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The Party press, not only in the Centre but in the states to
ceased to represent the Party and was reduced into organs of ti
faction which had control of the Party machine. The Party pre
abandoned Marxism-Leninism, consistently violated the accept(
policy of the Party, writings and reports in it were one sided ar
factional and in the ideological debate only one view-point w,
publicised while suppressing and slandering the other thus makir
any sober and serious discussions of the issues impossible.

What was equally grave was that quite a large section of ti
Party membership on the rolls at the time of the Vijayawa<
Congress was being denied the opportunity to renew the
membership on various grounds while at the same time the
were reports that in some places the membership was beir
inflated. Obviously, this could only be to pack a Party Congre
with a majority of their own supporters and thus perpetua

• themselves in the leadership.

Our Efforts at Restoring Party Unity

It was at this stage that the comrades in Andhra ar 
Tamilnad were released-releases had taken place in Kerala 
little earlier. Despite all the slanders that had been heaped c 
them while they were in jail and even after they had come ou 
these comrades without getting provoked considered the ve1 
grave inner-Party situation and formulated certain proposals f, 
restoring Party unity. These proposals were embodied in the no 
Threat to Party Unity-How to Avert it? submitted by seventee 

members of the National Council to its session in October 196.

The seventeen comrades confined themselves to solving tt 
problem of urgent and pressing issues which, in their opinio: 
"constitute the first minimum necessary steps in the arduo, 
struggle for achieving inner-Party unity .... " On the ideologic 
differences in the international Communist ·movement, the 
proposed, "Our Party, as an independent, sovereign unit of tt 
international Communist movement, shall arrive at its ov., 
independent decisions after a full and democratic discussion 
the entire Party. No question of either 'Pro-Peking' ot 'Pr, 
Moscow' shall arise whatever our enemies shout to slander tt 
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cause of Communism. We should not resort to open criticism and 
attacks either on the positions of the CPSU or the CPC until our 
Party concludes its inner-Party discussions and arrives at its own 
conclusions.'' On the India-China border dispute they said., ''We 
got stuck in discussing the differences from time to time and 
allowed the situation-'to be exploited by all so1ts of chauvinistic 
and Right reactionary forces in the country to fan the flames of 
hatred against China and do everything possible to prevent the 
formation of the climate for a peaceful and negotiated settlement 
of the dispute .... The most important issue that can bring about a 
radical change in the situation is the peaceful and negotiated 
settlement of the Sino-Indian border dispute. Whether we 
succeed or not in bringing about a negotiated settlement as 
speedily as we wish it, one thing is certain, that is, the further 
advance of the democratic and revolutionary movement is very 
much dependent upon the systematic and persistent struggle we 
carry on to bring about such a settlement.. ..... 

''Our Party cannot play any effective role by merely giving 
support to the declared intentions of the Nehru Government for 
peaceful settlement, etc., without mobilising popular opinion 
independently with its main stress on peaceful settlement and for 
a fresh initiative by our Government to that effect while, of 
course, taking all necessary steps to strengthen the defence of the 
country. To do this, our Party should reorientate its whole agit
prop line and evolve correct slogans of action from time to time, 
instead of being swayed by anti-Chinese propaganda of the 
rightist forces in the country, as is now often done. The unbridled 
criti�ism of the Chinese Government and the open and 
vituperative attacks on them, irrespective of the correctness or 
otherwise of their contents, are not conducive to creating a 
climate of peaceful negotiations in the country. The increasing 
stress on peaceful negotiations and for a fresh initiative to break 
the deadlock, by our Party will not o�ly bring about greater unity 
among us, but also unite the broadest democratic opinion behind 
the slogans of negotiated and speedy settlement of the border 
dispute. We should defer the discussion on those aspects that 
divide us and concentrate on the pressing and urgent issue of 
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