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4) Regular holiday periods.
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5) The abolition of the daily wages system.

6) Free passes for all railway employees and Union

officials.

7) Supply of uniforms and waterproofs.

8) Abolition of racial discrimination.

9) Abolition of periodical medical examination (which is

often used as a pretext for dismissing large numbers of

workers).

10) No victimisation of Union workers.

In addition to these demands the strikers are calling upon

the authorities to re-instate comrades Kulkarni and Purandare

who had been dismissed at the end of last year by reason of

their political activities as members of the Workers' and

Peasants' Party and of their connection with the League

Against Imperialism.

The above demands were placed before the Agent for the

last time on December 22nd, 1929 and it was decided to declare

a one day strike on February 4th 1930 to enforce the demands,

and to declare a general strike if they were not granted.

These demands having been categorically rejected by the

railway, authorities, first 20,000, then 75,000 and then 125,000

railwaymen went out on strike. The workers organised pickets

before the workshops and railway-stations which were guarded

by strong military and police forces. In spite of the terror of

the police, the strike was very successful. At all the important

stations such as Manmad, Poona, Nasik, Nandgaon and Kurla

the stations are without light, the important workshops at Ma-

tunga, Parel and Wadibunder are completely closed and the

whole tram service has been partly delayed and partly stopped.

The Government is tunning the trains with the help of strike-

breakers who are protected by strong military forces. It is

significant that the strike-breakers are confined mostly to the

literate section of the staff, whereas the porters, sweepers,

gatekeepers, cabinmen and the rank and file generally are

absolutely firm and united.

Another important feature of the strike is that it is not

confined to the Indian workers only. All the Chinese workers

who are concentrated at Matunga have joined the strike in a

body and have declared their determination to stand by their

Indian comrades, while on the other hand Anglo-Indians

(Eurasians) and Parsis who receive favoured treatment at the

hands of the Imperialist Government have been helping the

Government as scabs and blacklegs.

The G.I.P. Railwaymen's Union is receiving the moral

support of other railway unions such as the Southern Mahratta

Railway, the South Indian Railway and the Bengal-Baroda

and Central Indian Railway. The All-India Railwaymen's

Federation, of which the G.I.P.Union is an important member,

played a decisive role at the All-India Trade Union Congress

at Nagpur on December 1st, 1929, and along with the textile-

workers were responsible for the strongly anti-imperialist line

adopted at the Congress, which resolved to boycott the im-

perialist Whitley Commission, to fight against the reformism

ofAmsterdam andGeneva, to affiliate to the Pan-Pacific Trade

Union Secretariat and the League Against Imperialism.

It is obvious that the MacDonald Government will use all

its power to break the revolutionary movement of the workers

who are leading the whole struggle for national independence.

Nor are the leaders of the Indian National Congress,

including the President, Jawaharlal Nehru (who is also a

member of the Executive Committee of the All-India Trade

Union Congress) giving any help to the strikers; they are

advocating the reference of the "dispute" to an arbitration

board. But the workers will not be fooled. Only a few days

before the strike began, they gave the proper character to the

"Independence Day" on January 26th by hoisting the Red Flag

all over the country. It is in this anti-imperialist atmosphere

that the struggle is being conducted by the railway workers

who receive the support of the entire Indian working class and

to whom every help should be extended by the international

proletariat,

The All-India T. U. C. Begins to Work.

By A. G. E.

Agood indication of the strength of the militant „Red Flag"

elements in the Trade Union movement of India was given in

the removal of the open supporters of capitalism, of those who

sabotaged the struggle of the workers, Joshi, Chamanlal

Bakhale, at the last Congress of the Indian T. U. C.

To the degree that the Executive Comittee carries out a

militant policy, to that degree will they retain the sympathy

and active support of the Indian workers. At the meeting of

the Executive Committee, on January 19th and 20th, resolutions

were passed which if carried into operation represent a policy

of struggle based on the fight of the working class.

The Secretary of the Hamshedpur Labour Association.

tried to get carried a resolution rescinding the resolutions

passed at the Congress, affiliating to the League Against Im-

perialism and demanding the boycott of the Whitley Commis-

sion. This was ruled out oforder by the Chairman, who stated

that the Executive Committee had no authority to rescind reso-

lutions passed at the Congress.
The Executive Committee gave their whole hearted support

to the Great Indian Peninsular (G. I. P.) railway strike and

called upon all workers in other railways to help in every pos-

sible way in making the strike a success.

A very important decision was taken with regard to the

Meerut prisoners. (The National Meerut Prisoners Defence

Committee, which was formed by some politicians and lawyers,

including the „left" Jawaharlal Nehru, has now dissolved, frigh

tened away by the fear of being dubbed Communist). A reso

lution was passed, stating that the Executive Committee "is

of the opinion that the committal order of the specia, Magistrate

of Meerut makes it clear that the 31 accused in the conspiracy

case are being prosecuted for holding certain views. and for

their active part in the Trade Union movement, and further

that the prosecution is a direct attack upon the workers' move-

ment. It demands that the case be immediately withdrawn....

It further declares that the defence of the accused is one of the

most important tasks of the working class movement in its fight

against imperialist oppression, and resolves to form a Central

Defence Committee to organise and coordinate the activities of

local committees to be started under the auspices of the T.U.C.

It calls upon each union to undertake to contribute a definite

sum per month to the Defence Fund."

I was also decided that "the 20th March be celebrated as

'Meerut Day' and demonstrations be beld all over the country.

to protest against the trial and collect funds for the defence."

Here, there is no expression of fear of any action which

might be taken against them by the Government, with the ex-

cuse that the case is 'sub judice', as is the case with the lawyers

and politicians.This resolution on Meerut was followed by a strong reso

lution calling for the strengthemi
ng of the Trade Union move-

ment and deploring the action of those gentlemen who have

been trying since the Nagpur Session to split the workers

ranks by trying to form a rival organisation", and appealing to

the rank and file of the workers and the unions "to stand by

the Trade Union Congress and support its militant programme,

on the basis of which alone the solidarity of the working class

can be maintained and a united front presented to common

enemies".The meeting of the Executive Committee endedbyoutlining

the following programm
e

of work:

1. Collection of fund for all India propaganda for carrying

out the resolutions of the T. U. C.

2. Consolidati
on of existing Trade Unions and the establish-

ment of new ones where none exist.

3. Organisatio
n
of transport workers throught India

4. Organisatio
n
of metal workers, and mine workers, including

oil and petrol works.

5. Organisation of workers in tea and other plantations.
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