
world peace, anti-colonialism and anti-imperialism. There is no 
question of Soviet interference in the internal affairs and politics 
of the newly independ�nt countries. These are matters exclu
sively the affair of the people concerned. 

Such an attitude strengthens the anti-imperialist forces in 
the newly independent countries; helps them to move towards 
economic independence; helps the shedding of anti-communist 
prejudices on the part of non-communist anti-imperialists; l1elps 
the growth of the working class and modern, progressive intel
ligentsia; help·s to popularise the achievements of the countries 
of victorious socialism and increases the attractive force of the 
ideas of scientific socialism. 

The 'left and democratic, as also the communist, movement 
.in India Iias had its own experience of which attitude helps 
in the struggle against imperia}Jism, landlordism and Indian 
monopoly capitalism-that of the CPSU or that of the Maoists. 
They also have the experience that when the People's Republic 
of China based its relations with the Republic of India on the 
principles of peaceful coexistence and friendship how helpful 
this was to them and how harmful the efforts were of the un
friendly attitude since 1958, especially the Chinese aggression 
in 1962. 

The completion of the national democratic revolution in 
India is the inescapable duty of the communists and otlrnr 
national democratic revolutionary forces. In the fulfilment of 
this ,duty they would be helped if all socialist countries acted 
towards India as does the Soviet Union with its policy of friend
ship, aid and non-interference in internal affairs. 

IV 

Such are some of the criticisms that the CPI makes of the 
"left" adventurist and utterly wrong line of the Naxalites based 
as it is on the ideological-political positions of contemporar�; 
Maoism. The CPI is of the view that the Naxalites have a very 
distorted understanding of what a revolution really is. It is of 
the view that they have made no study and have no appre
ciation of the Indian situation and are trying the futile job of 

122 

\f 
'i 

f 
l 
l. 

,l 

n 

an "imitation revolution". It is of the view that they have no 
knowledge of the world communist and revolutionary move
ment. 

The CPI holds that because of these wrong views and "left" 
adventurist line the Naxalites have done great harm to th,3 
revolutionary movement in I�dia. They have helped the reac
tionaries to put out a distorted view of what communism is 
and what the communists are. They have helped the develop
ment of authoritarian and anti-democratic trends in the policies 
and practice of the Indira Gandhi government. Their adven
turist actions have led to the loss of precious cadres and invited 
severe repression on the masses in many areas where they have 
operated. 

Above all, the CPI is of the view that the method of indivi
dual killing and political murders in West Berigal ( begt1n by 
the CPI(M) it should be remembered) raised to the level of a 
"thcot'y" by the Naxalites has proved to be dastardly and disas
trous. This has nothing at all to do with any kind of revolu
tionary activity, let alone revolutionary activity supposedly 
hased on Marxism-Leninism. It has led to the degeneration of 
tl,e Naxalite movement and the coming into it of all kinds of 
lumrfon and criminal elements who are the best tools of counter
revolution. It has led to the growth of sadism and senseless 
cruelty among many Naxalites which makes them scarcely 
different' in their behaviour from the criminal elements. 

This process of degeneration has led to the in£lh·ation of the 
Naxalite movement by unscrnpulous adventurers without any 
politics,' by the agents of the secret police as also the CIA in 
many places. 

The Naxalite movement, it must also be noted, is constantly 
splitting.itself. The Nagi Reddy group is a distinct entity. There 
ar'e at least three groups in Kerala and two in Bihar. Dissen
sions and mutual phy�ical attacks have taken place between 
Naxalite groups in Delhi. The Jammu and Kashmir branch of 
the Naxalitcs has dissolved itself. The Srikakulain struggle has 
ended in a fiasco and the b·ibal Naxalites have joi1ied the CPI 
in their huncfred1S. Cham Majumdar, hitherto regarded as the 
Mao or Lin Pfao of India and leader of the CPI (ML), quar-
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an "imitation revolution". It is of the view that they have no 
knowledge of the world communist and revolutionary move
ment. 

The CPI holds that because of -these wrong views and "left" 
adventurist line the Naxalites have done great harm to th� 
revolutionary movement in I�dia. They have helped the reac
tionaries to put out a distorted view of what communism is 
and what the communists are. They have helped the develop
ment of authoritarian and anti-democratic trends in the policies 
and practice of the Indira Gandhi government. Their adven
turist actions have led to the loss of precious cadres and invited 
severe repression on the masses in many areas where they have 
operated. 

Above all, the CPI is of the view that the method of indivi
cl 11:1 l killing and political murders in West Bengal (begtin by 
tl1c CPI(M) it should be remembered) raised to the level of a 
"th<'ory" by the Naxalites has proved to he dastardly and disas
lrn11s. This has nothing at all to do ,Nith any kind of i·evolu
l ionn ry activity, let alone revolutionary activity supposedly 
hnsccl on Marxism-Leninism. It has led to the degeneration of 
1h1 1 Naxalite movement and the coming into it of all kinds of 
l111n1�en and criminal elements who are the best tools of counter
l'<'Voh1 Lion. It has led to the growth of sadism and senseless 
(•r11clLy among many Naxalites which makes them scarcely 
different in their behaviour from the criminal. elements. 

This process of degeneration has led to the innltration of the 
Naxalite movement by unscrupulous adventurers without any 
politics, by the agents of the secret police as also the CIA in 
many places. 

The Naxalite movement, it must also be noted, is constantly 
splitting.itself. The Nagi Reddy group is a distinct entity. There 
are at least three groups in Kerala and two in Bihar. Dissen
sions and mutual phy�ical attacks have taken place between 
Naxalite groups in Delhi. The Jammu and Kash111ir branch of 
the Naxalites has dissolved itself. The Srikakulam struggle has 
ended in a fiasco and the h·ibal Naxalites have joined the CPI 
in their hundred-s. Charu Majumdar, hitherto regai;ded as the 
Mao or Lin Piao of India and leader of the CPI (ML), quar-
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rnlled with Kanu Sanyal and Sushital Raychaudhuri. Later on 
seriOl.\S ?ifferences developed between him and his most devo
ted disciple, Asim Chatterjee. Finally comes the report that a. 
new central committee has been formed headed by Satyanarain 
Sinha and that Cham 1VIajumdar has been expelled from the 
pai-ty. The report further says that Cham Majumdar, Santosh 
Rana and some others did not attend this meeting. All this 
signifies th�t seriotfs political differences have developed in
side CPI (ML) and it is in the process of disintegration. 

This is not fortuitous. A movement based on dogmatism, 
sectarianism and adventurism is bound to split more and more 
as it gets divorced from the ma�ses and from reality. After aU 
Mao and the Chinese communists began their downward jou!
ney by calling for a split in other communist parties in the 
world communist movement. They did do great harm to these 
pa"rties and the movement as a whole. But, in the end it is the 
CPG which got badly split and finally was decimated by Mao 
himself. 

It is high time that the revolutionaries and idealists among 
the Naxalites started doing some rethinking. With what dreams 
and hopes did they start and where have they ended up! With 
courage and abandon they jumped into a movement they 
believed to be "pure'' and "revolutionary". They were ready 
to sacrifice their !iv.es and many did. Now they must display 
the same courage in self-critically reviewing the positions and 
progress of their movement. 

The CPI treats the revolutionaries and idealists among the 
Naxalites as fellow-revolutionaries who have gone off the revo
lutionary rails and landed in the marsh of contemporary Mao
ism. It is because of this that the CPI does all in its power to 
save them from being murdered judici�lly or by the CPI ( M) 
hoodlums or t>y the police. This is a service the CPI would 
render any group .of revolutionaries however misguided. Indeed, 
this is part of the glorious tradition of the CPI right from the 
1930 when it had to help the an·archist revolutionaries, mis
named the terrorists. The CPI certainly repudiates the view of 
the CPI ( M) that the Naxalites are all CIA or police agents 
or anti-social criminals. Some such elements have certainly infil-
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trated the movement, particularly in the latest phase of imlivi
dual murders in Calcutta. But this does not take away from the 
revolutionary idealism of many young men and w<trnen who 
saw in the Naxalite movement the most revolutionary instru
ment available in India to end the misery, inequality, injustice 
and degradation that is all-pervasive in om land. It is this ideal
ism that is the common link with the CPI and it is this that· 
gives hope for the future. 

But this hope will prove true only if the Naxalitcs rescue 
themselves from Naxalism, the Indian variant of contemporary 
Maoism. 
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