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OBJECTIVE SITUATION AND CHINESE ACHIEVEMEN'I,'S 

All this only emp_hasises the need to make an objective 
appraisal of the 'cultural revolution' taking place in China at 
pl'esent, basing ourselves on the resolutions, articles and litera
tme of the Chinese Communist Party on the same. It is neces
sary to see under what specific conditions the present cultural' 
revolution started in China; where its perplexing features stem 
from; what is the method behind this temporary frenzy of mad
ness; what the leaders of the Chinese party are seeking to· 
achieve by this mass campaign and what are the perspectives 
and what questions this raises. 

Cultural revolution taking place in a country which has. 
made its socialist revolution is indeed a source of inspiration 
to people living under the yoke of capitalism and imperialism. 

Thus, the achievements of the cultural revolution in the 
Soviet Union after the victory of the October Socialist Revo
lution, the rapid eradication of illiteracy, the spread of educa
tion among the working masses, the creation of a working-class 
intelligentsia, trained in science, technique, literature and arts, 
marvellous advance of science and technology-all this inspired 
our people and did a lot to win them over to socialism. 

The achievements of the cultural revolution in China in tho 
early years after the victory of the revolution have also been 
inspiring. 

How did Lenin define the cultural revolution in those early 
days after the October Socialist Revolution? Speaking of orga
nising the entire peasantry in cooperatives, he said, 'that pre
supposes a standard of culture among the peasants ( precisely 
among the peasants as the overwhelming mass) that cannot in 
fact, be achieved without a cultural revolution.' 

Stating that in Russia 'the political and social revolution pre
. ceded the cultural revolution,' he said, 'That very cultural 
revolution now confronts us. This cultural revolution would 
now suffice to make our country a completely socialist cotmtry; 
but it presents immense difficulties of a purely cultmal , ( for 
·we are illiterate) and material ( for to be cultured we must
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achieve a certain development of the material means, must 
have a certain material base) character.' 

LENIN'S WORDS 

Here Lenin emphasises that cultural revolution means, first 
and foremost, the creation of social conditions in which the 
achievements of culture will be really within the reach of all 
the people. In this sense cultural revolution is inseparable from 
the development of productive forces and the rapid improve
ment of the living standards of the masses for which the path 
i's opened by the socialist revolution. 

Then along with the assimilation of the best and noblest 
achieved in the past, the task of the cultural revolution is to 
create new values, to create new socialist consciousness, the 
scientific materialistic world outlook among the masses, which, 
as Lenin says, is the only 'correct expression of interests, point 
of view and culture of the revolutionary working class.' 

The Chinese Communist Party in its 8th Congress held . in 
Septembei; 1956 denned 'Cultural Revolution' along the same 
lines. In the resolution adopted by the congress, in section III 
deal9-1g with cultural and educational tasks, it is stated: 

'To carry out our cultural revolution, we must make a very 
great effort to wipe out illiteracy and to introduce universal 
compulsory primary education in a systematic and steady 
way .... 

'\Ve must continue to criticise the feudal and capitalist ideo. 
logies, bi1t we must inherit and assimilate all useful lmow
ledge, whether it is a legacy from the old China or has been 
introduced from abroad. Furthermore, we must reassess our 
splendid cultural heritage in the light of modern science and 
culture, and work hard to create a new socialist national cul• 
ture.' (People's China, Supplement to No. 22, November 1956). 

In May 1958 ·when the second session of the 8th Party 
Congress was convened, Liu Shao-chi in his political report 
again defined the cultural revolution along the same lines. It 
was defined as one of the basic points of the general line thus: 

'To carry out the technical revolution and cultural revolution 
step by step while completing the socialist revolution on the 
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economic, political and ideological fronts:· ( Peking Review, 
Vol. I, No. 14, 3 June 1958'). 

Main tasks of the cultural revolution were redefined. Apart 
from the task of wiping out illiteracy, and other tasks in the 
field of primary, higher education, research, etc., the report 
mentioned such tasks as devising written languages for national 
minoritie$ and reforming the written language _ of the Han
people ( i.e. the Chinese). An important addition was the
following: 

'To train new intellectuals and remould the old intellectuals. 
in Oider to establish a gigantic force of tens of millions of work
ing class intellectuals, consisting of technicians . who wiU 
account for the greatest number, professors, teachers, scientists, 
journalists, writers, artists and Marxist theoreticians: (ibid) 

"\,Ve have quoted this at some length in order to show how 
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party visualised the 
tasks and the scope of the 'cultural revolution' in 195� and 1956. 
The qi1estion of criticising and eradicating bourgeois and feudal 
i�l'eologies, of correcting rightist and bomgeois tendencies and 
deviation was also there. This was tackled then by running n 
Tectification campaign both inside the Party and among the 
people. 

In the field of culture and academic studies, the Chinese 
Communist Party had put forward the policy: 'Let hundred 
flowers blossom.' This ·was defined in the resolution of the 8th 
Party Congress, in the section on culture, in the following 
words: 

'In order to ensure the full :flowering of sciences and art, we 
must steadfastly give effect to the policy of "letting flowers of 
many kind blossom and diverse schools of thought contend." It 
is wrong to impose resh·ictions and arbitrary measures on 
science and art through administrative channels.' 

In 1958, the policy was modified and sharpened in the light 
of Mao Tse-tung's speech of February 1957 'On the Corred 
Handling of the Contradictions among the People'. While the 
policy of 'hundred flowers blossom', etc., was proclaimed as ·a 
scientific Marxist method of promoting constant- progress and 
advan_ce in sciences and art', and 'a method of resolving con
tradictions among the people', it was not applicable to -uttm:-

s ·  

ances and activities of those who aim to undermine socialism 
and restore capitalism. \,Vhen such 'poisonous weeds' · grnw up 
and confront the people, they are to be sharply criticised' and 
uproote?. 

ln any case, this is how the cultmal revolution was visualised 
and carried out in 1956 and even in 1958 and the struggle 
agan1st the reactionaries and, the xightists was cauied out 
tlrrough the rectification campaign conduced under the leader
ship of the CPC itself. 

III 

VEERING AvVAY FR.OM THE COHRECT PATII 

How did this sober Marxist-Leninist programme of cultural 
revolution, coupled with a mass rectification campaign, to demo
crntically and step by step fight back and eliminate the obstruc
tion and sabotage by reactionary and bomgeois rightist el�
ments, get transformed into the present campaign of mass frenzy 
with its alarming and clisash·ous features? 

}'or this, it is necessary to piece together the main develop
ments in People's China since the 8th Congress of the Commu
nist Party of China which took place in September 1956. This 
historic party congress, the first after liberation and meeting at 
a time when the first five-year plan of socialist construction wns 
being completed, correctly stated that the main victory of social
ist revolution was achieved and that the chief task now was of
'h·ansfonning China as quickly as possible from a backward
agricultural country into an advanced socialist industrial one.' 

This congress worked out the correct general line for carrying 
out this chief task The foundation of socialist industrialisation
was laid with 140 projects built with the fraternal assistance of
the Soviet Union being completed in the first five-year plan. 

The task was to push ahead steadily with socialist industrial
isation, building heavy industry side by side with consumer in
dustries and modernising agriculture, while giving pricidty to 
lltfavy industry. 
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fication campaign; by methods of 'solving confradictions · among 
the people' but have to be fought as enemies of the revolution, 
of socialism and of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

They were declared 'anH-commnnist and anti-popular coun
ter-revolutionaries', They were declared as 'schemers and 
careerists who plan to captme our bastion from within and 
stage in China the ugly drama of Khrushchov's usurpation cf 
party, army and state power' ( People's Daily editorial of 5 
June 1966). 
· The cal1 was given 'to set the great proletarian cultural revo•
lution in dynamic motion' firstly among the students and
teachers of Peking university.

'Directed by the 'working group for cultural revolution', which 
was set up by the CC to replace Peking university party com
mittee headed by the dismissed President Lu Peng, and hy 
rousing the students against 'Lu Peng and bourgeois royalists'
who were said 'to intensely hate students of worker and peasant 
origin', who 'had sabotaged socialist education movement' and 
had taken disciplinary a'Ctions against many revolutionary stu
dents and teachers, the cultural revolution movement .sta1tecl. 
with the Peking university students in the vanguard and was 
soon joined by the vast student mass from all the schools and 
colleges and educational institutes of the capital. 

This is how the present 'cultural revolution' started, mann£d 
in the main by the young students and youth. It gathered force 
in the months of June and July and in the first week of August 
10-lakh students and youth with red hands on their left arms 
and a red book of Mao Tse-tung's quotations in their right. 
hand, assembled in Peking, where the 11th Plenum of the CC 
of the Communist Party of China was meeting, which issue�l 
the 16-point directive to officially launch the great movement. 

V 

l'ROLETARIAN POLITICS AND CHINESE THOUGHT 

If the 16-point decision of the CC of the Communist Party of 
China on the 'great proletarian cultural revolution' the formula
ti<m of which, it fa emphasised, was presided over by hfao 
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Tse-tung himself, is analysed carefully, it will itself give the 
clue to the amazing excesses and enormities that have followed 
in its wake. 

The 16-point decision, the communique of the 11th -Plenun1 
of the CC of the Communist Party of China and the editorials 
:in Ho.ngqui and the People's Daily on the same subject, form 
the basic authoritative material to understand the great upheaval 
and the aims of its sponsors . 

The 'cultural revolution' is defined by the CPC leadership as 
a new stage in the development of the socialist revolution which 
�ims at transforming education, literature, art and other p.arts 
-of · the superstructure that do not corrnspond to the socialist
economic base so as facilitate the development of the socialist 
system. 

But its 'present objective' is to 'struggle. against and • ·c1:ush 
-those persons in authority who are tf\king the capitalist road and
to criticise and repudiate reactionary bow·geois a,::ademic autho
rities'. By 'those in authority' are meant 'in authority inside the
party.' It is just these who 'are putting an unprecedentedly
·strong resistance' to the cultural revolution.. This is the main
target.

,.Though 'the main force in this c1,1ltural revolution' is said to 
be '.the masses of workers, peasants, soldiers, revolutionary ju. 
tellectuals', those who are praised as 'courageous and daring 
path0breakers' and described as 'launchiqg resolute attacks on 
the open and hidden representatives of the bourgeoisie' are 
·'the large numbers of revolutionary young people pre'viol'lsly
unknov.m'. So the main force, in short. is the young students
. and teenage youths !

SITUATIONS 

Though the movement is initiated and it proceeds under the 
·general leadership of the Central Committee, it is signi�cant
that the leadership does not expect the party organisations at
a11 levels to come forward to rouse the masses for it equally
-enthusiastically.

The document states that four different types of situations
exist in the party committees. ·while one group of party com•
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mittees has leadership ,vhich will boldly rouse the masses for' 
tl1e movement, there are two more groups where the leadership 
would be more or less afraid to do so and would lag behind and 
even be an obstacle to the movement · 

In the fourth group, the leadership is of those who have taker� 
the capitalist road, they will even attack the movement. 

SHAKE-UP 

Thus, instead of party organisations at all levels leading the 
movement, the movement is to give a shake-up to the party 
organisations, so that the loyal leadership is strengthened, tlie 
vacillating ones are brought to heel and the disloyal ones are 
crushed. · . 

It is a movement of young students and teenage youths, who 
are to rouse the masses 'against old ideas, culture, customs and 
habits left over from all the exploiting classes over thousands 
of years'; they are to rouse the masses against 'bourgeois right. 
ists', 'counter-revolutionary revisionists' 'who are against Mao 
Tse-tung's thought'. 

111ey are asked to take to the streets, criticise, argue, hold de
b:ites, use big-letter posters. As for the anti-socialist rightists in 
authority in the party, they are 'to be fully exposed, liit hard, 
pulled down, and completely di<;crcdited'. 

VVarning, of course, is given that conlrndictions among the 
people themselves are to be solved in a different way than 
those between the people and the enemy. In the case of the 
former, one has to debate and reason and not use coe1·cion 
or force. 

All the same, instructions are given 'to be good at making 
revolution' i.e., act freely. Revolution cannot be gentle or re. 
fined. It is visualised that there would be clashes behveen this 
movement and other sections of the masses who are not joining 
it. Warning is given to avert this. At the same time it is stated� 
'No measures should be taken against students at universities, 
colleges, middle schools, and primary schools, because of pro:. 
blems that arise in the movement.' 
- The cultural revolutionary groups and committees, with · the
formation of which the movement began in schools and colleges,
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are declared as 'new forms of organisation whereby. . . tho 
masses educate themselves.' They are declared 'organs of po
wer of the proletarian cultural revolution' (I). These groups 
and committees are to elect delegates to rcvolutionmy cultural 
congresses and to be made into permanent organisations. 

Two central guiding slogans of the movement are 'Hold High 
the Banner of Mao Tse-hmg's Thought' and 'Put Proletarian 
Politics in Command'. Party committees and students are asked 
'to study and apply Chairman Mao's works .. . consciously an� 
in a creative way.' 

What is the proletarian politics that is put in command? We 
get the answer in tho communique of the 11th Plenum. 

·In the field of domestic politics, it is stated therein that in
China 'a situation for a new leap forward is emerging.' A great 
cultural revolution is S'\Veeping China. Mao Tse-tung's instru� 
tions for the same 'constitute an important development •f 
Marxism-Leninism'. 

During the last four years, Mao Tse-tung has raised questioni. 
of socialist revolution and socialist consb:uction which are of 
far-reaching significance for consolidating the dictatorship of 
the proletariat and socialist system in China, for preventing re
'�ionist us1.hpation of the party and state leadership and for 
preventing restoration of capitalism . . . for ensuring China's 
gradual transition to communism in the future. 

h1 the field of international politics, it is stated that 'corrum1-
rrlsm, the people, revolution and China' are faced with the 'holy 
alliance' of three evil forces. 
·•They are, (1) 'the leading group of the CPSU which is safe

guarding imperialist and colonial domination in the capitalist
world and restoring capitalism in the socialist world'; ( 2) the
US led imperialism; ( 3) the reactionaries of various countries.

WEAPONS 

· · The 1957 Moscow Declaration and the 1960 Moscow State-•
ment are not mentioned at all. Instead, the programmatic docu
ment put forward by the Communist Party of China on 14 June
1963, and the comments on the Open Letter of the CPSU
( 1963) published in Bongqui and People's Daily foully sland-
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11· 
ering the brother paities, are clec1ared as 'powerful ideological weapons against imperialism and modern •revisionism.' ·· The Soviet Union is accused of 'betraya1 on the question. olVietnam's resistance to US aggression' and it is declared t11-a.t'it is in\possible to have any united action with them.': 'This is the 'proletarian politics put in command'. This· fai:ia1'row nationalism, a gross betrayal of anti-imperialist united-?-ction, intensification of disruption. of the socialist camp anddeepening of the split in the ranks of the world communis·tmovement.· The actual course of events of the 'cultural revolution' in the}ast. two months or so and especially after it.� official inaug�a-l·Hon in, the beginning of August is well-known through repm:t�-of. tlie 1-Isinhua agency itself, as well as through reports of ey�witness corresuondents from socialist countdes, ,'• .L It is necessary here only to summate the main features ofthese events and to attempt lo answer the question as to whei:ethey are leading.The movement is claimed to eradicate the bourgeois andfeudal culture and to rouse the masses to adopt the proletarian:socialist culture. Eliminate the four 'old's and establish. tl\efour 'new's is the slogan; by which is meant root out old id·eas.,cnlhire, old customs and habits and replace them by new ones.,When the student and youth volunteers of the 'cultural revo.lution' named 'Red Guards' took to streets, they began a campaign against bourgeois influence in such things as shop an.clstreet signs, hair-dress, shoes and clothings, and gramaphone re-cords. Costly fumitme and jewellery from houses of well-to-de.c,itizens were pulled out and put on exhibition,

UN MARXIST 

Some of these things can be understood though not ele..v.ated to the statme of acts of culrural revolution. But when it €am.e to throwing out and even burning old classics from oooksl'l�J2� and replacing them by Mao's works; when it came to damaging 0ld monuments, removing pictures from around the statue o£ 'reclining Buddha'; when it came to denouncing Beethoven- a� 
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iepresenting reactionary classes, etc.-all this had nothing to dq with the Marxist conception of a cultural revolution. 
But this is what happened in the beginning and this is how 

teenagers with ill-digested Mao Tse-tung's thought began esta
blishing the supremacy of proletarian culture over bourgeois 
culture. · Secondly, it is described as a struggle against counter-revoJut!onary revisionists and bourgeois rightists who have sneakedinto the party and are in positions of authority and taking thecapitalist road. How is this struggle carried out in the fieldsof domestic policy and that of international affairs'?· In the field of domestic policy this sh·uggle against the· persons in authority in the party who are taking the capitalist road is carried out by raising to absurd lengths the cult of Mao Tsetung's thought and of the personality of Mao itself. ' The Red Guard who' are campaigning with the red book of Mao's quotations are told by 1-Iongqui: 
, �Any one who docs not act according to :Mao Tse-tung's 
thought and opposes Mao Tsc-tung's thought ... must be reso, 
lutely struggled against even to the extent of depriving hif!! of 
?'s past and dismissing from office, no matter how high his 
past, how longstanding his <1ualification' ( Peking Rev-iew, 26 
August Ht66). In the latest Ilongqni artic1e of 17 September the matter· is 
put more colourfully: · 'So soon as we use the monster detector of Mao Tse-tung's
'thought on them their true features will be exposed and they
.will be encircled by the masses who nrdently love the party and
¢hairman 'tlfao.', The 'cultural revolution' uses the cult of Mao Tse-tung's
tf\Ought to fight the danger of revisionist usurpation and to 
hull doze down all opposition and all criticism which arose. in 
the ranks of the party in the context of the economic difficulties 
and setbacks. Mao Tse-tung's thought is declared to give final and ultimate solution of all problems in all walks of life. The communique ·of the 11th Plenum .itself declares 'Mao Tse-tung the greatestMarxist-Leninist of our era-who has raised Marxism-Leninism
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to a completely new stage-Mao Tse-tung's thought i6 Marxism
Leninism of the tra in which imperialism is heading for a toaj 
collapse and socialism is advancing to a worldwide victory.'. 

It is significant to note that neither the 8th Congress of the 
Communist Party of China in 1956 nor its second session � 
1958 made · any such formulation. Granting the outs�ncling 
achievements of Mao Tse-tung in the field of theory and prac
tice, their absolute· universalisation in this way is anti-M��. 
· In the field of international relations, the 'cultural revolution'
allegedly fights revisionism by extreme escalation of its disrup.
tive activities against the unity of the socialist camp and against
the world communist movement, which found expression- in
the unseemly and provocative demonsh·ation on the street
where the Soviet embassy is situated and which was renam<�d
insultingly as 'Anti-Revisionist Street'. And this 'cultural revo
lution' which incites the masses of its own people against the
socialist camp, against the world communist movement is called
'great' and 'proletarian' I

It is amazing that the leaders of such a 'cultural revolutio:p' 
are now brazen-facedly stating that in the Soviet Union 'boµr
geois ideology' was rife even from the days of Lenin and Stalin! 
Jn the Hongqui article (June 1966) 'Long Live the Great Pre-• 
letarian Cultural Revolution', it is stated: 
. . 'After the establishment of socialist relations of production, 
the Soviet Union failed to carry out a proletarian cultural revo
lution in earnest. Bourgeois ideology ran rife corrupting tho 
minds of the people and almost imperceptibly tmdermining the 
socialist relations of production. After the deat� of Stalin, 
there was a more blatant counter-revolutionary moulding of 
public opinion by the Khrushchov revisionist group.' ( Great
Socialist Cultural Revolution in China, Pamphlet No. 4, p. 4.} 
' It has been again and again stated both in the 16-point docu� 
'ment and in H ongqui articles, that a new organisation of great 
historic significance has arisen in the course of the 'cultural re
volution'. They are the cultural revolutionary groups, commit
tees and the organisations of 'Red Guards'. They are said tn 
:be 'created by the masses themselves in the course of the <ml� 
tural revolutionary movement' (Hongqu,[, August 1966). 
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When the movement was started, the Central Committee 
lea<lership was not sure whether the party organisations at vari
-ous levels would come forward to lead it. That is why i.t was 
stated in the 16-point document that 'the outcome of this great 
cultural revolution will be determined by whether the patty 
leadership does or does not dare boldly to arouse the masses.' 
. That is why it described the four types of situations which 
we referred to earlier. In actual fact, it is the 'revolutionary 
�ttltural committees' and Red Guards who are leading the move
ment. Not everywhere they have received the support of the 
party committees and in many places they have come in conflict 
with the party organisations. For instance, the People's Daily
-editorial dated 23 August 1966 said:

'If the party organisation of any locality or unit goes �ounter
to the correct leadership of the party's Central Committee head
ed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung... why should it not be
-criticised? .... ' 

'The Red Guards, Red Flag fighting teams and other revolu
tionary organisations formed by the revolutionary students are 
lawful organisations under the proletarian dictatorship. Their 
actions are revolutionary actions, lawful actions. Anycme who 
-0p9°ses the revolutionary actions of the students directly con
travenes the teachings of Chairman Mao and the decision of 
the party's Central Committee.' ( Peking Ret:iew, 26 August 
1966). 

Pravda correspondent reported from Peking on 15 September: 
'A characteristic feature of the present activities of the Hung

weipings ( Red Guards) is the ever sharper attacks on commit• 
tees of the Chinese Communist Party at factories, educational 
-establishments, cities and provinces and also on party function
aries and government officials. The "Red Guards" directly
called for "shaking up" and purging all party committees.'
( Pra1>da, 16 September)

NEW ELEMENT 

The same correspondent reports attacks on many party func
t,jonaries in various towns by Red Guards, including beating up 
•Qf s-0me. The most amazing fact in this connection is this that
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in this extensive movement in which stt1dents and young pe�. 
ple ·are participating on a vast' scale, the "Young Communist 
League· of China" whose membership 'Was reported to .be :·20' 
million at the 8th Party Congress ( 1956) is nowhere· ill' the: 
picture. · 

The Pravda correspondent reports that the Red Guards do 
not consider the YCL any longer a militant revolutionary orga� 
nisation. The newspaper of the YCL has stopped publication· 
since 19 August. 

This confrontation of the 11.cd Guards and the revolutionary 
cultural committees with party committees and the YCL is also 
emphasised by Franco Bertone! writing in Rinasc-ita, the Italian 
Communist Party's weekly. (TASS report from Rome, 19 
September) 

Gunter Mittag in the Polit Bmeau report which he presented· 
to the 13th session of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, ptit the matter tlws: 

1t is signi:Hcant that the Chinese leaders failed to put thro.ugl� 
their line with the help of the party organisations. On the 
contrary, the reprisals are obviously :first of all directed against 
the honest cadres of the party devoted to the cause of socialism; 
The adventurous course is directed· entirely against the party 
and its leading role. 

'Under the leadership of the army therefore socalled "Mao
brigades"-th(;) committees of the cultural revolution-were crea
ted as shock-troops which are misused for all kinds of excesses, 
for brutal ten-or particularly against functionaries, against 
workers and peasants and for a regular iconoclastic campaign.' 
(Neues Deutschlancl, 18 September 1966) 

Such then are the main features of the socalled cultural revo� 
lution that is raging through the streets ,of the cities and tOWI!� 
of People's China. \II/hat are they seeking to achieve by this 
cultural revolution? 

Th_ey are proclaiming that they are eradicating old bourgeois 
and feudal ideologies and culttires, imbuing the masses witli the 
new culture and ideology of the proletariat and of socialism 
which is scienti:Hc, revolutionary, international and humanistic. 
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THE CLAIM 

They are claiming: they are · changing the superstiucture 
which no longer corresponds to socialism and are creating con
ditions to carry out socialist construction and production all the 
more speedily and efficiently. 

If this is really so then why is the cultural revolution accom
panied by shameful acts of vandalism against the great values 
of Chinese and world culture? 

'Why does it proceed under the banner of the cult of Mao 
Tse-tung and his thought raised to absurd limits? 

\i\lhy is it inseparably connected with the most rabid anti
Soviet slander campaign, with the escalation of the .disruptive 
and splitting activities against the socialist camp and the world 
communist movement? 

'Why is it proceeding amidst clashes with party committees, 
and with mass reprisals against the party cadre, and without 
the participation of the working class and the YCL? 

This turbulent campaign of the Red Guards and cultural re
volutionary committees, which is shaking the People's Republic 
of China at present and which is based on young students and 
teenage youths 'previously unknown' i.e., previously not orga
nis�d either in the 20-inillion-strong YCL or in any other youth 
organisation, is master-minded by the leading ·group of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China headed 
hy Mao Tse-tung and Lin Piao. 

The aim of this campaign, i.e., what the soc�lled 'cultural 
revoh1tion' is trying to achieve at present, is the removal from 
office and thorough discrediting of all those in position of power 
and authority in the party and in the state, who were critical of 
the policies initiated since 1958, mainly under the initiative of 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung, in the fl.eld of domestic affairs, in the 
field of foreign policy and in the field of military affairs. 

Those who were expressing this criticism were suspected to 
be influenced by the general line of the majority of the com
munist and workers' parties embodied in the 1960 Moscow 
�tatement, and by the line of socialist construction and joint 
collaboration for the same as pursued by the majority of the 
socialist camp headed by the Soviet tJnion. That is why ther 
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are being in general condemned as 'counter-revolutionary r�vi
sionists' and as seeking restoration of capitalism. 

It is significant that these inter-party differences were not 
sought to be solved by the usual method of unity-criticism-unity 
on a higher basis, by the method of rectification campaign in 
the party. The fact that a mass campaign of tMs type is used 
for the purpose shows that the resistance was fairly strong-a 
fact also emphasised in the 16-point documen_t. Even before 
the start of the cultural revolution movement, these differences. 
had led to a number of dismissals even at high places in the 
party. 

'I11e Polit Bureau report to the CC of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany presented by Gunter Mittag quoted earlier 
has given the following facts: 

'The heavy setbacks in the sphere of foreign and domestic 
policy of the counh·y have inevitably led to a deep discontent 
among the Chinese population and to differences inside the 
party right up to the central leadership. 

�Chinese leaders took measures in the years rne4 and 1965 . to
smash the growing opposition: 

He states further that these differences first bmst out inside
tlle army. There were sharp criticisms of the recent military 
policy of Mao Tse-tung and Lin Piao, especially of the 'People·s: 
·war' thesis of the latter, in a meeting of political workers in

the army held in the beginning of 1966.
After these critics were publicly reprimanded, the leadership

of the army with the Defence Minister and Polit Bureau member 
Lin Piao at the head, took over the role of initiating the cultural! 
revolution. It is well-known that it is the Liberation Army
Daiiy which published the first articles attacking the Peking 
group of ·wu Han and Teng To and calling for a cultural re-
volution. 

Mittag then states: 
'There were mass reprisals which affected numerous leading

fonctionaries, among them were also members of the party lead
ership; dozens of party committees in provinces, towns, univer
sities and institutions were dissolved. A great number of pa�-ty 
functionaries, editors _of 'newspapers, leading intellectuals etd., 
were dismissed, slandered and denigrated. Only ·after these pre---
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1Jaratory actions was. the 11th Plenary Session of the Central 
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party convened, where 
tlie most extremist forces obviously prevailed.' ( N eues Deut-
�chland, 18 September 1966). 

It appears that it was in the course of this preliminary purge 
that Polit Bureau members Peng Te-hwai and later Peng Chen 
were removed. The present course of the 'cultw-al revolution' is 
p�:eparing the' ground for fm-ther purges directed against the
critics. But the main question to answer is: what trends will 
thus be strengthened in the policies of the People's Republic of 
China? 

In the field of domestic policy, the trend that will be 
stl'engthened will be the one which in the name of 'great leap 
forward' neglects the socialist principle of material incentive
and tries to skip over necessary stages of socialist construction. 
Tl1is is the trend which in the name of self-reliance repudiates. 
the principle of fraternal economic collaboration between 
socialist states, which is tho only guarantee of achieving the
supe11iority of the socialist system over capitalism and the 
speedy s0cinlist development in each state of the socialist 
camp. 
; In the field of foreign policy, it would mean fmther escala-

tifim of slanderous attacks dn the Soviet Union and other social
ist counb·ics, :intensification of splitting activities vis-a-vjs the 
socialist camp and in the world communist movement, persist
�nt repudiation of any united action with the Soviet Union and 
other social'ist slates against US aggression in Vietnam. Alt 
these can only bring grist to the mill of US imperialist -aggres
sers and its war provocations. 

, In the field of military affairs, what would be strengthened 
is a policy based on nationalistic ambitions and adventurism 
and a repudiation of the principle of coordinating the forces: 
and res0urces of the socialist states in this sphere so as to 
create a preventive guarantee against imperialist aggression 
and for maintaining world peace. 

In the past this led to such actions as the repudiation of the 
partial test-ban treaty, escalating the India-China border dis
p\1fe into an aggressive clash, abetting the adventurist tactics. 
in Indonesia leading to a disaster, pouring oil on the fire of 
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Indo-Pak con.Bict over Kashmir, and it may in the future lead 
:to other adventures, as well. 

That is just the reason why the overwhelming majority of 
the communist and workers' parties look upon the course of 
·'cultural revolution' in China with concern and alarm. The
developments will create greater difficulties for the world com
munist movement, will weaken the ranks of the anti-imperialist
front, temporarily discredit socialism in the eyes of the peoples
,of the capitalist world, and help the game of the imperialist
:aggressors.

VI 

LENIN'S TEACHINGS FORGOTTEN BY CHINESE 
LEADERS 

On 1 October, fo Peking and all over the People's Republic 
,of China, the 17th anniversary of the victory of the great 
·Chinese revolution was celebrated. The 'Red Guards' had been
asked not to display their big letter posters in public places on
that day-especially those dealing with international politics.
They had been asked to lobby the foreign guests and explain
to them the meaning of the 'cultural revolution'.

Communists and democrats all over the world greeted the 
.anniversary of this historic event. On that day 17 years back, 
the 700 million people of China, having achieved their national
democratic revolution, joined the great socialist Soviet Union, 
which had become a powerful socialist industrialised state and 
was joined by a number of people's democracies after the 
farmer's historic victory over fascism. On that day the power
ful socialist camp embracing one-third of the world's popula
tion came into existence and decisively changed the balance 
,of forces in the world in favom- of socialism. 

On this anniversary, celebrated against the background of 
the regrettable events and course of the 'cultural revolution', 
•our thoughts go back to th� prophetic statement that Lenin
made 43 years ago.
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Writing in 1923, less than a year before his death, Lenin 
said that 'the final outcome of the world struggle ... will in the· 
last analysis be determined by the fact that Russia, India, China 
etc., account for the overwhelming majority of the population 
of the globe ... ' which 'during the past few years has been 
d.r'awn into the struggle for emancipation with exh·aordinary· 
rapidity.' In this sense, he said, the complete victory of social
ism was fully and absolutely assured. 

At that time when these prophetic words were wdtten, the· 
Soviet Union was just beginning its march towards socialist 
construction and India and China were both rising against 
colonial. domination that chained the creative power of their 

millions. 
After the victory of the Chinese revolution, and in the period' 

of its first :five-year plan, when People's China, with the frater
nal assistance of the Soviet Union, embarked on the road to• 
socialist consh1.1etion, and creative energy of its millions, under 
the leadership of tl1e great Chinese · Communist Party began 
to achieve rapid progl'ess in technical and cultural revolution, 
communists and democrats all over the 'world and especially 
in India looked forward to th� perspectives of Lenin's pro-
1:>hesy being realised. 

Close collaboration in economic, political and military fields 
between the socialist Soviet Union, with its advanced industrial 
and technical power on the one hand and the People's Repub
lic of China with the creative revolutionary energy of its 700' 
million strong people liberated and advancing in socialist cons. 
tFuction on the other, was bound to immensely strengthen the 
socialist system and accelerate the pace of socialist develop
ment in China itself. 

TRAGIC IRONY 

That was bound to influence favomably the struggle for 
national liberation and for democracy and socialism in the 
remaining colonial and the newly-independent countries, as 
was our experience in India itself. 

But after 1959-60 and particularly after 1962-63, the leader
ship of China began to extend its political and ideological 
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diHerences with the CPSU and with the fatemal communi<;.t 
parties to the state plane, a break occurred in that collabora.
tion. The present 'cultural revolution' has raised this break to 
the level of a disastrous confrontation. 

It is a tragic irony that Mao Tse-tung's thought which once 
was a brilliant application of Marxism-Leninism to the con
crete eA1)Crience of the Chinese revolution and scored signi
ficant achievements in tJ1e early years, has now become the 
theoretical justification of this disastrous confrontation. 

This makes a mockery of Lenin's prophesy and it is just at 
this time that Mao Tse-tung's thought is being proclaimed as 
the summit of Marxism-Leninism, by its cult-makers! 

Imperialism and reactionaries all over the world, including 
the reactionaries in India rub their hands in glee at this con
frontation because they are enemies of socialism and progress. 
But communists and democrats in India, as elsewhere, arc 
determined to fight for the unity of the world communist move
ment, for the unity of the socialist camp, for the unity of all 
anti-imperialist forces in the world and against policies that 
disrupt these, in the firm belief that this confrontation must 
end if the world struggle for socialism and democracy and 
peace is to advance and be victorious. 

32 

• 

APPENDIX 

National Council Resolution: 

RECENT EVENTS IN PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
CONNECTED WITH THE SO-CALLED 'GREAT 

PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION' 

The national council of the Communist Party of India 
shares the grave concern expressed by the overwhelming 
-majority of the communist and workers' parties of the
world, at the regrettable developments in the People's
Republic of China, since June this year and particularly
after the decisions of the 11th plenum of the 7th CC of the
Communist Party of China (beginning of August 1966) on
the so-called 'great proletarian cultural revolution'--deve
lopments which place a weapon in the hands of the impe
rialists and reactionaries to discredit communism.

This 'proletarian cultural revolution' which was initiated 
by Mao Tse-tung and Lin Piao, as a frenzied mass movement 
of the teenage youth and students, was later sponsored by 
the 11th plenum of the CC of CPC and proclaimed as 'a new 
.stage in the development of the socialist revolution'. It was 
supposed to eliminate old culture, ideas, customs and habits 
of the bourgeoisie and other exploiting classes and to estab
lish the culture, ideas, customs and habits of the proletariat 
as a sound basis for building socialism. In practice, however, 
the campaign started with a frantic campaign of destruc
tion and attack on values of old Chinese and world culture, 
burning of books and destroying statues and sculptures. 
This included condemning and banning classical works of 
Balzac, Tolstoy, Shakespeare, etc., as bourgeois, and the 
works of music by Beethovan, Bach, Mozart, etc., as devoid 
of class struggle. This included violent and unseemly mass 
demonstrations before the embassies of Soviet Union and 
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