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ported the Labour Party but also would have taken the heart

eut of the Communist Party struggle in the remaining 5 % .

After the General Election, the opportunist elements en-

forced their organisational control by changing the polburo

so as to strengthen the opportunist influences thereon, a step

which (along with the failure to apply the line of the March

closed letter of the E. C. C. I.) caused wide dissatisfaction

in the membership, such districts as London, Manchester and

Newcastle as well as the C. C. of the Young Communist League

massing resolutions against the line of the Central Committee.

Though this condition was remedied after the 10th Plenum

of the choice of a political bureau nearer to the correct line,

and though a self-critical resolution was adoptedby the August

Plenum of the Central Committee, the errors committed by the

Seadership did not cease, the struggle inside the leadership

was not sufficiently carried into the life of the party and the

pre-congress discussion was not adequately led so as to bring

out the line of the party clearly or to emphasise the main tasks

before it.

Under these circumstances the Congress delegates assem-

bled in a mood of militant self-criticism and, as a result of the

revolt throughout large portions of the party membership

gainst opportunist views and waverings: (majnly , directed

against the leadership), with a determination to concentrate on

the inner party situation.

The Congress concentrated most on the task of cleansing

the Central Committee. For the first time in the history of the

Party, instead of the so-called „democratic," open vote of

Congress (really Social Democratic method, because its only

cffect was to ensure the yearly re-election without an ounce of

political discussion, of those whose names had been most prom-

inently before the Party) a Bolshevik method was adopted.

For the purpose of drawing up the C. C. list a nominations

commission was elected by the Congress.

The political qualifications of each candidate were dis-

cussed exhaustively in the nominations commission and in the

District delegations. Thereafter a list containing 12 of the old

C. G. and 23 new members was adopted by the Congress,

with one addition. Amongst those who were not re-elected,

were Comrades Inkpin, Rothstein, Horner, Bell.

The new Central Cominittee, meeting within a few days,

rounded off the work of the Congress, by laying down clearly

the principal immediate tasks before the Party and by elabo-

rating the necessary tactics.

The fight against the Government and against the Pseudo-

Lefts has to be organised in a programme of struggle which

has to combine the daily demands with the general political

slogans, and so develop every partial struggle into a fight

against the Labour Government. The necessary weapon for

this fight was the creation of the Daily paper, and the Con-

gress resolved to set the zero hour for the production of the

Daily Worker, at 1st January, 1930 a resolve which has

since been carried through. Further, the fight could not be

carried on without the application of the United Front from

below, which the Party had not as yet learned to apply.

Amongst the concrete tasks which lay before the party

Were: to change colonial work into a living part ofthe dally

activity of the party bound up with the struggle in the factories,

so as to realise the united front of the British workers and the

colonial masses: In the very centre of this work is agitation

against the trial of the 33 leaders of the Indian workeres at

Meerut, the fight for their release. The fight against the ratio-

malisation drive of the Labour Government, its imposition of

wage cuts by arbitration, the fight of the unemployed, the fight

in industry after industry, especially mining, transport and

textiles, all these were taken up under definite organisational

slogans of struggle such as the election of Factory committees

of action to lead the struggle, of both'organised and un-

organised. : !:

The Congress laid it down very clearly that the double

pre-requisite for the party becoming a mass Bolshevik party

and fulfilling its immediate tasks was on the one hand the

conduct of an ideological campaign against the opportunism

in the party, and on the other the rooting of the party on the
basis of the factory cell...

The 11th Congress marks the fact that for the first time

in the history of the British Party an opportunist tendency was

discussed openly and openly fought, This conflict revivified
the partyt

party democracy

began for the first time to exist. The atmosphere of the 10th

Plegum swept through the party, cleansing it of the cobwebs.

proletarian, self-criticism and

! .

That fight against the Right Danger, now well begun, has to

be carried right through ideologically and organisationally.

Thereby the British Party will grow, gain strength and become

hardened into Bolshevism .

Trade Union Movement

The 10th All-India Trade Union Congress,

By Glyn Evans.

The action of the Reformists, in sabotaging strikes iu

India (Jute strike in Calcutta, and more especially the Bombay

Textike strike) alienated workers from the trade unions cou-

trolled by the reformists. A large number of workers left the

reformist unions and with masses of previously unorganised

rallied to the miltant Red Flag Unions which, led by the

Workers and Peasants party conducted heroic battles against

their class enemies.

The intense difference of opinion and different action taken

in cases of Trade Union policy (reformist and revolutionary).

came to a head at the 10th All-India Trade Union Congress,

held a Nagpur Nov. 29th Dec. 4th 1929.

The Congress split, the reformists seceding from the Con-

gress even before the open session began.

An indication of the feeling against the reformists was

expressed when, on the arrival of Joshi and Chamanlal at

Nagpur, they were greeted by a large number of delegates

with hostile shouts. It is to be remembered that the Congress

had sent an invitation to the Communist Party of Great Britain

to send a fraternal delegate. W. Gallacher was elected by the

Party but the British „Labour" Government refused his pass-

port.

At the Executive meeting prior to the open congress, the

Vice-Chairman of the Reception Committee took objection to

the objectionable" nature of the placards placed outside, and

handed in his resignation. The placards bore the inscriptions

„Down with Chamanlal", „Down with Joshi " . Deshpande stated

that he had placed them there.

to it
voting at
have yet

The reports of the actual discussion and voting at the

congress and the E. C. meeting prior

appeared, but a further indication of the struggle between

Reformists and revolutionary policy is given in the several

statement made by various parties issued to the press affer

the Congress.

1.

Ginwalla, a member of the Legislative council, in a state-

ment, shows up , the attempt of the reformists to restrict the

voting power of the newly affiliated Red Flag Unions.

:

1

„The Girni Kamgar Union" states, Ginwalla „claimed

a'membership of 54,000 on the strength of the report in the

credentials committee, consisting of Kulkarni, Shiva Rao,

and Jawaharlal Nehru with Bakhale as Secretary. The

Committee after a full discussion could not come to a

unanimous conclusion, It, therefore, informed the E, C.

about the three views of the members. Some recommended

a membership of 25,000, others 40,000 and the third was

for 50,000 ... My motion for 40,000 membership. was

carried by the casting vote of Jawaharlal Nehru. The

right wing trade unionists wanted to give a normal member-

ship of 6,000 to the Girini Kamgar Unions, which is

hardly fair, in view of the fact that even in the credentials

committee the lowest membership recommended was

25,000. This would make no difference in the voting power

of the G. K. U. on the E. C. council whether a nominal

membership of 6,000 or a larger membership of 40,000

was given. In any event they were entitled to a mem-

bership of 4 members on the E.C."

The Whitley Commission boycott was discussed. Ginwalla

moyed a resolution for the complete boycott of the Commission.

He was supported by Kulkarni, Ruikar ( Girni Kangar Union

and G. I. P. Railwasmen's union) and S. Chandra Bose,
M. Kanti Bose moved for conditional boycott, the conditions

being, withdrawal of the Meerut case, the Public Safety Or-

dinance and the repeal of the Trades Dispute Act,

Aresolution for complete wholehearted cooperation with

the Commission was supported by Shiva Rao, K. R. Choud-

hurry, Joshi, Cliamanlal and L., Hussain. After a heated dis-

cussion lasting five hours the yote was taken and complete

:
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boycott resolution was carried by 53 to 41. Of the Bengal

Unions, the newly affiliated Jute workers Unions and Lilloah

Railway Union and the B. N. Railway Union voted for complete

boycott. Following this vote a two hours discussion centred

round a resolution moved by Deshpande, Secretary of the Girni

Kamgar Union for affiliation to the Pan-Pacific Secretariat.

This resolution was carried.

Other resolutions agreed upon to be placed before the open

Congress were, affiliation to the League Against Imperialism,

the rejection of the proposal to hold an Asiatic Labour Con-

ference; the refusal to send delegations to the future sessions

of the International Labour Conferences of the League of

Nations at Geneva; the re-appointment of the Worker's Welfare

League of India as the agent of the All India T. U. C. in Britain

(broken off at the instigation of Purcell and Hallsworth, the

British T. U. C. delegates to the Congress in 1928) rejection of

the proposal for a Round Table Conference and the condem-

nation of the Nehru Report. One of the most important reso-

lutions passed at the Е. С. affiliation to the Pan-Pacific

Secretarist was withdrawn by Deshpande at the open

session, in order' states Liberty ,to avoid a split' . The split

had already occurred, before the open session of the Congress.

-

The open session was held in a huge Pandal; outside were

hung huge placards with inscriptions, „Long live Revolution",

Remember your comrades at Meerut"; „Forget not the sacri-

fices of Jatin Das“ ; „Down with Imperialism" ; „Youth of India

stand for complete independence" ; „Don't be deluded by Round

Table Conferences" etc.

These slogans denote the politics which dominated the

life of the Congress.

R. S. Ruikat, in his Chairman's speech, dealt with the

repressive action of the Imperialist Government and the capi-

talist class in India, the Meerut Trial and the attempt to stifle

the Girni Kamgar Union by prohibiting meetings, etc. He

attacked the Whitley Commission whose real object he states

was to undermine the solidarity of the Indian working class

and to whitewash the repressive policy of the Government".

„He advocated a militant policy and put the question of

„Geneva or Moscow". He plumped for Moscow. The Russian

Revolution has been an event of great magnitude, the real

character of which is not still understood by many of us".

He advocated the use of the General Strike as the only

means of gaining complete independence.

Jawaharlal Nehru, made a Presidential speech of a Brock-

way-Maxton type. He condemned the capitalist system, roundly

denounced the Whiticy Commission. He said in relation to

the Commission and the part the Labour Government plays

init:

„Their (the Labour Government spokesmen) chief aim

appears to prove to the world that they are as sober and

respectable as those who are the inheritors of wealth.

When Prime Minister MacDonald speaks in America or in

Geneva is it the Socialist and the Pacifist that is speaking?

He speaks as the representative of Imperialist England and

Austin Chamberlain could be no fitter representative.

Mr. Snowden at the Hague forgets his Socialism and stands

for the prestige of „John Bull" and the glory of the Union

Jack. The very triumphs of the Labour Government's

policy, such as they are, are the triumphs of Imperialist

policy."

He then dealt with British Labour Imperialist policy in
policy

China, Egypt and Palestine. The Labour Party in England

under Mr. MacDonald's guidance, was the complacent partner

of the Tory Party in their imperialist policy.

It was when dealing with international affiliations that

Nehru tried to be the real statesman. Moscow at any cost must

be tabooed. „If I may venture to suggest it would be best for

us not to affilate to either international." (2nd or 3rd.)

Of the 2nd. International, he said that the occupancy of

office in various countries, has made its leaders betray their

principles and become the exponents of a new type of im-

perialism, Labour imperialism, which may not speak in the

accents of the Tories, but which is none the less thorough. „To

affiliate to Amsterdan would be disastrous to our cause". Не

followed by stating that he was an admirer of Soviet Russia

and asked the Congress to ignore the threats held out to those

who have had any connection with the Third International.

Still, he finds certain objections against the 3rd Internatio-

nal and asked the Congress to keep off the rocks", implying

a centre way out, which is obviously impossible. „The Labour

movement is above all International. It seeks to build society

on a cooperative basis".

The purport of his speech was to keep the Indian T. U. C.

away from Moscow. In fact the R. I. L. U. was not mentioned

by him though that would be the appropriate body to affiliate

to, as the organisation built up upon an industrial basis, with

the Third or Communist International giving the political

leadership rather than the C. I. itself.

The prisoners at Meerut, all of them having close connec-

tion with the T. U. C. sent a telegram to the Congress. It was

sent by Joglekar and 26 of the accused signed it headed by

the veteran of the Trade Union movement in India, D. R.

Thengde. The telegram is as follows :

"Congratulations for the bold lead given by the Con-

gress. Hope the E. C. will follow it up and force the

powerful working class to the front. We emphatically

condemn the definitely pro-capitalist move of Joshi,

Chamanlal and Co. splitting the workers ranks by starting

separate Federation as the price for membership of the

Royal Commission."

Subhas Chandre Bose was elected President, Desphande

Secretary and Ginwalla Treasurer for the next year.

The Congress report suggests that Bose and Nehru are

becoming revolutionary. The same might have been said after

the British T.U.C. Congress at Scarborough in 1925, of

Purcell, Hicks and Cook. We have seen what happened to

Purcell and Co.

Driven by the mass struggle, Bose and Nehru are forced

to take up a 'left" pose: but as the crisis develops, Bose, Nehru

and others will fail as utterly as have Purcell, Hicks and Cook.

In India as in Britain the only leadership of the working class

is the revolutionary leadership of the Communist Party.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Extraordinary Party Congress of the

Labour Party of Iceland.

By Bj. (Reykjavik).

At the last Party Congress of the Icelandic Labour Party

in 1928 it was decided to convene an extraordinary Party

Congress for the end of 1929 whch should deal with the

trade union questions. The Communists had proposed to re-

elect the delegates and to invite the mumerous trade unions

which were not affiliated to the Labour Party to participate

in this Congress. This proposal was rejected by the social

democratic party leadership.

In spite of this the number of Communist representatives

was this time 10 as against 5 at the previous Congress. This

larger representation was due to the fact that some trade

unions have withdrawn their former social democratic re-

presentatives and replaced them by Communists. The social

democratic leaders at first threatened to annul this election, but

did not carry out their threat, as they wished to avoid a split

in view of the approaching elections to the Allting (Parliament).

Since it assumed office in 1926 the reactionary peasant

government has been supported by the social democrats,

although the anti-labour policy of this government has become

more and more obvious. It has considerably reduced wages,

which in the State undertakings only amount to 40 to 60 per

cent of the lowest wages paid in private industry. In spite

of this the social democracy will not undertake anything

against this goverment. It has, in collusion with the Con-

servative party, fixed the day of the elections to the Allting

at a time when the majority of the workers are scattered over

the whole country as a result of seasonal work, and therefore

have no opportunity to go to the poll. The government also

attempted to introduce a compulsory arbitration law, but

had to abandon this attempt owing to the determined opposition

it aroused.

When the question of coalition was discussed at the extra-

ordinary Party Congress, the Communists exercised sharp

criticism of the Party leadership, which was not without

effect. They submitted a motion in which they demanded

that support of the government by the social democrats be

dependent on a number of conditions. The social democratic




