
Party Line on Current 

Tactics 

[I] 

E.M.S. Namboodiripad 

THE strategy of the Indian revolution outlined in our Party 
Programme is People's Democratic Revolution. Opposed to it -is 
the CPI's strategy-National Democracy. Corresponding to these 
are the two tactic.al lines-class struggle and class-collaboration 
respectively. 

The tactical line of ·class-collaboration adopted by the CPI 
became clear within less than three years of the adoption of 
National Democracy as the strategic line. The CPI joined, in 1967, 
coalition Governments in three States, though the parties which 
headed these coalitions had been denounced as "communal" in the 
CPI programme. Within still another two years, the CPI opted for a 
coalition with the Congress-a line which continued for a decade. 
It was given up only when the collaboration with the Congress 
was completely exposed during the Emergency. Even today, the 
CPI leaders try to gang up with any bourgeois Opposition party 
against the Left, as was seen in their betrayal of the minorities in 
Assam and their electoral monoeuvres at the time of the December 
1984 elections to the Lok Sabha and the March 1985 elections to 
several State Assemblies. 

We do not propose here to deal with the CPI's tactical line. 
We confine ourselves to the CPI(M)'s tactical line as it has been 
developing from stage to stage. 
TACTICAL LINE OF THE SEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE 
CPI(M) 

The basis for the CPI(M)'s tactical line of class struggle was 
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laid in the resolution on Current Situation and Tasks adopted at the 
Seventh Congress of the CPI(M) in 1964. The crux of that tactical 
lihe was "to give organised leadership to mass actions of resistance 
to the anti-people policies of the Government". It was pointed out 
that "this task cannot successfully be discharged unless the serious 
dangers arising from the weakness in the mass organisations ..... are 
fully grasped and the weakness rapidly overcome". The resolution 
went on: 

"The Party must mobilise all democratic sections of the ·people 
against every attack on civil liberties and democratic .rights and 
against repressive measures. It must campaign against the anti­
people policies of the Government and for alternative policies. It 
must carry on a relentless campaign for world peace, for banning 
of all nuclear weapons and for general disarmament. The slogan of 
People's Democratic Front and particularly the slogan ofland to the 
tiller in view of its importance to the democratic revolution must be 
constantly popularised". 

The Seventh Party Congress which adopted the Programme and 
the above-quoted resolution on Current Situation and Tasks alco 
adopted a report on The Fight Against Revisionism. It -said: 

"While the Party should firmly fight against the revisionist ideas, 
slogans and tactics of tailing behind the bourgeoisie and the ruling 
party, an essential condition for building the unity of the democratic 
front is that the Communist Party should continue its strnggle 
against all· manifestations of sectarianism". Sectarianism, it was 
pointed out, manifests itself in two main forms: (a) "sectarianism 
towards the masses owing allegiance to the ruling Congress party"; 
(b) "sectarianism towards the masses rallied behind the parties of
Opposition which are Right-reactionary, or Leftist with rabid anti­
communism, as their basic outlook". Both arise "from the failure
to realise that the bulk of the masses who are to be won over to
democratic policies and into the democratic' front are more or less
equally divided into those who follow the Congress and those
rallied round the non-Communist Opposition parties."

An important directive contained in the report Fight Against 
Revisionism was that the Party should "intervene in all cases where 
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