
This again implies the final defeat of the Naxalite revolt, 
in its reabsorption into the system it hates. The system cannot 
be destroyed, only strengthened, with its own weapons. Acade
mic corruption, or what the CPI (ML) calls the filth of bour
geois educati0n cannot be removed by a cynical flouting of all 
academic norms and decorum, or cheating in examinations. 
Economism may be the curse of the mass movement, but the 
best way to fight it is not necessarily to encourage that wanton 
destruction of property in which the have-not mentality finds 
such acute relief. And certainly bourgeois society is not to be 
overturned by terrorist methods in the hands of the criminal 
gangs created by this society. 

It is easy to show that Naxalism provides no sort of alterna
tive to the established communist movement. The terrorism 
of the CPI (ML) can only pave the way for a reactionary take
over. Still, the challenge of Naxalism is real enough, and that 
too in a state where. the forces of the left have been traditionally 
strong. The time has come for these forces to take a look at 
themselves in the cold light of Naxalite criticism. Much of 
this is wrong and purely negative. It denies the striking achieve
ments of the older movement which is not only rooted much 
more deeply among the masses but holds a much finer record 
of armed struggle than the Naxalites with their aristocratic 
t_emper typical of anarchist movements. Yet the germs of Naxal
ism may be found in the major weaknesses of the traditional 
left-wing and communist movement which has reached its cul
mination in the CPI (M). Its failure to bring the broadest 
masses into action for any positive change in the system was 
always accompanied· by a reliance on discontent and occasional 
violence; an attitude of discouraging any improvement in the 
people's lot without in the least preparing their minds for a 
real revolution. Naxalism has merely exposed the limited aims 
of the movement-the neglect of the struggle for structural 
change while dreaming of a revolution round the corner-and 
reduced its neg-ative leftism to a terrible absurdity. 

Now that events are moving faster on the national political 
plane, and the forces of reaction gathering strength, the need 
is felt to move forward rapidly to left and democratic unity for 
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which now patterns of mass mobilisation and action have to 
be worked out. Provided such a pattern is found, the best of the 
extremists, with their revolutionary idealism, may yet come 
forward to help remove the mountain in the path of revolu
tion, finding, as in· Mao's legend retold, the ultimate source of 
power in the will and consciousness of the people of India. 

February 1971 

LATER DEVELOPMENTS 

Much has happened in West Bengal in the last few months, 
but nothing that really contradicts what has been said above. 

Too much was made by cei·tain political observers a:ncl news
men of the supposed deflection of Naxalite policy in some res
pects. For instance the CPI (ML) did not try seriously to dis• 
rupt the mid-term election, though few would doubt their capa
city to do so in a small number of centr,es at least._ This was
because the majority of the CPI (ML) cadres were worried 
.about the prospect of the CPI (M) coming back· to office thro
ugh elections which they could not hope to disrupt everywhere 
,or "for all tinie. It w·as in the pr,e-election period, as the battle 
-over areas of influence got seriously under way, that the Cl>I
(M) unleashed its violent offensive against Naxalites and all

-other political rivals. As its methods became more pronouncedly
terroristic, sheer force of circumstances made the CPI ( ML), if.
not exactly constitutionalists, at least more benign towards
those who were trying to use the ballot-box to defeat the
CPI (M). This did not make them firm allies of any other party;
understandably cynical in their approach to all who partici
pate in elections, they probably felt justified in the manoeuvres
.and balancing tricks seen in some constituencies. Since the
election; both government and opposition have been under fire
from the Naxalites.

A brief sensation was caused by the report that Chani Ma
jumdar had repudiated the tactics of assassination. Actually
he said, in a signed article in Desabrati (10 February 1971), that

79 





is less out of tune with the national sentiment, and less men
tally frozen even in its attitude to China than one normally 
supposes. There may be some truth in the idea that a recent 
spate of "actions" of the usual type has been encouraged by 
the party leadership to divert its militant cadres from the 
famous "doubtisin" to which it is ptone. Certainly the future 
of the better elements among the Naxalites depends on their 
ability to think things out for themselves, and reconsider their 
commitments. 

24 May 1971 
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The CPI and the Naxalites 

by Mohit Sen 

There is an amount of misunderstanding about the approach 
arid attitude of the Communist Party of India (CPI) to the 
Naxalites or .communist extremists, not least among the Naxa
Jites themselves. An attempt will be made here to remove 
these misconceptions so that some kind of dialogue and debate 
could start with these impatient sttidents and youth who have 
,chosen the N�alite path or are attracted by it. Such dialogue 
.and debate must involve, above all, clearcut ideological:politi
,cal demarcation and sharp polemics. 

I 

The niost important conception to clear up can be stated 
thus: is it not true that while the Naxalites, maybe wrongly, 
believe in revolution, the CPI holds to the peaceful path? This 
is absolutely wrong. The dispute between the Naxalites and 
the CPI is not that the former believes in revolution while the 
latter abjures it. The dispute, essentially, is between different 
conceptions of how the revolution will develop in India. It is 
also absolutely wrong to hold that the CPI has made an abso

·1ute of the peaceful path. The CPI strives to achieve the aims
,of the revolution through the form of peaceful transition hut
. .always insisting that this is only one of the possible forms of
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