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But when the elections to the National Council came, the Party 
again faced a crisis because the Dange group had made a 
determined effort to conduct them on factional lines. The usual 
practice in putting up the panel for the National Council was for the 
CEC to allot the number of seats to the various states and get the 
states.delegations' recommendations. The CEC used to accept 
these recommendations and put up the panel. The recommendations 
that came from the states' delegations upset the Dange group. They, 
then manoeuvred to put up a new panel, in utter disregard of the 
recommendations of the states' delegations. A split was avoided by 
some sort of patch-work, for which the Constitution was amended. 
The National Council could not elect the Executive or the 

. Secretariat, and dispersed after electing the General Secretary only. 
At the next meeting of the National Council, the Executive 

was elected. But Comrades P. Sundaraya, Jyoti Basu and 
Harkishan Singh Surjeet had to remain out of the Executive. A 
full-fledged Secretariat could not be elected. However the tactics 
for the general elections were further concretised. 

At the next �eeting of the National Council, the detailed 
election tactics were worked out with near-unanimity, though the 
conflicting points of view were expressed in the meeting. 

With this, the Party went into the third general elections. 
Meanwhile, Comrade Ajay Ghosh died. National Council did not 
meet till April 1962, after the general elections. 

II. Election Review

Just as at tbe time of formulating the electoral strategy and the
concrete tactics of electoral· alliances, so in the work of assessing 
the results of the elections, conflicting points of view expressed 
themselves in the Party after the election campaign was over. 
These differences were clearly expressed in the two draft reviews 
of the election results presented to the National Council-one 
prepared by Bhupesh Gupta and the other by P.C. Joshi. We are 
giving below some relevant extracts from the two drafts: 

P. C. Joshi, for instance, wrote in his note submitted to the
National Council: "The Congress losses to the parties of the 
right also create the pre-conditions for building better and more 
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friendly relations between the Communists and Congress leaders 
as also their cadres. The initiative for achieving this new shift 
cannot obviously come from inside the Congress. It has to be 
unfolded by the Party. The Party cannot afford to remain sunk in 
the mire of sectarianism for the simple reason that the discontent 
against the Congress, which, during the first and second general 
elections, was going left and mostly towards our Party is now 
going towards the right. The Party, therefore, has to make a new 
tum for its sheer survival and the sooner it makes the tum, the 
'stronger it will grow.'' 

On the tasks of the Party, P. C. Joshi wrote in the same note: 
''From this National Council it must be clearly formulated that 
the first and foremost task of the Communist Party is to launch 
a national crusade against the right on the basis of the correct 
application of N.D.F. tactics and thus emerge as the most far­
sighted and boldest national vanguard of the Indian people. If we 
fail to differentiate today between the extreme right and the 
Congress leadership headed by Nehru, if we fail to evolve tactics 
that will help tci isolate the right, we would be failing to rise to 
the responsibilities of the post-election situation." 

Dealing with the question of allies in this national crusade, 
against the right, Joshi continued: "It is also necessary to 
clearly see that the rise of the right has created a new climate 
inside the Congress itself amongst its thinking and advanced 
elements and has created the pre-conditions for our winning them 
as allies in everlarger numbers. A very clear indication of this is 
the election and post-election speeches of Nehru against the right. 
Their significance and limitation both should be carefully assessed 
by us. I think the importance of our seizing Nehru's positive 
statements is obvious. It is our task to develop them further.'' 

Further, "the present alignment in the country has to be 
changed against the right. The main responsibility is of the Party 
but it cannot do it alone. It must seek and win allies. If the rise 
of the right is a big negative factor revealed by the elections, 
there is also a newly-revealed positive factor which is stronger 
t�an ever before and that is a new awakening and far less anti­
communism inside the Congre·ss itself.'' 
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