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ment of social security schemes, including a gratuity scheme 
for retirement etc. 

Rationalisation will not be permitted unless it is in strict 
conformity with all the safeguards contained in the tripartite 
model agreement of 1957.

All schemes of automation will be halted and the workers' 
mganisations themselves will be asked to show ways and means 
of reorganising work and speeding it up without unemploy­
ment or increase in workload. Where application of new 
<levices, as in transport signalling or aeronautics, is required 
to ensure human safety as well as speed, it will be permitted 
:in consultation with the trade unions concerned. 

1 l. PEASANTRY, AGRICULTURE AND FOOD PRODUCTION 

Our country is in the grip of an acute and chronic food 
-crisis, which is the result of the shameful failure of the congress
�overnments, both at the centre and in the states, to mobilise
all the productive resources of the country for rapidly increas­
ing food production, and the free rein that has been given to
hoarders and blackrnarketeers lo hold the entire nation to ran­
som and suck it"s very Jife blood.

The problem of increasing food production is directly and 
intimately co1111ecled wilh the living and working conditions 
1>f the vast masses of peasant·s, with the question of quantum 
of land in their possession, the productive resources at their 
command and the incentives provid-=d to them by the state for 
<levelopi ng production. 

The success of all plans for increasing food production, there­
fore, depends essentially on how and in what measures effective 
-steps are taken to promote the productive capacity of the
millions of working peasants-the poor and middle peasants­
who are responsible for the great bulk of agricultural
production in our country.

The first and foremost requirement in this connection is to 
•enforce effective and far-reaching land reforms which would
break up the present land concentration, give full security of
tenure to actual cultivators, enable the landless and land-
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hungry population to bring vast new cultivable areas under 
the plough and would finally put an end to various remnants 
of feudal and semi-feudal exploitation, that still persist and 
act as fetters on agricultural progress. To this end, all ceiling 
laws and their implementation should be reviewed afresh and 
new laws should be enacted to break up the existing concen­
tration of land in the hands of landlords and big farmers. 

All surplus land thus secured should be distributed among 
agricultural labourers and poor peasants. Eviction from land 
should be stopped and all tenant cultivators should be endow­
ed with ownership in land. Share-croppers of various cate­
gories should be granted stable occupancy rights in their hold­
ings. All cultivable fallow or banjar land should be distributed' 
among agricultmal labourers and poor peasants with proper 
arrangements and help for cultivation, so that production 
may expand. 

Along with the implementation of these agrai-ian reforms,. 
the peasantry should be provided in an adequate measure with 
the wherewithal to impxove and develop production on­
modern lines. One of the most essential requirements of the 
cultivatoI in this Iespect is cheap and adequate credit which 
is today denied to the great masses of peasants. The function­
ing of the present cooperative credit societies will have to be 
thoroughly overhauled and cooperative laws so democratised 
as to break the domination of big landholders over the 
cooperative credit system, making it serve the needs and' 
requirements primarily of the poor and middle peasants in 
the matter of credit. 

A wide network of other credit institutions should be deve­
loped in rural areas which should ensure prompt and effective 
supply of credit, particularly to the poorer and really needy 
sections of the peasantry. The state governments should also­
take steps to cancel all old usurious debts of small cultivators 
and agricultural labourers to landlords and big moneylenders. 
Debt conciliation boards should be set up in order to scale­
down and settle all old debts. 

For developing better and more intensive cultivation the­
prices of all fertilisers and other manures should be substail-
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tially reduced. Blackmarketing and adulteration of fertilisers 
which are rampant today should be effectively curbed. Besides, 
the government shall have to take immediate steps to evolve 
.a proper distribution mechanism. The distribution of fertilisers 
should be done largely through cooperatives. 

One of the most glaring failures of the congress rule in 
agrarian sector is in regard to the provision of adequate irri­
gation facilities to the cultivators. It is essential that not only 
all major and medium inigation projects which have already 
been taken in hand in various parts of the country, should be 
.completed as early as possible but also vigorous steps should 
he taken to develop minor irrigation schemes on a country­
wide scale, utilising every possible source of water supply. 

Rapid electrification of villages in this respect is very essen­
tial; hence high priority should be given to the programme of 
rural electrification. 

Sufficient attention has not yet been paid by the govern­
ment to the serious problem of flood, water logging and lack 
of drainage facilities. The central and state governments should 
allocate special funds and give a high priority to schemes of 
flood control, drainage, construction of bunds, sea dykes, etc. 

In order to protect the peasant from the exploitation of the 

capitalist market and give him the necessary incentive to grow 
more food, remunerative and stable prices should be ensured 
to peasant producers for all crops by legislation. 

Th e p resent system of land taxation should be thoroughly 
overhauled in order to strengthen the capacity of the peasan­
try to invest more in land. All uneconomic holdings should 
be exempted from land revenue. In respect of larger holdings 
a single tax should be imposed on the basis of net income and 
on a progressive scale as in the case of income tax. 

The present administrative machinery for rural develop­
ment which is utterly inefficient, wasteful and corrupt should 
be radically overh_auled. The functioning of blocks and various 
departments connected with ag1·iculture should be investigated 
and an administrative set-up evolved which will be simple, 
easily accessible, capable of assuring adequate and speedy help 
to the mass of cultivators and which can organise and generate 
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enthusiasm among the peasants at the lowest levels for 
-expanding production.

Agricultural Labourers: Agricultural labourers, who form 
-quite a large percentage of the rural population, are economi­
cally the worst exploited sections of our society. The majority
-of them belonging as they do to the scheduled castes are also
subjected to social oppression by high castes in various walks of
life. This section of society has to be given the maximum con­
sideration by the government in all matters relating to their
economic, social and cultural life. The agricultural labourers
have to be ensured decent living wages and proper conditions
-of life and work.
. Adequate minimum wage should be prescribed by law, the 
violation of which should entail penalties for the offenders. 
The prevalent widespread unemployment among them 
should be counteracted and minimised by giving them proper 
financial help to develop cottage and village industries · and 
other means of livelihood in rural areas, as also by absorbing 
them in largest numbers possible in government or semi­
government employment. The provision of free homestead 
land, drinking water, proper educational and medical facilities 
to them should be a special responsibility of the state govern­
mehts. All forms of discrimination and social oppression 
directed against them should be legally curbed and they should 
get full opportunities to live, grow and flourish as equal and 
free citizens of India. 

12. FOR JUSTICE AND MORE POWERS FOR STATES

The Communist Party of India stands for removal of all
:injustice to and discrimination against states, for removal of 
all regional disparities. It demands wider power and authority, 
particularly in financial and economic matters, be given to 
the states of the Indian union. The seventh schedule of the 
constitution must be revised and amended so as to enlarge the 
powers of the state and abridge those of the central govern­
ment. Himachal Pradesh, Manipur and Tripura must get the 
same status as other states in the Indian union. 

The demarcation of linguistic states, a principle accepted 
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18. CASTEISM AND CLASS UNITY

The Communist Party of India believes that a strong
ideological campaign and education attacking and eradicating 
the very roots of casteist thinking in all layers of the society 
and especially the working class is the prime duty of all pro­
gressive and socialist forces. Remnants of caste are a hindrance 
to the solidarity of the working class as the standard bearer 
of the future society of democracy, equality and socialism. 

19. CLEAN UP THE STATE MACHINE

In order to ensure rapid and faithful implementation of
urgently needed democratic reforms, the first step will be to 
clean up and overhaul the state administration. 

With this end in view, the parliamentary system will be 
strengthened in form and substance by bringing it increasing­
ly closer to the democratic urges and aspirations of the masses 
and extending democracy in all spheres of the state. 

Hence, the emergency powers of the president shall be 
abolished and his power to dismiss a state government, so 
long as the latter enjoys the confidence of the state legislature, 
shall be annulled. The power to declare an emergency in case 
of invasion of the country will be exercised only and exclu­
sively by Parliament and emergency shall be lifted as soon as 
the war situation is over. It shall be expressly and unambi­
guously provided in the constitution that the president of 
the Indian republic is only a constitutional head and that 
all his functions are subject to the unquestioned supremacy 
of Parliament. 

The useless, wasteful and parasitic institution of the governor 
will be abolished. All pompous ceremonies inherited from the 
British days or from the feudal past will be replaced by 
simple, dignified, official functions. 

The costly and superfluous paraphernalia of the upper 
houses shall similarly be abolished and standing committees 
with representatives of all parties and groups in the legis­
latures shall be set up both at the centre as well as in the 
states with statutory powers of association in the matter of 
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formulation of policies as well as in checking up their imple­
mentation. 

Proportional representation shall be introduced in all elec­
tions so that public opinion, is duly reflected in the elected 
bodies and the monopoly of power for any single party based 
on minority of votes is ended once and for all. All the legis­
lators shall be subject to recall to ensure their accountability 
to the electors and assert the latters' supremacy over those 
whom they may elect. 
· T udiciary shall be separated from the executive in all res­

pects including appointments and promotions.
All the old British-trained ICS officers who are still in 

service wHl be forthwith retired and pensioned off. 
However, those who have shown a pat1iotic and demo­

cratic approach in their work will be given useful employ­
ment in order to utilise their abilities. 

All those who have 'specialised' in atrocities against the 
people, strike-breaking and such other activities will be given 
punishment. The police force will be reorganised on democratic 
lines and the rank-and-file policeman and government employee 
will be given democratic rights consistent with needs of 
discipline and requirements of their official responsibilities. 

TJie top-heavy highly-paid government apparatus will be 
drastically pruned without causing unemployment and the 
salaries scaled down to around Rs. 1,000. 

Administration should be reorganised to eliminate red-tape 
and delay which cause harassment to the people. 

Stern measures will be taken to combat corruption, above 
all of the ministers and the top bureaucrats. Public declaration 
of all assets will be made compulsory for those holding office. 
High-powered commissions shall be set up to enquire into 
specific charges of corruption levelled against the ministers and 
high officials �nd those found guilty will be brought for public 
tri<1l and exemplary punishment. ,, 

All the fundamental rights guaranteed under the con�ti­
tution shall be enforced and all measures like the Defence of 
India Rules, the Preventive Deten'tion Act, etc., repugnan; to 
them abolished. 

'Power of the government to call out the armed forces for 
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