
and bribery they make a mockery of free and fair elections and 
gather votes for themselves. Only in the midst of highest 
political upsurge and mass activity do these evil practices fail 
to achieve their objectives of rigging elections. 

In spite of its control of state power, the Congress party has 
never secured the majority of votes in any national general 
election. Thanks to the absence of proportional representation, 
the Congress, however, succeeded in securing for itself over­
whelming majority of the seats in the Lok Sabha and state 
assemblies. This basically undemocratic arrangement has 
enabled the Congress to rule the country all these years even 
though the majority of the voters have eve1y time recorded 
their verdict against it. 

The working of the state machine does not even reflect the 
opinion fully expressed in Parliament. The administration is 
run by virtually irremovable bureaucrats alien to the ways of 
democracy or ethics of good public life. These top bureaucrats 
have become power-centres and they are in a position even to 
bypass and deceive our legislatures. Hundreds of key positions 
in government services and in all departments are filled by 

proteges, sympathisers and even agents of foreign imperialists, 
particularly US Central Intelligence Agency and American 
monopolists. 

In spite of India's friendly relations and economic cooperation 
with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, which are 
undoubtedly very beneficial to our nation, the congress rulers 
restrict the scope of this cooperation under pressure of Indian 
and foreign monopolists and Te1y heavily on impetialist 'aid' 
even at the cost of national self-respect and paramount national 
interests. 

The inconsistencies and vacillations that arise from this 
dependence are seen in the want of finn opposition to the 
American war of aggression in Vietnam and firm support to 
the fight for liberation of the Vietnamese people. It is seen 
in the refusal to extend full diplomatic recognition to the 
German Democratic Republic for fear of West German and 
US displeasure. It is seen in the hesitation to make our defence 
system completely independent of imperialist armaments and 
advisers. It is seen in the readiness to take American aid with 
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its highly dictatorial and dangerous strings and to open the 
whole country to massive US penetration. It is seen in the 
hesitation to explore all avenues of peaceful settlement of the 
India-China border dispute, notwithstanding the continued 
hostile attitude of China. 

Such in brief is the picture of the abysmal failures of the 
Congress party to nurture this great nation of ours into a 
prosperous, fearless, freedom-loving democracy of five hundred 
million people free from the debasement and atrocities of 
monopoly capital and semi-feudal remnants and unpatriotic, 
anti-people bureaucrats. 

In spite of its failure, the congress leadership refuses to 
give up its capitalist path. In arrogant and yet pitiful manner, 
it appeals to the people 'to work hard and eat less', 'to save 
and be austere' and finally, to be prepared to go through 'hell 
and :fire', to quote from prime minister's broadcast on June 15, 
1966 after the devaluation sell-out. 

Happily the people are not prepared to go through it. On 
the contrary, they want this evil Congress to go to hell! 

III 

UNITED FRONT OF LEFT AND DEMOCRATIC FORCES: 
OUR ALTERNATIVE 

The Communist Party of India does not rest content with 
merely offering criticism of the congress regime. It is leading 
the toiling masses into militant actions to defend their day-to­
day interests as also the larger interests of the nation. Our 
party would, however, like to point out that the capitalist 
solution to the crisis which the ruling party proposes can only 
further hit the masses and worsen the economic situation. The 
real solution has to be found in resolute anti-impetialist, anti­
monopolist and popular, democratic measures. 

Our party has been in the forefront of the struggles of the 
working people, the middle classes, the students, the working 
peasantry for their economic and political demands. Our party 
has taken the lead in mobilising the democratic masses against 
the devaluation treachery; it has bent all its energies to build 
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the broadest possible movement against the war-drive of US 
imperialism, for solidarity with the glorious Vietnamese people; 
it has exposed and fought the backsliding and vacillations of 
the Indian government from the foreign policy of peace, non­
alignment and anti-colonialism. And in these struggles the 
people have made positive gains. 

The struggles of the masses are inevitable because they are 
born out of necessity. Struggles alone convince the masses that 
the path of building capitalism pursued by the ruling Congress 
party can only lead to further growth of monopolies and 
heightened danger to the very freedom of the country. Struggles 
alone will convince them of the necessity to break away from 
this path and take to a different and alternate course of deve­
lopment which can improve their living conditions, win and 
consolidate economic independence of the country and open 
the road to socialism. 

Many of the points of criticism are common with the views 
of other parties and personalities who subscribe broadly to 
democratic and socialist ideas. They may not believe in the 
science of Marxism-Leninism in the light of which we view 
social developments and which guides us in carrying out revo­
lutionary transformations of the capitalist order. But all those 
who genuinely stand for socialism in our country cannot but 
agree on the imperative necessity to change the socio-economic 
order in the direction our party has outlined in its criticism 
and proposals. 

Even democratic and progressive forces inside the Congress 
party admit the essential correctness of our criticism and agree 
with some of our proposals for change. But such . trends inside 
the ruling party are organisationally weak and ideologically 
unstable. 

The Comm1mist Party of India recognises that a mere anti­
congress electoral front, irrespective of principles or policies, 
just somehow to win seats, would not be of help to democracy 
and progress. 

Some of the parties opposed to the Congress are positively 
counter-revolutionary, communal and pro-imperialist. Their 
anti-congressism is of no assistance to the toiling people of 
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!ndia and an electoral front with them on our part is not
(POSsible.

These reactionary parties assail the Congress not with the 
ridea of turning the ruling party away from the capitalist path 
ibut on the contrary, to further strengthen the hold of mono­
poly capital, to push it into the Anglo-American camp, to 
-.attack and fight progressive and socialist forces within the 
,rnunt1y and range India against the socialist world. 

In the recent big actions in the shape of bandhs and strikes, 
i:hese parties stood not on the side of the people but against 
ithem and with the ruling class and the Congress party. 

The Swatantra Party has even made clear that its aim is not 
to replace the Congress but to form a coalition government 
with it. It is well known that the Swatantra Party, as well as 
the Jana Sangh have close links with the rightwing politicians 
foside the Congress-those trusted most by the monopolies. 

The extreme reactionary wing in the congress leadership is 
;allied with the Swatantra Party and many of these reactionaries 
:are again in league with the Jana Sangh and the semi-fascist 
RSS. It is due precisely to such link-up that the capital city 
•of Delhi witnessed on November 7, 1966, a dress-rehearsal of
<eou'nter-revolution staged by the combined forces of extreme
political reaction and of bigoted Hindu revivalism, all, however,
·under the cover of the religious symbol like the sadhu and the
,cow. The violent show became possible because many topmost
ministers, leaders and officials of the Congress party, while
mouthing secularism, humbly seek the blessings of the holy
gurujis, some of whom, behind their religious pretensions, are
iinvolved in the cloak-and-dagger plots.

The principle of secularism is enjoined in the constitution. 
13ut the leadership of the ruling party has neither imbibed the 
spirit of secularism nor taken it to the masses. It has not been 
-made a part of our ideology and mass education. This has given
--opportunities to forces of communalism and obscurantism to

strengthen their positions.
The Communist Party of India, therefore, cannot agree to 

make any electoral front with the Swatantra Party and the 
lana Sangh. It calls upon the people not to fall a prey to the 

17 





government in as many states as possible and given crushing. 
defeats on a national scale. 

The Communist Party of India hopes that ultimately a, 
united battle will be given to the Congress and the forces of 
right reaction that are trying to overwhelm our country andl 
thwart its progress. 

IV 

FOR SAVING THE NATION AND SERVING THE MASSES: 

PROGRAMME OF IMMEDIATE MEASURES 

Life has shown that the Congress party cannot be trusted1 
with power any more. In its hands, even the existing gains. 
of our people's struggles are not safe. Under the congress; 
regime, the future is dark. What the nation desperately needs-. 
is far-reaching, radical changes in our present economic and' 
political structure-changes that must faithfully meet the 
aspirations of the masses and the vital requirements for this. 
great nation to grow stronger and rise in her stature. 

With this objective in view, the Communist Party of Indict! 
places before the people the following programme, the imple­
mentation of which will save the country from the present 
crisis, stimulate production in industry and agriculture, ensure 
at least minimum needs of living and good life, strengthen and' 
extend democracy and avert the danger of India falling a help­
less victim to American neo-colonialism. 

1. END FOREIGN EXPLOITATION

The Communist Party of India stands for the total elimina-­
tion of foreign monopolies from our national economy in order­
to secure economic independence. All industrial concerns,. 
financial and business enterprises owned by foreign mono­
polies-oil, tea and jute plantations, etc.-will be nationalised .. 

For the moment, the Communist Party stands for the annul­
ment of all collaboration agreements which give foreign capital 
the right to majority participation or conh·ol, ban on fresh 
collaboration agreements. It demands an immediate ban on­
remittance of profits, dividends, royalties, etc., and repatriation. 
of foreign capital and moratorium on all debt repayments. 
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The Communist Party of India stands at present for taking 
over by the state all foreign trade which is mostly controlled by 
foreign monopolies. Along with this, in order to rapidly reduce 
our dependence on world imperialist market and to save the 
country from imperialist exploitation through non-equivalent 
exchange, progressive planned diversion of our foreign trade 
towards the socialist states and Afro-Asian countries is neces­
sary. It is also necessary to see that all trade is conducted as 
far as possible on rupee basis. 

The Communist Party of India stands also for organising and 
rapidly developing the movement for self-reliance and import 
substitution, enlisting the full cooperation of our scientists. 
technicians, intelligentsia and the trade unions, and for com­
pulsory employment and utilisation of Indian know-how by 
Indian industry. 

2. CURB MONOl"OLIES

Effective measures to curb the 1nonopolists and to break up
fo particular the 75 monopoly houses exposed in the monopolies 
commission report are necessary. 

With that end in view some sections of private industry and 
capi-tal must be taken over by the state immediately. 

Privately-owned oil and petroleum industries will be com­
pletely taken over by the state-owned Indian Oil Corporation 
from which foreign partnership will be excluded. This is all 
the more urgent because oil and petroleum are the two key 
products not only for transport and industry but they also 
constitute vital elements in defence. 

Coal-mining, non-ferrous metals like copper, zinc, etc., and 
electricity must also be in the hands of the state so that they 
are unshackled from the grip of monopolies and developed. 
Manufacture of cars and trucks will be taken over by the 
state sector since they are needed not only for civilian use but 
also for the army. 

The medium and small-scale industrialists will get all the 
help they need without waiting at the doors of the bureaucrats 
or losing the cream of their gains to the overriding monopolists. 
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