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1. THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

T HE defeat of Hitler Germany and Fascist Japan

in World War IT has completely altered the inter-
national landscape and moved the balance decisively
in favour of the working class and its revolution
movement. Though the elimination of powerful rivals
like Germany and Japan might appear to have
strengthened other imperialist 1pov.r.ﬂ.-rs, the total
result is not the strengthening of the world-imperialist
system but its immense weakening; not the strengthen-
ing of American imperialism but its tremendous weak-
ening before the world-revolutionary movement; not
the strengthening - of the ' capitalist world but the
strengthening of the Socialist world and of the move-
ments and people heading towards Socialism and
national emancipation. G

These results are to be seen in the direct increase
in the power and strength of the revolutionary forces.

The imperijalist e tation of a tremendous weak-
ening of the Soviet Union, its economic collapse and
chaos after the war has not only not materialised, but
the contrary has come to be true.

In spite of the tremendous slaughter of manpower
and the most devastating destruction of resources, the
Soviet Union has come out stronger—an object of
admiration for the people and a great rallying point
for the working class and the ‘masses in the struggle
against capital. The might of its arms creates confi-
dence among the masses of all countries and shatters
the myth of the invincibility of imperialist arms.

Not only the military, but also the economic,
organisational and industrial prestige of the Soviet
Union has increased tremendously, and the people in
capitalist countries contrast the planned, organised
life in the Soviet Union with the anarchy in capitalist
society. ; ;

TS
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Secondly, the rise in Eastern Europe of People’s
Democracies—where power belongs to the people,
where large-scale industry, transport and the banks
are owned by the State and where a bloc of the labour-
ing classes of the population headed by the working
class constitutes the leading force—is another big blow
to world capitalism. It takes away a ulation
cqual in number to that of Britain and F put
together and a big territory Irom the orbit of capita-
lism, and puts it firmly on the path to. Socialism.

By tearing these countries out of the orbit of the
imperialist-capitalist . world, by establishing People’s
Democracies in them, which shatter the political and
‘economic power of the exploiting classes, by organis-
ing States which embody the sovereignty of the people
_based on the alliance of workers, peasants and oppres-
sed middle classes, and by ' the world
Socialist sector, the Eastern European ies
I#utrg:lcri wiger'; the breach created by the Russian Revo-

Tu n.191%. = _ :

.. The strengthening ol the revolutionary movement
of the working class and the weakening of capitalism
is further seen on the Eu n_continent in the im-
mense rise in the strength of the Communist Parties—
the vanguard of the working class—and in the growing
‘unification of the class around them. The rise of the
Jtalian and French .Communist Parties, apart from
those in Eastern Europe, was the logical conclusion of
the great role they played in the revolutionary struggle
against Fascism. . .. _
1, -A measure of this immense strength is to be
obtained not only by the immense growth in. Party
membership, but in the growth of the mass organisa-
tions led by the Parties; in the parliamentary successes
scored—with the Communist Parties often coming out
as the higgést_single&i-ﬁqs. g s e

. The rise of the Communist Parties in these coun-
tries epitomises the strength of the working class and
the instabilily -of the present regimes and the maturity
«of the revolutionary developments. It shows that be-
dore the parties of thq,f_i.ifht can restore the pre-war
capitalist balance, economically and politically, before
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the ruling class can successfully throw the burdens of
the crisis on the working class, it will have to wage big
battles against the workers—battles in which the
working-class strength is immense and great. It shows
that the working class is in a position to defeat the
new offensive and solve the revolutionary tasks of the
present period.

Europe for the capitalists is on the brink of a dis-
aster. In Britain, it is the Labour Government that
stands between the mounting discontent and the capi-
1lalist rule. In America, which is getting more and more

dn the mire of the crisis, which is hungrily se

for markets all over the world and is attacking the liv-
ing standard of its own people and the freedom of other
nations—the crisis opens new battles between the
financial autocrats and the common. people.

The successful stru for Chinese liberation that
is being waged under the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party strikes another powerful blow at
the world imperialist order, threatening to alter the
political landscape of Asia and preparing the way of
throwing the imperialists and their agents out of the
colonies. The growing rout of Chiang Kai-shek’s armies
and the fiasco of the policy of American imperialism
unmistakably show that the imperialist policies and
aims come up everywhere against insuperable obstacles
in the shape of people struggling for freedom,

THe RoLe oF RIGHT-WING SocrAr DEMOCRATS

In this new and decisive period of revolutionary deve-
lopments, the right-wing Social Democrats, the tradi-
tional hangers-on of the bourgeoisie, come forward
with their usual treacherous role as the lackeys and
servitors of the bourgeoisie, _

In the period of the anti-Fascist| war,  the Social
Democratic  leaders of France, Britain, ete, found
themselves in the ple’s camp, along - with their
capitalist masters, who were compelled to join it. They
joined ‘it after they had slandered the Soviet Union,
supported the Munichites, disrupted the Popular
Front, split the ranks of the working class and had seen
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the utter fiasco of the foreign policy of their masters.

In the course of the war, the Social Democratic
leaders sabotaged the revolutionary armed liberation
struggles against the Fascists, joining their imperialist
masters, firstly, in relying on the Anglo-American
invading armies and, secondly, in sui)porting the old
reaclionary imperialist agents (Badoglio, Mihailovitch,
Mikolajzeyk, etc.) as against the people’s liberation
movements. Thus they acted as a brake on the initia-
tive of the masses.

Today when in each country the guestion of fight
against capitalist rule is being decisively posed, the
right-wing Social Democrats, as true reformists, come
out in favour of the capitalist order, as its defenders
and ‘apologists, as a hypocritical “third force” direct-
ing its fire on the working class and the Communist

Party.
In the t-war elections, they capitalised the dis-
content of the masses against the traditional bourgeois

parties, and secured majorities in parliaments (Bri-
‘tain) ; they capitalised the prestige which the partici-
pation of their ranks in the anti-Fascist struggle had
won for them to get into Governments, and split the
ranks of the working class.

- The Social Democratic leaders, in conformity with
the needs of their capitalist masters, follow a policy of
attacking the living standards of the working class,
of throwing the burdens of the crisis on the workers,
of engaging in a mad hunt for markets, suppress the
working class and the people, attack democratic rights,
pursue an anti-Soviet, anti-Socialist and anti-revolu-
tionary policy — a policy of defending the capitalist
order and taking the le to another war,

The right-wing ial Democratic leaders have
also emerged as the initiators of plans of bestial sup-
pression, of full-scale wars against subject peoples in
revolt at the end of the war. They have combined
their military suppression with new forms of impe-
rialist enslavement of subject peo?les in alliance with
‘native bourgeois classes, miscalled “independence.”
The British Labour Government has granted such fake
“independence” to India, Pakistan, Burma, etc.
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The Socialist Government of France, in defence of
the French Empire, is suppressing with armed forces
the Vietnamese people’s struggle for freedom. The
Dutch Socialists are fully supporting Dutch imperial-
ism’s colonial war in Indonesia.

The right-wing Social Democratic leaders, under
the dictates of American imperialism, conspire with
the reactionaries in throwing Communist Parties out
of ‘Government, in forming stop-gap coalitions with
bourgeois parties to open the way to reactionary re-
gimes, throw themselves on the mercy of American
money and loans to maintain the present order and lend
their influence to combat the growing wave of revolu-
tionary discontent. Anti-Sovietism, anti-Communism,
defence of capitalism, become the keys to understand
the policies of the Social Democratic leadership.

NEw CLASS ALIGNMENTS

The close of the anti-Fascist war has thus led to a new
constellation of class forces. The old combination, in
which certain sections of the bourgeoisie and their re-
formist hangers-on were found in the people's camp
in the common battle against Fascism, is replaced by
one in which the entire world bourgeoisie, ranged to-
gether with its reformist hangers-on and reactionary
supporters, is attempting to blend itself together to stem
the tide of revolution and op the working class, the
people, the Socialist Soviet Union, the Eastern Demo-
cracies and the colonial peoples. g% T

The impact of economic crisis and the imminent
menace of revolution are the basic reasons why the
néw set-up comes into existence and the bourgeois
States begin to conspire against the Soviet Union; why
Anglo-American imperialism more and more uses its
majority in U.N.O. as a bloc against the democratic
nations. .

Even during the course of the people’s war, the
contradiction between the Socialist and the capitalist
worlds was developing (delay of the Second Front,
Anglo-American intrigue to bleed the Soviet Union and
support for reactionaries like Darlan, de Gaulle, Bado-
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glio, etc.). After the end of the war and the sudden
release of the economic crisis, the contradiction sharp-
éned immensely,

The basic line of the bourgeois parties in each
country, and of their reformist hangers-on, is to fight
the revolution at home and abroad. That is why the
old set-up completely changes. This is what creates
two camps—the imperialist anti-democratic camp, and
the anti-imperialist democratic camp composed of the
Soviet: Union, the Eastern European Democracies and
the fighting people all over the world.

The leadership of the imperialist camp is in the
hands of American imperialism whose strength has
immensely grown in relation to its old rivals. It has
out-distanced Britain to such an extent that Britain is
a supplicant for alms at the American door. It has
gained the most from the elimination of its most power-
ful rivals, Germany and Japan; this has whetted its
appetite for markets. With its territory far from the
field of war, it was able to develop its resources quickly
in the war period, with the result that today its pro-
ductive capacity has grown immensely.

With it have grown the lust and need for markets,
for domination of colonies so that new fields of invest-
ment are opened and strategic war bases are secured,
for subordinating every Government, whether of a
colonial or advanced capitalist country, to stave off the
crisis' in America.

The rise of the American colossus overriding all
other capitalist countries, subordinating nation after
nation to its financial rule and operating as the most
iml:onant factor in determining the policies of the cap-
italist world, is one of the basic elements in the new
situation.

The maintenance and expansion of American im-
perialism can be achieved only by crushing the freedom
and independence of all countries and by establishing
Fascist reactionary dictatorships all over the world. The
necessity of maintaining the old order has forced Ame-
rican mgrialism'tommeoutastheopenmmyot
all mankind. ' | :

The role of classes, political parties, leaders and
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organisations, therefore, must be judged in relation to
this basic role of American imperialism,

Simultaneously with this, there has been a flare up
in the inter-imperialist antagonisms. The elimination
of Japan and Germany has not solved but intensified
the rivalry between Britain and America, and the two
come into conflict in almost every part of the world:
in the Middle East for oil; in South East Asia and
French Indo-China; in Europe, the American dollar
more and more forces back the British sterling. Ame-
rican imperialism even holds back British Big Busi-
ness’ own plans for rebuilding British industry, badly
shattered during the war (for instance shipbuilding),
exacting harsh terms in return for its loans; it is %}'
using this whip-hand that it continuously applies its
pressure to bring Britain Armly within its imperislist
orbit, reducing it to the stalus of a second-ra‘e puwe.
and its own satellite,

Today, with Britain dépendent on America, the
rival claims are being adjusted in favour of America--
America forcing Britain to pull down or reduce import
tariff walls, give wider scope to American trade, accept
all kinds of conditions on loans and make Britain's
colonies dependent on America. Britain has no choice
as long as she continues to remain a capitalist country,
and che is forced to trail behind America,

But a solution of the rival claims in this way only
worsens the conditions of the British masses and
hampers economic development. This will lead to
growing consciousness and determination of the British
working class to fight the Anglo-American reactionary
alliance. Thus the basis of Anglo-American coopera-
tion against the Soviet Union, against democratic
revolution, gets weakened by the experience of the

masses,

InpErIALISM'S WAy Qur

Faced with the biggest revolutionary wave menacing
its very existence, with the utter collapse of the capital-
ist order in Europe, with new gains scored by the
working class and the people against monopoly capital
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and with the threatened collapse of capitalist production
in America—American imperialism seeks to find a way
out of the present crisis in the interests of the capitalist

T,

It pushes ahead with its Marshall Plan which is
essentially directed to build the Western Bloc, a bloc
of reactionary capitalist States in Western Europe,
bound hand and foot to American imperialism, a reac-
tionary bloc in which the restored industrial belt in
Western Germany, controlled by American monopolies,
acting directly and through the still-surviving Fascists,
will occupy a central position.

The granting of American credits is directed to suc-
cour Europe’s collapsing capitalist order and stave off
the revolution, while in return these countries are
forced to sell their economic and political inde-
pendence to American imperialism, offering themselves
as outlets for surplus American goods, thus turning
mselves increasingly into virtual colonies of the

The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan based
on it serve the needs of American expansion.

Economically, the Marshall Plan is a plan of render-
ing economic assistance by means of American credits
to reactionary regimes in Europe. This economic
“assistance” helps American imperialism to find a
market for its goods in the country te which such
assistance is rendered. American imperialism thus
seeks o mitigate the crisis of over-production in
America.

Politically, it is an attempt to bolster up anti-demo-
eratic reactionary Governments which, relying on reac-
tionary vested interests, can act as stooges of American
imperialism and sell the economic and political inde-
pendence of their countries to American imperialism.
American “assistance” generally means the domina-
tion of the political life of the country by American
imperialism; sooner or later only those parties remain
in power as are p 1o accept the dictates of Wash-
ington in their home and foreign policies and crush the
democratic and working masses of their own countries.

American imperialism relies on the right-wing
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Social Democrats of certain countries for help,
since the parties of the Right are already discredited.
It relies on the anti-Communism, anti-Sovietism, and
the anti-revolutionary policy of the right-wing Social
Democrats to do its job. Financial measures and imme-
diate relief given by the U.S.A. supply a base for the
treachery of the right-wing Social ts. They
arm them with a weapon to cheat the masses and to
parade before them the necessity of American aid by
taking advantage of their starvation and loss of jobs.

The right-wing leaders of reformist parties today
are used as the first weapon to split the ranks of the
working class and begin the process of setting a country
on the road to Fascism.

Simultaneously with this, American imperialism
goes on arming and strengthening the real Fascists like
de Gaulle,

It is on the basis of this aid to the collapsing capi-
talist structure that the American imperialists attempt
to draw the right-wing Social Democrats and the bour-
geois parties into a common front against the Soviet
Union, into a Western Bloc to fight the Soviet Union and
Eastern Democracies. The rebuilding of capitalist Fas-
cist Germany, and the formation of the Western Bloc to
unleash war and to fight the Soviet Union_ are integral
parts of the imperialist plan to solve the crisis at the
expense of the people. The war propaganda now
carried on, the atom bomb threat repeatedly given, an
the anti-Soviet slander which has become a part of the
bourgeois offensive—all show that imperialism secks a
way out through war, if it can do so.

To achieve this end, the unleashing of a Third
World War, however, is not easy; for the Marshall Plan
and its political counterpart, the plan to build a West-
ern Bloe, can only succeed through destroying the
independence and national sovereignty of the countries
of Western Europe, transforming them into America’s
colonies; these plans are, therefore, bound to meet and
are already meeting with the growing resistance of the
democratic forces of Europe, headed by the Communist
Parties and the working class, whose strength can
certainly defeat the provocateurs of war.

T4
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The Marshall Plan is thus imperialism's way out
of the crisis, a plan for the enslavement of the world
and the colonial fascisation of Europe.

In Tue CovLoxies

The post-war revolutionary epoch has brought the
colonies to the path of armed struggle against the im-
perialists and their allies. So powerful are these strug-
gles and so great their revolutionary sweep that the
achievement. at one stroke of People’s Democracy (as
in the countries of Eastern Europe) becomes an imme-
diate attainable objective. The imperialists and their
bourgeois collaborators are wertgsown and power
passes into the hands of the toilini; people led by the
working class, which assures not only complete national
independence but also the liquidation of the capitalist
social order and the building of Socialism,

As in the metropolitan countries, so in the colonies,
the old imperialist order — the colonial order — was
collapsing. Ground down by exploitation and poverty
—first by the imperialists and then by the Fascists—
the people in many countries resisted the imperialists’
attempt to come back after Japan's defeat, and fought
with arms. Viet Nam and Indonesia carried on regular
wars of liberation. Burma fought with weapons. India
began to see armed struggles, mutinies and fraternisa-
tion of the army and the police with the people.

In the centre of this great struggle for colonial
liberation stands the glorious fight of the Chinese

eople, led by the Communist Party and the People’s
f.iberation Army, delivering massive blows against the
main bulwark of colonial rule in Asia and the world.
People’s victory in the Chinese struggle will change
the entire shape of Asia and the world, and ensure the
doom of the colonial and the capitalist order.

Faced with this onrushing tide of revolution, im-
perialism makes desperate attempts to save the colonial
order by seeking new allies with influence and witk a
mass-base, by cheating the colonial people with fake
freedom and independence.

In China, American imperialism openly finances
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the murderous campaign of Chiang Kai-shek—and yet,
aware of the fact that the Kuomintang was discredited,
makes an attempt to draw other parties into the fight
against the Communists. But it places its main reli-
:ltnce on the Kuomintang and the armed help given to

In lndonesi_a, it sought to capitalise the vacillations
of the bourgeoisie to temporise, defeat and betray the

armed struggle of the le.
On the continent oﬁglm the imperialists first

rely on the right-wing Social Democrats and then on
other parties of the Right to achieve their objective.
Evervwhere their sirategic aim is to secure a mass
base for their offensive against revolution.

Fiasco oF IatperiaLisT PolLlcy

The essence of recent international developments,
however, is the growing frustration of imperialist de-
signs, the growing isolation of Anglo-American impe-
rialism and its henchmen in country after country, both
in Europe and Asia.

_ The Conference of the Nine European Communist
Parties in Poland in September 1947 and its decision to
establish an Information Bureau for exchange of infor-
mation and coordination of activities based on mutual
agreement, marked a historic turning point in the
development of the struggle between the democratic
camp and the imperialist camp.

e militant call of the Conference to unite to re-
sist the expansionist policy of American imperialism
and its agents in every country and its drive to war,
has led to a new upsurge of the democratic masses
throughout the world who have increasingly gone over
to the offensive against the Anglo-American imperial-
ists and their local allies.

The firm refusal of the Central and Eastern Euro-
an People's Democracies to support the Marshall
lan has deg:&'; henvydblor to Ameritiain economic

expansion. quent developments in Hungary and
Czechoslovakia, as well as in ’;’lumnin and Bulgaria,
signify the utter isolation of reaction in these coun-
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tries. The fact that the toiling masses ranged behind the
Socialist and peasant parties in these countries have
firmly expelled traitorous elements and adhered to the
democratic bloes, and thus defeated the American cons-

iracy to foment civil war in these countries, under-
ines the tremendous isolation of the forces of impe-
rialism and reaction, and the enormous strength of the
democratic and popular forces.

In Greece, the heroic Democratic Army, com-
manded by General Markos, has liberated seven-tenths
of Greek territory, while all American imperialism's
MMME to crush it have been fought back deter-

i ; at the same time, America's agents, the Greek
Fascists, are thoroughly isolated from the toiling peo-
ple and face a growing opposition even in the territory
they yet control, as reflected in numerous strikes and
demonstrations,

The heroic struggle of the French working eclass
in defence of the working-class interests and the sove-
reignty of French people has given another big blow
to American plan of imperialist expansion.

So also in Ilaly, the growing strength of the Peo-
ple’s: Democratic Front, based on Communist-Socialist
.unity, evidenced in the successful mass struggles
waged by different sections of the workers and agricul-
tural labourers, reflect the increasing people’s opposi-
tion to the American conspiracy to turn Italy with the
aid of de Gasperi and local reaction into its Mediter-
ranean colony.

A similar process is revealed in the growing disin-
tegration of the mass following of the Kuomintang in
China, the mounting workers', students’ and people's
upsurge against U.S.-Kuomintang dictatorship, con-
trasted with the ever-larger rally of the exploited
masses around the banner of the Chinese Communist
Party, inflicting on the Kuomintang militarists one de-
feat after another.

Despite the serious diversion created by the Arab-
Jewish conflict in Palestine, the revolutionary anti-
British demonstrations by the students and workers of
Cairo, the successful students’ and people’s revolt in
Iraq which led to the downfall of the puppet Govern-
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ment and the rescinding of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of
slavery, the persistence of revolutionary discontent in
Iran, necessitating martial law in Azerbaijan—all go
to underline the immense revolutionary possibilities of
the situation in the Middle East.

Therefore the chief danger before the working
class today is to underestimate its own strength, the
strength of the anti-imperialist camp of democracy and
Socialism, and to overestimate the strength of the
enemy camp, the camp of imperialism and reaction
and its puppets and mﬁaborators in each country.

The developments show that the people’s revolu-
tionary forces of the world are stronger imperia-
list reaction and that reaction thrives only to the extent
it can disrupt and blackmail the democratic camp with
the help of the right-wing Social Democratic leaders.

Frustrated in its attempts to solve the erisis of
capitalism by means of peaceful expansion of its
“sphere” of influence, alarmed by the growing threat
of workers' counter-offensive all over the world and
menaced by the imminence of a new crisis of over-
production which is inevitable, American imperialism
igl making hectic prepall'?tion]s for ti-n';ei}#y woh:;l wair. iul
these preparations will only in the capitalist
crisis End meet with increasing resistance from the
toiling people all over the world, rousing them to fight
all the more against war and imperialist domination.



II. CHANGES IN INDIA DURING WORLD WAR II
AND ECONOMIC BASIS OF COLLABORATIONIST
POLICY OF BOURGEOISIE '

| N India, the British imperialists saw the menacing
tide of revolution, irrepressible and advancing, and
realised that the days of the old order were over. The
old colonial rule in which British imperialism was the
avowed master and was supported by a feudal retinue,
bureaucrats, landlords, etc., was an order based on per-
E.;tuntiop_ of feudalism and opposition to the
urgeoisie.

It was an order which could be maintained only
by the most naked use of force—for neither imperialism
nor the Princes had any social base, while the order
oppressed the entire people alike.

It was an order which was maintained by repres-
sing the people and keeping the bourgeoisie away from

tate power as well as by obstructi i
ey v ucting its economic

Imperialism could rule in this way only so long
as the movement for national i
risen Tlt‘o !}uge dimensions. mCTO. A

e imperialist policy of obstructing

development threw the bourgeoisie into ncapita&:f
into the people’s camp, and made it oscillate between
revolution and imperialism. The bourgeoisie, though
drawn by self-interest to join the anti-im i
movement, always acted as a brake on the militancy of

the movement and repeatedly compromised -
pense of the people, o

The post-war situation saw the national revolu-
tionary discontent reaching the level of armed strug;lzllle
in India. The national bourgeoisie, though it lost the
gamble of a “swift and short struggle” in 1942—which
relied for its success on Fascist advance—had neverthe-
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less increased its strength and influence over the people
enormously, because the people looked upon the 1942
struggle as an anti-imperialist struggle and the national
bourgeois leadership as its leader. The exploitation of
the anti-imperialist discontent in 1942 now paid its
dividend. The national bourgeois leadership could now
head and unite the discontent if it so wished. Impe-
rialism realised that that would sound the death-knell
of its rule,

The way to bar the revolution, to save the old
order, was to purchase the very leaders who were at
the head of the national movement and thus broaden
the social base of the Government, split the revolu-
tionary forces and strike at them.

Menaced by the revolutionary wave, and finding
the bourgecisie also frightened by it and therefore ag-
reeable to compromise, imperialism struck a deal with
the bourgeoisie and proclaimed it as independence and
freedom. Imperialism was basing itself on a new class
—1the national bourgeoisie, whose leaders had placed
themselves at the head of the national movement and
who were immensely useful in beating down the revo-
lutionary wave.

The objective was the same as in Europe. It was
to forge new economic chains to enslave the country
and while formally transferring power to the bour-
geoisie, keep it as a permanent junior partner in ope-
rating the State, The object was to install a reaction-
ary Government of vested interests in power, which
while protecting the imperialist order, would screen
imperialist designs.

This imperialist way out of the crisis is the way
of continued subjection, of national enslavement, of
retaining the colonial order, its poverty and ruin, of
hampering industrial development and keeping the
feudal framework intact.

It is once more an attempt to throw all the burdens
of the crisis on to the backs of the people and intensify
their poverty and exploitation many times. It is the
way of sup?rcssing the democracy of the toilers, the
rights and liberties of the people and .preparing the
way for colonial fascisation. In short, imperialism is
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ursuing the same objects as it pursues through the
arshall Plan in Europe,

Basis or REVOLUTIONARY WAVE

The basis for the post-war revolutionary wave and the
collaboration between British imperialism and the na-
tional bourgeoisie was laid during the course of the
war itsell when the process of colonial exploitation
reached its extreme limit. The colonial exploitation
during the war made the Indian people extremely des-
perate and ready to do anything to liquidate the pre-
sent order.

India’s economy based on the maintenance of feu-
dal relations on land, landlordism and feudal domains,
combined with debt slavery as in ryotwari areas, an
economy of scattered petty production, was already
a deficit economy wilh the toiler remaining a starved
worker all the time. The parasitic growth of landlord-
ism, debt slavery, and feudal domains sucked dry the
tiller, and agriculture decayed rapidly.

The total acreage under major foodgrains declined
in the twenty years upto 1942 as follows:

In 1921.22, the area under major foodgrains was
158.6 million acres; in 1941-42, it was 1565 million
acres. The total production of major foodgrains also
declined. In 1921-22, it was 54.3 million tons; in
1941-42, it was 45.7 million tons.

The yield per acre of rice had declined by 254 lbs.,
or 25 per cent, during the 25 years before the war. It
went down from 982 lbs. per acre during 1909-13 to
728 1bs. in 1938-39,

The average yield per acre of wheat declined from
724 Ibs. during 1909-13 to 636 1bs. in 1924-33. (Figures
about acreage and production from Technological Pos-
sibilities of Agriculture in India by W. Burns.)

Out of this falling production, the tiller had to vield
a major part to the landlord.

Already before the war India had to import food
from Burma to make up the deficit. This fact, together
with the policy of inflation which the imperialists were
pursuing to finance the war at the expense of the peo-
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ple, caused complete chaos and led to the death of hun-
dreds of thousands when during the war imports from
Burma stopped.

Feudal relations on land hampered intensive culti-
vation. They destroyed all intiative of the peasants to
grow more food. They made it impossible to utilise
the land fully with modern means and equipment, and
starved the tiller. These relations became a fettor on
the further development of production. They could be
kept up by continually starving the tiller—the price
was famine, hunger all round—a continuous rocess of
pauperisation, expropriation of peasants and coneen-
tration of land in the hands of landlords, rich peasants
or money-lenders. The agrarian revolution, completely
eliminating all feudal exploitation and giving the land
to the tiller, was the only way out.

The war and the economic results created by it
aggravated all these effects ten times, making the pea-
santry a seething mass of anger and discontent,

The British imperialists, in possession of the coun-
try’s resources, decided to finance the war by preda-
tory methods at the expense of the people.

With the shifting of the front to India with Japan's
attack, the imperialists needed goods worth millions
from India, to procure which they resorted to inflation
and paid India’s common man, the producer, the worker
and the peasant, with depreciated money, This meant
not only that the nation as a whole was cheated to
make a gift of 1,600 crores of rupees to Britain (the
amount of Sterling Balances), but that the poorer
classes of India were made to part with this 1,600
crores of rupees.

The l's income, the worker's wages and the
salary of the middle-class employee, all were depre-
ciated to below 50 per cent of the former income—
makin:ﬁ full allowance for the higher prices and dear-
ness allowance given to them. .

. The sections of the peasaniry were looted

from botg sides. They could not get the full benefit

of the rise in prices, they had to hase industrial

goods at still higher prices and also food at extortionate
TS
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prices when they went to the market to buy it towards
the end of the season.

[nflation was an instrument of defrauding the
peasantry from all sides, robbing and looting it, passing
on the burdens of the war crisis to the starving
peasant,

Its result was immense pauperisation of the pea-
sanl]-still more concentration of land in the hands of
the landlords and rich peasants, famine, and three mil-
lion deaths during the Bengal Famine.

With prices of bullocks, iron, plough immensely
risen, India’s poor peasant finds it impossible to carry
on cultivation and ]lioomes a pauperised peasant. In-
flation has further intensi rack-renting, ejection,
illegal demands—-making the life of the peasant un-
bearable.

WORKERS AND THE WAR CRISIS

Imperialism continued its policy of blocking industrial
development in the period of war with the result that
once the war jobs are dispensed with, there will be
lakhs of unemployed from the army, industries, Gov-
ernment services, middle-class clerks and others, with-
out any allernative avenue of employment.

Already nearly a million persons have been thrown
out of Government services. Railways, docks, civil
staff—all are awaiting orders for a gencral retrench-
ment,

_Indian industry in wartime prospered at the ex-
nse of the workers.” No new plants were allowed,
ut the placing of war orders and the extortionate
prices secured from the people enabled the capitalists
hu: keep the factories working for all the twenty-four
ours.

The workers, however, got their real wages re-
duced with a rise in the cost of living. In industries
where the workers were organised and where strikes
took: place, the workers secured some dearness allow-
ance, but in other cases, the compensation was a
Inflation reduced the real value of the rupee earned
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by the worker to six annas or so, and threw the burdens
of war on his shoulders.

This, combined with the deterioration in the qua-
lity of foodstuffs, has lowered the physical capacity of
the workers, leading to their absenteeism and a steep
fall in their standard of living.

The working class has been fighting against this
deterioration for the last seven years.

With the close of the war, the cost of living con-
tinued to rise still further and the condition of the
working class began to deteriorate still more rapidly,
and in the case of a majority of peasants and a consi-
derable proportion of workers and employees it fell
too much, below 50 per cent or even less.

Even according to the official estimates which are
generally gross understatements of reality, the cost-
of-living index for Bombay had  risen m 100 in
August 1939 to 224 in 1945 and 285 in September 1947,

In Ahmedabad, the cost-of-living index rose from
100 in August 1939 to 272 in 1945 and 322 in August
1947.

In Sholapur it rose from 100 in August 1939 to 360
in September 1947.

In Kanpur (onthe same basis of August 1939—100),
it rose to 308 in 1945 and 420 in October 1947,

In Madras, it rose from 100 in August 1939 to 228
in 1945 and 285 in October 1947,

In Trichur (Cochin State) it rose from 100 in
August 1939 to 301 in September 1947.

The all-India food index (wholesale) rose from
100 in August 1939 to 2394 in August 1945 and to 3485
in February 1948 that of cereals standing at 4053 in
February 1948. The worker’s food now costs him nearly
four times as much as before the war.

This attack on workers' wages was bound to un-
leash working-class anger. Imperialism tried to fore-
stall it by introducing the eight-hour day (1947), some
legislation for holidays with pay for certain sections
of :'workers; appointment of the Pay Commission for
Government servants.

But the discontent could not be checked. The
working class, whose standard of life had already de-
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teriorated during the war, who had hardly secured any
compensation against the rising cost of living, began
to fight back.

The all-embracing strike wave is the biggest since
1942. In 1942, the total number of workers affected
was 7,72,000 and the man-days lost were 57,79,000. In
1945, the number of 'workers affected was 7,47,000 and
the man-days lost were 40,54,000. In 1946, the number
of workers affected rose to the unprecedented figure
of 19,61,000, or nearly two million, and the man-days
lost were 1,27,17,000, or over 12 million. In the first
eight months of 1947, the number of workers on strike
was 13,23,253 and the man-days lost were 1,11,95,863.

This huge strike wave clearly shows that the eco-
nomic crisis is rapidly gathering momentum and the
masses have already started a desperate fight against
the impoverishment caused by the crisis.

Conditions in the industrial areas are rapidly lead-
ing to widespread industrial unrest in textiles, rail-

ways, etc., to workers' anger against mass unemploy-

ment and lock-outs, for a struggle for nationalisation
and a living wage, for industrial planning and removal
of industrial anarchy.

The imperialists and the bourgeoisie are intent on
solving the crisis at the ::Pm of the workers, by
means of rationalisation, ucing the wage-bill,
ping all further social legislation and speeding up
the name of national production.

The working class, however, can be satisfied only
with a living wage, nationalisation, limitation of profits,
which means that experience is bringing the working
class to demand the putting into effect of the whole
programme of the democratic revolution. Once more
there are only two ways: the capitalist-imperialist way
or the people’s revolutionary way.

The petty bourgeoisie, the vast mass of it, is
drawn .into the vortex of the crisis as never before.
First, the students fighting and striking for cheaper
education, for the lowering of fees, disclose the discon-
tent in middle-class households over present condi-
tions which are weighted in favour of the rich. The

vast mass of petty-bourgeois earners, clerks, Govern-
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ment servants, secondary and primary school teachers
—all have undergone the worst kind of hell during the
war years. They were the worst victims of the black-
market, they were the last to get any addition to their
salaries by way of dearness allowance, and now with
their patience exhausted, they are resorting to strikes,

The people of the Indian States have also gone
through the %ormrs of food crisis, blackmarketing, ex-
traordinary prices and denial of necessities. The un-
precedented awakening caused by the rapid deteriora-
tion of economic conditions, the fight against which was
often led by the working class, has led the States’ peo-
ple to blaze the new trail for a democratic upsurge in
movements like that of “Quit Kashmir.” The States’
subjects, driven to desperation, have challenged
Princely rule in Travancore and Hyderabad and made
every Prince quake with fear.

e galvanisation of this front against autocracy
shows the all-pervading character of the democratic
upsurge.

No section of the oppressed people can tolerate
the present order. Their movement has a spontaneous
direction—the change of the existing order.

Ecoxomic Basis oF COLLABORATION

But if war conditions made the people desperate, they
made the bourgeoisie look to imperialism for a new

alliance.
First, the war, though it fleeced the poor—the

working class, the toiling peasantry, etc._—immensely
ei:'ﬁchc% the Indian bourgeoisie, placing in its hands
an enormous amount of liquid capital.

Industrial profits rose to giddy heights. The Eco-
nomic Adviser to the Government of India gave the

following figures:
GeNEraL INpEx of INDUSTRIAL PROFITS

(Base 1928—100) 224
1939 -
1940 .. 990
1941 . 1354
1942 . 1694

be
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InpEX oF INDUSTRIAL PROFITS (Textiles)
(Base 1928—100)

1939 ... 15486
1940 .. 2201
1941 . 4891
1942 .. 160.7
(From Recent Social end Economic Trends in India,

1946.)

The huge Government orders, which enabled the
factories to run twenty-four hours and ensured a steady
market for the goods, the scarcity of commodities for
civilian consumption because of Government demand
which enabled the capitalists to charge inconceivable
prices besides allowing them to make huge blackmarket
profits, made the Indian bourgeoisie a willing partner
in the common loot and placed an enormous amount
of liquid capital in its hands. Never had “Indian” in-
dustry seen such prosperous days; never was the mar-
ket so attractive; never did profits pour down in mil-
lions like this.

Notwithstanding the Excess Profits Tax and other
measures, the Indian capitalist ¢lass gained enormously
in the war. In fact, through inflation and high prices,
the Government made an unwritten pact with the
Indian bourgeoisie to make sure of a steady supply of
goodsl in return for huge profits through looting the
peop

e.

The Indian bourgeoisie was not willing to subs-
cribe to Government loans. Its leadership—the leader-
ship of the National Congress—was bringing pressure
on the Government through the “August struggle.” It,
therefore, could not be drawn into an easy economie
cooperation in supplying the economic needs of the
Government. In fact, in the 1942 struggle two of the
biggest industries — Jamshedpur and Ahmedabad—
orga?ised lock-outs to bring pressure on the Govern-
ment.

_ Only a huge bribe could quieten them for the time
being—the mechanism of prices, of inflation, of conti-
nually rising profits. Even though the industrialists
were suppmec] to 'deliver part of their production at
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controlled prices to the Government, they could charge
anything from the civilian population in the blackmar-
ket and thus reap huge profits. That is why the Goven-
ment did not attack the capitalists for their black-
market transactions; that is why it appointed them on
the Textile and other Boards and allowed them to sabo-
tage such schemes as that of Standard Cloth.

The rise of prices in the open market as well as in
the blackmarket is the measure of the loot which the
capitalists were able 1o garner in the war period
through the imperialist mechanism of robbing the
people through inflation and depreciation of their
labour,

The growing accumulation of liguid capital in the
hands of industrialists, merchants and traders has
solved one of the big problems of the national bour-
geoisie—the availability of liquid capital in a poor
country, Capital is no longer shy.

This accumulation has made the Indian bourgeoisie
—Big Business—ambitious and 1o look in all directions
for investment. The Tata-Birla Plan, propounded by
India's money-bags, was an advertisement to the world
that Indian capitalists were prepared to invest in a big
way and to invite big capital for high stakes. It was
the measure of the Indian capitalists’” ambition born
out of a new confidence created by looted and accu-
mulated cash. .

At the same time the capitalists are shrewd enough
to understand their own dependence on British and
American capital.

British imperialism has successfully denuded In-
dian industry of all replacement machinery; it has pre-
vented the import of any new machinery to start new
industries. Through the Eastern Group Commission

‘and the refusal to implement even the Grady Report,

it kept Indian industry on a breakdown level during
the war,

Renewal and replacement alone will require
machinery worth crores of rupees, apart from that
required to satisfy the grand ambitions of Indian Big
Business. America and Britain possess the monopoly
of capital goods.
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Notwithstanding the growth' of liguid capital and
ambitions, Indian Big Business is hemmed in from all
sides by its backwardness, colonial limitations and de-
pendence on Britain—factors which the’ latter is fully
exploiting.

Indian Big Business was counting on India’s Ster-
ling Balances amounting to Rs. 1,600 crores for large-
scale import of capital goods without any difficulty
about securing foreign exchange. The bourgeoisie
thought that it could successinlly negotiate a deal over
this vast sum and secure capital goods at the earliest
opportunity.

But the British and American imperialists have
joined hands to repudiate the major part of these

terling debts and forced India to agree to it for the
sake of paltry concessions or the release of a very small
part of it.

The British, of course, never intend to pay back
the Sterling Balances but only hold out the bait of re-
leasing part of them as a weapon to secure new econo-
mic bargaing,
|1 America also wants that India should not be paid
back the major part of these balances so that she
does ‘not get capital goods to any -appreciable extent
and her bourgeoisie is .made dependent on American
or, British; mercies.

The terms of the Anglo-American Loan Agreement
‘of December 6, 1945, entered into between the Govern-
‘ment of the United States and the United Kingdom,
lay down in clause 10:

.+ “The setttlements with the Sterling area coun-
tries will be on the basis of dividing these accu-
. mulated balances into three categories: (1) balan-
ces to be released at once and convertible into any
_currency for current transaction; (2) balances to
be similarly released by instalments over a period
of yvears beginning in 1951; and (3) balances to be
adjusted as a contribution to the settlement of war
.and post-war indebtedness-and in recognition of
the benefits which the countries concerned might
be expected to gain from such a settlement.”
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The sub-clause (3) is an open pro?ma] to liquidate
a substantial part of the balances with the bait that
benefits might follow from such a settlement.

Thus the British and American imperialists are
using the very debt which Britain owes to India to
beat India down, to force India to scale it down in re-
turn for some benefits in the shape of capital goods, or
in the alternative, to stick to her debt and forego any
benefits. Immediately, that is, till India has not made
a final settlement, they are not releasing any part of
the balances for importing capital goods, though a part
is released to import food at extortionate prices.

In order that India should be able to pay for the
import of capital goods, when they are not paid out of
the balances, India must export her own products to
other countries and earn sufficient dollar or sterling.
In the absence of a foreign loan, or utilisation of the
Sterling Balances, India has no other way of import-
ing capital goods except what she earns through her
exports.

The sum earned by India through exports is too

little to finance the requirements of Big Business and
it is thus brought to face the bitter truth that for its
very existence it is dependent on America or Britain.
It will have to wait for yvears if it were to d on
mere exports for financing its need of capital goods.
In fact, it will not be able to replace old machinery for
years this way.
_ The refusal to pay back the balances, the insistence
on financing imports of capital goods through foreign
exchange earned in exports, are devices of imperialism
to strengthen the economic dependence of India on the
Eritish and American imperialists and force the Indian
bourgeoisie down to servile economic agreements.

They are also instruments of drawing the Indian
bourgeoisie into the Anglo-American economic net,
baiting it by the offer of larger export markets in
Anglo-American colonies.

The repeated entreaties for releasing at least a
part of the Sterling Balances show the dependence of
the Indian bourgeoisic on im; mercies.

The Indian bourgeoisie itself is already in need of

Te
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foreign markets in view of the falling Indian market
due to the economic crisis. It knows that unless some
outlet is given Indian industry might 'collapse in a big
way.

But this dependence on foreign markets is nothing
but dependence on the colonies and semi-colonies of
Britain or America, which enables the latter to force
down any conditions before access to these markets
is given. The foreign exchange earned through this
trade will constitute a mere trifle in relation to
India’s capital requirements and will constantly goad
Indian Big Business to shed all the formal trappings
of independence and come as a beggar for alms and
completely depend on imperialism.

ndian Big Business itself, in its ambition, is look-
ing to widespread foreign markets—to the entire South
East Asia—and looking upon itself as the inheritor of
the mantle thrown off by Japan. The Indian bour-
geoisie realises that its plan of expansion cannot be
realised without foreign markets, and members of the
Union Government are already talking about ex
1o South East Asiatic countries. The desire to exploit
the peoples of South East Asia with the help of
imperialists is one of the most powerful factors in bour-
gecis politics. The need for foreign markets is the
logical conclusion of a desire to develop industries on
a capitalist basis with the colonial order kept intact.

Both for its immediate needs—replacement, imme-
diate exports to avoid collapse of industry—and its big

lans of expansion of industry, import of capital goods,
gnding of new markets, release of Sterling Balances,
the national bourgeoisie needs collaboration with im
rialism, as without imperialism it will not even be able
to run its industry regularly, nor expand it.

The businessmen know that these are the crucial
vears when either industry expands, new markets are
captured before the other nations suffering from war
devastation come out as competitors, or they go bank-
rupt. That is why they need collaboration very badly.
~ This desire for collaboration, therefore, takes the
shape of retaining the colonial order and willingly invi-
ting foreign capital for joint concerns. They agree to
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make wide and sweeping concessions to foreign capital
in return for securing access to other colonial markets.

The secret of the joint concerns, planned by Indian
big businessmen but not yet executed, is this. The
Indian capitalists finding no other way of getting capital
goods are prepared to accept the most extortionate
terms from the monopolists of these goods.

. The full meaning of this collaboration is seen in
the terms demanded by imperialism and accepted by
the Indian bourgeoisie.

Foreign capital through the Havana Trade Pact is
demanding full equality, full compensation in case the
State takes over any concern; that no measures of na-
tionalisation be carried through, a demand which the
Indian Government, itself opposed to nationalisation,
has found easy to satisfy through its recent statement
of policy when it says that there will be no nationali-
sation for five years; it demands that no discrimina-
tion be made between home and foreign capital; that
tariff walls be not raised against foreign capital with-
out previous consultation; and that full murilg be
offered to it, meaning security against labour and State
intervention. -

These terms, accepted by the Indian bourgeoisie,
were openly put in the several speeches of the arrogant
American Ambassador 'to India, Dr. Grady. Speaking
in April 1947 in New York, Dr. Grady demanded a
fundamental reorganisation of India's taxation struc-
ture to suit the needs of the American imperialists
for unhampered exploitation of India.

“He was of the opinion that the obstacles to
maximum economic cooperation such as the pre-
sent complicated tax structure that hampered the
conduct of manufacturing operations in India by
foreign companies could be removed by treaties or
agreements”—in short, the State should not en-
croach through taxation on the profits of the
foreign concerns.

" Demanding a war on protective tariffs, etc., in the
name of world recovery and American assistance and
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thy, Dr. Grady stated (Calcutta, October 28,
19-!7; :

“Until there is truly one-world trading system
with bilateralism, preferences and all other forms
of exclusive trade advantage eliminated or at least
in the process of progressive reduction, world pros-
perity will be shackled....” - )

Speaking in November 1947 in Calcutta, Dr. Grady
said ;

“that he was not in a position to state what atti-
tude the Export and Import Bank would take for
advancing loans to India if the Government of
. dia decided to go ahead with wholesale plans. of
nationalisation, But if a middle course between pri-
vate enterprise and State institutions was followed
then he bgfie\red there would not be much difficulty
«++."—thus openly coming out against any genuine
nationalisation,,
~ To these insolent demands the reply of the Indian
Union Government has been one of meck acceptance
with only verbal modifications here and there.
Speaking to the Associated Chambers of Commerce
in Calcutta on December 1947, Pandit Nehru said:

“We cannot have any ial privilege for any
foreign interest in India. s%e-ml;‘is aeﬁrge ﬂelg
especially for the next few years and we want co-
operation with other countries during the process
of India’s development, and I think British and
other foreign interests that exist in India will and
should have this large field open to them.”

This open welcome to foreign'interests seeking to
dominate India, though verbally qualified by a decla-
ration of no special privileges, shows how the Govern-
ment is besging for foreign help.

In Kn ce it accepts one'gy
which the foreign capitalists want.

At the Industries Conference, which met in Jan.
1948 in New Delhi, the Government, gave a secret un.
derstanding to the Indian capitalists that there would,

one all the terms
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be no nationalisation for at least five years to come,
thus a ting the demand of Dr. Grady. The resolu-
tion which the Conference passed on foreign capital
kept quiet on all the insolent demands made, and con-
tented itself by saying that the conditions under which
foreign capital is invested in India should be regulated
by national interests, and private deals between Indian
and foreign capitalists should have the formal approval
of the Government.

What results from this is not industrial revolution,
not the freeing of agrarian economy from feudal bon-
dage, but the establishment of a few industrial con-
cerns as give some outlet to the accumulated capital
without endangering the interests of Anglo-American
imperialism; the establishment of such concerns as fits
in with the Anglo-American scheme of exploiting the
world and drawing India into its war plans.

If this is'welcomed by the bourgeoisie it only re-
veals the narrow and anti-national character of its in-
tentions. But for the mass of the people it only means
continuation of feudal exploitation, low wages, no in-
dustrial revolution, but continued poverty, unemploy-
ment, crisis and famine—the price of tying India to the
capitalist order, of collaboration and joint exploitation.
That is where the Indian bourgeoisie, and the national
leadership which represents it, are taking India—to
economic dependence on Anglo-America, subservicnce
to them and to growing poverty for the people.

The collaboration thus represents an economic and
political alliance against the democratic revolution
through which alone the people can liberate them-
selves from the voke of the colonial order, of landlord-
ism, of the Princes and of foreign and home capitalists.
It is directed against the agrarian revolution, against
the nationalisation of industries, a living wage and plan-
ning, and against the widespread industrial expansion
which can only be realised on the basis of nationalisa-
tion. Tt is calculated to guard the present order with
the bourgeoisie playing the role of a junior partner to
imperialism.
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IMPERIALIEM - NEEDS - COLLABORATION

The need for collaboration arises from the other side
also. Otherwise it might be asked: if the bourgeoisie
is so0 dependent, why do the imperialists not continue
in the old way, why is even junior partnership given?’

First, the war has meant a certain change in the
economic relationship between India and Britain. The
repatriation of the Sterling debt has meant that Bri-
tain's capacity to drain goeds without payment, and
thereby automatically have a lien over India’s e
of raw materials, has declined, which also affects her
capacily to export goods to India. . Britain, therefore,
stands badly in need of new investments in India
which will restore the old balance of payments and
automatically influence the direction of Indian trade
towards her. It is, therefore, in her imperialist interests
that she should get access to new investments, taking
care that they do not conflict with the basic interests
at home. . .

Secondly, Britain is afraid that if she were not to
placate the Indian bourgeoisie, America might enter
into a deal with it. The Indian bourgeoisie, helped by
America, might become a second rival, and, therefore,
concessions must be made and collaboration has to be
achieved.

. Thirdly, as an opponent, Indian capital has become
a powerful adversary. It is not the old weakling that
it was. It has the powerful backing of the national
movement which it can exploit against any plan for
pure British concerns and a total refusal to make con-
cessions, It has made it impossible to open purely Bri-
tish concerns and concentrate State g:tromge on them,
and thus is in a position to obstruct British investments
or- plans of exploitation.

And politically, the situation is such that pure Bri-
tish concerns like a pure imperialist State cannot run
unless. the bourgeoisie is won over. “Law and order”
cannot be maintained, . strikes cannot be su

and British lives cannot be protected without the ai:f

of the national leadership which represents the bour-
geoisie and controls the people,
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Therefore, both political and economic bargains

me necessary to protect the old order.

e so-called “transfer of power” was one of the
biggest pieces of political and economic appeasement
of the bourgeoisie—which was necessary to strike a
deal. This power, putting ithe bourgeoisie in control
over the manpower and resources of a vast territory,
though as a junior partner, was the dream of the bour-
geoisie'and it has realised it.

From the standpoint of the revolution all that it
means ‘is that henceforth the bourgecisie will guard
the colonial order.

Along with this are being negotiated “treaties as
between the eguals” for trade, industry, commerce—
treaties with the condition mentioned before—treaties
which enslave India but enable the bourgeoisie to be-
i.'ome'a junior partner in the joint exploitation of
ndia.

The concession about exports, about capital goods,
ete., however petty they may seem in relation to the

‘needs of the masses, are real in relation to the selfish

and petty needs of the colonial bourgeoisie, sufficient
for collaboration and betrayal.

This is the economic and political basis of colla-
boration between imperialism and the national bour-
geoisie,



III. POST-WAR REVOLUTIONARY UPSURGE AND
NEW POLICIES OF IMPERIALISM AND INDIAN
BOURGEOISIE — NEW CLASS ALIGNMENT

T HE deep economie crisis and the intensified im-
perialist exploitation of the war years, which
have brought unbearable suffering and starvation to
the broad masses of the toiling and common .
and sharpened their political consciousness and mili-
tancy, continued to operate as a mighty force in the
post-war vears behind the rising revelutionary fight of
e Desp the itary pl sh th
ite secret mil ans to cru the
struggle which British imperialist statesmen hatched
behind the curtain, while they melir:ly talked of a
peaceful transfer of power and of quitting India;
despite their backstair intrigues to pitch the Congress
m‘uf League against each other and provoke a fratrici-
dal war; despite the compromising, disruptive and
anti-struggle policies pursued by the Congress and
League leaderships; the tempo, the sweep and the
militancy of the struggles of the workers and emplo-
vees in the cities, of the peasants and tenant-serfs in
the countryside, of the common people in the feudal
autocratic States went on rising steadily in 1945-46.
The sweep of the struggle swept even into the
armed forces leading to mutinies and rebellions, strikes
and hartals in the imperial armies. Gandhi's non-
violent India, guarded by the bourgeoisie for more
than a quarter century against any militant action, now
suddenly resorted to arms. The development of the
struggles into armed clashes signified a new stage of
the revolutionary struggle—the final phase when the
toiling masses and the common people rise in defiance
of imperialism and the victory. of the democratic revo-
lution becomes imminent.
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The second characteristic feature of the situation
was the great role played by the working class in these
struggles—economic and political. The strikes of the
working class became the great cohesive and central-
ising force when the bourgeoisie was abjuring strug-
gle and the National Congress was withdrawing from
it. In fact, many of the glorious struggles took place in
the teeth of opposition from national leaders.

The developing strikes for economic demands and
the mass participation of the working class in the poli-
tical protest strikes were leading the entire struggle in
the direction of an all-India general strike, supported
by the armed forces and Government servants.

India has never seen such a sweep; never seen the
armed forces co]lngsing so easily before popular pres-
sure; never scen the working class fighting with such
abandon and courage.

It was the eve of the total collapse of imperialism.

The heroic fighting spirit of the striking workers
was shown in the ease with which the workers res-
ponded to the call for protest strikes on every national
and anti-imperialist issue. It was seen in the rapid
spread of strike enthusiasm to other employees, to bank
clerks, peons, primary teachers and to Government
servants.

A similar movement started in the armed forces.
In 1945 when it was known that tens of thousands of
the captured patriotic INA men were being maltreated
in several concentration camps, and when the victory-
mad imperialists launched a treason trial against the
INA leaders, the whole country rose in flaming indig-
nation and demanded their unconditional release.

In November 1945 the students and the workers
of Calcutta became the spearhead of big protest hartals
and strike demonstrations. They marched under the
joint flags of the Congress, the League and the Com-
munist Party and were fired u y the police and
the military. It was then that the first martyrs of the
post-war period fell.

In January 1946 the British Commander-in-Chief
had to bow down before the popular storm and release
the INA prisoners.

T



3l POLITICAL THESIS OF C.P.I.

Hard on the heels of the release of the INA demon-
 strations, and powerfully influenced by them, came the
discontent in the ranks of the Royal Indian Navy and
the Royal Indian Air Force,

The naval ratings struck work and went on hunger
strike for their demands in the ships and shore-estab-
lishments. They demonstrated for their demands in the
city, demanded the release of INA men and the with-
drawal of the Indian troops from Indonesia. They ran
up the Congress, League and Red Flags on their ships.

The naval officers, bewildered and panic-stricken
by the new revolutionary spirit in the navy, sought
to supress them by arrests and bullets. Then it was
that these navy men seized their ships and fired back.
By their heroic, though short-lived, resistance the navy
men of Bombay and Karachi heralded the beginning
of a new period of revolutionary upheaval. Their
revolutionary spirit and united action sent a thrill
through the ranks of all branches of the Indian armed
forces.

Men of the RIAF struck in several places in fra-
ternal solidarity with the RIN. The Indian troops,
wherever they were called out against the revolting
men, refused 1o fire.

The Indian working class, led by the Communist
Party, instinctively saw in the naval rising a historic
turning point in our freedom struggle and supported
it by total protest strikes and hartals in Bombay, Cal-
cutta, Trichinopoly, Madras and Madura.

The lotal strike and hartal in Bombay on February
22, 1946, which came as an instantaneous counter-chal-
lenge to Admiral Godfrey's insolent threat to destroy
the revolting navy and despite the opposition of Sjt.
Vallabhbhai Patel and the Congress leadership, struck
panic into the hearts of the imperialists. They called
out White troops with and armoured cars to

read terror and murder in the streets. Over 200
citizens fell victims to their bullets in two days.

 The naval rising and the great solidarity action
staged by the advanced guard of the Indian working
class in its support were not isolated incidents. They
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were a flaming signal which announced to the world
that a volcanic discontent, an anti-imperialist urge, was
smouldering in the minds of the Indian people and
their armed forces, ready to be united and harnessed
for the final annihilation of the rotten structure of the
imperialist-feudal rule.

One has only to recapitulate the striking events
and mass actions of the first six months of 1946 to be
convinced of the truth of this.

Within a week of the RIN strike, more than 300
military sepoys stationed at Jubbulpore struck work
and paraded throughout the streets with all the three
flags, Congress, League and Red (March 4).

On March 8, the workers and citizens of Delhi
observed a protest strike and hartal against the victory
!cielehratium, The Town Hall was attacked and set on

re.

On March 18, the Gurkha soldiers of Dehra Dun
revolted in protest against insulting remarks by officers.

Delhi policemen went on hunger strike for wage
increase and the military was to arrest them.

Policemen of Allahabad went on hunger strike in
protest against ration cut (March 19).

Ten thousand Bihar policemen went on strike on
April 3.

Side by side with this beginning of insurrectionary
atmosphere in the armed forces and the police, a tre-
n;cnduus strike wave was rising among the working
class.

This terrific pace of events in the rest of India was
producing the first repercussions among the peoples of
the feudal autocratic States,

The people of Kashmir launched in May 1946 a
movement for the end of autocracy of the Dogra House
and for the immediate introduction of a democratic Con-
stitution. The Ruler promptly arrested Sheikh Abdulla
and unleashed a reign of terror against the Kashmiri
people, who, however, struck back and performed
marvels of heroic resistance.

It was clear that a new round of States' le's
struggles, this time for the final abolition of Princely
autocracy, was being heralded by the fighting people






