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a ration of 6 oz can be assured to the people of Kerala as well ·I
as the people of Madras, Andhra, etc., they will be satisfied. 
That is the universal feeling in Kerala. 

Some very atrociously stupid arguments have been used in 
this debate by very· intelligent people like Subramaniam and 
Brahrnananda Reddy. Is there no end to pampering Kerala ?­
they have asked in effect by pointing out that in certain parts 
of Andhra and Rajasthan the availability is not even 4 oz of 
grain. Whose fault is it?, We have every sympathy for the 
starving people in parts of Rajasthan and Anclhra, no less iii 

than for starving people in Kerala. They are all Indians-our J 
brothers. 

If in any part of the country the availability of foodgrains 
is below 12 oz it is a sign of maldistribution, for no economist 
of repute has put down !lie per capita availability of food­
grains in India at present al· less than 13.5 oz. So if in Andhra 
or Rajasthan or any other p:1rt of the co11nlry there i� star-
vation, it means only that the govrrnmcnt should take step.s 1 to introduce rationing and procurrmcnt all over the country, l 
and not that Kerala also should be starved. 

Finally a word about procurement in Kerala. It has become 
the practice for the apologists of government policy, especially 
hailing from Madras, to point out that when the Kera1a 
government has failed to procure even 2.5 per cent of the 
marketable surplus of rice in the state, it have no right to 
insist upon getting rice from Madras where the government 
have succeeded in procuring about 50 per cent of the market­
able surplus. But it is very difficult to believe rhis claim of 
Madras in rhe absence of any authoritative pronouncement from 
the union government. 1311t that apart, it should be made per­
fectly clear tbat the left parties in Kcrala who have led the 
food agitation are no less anxious to make procurement in 
Kerala as effective as possible. But· Kcrala unfortunately is 
under president's rule and if procurement· there is not effective 
the responsibility is Shri Subramaniam's. We are for monopoly 
procurement and nationalisation of wholesale trade in Kerala 
also. Let, there be no doubt about it. 

'I 

i 

_i 

l 

/) 

J 

' 




