A CALL TO ACTION |

BEING THE
Resolutions, theses and Report presented
to the Thlrd Annual Conference
of the Workers’ and Peasants’

Party of Bengal,

DBIHATPARA, MARCII-192S.

WORKERS’ AND PEASANTS’ PARTY OF BENGAL

2-1, European Asylum Lane. Calcutta,

1928.

ANXAS 8.



A CALL TO ACTION

BEING THE
RESOLUTIO&S, THESES AﬁD REPORT PRESENTED TO
THE THIRD ANNUAL €CONFERENCE O{F THE
WORKERS’ AND PEASANTS” PARTY

OF BENGAD

BHATPARA, MARCH, 1926.

WORKERS’ AND PEASANTS’ PARTY OF BENGAL
2-1, European Asylum Lare, Calcutla,

1928.

_Printed at Sri Géuranga ‘Press; 7f/I‘,Mim;le é’ﬂ?éé‘ﬁ',‘ Gifetta
and published for the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party of Bengal,
2/1, European Asylumr Lane, Calcutta by Muzarfar AHEMAD,




PREFACE.

‘This report is published by the Executive Committee, in the
hofn that it will prove valuable to some of these many who are
striving towards & more practical and more effective political
policy than his hitherto been offered to us. Although far more
study is requlred, partxcularly of the question of the. peasantry, the
resolutions* here given represent, in the opinion of the committee,
a reat attém‘pt to found a political policy upon a thorough examina-
tion of the situation with which the policy has to deal. We do not
attempt to ¢onéeal our sentiment in favour of national independence,
and in favour of the poverty-stricken masses, but the study of the
whole posxtlon has been carried out, so far as possible, in an
ob]echve manner, and the conclus.ons drawn therefore deserve

moré attention than any based on mere fentiment or on concealed
class interdst.

Much of what is contained i in the reso]utxons' ‘may appear to
be trite, But it is thowght worthy of repetmon, as the guiding thread
throug’hou’t is the unfamfllar one of class mterests and class struggle
as the chiet determmants of pohﬁca] events. But in additien to
the anhlysxs of the Situation and the present ‘and future lines of
deve]opment, wé want to draw attention to the lead given for the
imtédiate future by the resoluuons The general pohcy is the
de velopment 6f mass movement, bzsed on the economic and socml
needs of the masses, for which a suggested programme is given in
the appendxx ‘The chief battle cry put ‘forward for the immediate
future is that of a Constituent Assembl 7.

We conteiid that the call for a Constituent Assembly is the
only practically useful lead which has been given since the Hartal
on the arrival of the Commission was decided upon. The country
is ready for this measure. The Commission and the Hartal have
aroused the feeling of the public as it hus not beenaroused for years.
It would be criminal to waste this opportunity, as we fear it is
being wasted. The feeling of the pubhc can be gwen expressmn
to by & really-popular Constituent Assembly The immense power
of the'thasses, their vaguely felt grievance and protest against the
preserit system, can be concentrated and clarified by this means.
If the mass campaign for-complete independence whlch MY, Srinivasa
Iyengar and others propsse, is devoted, not to mere emdtxonahsm,
but to'the practical work of rdusing and orgamsmg thé masses in
preparation for a Constituent Assembly and a real $truggle for their

wants,'then India will have'taken a' really valuable step towards
freedom.

* The five main’ resolutions were originally drafted by a joint Committe= of the Workers' and

Peasants’ Parties of Bangal'and Bombay. All except that on the Peasantry have since been substan-
tially altered



Finally we wish to emphasise a point which causes some
misunderstanding, though it is dealt with clearly inseveral passages
of the Report and Resolutions, namely, our relations with the
Congress and the bourgeois 'nationalist. For our criticism of the
Congress and our support of the workers and peasants against the
capitalists and landlords, we are accused of being anti-nationalist
and of splitting the national forces. As is shown in the general
resolution, we are not respoasible for this split; we merely recog-
nise the fact that it has occurred, and that it has a profound bearing
upon the national movement. The split has been going on for
many years. It took a decisive turn six years ago at Bardoli. Since

"then even that section of the Indian capitalist class which is

associated with the Congress is tn the main opposed to national
independence. We conclude that the capitalist as a class are no
longer capable of acting as the leaders of the'national struggle for
freedom,and that their interestsund demands are no longer adequate
to represent the whole nation. But the leaders of the Congress
are still in the main class-conscious adherents of the capitalist class,
We have therefore to oppose and expose their policy, with the
object of removing them from their position of Congress leaders.
But at the same time we build up our own organisation. The
masses cannot wait until the Congress changes its policy and
personnel so as to take up sincerely the work of organising and
leading them. Nevertheless we are always willing to work with
the Congress, even while criticising its leaders, for the attainment
of common objects.

We}. propose to conduct in our organ- “Ganavani” a dis-
cussion or the policy laid down in this volume. We invite contri-
butions and ({Hthlsm from those who are interested.

Executiue Committee.
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A CALL TO ACTION
WORKERS AND PEARANTS' PARTY OF BENGAL.
h THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

The Conference took place on Saturday March 31st and
Sunday April 1st at Bhatpaid, ii a pandal erected near their
central office by comrades of the Bengal Jute Workers’ Association
The President, Atal Chandra Gupta M. A, B. L. wa$ in the chair,
and in all- about 80 members attended. mc]udmg representaives
from Dacca and from the Mymensingh Branch. and from the Bengal
Jute Workers* Association, which is affiliated to the Party. . 100 to
156 vistors also attended. Messages were réceived fromi a member
of the Workers® and Peasants’ Party of Bombay, the President and.
Secretary of the Bengal Trade Union F. ederation, and Mr. Atal
Chandra Sen of Dacca, regretting their inability to be present.

On the first day the proteedings. l:egan at 3 p.m. when
Comrade A. Roy ont behalf of fhié Executive Committeé read thé
Report, copies of which in Bengali and Enghsh weré cifciilated.

The President then tade a shoit introductofy speeth i
Bengali, and the resolution on the general politicd? situdtion was
read and seconded. On the second day the général resolutioh
was rendered in Hindi, and the remaining resolutions were moved
and discussed.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

The President gave a short speech i Bengali, in which hé
remarked that the prospects for our work now aré brightet than a
year ago. We have g larger and more active inembership, and the
political situation gives more scope for a militant and energetlc
policy. He warned particularly the “intellectuals” in the Party
against neglecting the fundamental work. of orgamsmg thé workers
and peasants. W hatever dur theory and policy may he, ‘without
that work the Party cannot maintain its existénce.

The circumstances of India render our work petuliarly
difficult. We have to wage an effective fight against both oar own
exploiters and the foreigd Government, and fthese two, though
ustally in allinree, are not tecessarily or always so. We¢ Have to
pursue 4 policy and co;nduct much of onr work in the economic
sphere, but dt the same fime if we keep aloof from politics our
movement will have no value at all. "Many labodr Téaders by doing -
this achieve the favour of the Govenment, and labour ledders
generally are t’hera&re looked upon with suspicion by many. Our



movement, while fighting for economic demands, mugt be a political
one, and for the present our political work must be done to a Iarge
extent in connection with and within the Congress, which we must
aim to capture.

———

GENERAL POLITICAL S!TUAT&ON.

Introduction :—An examination and analysis of the present
sitnation of India, which is necessary for the formaulation of a
correct party policy, requires to take into account many factors.
It is necessary to give a brief description of ‘the world economic-
and political situation in its bearing upon India, the general
situation of Tmperialism and the colonial countries, the British
Empire generally and in particular the position of India within it.
In more detail it will be necessary to discuss the economic strength
and political organisation of the chief forces and groups with India
the British bourgeoisie, the various groups of Indians, Natives
States, land-owning interests, financial, commercial and industrial
bourgeoisie, middle classes, peasants, working class. In the light
of this analysis current political events must be surveyed and Party
policy in different spheres laid down.

The International Position :—(2) Staé:lisation—The period
of the struggle by the capitalist states for stability after the war is
now coming to an end, a new and relatively stable position has
been achieved. At no time has complete freedom from war or
revolution on an important scale been actually reached, but the

- tendency is in this direction, and the conditions are preparing for
a new plunge, as in 1914, into international chaos. (2) Prospect
of War:—The chief features of the new situation are, the relative
progress of capitalism in the backward countries and the U. S. A.,
and the recession of capitalist prosperity in the older countries.
Exploitation of labour and unemployment have generally increased
greatly, political reaction in an extreme form is triumphant, the
pressure of international competition is greatly increased, armaments

. are larger than ever before, and war is manifestly to occur in the
near future.

The Soviet Republics not only add greatly to the strength
of the movements for emancipation all over the world but prove
the possibility of socialistic reconstruction of society by the working
masses alone. They constitute a menace to the stability of Im-
perialism and capitalist exploitation, and the capitalist world,
especially Britain, prepares to attack and destroy this menace.
Only the unstable state of international relationship in Europe
and the class situation in Britain have prevented the consummation
before this time of the policy of attack on Russia. The danger of



war against-the workers*Republicd is increasing and demands the
attention of the masses. Simultaneously are developing between
capitalist countries a number ofsconﬂxcts of which the most
dangerous is that between Britain and U. S. A. (3) Strengthening
of thee Revolutionary Lobour = Movement. At the same time, the
labour movement in the capitalist co{mtries isincreasing in strength
The Norwegian Labour Government, recent victoriés in the
German Elections, the British Miners. etc.). (4) Colonial Question:-
The economic and political development in the colonial countries
has given rise to movements of revolt against the imperialist
powers led, e.g. in Egypt and China by the native bourgeois class
which has come into existence as a by-product of industrial
development. In China the movement was later taken up by the
masses whose condition under the increased exploitation became
intolerable. : The movement acquired a mass character, and once
again showed that the only real leadership for a movement of
colonial freedom 1is the workmg class. The treachery and
desertion of the bourgeoisie, in alliance with Imperialism,
has brought the movement to a temporary halt, butit will
inevitably be resumed. ‘In Java the movement was from the
first of a mass character., The British Empire generally, and
India particularly, is experiencing the samie development. The
search for profits for British Interests has intensified. More
Capital is invested in India, particularly since 1914, and this
tendency still prevails, though in recent years it has been
hampered by the decreasing surplus of British Capital available for
external investment. Increased accumulation is, therefore -even
more urgently necessary, and attempts are being made to exploit
Indian Agriculture more intensely and more efficiently. (The
Agriculture Commission). There isa general tendency to increase
land revenue and assessments. Attempts are ‘made to usurp the
- exploiting function of the money-lenders (Co-operative Banks), t
consolidate holdmgs with a viéw to more efficient cultxvatlon
(Bombay Small Holdings Bills) and to increase the production. of
raw materials for industry (Sukkur Barrage Scheme).

In the Political sphere, the British Empire is ina very
serious position. It is threatened with the formal secession of the
white Dependencies, and with freedom movements in the colonial
countries, South Africa, Egypt, East Africa, Iraq, etc. Its industrial
and financial supremacy is lost and its position still is declining,
especially in comparison with the U S. A. This critical situation
leads the British Bourgeoisie to seek! .support within the Colonies,
to secure its hold upon them, partlcularly in the event of war, which
almost led to the separation of Indxa on the last occasion. This
political necessity, combined with economic developments, dictates
the fundamental line of Imperialist political policy within India—
the extension of the alliance with the Indian Upper Classes (Feudal



Rulers, Landlords, etéYto the Bourggoisie a8 2 whole. This is
‘the essence of the Refurmed Constitution and the other Policies of
Indianisation of Seivices, etc. Which go with it.

The position of the British Bourgeoisie in India:—The British
bourgeoisie as a whole derive wealth from India in four main ways :
by selling British goods, by buying or producing cheap raw
materials, by taxation, and by investment of Capital in Indian
industries. Though the momnopoly of India as a Market is lost,
British goods still occupy the most important place, and in other
respects British Capital is predommant The direct holding of
Capital from Britain in the big companies, usually registered in
London, gives British Capital a pract;cal monopoly of Railways,
shipping, Banking and the Jute and Tea industries. London
interests are also predominant in Coal and Steel and Engineering.
Local British Companies, mainly in Bengal, have strong interests -
in Electric Power, Dock and Transport, Flour Mills, Rice Mills,
Timber and Construction Companies, ete: Indian Capital is
predominant only in cotton among’ the large industries (The Tata
Steel Firm is now partly British and American ; but owns small
firms in all branches of Industry and contrels most retail distribution,
etc. Of the capital invested in Joint Stock: Compenies, over 8o per
cent. probably 85per cent. is British, and in these companies,
British influence is extending. There is of éourse much unregistered
Indian capital in small and private firms. The penetration of other
foreign capital is not yet important but is ﬁkely to grow {Sir Dorab
Tata’s American Tour). ;

The central financial institution is Jargely under Government
control, with participation of British and Indian industrial and
financial representatives. The new scheme will probably not alter
this position. The Indian bourgeoisic have been pressing for
popular control, 4. ¢. greater representation of their interests, but
have been foiled upto the present.- They have been especially
anxious to achieve this control, since the exchange rate controversy,
when the strongest (textile) se ction of the Indian bourgeoxsxe, with
the small companies with business conducted in rupees, were
defeated, and ‘the Government and financial interests (British
mamly,) with the big firms doing their business largely in London
in sterlmg, were benefited.

The policy of Imperialism in India to retain its position of
dominarice, is a threéefold one. It secures’ Arm control of the chief
industries, communications, administration, etc. and extends the
area of its support among the ruling, landowning and bourgeois
classes in India. Secondly, by encouraging internal conflicts of
various kinds it disintegrates the forces of opposition to it. Finally

‘it conducts a policy of direct suppression of movements dangerous
to its rule. i

i
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‘The British beurgeoisie in lqdm control a large proportion, -
as aforesaid,-of the active capital toperatmg in India, and with it
the apparatus of the law, the administration, at any rate in rural
areas, the educational system, the chief commercial organs of the
press, the Police and armed fosces. In addition there is practically
complete control of the rulers of the Native States, who are almost
completely despotic, and are allowed wide powers within their own
territories. Imperialism is ac'ually opposed to the introduction of
democratic forms of Governnent within the States, and assists
them in the suppression of intzrnal.revolt (Recent passing of order
for deportation of State subjests from- British India into certain
States at the wish of the ruler). Further, Imperialism has firm
support from the big landowning class and from those sections,
especially in Upper India, whose capital is invested in British
firms, { Sir R, N. Mukherji, G. D. Birla, etc,) The industrial
bourgeoisie, and with- ‘them. the professional class, lawyers,
University teachers, etc. are mcreasmgly in the position of consti-
tutional supporters.

Impenahsm ﬁnds further firm support in the Aanglo-Indian
ecommunity, which supplies a substantial part of the skilled
artisans, and to a less extent among the Indian Christian com-
munity, under the influence of missionaries.

Nevertheless the support of these section of the population
is not sufficient, and especially after the great agitation of 1917-22,
further means have been adopted not so much to gain support as
to weaken opposition. There has, throughout the period of Im-
perialist control, been a systematic encouragement of differences
of religion, community, castes, etc., and it has been a settled
policy to perpetuate religions and customary pvils -which retard
physical, intellectual and social development.. The mass of the
people is moreover kept illiterate, and severe restrictions are
placed upon the education given to the middle classes in schools
and Universities.  Specific cases of the encouragement of
difference among Indians are the development of the Non-Brahmin
movement in South India (Madras and Maharastra) against the
chief political and intellectyal leaders, who are Brahmins. The
depressed classes representatives have been won over to support
Imperialism against the caste Hindus, even to the extent of oppos-
ing Boycott of the Commission. Even ceftain parts of the lobour
movement are in the same position. These movements have all a
genuine basis in the oppression of ‘these sections by the higher
classes, but Imperialism has been enabled to make use of them to
perpetuate its own existence and therefore to secure the continuance
of the evils against which these movements protest.

The most important case. of this policy of fomentation of
differences is that of the Hindu-Muslim divergence. While partly
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an artificial result, e. g. of the agtation of the British owned press

on the alleged atrocities during the Malabar rising, the dangers of
a Moslem. invasion from the North-West, etc. and of the communal*
electorates, the trouble has a certai\ class- basis, 1In-the Punjab
most-of .the peasantry is Mussulman,. \while- the. exploiting money-.
lenders, etc. are mainly Hindus. - Ashlso tn Bengal, -most of ,the
peasants are .Mussulman and the Z¢mindarsaad- money-lenders-
largely. Hindus.: These are the chief tentres.of communal feeling.-

Further, a:considerable class-of commynal leaders has sprung up;
whose, popular influence and income dépend upon-tha.inflamation of
communal passion,-and the -direction. o} the natural discontent of the:
exploited masses away. from political avenues where:it' could produce:
useful results, into.the.communal chmnel. SR

At the same time the 'policy oi Im'perialism has been one of
continued suppression,of efforts to extend the -basis of the. National.
movement. to, include the masses, ...The.me¢n returning.from Russia
with radical or communist ideas have been practically.all - impriseped:.
and victimised. Others with similar ideas have been treated in the
same way,, e, g. intthe Cownpore conspiracy -case; There is a
coatinuous series of: prosecutions. in . different parts of the - country:
of writers and speakers, for *“‘inciting?’ the massés to hatred against:
the Government. Fipally their is maintained-a-vigerous: censarship
of mails, especially‘foreign, and wholesale proscrxptlon and seizure
of literature with a radical tendency. . . e o a

It is manifest t}iat an Imperiafist rule of this strong and ruth-
less character, which is at the same time subject to the most-intense
pressure and competition in other parts of the world, will not at any:
time grant considerable concessions to any of sthose! from whom it-
derives its sustenance. The hope of compromxse by Indxa as a.
whole with Impena]xsm is vain, ‘ . A

s

LANDOWNERS NATIVE STAThS ETC.
. L WG e

Nearly one foutth of the populatnor; of India is included in
-the Native States, .which; constitute on the whole the most ecanomi-:
cally and cultarally backward, and. politigzlly. reactionary section of:
the country. In practically no case is-there.any impostant industrial.
deyelopment, and even. communicatign is poer.. Almest.all \States.
are under.a complete despetxsm, only a.few being temapered by some-
rudiments of democracy. - The rule js.in practicey oftemcharsh: and.
arbitrary to an jntolerable degree, and: quthseaks:of -ppposition. by.
peasants often. occur.. Almost.all ruless of Native States;are active:
or passive supporters -of Imperialismeyicrs 0 dat w0 wiaics Ter nrsin

A large part of 'British India is also under the dominance

of big landbolders, zemindars, ic., who.in ;some gases: wield -
powers approximating to-.those.of the States .rulers. - Bo.manyi,



districts forced labour and other ‘fem(i'al dues are. still exacted
from pedsants; ‘and’arbitfafy eXpropriation of peasants’ holdings'
is ‘common." - Rents'are ‘forced - up "ustilly to ' theé” fivdximum: Pos-
sible Jimit, oftem many tuhéé }ughé‘r thﬁn the * Govertithent tak’
assessments, - T e ve L ne

The Princes and the big Zemindars of the eastern (and to a
smaller “extent : the Western) Provintes arethe chief bwriers of the
1and ‘of the- ‘éouhtry; ahd the chiéf otstacle o the economlc’ dvantzet
and prospeﬂty of 1ts mim oc«:upatxon, agrlbulturb. T T

e i [T e 1 IRTIRT T

The Chamber of Prmces am'f the various Zemindars' Confer-
ences, thel orfditsof these sections; are: praetxcahy th’hout €xceptiot
loyatto Tmperialism: tnd+ fok Jong’ tepreseited ‘itd chief ‘support’
within the country. It is a part’ of*th&olicy of Impetialishi'to
maintain -the Native States- and- to some -extent ‘the Zemindary
system,.as.a stronghold ‘of reaction and: political batkwardness
within: - the ‘countrys’ Political- advance w1thm the “States is
distouraged, suppression of opposition movements supported.
Similarly in British “India, the- landlords in: their own intérests
suppress-peasants’ movements: or capture and lead them for their
own purposes A R : -

The lndlnn Bourgeolsle:—As shown prevxously the Indian
Bourgeo:éxens»mﬂa'fﬁosxtfcw'n"of subordinatic- to British “capital;
and .is re]ahvélj weak and” backwdrd. " Tt+is. padtly'dllied with
British~ Capital m industry and' ‘ﬁnaﬂce. es‘pecxally in Northern
India” but even in Bombay; to -a Tess™dxteiit. And itis ‘partly
independent, chiefly th Bombay, butalsé 6 an extent which™ is
politically. important; ‘in Béngal. * I& general ‘its development is
blocked ‘by ‘the tompetitiéh ‘of the establisliéd laige'scsle British
industries and “British “eoftral of financed! dnd tariff polity. “Tn
Bombay the India' intérests, more’ compact and"- ind’ependent “havé
long ago developed an attitide HF ‘constitiitiodal’ and” 5 o perative
opposition. ' Only where thélr " intdrests  die’ seriously threaténed)
¢. & over the ‘ratio, ‘will ' they séricusly opposd. ~ Th North Tndja
the bourgeoisie " is more dividéd. A section™ ¥§° 'praét'xc‘illf“lo’yﬁ
list' while. uther, éspecially m Benéal “whete 'the préssure *of
British supremacy is most¥élt ,'is ‘$till “in vigofous,  though' con-
stifutional, oppoition, ahd constitutes the stferigth'iti that province
of the Swaraj Party and thes Cotigress.” Beafal® is nbw Ytmost
the only pmvmc.e imwhich' the.-bpurgeoisie takes d:rect part in the
Comgress. ... "+ " v N -

LR e

IL'The political organisation of the Indian Bourgeoisie is weak.
Apart from the Chambers of Commeree etc.; -which séek ho popular
support, - there.- are -several political partles. mamly the product of
sucqessive spiits from the Congress. - Ofthese the Liberal Party,
primarily an mdustnahsts party, alone has achiéved permanence



and membership outside the Councils. The Independents, etc.,
are all shifting and unstable groups, their evolution determined
by personal and other minor motives. Nevertheless their members
are individually influential in their constituencies and in humanita-
rian, religious and other orgam tions, and own important organs
of the Press.

None of the Bourgeois parties, in any case, has attempted or
achieved a mass membership, except the Congress. Even Congress
membership has near been mo:} than i formality, though at the
period of its greatest activity 4 large proportion of members were
active. There has never beey close organisatian or discipline.
Subscription is low. Since {922, when the Swaraj Party was
formed to enter the Councils, the Congress has split into successive
fractions, and steadily lost grould.

The essence of the policy’oi the bourgeoisie as a whole, and
now even of the left section, is ¢ompromise with Imperialism. The
policy in the Assembly on all questions affecting the economic
position of the Indian bourgeoisie has been one of pressing for
concessions and a modns »ivendi All parties have been united' on
these occasions. Similarly on political- questions. The united
demand of the Indian representatives in the Assembly has always
been a Round Table Conference—a means of compromise. Swaraj
and Independence agitation have been a means of bring pres-
sure to bear and no more. - Even the Labour movement, which is
still largely in bourgeois hands, is looked upon in this light
(cf. Resolution on Labour organisaton by Liberal Federation,
Session 1927). The bourgeoisie by the policy of acquiescence
are obstructing the progress of India. Even the elementary
rights of political democracy are no longer demanded by them.
(See the constitutions drafted by an ex-President and ex-Secretary
of the Congress, one demanding ‘‘literate suffrage,’’ and the other
the present suffrage), The bourgeoisie on the contrary is opposed

" to the interests of the masses (e.g., opposition in the Assembly to

the proposed concessions to Tata’s workers) and is afraid of their
movement. It deserted and broke up the N. C. O. movement for
fear of mass action, and for the same reason seeks to keep the labour
movement under its control. The f)ourgeoxsle as a whole can no
longer be looked upon as the leader of a national movement in the
interests of the mass of the Indian people. L

The Petty Bourgeoisie:— Consists ot various sections, but a
large part of it suffers more or less abutely from poverty. The
pressure of exploitation and the retarded economic development of
the country lead to an cxcess of supply over demand of small retail
businesses of all kinds, and of small industrial undertakings.
For similar reasons there is intense competition among the clerical

¥ and professional classes. These scctions suffer from unemployment



and undercutting due to the competition  especially of small
landowners who attempt to supplement their incomes from urban
occupations. The stagnation of industry in recent years has
intehsi&éd this position, and all but the upper grade of even the
learned professions are in a position of economic insecurity.
Technical education for industry is scanty, and in most firms
European technicians are largely employed, while the reservation
of a large part of the services for Enropeans is a standing grievance.

The membership of  the C‘ongress has for long been pre:
dominantly petty bourgeois. After the .collapse of the N. C. O.
movement due to the desertion of the bourgeoisie, it split into
various factions. The No-change section, where it exists, repre-
sents mainly village craftsmen, small landholders, and others
of independent means, who left their professions and had no
urgent need to return to them when the policy was abandoned. This
section is dominated by personal loyalty to Gandhi and is typically
peasant in its mentality—religious, submissive to fate, obstinate’
and unchangeable in its outlook. As representing an economically
obsolescent class, of small landowners and villdge artisans, its
policy is reactionary ( opposition to'industrialism, etc. } through
there is a radical section, principally of those who left employment
or universities, ect, under the influence of N, C. 0., and were
later abandoned by the “bourgeois leaders without means of
support. The No-change section as a whole is declining with the
practical withdrawal of its one important-leader from politics, and .
is ceasing to be an important factor in the Congress.

Another section, primarily urban small ,business men, etc.,
followed the majority of the congress leaders into the Swaraj Party
and the Councils. Beginning witha programme of obstruction it
rapidly degenerated into cgoperating, openly or covertly, for the
purpose of securing gains lor its supporters, who now constltute_
the strongest section in the Congress.

Though as a whole #ague and vacillating in its policy, the
petty bourgeoisie has ~ split into these two main sections,
The class difference within the Congress membership has been
accentuated, the upper strata following the boargeoisie and its
Council Pohcy. the lower falling into indifference or a radical
policy. This growing difference is widely felt within the
Congress, but is often misunderstood, being attribated to 2 conflict
between Yo'utl} and Age, etc.

The lover strata of the petty bourgeoisie, the unemployed,
ctc. a section; of the Non-co-operators, and the remnant of the
terrorist parties, are the unformed “left” of the Congress and
constitute part of the ground from which. the 'Workers and
Peasants' Parties are now rising.

Py



Peasants:—The peasants, which form the bulk of the
nation; are notoriously in a condition of great poverty and
backwardness. The land of the country, from which the
peasants derive their living is in the hands of three,
main agencies, the big landlords, including the State rulers, the
Government, and religious institutions, all of which demand
their quota fromr the cultivators. All suffer from the gradually
increasing demands of the Government for direct taxes, as well
as from indirect taxation, e.g. on salt and other imported goods.
The excessive payments for irrigation water, often unnecessary
and exessive in amount, are a simil:ar burden in certain parts.
Rents to landlords and intermediaries, of whom there may be
several strata, are perhaps the heaviest burden which the peasants
have to bear, and many suffer'also from insecurity of tenure, and
from forced labour, etc. The class of money-lenders and village
shop-keepers, often identified with the Iandlord, by entangling the
peasants in debts at high rates of interest, add to their misery and
economic inecurity. Exaction for religious purposes and the support
of a priest class constjtute a further heavy burden.

The rural population is also disturbed by the introduction
of manufactured goods, which deprive the village craftsmen of
their employment and add to the class of landless Iabourers. The
fractionation of holdings renders cultivation less and less efficient,
and there is a strong tendency for the land to pass out of the
possession of small cutivators into the hands of mortgage holders,
landlords, etc. The consequent overpressure on the land is
increased by the retention of large tracts uncultivated, and by the
appropriation of large areas for the prodiction of industrial crops.

The official claim, that the peasants as a whole are increasing
in prosperity, is unture, as many investigations show. The
great majority are becoming increasingly poor, many are taking to
wage labour, either on the land or in industry, while only a small
section, successful peasants, money-lenders, etc. of the village
population, is improving its economic position. An increasingly
intense class struggle is developing in the rural areas, between
the mass of the rural poor, the 25 millions of wage labourers, the
artisans and the poor peasants on the one hand; and the big
landlords, the religious institutions, the money-lenders, shop-
keepers, etc. on the other.

The peasants have taken hitherto little part in politics. At
the height of the N.C.O. movement, the peasants joined in large
number (Bombay, U. P.)but on the abandonment of the policy
of non-payment of taxes, out of regard for the interests of the
landlord class, which at any ratedn its lower strata was strong ia
the congress, they left again. Many peasants societies were then
in existence, especially in U. P. but if radical, they were ruthlessly.



suppressed, and those now in existence are small, and under
moderate guidenc In the Punjab (The Akali movement) a
partial succ@s waq achieved, and in Rajputana and Central India,
and in Bengal, peasant socities of Radical tendencies exist.
Feeling in Rural ayeas is becoming strong, particularly in U. P.
but the movemeﬂtFnds little organized expression, peasants often
allowing themselvds to be misled by their class-opponents (Alibag
agitation).

Workers:—

The main mass of workers outside agriculture, in the cotton,
jute railway, ‘docks, marine, building, metal and other minor
industries, in all 360 million persons, with dependents, live in
extreme poverty and bad conditions. Wages are low—Rs. 10 to
Rs. 40/- for ‘most; hours are long, 10 per day being usual.
Housing conditions are almost universally bad, sanitation defective
and death rate high; illiteracy and general ignorance is the rule.
Insecurity of employment, victimisation and arbitrary expulsion,
by jobbers, and excessive fines, etc. render the life of the workers
of his class intensely miserable. While in some industries, com-
petition and mismanagement render profits apparently low, there
is reason to suspect hidden profits, and in many cases high profits
are acknowledged year aftér year, (Jute, Tea, etc.). Workers are
taught by exprience that there is no difference between European
and Indian employers, who equally profit during disputes by the
use of state forces, the law and the police. The number and
importance of strikes is increasing and a sharp class struggle is
developing in Indian industry.

Neverthelesss, trade unionism is weak in the chief industries,
though it is growing slowly. Organisation is strong in Govern-
ment Departments (Posts, Telegraphs, Currency, etc.) and among
similar classes but these are superior grade workers (earning
Rs 50——200/- or more) who have by a policy of isolation and the
intimidation of superiors, acquired a reactionary mentality, and
fallen under the leadership of middle class individuals, lawyers, etc.
who encourage this. Some Unions of lower grade workers have
grown strong, but the movement still as a whole is, dominated and
held back by ideas of sectionalism, local or craft, abstention from
politics, fear of victimisation, etc. inculcated by employers or
leaders. It has been the concious policy of the bourgeoisie to
control the labour movement, and they have succeeded largely in
spreading their ideas, and restraining independent action by the
workers. The T. U. C. itself is strongly influenced by this school
of thought,

Some sections of workers are achieving emancipation from
this influence, and others at times force their leaders to act ina
militant manner. The increasing pressure from the employers
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(cotton, railways) in the past two or three years tas led to a consi-
derable increase in military and class-consciousiess and in actual
organisation. The position of the workers forces them into active
struggle, in which class-consciousnesss and the need for organised
action are clearly shown, and these effects are being made manifest.
Political consiousness also is growing (three uaions’ decision foi
one day strike on the landing of the Commission).

Recent developments:—In spite of its faults of leadership, the
bourgeoisie has remained in control of national politics, and thi
circumstance has led to 2 stagnation of political fife since 1922
when the bourgeoisie and the landowners woke to the realisation o
the dangers of the mass movement they were creating, and cansec
its collapse. The movement was quickly suppressed by Imperialis
forces, and an interval of quiet occurred. Since 1924 2 number o
factors have brought about a gradual revival of polititical feeling
and class differentiation within India and its bearing on the nationa;
movement, are being felt. Theé general tendency is for the lowe
strata of the petty bourgeoisie to take up the National struggle
once more, and to unite with the workers and peasants, hamperec
and opposed to a greater or less extent by the bourgeoisie an¢
its followers. A section of the bourgeqisie (Bengal and Madras
particularly) stiil maintains a verbally militant leadership, bu
exposes its class position by opposing the tendency to seek mas:
support. The bourgeoisie as a whole drifts away from Nationalism
into a working agreement with Imperialism. A The advent of the
. Simon Commission, while giving a great impetus to the growth of
National feeling, has driven part of the bourgeoisie once again intc
the National camp. The situation is obviously not stable, and
differences are already appearing (failure of leaders to agree tc
Hindu-Moslem pact, etc.)

Conclusion:—To summarise: We have shown the ,gradual
growth of class differences in all spheres of Indian life. The
Imperialist bourgeoisie exploit India from all directions, middle
classes, peésantry and workers, and generally obstruct €conomic
and cultural development. Allied with the Imperialists are the state
‘Rulers-and big landowners, who exist on the exploitation of the
great mass of the rural population; and to an increasing extent, the
Indian Bourgeoisie, in a position of subordination but alliance with
the Imperialist bourgeoisie, exploiting- the middle class and the
peasants, but most of all the Industrial workers.

The Imperialists and their allies control the political life of
the country, restraining it within such narrow bounds that the
exploited masses cannot find expression except in direct action,
through strikes or no-tax campaigns. The alliance of exploiters is -
opposed to National freedom, democratic institutions and the '



expression of opinion, or the dex}elopm_e'nt of indigeous culture,
and even such elementary physical necessities as adequate sanita-
tion, elementary education, and a tolerable standard of life.

«The movements for the attainment of these necessities are
being and must Be eco-ordinated in a great mass movement of
the exploited sections of the population, the workers, the
peasants, and the middle classes, against Imperialism and its
allies, the state rulers, the big landowners and such of the
bourgeoisie as will not sacrifice their immediate economic intrests
to the higher intrests of the great mass of their countrymen. This
movement will incidentally provide the only ultimate solution of
.the communal questions which have split India’s. ranks in the past.
Co-operative work for the fundamental needs of the masses will
swallow up the minor differences of race and creed.

The bourgeoisie, the traditional leaders of the National mo-
vement, have already to a large extent- forsaken the movement
and are betraying their unfitness for leadership. They aré no lon-
ger interested in attaining Independence. They do not fight for
political democracy, or for any other demands of the people. On
the contrary their vacillating policy of opposition to Imperialism in
words and acquescence indeeds, is opposed to the progress of the
movement. All experience of similar, movements shows that the
Industrial working class alone s fitted to lead this struggle through
to the end, and to fight consistently for the interests of all the
Indian people. The working class through its own struggle learns
discipline and organisation, the tactics and the strategy of political
struggle. It alone can provide the steel frame necessary to guide
the scaattred and vacillating masses of the urban middle class and
peasantry to freedom. "It alone has the determination sand agres-
sive spirit necessary to push the struggle to the end in the
interests of all.

It is, therefore, essential that working class organisations,
the trade unions and T. U. C., fight and obtain freedom form bour-
geois control, under which most of them now exist. Thzy must
also obtain freedom from the reactiorary and confused ideas which
the bourgeoisie cultivate among them. These things require an
independent workers’ politicl party to educate, organise, and lead
the workers in their struggle. :

Under the leadership of the industrail workers, the movement
of the masses can go forward to abolish foreign exploitation, to
establish democracy, and those elementary per-requisites of life
which 95 per cent. of the populations of India still lack. By means
of strikes, demonstrations, hartals and the more laborious means of
organisation and education, the class-consciousness and the solida-
rity of the masses will be raised to the level necessary before its
task can be achieved.



Almost the most important problem which the masses will
have to solve is the agrarian question, the relation of the cultivators
to the soil on which they work. No solution can be satisfactory
unless the central question of the ownership of land is decided;
against the reactionary system of the partition of land among a few
big owners with arbitary powers of expulsion and exploitation; for
the principle of land for the cultivator himself. Onlyif this is
achieved . can the minor problems of technical development, credit,
credit education, etc, be solved usefully. And only the organised
power of the immense majority of the peasantsand landless labourers
exerted in conjunction with the general nationalist and labour
struggle can bring about this solution.

This mass movement is slowly developing. But in the
early stages it rquires conscious and intelligent guidance
and this is the function of the workers’ and Peasants’ Party. The
Party has its task to gather all sincere fighting elements from the
ranks of the workers, the peasants, the exploited middle class and
the militant National movement, and to fuse them into one united
whole for conducting their united struggle. , It will establish parti-
cularly close relations with the youth, the future leaders of the
country, and the trade .unions, the source from which most of
its strength will be drawn.

The future of the coun'try. its economic development, educa-
tion, culture, and the well-being of the masses depend upon the
rapid development of this mass movement of [the exploited millions,
united and guided by the Workers' and Peasants’ Party.

Present Political sitnation:—The collapse of the Non-Co-ope-
ration movement was not at first realised and expectation of its
resumption and triumph continued for some time. But years
went by, the policy of the Council Parties became more
and more compromising and no effort was made to revive a mass
movement. Hope of progress along the old lines gradually faded,
and at the same time the class conflict within the country and the
Congress made itself increasingly felt. At first reaction on the part
of Congress, supporters was growing indifference, but later it develop-
ed into a vague but increasingly acute’discontent. The lower strata
of the petty bourgeoisie who had been drawn into the N.C.O. move-
ment were becoming impatient for a forward imove. This tendency
has been assisted by various factors—prolonged economic stagnation,
the growth of a war-atmosphere (preparations on the frontiers,
failure to disarm, despatch of traope to China, etc.), disappointment
at the complete failure of the British Labour Government to do what
had been expected of a party pledged .to self-determination and a
fight against Imperialisn, the Chinese and Javanese events, continued
provocation by Imperialism (the Exchange gquestion, the Bengal
detentions and other repressive measures). Baklatvala’s propaganda,
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Miss Mayo's book and its alleged. ofﬁcm.l patronage, all have had
their effect. A new policy is bemg sought a.nd & national feeling is
onge again ansm , with a parhial a.bandonlment, of the old 1deas The
tise in varigus provinges of an organised Youbh Movement after the
absorption of the previous genera,bmn of the orgamsed ¥outh in
Congress, a.tuta.tlon and suhseguent sha.gnatlon, is symptoma,pc of tha
process. The increasing organisation and mxllt@au,cy of the workers,
as shown in numerous recent stnkas, adds fiq, the volume “of - probesb
against the existing order.

On the other hand the bourgeoisie, with their supporters
among the professwna.l a.nd other mldile classes, were movmg in the
opposite direction. The long &wmted St.a.tutory Commission was
having its expected effect upon them, and draft constitutions, all
contemplating Doxmmon Status as the goal of nationalist effort,
yere being prepa.red for a,ocepta.nce by the Congress {(“Dominion
Status” has for some time been the accepted aim’of most schools of
bourgeois nationalist thought. The essence of the idea i is the main-
tenance of imperialist exploitation, but w1th the Indian bourgeoisie
in a more favourable position, and with the imperial forces rea.dy to
defend bourgeois interests, as now)

The appointment of the Statutory Commission without Indian
members rendered a policy of concﬂmtwn by the bourgeois leaders
for a time 1mp0391ble 8o great was the general indignation that
even the most compromising groups a.monv the bourgeois nationalists
have been forced to support the policy of Boycott, conditional or
absolute.

The result has been to prevens a furfher exposure of the
bourgeoisie, and to strengthen them temporarily as- the national
leaders. It bas further hampered a serious campaign of mass
opposition on the basis of the Boycott agitation. Nevertheless public
feeling has developed very strongly, in spite of all efforts to accen-
tuate the communal divisions, so that the Congress and even the
Liberal and other groups have had fo go further in the direction of
mass opposition then they at first wished (the Indepencence Resolu-
tion and the agreement by the Benares meeting to an All-India
hartal). The masses tqo are entering the movement to a certain
extent. In Bombay three Unions took formal decisions to strike,
.and more than thirty thousand workers actually struck and demons-
trated. Many workers took part in other places).

Nevertheless the desertion of the majority of the bourgeois
lenders, both within the Congress and without, is certain, and 'is
already taking place. They have partially abandoned the policy of
.of a abstention from the legislatures. Many, ¢. g. in the Assembly
debate, ippenly appeal for Indian membership of the Comxmsswn, and
admnt ﬂ.\e right of Imperialism to .the last word in deciding the
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future of India. " Boycott on principle was abandoned by the Assem-
bly resolution ‘which merely declared unacceptable the *‘present
constitution and scheme of the Commission”. The decision to draft
a Constitution by the All-Parties’ Conference is an admission of the
right of the British Government to decide whether it shall be granted
or not. Otherwise a statement of rights snd & programme of action
‘are all that are required of the All-Parties’ Conference. The formula
which it has accepted, ‘“Full responsible Government” and the
apologetic plea that “Dominion Status is a step towards Inde-
"pendence” mark the collapse of the Congress programme of com-
plete independence. The quibbling over the communal differences
show that no fundamental change in the nature of the Government
is sought, and the pefty sectional interests of to-day are allowed
excessive importance. The decision not to advocate the alteration -
of the despotic regime prevailing in the Indian States, means that
that fight which the nationalist movement must carry on against
feudal oppression is to be shirked. The almost unanimous opinion
in favour of & second chamber based on some restricted franchise
.show the reactionary and unrepresentative nature of the conference,
and effectually disposes, of the pretence that mass support is to be
sought to enforce the demands. The almost entirely bourgeois
composition of the conference determines its intentions and policy.
The participation of the Trade Union Congress is of no significance,
as it is rightly believed to be under bourgeois control. How serious-
ly the inclusion of the Trade Union Congress is taken is shown by
the decision not to admit the right of strike among the “rights of
workers and peasants”.

Those Congress leaders who have agreed to the All-Parties
. Conference decisions have clearly shown that their advocacy of
complete independence in insincere. The plea of Unity put forward
to justify this action is entirely specious. Unity is possible only on
the basis of a common principle. -Those who want complete inde-
pendence cannot compromise with those who are opposed to it. The
sacrifice of complete independence for the sake of unity with the
bourgeois parties is a betrayal of the immense majority of the popu-
lation for the favour of a minute reactionary minority. Even the
agreement of the bourgeois majority to many democratic principles,
embodied in the All-Parties Conference decisions, is no adequate
again to weight against the abandoment-of the forward policy
implied in the principle of complete indepeundence, and those who
have agreed to this bargain are guilty of a serious Afctical mistake,

if not more."

The agitation in the country of the Congress leaders, led by
Bengal, is confined to the Boyecott of British goods. This is a
reformist weapon, intended to extort a compromise—alone it . can do
no more—from the Government. The bourgeois class is demonstrat-
~ ing once more its inability any longer to lead the national movement.



The middle classes, to whom the Boycott propaganda is
directed, are reacting to it‘only in a half-hearted manner. Confi- -
dence in the majority of the bourgeois leaders has not yet beenm
restored by their verbal radicalism over the Commission, and the
masses generally are unwilling to be exploited for what they now
know to be only the compromising ends of the bourgoisie. There is
a grave danger that the mass protest and indignation caused by the
Commission will be allowed to die away in disappointment. Nothing
but a militant and uncompromising practical lead will restore it fo
life and enable it to grow. It is the task of the Workers and
“Peasants Party to supply that lead. ’

Tasks of the party :—The fundamental work before the
Party is to organise the working class and give it sufficient political
education to enable it to come forward as the leading section of the
mass movement which is now rising in India. ¥t is the duty of all
“who are concerned with obtaining national freedom, establishing
democracy within the country, and rescuing the population generally
from its poverty, ignorance and social backwardness, to assist in this
work, The chief immediate task for the Party is,by putting forward its
correct, consistent and uncompromising policy, in contrast to the un-
historic, vacillating and timid policy of the present leaders, to gather
together alt fighting progressive forces from all sections, and
thereby to’ establish its own organisation, which will enable it to
carry out its ultimate fumetion. A strong, conscious and well-
disciplined Workers’ and Peasants’ Party is the most pressing need
of the present.

- The policy of the Party muss be to earry forward the campaign
for the boycott of the Commission to the utmost extent in spite of
any sabotage. Strikes and hartals must be encoursged, and the masses
brought into the movement by associating their demands with' the
national slogans. The campaign must demand complete national inde-
pendence,and must work for the calling of a . Constituent Assembly
elected by universal adult suffrage whioh will concentrate and express
authoritatively the diverse demands and scattered struggles of the
masses. The Constituent Assembly, which can give the masses the
united and militant lead which the All-Partie sConference the failed
to give, will be the nation’s real answer to the British Government
and the Simon Commission, and will constitufe a definite stp forward
in the struggle of the masses for complete independence and the
satisfaction of their pressing economic needs.

" The slogan of the Boycott of British goods may be supparted
as & mpans of avousing enthusiasm, but only as a subgidiary ta the
slogan of a Constitwent Assembly. As opposed to the programme
of the All-Parties Conference, the Party must demand on behslf of

,the masses Complete Independence, and the establishment of
democracy—Universal adult suffrage, freedpm of speech, ete., the
abolition of the Native States and the landlord system, and the



_guarantee of the .economic, politidal and social ‘rights which the
. workers and peasants as classes require.

The Party st a,lso carry. on. propaganda in relation to
Interna.tlona.l a,ﬁa,lrs 'The" League’ against Imperialism must be
supporhed, a.nd its propa,ga.nda. for the alliance of the revolutionary
Lahour movement . a.nd “the coloma.] revolutxonary movements be
‘assisted. Sohda,nty ‘must .be encoura.ged with the Russian and
.Chinese revolumons, pa.rtlcula.rly in view of the da.nger of war. And
& definite, campaign must . be conducted against war, especially
a.mong ‘the’ peasants, who supply the soldiers, and among the workers,
who supply the materials and transport. The slogan must be
advanced of non:ce-operation: with the Government and the war
machine in the evens of war. : :

'l‘he work of the Patty in pa.rhlcular spheres may be summansed
as iollows— .

_ (1) We must endeavour to make the Congress adopt a
programme of mass dema,nds and to support them . in its currgnt
propagands. We and our sympa.thxsers must become members of
the provmexa,l and All-India Congress Committees, and take active
part in such work as leads towards the development of mass movement.
We muast support, the Conoress while it ﬁghts Impena.hsm, but must
not hesifate to criticise the compromising tendencies of Congress

leaders, however promment The alliance of the. Party with the
petty-bourgeois left of the - Congress must be consélidated; on the

basss of direct action for complete independence, as against the
compromising bourgeois leadership.

(2) We mu§t conduct propa.ga.nda among the youth that they
may assist us in our work. The 1dea,s of youth are sufficiently fluid
and free from obsolete prejudlces to enable us to enlist them on the
mde of the masses. We must, assist in the establishment of .a youth
orga.msa.tlon with an advanced programme of demands and action,
which shall broa.den the social basis of the existing, pmnmly middle~
cla.ss, youth ‘movement..

(3) W'e must nndertake the orgamsatxon and pohtl.cal edu-
ea,tmn of the ma,sses of workers and _peasants. With the industrial
) workers our ta.sk is, lswofold (a.) We bave to orgamse .the unorganised
masses. (b) We have to emancnpate those which are organised
from false ideas and false leadership. The former can only be done
by consistent work om.the besis of a radical programmme of demands
for improvement ir working and living conditions. © The middle class
leaders have failed to bring.about eflective organisation of the
enormous mass of lower grade workers.. We must utilise their
numerous spontaneous outbursts of protest, to carry on the work of
organisation and propaganda among t.hem.



In\'cgard to (b) we must show by the superlonty of our work
and ﬂghtm% policy that ours ig the only correct policy to follow.
We have ltp push forward all methods for -increasing the
possibilities of militant action -'We must encourage the amalgamation
of overlapping {unions,and the formation -of central bodies such
a3 Tr¥des Councils. Within the Unions we have to urge the
adoption of democratic forms of organisation, and the participa-
tion of the workers themselves in the organisations, formation of
branches, basel upon the place of work or residence, the
holdmg of regular and ~ frequest meetings, the discussion by
members of political and business subjects, educational work within
the unions on workiiig class lines. We must further establish
ha.ctlons within unions of our sympathisers and members Who will
urge our policy an& further our programme of demands. We must
urge the a.ccepba,nqe of our policy in the T. U. C. and other central
bodics, snd endeavour generally to purge it of the careerist element
by getting rid ofits present status of a semi-official institution

-recognised by the Government as recommending safe persons for

councils and Geneva Conferences.

Secondly, Peasants. The masses of the peasants require
organisation almost from the béginning. ‘We must take advantage
of Congress and Youth Association work in rural areas, and such
occasions of peasant disturbance as protests dgainst increase of land
assessment, to bring about organisation of peasants on sound lines.
We must sLlso undertake visits by our own members to viilages, and
induce ‘our’ members and\ sympathisers ‘among Trade Unionists,
especially railwaymen and mlgratory workers to do such work,

The programme of ﬂema,uds for peasants, which will differ
somewhat from province o province and- district 4o district, will
contain the following iterp :—

' Rescue of pea.sa.nts from the tyranny of the landlord, by
division of uncultivated land, establishment of security - of tenure,

abolition of forced labour and other ‘compulsory ‘or customary dues:
Freedom from the exploitation of moneylenders, by legal limitation
of the rate of interest on loans and the provision of- credit through

banks. Provision of educational facilities, liberal, techpical and
hygienic. Reduction (ultimately abolition) of rents. Control of

village life by village panchayat.

The village is the unit of organisation natural for the
peasants. Independent organisation of rural wage labourers should
be formed. ‘

ParTY.—Most important of' all, we require a party, with a
large membership, efficiently orga.n'sed disciplined, and active. It
should have propagands organs ir Bengali and English and an

a,glt.a.tlonal organ in Hindi. Each branch of the Party should have
its sub-committees for various elasses of work, Trade Union,

Peasauts, Youth, Congress, Training.



The time is now ripe for big developments in the Party and
the opportunity must be seized. At present the membership is far
oo small to undertake efficiently the nyinerous and laporious tasks
which the Party has to perform. The mos{ urgent need is the
propaganda of the unfamiliar but profoundly important idea of the
function of a Party, recruitment of members, and !nq.ining them to
- garry out party policy in the various spheres. ‘!

The party must be prepared to co-operate, w‘thout ]osmg its
1dentntv, ‘with all parties and organisations, which will fight for the
liberation of ‘India from Imperialism. But the v}si:a.bhshment} of
our own organisation is our first task, Whlch fundamentally
necessary, and which cannot be a,ba.ndoned 1t is necessary further
to co-operate with organisations fighting for the freedom of the
oppressed nations, and with the militant antl -inaperialist working
cla.ss of the,xmpenahst countrles

YOUTH.

An analysis of {the situation of India at the present time
Teveals thab the Nationalist rgovemept is yndegoing a rapid change.
The old movement, based ‘upon the sectional interests of the
capitalist class and its conflict with impenalism; is almost Played
out. The partial satisfaction of its needg and the new policy of
alliance with Indian capjtalism which Imperialism has adopted, have
deprived it of almost all inclination to revolt against Imperialism

‘ domination. At the same time the interests and sentiments of other
strata of the population are forcing them to take up the struggle for
freedom. The masses are becoming less amenable for use by the
bourgeoisie for the peaceful extortion of concessions, and are tending
to come forward on the political field as an independent force, acting
in their own interests. The nafionalis§ movement is being rapidly.
transformed from a movement of the wealthy and educated to a
mass movement of thelworkers, peasantry, and lower middle classes.

Imperialism denies tithe masses of India the elementary
rights of personal and natiomal freedom, democratic institutions,
the free development by socie| y of its own material resources and
culture, and even a tolerable |standard of life. The Indian bour-
geoisie, who claim to be the protagonists of the whole people, have
ceased to fight for these clementary negessities. Only when the
masses themselves take in hand their own struggle will success be
in sight.

The argent need of the present, for the interests of the whole
populstion, and its future economic and social development, is. the
organisation and education of the mass nationalist movement, now
slowly and hesitatingly inaking appearance on the political field.



The most serious obstatle to it progress'is the absence of a clear °
outlook and system of ideas corresporiding to it§ needs and the
éircumstances of the time. Organisations of all kind§ are still
dominated by bourgeois mterests and’ bourgems menfality and
tnmdu‘y

The Youth is the onily séction of sociéty able fo free itself
from the obsolete ideas of the older nationalist movemeant, and it is
therefore upon the youth that the responsibility rests of forming
and educating the new mass nationalist movement. The offorts of
the old bourgeois school to retain its  control over the Congress,
‘the Trade Union movement, eté., can only be deféated by thé new,
niore vigorous ideas déveloped by the youth.

In the conflict now developmg in Indla,, there are only two
sides. Increasingly the upper classes, mcludmg & large sectlon of
the bourgeoisie, fight on the side of Imperialism aga.mst the msmg
mass movement. Ah¥ effort to find & middle course ‘niust . nécessa-
rily fail. ~All experience of movements based on the middle classes
proved, that they must take suIes, elther with' the b’ourg‘eoxsle or
with the worluug class. &SCIS!II, 4 movement ma,ml’y of the middle
classes, always and'everywhere’ sérves the' ititetests” of capitalism.
Indian Fascisin can only serve the cause of fmperlahsm, since
Imperialism and Indian caplta.hsm are m ever closer alliance. By
striking at the working class qrca.msa.tlons F&SCISH} would destroy
the only force which can free India from Imperla.llsm

The rising generation is faced with  two lines of action. It
miy pursuo the path of fraditional pure nationalism, which will
inevitably lead it to the defence of capitalism, a.nd hence of Imperi-
alism and of political and social reaction. Or it may take the side

of the historically progressive mass movement, a88ist it in its
dxtﬁcultles, and advance the cause of na,txona.l mdepedence, demo-

cracy, and economic and culfural progress.

The youth of all India is now awakening’ to consciousness
on a great scale. It is essential that the Workers and Peasa.nts
Party should attrack to its banner the newly orga.msmg forces of
the youth. It must take ‘energetic measures to draw. as la.rce a"
proportion as possible to the side of the masses, a.nd to glve them'
its scientific social outlook and energetic radical pohcy

There must be’ esta.‘bhshed an Independent Youth orga.msa-
tion which shall have as it§ main functions to' draw the youth mto‘
thé political stfuggle, and to broaden the social basis of the tra.dl-
tional youth organisations by recruiting working class and peasant
youth. It shall undertake the followmg tasks:='1) participation i in
the polmcal natxonahst movement. (2 advance the cause of trade
unionism amon«r young workers, and study' their working"conditions.
(3) fight for "the’ redress of the specmf grievances’ of the youth,



especially the unemployed. (4) political study and self preparation.

-(5) conduct of education in political and economic subjects among
workers, villages and students. (6) act as a .centre within the
existing general youth organisations for the propaganda of radical
ideas and the advancement of a sound policy.

The Party must appoint a sub-committee to work with the
youth organisation.

RESOLUTION ON THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT.

The Trade Union movement, which must in the future play-
7 very important part in the political struggle of the country, is
yet in.a very backward condition. To remedy this is one of the
most important tasks before the Party, and demands a large pa,rt
of its attention and energy.

The chief weaknesses of the movement are :—

(1) Insufficient organisation, resulting parficularly in the
lack of provision for the effective participation of
the members in the work, and determination of
policy.

(2) The tendency to restrict the organisation to. narrow

bounds, of locality, trade or craft, and its result in
the prevalence of rival and overlapping wnions. ‘

(3) Absence of a militant policy; paying excessive
attention to minor grievances, and neglecting the.
important questions, wages, ete.

{4) TPear of politics,

(5) Unbusinessl-ike methods, which reduce eﬂiclency und
open the door to corruption.

The Trade Union movement bas not yes learnt to avoid the
mistakes committed by clder movements. In particular the British.
Trade Union movemrent, universally takem as a model, illustrates
the necessity of participation in politics, and the dangers of
sectarianism and insularity on the part of unions.

The chief root of the faulty organisation and policy of the
movement is its domination by léaders drawn from the middle
classes, who may have Mttle or no knowledge of Trade Unionism or.
polities, and who in some cases act as conscious agents of capitalism.
They have shaped the movement to their ends, and imbued it with'

their outlook.

Groser cases of exploiation of the movement by un-principled
leadears have already called forth many protest from the workers,



and there has grown up in some cases a dangerous distrust of
“ outsiders ” of all kinds, and even of\ Trade Unionism itself.
Even the best-intentioned among the older|leaders. have to confess
td a relative failure to organise at any: rate the great mass of
lowerspaid labour. The defects of a non-militant leadership have
been very clearly shown recently in the B. N. Railway strike, and
the Bombay textile strikes. In neither cases did the leaders attempt’
even to maintain the already demnable economic conditions of the
workers, in spite of the magnificent stand which they were making.

The workers are ready for the sound and millitant lead which
the Workers and Peasants’ Party alone can give.

The task of the Party is to transform the existing organisation
so that it will give expression te real working class demands and
to make the leadership such that it will give a courageous, militant
and.correct lead. To assist in the development of organisation
so that it will be an efficient and capable machine able to secure for
the workers their immediate demands such as better working
condition, hours, wages, eté. ; and ultimately assist in the economic
emancipation of the masses. |

One Unien for ome Industry.—In many Industries we find a
number of trade unions catering for one trade. This multiplicity of
Unions means overlapping of work and finance; this spells in-
efficiency. The fact that we find members of one Union working.
whole members of another in the same trade are in dispute is to
be deplored since this means weakness and defeat. This question
must be vigorously dealt with and amalgamation must be advocated
and achieved. There must be ‘one Trade Union for Railwaymen,
one for Textile workers, etc. Party members muss always oppose the
formation of splitting or rival unions, except where they only union
existing is controlled by Government or by employers.

T. U. C. and Trades Councils.—The Trade Union Congress must
be made the co-ordinating body linking up the activities and struggle
of the workers thoughout India, and in this sphere the members
of the Party must play ant active part. All Unions must affiliate
to the Trade Union dongress, and ta its Provincial Committees
where they exist. :

Trades Councils must be set up"_ in all big Industrial Towns
in which the rank and file of the T.U. Movement should
participate. Ihese_Trades Councils will be the bodies closely knit-
ting up the activities of the workers in the Towns, co-ordinating
the struggle of the workers, dealing with industrial and labour
questions, and organising demonstrations, etc. A net work of these
should be set up all dver the country. . .

Fak



The party considers that propagandd’ aiid preparatory work
for the formarion of Trade Councils in Howrah and Caleutta,

with the participation of all Unions and branches, should be bonun
at once.

100% Trade Unionism. The only way to wring any 1mproved
conditions from the employer is by the organised power of the
workers and by their being prepare to use their power. Therefore,
100 per cent. organisations must be our Slogan. The Council set
up by the T. U. C. for this porpose must get 10 work and members
. of the Party should use every effort to achieve this.

Organisation :—Tt is niccessiry’ th put'thie Trhde UnioVs or'a
proper basis, e. g. arrangement for membershxp cards, proper collec-
tion of dues, financial records and 'for regular theeting of miembers
to elect oﬂ’icers, ete. As for as possxb]e the officers qhould be actlla,l"
workers and’ thc radk and file sl‘lould taks a tuch greutcr pfl,rt in
rahning the trade unipn. Definite Tradé Union branches should bé
sef up so that the members can actively prlcxpnte, and” woekly or
fortnightly meetings should be regularly held!

Factory Committees :—Workers in fattories; etc. should elect
Factory committee from among themselves. Representatives should
be elécted from  Departmients whith' would” forin' the Committec.
Thiey should look aiter the interests of the wirkeys; take complaints
to the employers, inspect T. U.cards, and asist it bringing about
100 per cent: Trade Unionism.

Youth —Vigorous work must be ca.rned on a.mong the youth
They must be organised in the Trade Union movemunt on the same
footing an older members and have the same rights of voting, etc.

Immediate Demands’:—Meémbers of 'the’ Pa,rty should wherever
practicable be members of Trade Umons, ‘actively pe mrmcxpatm(r in
the work of the Unifon and every” day striggle of the' workers
It is necessary for our members to attend cons1stently fo their work
in' the Trade Union Branch, E. C. and’ V[a,nn,gemmf. Committecs.
They should group around themsslves the left Wing and bést elcments
in'an organised fasion. To getthe policy of the' Party supportéd
and prepare the futuré leadership of the Trade Union Movement,

a constant fight is tb be cafriéd on against reforniist’ldadership, and
" Circles and Classes on Trade Unionism and political questions nus¢
be organised. The workers 12ust be rallied around the following
programme of immediate deniands on a National scale:i—

(1) Eight hour day; (Twe weeks holiday with pay per year)..
(@) Abolition of child 'labﬁ:.
(3) Abolition of system of fines.

(4) Minimum living wage.\g

.



{5) State support for unemployed, old age pensions, Maternity
benefit, sickness benefits.

©) Ilﬁiirovement of laws regarding workmen's campensation
and employers’ liability.

(%} Installation of modern safety appliances im factories;
mines, ete.

(1).'Abglition of the system of sardars.

tmmediate Demands for individuals Industries :—1t is necessary
for the Party to work ouf a programme of immediate demands for
individual industries, such as one for miners, one for Railway men,
Textile, etc., with slogan that will rally the workers of those parti-
cular industries around the Parby in their striggle for better
conditions.

RESQLUTION ON PEASANTS.

Three fourths of the population of India, or to be more
precise, 221 millions out of a total of 320 are dependent on
agriculture. Thus the very numerical strength of the peasants
and. their importance im the total production of social wealth
and the basio, vital nocessitiea of life mush compel on our part a
predowinent attention ta their. needs and their pesition and part in
the general National atruggle for freedom.

Every section of puhlw thought and orca,msa.blon, mcludmg
pro-government investigators repeat without a mistake, like a school
lesson the fact that the peasantary in India is poverty-stricken and
debt-ridden. A .general amalysis of the causes of peasant  poverty
and starvation reveals that the peasant is exploited by Government's
high . taxation and rent, the money-lender's exploitation and the
exactions of the landowner. On the top of all this is the excessive
subdivision into uneconomio fragments of land, and the merchants-
trader's machine-manufagtured goods entering the village, ruining
the handiorafts and making hundreds, into wage-earners. The money-
lgnders taking possession of l_a‘n_(,ll_on failure to pay debts or the huge
interest is, oreating landless-labourers, slaves of an absentee land-
lord.. Matched against this poverty, and land-hunger, meagre
strips of a fow feet, worked upon by & primitive plough and. rickety
bullock stand the huge unbounded estates of the Talukdars, Zamin-
dars and Rajahs of Bengal, Bihar and. U. P. exacting tributes and

“high rent from their tenants and spending their loot in the
citigs of the land; or, elsewhere. Such idlers living on the incomes
derived from the peasants toil are & Crore in the 22 Crores depend-
ent on agriculture, but they hold more than 70 per cent. of the whole
land in their possession and their levy.-on the peasantry amounts



to the huge figure of 190 Crores. In Bengal alone tho landlords
pay 2; Crores in revenue but they make more than 13 Crores on
mere idling and holding the scrap-paper of title to the land. Where
the landlords are absent, as in Ryotwari, the Government takes
almost whatever the peasant produces in remt. And apart from
this, he is saddled whit indirect taxation, which he does not see but
feels. The cffect of all this that a handful of five per cent. of the

- whole people own nearly 30 per cent. of the wealth of the land, while
60 per cent. of the people, mostly poor peasants and workers get
only 30 per cent. of the wealth i. e, half of what they ought to
have. No wonder, the result is that the bitterness in social relations,
the class-cleavage between the excessively rich and the excessively
poor is growing and the inevitable contraditions between their inter-
ests is becoming clearer.

Recognizing, where this class-cleavage would lead to and
partly dictated by the needs of their own position, the Government
has started taking stock of the potential resources of the peasantry
and accentuating re-construction of Indian agriculture in the
capitalist basis. This would temporarily raise the productive power
of the individual peasant and thus make him a better consumer of
industrial products and belp the British heavy industries to their
feet again. But, it would again embitter the class-struggle more by
creating peasant unemployment and the expropriation of the poor
peasants of his holdings. The Reserve Bank will replace the
village money-lender and the Consolidation Bills will create rich
farmers but the grip of the state, allied with rich Zamindars and
farmers will bz more thorough in its exploitation and will aggravate
the struggle.

The Workers” and Peasants’ Party therefore unequivocally
stands for giving land to the peasants-cultivator, eliminating all
idlers living on the tributes from the peasants. = Uneconomic hol-
dings must be made economic, not by capitalist consolidation and
looting the poorest peasant but by adding to the share of the poor
holder from the big limitless stretches of the absentee landlords. The
Party stands for allowing none to exploit him by way of interest on
debts or tributes or free labour. He must be absolved from all com-
pulsory obligation including highrent and the heavy load on his pro-
duce. He must be under obligations to none but the State, reprosen-
tating his own interests and himself.

Therefore to achieve this ultimate aim in view, and to widen
the otlook and develop capacities of class-conscious resistance on
the part of the peasantry, the Party adopts the following programme

- of immediate needs.

{1) Elimination of all mid-agencies between the peasant
and the State.



(2) Direct representation of the peasait on the State
apparatus through an adult universal franchise,
working through peasant Panchayats.

s~ (3)- Immediate provisions of land from big estates.
(4) Substantial reduction in rent.

(5) Review of the debt and interest obligations through
peasants-courts with a view to their extinction..

(6) State credit to the peasants.

The Party makes it clear that the above are merely immediate
demands, which are ultimately to lead to a Swaraj of unexploited
and free peasant and worker, each working his own destiny,
unhampered by Zamindars or money - lenders or an Im.
perialist Government or a capitalist investor. The Party is willing
to co-operate with every organisation workmg for the realisation of
the above demands, with s view to ultimately secure a social
reconstruction to emancipate the peasant. All the same, it does not
countenance the reversion to mediaeval forms of labour or addition
of work to the peasants life, but is radical, scientific and advance
guard in political, social and economic matters.

———

"THE LILLOOAH WORKERS.

This conference expresses its sympathy with the relatives of
those were killed and the wounded in the ontrage at Bamungachhi

on Wednesday.

It protests against the aetion, taken by the Government
forces and European Staff, which has now become a regular practice
in strikes, of shooting upon strikers with the object of disheartening
and defeating them.

It congratulates the E.I. Railwaymen now locked out,
and those on strike in sympathy with them, both on the railway
and in other works, and promises them the full support of the Party.

WORKERS' AND PEASANTS' PARTY OF INDIA.

This Conference endorses the action of the Executive Com-
mittee in sattempting. in agreement with Parties and groups in
other parts of India, to -establish the “Workers’ and Peasants’
Party of Indis,” and appoints comrades (1) Muzaffar Ahmad (2)
Dharani Kanta Goswaini (3) A. Roy (4) Abdul Halim to form a sub-



committee to represent the Party in making arrangements to form
fhe united Party and to hold an All- Indla. Conference in December
next.

LEAGUE AGAINST IMPERIALISM.

This Conference welcomes the formation of the “League
Aga.mst fmpena.hsm and a.pproves of its work for the alliance of
the revolutionary working class of the imperiglist countries and the
revolutionary nationalist movements in the subject countries. It
urges the formation of a centre for conductmg the propaganda of
the League in India, and protests againsh the proscnplnox} of tk}e
pubhca.hons of the League by Government.

Thls Conference congmtu]ates the Workers Welfa.te League
of Indxa, upon “the service it has rendered for years past. to the
masses of India, and deplores the action of the Executive Council
of the All-India Trades Union Congress in breaking off. relations
with it.

—

WORKERS DEFENCE CORPS.

In view of the fact that it is the general practice with the
capitalists to try to break strikes by violence, this conference
urges upon the T. U. Movement, the necessmes of oroa,nlsmg dis-
ciplined Workers’ Defence Corps for conductmg stnkes, demonstra—
tions etc., in an effective manner.

'ORGANISATION.

Ii the Workers’ and Pea,sa,nts Party is to fulfil its role, to
form correctly and carry ouly succesfully 1ts declslons, it must pay
for more attention than hitherto “to organisation. The political
effect of the Party, and its ability to carry out its main function,
that of leadership, depends very largely on its state of organisation.
Thoroughly "organised, even if numerically -weak, the Parfy can
become a power to be reckoned with in the industrial and political
worId Wxt.hout thls condmon ‘energy " will be wasted,, and the
movement 'which the Pa,rty attempts to lead will remain chaotic and

meﬁectxve.

(1) The Party must be on such a basis that decision can he
easily ffansmitted, correctly understood and quxckly put into effect.

{



(2) 1t must be able to remgin constantly jn touch with fhe
masses; and to ascerfain quley all their trends. of thought and
action. A

(8),. It muss be able to participate actively ‘in the every day
struggle of the masses, tq shpw them $he value of fhe Parfy, and. to
xally them to itself.

(4) It must be able to receive, train and organise in #s ranks
those who agree with its policy and want to help it.

PLAN OF ORGANISATION.

Subject to alterafion upon the establishment of the All-
India Workers’ and Peasants’ Party, the following should be the plan
of organisation:—

" (1) There shsil be an Enlarged Executive Committee represent-
ing all branches and affiliated bodies, and ar Executive Commitfes
consisting of members resident within a short distance from ¢he
Central Office.

(2) Branches should be set up in Towns, Districts, Sybdivisions
and Villages under the direction of the Ezecntive Commiftes.

{3) Groups set up in Fa_ct.orieq, Railways, Mines, etc. should
work op Factory Committees.

(4) Fractions or Groups should be set ap in Trade Union
Branches, Management Committees, Executive Committees etc.
and also in Provincial Congress Commlttees. This epplies to the

T.U.C. and A.LC.C.

(5) A definite Youth Organisation should be bropght into
being to work in the existing ¥Youth movement, Trade Unions and
Congress Committees, ete.

(6) A Women’s Section musf be set up to work smong
women and organise them where possible in. Trade Unjons, and in
special women’s organisations.

OPERATION OF ORGANJSATION.

1. Study Circles must be started forthwith in order that mem-
bers may understand and correctly apply party policy. The Study
Circle should be hegun under the leadership of a member approved
by the Branch or E.C. as capable. He must subuwit a report at the
end of the course of study on the work of the gronp and the progress
of each individual.

9. Tt is essential that all Committees, Branches, and Frac-
tions should meet regularly. and keep up to date with current events,



The Executive Committee must meet at least every two weeks and
Branches and Fractions or Groups every week.

8. The entire Branch Membership shall be grouped in accor-
dance with their special party work, e. g. in Trade Union Groups,
Congress groups, Peasants groups, etc. Each member must belong
to at least one group. Each group shall appoint a group leader,
who shall;he responsible to the Central or Branch Committee
" according to size.

4. Fractions or working groups must elect a group leader
who shall be responsible fo the Central or Branch Committee.
These Fractions must carry out the decisions of an higher body.
These dicisions will be conveyed to the group by the group
leaders. After discussion and decision by the group or fraction on
a resolution or nomination official position, ete. the decisions of the
- group must be binding on the whole of the group. The work of the
party groups within the Trade Unions and Congress Commit-
tees shall in the main be guided by the programme and policy of the
party. The demands of the party must be pressed forward for accep-
tance by these bodies, it is important that adherents and new mem-
bers be gained and the propaganda of the party thus advanced. This
applies to groups operating intheT. U. C. and A. I. C. C.

5. Branch Committees :—The branch Committee shall co-or-
dinate the -entire work of the own or village and be responsible to
. the Executive Committee to which it must report all work, and
. receive instructions on general lines of policy, which it should

" convey to the groups.

6. Executive Committee:— This Committee shall coordinate the
- whole party activity. It conveys instructions on policy to the
Branches, groups, etc. and must receive report regularly from Branches
groups, etc. on work done, future meetings or organisations, election
of officers, etc. The Executive Committee shall have power to
deal with all problems, and to issue manifestoes and leads in the
name of the workers’ and Peasants’ Party.

7. Committees elected:—Branch Committees and office bear-

ers shall be the Chairman, Secretary, Executive Members and

Treasurer, who shall be elected by the whole branch membership
and with group leaders shall constitute the E. C. of branch.

8. The Execotive Committee:—This Committee shall be elected
by an annual meeting of representatives, elected by party Branches
and groups affiliated organisations.

Reporting:—It is essential that group and fraction leaders
' report after each meeting of their group or fraction, or more often,



if necessary, on work, done future work difficulties, new develop-
ments etc..,. The reports should go to Branch Committee and thence
to the E. C. The correct formulation of policy and concentration
of energy by the Branchwhole party, depends upon accurate and
complete knowledge of the statuation, obtainable only form such
reports.

Training :—New members admitted to the Party as individuals
should be incorporated in study circles as soon as possible. The E.
C. should prepare an outline syllabus suitable for a short course of
such study.

Fraction:—Should be set up in all existing Trade Unions,

Congress Committees, Youth Organisations, Peasants’ Unions
and Branches of same.

Groups:—Branch Committees and E, C. must divide work
into suitable groups, which shall co-ordinate the work of fractions,
study groups, efec.

Meetings:—In order to push forward work, and maintain con-
tact, Party meeting of all kinds must take place for more regularly
and frequently than hitherto. All committees and groups should
meet weekly at a fixed time and place.

Membership:—The basis of individual membership shall be the
acceptance of the Party programme, the payment of dues, and the
performance of organised work. Admission should be subject to the
approval of the E. C.

Affiliated bodies:—Particular attention must be paid to affiliat-
ed unions and Peasants’ associations. Affiliation to the Party
must be made a reality to the membersof the Union. Branches of
of the Union should be affiliated to the local branch of the Party
and close relations established. Party members, must undertake
the political education of the affiliated members, and must assist the
organisation especially at periods of struggle. Fraction building
within the affiliated body must be carried on vigorously, as the only
guarantee for the hold of the Party policy upon the organisation is
the existence within it of a strong fractions of Party members.

Discipline:—It is essential for Party work that individuals
should observe the requirements of a Party discipline. Decisions
once taken by the appropriate organ of the Party, must be obeyed.



THE WORKERS AND PEASANTS' PARTY OF BENGAL

CONSTITUTION.

1998,

1. NAME :—The name of the Party is the Workers' and
Peasants’ Party of Bengal. 1t will be styled in Bengali as Bangiya
Krishak-O-Shramic Dal.

N. B.—This party shall be the integral part of the Workers’
and Peqsants’ Party of India which is yet to be formed.

2. OBJECT :—The object of the Party is the attainment of
Complete Independence from British Imperialism and thorough demo-
cratisation of India based on economic and social emangcipation and
political freedom of men and wornen.

3. MEANS:—The rallying the People to'Mass Action will
be the principal means for the attajnment end realisstion of the
above objects.

4. EXTENT :—The activities of the Pgrty will extend to
the entire province of Bengal and the Bengali speaking districts of
Assam and Bihar & Orisss.

5. MEMBERSHIP -—(a) The membership of the Party
shall be of two kinds. )

(1) Individual and (2) Affiliated.

(b) Any person not below the age of 18 years who will subs-
cribe to the object, constitution and programme of yhe party may be
taken in as an individual member of the party subject fo the appro-
val of the Executive Committee. Every indiyidual member, except
students aud women will hawve to become & member of some workers’
or peasants’ union within two months of this becoming & member
of the Party. '

‘(¢) The Executive Committee of the Party gllhll have power
to affiliate with it any workers’ or peasants’ union which is in sym-
pathy with the object and programme of the Party. The Party
shall undertale the work of giving the members of affiliated unions
class-conscious education in trade unionism and polities, and shall
assist the work of the unions by advice and propaganda.

6. SUBSCRIPTION :=(a) Each individual member of the
Party shall pay in advance an annual subscription of Rupee Onbe.



In the case of the individual being & worker or a peasant the subs-
cription will be Four Annas annually. The Executive Committee
may exempt any body from subscription if it thinks so desirable.

«.(8) Affiliated organisations shall have to pay snnually at the
rate of One Pice per member with a minimum of Rs. 5/- No organisa
“tion shall be compelled to pay more than Rs. 50/- annually.

MANAGEMENT.

7. (a) The work of the Party shall be conducted in the
following way :—

There shall be held an Annual Conference of the Party. This
Conference or the Congress of the proposed “Workers’ and Peasants’
‘Party of India"” shall direct and control the policy and programme
of the Party.

(b) The Annual Conference of the Party shall be held with
all individual members and affiliated societies so long as the member-
ship of the Party does not reach a sufficient number. With the
growth of members the Conference shall be held with individual
members and delegates of the affiliated unions.

(¢) SPECIAL CONFERENCE :—In case of emergency the
Enlarged Executive Committes or the Executive Committee shall
have power to summon a special Corference, one third of the mem-
bers of the Enlarged Executive Committee or two-thirds of the
members of the Executive Committee agreeing such a Special Con-
ference may be convened.

(d) ENLARGED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE :—There
shall be an Enlarged Executive Committee of the Party. This
Committee shall be constituted within one month after the Annual
Conference or meeting of the Party. The members of this Committee
shall be elected from amongst the individual and affiliated members,
the affiliated unions and branches of the Party electing one repre-
sentative for every 1000 members, provided that every affiliated
union or branch shall in any event elect one representative.

(¢) 1f between two annual elections there is vacancy in the
Enlarged Executive Committee of the representatives of any affiliat-
ed union or if any new union is affiliated the affiliated union
concerned shall elect some of its members to fill up the vacancy or
to represent it thereon as the case may be and if there is a vacancy
of representative of the individual members the Enlarged Executive
Committee shall fill up the vacancy by nominating a member from
amongst the individual members.

() The work of the Party shall be conducted under the
guidance of the Enlarged Executive Committee which shall meet
every three months.



()] Whenever required the Executive Committée on its
own motion mdy, orif requisitioned in writing either jointly or
separately by one fifth of thie inembers of the Enlargéd Exeoutive
Committee must, convene a meeting of the Enlarged Executive
Committee. Fifteen members of the Enlarged Executive Committes
shall form & quorum for the purpose of a meeting,.

(k) Executive Committee:—There shall be an Executive
Committee of the Party elected every year from amongst the indivi-
dual 41d affitiatéd members, résiding in or near Calcutts during the
Party’s annual conference.

(i) ¥ibotween two dlections there i any vatancy in the
Exéctitive Committee the Commniittée shall fself fill Wp the Va,ca.ﬂcy
from among the individual or affiliasted tnembers.

(/) The Executive Committee shall be entrusted to carry
out the programme of Work of the Party and % shall be rbsponsible
to the Enlarged Exécutive Cotnmiittee Hor its work. ‘The Exécutivé
Committee shall ‘submit sn ‘Snhusl Yeport of its work &uly passed
by ‘the Enlafrge& Execuhve Committée to the Annual Conference
of the Party.

(k) For facilitation of works ‘there shall be differerit groups
in‘the Exdcutive ‘Comimiftéd. The ‘membeis of 'tHe Executive
‘Committee ‘shall not exdeed twenty wndfive methbers of it shall
%oim 'a quorumh for the ‘purpose 6f & thedfiilg. The Executive
‘Committee shall ‘mebt 4t least diice ‘per ‘motth.

() The member of the Executive Committee shall a.uto-
‘matically be conmdered as ‘metibors df ‘the "Bnlargell Exeoutive
‘Coimmittee.

(m) office Bearers:—The Exedutive -Committee shall ‘elect
from its members one Chairman, two Viece-Chairmén, one General
Secretary, two or more Group or Sectional Secretaties and one
Treasurer.

BRANCHES,

8. {a) 'A branch'of the Party shall be ostablished under the
supervision of the Exécutive Committee ‘in -any ‘town or village
where there are twelve membaérs.

(6) The branch shall eleot a -secretary, -chairman, -treasurer
and branch committea.

(¢) The branch secretary shall receive instructions from the
Executive Committee and shall report on braneh achvmes ete., to
the Executive Committee, at least monthly.

(4) Branches of affiliated unions shall be affiliated ‘to thie
local branch of the Purty and shall be represented on its committee.



(¢) The Secretary and Treasurer of the branch shall eollect
subscriptions from the members. Funds collected shall be alloca-

ted as decided mpon beiween the Branch Committee and the

Ezxecutive Commxmee
-

47] The branch comm;t&ee sha.ll subject. to the direction of

the Execntive Committee, supervise snd. direct all Party work and
propaganda within its area.

RULES

9. (@) The Enlarged Executive Committee shall have power
to frame geners] rules for earrying out the programme of the Party.

() Every member of &he Executxve Committee and the

Enl&rged HExeeutive Committee sha.ll have to raise some subscnp-
tion for the Party.

() Any member of the Excu(nve Committee who fails to
sttend four successive megtings shall automatically cease to bea
‘member.

The Peasants’ and ‘Workers Party of Bengal.
Report of The Executive Committee, 1927=1928.

_ _‘History of the Pacty :—The Executive Gommittee, in present-

ings fits report of work done to the Party Confergnce has thought
fit to deal with the whole history of the Party from its formation,
since no.report has:previonsly been issued.

The original motive of the formation of the Party as a group
within the National ‘Congress, wae dissatisfaction at -the stagnation
-of the‘Congress, and the -apparent inability -of its-leaders-to originate
-any ‘friitful pdlicy, and ‘4t the same-time \indignation at the way in
swhich-the Congress and the Swaraj Party were dominated and used
for their own ends-ertirely by the-landlord and capitalist classes.

The Party came into existence .a8.the ‘Labour Swaraj Party

of the Indian National Congress,” on 1st November 1925, and a

:provisional eonstitution and.statement of policy were issued over

tthe signature of Quazi Naarul Islam. The statement -declared that,
all other meonns for attaining.indeperidence baving /failed, - the Party

will seek to achieve Swaraj and the salvation of the country by the

organisition 6f Tabour.and Peasantry, who‘form eighty per cent of

‘the population, so that they may .wrest ‘freedem from the hands of
vested interests by their own might and for -their own interests.

The’Party would fight ' for - the -economic interests of workers and
peasants and would support candidates-for legislatures who would

put these items in their programmes. It proposed also to send its

PR



own members into the legislatures, and to co-operate when possible
with other organisations engaged in National service. Party
members were allowed to be members of the Swaraj Party.

The chief among those who were identified with the founda-
tion and early work of the Party were Comrade Shamsuddin Husain,
of Birbhum, who has since died, Comrade Hemanta Kumar Sarkar,
who has left Bengal, Comrade Qutbuddin Abmad, who has left the
Party, and Comrade Quazi Nazrul Islam, who is politically inactive.

An All-Bengal Tenants’ Conference was held on 6 February
1926 at Krishnagar, under the Presidentship of Dr. Naresh Chandra
Sen Gupta, M. A, D. L. Many representatives of peasants and tenants
were present, and several members of the Labour Swaraj Party. It
was decided forthwith to form the “Peasants’ and Workers' Party
of Bengal,” in which the Labour Swaraj Party was merged, and a
committee was elected with Dr* Naresh Chandra Sen as Chairman
and Comrades Hemanta Kumar Sarkar and Qutbuddin Abmad as
socretaries respectively of the peasants’ and workers’ sub-committees,
A constitution was approved and published, embodying the main
points of policy of the Labour Swaraj Party.

The second conference of the Party was held in Calcutta
on 19 and 2(') February 1927 under the presidency of Comrade Atul
Chandra Gupta M. A., B. L., when an address of welcome ;was given
to Comrade 8. Saklatwala, M. P. Aboult 40 members were present,
‘and about 300 visitors. A new programme of demands and organisa-
tion was ddopted.

Organisation and work :—During 1926 the membership
remained at about 40, and was confined to Calcutta, except for the
branch at Mymensingh. (The “Mymensingh Peasants’ and Workers’
Party” had been in existence for some time before the formation of
the Labour Labour Swaraj Party, and on the formation of the Bengal
Peasants’ and Workers’ Party it entered as a branch). The national
movement was still in a state of apathy and disorganisation, and
funds being short and the political level of the membership low, the
Party was able to make little progress. - .

In 1927 conditions generally improved. New life. began to
appear, if slowly, in the Labour and political movements, and the
Party was able to efiect a certain amount of substantial work.

(1) In the labour field: (¢) The Party conducted propaganda
- among the Jute workers, in conjunction with the “ Bengal Jute
Workers' Association.” The President Vice-President and General
Sccretary of the Association are Party members, and it affiliated to
the Party in October 1927. Re-organisation and extemsion of the
work of the Ass)ouiation are now being carried on.

¢
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(o) Party members are ‘engaged in re-estsblishing the
“ Dakeswari Cotton Mill Workers' Union ” gb Dacea.

(c) Party members are reorganising according to Trade Union
principles the “ Bengal Glass Workers’ Unign.

(@) In January 1928 under the auspices of the Party was
for 1ed the  Scavengers’ Union of Bengsl,” begun at Caleytta,
vut branches already formed at Howrah and’ Daqca., an gne in
process of formation at Mymensingh. A syccessful strike was fought
by the Caleutta Scavengers in March.

(¢) Party membpers have established the * Workers’ Pro-
tection Laague,” which has contested in court many caseés under the
Indian Workmen’s Compensation Act.

() Tn Decomber 1927, Party membera rendered assistanee in
organisation and propaganda in the sprike of d.ock-workats ak
Calcytta.

., [9) Bome Party members went fo swdy the sityation ab
Kharagpur during ghe dispute of Qctober agnd November 1927,
but in the absénce of glose contact with the men, and with jn-
adequate resources, were upable tq fgke any useful action. In
the conflict which developed between the leaders, both sides
seemed to he adopting wrong taotics, for improper motives, and
the men, in spite of their great fight, achieved only a very partial
S“CLSSS

(%) In the prolonged conflict between the {wo rival Tra.de,
qnion Federations, the Party has seen no reason to take up a
ppsition on either side. It is, however, in favonr of strengthening
the association of Bengal Trade Unions, and now that; the dispyte
has apparently ceased, it, will urge all unjons with which it is coneet-

ed to affiliate. .

(2) In regard ta peasants: A new branch of the Party has
been formed recently to cover Atia and Tangail, and it is making
rapid progress. (In the Tangail sub-division of the Mymensingh
1Dist;ri.ct,, the Governmenf, in agreement with the zamindars has
declared “ Protected Forest” an ares of 104 square miles, covering
104 villages, and & population of over one lakh. The villagers have
been prevented from cutting trees, grazing cattle, fishing, etc.,
and even from carrying goods or driving carts along roads. The
object of the policy is to cause the area to revert to forest, which
owing to its timber etc. will be more profitabhle. Cultivation is
slready decliving, disease increasing, and if the policy is allowed to
continue, the area will be depopulated within a short time.)

Nevertheless the Peasants’ and other sub-committees of the
Party have not worked, while the workers’ sub-committeee has acted



only in an unerganised manner. As the work of the Party extends,
the efficient operation of the Central Office and its departments will
become essential, and they should be put a sound footing at once.

During the year the individual membership increased, and is
now 125, consisting of peasants and intellectuals in about equal
proportions, with a few workers. A branch of the Party is to be
established shortly at Dacca. The affiliated membership, including
branch membership, is over 10,000. The numbers, social composition,
activity and political education of the members are far from satis- -
factory, but some ptogress has been made in all these respects.

Relations with other organisations :—A few of our members
were able to attend as delegahes the Delhi and Cawnpore Sessions of
the All-India Trade Union Congress (March and November 1927)
and in agreement with comrades from Bombay and the Punjab were
able to press our point of view with some success. Two of our.
members are in the Executive Council of the Trade Union Congress..

TThree of our merbers were elected in 1927 to the Bengal
Provincial Congress Committee, and two to the All- India Con-
gress Commrittee. At the Madras Séssion of the Congress
(December 1927) with comrades from - Madras, Bomby, Ajmer-.
Merwara and the Punjab, we formed s fraction which was able
to give effective expression to our views in the subjects committee.

B

At the Dacca Young Men’s Conference in August 1927, one
of our , members was elected to presxde over the Workers’ and

Pea,sa.nts section.

- Publications: —On 16 December 1925 the “Langal™ ( Plongh )
was' started as a Bengali weekly paper, the organ  of the Labour
Sv'va;}raj Party. -Qutbuddin Ahmad provided all the initial expenses
and'Quazi Nazrul Islam cenducted it. Fifteen issues were published,
the ia,st. on 15th April 1926. It was stopped owing to financial
embarrassment. It reappeared under the naine “Ganavani” (Voice-
of the People ) the official organ of the Peasants’ and Workers”
Party, on 12 August, and was edited by Muzaffar Abmad. Nine
numbers appeared, the last on 12 October 1926, when it ceased
publication owing to lack of money, and tLe ill-health of the editor-
and the manager. Again from 14 April to 27 October 1927,
93 numbers appeared, and publication then ceased for lack of money.-
The paper was able fo run only because of the assistance of many
comrades, among whom should be mentioned Dr. Naresh Chandra
Sen, who gave Rs. 170, and Comrade Atul Chandra Gupta, who
gave Rs. 50. Qutbuddin Ahmad also suffered much loss on account

of the paper.

, Both papers, which were intended primarily fot the student
class, intellectuals, etc., were partly propagandlst partly agltatwnal )
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At the beginning we had a circulaftion of about 5000, but after the
Hindu-Muglim riots of 1926, it decreased cqnsiderably. Neverthe-
less we were successful in creating an étmosphere in Bengal.
favourable to the ideas of the Party.
.

The Bengali weekly “Jagaran” (Awakening), published from
Kustia in the Nadia District,though not a Party organ,is conducted
by a Party member, and supports our policy.

(2) In April 1926, on the occasion of the first communal riot,
two manifestoes in Bengali, and one in Urdu, were issued, giving &
clear account of the origin and consequences of communalism. In
December 1927 the Party published in English a manifesto addressed
to the Indian National Congress. Copies were circulated at Madras,
and in other provinces. It urged the Congress to declare for uncon-
ditional Boycott of the Simon Commission, not to be obsessed with '
the necessity of unity with the hesitating bourgeois parties, but to
declare boldly for complete independence, and to call for a National
Consfituent Assembly, based upon universal suffrage, and to adopt
a.programme of popular demands to rally the people.

Parties in other Provinces:—In 1926 was formed in Bombay
a “Congress Labour Group,” which in 1927 changed its name to
Workers’ and Peasants’ Party of Bombay. For some months in
that year it published. “Kranti” ( Ravolution) a workers’ weekly
paper in Mahratti. Some members of the Party have from time
to time met and corresponded with the Bombay comrades for the
purpose of common action and the formulation of common policies.
Similarly the Party has been in touch with .the Workers’ and
Poasants’ group at Lahore, which published an Urdu weekly
“Mihnatkash” (Worker), and the group at Amritsar which publishes
“Kirti” (Worker), a Gurumukhi monthly, and has recently started
» monthly Urdu “Kirti.” It is proposed to form a joint Committee
to decide upon the formation of an All-India Workers’ and Peasants’
Party, and to hold an All-India Conference.

Policy:-The policy pursued by the Party has been in the
qmin that laid down at its formation—to work, in alliance so far,
as possible with other national bodies, for the development of a
mass movement for national frecedom of the workers and peasants,
based upon their economic and general interests. In regard
to communalism, we have proposed not to abolish or limit it.
by agreement, & policy which inevitably fails and does more"
barm than good, but to undermine it by the creation of a move-
ment based on the genuine interests of the masses. The policy
proposed by us in connection with the Commission agitation
have been dealt with above. We have tried to draw the Trade
Union movement into politics in an anti-imperialist direction.
We have approached- the Youth by pointing out that the



Darty policy is the only one capable of attaining mafidnal free-
dom and democratic instifutions, and that the policy of other
nationalist parties is calculated to attain no more than minor
concessions, and in addition is indifferent to the welfare of the
great majority of the nation. Our policy and tactics in connec-
tion with the national movemeat gnd the Congress require careful
determination. On the bne hand we have noq been sufliciently
aggressive.  Especially ln the absence of pur organ, the Party
policy has not been brought suf’ﬁcwntly before the public which
has been allowed to suppose that on sych jmportant gquestions as
the Boycott of the Simon Commission, or the Boycott of British
goods, we had no policieg at all, or none different from those of the
Swaraj Party. On the gther hand we must be careful not to gppose
the National Congress without sufficient definition of our opinions,
or we shall enable our opponents to ¢laim that we are gnti-Congress,
or even antinational, and that we stand merely for the sectional
claims of labour. Recgnt developments in the policy of the Congress
leaders, their action !in connection with the Scawengers' strike
(recruiting)blacklegs) gtc., show that therejs s tendency ot mobilise
nationalist sentiment pgainst us a Fascist manner. It is nnnecesgary
to say that this develppment may bscom an extremely dangerous
one for us and for the movement. We must maintain eur alliance
mth as large astratt.m as possible of the middle class, and can
ally with any section, Wha.tever itg social bagig, which fights against
imperialism. The basis of our opposition to the Swaraj Party is not
that it is bourvems, bub that ip is not wholg-heartedly for national
mdependence This must be made g¢lear in pur propaganda.

Our duty :—Nevertheless our task in the coming year lie
mainly in the sphere of organisation. The revivs] of the nationalist-
and labour movements will be fruitful only of if is accompained
by the growth of a Party. The increased works work required of
us will only be possible on the basis of g larger membership and
an improved organisation. Our membership mugt be increased,
especially from the working class, study circles must be  instituted,
and our whole apparatus tightened up. We musf pay particular
attention to the organisation of groups of our members who are also
mernbers of other organisations, Trade Unions and their committees,
Peasant Societies and their committees, Congress committees,
Youth organisations, etc., sa that our policy may be put forward
to the members of these bodies in a systematic manner. Finally
all Party comimittees, central or local, branches, groups, fractions
etc., must make a point of meeting frequently and regularly and
of reporting their activities. Without these things, the Party
work, as distinct from the work of the individual members, cannot
go on.

Representative Abroad :—In April 1927, the general Secretary
of the Party, S. N. Tagore was sent to Europe to study the labour
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political and movements. e has studisd particularly in germany. -
I October T927 ag invitation was received from the Fefleration of

Russian Rural Co-operatives to send & representative to' take part i

the celgbration od the 10th anniversary of the Russiax Revolutions:

As the time was short, and passports are difficult to obtain, eomrads

Tagore was asked by us to represent us. He was hawever, not

able to do so.

Llass Stroggle Victims :—Two of our comrades of the Cownpore
Bolshevik Conspiracy Case, S. A. Dange of Bombay, and Shaukat
Usmani of Bikaner, were released in the period under ‘review.
Comrads Muhammad Shaﬁque, of N. W. Frontier Prov:m:e, after
suffering fhree years' imprisonment for conspiracy, and 18 months”
detention in his native village, was also released. Comrade
Ramchandra Rapur of Labore, the first editor of * Mihnatkash,”
was sentenced to six months imprisonment for sedition and was
released in February 1928, Comrades P, Spratt of the Labour
Research Depa,rtmenb London, and 8. S. Mirajkar, Secretary of the:
Workers' and Peasants’ Party of Bombay, were prosecuted for the
publication of a pamphlet “India and China,” but were acquitted.
Comrade Malik Fazl-i-Ilahi Qurban of Lahore, was sentenced in

" August 1927 to five years’ imprisonment, redaced on appeal to
three, for conspirddy, he having beéd a student of the Eastern
University of Moseow. Comrade D. Campbell of the' Communist -
Party of Great Britain was sentenced in March 1927 to 18 months’
imprisionment for being in posssssion: of a counterfeit passport, ete.

Comrade. Muhammad Akbar Khan is still in prison, having been
sentenced in 1921 to three yéars, énd in 1922 to sevén more years'
imprisonment for conspiracy. -

Qur Mails:—The Executive Committee desires to make a
public protest against the petty persecution suffered by the Party
at the hands of the C. I 1. Our mails, especially foreign mails, are
not delivered to us properly. They are always late, and often not
delivered at all. A registered cover posted to us in Bombay on 11th
February has not been delivered yet:. A second  registered and
insured cover posted later was so long delayed befors delivery that it
was useless for its original purpose. The Federation of Russian
Rural Co-opemtwes sent us two telegrams in Beptember and October
1927. The first was not delivered, and the second arrived too late

to be of uses The General Secretary sent us by M.O. from Germany
in December last £40 which he had collected far the pubication of a
paper for { ute workers. It has not yet been delivered. A similar
sum sent to Bombay for a Textile workers’ paper has also not been
received. iAll periodicals sent from abroad, whether proscribed or
not, are withheld ( except the “Press Reports” of the I. F.F. U.)
Our protosts to the authorities are met with prouuses of “inquiry”,



and a denial of our assertion that the C. I. D. interferes. We have
our own ocular evidenee to prove that the C. I. D. offiecrs habitually
search the. mails. In some cases ignorant persons are employed at
this work, who indiscriminately carry away all packages addressed to

suspects.

Proscription:—Similarly we wish to protest against the practice
of proscribing books and periodicals. Proscription has now gone so
far that it amounts to nothing short of throttling the intellectual
life of the country. Many publications of an objective and theoretical
kind are banned; a recent caseis that of “The Futureof Indian
Politics”, by Comrade M.N. Roy. Even under the present law such
proscription could not be defended in the court. A still clearer case
is that of the pamphlet “India and China”. The Government has
refused to remove the ban from it, although the author has been
judged not to be guilty of sedition in writing it. The Press and other

- defenders of the public have been lacking in their duty in not
conducting a more persistent propaganda against this and similar
tyrannical practices, which constitute a scrious obstacle to the
progress of the national movement.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
1927-28
President:
(1) Atul Chand Gupta, . A..., B. L.
Vice-President:
{2) Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, M. A, D. L.
General Secretary:
(3) Saumyendra Nath Tagore, B. a. (Abroad).
(4) Muhammad Abdur Razzak Khan (Acting).
Sectional Secretary (I.a.bour’)i
(6) Dharani Kanta Goswam?
Sectional Secretary (Peasant):
Vacant.
Membars:
(") Pyasi Mohan Das
(6) Muzaffar Ahmad



(8) Kalidas iBha,tzl'.a.cha.rya.

(9) “Faizuddin Hosain.
"(10) Quazi Nagrul Islam.

(11) Abdul Halim. -

(12) Aftab Ali. -

{13) Nirod Kanta Chalraverty.

(14) Nishi Kanta Patra.

(15) Gopendra Krishna Chakraverty.
(16) Ramesh Chandra Das Gupta.
(17) Sanat Kumar Mukherji.

The 315t March, 1928,

The Stat t of A tse
RECEIPTS. EXPENBITURE.
Subscription— Rs. m ». ZLoan— . Rs, A
March 1927 to Feb. 1928 .. 325 € Munshi Pear Muhammad .. 30 o
Donation— Travelling e 246 3
Atul Chandsa Gupta. w. 161 O Printing v 328 12
Sundries w471 3. Postage & Telegrams . 118 7
Loan ... Stationery e 25 3
Satish Chandra Bose ws 44 O General w 88 4
Qutbuddin Ahmad .30 0 - Books purchased we 37 5
S. N, Chakravarti . 50 O House Rent we 400 O
. . Cash in hand - 77
—— —_——
Total Rs, 1,081 ¢ 9 Total Rs. 1,081 ¢
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15, Aftab Ali

11. Nirod Kanta Chs.kravé:rti
12. Pyari Mohan Das

13. Sudhindra Nath Chakravarti.

APPENDIX

The demands formulated n the Sece... —ooyevee o,
“PEASANTS & WOREERS PARTY OF BENGAL"
held on the 27th February 1927,

IMMEDIATE DEMANDS
{A) Political Deinands. '

I Universal adult suffrage.

II. Reémoval of all racial and cast distinétions™

III. Complete liberty of the press, of specch and the yight

of associations.

IV. Removal of all obstacle in the path of the Trade Unions

and gutiranting to thém all the rights which would place

them on a footing of equality with the Trade Unions of

all progressive countries.

(B) Economic Demands

1. Abolition of all indirect taxes as far as practicable and
fixing the scale of Income Tax ot & progressive scale on

incomes of Rs. 200/- or over per month.

II. Abolition of landlordism and nationilisation of land.

III1. Leglslatlon permitting leasing out of agncu]tutal lands

direct to the actual peasants.



IV.

VIL

VIIIL.

IX.

XII1

II.

I

“the scale fixed exceed ten

\

Fixing the minimum scale qu the rental for all arable land
in proportion to the prod; 6 so that in no case should
l%)"u' cent. of the actual produce.

Starting of State Co-c‘)pera.ting Banks for advancing
loan to the cultivators on which the maximum rate of
interest should be 7 per cent. per annum. - This legal
rate ef interest should also be binding on those who
carry on private banking.

There should be no transfer of land in case of failure of
the peasants to pay their debt.

Measure for educating the agriculturists on the modern
seientific methods of agriculture.

Reduetion of working hours for Industurial Labour to 8
hours per day and five days and half in the week. The
women and child workers should have their working hours
still more reduced.

The establishment of National Minimum wage for the
industrial workers'by statutory measures. This should
be 33 per cent. above what is required to satisfy the
essential human needs of the workers.

Legislative measures for the institution of old age pen-
sions sickness and unemployment Insurance Funds in
every industry.

The Workmen’s Compensation Act which determines the
extent of employers’ liabilities should be liberally recast
and prompt measures should be taken to give -due effect
to it.

To compel the employers by means of legislation to
introduce the use of those improved appliances invented
for securing the workers against dangers incidental to
working in the mines and other industries.

Payment of weekly wages.
{C) Social Demands.
To drive out illiteracy amongst the masses courpletely.

Establishment of hospitals and health resorts for the
Workers and the peasants and of maternity homes for

: women workers about to become mothers.

i Measures for imparting lessons on sanitation and hygiene

to the masses.



IV. Contpel tHe employbrs to miuks ptoper Hotising akrange-
ments fol thé worketd and vharge rertd that may not be
beyord their nigahis.

V. Meast¥es Prohibitiig the employment 3f wotneh ard child
laboir on work atbenfed Wwith dangey.
VI. Legislative measures dgainst employment of children
blow the age of 14.

In view of the fact that the .only means for the successfil Work-
mg of this programme is COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE OF
INDIA FROM BRITISH IMPERIALISM the “Peasants and
Workers' Pasty” Would nevar Hesitate to work in do-operation With
all parties who are in agresinent Wwith this ideal and ready to work
for its realisation.



GANAVANI

(YOICE OF THE FEOFLE)

Bengali Weekly Organ of the WORKERS’ AND PEASANTS’
PARTY OF BENGAL.

. Published every Thursday. Price 2 pice.

Ganvani makes a scientific study of the political questions
now before the country, and lays down a @onsistent and practical

course of action for the masses.
Indispensable far the serious studept of Indisn polities.
Published at-2]1 Enropean Asylum Lane, Calcutta.

LAL NISHAN

Hindi Weekly Organ of the WORKERS' -AND ,PEASANTS’
PARTY OF BENGAL.

Published every Wednesday...Price 2 pice.
The Workers’ friend. A Newspaper of the class struggle.

A synthesis of the érials and struggles of - the workers and peasants—
jute workers, miners, dockers, railwaymen.
And a militant leadership in the fight.
No worker should miss it. All friends of labour should see
that it is distributed as widely as possible.
Published at 2/1, European Asylum Lane, Calcutta.
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A COMMUNIST'S THREE YEARS IN AN INDIAN PRISON

BY

S. A. DANGE -

You will see here how helpless human beings are 1aid prostrate
and beaten with shoes and sticks till they bleed, how patients in
high fever are put in irons, how in the height of a Himalayan winter
men are left to freeze and die.

Full of sensations and revealations.

Price Re. 1/- only.
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