
INTRODUCTION

On the basis of discussions with comrades of the different 
states connected with party education (3 to 10 April), the Party 
Education and Study Department of the Party Centre has drawn 
up these detailed lecture-notes for party schools to be attended 
by branch secretaries and other comrades of that level. Ihese 
comrades must have gone through the schools for new entrants 
and those who have had no previous party schooling should 
not, generally speaking, attend these classes.

These detailed lecture-notes are meant to act as guidelines 
for the teachers, to indicate to them the scope and content of 
the classes and to act as easily available reference material. They 
will enable the standardisation of party education throughout 
the party. They are obviously not intended to be either read 
out or adhered to in a rigid manner. The comrades attending 
the schools would also find them useful. They should, therefore, 
be made available in different Indian languages. Reading mater 
ial has been suggested at the end of each subject.

The aim of these classes is to give the comrades some ground
ing in the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism and their appli
cation to Indian conditions and the practice of the Indian re
volutionary movement. After these classes, the comrades should 
be able to read on their own some of the easier basic texts of 
Marxism, e.g. The Communist Manifesto, Socialism: Utopian 
and Scientific and popularisers like Emile Burns’ What is Marx
ism? They should be able to have a preliminary understanding 
of the method and system of Marxism and to use these to criti
cally approach problems encountered in their work. They should 
be able to engage in the ideological-political struggle that is 
continually proceeding.

The classes should be spread over 30 hours of lecture an 
question-answer sessions, preferably in the form of six-day 

camps.
Suggestions and criticism of these notes should be sent to us.
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1 May 1968
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FIRST LECTURE

OUR GOAL: COMMUNISM

We are at present living in the epoch of transition to socialism. 
It is an epoch in which, despite the unfortunate split in the in
ternational communist movement, the balance of forces has 
definitely tilted in favour of socialism and against imperialism.

The people in the socialist countries are engaged in building 
socialism. In fact, in one country they have already completed 
the task and gone over to the next task. The advanced capitalist 
countries are in the grip of a very deep general crisis-economic, 
political and ideological. The working class there is engaged in 
big class battles against its own monopoly capitalists. The newly- 
mdependent countries are engaged in bitter struggle for econo
mic and political independence against the onslaughts of foreign 
imperialists. The general movement for peace, democracy and 
socialism is growing rapidly throughout the world.

Our Main Task

The main task before the communists all over the world now 
is t0 unite these streams into a mighty anti-imperialist torrent.

We, Indian communists, are engaged in a bitter struggle for 
the establishment of national democracy as a first step for laying 
down the prerequisites for socialism. It is essential for us, there
fore, to educate ourselves and equip our cadres ideologically to 
enable us to carry on this struggle firmly and consciously to 
victory.

How Man Developed

We must naturally begin our study with the question of the 
birth, growth and decay of our present society—capitalism, study 
its movement, study the laws of its development.

Capitalism arose out of feudalism, which is merely a land- 
maik in the march of man from the primitive communal society


