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The Protest Movement against the SimOn 
Commission in India. 

By 0. Lu ·ha n i. 

Some days before the Parliamentary Commission appointed 
to investigate the question of the Indian Constitution arrived 
in ,Bombay, the semi-official Angilo-Indian organ, the "Times 
of India", appearing in Bombay, wrote regarding this Com
mission that "it does not inspire that degree ol confidence ne
cessary in order that its work sha:11 be fruitful and its decisions 
acceptable". This confession ol the semi-official organ of the 
British government is very significant. 

So far as the majority of the Indian population is con
cerned, the question does .not consist in the ",degree of con
fi.dence" towards the Commission, hut in the strength oi the active 
opposition not only towards the Commission but also towards 
the great Power which stands behind it, i. e. the British govern
ment. The mass protest demonstrations and strikes which took 
place ,in Bombay, Madras and Calcutta on the day o! the arrival 
o! the Commission compelled the British government to resort 
to arms. Some demonstrators were killed and wounded and 
several were arrested. In Calcutta "order" has been restored 
with the aid of armoured cars which .drove up and down all 
the streets. 

These events prove very clearly that the Commission had a 
very "warm" reception. Even the burning of the effigies of the 
Chairman of the Commission, Sir John Simon, as well as of 
Birkenhead, Baldwin and Ramsay MacDonald, do not exhaust 
with their popular symbolism the entire significance of the 
events o! February 3rd. That which took place in the streets of 
Bombay, Madras and Calcutta means that the masses have 
flung their challenge not only to the Commission, but to the Power 
by which it was created. The demonstrators marched through 
the streets with the slogan: "Down with British imperia1'ism!" 
This was to some extent a repetition of that slogan which was 
to be heard .in the streets ol the Foreign concession in Shanghai 
about three years ago, on 30th May, 1925. 

At its meeting in December The Indian National Congress 
recommended "mass demonstrations" as a part of the pro
gramme of action for the boycott of the Commission. With 
reluctance and solely under the pressure of the iron law of de
velopment of the national revolutionary struggle, the Congress 
had inserted in its resolution on the boycott of the Commission, 
"mass d�monstrations" on the day of the arrival of the Com-




