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69. The question as to ·how to relate the workers' T.U. strug
gles with those of the Kisans depends on the area and industry 
and the state of organisational and ideological preparedness of 
both the workers and the peasants concerned. While we should 
bear in mind the necessity for this and also the other points 
mentioned in the previous report, we need not elaborate on the 
question further in this report. 

It must be remembered that no amount of detailed instructions 
can ever take the place of mass experience and the ability and 
skill to use it in building T. U. and defending the demands of the 
working-class. 
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APPENDIX 

ON DEFENCE OF CASES 

The repression launched by the government against the 
militant trade unionists and kisan workers raised the problem 
-0f defence of those who were implicated in cases. 

The most notable were the cases of the Telangana comrades 
who were accused of murder, dacoity, arson etc. Many were 
sentenced to death but some of the sentences were comnllltl'cl, 

Besides Telangana there were cases ull through th1· 1·01111l ry. 
A Defonce Committee for Tclangunn had beun fonn(•rl 11nd1•r 

the auspices of the AITUC und it hud collcctud :,iomu funds for 
<lefence. 

At the end of 1950, this Committee was left devoid of funds 
,and collections in the country had practically fallen off. At this 
juncture, we appealed to the W.F.T.U. for aid and as most of 
the accused were workers and peasants the WFTU rendered help. 
It enabled us to invite Mr. D. N. Pritt to argue some cases before 
the Supreme Court. Mr. Pritt's assistance was a great help in 
-organising defence. 

The other cases also demanded serious attention. In the 
Tamilnad especially, hundreds of workers, peasants and middle
class intellectuals standing by them, had been implicated by the 
police in conspiracy cases. There were the Madura and Ramnad 
cases, Salem cases, Trichi Conspiracy case, Edapally case and 
so 011. 

1In Maharashtra there were cases in Ahmednagar and Thana. 
In U. P. there was the Ilallia Case. 
In East Bengal cases instituted before partition required our 

-attention. There was the Kakdwip case and the Manipur case.
Besides these, occasional cases arose from strike struggles as 

the case of Allen Berry Company and the case of Gwalior, where 
two persons were sentenced to death. 

In these cases, the democratic-minded lawyers rendered great 
'help. Many who engaged in the defence themselves were arrested 
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