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Labour Imperialism and India .

By C
.

P
. Dutt .

The British Labour Government has made its first contri-
tion towards policy in India since it

s

accession to office . The
nouncement , made through the mouth o

f

the Viceroy in

lia , follows a line fairly accurately forecast beforehand . This
not surprising , for the foreign policy o

f

the Labour Govern-

n
t , a
s already exemplified in the case o
f Egypt , the Middle

st and China , is bound within very narrow limits . The first
tor in the situation is the increasing development o

f

mass dis-
atent and revolutionary ferment inside India . The second

to
r

is that the Labour Government is pledged to maintain
continue the imperialist policy agreed upon jointly by al

l

British Parliamentary parties and typified in the joint parti-
pation in the Simon Commission .

The Simon Commission , the report o
f

which will not b
e

ady until 1930 , was rejected and boycotted even b
y

the bulk
bourgeois nationalists . The Indian National Congress pled-

d itself last year to take drastic action if the British Govern-

e
n
t

does not offer Dominion Status to India by the end o
f

1929. Under the pressure o
f

radical forces , growing stronger
along with the intensification o

f repression , the Congress has
selected the "left " nationalist leader Jawaharlal Nehru a

s Pre-
sident o

f

the coming session in Lahore , Ghandi having declined
the responsibility .

Under these circumstances , if the Labour Government made no
more concessions , the Congress would be bound to commit itself
to some form o

f

action . Yet most of the bourgeois leaders would

b
e glad to find an excuse for retreating . Thus , the British La-

bour Government has it
s

chance o
f appearing to do something

new which would be eagerly seized by those harbouring expec-
tations from a Labour Government , while at the same time it

would in no way alter the policy fixed by imperialism .

The Viceroy's statement does two things . Firstly , it makes a

new vague promise o
f

Dominion Status which goes no further
than anything previously said :
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"I am authorized on behalf of his Majesty's Govern-
ment to state clearly that in their judgment it is implicit
in the declaration of 1917 that the natural issue of India's
constitutional progress , as there contemplated , is the attain-
ment of Dominion Status ."

Secondly , following a suggestion already made by Simon ,
it proposes a Round Table Conference of " a

ll parties and inte-
rests " after the Simon Commission has made its report and for
the purpose o

f discussing the findings o
f

the Simon Commission .

There is nothing here which meets the Indian bourgeois

nationalist demand for a Round Table Conference empowered to
decide the future Constitution of India . The British Conser-
vative press emphasises that the Viceroy's statement contains

"no promises and no change of policy " , that the Simon Com-
mission is still the sole channel for proposals on India and that
the British Parliament remains the final arbiter .

Nevertheless , a
s in the case o
f

the Egyptian Treaty , all
sections o

f

the Labour Party are busily extolling the new decla-
ration a

s the basis for a happy solution o
f

the Indian problem ,

a
s

the I. L. P
. "New Leader " calls it . The "Daily Herald " says

there is now "complete unity o
f purpose " in Britain and India

and the path to co -operation is now open .

The Executive of the I. L. P
.
in a resolution "congratulates the

Government in its re -affirmation of the justice of India's claim for
self -government " and urges an amnesty for political prisoners to

create a favourable atmosphere of discussion .

Acceptance o
f this even by the bourgeois wing o
f

the natio-
nalists is not such a foregone conclusion . If the Simon Com-
mission was boycotted why should it

s report be discussed ?

Nevertheless , even Jawaharlal Nehru talks o
f
a Conference being

acceptable if the present "war -like " policy o
f

the government is

discontinued and the fundamental basis of the Conference is

satisfactory . The basis will probably not prove satisfactory but
the immediate object of the British Labour Government will be
served if the attention of the Indian Congress is diverted to

these conditions for co -operation .

The Labour Government is turning from the Simon Com-
mission because it knows that this body is too compromised in

India . The Government , however , is carrying out precisely that
which the Simon Commission will propose .

POLITICS

The Formation of the Government
in France .

By J. Berlioz (Paris ) .

The Briand -Tardieu Cabinet was defeated in the Chamber
on a vote on a standing order question by 288 votes of all parties

o
f

the Left and o
f

the intransigent nationalist fraction o
f

the
Right Marin group , against 277 votes o

f

the Centre and o
f

the
moderate Right .

After Briand's resignation it required nearly two weeks
before Tardieu was able to draw up his list o

f

Ministers . This
shows that it is a difficult job for French capitalism to find for
the government a formula which reconciles the firm conduct

o
f

its affairs by the big bourgeoisie with the absolute neces-
sity o

f taking into account the profound discontent o
f

the petty
bourgeoisie and the unrest among the peasantry and also o

f

curbing the revolutionary spirit o
f

the proletariat .

After Daladier , the leader of the Radical Party , had tried
first to form a purely "Left " Ministry with the inclusion of

the Socialists , and then a Ministry o
f

the Centre and the Lefts ,

Clémentel , another Radical , failed in the attempt to form a con-
centration Cabinet , in which the most important posts were to

be given to the Radicals . In all these attempts it was the resi-
stance o

f

the big bourgeoisie which wrecked all the new com-
binations , because it would not have had the key positions in

its hands . Daladier's combinations were not sufficiently to the
Right in the eyes o

f

the big bourgeoisie . Clementel's combination

failed on account of Daladier's demand that he , and
else , should receive the post o

f

Minister of the Interior .

The parties o
f

the Centre and o
f

the moderate Righ

to remain the masters of the situation . Consequently , Tard
was entrusted with the formation o

f

the New Ministry . T

was one of the first politicians to pronounce the formula

"Republican Concentration " of " al
l

parties o
f

respectable p
e

His intention a
t first was to exclude the Republican -Deno

Union of Marin a
s being too much to the Right and

himself upon the parties o
f

the Centre and the Left , while
same time offering six or seven government seats to

dicals . In this maner he hoped , by means of some prom
personalities to split the group of the radical socialists u

obtain the majority .

Confusion among the radicals seemed to be very grea
parliamentary fraction met on the 2nd November and deci
46 votes against 2

8 (out o
f

121 members ) to prohibit an e

cipation in the Tardieu Ministry . The Right wing o
f

the m

party advocated a sort o
f

co -operation with Tardieu , b

the basis o
f
a very demagogic minimum programme ( di
s

ment , great tax alleviation , amnesty , abandonment o
f

th
e

gretation bills etc. ) which Tardieu was unable to accept
Left wing , which carried the day , declared collaboration
personality so discredited before the toiling masses to re

possible . Entry into such a Ministry would hopelessly
promise the "Left " .

The radical socialists submitted to this decision . But
dieu could not retreat . The admission of the failure of his
sion would have meant a prolongation of the crisis . He the
turned again to the Right and opened the door for the cer
group o

f

the Radicals , (Loucheur ) while a
t

the same tim
viting the Marin group into the Ministry .

The new Cabinet comprises 16 Ministers and 1
2 :

Secretaries o
f

State , instead o
f

the former 18 Ministers . T

Tardieu decided on such an extension of the Ministry , he

so in order to replace the quality o
f his collaborators

quantity .

With regard to foreign policy Tardieu wishes to con
the "pacifism " of Briand , who is again entrusted with the F

reign Ministry , in order to secure the support o
f

the Le T

comedy o
f
a "Great Ministry of peace " is to be played

finish whilst the repressive measures against the Com
Party o

f

France , which is exposing the feverish war prep »

tions , are being increased .

But such a policy , which will also include concessions
question o

f

the evacuation o
f

the Rhineland and in the ques

o
f

the Saar district ( a precondition o
f

which is Germany's
conditional accession to the anti -Soviet bloc ) , will cost Tar . 4

a
t least the abstention from voting of the Rights , who are

sely linked up with the Comité d
e forges . The so - called

the Radicals and the Socialists , will be compelled to take
creasingly into account the pressure o

f

the workers and
peasantry , and in their endeavour to obtain a leading rek
the bourgeois government which would enable them to ap
these masses , will probably vote against Tardieu . Tardieus
jority , resting chiefly on the Centre , will remain insecure . *
are therefore in an era o

f insecurity o
f

the governments ,

in turn is the expression o
f

the shakiness of French capita

The Communist Party of course could not expect any
from the various bargainings o

f

the parties during the

It has conducted an energetic campaign against the illus
which again began to arise in broad sections of the *

regarding the possibilities of improvements and reforms
brought about by a "Left " government . It has untiringly exp
the imperialist role of the socialists and before all the demag

o
f

the Left wing of the Socialist Party of France , which re

only on opportunist grounds to participate in the govern

It has made use of the unrest of the people during the criss
order to develop a mass movement for the struggle agains
conspiracy framed up by the bourgeoisie and for the legal
the Party .


