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Strike Struggles 1n India 

THE revolutionary tide in India, forced on 
by mass strike movements in Calcutta, 

Bombay, Jamshedpur, etc., daily gains mo
mentum, expressing the sharpening class 
struggle as well as a general maturing of the 
labor movement. 

Strikes are occurring in rapid succession in 
the most important industrial centers of the 
<:ountry, with the general strike of the 150,-
000 Bombay textile workers still going on-a 
struggle in which the basic demands put up 
are not of an economic nature, but a strug
gle for the re-employment of 6,000 dismissed 
workers fired during the strike of last year 
and for. the retention of the revolutionary or
ganizations, factory committees, etc. This 
heroic fight continues in spite ofthe betrayals 
by the reformist mislelj.ders like N. M. Joshi, 
indicating the growing influence of the left
revolutionary wing under whose leadership 
most of the economic and political struggles 
of today are being fought. 

Also in Madras and Cawnpore, strikes have 
broken out in the textile industry, further re
flecting the serious crisis in the India textile 
industry, the unbridgeable chasm between im
perialism and colonial India, and the contra
dictions between the growth of the textile in
dustry and the shrinkage of the domestic 
market. · 

The revolutionary crisis in India, however, 
is not confined to the textile industry. The 
strike· of the 3,000 tinplate workers against 
the Tinplate Company of Galmuri, Jamshe
pur, owned by the powerful Burmah Oil 
Company, has entered its sixth month. Here 
again, the rank and file of a reformist trade 
union are conducting a militant fight in di
rect opposition to the bureaucrats. 

But of outstanding significance is the mili
tant strike of the 200,000 jute workers in 
Calcutta in answer to the attempts of the 
Indian Jute Mills Association to lengthen the 
working week from 54 to 60 hours without 
an increase in pay. · 

The strike which started in a few jute mills 
in the beginning of August was extended to 
unheard of proportions. In spite of the mass 
shooting of strikers, wholesale arrests of mill 
workers and leaders of the left-wing trade 

union, the sabotage and treachery of the 
national-reformist trade union leaders, who 
from the start attempted to throttle the strike, 
and the series of repressive measures, such 
as the "Public Safety Bill" and the "Trades 
Disputes Act", the mill workers brought the 
cotton mills in Calcutta to a complete stand
still. 

So effective were the militant tactics of the 
workers that on August 17, the Committee 
of the Indian Jute Mills Association was 
forced to agree to an increase of wages com
mensurate with the longer working hours, 
resumption of the old individual output quo
tas, provisions for maternity benefits, and to 
take on again all the workers who had been 
discharged or on strike. 

Attempts of the employers to victimize the 
leaders of the workers after the liquidation of 
the strike were countered by a fresh mass 
strike on the part of 45,000 workers in the 
Hoogly District and Hawrah, 30,000 in the 
Budge-Budge mills, with the strike rapidly 
spreading. 

A characteristic feature of this and other 
strikes of today is the exceptional class soli
darity within the ranks of the Indian work
ing class. Practically the whole of the work
ing class in Calcutta rose to defend the jute 
workers. Ten thousand workers of the Bur
mah-Shell Oil Company went out on a sym
pathetic strike, as did workers on the city rail
way. In the jute industry itself the pressure 
brought to . bear by the capitalists in certain 
given sections was and is met by solidarity 
strikes of all the workers in the industry. 

At the same time, the peasantry, struggling 
under revolting conditions of labor, suffering 
mass unemployment, starvation, etc. , forced 
upon them by the merciless oppression of 
Anglo-Indian exploitation, and roused by the 
heroic action of the working class of India, 
are slowly but surely awakening. The re
prisals, mass trials and mass arrests taking 
place against the revolutionary peasant organ
izations in the _eeasant province of Punjab 
bear witness to the fact that the revolutionary 
movement is spreading to the countless mass
es of peasants. So intensified has become the 
class struggle in India that nothing can stay 
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the growth of the revolutionary movement 
among the Indian workers and peasants. 

These events in India, mark a new stage in 
the Indian Labor movement-an era in which 
the · working class is the dominant force in 
the national liberation movement, in which 
strike struggles are growing to unheard of 
dimensions, taking the form of a determined 
and resolute proletarian offensive directed 
against foreign imperialism and the native 
bougeoisie. They cannot but force onward 
preparations for an All-India general strike, a 
strike for which the Left Wing must further 
consolidate its ranks, purging itself of all re
formists and, in general, adhering to and fol-

lowing the line of class struggle as laid down 
by the P.P.T,U.S. 

The powerful class struggle in India today 
makes it more urgent than ever for establish
ing a united revolutionary front between the 
workers and peasants of India and the work
ers of all countries of the Pacific, for the pur
pose of waging an effective fight against im
perialism and the native bourgeoisie every
where and putting an end to the oppression 
of one and the exploitation of the other. The 
affiliation of the entire trade union movement 
of India to the P.P.T.V.S. will constitute a 
great step forward in this direction. 

The International Slavery Office 
of the League of Nations 

By G. SLAVIN 

O NE of the darkest chapters in the history 
of colonial exploitation is found in pres

ent-day colonial slavery in a masked form . 
Everything possible is done by the imperial
ists to prevent information regarding the use 
of compulsory labor to leak into the press. 
Some things, though few, are coming to 
light, and what is. already known is sufficient 
to provide ·a more or less accu.rate conception 
of the true position of the colonial slaves. 

Not so long ago, a great deal of noise was 
made by a book coming ftom the pen of Al
bert Lonqres, a French journalist, in which 
the writer describes the conditions of labor 
in French Equatorial Africa. 

M. Londres tells how these unfortunate 
blacks, are being used to lay the Brazzaville
Ocean railway with the aid of pick, shovel 
and sledge-hammer-without any mechanical 
d~vices or transport; how they bore out 
whole tunnels, and have to carry the building 
materials for the line distances covering hun
dreds of miles. Kept at it for ten and eleven 
hours a day, they are half-starved, almost en
tirely naked, unsheltered and, like beasts, are 
left to face all the changes of weather with 
no covering or other protection. 

Small wonder, then, that they die like 
flies. For every kilometer of line laid down 
by them, almost 200 corpses are thrown into 
shallow graves. For the last ten years, only 
90 kilometers (One kilometer equals five-

eights of a mile.-Editor) in all have been 
laid, yet more than 17,000 Negroes have per
ished in laying that short stretch. Keeping 
these conditions in mind, one is not sur
prised to learn that during the forty years 
France has ruled the Congo, the native popu
lation has decreased by 75 per cent. 

This is the way the natives are exploited 
in one French colony. It need hardly be 
added that France is no worse than Portugal, 
Spain, Holland or any other of the "civil
ized" countries which have taken upon them
selves the "burden" of adapting the "back
ward races" to European civilization. 

It is not the actual labor task alone that 
kills these Negroes. Many of them die while 
still on the road, without ever reaching their 
destination, as they are mostly made to march 
to the scene of their future labor on foot, are 
very badly fed, and are not afforded any pro
per night-camp facilities . If their route lies 
along a river, then they are transported on 
barges, suffering agonies from the lack of 
air if they are crowded below deck, and suf
fering the intolerable heat of day and the 
sharp chill of night if they are herded, shel
terless, on deck. Often enough it happens 
that some fall overboard from simple exhaus
tion, to perish in the water, as no barge will 
be stopped merely to save a drowning native . 
laborer. 

By rounding up the healthiest and fittest 


