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I. THE FASCIST MENACE

Launched during the general election campaign of 1966-67 
as "the champion of the just rights of the Marathi people 
against the South Indian invasion of the city of Bombay", the 
Shiv Sena has now emerged as an undisguised, unashamed, 
terroristic, fascist organisation opposed to all democratic forces 
in the city with its spearhead directed against the Red Flag, 
the working-class and democratic movement and the Commun­

� h� 

Calling the Shiv Sena a fascist movement and organisation 
is not indulging in rhetoric language. The organisation has 
developed all the characteristics of a fascist movement, given 
the peculiar economic, social and linguistic features of our 
country. 

Under the garb of protecting the interests of the �,Iarathi 
people, particularly in i-espect of employment and hous.ing, the 
Shiv Sooa whips up mass chauvinistic hysteria among Maha­
rashtrians, mainly the middle class employees, youth and 
workers. This is done with the unconcealed object of divert­
ing their legitimate anger against the employers and the Con­
gress Government and directing it against their compatriots and 
class brothers from the South. 

Inciting one linguistic, religious or racial community against 
another with the aim of covering up the crimes of the mono­
polists and their gocernment and dividing the forces of the 
working-class, democracy and socialism by raising the bogey 
of communism, is thr� hallmark of fascist movements all over 
the icorld. 

The Shiv Sena openly pits worker against worker, whether 
manual, skilled or intellectual, instead of the united working­
class against its exploiters and the government which supports 
them. 
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Textile Union in Bombay) have become the clandestine patrons 
of the Shiv Sena. 

It is necessary to cast a glance at the development in Bom­
bay and Maharashtra during the last decade to get the correct 
answer to these questions. 

The Samyukta Maharashtra movemept of the mid-fifties. 
and early sixties got an extremely broadbased and powerful 
mass support in the city of Bombay, apa1t from the districts: 
of Maharashtra. 

This was clue both to the just and democratic natiire of 
the clemcmd for the :formation of linguistic states, similar to the 
movements for Anclhra and Kerala, but also to the fact thaf 
the multi-lingual trade un·i011i movement in -tl-,e city under the 
leadership of leftist parties (mainly the C.P.I., the P.S.P. and' 
the S.S.P.) gave full support 'lo the stmggle for Samyulcta Maha-
rashtra. 

More particularly, the large numbers of Telugu and 1fala­
yali workers in Bombay (industrial as well as middle class) were 
fully aligned with the Samyukta Maharashtra movement since 
similar movements were simultaneously going on in their states 
as well. A number of conferences of the Telugu and Mala­
yali citizens· of Bombay took place· during the period which 
declared their support for Vishal Andhra, Aikya Kerala and' 
Samyukta Maharashtra together. 

The Hindustani speaking worker was all along very sym­
pathetic towards Samyukta Maharashtra. Open fraternisation 
between the Samyukta Maharashtra Sarniti and the Mahaguje-­
rat J anata Parishad (mutual delegations addressed mass rallies in 
Bombay and Ahmedabad) had a very good impact on the com­
mon Gujerati people in Bombay. 

Innumerable trade unions and their conferences thus fully 
supported not only the demand for Samyukta Maharashtra but 
joined in Satyagraha actions and organised protest strikes in 
suppo1t of the demand. 

On the other hand, the Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti, do­
minantly composed of left parties, also gave full and official sup­
port to innumerable slrikes of textiles, engineering, automobile, 
pharmaceutical, municipal, B.E.S.T., hotel and other workers� 
again including bank and insurance employees, for their econo-
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mic and trade upion demands. It is a fact too obvious to need 
mention that the working-class in all these industries in Bom­
bay is multi-lingual. The Samiti also actively assisted the uni• 
fication of left trade unions in certain industries. 

In passing, it should be mentioned that powerful mass 
strnggles of landless labourers for land, extending over whole 
districts in Maharashtra, were also sponsored and supported 
by the S.M.S. 

It is well known that the S.rvLS. fought the general elec­
tions not only on the issue of Samyukta Maharashtra but also 
<011 the platform of socialism. In fact, one of the rousing and 
ringing slogans of the S.M.S. was "Socialist Maharashtra in 
Socialist India." 

The Samyukta Maharashtra movement thus helped to bring 
about a ve1y close and fraternal cooperation, a fusion, to a 
-certain extent, between the multi-lingual trade union move­
ment in Bombay and the ge9eral democratic struggle of the 
Marathi speaking people. 

This is not to say that no chauvinistic sentiments were ever 
,expressed from the platform of the S.M.S. or that no undesirable 
incident ever took place in the course of the movement. But 
the dom.inant course of the movement, the dominant conscious­
ness of the people participating in it and the guidance of the 
dominant leadership of the movement were throughout demo­
craf'ic and healthy. Innumerable "Bundhs" took place 
fo Bombay between 1956 and 1966. They took place on trade 
union, linguistic and general democratic demand. Invariably 
they were united actions of all the working and common peo­
ple of the city. Not one of them was ever marred by inter­
lingual or inter-religious conflict. 

Loolced at from the other extreme, it was pmcisely because 
,of the extremely comprehensive popular unity b-rought a.bout 
by the movement that big bu,Siness in Bombay was throughout 
,dead against the movement, and failing to drive any wedge 
in it, attempted to suppress it by sheer police repression (with 
Morarjee Desai's thoroughness). 

As can be easily understood, during the same period, the 
Congress-sponsored and employer-backed INTUC lost heav,ily 
in the city and its mass support shifted towards the militant 

9 























The Swatantra Party and the notorious Current weekly,. 
have throughout been the champions of the Shiv Sena. They· 
did their utmost to gloss over its cruder absurdities and make­
Shiv Sena as much respectable and acceptable as possible� 
They acted as brokers to sell Shiv Sena to its rich patrons -­
both local and foreign! 

Such is the attitude of the Congress, Swatantra, Jan Sangh 
ancl the PSP, towards the Shiv Sena. These paities together­
are responsible for the rise and growth of this virus in tfhe bodtJ 
politic of Bombay. All these all-India parties supported and' 
patronised the Shiv Sena as a disrupt-ive agency, as a force 
against the left pmties and the militant mass organisations in 
Bombay. But for the patronage of these pmties, especially­
the Congress and its Government, Shiv Sena could never have 
made any headway. 

The American lobby and the various agencies patronised 
by them played no mean part in promoting Shiv Sena and 
providing it with financial and material resources in its criminal 
activities. 

LEIT PARTIES 

It must be said to the credit of the left parties and the 
militant trade union and mass organisations that they firmly 
stood their ground and accepted the challenge posed by the 
Shiv Sena. It is they who are upholding the glorious traditions 
of the national and working class movements - traditions of 
national unity and solidarity, of protecting the rights of the 
minorities, of preserving the democratic and progressive values 
of public life - in short, the great traditions which made 
Bombay the proud capital of the revolutionary national and 
working class movement in India, 

UNITY WILL PREVAIL 

Happily, there are signs that the people of Bombay are 
waking up to the fascist menace. 111ey are rallying together 
in greater numbers and in broader unity to fight Shiv Sena 
and its · bread-givers. 

Sections of Marathi people who were first taken in by 
the promises of jobs and homes, are now realising the trne 
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nature of Shiv Sena as a disruptive agency created by the 
Tatas n11d 13irlas and tlwir foreign partners. The misguided 
youtl1s who nrsl r:illiecl rou11cl Shiv Sena, now see that its main 
activilics havo nolhing to do with securing jobs and homes 
for lhc111, tl1nt ThackC'ray wants to use the Maratha youth as 
a strikc-lll'<•nkin� nncl disruptive agency working under the 
orders of their <'xploilC'rs, The non-Maharashtrians likewise 
are now disill11sio11ed with the Bombay Congress and its 
gang�lc•,· boss who for years posed as the champion of the 
mi11oril ic•s. Now ll1ey see his double game in promoting the 
Shiv S1•1111 ns :i 1-(tlllgster force against the non-Maharashtrians 
and llic 111 lryi11� to offer them protection! They clearly see 
the l1u11cl ol' the 111011opolists behind both S. K. Patil and Bal 
Tl1:1r·kc 0 l'lly. Tho clay is not far off when the democratic unity 
of 11111 ,1111lll-li11g-11al people of Bombay will be fully restored 
n11d 11111 11gly sore that has disgraced the fair name of Bombay 
is fl,udly ,·c·nHlvetl. 

,i 
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