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batches. The Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, the only Indian "Privy

Councillor", who was Britain's Agent in South Africa and is

a member of the Whitley Commission on Labour, has already

come with N. M. Joshi, his colleague on the Commission, and

with Mrs. Annie Besant, the well-known Theosophist who

has a long record as a Government agent and whose special

function is to win over bourgeois nationalists for "home rule"

within the Empire and to fight against every form of the

revolutionary movement. Her latest move is significant. She

has been a bitter opponent of the Lahore resolution of the

Indian National Congress and been carrying on violent

propaganda against the idea of independence. But she has

now applied to the Working Committee of the Congress to

be admitted as a member on the alleged ground that her place

is with the Congress, but really because she wishes to appear

at the negotiations as a member of the Congress.

Indian Labour is to be represented by one single man,

N. M. Joshi, as a reward for his unswerving devotion to

Amsterdam and the I. L. O. and for the services rendered in

splitting the Indian trade union movement. In India, the

reformist labour leaders, finding that the workers are becoming

more and more militant and that they are not amenable to

Labour reformism, have begun systematically to bring them

under the political influence of the Indian National Congress,

in order to give them an outlet for their political enthusiasm

and to prevent them from joining the revolutionary worker's

movement.

The extent to which the workers are being mobilised for

the Congress programme is seen from the following facts:

On July 1st 100,000 workers downed tools as a protest against

Motilal's arrest, and 55 mills had to be closed down. A strike

was also observed among the textile workers of Ahmedabad,

the headquarters of Gandhism. According to the "Bombay

Chronicle", the tramway workers came out as soon as they

heard of the arrest of Motilal and went in procession through

the principal streets of Bombay. The paper reports that the

workers marched with Red Flags and with Congress Flags

and shouted slogans showing the need of a united front between

the Congress and the working class. At the end of the pro-

cession, a meeting was held and a resolution passed to the

effect that the workers must take a more active part in helping

the cause of the Congress. Propaganda in this sense is also being

carried on systematically among the railway workers by

reformist trade union officials, in order to divert the growing

revolutionary movement of the transport workers into safer

"national" channels. This is very clearly shown by the

accounts of the political demonstration of workers in Bombay

on June 9th, which was led by Ruikar, President of the G.I.P.

Railwaymen's Union, who had recently betrayed the G.I.P.

Railway strike. The procession, after parading through the

main streets, was led to the Congress Office, where Ruikar

called upon the workers "to give the fullest support to the

Congress which stood for their rights and interests" !

The direct subservience of labour leaders to the Govern-

ment is shown by the report in the Hindu of Madras that the

Collector of Madura, an important industrial centre in South

India, sent for the President of the Madura Labour Union and

asked him to see that the workers do not participate in the

movement directed against "constituted authority" . The

President of the Union gave the Collector the assurance that

"in view of the present exigencies he would act up to the

instructions" .

Similarly, the new Acting President of the Indian National

Congress, Vallabhai Patel, is reported by the "Indian Daily

Mail" of June 28th to have had a meeting with the Super-

intendent and Deputy Superintendent of Police in Gujerat, as

a result of which Patel consented to call off " active picketing"

by students and peasants. The police expressed satisfaction

with this arrangement. Previous to this agreement with the

police, peasants and students had been actively picketing the

liquor shops and the imperialist schools and colleges by lying

down in front of them and preventing extrance or exit except

over their bodies .

From what has been stated above it is clear that the

betrayal of the movement of independence is being organised

jointly by the Government and by the Congress and Labour

reformist leaders. But there are clear signs that the masses

will give their answer during the next few months.

Solidarity with the Working Masses

of India..

The following message has been sent by the All-China

Federation of Labour to the All-Indian Trade Union Congress.

Ed.

Dear comrades :

On behalf of the Chinese proletariat the All-China

Federation of Labour extents its most cordial fraternal

greetings to the brave Indian working masses, who are

engaged in a life-and-death struggle with British imperialism,

and declares that the revolutionary Chinese workers and

peasants, who are fighting under the White Terror regime of

the imperialistic powers and the Kuomintang for the creation

of a Soviet China, will side with you against British

imperialism, against the Indian bourgeoisie and landlords, and

against the agents of British imperialism-Gandhi, Nehru, and

company. We will do our best to support and defend the Indian

Revolution. The Chinese working class is watching your

gallant struggle with keen interest and profound sympathy,

for your victory is also our victory and your defeat would be

a defeat for the working class of the whole world.

The Indian Revolution has entered upon a period of high

tide, and the struggle between the bourgeoisie and the prole-

tariat for the leadership of the revolution is culminating in a

decivise and grim battle. We do not doubt you are perfectly

aware that the so-called "civil disobedience" movement spon-

sored by Gandhi, Nehru and other representatives of the

Indian national bourgeoisie, is to sidetrack, retard, and finally

crush the Indian Revolution. Already early in the course of

the Indian Revolution these "gentlemen" of the All-India

National Assembly have betrayed the Indian toiling masses

and gone over to the camp of British imperialism and the

Indian bourgeoisie and landlords. If the Indian proletariat fails

to set up its militant leadership in the present sharp and bitter

struggle the Indian Revolution will be sold out by these

lackeys of the Indian national bourgeoisie.

Dear workers of India. You must realize that only a

ruthless and tenacious fight on your part under the banner of

the Communist International and the Red International of

Labour Unions against the hypocritical phrases and demagogic

gestures of the national bourgeoisie can bring the Indian Revo-

lution to a successful conclusion. We venture to state that the

exposure and combatting of the cheating propaganda of

Gandhi, Nehru and their associates, together with the

strengthening of the leadership of the Indian proletariat, is the

immediate task of the Indian Revolution and of the revolutio-

nary Indian labour movement.

At the same time we wish to avail ourselves of the

opportunity to point out that even up to the present moment

many henchmen of the bourgeoisie still remain in the ranks

of the All-India Trade Union Congress. This is harmful and

dangerous in the extreme. In order to guarantee the victory

of the Indian Revolution and in order to strengthen the

leadership of the Indian proletariat, it is imperiatively

necessary to drive these hirelings of British imperialism and

of the Indian bourgeoisie out of the All-India Trade Union

Congress, thus extending the organization and political

influence of Red unionism.

In addition to utilizing the imperialist "Labour" govern-

ment to suppress with armed forces the revolutionary move-

ment in the colonial countries, British imperialism is also

intensifying its reformist campaign in the Far East through

the instrumentality of the Socialist & Labour International

and the International Federation of Trade Unions. The proposal

of loshi and Bunji Suzuki at the recent session of the Inter-

national Labour Office for the holding of a "Pan-Asiatic Labor

Congress" is an unmistakable indication of the activity of the

Second International and the Amsterdam International of Trade

Unions. Our best reply to the Social Fascists is to fight

shoulder to shoulder under the leadership of the Red Inter-

national of Labour Unions and the Pan-Pacific Trade Union

Secretariat against reformism and yellow unionism.

The bourgeoisie is our deadly enemy. The Indian

Nationalist Party under the direction of Gandhi is just like

the Kuomintang of China. Both are the tools of imperialism.

We must not have the slightest illusion towards Gandhi. On

the contrary, we must oppose him in order to guarantee the

victory of the revolution.
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Your sole reliable ally is the Indian peasantry, with

whom you must create a united front so that you may be able

to defeat British imperialism and the Indian bourgeoisie and

their agents.

The tremendous revolutionary movement in India has

brought to light the outrages and brutality of imperialist

administration in the colonial countries. It has decisively

exposed the fascist character of the so-called "Labour" Govern-

ment and has unmasked the treacherous role of Gandhi, Nehru

and their kind as representatives of the national bourgeoisie.

It has accelerated the revolutionary development of the world-

proletariat and the revolutionary anti-imperialist campaign in

the colonies. The development of the Indian Revolution has

imposed heavier tasks upon the Indian working class. We are

confident that the brave Indian proletariat, in close alliance

with the peasantry, will successfully fulfil its historic mission

by fighting together hand-in-hand with the world proletariat

and the oppressed peoples of the colonies against imperialism,

the bourgeoisie and the landlords. In the very near future the

red banner of the Soviet will fly over India and all over the

world.

The broad masses of Chinese workers and peasants are

fighting bravely under the militant leadership of the Chinese

Communist Party for the creation of a Soviet China and have

already succeeded in creating many Soviet districts in several

provinces. A Soviet China will overthrow the regime of the

Kuomintang and fulfil the great tasks of the Chinese Revo-

lution. Dear Indian comrades. Let us fight together hand-in-

hand with the international proletariat for a Soviet world.

A

Dear Indian workers. You are not isolated in your

struggle against imperialism. You have on your side the

world proletariat, the oppressed peoples and the fatherland of

the world proletariat the Soviet Union all fighting

together for the overthrow of imperialism and the completion

of the world Socialist revolution.

Down with British imperialism and all the imperialist

powers!

Down with the reformist swindles of the Indian national

bourgeoisie!

Consolidate the front of Red unionism!

Long live the victorious Indian Revolution!

Long live Soviet India !

(Signed) The All-China Federation of Labour.

-

British Imperialism and Egyptian

Nationalism.

By V. Ch.

MacDonald declared in the House of Commons on July

16th that the British Government would remain strictly neutral

in the struggle between the Wafd and the Monarchy on the

question of the change of the electoral law, and he forthwith

emphasised that strict neutrality by ordering warships to

proceed to Alexandria. There is nothing new in this action

by the Labour Government, which is merely repeating what

it did during its first term of office in 1924, when a similar

deadlock arose between Zaghlul Pasha and British imperialism.

In the middle of August 1924 troops of Malta were ordered to

be in readiness to proceed to Egypt, the cruiser "Weymouth"

and the sloop "Clematis" were sent to Port Sudan, and the

Battleship "Marlborough" to Alexandria. Zaghlul and the

Egyptian nationalists , representing the growing demands of

native capitalism, committed the mistake of believing that they

would have their claims satisfied by a British "Labour"

Government, but after fruitless negotiations lasting 2 weeks
betw
between Zaghlul and MacDonald, it became quite clear to
the former that the Labour Party was merely the protector

of imperialist interests. And the Labour Government itself

left no doubt whatsoever as to its real role as an agent of impe-

rialism. Lord Parmoor declared on behalf of the Labour Govern-

ment in the House of Lords in June 1924 that "there was no

going back, at this stage, on the policy towards Egypt itself,
which has been adopted for a considerable time and by

successive Governments" . And in his dispatch of October 7th,

1924, to the British High Commissioner in Egypt, MacDonald

used the same imperialist language as his Tory predecessors

had used, for he declared that the British Government had

"concentrated heavy moral obligations by the creation of a

good system of administration", and that they "regard their

responsibilities as a trust for the Sudan people" etc. etc. !

Zaghlul's successor Nahas Pasha also came to the same

MacDonald in 1930 in the same belief that he could come to

terms this time, but found the Labour Government more im-

perialist than ever. But both the Wafd and the Labour Govern-

ment are anxious to come to terms, and the anti-imperialist

demonstrations of the one and the warships of the other are

the instruments that are being used for the attainment of a

compromise. The methods of the two to achieve this are

interesting. The vassal King Fuad has always faithfully

carried out the instructions of the British Government and in

dissolving Parliament and appointing Sidky Pasha to rule

dictatorially, as he did with Mahmoud Pasha in 1928, he hoped

to force through the treaty on terms acceptable to British

imperialism. But the Labour Government knows that no

treaty is of any value that has not today the support of the

Wafd leaders, and it therefore publicly recognises both the

existing Cabinet as well as Nahas Pasha. This is proved by

the instructions issued to Sir Percy Loraine, the British High

Commissioner, to inform both Sidky Pasha, the Premier, and

Nahas Pasha, the anti-Government leader, that they would

both be held responsible for loss of European lives. The

British Government would not dare to act in this manner in

any other country, but it is playing a double game in Egypt,

as the Wafdist leaders themselves are playing. British war-

ships are sent to support the Egyptian Government in supp-

ressing the "riots", i. e. the anti-imperialist movement, but

recognition is given to the leader of the latter at the same

time. And as for the Wafd leaders, they have launched a

movement against the Government with the slogan of national

independence, but important Wafd leaders belonging to the

Senate and the Chamber, like Makram Ebeid, are participating

in the Interparliamentary Union in London and carrying on

unofficial negotiations with the MacDonald Government, while

the Egyptian masses are stoning policemen and destroying

Government buildings in Cairo and Alexandria.

And in the triangular contest that is taking place between

British imperialism, the Egyptian feudal monarchy and Egyptian

capitalism on the backs of the exploited and discontented

peasants and workers, we find the paradoxical position that

Sidky Pasha stands for Egyptian independence by telling Mac-

Donald that British warships are not wanted and are against

Egypt's sovereign rights, while Nahas Pasha, whose Party

stands for independence, thanks the Labour Government for

its neutrality!

The daily Press has published as detailed reports as could

be obtained regarding the violence of the mass outbreaks,

especially in Cairo and Alexandria. When it was made known

that the Wafdist Senators and Deputies intended to force their

way into the Parliament buildings on July 21st and hold a

session in spite of the closing of Parliament by the King, the

streets became the scene of mass demonstrations that were

fired upon by the police and the troops, resulting in a very

considerable number of persons being killed ,wounded or

arrested. But what did the leaders themselves do? They

sent a petition to the King asking him to call an emergency

meeting of Parliament on Saturday the 26th July, and they

therefore abandoned the plan of forcing their way into Parlia-

ment House, and remained indoors all day! They had probably

hoped that the mass demonstrations would force the King

to act " constitutionally", especially as the leaders kept away,

but King Fuad has declined to consider their petition which

pointed out that the Cabinet "has resolved to undertake legis-

lative work of the highest importance, notably a modification

of the electoral law, about which it has no right to legis-

late in the name of the nation" .

While the King was advised by his Minister Sidky Pasha

to refuse the Wafdist petition, Sidky Pasha has issued a

bulletin in which it declares :

"I am glad to say that all parts of Egypt, from Alexandria

to Aswan, have been quiet, with the exception of Cairo, Port

Said and Suez, where there have been demonstrations com-

posed of the lowest members of Society". In these con-

temptuous words, the Government refers to the historic events

in Suez and Port Said, where the working masses were in

possession of the towns for some time. In both places, the

transport workers are well organised and have often taken

active part in anti-imperialist conflicts, and notably in the

First of May demonstrations. As was to be expected, they

were fired upon by the troops and some deaths are reported.
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