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FROM EDITORIAL 26
10 €0
fiiS SEVENTIETH BIRTHDAY

’E‘ HE Editorial Board of COMMUNIST offers its greetings

and pays its homage on the occasion of his 70th birth-
day to Comrade Joseph Stalin, the unchallenged leader of
the international working class, the friend and deliverer
of all oppressed humanity, the guide and teacher of the
world Communist movement and the Communist Parties
of the world. :

The working class of India owes a deep debt of grati-
tude to Comrade Stalin whose historic writings and speeches
on China and India, and whose profound analysis of the
colonial liberation struggles as the reserve of the proletariat
in the fight against world imperialism immensely helped
the Indian workers to understand the unity of their naticnal
and international obligations and wage an irreconcilable
struggle for the emancipation of their country from the
voke of imperialism.

The Communist International founded by Lenin and
Stalin, and led by Stalin after Lenin’s death, played a deci-
sive role in rearing and shaping the Communist movement
in India. It was through the inspiring lead of the Communist
International that twenty-five years back, the working class
of India undertook the task of organising a united trade
union movement free from the influence of the agents of
the bourgeoisie. :

It was under the guidance of the Communist Interna-
tional that the working class of Indiz learnt its first lessons
in proletarian internationalism.

The writings of Lenin and Stalin reared the first Marx-
ist-Leninist cadres.

Stalin’s classic “Foundations of Leninism” taught the
Indian workers the necessity of building a class party of
their own, to lead their battle for national and social eman-
cipation, a party which based itself on the organisational
principles of the Bolshevik Party, the principles taught by
Lenin and Stalin.
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Stalin’s great classic, A Short Course of the History of
the CPSU(B), guides thousands of proletarians in their
fight for peace, for freedom from enslavement to Anglc-~
American imperialists, for democracy and Sccialism in
India.

The working class movement of India owes a deep debt
to Comrade Stalin.

This is as it should be. For Stalin, like Marx, Engels,
Lenin, belongs fo that class of giants of humanity whose
life is the life of the epoch they live in, and who compress
in their writings, actions and words, the entire experience
of their epoch, who look ahead many years and who are able
to initiate world historic changes because of their complete
mastery of the science of social development, who are moul-
ders and creators of history.

Stalin’s life is inseparably connected with the biggest
world-shaking events of our time—the organisation of the
October Revolution, the defence of the Soviet Union against
the interventionists, the building of Socialism in the USSR;
the defence of the USSR against Hitler’s hordes, and their
complete rout; the rapid progress of Socialist reconstruction
in the USSR, leading the Scoviet Union towards the estak-
lishment of a Communist society.

His life is equally connected with the great liberation
struggle of China where his prophetic words have found
consummeation in the complete liberation of over 400 million
people; the liberation struggles of India and other colonial
countries; the struggle for Socialism carried on in all capital-
ist countries. Whenever a movement or its leadership has
faltered, or gone wrong, the inspiring and wise words of
Comrade Stalin have helped to set on its feet and resume
its onward march.

The Bolshevik leader who, along with Lenin, built the
Bolshevik Party, the model for all proletarian parties; the
colleague and disciple of Lenin who rescued Marxism-
Leninism from the foul hands of base vulgarisers and turn-
coats; the great internationalist who brought about unity and
friendship among the different nationalities inhabiting the
USSR, through his championship of equality among nations
and right of self-determination; the great architect who
planned the successive Five-Year Plans; the great warrior
and military leader who personally planned the defeat of
Hitler’s armies and under whose leadership now the USSR is
taking rapid strides towards Communism; the liberator who
has freed the peoples of Eastern European countries from
the yoke of national and social enslavement to the fascists
and their agents; and the liberator who by routing the Japa-
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nese and German fascists has brought freedom and demo-
cracy to the millions of Chinese people—such have been the
glorious achievements of the Great Stalin.

Stalin’s historic achievements and victories have inflict-
ed decisive defeats on world imperialism and scored deci-
sive victories for the world working class, for all freedom-
loving humanity. Eight hundred million people are libera-
ted and stand ready to guard peace, democracy, Socialisn.
The hundreds of millions in capitalist countries and enslaved
colonies are ready to wage the final battle against imperial-
ism and capitalism.

World capitalism has lost the battle. Its bastions are
crumbling one after another. The people of the world are
seeing before their very eyes the declining power of the
capitalist world and the tremendously strengthened power of
the forces of peace, democracy and Socialism. The people of
all lands feel that their liberaticn is near at hand.

That is why the name of Stalin symbolises freedom, na-
tional and social freedom for peoples of all lands.

The fighting masses of India, like the peoples of ail other
countries, see in Stalin the great liberator of all lands, the
friend of the oppressed, the leader whose leadership ensures
the victory of Socialism on a world scale.

The Stalin Constitution—the most democratic consti-
tution in the world; the great progress in material well-
being and prosperity during prewar years which brought
about the irrevocable victory of Socialism in the USSR, the
colossal sacrifice in men and material which the people of the
USSR made to defend the liberation of all lands and the rout
of Hitler’s armies; the unprecedented production triumph
of the postwar years under the leadership of Stalin which
introduced all-round prosperity, which has led to suck mate-
rial well-being that it is enabling the people of the USSR te
take rapid strides towards Communism when the capitalist
world is languishing, when it is in the throes of a crisis, sow-
ing all-round misery, destitution and unemployment; and
finally, the invincible military strength of the USSR—all
these have created profound love, admiration, respect for
the peoples of the USSR and their leader, Stalin.

The people of India, like the peoples of the world, see
in these triumphs the complete superiority of the Social-
ist system over the capitalist system; the superiority of the
Stalin policy over all other policies.

These bonds have been strengthened by the fact that
while the American imperialists threaten to destroy the
freedom-loving people with the atom bomb, the Soviet
Union, under the leadership of Stalin offers to ban all ato-



mic weapons and use atomic energy for lightening human
labour, for all-round peace and prosperity.

These bonds have been strengthened by the fact that
while the American imperialists offer to unleash another
world war on the peoples of the world, a war against the
Soviet Union and countries of People’s Democracy — the
Soviet Union, under the leadership of Stalin offers to the
peoples of the world, peace and friendship among nations,
cooperation among peoples.

The Stalin policy of peace and friendship among peoples
reflected the interests of all lands and remains true to the
bond of international solidarity and unity of the world work-
ing class.

The policy of American imperialism on the other hand
is one of incendiary war—in their drive for world domi-
nation—a policy which spells national enslavement for the
peoples of all lands, exploitation and oppression at the
hands of capitalist monopolies.

In India the designs of American imperialism are help-
ed by the policy of India’s ruling circles who by taking
india into the British Commonwealth, have joined the war-
mongers’ camp.

Invited by the Nehru Government to come and exploit
India’s resources with guarantees of good profits ensured
through curbing of the working class and people’s move-
ments, the American imperialists are hatching out plans
for the complete subjugation of India.

Their endeavour is to make India their war base against
the Soviet Union, against the liberation movements of the
South-east Asian countries; to draw her in their war eco-
nomy and dominate her economic life completely.

The war policy of American imperialism is at the sama
time a policy of national enslavement of India, of her peo-

les.
P The foreign policy of the Nehru Government helps war
and national enslavement being foisted on the people of
India. v ee -

In their nefarious designs the American_imperialists
are being helped by the treacherous leaders of the Socialist
Party of India who under the garb of neutrality slander the
Soviet Union and split working class unity.

Marxist-Leninists in India and the masses led by them
will unceasingly struggle for peace and friendship among
nations—for they know that the cause of peace is the cause
of their own national and social liberation.

india’s reactionary ruling circles, following the dictates
of the Anglo-American enslavers of India, are organising a
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war plot on the Indian soil. Marxist-Leninists in India will
unmask this war plot,expose it to the people and see that
Indian money and manpower are not exploited for the foul
purpose of attacking the Soviet Union or other peoples.

In their struggle against Indian reaction, against
Anglo-American enslavement, in the struggle for peace
demog:racy and Socialism, they are inspired by the great
teachings of Comrade Stalin.

Inspired by the great victories of the Democratic Camp
led by Stalin, convinced that the doom of the imperialist
warmongers and their national agents i impending, the
masses of India—workers, peasants, stude: ts and women—
are surging forward to fight the American enslavers and
thel_r agents. They are surging forward to defeat the impe-
rialist-capitalist-landlord alliance which persecutes the
Ind1an_ people, shoots workers and peasants down for
the crime of defending national freedom, of fighting for de-
mocratic and trade union rights.

Fighting against the oppression of Indian reaction and
the treachery of the Socialist leaders, the Indian masses
join the great army of liberation—the army of peoples of all
lands—the army which fights for freedom, peace and Peo-
ple’s Democracy—the great army of the democratic camp led
by Joseph Stalin. ,

The Editorial Board of COMMUNIST salutes the Great
Stalin whose brilliant leadership has created all the precon-
ditions for the liberation of the entire world.

The Editorial Board calls upon all Marxist-Leninists to
master the teachings of the great leader so that the working
class is able to fulfil its great responsibilities unerringly.

Long live Stalin—the teacher of all Communist Parties,
the leader of the world working class movement, the friend
and liberator of all peoples of all lands to final victory!

Long live the Cause of Freedom and Peace among
nations—the cause of Stalin!



THE CLASS ESSENCE
OF GANDHISM

By S. M. Vakar

0 N January 30, 1948, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the

most influential leader of the Indian Nationa! Con-
gress and one of the most popular political leaders of India
amongst the masses, was assassinated in Delhi.

In spite of the fact that Gandhi considered the unifi-
cation and independence of the Indian people as the aim
of his activity, the reactionary-utopian content of his social
theory and the reformist methods of struggle linked with it
led to the fact that not only did his activity not facilitate
the overthrow of the colonial yoke, but it was widely utili-
sed by British imperialism for its own mercenary interests,

After the Second World War the crisis of the British
colonial system linked up with the general crisis of capita-
lism pushed the British imperialists into a new political ma-
noeuvre. This political manoeuvre consisted in the attempt
to partition India into two States so as to instigate maximum
enmity between them and to retain its domination over them.
Hindu-Muslim hatred, fanned by British colonisers in India
assumed the form of armed conflicts between States (e.g.,
in Kashmir and Punjab). Gandhi being a supporter of a
united India attempted to prevent bloody religio-communal
conflicts that were provoked by British imperialism, and
appealed for peace between Hindus and Muslims. Six mon-
ths after the partition of India, Gandhi was assassinated by
an active worker of the Hindu Mahasabha—a Hindu organ-
isation of a semi-fascist character. The British imperialist
bourgeoisie having utilised Gandhi to the fullest measure
during those stages when this was possible, at the new stage
of the struggle for its domination saw an impediment in
this figure and Gandhi was set aside. The social essence of
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Gandhism and its basically reactionary role in the history
of the national liberation movement in India have not been
elucidated almost up to the present day in Marxist litera-
ture. Meanwhile, Gandhism even up to the present day
stifles the development of the consciousness of the Indian
masses who are rising in struggle against British imperial-
ism.

The contemporary crisis of the colonial system of impe-
rialism is closely bound up with the powerful advance of
the national liberation movement in the colonial East, The
termination of the Second World War opened up a new stage
in the development of the national liberation movement
in India, which is one of the biggest and industrially most
developed amongst the colonies. This stage is characterised
by a wide sweep of the working clas. and peasant move-
ment, by the going over of the national ourgeoisie into the
camp of imperialism and by a strengthening of the leading

‘role of the Indian working class in the anti-imperialist

and anti-feudal movement of the masses.

The paramount task of the Indian proletariat at this
stage consists in the emancipation of the millions of peasant
masses from the ideological and political infiuence of the
bourgeoisie and particularly from the influence of Gandhian
ideology. Without such an emancipation, as Comrade Stalin
points out,

“The revoluticn cannot be advanced and the complete
independence of capitalistically developed colonies and de-
pendent countries cannot be achieved.” (Stalin’s Address To
The University of the Toeilers of the East, From Lenin, Stalin,
Zhukov, On The Colonial Questien, PPH, p. 17)

The Great October Revolution brought about a radical
change in the development of the national movements of
the colonies and dependent countries.

“, .the October Revolution is the first revolution in the
history of the world to break the age-long sleep of the toil-
ing masses of the oppressed peoples of the East and to draw
them into the fight against world imperialism.” (Stalin, The
October Revolution and the National Question, from Marx-
ism and the National & Celonial Question, London, Lawrence
and Wishart, 1942, p. 74)

In pointing to the radical change in the social composi-
tion of the naticnal movements after the October Revolu-
tion, Comrade Stalin emphasises that

“the chief point here is not that the bourgeoisie of one
nationality is beating or may beat the bourgeoisie of an-
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other nationality in the competitive struggle, but that the
imperialist group of the ruling nationality is exploiting and
oppressing the greater mass and above all the peasant mass
of the colonies and dependent nationalities and that by
oppressing and exploiting them it is drawing them into the
struggle against imperialism and making them allies of the
proletarian revolution.” (Stalin, The National Question Once
Again, from Marxism & the National and Colenial Question,
Lawrence & Wishart, London, 1942, p. 225)

The October Revolution activised also the Indian pea-
santry whose political awakening began to transform the
bourgeois liberation movement of India into a national libe-
ration movement,

The new stage of the liberation movement in Indis
that was ushered in by the October Revolution began with
the powerful revolutionary movement of 1919-1922. The
Indian Big Bourgeoisie found itself face to face with the
reality of a tremendous growth of the anti-imperialist move-
ment of the Indian masses. While utilising the strength of
the mass movement as a weapon of pressure on British im-
perialism, the Indian bourgeoisie at the same time, sought
for a means whereby it could hold back the revolutionary
energy of the masses within the bounds that it needed. A%
this anxious moment for the Indian national bourgeoisie
there appeared on the political arena of India Gandhi with
his theory of ‘non-violence’ and ‘non-violent’ tactics. He ap-
peared in the halo of the fame of a semi-saint acquired in
the period of twenty years of political activity in South
Africa where he had managed to achieve considerable suc-
cess in the struggle against race discrimination against
Indians.

Gandhi built his socio-political teaching on the basis of
the religion of Hinduism, widely prevalent among the
Indian peasantry, and the essence of whose dogmas requires
that no violence should be committed against any person.
The elements of Tolstoyism with which this dogma is mix-
ed has lent Gandhism a peculiar type of truth-seeking cha-
racter by pointing out love, suffering and self-sacrifice as
the means to attain truth and justice.

Since Gandhism has to a great extent grown out of the
religious ideology of the Indian masses, it becomes difficult
to define where the influence of Gandhism ends and the
influence of religion begins. Gandhism, like religion in gene-
ral, is one of the forms of the “spiritual oppression that
weighs everywhere on the masses of the people, ground
down by perpetual toil for others, by want and by loneli-
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ness.” (Lenin, Selected Works, Vol. XI, Lawrence & Wish-
art, London, p. 658)

In speaking of the class roots of contemporary religion,
V. 1. Lenin wrote:

“The deepest root of religion today is the social oppres-
sion of the working masses and their apparently complete
helplessness in face of the blind forces of capitalism.” (V. I.
Lenin, The Attitude of the Workers’ Party Towards Religion,
Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute, English edition, Moscow, 1947,
p. 143-44)

The main root of Gandhism as a mass peasant pheno-
menon, is the selfsame as the root of contemporary religion,
already pointed out by Lenin. The anti-capitalist elements
which are to be found in Gandhism are expressed weakly
and exceedingly inconsistently (e.g., Gandhi’s critical atti-
tude to capitalist industry and bourgeois culture). But it was
this which facilitated the popularity of Gandhism among
the masses. In India, a country whose development had been
artificially held back by the British colonisers to the stage of
semi-feudal relationships, the socic-economic conditions of
life assisted in the dissemination of Gandhism which had
direct links with feudal ideoclogy. It should be remembered
that in India right up to the present time, 45 per cent of
the territory belonged to 600 feudal Princes with a total of
100 million population. Apart from these eastern despotic
Stateg where there existed serfdom and all forms of feudal
bondage right down to debt slavery, all over India extreme-
ly strong survivals of feudalism remain, existing in different
forms and aspects. For example, such a survival of feu-
dal relationships as the division of people into castes plays
not a small role in the life of contemporary India. At the
same time, the Indian countryside is sustaining the destruc-
tive effects of encroaching capitalist relations—its popula-
tion is getting differentiated, the old mode of life is being
broken up, the ancient tenor of life is changing.

“Non-resistance” appeals to the “spirit” constitute an
ideology inevitably appearing in such periods, says Lenin,
“when the entire old order has been over-thrown and when
the masses bred in this old order, who have imbibed with
their mother’s milk principles, habits, traditions and beliefs
of this order, do not and cannot discern what the new order
that is ‘taking shape’ is, what social forces are shaping it,
and how exactly what social forces are capable of bringing
salvation from the innumerable and very acute miseries na-
tural to periods of ‘break-up’.” (Lenin, Selected Works, Vol.
X1, Lawrence & Wishart, p. 689)
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Gandhi calls for the turning back of the wheel of history
to the mediaeval commune structure, the basis of eastern
despotism; he glorifies poverty, ascetisism and a primitive
rural life. He proposes not the raising of the standard of
living of the pauperised peasantry, but the sinking dowa
of all classes to a low standard of life which is already the
lot of millions of Indians. (“Confession of Faith”, Young
India, July 13, 1921, p. 783) Gandhi sets forth his reaction-
ary utopian views on economic development in his “A Con-
fession of Faith”.

The economic programme of Gandhism consists in the
retention of the feudal backwardness of the Indian country-
side and in the opposition to industrialisation (‘machinism’
in Gandhi’s terminology). Gandhi visualises the practical
application of this programme in (a) the development n»f
rural domestic handicrafts industry; (b) the spreading of
the use of ‘charka’; and (c) in the propagation of ‘Khadi’.

Gandhi’s plans of economic reforms are based on a low
productivity of labour, on primitive technique and primitive
methods of production—hence the Gandhian preaching of
primitive economy as a solution for India’s problems is
exceedingly harmful. Gandhi’s attitude towards industriali-
sation is directly linked with the propaganda for rural in-
dustry. Gandhi’s views on this question have undergone cer-
tain changes—from a complete denial of ‘satanic’ civilisa-
tion and ‘machinism’ to a recognition of their expediency
under specific conditions.

Commencing in 1909 with a rejection of mechanisatiorn,
Gandhi after thirty years comes to the conclusion that
*mechanisation is good when hands are too few for the work
intended to be accomplished. It is an evil when there are
more hands than required for the work, as in the case of
India.” (R. Palme Dutt, India Today, PPH, Bombay, 1947,
p. 509)

Gandhi’s socio-economic programme is full of irrecon-
cilable contradictions. Thus Gandhi recognises the necessity
{not the possibility but the necessity!) of retaining the feu-
dal-landlord landownership in India. Gandhi declares the
aim of his economic measures to be betterment of the mate-
rial conditions of life of the Indian peasantry ground down
by the landlord-moneylender yoke. But at the same time,
Gandhi proclaims as inviolable the main source of the social
afflictions of the peasantry—the feudal-capitalist system of
exploitation. He only wishes to mitigate it with the help of
his utopian reforms.

Gandhi asserts the necessity of retaining such a bulwark
of reaction and despotism as the Indian Princes. Deviating
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from the basic precepts of his own theory Gandhi arrives at
open justification of social inequality and a recognition of the
necessity of castes. The necessity of retaining castes in
Gandhi’s words “is based on an economy of social energy
(on its right distribution) and on a healthy self-restraint by
man by means of his will”. (Quoted from Romain Rolland’s
Mahatma Gandhi, 1924, p. 34) Thus the “economy of social
energy” must take place in the opinicn of Gandhi at the
cost of maintaining the privileged position of the exploiting
classes, towards the “healthy self-restraint” Gandhi appeals
only to the starving lower classes.

Behind this pseudo-scientific phraseology it is not diffi-
cult to detect a justification of social privileges, the glossing
over of class antagonism and a eulogy of conservatism and
reaction.

Raising to the skies the dogma and institutions of Hin-
duism which glorify social inequalities and cultivate bar-
barism and obscurantism, Gandhi comes forth as a defender
of the spiritual slavery of the Indian people. He causes great
harm to the consciousness of the masses by his preachings,
of “one of the most heinous things such as exist in this
world, to be precise—religion.” (Lenin)

Thus Gandhi’s socio-economic programme is a pro-
gramme of conservatism and reaction. The social ideas pro-
pagated by Gandhi have strengthened that which is most

'stagnant, inert and vegitate in the life and consciousness

of the Indian peasant. And this suited British imperialism
which in exploiting the Indian people relies on the reac-
tionary feudal elements of Indian society. As is said in the
declaration of the Communist Party of India,

“Princes are the creation of the British Government.
They have been supported in the past and are supported
today by British guns because they are the prop of British
rule.” (Declaration of Independence, 1946, p- 4.)

Being an alien to a concrete historical posing of the
problem, Gandhi argues abstractly from the standpoint of
so-called “eternal” principles of morality and religion.
But such a mode of thinking is an ideological reflection of

‘the old feuda] set-up.

Apropos similar supra-historical philosophising beliefs
by Tolstoy, Lenin wrote:

“Tolstoyism in its real historical content, constitutes an
ideology of the Eastern Order, of the Asiatic order. Hence
follows-ascetism as well as ‘non-resistance’ to evil, profound
notes of pessimism and the conviction that ‘all is nothing’,
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‘all that is material is nothing’.” (Lenin, Selected Works, Vol.
XI, Lawrence and Wishart, p. 688)

In form, the Gandhian theory of “non-violence” is
almost synonymous to Tolstoy’s “non-resistance to evil”.
But the social content of Gandhism is diametrically opposed
to Tolstoyism. In the words of V. I. Lenin, the latter is an
expression of the spontaneous protest and indignation of the
Russian patriarchal peasantry, and expresses its strong and
weak sides. But Gandhism arose as a definite form of the
class struggle of the Indian reactionary bourgeoisie against
the revolutionary movement of the Indain masses. In the
final analysis, Gandhi utilises “the spontaneous protest and
indignation” of the Indian peasant masses, ground down by
a dual yoke. He exploits their religious ideology for the
class aims of the Indian bourgeois-landlord upper strata.
If in the works of Tolstoy, there appears the peasant “striv-
ing to sweep away completely the official church, the land-
lords and the landlord government, to destroy all the old
forms and systems of landownership...” (Ibid, p. 583) then
in Gandhi we find nothing even approaching in similarity
these revolutionary aspirations of the peasantry.

Apart from its socio-economic programme, Gandhism

comprises the religio-ethical theory of “non-violence” whose
practical method is “non-violent opposition”. It also com-
prises the theory of “harmony of class interests” whence
arises the practical conclusion of a call for class collabora-
tion.
" The combination of religion and of politics which is cha-
racteristic of Gandhism is nothing new in principle. The
historical role of religion consists in that it constitutes an
instrument for the spiritual enslavement of the popular
masses and consequently definitely a political weapon. In
Gandhism religion inevitably served the interests of the
exploiting classes. Gandhism was utilised by the Indian
bourgeois-landlord upper strata in order to hold the Indian
masses in darkness and servitude and exploit them with
impunity. The British imperialist bourgeoisie utilised in its
turn these aspects of Gandhism in order to disrupt and weak-
en the Indiawide national liberation movement.

The basis of Gandhi’s religio-ethical views is the doc-
trine of “non-violence”. Teachings on ‘“non-violence” are
met with in many religions (Christianity, Hinduism, Bud-
dhism). The new thing in Gandhism is that Gandhi for the
first time made this “teaching” the theoretical basis for his
practical activities.

Gandhi declares “non-violence” to be the first and last
dogma of his faith, and proposes it to India as the only path
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of freedom from British colonisers. (M. K. Gandhi, The
Great Trial, Young India, March 23, 1922, p. 1053) The
essence of Gandhian ‘non-violence’ lies in opposing the force
of arms with the force of moral superiority. (M. K. Gandhi,
The Doctrine of the Sword, Young India, August 11, 1920,
p. 262) Turning to practical questions, to questicns of the
mutual relationships between enslaved India and its im-
perialist exploiter, British imperialism, Gandhi logically
arrives at the proposition of opposing British guns with the
‘spirit’ of India. (M.K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, Young India,
January 26, 1921, p. 867) ]
. Thus the Gandhian theory of ‘non-violence’ signifies
In practice a complete disarming of the Indian people in
face of the armed imperialist opponent. )

o In reply to bloody repression with which the British
imperialists crushed the popular movement, Gandhi called
upon the Indian people “...to learn how to maintain spiri-
tual equanimity at the sight of not one thousand, but many
thousands of murders of innocent men and women. . .let
e(geryonetlcziokbat %e gallows as an ordinary thing in life.”
s quote omain R i i
Gandis 195, p?748) olland in his book Mahatma

As the experience of the Indian national movement has
shown, the number of victims of Gandhian ‘non-violence’
surpassed all the expectations of Gandhi. Liberation, as
Gandhi himself admitted, might have been easier and quick-
er to achieve with the force of arms. (M. K. Gandhi, The
Doqtrme of the Sword, Young India, 1922, p. 263) The fol-
10W1ng frank admission made by Gandhi in Februray 1922
is characteristic:

“I value my own salvation more than anything else, more
than the salvation of India. And therefore, I am first &
Hindu, and only then a patriot.” (M. K. Gandhi, No End to
My sorrows, Young India, February 23, 1922, p. 681)

The development of the Indian national likeration
movement and particularly the mass movement gives a
convincing illustration of the fact that Gandhi aiwévs con-
sidered the perspective of the liberation of India from the
imperialist yoke as directly and absolutely dependent on
the observance of the notorious ‘non-violence’. Thus it was
in 1922 when the revolutionary movement of the masses
began to break down the limits of Gandhian tactics that
Gandhi preferred the destruction of the movement and
compromised with imperialism. )

An analogous situation was created in 1930-31 when a
new and still more threatening wave of the revelutionary
movement called forth from Gandhi, as the leader of this
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movement, a new betrayal. Finally, it was the same in 1924
when under the direct threat of aggression fro‘m J apanese
imperialism Gandhi preached pacifism and ‘non-violent
resistance to the Japanese aggressor and thus laid India open
to the threat of fascist invasion. To achieve the purpose of
the struggle against British imperialism, Gandhi recogmse_d
only peaceful means of struggle, from the boycott of Bri-
tish goods to the refusal to pay taxes to the quernmen:c, He
considered the fundamental forms of his tactics to be ‘non-
violent, non-cooperation’ and ‘civil disobedience’ in its 1nd1;
vidual or mass form. Gandhi describes his method of
action as ‘homeopathic’. This method has the perspective
not of radical socio-political transformation but a slow and
gradual reform of social conditions on the basis of com-
promise and the winning of concessions from the British
authorities. o

In fact, even in the camp of the Indian.bourgc’eohsm, it
was recognised that behind Gandhian ‘non-violence’, “there
was no idea. . .of dealing with the larger social problems and
of changing social conditions.” (J. Nehru, An Autobiography,
1937, p. 537) In those cases when _Gandhl gives a call f‘or d1sy-
cbedience, he demands that this disobedience be ‘meek’,
‘humble’ and ‘voluntary’. Love towards'the OpPressors,
humility and voluntary submission to the imperialist colo-
nisers—this in the final analysis was what Gandhi called
for from his much-afflicted pecple.

It is characteristic that Gandhi himself fearing above all
else the revolutionary activity of the masses never once in
the course of his long socio-political life called a campaign
of mass civil disobedience. ‘ _ .

The absence of the national liberation movement in
1919-22 indicated the beginning in India of the new epoch
opened by the great October Revolution—the epoch of colq—
nial revolution. These years were the touchstones of the poli-
tical philosophy, tactics and leadership of Gandhi on Indian
soil.

During this period, the Indian proletariat began to em-
erge as an independent political force, with its own poli-
tical slogans and its own proletarian methods of struggle.
There appeared various Communist groups (in the twen-
ties) which later (in 1933) were united info a single Com-
munist Party of India.

At the height of the revolutionary movement of 1919-
1922 the British Government brought into force a law dis-
pensing with normal court procceedings and authorising
imprisonment without trial (the so-called Rowlatt Act). This
Act aroused indignation amongst the broad masses. Gandhi,
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acting on the authorisation and in the name of the Indian
National Congress, and hence of the Indian bourgeoisie,
attempted to hold the popular movement to the path of
organising ‘non-violent’ resistance to this Act. Rut the
masses responded to Gandhi’s call with activities far exceed-
ing the wishes of the ‘great sage’. In the country there arose
a wave of strikes, demonstrations and uprisings in which
was expressed an unprecedented unity of all the peoples of
India, without distinction of caste, religion and language.
This movement was crushed with the most fierce repression,
But Gandhi, being frightened by the revolutionary activities
of the masses, disowned the interests of the people and deni-
ed all connection whatsoever with the “unreliable elements
causing disorder”. Attempting to keep the movement within
limits accessible to the control of the leaders of the Congress,
Gandhi, for the first time in India, put forward the plan of
‘non-violent, non-cocperation’, which according to his beliefs
was to compel the British imperialists to concede indepen-
dence to the Indian people. This was a typical bourgeois-
reformist plan of struggle for independence through peace-
ful, lawful’ means. It provided for different stages of strug-
gle —boycott of British goods, boycott of legislative organs,
educational institutions and finally the last decisive measure
—the refusal to pay taxes.

But the mass movement from the very first stages, far
exceeded the limits of the reformist political programme of
Gandhi. The popular masses were not inclined to await con-
cessions from the exploiters. Mass strikes, revolts, the move-
ment against landlords, and finally general strike—such were
the forms of the mass movement that Gandhi was atiempt-
ing to deflect on to the path of reform.

The powerful advance of the national liberation move-
ment of 1918-1922 was a threat to British rule in India.
According to the admission of British official circles, the
Indian “movement assumed the undeniable character of an
organised revolt against the British Raj.” (V. Chirol, India,
1926, p. 207) The revolutionary wave embraced the many
millions of the peasant masses. At this decisive moment for
India, Gandhi, the recognised leader of the movement, came
to a compromise with the British Government and himself

;19e2c§)pitated the revolutionary mass movement,. (February

In his article My Guilt (Mea Culpa), Gandhi gives as
the reason for the ‘calling-off’ {(more truthfully, betrayal)
of the national liberation movement the fact that the masses
had broken the principle of ‘non-violence’, In the events of
1922 for the first time, revolutionary experience gave the
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material which exposed the class essence of Gandhian ‘non-
violence’. It clearly answered the guestion as to whom ‘non-
violence’ serves and whose interests it preserves. It turned
out that for its Indian advocate ‘non-violence’ was not always
an end in itself, and at certain moments the more real and
concrete aim of Gandhi’s appeal for ‘non-violence’ emerged.

Gandhi stigmatises the refusal of the peasants to pay
land rent to the landlords as ‘mass violence’ (c.f. Bardoli
Resolution of the Indian National Congress, March 1922).
Only the logic of class interest compelled Gandhi to perceive
in such a peaceful form of protest ‘violent’ activities. Never-
theless, although peaceful, this form of protest was at the
same time an expression of the class struggle. Thus the
Gandhian sham stand on principle for ‘non-violence’ was
exposed and its twofold class content was revealed in an un-
concealed form. Gandhi’s ‘non-violence’ meant a condemna-
tion of the class struggle of the workers in all its forms, it
meant a condemnation of the revolutionary activities of the
mass of the Indian proletariat and the Indian peasantry.
Thus Gandhian ‘non-violence’ stands openly on guard the
interests of the exploiting classes and in their hands it
fulfils the role of a weapon against the revolutionary move-
ment of the magses.

Every experience of Gandhian ‘non-violent’ practice
confirms that Gandhi, along with all the Indian exploiting
classes is more afraid of his own people than of British impe-
‘rialism—the worst enemy of the Indian people. “Under no
circumstances the violence of the mob”—this is the basic
slogan of Gandhi. The class essence of Gandhi is here quite
clearly and definitely expressed.

In this connection, the following statement by Gandhi
is characteristic’

“If we do not want violence to result from our non-resist-
ance to evil, we must retrace our steps as soon as possible...
let the enemy accuse us of cowardice, befter a bad reputa-
tion than treachery to one’s own God.” (As quoted by Romain
Rolland, Mahatma Gandhi, 1924, p- 114) :

The British imperialists whose rule in India was threat-
ened by every advance of the national liberation struggle
regarded Gandhism as their ally in the camp of the only
jrreconcilable foe of the imperialist colonisers, i.e., in the
camp of the popular liberation movement of the Indian
masses. And Gandhism, whether Gandhi wished it or not,
became the most loyal ally of British imperialism, stand-
ing between imperialism and the mass movement which
inevitably would bring about the destruction of the former.
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That Wwhich would have facilitated the overthrow of British
rule in India, Gandhi declares as fatal to...India. Thus he
goes so far as to assert that the violence of the crowd is inac-
missible “even in reply to gross provocation”. (Quoted from
C. F. Andrews, Mahatma Gandhi’s Ideas, 1929, p. 285)

Moreqver, it is precisely when the mass movement
begms to exceed the bounds of non-violence which Gandhi
with foresight laid down for it that he betrays the movement
and becomes a direct ally of the British Government, In this
way Gandhism becomes not only the class weapon of the
Indian landlords and the bourgeoisie, but also objectively a
Weapon of the British imperialists. And this is completely
logical insofar as the Indian people are confronted with
two. categories of exploiters—“their own” national exploiters
and the foreign imperialists. Sooner or later the development
of the revolutionary movement of the masses leads to this
that both the one and the other find themselves inside the
same camp of the enemies of the revolution. Being a weapon
of the national exploiters Gandhism cannot but become a
weapon of the Biritish colonisers. The Gandhian doctrine
of non-violence was an expression of the fear of the exploit-
Ing classes in the face of the growing popular liberation
movement. Later (in 1930), Gandhi openly recognised the
n'e(eicessuty_of fight on two fronts—against the enemy from out
side, British Imperialism, and against the internal enemy
the revolutionary movement of the Indian masses b

In his letter to the Viceroy of India Gandhi wrote:

‘Tt is my purpose to set in motion that force (non-
v101.enc_e_) as well against the organised violent force of
the British rule as of the ... growing party of violence.”
(M. K. Gandhi, Letter to the Viceroy, March 2, 1930)

_ Gandhi’s call for a fight on two fron flect ¢
splitting of the Indian national movement irﬁo rt%f}scitrer%cgi?
cilable camps — the revolutionary and the compromising
camp. And it signified the going over of the national Sr:u:i
geoisie along with Gandhi into the camp of s’crugg’:é against
the national liberation movement, e

_ Such objectively is the class si nifican ‘ c
tionary role of the Gandhian doctringe of “ngz-giﬁe;}f&”z??-
weapon against the revolutionary struggle of the In ‘?i“f
masses, and of Gandhian tactics of “non-violent resi”;;&:jl’;
as L}%e compromising tactics of class peace S

he class essence of Gandhism is un . vith part
cular ’clarl’gy in the theory preached by gla?rf(li{ﬁ? O‘J\Y lgg?eii‘fL o
mony’ of interests of the exploited and exﬁl—oifém— T
theory is the kernel of Gandhism Whence iogicaH}; é;ise
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reformist nature of Gandhi’s politics and tactics and his con-
stant tendency to compromise and to class collaboration.
Gandhi’s own attitude to different social groups emerges
here all the more clearly. Therefore, this aspect of Gandhism
is the key revealing the social significance of its other parts
—the religio-ethical doctrine of “non-violence”, the tactics
of “non-violent resistance”, the socio-economic programme.
In respect of the relation between the Indian peasantry and
the zamindars and the talugdars (Indian landlords), _Gan-
dhi assures the latter that “the Congress movement is in no
way intended to attack their legal rights.” (Bardoli Resolu-
tion, March 2, 1922)

Gandhi declares arbitration to be the sole means of
resolving the conflicts between the peasant and landlord.
Class struggle is categorically and absolutely forbidden.
While posing as the defender of the Indian peasantry, Gan-
dhi at the same time attempts to level off the antagonistic
contradiction between the peasantry and the landlord top
strata which constitutes the basic feature of the social life of
the Indian countryside.

On this point also the contradiction and the inconsist-
ency are expressed very clearly. On the one hand Gandhi
sees “true democracy” in the idealised “simple, rural life”.
On the other, notwithstanding this Tolstoyan type of mora-

lising, Gandhi not only recognises the necessity of retaining

the system of landlordism, but even considers this system,
so pernicious to the peasantry, as ‘desirable’ from the point
of view of the interests of the Indian economy. The money-
lenders, the worst enemies of the Indian peasants who hold
millions of peasants in the web of debt slavery, Gandhi calls
the “trustees of the unfortunate people.” (c.f. J. Nehru, An
Autobiography, 1937, p. 517) In respect of the relationship
between labour and capital, Gandhi proposes to the worker
that he should appeal to the good sense of the capitalists,
and to conduct every struggle with the aim of winning, not
human rights but the “hearts of the masters”. (M. K. Gan-
dhi, Satyagraha in South Africa, 1928, p. 4)

Gandhi has expressed himself most categorically on the
qguestion of the relationship between labour and capital, in
his article Wages and Values.

“I know that the right to strike is the inalienable right
of the worker in order that he may achieve justice. But it
must be regarded as a crime immediately the capitalist
accepts the principle of arbitration... When the factory
worker learns to identify himself and his interests
with those of the factory owners and elevate themselves,
then they and together with them flourishes the industry
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of our country.” (M. K. Gandhi, Wages and Values, Octo-
ber 6, 1920, ‘Young India’, p, 732) '

Here we have before us a typical bourgeois preaching
of the ‘harmony’ (even ‘identity’) of the interests of the
boutrgeoisie and the proletariat, of the landlords and the pea-
“santry.

To try and effect this preaching in practice Gandhi set
up in Ahmedabad (Gujerat) a separatist workers’ associa-
tion. This organisation was created by and continues to be
intimately linked with the owners. It was the kernel of the
Patelite Indian National Trade Union. As Palme Dutt points
out in his book, the Ahmedabad Association has always been
isolated from the Indian working class movement, being in
actga} practice an organisation of the agents of the bour-
geoisie in the working class movement. Such is the pernici-
ous gombmation of Gandhism and the working class move-
ment.

Gandhi asserts class peace and the collaboration of
classes to be both necessary and possible under conditions
of capitalism when “the main feature of the capitalist sys-
tem is a most acute class struggle between the exploiters
and the exploited.” (History of the CPSU (B), Short Course,
Moscow,.1945, p. 126) Indeed Gandhi’s “collaboration of
classes” is the “collaboration” between the rider and the
h_orse. Gandhi replaces class struggle by moral self-purifica-
tion both of the exploiters and the exploited in the spirit of
Tolstoyan preaching which V. I. Lenin so mercilessly
ridiculed.

As opposed fo the ideas of scientific Socialism, Gandhi
propagates his “Socialism”, a Socialism for all classes —
for the <?‘Xp101ters. and for the exploited. He wrote in 1934:

-...“Our Socialism or Communism should be based on
non-violence, and the harmonious cooperation of labour and
capital, the landlord and the tenant.” (Quoted from
J. Nehru, An_, Autobiography, 1937, p. 535) And six years
later, Gandhi publicly declared in his paper Harijan, “., .1
hope I am not expected knowingly to undertake a fight that
must end in anarchy and red ruin.” (Harijan, April 1940)
g:;fo 11tré face of l‘l‘red Bruin”hunited in one camp the Indian

rs as well as British imperiali i
mists of the type of G ot perialists and national refor-

Gandhi has defined his position in th ~
sible revolution in the following manner:e event of a pos-

“I shall be no party to dispossessing the pro i
S ] ert 1
of their private property without just (1) Eausl?e. .%%?o% amssae§
be sure that I shall throw the whole weight of my influence

- in preventing a class war. . -Supposing there is an attempt
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unjustly to deprive you of your property, you will find me
fighting on your side...” (M. K. Gandhi, Interview to Depu-
tation of the United Provinces Zamindars, p. 62)

Thus there remains no doubt that Gandhi’s ideology
stands on guard the interests of the exploiting upper
strata, It serves both the feudal strata and the bourgeoisie in
its struggle against the working class.

Palme Dutt brings out the following fact which can
serve as a clear exposure of the anti-popular essence of Gan-
dhism. This incident, as Dutt points out, was completely

suppressed in the bourgeois Press (including the Congress

Press) . It relates to the event which took place in Peshawar
in 1930. When the mass movement assumed huge dimensions
the Hindu troops (two platoons of the Second Battalion of
the 18th Royal Garhwali Rifles) who were sent to suppress
the movement refused to fire on the Muslim crowd. Frater-
nisation began and many soldiers handed over their arms
to the Peshawar people. This event was of tremendous im-
port to the later development of the movement. The troops
were immediately withdrawn from Peshawar, and for ten
days (April 25 to May 4) the city was in the hands of. the
people. Subsequently seven Garhwali soldiers were subject-
ed by court-martial to severe sentences.

What was Gandhi’s attitude to this manifestation of
‘union between religion and classes?

Insofar as this ‘non-violence’ and this ‘alliance of
classes’ created a real threat not only to British imperialism
in India, but also to the existence of the national exploiting
ruling classes, Gandhi in the most categorical terms, con-
demned the Garhwalis. “A soldier who disobeys an order to
. fire breaks the oath which he has taken and renders himsel!
guilty of criminal disobedience.” (cf. Palme Dutt, India
Today, PPH, Bombay, 1947, p. 303) Considerably later (in

1946), Gandhi finally revealed the true motive of his indig-

nation in 1930. He no longer conceals it with words about
‘cath’ and ‘disobedience’, but openly declares that it was the
unity of the workers and peasants, of the Hindus and Mu-
slims which “would have meant delivering India to the
rabble. I would not want to live up to 125,” continues Gandhi,
calling himself a ‘true democrat’, “to witness that consum-
mation. I would rather perish in the flames.” (Ibid, p. 474)
This explanation of Gandhi’s speaks more than all his ‘phi-
losophical’ formulations and ‘non-violence’ phraseology.
Gandhi’s propagation of ‘harmony’ of class interests
combined with ‘non-viclence’ methods of action which in
fact excluded class struggle waged by the masses, was the
czuse of the irreconcilabie contradiction between Gandhism
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‘and the Indian working class. Only the proletariat, the
sole consistently revolutionary class can fulfil the role of

the grave-digger of the bourgeoisie and its lackeys the na-
tional reformists. It is not without reason that Dutt calls the

" Indian working class the only force which fights Gandhi

The contradiction between Gandhism and the Indian
proletariat deepens with every strike, with every new stage
in the movement, as a result of the growth of the class
consciousness and organisation of the proletariat.

In the twenties of the 20th century, as a result of the
great revolutionising influence of the Great October Revo-
lution, the Indian working class for the first time came for-
ward with its own independent political demands. It opposed
Gandhian ‘non-violence’ with its own revolutionary prole-
tarian methods of struggle. It is precisely at this moment
that the crisis of Gandhism begins to get sharply accentua-
ted, and the reactionary nature and impotence of the Gan-
dhian leadership of the mass movement increases.

During and after the Second World War, the contradic-
tion between Gandhism and the Indian proletariat which had
begun to assume the hegemony of the national liberation
movement hastens the gradual political and ideoclogical
turning away of the Indian peasant masses from Gandhism.

The many millions of Indian peasantry, constituting
tremendous force in the national liberation movement, was
initially the main social base of Gandhism.

The explanation of the tremendous influence of Gan-
dhism in the first period of its appearance in India must
be sought for in the socio-economic conditions of the Indian
peasantry, in the low level of its class consciousness, in the
_conditions of unbelievable darkness in which it lived, with-
“out rights, under the grip of superstition and religious pre-
judices, promoted by the dual and unrestricted exploitation
both national and imperialist. Under these conditions the
“utopian theories of Gandhi which harked back to the past,
which idealised the patriarchal mode of life and sanctified
the canons and the old traditions of Hinduism, found san
easy response from the peasant masses.

But with the very first appearance of Gandhi at the
head of the peasant movement {satyagraha in Champaran)
4t was shown that Gandhian leadership of the national libe-
-ration movement based .on the peasantry, could not be con-
sistent ‘and in fact always remains bourgecis reformist. It
revealed that between the interests of Gandhism and the
Indian peasantry there likewise exist irreconcilable inner
contradictions arising from the opposing tasks and methods
-of -struggle. - A ‘ : :
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The historical aims of the national liberation movement
is tlie overthrow of the British imperialist yoke and further
the passing over to the agrarian revolution (the agrarian
question being the root problem of agrarian India).

Gandhi never put forward the tasks of overthrowing the
British rule. His aims were limited to morally influencing the
British colonisers in order to ‘persuade’ them of the neces-
_sity of granting India self-rule (swaraj). As for the agrarian
revolution, Gandhi was one of its most zealous opponents, as
of revolution in general.

But as Comrade Stalin has pointed out, it is impossible
for the national liberation movement not to be linked up
"with the agrarian revolution insofar as in the epoch of the
crisis of imperialism “the peasantry constitutes the main
army of the national movement.” (Stalin, Collected Works,
Vol. 7, Russian Edition, p. 71) Stalin also emphasises that
“the national and colonial question is inseparable from the
question of emancipation from the yoke of capital”.

The logic of facts forced Gandhi to make the valuable
and completely true admission that the “Congress has never
made any bid for victory”. (M. K. Gandhi, Speeches and
Writings, p. 778) If we bear in mind the aims and tasks of
the Indian national liberation movement, the experience of
the whole non-violent movement tells us the same thing. It
was not without reason that Palme Dutt calls Gandhi “the
general of unbroken disasters”.

The peasant masses going through the school of the
revolutionary movement are growing politically, and raising
their class consciousness and organisation.

Thp final betrayal by the Indian bourgeoisie of the cause
of Indian freedom and the going over of this bourgeoisie
into the camp of imperialism, particularly after the end of
the Second World War quickened the growth of the class
consciousness of the Indian peasantry. The Indian working
class standing at the head of the national liberation move-
ment more and more attracts the peasant masses to rally
under its banner.

#* . % * *

’l‘ HE significance of Gandhism as a definite ideology

under the conditions of a class society consists in the
fact that in practice it always reflects and defends the class
interests of the bourgeois-feudal upper strata of Indian
society and utilises the weak points of the Indian masses—
their religious prejudices and social oppression in the inter-
ests of these upper strata. Gandhism has always been and
remains today the most powerful hindrance to the develop=

23

ment of the mass revolutionary movement. It plays into the
hands of British imperialism by helping to crush the move-
ment of the Indian masses and to retain India in its hands.
Gandhi, when proposing a solution to any problem, proceeds
from the assumption that the social status quo—the power
and privileged position of the ruling classes — must be
retained.

In his work, On Dialectical and Historical Materialism,
Comrade Stalin points out the historical significance of ideas
and theories in social development: “There are old ideas
and theories which have outlived their day and which
serve the interests of the moribund forces of society. Their
significance lies in the fact that they hamper the develop-
ment, the progress of society.”

This is precisely the role of Gandhism in contemporary
India. The theory and tactics of Gandhi have played a
hampering and reactionary role in the development of the
national liberation movement.

One must see in this the historical mission of Gandhism
as a serious obstacle in the path of development of the Indian
national liberation and democratic movement. One must
see in this the historical mission of Gandhism as the weapon
of British imperialism.

In their colonial policy, the British imperialists utilised
Gandhism as their ideological and political weapon.

The growing anti-imperialist movement in the colonies
was a menace to the rear of imperialism, i.e, 1o the very ex-
istence of British rule in India. The old openly colonial me-
thod of exploitation arising from “the fire and sword”
principle turned out to be inadequate or completely unsuit-
able in the new historical situation. It became necessary
to buy over the upper strata of national exploiters and to
weaken and disrupt the anti-imperialist movement in the
colonies while continuing the old imperialist policy on the
principle of “divide and rule”, and on the retention of feudal
survivals and the support of internal social reaction.

The carrying into practice of this programme was faci-
litated to a considerable extent by the reactionary ideology
of Gandhism. The Hindu orientation of Gandhism facilitated
the disruption of the united national-liberation movement
on religious-caste lines, i.e., objectively it brought grist to
the mill of British imperialist policy.

In his socio-economic programme, Gandhi idealised the
survivals and traditions of mediaeval India, i.e., he stood
not for social progress, but for social regression and this
lfeéped the British imperialists to consolidate their rule in
ndia.
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In preaching ‘non-violence’ as the basic method of social
and political struggle, Gandhism caused the greatest harm
to the class struggle and to the national liberation struggle
by deflecting the mass movement from revolutionary aims
and leading it into channels of national reformism.

Gandhism is not an accidental phenomenon. It arose at
a time when the Indian masses for the first time had begun
to awake to political life, when the class consciousness of
the proletariat and the peasantry and their organisation
as a class had not yet reached a very high level. Oppression,
backwardness, the low level of class consciousness of the
Indian masses combined with the tremendous role of
religion, represented a fertile soil for the dissemination of
Gandhism and strengthened its influence among the po-
pular masses.

The Second World War brought about deep changes in
the international situation. The new historical situation is
characterised by the general crisis of world capitalism and
particularly of its colonial system and likewise by a weaken-
ing of the external and internal positions of British impe-
rialism. “World War II aggravated the crisis of the colonial
system, as expressed in the rise of a powerful movement
for national liberation in the colonies and the dependencies.
This has placed the rear of the capitalist system in jeopardy.”
(A.H%hdanov, The International Situation, Moscow, 1947,
p.

Under conditions of the most acute crisis of the colonial
imperialist system, the British colonisers were compelled
to seek for new forms of colonial domination, forms that
are more flexible and camouflaged than before.

“The peoples of the colonies no longer wish to live in
the old way. The ruling classes of the metropolitan countries
can no longer govern the colonies on the old lines.”

With the end of the Second World War, the Indian
national liberation movement entered a new and higher
stage of its development. The revolt in the Indian navy and
the heroic struggle of the Bombay workers in February 1948
proved to be the beginning of the new stage of the freedom
movement. '

The characteristic feature of this stage is the conside-
rable organisation of the Indian proletariat, the growth of
its class consciousness and a strengthening of the hegemony
of the proletariat in the Indian national liberation movement.
Another characteristic feature is the rapid growth of the
peasant movement which - (for example in the  area of
Telengana in the Princedom of Hyderabad:) is tending to
develop into an agrarian revolution. A third feature of the
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new stage is the growth of the anti-imperialist and anti-
feudal movement in the Indian Princely States (Hyderabad,
Kashmir and others). The influence of the Communist
Party of India is growing not only among the working class
but also amongst the Indian peasantry. The Second Congress
of the Communist Party of India which took place in-
March 1948, demonstrated this. The Communist Party of
India is the vanguard of the struggle for real independence
and democracy. :

The growth of the revolutionary struggle of the masses

has led to a demarcation of social forces, a division into

two camps in India. On the one hand is the anti-imperialist
camp unifying the revolutionary elements of society with
the Indian working class at its head, and on the other hand
the camp of imperialism, which includes the Indian Big
Bourgeoisie, the feudal elements and the imperialist bour-
geoisie,

Comrade Stalin chracterises the betrayal by the com-
promising national bourgeoisie of the cause of nationsl
emancipation of its country in the following manner:

“Dreading revolution more than imperialism, con-
cerned more about its moneybags than about the inter-
ests of its own country, this section of the bourgeoisie,
the wealthiest and most influential section, is completely
going over to the camp of the irreconcilable enemies of
the revolution, having entered into a bloc with imperial-
ism against the workers and peasants of its own coun-
try.” (Stalin’s Address to the University of the Toilers
of the East, Lenin, Stalin, Zhukov On the Colonial Ques-
tion, PPH, Bombay, 1948, p. 19)

In the political report of the Central Committee to the
Sixteenth Congress of the CPSU (B), Comrade Stalin
‘speaking of the growth of the revolutionary movement in
India, Indo-China, Indonesia and other countries, gave the
following characterisation of the bourgeois leaders of the
type of Gandhi.- B

. “Messieurs the bourgeoisie count on drowning these
countries in blood and rely upon police bayonets, ap-
pealing to people-like Gandhi for help. There is no doubt
that police bayonets are a bad support. Tsarism also had

“tried in its:days to rely upon police bayonets, but what

-sort of supportit-turned out to be is khown to everyone.

- - As regards the assistance of the type of Gandhi, Tsar-

-~ _.-ism had-a whole bunch of them in the person of the libe-
» -ral-compromisers of every kind, from which however
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nothing except confusion resulted.” (J. Stalin, Report to
the Sixteenth Congress of the CPSU (B)

The Mountbatten Plan and the partition of India are a
direct result of the compromise between British imperialism
and the Indian exploiting upper strata. The British Govern-
ment faced with the growing colonial revolution in India had
to resort to buying over the Indian big bourgeoisie by allow-
ing it to administer the country in the capacity of a junior
partner. The Nehru-Patel Government having come into
power took to the path of suppressing everything that was
progressive, the path of supporting the most violent reaction.
It went over to a policy of terror. It adopted a policy of terror
towards the working class and peasant movement and to
the members of the Communist Party of India and trade
unions. In expressing its protest against the arrest of Indian
trade union leaders, the Communist Party of Great Britain
wrote: “The Indian National Government shamelessly uti-
lises all the repressive and despotic political methods which
have always been associated with imperialist rule.” (Pravda,

~ April 18, 1948) ‘

In these new historical conditions a new ideological
“glorification” of British rule in India is necessary. The
ideology of force conforms more to the new needs of imperial
reaction than reactionary-utopian Gandhism. Gandhism is

undergoing an acute internal crisis which has been histori-.

cally paved for. The development of the national liberation
movement played a decisive role in accentuating the crisis
of Gandhism. From the standpoint of the exploiting upper
strata, the historical mission of Gandhi has ended. Gandhi
can no longer hold back the revolutionary movement of
the masses. The Indian big business in the new stage passes
over to a policy of unconditional capitulation before British
and American capital.

But the role of Gandhism as an instrument of the spiri-
tual oppression of the backward masses of India has not yet
ended. The Indian exploiters and the British colonisers will
as yet utilise Gandhism in order to exploit the consciousness
of the oppressed Indian masses. A clear example of such
a utilisation of Gandhism is seen in-the fact that the first
most organised and revolutionary step of ‘the Indian sailors
in February 1946 was disarmed precisely with the ‘help’
of Gandhism.

Ideology can be a force for conservatism—survivals of
the old ideology continue to linger even when the soil on
which this ideology arose has vanished. The social soil of
Gandhi has far from vanished. The survivals of reactionary
ideology do not disappear by themselves from the conscious-
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ness of the masses and an irreconcilable struggle against
them is necessary. Struggle against Gandhism is one of the
forms of the class struggle of the Indian proletariat—the
ideological class struggle. The struggle against the influences
of Gandhian ideology is all the more necessary since the
British colonisers are attempting to give the ‘old, patriar-

-chal’ Gandhism a ‘new’ pro-fascist colour, and make this

‘newly-baked’ Gandhism the banner of present-day impe-
rialist reaction in India.

Already in 1924, Comrade Stalin pointed out that there
were tremendous revolutionary possibilities in India

“Because that country has a young militant, revolution-
ary proletariat which has such an ally as the national libera-
tion movement—an undoubtedly powerful and undoubtedly
important ally. Because there the revolution is opposed by
such a well-known foe as foreign imperialism which lacks
all moral credit and is deservedly hated by the oppressed and
exploited masses of India.” (Stalin, Problems of Leninism,
p. 32)

The emancipation of the Indian working masses from the
.influence of Gandhian ideology is the necessary step in the
path of the victory of the Indian revolution.



'ELEVERNTH VOLUME OF THE
'WORKS OF J. V. STALIN

By P. YUDIN

OL. XI of the Works of J. V. Stalin contains writings

relating to the period of January 1928 to March 1929.
This short period was replete with events of first-class
magnitude, events which demonstrated the great inspiring
and organising role of our Party in the struggle for the
victory of Socialism in the USSR.

Working in pursuance of the decisions of the Fourteenth
Congress of the CPSU(B), our Party achieved important
successes in carrying out Stalin’s programme for the indus-
trialisation of the country. The foundations of a heavy
industry were laid.

Basing itself on the achievements in the field of indus-
trialisation, the Party of Lenin and Stalin proceeded to
tackle what, after the seizure of bower was the most difficult
of the historic tasks of the Socialist revolution, namely, the
swinging of the labouring peasant masses from the path of
individual farming to the path of Socialist collective farm-
ing. The line of collectivising agriculture approved by the
Fifteenth Congress of the CPSU (B) was, under the guidance
of Comrade Stalin, pursued with the utmost consistency.
All the necessary requisites for a mass collective farm
movement were created.

The Party’s policy met with the ardent approval of the
working people of town and country. The powerful upsurge
of labour enthusiasm of the masses stimulated the extension
of Socialist emulation. The country commenced the
realisation of the first Five-Year Plan.

The successful implementation of the policy of Socialist
industrialisation, the elimination of private owners from
indusiry and trade, the resolute offensive conducted by the
Soviet State against the kulaks—all this evoked the frenzied

resistance of the doomed capitalist elements within the
country.

The kulaks and the capitalist elements in the towns
found ideologians and defenders in the Right capitulators,
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eaded by the Bukharin-Rykov group, who openly opposed
?ﬁ:disgrtgs policy of building Socialism in the USSR.O_l Trlr‘lg
Bolshevik_Party, headed by Comrade Stalin, exposed an
routed these capitulators and restorers of cap;‘gahsné. cade
" In the battles against the Right oppprtumsts, omjt al ;
Stalin united the whole Party, and led it in the granld :s%t fa}c <
on the kulaks—the last stronghold of capitalist exploitation
i ntry. .
" 01\1;01:;9%(1' Zf the Works of Comrade Stalin graphically
reflects every aspect of the many-faceted State, Party and
theoretical activity of our great leader and teacher in th1§
period. Fourteen of his writings—“On the Pr-ograrnme of
the Comintern”, “Industrialisation and the Grain Problem”,
“The National Question and Leninism” and others — are
published in this volume for the first time. o
The writings contained in Vol. XI are vividly indicative
of Comrade Stalin’s unremitting concern for th(_eL further
strengthening of the Party and the cementing of its ranks.

Comrade Stalin stresses the necessity of raising the ideologi-

cal level and enhancing the vigilance of the members of the
Party, and insists on the absolute necessity of developing
criticism and self-criticism to the utmost as a Bolghewk
method of educating cadres and as a driving force in the
lopment of Soviet society. ; )
devePrlgfound theoretical analysis of the international and
internal situation of the country, supreme firmness and
inflexible will in carrying out Lenin’s behests and in Ehe
struggle against the class enemies "z:tnd their Trots'kyneé
Bukharinite agents, veritable genius in the elaboration o
cardinal problems of Marxist-Leninist theory — these are
characteristic features of the works of Comrade Stalin
contained in the eleventh volume.

I

HE Works of Comrade Stalin contained in Vol. XI give

a profound theoretical elaboration of the problems
relating to the Socialist industrialisation of the country, and
draw general theoretical conclusions from the experience
gained in the struggle of the Party and the Soviet people for
the practical effectuation of the policy of industrialisation.

The Soviet State had inherited from tsarism a techni-
cally, economically and culturally backward country. V. L
Lenin had repeatedly pointed out that the elimination of
this backwardness was the principal task of. the working
class in its struggle for the building of Socialism. Alrea}dy
in September 1917, in his celebrated “The Impending
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Catastrophe and How to Combat It”, Lenin, outlining the
economic programme of the Bolshevik in the Socialist
revolution, wrote:

“The result of the revolution has been that the political
system of Russia has in a few months caught up with that
of the advanced countries.

“But this is not enough. The war is inexorable, it puts
the alternative with ruthless severity: either perish, or over-
take and outstrip the advanced countries economically as
well.

“....Perish, or drive full-steam ahead. That is fhe
alternative with which history confronts us.” (Works, Vol.
XXV, P. 338, Russian edition)

The decisive requisite for eliminating the technical and
economic backwardness of the country was to build a
powerful up-to-date Socialist industry, especially an indus-
try producing means of production.

Comrade Stalin made a priceless contribution to Lenin-
ism comprehensively elaborating the theory of Socialist
industrialisation as the decisive requisite for laying the
material basis of Socialism and safeguarding the political
and economic independence of the Soviet Union.

Of decisive importance in the struggle for industrialisa-
tion was the question of the pace of industrial development.
In his elucidation on “The Industrialisation of the Country
and the Right Deviation in the CPSU (B)”, Comrade Stalin
pointed out that both external and internal conditions
dictated the necessity for a rapid rate of industrialisation.
The independence of our country could not be safeguarded
unless we had an adequate industrial base for defence,

On the other hand, the backwardness of the national
economy, and especially of agriculture, was one of the chief
obstacles to the rapid development of industry. Either the
whole economy of the country, including agriculture, must
be placed on the technical basis of modern large-scale
production, or a return to capitalism was inevitable—that
was how matters stood.

“And it is impossible to place the economy of the country
on a new technical basis without a rapid rate of development
of our industry, and primarily of the production of the means
of production,” Comrade Stalin said. (p. 256)

Comrade Stalin scientifically demonstrated the necessity -

for a rapid rate of industrialisation of the country in order
that the USSR might, in a historically brief period, overtake
and outstrip economically the principal capitalist countries.
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At the same time, Comrade Stalin posed in all ifs
amplitude the question of the sources of industrialisation,
disclosing the fundamental difference between the sources
of capitalist and Socialist industrialisation. Examining the
history of the industrialisation of the principal capitalist
countries he showed that, in the case of England, these
sources were colonial plunder over the course of centuries;
in the case of Germany, the five thousand million she
received in indemnities from France after the Franco-Prus-
sian war; and in the case of tsarist Russia, extortionate
loans received from foreign capitalists.

The methods of capitalist industrialisation were abhor-
rent to the Soviet State because of its very nature. In tha
speech at a plenum of the Central Committee on “Indus-
trialisation and the Grain Problem”, first published in Vol.
X1, Comrade Stalin- called upon the Party to develop in-
dustry, to industrialise the country at the expense of inter-
nal accumulations.

As history shows, the Socialist method of industrialisa-
tion elaborated by Comrade Stalin proved immeasurably
more effective than the capitalist method. Within the short
space of thirteen years, the Soviet Union was transformed
from a backward country into a great Socialist industrial
power, which proved capable not only of withstanding the
military onslaught of fascist Germany, which had seized
possession practically of .the whole war industry of Europe,
but also of smashing her. And the might of our Socialist
industry is being demonstrated with fresh force today, after
the war, in the rapidity with which the national economy
is being rehabilitated and developed. These epoch-making
victories are the triumph of the genius of Stalin’s plan for
the industrialisation of the USSR.

Guiding themselves by Stalin’s precepts on industriali-
sation and by the great experience of the USSR in laying
the industrial foundation for Socialism, the People’s Demo-
cracies are today successfully tackling the problem of
industrialisation in their countries. The People’s Democra-
cles are developing in much more favourable conditions
than those in which the USSR developed. They are in
friendly alliance among themselves and with the USSR,
which is rendering them immense assistance in laying the
foundations of Socialism. This lends them great opportuni-
ties in overcoming their economic backwardness and creates
favourable conditions for the successful accomplishment of
their plans of Socialist construction.

The theory of Socialist industrialisation worked out by
Comrade Stalin is of international importance; it is the
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scientific programme of the Bolshevik Party in the building
of Communist society. ’

II

OMRADE Stalin rendered paramount and historic

service in providing an exhaustive answer to the ques-
tion how the millions of labouring peasants were to be
enlisted for Socialism. Comrade Stalin shattered to atoms
all the anti-Marxist theories on the peasant problem, and,
guiding himself by Lenin’s cooperative plan, developed a
harmonious theory of collectivisation of agriculture.

Much attention is devoted in Vol. XI of the Works of
J. V. Stalin to the Socialist reconstruction of agriculture.

Comrade Stalin showed that the question of putting agricul-

ture on the lines of large-scale Socialised economy was a
question of the future of Socialism in the USSR, of the
elimination of the roots of capitalism in our country.

By 1928, the country was confronted with great diffi-
culties arising from the fact that small-commodity, low
productive individual peasant farming could not satisfy the
growing needs of the State. Although agriculture as a whoie
had surpassed its-pre-war level of output, the gross output
of its principal branch-—grain production—was only 91 per
cent of prewar, while the aggregate surplus of grain sold
for the supply of the towns barely reached 37 per cent of
pre-war. Moreover, all the signs pointed to the danger of
a further decline in the output of commodity grain.

Comrade Stalin showed that the solution of the grain
problem involved a fundamental, Socialist reconstruction of
agriculture,

“It is impossible”, he said, “endlessly, i.e., for too great
& length of time, to base the Soviet system and Socialist
construction on two different foundations, on the foundation
of Socialist industry, the most large-scale and integrateg,
and on the foundation of small-commodity peasant farming,
the most highly disintegrated and backward. We must gradu-~
ally, but systematieally and persistently, place our agriculture
on a new technical basis, the basis of large-scale broduction,
bringing it up to the level of Socialist industry. Either we
solve this problem—and then the final victory of Socialism
in our country will be assured—or we turn away from it, do
not solve this problem—and then s return to-capitalism may
become inevitable.” (Pp. 253-54)

In January and February 1928, Comrade Stalin made a
tour of a number of Siberian districts (Novosibirsk, Barnaul,
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Biisk, Rubtsovsk, Omsk), took part in joint meetings of
Party functionaries and representatives of the Soviets and
State purchasing organisations, and addressed meetings in
various districts of Siberia. In these speeches, first published
in Vol. XI of the Works under the title, “Grain Procurement
and Prospects for the Development of Agriculture”, Com-
rade Stalin mapped for the Party organisations a programme
for the reconstruction of agriculture on Socialist lines and
for combating the kulaks.

In the works published in Vol XI, Comrade Stalin
devotes particular attention to the question of strengthening
the bond between town and country, between the working
class and the peasantry, and the utmost development of all
forms of cooperation in the countryside. The Right capitu-
lators endeavoured to distort Lenin’s idea of the bond bet-
ween the working class and the basic mass of the peasantry,
representing it solely as a question of satisfying the consu-
mer demands of the peasants, and ignoring the leading role
of the working class in the bond. Exposing the anti-Leninist
views of the Right capitulators, Comrade Stalin declared:

“The aim of the bond is to bring the peasantry close to

~ the working class, as the leader of our entire development,

to strengthen the alliance of the peasantry with the working

class as the leading force in this alliance, gradually to

remould the peasantry, its psychology and its broduction,

in the spirit of collectivism, and in this way to prepare the
conditions for the abolition of classes”. (P. 162)

Guided by Comrade Stalin, the Communist Party
worked persistently and patiently for several years brepar-
ing all the conditions, necessary for the great revolutionary
change in the countryside, for the transition to solid collec-
tivisation and the abolition, on this basis, of the last of the
exploiting classes—the kulaks,

The writings in Vol. XI show the supreme perspicacity
and persistence displayed by Comrade Stalin in preparing
the Party for the decisive battle against the kulaks. For
this purpose, the working people had to be intellectually
armed, the anti-Marxist bourgeois theory of the Righis
respecting the “peaceful mergence” of the kulaks with
Socialism had to be utterly demolished. This task was per-
formed by Comrade Stalin. He showed that in the transition
period from capitalism to Socialism, under the dictatorship
of the proletariat, the class struggle does not subside, does
not die away, but becomes more acute.

“It has never been the case, and it never will be,” Com-
rade Stalin said, “that moribund ¢lasses voluntarily surrender
cs
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i itions Wi i i esistance....
their positions without attempting to orgargsg by
On the contrary, the advance towards Socialism cannot b_ut
lead to resistance to this advance on the part of the exploit-

ing elements and the resistance of the exploiters cannot but.

lead to an inevitable sharpening of the class struggle.”
(p. 172)

The resistance of the capitalist elements within thF
country inevitably merged with the struggle of the bOlﬁl'—
geoisie of foreign States against the Soviet Union. In tt }:s
struggle, the imperialists reliqd upon the remnants of the
shattered exploiting classes inside our country. 1

Comprehensively elaborating the programme of co e}:’-
tivisation of agriculture, Comrade Stahn_showed that the
transition to collectivisation could be achieved, npt by the
peasants simply and peacefully joining the collective farrlr;s,
but by a mass struggle of the peasants against the kulaks.
It was necessary to defeat the kulaks in open battle in the
sight of the whole peasantry, so as to convince the peasants
of the weakness of the capitalist elements. _

“Pirst Results of the Procurement Campaign and thi
Further Tasks of the Party”, “Resul@s of the July Plenum of
the CC, CPSU(B)”, “Industrialisation and the Grain Pro-
blem”, “On the Bond Between Workers and Peasants and on
State Farms” and other works contained in Vol. XI :shovz
that the Party, led by Comrade Stalin, the great continuer
of Lenin’s cause, successfully coped with the most dlfﬁculf
tasks of developing collectivisation and of smashing the last
and most numerous of the exploiting classes—t}.le kulaks.

Guided by Comrade Stalin, the Party in the end
succeeded in swinging the basic mass .of the peasantry to
the lines of Socialism and in eliminating the kulaks as a
class on the basis of sclid collectivisation. This was a
profound revolutionary accomplishment, as important in its
consequences as the revolution of October 1917. ,

As the result of the accomplishment of Stalin’s plan for
the collectivisation of agriculture and thanks to the efforts
of the Bolshevik Party and the Soviet people, the most
highly mechanised, the largest in scale and most productive
agriculture in the world was created in the USSR.

The victory of Seccialism in agriculture in the USSR

points the way to Socialism for the peasants of the Who_le
world. The People’s Democracies are already engaged in
the practical solution of this problem. Of course, each
country will find its own ways of accomphshmg the Somal.lst
reconstruction of agriculture, depending upon jche specific
economie, cultural and historical conditions of its develop-
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ment. However, the path traversed by the Soviet peasantry
is general and applicable to the peasants of all countries.
Comrade Stalin’s writings on the ways, means and
method of Socialist industrialisation of the country and col-
lectivisation of agriculture constitute a new chapter in the
history of the development of Marxism-Leninism, and
represent one of the most important departments of the new

science created by Comrade Stalin—the Political Economy
of Socialism.

II1

T HE works included in Vol. XI show how congistently

and persistently Comrade Stalin conducts the struggle
to strengthen the Bolshevik Party, to keep its principles pure
and to develop Marxist-Leninist theory.

We know that the Fifteenth Party Congress decided
that the views of the Trotskyites were incompatible with
membership in the CPSU(B) and expelled them from the
Party. Demolished ideologically and organisationally by the
Party, the Trotskyites became an unprincipled clique of
political scoundrels and careerists, a gang of political double-
dealers. In his article, “They have Reached the Depths”,
first published in Vol. XI of the Works, Comrade Stalin
points out that the Trotskyites had become an underground
anti-Soviet organisation, hostile to the proletarian dictator-

‘ship.

The sharpening of the class struggle in the country
found its reflection in the Party. The Bukharin-Rykov anti-
Party group, which expressed the interests of the kulaks
and urban capitalist elements, came out openly against the
Party’s policy. The Right capitulators fiercely resisted the
policy of industrialising the country and collectivising
agriculture. In their efforts to save the kulaks, they tried
to secure the repeal of the emergency measures against the
kulaks and cooked up their anti-Leninist theory of the “sub-
sidence of the class struggle” and of the “peaceful mergence”
of the kulaks into Socialism. The whole programme of the
Rights reflected their counter-revolutionary aspiration to
drive the country towards capitalist restoration.

At the Plenum of the Moscow Committee and Moscow
Control Commission of the CPSU(B) in 1928, Comrade
Stalin stressed the necessity of waging a struggle on two
fronts while concentrating fire on the Right deviation. The
Rights, Comrade Stalin said, represented an agency of the
kulaks within the Party.
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“....The triumph of the Right deviation in our Party
would unleash the forces of capitalism, undermine the revo-
lutionary positions of the proletariat and increase the
chances of the restoration of capitalism in our country,”
Comrade Stalin said. ((P. 231)

In the struggle against the enemies of Leninism, Com-
rade Stalin ideologically armed our Party, and disclosed the
substance of the deviations from the general line of the
Party and the social roots from which they sprang.

“The social basis of the deviations is the fact that small-
scale production predominates in our country, the fact that
out of small-scale production rise the capitalist elements, the
fact that our Party is surrounded by a petty-bourgeois
environment, lastly, the fact, that certain sections of our
Party are infected by this environment.” (Pp. 269-270)

Comrade Stalin mobilised the entire Party to combat
the Right deviation. Right opportunism was shattered idec-
logically and organisationally. From this struggle the Party
emerged ideologically and organisationally stronger than
before.

Comrade Stalin showed that the Right and the “Left”
deviations were two forms of the struggle of the ideology
of bourgeois restoration against Marxism—Leninism, against
Socialism. The Party, Comrade Stalin said, must wage the
fight on two fronts.

Comrade Stalin gave a profound theoretical analysis
of Centrism as a political phenomenon.

“Centrism cannot be regarded as a special concept: on
the one side, say, sit the Rights, on the other the “Lefts”
and In between the Centrists, Centrism is a political concept.
Its ideology is one of adaptation, the ideology of subordinat-
Ing the interests of the proletariat to the interests of the

) pvetty-bourgeoisie within one commeon party. Itisan ideology
alien and abhorrent to Leninism.” (P. 282)

The problem of the struggle against anti-Marxist devia-
tions in the Party worked out by Comrade Stalin constitute
a further development of the theory of the party of a new
type, the Party of Leninism, a further development of the
strategy and tactics of Marxism and Leninism, and are of
prime importance to the entire international Communist
movement,.

Of outstanding and fundamental theoretical importance
are Comrade Stalin’s bronouncements on the subject of
criticism and self-criticism contained in a number of thes
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works in Vol. XI. In his article, “Against Vulgarising the
Slogan of Self-Criticism”, Comrade Stalin wrote:

“....Belf-criticism is an indispensable and permanently
operative weapon in the arsenal of Bolshevism, one indissolu-
bly connected with the very nature of Bolshevism, with its
revolutionary spirit.”

“....Without self-criticism there can be no proper
education of the Party, the class and the masses; without
broper education of the Party, the class and the masses
there can be no Bolshevism.” (Pp. 128 and 129)

In mobilising the Party for the victorious building of
Socialism, Comrade Stalin laid emphatic stress on the neces-
sity of training new, Bolshevik cadres for all branches of
Government administration, economy and culture.

In his historical speech at the Eighth Congress of the
Young Communist League in May 1928, Comrade Stalin
said:

“We now need whole bodies, hundreds and thousands of
new Bolshevik cadres, capable of being up to the mark in
the most diverse branches of knowledge. Without this, there
is no use talking about a rapid pace of Socialist consiruction
in our country. Without this, there is no use talking about
our being able to overtake and outstrip the advanced
capitalist countries.” (P. 77)

The necessity of training new cadres, coming from the
working class, was emphatically stressed by Comrade Stalin
in his report on “The Work of the April Joint Plenum of
the Central Committee and the Central Control Commis-
sion”.

In the case of bourgeois society, the basic cadres of
intellectuals are created even before the bourgeoisie comes
to power. But the proletariat has to create its intelligentsia
in the course of building Socialism. The Bolshevik Party
set about the solution of this difficult problem with 211 its
customary energy and efficiency, and successfully solved it.

Vol. XI contains Comrade Stalin’s well-known speech
on “The Three Distinguishing Features of the Red Army”,
in which he said that the Red Army was an army of eman-
cipated workers and peasants, an army of brotherhood
among the nations of our country, an army educated in a
spirit.of respect for the peoples of other countries, in a spirit
of maintaining and establishing peace among them. These
distinguishing features are the source of the strength and
might of the Soviet Army so brilliantly displayed in the
Great Patriotic War.
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C OMRADE Stalin’s “The National Question and Lenin<

ism”, which is published for the first time in Vol. XI,
is a magnificent contribution to Marxism-Leninism.

We know that Comrade Stalin performed distinguished
service in the creation and development of the Marxist
theory of the national question. His classical work “Marxism
and the National Question”, written in 1913, was assessed
by Lenin as the best that had ever been written by Marxists
on the national problem. - Developing the ideas of this
masterly work, and drawing general theoretical conclusions
from 2ll the innovations Socialism was introducing into
the national life of the Soviet people, Comrade Stalin, in
his “The National Question and Leninism”, for the first time
in Marxist literature formulated the thesis of bourgeois
and Socialist nations.

Before drawing his conclusion regarding Socialist
nations and demonstrating this new thesis, Comrade Stalin
thoroughly analyses the question of bourgeois nations.

He rejects the muddled theses of certain authors who
held that nations arose and existed in pre-capitalist times.
Comrade Stalin points out that in the pre-capitalist period
individual elements of nationality — language, territory,
common culture—did exist, but these elements were in an
embryonic state and at best constituted only a latent poten-
tiality for the formation of nations in the future.

Comrade Stalin says that the rise of the so-called
“modern” nations was connected with the rise of capitalism,
that they were the creations of a definite era, the era of
the development of capitalism. In this period the destiny
of the national movement was naturally bound up with the
destiny of the bourgeoisie. In this period the bourgeoisie
and its nationalist parties were and remained the principal
directing force of such nations.

The ideological and social-political tenets of these
nations were: class peace within the nation for the sake of
“national unity”, expansion of the territory of one’s own
nation by seizing territories of other nations, distrust and
detestation of other nations, suppression of national mino-
rities, a united front with imperialism, etc.

“Such nations”, Comrade Stalin says, “should be defined
as bourgeocis nations. Such, for instance, were the French,
English, Italian, North-American and other, similar, nations.
Such bourgeois nations, too, were the Russian, Ukrainian,
Tartar, Armenian, Georgian and other naticns in Russia
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prior to the establishment of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and the Soviet system in our country. o

“Clearly, the destiny of such nations was bound up v\{lth
the destiny of capitalism, and with the fall of capitalism
such nations were bound to depart from the scene.” (P. 338)

The Socialist revolution in the USSR wrought a radical
change in the economic, political and cultural life ?jf the
Soviet people and changed their mentality. In the USSR,
Socialist nations arose and developed.

“These are new, Soviet nations, that developed and tock
shape on the basis of the old, bourgeois nations afier the
overthrow of capitalism in Russia, the liquidation of the
bourgeoisie and its nationalist parties, after the establishment
of the Soviet system. '

“The working class and its internationalist Party consti-
tute the force that cements these new nations and directs
them. The alliance of the working class and the labouring
peasantry within the nation with the purpose of eliminating
the relics of capitalism for the sake of the equality and free
development of nations and national minorities; abolition
of the relics of nationalism, for the sake of the promotion
of friendship among nations and the affirmation of interna-
tionalism; a united front with all oppressed and unegqual
nations in the struggle against the policy of conguest and
wars of conguest, in the struggle against imperialism—such
is the spiritual and social-pelitical aspect of these nations.

“Such nations should be defined as Socialist nations.”
(P. 339)

Comrade Stalin points out that the formation of Social-
ist nations does not imply the elimination of nations in
general, but only of bourgeois nations. He stresses that the
new, Socialist nations are much more closely welded and
united than any bourgeois nation, since they are exempt
from the irreconcilable class antagonisms that corrode bour-
geois nations, and are, to a far greater extent than any
bourgeois nations, nations of the people in.general. .

Of exclusive importance from the scientific and political
standpoint is the perspective Comrade Stalin draws of the
future development of nations. Basing h1mse1f on the
opinions expressed by V. I. Lenin, and developing ﬂ}e theses
formulated in his speech of May 18, 1925, on the “Political
Tasks of the University of the Peoples of the East”, Com-
rade Stalin showed that in the period of the victory of
-Socialism in one country, nations do not die away but
flourish and develop.
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Nor will the first stage in the period of the world dicta-
torship of the proletariat mark the beginning of the dying
away of nations and national languages, the beginning of
the evolution of a universal language. Comrade Stalin holds
that national distinctions will begin to die away and a
universal language for all peoples will be elaborated only
in that period of the development of a world Socialist
society:

“When the world Socialist economic system has become
sufficiently strong and Socialism has become part of the life
of the peoples, when the nations have become convinced by
practice of the advantages of a universal language over
national languages....” (P. 349)

In his “The National Question and Leninism”, Comrade
Stalin gives a profound and full-length definition of the po-
licy of the Bolshevik Party on the national question. He says,
firstly, that—

“The Russian Marxists have always held by the premise
that the national question is part of the general question
of the development of the revolution, that in the different
stages of the revclution the national question has different
tasks corresponding to the character of the revolution at
each particular historical moment, and that the Party’s
bolicy on the national question changes accordingly.” (P. 350)

Having put an end to the power of the bourgeoisie in
Russia and established the dictatorship of the proletariat,
the Bolshevik Party completely abolished the system of
national oppression and established equality of the nations
in our country. The Party helped the formerly oppressed
nations to rise to their feet, to revive and develop their
national cultures, and to train their own national Party and
Soviet cadres, and in this way encouraged the consolidation
and development of new, Socialist nations.

The Party’s Leninist-Stalinist national policy has led
to the building up of an indestructible friendship among the
Peoples of the USSR, to the formation and consolidation of
a Soviet multi-national State, whose strength and firmness
may be envied by any non-Soviet State.

Comrade Stalin’s work “The National Question and
Leninism”, like his other works on the national question, is
a reliable compass for the Communist Parties and working
people of all countries that are now struggling for national
independence and equality, for the abolition of national
oppression and for the establishment of firm friendship and
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cooperation among nations. The works of Comrade Stalin
constitute a mighty intellectual weapon in the struggle
-against bourgeois nationalism and cosmopolitanism and for
the victory of the lofty ideas of proletarian internationalism,

A%

MUCH space in the works included in Volume XI is
devoted to the international revolutionary movement
and the tasks of the fraternal Communist Parties.

Comrade Stalin lays stress on the international import-
ance of the Great October Socialist Revolution and of the
work of Socialist construction in the USSR. The Socialist
Revolution in the USSR is by its very nature—

“part of the world revolution, a base and implement of the
world revolutionary movement.” (P. 152)

Holding aloft the banner of revolutionary internation-
alism, Comrade Stalin speaks of the international tasks of
the workers of the USSR and of other countries.

“Undouktedly, the international character of our revo-
lution lays certain duties upon the proletarian dictatorship
in the USSR in respect to the proletarians and oppressed
masses of the whole world.” (Pp. 151-152)

The whole world can now see how successfully the
Soviet revolution is performing its international duty. The
first Socialist country in the world rendered subs‘tant}al
assistance to the working class of the People’s Democracies
in conquering power, and is now assisting the People’s
Democracies in the building of Socialism. _

The greatest assistance the Soviet Union has r1endered
the working class of the world is that it smashed the most
reactionary of forces, German fascism, and thgreby_sayed
the peoples from enslavement by the German imperialists.

The Soviet Union pursues a consistent foreign policy.
The words pronounced by Comrade Stalin in 1928 have a
powerful resonance today:

“It would be foolish fo assume that international capital
will leave us in peace. No, comrades, that is not true.
Classes exist, international capital exists, and it cannot look
calmly on the development of a country that is building
Socialism.... One or the other: either we continue to con-
duct a revolutionary policy, rallying around the working
class of the USSR the proletarians and the oppressed of all
countries—and then infernational capital will do everything
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to interfere with out progress; or we abandon our revolution-
ary policy, and make a number of fundamental concessions
to international capital—in which case international capital
will probably not be averse to ‘assist’ us in the matter of the
degeneration of our Socialist country into a ‘good’ bourgeois
republic.” (Pp. 54-55)

Today the Soviet Union is performing its duty to the
international proletariat and to the working people of the
whole world by successfully building Communism, by dis-
interestedly assisting the People’s Democracies and the
national-liberation struggle of the oppressed peoples, and by
its leading role in the fight for peace, and against the
imperialist instigators of a new war.

Comrade Stalin, at the same time, stressed the duties
of the international proletariat to the Soviet Union. In his
speech on “The Programme of the Comintern” at the
Plenum of the Central Committee in July 1928, (first
published in this volume) Comrade Stalin said:

“These duties of the proletariat consist in supporting
the USSR in its struggle against its internal and externsi
enemies, in its war against a war aiming at stifling the
proletarian dictatorship in the USSR, and in preaching that
the armies of imperialism should directly pass over to the
side of the proletarian dictatorship in the USSR in the eveni
of an attack on the USSR.” (P. 152)

The strength of the working class movement lies in its
fidelity to the great ideas of proletarian internationalism.
Every retreat from it is a betrayal of the cause of Socialism
and desertion to the camp of the bourgeoisie. So it is now
with the Tito clique in Yugoslavia. Having betrayed
internationalism, Tito’s bourgeois-nationalist clique traver-
sed the shameful path from Socialism to fascism and
definitely deserted the camp of democracy and Socialism
for the camp of imperialism and fascism, for the camp of
the sworn enemies of the Soviet Union, the People’s Demo-
cracies and the world Communist movement.

Discussing the way the Communist Parties of other
countries can benefit from the experience of the USSR,
Comrade Stalin drew attention' to the international
significance of NEP,

“Can the capitalist countries, even the most developed
of them, do without NEP in the transition from capitalism
to Socialism? I think not. In one degree or another, the
New Economic Policy, with its market ties, and the utilisa-
tion of these market ties, will be absclutely indispensable
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for every capitalist country in the period of the dictatorship
of the proletariat.” (P. 145)

These were prophetic words. The economic policy
pursued today in the People’s Democracies conforms to all
the basic principles of NEP. In these countries, the econc-
mic key positions, including wholesale trade, are in the
hands of the State. But side by side with this freedom of
trade exists. Small retail trade is to a large degree in the
hands of private enterprise. The regulating role in econo-
mic life as a whole belongs to the Socialist sector, to the
People’s Democratic State.

Comrade Stalin clearly foresaw the ways of solving the
land problem in countries which would cast loose from the
imperialist system. In reply tc those who insisted wupon
nationalisation of the land, -especially in capitalistically
developed countries, Comrade Stalin, in his speech on “The
Programme of the Comintern”, said:

“Those comrades are wrong who think that the more
capitalistically developed a country is, the easier will it be
to carry through the nationalisation of all the land there.
On the confrary, the more capitalistically developed a coun-
try is, the more difficult will it be to carry through the
nationalisation of all the land, because the traditions of
private ownership of land are all the sironger there, and the
more difficult will it be, conseguently, to combat these
traditions.” (P. 149)

Comrade Stalin, therefore, warned that nationalisation
of all the Iand must not be proclaimed at once, on the very
first day of the proletarian revolution, because the peasantry,
imbued as it is with the proprietory instinet, will not be
able at once to digest this slogan. It is by this wise policy
of Stalin that the Communist and Workers’ Parties in the
People’s Democracies are guiding themselves today, gradu-
ally preparing the labouring peasants for collective forms
of agricultural production. '

Basing himself on Lenin’s exposition of the nature of
imperialism, Comrade Stalin continued the analysis of the
laws of the development of imperialism and of its contradic-
tions in the period of the general crisis of capitalism. Apart
from the main contradiction, the contradiction between the
camps of Socialism and imperialism, profound contradictions
between imperialist countries inevitably lead to new clashes
among them, to new imperialist wars. The contradictions
between labour and capital and between the metrcpolitan
countries and the colonies are growing ever more acute. All
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this is inevitably leading to the downfall of capitalism.
Comrade Stalin disclosed the main contradictions
dividing the imperialist forces. The characteristic feature

of the present development of imperialism, he said in 1928,
is that—

“of the various contradictions existing in the camp of capi-
talists, the contradiction between American capitalism and

the British capitalism has become the main contradiction”
(P. 198)

Comrade Stalin makes 3 concrete analysis of these con-
tradictions. He shows that a struggle is in progress between
America and Britain for oil, for markets of sale, for export
markets, and for the lines of communication to markefs of
sale and sources of raw material.

“...All these basic questions drive towards one basic
broblem, the problem of the struggle between Britain ang
America, for world hegemony.” (P. 198)

This conclusion of Comrade Stalin remains indispen-
sable today for a proper understanding of the bresent
situation.

Analysing the imperialist contradictions, Comrade
Stalin showed that they were leading to new imperialist
wars.

“And the most important thing in all this,” he said in

1828, in his report on ‘The Results of the July Plenum of the

CC CPSU(B)’, “is that Social-Democracy...constitutes the

principal support of capitalism within the working class in

the matter of breparing new wars and interventions.” (P. 201)

Defining the tasks of the Communist Parties, Comrade
Stalin pointed to the hecessity of waging an unrelaxing
struggle against Social-Democracy all along the line and of
creating a united front of the workers of the advanced
countries and the labouring masses of the colonies against

imperialist war.

These precepts of Comrade Stalin are of Paramount
theoretical and political importance to the fraternal Com-
munist Parties in all their activities. They help the Commu-
nists of all countries to expose the imperialist instigators of
2 new war and their chief adjutors, the present-day Right
Socialists, and to mobilise the masses to fight for stable
democratic peace, for the triumph of democracy and Social-
ism, and against imperialism.

REVIEW OF THE
ALL-INDIA PEACE COMGRESS

(From November 24 (o 27, £S48

T HE All-India Peace Congress held in Calcutte_: from

November 24 to 27, 1949, has served a powerful blow
to the warmongering imperialist Powers led by America
and their Indian partners, represented by the Nehru GQV-
ernment, It was the people’s offensive against the enemies
of last'ng peace, People’s Democracy and Soc1al1sm: )

The rally of 100,000 people in the Calcutta Maidan on
November 26 was an effective demonstration of the will and
determination of the Indian people to impose peace upon
the warmongers and to fight imperialism f_or “freefiqm,
democracy and life”, It represents another victory of the
international anti-imperialist camp. ) o

The spectacle of marching peace-partisans in tnogsm}ds
with burning torches in their hands, parading thl.“ougn the
streets of Calcutta on November 28 and 27, ilh%mma‘u:ed the
hearts of the toiling people with the conviction that the
clique of capitalists and landlords have not the power to
make a present of the Indian people as cannon-fo_dder in an
imperialist war. It inflicted another defeat on the imperialist
camp. _ o

The “Statement on Peace” unanimously adopted by the
Congress and acclaimed with resounding ch_eers: In a great
gathering of 100,000 men and women belonging to ail walks
of life, embodies within it the charter of peace-loving peo-
pble engaged in daily struggles in factprigs, ofﬁces‘ and i_ielg§
against a despotic Government. It indicts the imperialist
Warmongers and their Indian collaborators and triumphant-
Iy declares:

“We shall rally the people of zll races, creeds and pro-
fessions to condemn war breparations and war measures, t¢
oppose the use of Indian rescurces for the purpose oA suB-

- pressing other people’s independence, to protest againss thg
crushing burden of military expenditure, to refuse to be ussd
in preparation for war.”
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The statement calls upon the people to “unite to win
the battle for Peace” and this call is a mighty challenge to
all conspirators against world peace.

The brilliant success of the All-India Peace Congress
culminating in the mammoth rally of 100,000 represents
another testimony to the truth that “the strength of the
world camp of peace and democracy is growing faster than
ever before”, the imperialist camp stands exposed as weak
and isolated.’

II

T HE All-India Peace Congress was a historic demonstra-

tion of the Indian People’s Democratic Front in flesh
and blood. It was a representative gathering of Indian toil-
ers and democratic forces, steeled in epic struggles againsi
unprecedented repression and terror launched by the Con-
gress administration. It was a demonstration of fighting peo-
ple’s unity.

The session was attended by 3,000 delegates (including
1,700 associate delegates) representing 250 mass organisa-
tions with an aggregate membership of two million men
and women. Behind these two million organised toilers,
stand millions of partisans in the struggle for democracy,
land and food.

At the head of this mighty front stands the Indian wor-
king class, the most progressive class in modern society and
the leader of democratic struggles. The All-India Trade
Union Congress, with a record of 800,000 membership and
enjoying the allegiance of several hundreds of thousands
of unorganised workers, constituted the leading force of the
session., Amongst the 3,000 delegates, the industrial and
agricultural workers together constituted about 75 per cent.

They are not just ordinary workers, but workers who are
in the firing line at the head of millions who are resisting
the fascist offensive of the Government and the capitalists,
through heroic strike struggles. About four million man-
days lost in the first half of 1949 through strikes and lock-
outs and many millions through agricultural workers’
strikes, give an indication of the fighting forces led by the
All-India Trade Union Congress.

Next in importance stand the delegates of the toiling
peasants organised under the banner of the All-India Kisan
Sabha. Amongst them were delegates from Telengana where
the fighting peasants liberated 2,000 villages from the Ni-
zam’s rule and who are now defending their rights against
the repression of the military administration. Amongst
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them were the delegates from Kakdwip where the fight-
ing peasants and agricultural workers have followed in the
footsteps of Telengana and are heroically defending them-
selves. Amongst them were delegates from numerous Pre-
vinces- and districts where the martyrdom of peasants —
men and women—has written in letters of blood and fire a
glorious chapter in the history of Indian democratic strug-
gles led by the All-India Kisan Sabha.

Enlisted in the contingent was the All-India Students’
Federation with a membership of 80,000 representing the
pick of the youth passing through an epoch-making gigan-
tic struggle for democratic education and political liberties.
They represent a new student movement that is being born
in our country and

“which is being inspired by working class heroism, which
increasingly looks to the working class with sympathy and
devotion, which is learning to hate all expioitation and lock
to the working class for leadership in the people’s struggles
to break the chains of hunger and slavery.”

The Mahila Atma Raksha Samity with its membership
of 20,000 women and a historic record of gallantry and
martyrdom, constituted one of the most fighting columns
in the great galaxy of revolutionary democratic fighters that
assembled in the Peace Congress. In West Bengal alone, 23
women martyrs have laid down their lives within two years
in the struggle for food and democratic rights, led by the
Mahila Atma Raksha Samity.

- A large number of clubs and cultural associations from
all parts of India, many prominent artists, educationists and
journalists, a section of the Forward Bloe and the editoriai
boards of about 50 newspapers and periodicals were repre-
sented in the All-India Peace Congress. All genuine pro-
gressive forces mustered strong to assert themselves against
imperialist war, revival of fascism and suppression of demo-
cratic forces.

The All-India Peace Congress was no ordinary gather-
ing but a national anti-imperialist rally whose voice echoed
the true sentiments and interests of all sections of the mass
es. The All-India Peace Congress was a visible demonstra-
tion of the profound truth uttered by Malenkov on the occa-
sion of the 32nd Anniversary of the October Revolution,
that:

“Voices in defence of peace are ringing out ever more
loudly, the mighty movement of the masses of people against
the aggressors and warmongers, for the national indepen-
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" dence and the peaceful cooperation of the peoples is becom-
ing ever wide. Gone are the days when the imperialists were
able to prepare war in deep secrecy, and when war came
down on the heads of the peoples suddenly, confronting
them with the fact that it had already begun. The powerful
movement of the peace-supporters indicates that the peoples
constitute a force capable of curbing the aggressors.”

The All-India Peace Congress was a convocation of com-
mon people who are no longer ignorant of the fact that the
war if it breaks out will not be fought by the capitalists and
landlords who are conspiring for it in their own interests, but
it is the common men who will have to be used as cannon-
fodder and who will have to bear the burden of death and
destruction. They made it plain to the imperialist warmon-
gers and their Indian satellites that the common man refuses
to serve their interests at the cost of his own life.

The All-India Peace Congress was an assembly of peo-
ple who are not merely talkers but people who are actually
fighting for democratic rights with death-defying courage
and resisting the armed forces of the very Government
which is serving the warmongering imperialist Powers.

The peace partisans who assembled in the All-India
Peace Congress were not pacifists who profess peace in
words and passively submit to the imperialist warmongers
in deeds. They were militant fighters whose declarations will
release forces for active struggle in defence of peace.

IIT

T HE rally of a hundred thousand men and women in the

Maidan was an effective demonstration against the
war policy of the Nehru Government which by joining the
British Commonwealth has entered the war camp of Anglo-
Americans; which by inviting American capital is selling
Indian freedom and sovereignty to the Anglo-American im-
perialists. The logical conclusion of this policy is organisa-
tion of war preparations against the Soviet Union—the bas-
tion of world Socialism, lasting peace and sovereignty of
nations.

The Peace Congress has emerged victorious by defeat-
ing at every step the obstruction and repressive measures
of the Congress Government which did its best to frustrate
its preparations. .

At first the bureaucrats thought that by launching
repression they could sabotage all preparations. In pursuance
of this policy they arrested two successive Secretaries of
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the Preparatory Committee and several members of it. The
office of the Preparatory Committee was searched and all
papers were taken away. They arrested a number of people
who joined the propaganda squads. But in place of one
arrested, a dozen came forward te fill up the gap. Prepara-
tions for the Peace Congress could not be stopped.

Bidhan Roy’s police them passed on to more ferocious
attacks. On November 7, a peace procession in Calcutta was
suddenly attacked unawares by armed policemen and ser-
geants with tear-gas bombs, lathis and batons. The entire
gathering heroically withstood the unprovoked attack with
commendable courage and determination. .

Since then, for five successive days, all meetings and
processions organised by the constituent bodies of the Pre-
paratory Committee were attacked so brutally that almost
the entire City boiled with rage. Police action evoked a
wave of angry protests from the people; even certain daily
newspapers who cannot be accused of Communist sympathy,
wrote editorials denouncing the Government and its police.

The repression campaign of the Government served
the opposite purpose; instead of turning the masses away
from the peace campaign, it roused their active interest for it
and extended people’s sympathy and support. The Flag Day
organised by the Preparatory Committee on November 17
for propaganda and collection of funds became a thumping
success. Collection boxes were filled up, 500 propagandists
covered one lakh individuals and sold 25,000 flags. The pro-
paganda squads were hailed everywhere and there was a
stampede for the handbills and posters. Within a short pe-
riod of about ten days, nearly Rs. 10,000 were raised for the
Peace Congress Fund.

The bureaucrats knew fully well that repression would
not succeed. They, therefore, thought of relying on the
clashes for which they themselves were responsible to ban
the Congress on the ground that the organisers of the
Peace Congress are out to create disorder and viclence.
They were so sure of these means that on November 8, the
Police Commissioner informed the Preparatory Committee
that “a Conference of the above nature cannct be allowed
to be held in an open place in view of the situation now
prevailing here”, The Police Commissioner, however, made
a fool of himself and was subsequently forced to admit that
the Government did not place any ban on the Conference.

The “Peace Congress shall be held openly and legally”,
declared the Preparatory Committee and the Police Com-
missioner’s note was exposed as the most arbitrary encroach-
ment on people’s liberties. A storm of popular indignation.

c4 ,




50

o

the part of the police was made impossible.

Finding that the legality of the Conference could 1o
longer be challenged and that it was going to be attended by
thousands of people, they adopted the meaner tactics of refu-
sing to give any permission to erect any pandals in open fields
for the purpose of holding delegates’ meetine and at the
same time warned the owners of the halls and buildings that
no hall and no building shall be allowed to be used for the
purpose of the Peace Congress. But by such tactics they only
made their own position very ridiculous, By refusing halis

burst out throughout the country and any intervention on

Toused so much as a result of the provocative tactics and
mean methods of the Government that people in thousands
would rally for the Peace Congress in defiance of every
obstruction that may be placed.

As the last stroke, the Nehry Government refused ic
give entry visas to foreign delegates. The delegation from
the Soviet Union came upto Karachi, the Viet Nam delegates
could not proceed beyond Rangoon and the delegates from
ittee of the World Peace Congress had
to go back from Cairo, By banning the entry of the dele-
gates from the Soviet Union and other countries into the
Indian Union for attending the Pegce Congress, the Nehru
Government only exposed itself ag the open collaborator
of the Anglo-American Imperialist warmongers. Nehry's

ypocerisy about “neutrality” stood completely unmasked
before the entire peoples. People saw with their own eveg
that the British and American delegates for the governmente
sponsored Pacifist Conference at Shantiniketan were treats
ed as Government guests while the entry into India of tha
Soviet delegates for the All-Tndia Peace Congress was
shamelessly banned, even when the League Government di
not think it wise to pan their entry into Pakistan, By t
action, the Nehry Government coulg not, of course, dama
the Peace Congress, but only damned itself in the eves of ¢
people. The first action of the first day’s session of the All-
India Peace Congress was » unanimous r

g esolution denoun-
cing the Government for the ban on the Soviet and other
delegations.

ad

The bureaucrats did not stop at this; while the Pegee
Congress was in session, they did their

o

best to cripple its
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session itself for fear of reprisals from the people, soﬁhey
wanted to arrest them quietly from the camps. But th_e
camps were not isolated residencesf the board,mg andmloﬁc?g:
ing of the delegates were arranged in workers quartgla and
in the houses of other sections of the people. The workers
and other people managed {0 save the delegates. Of the thre;?
thousand delegates, less than half = dozen could be a‘i:résteii.
The rest fully participated in the four days of the Cor;.zerenq:
and all its associated functions, carried out ‘ghelr tas&; mag-
nificently and left Caleutta after fulfilling the h}s@mc
mission for which they came. Such is the strength and vita-
Ii the people.
o %ie Gc?ver%ment wanted to stifle the voice of the wCon-
ference by banning two weeklies which were devoted exn-
tirely to the publicity of the Pegcg Congres_s. A prf—c%‘?soﬁ:
ship order was served on the Sh_zbzr and while the M afzmﬁt
was being printed, the manuscripts and proofs \VGI‘E‘bS}ZSg
and confiscated, the manager of the press was arre%l,eg. In
doing this, the Government counted upon the facj; t{a
capitalist Press which monopolises all news would be ob :
black cut all news about the Peace Congress. In thgse e.gm:-;-
tations, they counted without the people and Withcju? tm_‘:}
organising ability of the promoters of the Peace Co;lr%_fess.
the Preparatory Committee guided by the All-Indis T
Union Congress. o o ‘
About 300,000 handbills ang leallets were printed and
distributed. Every union tock the initiative and di uter
bandbills disseminating the nev v
and broadcasting the appeals of the Preparator_y Con}:‘ﬂ
The Friends of the Soviet Union came out with daily
letins. The weekly Swedhinate, iliegal organ, was so
thousands of copies as cpenly as any
door Naujavan League, ‘ :
vouth, organised a bri t propagands campaign and
squads functioned like living newspapers. Afﬁ last, whes:
cordon was already broken, the ‘respectable’ Press was .
ced to give a few inches of news every day becaise the
Peace Congress couid no longer be ignored. Two Bengaii
dailies gave considerable publicity when the Pegqe Cﬁqj g1
was in session. To the shame of the Premier dailies ‘f
Amrita Bazar Patrike, the Stat.esman,. angi other; of th:
ilk, it was noted by the people that they did not give to th
news about the Peace Congress that mobilised 100,000 peo-
ple as much space as they gave to Nehru's elephant, donated
to the American General MacArthur’s Japan. o
The All-India Radic ignored the Peage _Congress in obe-
dience to the wishes of American imperialists; the Moscowr
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Radio came in the service of our people, broadcasting daily to
the entire world full proceedings of the entire session of
the All-India Peace Congress. The Indian Radio for which
the Indian people pay refused to serve them in deference to
the wishes of foreign imperialists.

The All-India Peace Congress has exposed not only
Nehru’s foreign policy and Bidhan Roy’s Law and Order, it
has exposed the entire ruling class of Indian oligarchs, its
Press, its Radio, as obedient tools of the American warmon-
gers.

But the conspiracies of these enemies of the people were
of no avail, they were powerless to suppress the voice of
the partisans of peace—so strong are the bonds of interna-
tional solidarity, so powerful is the appeal of the peace
movement, so magnificent is the initiative and unity of the
people. Once again, it has been proved that the camp of the
people is invincible.

The real extent of people’s victory that has been
achieved cannot, however, be realised unless it is recalled
that the Communist Party which leads the working class—
the class which is the driving force and principal mobiliser
of the Peace Congress, is illegal in West Bengal, its leaders
and a very large number of its active cadres are either im-~
prisoned or driven underground, its Press and papers are
confiscated, every manifestation of Communist activity is
outlawed throughout India, The successful conclusion of the
Peace Congress and the rally of 100,000 people bafiling all
obtructions put in their way by the entire might of the
ruling power, proved that no amount of suppression can
stifle the progress of the Party of the working class or stera
the tide of the people’s movement.

A powerful and countrywide movement for peace and
against the war machinations of the Anglo-American im-
perialists and their Indian helpers preceded and prepared for
the All-India Peace Congress at Calcutta.

The 23rd Session of the All-India Trade Union Congress,
in accordance with the decisions of the World Congress for
Peace held in Paris in April 1849, decided to convene an All-
India Congress for Peace in cooperation with all progressive
and democratic organisations of the toiling people in India.
It called upon wvarious Provincial and Regional centres of
the All-India Trade Union Congress to hold peace confer-
ences in different Provinces in cooperation with other pro-
gressive organisations.

On June 26, 1949, the Bombay City and Suburban Peace
Cpnf_erence was held with the participation of about 25 orga-
nisations, like the Bombay Girni Kamgar Union, the Rail-
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wavmen’s unions, Mahila Sangh and Stugients’ Fede,ratzon,
i]?vraiinds of the Soviet Union, the Progressive Writers Asso-~
ciation and the Indian People’s Theatre Association. Four
hundred delegates including 50 women made the Con:_fer-
ence a success despite the police banning the open session.

This was followed by several Provinc.ial_and Reglor}al
conferences which were organised by Prov1_nc1a1 and Regio-
nal centres of the AITUC in cooperation with other progre-
ssive organisations. .

In July, the Assam Provincial Peace Conference was
held at Dibrugarh, an important railway centre in Assagx}z.
This was attended by thousands of workers and other toii-
ing people. The police interfered with the Conference and
opened fire, resulting in the death of nine persons, including
four women. o

A Regional Peace Conference was held at Jh;pansz in
September. The West Bengal Provincial Peace Conference
was held at Calcutta at the end of September. Sixty crgani-
sations of workers, peasants, students, women and other pro-
gressive organisations participated in it. On Qctober 2, a
peace conference was held at Sholapur in which 400 dele-
sates participated. After this, peace conferences were orga-
nised at Delhi and in U.P. ) .

The Bombay Provincial Peace Conference was organi-
sed on October 30 which was attended by over 100 delegates
from all over the Province. Ten thousand workers and other
citizens participated in the cpen rally. 7

Various Provincial and Regional centres of the AITI:TC
were rallying workers and other people in the struggle for

ce.
pes October 2, the International Day of Struggle for Peace,
was observed all over the country at the call of the World
Federation of Trade Unions and the World Peace Congress.
Tn Bombay a peace rally attended by over 2.0,000 workers
and other citizens was held. In Calcutta a big peace_rally
culminating in a procession of 6,000 was held. On October 2,
similar peace rallies were held at Sholapur, Madras, Allep-
pey (in Cochin-Travancore State}, Kanpur, Indore, Bhopal,
Aligarh, Meerut, Gorakhpur (UP.), Rampur and several
other places. o ) )

During the working class solidarity week organised by
the ATITUC from October 31 to November 7, propaganda for
‘the coming All-India Peace Conference at Calcutta was
‘carried on. On November 7, throughout India, the 32nd
Anniversary of the October Revolution was ce}ebrated. The
working class and the toiling millions of India pledged on
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this day to rally behind the world forces of peace led by the-

Great Soviet Union.

Such were the vigorous preparations for the Calcutta -

Conference.

The All-India Peace Congress was the culmination of

this countrywide peace movement, particularly among the

working class, cementing working class unity more solidly - |

than ever before. Herein lies the secret of its succeess.

v

the rank and file workers in the particular trade. The en-
ineering workers were, of course, at the forefront of the
campaign. Bven among the tramway workers whose unity -
has been disrupted by the Socialist lackeys of the Govern-
ment, rank and file workers came together in support of the

[0}

Peace Congress, silencing all disruptors. Tram workers,
irrespective of Party affiliation, joined together and saved
the delegates of the Peace Congress from police arrests.
In jute mills, as in Budge Budge, for instance, the rank
and file workers took the initiative to foil the opposition of
the management, took the propaganda leaflets from the

Peace Squads and themselves disributed the same to the -

mass of workers. Throughout the entire jute belt, neither the
mill management nor the INTUC could prevent workers
from rallying in thousands for the Peace Congress.

In Cossipore, 15 unions and other clubs met together in
a Peace Conference with 70 delegates and called upon the
workers to participate in the work of the Peace Congress. In
the Gun and Shell Factory, peace slogans were written on
the walls by the workers themselves. Prior to the All-India
Peace Congress, peace conferences were held in Kidderpore,
Tollygunge, Badartala, Shahpur, Howrah and numerous
other areas. The brave Pottery workers of Beliaghata, who
were on strike for more than 100 days, held a peace confer-
ence in the face of a gangster attack organised by the Gov-
ernment agents.

In all these conferences, the INTUC leaders. leaders of
the Socialist Panchayats and similar company a’gents were
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completely routed. The working class in the City and 'su.bj
urbs asserted its unity in the struggle against imperialist
Warmongers.

What is it that moved the workers so much and roused
their initiative to such an extent?

The answer to this question was furnished by an orga-
niser who narrated his experience of peace propaganda
among the municipal workers of Calcutta. This is the gist
of what he said:

“I was in the midst of & number of workers belonging
to the INTUC. Formerly, they won’t even listen 1o anyons
who belongs to a Red Flag union. They asked me gquestions
about the real intentions of the spongors of the Ail-India
Peace Congress. I explained to them that the British and
American imperialists are msaking conspiracies for a new
war and the Congress Government in our country is thrusi-
ing upon your shoulders all these retrenchments, high prices
and -cuts in real wages because they are pledged to carry
out imperialist orders to make preparations for a new war
against the Soviet Union. The All-India Peace Congress
is being convened to make it known to the world that we—
the Indian people—refuse to become cannon-fodder for an
Imperialist war.

“The workers heard with rapt attention, the gathering

arcund me increased by this time and I noticed that 2 man

looking like a police waicher was standing nearby. I pointed
out to these workers that I cannot continue my falk as thers
are people who can call the police and get me caught and I
am instructed by my union not to get caught. At this the
workers assembled replied—‘Go on, comrade, with your talk,
the leaders of our union never tell us these truths. We will
not let anybody arrest you, let anyone touch you and we
will see.

“You must remember that I was speaking to that sec-
tion of workers who are fanatically loyal to the INTUC, who
sometime back, would not hesitate to assault me at the bid-
ding of INTUC leaders. When I finished my talk, they
requested me to come to them again and explain more.”

This small incident narrated by an organiser of the Peace
Congress gives an indication why the appeal against war
reused the workers and closed up their ranks. First, there
is fremendous love for the Soviet Union, in which the wor-

 kers see their own morrow, their future. They are roused
by the fact that the Soviet Union is the target of imperialist
attack. Secondly, they did not want death and destruction
in the interest of profiteers. Thirdly, workers understood
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Have you come on behalf of the Government-sponsored
Pacifist Conference or the ‘Communist-sponsored’ Peace
Congress? Our squads at once proceeded to explain that it
is only the enemies of peace who are slandering the All-
India Peace Congress as ‘Communist-sponsored’. But ulti-
mately it was the assurance that ‘Communists are in it’ that
induced the questioner to put a few coins in the collection

boxes. ]
An unprecedented response Wwas obtained among the
Peace Squads moving i

middle class people of Calcutta. !
fram-cars with collection boxes seldom met with a refusal
from the passengers. Middle class families in Calcutia

offered varieties of aids for the success of the campaigh,
generously contributed to its funds and rallied in thousands
o acclaim the Manifesto of the Peace Congress.

So great was the response from them that even on
November 27, that is the very next day after the general
rally of 100,000, about 50,000 men and women mostly mid-
dle class people turned up at the Maidan to see the perfor-
mance of the IPTA which had prepared a programme in co-
nnection with the Peace Congress. It was suddenly anaoun-
ced that the Police Commissioner had banned the perfor-
mance under the Dramatic Performance Act of 1876..S0
bitter was their indignation that the entire gathering voted
by show of hands that the performance be held in defiance
of the ban. The dramatic performance, of course, could not
be held, but amidst thundering cheers a few songs were sung.
The meeting passed a resolution condemning the action of
the Police Commissioner and then a huge torch-light pro-
cession marched through the streets.

The All-India Peace Congress was thus a remarkable
demonstration of the truth that the fight for world peace is
a common platform on which the unity of the working
class can be achieved and the joint front of all progressive
people can be forged. This unity and this joint front can
be built up against imperialism and its Indian collaborators
by ruthlessly exposing all pseudo-Socialists. To the extent
this unity is achieved, the people’s camp becomes invincible.
The peace movement becomes a people’s movement because
it is directed against the enemies of the people.

v

’l‘ HE proceedings of the Congress truly reflected the
determination of the people to preserve peace at any
cost. The resolutions of the Congress and every speech on
the resolutions embodied within them the common senti-
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nents of the working people and progressive intellectuals,
ney presented a striking contrast to the wailings of the
Pacifists and the waverings of pseudo-democrats. They were
firm and straightforward.

On  the first day’s session, November 24, Comrade
Chakkarai Chettiar, Chairman of the Presidium, declared in
his presidential address:

“Indian people shall never tolerate India’s participation
in an anti-Soviet bloe.”

He compared Nehru’s American tour with Chamber-
Iain’s European four and then warned the peorle againgst
ny repetition of the consequences of the latter. By draw-
- a contrast between the Pacifists and the peace partisans,
e pointed out in simple and clear terms that the former
onceal from the people who are the war-instigators and

why they are conspiring for a war. Comrade Chakkarai
ttiar then plainly told the delegates that

.

0

J
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“The Soviet Union does not and cannot want war and
our people know this perfectly well and that the Anglo-

American imperialist Powers are the real instigators of =
_war.”

He concluded his speech with the solemn warning fhat
“Imperialist domination takes the guise of foreign  aid,

heware of it. A democratic regime based on pecple’s will is

the only real guarantor of peace.”

The presidential speech was acclaimed with thunderous

cheers by 3,000 delegates and 12,000 visitors present at
Deshapriya Park.

Comrade Sultan Niazi, a student leader, opened the
ebate on Statement on Peace. He sharply attacked the
var preparations of the Anglo-American Powers and asked:

=

A

“Between war and peace, between armed intervention
in other nations’ affairs and eguality of nations, imperialism
and independence of colonies—between these two camps,
where does Nehru stand? Is there any middle course between
just and unjust? Nehru’s ‘neutrality’ stands unmsasked andg
he is joining the American war camp.”

His speech was translated in the next day’s session in
Hindi and Bengali. The delegates and the visitors acclaimed
Sultan’s speech with resounding slogans greeting free China
and the fighting people of Telengana.

The next speaker, C. V. Rajagopalachari of the Madras
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Civil Liberties League bluntly expressed the mood of the
entire delegation when he said:
«“We have assembled here not to beg for peace,
fieht for peace and to win it.”

but o
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~ Comrade Nambiar from Andhra declared:

«The heroic people of Telengana showed the way 10
peace by fighting against the exploiters’

After him, Comrade Homi Dani, a worker {from Tamil~
him, 1Y
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reported that the military administration who have mobi-

lised 50,000 troops to suppress the people of Telengana have .

condemned more than 30 people to death sentence and a
boy of ten years to a term of imprisonment for 46 years.
“Shame, shame”, shouted the entire gathering in bitter
anguish at the staggering disclosure. A resolution was at
once passed amidst thunderous cheers for withdrawal of
the death sentences in Hyderabad. Slogans were raised
“Down with the fascist oppressors”.

Comrade Khote from Bombay declared on behalf of
Bombay workers:

“We who demand beace and bread are given bullets.
Bombay workers shall not fight against the Soviet Union.”

It must be recalled that in 1939, when Hitler began his
war in Europe, 90,000 Bombay workers went on a one-day

strike in protest against war. Comrade Annabhau Sathe,
a worker-poet from Bombay, said:

“The imperialists have been defeated again and again.

In the First World War, the struggle for peace gave birth to

the Soviet Union. In the Second World War, the struggle

against imperialist warmongers gave birth to the People’s

Democracies and victorious China. If the imperialists bring

< about a third world war, beace will be established by liqui-
dating imperialism on a world scale.”

Thus, all the speeches made in the delegates’ session
and the open rally demonstrated a unity of thought and
purpose proceeding out of the anti-war sentiments of hund-
reds of thousands of people belonging to all nationalities. o

Every reference to the Soviet Union and Comrade
Stalin was greeted with thunderous applause and raising of
slogans “Long live the Soviet Union”, “Long live Comrade
Stalin”. It was a powerful demonstration of international
solidarity of the Indian toilers with the world forces of
democracy and peace, headed by the Soviet Union and its
great leader, Comrade Stalin, whose name is a symbol and
inspiration to the millions of fighters for lasting. peace,
freedom, democracy and Socialism.

When the Statement on Peace, which unreservedly
endorsed the Manifesto of the World Peace Congress held
at Paris and Prague was put to vote, it was unanimously
adopted with thunderous cheers renting the sky with
slogans:

— We do not want war.

— We want peace.
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— Who are the enemies of peace? Truman, Adttlee,
Nehru. ) )
— India will not fight against the Soviet Union.

The entire rally gave a tremendous ovation to Comrade
Stalin, the leader of the international proletariat and the
builder of Socialism. The ovation revealed our people’s
warmest love and respect for Comrade Stalin, as the con-
queror of Hitler, the staunch champion of peace and denqo-
cratic liberties and the most consistent supporter of colonial
liberation struggles, as one whose name symbolises freedom
~——national and social freedom for peoples of all lands.

While the session was on, a prisoner just released from
the Alipore Central Jail rushed to the Conference and an-
nounced that inside the jail the political prisoners were
holding a peace conference and the jail authorities_ resorted
to a brutal lathi charge on them, they are bleeding. The
entire gathering at once raised the slogan—release the poli-
tical prisoners. ] .

The Statement on Peace and other resolutions passed
by the delegates’ session were unanimously ratified in 1‘che
rally of 100,000 men and women on November 26. Thus meX
have become a People’s Charter for Peace, Freedom and
Democracy. )

The Congress did not finish its tasks by passing a dec}a-
ration. It elected a Peace Committee with 75 members with
a mandate to continue the work of the Peace Congress in
fulfilment of its aim. .

The All-India Peace Congress is not the end but the
vigorous beginning of a peace movement ‘whose blast will
sweep away all the war propaganda that is being made by
the imperialists and their henchmen. The vigilance of the
people must be roused again and again, a network of organi-
sations of Peace Committees must fill the whole land, the
movement must strike its roots deeper and deeper among
the masses. The All-India Peace Congress was aware of
these responsibilities and, therefore, passed an organisa-
tional resolution to continue the fight for peace in unity
with the world peace movement and under the guidance of
the Permanent Committee of the World Peace Congress
held at Paris and Prague. ' ‘

The people must be made aware, as the Izvestia, official
organ of the Soviet Government, rightly pointed out:

“The stronger the forces of peace and democracy grow,
the more desperate are the imperialists’ efforts to retain
their domination, and the more insidious are the methods
they use. This makes it incumbent on the democratic camp

e s S
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to double and treble its vigilance and its efforts in the fight

for peace. The voice of millions upon millions of people
struggling against war, for peace and friendship among
nations, must resound still louder.” {October 2, 1949)

The peace movement will triumph because the proceed-
ings of the All-India Peace Congress had made the people
aware that the strength of the peace movement lies in the
fact that it relies on the mighty camp of democracy and So-
cialism headed by the Soviet Union—the main bulwark of
peace in the world, that it is developing under the slogan
of friendship and solidarity with the Soviet Union. It will
triumph because, as the Pravda brilliantly asserted:

“The countless ranks of the supporters of peace and
democracy, united by the lofty noble aim of protecting man-
kind from the aggressive plans of Imperialist reaction—theses
represent an invineible force, capable of maintaining peace
and the security of the peoples.”

lional period of 15 years, English should continue tc

‘gle for People’s Democracy and Soccialism? What are +

By RAM BILAS SHARMA

GG'E_‘ HE Constituent Assembly has decided that ‘Hind?’ i
the Devanagri script, with the international form
numericals, should be the State language, but for a tran:

used.” (Times of India, September 15, 1949)
Rajendra Prasad said:

T

“We have done the wisest thing possible and I zm
happy. I hope that posterity will bless us for it.” (Free Press
Journal, September 15, 1949)

“We are on the threshold of a linguistic revolution in
India,” sald Jawaharlal Nehru in the course of the debats.
(Times of India, September 14, 1549

How does this decision on the guestion of
guage so warmly hailed by Nehru and Rajendra Pra
affect the people, their languages and culture, their strs

great changes in the social and cultural life of the people
envisaged by Nehru by this “linguistic revolution”?

The first thing to be noticed in this decision—the Mur
shi-Iyengar formula as accepted in the Constitution —
the place given to English in the State and adminigtratic
affairs of the country.

The English language, is to continue for such offcial
purposes for which Urdu was being used before the com-
mencement of the Constitution. '

Even after 15 years, the Parliament is permitted to Dro-
vide for the use of the English language for such purposss as
it may deem proper.

In the constituent units of the Union, English is to cor-
tinue to be used for all official purposes as before until ths
Legislature of the State otherwise provides by law.

o
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English is to continue to be used for official purposes of
communication between different States as well as between a
State and the Union.

The proceedings in the Supreme Court, in every High
Court, the acts of Parliament, Ordinance, orders, rules, regu-
lations and by-laws will be in the English language.

No bill or amendment for changing the position of a
State language can be introduced within the 15 years after
the commencement of the Constitution.

The article on the State language thus effectively gua-
rantees the status granted to English by British imperial-
ism.

Nehru made this very plain when he said: “We have
our own language but English must inevitably, whether you
“mention it in the resolution or mot, continue to be a most
important language in India which a large number of pec-
ple will learn, and perhaps learn compulsorily”. (Times of
India, September 14, 1949, emphasis mine—Writer)

In effect, therefore, English will continue as a compul-
sory State language even though the fact might not have
been mentioned in the Constitution. But it is there in the
Constitution also for all to see. English is to remain foisted
over the various Indian languages as before and wherever
any slight change is to be made in the position of English,
it is to be made in favour of another compulsory language,
viz., Hindi. So far as the element of compulsion is concerned,
it will be there so long as the Constitution remains in force.

This is a natural consequence of the policy of servile
collaboration with imperialism and of fascist attack on the
people’s struggle against the burden of the economic crisis
that the Nehru Government has been following. Represent-
ing the selfish class interests of Indian Big Business, the
Nehru-Patel Government does not want to and cannot dis-
pense with English which has been the language of the
British-trained bureaucracy, the officers of the army and
the police. When Congress leaders talk of the unity of
India, they mean the unity of interests of Indian Big Busi-
ness as protected by the civil and military services.

If the common people participate in the activity of :.

State organs, they can do so only in their own languages.
But the police State created under the Constitution is
meant for suppressing the democratic activity of the peo-

ple. It is not meant to facilitate this activity as happens in 3
States which are meant to destroy the power of landlords &

and capitalists.

The languages and cultures of the various nationalities -
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in India are thus suppressed by the continuity of English as
a compulsory State language.

Secondly, knowing that the people will not tolerate this
imposition of English for a long time, the Indian bourgeoisie
keeps an alternative in the form of Hindi. Utilising the peo-
ple’s desire for unity and cooperation between various na-
tionalities in its own class interests, the bourgeoisie frightens
the people by saying that there will be chaos in the country
if there is no compulsory State language.

This is tantamount to saying that the Indian peocple
cannot manage their own affairs without tolerating their
exploitation by capitalists. It is tantamount to saying that no
national equality is possible, no equality of languages and
cultures is possible since in the bourgeois code of demo-
cratic rights no two nations can live together without the
one oppressing the other. Cooperation as the bourgeoisie
knows it by its experience means domination.

In a People’s Democracy, cooperation will mean coope-
ration on a basis of national sovereignty and equality and
not be a sweet phrase for national oppression.

By making Hindi a compulsory State language within
a period of 15 years or after, the bourgeoisie will secure
not the cooperation of various nations in the interests of
the people, but the domination of some nation by others in
the interests of the bourgeoisie.

The pretensions about maintaining the unity of India

through Hindi as a compulsory State language are bound to
be scon exposed by the people’s own experience.
_ Congress leaders have talked a great deal about non-
interference with the status of the languages in the consti-
tuent units of the Union. They know that such interference
will not be tolerated easily by the people. Hence, they first
de:strqy all semblance of Provincial autonomy in the Con-
stitution, concentrate foreign trade, customs, ports, trans-
port and communications, defence and defence industries,
Income tax, currency, etc., in the hands of an autfocratic
Centre, which not only opposes the right to self-determina-
tion, but is not prepared to tolerate even the demand for
the reconstitution of Provinces on a linguistic basis, and
thegl talk of the free status of a language in a national
region.

For five years after the commencement of the Consti-
tution, “the Centre shall have the power to make laws
regarding the trade and commerce within a Province, in the
production, supply and distribution of coal, iron, steel, mica,
cotton and woollen textiles, paper, foodstuffs (including edi-
ble oil-seeds and oil}, petroleum and petroleum products

cs
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and spare parts of mechanically propelled vehicles. It
means that almost everything in the Provinces will be con-
trolled and divided in the interests of the Tatas, Birlas and
Dalmias.” (Marxist Miscellany, Bombay, May 1949)

With this economic domination over the life of other
nationalities, the monopolists say—“We give you the liber-
ty to sing a song in our praise in your own language.”

The period of five years is a stepping stone to the con-
tinuation and intensification of the domination over the life
of the various nationalities by big monopolists. The position
of Hindi is sought to be strengthened and consolidated in
non-Hindi regions at the expense of the languages spoken
there. This is brought out clearly in the speeches, articles,
etc., of the various Congress leaders.

R. R. Divakar, Minister of State for Information and
Broadcasting, Government of India, has put it very clearly
in the following words:

“Apparently, the Assembly was discussing about the lan-
guage to be used by the State and for State purposes. But
really. speaking, the issue was not so limited as that, we
were in fact discussing the language that was to be a substi-
tute for English not only for State purposes, but for all inter-
Provinecial intercourse. Therefore, the implications of what
would be accepted as the common language for the whole
India were immense, far-reaching and such as would
touch the very basic instruments of expression for the whole
of India.” (Times of India, October 1949, emphasis mine -~
Writer)

What is apparent—the imposition of Hindi as a compul-
sory State language —is undemocratic enough. The implica-
tions, the reql aim of making Hindi the common language of
India—all this is downright fascism. :

Congress leaders do find a common language with Gol-
walkar and Co. on the national question and are prepared
to carry national oppression to the extent that there would
be one common language for the whole of the country and
the right to existence of all other languages would be deni-
ed. The real purpose of the article on State language is
nothing but the ultimate suppression of all other languages
in favour of Hindi as State language though immediately,
this is not intended to be apparent.

Congress leaders from non-Hindi regions knew that
the real and apparent aims will-not remain concealed from
the people of those regions. Hence, mock battles had to be
fought to convince the masses there that they had defended
the rights of their languages.
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None of them raised the question of the equal status
of all languages of India. None of them could raise it because
they themselves have predatory ambitions about the neigh-
bouring regions, their neighbours’ languages and the rights
of national minorities in their own regions.

Instead, they fought over the issue of the so-called inter-
national numerals, posing it as vital to a compromise on a
mutual give-and-take basis. The mock battles of these im-
potent servants of the Congress High Command were duly
commended by Nehru as vital battles fought by vital peo-
ple. Rajendra Prasad posed the so-called compromise cver
numerals as mutual accommodations between the view-
points of the North and the South.

The fact remains that the Congress leaders from the
non-Hindi regions no less betrayed the trust of their elec-
torate by accepting Hindi as a compulsory State-language
than the rest did by imposing it.

The fear of possible inability to make things look demo-
cratic before the people came out in some of their speeches,

Ramalingam Chettiar, replying to the Hindi-speaking
members, who said that they would not yield on the ques-
tion of numerals because it would be difficult for them to
face the voters, asked them: Did they realise how much more
difficult it would be for the members of the South to face
their voters, after having given up their own language and
vielding on the question of the numerals also? (Times of
India, September 14, 1949)

The “victory” over the question of numerals was thus
meant to satisfy the democratic aspirations of the people
in the non-Hindi regions!

Some of them, like Satish Chandra Samanta {Wast
Bengal), put forward the claims of their own language 4o
be the State language of India. Some others lamented the
fact that Gandhian Hindustani was not accepted as a State
language. Yet some others put forward the national and in-

ternational virtues of Sanskrit. All these solutions could he

no less undemocratic than the one that was finally accepted.

Another deception practised on the people of non-Hindi
regions was that their languages, too, would be made o
contribute to the growth of the common language. Even the
foundation of an academy for the purpose of taking the best
of all languages for developing Hindi has been proposed.
This is nothing but throwing dust into the eyes of the

" people for covering undemocratic practices.

It should be remembered that Congress leaders are
following an undemocratic policy, viz. of Sanskritisation of
languages in the non-Hindi regions. They are unable to taka
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and develop the best of the speech of the common peopie

there. The decay of bourgeois culture is manifested in their
contempt for popular speech and usage. What best can they
take from their languages then and give to others?

“In the early stages of capitalism,” said Stalin, “one

may still speak of a ‘common culture’ of the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie. But as large-scale industry develops and
the class struggle becomes more and more acute, this ‘com-
mon culture’ begins to melt away. One cannot seriously speak
of the ‘common culture’ of a nation when the masters and
the workers of that nation cease to understand each other.
What ‘common destiny’ can there be when the bourgeoisie
thirsts for war, and the proletariat declares ‘war on war’?”
(Marxism and National Question, p. 48)

The Indian working class has declared war on the war-
mongers, It is fighting for peace while the bourgeoisie is
straining to act as a faithful watchdog of imperialist war-
mongers. Common culture is melting away between the two
and this division is reflected in the field of language also.
The common people led by the working class develop their
spoken languages for all social and cultural purposes. The
bourgecisie—both dominating and dominated—Ilooks back
to classical languages or to English and bars the way fo
people’s participation in State affairs through their own
languages.

The bourgeoisie can nowhere do any good to the lan-
guages—either in the North or in the Scuth.

But it is doing its worst to foment national rivalries and
jealousies on the language question. It is either Hindi ver-
sus Punjabi, or Hindi versus Rajasthani, or Marathi versus
Gujerati (in Dang area), or Hindi versus Urdu, and so on, in
every part of India. The decision of the Constituent Assem-
bly is calculated not to bring about peace and unity bet-
ween the wvarious nations, but increased feuds and bitter-
ness. By this method, it is meant to split the working people
“of different nations and stop them from uniting in a common
struggle against their exploiters. The working class toge-
ther with all demccrats and progressive intellectuals must
foil this nefarious game of the bourgeocisie. It must stand
for the complete equality of all nations and their languages,
in theory as well as in practice.

Let all unite in a common struggle against the imposi-
tion of a compulsory State language on the people.

The democratic principle of national equality must be
upheld.
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The fomentors of hatred and enmity between nations on
the question of language are the enemies of the people.

The international unity of the proletariat shall foil
bourgeois diversions and in leading the struggle for Peo-
ple’s Democracy guarantee equality and complete freedom
to all nations and languages of India.



FOREIGN CAPITAL IN
‘FREE" INDIA

1. ROLE OF FOREIGN CAPITAL

T HE anti-imperialist masses of India, who had burnt
: tramcars of the British-owned Calcutta Tramways

Company and attacked the offices of the Imperial Bank of
India during the great postwar anti-imperialist upsurge,
who had vented their wrath against imperialism by inclu-
ding among their targets these symbols of foreign capital,
are now being told that there can be no economic progress
except with the aid of foreign capital. Mrs. Pandit has
announced that one of her official ambassadorial duties is
to woo U.S. capital (Hindu, July 16, 1949); the Finance
Secretary of the Government of India flies to and from
London and Washington to settle how double income tax on
the earnings of foreign investors may be avoided; further
it was no secret that Pandit Nehru’s visit to the USA was
intended as yet another reassurance to foreign, especially
U.S. capital that India is most anxious to welcome foreign
investors and give them every facility. There is hardly a
speech by businessmen or top Government leaders without
copious assurances to foreign capitalists and the glib asser-
tion, meant for the ears of the Indian people, that foreign
capital invited by a ‘free’ Indian Government cannot injure
the ‘national’ interest. It is said that foreign capital is indis-
pensable to develop Indian industries, make her economical-
ly strong and self-sufficient, and thereby raise material

standards. Thus foreign capital is now being made the

sine qua non of ending the poverty of the Indian masses.
When the erstwhile leaders of the anti-imperialist struggle
execute such a_wvolte-face, when the fact of their being
enthroned in Delhi is advanced as the guarantee that
foreign capital would now serve the ‘national’ interest, it
is necessary to restate in fundamentals the real role of
foreign capital.

Lenin,‘in his work on Imperialism in 1916, laid bare
the essential character of imperialist exploitation of back-
ward countries by the highly developed capitalist ones —
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where monopoly interests have come to dominate the eco-
nomy-—as wringing profits out of the cheap labour power
in the colonies through the export of capital. He wrote:

«Under the old capitalism, under which free competition
prevailed, the export of goods was typical. Under the newest
capitalism, when monopolies prevail, the export of ecapital
has become typical...On the threshold of the twentieth cen-
tury, we see a new type of monopoly being formed. First,
monopoclist combines of capitalists in all advanced capitalist
countries; second, a few very rich countries, in which the
accumulation of capital has reached gigantic proportions,
occupy a monopolist position. An enormous ‘surplus of capi-
tal’ accumulated in the advanced countries.

“It goes without saying that if capitalism could develop
agriculture, which today lags far behind industry every-
where, if it could raise the standard of living of the masses,
which are still poverty-stricken and half-starved everywhere
in spite of the amazing advance in technical knowledge, then
there could be no talk of a surplus of capital...But then
capitalism would not be capitalism.... As long as capitalism
remains capitalism, surplus capital will never be used for
the purpose of raising the standard of living of the masses,
for this would mean a decrease in profits for the capitalists:
instead it will be used to increase profits by exporting the
capital abroad, to backward countries. In these backward
countries, profits are usually high, for capital is scarce, the
prices of land is relatively low, wages are low, raw materials
are cheap.” (PPH Edition, p. 139

Pointing out how the export of capital becomes an in-
creasingly important source of profits for the imperialist
countries, Lenin, quoting another writer, says that while the
national income of Great Britain approximately doubled
between 1865 and 1898, the income “from abroad’ increased
nine-fold in the same period (Ibid, p. 219). In the new data
on Lenin’s work, compiled by Varga and Mendelssohn, we
find the following comparison:

Great Britain’s Income from Foreign Trade

and Investments

(in million £’s) =
. 1899 1912 1929 1932
Income from foreign trade: 18 33 51 28
Income from foreign investments: 90-100 176 250 145

Thus between 1899 and 1929, while trading profits (i.e.,
profits based on the export and import of commodities) rose
by a mere £33 million, profits derived from the export of
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capital rose by £150 million. This preponderating share of
the income on exported capital was described by Lenin as
“the essence of imperialism and imperialist parasitism”. In
other words, in the era of monopoly capitalism, the export
of capital to the backward countries, is precisely the means
by which the colonial peoples are exploited and super-pro-
fits. wrung out to fill coffers of the monopolists of the
advanced capitalist countries. According to Lenin  therefore,
the function of foreign capital in a backward country is not
its ‘development’ towards higher material and cultural levels
but its intensified exploitation as more and more profits are
drained out by the foreign investors.

Palme Dutt, applying this analysis to India, estimated that
the total of British trading, manufacturing and shipping pro-
fits from India were about £28 million in 1913. The same
year, the total profits on capital investments and direct tri-
bute (Home Charges) came to close on £50 miilion. “It is
evident,” writes Palme Dutt, “that by 1914 the interest and
profits on invested capital and direct tribute considerably
exceeded the total of trading, manufacturing and shipping
profits out of India. The finance-capitalist exploitation of
India had become the dominant character in the twentieth
century” (India Today, p. 118). The mechanism for the
exploitation of the Indian people had become essentially,
the investments of British capital in India, which enabled
surplus value to be wrung out of the Indian toilers employ-
ed in British tea gardens, mines, railways, jute and engin-
eering 1nd1_15tries., etc. And in the measure that foreign in-
vestments in India grew in volume, the colonial exploitation
of the Indian people was intensified.

Wi‘gh whatever incomplete and approximate figures as
are available (and it is no accident that statistics on foreign
capital in India have been shrouded in secrecy), we get the
following picture:

Foreign Capital invested

Year in India (in milli
1909-10 .. .. .. (365 Hiion £)
1920-21 .. .. .. 437
1924-25 .. .. .. 598
1928~29 .. .. .. 733
1938-39 .. .. .. 741
1945-46 .. e L 723

~—Source: Sir George Paish and Report of Joint Stock Com-
panies.

* Provisional.
From 1920-21 onwards, the figures do not include the
Sterling Debt (£261 million in 1928-29) and the Railway
Debt (£120 million in 1928-29); nor do they include the

" profits wrung out of the 1
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rupee capital of foreign companies registered in India (this
latter being estimated at £75 million in 1928-29). The most
recent overall estimate which includes all types of foreign
investments in India appears to be that of the Associated
Chambers of Commerce and relating to the year 1933, as fol-
lows: £379 million—Government Sterling Debt; £500 mil-
lion for companies registered outside India and operating in
India; and £121 million for investments in foreign companies
registered in India and miscellaneous. If, for the capital of
companies registered outside India but operating in India,
we take the figure given in the official Report of Joint Stock
Companies—£831 million in 1932-33—we get an overall

total of:
{in million £}

Government Sterling Debt. .. .. 379

Capital of Cos. registered
outside but operating in India .. .. 831
Others and Miscellaneous 121
Total: .. .. 1331

Within 23 years—from 1909-10 to 1933—the mass of
foreign capital in India, on which were based the annual
abour of the toilers of India by the
foreign investors, rose from £365 million to £1,33% mjiliion,
that is, by nearly four times. This intensified exploitation .of
the Indian toilers lay at the rcot of the anti-imperialist
struggle which burst out with the commencement of World
War 11 and which reached such gigantic proportions at the
end of the war.

Such was the sweep of this struggle that foreign monopoly
interests were forced to seek an 2iliance with the national
leadership, were forced to don an ‘indigenous’ mantle in
order to safeguard their stakes in this country. The Indian
bourgeoisie, no less terrified by this mighty upsurge of the
people in which the working class was assuming the role of
the most militant advance guard of the fighting mases, was
also thrown into the arms of imperialism, to come to a guick
compromise with the latter and hali the struggle. The bour-
geoisie faithfully fulfilled the role that Lenin had so bril-
liantly predicted when discussing the Russian revolution of
1905: “The proletariat is fighting; the bourgeoisie is steal-
ing towards power.” After all, the fighting masses had vent-
ed their hatred of exploitation not only against the symbols
of foreign capital, they had shown the same uncompromising
hostility to the ‘indigenous’ capitalists of Amalner, Coim-
batore, Calcutta and Kanpur.

Moreover, the huge accumulation of liquid capital in the
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hands of the Indian bourgeoisie, extorted through brutal ex-
ploitation and profiteering during the war, could be invest-
ed, could bring profits only if machinery and capital goods
for new industries were forthcoming. And these capital
goods were the monopoly of the imperialist Powers. Hence,
t0o, arose the need for the Indian bourgeoisie to accept the
demand of foreign capital that it should have full scope to
invest in new enterprises, in partnership with Indian capi-
talists. Thus the acceptance of ‘independence’ from Mount-
batten did not signify that foreign capital was on the way
out from India, that the annual ‘drain’—representing the

exploitation of the Indian masses by foreign capital—would
cease,

II. FOREIGN CAPITAL RETAINS
ITS POSITIONS

The new forms of foreign investment, viz., in conjunc-
tion with Indian capitalist interests — had begun to appear
toward the end of the war and have been studied in their
origin in the book, Indo-British Big Business Deals—New
Forms of Imperialist Exploitation by Arun Bose (PPH Edi-
tion, 1947). These deals, or new big concerns in which
foreign and Indian capital collaborated, emerged in the
background of the growing anti-imperialist indignation of
the masses. They foreshadowed the coming together of the
foreign imperialist monopolies and the Indian bourgeoisie in
a common front against the rising struggles of the people,
politically, and jointly owned combines for the exploitation
of the Indian toilers, economically.

August 1947 has seen the transfer of formal State power
to the Indian bourgeoisie but, in fact, the positions of foreign
capital in our economy have not been really threatened
since the fanfares of August 15 were announcements merely
of a ‘wretched deal’, which had long been brewing, between
imperialism and the bourgeoisie, And however much the
Indian Government would have us believe that in the new
political set-up, foreign capital would be on sufferance, as
it were, and would submit to the dictates of the Indian Gov-
ernment, facts prove otherwise. True, the Government of
the Indian bourgeoisie attempted to bargain with foreign
capital, but it has been forced to accept everyone of the
latter’s basic demands.

That the much-advertised reservation of 51 per cent
shares in joint concerns for Indian nationals holds no terrors
for foreign monopolists is borne out by the following com-
ment by Capital while discussing the Pakistan Govern-
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ment s statement on foreign capital in April 1948:

“Although there is no doubt that the 51 per cent ruie
will have a discouraging effect upon foreign invesfors, there
is no reason to suppose that it involves any serious danger
that control of the companies concerned will pass out of
the hands of the foreign promoter. If the latter retain 49
per cent of the shares, their voting strength would be strong
enough to resist any attempt to take the control out of their
hands....” (Capital, April 15, 1948)

Actually, however, foreign capital has hung out for big-
ger stakes and wrung out of the Indian Government the sig-
nificant concession that ‘where in the pa’uonal interest’,
majority shares may be held by the foreign partner. Thus
S. P. Mukherjee at a meeting of the Expert Committee cn
Investments, said: o

«Phe Government of India’s policy wa§ that ‘ghe majority
of shares should be held by Indians, but in particular ca;es,
where they find that in the national interest §uch a foreign
concern should be opened in India, exceptions had been

made....” (Statesman, July 30, 1949)

oreign capital has further obtained the specific assu-
1"&130}21 ‘cha‘gcg if prI())tection is given to any industry, units of th‘?
industry representing foreign capital would get the fuﬁ_
benefit of such protection. A Press-note from New Dgl i
refers to the Tariff Board’s recommendation for protection to
the Motor Vehicles Battery industry in these words: When
protection is conferred on a particular industry, all units of
that industry whether Indian-owned or not, will be aP.t(zma-
tically entitled to claim the benefit of such protection.

i July 17, 1949 )

(H”'LI(‘il'?ﬁs tge road i)s cleared for yet higher returns nu
foreign investments in India. Foreign concerns will get the
full benefit of the high prices charged by the teclll_ﬂcally
less efficient Indian units under cover of the protective ta-
riff. At the same time, since the foreign concerns can avaii
of the advanced ‘know-how’ of their parent companies,
their real costs would be much lower than that of the other
units and hence profits much higher. ) )

The guarantee has now been cat'egorlca}lly given that
foreign capital would have the unrestricted right to do what
it pleased with the profits on its investments in India, that
is, to convert the profits into the home currency and remit
it out of India without hindrance. The ‘drain’ is to go on
ad lib. Nehru’s first utterance on this in his April 1949 speech
was not considered sufficiently unequivocal. Foreign capital
welcomed that speech, politely but frigidly. The Bengal
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Chamber of Commerce confidential Bulleti ¢
in wrote: “Nehru’
Speech has fallen flat”. It was required that the knee shotﬁds.

“The Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, in an interview

to the North American newspaper, Alliance, given on August
21, held out certain official assurances to U.S. investors. The
assurances were: (1) U.S. investors would be assured of the
safety of their investments and reasonable profits; (2) pro-
fits could be taken out of India in dollars; (3) in tile remote
event of nationalisation of certain industries, the U.S. inves-
t0r§ would be compensated in dollars; and (4) the clarifi-
cation of the policy of nationalisation. .. The clarification
funs as follows: ‘As to key industries, despite brevious plans
for State ownership, we have done nothing about them and
we ‘are p‘utting off their consideration for at least ten years’
) It will k}e realised that these assurances tally almost WOI:Ci
ior Wcrd with the conditions laid down on September 4 by Mr
onsiaer, US. Secretary of Treasury. Pandit Nehru evi-:
dently does not expect dollar aid on a Government-to-Gov-
grnment‘levgl, and hopes to induce American capitalists
gurmg his visit to the USA to Invest capital in India... "
(Statesman, September 9, 1949)

Since, in the foreseeable future i 1
§u.rp1us. dollars or sterling (with \/'\rhiéhIfl:lg1 lgor;%zﬁlggtee%fff
}ez]gn m\:estors) nationalisation of foreign concerns ig
Indeed a ‘remote’ Possibility. Foreign capital has begun *o
rub its bands — after the first few months of uncertéin’g
Ia;nd t]he ‘crisis of confidence’ since August 1947 — in thz
bé}:l;v-zciirgiog}éai‘g_ (ffllgéa’i ecor_iﬁor?}ilc and political climate has

Jair-c i 0 sui e exacti -
oceanic investors. There is a note of posig%e gs;csaggf ;Ell;atrllfe

article of Sir A .
he writes: r Alfred Watson, ex-Editor of Statesman, when

“The idea with which both Domini
) Y ons embarked on their
independence, that in a_ brace of shakes India might become

plans are still on paper and ha i
: ve contributed little to
country’s wealth., On letters now passing through Indian P)Z)Ig
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offices is stamped a Hindi inscription officially translafed as
‘May God grant sense to everyone’. There are at the moment
more evidence in Pakistan than in India that the sclemn
injunction has been taken to heart... British capital and
technical assistance have brought into being a cigarette
factory, another for the manufacture of switchgear and &
third for making telecommunications equipment in Karachi,
an alloy steel works in West Punjab and a couple of enter-
prises in Bhawalpur State. In some of these developmenis
there is Pakistani capital; others are wholly British owned.

“...Nor is the same will to face actual conditions want-
ing in India. In so many words Pandit Nehru has discounted
any idea that nationalisation could be effective for many
years to come. Dr. Mukherjee dots the i’s of this pronounce-
ment...As one sees the picture, there is dawning on Gov-
ernment circles a clear realisation that India must be at-
tractive to foreign capital...The Dominions are seeking help,
which will be readily given now that there is no longer ihe
idea that terms can be dictated from the side of those who
seek 2id.” (Great Britain and the East, May 1949)

The truth is, therefore, that foreign capital has reas-
serted for itself every one of those privileges which it enjoy-
ed before ‘independence’. Foreign capital has shown that
its role remains precisely what Lenin had characterised—
surplus capital accumulated by the monopolies of advanced
surplus seeking fields of investment in the backward areas,
ensuring its high rate of profit on the basis of cheap labour
power and materials. The new political set-up has changed
not a jot this essential role of foreign capital seeking invest-
ment in India. All that has changed is that in the new foreign
enterprises to be started, Indian capitalists would have g
sizeable share, while the onus of ensuring the supply of
cheap labour power-—by savagely suppressing the working
class movement—would fall on the more ‘popular’ shoulders
of national leaders representing the Indian bourgeoisie.

III. PROGRESS OF INDO-BRITISH DEALS

Grave dangers to India’s genuine national interests lie
inherent in the growth and consolidation of Indo-British {or
Indo-American) business combines. They were underlined
in the study already referred to, Indo-British Big Business
Decls, as follows:

—Foreign capital digging in on a bigger scale than ever,
thus adding fto the ‘drain’ out of India in the form of profits

on foreign investments, royalties, etc.
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—Foregin capital getting into the very vitals of Indian
economy, viz., whatever new basic and strategic industries
that are started.

—Decisive control of the new industries by being in sole
control of technical direction, and also through share hold-
ings.

Since the first deals of this type which were examined
in the above book, several other joint ventures, involving
foreign capital in greater or less measure, have been
announced. Some of the more important ones, as reported
in the Press, are listed below. The list is not exhaustive but
will serve as a reliable index of the trends, .

Engineering: (Heavy Industry)

a) Ashok Motors Ltd. for import and assembly of auto-
mobiles. Issue—Rs. 50 lakhs. Based on an agreement bet-
ween Indian businessmen and Austin Motors Ltd. for the
assembly of cars and trucks, the deal appears to be on the
same pattern as the earlier Birla-Nuffield agreement, Not
only is ‘production’ controlled by Austin technicians, but
the Board of Directors includes a leading Austin executive,
and there is direct shareholding by Austins.

b) An automobile factory is to be started shortly in
Vandalur, Madras. A company which goes by the name of
the Standard Motor Products of India Litd. will in the first
instance assemble cars from imported parts and progress-
ively manufacture automobiles. The promoters are the
Union Co. (Motors), Madras.

_ Announcing this deal, Sir John Black, Managing Director
of the Standard Motor Company of the UK., said that the
new company had been registered with an authorised capi-
tal of Rs. 1 crore. It would assemble Standard ‘Vanguard’
models. ‘

c) The same company, in agreement with Harry Fergu-
son Litd. a giant tractor manufacturing concern of Britain
would also develop in the future the assembly of Ferguson,
tractors in India. |

Standard Motors and Ferguson have working agree-
ments in the UK. and it would seem that this combination
would have preponderating influence, as compared to their
Indian partners, in the newly-formed Indian company.

d) The Rootes Group another of the Big Six which
dominate Britain’s automobile industry, has just registered
a new company in India, in conjunction with Indian part-
ners. It will be known as the Automobile Products of India
Ltd., and will begin assembly of trucks and cars from im-
ported parts in Bombay. The new company has bought out
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a Bombay automcbile firm, Motor House (Gujerat) Litd.,
which had earlier set up an assembly plant in collaboration
with the American firm of Kaiser-Fraser. ’

The authorised capital of this new firm is Rs. 1 crore.
CrossRoads, a Bombay progressive weekly, had rev‘eal'ed
that the Government of India had agreed that the majority
shares in this new concern could be held by Rootes. In this
connection, it is relevant to recall that Dr. Mukherjee dec-
Iared recently that exceptions had been made to the rule of
majority holdings by Indian nationals.

e) Birla Bros. have entered into an agreement with the
Associated Company in India of the British firm, Babcock
and Wilcox, for the manufacture of boilers in the Texmaco
works at Belghurria, near Calcutta. The agreement pro-
vides for technical assistance, advice and design and the
training of Indian personnel in the manufacture of smoke
tube boilers and associated plants.

f) Parimal Ltd., described as an ‘Indo-foreign’ under-
taking for the manufacture of textile machinery. Issue:
Rs. 150 lakhs.

g) Indian Mining & Construction Co. Ltd.—Issued ca-~
pital—Rs. 45 lakhs. Foreign issue—Rs. 23 lakhs.

h) Indo-Belgian Engineering Co., Allahabad. Authori-
sed capital—Rs. 4 lakhs. Shares worth Rs. 1 lakh to be issued
to a Belgian national. (The nature of business is not speci-
fied for this firm but it is stretching the point to regard it
as representing heavy industry).

Light Industries & Miscellaneous

a) A cycle factory is to be started in Madras by arrange-
ment with the BSA Company of Britain. The sponsors of
the concern have raised Rs. 25 lakhs as share capital and
the BSA Co. have agreed to invest £100,000. The Madras
‘Government will also purchase shares in the concern.

b) Another Indian firm has entered into a deal with the
Tube Investments Ltd. of Great Britain for starting a plant
in Madras to make Hercules cycles. It is proposed io
assemble cycles in the first instance and develop manufac-
ture in the course of five years. (Hindu, August 13, 1949)

¢) In conjunction with the well-known British firm of
cycle manufacturers, Raleigh, a joint firm by name of Sen-

\ 3 Raleigh Co. Ltd. has been registered with an authorised

capital of Rs. 10 lakhs.

d) Acme Aluminium Rolling Mills Ltd. (also an ‘Indo-
foreign’ undertaking) for the manufacture of aluminium
foils and linings. Issue—Rs. 25 lakhs.

e) T. I Exports Ltd. for the manufacture of metal tub-
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ings, fishing rods, bicycle frames, etc. Authorised capital—
Rs. 3 lakhs.

f) J. B. Advani & Co. of Bombay for the manufacture of
printing ink. Authorised capital—Rs. 250,000 out of which
Rs. 62,500 will be issued to the firm of Lorilleaux and Bol-
ton, London. )

g) The Udyog Vikash Ltd. A company with a prqposed
issue of Rs. 21 lakhs for producing in partnership with fo-
reign firms — raw films, cut films, X-Ray films, cameras
and accessories. ]

h) Tribeni Tissues Ltd., described as an ‘Indo-foreign’
concern for the manufacture of cigarette paper. Authorised
capital—Rs. 130 lakhs.

The above enumeration of Indo-foreign firms supple-
ments (although the list is possibly incomplete) the descrip-
tion of the earlier joint ventures given in Indo-British Big
Business Deals. The vicious features of those earlier deals
persist in these subsequent ones, viz:

—~Complete technical control in the hands of the foreign
partners, witness the Birla-Babcock deal and the auto-
mobile deals.

—TIn most of these new deals, the foreign partners
represent powerful finance-capital interests, whose re-
sources and relative strength guarantee their dominance
in the new joint enterprises. Rootes, Standard Motors,
Austin, Ferguson, Babcock and Wilcox, are without ex-
ception some of the most powerful monopolies in Bri-
tain’s engineering industry. Even in the proposed cycle
firms, the British partners involved—BSA, Raleigh and
Tube Investments—control between them almost the
whole of this branch of British industry.

—The foreign partners are guaranteed substantial
profits from these seemingly indigenous concerns
through heavy payment for technical aid and also direct
shareholdings. Where there is no direct shareholdings,
royalties and commission on sales are doubtless part
of the agreements, as in the past. At the same time,
since these new plants envisage assembly rather than
manufacture (as we shall see in detail later) the ‘home’
factories will continue to receive orders for components
which will be assembled in the joint concerns in India.

Thus, though we are supposed to have become an inde-
pendent nation in the meantime, the foreign monopolies
continue to control and dominate the new joint{ undertak-

ings precisely as they had done before ‘independence’. Two

new features may be noticed, however, in these recent deals:
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i) Whereas in some of the earlier deals, shareholding by
the foreign partners was substituted by royalties, ete. (Bir-
la-Nuffield; Chrysler-Walchand deals), in the above list
‘.Lhere is open and direct shareholding by foreign capitalist
interests in every case except the Birla-Babcock deal. What
Is still more dangerous is that even the fig leaf of majority
shareholding by Indians is being abandoned. Dr. Mukherji;s
frank admission and the example of the Rootes Groun deal
are clear evidence that foreign capital has cleared tha Way
for asserting its open and direct domination in such join't
ventures. Further confirmation on this point is provided by
th-cz }ll\TeW Delhi correspondent of Capital in a recent des-
patch:

“A statement of the American Treasury Secretary, Mr.
Snyder, has aroused some comment. Speaking before the
Senate Banking Committee, Mr. Snyder declared that if
foreign nations were to forbid Americans to have majority
control in new industrial enterprises, it would be a ‘signi-
ficant deterrent’ to prospective American investors. India’s
position has already been clarified on this issue. Witk the
exception of about half a dozen key industries India will nos
object to majority control by Indians, Britons or Americans.
There is almost a free zone outside the ‘key industries
reserve’...” (Capital, August 18, 1949)

(ii) Indo-British partnerships have now become & uni-
versal pattern, not confined only to heavy industries
which require great technical skill. These joint
concerns—through which foreign capital secures new fields
of exploitation—are springing up like mushrooms. There
is no lopger even a pretence at restricting foreign capital to
industries where complex technical processes are involved.
Fishing rods and printing ink are not the only preducts —-
presumably of great national significance—to manufectire
which foreign capital is being invited. A certain Bombay firm
was reported to be sponsoring a factory, in conjunction with
non-Indian ‘specialists’ to manufacture—umbrella ribs and
ha.ndles! (Capital, February 13, 1948) And Eastern Econo-
mist was so carried away by its adulation of foreign canital
that it solemnly suggested the need for asking foreign ‘con-
cerns to undertake the highly technical job of organising
India’s tourist traffic! These mushroom-like Indo-foreign
degls are guided by no other consideration than getting
quick returns with the least trouble, irrespective of the eco.
nomic importance or otherwise of the enterprises involved.
And,_ furthermore, these Indo-foreign small business deals
provide corroboration of the fact that the Indian bourgeoisie,

cse
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as a class, have forged a common front with foreign capital,
that is, with Anglo-American imperialism.

IV. STATE ENTERPRISES AND FOREIGN CAPITAL

On the other hand, where heavy industries are being
started (though with considerable 1im§tations,_as we shall
see later) by Indo-foreign combines, it is resulting in instal-
ling a Trojan horse in the very nerve-centre of our economy.
In automobiles, heavy chemicals (the Tata-ICI deal), textqe
machinery making, boiler and tractor manufacture, all bas-!.c
industries, foreign monopolists are in technical overlordsh;p
and have financial stakes. The most ominous development in
this respect is the close association of giant foreign monopo-

lies with the projects for State-owned key industries. Some |

such State-owned key industries have already been s.tarted
in conjunction with foreign combines. Others are projected.

The Mysore Government has reached an agreement with
the Chemical Construction Co. of New York for the esta-
blishment of a 50,000 ton fertiliser factory at Bhadrawati at
a cost of Rs. 2% crores. The Government of India are report-
ed to have made a successful deal with the well-known
Swiss combine, Oerlikon Co., for the setting up of a State-
owned machine tool factory costing Rs. 15 crores: The Swiss
firm will be in technical control for 20 years from the date
production starts and they will also have a financial inter-
est in the project. (The Hindu, April 28, 1949) An economic
sub-committee of the Central Government is considering a
proposal of the Orissa Government to start a factory for the
manufacture of tractors in partnership with Messrs. Ingham
1.td. of Great Britain. (Statesman, April 23, 1949) An Amer-
ican firm is said to have submitted a scheme to the Govern-
ment of India for establishing two oil refineries in India
and have offered to subscribe 48 per cent of the share capital
as well as provide technical supervision.

Besides, Westinghouse representatives have arrived in

Tndia at the invitation of the Government of India to recom- - |

mend suitable sites for a plant to manufacture heavy elec-
trical equipment; British and American big business firms
have, at the instance of the Government of India, submitted
project reports for the proposed iron and steel plants (cost-
ing Rs. 100 crores) to be started by Government; a synthetic
petrol plant, it is said, is to be erected at Durgapur at a
cost of Rs. 70 crores—an American company is likely to be
given the contract for the construction of the plant and
supervision work is to be entrusted to a German firm.

These are dangerous developments which serve to ,
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expose the fraudulent claim of the ‘national’ Government
that it would not permit private interests to get a strangl'c:-
hold over the key sectors of economy. While casting aside
the rattle of ‘nationalisation’ with which the Goverbnmenzb
of India had tried to fool the people into accepting its anti-
capitalist bonafides, the Government of India had loudly
asserted t_hat in the ‘new’ industries, in the ‘Key’ industries
the principle of ‘national’ cwnership and control would gﬂ
fully applied and profit-making interests would have ng
Zi}efhflven this bluff has been called by the actual c‘ov;se of
) Y

The above news items show that the Government of
India has not stopped short of seeking technical ﬁé&\;ic;
from foreign monopolists—though even ‘technicai_ad;vicn:
as in the case of other Indo-foreign deals, is a cogzer for deci-
sive control by foreign interests. The machine tool deal
Wlth the Sy\{lss firm should make this clear—for 20 1ears the
Sw1_ss compine will be in sole technical control and ‘Noufd
be in a position to retard the development of this basic
industry. But apart from technical control foreign 1:110?”10' -
lies associated in these State-sponsored kegf projects ége g;—
Ing given a direct profit-making interest through holding of
shares_, as in the machine too! deal and the ‘prob oséé tractor
and oil refinery deals. proposed fractes

That these are no isolated cases but portents of things
to come, is amply borne out by evidence from Well-i*;fo;'l;.qebé
quarters. The New Delhi correspondent of Capita:i “whose
despatch we have had oceasion to quote earlier also Zurni ’qt
es the following significant comment: e

“The participation of foreigners even in the ‘reserve’
field (key industries) may be considered. Although t‘i';e Gov-
ernment would prefer cent per cent or majority co‘p’sro‘ in
such undertakings, the need for their rapid deveﬁéf:n:e;l;
and financial cousiderations may compel 3n0diﬁca€ic?-é 11;

the original plan...” (Capital, August 18, 1949)

The financial difficulties of the Government—caused by
the generous tax relief to capitalists, the squandeﬁng of
money on embassies and delegations, reckless expend':-‘t:‘-"e on
police departments, etc.—are now being advanceﬁua‘: ‘;e
plea fgr I:plangling over control and ownership of baskitc i;d';;-
tries to foreign monopolists. A document which circulates
among the inner sanctum of British Big Business in Tindita
’;ili “Strictly Private and Confidential” India Buiet&n ‘of’
is:c:{z e]?engal Chamber of Commerce, wrote in its August
“In consequence of the screening of development
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schemes, a Government department, in at least one case
already, has turned to private enterprise to enguire whether
a scheme, formerly reserved for Government operation, can be
undertaken by them without cost to Government.”

Referring to Nehru’s August speech in which he stated
“Frank-

with reference to nationalisation of key industries—
ly speaking we have not got the resources to do it"—the
Bulletin goes on to say:

“These remarks add point to the suggestions now being
made in Delhi that a number of new industries in which Gov-
ernment had planned to participate, will fall under the eco-
nomy axe and that foreign enterprises may be offered free
scope to start them, if they will. This is particularly mention-
ed in connection with steel plants. But the Americans are
in no mood for anything less than compilete control....

“Government’s plans to set up three shipping corporations
show practically no progress. Two of the corporations may be
described as indefinitely postponed. The setting up of the third
is tied up with negotiations between Scindias and Govern-
ment for sale of the Vizag shipyard... .Scindias want pay-
ment in cash while the Government would prefer to pay at
least half the purchase price in shares. The economy axe may
f2ll on both projects and it is not altogether unlikely that
Goverament will tire of their negotiations with Scindias and
may even turn to ‘foreignw’ shipping interests to help them
out with their plans....” :

In the words of Sir Alfred Watson, the solemn injunc-
tion of ‘May God grant sense to everyone’ is now being taken
to heart in India: Nehru is at great pains to prove that when
he had earlier spoken of nationalisation of key industries he
did not really mean nationalisation! “Frankly we haven’t
the resources”, and so, foreign monopolies, which have the
resources, are confidently awaiting the Government of
India’s invitation to welcome them into one key industry
after another in the true spirit of India’s hospitality—*Come
in, gentiemen. What is mine is yours”’! The Government of
India may attempt to save its face through some form of
nominal control, either by holding some shares, or reserving
some shares for Indian businessmen, etc—but the central

fact emerges that foreign capital is being entrenched in a
big way in the few basic industries that have been or are
o be started in India. The collaboration betwen the bour-
geoisie and imperialism could not but lead to this disastrous

result.
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V. “INDIA LIMITEDS”

Foreign capital, as we ha
For “ , as W ve seen, has safeguarded it
fgétﬁrgnlél roIﬁ;l?ngy' g‘01tng mbfor deals with Indiagfl busige;i‘
Y ( joint combines. It was also being off:
scope for investment in lar ings mominals
ge key undertakin i
under State control. Yet another f i ich Toroten cand.
tal has entrenched itself in T ((%iI: uring e 1oey fgm capi-
is by setting up rupee subsiolin te5 Of giat peae e vears
is by : aries of giant trusts, in which
iraction of the shares are offered i "To further
ira > sk to Indian To £
heighten the ‘indigenous’ eff tre ing Tndion oa
talists are taken on the Bo rd of Divectoma g, ndian capl.
t : ard of Directors.. S i
was the influx of foreign capital i s Torm. thay opread
Committon iyt foreign pital in this form that even a
f perialist regime, the Bombay T i
and Economic Enquir ittee oy stz
vy Committee (1940)
note the powerful positi ipied i o eeamneed fo
‘IndiIa e conléei;l é(.)ns occupied in Inkd1an economy by
n the peried immediatel 11 \ '
) X X y preceding and after ‘i a-
dence’, this process has continued an§ severagel]‘fniinige%et{é

{Authorised Capital)

Coates of India Ltd. (Printing in i e
S
ASEEPEELCE) s sy 1
oubis p el goody TE M
ers of electric lamp Mg, Co. (Manufactur- :
F. & C. Osler (India) Eid?‘(%% 2%512@?665) t oo 100
Tk%nf;sciv?sxlfrﬂd (India) Ltd. (~Manua:cetzrzf oo 10
Gggd?égg %Slf(? e . (Woven. belting i
oar T B er Co. (India) Ltd. -
g R A
Biwnbnie ey o B 0o B
Ca%%iliycoﬁzry (In‘d:ab) | L?;J‘bsmary s . 1
Gontoetioniry) G. {(Chocolates &

These are com les regi i
panies registered in course 3
’;};ﬁlea ]learshalgne. The ﬁgures of paid up capi’(c)afl tallqri II?S’E
, the above denoting authorised capital. The over-

' whelming extent to which foreign capital is involved despite
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offer of shares in India is indicated by figures quoted for a
few of these concerns. Thus, out of Rs. 5 lakhs authorised
capital for Cadbury’s, Rs. 3.2 lakhs are to be issued to UK
residents. The entire amount of the first issue of capital of
Thomas W. Ward (India) Ltd. is being taken up by the
parent British firm. In the case of British Drug Houses
(India) Ltd., Rs. 5 lakhs worth of shares are being issued
to the original London Company. If this is the preportion of
foreign-held shares for the smaller India Lids., there is no
doubt that with the bigger concerns like Goodyear, Osler,
Exide, ete., the volume of shares held by Indians must be
small and the actual proportion of foreign capital invested,
very substantial indeed in the total figure of Rs. 8 crores
representing the authorised capital of the above firms.

recise details are yet lacking about other foreign firms
which have recently been given permission to set up sub-
gidiaries in India. But they deserve mention if only to
expose the bankruptcy of the Government’s claim that
foreign capital is being encouraged only in industries of
national importance,

Among the foreign monopolies which have latterly
obtgined the Government. of India’s sanction to set up
‘India Ltd. branches are the British firm of Slazengers to
manufacture sports goods; the American firm of Coca Cola
to manufacture sweet drinks; certain other foreign firms,
it is understood, have also ben permitted to set up here to

manufacture biscuits and....Vanaspati! As noted above,

for the -greater glory of India’s industrialisation, foreign
capital will also flow in to set up distilleries and chocolate
plants.

An additional index of foreign capital entering India
in recent years is provided by data on ‘further issues’ of
capital by established foreign firms in this country, whether
registered here or abroad. Below are quoted instances of
such additional issues of capital by foreign concerns in the
last few years—again, the data shoud not be regarded as

exhaustive.
Paid-up capital Increase

(in Rupees) {in Rupees}
¢k in £ ¢ in g)
Alcock & Ashdown (1943) 1,669,700
(Shipwrights etc.) (1947 3,342,200 1,872,500
Britannia Bldg. (1943) 500,000
& Iron Co. (1847) 1,000,000 500,600
Alkali & Chemical (1941) 9,196,440
corp. (1947) 9,300,000 103,560
Indian Copper Corp. (1940) 900,000%

(1947) 949,006 49,000*

87
Assam Match Co. (1941) 500,000

(1947) 1,400,000 200,000
Bird’s Investments (1941) 3,000,000

(19473 4,400,000 1,400,000
Indian Aluminium Co. (1944) 13,650,000

(1947) 20,000,000 6,350,000
Indian Rubber MIirs. (1841) 621,050

(1947} 1,655,970 1,034,920
Parry & Co. (1946} 3,658,120

(1947} 5,000,000 1,341,830
Muir Milis (1940) 3,000,000

(1947) 6,000,000 3,000,000
Maduras Mills (1940} 8,751,240

(19473 17,502,480 8,751,240
Buckingham & Carnatic {1944) 11,054,100

(1947) 19,978,000 8,523,900

The above, of course, excludes industries such as jute,
tea, mining, etc. It is based on figures of paid-up capital for
engineering, chemical and some textile miscellaneous com-
panies as given in Kothari’s Investors’ Encyclopaedia and in-
cludes companies which have mixed shareholders, (i.e.,
Indian and foreign). But, despite its limitations, the above
table serves to illustrate that substantial amounts of foreign
capial have been invested here recently in the form of “fur-
ther issues’ by foreign concerns. This is also indicated by a
list of foreign firms which were given permission to increase
their capital issue during 1947 and 1948 and as reported in

Capital.
Consent given to fur-
Name & Objects of company ther capitai issue of
(in Bupees)
Indian Oxygen & Acetelyne Co. 1,800,000
A, . Harvey Ltd., Madura (Merchants & —
Mfg. Agents) 3,000,006*
Larsen & Toubro (Importers of machinery) 3,000,000
Western India Match Co. 7,760,600
Dunlop Rubber Co. (India) Ltd. (1947 5,000,000
(Tyres, etc.) (1948) 5,000,000%
Silvertown Lubricants (India) Lid. _ 50,000

Chilcride and Exide Batteries (Eastern) Ltd. (1949) 1,485,000
Associated Battery Makers (Eastern) Lid. (1949) 4,685,000

* Bonus Issue

Of special note is the recently announced {(fuliy sub-
scribed) issue of £1,420,882 (June, 1949) by the Calcutia
Electric Supply Co., which represents no less than & 30 per
cent rise over its paid-up capital as at 1947. And thereby
hangs an interesting story. ... With the end of the war, heavy
replacements of machinery, wires and cables which were
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long overdue, were deliberatel
1 ] , ¥ held up because of th g
n thg air of the Calcutta Electric Supply Co. being ia?elf;
i)_ver v Government: Meanwhile, behind the scene negotia~
g;ntsh%vzz gomfpins?twn were dragged out, Ultimately, when
‘ ol last year it became quite certain th,
&Egc:él;zi g%i?fr&fillc fSupp}%f Co. would not be touchréd :rtldﬂilr?
_ Ol vociferous assurances to forejopn i
(tihls cent per cent British company has found it szlfgentoc aclglta'l’
erably raise its capital issye. e

The substantial increase ital i
. ] s of capital issue announe
J-ct‘};g and other. foreign firms, particularly during tlfsdl;g
years, plainly demonstrate once more that India re-

mains a ‘ itati
cattal most profitable field of exploitation by foreign

VI. DIRECTION OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT

argument in favour of allowing forei i i

: ( 7 £gn monopolies t

}cl'l Indla—the_ high degree of technical skill irlzvolveoloilrjil Zgﬂ;
ing up such industries necessitates (we are told) the ‘co

ration’ of foreign capital. | ope

Once again, it must be clearl i
» » it I : y stated that in th
of monopoly capitalism, in the stage when thel progusclsc?wg/:
c?ptimty of imperialist countries has outstripped the limits
Of the internal market, foreign capital seeks fields of invest-

the reasons which have
: hic prompted the consistent iti
?grwzligslmllferlahst <1:ountries at recent ECAFE C()C)I?flz(l)"zl;lc%rsl
_ ali proposals to establish heay gi ing i
tries in the colonies. Their oo irelgegsondus-
i 1 . stress has been: irrigation
lower food. costs and raw material costs; commungicalt(i)élnsfc—)

automobile industries, while opening up larger areas for

e tc.

Leontyev in his study on American e€xXpansionism has
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quoted valuable evidence of the direction of U.S. foreign

investments:

“pccording to data for the end of 1940, American foreign
capital investments in the extractive industries amounted to
more than 2,000 million dollars and in the manufacturing
industries to less than 200 million dollars. Yet in the U.S.
proper, the relation was seven times more capital invested
in manufacturing industries than in extractive ones...”

The same trend is noticeable in U.S. foreign investments

in 1947.
“Last year,” says an article in Capital (November 11,
1948), the net total of 636 million dollars invested directly
abroad was the largest on record...The bulk of this invest-
ment was made by the petroleum industry—about 455 mil-
lion dollars (in Latin America and the Middle East).”

Thus, about 72 per cent of the entire foreign invest-
ments of U.S. monopolies in 1947 went into the extraction
of oil.

An examination of the trend of foreign investments in
India during the period 1928-29 to 1945-46 will reveal a simi-
lar pattern. (Table 4)

Banking, Loans and Insurance—which do not represent
investments in manufacturing industry—show a rise of 18.13
per cent during the period; Miscelianeous trading and ma-
nufacturing — that is, light industries and trading firms
which by no means represent heavy industry—also show a
rise of 21.26 per cent; Mills and presses show a 13.17 per
cent rise, while the most spectacular rise of foreign invest-
ment is noticeable in (‘key’ industry indeed) — Breweries
and Distilleries (166.66 per cent)! Agencies—whose function
is to sell products of foreign monopolies—likewise show a
huge rise, of 70.13 per cent.

On the other hand, those which can be called
heavy industries show the smallest rise and even a falling off
in foreign investment. Thus, chemicals and allied frades
register a decline of 22.28 per cent; Iron, Steel and Ship-
building record the insignificant rise of 6.39 per cent; Engin-
eering does indeed show a rise of 15.34 per cent, but as is
well-known, British-owned engineering firms in this coun-
try have confined themselves to bridge-building, construc-~
tion work, manufacturing of wagons, signal equipment, etc.,

and servicing of machinery. Only recently, British engineer-
ing firms reached the high water mark of their achievement
in India—assembling India’s first road-rollers!

If we turn to Taeble B, we can compare the volume of
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foreign investment in different branches—examine which
branches of Indian economy account for the bulk of foreign
investments. In 1928-29, as will be observed, Mining and
Quarrying accounted for the largest share in the total of
foreign investments in India—23.3 per cent. Banking, Loan
and Insurance companies came next with a share of 21.3 per
cent. Transport and Transit account for ten per cent and
various light industries and trading concerns for 11.2 per
cent of the total paid-up capital of foreign concerns at work
in India. We see, therefore, that banking, insurance, extrac-
tion -of minerals, communications and various light indus-
tries absorb, between them, over 65 per cent of the total
volume of foreign investment.

Chemicals—a basic industry—attracted even less foreign
capital than tea and rubber plantations and accounted for
a meagre three per cent of the total investments. Iron, Steel
and Shipbuilding also accounted for a very small percentage
——6.4 per cent. As for Engineering, we have already noted
that this represents at best light, constructional engineering;
hence, the figure of 11. 7 per cent against Engineering does
not reflect the development of really basic engineering
industry.

And what has been the progress achieved by foreign

capital in the two decades since 1928-29? What actual procf
do we find to bear out the loud claims of foreign monopolies
and their Indian apolegists that foreign capital is instrumen-
tal in developing basic industries in a technically backward
country? The figures for 1945-46 in Table B will reveal that
in course of nearly two decades, the progress towards basic
industries, under the aegis of foreign capital, is exactly
nil. The relative share of Chemicals has fallen; that of Iron
Steel, Shipbuilding is static; Engineering has absorbed a
higher percentage of total investment by 1945-46 but is con-
sidered by foreign capital to deserve no more attention than
miscellaneous trading and manufacturing concerns, for
each of these branches accounted for 13.8 per cent of the
total foreign capital invested in 1945-46. The major portion
of foreign investment still flows to Banking, Mining, Light
-industries and Transport.

By its very nature, foreign capital, capital exported by
the monopolies of imperialist countries, cannot—and in fact
has not—‘developed’ basic and heavy engineering industries
in India.

An analysis of India’s machinery imports for 1948-49, as
quoted by the Eastern Economist (July 1, 1949), offers addi-
tional proof that those who supply us the machinery—the
monopolies of the advanced countries—have endeavoured
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to restrict their machinéry exports to the traditional lines:

textile machinery, generators, boilers, ete.
{in crores of Bs.}
Total Imports of Machinery 18.6%

Locomotives

Engines (gas, 0il, steam) §

Electrical Machinery (i.e., generators, ete.)

Boilers

Mining Machinery

Refrigerating Machinery

Sewing and Knitting Machinery

Typewriters

Machine Tools )

Cotton Textile Machinery

Jute Textile Machinery

Other Textile Machinery

Agricultural Machinery . )

Oil crushing; paper mills; pumping; rice &
flour mill; saw mills; fea and sugar
machinery

Cther machinery
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Compared to prewar imports, the only new item is agrzj
cultural machinery (iractors, etc.}. Far and away, thexmosit
important item is textile machinery of various ﬂmnda_'
which is obviously of no relevance for buﬂ_dmg up heavy
industry. Machinery for generating gnd .d1str1but‘mg _e‘fec;mc_;
power forms an important element but is no indication t,iaﬁ
heavy industries are being set up. On the conjcr%ry, t?e one
item which does relate essentially to heavy 1naust§"y——ma:
chine tools, needed for manufacturing machinery—is _la.bouw;-
the same in value as..typewriters and sewing mackines.

If we revert to the sections in this article on new enter-
prises where capital has of late "E)ee'q invested, we fing
that the old pattern continues. Froduction of b1cyqe§,’ con-
fectionery, tyres, batteries, electric lamps, spor‘zsngeo'a‘
etc., constitute the branches to which, genere}lly;, foreign
capital has turned in the last two-three years. Similarly, ’s}\
further issues of capital of foreign-owned concerns are the
most substantial in the light industries .ﬁeld—m concerns
relating to electric supply, textiles, haﬁtemes, ‘cy?e.s,"ma.nche%
agency business and (the one exception) aluminium, a key
industry. ) o

(a) It was clear by the end of the war that the increas-
ed ambitions of the Indian bOurgecﬂlsle.could not be sa_glsﬁea
by permitting it to set up only t'extlle :smd jute mzz‘ls oY
sugar refineries as in the past. Indien capital, whose whole-
hearted collaboration was necessary if the foreign monoc-
polies were to continue theif sway in Indla_, hagi t0 bc:
given some scope for investing in new engineering ang

n
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heavy industries. Recognising that some development in
this direction had to be permitted in order to buy over the
Indian bourgeoisie, foreign capital has endeavoured to limit
it to the simpler and secondary branches of heavy industry.

A leading figure in the Federation of British Industries
(FBI) outlined foreign capital’s streamlined postwar policy
with regard to new industries in the colonies thus; Speak-
ing at an Export Conference of the FBI in late 1946, Col.
H. B. Rigall (a member of the FBI Grand Council) said
that inevitably the Dominions and other countries abroad
would tend increasingly to produce for themselves.

“It is rather for Britain,” said Rigall, “to encourage
them (the Dominions, ete.) by providing technical know-
ledge and manufacturing technique to make general pur-
poses equipment for themselves which they are capable of
making, while we push on with the manufacture of the high-
er grade and more complicated produects in which our tech-
nical skill can be used with the greatest advantage...”
{Capital, December 12, 1946)

Thus, with the benign cooperation of foreign capital,
India is now to ‘produce’ light Diesel engines, small electric
motors, textile machinery, boilers, road rollers, automobiles
and perhaps, tractors and steam locomotives. One looks n
vain for other industries which are the true hallmark of an
advanced and really independent economy—heavy electrical
equipment manufacture; production of modern type loco-
motives such as Diesel electrie and electric locometives; air-
craft manufacture; manufacture of machinery for industries
other than merely textile; a diversified heavy chemicals in-
dustry (and not merely production of fertilisers) ; the manu-
facture of steel alloys, etc.

The fundamental fact is that foreign capital has con-
ceded only the manufacture of lighter types of machinery
and the simpler types of engineering products, while retain-
ing the monopoly of manufacture of basic equipment and
‘more complicated’ products. A recent comment in Capital
organ of British Big Business in India, also bears this out:

“India is assuming increasing importance in Britain’s
overseas electrical trade. British firms are now concentrating
on developing subsidiary organisations here which in the
short term might seem detrimental to British interests. It
is felt, however, that if Indian consuiners can be increasing-
Iy interested in electrical appliances, there will be an in-
creased demand for electrical generating and distributing
machinery.” (Capital, August 18, 1949)
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No doubt, foreign capital is developing backward India
when Osler & Co. set up a branch to make lamps and applis
ances (heaters, kettles) so that with the increased consump-
tion of electric power in India, the heavy electric industry
of Britain will find a wider market for their generators,
transformers, etc.! No doubt, the Indian branches of the
giant British electric monopolies—GEC, AEI—are satisfy-
ing Indian aspirations by producing ceiling fans and switch-
gear! But where is one concrete piece of evidence that the
altruism of foreign capital has extended to complete manu-
facture in India of the basic electrical equipment-—the gene-
rators and turbines themselves?

(b} Secondly, even while foreign monopolies are setling
up some heavy industries in partnership with Indian capital,
they are taking good care to see that the stage of assembly—
as distinct from complete manufacture—is as protracted as
possible.

The basic components are to be imported from the
‘home’ factories of the foreign monopolies and then assem-
bled in the Indian plant; only some minor components will
be manufactured here. Being in supreme technical controj,
the foreign monopolies can, at any moment, paralyse these
‘Indian’ heavy industries by withholding technical secrets
and the basic components. In the meantime, the process of
‘assembly’ can be dragged out indefinitel y.

For instance, under the iterms of the deal for making
Hercules cycles in Madras, assembly from imported parts
will be carried on for five years before manufacture is com-
menced. Presumably, even a bicycle is much too complicai-
ed a machine for -the ‘backward’ Indian worker or tech-
nician to understand before that period!

General Motors (India), a subsidiary of the worldwide
American trust, has been established at Bombay for about
20 years. Its net contribution o ‘developing’ the automcbile
industry in India has been the assembly of automobiles
from ‘completely knocked down’ (ckd) condition, and—at
last — the manufacture of batteries!

The strategy of foreign monopolies in limiting the gen-
uine development of new heavy industries which they are
starting in semi-colonies was plainly outlined by Lord Nuf-
field, the British automobile magnate. Questioned about
the opening of the first Morris plant in Australia, he explain-
ed that the Australian company would not affect the run-
ning of his 63 factories in Britain. The UK. factories would
produce the main car parts which would be sent to Austra-
lia to be welded, assembled, and receive the finishing
touches.
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This clear and succincet formula — welding, assembly
and finishing — describes perfectly the nature of work done
at the Hindustan Motors (Calcutta), five years after the
Birla-Nuffield deal was signed. First hand enquiries elicit
the information that, if all goes well, in a year from now,
the rear axle will be manufactured here! When the basic
component—the engine-—will be manufactured here nobody
even speculates upon. And Hindustan Motors is reputed to
be the ‘best-equipped’ automobile plant in this country!

Consider, again, the case of the much-trumpeted locomo-
tive plant at Chittranjan. Work has been going on for well
over two years on this project but recently, a high railway
official, when approached for a photograph of the plant,
frankly admitted that the picture would show only bricks
and mortar. Negotiations with foreign experts to supply
equipment and ‘know-how’ have not yet achieved any re-
sults. In October, fresh consultations were held with repres-
entatives of British locomotive trusts. This is how a British
Tory paper unwittingly reveals the real intentions of these
well-meaning foreign gentlemen:

“Leading locomotive markets in Britain are going {o help
Indians establish their plant (at Chittaranjan)...They will
also supply the key personnel needed to get the plant
going...British companies know that by exporting their
‘know-how’ they will lose orders in the end. But it will take
yvears before the Indians ean build all the locos they need...”
(Daily Express, October 10, 1949)

The sentence which we have emphasised above fur-
nishes clear evidence that our good friends from abroad,
once entrenched in key technical positions, will retard pro-
gress to the utmost. Meanwhile, the market of the British
locomotive trusts will not really be affected for, instead of
the completely assembled locomotive, basie parts will be
imported and then assembled in India.

“British makers are taking the chance that by helping
Indians to get their own industry going they will retain
a big stake in the market.” (Ibid)

Indian aspirations are ‘satisfied’ and the British mono-
polies retain their market and profits—all at one stroke. And
even this little—the assembly from imported parts — has
been yielded under the lash of competition from rival
American monopolies....

“If they (the British makers) refused this assistance, it

Is more than likely that Indians would call in the Amer-
icans.” (Ibid)
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Doubtless, wheels, axles and haif a dozen other items
will be manufactured locally and we shall be asked to sing
praises of foreign capital which has assisted in producing
this ‘Hindustan’ locomotive. Such is the narrow horizon of
every new basic industry being set up under the aegis of the
Anglo-American imperialist monopolies partnered by tha
Indian bourgeoisie. Such is the plain truth about the trump
argument of the Indian bourgeoisie in favour of foreign
capital—that it ‘helps’ to make us economically strong and
self-sufficient.

VII. FURTHER SELL-OUT TO FOREIGN CAPITAZL

Nehru’s visit to the USA has convinced the hard-beiled
American businessmen that there wasn’t going to be any
more fanecy talk about ‘nationalisation’ and about ‘control’
of foreign enterprises.

Preceding his visit, the Government of India, replying
fo a memorandum of the Federation of Indian Chambers oF
Commerce, had unequivocally declared:

“The policy of the Government of India was to allow
foreign capital to come in to operate freely in the industrial
field... Every attempt must be made to secure the maximum
possible influx of foreign capital in the shortest possible
time...The Government of Indis categorically declared thai
permission to retain a majority of non-Indian interess in the
ownership and effective control ir some cases could not ipse-
facto be considered as detrimentsl to the interests of the
country. The Government did not therefore propose o insist
on majority control by Indians in the formative stages ¢f
industries, irrespective of all other eonsiderations.” {Ths
Hindu, September 19, 1949)

Nehru assured the American capitalists that ‘Commu-
nism was being dealt with’, that “air’ profits were guaran-
teed to foreign investors, that India welcomed foreign capi-
tal’. The U.S. monopolies declared themselves satisfed.

The New York Times was reported by PTI as stating
editorially that it was ‘gratifying’ ‘o find Pandit Nehry had
given the guarantees sought by U.S. investors. The net result
of Nehru’s visit with regard to foreign capital was summed
up by PTI quoting American experts, as “preparing the way
for speedy participation of American venture capital to
develop Indian industry.”

In Britain, too, effusive praise was being lavished on
Nehru’s industrial and labour policy by the spokesmen of the
trusts. Addressing a meeting of the shareholders of the Bri-
tish-owned Calcutta Tramways Company, in November in
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London, its Chairman said that if he had a large sum of
money to invest he would be delighted to invest it in India.
His remarks, we are told by Reuter, “were applauded by
shareholders”’. (Amrita Bazar Patrika, November 10, 1949)

Official figures are now being released to show the in-
creasing influx of foreign capital into India. With bold head-
lines saying LARGER FOREIGN INTEREST IN INDIAN
INDUSTRY, a despatch from the special representative of
the Statesman in Delhi reports:

“Last year’s foreign investmentis in Indian industry’

amounted to Rs. 448 crores out of a total indusfrial invest-
ment of Rs. 5.14 crores. This year’s total capifal is already
Rs. 16.96 crores.” (Statesman, November 25, 1949)

Krishna Menon, India’s High Commissioner in Britain,
testified on November 29, at a meeting in London that there
was more investment of British capital in India than for a
long time.

The seli-out to foreign capital in the field of key indus-
tries is now reaching alarming dimensions. Even Steel, it
seems, that most basic of basic industries, is to be handed
over to the tender mercies of the foreign monopolies. Dr.
Mukherjee, who visited Nagpur in November in connection
with the proposed steel plant to be set up in the Central
Provinces, hinted that the “possibility of foreign capital par-
ticipating in this venture is not excluded”. (Free Press
Journal, November 5, 1949)

It is not for nothing that Eugene Black, President of the
World Bank, has given the all clear signal to the Anglo-
American monopolies—“India is a good risk,” he has certi-
fied. Foreign capital had nothing to fear.

The deals mentioned gbove are mostly Indo-British
deals; and the foreign investments mentioned above are
mostly British. British capital had already had a stranglehold
over Indian economy. Through the Indo-British deals Bri-
tish capital seeks to strengthen its strategic position in
Indian economy by bringing the Indian capitalists.

But a still more menacing development is taking place
since the end of the war, and especially since the establish-
ment of Nehru’s “free” India; and that is the entry of Amer-
ican capital-—the most blood-thirsty capital—on the Indian
scene.

American capital in its drive to expolit and subjugate
the world, and to find new avenues for investment in back-
ward countries like India, is trying to get a complete grip
over Indian economy and enslave and subjugate the people
of India.

The Indian capitalists, ever ready to barter the freedom
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and independence of their country for the sake of paltry pro-
fits have been wooing, appealing and grovelling before the
Americans to come and invest in India; have been offering
one concession after another to make India an inviting dish
to satisfy the profit-hunger of the American monopolists.

The American monopolists are waiting for the complets
and open surrender on the part of India. They have alreacy
secured the assurance that there would be no nationalisa-
tion; they have the guarantee of good profits and guarantez
of exports of these profits; guarantee of no discrimination
between them and Indian concerns—which means putting
the Indian concerns at a disadvantage. But they are wait-
ing for all these guarantees and many others to be embo-
died in a trade treaty.

Nonetheless they have not allowed the grass to grow
under their feet. In the last year they have perhaps invested
or offered to invest more capital in India than the British
have done.

In 1949 the U.S.-controlled International Bank agreed
to advance a total loan of 41 million dollars including 34 mil-
lion dollars for rehabilitation of the Indian Railways. The
terms and conditions attaching to this loan completely un-
mask the exploiting monopolists who want to keep India
economically backward and coin profits out of her back-
wardness, and suppress her people. As Dyakov, the Soviet
commentator, puts it:

“India provides a striking example of the real nature
of U.S. assistance. Earlier this year when the guestion arose
of a US. loan to India, the U.S. Ambassador to India Loy
Henderson asked for definite guarantees.

“In the first place the U.S. capitalists investing in India
were to be guaranteed the possibility of drawing and export-
ing their profits in dollars. He also asked for an undertaking
that the U.S. investors would be fully compensated in the
event of the enterprise in which they had sunk their capi-
tal being nationalised.

“The every same conditions as those put forth by Hen-
derson were stipulated by the commission of the Inierna-
tional Bank, which, as is known, is U.S. controlled. More-
over, it demanded guarantees of India’s political siability,
and this is not a mere coincidence. Does it not show whose
interests the U.S. Ambassador to India is serving? In a word
it means that the democratic national liberation movement
of India will be combated more infensely.

“The Government of the Indian Union agreed to these
conditions, and in August 1949 in order to please the US.
monopolies the Constituent Assembly passed a law prohibit-
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ing the confiscation of any private property witheout full cgm-
pensation to the owner. Prior to this, even Nehru, the .Pnrr%e
Minister of the Indian Union, declared repeatedly in his
official statements that U.S. investors would he guaranteed
suitable profits and the right to export their profits to the
U.8. in dollars.

“The loan which the Indian Government received from
the US. through the International Bank was made on the
condition that it be used for agriculture and transport.

«Phe idea of putting this restriction is perfectly obvious.
The U.S. capitalists have granted these loans on the condi-
ston that not a dollar of them goes to industrialise India.
This fact alone, that the U.S. opposes the industrial develop-
ment of the backward ccuntries, reveals the predatory nature
of their plans for ‘aiding’ these countries.

Tt is as clear as daylight to everyone that it is essential
to industrialise a country if a base is to be provided for the
national development of the backward countries in the
direction of economic and political independence and com-
plete emancipation from colonial oppression-

«J 8. intelligence agents posing as specialists and experts
have wormed their way to various committees dealing with
problems connected with India’s economy. Thus very valuable
information concerning India’s economy falls into the pos-
session of U.S. agencies. Nehru's visit to America and the
negotiations he has entered into for the signing of a treaty
of friendship, navigation and trade will have the effect of
making India more subservient politically and economically
to the US.

“his is evident from the speeches Nehru made while he
was there. In his address at the Foreign Press Club in New
York he assured U.S. businessmen investing capital in India
that they would have reliable guarantees and that they would
have complete freedom of action. )

«Sueh are the prospects held forth by the U.S. pro-
gramme for technical assistance to India. U.S. imperialism is
playing on the fact that Britain is economically dependent
on the U.S. {0 gain a hold. on the biggest member of the so-
called Commonwealth of Nations and to gradually edge out
the former rulers of India. Under the guise of executing their
plan of technical assistance the U.S. monopolies are not only
turning India into their raw material appendage but are
trying to make it the principal base for aggression and in
their preparation for a new war in Asia.

“The reactionary home policy being pursued by the
Indian ruling circles, the repressive steps against the work-
ers, peasants and other progressive democratic organisa-
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tions are directly linked with the implementation of the
U.S. programme for aid to underdeveloped areas. The U.S.
imperialists are trying to stamp out the democratic move-
ment in India in order to turn that country intc a base for
reaction in South-east Asia, as a gendarme of the U.S. in the
Pacific”-

What is the interest of U.S. monopolists in rehabilitat-
ing Indian railways, apart from profits? Dyakov says:

“A good portion of the loan granted” will go “in restor-
ing and developing the very railways which are either strate-
gically important or which make it more convenient for
transporting raw materials. Importing railway egquipment
and rolling stock without promoting the whole engineering
industry cannot, of course, solve India’s railway problem.

“The railways will have a chance merely to resume more
or less normal traffic which the foreign imperialists need. It
will give them the opportunity to pump out cheap raw mate-
rials and send them a flood of their own manufactures.”

In its eagerness to secure exclusive possession of India’s
resources, the American monopolists are attempting to oust
.their British rivals—so that India could be exploited by
them alone. To quote Dyakov:

“The deepening economic crisis in the capitalist world
is causing the struggle for markets between the monopolist
eircles in varicus countries to sharpen. We have an illustra-
tion of this in the competition between British and US. busi-
nessmen to supply railway equipment and rolling stock to
India.

“During the Second World War the railways of India
fell into a very sad state due to the ruthless way they were
exploited. For the whole six-year period of the war the Bri-
tish colonial authorities made no capital repairs at all to
the tracks and ne extra rolling stock was supplied. Certain
sections of the track were pulled up, add the rails used in the
construction of military strategic roads. Sometimes they were
even dispatched outside the country. The railway lines that
were working were overloaded to the extreme. The result was

that the railway system quickly deteriorated and both rolling

stock and track were ruined.

“The biggest hindranice to the restoration of the railway
system is the policy of the ruling circles inside the country
who are keeping India as an agrarian and raw material ap-
pendage of Britain and the United States. Another hindrance
is the fact that there is no engineering industry in India, the
result of 200 years of British colonial rule.
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“The present fight that is going on between Britain and
the United Stats to supply railway equipment to India weighs
definitely in favour of the U.S. monopolies. Britain’s exports
of railway material are falling off. U.S. businessmen are
squeezing out the British partners with whom they shared
colonial plunder. In February this yvear, the U.S. had orders
for 303 railway engines from India; Britain, only 190. Certain
of the Canadian firms which have received big orders for
railway equipment for India are also controlled by the U.S.
monopolies.

“British influence in India is being undermined by the
U.S. monopolies through the International Reconstruction
and Development Bank. Only recently the Bank granted &
loan of 34 million dollars to India for reconstruction and
development of Government.railways. Through this loan U.S.
capital is inching its way further and further into Indian
economy, especially into those branches that are cof strate-
gic importance, and all this will heighten the exploitation
of the masses of Indian working people-

“In easing oui their British rivals from strategically
important business of economy railway transport, the U.S.
businessmen have their own mercenary imperialist alms in
view. Those aims are 1o have easier access to the sources of
raw materials they need to have greater opportunity for ex-
ploiting the Indian people and for converting the country intc
a vantage ground in combating the national liberation move-
ment in South-east Asia.

“This struggle between Britain and the U.S. to supply
railway sguipment to India is a struggle between two robbers
and it can only have one resuit. The Indian people will find
the regime of colonialist exploitation intensified.

“Only if the colonialists are driven off and there is a
truly democratic transformation of the couniry, can there be
5 real opportunity of solving the most important economic
problem, including that of railway transport. Only democratic
transformation can make the railways of India a lever in
the development of national economy and an improvement
in the wellbeing of the broad masses of the people.”

American capital is everyday making it plain that it
wants untramelied right to lcot and plunder India; that it is
not satisfied with making loans to the Government but
wants to directly invest in concerns in India.

The bourgeoisie had tried hard to make its needs for fo-
reign exchange for purchase of capital goods, etc., through
the medium of State loans, where the rate of interest is fixed

and is relatively low, and where control which goes with - ]
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the loan operates less directly. It has been given the blunt
retort that if it were serious about acquiring sterling or
dollars for indsutrial projects, it should make the political
and economic climate of India healthy for direct investment
by foreign capital. Thus in reply to the many pleas for a
Marshall Plan for Asia, Truman’s answer has been a curt
admonition to encourage the flow of private U.S. capital to
‘develop’ backward areas. The World Bank, on which such
high hopes were placed, has, after two years and many ‘“in-
vestigations’, condescended to grant two loans totalling 41
million dollars for the purchase of tractors and locomotives
as against the original application of 100 million dollars—a
clear hint that if India wanted more dollars she should open
her doors wide to private U.S. investors. The British mono-
polies have achieved the same result by the niggardly relea-
ses of India’s Sterling Balances so that sterling requirements
for new industries should arrive in the form of investments
by the British monopolies.

With every new approach made by the bourgeois Gov-
ernment, the American Government or other spokesmen of
monopoly capital demand openly that India’s resocurces be
mortgagd to America. Thus when Nehru attempted to nego-
tiate a loan of one million tons of wheat he was told to hand
over India’s manganese and mica production, Manganese is
a strategic war material used in tempering steel; while mica
is essential for electrical goods. American monopolists thus
want o lay their hands on India’s strategic materials and
monopolise them for stockpiling for purposes of war. They
want to draw India into the war economy of the Anglo-
American bloc with India asked to produce raw materials
and cannon fodder. Besides this they demand that India must
openly join the Anglo-American bloc against the Soviet
Union, China and other countries of Asia. With the rout of
Chiang Kai-shek they seek to make India their war base
and demand suppression of all democratic movements in
the country. They thus demand open enslavement of Indis.

The Indian capitalists are daily surrendering to this
attack of American capital, thus opening the country to
the most brutal exploitation. For the capitalists are prepar-
ed to betray the people into the hands of the American mo-
nopolists, sell the independence of their country for the sake

of their profits, for the sake of a few crumbs from the Amer-
ican table.

Need one wonder why India’s capitalists ‘voluntarily’
joined the British empire—euphemistically called the Bri-
tish Commonwealth? The bonds created through joint ex-
ploitation of the Indain people, the bonds of Indo-British
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deals have proved more powerful than the interests of the
country and the freedom and independence of the people.
Before the money-making power of these bonds, the humi-

liation and oppression of the last two hundred years is for-

gotten and the Indian capitalists consider themelves free to
collaborate with the British in strengthening the chains qf
slavery and intensifying the exploitation of the people. It is
through these bonds that Nehru finds himself in the com-
pany of Malan in the Empire Conference — Malan, the
Indian-baiter, the oppressor and persecutor of Indians in
South Africa, »

The delicate ties between Indian and American capital
that are being created through the Indian Ambassador in
Washington are again proving more powerful than the inter-
ests of the country; than the freedom of the people. They
have torn off the mask of neutrality in foreign politics and
reveal that on every vital issue India’s representatives at
UNO side with the Anglo-American war bloc. It is a strange
neutrality that supports at the UNESCO meeting the
American plan for exploitation and enslavement of back-
ward areas including India but rejects the Soviet plan for
free development of the economy of backward countries and
for all help to them without attaching any conditions en-
croaching on national sovereignty. It is neutrality indeed
which rejects the Soviet proposals for peace, for destruction
of atomic weapons, including atom bombs in possession of
the USA; but supports the Anglo-American war proposals
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the imperialist camp think of building economic relations
with the Socialist Soviet Union though this might be in the
interests of the people of India?

There need be no surprise however about this alliance
of the Indian capitalists with American and British capital-
ists against their own people, against the democratic and
Socialist forces in the world., The capitalist class always

laces its selfish interests above the interests of its country
‘and people. Lenin had pointed this out when he wrote: “the
general alliance of the imperialists of all countries lying
at the basis of the capitalist economic alliance, an slliance
which is natural and inevitable for the defence of capital
‘which knows no fatherland, has proved by many of the
biggest and greatest episodes in world history that capital
places the preservation of the alliance of the capitalists of
all countries against the toiling people above the interestis
of the fatherland, of the people and everything else.”

CONCLUSION

(i) The volume of foreign investment is growing —
inevitably resulting in a heavier ‘drain’ of the products of
the Indian toilers’ labour, in their more intensified exploita-
tions and the sharpening of the struggle between the work-
ing masses and imperialism, that is, the foreign monopolies

(ii) The pattern of foreign investment is nhow unmistak-
ably in collaboration with the Indian bourgeoisie. Foreign

capital is being guaranteed a safe and secure future for ex-
ploitation by taking in as partners the Indian capitalists and
the bourgeois State. The struggle against the tyranny of
capital becomes a struggle against this common froni of the
exploiters—of the foreign monopolists and Indian landiords,
feudal Princes and capitalists, which is directly and aggres-
sively defended by the Indian bourgeois State.

(iii) The prospect for the Indian masses is not rising |
living standards through transformation of our feudal, colo- |
nial economy into an advanced, industrialised one. Petty |
progress in the setting up of light and secondary industries,
the entrenching of foreign monopoly interests in key ;
bra_nches, the handing over of technical control of the 1
entire economic structure to foreign capital—such are the ;
‘gains’ in return for which the Indian bourgeoisie and their
State have agreed to offer every facility to foreign capital,
and tie our economic future—and inevitably, our internal
and foreign policy—to the Anglo-American monopolies.

(iv) Against this treachery, against this plan which will
retain in essentials the colonial econamy of India, against

in the name of peace, proposals which allow USA its stock-
pile of atom bombs.

It is these new ties that explain the fact that while the
USA is exploiting the Kashmir issue against the interests of
the people of Kashmir, India and Pakistan—the representa-
tives of the Indian and Pakistan Governments are to be
found in the American camp; the fact that the Indian Gov-
ernment recognises the Bao Dai Government, the puppet of
the French imperialists, while it does not recognise the Peo-
ple’s Government of China headed by Mao Tse-tung; and
finally, the fact that Nehru’s Government does not protest
against direct and indirect American support at UNO to
South Africa, o its policy of racial persecution of Indians,
but at the behest of American imperialists protests to the
People’s Government of China against alleged ill-treatment
of an American Consul.

These same ties explain why every effort is made to
build economic and trade ties with Britain and America,
while there is no attempt to build any broad economic rela-
tions with the Soviet Union. How can camp followers of
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TABLE ‘B’

PERCENTAGE SHARE OF DIFFERENT BRANCHES
OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN INDIA
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Per-
- Paid-up Percentage centagze
capital of total Paid-up of total
192829 paid-up capital paid-up
Description £ 000) capital (1945-48) capital
1. Banking, etc .. 156,189 213 186,068 25.7
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MESSAGE OF GREETINGS FROM
COMRADE B. T. RANADIVE T0
COMRADE MAOQ TSE-TUNG

OLLOWING is the text of the message of greetings sent
by Comrade B. T. Ranadive to Comrade Mao Tse-tung
on October 12: .

“Dear Comrade Mao Tse-tung,

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of India I send you and through you to the people of
China, our warmest greetings on the occasion of the forma-
tion of the People’s Government of China. The formation
of the People’s Government signalises the final victory oi;'
the Chinese people against the enemies and enslavers of
China — the American imperialists and the clique of Kuo-
minating reactionaries. This great and historc victory seals
the doom of foreign imperialism and its national agents on
the continent of Asia, and opens the prospects of the imme-
diate liberation of the peoples of Asia. It changes the balance
of forces on a worldscale and constitutes a decisive turning
point in the world struggle for peace, democracy and Social-
ism. In liberating themselves the people of China have in-
flicted a decisive defeat on the common enemy of the peoples
of the world—American imperialism—and have advanced
the cause of world liberation. .

The toiling masses of India feel jubilant over this great
victory. They know it hastens their own liberation. They are
inspired by it to fight more determmed}ly and couraggou_sly
their battle for ending the present regime and establishing
the rule of People’s Democracy. '

I wish to assure you and through you the people of Chlqa
that the Nehru Government which pursues a policy of hosti-
lity to the Chirese people and still continues ifs recognition
of the bankrupt Kuomintang Government, does not represent
the wishes and the will of the people of India. The over-
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whelming majority of the Indian people decisively stand
for friendship and cooperation with the great Chinese peo-
ple. The Nehru Government on the other hand follows the
dictates of the Anglo-American imperialists, who wish 1o
build India as a bastion of reaction against China. The
Anglo-American imperialists carry on their nefarious con-
spiracies in Nepal and Tibet under the cover offered by the
Nehru Government. Thus the Nehru Government is direct-
Iy advancing the game of the enemies of the Chinese people.

I wish to assure you and through you the people of
China that the Communist Party of India will unmask ali
the anti-Chinese intrigues that the Nehru Government
might hatch under the dictates of the American imperialists

~and rally the people to defeat them.

The Central Committee of our Party has asked me to
convey their special tribute and greetings to Comrade Chu
Teh and the members of the Chinese Liberation Army who
have upset all imperialist plans by their quick military vie-
tories. The great military skill of Comrade Chu Teh and his
associates and the valour, courage, and self-sacrificing spi-
rit of the members of the Liberation Army confounded the
American advisers of Kuomintang and shattered all hopes
of prolonged resistance by Kuomintang forces, )

The Central Committee of our Party salutes the great
Communist Party of China and its leader Mao Tse-tung on
the occasion of its historic and world-shaking victory. The
victory scored by the Communist Party of China is the vie-
tory of Marxism-Leninism, of the Stalinist Line. The Com-
munist Party of China and its great leader Mao Tse-tung
have demonstrated once more the invincible power of Marx-
ism-Leninism.

And finally allow me, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, to con-
gratulate you on the occasion of your election as the Presi-
dent of the People’s Republic of China.

LONG LIVE COMRADE MAO TSE-TUNG!
LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA!

LONG LIVE THE FIGHTING UNITY OF THE CHI-
NESE AND INDIAN PEOPLE!




(OMRADE MAQ TSE-TUNG'S
REPLY TO COMRADE B. T. RARADIVE

C HAIRMAN Mao Tse-tung, on October 19 sent the fol-
lowing telegram to B. T. Ranadive, General Secretary of
the Communist Party of India, whose greetings were rece-
ived here recently:

“Dear Comrade Ranadive,

1 have received your telegram of greeetings dated Octo-
ber 12. I thank you very much for your warm greetings to
the People’s Republic of China and the Communist Party
of China. The people throughout China feel glad and proud
to read in your telegram the fraternal friendship of the revo-
lutionary Indian people. The Indian people is one of the
great Asian people with a long history and a vast population;
her fate in the past and her path to the future are similar to
those of China in many points. I firmly believe that relying
on the brave Communist Party of India and the unity and
struggle of all Indian patriots, India will certainly not re-
main long under the yoke of imperialism, and its collabora-
tors. Like free China, a free India will one day emerge in
the Socialist and People’s Democratic family; that day will
end the imperialist reactionary era in the history of man-
kind.

Best wishes for the victory of the unity and struggle of
the patriotic people of India!

Long live the fraternal unity between the Indian and

Chinese people!
(Sd.) MAO TSE-TUNG,

Chairman of the Central Commitiee
of the Communist Party of China
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Communist Party of Czechoslovakia unanimously reached

the following conclusions:
The events of the past two years fully confirm the cor-

rectness of the analysis of the international situation given
by the first meeting of the Information Bureau of the Com-
munist and Workers’ Parties in September 1947.

During this period two lines of world policy took shape
even more clearly and sharply:—the line of the democratic
anti-imperialist camp headed by the U.S.SR., the camp
waging a persistent and consistent struggle for peace bet-
ween peoples and for democracy; and the line of the impe-
rialist, anti-democratic, camp headed by the U.S. ruling
circles, the camp whose main object is forcibly to establish
Anglo-American world domination, to enslave other coun-
tries and peoples, to destroy democracy and to unleash a
new war.

Moreover, the aggressive character of the imperialist
camp continues to grow. The ruling circles of the United
States and Britain openly pursue a policy of aggression and
preparation for a new war.

In the struggle against the camp of imperialism and
war, the forces of peace, democracy and Socialism have
grown in number and strength.

The further growth of the might of the Soviet Union;
the political and economic consolidation of the People’s
Democracies and the fact that they have taken the path of
building Socialism; the historical victory of the Chinese
people’s revolution over the combined forces of home reac-
tion and U.S. imperialism; the formation of the German
Democratic Republic; the consolidation of the Communist
Parties; the growth of the democratic movement in capi-
{alist countries and the tremendous scale of the movement

of the partisans of peace—all these signify & considerable
extension and eonsolidation of the anti-imperialist, demo-
cratic camp.

At the same time the imperialist, anti-democratic camp

grows weaker. The successes of the forces of democracy a}nd
Socialism, the maturing economic crisis, further sharpening
the sharpening of the ex-

of the general crisis of capitalism, :
ternal contradictions of this system are all evidence of the

increasing weakening of imperialism.

The change in the correlation of forces in the interna-
tional arena in favour of the camp of peace and democracy
evokes fierce anger and rage among the imperialist war-

mongers.
The Anglo-American imperialists hope, by means of

war, to change the course of historical development; to solve
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The movement of the partisans of peace shows clearly
that the masses of the people are taking the work of defend-
ing peace into their own hands, thus demonstrating their
unbending will to uphold the cause of peace and prevent
war.

However, it would be erroneous and harmful for the
cause of peace to underestimate the danger of the new

war now being prepared by imperialist Powers headed by
the United States of America and Britain.

The enormous growth of the forces in the camp of demo-
cracy and Socialism should not give rise to any complacency
in the ranks of genuine champions of peace.

It would be a profound and unforgivable delusion to
think the danger of war has diminished.

_ Historical experience teaches that the more hopeless
things are for imperialist reaction, the more it rages and

the greater danger of military adventures.
Only the greatest vigilance of the peoples, and their
firm determination actively to fight by all means and ways

for peace will secure the failure of the criminal designs of
the instigators of a new war.

Under the conditions of the
war the Communist and
rical responsibility.

_ 'I"he struggle for a stable and lasting peace, for the orga-
nisation and consolidation of the forces of peace against the
forces of war should now become the pivot of the activity
of the Communist Parties and democratic organisations.

To carry out the great and noble task of saving mankind

from the danger of a new war, representatives of the Com-
inulilSISt and Workers’ Parties see the following as their vital
asks:

. 1. To work even more persistentl
nisationally and extend the movement of the partisans of
peace, drawing new sections of th

g e population intc this
movement and making it universal,

_ Particular attention should be devo
this movement trade unions, women’s, youth, cooperstive
sports, cultural, educational, religious and other organisa-
tions, ang'l also scientists, writers, Journalists, cultural work-
ers, parliamentary and other political and public leaders

who act in defence of beace and against war.,
Today the task of rallying all

growing danger of a new
Workers’ Parties bear a great histo-

¥ to consolidate orga-

ted to drawing ints
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9. Of decisive significance for the further development
of the movement of the partisans of peace is the ever more
active participation of the working class in the movement,
its consolidation and the unity of its ranks.

Therefore the paramount tasks of the Communist and
Workers’ Parties is to draw the broadest sections of the wor-
king class into the ranks of the fighters for peace; secure firm
working class unity, to organise joint action of various sec-
tions of the proletariat on the basis of a common _struggle .for
peace and for the national independence of their countries.

3. Working class unity can be won only in a reso_lute
struggle against Right-wing Socialist disruptors and disor-
ganisers of the working class movement.

Right-wing Socialists like Bevin, Attlee, Blum, (_}uy
Mollet, Spaak, Schumacher, Renner, Saragat, and reaction-
ary trade union leaders like Green, Carey and Dea}kln carry-
ing out a splitting anti-popular policy are the main enemies
of the unity of the working class; they are accomplices of
the warmongers and servants of imperialism who cover their
treachery with pseudo-Socialist, cosmopolitan phrase-mon-
gering.

While tirelessly fighting for peace, the Communist and
Workers' Parties must daily expose the Right-wing Social-
ist chieftains as the worst enemies of peace.

Tt is necessary to develop and consolidate in every way
cooperation and united action wtih basic organisations and
with rank and file members of Socialist Parties; to support all
genuinely honest elements in the ranks of these parties ex-
plaining to them the disastrous nature of the policy pursued
by reactionary Right-wing leaders. _

4. Communist and Workers’ Parties should contrast
the misanthropic propaganda of the aggressors striving to
turn Europe and Asia into a sanguinary field of war with
the broadest propaganda of a stable and lasting peace bet-
ween the peoples.

They should ceaselessly expose aggressive blocs and mili-
tary-political alliances (especially Western Union and the
North-Atlantic bloc); they should also explain that a new
war would bring untold disasters and colossal destruction to
the peoples and that the struggle against war and for the
defence of peace is the cause of all peoples in the world.

. Tt is necessary to ensure that war propaganda and the
preaching of race hatred and enmity between peoples made

by agents of Anglo-American imperialism should meet with

sharp condemnation by all sections of democratic public opi-
nion in every country. :
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consolidate peace and to organise a resolute rebuff to the
warmongers and the onslaught of imperialist reaction.

Unity in the ranks of the working class is a guarantee
of success in this struggle.

Postwar experience shows that the policy of splitting

the working class movement forms one of the priorities in
the arsenal of tactics applied by imperialists tc unleash a
new war; to suppress the forces of democracy and Socialism
and drastically to reduce the living standards of the mass
of the people.
Never before in the history of the international working
class movement has the unity of the working class, both
within individual countries and on a world scale, been of
such decisive significance as at the present time.

Unity of the working class is essential to safeguard
peace; to frustrate the criminal designs of the warmongers;
to foil the conspiracy of the imperialists against democracy
and Socialism; to prevent the establishment of fascist me-
thods of domination; resolutely to rebuff the crusade of
monopoly capital against the vital interests of the working
class and to secure an improvement in the economic condi.
tions of the working masses.

The realisation of these tasks can be achieved
on the basis of rallying the broa
irrespective of party affiliation,
religious convictions.

Unity from below — such

, above all,
d mass of the working class,
trade union organisation or

is the most effective way to
consolidate all forces of the workers to defend peace and the
national independence of their countries and to defend the
economic interests and democratic rights of all working
people.

Working class unity is attainable despite the opposition
of the leading centres of those trade unions and parties head-
ed by splitters and the enemies of unity.

The postwar period has been marked with big successes
in eliminating the split in the working class, and in rallying
the general democratic forces ; successes which were express-
ed in the formation of the World Federation of Trade Unions,
the Internstional Federation of Democratic Women, the
World Federation of Democratic Youth and in the convening
of the World Peace Congress.

Unity successes find expression in a consolidated CG.T.
in France, in the creation of a united trade union federa-
tion in Italy (C.G.T. of 1) and in the militant actions of the
French and Italian proletariat.

In the People’s Democracies historical successes in work-
ing class unity have also been won: united working class
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i united trade unions, united cooperatives, youth,
\P;/aol;ggi”s and other organisations have been est.a?bhshed. .

This working class unity has played a decisive (Iiole 11'81
the successes achieved in the economic and cultural a vi'mcf
in the People’s Democracies; in securing tlr}e le_admg T0 eer(it
the working class in the State and in a radical improvem
in the material welfare of the working masses. _

All this shows the tremendous desire of the Work}gg
people to consolidate their ranks and shows the_ real Eosm L:
lity of creating a united working class front against the cotr}r}
bined forces of reaction—from the U.S. imperialists to the
Right-wing Socialists. _ . .

; U.S. aid British imperialists and their satellites in Eu-
ropean countries strive to split and disorganise the plrﬁleta-
rian and the people’s forces generally, pinning espeCéa opei
on the Right-wing Socialists and reactionary trade union
lead(%l;s. the direct orders of U.S. and British in_aperlahsts:
the Right-wing Socialist and reactionary trade union le%der.s
split the ranks of the working c_:lass movemen’q frqm above,
seeking to destroy uniteg working class organisations crea-
ted in the postwar period. . )

They tll)"ied to destroy the World Federation of Trade
Unions from within; they organised splinter groups such
as “Force Ouvriere” in France and the so-called Labour
Federation in Italy, and they now try to prepare the forma-
tion of a disruptive international trade union body.

Similar attempts to split the Wi_)rk_ers_ were also made
by leaders of Catholic organisations in 1nd1v1du§1 f:ountrles.

The characterisation of the treacherous activity of t_he
Right-wing Socialist leaders as that of most rabid enemies
of working class unity and accomplices of imperialism—a
characterisation made at the first meeting of the Informa-
tion Bureau of the Communist Parties—has been fully con-
ﬁrm’i‘%aay the Right-wing Socialists appear not only as tlhe
agents of the bourgeoisie of their own countries, but also
as agents of U.S. imperialism, turning the Social De;nocraé
tic parties of European countries into American parties an
into direct weapons of U.S. imperialist aggression. '

In those countries where Right-wing Socialists are in
the Government (Britain, France, Austria and t;ne Sc?r}cc}lll-
navian countries), they emerge as ardeBt champlons‘r'o Ade
“Marshall Plan”, “Western Union”, the “North Atlantic Ag-
reement” and of all other forms of U.S. expansion.

These pseudo-Socialists perform a foul role in persecu-
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ting the working class and democratic organisations which
defend the interests of the working people.

Sliding further down the path of betrayal of the inter-
ests of the working class, democracy and Socialism, and
having completely abandoned the Marxist doctrine,. these
Right-wing Socialists today appear as champions and advo-
cates of the predatory ideology of U.S. imperialism.

Their theories of “Democratic Socialism” and of the
“Third Force”, their cosmopolitan ravings of the need to
give up national sovereignty are nothing but an ideological
cover for the aggression of U.S. and British imperialism,

The so-called Committee of International Socialist Con-
ferences (COMISCO) —miserable offspring of the Second
International which rotted alive — has become a rallying
point for the most rabid disrupters and disorganisers of
the working class movement. This organisation has become
an espionage centre in the service of the British and U.S.
intelligence services.

The unity of the working class can only be won in a
resolute struggle against these Right-wing Socialist disrup-
tors and disorganisers of the working class movement.

II

’E‘ HE Information Bureau regards as the cardinal task of
the Commounist Parties a tireless struggle to unite and
organise all forces of the working class in order to render
a powerful rebuff to the insolent claims of Anglo-American
imperialism to frustrate its calculations on a new woric war;
to safeguard and consolidate the cause of peace and interna-
tional security, to doom to failure the onslaught of monopoly
capital on the living standards of the working masses.

In the present international situation it is the duty of
the Communist Parties to explain that if the working class
does not secure unity in its ranks it will deprive itself of
the most important weapon in the struggle against the grow-
ing danger of a new world war and against the onslaught
of imperialist reaction on the living standards of the work-
ing people.

While waging an irreconcilabie and consistent struggle
in theory and practice against the Right-wing Socialists and
reactionary trade union leaders ; and while ruthlessly expo-
sing them and isolating them from the masses, the Commu-
nists must patiently and persistently explain to the rank
and file Social Democratic workers the entire significance of
the cause of working class unity; draw them into an active
struggle for peace, bread, and democratic liberties and pur-
sue a policy of joint action to achieve these aims,
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fronting the proletariat as a class leading the struggle to
abolish the power of monopoly capital, and to reorganise
society along Socialist lines.

On the basis of successes achieved in creating unity in the
ranks of the working class movement, and in the consolida-
tion of all democratic forces, it will become possible to deve-
lop the struggle in the capitalist countries for the formation
of governments which would rally all the patriotic forces op-
posing the enslavement of their countries by U.S. imperial-
ism; governments which would adopt a policy of a stable
peace between the peoples, but an end to the armament race
and raise the living standards of the working people.

In the People’s Democracies the task of the Communist
and Workers’ Parties is to consolidate even more the work-
ing class unity which has been attained and the unity of
trade union, cooperative, women’s, youth and other organ-
isations.

The Information Bureau believes that further successes
in the struggle for working class unity and the consolidation
of democratic forces depend, above all, on the improvement
of the entire organisational and ideological work of every
Communist and Workers’ Party.

Of outstanding significance for these Parties is the ideo-
logical exposures and irreconcilable struggle against any
manifestation of opportunism, sectarianism, and bourgeois
nationalism and the struggle against the penetration of
enemy agents into Party ranks.

The lessons arising from the exposures of the Tito-Ranko-
vic espionage clique urgently demand that the Communist

and Workers’ Parties should heighten revolutionary vigi-
lance to the maximum.

The agents of the Tit
rabid disruptors in the r
the democratic moveme
of the U.S. imperialists.

It is necessary, therefore
machinations of this imperialis
be active in the working class and democratic organisations.

The organisational and ideological-political consolida-
tion of the Communist and Workers’ Parties, on the prin-
ciples of Marxism-Leninism, is the most important condi-
tion for a successfu] struggle of the working class, for the
unity of all its ranks, for the cause of beace, for national
independence of its country, for democracy and Socialism.

o clique appear today as the most
anks of the working class and of
nt; disruptors carrying out the will

, resolutely to combat the
t agency wherever it tries to
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3. Communist Party of
Yugoslavia in ihe Power of
Murderers and Spies

T HE Information Bureau, consisting of representatives of
the Communist Party of Bulgaria, Rumanian Workers’
arty of Hungary, United Workers’
Party of Poland, Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bol-
sheviks), Communist Party of France, and the Czechoslo-
vak and Italian Communist Parties, having considered the
“The Yugoslav Communist Party in the power of
» unanimously reached the following

Party, Working People’s P

guestion:
murderers and spies

conclusions: )
Whereas, in June 1948 the meeting of the Information

Bureau of the Communist Parties noted the change over of
the Tito-Rankovic clique from democracy and Socialism to
bourgeois nationalism, during the period that has elapsed
since the meeting of the Information Bureau, this clique has
travelled all the way from bourgeois nationalism to fascism
and outright betrayal of the national interests of Yugoslavia.

Recent events show that the Yugoslav Government is
completely dependent on foreign imperialist circles and has
become an instrument of-their aggressive policy, which has
resulted in the liquidation of the independence of the Yugo-
slav Republic.

The Central Committee of the Party and the Govern-
ment of Yugoslavia have merged completely with the
imperialist circles against the entire camp of Socialism and
democracy; against the Communist Parties of the world;
against the New Democracies and the USSR.

The Belgrade clique of hired spies and murderers made
a flagrant deal with imperialist reaction and entered its
service, as the Budapest trial of Rajk-Brankov made perfect-
Ty clear.

This trial showed that the present Yugoslav rulers, having
fled from the camp of democracy and Socialism to the camp
of capitalism and reaction, have become direct accomplices
of the instigators of a new war, and, by their treacherous
_deeds, are ingratiating themselves with the imperialists and
kow-towing to them.

The change-over of the Tito clique to fascism was not
fortuitous. It was effected on the order of their masters, the
Anglo-American imperialists, whose mercenaries, it is now
clear, this clique has been for long.

The Yugoslav traitors, obeying the will of the imperial-
ists, undertook to form in the People’s Democracies political

b
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gangs consisting of reacti i i
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Dus to th e People’s Democratic system in Yugo},lai il
Kovic clique whas ot -revolutionary policy of the Tito-Ran-
State, an anti.Commsorbed power in the Party and in the
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installed in Yugoslavia ybe regime
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the countryside and capitalist elementso?rsllst%lse ?cixsr{ggaks -

In fact, power in Y
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popular, reactlonalx;y 1elliements. Active mehmeblelﬁérl(isf ?sf‘ean?:
S, Kulaks and other enemi o
mocracy, are active in central and 10c§[ gg‘sfeiiPZ(ﬁle s De-

The top fascist rul
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Pp ;‘is the peoples of Yugoslavia of which they
. ey have turned the ¢ o L
wiped out all democratic rig}&lsm;;yt hlélt‘(; 0a milita

tra
mple on any free expression of opinion
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e Yugoslav rulers demagogically and insolently de-

ceive the peopl i .
Yugoslavial.) ple, alleging they are building Socialism in

. . - . . . . . 4
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{ ry camp,
rking people and
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Union, with the entire camp of So-
thereby depriving Yugoslavia of the
Socialism and when it has subor-
v and politically to Anglo-

broken with the Soviet
cialism and democracy,
main bulwark for building
dinated the country economicall
American imperialists.

The State sector
ceased to be people’s property,

hands of enemies of the people. ) .
The Tito-Rankovic clique has created wide possibilities

for the penetration of foreign capital into the economy of
the country, and has placed the economy under the control
of capitalist monopolies.

Anglo-American in
their capital in Yugoslav
slavia into an agrarian-raw ma
pital.
The ever growing slavish dependence of Yugoslavia on
imperialism leads to intensified exploitation of the working
class and to a severe worsening of its conditions.

The policy of the Yugoslav rulers in the countryside
bears a kulak -capitalistic character.

The compulsory pseudo cooperatives in the countryside
are in the hands of kulaks and their agencies and represent
an instrument for the exploitation of wide masses of work-
ing peasants.

The Yugoslav hirelings of imperialism, having seized
leadership of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, unloosed
a campaign of terror against genuine Communists loyal to
the principles of Marxism and Leninism and who fight for
Yugoslavia’s independence from the imperialists.

Thousands of Yugoslav patriots, devoted to Commu-
nism, have been expelled from the Party and incarcerated
in jails and concentration camps. Many have been tortured

‘and killed in prison or, as was the case with the well-known
Communist, Arso Jovanovic, were dastardly assassinated.

The brutality with which staunch fighters for Commu-
nism are being annihilated in Yugoslavia, can be compared
only with the atrocities of the Hitler fascists or the butcher
Tsaldaris in Greece or Franco in Spain.

Expelling from the ranks of the Party those Communists
loyal to proletarian internationalism, annihilating them, the
Yugoslav fascists opened wide the doors of the Party to
bourgeois and kulak elements.

in the economy of Yugoslavia has
since State power is in the

dustrial-financial circles investing
economy, are fransforming Yugo-
terials adjunct of foreign ca-

As a result of the fascist terror of the Tito gangs against.

the healthy forces in the Yugoslav Communist Party, lead-
ership of the party is wholly in the hands of spies and mur-
derers, mercenaries of imperialism.

e et st

~out the espionage assignments

-all possible aid to the Yugoslav
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the camp of democracy and Socialism. :

. A necessary condition for the return of Yugoslavia tc
the_ Socialist camp is active struggle on the part of revolu-
lutionary elements both inside the Yugoslav Communist
Party and outside its ranks, for the regeneration of the
revolutionary, genuine Communist Party of Yugolsavia, lo-
yal to Marxism-Leninism, to the principles of proletarian

they c¢onceal themselves.
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peasantry who are fighting for the reéturn of Y

internationalism, and fighting for the independehce of Yugo-

slavia from imperialism.

The loyal Communist forces in Yugoslavia, who, in the

‘present brutal cenditions of fascist terror, are deprived of
the pos§1b1hty of engaging in open action against the Tito-
Ranlgowc clique, were compelled in the struggle for the
cause of Communism, to follow the path taken by the Com-
munists in those countries where legal work is forbidden.

The Information Bureau expresses the firm conviction

that, among the workers and peasants of Yugoslavia, forces
will be found capable of ensuring victory over the bour-
geois-restoration espionage Tito-Rankovic clique; that the
toiling people of Yugoslavia led by the working class will
succeed in restoring the historical gains of People’s Demo-
cracy, won at the price of heavy sacrifice and heroic struggie
led by the peoples of Yugoslavia and that they will take -
the road of building Socialism.

The Information Bureau considers one of the most im-

portant tasks of the Communist and Workers’ Parties to be
an all-round heightening of revolutionary vigilance in Party .
ranks; exposing and rooting out bourgeois-nationalist ele-
ments and agents of imperialism, no matter under what flag

The Information Bureau recognises the need for more

ideological work in the Communist and Workers’ Parties:
~more work to train Communists in the spirit of loyalty to
proletarian internationalism; -irreconcilability to any de-
‘parture from the principles of Marxism-Leninism, and in the
spirit ‘of loyalty to People’s Democracy and Socialism.
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For a Lusting Peace
For a People’s Democracy

is the weekly organ of the Inicrmation Bureau of the Com-
munist ‘and Workers’ Parties. .

It is-6n  the initiative of the Information Bureau and
through its érgan, the ideological fight against the aliean
influenices inside the Communist and Workers’ Parties have
started throughout- the worid in the post-war period.

It is this magazine which carries on the fight for peace
throughout the world under the leadership of the working
class since its very inception. - o

‘It is this paper which more than anything else reflects the

work of the Communist Parties of the People’s Demoeracies
and the achievements of the People’s Democracies—econo-
mic, political and cultural. o

It is this paper for the first time came out sharply against
the repudiation of all Marxist principles by the Yugoslav
Communist Party. : Lo -

It is the same paper which relentlessly fought the enemies
of Marxism—the leaders of the Yugoslav Communist Party
by mercilessly exposing all the Trotskyite treachery of these
renegades. ... : : ' ‘

It is the same paper which helps all genuine socialists to
isolate the Rightwing socialists—the paid agents of the
bourgeoisie and also to maintain the revolutionary vigilance
to expose the enemy agents'in time. o

T is the same organ of the Cominform which- day in and
day out brings before the eyes of all the Communist Parties
that without the unity of the working class no fight worth
the nawme can be carried out to emancipate the working

“class from wage-slavery. It teaches us t6 guard the unity of

the working class as the apple of our eye.

For all Marxists this paper is absolutely essential in order g
to be ideologically and politically prepared to carry out the &

tasks of today and tomorrow.
All readers of COMMUNIST must subscribe to this

* magazine of international importance.
Rates: Rs. 10- (annual) Rs. 3- (6 months)

o ® )
PEOPLE’S PUBLISHING HOUSE, Ltd.,
 190-b, Khetwadi Main Road,
BOMBAY 4
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