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struggle, the Standard Oil Com-any of New York has again

concluded a five-year contract for the supply of a million tons

of oil products by the Naphtha Syndicate of the Soviet Union.

Deterding, who fears more than anything the competition of

chean Soviet oil, is once again raisin an outer over "stolen"

oil.

Thus the Dutch campaign of incitement and boycott is only

a part of that action of which the embargo on the import of

matches from the Soviet Union to Germany and the endeavour

to secure the German market for the capitalist oil monopoly

also form part.

It is therefore the urgent task of the C. P. of Holland to

organise immediately the fight for the defence of the Russian

revolution against the attacks of the Church and Capital, and

to link up closely with this fight the organising of the revolu-

tionary opposition in the most important factories and enter-

prises and among the unemployed. The Central Committee

of the Party has set itself the aim of directing the whole Party

activity on to a great campaign, and on March 30 next to

hold meetings and demonstrations in every place to which the

influence of the Party extends.

Religion in America.

By M. Greenbaum.

The present crusade of all religious groups against the

Soviet Union has brought to the light the tremendous net work

spread by various religious groups in America.

American Capital pours virtually millions of dollars into

religious channels with the object of tempering the class

struggle through religious influence.

The facts and data gathered below will prove to the wor-

kers the necessity of counter-acting this activity by mass propo-

ganda against religion.

The mere fact that religion is not taught in the public

schools does not mean anything, when 2½ million catholic

children visit daily parochial schools , and other denominations

are not exceptions.

The Roman Catholic religion is the largest in N. Y. State.

The value of its edifices amounts to $ 177,022,018.00 and par-

sonages -$ 24,342,113. It had in 1929 about 1783 churches

(in1916 1496).-

During 1929 the Catholic churches in N. Y, State raised the

total of $ 40.362,298, of which over $ 36 million went for current

expenses.

The number of Jewish congregations in N. Y. State was

1228 in 1929 as compared with 798 in 1916. Valuation of Syna-
gogues $ 41,798,309.

The total amount raised this year by only 381 leading

congregations is $ 8,890,824.

The largest Protestant denomination in N.Y. State is the

Methodist Episcopal. It has 1930 churches, value of edifices

$ 48,590,055, Parsonages $ 1,117,061 .

The total amount raised in 1926 was $ 10,532,331 .

The number of Protestant Episcopal churches in the state

is 882 Value of edifices $ 102,341,631, and of parsonages -

$ 6,904,465

The total amount raised during the year was $ 9,778,781 .

The Presbyterians have about the same number of

churches, the value of edifices about $ 70,000,000, and parsonage

$ 5,300,100

An amount of $ 10,426,583 was raised during the year.

There are, also, some minor denominations with a consid-

erable influence.

The total value of all the edifices of N. Y. State will amount

to over 2000 million dollars. The total raised during the year

will amount to more than 200 million dollars.

The Roman Catholics in the United States are unified by

the National Catholic Welfare Conference, which has its head-

quarters in Washington D. C. Seven Bishops form its Board of

Directors. They try to influence every corner of public activity

as shown by the following sub departments :

Immigration, Publication, Motion Pictures, Civic Education,

Business, Legislation, Information etc.

It has a special news service bureau that serves about

90 catholic daily and weekly newspapers all over the U.S.

The National Catholic Welfare Conference maintains special

correspondents in principal cities all over the world. The

Bureau has the privilege of the press galleries in Congress.

The Catholics have in the U.S. a clergy of 26,353 with

17,936 churches. They have 136 seminaries and about 1,000

colleges. The number of children which attend their parochial

schools is 2,488,682.

Churches of all denominations in the U. S. were in 1926-

232,154. Value of church edifices $ 3,839,500,610.

Expenditure in 1926 $ 817,244,528,

These figures show that the churches of all denominations

possess considerable property which they wish to insure

against any possible expropriation by the social revolution,

hence their great outcry against "religious persecution" in

Soviet Russia.

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The Struggle of the Indian Railway

Workers.

By M. Ali.

"Strikes are inevitable as long as capitalism and imperialism

lasts Our struggle is against capitalism and imperialism.

Workers of the G. P. I. Railway, you are fighting as vanguard

of all the railway workers of India " Thus writes the "Rail-

wayman" the organ of the G. P. I. (Great-Indian Peninsular)

Railwaymen's Union, which is leading the present strike of the

125,000 G. P. I. Railway workers.

This estimation of the present railway strike gives a true

picture of the situation in the contemporary working class

movement of India. The Indian proletariat is carrying on a

heroic struggle against its class enemies, the British Imperia-

lists and their allies, the Indian capitalists. That is why the

Bombay workers raised aloft their red banner on the 26th of

January last, when the bourgeoisie had staged a scene of their

"independence day" while ready to sell themselves and betray

their "independence" for "very simple but vital needs" of the

Indian bourgeoisie as for example, reduction of the rupee ratio.

protection to their cotton and shipping industries, etc., the

demands put forward recently by Gandhi. The Bombay

workers declared that "the Congress Flag could never be the

real flug of independence", it was a flag of betrayal, of com-

promise with British imperialism.

That is why the Meerut trial started by the Tory imperia-

lists and carried out by the "labour" imperialists . That is why

the Indian bourgeoisie refused to help the Meerut prisoners

legally and materially. On March 20th, a year has elapsed,

since 32 leaders of the Indian working class were arrested and

thrown into prison of Meerut a small and remote town in the

North. The farce of a trial is not yet finished. The class

justice awaits them in the form of a heavy sentence of con-

viction with hard labour.

At Meerut is being tried by British imperialism not only

the working class movement in India, but the international

proletarian movement, standing for the overthrow of capita-

lism and imperialism. The chief accused in the trial is the

Communist International.

Faced by the revolt of the Colonial slaves British imperia-

lism attacks the Communist International, arrests and subjects

to cruel torture the leaders of the working class movement,

with a view to check its growth. But in spite of depriving

the working class of its leaders by repeated arrests, the move-

ment is going forward. New leaders are springing up to take

the place of those who fall victims as prisoners in the class

war. The strike of the 125000 G. I. P. railway workers carried

on in face of terrorisation by imperialist armed forces, trea-

cherous tacties of the nationalists and social-reformists, shows

that.

The strikers are being arrested, the volunteers who picket

the railway lines are terrorised by the police, the workers

are being forcibly ejected from their quarters, their water

supply is being cutt off, their meetings are forbidden and

convicts from prisons are being used as blacklegs. All this is

being done by the Anglo-Indian Government, the owner of

the Railway, under the instruction of MacDonald's Labour

Government. The agent of the railway has declared that all

those on strike should consider themselves to be dismissed from

work. Blacklegs are paid double wages to replace the strikers.
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The treacherous nationalist and social-reformists are

helping MacDonald's agents to break this strike. A reformist

union, composed of the superior grade employees of the

G. L. P. railway has refused to join the strike. At the head of

this union stands, as president, Mr. Jammadas Mehta, who

along with Jawaharlal Nehru and Subbas Bose is a leader of

the "Independence League"..

The workers are rejecting all efforts of compromise and

conciliation with the capitalists. The All-India Trade Union

Congress, now under the militant leadership of the Left

Wingers, of the Red Flag's Union, stands at the back of the

strikers . Appeals are being made by them to all the railway

workers to declare sympathetic strikes with their comrades .

They are closely watching the situation in order to see that

the strikers are not deserted and betrayed by some of the

pseudo left leaders, as the president of the G.I.P. Railwaymen's

Union, who has been showing such signs. Thus, a bulletin

issued by the Workers and Peasants Party, of Bombay, lead

by the leaders of the Red Flag Union of Bombay, says :

"The Workers of the G.IP. railway must see that

Mr. Ruikar (President of the G. I. P. Railwaymen's Union)

stands by the strike and does not begin to retreat. Mr.

Ruikar has sent a cable to MacDonald. It is very wrong

again for him to appeal to the imperialist premier to use

the strike-breaking machinery of the Trade Disputes

Act.... The G. I. P. men should go to the B. B. & C. I.

(Bombay-Baroda and Central India) Railwaymen and

appeal to them to join the struggle. Men on the B. В.

& C. I. line your conditions are as bad as those of your

comrades on the G. I. P. line. Your grievances are the

same. Join the struggle."

The G. I. P. railway workers are carrying on the struggle

for the cause for which the Meerut prisoners fought. Their

cause is the cause of the international proletariat, the over-

throw of capitalism and imperialism. They are fighting

against odds, the colonial regime of MacDonald, aided by its

Indian agents, the reformists. Their victory or defeat is the

victory or defeat of the international proletariat. The inter-

national proletariat, therefore, should come to their aid. By

helping them they will be helping the Meerut prisoners and

the cause of the revolutionary workers of the world, fighting

against capitalism, capitalist rationalisation, fascism and the

imperialist preparation for war.

STRUGGLE AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT

March 6th in Great Britain.

By W. Gallacher (London),

March 6th was a historical day for the Communist Party

inGreat Britain.

Since the formation of the Labour Government, the

disillusionment of the workers has been proceeding very

rapidly.

In the face of wage cuts, speeding up and mass dismissals

they are turning more and more to the revolutionary policy

of the Communist Party, to the policy of open struggle against

capitalism and against the Labour Government of capitalism.

And so the call of the International for mass demonstra-

tions on March 6th against unemployment and starvation met

with spirited response in all parts of the country.

The campaign carried through by the Party in Britain,

following the International call, was one of the best yet
undertaken.

In London, the demonstration at Tower Hill was a clear

indication of the responsibility that rested upon the Party for

leading the workers in revolutionary struggle. There we had

an extraordinary evidence of the militancy and revolutionary

possibilities of the workers but this militancy failed because

of the weakness of the revolutionary leadership.

The preparations for the demonstration and the organi-

sational measures for the march of the workers to the Mansion

House were deplorable.

The masses marched on to Tower Hill and demonstrated

from the beginning their support of the Communist Inter-

national and its fighting revolutionary policy. All the Party

speakers were enthusiastically received, especially so was

our Comrade who spoke as the representative of our brother

party in Germany.

But the projected march to the Mansion House was

blocked by the police and our own organisational weakness.

Yet in the march that did take place, although we got nowhere

near the Mansion House, and in the fight with the police

which took place during the demonstration the workers showed

clearly, that with proper preparation and leadership, they had

the fighting spirit that would have successfully broken through

the cordon of police.

In Bradford, the centre of the Woollen Textile area, the

demonstration was an exceptionally successful one. There

had been good preparation during the campaign, a distinctive

feature of which were the street meetings held in the after-

noon in the working class districts in the town. Thousands

of women workers atttended these meetings, short time

workers, unemployed and housewives.

On March 6th, in spite of the never ceasing rain, the

demonstration was a huge success, and at the Car Park,

a tremendous body of workers had assembled. After the

speeches, the demonstration marched to the Guardians Office,

but the deputation was refused, nevertheless, in spite of the

probition of the police, a meeting was held, which held up

the street for some time. After which the workers formed up

again and marched to the Market Square, where they were

met with a cordon of police. The police tried to seize the

banners, but the workers were able to keep the flags, and

to sweep aside the police barrier, and marched on to the

Town Hall Square, where, in spite of the continuous rain, a

further mass meeting was held.

In Scotland the outstanding feature of March 6th was the

political strike in two pits in Lanarkshire. These represent

a very great step forward in the political development of the

workers. Again bad preparation was in evidence but despite

this the workers in the two pits came out in protest against

the Labour Government and against the rationalisation drive

it represents.

In many other districts the answer to the call of the

International was very encouraging and brings out clearly

what can be done if the Party applies itself correctly to its

tasks. While the Minority Movement and the National Un-

employed Workers Movement were auxiliary bodies most

closely identified with the Party in rallying the unemployed

and employed workers to the demonstrations, the Workers

International Relief came right to the front on the 6th,

especially in London, with very well prepared feeding

arrangements. Much of the success of the Tower Hill demon-

stration was due to the work so ably carried through by the

comrades who devoted themselves to this activity.

Our greatest weakness was and is the lack of a Workers

Defence Corps. This must now receive serious attention and

the necessary forces for leading and protecting the workers

must be built up.

We now go forward to the great National Hunger March

which is to arrive in London on May Day.

March 6th has prepared the ground for the march and

for mass demonstrations on the first of May. Already the

success of March 6th and the militant character of the workers

displayed on that occasion, has forced the Social Fascist

London Trades Council to abandon its intention of running

a counter May Day demonstration. It dare not do anything

that will bring the workers on the streets. This is significant,

as is also the fact that since March 6th an ever growing

number of trade union bodies are passing resolutions con-

demning the Labour Government.

The latest of these are a Conference of Painters delegated

in London representing 60 branches and a Conference of the

Dartford Divisional Labour Party attended by 130 delegates,

in each case a resolution was passed condemning the Labour

Government.

Yes, March 6th was a great day for the Communist Inter-

national. A great day for the Party in Britain. The role of

the Daily Worker in this great effort cannot be over-estimated

Now following March 6th the Party with the Daily must

press forward to new mass actions and to the building of the

mass Party of revolutionary struggle...
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