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for united action, for united front which has to be forged even 
with the elements who do not accept Marxism. 

In 1875 Marx strongly attacked the Unity Programme which 
united the Social Democratic Workers' Party with the Lassalleans, 
saying that be and Engels had nothing to do with it. While 
attacking the opportunist concessions, Marx held that it would 
have been proper to conclude an agreement for action against" 
the common enemy, but it was impermissible to unite with them 
in a single party on the basis of sacrifice of principles. "Every 
step of real movement is more important than a dozen pro­
grammes. If, therefore, it was not possible - and the conditions 
of the time did not permit it-to go beyond the Eisenach pro­
gramme, one should simply have concluded an agreement for 
action against the common enemy" (Ibid, p. 297). Opportunist 
concessions to bring about a united party are denounced ; but 
at the same time agreement for common action with the same 
people is advocated. This is how Marxism fights for the purity 
of the Party, while taking every step forward to push the actual 
movement. 

The trouble with our critics is that they confuse the method 
of winning the vanguard, of rearing the Marxist-Leninist Party, 
with the methods of rousing and uniting the masses that may be 
under the leadership of the revisionists and reformists. It is 
perfectly correct to say that there can be no unity inside one 
party between revisionists and Marxist-Leninists; our own experi­
ence has proved the same when the revisionists split the Party. 
Any proposal to unite the Party, or bring together international 
Parties without liquidating the heritage of revisionism will be a 
gross betrayal of Marxism-Leninism. There must be an irr.econ­
cilable fight against revisionist opportunism and complete 
ideological and organizational demarcation from it. Our docu­
ment, therefore, does not demand unprincipled unity of all the 
Communist Parties and inside each Party. □

J 

,, 
) 

.l:V 

.More on the Slogan of 

Unity in Action 

81 

. THE FIGHT AGAINST REVISIONISM IS, HOWEVER, NOT 
· ceonfined to only an ideological polemics, however hard-hitting it
might be and whatever self-satisfaction it may cause to certain
people. It is a serious struggle to rescue the masses who may

- ,be under its influence. (We hope our critics do not think
that the revisionists are already repudiated by the masses
in each country.) To carry this fight from the vanguard to the

mass, different tactics and methods are required. Here the
• question is how to make the masses feel the harmful and reactio-
nary character of revisionism or reformism through their direct

• experience. Here it is necessary to take the masses into action,
·bring them face to face with all anti-Marxi_st views and lines
. and enable them to.see for themselves what is what. The harm-
ful reactionary ideologies respresented by the revisionists cannot
.be seen in their true colours unless the struggle against imperia­
lism, against capital, is heightened, intensified and widespread.
Only in the crucible of class struggle will revisionism be inevi-

. tably routed.
But for this the primary condition is that. Marxist-Leninists 

·-must be in a position to unleash class struggles and cannot con­
tent themselves with verbal pyrotechnics d"irected against the
:revisionists. And for this it is essential that the masses under
·the influence of the revisionists are rescued, that a united action
·,of the people against imperialism is supported and organized.
It is here that the call for united action plays an important role.
]t keys up the class struggle, brings the masses face to face with
··the revisionists and enables them to direct their blows against
imperialism while repudiating revisionism. It is a fatuous idea
to fight revisionism in isolation from the struggle against imperia­
lism and capitalism, without taking concrete steps to intensify
that struggle by drawing all the followers of the reformists and

,.:revisionists in it .
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