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India

The Strengthening of Imperialist Rule in India.

The Simon Commission's Proposals.

By V. Chattopadhyaya.

The Second Volume of the Simon Commission's Report

was punctually issued on the date that had been fixed for its

publication, June 25th. The First Volume purported to contain

"the facts" relating to India, and tens of thousands of copies

were immediately sold out in Great Britain, India and the

United States so as to prepare the "public mind" for the

proposals contained in the Second Volume. The British

Government attached the very greatest importance to giving

the Simon Report wide publicity in America, because of the

anti-British and pro-Indian attitude that had been taken up

by a powerful section of the commercial and industrial bour-

geoisie. The "Manchester Guardian" reports that important

American papers devoted very considerable space to the

Simon Report and that "this publication has helped and

strengthened many good friends of Great Britain in the

United States".

The recommendations for "constitutional changes"

embodied in the Second Volume constitute an enormous

strengthening of imperialist domination, and there is not a

word in the proposals to indicate that India will ever arrive

at "Dominion Status within the Empire" which the Congress

Headers declare to be the irreducible minimum for their

participation.

The book is divided into twelve parts. In Part I general

constitutional principles are enunciated which contain the

usual phrases that all British Governments have used in

connection with subject peoples. The ultimate constitution of

India, it is declared, must be federal, that is, there is to be

some day, "however distant that day may be", when the

provinces of British India together with the States autocrati-

cally ruled by feudal Indian Princes are to be united into a

Federation "under the aegis of the King-Emperor"-but only

insofar as the Indian Princes of their own free will wish to

"come into closer relationship with British India". In the

meantime of course, it is "a paramount necessity" that "while

India is progressing on the road to complete self-government

there must be full provision made for the maintenance and

efficiency of the fundamentals of government". What that

means will become clear in the subsequent chapters.

In Part II the provinces are dealt with. Under the

Montagu-Chelmsford Reform Scheme of 1919 provincial

government was carried on by the Governor of the province

with an Executive Council divided into two parts. There

Were Indian " ministers" with portfolios for the so-called

transferred subcects (education, sanitation, etc.), who were

responsible to the Provincial Legislative Council while the

reserved subjects were in the hands of executive officers,

all Englishmen, not responsible to the Council. This system

of dyarchy is now to be abolished, the Provincial Councils

are to be enlarged, the "Cabinet" of the Province is to be

responsible to the Legislature which is to be returned by an

lectorate about as great as at present (the franchise is to

be gradually raised to include about 10 per cent of the

population). This new system is called Provincial Autonomy,

but the Governor is to have special powers of over-riding the

advice of his Ministers and of governing the province auto-

cratically in cases of "emergency".

As regards the franchise, it is specially provided for that

the great landholders will receive the guarantee that if

members of their class are not returned to the Council in as

large a proportion as they now enjoy, the Governor shall be

empowered to nominate a sufficient number of landholders.

The question of labour representation is to be reserved to

be decided upon by each province under rules drawn up by

the Governor, "if suitable members are available" . (Suitable

members are of course meant of the type of Joshi and Shiva

Rao.) Above all, the system of communal electorates is to be

retained, the Mohammedans and the Hindus each having a

separate electorate, as also the Sikhs in the Punjab and all

"Europeans", by which is meant of course only Englishmen,

while the so-called depressed caste and other communities

are to be represented by members nominated by the Governor.

Part IV deals with the central government. The present

Legislative Assembly is to be replaced by a "Federal

Assembly" of between 250 and 280 members who will not be

directly elected by constituencies, but elected by the Pro-

vincial Councils by the method of proportional representation.

The Viceroy will be the head of the Government and will be

responsible directly to the Secretary of State for India and

to the British Parliament. He will be helped by an Executive

Council not responsible to the Federal Assembly. And in

order to push through imperialist policy, a special member

of the Cabinet is to be appointed known as "Leader of the

Assembly" . Further, the Commander-in-Chief of the Army is

not to be a member of the Viceroy's Council.

Part VI advocates the immediate separation of Burma

from India, the Governor of Burma being not subordinate to

the Viceroy of India but probably to the Secretary for the

Colonies in the British Cabinet. The Commission hope that

the "new Constitution of a separated Burma would, like that

of India, be a stage on the journey to more complete self-

government". (It should be here noted that in the language

of British imperialism "complete" is really not complete, and

that there is such a thing as "more complete" and "most

complete".) We shall deal with the new imperialist policy in

Burma in a subsequent article, but we must here point out

the significance of the statement made in the report regarding

"the vital importance of Indian labour to Burma" which will

need special protection in the new Constitution.

Part VII deals with the Indian feudal States which are

to be some day in the distant future members of the Indian

Federation, but which are for the present to be drawn into

constant consultation in regard to "matters of common concern

to British India and the States". For this purpose there is to

be created a "Council for Greater India" of some thirty

members ten of whom will represent the States. The Council

is to have only consultative and deliberative functions.

Part VIII deals with finance, and a number of new taxes

have been invented so as to increase the central and pro-

vincial revenues, one of the proposals being the abolition of

the exemption of agricultural incomes from income tax.

Part IX deals with the so-called "Security Services" that

is, the Indian Civil Service and the Police Service which are

to continue on an All-India basis, and the rights and privileges

of which are to be "carefully safeguarded".

Part X provides for the administrative control of the all

the High Courts of Justice by the Central Government and

not as hitherto by the Provincial Governments. The object

of this is to bring about a uniformity in the administering of

imperialist justice.

Among the most important Parts are those dealing with

the North-West Frontier (Part III) and Defense and Security

(Part V). The British Army and British officiers are con-

sidered indispensable to the safety of India, and the Army

will therefore be not under the Government of India but

"under an Imperial authority which would naturally be the

Viceroy acting in concert with the Commander-in-Chief" . The

expenses of maintenance which even now amount to

£ 41,000,000 a year are to be paid from the Indian revenues

and will not be voted by the Central Legislature but

appropriated by certificate of the Governor-General.

The North-West Frontier Province is to have a Consul-

tative Council both for the control of the Province itself as
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well as for the tribal area beyond the frontier, but both the

North-West Frontier as well as the North-East Frontier are to

be regarded as special areas of Imperial importance. There is

a very plain indication that new strategic railways are to be .

built on the North-East Frontier, which borders on Siam and

China and that the military preparations are to be enormously

increased. With regard to the danger of "disorder" in India

the report provides for the use of British troops to quell

disturbances. The provinces that demand the use of military

forces for suppressing "disturbances of the peace and main-

taining order" will pay for the troops out of the provincial

revenues.

To sum up. The Imperial Government has vastly increased

its power and capacity of creating internal strife. By the

maintenance of the communal electorates the religious riots

that imperialist intrigue has hitherto provoked will now be

multiplied by the enlarging of the Provincial Councils and the

extension of the franchise. By the introduction of the so-called

Provincial Autonomy the inhabitants of each province will be

more intensively interested in provincial affairs, and provincial

antagonisms will arise and lead to such slogans as

for the Bengalees", "Punjab for the Punjabis", etc. The

election of the members of the Central Legislature by the

Provincial Councils will cut them off from direct contact with

the mass of electors, while the hope of being appointed from

Bengal

the Federal Assembly to the Viceroy's Executive Council acts

as a constant bribe leading to intrigues and to the support of

imperialist policy.

The power to crush the revolutionary movement of the

workers and the peasants is increased by the fact that the

Provincial Legislatures will have as hitherto an overwhelming

proportion of landowners and capitalists and that "law and

order" will be maintained in each province by an Indian

minister taken from this class, helped as he will be by the

Imperial troops when the Police force proves inadequate.

Military preparations in Baluchistan, the North-West

Frontier, the North-East Frontier can now be pushed on with

increased irresponsibility and the States ruled by the Indian

Princes, by being drawn in more closely into the whole

Imperialist apparatus will not only strengthen Britain's prepa-

ration for imperialist wars, but provide an enormous reactio-

nary force against the workers and peasants.

We shall deal with special aspects of the new proposals

in subsequent articles. It is difficil see how they can be

accepted in their present form by the Indian National Congress

leaders, but the wording of the Proposals leaves room for

manoeuvres on both sides to enable the Congress leaders to

cover their retreat under a suitable new formula that will

be found.

Problems of the Revolution in India.

By Karl Radek.

II. The National-Reformist and National-Revolutionary Camps.

(Conclusion.)

Why have the national reformists, whose class position

impels them towards a compromise with English imperialism,

and who fear the revolutionary movement of the workers

and peasants, nevertheless adopted some fighting measures?

We answered this question partly in our previous article,

which pointed out that the antagonisms between the interests

of English imperialism and those of young Indian capitalism

do not allow English imperialism to satisfy the needs of the

capitalist development of India. This forces the Indian industrial

bourgeoisie into an opposition which intensifies, during cer.

tain phases, into attempts at fighting. At the present juncture

such a necessity for active struggle has been brought about

by the differentiation in the camp of the nationalists.

The working class, which followed the national reformists

blindly in the period between 1919 and 1922, began to separate

from them in the years from 1926 and 1927, and to withdraw

from their influence. It began to remove the agents of the

national refornrats from the leading positions in the trade

unions; during the enormous strike wave, which rushed far

beyond the highest tide-mark of the strikes of the previous

period, the working class began to form as class, for these

strikes were not purely economic disputes, they were conflicts

in which the working class began for the first time to feel

itself as a separate power, and to oppose not only English

imperialism, but the so-called Indian society. The workers

who have refused the intermediation of the "holy man"

Gandhi, the workers who have rejected the aid of the "sym-

pathisers" , for the reason that this aid was only intended for

a part of the workers the Mohammedare -, the workers

who have now been carrying on the struggle for months,

are no longer the same mass which blindly followed the

national reformists. It was not for nothing that the reformists

pushed forward in the trade union movement, their "very

Leftest leader", the younger Nehru, who decked himself with

revolutionary feathers in order to gain control of the move-

ment. It suffices to read the speech held by the younger

Nehru at the Conference of the Trade Union Central in Nagpur,

in order to grasp the enormous political importance of the

Indian strikes of the last three years. Jawaharlal Nehru was

obliged not only to declare himself in favour of complete se-

paration from England, but to proclaim that the working class

-

fish was replaced by the rule of the Indian capitalists. The aim

of the revolutionary movement can only be socialism, and this

can only be realised by the seizure of power by the working

class. Therefore he, Nehru, was an enemy of the II. Inter-

national, the lackey of the bourgeoisie. And therefore he

was filled with enthusiasın at the rise of the Soviet Union

But as he is not agreed with the methods of the Com-

intern, he begged for a postponement of the affiliation to the

Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat! Nothing more.

It

Jawaharlal Nehru, the son of Motilal Nehru, the actual

leader of the national-reformist camp, came forward with

Gandhi's blessing at the Trade Union Congress as a so-called

"oppositional communist ', one who is merely dissatisfied with

the "regime". This fact in itself shows the enormous influence

exercised by the strike wave on the petty bourgeoisie.

might have been expected that after such a speech Jawaharlal

Nehru would have been expelled by the national reformists as

deserter to the revolutionary camp. Gandhi, who proposi

bis candidature as president of the National Congress , sub-

stantiated his proposal as follows:

"No-one can surpass him in his love for his country ;

he is brave and passionate, and at this moment these

qualities are very essential. But, although passionate and

resolute in the struggle, still he possesses the reason of a

statesman. An adherent of discipline, he has proved in

deeds his capability to submit to decisions with which he

is not in agreement. He is modest and practical enough

not to rush to extremes. In his hands the nation is per-

fectly secure."

Did Gandhi alter his attitude towards Jawaharlal Nehrr

Andafter his almost communist speech? Not in the least!

young Nehru, the "almost-communist", was elected presiden

of the Indian National Congress, to the end that with his aic

and through his intermediation the workers and the demo

cratic petty bourgeoisie might be restrained from independen

action.

Gandhi's words on the growing influence of the "part

of violence" are to be attributed to the fact that the exampl

given by the struggles of the working class has awakened the

democratic revolutionary tendencies of the petty. bourgeoisi

did not need an independence in which the rule of the Eng- Externally, this is chiefly manifested in the radicalisation


