VI. NATIONAL DEMOCRACY AND NON-CAPITALIST
PATH

The ruling class in India has placed the country on the road
of independent capitalist development and continued its com-
promise with imperialism and feudalism. It has shown itself
incapable of solving the basic problems of national regenera-
tion, of completing the essential tasks of the national-democratic
revolution.

Their own painful experience has convinced the vast masses
of our country that the capitalist path is the road of poverty,
exploitation and slow rates of growth. Living in an epoch when
socialism has immensely increased its power of attraction, they
feel that a path other than the capitalist path must be found for
the solution of the problems of national development and the
people’s welfare.

At the same time the Indian monopolists, the feudalists and
semi-feudalists, backed by imperialism, are seeking to use the
inherent contradictions of the capitalist path to subvert the
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nation, to stage a counter-revolution

and convert India into a
neo-colony.

At such a critical moment the Communist Party of India
Places before the people precisely an altern
power and qualitatively different pattern of
the national-democratic state and the non-capitalist path, The
CPI holds that the capitalist state and its path have to be re.
moved from the Indian scene by the national-democratic revo.
Iutionary movement of all the patriotic, democratic classes of
the country. It holds that the right reactionary plans to subvert
the nation have to be smashed. This dual task merges in a single
revolutionary process. Only then can the tasks of national rebirth

be fulfilled and the conditions created for the transition to so-
cialism,

economic growth—

The CPI is convinced that India’s future lies with socialism,
ie., an economy where social and cooperative ownership of the
means of production replaces all forms of private property and
where the state power is in the hands of the workers, toiling
Peasants and urban petty-bourgeoisie, led by the working class.
The problem is not the projection of this goal. Lenin long ags
pointed out that the most important problem confronting serious
revolutionaries is the one of transition to socialism. What tran-
sitional programme, state power and strategic slogans will rally
all the possible class forces that can be rallied, achieve the
maximum possible isolation of the enemy and achieve the maxi-
mum possible unity of the masses—that precisely is the problem.

After deep research, Prolonged discussion and exchange of
experience with other contingents of the international commu-
nist movement, the CPI has come to the conclusion that the
most appropriate transitional form in India will be the state of
national democracy and the non-capitalist - path.  Theoretical
analysis and practical expericnce have proved that while the
national bourgeoisie cannot fullil the cardinal tasks of the anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution, the non-monopoly
sections of the national bourgeoisie have still an important role
to play in the accomplishment of these tasks. Its anti-imperi-

alist antifeudal, democratic potential has not yet been ex-
hausted.
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ative form of state-

It is because of this fact that the non—monopglx nal‘lO;l‘al 1??11111,._

geoisie in India through its pollitical re;lrseif(:)llllt;tvt;;f;, ; I;lz)icé 'dyl
it Nehru, retained a very large m _ ’ u

f:cllg)lxtqsl\‘:jf the Indian people. This MAss fOI.l'O;Ylilg rlli ;1;05;1);
interested in the completion of the antl—'lmpena ist, a 1] X th(;
democratic revolution. It has to be united tf) acilomp lst ek
national democratic revolution and brought into the matio
de;xnto (t:lllztlsarfrigntti.me the non-monopoly na'tional bO}ll‘glfT’oisi'e 1st-;;
class with a dual character. It has an 1.nherentI mlc lnatl(in e<t
compromise with imperialism and fejudahsm. " t'tmilggo };1
broken, either politically or econ.omlcally, with i sle OliIC)ieSy
sections. It pursues together with them 'anlt'l—pelo% ; P X no.;
Its aim is yet to build an independent, capitalist India (imt o
a national-democratic non-capitalist India. It is opposed to the
f ionisation of the masses.
1evomtl(-)mtslilczl()CPI advocates a dual 1?01icy towards thc no‘n-—
i ational bourgeoisie—of unity as well as s,'tlugg‘c.
Only by th(; pursuit of dual policy can it 17(13 brloitclgh\; illrlll?mt;z_i

ional democratic front. Only such a dua. po. y I :
e der its leadership to firmly unite with the masses
e maslseslundershi of the CPI and other forces of the de.zr'no—
Ur}d?f i ei'on PIx) correct understanding of the dual position
< ?Ppostlhle i.mmense mass influence of the non-monopoly
0 ?Vel lai)s ‘oeoisie in India alone will ¢nable the .CPI to cor-
e '(l)cmo%lt t‘he strategy and tactics of the national demo-
reCtl'y \'mll tion in the specilic conditions of our cou?lt.ry. .
Cra;lt’t)c :;:fyuont this revolution an essential pl'ereqms.lte 131 to
build the nati()nul-(len]()m'atilc fro}:lt"s .ilg]ISOPll)(;gldaomn;ne %tl\ic;s (jue;i;
and concrete guidance on how this 1t . /
;Si(dent that i% is the working class'th.at'\wlll h:;fag;etﬁliﬁoﬁlé
this task and initiate the process. Thl.S 1ls its tmtti]se Illon-mono oiV
responsibility. No other class, certamzlf nol' ¥ OnSibﬂitp \

tional bourgeoisie, can or will shoul.er Fns I pst lavey,as
naIn class terms the national-democratlcf-hont mltjrv f;om th_e
its pivot worker-peasant unity. The entn'e peasilzt ge e
rich peasantry to the agricultural la]-)OUIE]:rS, rzll e
into the ambit of this front. The strength an gp

monopoly n
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of‘ the worker-peasant alliance will, to a large measure, deter-
mine the extent to which and the period in which tl,le nosn-
monopoly national bourgeoisie also becomes a component part
fmd puilde'r of this front. The urban middle strata and the
}?siltl'lgentma are another extremely important segment of thiy
- The Programme categorically states that the main driving
for.ces of this front will be precisely the worker-peasant
alliance and the urban middle strata, including the intelligentsiaL
It is the alliance of these three classes that will constitute the.
heart and core of the national-democratic front and it is m
their united efforts that will bring it into being.
As the struggles, movements, organisation and striking power
?f these classes gather momentum the process of diﬂ?erentiatior;
in the national bourgeoisie, for which an objective basis exists
will sharpen. The mass base of the non-monopoly nan:onal,
jbourgeoisie made up of these very classes will become increas-
}ngly radicalised, compelling it to shift its position and break
its present alliance with its monopoly counterparts. =
As the isolation of the monopoly bourgeoisie, the landlords
and the imperialists increases with the gathering sweep and
stre.ngth- of the national-democratic revolutionary moveme]it as
f;helr anti-national, anti-democratic character becomes incr:easu
1ngly revealed, the split in the Indian bourgeoisie will be accorr;-
p'h.shed. The non-monopoly national bourgeoisie will make a de.
cisive turn to the national-democratic front and help the ro‘
cess of its consolidation and growth. =
Various forms of mass struggle for the economic demands
ojr' the workers, peasants and urban middle strata will la ;1
vital role in the ideological-political awakening of these glazses
as }vell as in the strengthening of their organisations. Swee inc;
national mass movements for the realisation of the alternz?tivg
programme of the non-capitalist path are essential for the brin
Ing into being of the national-democratic front. These strug‘
gles, these national mass movements, combined with parliamel%j
tary forms of struggle, are aimed at defeating and isolating the
enemies of the national-democratic revolution—the monopoly
bourgeoisie, the imperialists and the landlords, It is aimeg ét

ainly
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bringing about radical changes in the policies and set-up of the
government. .

The culmination of this struggle and mass movement will be
a qualitative, revolutionary leap in which the present state
power of the exclusive rule of the entire bourgeoisie will be
ended, At the crest of the revolutionary struggle a new, national-
democratic state power will take its place. This new state power
will be a bloc of the working class, the entire peasantry, the
urban middle strata and the non-monopoly national bourgeoisie.
In this class alliance the exclusive leadership of the working
class is not yet established, though the exclusive leadership cf
the bourgcoisie no longer exists.

This perspective of the sharing of leadership, as well as of
power, hetween the working class and the non-monopoly sections
of the national bourgeoisie is a specific aspect of the concept of
national democracy as applied to Indian conditions. It demar-
cates this concept from the older concept of people’s democracy.
in which the same four-class coalition is led by the working
class alone, found suitable for China and the first phase of re-
volution in Eastern Europe and previously accepted by the CPI
as its goal also. Deeper study of the specific conditions in India
as well of the new epoch in which the Indian national-democra-
tic revolution proceeds led the Party to make a re-evaluation of
the present role and future potential of the non-monopoly na-
tional bourgeoisie.

It came to the conclusion that although it is a part of .the
ruling class and although it continues to comI?romise wit-h im-
perialism and feudalism, it is still objectively 1nter<?s:ted in t-he
accomplishment of the principal tasks of the anti-imperialist,
anti-feundal democratic revolution. Moreover, in the new epoch,
with the increasing superiority of the forces of world sociali.sr-n
and anti-imperialism, the non-monopoly  national b011rge0151e
has greater objective possibilities of withstanding reactlonfll'y
and imperialist pressures and blandishments, he}s greater ob]ef:—
tive possibilities of shifting towards the national-democratic
front, under the pressure of the revolutionary movement.
Finally, as noted earlier, the CPI took into account the fact
that the Indian non-monopoly national bourgeoisie has a far
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stronger economic, political influence and experience than the

patriotic sections of the bourgeoisie of China or the anti-fascist

sections of the bourgeoisie in Eastern Europe during the period
of the national-democratic revolutions in those countrics,
Thus, the CPI came to the two-fold conclusion: under the
Ieadership of the non-mono soly national bourgeoisie the na.
tional-democratic revolution cannot be completed. At the same
time, even before the exclusive leadership of the working class
is established, even while the non-monopoly national bourgeoisie
shares leadership, the tasks of this revolution can be fulfilled.
At the same time, the Programme outlines the perspective of
the development of the national-democratic stage of the revo-
lution. Tt points out that this is a transitional stage i.e., creating
the conditions for the transition to socialism. In the course of
implementing the national-democratic non-capitalist programme,
the balance of forces within the national-democratic state will
continuously shift in favour of the working class and the worker-
peasant alliance, paving the way for the exclusive leadership of
the working class in this state, As it is based on the worker.
peasant alliance and as the working class is the conscious initia-
tor and builder of the national-democratic front, it will in-
creasingly come to occupy the leading position in the alliance.

Such is the complete, realistic and revolutionary strategic per-
spective that the CPI Programme places before our people. It
is necessary, however, to concretise the class relationships sketch-
ed out in terms of their present-day political articulation. In
other words, it is not enough merely to state the classes who
will unite to form the national-democratic front. The Pro.
gramme has to—and does—go further to state its position with
regard to the existing political parties and their possible attitude
to this front.

The Party of the working class, the CPI, will have to initiate
and play the most conscious role in building this front.
Its strategic, revolutionary duty is precisely the fulfilment of
this task, which it has to bear in mind through all the ups and
downs in the multifarious activities that it has to under-
take. The progressive and socialist elements and forces in the
different parties of the left democratic opposition represent the
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petty bourgeoisie, the peasantr%/ : }elmc}e :(\l/:;:hzgeo fnf}?;?;zg;g
nati rgeoisie. Sections o e < . ;
E:;lc;r;ili.l)(?;ngmnist and often opportunistically al?y. ‘:;th Ilqgr:l(;
reaction. They have to be combated ar?d the ple]l.l Olslees g s
opportunism they spread have to be patiently d(?vel()thesé g
the same time, the CPI can spa;e 1;0 etﬁort to draw
roups and parties into the front. 3
m‘?ﬁ:i; fngné)polists,Pimperiah'sts and 1and101:ds als;i) }]:ta\t/e Sttllel;
political parties who unabashedly and consciously . g (; . %t
Va counter-revolution in India. These are the pall.les 0. ';1}%()
reaction, both of an all-India as well. as .IOC:al chalactel.DM Ky
are the Swatantra, Jana Sangh, Akali, Mu.shm Lcague,. p n;
RSS and Jamait Islami. These are the pa'rtles and orgz?msetl' io .1.1
who are the most vicious anti-communist ﬁmd anti-nations:
enemies of India’s national-democratic revolution. A
They have to be mercilessly fought and t}.le masses un ed
their influence have to be weaned away. Their demagog}))/ amP
their playing upon the prejudices of the‘masses ha\_/‘e to1 den];(;:
lentlessly exposed. Those anxious to build thc. natloria- .e .
cratic front can have no truck with these parties and organi.
sat';‘(;:les.Congress is a party with a dual. character. In fits leader-
ship at different levels the right reactionary forces o mOonopo-
lists and landlords are strongly entrenched. At the samebtlmfa
the non-monopoly national bourgeoisie as well as petty. ou1'-
geoisie are also prominently present at all levels. Mmeovexk:
as the party that led the struggle for freedom as wgll as too:-
measures to consolidate independence, under Par.ldlt Nehru's
leadership, it has an extensive mass l)as? .of all SOCIE.II cla(si?es--a
far bigger mass base than any other political part)f in I.n ia.
Unless the division between the masses following the.Con-
gress and those following the parties of the left democrz.itlc op-
i)osition—the biggest division in the democratl.c f.Ol'CeS—.IS over-
come no national-democratic front can be built in India. 'Thls
division cannot be overcome if the CPI, the initiator and builder
of the national-democrasic front, does not adopt a proper
policy towards the different sections in the Congress. The .na-
tional-democratic front cannot be formed through a merger
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with the Congress or entering into a formal alliance with it.
This would be to overlook the fact that the right reactionary
enemies of this front are strongly entrenched in the Congress
and that the non-monopoly national bourgeoisie is itself a class
with a dual approach to this front.

The building of this front has to proceed through struggle
against the right in the Congress with equal determination as
against the right outside it. The building of this front has also
to proceed by taking note of the process of formation of pro-
gressive trends in the Congress and by making ceaseless efforts
to forge unity with all representatives of these trends. Such
unity has to be built through a direct approach, common mass.
movements and convergent struggles. It has to be built through
struggles to smash right reaction, bring about a shift to the left
in government policies as well as for the alternative national-
democratic programme.

The building of this front has, further, to proceed
by isolating the right in the Congress by a policy
of sharpening the objective differences between the re-
presentatives of the monopoly and non-monopoly sections of
the national bourgeoisie, i.e,, by not only struggling against but
also uniting with the latter. Its compromises with the right
and its anti-people policies have to be fought. Its stand against
imperialism, its opposition to the right attempt to subvert na-
tionally-accepted progressive policies have to be supported.

Such is the complex, dialectical process by which the na-
tional-democratic front will be built and the national-democra-
tic revolution brought to success. Onesided stressing of any
particular aspect will only damage this strategic perspective.



