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The results of the recent by-elections have revealed two
different tendencies. They show the -outstanding victory of
the Left forces headed by the CPI (M) in West Bengal. They
simultaneously reveal the defeat of the bourgeois opposition
parties at the hands of the Congress (I) outside West Bengal—
in Orissa, Bihar and U.P. These successes of the Congress (I)
were also partly the result of misuse of State power, rigging,
bribery and coercion. Nonetheless, it cannot be said that the
bourgeois opposition parties have rendered a good account of
themselvés in the midst of widespread suffering and privations
of the common man, imposed by the Congress (I) regime.

The West Bengal victories of the Left Front, headed by the
CPI (M), constitute an inspiring achievement of our Party, of
the Left Front and the people of West Bengal against the chal-
lenge of the authoritarian forces. They climaxed the struggle of
the Left forces against the campaign of slander, murder and
arson sedulously conducted over months by the Congress(l),
aided by the Central Government. The decisive victory of our

Party and the Left forces, the virtual rout of the Congress (I),

has not only enhanced the prestige of our Party, it has streng-
thened the democratic forces all over India, and the desire and
urge for Left unijty.

The CPI (M) nominee of the Left Front for the Steeram-
pore Lok Sabha constituency, and one CPI and five CPI(M)
nominees for the Assembly constituencies won the election
with big and increased margins, The Polit Bureau statement on
the election observes: In contrast to the Congress (I)-ruled Sta-
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(o4 where also by-elec tionn wore held, the percentagaiof pollinyg
it West Bengal was maueh higher. Thiv is obviously (he resull
of the people in West Benga! iooking upon the Left Front and
(ts uilies as a reliable politicul force in the State with s own

The defence of people’s nterests over four years, the help
rendered to the working ciigs (6 improve its living standards,
the protection of democratic liberlics and refusal to s preven
tive detention measures and the Nationai Security Act, the
freedom of strike and trade union movement guaranlesd (o
the workers and employees including State Government ampli
yoet, the agrarian legislation which has shaken the counbiy
Mide and given new confidence to the oppressed bargudui, the

tolis! from debt, ete.—these were the fnatruments ol ihe fLefl

Ab apningt this what is the source of the Congress (1) vies
1y e other Stutes? The statement of the P. B correctly obue:
ven! ke 1 notes that the by-election results are no cause
ol vefuiving for the Congress (1), The low polling—as low as 25
por il Inon bighty politica! constituency like Allahabad—is
un ndes of tha tremesdous dissatisfaction of the people witi
the Canpiens (13, wha, in the abrence of a viable alternative,

ahntulned vom exeroluing thelr franohise®.

The 10, bentdes, aoted the unsorupulous use of the admi-

SRRt et Ve appatitis by e riling pirty in the elections, This was
00 oiie Iy Bihae, sid wie moai Bintantly seon in the Garhwal
e B bl sonatituency where nrmed policemoen were brought
SR olalde the Bate (o Intimidate the voters, booihs were

paptired wnd the election rigged,
Buch fn the contrast between the two victories.
ATTACK ON LiFTSORIENTED MINISTRIES
The monthy since the last meeting of the Central Commi-

e unw & concenltrited offensive of the ruling party: against

2

the Left Front Ministries of West Bengal and Tripura and the
Left Democratic Front Ministry of Kerala. The battle be;fWeen
the forces of authoritarianism and_ the forces of democracg‘f 'wa's
finding expression ifi the three States with the Congress ()
unscrupulously using slander and lies, entering into u:sc:': u)-
lous alliances with forces it considered reactionary, and ‘cf q-
nising violence with the aid of anti-s-cial gangs t:) cre‘a*c li‘v
and order problems in these States. e

The aim of these manoeuvres and slanders was to create
an atmosphere of destabilisation of the Ministries, by isolating
them from the democratic public opinion in other Siates ang
undermining their base in their own States.

These attacks failed miserably exposing and unmasking
the anti-democratic practices of the Congress {I). The people
of West Bengal refused to respond to the April 3 bandh call
the working class kept the wheels of indusiry moving, and thé
bandh enly demonstrated the isolation of the Congress(I) from
21:}05::;%2 ATh‘E:' :’dw viclulian‘cc ex?i}c-i-f?ci on the streets of

al pril 3, the burning of buses and trams, and the
killing of women and children sent a waye of revulsion through-
out the country and compelied the organisers of the I}andf’;)
disown and repudiaic them. But nothing could save thé
Congress (). The people of Caleutta had seen the a.nti—sociél
elements organising the bandh ‘and throwing hundreds of
bombs on passing vehicles.

So deep was the revulsion and anger in West Bengal, after
tens of thousands saw the exhibition of burnt buses and trams
that the Congress (I} got cold feet and decided to ‘boycott’ tbu;'
municipal elections.

The incendiary violence discredited the Congress (I) party
and the big bourgeois Press itself had to comment on it -anc;
denounce it. Perhaps, since the return to power of the Congress
(I), there was not such universal condemnation of the ruling
party by the Press '

To quote one such editorial ; *“Perhaps never have buses
and trams with passengers in them been subjected to such
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5 e s The pattern of violence showe
atie and savVage atfacks. ! e g

systematic and b se responsible may have

borate preparations. Not all of tho 0
glcae?-]ug;gp;esl;“ {I) supperters, .e.tmi-_social .ela‘ilenzsd mg:z ‘:izcryl
have taken a hand. But littig distinction COL{!._[? e ;n-rq eklwW _t.he
their apparent aims. Surelyt, the Congress 1\1:‘164,6: hn:é W,en
likely consequenccsi of thew bandiih;iﬂzn;,n.hc; éfat:;a,apdain}u; b

iculate 41 violence, even restiiing 1 h 1d injuri
(;J:cl):llléa:::?v;h&:eir purpose of increasing tlension, thatF Fu;ir]ct;

iso‘r(‘;er would strengthen their case against the Leit Fron
yg}ovemmant.” (The Statesmail, April 5)

Following the defcat inflicted on April 3, the peo_rlf: of W?ii
Bengal inflicted anocther crushing t'iefeat. :)n'I,he ‘:!;’ngrfbs ¢ ,
and its allies in the municipal el.e*tzons in Ma}{.m.[‘.fos.t:ga .1 .‘ntci
Congress (1) boycotted the clections, the (H’g{!!?ibul-l(,ﬂ'. ,.Tm { o
allies were straining every nerve 10 sct:-ur: .lhc po ;‘m lal ) ;o (,,‘
They were routed. The Left, Tront and its allies .c:-z}?t.‘ur.-..d -J_Q pCl,
cent of the 1409 seais and secured zllbso!uie majo‘nty in 68 out
of 87 municipalities for which elections were held.

The Tripura Leit Front Ministry was also uniier continuous
pressure {rom the Centre and the Congress (D). 111: both S.tates,"
the Centre misused ifs power and starved them of sugphei of
essential articies inciuding food. In 1'??.1-'”11'3’ l?esm‘:es, the Con-
gress (1) clements entered into open alliance with a S?Cesslozft
tribal group which, encouraged by help from acr_.'pss‘; the bul; e,
was organising raids and assaults on the qon—tnlbals. The u:zn-
gress (I) also joined hands with the notoricus Amra B({ngzi,lee
organistion which had playsd a ruesox e role two years ago
in aitacking and mt rdering tribal citizens.
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[n Kerala, the Congress (i) has been unscrupulqufs,iy ajctemp-
ting to exploit RSS and Naxalite activities to undennine tL’*
Coalition Ministry and create an all-India atmosphere to bring
it dow.

Smt. Indira Gandhi during her visits to Kerala would not
utter a word against the murder campaign aj the RSS; on Il!?c
ofher haad, she maligned the Ministry and held it Fespons! bie
for alleged breakdowa of law and order. Similarly, themurders
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and violence organised by the Naxalites were used to condemn

the Ministry and make out a case for.coliapse of iaw and
order.

The campaign was carried on to dizzy heights by the Union
Home Minister for State, Sri Makwana, who virtually called
for a liberation struggle. This inciting call was initially given
by the State Congress (I) leader Karunakaran, who called on
several parties to join together for such a struggle. But with
the counter-offensive from the partners in the Miristry, the
Congress (1) retreated from its call® and Makwana denied that
he ever gave such a call. Once more, popular forces compelled
a temporary retreat on the authoritarian forces. The Centrai
Government is now planning to interfere in the affairs of {he
State by appointing a Commission of Enguiry to investigate
the “spirit” scandal,

Tt must be realised that the survival and continuance of
the Ministries in the midst of the ¢ leepening crisis of the
economy’ constitutes-a signal achievement offthe democratic
forces, No Left Front Ministry or Communist Ministry of an
earlier period’ could survive for more than a couple of yearts
despite the fact that the crisis was notso all-pervading and
the authoritarian forces had not yet fuily revealed their
dictatorial ambitions.

Today, if the Ministries continue despite repeated conspi=
racies, it is because of the wide sympathy of the democratic
forces with them, and the Party’s efforts to harness broad
resistence to  authoritarianism, and a general sense oOf
awareness among the advanced sections all over the country
that the existence of thesc Ministries is connected with

44w
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survival of parlimentary norms.

J

This support, of course, would have been unthinkable
without the achievements of these Ministries, their alternative
policies, their defence of the democratic rights of the people

and our Party’s principled stand on the national and internatio-
nal issues facing the country.

The. understanding of the Party that broad sections of
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the people, including bourgeois opposition parties, are interes?ed
in stemming the advance of one-party rule, the understanding
that intense conflict for governmental power drives oppo-
sition parties to take a stand against assaults on parliamentary
norms, has helped it to unite these forces ona number .of
important issues. The Left-oriented Ministries could survive
and fight back because Indira Gandhi could not succeed in her
efforts to isolate them from the democratic forces in the
ceantry; she did attempt to capitalise on anti-Communist
p&;':‘ldices, appealed to the short-sighted and selfish policies
of some sections of bourgeois parties in some States, but she

failed.

Those who thought that with the return to, power of Indira
Gandhi, the fate of the Ministries was automatically sealed,
underestimated the strength of democratic forces, of the opposl-

tion to authoritarianism.

This aspect of the situation was highlighted during the no-
confidence motion against the Government in the Lok Sabha
when speaker after speaker from different political parties,
keeping aside their differences on many questions, concentrated
an exposing the Government’s attacks on democratic rights
and ity anti-people cconomic policies.

CHANG D ¢ TRCUMSTANCES

Nowithstanding these achievements, the fight against the
authoritarian forces takes place in changed circumstances, not
all of which are favourable to the unity of democratic forces.
The situation gets complicated by the assault of divisive forces
on toilers’ unity, on the unity of the democratic forces. These
challenges partly arise out of the capitalist path with its
compromise with the pre-capitalist relations in existence, which
provides material conditions for sectarian caste and communal
outlooks. These challenges arc partly the result of direct
imperialist conspiracies.

The concept of national unity is being agsailed (rom all
sides. The assault of divisive forecs renders diflicult tho task

(§)

of mobilising all democratic forces in the struggle against
authoritarianism.

The situation gets complicated by the opportunism of some
bourgeois opposition parties which exploit the divisive and
obscurantist appeal in their conflict with the Government to
get cheap popularity and electoral advantage.

Along with internal fissiparous tendencies, the country is
facing a direct challenge from U.S. imperialism which is
feverishly arming Pakistan’s military rulers.

The divisive challenges, the threat to national unity, comes
in the midst of a worsening economic situation, an unpreceden-
ted rate of inflation, imposing extreme suffering on the people.
The crisis-ridden economy has to seek more and more foreign
help, with the grip of multinationals and the World Bank
tightening over it. This leads to greater and greater attacks
on democratic rights, sharpening the authoritarian attacks on
the people.

The mass struggles against the effects of the economic crisis
and impoverishment, which witnessed a period of lull immedi-
ately after the return of Indira Gandhi to power, are now
showing an upward trend.

The massive peasant struggles of last year ending in the
gigantic Kisan March made the new rise evident. This was
accompanied by the struggles of students and other sections of
the people.

During recent months, the lull on the working class front
has been broken. The loco strike and the Bangalore public
sector strike are the warning shots of things to come. The
Bombay Convention with its proposed call for a one-day token
industrial strike may mark a new stage in the development of
the workers’ struggle after January 1980. While the rising
mass discontent expresses itself against the regime in several
ways, the Left forces and their mass organisations are active in
the field to channelise it into a democratic anti-authoritarian
direction. The Left-oriented Ministries, their achievements,
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become big weapons to stabilise and direct this discontent into
the required channels.

The bourgeois opposition parties continue to have their
conflict with the ruling party. But they are not only unmindful
of the divisive challenges, but are also not choosy about the
means to fight the ruling party. Thereby they contribute to
the disunity of the democratic forces.

In recent months, their rivalries have intensified and they
have shown their incapacity to unite their forces to confront the
ruling party in the several by-elections. Their common front
on the no-confidence motion was followed by contests among
themselves in the elections, The Congress (U) seems to be
passing through an inner crisis. Unable to live without power,
sections of Congressmen seek peace with Indira Gandhi to be
admitted to the Congress (I) table.

The Six Parties’ Coordination got gradually frozen. But
the efforts for joint action did not end with it. They found
new ways—Kisan March, etc. And now the trade union
leaders from these very parties have come together for common
action.

LEFT UNITY STRENGTHENED

In this period, with all the zig-zags, the urge for Left uni.ty
has grown, Left unity is strengthened. The CPI still has its
own inhibitions in relation to the development of a broad
forum of resistance.

The CPI has undergone an inner convulsion with the
expulsion of Dange. Though very few people have left along
with him, there are quite a number of his supporters function-
ing from inside the party, which is bound to lead to vacillations
on important issues.

Indira Gandhi, in pursuance of her game of organised
disruption of the Left, has floated a new FSU to checkmate
the CPI and its control of the Soviet friendship organisation.
This is a serious attempt to wean away certain sections from the
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CPI and 'growingly push forward the Congress (1) friendship
organisation as the main organisation. '

The ruling party is systematically pursuing its efforts to
undermine parliamentary democtacy and install one-party
rile. It has been frustrated repeatedly in its efforts by the
united voice of the Opposition and democratic forces. But its
efforts continue. But it is leading itself into a more and more
difficult situation. It has not only been unable to offer any
economic relief, it cannot offer even the good and functioning
administration which it had promised. In fact, the adminis-
tration has totally collapsed and compromises the security of
the ordinary citizen. '

The bureaucracy and the police run amuck. To forestall
populdr resistance, the Congress(I) is taking one dictatorial
step after another—the NSA, attacks on the Judiciary, grab-
bing more powers for the Centre, open defiance of the courts,
attacks on the Left-oriented and other non-Congress (I)
Governments,

To keep itself in power, it relies on divisive forces, on the
backward sections, on Muslim communalists, and is afraid of
exposing the divisive conspiracies of the imperialists, The
ruling party endangers the unity of the country and makes
the country dangerously vulnerable to imperialist conspiracies.

The continuance of the authoritarian party in power means
not only danger to democracy, it means an invitation to inter-
nal and foreign anti-national forces to prevail over the people.
The Party, therefore, must address itself to these various tasks
in the fight against authoritarianism.

BOURGEOIS OPPOSITION PARTIES IN DISARRAY

The process of bourgeois opposition parties drifting away
from each other continues. In Parliament they join in
common opposition to, and exposure of, the Congress(T)
Government, their unity was shown on the no-confidence
motion. : -




But outside, in recent months, they have hardly shown
any interest in united activity and have embarked upon con-
solidation at each other’s expense.

Their incapacity to give a combined fight to the ruling party
in the by-elections speaks for itself. But the Party had fore-
seen these vacillations and wanderings and warned against
them. Notwithstanding that, these same parties united in
launching a ‘mass’ movement in Gujarat against the ruling
Ministry, involving thousands; such is the contradictory
character of the situation. And it is so because the opposition
bourgeois parties are in dire need of governmental power and
are unable to strike a bargain with the ruling party. Their
conflict continues, it i8 more and more attuned to parliamentary
heroics, but also can, and does, take the form of appeal
to the masses.

' The Central Committee’s review of the Assembly elections
of May 1980 had significantly observed: ‘“‘Defections, be-
trayals, crossings-over from the Congress to the Janata have
taken place in recent times. In the Rajya Sabha, the Cong-
ress(I) was in a minority. Only at its last session, the Rajya
Sabha adopted an amendment to the President’s Address dis-
approving any action against non-Congress(I) Governments,
despite Congress(I) opposition. But now the Congress(I) has
secured a majority in the Upper House to endorse the dissolu-
tion of nine Assemblies.

“The Congress (U) is getting weaker every day. Sri
Swaran Singh is again wearing the Congress(I) badge. Sri
Devraj Urs is endeavouring to seek an understanding with the
Left. In Kerala the Congress is part of the broad alliance
which supports the Coalition Ministry...”

The C. C. review of the Lok Sabha election of January
1980 observed : “‘Indira Gandhi’s victory of Chickmagalur
boosted the prestige of the organisation. At this, a large num-
ber of Congressmen walked over from the Congress... But then
a reverse process started for some time. Devraj Urs, the
Karnataka Chief Minister, fell. out with Indira Gandhi, joined
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the Congress and gave it a big boost. A number of Congress(I)
members of Parliament went over to the Swaran Singh Cong-
ress (Congress-S) raising its strength to 74, reducing the
Congress(I) to 70. The Congress(S) was recognised as the
official Opposition and its leader Y. B. Chayan as the leader
of the Opposition.”” The 1978 Assembly ‘dections in five
States demonstrated the strength of the Congress(I) and again
there were crossings-over.

The 1980 election which gave the Congress(I) an absolute
majority in the Lok Sabha, was marked by poor showing of
the Congress(U). And crossings-over were inevitable. Those
who had lost all hope of coming anywhere near power by
opposing the Congress(I), now decided to make a bee-line to
it. Chavan had planned his desertion for a long time and has
succeeded in taking away the bulk of the Maharashtra
Congress(UJ) leadership with him. To a certain extent this
was inevitable, the Congress(U) position being thoroughly
untenable. Its dominant leadership did not favour an
understanding with the Left. Chavan’s remark that in the
Kisan March he saw nothing but a sea of red flags, was nothing

' but a protest against joining hands with the Left. Jagjivan

Ram shares this view with Chavan, At the same time, being

- ‘genuine’ Congressmen, they could join hands with neither

the BJP nor the Janata. They knew their followers were
extremely vulnerable to the anti-BJP and anti-Janata appeal.
This meant ploughing a lonely furrow and some of these
leaders were not prepared for it. Chavan’s defection is no
doubt a windfall for Indira Gandhi and has disorganised the
Congress(U).

Whether Devraj Urs and Jagjivan' Ram will carry on a
fight to maintain the organisation isto be seen. Obviously,
it cannot be liquidated just for the asking. There are demo-
cratic elements in the organisation seeking greater cooperation

_ with the Left and more earnest than their leaders to fight the

authoritarian forces. The resolution of the Jullundur Party
Congress noted : “The leadership which now controls the
Congress was deeply involved in the installation of the Emer-
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gency rule and imposition of the notorious 42nd Amendmen.
Act on the people. Many of them had compromised their
honour and conscience to prostrate themselves before Indira
Gandhi and Sanjay to continue in their ministerial posts.
Recently, they have been critical of the ‘wild excesses’ of
the Emergency {l.,ugh parading its gains as well.

“3imultancously there are other elements who are forth-
right in their denunciation of the Emergency rule, the anti-
democratic functioning of the Congress, and support the
demand for democratic advance and uphold anti-imperialist,
anti-monopolist, anti-landlord and non-alignment policies.
They also stand for expanding friendly relations with the
Socialist world.”” It will be an obvious error to ignore these
elements and not help them to consolidate themselves despite
defections of top leaders. We must, however, be prepared
for further defections and crossings-over after the results of
the by-elections.

The other bourgeois opposition parties except the BIP also
reveal inner stresses and loss of grip. T

The Lok Dal was faced with disintegration, with the
threatened action against Devi Lal and Kumbharam Arya.
The issue here was direct association with the Kisan March.
Though peace is now made, the dictatorial and whimsical
functioning of Charan Singh has become an obstacle to the
expansion and maintenance of the organisation. That is why
both Madhu Limaye and George Fernandes had to withdraw
‘from the Six Parties Coordination and the Kisan March
respectively. However, Charan Singh and his Lok Dal do
continue to maintain a mass base in U.P. Karpoori Thakur
continues to have his mass influence but he also is not pulling
on with Charan Singh.

While the Janata Party is just marking time, the BIPis

vigorously projecting itself as an active party intervening in
the day-to-day issues affecting the people. This it does through
the big bourgeois Press which gives it wide publicity and
_ presents it as the alternative to the Congress(I) or the only
parliamentary opposition to the ruling party.

12

N

Wy

The BJP, with its hard RSS core, is playing a very
treacherous game. In ifs hunt to agquire the status of an’
alternative to the Congress(I), it unscrupulously supports
Congress(D) candidates where its candidates"have no chance.
1t adopted this tactic in the 1980 elections, it £7so supported

¥

the Congress(I) candidate against Bahuguna 5}?5 ?he Garh\'}val
Lok Sabha by-election. The RSS in Kerala, with its campaigit
of murders, acts as the spearhead of opposition to the Kerala

Ministry.

All these parties lose no opportunity to speak ' against the
Left-oriented Ministries and attack them for failure fo
maiutain law and order, or partisanship in the conduct of the
Ministry. Not on a single occasion do they refer to the many
progressive steps the Ministries have taken.

Despite =1l these vacillations and wanderings, they (%0 not
support the Congress(I) game of toppling the Le.ft'-or{ented
Ministries. They expiess themselves against destabilisation of

non-Congress(I) State Ministries.

CAMPAIGN FOR REACTIONARY STAND

A new situation that has developed in re}?.tion to thes'e
parties is that they are now actively campaigning for th'eu:
reactionary stand on a number of issues related to foreign
policy and certain important internal developments.

Not that these parties have suddenly changed their stand.
But, hitherto, these issues were not in the_foreﬁ:ont and they
were not actively campaigning for 1heirrvxewpo%n.t. The BJP,
Janata and other bourgeois opposition p:a_,rtxes, .except the
Congress(U), have been lashing at the Spvu:t Union and the
Government of India on the Afghanistan 18SUe. The.BJP an'd‘
the Janata have been screening the U.S. moves against It'1d1a
and belitfling the consequences of the pouring of American
arms into Pakistan. On Kampuchea, on Afgh.an_istan, thc_ase
parties adopt anti-Vietnamese, anti-Soviet positions ‘whxch
facilitate U.S. objectives; on Diego Garcia, which direc.tly
afiects India’s security, the BJP’s position is one of covering
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up U.S. designs. This opportunist oppositional politics found
its expression on the intevnal issue of Assam. All these parties
virtually sided with the secessionist leaders. We had to oppose
them in Assam —our comrades heroically carrying out the
Party’s mandafy to fight the U.S.-inspired secessionist agita-
tion. We refuset! to join this opportunist crowd in its no-
confidence motion against the Government, but we moved
our own cut motion against the Government.

The BIP is the spearhead of this reactionary agitation.
Being deeply anti-Soviet, it is the BJP which organised anti-
Soviet demonstrations during Brezhnev’s visit to sour Indo-
Soviet relationship under the excuse of defending Afghanistan.
It is the BJP leader, Vajpayee, who chided the External Affairs
Ministry for mentioning Diego Garcia in its document to the
Non-Aligned Foreign Ministers’ Conference. It is clear whose
interests are being served thereby. Internally also, it is the BIP
that is the most vociferous advocate on behalf of the
secessionist movement in Assam. The BJP made full use of
the anti-Harijan movement in Gujarat to rouse caste feelings.

The anti-non-alignment sorties of the BJP are directed

towards undermining the Indo-Soviet Treaty of Friendship and
Cooperation—the objective of U.S. foreign policy-makers.
Anti-Sovietism and anti-Communism constitute the cornerstone
of the BIP’s foreign policy outlook. We should not forget that
when Vajpayee was the Foreign Minister, secret talks were
held with Israel —that stooge of the imperialists.

The net of the imperialist conspiracy is being spread far

and wide, and its immediate objectives are internal disunity
and disintegration and a shift towards the imperialist camp

in the country’s foreign policy.

The struggle against authoritarianism cannot be divorced
from a consistent fight against this danger and all shades of
opportunism which try to conceal it.

The opportunist attitude of the bourgeois opposition parties

leaves the initiative for propaganda against the imperialist
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danger in the hands of the authoritarian party; it aids and .
.abets the Congress (I) to consolidate its hold and to present
1t.se1f as a patriotic party concerned with the safety and integ-
rity of the country. ik

FIGHT FOR REALIGNMENT OF FORCEgir
BROADER RESISTANCE ;

It is obvious that the rapidly developing situation, with the
chaqgmg positions of the bourgeois-landlord opposition
partles, should witness diverse forms of cooperation and action
in the -struggle for broader resistance, for a new realignment
of political forces. After January 1980, when Indira Gandhi
was restored to power, it took the form of the Six Parties’
Convention. -

T-he communique issued at the end of the November C.C.
meeting said : “The recent coming together of the six parties—
the Lok Dal, the Congress (U), the RSP, the Forward Bloc
the CPI and the CPI (M)—on the issues of price-rise com:
pmual ‘harmony and civil liberties shows the possi,bilities
inherent inrour work along the line laid down in September
1979.” The political significance of the unity of action among
the six parties was spelt out in the P.B. report to the C.C. as
follows : ““The realignment of political forces for which the
P.B. .a1.1d the C.C. have been working has thus assumed the form
of minimum joint action on the three issues, which can step
by step be developed into the unity of anti-authoritarian
secular-democratic forces.” ,

The six parties’ combination emerging at a time when the
morale of the bourgeois oppositional forces was at a low levél

did good service to the cause of broad mobilisation and

rousing the people to activity,

Under its impulse several conventions were held, and joint
demonstrations against price-rise, gheraoes of Assemblies were
planned,

RISE OF MASS DISCONTENI'—DIFFERENTIATION
INSIDE BOURGEOIS PARTIES

However, it was clear from the beginning that this form
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of cooperation would not last long._ T}1e Janata Partytwoluli
not join because the BJP¢vas not invited. It ‘was 1o 'c‘ea_
till the end whether the Congress(U) was officially partlmpak
ting or not. The representative 9f the Lok Dal w}}o 1:t_o?l
a prominent | irt in the formation of the comb}n:]:;. 1?1 !
himself, lost h* ', enthusiasm under the pressure of his leade
Charan Singh." :

There were weighty reasons for this change after th‘e initial
success of the move. The conservative Ieaders in many
parties—Charan Singh, Chavan, Jagjivan Ram,. even Dev'rtaigl
Urs in the beginning— were not keen on going along wi
the Left.

This hesitation coincided with the rise of r‘nass dl.sc?ntce:;:
and especially the peasant unrest. But the Six Part}e; L
vention had given a momentum to the movement whic
not be checked.

“The Six Parties’ Convention in the last week of S;ptemb:;
1980 gave an impetus to these .mo?ements. Many otr;z; .
united actions were resorted to in different States str_engP b
the united movement of the peas?mtry. The Slx. ia T
Memorandum submitted to the Premdet}t at. the b;gmn ngoveu
the Winter Session of Parliament gave ﬁll'lp to these n;ants
ments. These movements embg;:‘eci'all sec%%z;sdc)et;;;zdpe;f o
i ive of their political affiliations. :
gézzzi:;;vregardinglz'emunerative prices was focused :gl?,%
the Winter Session and was supported by a large”num
MPs including those belonging to the Congress(I).

The waning enthusiasm of the le:aders o_f t]-le bouxgeﬁiﬁz
landlord opposition parties led. to d}ﬁerent1§t10n t I?;Kisan
threat of split. The Lok Dafl (_)ﬁicnlsél.lya;vnlslgi':;eg;m(Deﬂ &

rch but the leader of its Kis
lgiitinued to support and organise the mqrch. C]Iia;?naiﬁloli;c;
askance at this growing associatio‘n with theShc g
peasant demands raised, while 1.11s follower ?lia b th;
heading the Six Parties’ Combil}atmn in Maharag rtzil,ousands
long march which resulted in the arrests O

of peasants; he insisted on the inclusion of agricul-
t ]
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 tural workers® demands in the All-India charter and accepted
the chairmanship of the All-India kisan Coordination Commi- "
ttee. The achievements of the kisan agitation in different
States have already been detailed in the February C.C, docu-
ment. The All-India Kisan Coordination Committee was the
new form of cooperation and it has to be vigorously pursued.
Some difficulties may crop up because of the vacillations of
some parties but the peasant discontent will not be allayed,
and organisations with a peasant base will have to take note of
it. The CPI(M), helped by the other Left parties, should be
able to coordinate the activities of the Left and democratic
parties and extend them on a broader scale.

THE KISAN MARCH

The peasants® response to the agitation created panic in
ruling party circles and the Congress(I) was forced to demonst-
rate its peasant strength in the capital. It decided to organise
a demonstration in Support of Indira Gandhi, spent crores of
rupees (Rs. 100 crore, it is rumoured), and employed a huge
number of trucks and buses to bring the demonstrators to the
capital. Tt“did succeed in bringing large numbers, but every-
one could see that it was not a spontancous demonstration of
the peasants, The Press noticed it; the citizens took note of
it. And they also noted the difference when, a few days Iater,
the Kisan March organised by the six parties walked the streets

- of the capital with waving banners and angry slogans.

The March 26 rally was the biggest achievement of the
Party’s struggle to mobilise larger and broader sections against
the Government. Now all Sections of the peasantry, including
agricultural workers, were brought in and the Participation of
the largest number of organisations was ensured.

As the editorial of People’s Democracy put it, “The
Convention against Price-rise, Communalism and Attacks on
Civil Liberties held in New Delhi six months ago; the local and
Statewide demonstrations, bandhs, etc., which preceded and
followed the convention; the historic long marches in
Maharashtra and Karnataka; the Assembly gheraoces in
Maharashtra  and Punjab;  the  demonstrations and
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bandhs in Andbra pradesh and lBlhar—-jtheseMw:j; tzkée

forerunners of the Kisan Rally held 10 Delhi on aere i

Parallel to this mass action (if the‘ﬁghtgfdgfeai?:gy exployees,

the actions of the working class an i

such as the eighty-day-long strike of t.he ‘Banga_

plub};ic sector employees: the one-day solidarity : sté:icer ;il'wai;

public sector employees throughout ‘the cout}trgé, e
loco running staff strike, etc. The entire organisea WO i
of Delhi and its neighbouring region, th,e’:refore,cgamnrl:de el
support of and joined the Kisan Rall_y. As i e
gaid in his statement “The conve_npon was Of | i

parties, the March 26 rally was partmpated in by‘ Kis élonnecta(i
agricultural workers’ organisations and trac'le 1{511025 S
with these six parties and also other parties. m i
who worked for the success of the rally were Conlgreg,sré e
by Sri Sharad Pawar. Lok Dal men under th.e eate i

Sti Devi Lal and St Kumbharam Arye.t, Akah_ Palll' y i ami
democratic elements under the leadership of St1 B:?Lue%?paﬂie&
Sri Chandrajit Yadav, CPI(M), the CP1 and other .

BROADER BASIS FOR OPPOSITION

Today, formal functioning in the name ‘
parties is not in evidence; however, the broade

of the siX political
© mass activities

. of the

at the same time must increase 1n theTl;ac})ig;g:i‘gon e
: e

upsurge of discontent among the people. ML

int i o1
longer confined to the three minimum 1ssues of com

/ e L extends it e
high prices and attacks on civil liberties, DU S eghou this

immediate economic demands of the masses.

s its Left
period the independent mass activity of the Party and its I

e Wi -da
allies has been on the increase. Along with calls for one-day

 strikes for immediate demands of 'the \:vorkers,‘ c'le“:loi?;r;;mﬁi
joi ft parties, there ha
Jriﬁfxilygz% Ilgzs-igres in’w'hich stude:nts and the mass t:)fe npelfgrlli
participated, leading to police firings; there l}ave . ffio th 0
gheraoes of Assemblies or protest demons!l;ratmnst it
Assemblies. Apart from this, doctors, engineers, tea

it own,
nurses have carried on prolonged struggles on their O
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The Party scized this link of growing discontent in several
States and basing on it, was able to advance the task of
broadening the resistance and invelving many organisations.
Students’ participation in broad democratic agitations like
opposition to increased bus-fares has already been mentioned.
They, besides, have fought for their own specific demands and
also have been the victims of reactionaries as in Aligarh. They
have to face unheard of brutalities sometimes, brutalities

unimaginable by the people. Young school children are chosen
for atrocities.

The Indian Express editorial (January 9, 1981) observed :
“We seem to be running out of adjectives to repeated outrages
on the most vulnerable sections of society. After the burning
of Harijans, raping of women, gouging of eyes of innocent
men and lathi charge on them, it is now the turn of the school
children to be at the receiving end of police brutalities. More
than a» hundred boys of the high school of Angul in the
Dhenkanal district of Orissa were severely lathi-charged and
actually made to march naked to the local police station a
kilometre away carrying headloads of bricks and stones.
These boys were forced to kneel down for about one hour,
still carrying the heavy loads on their shoulder.”

These forces of mass resistance have been gathering in the
recent months, breaking the lull of the immediate post-election

- period. And now the working class unrest is bursting forth

in new anger promising prolonged and united battles.
The number of strikes and loss of working days was
lowest in 1980 after the return of Indira Gandhi to power. It
took some time to overcome the lull.

The Government, on its part, offered some baits to certain
sections of workers led by leaderships which it could trust. It
announced bonus linked with productivity to the railway
workers, and the leadership surrendered the principle of bonus
as deferred wage. The mass of railway workers not only did
not protest but a large section avidly grasped what was given,
though a militant section did realise that the workers’ interests
were compromised. This grant of bonus was intended to
boost the NFIR leadership to consolidate its hold. There was
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not a word of sympathy for the loco men, not 2 tﬁrordtﬁg p;?:ﬁ;
against the repression of loco workers from either

or AIRF leadership.

i : 1

The Government also attempted to cult:yate ht}_m dc:;l;::lad

goverment and defence employees by a;ceisjc‘xfrilg t el';he s

in li ith productivity.

bonus, once again linked wi ; -

fOfmicatio,ns Minister, in an effusion of. generosity, rz;lszt scce;gr

]t};d some other demands—two promotions for? &T, vi,-:;u &

hich he was pulled up by the Cabinet and he 1s now

W

repudiating his acceptance.

But the opportunities for manoeuvri.ng thrpughfcc;ﬁzes;ﬁ?ss
were extremely limited in view of the mtens_ng ;J i hané

d the Government decided t_o come out ':mt Rl
i every agitation for wage-increase, or for continuance.
?:vourable agreements already entered into.

s and incomes policy enunciated in the Sixth Five-
Ye;h;:nagf)cumeht made it clezér ﬂ;at ;i;iciz\;ee;nm?;lte\%?;l‘lf
i our all claims for wage- and salary- . A
?ﬁsei‘frore, fell heavily on those who fpught t_‘olr:l t;i;eg()ﬁ::rl;::::ri
All the three important struggles against whmft Sl
took exceptional measures were led by the Le d. il
LIC struggles were led by our comradescg?-l Fbuee
public sector struggle broadly by the CPI-le
HMS. ‘

. In the meantime, the lull on the industrial frcl){ntshasnbe;;r;
- i 31_1d i Pi'i_ces fnr‘t()):agr]i:alt: fi:n m(:;l; industries.
StICEtSssihilré‘:;gi:;t:;cﬁﬁéiie U.P. Government resorted to
‘Somel' ?if?n of strikes but the strikes became prolonged. : in
e 1fathe olicy of the Congress (I) State Governments is 0
1 ,f 11 ipressive machinery against the CITU-led 'umons.
g uA dhra Pradesh, Haryana, Karnatakaf, Ra}astharll,
G 'o?as have had to face intense repression, zfnd, ;n
zig';;l plizées, goonda attacks with the aid of the iol;ze. ang
Haryana, the workers had to face murders, rap

imprisonment.
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In U.P. and many other States, the Congress (I) Govern-
ments ask the employers not to negotiate with CITU unions.
The Rampur textile strike in U.P. was prolonged for over 181
days because the employer, encouraged by the Government,
refused to negotiate with the CITU union- which led the
workers.

Karnataka, Haryana and Punjab have seen increase in our
independent activity. In Assam, where CITU unions had to
fight in a hostile atmosphere because of the secessionist move-
ment, our plantation unions have registered significant advance
despite brutal repression. In Delhi, Maharashtra and several
other States united activities with other central organisations
have been developing, The CITU, for the last year and half,
has been endeavouring to forge a front for joint action, leading
several strikes and agitations on its own, working for united
actions on the local scale. These efforts for unity ended in a
representative afl-India convention of central trade unions and
federations to fight the anti-labour policy of the Government,
The loco strike, the LIC strike and the Bangalore strike all
growingly brought the central unions together,

The struggle for broader resistance now rests on the solid
foundation of the rising working class struggles and peasant
struggles. The Party and its State Committees and all our

“trade untons must seriously take the call for Statewide conven-

tions and prepare for the one-day all-India token striks in
industries. The achievement of this all India one-day action
would be a historic development, placing the initiative for the
anti-authoritarian resistance in the hands of the Left and
radicalised forces of the working class.

THE EXPERIENCE OF GUJARAT AGITATION— A4 TTACK
OF DIVISIVE FORCES

The Gujarat anti-réservation agitation, which led to
mobilisation of the masses in hostile camps. was led by all the
bourgeois opposition parties, and our Party had not only to
demarcate itself from it, but actively oppose and expose it.

Here was a contradictory phenomenon, The Harijans and
Adivasis whose reservation we were Drotecting represented the
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backward mass which loyally supported the Congress(I) during
the Emergency. The mass which had lent its support to fight-
ing the Emergency was in the anti-reservation camp.

Conscious of the monstrous injustices involved in the
practice of untouchability, knowing that without decrying it
the minimum democratic strength for their own emancipation
could not be forged, the bourgeois leaders of the National
Congress called for special attention to this problem, and
proclaimed the observance of untouchability to be a sin. After
Independence, they guaranteed equal rights to the untouchables
and made the practice of untouchability a criminal offence. In
pursuance of the objective of equality, they made a special
provision for educational facilities to the Harijane, provided
for reservation of seats in Parliament and in the Assemblies and
jobs in Government services.

No political party dared oppose or criticise these conces-
sions, They all became part of a common policy accepted by all.
Here was what might be called a “national consensus’™ -among
bourgeois-landlord parties.

END OF CONSENSUS

The consensus lasted three decades and there were three
1€3sons.

First, it was part of the National Congress heritage and
outlook towards the Harijans, part of a ‘national’ tradition.
Secondly, it was necessary for all parties to accept it as they
required Harijan support in the elections. Thirdly, the situation
regarding jobs and unemployment had not become so acute as
in recent times and could not be used to whip up opposition to
reservatipn and secure electoral support in the bargain.

But the Gujarat agitation with its death toll and mass
frenzy shows that the national consensus among the bourgeois
parties has ended. The intense struggle among the bourgeois-
landlord parties for governmental power has now ended the
unwritten understanding that special concessions to Harijans
should not be made a point of conflict in the electoral battle.
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DIVISIVE MOBILISATION
: If the Congress(I) party,
its handl and the concessiong
vote to itself, the Opposition

because of the State patronage in
ti;t can give, can tie the Harijan
w ourgeois parties consider it legiti-
in;t:ht:l; ‘z;ieatile OFhf:r sections a,gainst the Harijans, present-
Th it ol (li“eclpmuts C_Jf_ partisan Congress(I) patronage.

i ’Adiv es, the Mu‘nstry was based on the support of
i (;f asis, Muslims, etc., while the traditional

power were kept away from the Government.

This dj
his direct appeal to caste and anti-Harfjah feelings is a

ster development dividin 1li i
the t for the benefi
of the ruling clasges. g oiling sections for the benefit

sini

almThte e;fltati.on lasted three months. In the course of it,
i ?;e a lD{:la_lor towns came under curfew at one time or
‘uner.  Repeated firings were resorted to by the poli
I iefapy o THa
total toll of lives was 45, ) ; By
. T¥1e Harijans.We.re the worst sufferers from police brutali-
ies in the beginning, Later on, perhaps, the police beat
everyone they came across,
(’jl?he1 big bourggois Press, the capitalists, millowners, the
medical  profession, ail non-Harijan university students,
professors, teachers, central and state government employees,

the trading community and mill workers supported the agita-

tion. . SOFnG leaders of the central government employees’
organisation and some leaders of the All-India Insurance
Employees® Association under our influence waged a heroic:
battle for unity and refused to succumb to the anti-reservation
mood. Some of them were removed from office-bearership of
the AIIEA, but, later on, were restored to their Iposition when
the call for LIC strike came.

As_against this 75,000 Harijan mill workers employed in
the spinning departments of the mills went on strike to support
reservation. On this the Sawarna Hitrakshak Samiti called on
the sawarana workers to go on strike and the caste division
among the workers was complete.

This divisive mobilisation, this confrontation between two
sections, both of whom are victims of bourgeois- landlord rule,
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was rendered possible because of the deteriorating situation
and the mounting mass unemployment of recent years.

NEW SITUATION

Reservation in services, introduced as a measure to attenuate
social discrimination, drew in the beginning the attention of
upper-caste elements who monopolised . the services. The
Harijans themselves considered it to be an antidote to the top-
caste monopoly in the services.

But in recent years, things have rapidly changed. While
the Harijans and Adivasis living below the poverty line
constitute 21 per cent of the population, others living below
the poverty line constitute not less than 27 per cent. The‘se
backward communities which were nowhere securing a share in
government services, are now in the field looking to govern-
ment jobs for the educated sections.

Besides, the last three decades witnessed a process of utter
ruination of the people. The first sufferers were the tribals
who lost their land despite the so-called protective legislation,
and the Scheduled Castes.

But, later on, under the Congress land reforms legislations,
lakhs of other toilers were evicted from land or ousted from
their traditional occupations by the march of ‘modernisation’
and competition.

As a result, the rural areas carry a huge number of landless
. and jobless besides Harijans. The cry for the protection of
. the interests of the backward castes, and provision for reserva-
| tion of jobs for them, is now a familiar cry in certain parts of
‘ the country. The competition for land, for jobs, for financial
concessions and loans and educational opportunities gets
immensely intensified leading to easy diversion into' casteist
channels. In the cities, where the jobless flock, where educated
unemployment is acute; the discontent is widespread, ready to
be diverted into disruptive channels.

In this background, when the Congress (I) made exagge-

rated claims about facilities and concessions offered to Harijans,
it became easy to divert the economic discontent against them.

Though the Gujarat agitation has been temporarily with-
drawn, and its spread to other States stalled, the challenge
will come again and again.

Tt will come because the unemployment situation will
worsen every year, because the opposition bourgeois parties are
ready to use the divisive appeal in their struggle to get electoral
support. The working class, the CPI (M) and the advanced
Left have to find ways and means to combat it,

The reservation question can no longer be presented as a
question of Hindu social reform. It is directly linked with
the common struggle against the antiquated land 'relations,
against unemployment and for rapid industrial development
under a new socio-economic order.

BREAK WALLS OF SEPARATION—FOR COMMON
STRUGGLE

The Communist Party since its foundation had a correct
understanding about the problem of untouchability when it
linked it with the question of agrarian revolution. But the
failure to develop a revolutionary movement in agrarian areas
and in the country as a whole prevented the development of a
common struggle in which both Harijans and non-Harijans
could participate and through which the deep gulf that separa-
ted them could be bridged.

The day-to-day common struggles led by our mass orga-
nisations were insensitive to the special problems of Harijans,
to the problems of Harijan toilers, and this created indifference
in the minds of these sections to the common class struggle.
These weaknesses have to be overcome if this democratic section
is not to act as a reservoir for the authoritarian party. The
biggest obstacle is the casteism of wide sections of the mass
who observe untouchability. It is because of this that the
Harijan mass is alienated.,

Our Party and the organised trade union movement led by
our Party did not succeed in inculcating a strong anti-
caste feeling among the mass of workers in the spirit of
proletarian consciousness. It is no surprise, therefore, that
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Hheh) : d
our kisan and agricultural workers® organisieions also "coul
not succeed.

The anti-reservation agitation in Gujarat, arlld th; sg:go;;
it started getting in other States, have.underlmeiflt e i (;gng
of the antipathy that can be created agamst ]_E-Farulaﬂ(si s
other sections of the toilers—a fact \X.thCh I-I_aruanbeat EcdﬁceS-
take note of. By propagating excessive claims a olt; o
sions and facilities to Harijans, the Congress }f [ ﬂ i
Harijans as favourites of the Congress and rouses the ang
other toilers and pits them against the Harijans.

. The emancipation of Harijans will not !:Je achievzd (t:‘:]:\?;il?
reservation of jobs ensured by a bourgco{:jlan?;o(zther i
' chieved' in opposition .
ment. It cannot be achieve : e
sections but in alliance with them in the common ﬁght( I )a%v o
the bourgeois-landlord classes, and the Conglets:,1 g
represents them—this fact the Harijan leaders mus i

i ave
Reservation and a minimum . educational advance h

i Ko Gk
.created a thin stratum among Harijans which is intereste

supporting the ruling party, e.md -'.fthereby_tﬁe pr:sc:ﬁm;; itssocilzf
order, for further petty concessions and Whu’:d us.eot it s
fluence to ensure that the Harijan masses do 1 ]
common movement to change the social order.

Whether it is working class strikes, strugglles ag;mstg;ili
i ts and agricultural workers,
rices, movements of peasan i
ggaiust Emergency rule or the class movement.'for Socflahsxljln,
the Harijan masses, whose emauncipation is linked with the
success of the movements, are kept away from them.

This makes the Harijan mass an appendage of the (?on-
'gress (I) which maintains and protects the property .r‘elatlons
which‘sustain untouchability and the sufferings of Harijans.

RULING CLASSES AND RESERVATION

It is, of course, wrong to oppose reservation. Harifjans, it
must be, noted, have not derived even the flull benefit o ﬁl:esteii
vation. Besides, the main mass of Harijansis totally unaffecte

by it.

mass into the mainstream of the anti-

N

While reservation and special facilities do make for minimal
progress and have produced a vocal intelligentsia, the ruling
classes and the ruling party use this device to tie down the
‘untouchables’ to their apron-strings and prevent them from
joining the common struggle against the present regime,

The ruling classes have succeeded all these years inisolating
this downtrodden mass and keeping it as its reserve force. The
question is how to break this isolation, how to foil the efforts
of the ruling party to pit this mass against other toilers,

Unless the weaknesses in the approach of mass organistions
are removed, and the Party is able to tell the Harijan mass the
real truth about reservations, accompanied by ideological
propaganda against untouchability and the caste system,
divisions are likely to be intensified by the ruling party and :
other bourgeois parties. In the struggle against authoritari-
anism, this backwardness of the Harijan mass acts as a big
drag adversely affecting the movement.,

ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM — THE REACTIONARY

AGENCY OF IMPERIALISM AND INTERNATIONAL .
MUSLIM REACTION

The problem of the Muslim minority in our country dogged
the national struggle at every step, ultimately leading to the

- partitioning of the country. The' partitioning showed the

failure of the bourgeois leadership of the anti-imperialist movye-
ment to overcome religious barriers and absorb the Muslim
imperialist struggle, as
also its failure to win over the Muslim mass from the influence
of the vested interests in that community. The problem dogs the
country and the democratic movement even today. The ruling
bourgeois-landlord classes have failed to integrate ihe Muslim
minority with the common current; and the advanced demo-
cratic movement including the working class movement has
also failed to score any significant success in this direction.

The Party Programme states, “In conditions of capitalist
competition, the guaranteed rights to the minorities provided

in the Constitution are also not implemented. The bourgeois-
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landlord State thus fosters centrifugal and disruptive Sf:;cl::
and fails. to build the unity of the country on
foundations.” N _
Regarding our Party’s attitude, it is s_;tated, Whﬂi diesfe?lile
ing the right of every religious community —whether c1) N
majority of minority—as well as of t.hose who have 1n Wil
any religion, to believe in and practise whatever relig e
like or to remain irreligious, the Party s].aould fight Iagal o
forms of intrusion of religion in the social, economic, POl i
and administrative life of the nation. Equallyl opp.osm.g i
efforts of leaders of all religious groups to mtfl:ri.”ere in i
public life of the country, we should cqn_centrate fire .on—the
chauvinistic leaders of the majority rehgu_)us commumtty s
Hindus. At the same time, we should’contlm_ue to poin ou 0
the minority religious groups that their leg1t1_materr1g11ts cgrient
defended and protected only on thf—: bi}?ls of a consis
application of the principles of seculansm.

This outlook has been guiding our Party all t‘hese .yea}‘ts.
Naturally, our sympathies lay entirely with the Musllm' Tnlll'lO.I‘l ;
and we defend it against all communal attacks and discrimin
tory attacks of the bourgeois-landlord Governmen?. ;

Hitherto our Party looked upon riots .and Hindu-Muslim
copflicts as a “communal’’ problem—a strife ?etwe;en folk)weri~
of two diisferent faiths, because of obt.;cu]'an‘ns;m3 a weag;orﬁ od
internal communal reaction, mainly Hindu chauvinism. It .al
branded the Hindu chauvinist forces led by t'he RSS as mim y
responsible for organising pogroms and hunting the n.nnon y. ;

Our Party has also been criticising thg bourgeois-landlor ;
Government for its failure to protect the life and property oI1
the Muslim minority, for ifs treatment as a second class cmzzd
and the fake secularism it stood for. ‘Our Party ]?a-d.deno;ncw—

~ such concessions to Hiudu fanaticism as 'pfroh1b1t10no co i
slaughter. We had also laid stre.ss on the mlserab.le ec&::mm ;
plight of the Muslims, discriminatory treatment In matiers o
mployment, etc. i
i p()ui sympathies lay entirely with the Muslim mmgnty
masses and we defended them against all communal and discri-
minatory attacks.
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But, as in the case the of the Harijans, the other part was not
sufficiently stressed —that without freeing themselves from the
bondage to the minority communal outlook, without joining the
mainstream of democratic struggle, their liberation will not
come. There was failure to warn and educate the Muslim masses

against their own communal leadership, steéped in an anti-
Communist, anti-democratic outlook. Hitherto it was regarded

only as a problem of internal understanding and adjustment.

The Muslim mass, because of its dire economic situation and
the discrimination practised against it, is getting extremely
vulnerable to the obscurantist appeal of fundamentalism. This
appeal is intended to create a permanent wall between the
Muslim masses and the democratic forces and undermines the
unity of the country and makes it helpless against imperialist
pressures in times of crisis. It inhibits the Muslim mass from
joining the common struggle against unemployment, dire
poverty, against economic enslavement, and does the bigges
disservice to the minority masses.

Itis no longer the old Hindu-Muslim problem; the old
separatism is being exploited by the imperialists and communa-
lists to plot against the democratic movement, the Communist
movement and the freedom of the country.

The ramitications of this plot have spread far and wide and
the secessionist forces in Kashmir have gathered strength, and-
may soon get out of control.

And here comes the weakness of the Indira Gandhi Govern-
ment. It is not only unable to fight this conspiracy; it placates
these forces to secure their electoral support. Growingly iso
lated from the main democratic mass, the Congress(I) relies on

backward sections like Harijans, Adivasis and Muslims. Some

of those who are in possession of the Muslim mass are acting
hand in glove with Islamic fundamentalists abroad and are now
in a position to blackmail the Government and force it to make
reactionary concessions. These, at present, consist of freedom
to carry on separatist and anti-India propaganda. It is no
surprise, therefore, that Indira Gandhi sent a message to the
Jamait-e-Islami Conference in Hyderabad and the Congress(I)
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Government of Andhra Pradesh spent a few lakhs of public
money to make this reactionary conferenc: = .uccess.

This is the new dimension of the communal problem. The
Party must make serious endeavours to rescue the Muslim
masses from the influence of the fundamentalists and expose
and unmask their propaganda.

The Indira Gandhi Government is afraid to do it because it
does not want to give offence to the reactionary rulers of certain
oil-producing countries. In the dire condition of our economy
it relies on the influx of petro-dollars into the country.

_T.he mobilisation of progressive intellectuals, of democratic
opinion and simultaneously greater intervention to defend and

protect the rights of the Muslim minority are steps necessary
to combat this menace.

In these circumstances, the chauvinistic appeal of the RSS
in terms of a Hindu nation becomes a provocative agency of
imperialism to drive the Muslim mass into the camp of the
fundamentalists. The RSS brand of Hindu chauvinism now
not only unleashes riots, terrorises the Muslims with the help
- of the bureaucracy as in Bihar Shareef, it objectively plays the

game of completely partitioning off the Muslims from the
Hindus, the Muslim toilers from other toilers, and works
havoc with the unity of the country. The appeal of Islamic
fundamentalism will be drastically reduced but for the aggres-
“sive RSS communal propaganda which endorses from a diffe-
rent direction the fundamentalist appeal that the Muslims are
a totally separate entity distinct from the rest of the people.

The mass organisations also have a role to play by making
special efforts to draw the Muslims into the day-to-day
struggle and also intervene in their problems as a minority.

ffhe raisix}g of such slogans as Khalistan, Sikhs a separate
nat}on, An}mtsar a holy city, are part of this same process of
national disintegration under Congress rule. Known imperia-

list agents now raise the disruptive slogans with impunity and
are backed by obscurantists.
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THE TRIBALS AND FOREIGN MISSIONARIES

Three decades of Congress rule have created an explosive
situation in the tribal areas, providing ready-made ammunition
to imperialist conspirators. As in the case of the untoucha-
bles, the Government of India provided reservation in services
for the Scheduled Tribes. It also provided for special facilities
for education and reservation of seats in educational institu-
tions. But all these provisions have proved farcical and the
Scheduled Tribes have been less successful than the Harijans
in reaping minimum benefits from reservation.

Meanwhile, the process of expropriation from land has
gone apace, notwithstanding pious legislations preventing
transfer of land to non-Adivasis. The Adiyasi, driven from
land, is forced to enter the labour market—the rural labour
market —where regulation of labour conditions does not exist.
The minimum wage legislation for the agricultural worker is
not implemented in Congress(l)-ruled States. And a large
number of Adivasis work as bonded labour or slaves on farms
or far-off brick kilns.

In the Adivasi areas, endowed with rich mineral reserves,
the Adivasis get the lowest paid jobs.

The Hindu society treats them as outcastes and an educat-
ed tribal has very little chance of getting a job. Money-
lenders, traders, officials and the police rob and loot them and
their women are objects of lust and outrages.

During the last thirty years, a generation of educated
people has arisen from amongst them, they are vocal against
this exploitation and inhuman treatment. The policy of the
bourgeois-landlord Government is to bait an upper section
with jobs, ministerial posts, expenditure of afew lakhs of
rupees in Adivasi areas, but do nothing fundamental to im-
prove the situation of this oppressed section.

Some foreign church missions have been working on this
explosive material for the last three decades. The results are
today seen in the North-Eastern tribal States where the writ
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of the Government of India hardl-"'j' runs. Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram are areas where the ruling party at the Centre is
forced to ally with anyone who, for the time being, has
influence over the people. Tripura shows a different pattern
because of our hold and influence over the people.

In the interior also, the slogan of separate State—
Jharkhand, etc.—are being raised for a long time. But the
Congress(I) Government would not think even of an autono-
mous district or region.

Today the discontent has spread far and wide and the
Adivasis are vuln.rable to the separatist appeal. This situation
/is being fully exploited by some foreign church missions which
have firm roots among the Adivasis in some areas and work
in collusion with imperialist Powers.

~ Our exposure of the misdeeds of these missions concerns

their reactionary political activities against our country and in
the interest of foreign imperialist Powers. It is not directed
towards preventing any citizen of India from propagating his
religion or faith. Thousands of toilers holding the Christian faith
are in the forefront of the common struggle in several places
and our Party and the democratic movement fully support the
citizen’s right to freedom of conscience and religion.

Their sinister hand in the Tripura developments was
exposed by our comrades. In that State, they openly support an
organisation of tribals (the Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti), which
under their influence takes a secessionist stand and concentra-
tes on opposing the CPI(M) and the united democratic move-
ment in the State.

The Baptist Mission is desperately trying to convert the
entire tribal mass to Christianity, thereby it seeks to create a
wall of religious separation between the converts and the
rest. This is to be followed by the propaganda that tribals

are distinct and separate from India and have nothing to do
with the Indian people. This appeal of separation finds ready
soil in the background of the horrible life conditions imposed
by the bourgeois-landlord Goverament on the tribals. It is

reinforced by conversion which is intended to draw the tribal

mass near the Westera Christian countries.

The Reverend Cunville of the Baptist Mission calls for a
virtual invasion by the world churches to convert the Tripura
tribals to Christianity. ““All churches, not only from North-

.East India but around the world, should support and loan

their best men and women for the disciplining of Tripuris
as far as possible under the direction of the TBCU” (Tripura
Baptist Christian Union).

Here Church leaders like the Rev. Cunville are openly
speaking as Church leaders in the name of Christ and com-
munion. But in other places, they pose to turn towards the
Left, presenting a Left image, to fight the CPI (M) and sow
the seeds of separatism among the tribals.

A report submitted by the Thane District Secretary of our
Party, . Comrade Khopkar, who is a member of the Party’s
Maharashtra State Committee, gives the following account of
the activities of such Churcn agents in the tribal Warli area of
the district : “Now the Church missionaries call themselves
Kashtakari Sanghatana (toilers’ organisation) and declare it
as a progressive Left democratic organisation, and simultane-
ously a non-party organisation.

“In their study camps, their advice to Adivasis is as
follows: (1) We Adivasis ate a different people. The other peo-
ple are exploiters. If we want to be liberated completely we i
must throw out all non-Adivasis from the area and we must
have a republic of our own. Actually some of our people
have established their own rule in Nagaland, Mizoram, etc.

(2) In the Soviet Union and China, workers are exploited

and ill-treated and real democracy exists in the USA only.
(3) Christ alone can bring justice’”’. This is enough to
show the wide ramifications of imperialist agencies exploiting
the tribal problem.

“Drive out non-Adivasis from the Adivasi areas” is also the
slogan raised in the Bihar tribal areas. In the Warli area,

33




R

these agents of certain Church missions have organised assaults
and attacks on our comrades. They indulge in slanderous
propaganda and incite murders and clashes between Adivasis
and non-Adivasis.

The inability of the bourgeois-landlord Government to
liberate the tribals, followed by the worsening of their conditions
and their slave status, is providing fertile soil to imperialist
agencies to organise their plots. The most down-trodden section
of the Indian society, instead of being rallied by the revolution-
ary forces, either hangs on to the tail of the authoritarian party
or falls victim to imperialist wiles.

The bourgeois-landlord Government is unable to denounce
the misdeeds of these foreign Church missions, fearing that it
will be accused of religious infolerance by its western financiers
who hold the purse strings. It, therefore, refrains from expo-
sing the conspiracy to undermine the unity of the country. One
more instance showing that the authoritarian party, relying
more on backward sections, cannot protect the country against
imperialist machinations.

THE CHALLENGE FROM THE RELIGIOUS “LEF1°’

In this connection, it should be noted that a systematic offen-
sive from the “Left” is being opened by some Church agencies
against our Party, but it is done in the name of moving close
to the Left, and especially the CPI(M). A big centre of these
activities is Bangalore from where such innocent-looking
organisations as the Centre for Informal Education and Deve-

lopment Studies, Indian Social Institute, etc., are working and

spreading their nets.

They organise seminars, call our Party members and Ieaders
to participate in them, the aim being to get a Left image and
attract young people whom they offer research jobs, scholar-
ships, etc., and convert them into their propagandists. It also
appears that at least in Karnataka, they are trying to penetrate
our Party. \

Some of our Party members, throwing off their guard
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against imperialism and these foreign Church missions, and
misled by the radical phrases of these agencies, participate in
their manoeuvres and play their game. Both Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu must take note of this situation. It seems that
our Andhra Party being vigilant has taken -action in time
and asked our members to dissociate themselves from such
organisations.

Needless to say that these foreign missionary activities are
supported by the anti-Soviet “Left” elements in our country.
Having warned against these agencies, and their efforts to
penetrate our Party, we must also note that they are
establishing ties with other Left groups.

Simultaneously we must note that an ideological offensive
against the Party is conducted by the Trotskyites, Naxalites and
all sorts of “radical” intellectuals. The coordinating and
suiding hand is provided by international agencies, and the
most vociferous are those retuining from the USA. Our Party,
being busy with day-to-day problems, is unable to meet this
challenge properly. It is a pity that our intellectual comrades
—professors, teachers, lawyers—are unable to put up a fight,
and stand paralysed before the offensive on every front.
The Party must arm them to do this all-important job.

In its absence, a section of the radically minded younger
generation i3 being corrupted by this “Left’’ ideology which
ends only in counter-revolutionary anti-Communism. The
menace of the Naxalite ideology, its changing tactics, must be
systematically fought if this counter-revolutionary group is
to be isolated and defeated.

TEATURES OF ACUTE CRISIS

Certain features of the acute crisis of the system must be
noted. Political protests, agitations, movements and strikes
are the necessary accompaniments of a developing crisis. Its
acute stage is represented by a general breakdown of law and
order, of the administration, the violation of the rule of law
with regard to the mass of ordinaiy people not involved in
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political or economic movements, and the incapacity or
unwillingness of the administration to offer security .and safety
to the common people against anti-socials.

The looting of trains, the robberies in the capital of India
and the capitals of States, the armed hold-ups and lootings of
banks, the robbery of common citizens, widespread dacoities
in the rural areas, the rapes of women by gangsters 'and police-
men, the rule of vast areas of the cities and their slums by gangs
who are able to extort money from the people, speak of an
unprecedented crisis of administration and the socicty.

It is not known to the common man that when there is a
coal shortage in the country, lakhs of tonnes of coal are regu-
larly looted from Dhanbad and other mining areas by gangsters
working in league with the police and mine officials. The exist-
ence of mafia operators in the Dhanbad area looting and
disposing of lakhs of tonnes of coal is well-known and was

recently owned up by a Cabinet Minister of the Central -

Government.

While gangsters spread terror and the police indulge in
brutalities, the people’s spontaneous anger also rises and they
surround police stations demanding punishment of guilty offici-
als for their collusion with gangsters or attacks on the people.
These clashes result in police firings and deaths.

These are not outbursts of hunger; they do not arise out of ‘

high prices or other economic demands. They are against
torture and rape in police custody, or refusal of the police to
register complaints or take action against murderers, dacoits

and rapists.

They are protests against the general breakdown of adminis-
tration, against the breakdown of the law-enforcing machinery
and the growing influence of anti-socials on it.

COLLUSION

The collusion between the police, the bureaucracy and anti-
socials has been growing in recent years. It seems to have
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increased in the year and half since Indira Gandhi’s return to
power. In fact, the Sanjay gang typified this collusion. The
breakdown of law and order appears to be widespread in
Bihar, no one knowing where the bureaucracy ends and the
criminials take over. The collusion between the landed interest,
the administration and anti-social clements —dacoits and others
—is patent in the villages of the State. It shows that the
conflict of agrarian interests has reached a high pitch of
intensity in Bibar.

CONGRESS (I) LINK WITH ANTI-SOCIALS

But a recent and alarming feature of the situation is the
manifestation of links between Congress(T) politicians and
leaders with anti-socials. In West Bengal, this process has
been in evidence for some time. The April 3 bandh again
demonstrated visibly the anti-social character ol the striking
force of the Congress(I).

But now with the rapid axd mounting discontent among
the people against Congress(l) policies, outside West Bengal
also the same process is in evidence. The links of certain
Bihar Congress(I) leaders with dacoits were exposed some
time ago. A dacoit in U.P. was shot dead by the police. In
his pocket they found a letter written by a Congress{I) MLA
thanking him for the help rendered during the election to
ensure his success. The following report from The Times of
India, dated June 8, should not cause surprise: ““Agra, June 7 :
Mr. Sahai (Secretary of the U.P. Sarvodaya Mandal), who
returned today after visiting several Parliamentary and
Assembly constituencies, said that he had evidence that dacoit
gangs ware taking active interest in the poll campaign in the
Tindwari Assembly constituency from where the U. P. Chief
Minister, Mr. Vishwanath Pratap Singh, is seeking election.”
Press reports recently exposed the links of the Andhra Home
Minister with a known anti-social. Earlier the capital was
scandalised by the report that a dacoit from Madhya Pradesh
was taking shelter in the residence of a Congress (I) M.P.

Blackmarketeers and smugglers are already there in the
ruling party.
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It is necessary to remember that authoritarian rule wﬂl
growingly mean the rule of anti-socials working hand in glove
with the police and the bureaucracy armed Wwith unlimited

. powers.

SURRENDER TO POLICE

Another feature of the intensified crisis is the complete

inability of the Ministers, the ruling party and elected repre-
sentatives to keep the bureaucracy, especially the police, under
control. Leave aside graft, the authorities are unable to take
action against those who are guilty of loot, rape or murder,

Any action proposed is immediately opposed by the policemen
and the Government is blackmailed into hastily withdrawing it.

This has happend in Dabwali where some policemen were
charged with the rape and murder of an orderly’s wife, This
happened in Baghpet here the Government hardly took any
action against the daylight murder of three persons by police-
men and the outrage on the wife of one of the murdered.
This again happened in Gwalior when policemen and Home
Guards looted a sweetmeat shop and killed a chowkidar, but
the Government dared not take action against anyone f(or
fear of provoking police acitation.

This was also seen in the withdrawal of the action against
the police personnel involved in the Bhagalpur blinding cases
in Bihar. The policemen who were found guilty by the Mukdar
Commission and charge-sheeted for the rape of Ramiza Bi
and the murder of her husband in Hyderabad were let off by
the court, the Public Prosecutor himself arguing more in
defence of the euiprits. The policemen who raped and killed
Shakila and later murdered her husband in Hyderabad were
also let off,

No law for the ruling party, no law for the bureaucracy, is
the featurc of an authoritarian State. The image of a police
State run with the aid of the rough storm-troopers of the ruling

party is slowly emerging in practice notwithstanding repeated
assurances against imposition of Emergency rule.

And, finally, the held of the ruling party over the border :
States has either slipped or is precariously held. '

In Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and other States, the Con-'.
gress (1) is forced to ally with the party which, for the time being,
has majority in the Legislature. One Congress (I) Chief Minister
was found to be in close touch with the rebels and had to be
removed. The writ of the Central Government is dependent on
the goodwill of local leaders and parties with secessionist
sympathies.

In Assam, the local bureaucracy is working hand in glove
with the leaders of the secessionist movement. Assam is once
again under President’s rule.

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION
These developments are taking place in the midst of a
worsening economic situation and its effects on the people. In

~ fact they follow from the sharp struggles and Ltll]”l(..tb dr1smg

from the challenging mass discontent.

The rate of inflation has reached as high as 14 per cent.
The unchecked rise of prices continues and all the promises of
the Finance Minister and the Government have turned out to
be mere words. A relentless drive against the living standards
of the people is demanded by the World Bank (abolition of
food subsidies, ete.), and by the compulsion of foreign borrow-
ings. The Sixth Five-Year Plan, with its resort to commercial
borrowing, will mortgage the economy still more to exports to
western countries, In the midst of this, the search for petro-
dollars from countries with reactionary regimes,the open invita-,
tion to foreign investment and the search for joint véntures,
all bespeak of a dangerous situation. Unemployment ‘increases
by millions every year and has reached explosive proportions
giving a free field to anti-national agencies to carry on their
nefarious work.

According to the Sixth Plan document, integrated steel
plants were able to utilise only 69.2 per cent of their capacity
in 1979-80; the aluminium industry 58.2 per cent; fertiliser (N)
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stabilised plants 76°6 per cent; cement 72.6 per cent; newsprint
68.2 per cent, and so on. Commenting on this, the Sixth Plan
document observes: ““As is evident from the table, recent trends
in eapacity utilisation in several industries are discouraging. This
is also true for agriculture. For example, the irrigation potential
which has been created is not fully utilised. Levels of yield per
acre for many parts of the country are far below what can be
attained with known technology.”’

The Planners present this deep malady of the economy as
a result of lagging infrastructure. They observe: “The poor
utilisation of agriculture and industry stems from many factors
but the major problem area can be located in the basic infra-
structures of power and transport.”” But will they answer why
utilisation of thermal power generation capacity has been below
50 per cent ? In 1979-80, it was only 45 per cent.

Naturally sickness in industry grows. According to the
Reserve Bank of India, at the end of June 1979, there were
large sick industrial units in which bank credit amounting to
Rs. 1011.72 crores was locked up. (This exceeds the value of
the total investment in the public sector under the Department
of Heavy Industry.) According to returns received by the RBI
from commercial banks, the number of sick units in the small-
scale sector was as high' as 20,326. The Economic Survey
(1980-81) observed, ‘‘Industrial sickness involving both
large-scale and small-scale industries is a matter of serious
concern.”’ ]

The most palpable manifestation of the crisis is the torrent
of mounting unemployment. There were 22.1 million unem-
ployed at the end of the Fifth Plan. These official figures are
an underestimate. New entrants in the labour market will
number 32 million during the Sixth Plan which claims to find

jobs for 30 million.  This will leave a backlog of 24.2 million.

In reality the figure will be much higher, not less than 40
million, because the claim to find 30 million new jobs cannot be
substantiated. The number of educated jobless alone is expec-
ted to rise by 11.85 million in 1985.

This huge jobless mass is bound to enter the active field of
agitation and resistance in the near future. Already agitations
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for relief, for work, have started. Therehave been morchas
and demonstrations of the unemployed youth, While the
Lefi-oriented Governments are providing the unemployed with
some relief, the Congress (I) Governments are deluding them
with resevation and other gimmicks. Attempts are being made
to divide the movement on caste lines by concentrating on the
reservation issue. But this will not succeed.

A number of Congress (I) Governments had already
recognised the explosive situation in the rural areas and started
a rural employment programme—the food-for-work pro-
gramme—to pacify the anger of the rural masses. But because
of corruption in the administration very little relief could reach
the people. Only the Left Front Government of West Bengal
could make a success of the programme. Another manifesta-
tion of the crisis is the growing reliance on foreign
collaboration agreements which were the highest in number in
1980-81. They were permitted at a time when multinational
drug companies in Indix were defying Government law, and
when foreign capital was refusing to carry out the FERA
directive to dilute foreign equity to 40 per cent. The Govern-
ment acquiesced in their defiance.

India’s large balance of payments deficit in 1980-81 does
not seem to be a temporary phenomenon. As the report of
the World Bank (April 1981) observed, “the deterioration of
balance of payments prospects does not appear to be of short
duration and does require economic policy changes to manage
the large deficits in the coming years. In the last four years,
exports have financed a decreasing share of imports The
modernisation of industry and continued liberalisation of trade
will lead further to growing imports.”” Growing reliance on
exports to western markets is thus emphasised.

The high inflation rate and the high prices that are domina-
ting the economic scene despite the promises of the Finance
Minister to relieve the situation, are part of this crisis, part of
the mechanism to transfer the burdens of the crisis to the poorer
sections. Allow prices to rise to curtail consumption, this has
been the recipe of the World Bank. In its latest report also, the
Bank observes that instead of allowing edible oils consumption




to be curtailed througi the prevailing high prices, the Govern-
ment imported large quantities of oil to bring down prices.
By May 9, 1981, the wholesale price index at 275.2 was 14.6
per cent higher than a year before. This rise conceals the
story of the indescribable suffering of the people, who are
forced to go without daily necessities of life like oil, sugar, etec.
The Government has no intention, mor will it succeed in
bringing down the high prices, and people’s protests are rising as
the situation becomes unbearable and all hope of relief disa p-
pears. Housewives are again on the move to demand relief from
the high prices and the Government has nothing to offer. The
ruling high prices are bound to lead to big convulsions and
confrontation between the Government and the people.

But the crisis is all-pervading and threatens to bring about
the collapse of the public distribution system, imposing outright
starvation on huge sections of the rural population. This is the
direct result of the Government’s pro-trader, pro-speculator
policy as well as of the inflation which assures every speculator
and trader that by cornering grain and other commodities, he
will get a bigger return. In this period of uncontrolled rise in
prices, the Government allowed the trader to have a free
hand instead of mationalising wholesale trade in foodgrains,
The result was that the trade cornered the wheat by offering
slightly higher prices to the peasant-seller, while the better-off
sections of the producers kept away from the market. The
produce of the small peasant having gone into the hands of
the trader, the Government agencies could purchase very

- little. The Haryana and Punjab State Governments failed to

procure the required quantity of wheat, and the Prime Minister
undertook a journey to Chandigarh to discipline the Chief
Ministers. But the target had to be scaled down,

And now a serious and explosive situation has arisen.Food-
grains stocks with the Government have dipped to below ten
million tonnes and a high rate of procurement was essential,
But it is not possible to reach the wheat procurcment target of
9.5 million tonnes. In Punjab, by May end, the procurement

_ was less than 25 lakh tonnes against a target of 47 lakh tonnes;

in Haryana, it was less than ten lakh tonnes against a target of
17 lakh tonnes.

The country’s food distribution system  stands endangen:d{i
This may result in reduced rationing in the urban areas an
outright starvation in the rural areas.

Besides, this means that the Government \fvill have no food
stocks for the food-for-work programme which oilfered some
relief to the poorest section of the rural P()l-’}lliltl?ﬂ- Sghclfz
was no allocation after October 1980, while in 1 )81{97‘;-80
foodgrains have been supplied to the States so far. l 31 ‘ wa;
utilisation of foodgrains for the food-for-work progl ‘lnjm‘u iy
of the order of 23.6 lakh tonnes, while the emplgyment gn:n(cj:htf
ted was of the order of 5377 lakh mandays. With thg en ;)
this employment and relief, there are bound to be angry
agitations in the rural areas. : |

Thus all the facets of the crisis are driving for a major
confrontation between the people and the Government.

INNER-DISSENSIONS, LOSS GF CREDIBILITY
" The credibility of the ruling party is compromised by t}.ite
inner-crisis of the party and the incompetence that dogs 1£
The ruling party has specialised in gettin g the most mcompet;rlle
people as its Government functionarics. Never W?ls By
prestige of its administration so low as _now. Th.e Pa g‘ 1t
and Antulays are certainly not names which can brmg Cli]_e 1: oI
any public organisation. So mean is the mor'al-, inte t;ca ;Jaa
and political level of Congress(I) State i M1'n1sters g
Rajasthan Minister is found guilty of violating the : il
Marriages Act and giving away his ten-year-old daughter 1p
marriage,
The notorious Antulay is starting Goverr.m?eflt newspap.ers

[in Maharashtra, and has no compunction in joining hands w1ﬂ}
the Shiv Sena whose followers indulge in looting the ghoPs (o)
non-Maharashtrians, Anjaiah had to be rebuked for distribut-
ing ministerial posts to almost cvery second MLA.

At the Centre also, Indira Gandhi has not been ab]p to
knock together a team of efficient and decent people. Nevc;
before was there such a weak Cabinet at the Centre, some 0
whose members are objects of ridicule among the people.
Neither the bureaucrats nor the people seem to have any
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regard for this crowd. No Wc'mdef“many portfolios still remain
undistributed.

Inside the States, factionalism and inner-fights are taking
an intensified form. Though the Sanjay group is now put on
the shelf, in-fights over power continue to disarray the Con-
gress (I) party. The expulsion of V.C. Shukla from the Central
Cabinet, though it has temporarily shaken the dissidents in

Madhya Pradesh, will intensify the differences to a breaking
point. s

In Maharashtra, Antulay, with his crude and vulgar
methods of functioning, and his collusion with the Shiv Sena,
will hiwe to be replaced. Perhaps, that is the meaning of
Chavan’s defection which will strengthen the Maratha lobby
and provide a leadership with better image among the people.

Chief“Minister Jagannath Misra of Bihar is an extremely
controversial personality. The way Supreme Court directives
on the Bihar blindings were circumvented under his regime is
known to all. He is the target of oppositional attack for
corruption in administration, favouritism in appointments and
casteism. Factionalism, intrigues and collapse of the administra-

tion are inevitable under the circumstances, and this is what
has happened in the State.

In this situation, Indira Gandhi relies more and more on
trusted men of the bureaucracy and devoted sycophants in the
party. The circle of real rulers gets closer and closer making
the establishment of a dictatorship a matter of necessity. The
ruling party is, therefore, inevitably proceeding towards this
objective under a facade of promises to the contrary.

DRIVE FOR DICTATORSHIP

After the enactment of the National Security Act, which
the Home Minister himself described as MISA with a “changed
name’’, the. Congress(I) Government is concentrating on two

objectives—a subservient Judiciary and a Presidential form of
Government.

In recent months, the conflict between the Judiciary and
the Executive has assumed an intensified form, -
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In the LIC bonus case, the Sovernment repeatedly defied
or cil‘cum\’ented the dECiSionS Of thK\ ‘ﬂ:rpreme Court-_ CQmmlt-
ments made by the Attorney-GeneFil were repudiated by the

5k o
- Cabinet. But the Government had to retreat after the final verdict

of the Supreme Court in favour of the empl.oyeesf band agFfeed
to give the prescribed assurance on the qu?st_mn o onusc;utxiel:n
at this stage, the Government was not willing ’t.o carri?rthe L;Ce
decision of the Court. They wanted the offlcials o

to defy the verdict. Only when the, lattf:r A
written instructions to disobey th;: (3;(1)1;’2; r;::tng;ie?ded ol

reatened to resign, the 4

?lieng;lfilf; ol'i:’hthe LIC Act is still underg disput‘e, the Government
is bound to resist the Supreme Court's verdict.

Meanwhile, in order to make the Judiciar}f subservm:let,dﬂt:eS
Government claimed the right to transfer I—_I1gh Co?rts uTi 5
from one State to another and ordered t;lertaln tiatéstzrﬂ.le e,

t then resorte
was also challenged. The Governmep _ i
of seeking an undertaking from Addltlonz;l J ucé%e: thcz;.:jl :Il;g 11?1 :
jecti i 1 to another State
no objection to being transferrec :
course of their service. This was a demand on those who wer

- yet to bé made permanent. The Additional Judges were ‘being

coerced to accept this condition if they desired a permanent
ost on the Bench,

; This clandestine pressure led to loud protests both frloén ';‘11;:
Bench and the Bar, but the Government would l‘lt:Jt yie r.e o
terms of those who declined to accept the condition l\;e i
extended. This happened to two Judges of the De ICO ugrt
Court. A writ was filed on their behaltj and_ the Supn?ﬁl:h i
asked the Government to grant extension to them f1 e:ent i
was decided. The Government refused. The Gover?ma He
biding its time and hopes that with _the .1'et1reml;alnt'E 0 e
Juﬁges from the Supreme Court, it xivﬂl be a ?, 0 '?hen i
highest judicial body with its “‘committed men .

entire approach of the Court is bound to change.

In the meantime, partisans of the Government. fro_m tl;e
Bar like Ashok Sen and others warn tk‘le Judges ag_alpst inter e{;
ring with the decisions of Parliament. Mmilsters %;e
Congress(I) lawyers utter unseemly threats to them.
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authorltanan party is draw‘ng the bourgeois judicial system
into the street, exploddy. ‘the myth of its impartiality and
independence and p wzouncing it as a subservient instrument
of the ruling party.

The fight against these attempts to create a subservient
Judiciary forms an integral part of the fight against the imposi-
tion of one-party rule and provides the widest possible common
platform of resistance.

It is gratifying to note that the resistance to the attack on
the Judiciary is gathering strength. Some Judges are forth-
coming in their statements and judgements affecting the issues.
Lawyers and leading members of the Bar in many places have
. condemiied the Executive’s aggression on the prerogatives of
the Judiciary and the court. Two Chief Justices who were
earlier transferred to High Courts in other States refused to
accept their new assignments. This resistance, however, must
be carried to the people to be effective.

DRIVE FOR PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM

The second objective, a Presidential from of Government,
is also being relentlessly pursued. Thereis every danger that
Indira Gandhi may succeed in reaching it through ‘‘consti-
tutional’” means, unless public opinion is roused against it.

The constitutional change required for the purpose can be
introduced through the present Parliament. The Congress(l)
has the requisite majority in the Lok Sabha for the purpose.
But at present, it does not have the requisite number in
the Rajya Sabha. Next year the Congresss() posmon in the
Rajya Sabha will improve.

This is a big danger that faces the people and the threat
can be executed behind their back, without involving them.
The opposition to a Presidential form of Government again
becomes the platform of the broadest resistance.

But, once more, appeal to the masses and their involvement
are required to successfully combat this treacherous move.

The question of the form of Government has assumed
importance because, in times of ecrisis, certain forms of
bourgeois rule offer greater facilities for catcying fo rward the
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struggle. They become crucial points in the advance of the
democratic movement at a particular stage.

Both the Parliamentary form of Government as it exists in
Britain and the Presidential form as it exists in the USA are
forms of bourgeois class rule By themselves, they do not
represent any fundamental change in the position of the masses
with respect to political power or control over the State.

But in India, today, the Presidential system that is advoca-
ted in opposition to the present Parliamentary system is
nothing but the embodiment of one-party rule, one-party
dictatorship and ultimately the personal dictatorship of the
leader of that party.

The question is raised by the ruling party today because
the parliamentary system with its opposition parties, with its
freedom of exposure and criticism of Government actions and
its capacity to bar unpleasant and reactionary measures, is an
obstacle in the way of one-party rule and an open dictatorship
against the people.

The Maharashtra Chief Minister, Antulay, one of the main
crusaders of the Presidential system, openly identified it with
dictatorship. He says: “Now in the Presidential system, the
President within his ambit has powers where even the Supreme
Court cannot interfere. And he is not removable by the
Senate, nor the Congress, not even the two put together,’> An
irremovable President who can pack the courts with his
nominees, and cannot be removed by either House--this is the
gist of the demand for the Presidential form of Government.

BASIC UNDERSTANDING

Similarly, in the fight between the Judiciary and the
Executive that is going on now, we should not dilute our basic
understanding of the class character of the Judiciary. As
Marxists we do not hold that the Judiciary is independent of
the class interests which the State serves. Nonetheless, occasions
arise when the two wings of the bourgeois State clash with
each other and the stand of either may help the progressive
forces. In 1969, the Judiciary took a reactionary stand on the
question of right to property—in defence of this right—and
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and landlords and against the in¢reasing influence of foreign
capital.

“By putting forward a political and economic programme,
distinct and sharply opposed to the platform and practice of
bourgeois-landlord parties, by leading the masses to realise it,
the Left and democratic forces enable them to move away
from the bourgeois-landlord parties and increasingly rally
round an alternative leadership.”” The Left-oriented Govern-
ments by their existence and the measures they take to defend
the interests of the people—measures which distinguish them
from all bourgeois-landlord parties-~act as the spearhead of
the Left and democratic forces. Their continued existence,
despite the desperate efforts of the ruling party to topple them, is
not only an outstanding achievement of our Party and the Left
and democratic forces; it is an important element which accen-
tuates the crisis, contributes to the instability of the ruling
party and increases the strength of the anti-authoritarian forces.
The defence of these Governments against Congress (I) machi-
nations is the primary responsibility of the democratic forces

and the wotking class if the conspiracy of the dictatorial forces
is to be defeated.

The authoritarian party is preparing its attacks on these
outposts, uttering slanders, abuse, charges of breakdown of
law and order, holding out blackmailing threats and using
Central Ministers to fan the agitation against the Left-oriented
Ministries. But, at the same time, Opposition parties, demo-
cratic forces consider it necessary to ward off these attacks,
they realise that these are attacks on democracy and that they
jeopardise the democratic existence of all political opposition
parties and constitute & prelude to a general onslaught of the
forces of dictatorship against the people.

If immediately after the 1977 elections, the Janata Party
and its Government were considered to be the main bulwark
against one-party dictatorship, today that role, in the minds of
large sections, is played by the Left Front and Left Democratic
Front Ministries.

Indira Gandhi seeks to isolate the Left-oriented Ministries
from this broad support before attacking it. It will be an
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impermissible error if the Left-oriented Ministries and Left
forces meglect the task of mobilising wider support all over

India through their policies, pronouncements and actions for .

the common man, through their direct appeal to these forces
' to support themi. .
The wider support is, besides, practical and easy of achieve-
ment because the other opposition parties and forces also need
" the existence of the Left-oriented Governments in their struggle
against the authoritarian party. :

The struggle against the forces of authoritariamyn ulow
takes place in changed circumstances. In the present s1t‘uu.lmn
the Left occupies a key position all over India, though it 18 a
weak force, because wide sections of the people want othlur
opposition parties to ally with it. Reactionaries in thc.sc parties
are fighting against this urge; and the big bourgeois Press 18
building up the BIP as the alternative to the Congress(l). -

This imposes great responsibilities on the Left forcc:s which
have to act as the spearhead of the struggle against dlcluto_r-
ship and, therefore, to lead the fight for bro?d .res?stﬂncc in
collaboration with all forces opposed to authoritarianism. Any
mistake here will let down the struggle and pass on the
initiative to disruptive forces.

FOREIGN POLICY DEVELOPMENTS

The Indira Gandhi Government’s understanding of lh‘e
international situation and its foreign policy are more realistic
than that of other bourgeois parties. This has already been
pointed out. ; .

There is rapid worsening of the international situat.mn and

the danger of military confrontation can no longer be ignored.

The Party must note this and should know that it cannot
discharge its responsibility without rousing the people to the
danger of war and taking an active interest 1in the defence of

cace.
" The Reagan Administration has intensified .th'e dfive
against detente initiated by the previous US Admmls'tratmn.
This is endangering world peace, threatening the security z.md
peace of the countries of Eutope, Asia, Africa and America.
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The people of Burope face the threat of a military confronfa-

tion involving the use of nuclear weapons and neutron bombs.

The nations inhabiting the West Asian region are faced with
direct American intervention. Israel, with the aid of the
Pentagon, is carrying on a regular war against Lebanon. And
the same Zionist force, under the direct instructions of the
USA, raided Iraq to destroy its nuclear reactor. U.S. imperia-
lism, though it has received a rebuff in Iran, is.intent on firmly

~ planting its feet in the oil region and is making Pakistan its

military base under the excuse of helping the Afghan “freedom-
fighters”’. The Soviet help to Afghanistan’s progressive forces
to ward off imperialist attacks is made the excuse to militarise
the region.

The report of the External Affairs Ministry, placed before
the Lok Sabha in March, notes the U.S. plans for a rapid
development force of 110,000 personnel for use primarily in
the Indian Ocean. The Diego Garcia base situated in the
Indian Ocean makes it possible to carry on operations against
the littoral States. It is a standing danger to India and all
littoral States.

But the danger to India does not end there. The USA is
bent on feverishly arming Pakistan’s military rulers to create a
constant threat of war between the two countries. The Pakis-
tani dictator, unable to seize any issue to befool the people, is
using the Afghanistan card, acting as the anti-Soviet spearhead
of the USA, and is bent upon stockpiling arms to be used
against India. The people of Pakistan are being poisoned by
virulent anti-India, anti-Hindu propaganda, so that they can
be used as cannon-fodder any time. The Pakistani media are
openly speculating on war between the two countries. When
the Afghan crisis started and Zia-ul Haq demanded military
help from the USA, Agha Shahi was forthright in saying that
the help was needed to protect Pakistan against India.

The USA is playing the Pakistan card to create the danger
of war and danger to the security of India and to pressurice
India to shift its foreign policy, especially its stand on
Afghanistan.

These are pressures to weaken the Indo-Soviet Treaty of
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Friendship and Cooperation and the Government’s policy of
non-alignment. ~They are supplemented by other measures
like refusal to supply uranium to the Tarapore nuclear plant,
threat to cut off economic aid to countries not toeing the U. S.
line and so on.

These arms-twisting tactics coupled with the anti-Soviet, pro-
American stand of bourgeois opposition parties like the BIP,
demand utmost vigilance on the part of the Party to fight back
the offensive. A compromise by the Government is possible

if the economic situation gets out of hand and rescue opera-

tions depend on U. S. loans. .

The Indo-Pakistan talks outlined the gravity of the situation
as they showed the firm resolve of Pakistan’s rulers to ally
with the USA.

As the P. B. statement put it, ““One of the main issues be-
devilling the relations between the two countries is the Pakis-
tan military dictator’s decision to stockpile arms with the help
of U. 8. imperialism. The Indian Foreign Minister’s visit and
talks have not led to any change in the decision of Pakistan’s
ruling clique. It is this collaboration of Pakistan’s ruling
classes with U. S. imperialism since the early fifties that has
been responsible for the continuinig abnormal situation in the
sub-continent.”

‘Under these: circumstances, the statement that each country
has the right to buy arms for its defence constitutes an en-
dorsement of Zia-ul Hag’s reliance on the worst enemy of
freedom—U. S. imperialism. What does the Government of
India accept thereby ? That Pakistan has justified fears about
Indian aggression ? Or does it seek to purchase Islamic
goodwill by accepting the existence of a Soviet threat to
Pakistan ? There seems to be more in the phrase than meets
the eye, and it seems to masquerade an opportunist concession.

These developments directly affect the course of the demo-
cratic struggle in our country, and also call upon the Party to
wage a relentless fight against the opportunism of certain
bourgeios parties who objectively or knowingly toe the
American line., They also call upon the Party as a whole to
give more vigorous attention to the question of foreign policy
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and not leave the initiatiative to the ruling party, Neither the
authoritarian ruling party nor the Opposition  parties can be
trusted with the task of effectively counteracting the imperialist
manoeuvres, It/is known that the ruling party is afraid of
taking a forthright position of opposition to and exposure of
imperialism on several issues and thereby softens people’s
vigilance.

INTERNATIONAL COMPLICATION— CHINESE POLICY

The division in the international Communist movement,, its
incapacity to take a common stand on vital issues of confron-
tation between the Socialist and imperialist worlds, enhances
the gravity of the situation and demands utmost vigilance on
our Party’s part.

It is known that a large number of Communist Parties, in-
cluding the Communist Party of China, have taken a hostile
stand on Soviet counteraction in Afghanistan, describing it as
Soviet expansionism or aggression. The same ig their attitude
towards the Vietnamese action in Kampuchea. Now, for
many menths, counter-revolutionaries are attempting to desta-
bilise Socialism in Poland. The situation demands unity of
the entire international Communist moyement to ward off the
attack of counter-revolution against a Socialist country. But
some Communist Parties, the CPC and others, take an
entirely different stand and do not support Soviet help to save
the situation.

This outlook is now complicating the situation in India,

-giving a boost to the pro-American lobby in the country and
creating obstacles to the fight against imperialist conspiracies.

The Prime Minister of China, during his recent visit to
Pakistan, promised help to Afghan counter-revolutionaries
operating from Pakistani soil and encouraged the Pakistani
Government to support them. Above all, he fully suppored
the Pakistani military regime’s demand for military aid from
the USA as being necessary to defend the integrity and
freedom of Pakistan.

Our Party denounces American military aid to Pakistan’s
military rulers as part of the U.S. game to play Asians against
Asians, as part of its conspitacy against our freedom. People’s
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China takes a diametrically opposite stand. Our country
which has experienced three regular wars with Pakistan cannot
be complacent on this issue.

A victim of the theory of social-imperialism, of the under-
standing that the USSR is more dangerous than the USA, the
Government of People’s China pursues the policy of isolating
the USSR in the region and seeks to weaken the Indo-Soviet
Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation. For our Party, on th.e
other hand, the protection and strengthening of this treaty is
a must if U.S. conspiracies are to be fought and the country’s
independence is to be protected.

While fighting these present-day aberrations of Chinese
foreign policy, our Party does not forget that Ching s a
Socialist country, that having gone through huge inner-
convulsions, the leadership of the Party there has taken a
number of correct steps to rectify the internal situation.

We earnestly hope that these steps strengthening the internal
Socialist system will lead to a correct world perception and
foreign policy based on the abiding interests of the Soclia].i st
camp. There isno doubt that strengthening of the Socialist
system in China and its needs will lead People’s thna . to_ take
its place as a front-rank fighter against world imperialism in
cooperation with other Socialist countries.

Our Party has always called for friendly relations between
the two conntries, we contintied to demand it even during
the days of the India-China conflict. = We welcome all steps
towards normalisation of relations.

In the meantime, we must note the damage that is being
done to our fight here. A number of ““China friends™ in India—
Naxalites and others—are busy peddling the idea of social-
imperialism to spread anti-Soviet propaganda. A number of
intellectuals toe this line and present it as part of a Left, revplw
tionary outlook. The line is presented as having the support of
a great Asian nation—People’s China.

Qur Party, in the present situation, cannot carry on a fight
against the U.S. conspiracies, its game of making Asmn§ fight
Asians, and defend non-alignment and friendship with the
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Socialist camp, without cxposing and fighting Chinese policy in
the sub-continent as outlined above and educating our cadres
about it.

ZIAUR RAHMAN’S ASSASSINATION

The murder of Bangladesh President and military dictator
Ziaur Rahman cannot be without its connection with the
international conspirators against freedom and democracy. It
is not possible to state precisely whose hand it was that struck
against the Bangladesh President.

Certain factors, however, must be borne in mind. The
Pakistani rulers had never reconciled themselves to the libera-
tion of Bangladesh and would do everything in their power to
restore Bangladesh to the sphere of Pakistan's influence. They
urgently desire that the two should act in unison against India.
At the same time, they have to reckon with the strong anti-
Pakistani feeling among the Bangladesh people. Unless this is
done away with or the army is effectively made pro-Pakistani,
the objective cannot be achieved. Whether the Bangladesh
developments were directly managed by foreign agents or not,
they do seém to be influenced by a clash between elements in
favour of Pakistan and those opposed to it.

In the recent Bangladesh developments, anti-Pakistani
freedom sentiments seem to be coupled with anti-India
hostility. Mujibur Rahman himself had to resort to an anti-
India appeal to keep himself in power, and yet he was branded
and felled as pro-India.

Those who destroyed Mujib were junior officers in the army
and Zia was the only senior officer with them. They, in their
turn, were defeated by senior officers who committed the fatal
blunder of presenting themselves as defenders of Mujib. They
were denounced as Indian agents and overthrown by the army

ranks who had fought in the liberation army. They again‘

reposed faith in Ziaur Rahman who soon consolidated himself
and called back the officers who had been chased away by the
soldiery.

It is known that, in these years, a conflict grew between the
officers who were repatriated from Pakistan and those like Zia
and Manzoor who were freedom-fighters. At the time of Zia’s
murder only Zia and Manzoor represented, among the
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Generals, the freedom-fighters. Both are now eliminated at
one stroke and the army is now at the mercy of Pakistani
repatriates. The composition of the army ranks also has
changed with new recruitment.

Some recent developments may also have something to do
with the murder. It is reported by The Staresman that Zia was
getting closer to the Soviet Union, that Romania had offered
Bangladesh a soft loan of 500 million dollars and that Zia was
also showing signs of friendship towards progressive Islamic
countries. :

All this may indicate that, notwithstanding his anti-Indian
hostility, Zia was perhaps getting inconvenient for forces of
international reaction. It also means that those who planned
the murder of the two Generals have also anti-India objectives.
India will certainly be in a bad plight if Zia’s murder leads to
the ascendency of pro-Pakistan elements in the army and the
Government of Bangladesh. j

The fight against imperialist manocuvres, for a policy based
on anti-imperialism, is obstructed and sabotaged by the
internal policies of the Indira Gandhi Government. Enthusiasm
cannot be created for national unity, for defending the country,
under a Government which barbarously suppresses the people
and their rights. All warnings and statements coming from
such a source are treated as tricks of a selfish Government
with no credibility.

CONCLUSION—IMMEDIATE TASKS

All this calls upon our Party to intervene in the complicated
situation in a decisive way combining the fight against the new
challenges with the fight against the authoritarian forces. The
challenge of divisive forces, of imperialism to our country’s
freedom, the opportunism of bourgeois parties—all demand a
determined struggle for a broad forum of resistance to forces
of authoritarianism, while flghting opportunist tendencies-in the
ranks of the people.

The failure of bourgeois opposition parties in the recent
election is, apart from other causes, due to the failure to
develop alternative policies and impress the masses with them.
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The sober elements in these parties must grasp this truth if the
common struggle is to be facilitated. It cannot be said that

_the democratic parties whom we have mentioned in the

Jullundur resolution have discharged their responsibilities. The
leadership of the Akali Party went along with us in the mass
movement in Punjab and contributed its strength to the Kisan
March. That was very good. But recently, some Akali leaders
have shown vulnerability to such slogans as Khalistan,
Amritsar is a holy city, etc. The DMK continues to be an
appendage of the Congress(1) in its political fight against the
ATADMK. The AIADMEK leader concentrates on his fight
with the DMK and does not show much desire to take consis-
tent anti-authoritarian positions. At the same time, reacting
to the attacks being made on the ATADMK Government by
Central Congress (I) leaders and Ministers, as also to preserve
the image of a fighter for States’ autonomy, the ATADMK
takes an anti-Centre stand on certain issues. The AIADMK
Government recently propsed an anti-labour Bill, which has
been referred to a Select Committee. It seems the Government
is prepared to extend cooperation to the Central Government’s
spirit enquiry commission which is an instance of wanton
interference in the State’s autonomy, while at the same time
wanting the Commission appointed by it to continue its own
enquiry.

The initiative of the Left forces is, therefore, urgently neces-
sary to push forward the movement. The Left-oriented Ministries
and their achievements form the foundation of the Left initiative
for broader mobilisation. The bursting mass discontent and
struggles form the dominant weapons of organising widespread
resistance and forging resistance understanding at all levels.

The discontent of the peasants and agricultural workers, the
anger against price-rise, the resistance of workers, the ﬁghts. of
students and youth and professionals and, finally, the growing
upsurge of the women’s movement in diverse forms, express
people’s resistance to the effects of the crisis and the economic
situation. Along with this, explosive outbursts of popular anger
take place against the breakdown of law and order, lack of
security for the common man.
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To lead all these struggles decisively, in unity with as broad
forces as possible, to orientate them all in an anti-authoritarian
direction, is the task before us.

The situation also provides opportunities for a broad
mobilisation on two vital questions—the Judiciary and the
Presidential form of Government. The Party and the Left
forces must now take a lead in mobilising political parties and
the people on these issues.

Immediately, there is every possibility of such mobilisation
on the issue of fair elections and electoral reforms following
the experience of rigging and misue of official power in the
recent by-elections in U.P. and Bihar—especially in Garhwal.

As has been seen, the task is now complicated by the
assault of the divisive forces. Only our Party leading the Left
and secular forces can fight back this offensive. The reactionary
stiand of bourgeois opposition parties on the reservation issue
in Gujarat is a warning of things to come. The Party has to
educate its own ranks and masses on the question of untoucha-
bility and reservation. Simultaneously, we have to fight the
secessionist challenges encouraged by imperialism. OQur Party
in Assam is heroically fighting this battle with consistency and
courage. But it cannot be said that the Party everywhere is
aware of this challenge, nor of the challenge in the tribal
areas. Party journals and agitation must tune themselves to

 this responsibility. The entire Party and our mass media have

to be cducated about the mnew dangerous role of RSS
chauvinism and Islamic fundamentalism and new effurts to
win over the Muslim masses.

And, finally, the challenge of imperialism to our foreign
policy, the pressures to weaken the relations with the Socialist
camp through arming Pakistan’s military clique, have to be
taken seriously, because there is a concentrated propaganda
from parties like the BJP which act as the vociferous anti-
Soviet, pro-U.S. lobby. The internal pressure against non-
alignment was never so great. This, as has been pointed out,
is complicated by the stand of the People’s Republic of China

58 &

wit]:_l its open support to the pouring of U.S. arms into
Pakistan.

T_he task of getting these various threads together and
W:cavmg them into resistance against the authoritarian forces
without relaxing the battle against imperialism, is a di(ﬁculz
task which only our Party can discharge. Many Left parties
themselves are bound to waver on this or that issue. But
leading the mass discontent, defending the Left-oriented
Gm.fernments, and working for the broadest mobilisation
agamst attacks on the Judiciary, against the move for a
Presidential form of Government, against authoritarianism,
our Party must discharge its responsibility. In the measure
it firmly adheres to a princi pled stand on these various issues
it will strengthen Left unity and enhance the capacity of th&;
Lef.t forces to organise widespread resistance to the authori-
tarian party.

et o o e S





