
PREFACE

1 wish to say at the outset that there is frequent 
repetition in the pages that follow. This, however, 
is somewhat deliberate. This little book and its earlier 
companion volume* have been written in order to 
satisfy to some extent the curiosity of our Party 
members and sympathisers about the beginnings of 
the Communist Party of India. That being so, 
repetition is not to be cavilled at. At any rate, that 
tins been my feeling.

The reader should bear in mind that I have not 
been commissioned by the Communist Party of India 
lo write its history. When this is remembered, this 
book will be considered one of factual reminiscence, 
which indeed it is. My effort, as far as possible, has 
been to place facts which are incontestable.

That the Communist Party of India was first 
formed abroad is a historical fact. It is also a fact 
that as early as 1921 it was affiliated to the Com­
munist International. When the history of the Com­
munist Party of India is written in the future, the 
compilers will have to start! from this point.

In that same year, 1921, efforts to build a Com­
munist Party were also undertaken inside India. The 
lli il Communist Conspiracy Case against members of 
Iho Communist Party of India set up abroad was 
winged inside India, at Peshawar (1922-23). Again, 
In 1924, the Kanpur Communist Conspiracy Case had
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among those accused in it Communist organisers 
working inside the country and the Party’s emigre' 
members (like Manabendranath Roy and Shaukat 
Usmani). From this one should see the unbreakable 
link between the Party formed abroad and the Party 
inside India.

“The Story of Rafiq Ahmad’s Travels” has been 
reprinted from the well-known Bengali monthly 
Parichaya. The article was published in Parichaya 
with the title “An Unforgettable Journey.”

The first three essays refer to the formation 
abroad of the Communist Party of India. I make a 
particular request to members and friends of the 
Party to read “Dr. Datta and Co.’s ‘Moscow Journey’ ” 
with especial care. The fourth essay herein, 
“Saumyendranath Tagore’s ‘Illegal Booklet’” has 
not much to do with the formation of the Party 
abroad. But it includes matters of interest to the 
Party in India and outside.

If I have even slightly satisfied the curiosity of 
those for whom this book is intended, I shall be most 
gratified.

Calcutta, Muzaffar Ahmad
8th September, 1961.

CONTENTS

THE STORY OF RAFIQ AHMAD’S 
TRAVELS
The Beginning of my Journey—At Kabul 
—On the way to Tirmiz—On the way to 
Kirkee—En Route to Tashkent—At the 
Eastern University in Moscow—Communist 
Party of India—On the Way to Pamir—The 
Road to India—The Peshawar Communist 
Conspiracy Case (1922-23)—Muhammad 
Akbar Khan—About those who had gone to 
Anatolia

BUILDING THE PARTY ABROAD 
Ascertaining the time when the Party was 
first formed—Circumstances in which the 
Party was formed abroad—Abdur Rab and 
Trimul Acharia—The Communist University 
of Toilers of the East—Tashkent Military 
School and the British Foreign Office- 
Affiliation of the emigre Communist Party 
of India to the Communist International 
—Continuous link between the party at 
home and abroad—Evelyn Roy—Shaukat 
Usmani

»

Dr. DATTA & CO.’S MOSCOW JOURNEY
Who made the “Journey to Moscow” ?- 
Dr. Bhupendranath Datta, Birendranath 
Das Gupta and Herambalal Gupta— 
Virendranath Chattopadhyaya — Ghulam 
Ambia Khan Luhani—Pandarang Khankhoje 
—Abdul Wahid—Agnes Smedley—Nalini 
Gupta—The background of Indian revolu-


