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Unite to Repel the Menace
that is Shiva Sena

The attack of Shiva Sena gangsters on the Girni Kamgar
Union of Bombay and on the meeting convened to protest
against it underline the new danger to the working class

"movement. With the connivance of the police and the Con-

gress Ministry, the Shiva Sena gangsters burst into the union
office at dead of night and set fire to the office furniture and
papers. The police who were on the scene encouraged them
by their passivity. Next day when a public meeting was held
to condemn this hooliganism, the Shiva Sena hoodlums stoned
the méeting and assaulted the workers. Several people were
injured; several had to be removed to the hospital. The leader
of the Shiva Sena, Thackeray, is so sure of immunity from
arrest under the Congress rule that far from denying the
comptlicity of his organization in the crime, he boasted about
it and said he had no regrets and he would not allow Bombay
to be jurned into a Naxalbari.

This is a familiar pattern. The goonda gangs attack the
workers, the police remain silent and inactive and the mo-
ment the workers resist, the machinery of the State moves in
to repress them. In this case also, immediately after the
attack, the Police Commissioner of Bombay, who has been
accused by our MPs of partisanship for the Shiva Sena, banned
all public meetings thereby preventing the workers from un-
masking the misdeeds of these anti-social elements. It is
thus that fascism is legally nourished and reared to crush the
working class.

val. XII-1
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Pretending to defend the interests of the Ma.lharashtrians
and fight against alteged discriminatior‘\ against t em.m
employment opportunities, appealing especially to the growing
number of unemployed in the labour market of Bombay, the
Shiva Sena rouses the worst chauvinistic feelings, concen-
trates its fire on the workers from other States, especially
Kerala and Tamilnad who, driven from land, try to seek jobs
in the great city of Bombay. While its leaders have a good
word for the capitalists, they rouse nothing but hatred for
the workers from the South whom they present as bread-
snatchers and job-snatchers. The poorer sections, those who
live in slums, are attacked, their huts are burnt and some-
times the hotel owners and salaried employees from the South
are also robbed and belaboured. Every meeting of the Sena
is followed by the looting of a few South Indian shops or
hotels. The Shiva Sena is not against big non-Maharashtrian
capitalists, it only fights the small non-Maharashtrian hotel-
keepers, traders, hawkers and, above all, workers.

The aim is clear—to divide the toilers so that the big capi-
talists can remain in peace. The attack against the workers
from the South comes in because they form a considerable
part of the working class, a part which is also politically
conscious and advanced. They oppose the Congress and large
sections support our Party. The avowed aim of the organiza-
tion is to chase away the workers from the South and 'make
Mabharashtra a foreign territory to them. It is this organization
which is planfully disrupting national unity, bringing. about
open disintegration of the nation, that is patronized by Chief
Minister Naik and the Maharashtra Congress bosses.

It is under their protection that this open goondaism in
Bombay is moving ahead unmindful of the police and the
law and order. Chavan who babbles about law and demo-
cracy whenever he wants to crush the democratic movement,
has not moved an inch to curb this serious menace to Indian
unity and democracy. He himself was closely connected with
the leader of the movement and has done nothing except
verbal protests to repudiate his connections.
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The nauseatmg hypocrisy of the Congress rulers stands
c8mpletely revealed by the Shiva Sena episode. In West Bengal,
they raised a hue and cry about the breakdown of law and
order just because the common man started asserting his
rights, because the workers resorted to gheraos and the police
wege askeq not to intervene in the legitimate struggles of the
workers and peasants. They raised hell and brought about
the illegal dismissal of the popular Ministry, in the name of
law and order. In Bombay it is the working class that is
attacked, workers from the South that are mercilessly
belaboured in the presence of the police, with the conniv-
ance of highest police officials and the Ministry, but law and
order is supposed to reign supreme.

What is the interest of the Congress leaders in promoting
"and encouraging the Shiva Sena? The latter is a handy weapon
of disrupting the common unity of Bombay’s working class
—the multilingual working class which hails from all parts
of India. Above all, the Shiva Sena champions anti-Commun-
ism which is the plank of the top Congress leaders. Recently
Thackeray wrote, “Only Communists oppose Shiva Sena,

, the hopes and aspirations of the Marathi people. To
speak frankly, every South Indian is a Communist... it is not
a question of mere competition in employment and other
, economic fields. It is a question of Communist conspiracy
"to enslave the residents of various regions. The secret
machinations to replace Indian democratic socialism by
Communism are avidly supported by the newspapers and
jourgals edited by South Indians and other fellow-travel-
lers.”

It will be thus seen that the anti-South feeling is being
roused only to attack the working class, to attack the
Communist movement and it will be wrong to regard the
Shiva Sena as a purely parochial and chauvinistic move-
ment. Its import is much deeper. It reminds one of the
familiar international experience of the use of fascism when
toilers were set against each other and a minority was made
the scapegoat to crush the revolutionary movement.
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It is well known how Hitler roused anti-semitic feelings
to divide the working class and sidetrack the workers from
the main class struggle. No wonder that public leaders in
Bombay have openly charged the movement as being in-
spired by CIA money and stated that a number of police
officials are also in its pay. It should be further remembered
that a few years ago there was a spate of American scholars
in Indian Universities making study of social tensions in
India. Eruptions like the Shiva Sena are the fruits of this
American scholarly effort.

The attack on the Girni Kamgar Union unmasks the real
anti-working class role of the Shiva Sena. The Union has a
long tradition of militant trade union struggles. It continues to
sway the loyalty of a large number of textile workers despite
the machinations and conspiracies of the Congress agents.
During its forty years of existence, it has been attacked by the
British and Congress rulers alike. By raiding its office, the
Shiva Sena has revealed itself as the instrument of big capital,
of the capitalists against the workers. Its hypocritical preten-
sion to defend the interests of the Marathi people stands ex-
posed; it only defends the interests of Bombay’s big capital.

It is this organization that the Congress used in its un-
scrupulous election fight against Sri V. K. Krishna Menon.
The Congress made full use of its chauvinistic appeal. Chavan
did not utter a word against it. The Congress bosses allowed
the Sena volunteers to spread terror during the elections in
some slum localities inhabited by the poorer sections of
workers. And now following the Congress, the Praja Sacial-
ist Party has entered into an unholy alliance with it for the
coming Corporation elections. The Praja Socialist leaders
who incessantly talk about the country’s unity, integration
and moral values, are not ashamed to join hands with those
who regard the workers from the South as their enemies and
who do not shirk from fratricidal attacks on them. But then
for the Praja Socialist leaders in Bombay nothing is higher
than anti-Communism—to which they are prepared to sub-
ordinate every principle and every moral value.
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The Congress, the Swatantra, the Praja Socialists—all
ame belfind the Shiva Sena in its anti-working class activ-
" ities. It is one more instrument forged by the ruling classes
to stem the tide of the democratic movement.
sThe situation brooks no delay. The menace grows every-
day. It is a menace which the working class of Bombay has
to r'neet‘ unitedly. Any wavering, any vacillations here will
mean the betrayal of the working class, of democracy and
Socialism, of national and class unity. Notwithstanding the
open patronage of the Congress, and the police, notwith-
standing the boost given to Shiva Sena by the Big Business
Press, the militant working class of Bombay can easily de-
feat and rout the working class-baiters if it stands united, if
all its organizations come together and present a common
*ftont to the enemy. The Praja Socialist Party has already
betrayed the working class. But all the unions affiliated to
the AITUC, the Hind Mazdoor Panchayat and independent
unions can form a formidable front and easily rout the gang-
ster Sena. Let all sections of workers, from the South, North,
from Mabharashtra stand solidly together; let them unfurl the
banner®of proletarian unity in face of the planned disruption
of their class.
At the same time it is the duty of the working class in
other parts to help this great fight in the common class
*interest. In the first place, they must see that Shiva Sena
barbarities in Bombay are not exploited to disturb the class
solidarjty elsewhere. They must expose the whole anti-working
class conspiracy, denounce the Congress and the reactionar-
ies and express their firm solidarity and support to the working
class of Bombay in its fight against the fascist enemy. Lin-
guistic riots, Shiva Sena activities, anti-Muslim riots—these
will be the constant weapon of a bankrupt ruling class. The
working class can march to victory only by defeating them
every time they are used. Its great weapon is the unbreakable
unity and solidarity of the millions who are exploited by the
capitalists—the sense of proletarian brotherhood. All the fascist
conspiracies must crumble into dust before this mighty weapon.



2

On People’s Struggle
in Defence of Democracy*

Resolution of the Secretariat, West Bengal State
Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist)

I

The second phase of the heroic struggle of the people of
West Bengal for defence of democracy has concluded suc-
cessfully. The people responded magnificently to the call of
the U.F. for organized civil disobedience and defiance of the-
puppet Ghosh ministry. The significance of the people s re-
sponse should be understood in the coniext of the reign of
terror let loose by the police. Being isolated from the people,
the illegal ministry resorted to unheard of repression—fir-
ings, beatings, lathi-charges, brutal tortures in police cus-
tody and shameless violation of the sanctity of educutional
institutions.

After being illegally placed in the ministerial gaddy, the
puppet clique of traitors have murdered 14 people, wounded
about one thousand and arrested about 23,000 people ¢5,000
in the first phase and 17,000 in the second phase). All avenues
of expressing democratic protests have been closed by whim-
sical imposition of Section 144, curfew, etc. A virtualnpolice
raj has been established. The people never faced such attacks,
particularly such brutal tortures in police custody in the last
20 years. The blood-thirsty criminals thought that by creating
terror they would be able to keep the people subdued and thus
compel them to meekly surrender to their black conspiracy.
But the people frustrated their designs by heroic resistance.
The significant thing to be noted is that apart from the twelve
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thousand volunteers who courted arrest during the second phase
oé the movement, hundreds of thousands of people daily ac-
companied the volunteers and actively participated in the
movement braving brutal police attacks.

»The programme of civil disobedience did not turn out to
be a tame affair with garlands as in the past, but became an
efféctive weapon of determined mass struggle. The people’s
resistance and three general strikes-hartals in the first phase
and civil disobedience in the second phase have heightened
the consciousness and enhanced the fighting capacity of the
people. The Secretariat of the West Bengal State Committee
of the CPI(Marxist) warmly congratulates the people, par-
ticularly the students, for their consciousness and resis-
tance to the reactionary attack. We are proud that our Party
has played its due role in the struggle.

11

Apart from the people of Calcutta who have always remained
in the forefront, the people of all districts have taken active
part in the struggle. It should, however, be noted that in the
secunt phase of the movement, the North Bengal districts,
which were supposed in the past to be weak in democratic
struggles, have been drawn in the vortex of the movement
and conducted a powerful struggle. Compared to them, the
movement in some of the districts and areas of Central Bengal
has not been as strong as it should have been. The demo-
cratic forces in general and our Party in particular should
take note of this fact. The people of these districts and areas
are’equally, if not more, militant, but they were not properly
organized. We should understand that any weakness in orga-
nizing people’s resistance will help the treacherous ruling
clique to create panic among the people and thus weaken
their own struggle for class demands against the onslaught
of the vested interests and goonda attacks.

Secondly, the peasants being very busy in harvesting, could
not take active part in the movement in sufficient number
except in the struggle for defence of their crop in some
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districts, particularly in 24-Parganas and Malda. But the sweep
of the struggle cannot be made irresistible unless the peag-
ants who constitute the majority of the people are made
conscious and drawn actively in the struggle for democracy.

All these lags and weaknesses are to be overcome before

the third phase of the struggle begins.

111

The struggle of the people, though not yet successful in
defeating the main attack of the conspirators, have however
isolated them further and have frustrated some of their evil
designs meant to confuse the people. While butchering par-
liamentary democracy, they tried desperately to still put on
a Constitutional garb to legalize their illegal and unconsti-
tutional actions. They tried to solve the constitutional crisis
and get support from a perverted Assembly for their nefari-
ous actions by circumventing the Speaker’s correct ruling
through a mischievous interpretation of the Constitution. They
have so far failed. The heroic struggles of the people have
nakedly exposed the real character of the conspirators as
enemies of the people. It has proved that no dirty trick will
be able to confuse the people.

The people demand not only dismissal of the puppet min-
istry, removal of the Governor, full restoration of democratic
rights, but also the dissolution of the Assembly and a mid-
term election. With the betrayal of some self-seeking despi-
cable members, the present Assembly has become a negation
of Assembly elected by the people. It does no longer reflect
the opinion of the people. Not a vote in the present Assemboly,
but a mid-term election can only express the will of the people.
We are sure that it will inmensely strengthen the democratic
forces. The people’s movements have made all these demands
so powerful that even a reactionary communal party like Jana
Sangh could not but support mid-term election.

Secondly, the struggle of the people of West Bengal has
helped the people of other States to beware of the danger to
democracy and to build a strong all-India democratic
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movement. Thirdly, the conspirators made our Party the main
target 8f their attack and tried their utmost to isolate us
from others in order to weaken the struggle for democracy.
The dirty trick of placing some bombs here and there and of
dragging the name of our Party as well as of China is aimed
at preparing the ground for intensified attack on us. But the
popular movement has defeated their nasty game to isolate
us. The unity of the democratic forces has become stronger.
Fourthly, with the attack on U.F. Ministry a simultaneous
attack was launched on the peasants by jotedars and police.
But the struggle for democracy, by its heroic example, helped
the peasants to resist the offensive and protect their harvest
to a great extent.
All these have strengthened the confidence of the people
*4nd have created a basis for a bigger phase of the struggle.

v

The attack on the U.F. Ministry was not a simple attack. In
the context of the deepening economic and political crisis in
the country and faced with growing class battles of the people
which swas helped to grow by the existence of the U.F. Ministry,
the ruling vested interests encouraged by American imperi-
alism have launched this attack. It is the first shot to estab-
lish a police raj in the country step by step. It means more
* burdens on and more exploitation of the workers, peasants,
and toiling people and more repression on their legitimate
demogratic struggle. Parliamentary democracy is under at-
tack. In spite of its basic limitation as being essentially a
form of bourgeois class rule and as such unable to bring
about fundamental changes in society, it has become a dan-
ger to the reactionary ruling classes, because it was helping
the people to advance their class struggles.
In such a situation, the struggle for democracy has assumed
a serious revolutionary significance for our country and as
such should be looked upon as a bitter long drawn mass struggle.
Any conception of a short, swift and easy struggle will be an
illusion. Such a struggle cannot be conducted relying on
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spontaneity. Serious political and organizational preparations
that can face police brutalities are necessary.

Ways will have to be found so that all sections of the
people can join the struggle. But the struggle should not be
kept limited to a general form only. As a part of this struggle,
the class struggles of workers, peasants and toiling people
are to be intensified. The sweep of the struggle will” be
enhanced by integrating the struggles of different classes for
their sectional demands with the general struggle for de-
fence of democracy.

The reactionary conspirators have attacked democracy in
the class interest of ruling classes. The people are to reply
by a powerful struggle for democracy and intensification of

class struggles.

\%

The puppet clique of agents has not only instituted a reign
of terror, but has also taken steps to help the big capitalists,
jotedars and hoarders to launch attacks on the people and
has assured them of police help at their beck and call.
The capitalists are shifting the burden of economic®reces-
sion on the shoulders of the workers. Taking advantage of
the new situation many employers are even refusing to imple-
ment the old agreements that gave some concessions to the
workers. Workers in many factories are being retrenched. In
the name of opening locked-out factories thousands of workers
are being discharged. Automation which inevitably leads to
serious curtailment of employment opportunities is being
supported by the illegal ministry and police help giveh to
install the machines. Trade union rights are being attacked.
Hence the workers are called upon to wage a determined
struggle against automation, retrenchment, violation of agree-
ment, attack on T.U. rights and for opening of closed facto-
ries without any dismissal, for adequate DA and other de-
mands. The RSS* has already given a call for building up a
powerful movement and preparing for a general strike.

*‘Rashtreya Sangram Samity’
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The toiling peasants are also under attack. At present seri-
ofis attmpts are being made to deprive poor peasants of the
crop that they produced. After harvest there is the inevitable
danger of widespread eviction offensive not only against
bargadars, but also against cultivators of Government vested
lands. The Land Reform Advisory Committees have been
disbanded.making the bureaucracy all-in-all. The draft ordi-
nance conferring proprietory rights on homestead land to poor
peasants and agricultural labourers has up till now been kept
in the cold storage by the Central Congress Government. The
proposed land reform amending legislation providing for,
among other things, a ceiling on family-holding with no ex-
emptions, a rent-free holding up to three acres, a ban on evic-
tions subject to the right of small owners for self-cultivation,
is in danger of being sabotaged. The legitimate movement of
agricultural labourers is being attacked. A serious food crisis
is developing which will hit the rural poor most. Hence the
peasantry is called upon to organize and intensify their struggle
for crop, land, right in homestead land, against eviction, against
debt burdens, for comprehensive amendment of land reform
laws 4nd for food, fair wages, etc.

The students who are acting as the torchbearers of free-
dom and democracy have particularly been the target of se-
vere police attack. The safety and sanctity of educational
institutions have been imperilled. The students are already
in the forefront of the struggle and they are called upon to
maintain this glorious position. The teachers, too, are mov-
ing into action.

The traitor ministry has already taken measures which will
create a serious food crisis in the coming days in a year of
good harvest in the interest of jotedars and hoarders. The
U.F. Ministry decided, as a part of its new food policy, to
increase the weekly ration to 2,000 grammes from January 1,
1968, which the puppet ministry also promised. But instead
of implementing that, they have increased the price of ra-
tioned articles. Prevention of a serious food crisis depends to
a great extent on the procurement of surplus stocks of large
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owners just after harvest and on prevention of hoarding. But
the agents of jotedars have already practically sabotaged tlie
procurement policy. Only a meagre quantity has been pro-
cured up till now and there is little possibility of procuring
anything near the reduced target. Instead of employing ¢the
whole state machinery against jotedars for procurement, they
have employed them to beat down the people. Hence a séri-
ous food crisis is being artificially created, and that too in a
good crop year. The people are called upon to resist this pro-
hoarder policy of sabotaging procurement and save West Bengal
from a catastrophe. Subsequently they shall have to conduct
a bitter struggle against hoarding and for food.

The people are attacked from all sides. Such attacks have
not only highlighted the importance of the struggle for de-
mocracy, but have also created the possibility of a much
broader and stronger struggle drawing in all sections of the
people in the common movement and integrating the sec-
tional struggles with it. The sectional demands and sectional
class battles have become closely linked with the general
struggle for democracy. By intensifying these class struggles,
the general struggle for democracy shall be strengtnened.
The struggles of workers, poor peasants and agricultural
labourers have got special importance in the context.

VI

The third phase of the struggle should naturally be a struggle
of much longer duration and of greater intensity. The whole
movement should be inspired with the understanding that
the reactionary conspiracy and attack shall have to be de-
feated. The puppet traitor ministry has got no right to exist.
It has to be defied. Its functioning will have to be rendered
ineffective. It has got no right to collect anything from the
people—workers, peasants, students, teachers, employees
including Government employees, writers, artists and all
democratic-minded people—are requested to help this great
struggle in all possible ways.

The third phase is likely to begin from some time in the
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3rd or 4th week of January (fixed later as January 26—Ed.)
arld the intervening period should be utilized to prepare for
the struggle. The programme and form of the struggle are
conditioned by the consciousness and organization of the
pedple. In our opinion they should be on the following lines:

(a) The, vitality of the programme of civil disobedience
and breaking of laws has been proved in the last phase. Such
militant form of movement should be intensified and spread
to wider areas in the third phase. The harvest being over, it
will be possible for a large number of rural volunteers also
to participate in the movement. Breaking of Section 144,
mass demonstrations and gheraos of Government offices at
different levels should be organized.

(b) Coordinated struggles of workers and peasants on the

"demands enumerated above should be intensified. Over and
above these struggles on specific demands, strikes and hartals
on State-wide and local plane may have to be organized as
and when necessary to protest against brutal repression. Further,
utmnst efforts should be made to create an atmosphere for
enabling the U.F. to give a call for Statewide no-rent, no-
tax, no-loan payment campaign. These shouid not be looked
upon as mere economic demands. This is a part of the po-
litical struggle against the illegal ministry and for defence
of democracy. A high degree of political consciousness is of
course necessary for such campaign to be successful.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) calls upon all sec-
tions af the people to prepare themselves for this bigger phase
of the struggle and appeals to them to enrol themselves in thou-
sands as volunteers. The people shall of course try their utmost
to conduct the struggle peacefully and to avoid being provoked.
At the same time, the Party warns the illegal ministry that they
and their police shall have to bear the responsibility for any
consequences of their brutal attacks on the peaceful movement.

VII

The success of the struggle depends to a great extent on the
unity of the democratic forces. The reactionaries will try
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their utmost to disrupt this unity by various intrigues. They
may resort to vile anti-Communist slanders and even wkip
up anti-China chauvinist campaign to weaken the movement.
The Communist Party is glad to note that such vile tactics
have failed to weaken the unity. On the other hand, this
unity as embodied in the U.F. has been further strengthened
through participation in the common struggle. We are sure
that this unity in struggle will be further strengthened and
we on our part pledge to do all for it.

The struggles have to be conducted in face of brutal police
attacks. As such, serious political and organizational prepa-
rations are essential without any loss of time. Conventions,
meetings, squads, postering, etc., on a wide scale should be
organized. United committees composed of different parties
of the U.F., mass organizations, and sections of people par-
ticipating in the movement should be formed at different
levels as well as people’s committees at the lowest level.
For working class areas, local branches of the RSS should
also be formed.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) being the big-
gest party in the U.F. and foremost organizer of mass struggles,
has the greatest responsibility in the coming phase of the
struggle. The Party urges upon all its units and workers to
prove equal to the task. It is true that our Party is the main
target of attack and the reactionary ruling circles wiant to
crush our Party. It is also true that the hand of repression
will fall heavily on us. For that reason the whole Party has
got to be alert and vigilant. Proper steps are to be taken to
make necessary organizational preparations so that continu-
ity of organization and movement can be maintained. But
we must be in the thick of the struggle. No repression can
crush our Party if we remain with the people. On the other
hand, the Party shall emerge stronger through the fire of
struggle by purging itself of all weaknesses. We must mo-
bilize our forces to defend the Party and the movement from
goonda attacks. Let us all rise to the occasion.



On the Demand for
Mid-Term Poll in West Bengal

Editorial of “People’s Democracy” of February 25, 1968

The people of West Bengal and the United Front which led
their struggle have scored their first big victory. The Ghosh

" Ministry, composed of traitors and Congress plotters, has
been forced to resign, under the threat of dismissal. The
President has taken over the administration and the disgust-
ing farce of a minority Ministry has ended.

The traitors, who spilled the blood of the martyrs, who
inflicted inhuman tortures on young men and students in
police lock-up, who permitted the police to enter the educa-
tional institutions and beat up professors and students alike,
who jailed thousands of citizens, arrested hundreds under
the Preventive Detention Act and made West Bengal into a

,virtual prison, have been forced out of office.

Long before the Presidential proclamation was issued from
New Delhi on Tuesday, the people of West Bengal declared
the Ministry to be non-existent. They had refused to obey its
laws,and demanded its dissolution. It is the hammer-blows
of their movement, the courage and sacrifice of innumerable
men and women, especially the students and the martyrdom
of heroes who fell fighting, that brought about the collapse
in disgrace of the traitor Ministry. The Central Government
and the President were compelled to act as the unwilling
instrument of popular will in disbanding the Ministry— their
own illegitimate child. The same Chavan who sung the
praises of the Ghosh Ministry when he installed it, who
certified to its legality and its majority support had to sing
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a different tune within three months and repudiate his own
creation. )

Let there be no doubt, the change was brought about not
because a few defectors from the Congress went against the
Ministry. This became only an excuse to recognize the real-
ity that the Ministry could not function in face of the oppo-
sition from the people, that its continued existence could
only lead to more and more indignation among the people.
If there had been no popular movement, the defectors could
have been managed, new opportunist combinations could
have been installed and the farce of a majority Ministry
could have been carricd on. But the solid strength of the
United Front in the legislature and the mass popular move-
ment barred such a solution. The balance of forces among
the people, in the legislature, had gone against the Con-
gress; no Ministry could hope to survive without the support
of the United Front.

This was the situation which the Congress and the Cen-
tral Government were trying to conceal by creating a fake
majority inside the Assembly, by purchasing and hiring MLAs
wholesale and retail.

The disbanding of the Ministry under popular mass pres-
sure is a rebuff to the West Bengal Governor who illegally
dismissed the United Front Ministry at the dictates of the
Centre; it 1s a rebuff to the Central Government and Chavan
who attempted to impose their own arbitrary will on the people
of West Bengal and suppress democracy and the rights of the
people; it is a defeat for the West Bengal and all-India Con-
gress leadership who secretly plotted and exploited their
position in the Government to satisfy their mad lust for power
and to prevent the United Front Ministry from giving relief
to the people at the expense of their masters—the capitalists
and landlords; it is further a rebuff to the capitalists and
landlords of West Bengal who thought that they could sup-
press the popular forces with the aid of the Congress.

Mr. Chavan in his statement to the Lok Sabha has
attempted to throw the whole blame for the failure of the
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constitutional machinery on the United Front parties— es-
pcially our Party. Throwing to winds the accepted norms of
parliamentary behaviour, he attacked the conduct of the
Speaker. But neither Mr. Chavan nor the Governor could
coaceal the fact that the Ministry had lost its majority, that
it was a minority Ministry— a contention which the United
Front apd our Party have been making since its installation.

Thus the propaganda of the Home Minister that the United
Front Ministry was dismissed to give effect to the will of
the majority in the Assembly has collapsed and Chavan and
Co. have revealed themselves to be purveyors of falsehoods
and lies to subvert democracy.

It is not surprising that Chavan should attack the Speaker
of the West Bengal Assembly whose courageous and prin-
cipled stand upset all the secret plans of the hired constitu-
tional experts of the Congress. His fight on behalf of the
people and the authority of the legislature helped and accel-
erated the struggle outside, completely exposing and un-
masking the design of the Central Government. Chavan further
felt frustrated because the nefarious plan of removing the
Speakdr by amending the rules of the legislature proved
abortive. He knew that even if the plan was put through and
a session of the Assembly were called, the House by a majority
would vote confidence in the Speaker. That would have exposed

*Chavin and Co. still further. In face of this situation, Chavan
contented himself with attacking the Speaker but dared not
approach the Assembly to disown him.

And Chavan’s anger against our Party can be easily un-
derstood. At each and every turn our Party, with its close
contact with the people, with its determination to protect the
solidarity of the United Front, frustrated all the machina-
tions of the Congress and has been in the forefront of the
people’s battle against the Ministry and the capitalist-
landlord clique. It has played a determined role both inside
and outside the Assembly and above all defeated every at-
tempt of the Congress to undermine the solidarity of the
United Front. Like Chavan, revisionist leaders like Dange

Vol. XI1-2
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also attacked our Party, but the people treated such attacks
with the contempt they deserved. ' -

It is futile for Chavan and P. C. Ghosh to charge us with
obstructionist tactics. It was Chavan and the Central Gov-
ernment that were undermining democracy by making ‘the
Ministers dependent on the sweet will of the Governor; by
allowing the latter to usurp the sovereign rights of .the leg-
islature. A fight carried on to assert the supremacy of the
legislature against the autocracy of the Governor can by no
stretch of imagination be described as anti-democratic or
obstructionist.

The Ghosh Ministry had to resign. The President has taken
over the administration and dissolved the Assembly. The
disbandment of the Ministry is a great victory for the United
Front and the people. But they cannot be satisfied with a
prolonged imposition of President’s rule and dissolution of
the Assembly. The Ghosh Ministry, it seems, has recom-
mended President’s rule at least for one year. It is easy to
see that the gang of Atulya Ghosh and P. C. Ghosh and P. C.
Sen who glibly talked of facing the electorate when elec-
tions were not in the offing, have got cold feet and seek to
postpone any appeal to the people. They know that they will
be thrown out by the people on the scrapheap and there will
be an utter rout of the Congress in the next electoral battle.

The New Delhi rulers are also working on the samc lines
of avoiding an appeal to the people. They know the fate that
awaits the Congress party and its allies in a mid-term elec-
tion. They are aware, besides, of the perpetual quarrels and
bickerings among Congress leaders depriving the Congress
of the minimum capacity to face the elections as a serious
political party. The strength of the defectors, the open pa-
tronage extended to them by the Prime Minister, the hidden
dissidents who number many, the revolt against Atulya Ghosh’s
unscrupulous regime— all these contribute to a rapid disin-
tegration of the Congress and the Central leadership will not
easily accept a mid-term poll in the immediate future. It
would like to run the show for three years—for the full
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constltutlonal limit before giving the people of West Bengal
a‘chance to choose their Ministry.

President’s rule will only mean Congress rule from Delhi
instead of from Calcutta. If it is allowed to continue it for
a prolonged period, it will mean complete stifling of the
peqple, of.the sovereignty of the legislature to suit the in-
terests of the Congress and the capitalist-landlord clique. It
will mean a deliberate attempt to keep the United Front
from returning to ministerial positions, it will be a continu-
ation of the dismissal of the United Front Ministry. It will
mean unrestricted bureaucratic rule over the people. There-
fore, the battle for immediate mid-term election must be
carried on. The United Front and the people must demand
that following the disbanding of the Ghosh Ministry a date
must be set for mid-term elections, and the sovereign right
of the people to have a Ministry and legislature of their own
choice must be enforced. Without this, Presidential take-
over will be a crude trick to deceive the people.

Thousands have been arrested and are being prosecuted
or kept in jails under the Preventive Detention Act for hav-
ing demanded the dismissal of P. C. Ghosh. Now that the
Congress rulers have had to accept this demand, not a mo-
ment should be lost in getting the release of the arrested
persons, withdrawal of the prosec»uons and llftmg of all
"curbs*on civil liberties. —

We congratulate the people of Wgét /éen al on Tfleir/ suc-
cess in. compelling the disbandment of the Ghosh Ministry.
We cpngratulate the United Front, all the parties comprising
it and the Speaker of the Assembly on their success in defeat-
ing all the constitutional tricks of the Central Government and
forcing it to secure the resignation of the Ghosh Ministry.

But the real victory will come when the opponents of
democracy are forced to face the people in a straight elec-
tion and when the popular parties return to the legislature to
carry the behests of the people. All must bend their efforts
to this final victory—the victory of people’s sovereignty
over Governor’s autocracy.
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The Polit Bureau of CPI(M)
Protests against Attacks
on Party Leaders in Tripura*

The Polit Bureau of the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) protests against the arrests of
twenty-nine of its Party members and leaders in Tripura
including a member of the Party’s Central Committee, Dasaratn
Deb, former member of Parliament Biren Dutta and Secre-
tary of the Tripura State Committee of the Party, Nripen
Chakrabarti. These arrests by the Congress Government under
the West Bengal Security Act constitute an outrageous attack
on the freedom of the Party to function and of the funda-
mental right to organize and defend the interests of the common
man. It is clear that though the Emergency has been for-
mally lifted, the Congress authorities in Tripura are deter-
mined to negate every democratic right by the use of the
executive powers at their disposal. In Parliament, \Home
Minister Chavan goes on assuring that he will fight political
parties by political means while in the States the Congress
Governments use the repressive machinery to silence the
voice of protest. ’

In Tripura, the Congress Government, instead of collect-
ing levy from the big jotedars and landlords is forcibly col-
lecting levy from the small and poor landholders. Our Party,
along with the Kisan Sabha and tribal organizations, has been
leading the mass resistance to this anti-people policy of the
Congress Government. Hence the present attack on our Party.

*Published in “PeoPLE’s DEMOCRACY”, Calcutta, February 25, 1968. This is
connected with Item No. 7 and Item No. 9 of this Volume.



The Polit Bureau of CPI(M) Protests 21

For long our Party in Tripura has been defending the just
rights of the unfortunate tribals who stand in the danger of
being uprooted from the soil. They formed fifty per cent of
the population twenty years back; now with influx of unfor-
turtate refugees from East Pakistan, they are hardly twenty
per cent of the total population. Instead of solving the prob-
lems created by this influx on the basis of unity and justice,
the Congress administration has been inciting the newcom-
ers against the tribals. The latter have been evicted on a
large scale, they are prevented from engaging in traditional
zum cultivation; thus a serious problem has been created
leading to tension and incitement in this border area. Our
Party fought this unjust policy, stood for justice to the tribals
and amity between them and the refugees. This is a great

*crime in the eyes of the Congress Ministry which has now
unleashed its full attack against us.

We call upon all people to force the Government to stop
the repression and release of our comrades. We further ask
all democratic forces to protest against the strangulation of
the tribals and the forcible collection of levy from the small
and pdor landholders in Tripura. We appeal to all members
of Parliament to take up this question and stay the hands of
the Congress and save the unfortunate tribals, otherwise the
seeds of disintegration will be sown in Tripura.
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The Kutch Award*
Editorial of “People’s Democracy”, March 3, 1968

The Kutch Award is being seized by chauvinistic elements
to play a reactionary game. Finding that the Congress Gov-
ernment can be easily assailed on this issue by rousing national
feelings, the Jana Sangh is posing as the champion of nas
tional integrity and demanding a repudiation of the Tribunal’s
verdict.

It is unfortunate that the SSP and the PSP are also taking
up the same position. The Gujarat unit of the Revisionist
party has also given a call for Scrap Award Day and decided
to organize protest demonstrations. This chauvinistic scutlook
which attaches no importance to the need of friendship and
amity between the peoples of India and Pakistan, which is
prepared to foster enmity between the two peoples to gain a
momentary advantage against a discredited Government, does
not represent the abiding interests of the nation, but actually
plays the game of the imperialists who seek a permanent
breach between the two peoples and the two countries.

Any party which considers the Award out of the cofitext
of Indo-Pakistani relations, of the necessity of amity be-
tween the two peoples, is guilty of irresponsibility, and betrayal
of national trust. There have been two wars only a couple of
years back— one of which was a full-fledged war with

*This is related to adjustment of areas in the Rann of Kutch in Gujarat state
of India bordering Pakistan.

The “Jana Sangh’ mentioned here subsequently became ‘Bharatiya Janata
Party’.
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casualties running into thousands. It has given a heavy blow
te India distorting its economic development. Only the im-
perialists benefited from it. Those who ignore these lessons
are playing the game of the imperialist powers.

.It is, however, correct to condemn the Government for
referring the issue to an outside authority. Our Party has
always, held that the best way of settling border and other
disputes is direct negotiations between the two parties—
negotiations based on the spirit of give and take.

Reference of any dispute to an international tribunal brings
into play the interests of the imperialist powers which de-
mand perpetuation and intensification of the disputes and
not their final settlement. But arbitration and war can be
avoided if the parties concerned are prepared to settle in a
*spirit of give and take, not if either party insists that its
claims must be accepted hundred per cent. Many of those
who condemn the Award do not recognize the necessity of
give and take; for them the only way is a military settle-
ment, assertion of India’s claim hundred percent by force of
arms. This is really the position of the Jana Sangh; and the
SSP’¢ demand for repudiation also amounts to that.

The Award of the Tribunal on the Kutch dispute gives
certain areas under the possession of India to Pakistan. The
majority of the Judges consider that Pakistan has established
her elaims to these areas which form ten per cent of her
total claim. The Award rejects the rest of her claims and
considers them as exaggerated and not proved.

The Judges also reject India’s right to the entire area and
her®argument that Pakistan had no claim whatsoever on any
part of the Rann of Kutch. Out of the disputed area of 3000
square miles they have awarded 300 square miles to Pakistan
and thereby declared that India’s claims were also exaggerated.

The decision to refer the Kutch dispute to a tribunal was
taken in the wake of the India-Pakistan conflict in Kutch in
1965. It was under the direct pressure of the British Prime
Minister Harold Wilson that Shastri, India’s Prime Minister
and his Government which had among its Cabinet ministers,
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Chavan, Swaran Singh and Indira Gandhi, agreed to the
proposal.

In explaining it the Prime Minister had stated that the
business of the tribunal would be only demarcation of the
boundaries and not their determination. This, of course, was
just double talk— because here was a war which was being
fought with tanks, aeroplanes and guns— not just for setting
a few boundary posts, but because there was a dispute re-
garding where the boundary lay.

The Government of India now finds itself in a compro-
mising and unenviable situation. All these years both in re-
lation to China and Pakistan, it had taken the chauvinistic
position that not an inch of what it considered to be Indian
soil will ever be surrendered. In any border dispute India’s
claims must be accepted hundred per cent before negotia-
tions could start. With catch phrases like ‘vacate aggression
first’ the Congress Government did its best to key up na-
tional sentiment. The process was started by no less a per-
son than Jawaharlal Nehru who on one occasion openly
proclaimed the community of outlook obtaining between the
Congress, the Jana Sangh, Swatantra and all other parties,
while attacking the Communist Party. The Jana Sangh and
other extreme chauvinistic elements took advantage of this
position and soon Nehru himself became a prisoner of the
reactionaries. Everytime he attempted to take a negotiating
posture towards settling the border dispute with China, he
was attacked from inside his party and from outside. It is
well known that he was willing to settle with the Chinese
Premier when the latter visited India in 1960 but internal
pressure based on the same chauvinistic outlook prevented
him with disastrous results for India.

The Congress leaders continued this policy of raising blind
chauvinism, trying to outbid the most rabid elements like
the Jana Sangh on this issue, while at the same time profess-
ing to solve all disputes peacefully and amicably. They have
gone on assuring the people that they were not a whit be-
hind these parties in asserting India’s claims.
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In relation to the Kutch dispute also the Government went
orf giving assurances, making the people feel that the ver-
dict would be entirely in India’s favour, that it would be
only concerned with demarcation; that it would not involve
any cession of territory and that if it did go against India the
Govemment would not accept it.

Not ance during these intervening years did it try to educate
the public telling them that in border disputes peaceful settle-
ment can be based only on a policy of give and take, that
whatever our own maps or evidence or claims might say, the
other parties have also something to say. Not once was the
voice of reason allowed to penetrate to the people.

Our Party always stood for peaceful and friendly rela-
tions with Pakistan and China and an amicable settlement of
*disputes. We have stuck to this stand despite all the calum-
nies directed against us by the Congress crowd and the pro-
paganda sallies of the Jana Sangh, Revisionists and others.
Rousing of chauvinistic hatred against Pakistan or China,
tension between the two countries only facilitate the game
of imperialism which wants the two countries either at the
throats’ of each other or in an unholy alliance against China.
The revolutionary movements in the two countries require
that the class Governments in both countries are deprived of
the weapon of India-Pakistan tension. Today the parties and
indivtduals who seek to whip up blind nationalistic fury on
the issue of the Award will be acting not in the interests of
the country but serving the aims of anti-national powers
who want to make Asians fight against Asians. The alterna-
tive to the acceptance of the Award is just another conflict
and nothing else—a conflict in which not one people, not
one country in the world can ever find itself supporting In-
dia. Only opportunists and confirmed opponents of national
integrity will join in this unscrupulous game of unleashing
tension between India and Pakistan.

We do not hold a brief for the Government or its policies.
What we are concerned with is the lessening of tension between
the two countries, removing the hotbeds of dissension. In
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this context, every agreement between the two countries which
does not jeopardize the democratic interests of the peoplesin
either country, which may involve adjustments of the rival
claims and gives a respite for easing the situation, is wel-
come as a step forward. It is quite true that so long as a
military dictatorship rules Pakistan, suppressing the toilers,
denying all democratic rights, ruthlessly repressing the pedple
of East Pakistan and torturing their leaders— peace and
friendship between the two countries cannot be stabilized. It
is equally true that so long as the capitalist-landlord rule
continues in India with its selfish class policies, suppression
of border nationalities and of the whole people—there will
not be a permanent basis for such friendship. Nonetheless
every effort has to be made to reduce areas of conflict and
find temporary solutions and agreements. This is absolutely-
essential in the interest of the nation, the country and the
people and the democratic movement in both the countries.

Our Party warns against all attempts to rouse chauvinis-
tic sentiments in connection with the Award. Reactionary
parties like the Jana Sangh require some such issue to side-
track attention from the main democratic and class®issues
that are rapidly emerging as a result of the recession. To
strengthen their influence and hold over the people they
utilized the language issue in Uttar Pradesh and anti-Urdu
agitation in Bihar, and the Kashmir issue in Meerut.«They °
were responsible for the communal riots and the attacks
against the Muslim minority. They now seek to use the Kutch
issue and pose as champions of national integrity. It is re-
grettable that the SSP is joining hands with them in‘this
anti-national game. All democrats and socialists must see
the danger and act. We are not concerned with the predica-
ment of a Government which has done its best to pamper
the worst prejudices in the name of nationalism. But we are
deeply concerned with the friendship between the two peoples
which is absolutely essential for their successful march to
People’s Democracy and Socialism.



On Gauhati Disturbances*

The State Committee of the Assam CPI(M)
issiied the following statement on January 26, 1968

The Assam State Committee of CPI(M), having reviewed
the disturbances of January 26 last at Gauhati and Bijoynagar,
notes with deep concern that the Congress and other reac-
-tionary forces had succeeded in involving the people into
yet one more internecine conflict, leading to arson, looting,
destruction of property and damage to a number of mills
and factories causing big loss.

While bigger establishments were, it seemed, aimed at,
smaller ones were also not spared and even shanties of
labourers were burnt down and small shops looted. A large
number of people have sustained loss and became panicky.
This orgy was preceded by pulling down of State flags even
from a police outpost. Signboards were also pulled down
and the rampage and orgy continued up to after night-fall,
though the military were called in by midday. Obviously,
there had been no resistance from the authorities concerned.

The local authorities and the police failed to discharge
their duty and remained spectators. The afflicted people asked
for help but were told not to ‘provoke’ their tormentors by
putting up resistance! The same police which never forget to
fly at people’s throat even in the most peaceful struggles of
the masses, who freely use lathis, even bullets against food
demonstration by students in the name of maintaining law
and order, remained completely inactive against these law-
breakers. This situation inevitably led to calling in of the

*Published in “PeorLE’s Democracy”, Calcutta, March 3, 1968
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military and imposition of curfew. The civic right of the
people was the first casualty and this suppression still con-
tinues. The police, which failed to curb the looters and in-
cendiaries, dealt with many innocent citizens with extreme
rudeness and in an insulting manner. -

This dangerous and disruptive development was not at all
unforeseen. The CPI(M) had repeatedly warned the people
that the Congress and other reactionary forces had been
conspiring to disrupt and divide the people, by organizing
fratricidal clashes and conflicts. The Party had warned that
the doubts and apprehensions in the minds of the people
about the proposals for reorganization of Assam, the grow-
ing unemployment and landlessness and consequent frustra-
tion and anger specially of the youth, were being sought to
be utilized by the Congress leaders to achieve their anti-*
people objective.

The last disturbance showed that this apprehension of the
Party was well founded. Unable to solve the acute problems
and crisis its own policies have begotten, ever-eager to sup-
press the popular mass struggles against the landlord-cap-
italist exploitation, the Congress Government delibtrately
planned to divert the anger of the masses, especially of the
youth, to the channel of internecine strife among the people.
The Committee regrets the fact that these elements succeeded
in entangling the youth especially a small section of stu- '
dents, in their snare of reactionary politics, by deceit and
demagogy.

The attempt made by the Assam Government to pass the
blame on to ‘outside agents’ and others dismally failed. Even
Home Minister Chavan could not accept it. Nothing except
the complicity of the ruling Congress party explains the
inactivity of the police and the administration on the 26th.

The Government not only knew well what was going on
for some months now in Assam, its leaders themselves cam-
paigned for opposition to the reorganization proposal in a
manner which nakedly helped to mobilize extremist chauvin-
ist elements for a showdown. They wanted to put pressure on
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the Centre at the cost of drowning their own State in internecine
conflict—such is their sense as the ruling party.

The poster campaign for “Independent Assam” against
“Indians” had been going on for a pretty long time. Hun-
dreds of leaflets, etc., were being distributed—some in the
name of the “Lachit Sena”. The Lachit Sena, which even
today is more of a ‘symbol’ than an actual organization,
daily grew as an “idea”. Everything pointed out to an out-
burst. The Congress leaders and others planned from be-
hind, so that its outcome, however harmful for the people,
might serve the purposes of their class.

The slogans and decisions of successive January demon-
strations organized by a student organization which is di-
rectly under the influence of the Congress, were too patent
and pointed to what was to follow; the activities of a “Re-
sistance Committee” led mainly by a group of local capital-
ists, were also too well known not to be ‘discovered’ by
Sri Chaliha’s investigators. But the Congress Government
pretended ignorance after the 26th and tried to look like an
innocent baby.

Besides, the spate of chauvinistic propaganda organized
by the Congress and others on the State reorganization is-
sue, there are other weighty factors at the root of this dis-
turbance. The inter-capitalist conflict no doubt played a part,
as the newly developing local investors wanted to fight for
a fair share against the entrenched ‘outsiders’, who are more
powerful being linked with the all-India monopolists. They,
therefore, sought to use the Assamese people’s urge for in-
dustrialization and anger of the youth against -unemploy-
ment, in order to have a bargaining counter. Once this counter
was obtained, there, of course, remained nothing to bar these
‘patriotic’ capitalist gentry from denouncing their innocent
and often unconscious supporters as anti-social elements.
etc., after January 26.

The Party holds that the Congress, along with other reac-
tionaries, can by no means evade the main responsibility for
what happened at Gauhati on January 26. It failed to solve
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the problems of the tribal people in the Hills, on the basis
of full autonomy and equality. The capitalist-landlord C8n-
gress can nowhere give up the greed for exploitation. Its
twenty-year-old monopoly rule in Assam has done immea-
surable harm to the cause of harmonious growth of “the
Assamese people and it has lost the trust of the tribal people
as a whole. ¢

Similarly, it could not achieve industrialization in twenty
long years, overcoming the hindrance put by their own
Congress rulers at New Delhi. The Central Congress Gov-
ernment, as it represents the big capitalists and monopolists,
are not at all interested in industrial development of back-
ward and far off regions like Assam, which they want to
exploit as markets and fields of investment. The Assam
Congress leaders did not fight this harmful monopolist policy
by utilizing the powerful legitimate means it has at its dis-
posal. Unlike some other States in a similar position, there
had been not even a mild revolt inside the Congress during
or after the last election.

The State Government it holds in Assam has been uti-
lized by it to gather big funds from these industrialists, big
traders and rich planters for its party’s elections, while trad-
ing with licence, permits and quota. It did not utilize these
means to create employment for local people. It never tried
with the power it has to ensure that these big ‘outsider’
industrialists, commercial interests and planters give due and
fair share of employment to people of the State. Further, the
Congress Government did its best to leave as much surplus
land as possible to the planters—mostly ‘outsiders’—and
has decided to evict two lakhs of local poor peasants from
fallow wasteland, as announced by its Revenue Minister
Sri M. N. Chowdhury.

In this context, it is easy to see that the tears the Con-
gress sheds today for unity of Assam and employment of
local people are hypocritical and dishonest. It is also clear
that it would never lead Assam’s battle against the monopo-
lists’ domination of Assam’s economy.
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Today, when all the failures have merged together and
produced a serious political and economic crisis for the
common people of Assam, whose suffering has grown with
every passing year, the Congress, both at the State and at the
Ceutre, is busy concealing its crime; it seeks to transfer the
blame on g¢thers, and divert the people’s struggle for em-
ployment, food, and fair price and industrial development to
extremely futile and harmful channels; Gauhati on January
26 is only one more instance of this anti-people policy.

The Party regretfully notes that the democratic and work-
ing class movement in Assam is yet too weak to wage struggles
against these capitalist policies and unite the toiling people.
This factor enabled the Congress to utilize the urge of the
toiling people and youth of Assam for a better life by dis-
torting their demands and drawing them into futile clashes.

The Party had condemned the outbreak of violence at
Gauhati on January 26. It expresses its deep sympathy for
its victims, and demands that steps be taken expeditiously
for their rehabilitation with compensation for loss suffered;
and for punishment of negligent officials and those who are
really responsible for the violence.

The Party appeals to all especially to the youth to realize
that the miseries they are enduring due to galloping unem-
ployment, high prices, industrial backwardness and the food
crisis'and landlessness—all are the results of the capitalist
path the Congress sought to impose. These maladies can be
overcome neither by one section of the common people fighting
another one, nor by angry clashes; to overcome the out-
comes of the capitalist crisis, the anti-people policies of the
Congress must be fought by unifying students, workers,
employees and the peasants in broad democratic movements.
Assam’s students and youth, during the last few years, set
up fine examples of such struggle for food. Division among
the toiling people will help only the Congress and capital-
ists to remain in power and impose more misery.

The Party appeals to them to see that the solution of the
problems of the tribal peoples of the Hills can only be achieved
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by mutual consent on the basis of equality of all nationali-
ties—big or small. As nothing can be imposed on the Assam.se
people, so also nothing should be done to the Hills without
the consent of the people concerned. Unity would, of course,
be the most desirable solution, but if the Hills so decire,
they may have their own autonomous State under the Union.

Today, while the scars left by the January 26 disturbances
remain to be healed, reactionary forces are planning newer
onslaughts on the people. Balraj Madhok, the arch commu-
nalist leader of the Jana Sangh, gave the signal for giving
the 26th disturbance a communal and anti-Communist colour.

The American Central Intelligence Agency, which is ac-
tive in this border State, is always ready to foment internecine
conflict. There are reasons to suspect that Assam received
the CIA’s attention on the current conflict. There are others,
who still are trying to give the Lachit Sena type of move-
ment a fresh start.

The Party warns the people of Assam against all these new
machinations, which will weaken the people further, and di-
vide their struggles, clear the path for new attacks on their
wage and work, submerge democratic right and bring the
obnoxious bureaucratic regime under President’s rule nearer.
Communal strife and internal division among the people never
solved any problem but only created many new ones.

The people of Assam who are exploited by foreign capi-
tal, who themselves have hardly any share in the industry of
their State, whose economic life is manipulated by the big
bourgeoisie of India and who are victims of unemployment,
high prices and backwardness, have every reason to be an-
gry with the Congress Government at the Centre. But they
cannot fight their battle by denying justice to the Hill tribes
nor by raising slogans of ‘Assam for Assamese’, setting toilers
against toilers. The slogan only plays into the hands of the
local vested interests and Assam Congress. Taking their stand
on basic principles, protecting the toilers’ unity, they must
make their fight a part of the joint struggle to liquidate
bourgeois-landlord rule in India.



Danger Signals
Editorial of “People’s Democracy”, March 17, 1968

Last week’s debate in Parliament on communal riots and the
admissions forced from the Home Minister reveal that the
oppression of Muslim minority has reached alarming pro-
portions threatening the cause of democracy in India. The
attitude of the Congress Governments towards the question
has been cynical, callous and cruel. Besides, it has been
guilty of hypocritical concern after the massacres are com-
mitted, appealing for peace and fair treatment after loot and
arson are allowed full freedom for operation and the proper-
ties o: the minority community are reduced to ashes. It is
the toilers that are killed; their men and women and children
massacred; it is their hutments and habitations that go up in
flames together with the shops and establishments of a few
amor.g the minority community who are fortunate to own
them under the Congress rule.

The present-day riots are wrongly described as riots be-
tween two communities. In reality, they are a one-sided affair
in which the minority community is attacked and hunted,
often with connivance and assistance of the authorities.

How farcical and hypocritical sound the assurances to the
minorities solemnly inscribed in the Constitution against this
reality of blood and arson? Article 15 assures that there
shall be no discrimination on the ground of religion, race,
caste etc.; Article 16 assures that there shall be equality of
opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employ-
ment and appointment to any office under the state; and

Vol. XII-3
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there should be no discrimination on grounds only of reli-
gion, race etc.; Article 25 guarantees freedom of conscience
and free profession, practice and propagation of religion.

It is on the basis of this formal proclamation of these
rights that the Congress rulers claim to administer a secular
democracy and take superior airs towards Pakistan whose
rulers have proclaimed it to be an Islamic state, imposing
openly a status of inequality on the minorities.

But what have the Congress rulers to boast of in the
context of the hunt and slaughter of Muslim minorities, in
face of the sly discrimination against them in the matter of
jobs and services and the unequal economic and educational
treatment that they have been subjected to under their be-
nign regime?

What are the guarantees against discrimination worth when
police protection is not available against arson and murder?
What is the right to profess religion worth when because of
it one’s life and lives of one’s family members are endan-
gered? Like the fundamental rights of the people as a whole,
the fundamental rights of the minorities are also revealed to
be hypocritical, formal, offering no protection whatsocver to
them.

The scandalous part of the situation is that the Congress
Governments have turned a deaf ear to the complaints about
police partiality and the administration’s callousness and-even
incitement to the rioters. The allegations have been made in
almost every riot. It was stated in connection with the Ranchi
riots, that those who were supposed to protect the Muslims
helped their attackers. This same charge was made in con-
nection with the Meerut riots. It was once more complained
that the police were busy curbing and arresting the Muslims
rather than controlling their attackers. There are no instances
of punishment of the guilty officials. Chavan would not agree
even to transfers of officials who could not keep their areas
free from killings and arson. There is not one warning from
the Centre or the State Governments to tell the officials that
any neglect of duties, or indirect incitement will mean drastic
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punishment besides loss of jobs. No, under the Congress regime

V youi will have to wait till doomsday before getting such an
assurance from the Government.

The fact is that the present class-regime requires a brutal-
ized’ anti-popular bureaucracy to suppress the masses. The
less sympathy it has for the people, the more hostile it is to
the peofpie, the better. The more trigger-happy the police, the
better for efficiency, for law and order. The greatest crime of
the officialdom is considered to be its sympathy or consider-
ation for the masses. That is why none can have an entry into
this apparatus of security unless the police report speaks well
of him and virtually certifies him to be an enemy of the com-
mon man, to be unadulterated by democratic values.

" . What chance has the minority before this bureaucracy?
Sections of it are recruited from the RSS and Jana Sangh.
Besides, others are recruited for their lack of democratic
consciousness—which means they can become easy victim
of communalism during a communal frenzy.

What chance has the minority before a police which is
taught to smash college laboratories and respected profes-
sors?

To hide the reality the Congress adopts exactly the same
means that the British did to fool Indian opinion. While
_suppressing the Muslim minority it promotes a few indi-
viduals from the Muslim community to high positions to
demonstrate its secularism and its sense of equality towards
the minority. But the election of Dr. Zakir Hussain as Presi-
dent, the appointment of Hidayatullah as Chief Justice of
India, and of Fakhruddin Ali Ahmad as Cabinet Minister
cannot do away with the disgraceful reality of minority
suppression. At best they may give a propaganda advantage
to the Congress rulers against Pakistan, and fool the gullible
in India. They remain a hypocritical manoeuvre to cheat the
outside world and public opinion in the country, to put a
blanket over the injustices done to the Muslims.

Sri Chavan is not prepared to admit that the Muslims live
in dread of the morrow, though this is a fact. He and his
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ministerial colleagues are, besides, not prepared to name the
active culprits—the Jana Sangh and the RSS whose hand is
seen in many of these riots. How could they? For one thing,
they know that sometimes the Jana Sangh moves jointly
with the Congress leaders as in Ranchi. And they also khow
that the Jana Sangh in the end represents the ,same class
interests as they do. So why expose it? Why attack it? It is
a matter of shame that in spite of these grim happenings
Chavan could offer nothing more tangible than a farcical
enquiry to go into the cause of the riots.

The increasing frequency of the riots demonstrates the utter
incapacity of the Congress to hold the country together. The
Congress policies and rule constitute the biggest enemy of
Indian unity. Under them the country must continue to disin-
tegrate. So long as these policies continue, even hundred na-
tional integration conferences cannot save the country.

At the same time it must be remembered that democratic
resistance to the Congress Government on the question of
Muslim minority has been the weakest if not non-existent.
The opportunism of the revisionists who were not ashamed
to continue with the Muslim baiting Jana Sangh for a few
ministerial posts serves to expose the utter callousness to-
wards this problem of some parties considered to be Left. It
must be admitted by all that against the massacres there has
been no indignant actions or mass protests by the Hemo-
cratic or working class movement. The ruling classes and
the reactionary parties were allowed to pursue their game
without the slightest show of serious opposition from the
working class movement.

Herein lies the main danger to the working class move-
ment. It does not yet realize the diabolical game which the
exploiting classes are pursuing and the urgent necessity to
fight against it.

The struggle for the right of the minorities is part of the
struggle of the Indian people for People’s Democracy and
Socialism. The repression of minorities is designed to split
the working class, set one section of toilers against another
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and befuddle the consciousness of the masses by injecting
the poison of communalism. The working class can neglect
the danger at its own peril. Driven into a corner the bour-
geois-landlord classes are using every weapon in their armoury
to stem the tide of popular indignation. Along with direct
repression they use every device to divide the toilers on
linguistic or provincial lines. The Shiva Sena activities in
Bombay while overtly directed against workers from the South,
are intended to break the solidarity of the Maharashtrian
and Tamil and Malayalee workers in Bombay, smash class
unity of the working class and fight the Communist Party. A
Congress member from Bombay admitted in Lok Sabha that
the Shiva Sena was spearheading the fight against the Com-
munists. In Tamilnad, the feelings roused by the imposition
-of Hindi are exploited to create hostility towards the Hindi
language and Hindi-speaking toilers and exhibition of Hindi
films is being opposed by certain sections. In Assam the cry
is Assam for Assamese, which led to wild attacks on the
non-Assamese on the Republic Day. And in the Hindi-speaking
belt the weapon is that of anti-Muslim riots.

From all sides the unity of the toilers is being attacked.
If this process continues the working class of India will be
reduced to disintegrated groups, an easy prey to the capital-
ist-landlord clique.

Tltat is why no section of the working class movement,
no section of the democratic movement, nor any Left party
can fail to accept the challenge and move in for the defence
of the minorities, for protecting the unity of the working
clas$ movement. It should be the privilege and duty of the
working class to protect the minority against every act of
injustice, to expose every act of tyranny and stand by it on
every occasion when it is attacked. By its firm solidarity
with the minority masses, the working class and democratic
forces will succeed in forging invincible class and popular
unity and defeat the reactionary conspiracy against the Indian
people and the country’s unity.
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Smash Congress Plot Against Kerala*
Communique of the Polit Bureau .

of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)

The Polit Bureau of the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) has issued the following com-
munique lo the Press after its meeting in Calcutta on
March 16 and 17:

+
’

On the Central Committee Ideological Draft

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
considered the reports from different States about the dis-
cussions that have so far been carried on “On ldeological
Controversies in the International Communist Movement”.
Except Bihar and Bengal all other States have completed
their discussions. The P.B. finalized the reports on these
discussions. That will be placed before the Central Commit-
tee and the Central Plenum.

On the Draft Political Resolution

The Polit Bureau has reviewed the international and national
developments during the last one year and came to the con-
clusion that events have proved the correctness of the evalu-
ation and the tasks that were deduced in the Central Com-
mittee resolution of “New Situation and Our Tasks” in April
1967. It has decided to formulate a political resolution, in
that background, analysing the present situation and the tasks
facing the Party and the democratic forces in our country,
and place it before the C.C. and the Central Plenum.

*Published in “PeorLe’s Democracy™, Calcutta, March 24, 1968.

«
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On Vietnam

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
hails the great victories scored by the Vietnam National Lib-
eration Front in its Tet offensive and after, against the American
opbressors. By their great sacrifices and brilliant victories,
the'y have ,set an example and have strengthened the deter-
mination of the people of the whole world, to struggle for
democracy even against heavy odds.

The P.B. of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the Govern-
ment of India, which even in the past, adopted a policy of
shielding the American aggression, and even stopped trad-
ing with North Vietnam, while supplying trucks and chemi-
cals and engineering goods to the South Vietnamese puppet
Government. The Government of India, which never tried to
help the victims of American aggression in both North and
South Vietnam, nor sent medical supplies to the victims of
American devilish napalm, chemical and gas bombing, has
now decided to rush medical supplies to the South Vietnam
puppet Government.

The P.B. of the CPI(M) calls upon the democratic forces
of India and especially all Party units to carry on persistent
public campaign against this subservient policy of the Gov-
ernment of India to American aggression in Vietnam and
force the Government of India to demand American with-
drawal from Vietnam and give all-out support to the Demo-
cratic Republic of North Vietnam and to the National Lib-
eration Front of South Vietnam.

Quit British White Racist Commonwealth

The British Government has recently enacted an immigration
act, prohibiting entry into Britain of Asians from Kenya and
other East African countries, who are mostly of Indian origin
and who hold British passports. This act is a racist act, dis-
criminating against Asians especially Indians, in favour of
white British passport-holders. The Government of India makes
a mild protest against this racist act, but pockets the insult and
continues to be in the white racist British Commonwealth.
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Similarly, the white racist Government in Rhodesia which
declared itself independent of the British Government t%o
years back, has started hanging African patriots who were
captured in the course of freedom struggle. The P.B. of the
CPI(M) expresses its indignation against the dastardly mur-
der of African patriots and extends its solidarity with .the
struggle of the Africans. .

The white British Government refuses to use force to
overthrow this white racist Government, violating all the
past pledges to protect the majority rule of Africans. The
Government of India again contents itself with expressions
of protest but continues to remain in the British white racist
Commonwealth.

The P.B. of the CPI(M) calls upon all democratic forces
to campaign and force the Government of India to quit the *
British Commonwealth immediately and extend all-out help
to patriotic African fighters in Rhodesia.

On Communal Riots

The P.B. of the CPI(M) notes with concern the way in which
the reactionary forces backed by vested interests, ahd on
many occasions encouraged directly by the Jana Sangh and
RSS, by sections of the Congress leaders, are letting loose
communal riots to disrupt democratic forces, and thus achieve
their nefarious purpose. The Ranchi and other commtunal
riots in Bihar during U.F. Ministry days; the Meerut com-
munal riots in U.P. during Sheikh Abdullah’s visit; and now
in Allahabad; the Karimganj communal riots; the series of
communal riots in Calcutta, during U.F. Ministry days, and
the latest outbreak of communal rioting in Calcutta city, all
against the Muslim minority, go to show the conspiracy of
reactionary forces.

In Kerala near Trivandrum, Press reports go to show that
a communal riot between Christian and Muslim commun-
ities was engineered by reactionary forces to discredit the
Kerala U.F. Ministry.

The P.B. expresses its sympathy to the victims of these
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communal riots. It calls upon the democratic forces to stand
by*the minority communities and defend their just and demo-
cratic rights against the onslaught of reactionary forces.

The P.B. of the CPI(M) appeals to all democratic forces
and® parties to unitedly fight the reactionary forces, who by
resorting tq communal riots hope to disrupt and destroy the
democratic movement. The conspiracy of these reactionary
forces must be defeated so that the democratic life and even
national integrity can be preserved.

On Repression Against People’s Struggles

The P.B. of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the brutal repres-
sion let loose by the Congress Government in different parts
of the country against the people fighting for elementary
‘demands.

In Tripura, the tribal people are being suppressed by brutal
lathi-charges, and large-scale arrests and detentions, when
they resist forcible grain levies from small peasants; when
they resist from being evicted from their traditional farm
cultivation plots; and when they are demanding their tradi-
tional Iribal lands be preserved for themselves by applying
Schedule V of the Constitution. The P.B. of the CPI(M)
demands the release of all the persons arrested and detained,
especially Comrades Dasarath Deb, Biren Dutt, ex-MPs, Nripen
Chakfabarti and other leaders of the Tripura people.

In Andhra, in Srikakulam district the tribal peasants, whose
lands were seized by the landlords from outside, who are
subjected to usurious rent and forced labour, are fighting for
better wages, for cheap grain, food, and for restoration of
lands. The Government has let loose a reign of terror bully-
ing the Girijans, raping women, looting and destroying houses;
the landlords and police have already shot four of the Girijans
and are hunting for the Communist leaders of the Girijans.
The P.B. demands an immediate end to this police terror;
and that the demands of Girijans be immediately conceded.

Repression was let loose in Champaran in Bihar and in
Surat in Gujarat, on the poor peasants who want to cultivate
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the wastelands lying adjacent to the forest; and their leaders
are being arrested and in Champaran one person was shot defad.
The P.B. of the CPI(M) demands that repression be put an end
to, and the just demands of the peasants be conceded.

The P.B. condemns the large-scale detentions of the State
Government employees and Communist leaderg in Jammu
& Kashmir and demands their immediate release. .

On Kerala

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
heard reports from Comrades E. M. S. Namboodiripad and
A. K. Gopalan on the economic and political situation that is
fast developing in Kerala. The Central Government has been
persistently failing to fulfil its commitments to supply 70
thousand tons of rice on the basis of which the entire State
was put under statutory ration of six oz. of rice per adult per
day, when the single zone system was established, with the
result that the people of Kerala have been forced to remain
satisfied on a ration of three oz. of rice per day for the last
ten months.

On top of it, the Central Government has withdrawn the
subsidy on rice, and increased the price for its supplies. If
the Kerala Government were to subsidize this increase in
price for the rice to be supplied by the Central Government,
the State Government would incur an expenditure of Ks. 25
crores per annum.

The CPI(M) has been staunchly advocating a national
food policy under which the Central Government should insist
on every State procuring all the surplus foodgrains from the
top ten per cent of the big landlords and ensure a minimum
ration of 14 oz. per adult per day through a system of statu-
tory rationing in all urban and deficit and distress areas. The
Central Government guided by the interests of landlords,
hoarders and profiteers, has refused to undertake such a national
food policy. On the other hand, it has used the Single State
Food Zone to starve the people of Kerala and to discredit
the U.F. Government and to topple it.
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In these conditions, the only course left open to the State
Gbvernment is to demand that it be allowed to purchase in
any part of India or outside, the necessary quantity of rice
and other foodgrains and discharge its elementary responsi-
biltty of supplying the people of the State a minimum of 12
oz of foodgrains per day on a no profit no loss basis.

The «Central Government refuses to accept this demand
also. Under the circumstances, the P.B. appreciates the policy
of the Kerala Government not to raise the retail price of rice
in the ration shops, despite the heavy increase in the supply
price by the Government of India. The P.B. wishes to point
out that this position cannot continue for long. Very soon,
the alternative posed before the State Government by these
diabolical policies of the Central Government will be forced
*to either increase the price of rationed rice or to face finan-
cial bankruptcy within the next four months.

It is highly improper for any democratic party and par-
ticularly for a revolutionary working class party like the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) to be forced into such
a helpless position of acquiescing in the supply of three oz.
of rice ration and that too by additional price-rise while
remaining in the Ministry. The continuation of our Party in
the coalition Government, under these conditions without
leading the struggle of the entire people of Kerala against
the Centre for adequate food at reasonable prices would be
compromising its position in the extreme. Hence the P.B. is
of the opinion that our Party together with its allies in the
U.F, Government of Kerala will have to confront with the
Central Government, irrespective of the consequences.

The P.B. also wants to underline the fact that the refusal
of the Central Government to meet the increased cost of
D.A. of low paid State Government employees and employ-
ees of local bodies and teachers, as well as its refusal to
allow adequate financial resources to the State Government
have made it impossible for State Governments to meet the
most elementary needs of the people. All this has made a
mockery of the States’ autonomy.
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With a view to covering up the Central Government’s
deliberate policy of physical starvation of the people, and
imposing financial bankruptcy on the State, the local Con-
gress, at the bidding of vested interests and the Central
Congress leaders have now let loose a virulent campaigs of
vilification against the State Government. False charges of
break-down of law and order, of courts and the judiciary
being brought under contempt, and Party’s volunteers being
trained for military purpose are freely bandied about.

It must be noted that while the Congress Government at
the Centre is following a policy of starving the people of
Kerala, the Youth Congress of the State, obviously under the
inspiration of the Central and State Congress leaders, has
launched on a programme of so-called satyagraha against
the State Government on the issue of rice supply.

The P.B. warns that this vicious attempt of starvation of
the people, of starving the State financially to make it go
bankrupt, and the campaign of vilification is part of a dia-
bolical conspiracy to discredit the U.F. Government to topple
it. This conspiracy must be smashed by the unity and will of
an awakened people.

The P.B. appeals to all democratic forces in lndia, and
particularly to the parties in the U.F., to rise to the occasion
and rouse the people to the grave dangers facing them and
prepare them for the struggle in defence of their food, the
right to their democratic Government and State’s autonomy.
It directs all Party units, and especially the Party units in
Kerala, to forthwith launch a mighty mass campaign and
mobilize the people for these great tasks.

On Bengal Events

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
hails the glorious struggle and the victory of the people of
Bengal, of workers, peasants and intelligentsia, men and women
and especially the heroic part the students and the youth
played under the leadership of U.F. of various democratic
parties against the illegal dismissal of the U.F. Ministry by
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the Central Congress Government nominated ICS Governor,
M}, Dharma Vira and against the illegal defectors’ Ghosh
Ministry. They have forced the Central Government to dis-
miss the Ghosh Ministry and order mid-term poll to seek
anew the people’s verdict. This was the course which our
Party had been advocating from July 1967 when the Con-
gregs had started to obtain defectors by hook or crook to
topple the U.F. Ministry.

Now, the attention of the people and of the democratic
parties, especially of those who had been constituents of the
U.F. Ministry and U.F. struggle would naturally be directed
to preserve and strengthen the unity among the U.F.
constituents to give a crushing defeat to the Congress, as
had been done in Kerala in 1967. The efforts of the Con-
"gress to create a third front, by winning some constituents
or other of the U.F. Ministry must be defeated. A situation
like that of 1967, when democratic forces had got split into
two fronts, and allowed the Congress to run away with nearly
80 seats more than it should have got, must be prevented
from developing.

The® P.B. of the CPI(M) is confident that this can be
achieved. The constituents of the U.F. Ministry are aware
from their own experience that with regard to every step that
the U.F. Ministry took to alleviate the sufferings of the people
in Bengal, the Central Government with all powers concen-
trated in their hand and with the help of bureaucracy came
in the way of their implementation. They realize that a radi-
cal change in Centre-State relations is necessary. The U.F.
Ministry along with the people must fight and force the
Central Government to give more financial resources to the
State Government and allow total control over the bureau-
cracy and drastically curb the power of the Central Govern-
ment to interfere with the States’ autonomy.

For this purpose, the 18-point programme must be con-
cretized in much more greater detail, and the people are to
be educated from now on and during the whole election
campaign and later about the necessity of constant mass



46 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

pressure and struggle to make the Central Government con-
cede these rights. -

Similarly, U.F. parties must have realized that the Con-
gress raises the bogey of anti-Communism to undermine the
solidarity of democratic forces and even split certain sec-
tions from the U.F.; and certain individuals and sections
being carried away by such bogey or even showing.vacilla-
tions, had cost the U.F. Ministry heavily. Similarly, it must
also have been realized that any vacillation to defend the
just demands and struggles of peasants against landlords,
and of workers against their employers, led such elements
later to be influenced by anti-Communist bogey raised by
the Congress and vested interests.

The P.B. of the CPI(M) is also confident because, before
the constituents of U.F. Ministry the people’s verdict on
relative strength of parties in the U.F. Ministry, as expressed
by 1967 elections, is there and nobody could lay exagger-
ated claims to seats. The P.B. of the CPI(M) approves the
general principles advanced by our West Bengal unit for
allotting seats in the coming election. The seats won by
different parties, and the seats where they stood second to
the Congress, should go to that party concerned. Those seats
in which defections took place should be considered by all
parties together before allotment particularly because in many
of the areas concerned the party or parties in the natne of
which the seats were won have no organizational hold and
mass influence. People must be taken into confidence from
time to time regarding the standpoints of different parties in
the seats which are in dispute.

The P.B. of the CPI(M) appeals to all democratic parties
and forces to forge unity in action not only to defeat the
Congress during the elections, and restore the popular U.F.
Ministry, with greater stability and with greater unity of
purpose, but also to wrest more powers for the States from
the Centre which alone will enable them to give substantial
relief to the people and save democracy for the people.



Statement of the
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M)

on ‘Chavan’s Baseless Charges*

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
has issued the following statement to the Press in Calcutta
on March 29, 1968:

. Home Minister Chavan has levelled a series of false, but
grave, charges against our Party and held out all sorts of
threats against it. In his statement in the Rajya Sabha on
March 27, he clubbed our Party with what he called “sub-
versive elements” in Assam and other areas of Eastern India.
He expressed his “disagreement” with the alleged tactics
and actions of our Party and has “put us in the dock”, de-
manding an explanation from us “to the country”. He also
warned that the Government would “ruthlessly deal” with
us.

The. CPI(M) has never been afraid of threats of ruthless
actions against it by the reactionary ruling classes whom the
Home Minister represents. But it wants to make absolutely
clear to the people the diabolical conspiracy which the Cen-
tral Congress Government, with the Home Minister in its
forefront, has been hatching against our Party. His statement
makes it clear that the Congress Government has already
decided to launch an attack on our Party since it is the one
party which firmly stands in the forefront of people’s struggles
and building democratic unity against Congress misrule. And
the Home Minister is now concocting fairy-tales to build a
case against our Party to push through his plan of attack.

*Published in “PeorLE’s DEMocrACY”, Calcutta, April 7, 1968.
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If the Home Ministry, on which 55!/, crores of rupees of
the taxpayer’s money is spent annually, has any justifica.ion
for its existence, it should know, and, in fact, knows, that
our Party has nothing to do with the alleged activities around
Nagaland or elsewhere. It also knows full well that the Party
is opposed to such adventurist lines. )

As far as the situation in Assam is concerned, the Home
Minister should know, and, in fact, knows, that only three
persons out of the nearly twenty people arrested had any
connection with our Party in the past and they were expelied
from the Party, and its Bandarchaliha unit to which they
belonged was dissolved in January last for pursuing an
adventurist line.

Among those arrested is a school teacher belonging to
the Congress and some others who are involved are known
criminals. Sri Chavan knows this too.

Sarbeswar Pathak, whose name was mentioned by the
State Government as a leader of the subversive movement,
was till 1960 a typist in the State Council office of the Party
when it was united and had been expelled eight years ago on
charges of being a police informer and agent-provocateur.
The Home Minister cannot plead ignorance of this either.

Suren Hazarika, Secretary of the Jorhat District Commit-
tee of our Party, whom the State Government charged had
absconded, was arrested on March 16 from the coust com-
pound one hour after he had an interview with the Deputy
Commissioner. This, too, Sri Chavan knows.

It-is by deliberately suppressing these facts and trotting
out patent lies that the attempt is being made to make false
charges against our Party.

There is indisputably a serious situation in Assam and its
neighbouring areas. Who is responsible for this? It is a situ-
ation entirely created by the Congress policies of suppress-
ing the democratic aspirations of the tribal people, of creat-
ing dissensions between the tribal and plains people and
between the Assamese and non-Assamese peoples inhabit-
ing Assam. The hand of the Congress party and its Government
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in the State behind the recent disturbances as in Shillong
was clearly visible to all. The Home Minister perhaps thinks
that he can exploit the unsettled conditions in Assam — a
creation of his own party’s Government’s policies over the
years—to launch an attack on our Party.

The highly tendentious statement from the Home Minis-
ter in thc Rajya Sabha has come in the wake of a number of
references to our Party in the last session and the present
Budget Session of Parliament and repeated stage-managed
demands by some Congressmen, the Jana Sanghites and
Swatantraites for a ban on our Party. The Home Minister
himself has been talking too often and too disparagingly
about our Party and the Government it leads in Kerala, about
our Party’s Volunteer Corps and the law and order situation
in the State—all to create public opinion behind his foul
game of attack on our Party.

If Home Minister Chavan thinks he can, in this way, pre-
pare the ground for launching another attack on our Party,
we will only remind him that similar attempts in the past by
his predecessor Nanda, with his notorious White Paper, had
miserably failed and the people in our country had ridiculed
and rejected them.

The Congress rulers by their policies have landed them-
selves and the country in a deepening and insoluble crisis.
They dre seeking a way out for themselves by launching an
attack on the democratic forces in the country. Isolating the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) and attacking it is the
first step in the plan. Such attempts in the past have been
defeated by our people with their timely intervention. But
the Home Minister, in desperation, is trying it again on the
eve of the mid-term elections announced for West Bengal,
and similar other developments in the offing in Bihar, U.P.,
Punjab, etc. The attack on our Party will be the forerunner
of the attack on the entire democratic forces. We appeal to
all democratic forces in the country to see through this game
of the Congress rulers and give it a fitting rebuff.

Vol. X11-4
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Ideological Resolution of the CPI(M)

Adopted by the Central Plenum of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) held at Burdwan,
April 5-12, 1968

The Seventh Congress of our Party, which has gone on record
as the Congress of Revolt against Revisionism inside the
Indian Communist movement, directed the newly elected
Central Committee to organize inner-Party discussion on the
ideological questions, so that our Party might be enabled td
come to its independent conclusions on the ideological is-
sues under debate in the Communist movement of the world.
This directive of the Party Congress could not be imple-
mented so far because of the wholesale repression let loose
by the Congress Government under the Defence of India
Rules immediately after the Congress and also dué to the
preoccupation of the entire Party with mass struggles and
the country’s fourth general elections after the release of
Communist detenus in the middle of the year 1966. The first
C.C. meeting, held after the general elections were over,
instructed the P.B. to take immediate and necessary steps to
organize the inner-Party discussion as enjoined by the Sev-
enth Congress.

The Party Programme, the Resolution on Tasks and the
Political-Organisational Report adopted by the Seventh Con-
gress of the Party represent the new class strategy and tac-
tics of our Party, strategy and tactics which have squarely
settled accounts with the right-opportunist and revisionist
ideological-political positions, as far as they cover the Indian
situation. Similarly the Declaration of the Party, putting the
revisionists outside the pale of the genuine Communist
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movement in India while carrying with it the heritage of the
revolutionary working class movement in the country, the
adoption of an amended Party Constitution and the election
of the new central Party bodies, had settled accounts with
the *revisionists in the matter of organization. Let it be
emphasised,that these are no small victories in our struggle
agai'nst sevistonism, as they constitute the bedrock of our
Marxist-Leninist ideological-political unity, and go a long
way in assisting the entire Party in its further struggle to
clear the confusion prevailing on certain other key ideolog-
ical issues connected with the international Communist move-
ment, of which, it goes without saying, ours is an integral
part.

What does it mean when we assert that the conclusions
arrived at and incorporated in our Party Programme, the
Resolution on Tasks, the Political-Organisational Report and
other resolutions of the Seventh Congress constitute the
bedrock of the Party’s ideological unity? On a series of pivotal
theoretical and ideological issues connected with the Indian
revolution we sharply demarcated ourselves from the crassest
class-c8llaborationist and utterly revisionist line propounded
by the Dangeites, while firmly adhering to the Marxist-Leninist
ideological-political standpoint. To put it sharply, there is
not one single basic question connected with the Indian revo-
lution* on which we and the revisionists do not stand dia-
metrically opposed to each other. Their class characterisation
of the post-independence Indian state and government, their
assessment of the internal and external policies of the new
govefnment, their critique of the capitalist path of develop-
ment and the advocacy of a non-capitalist path and National
Democracy, their study of the prevailing class contradic-
tions in the country and their understanding of the present
stage and strategy of our revolution, their estimation regard-
ing the role of the non-monopoly national bourgeoisie in the
struggle against the capitalist path and for a non-capitalist
path, their understanding of the Marxist-Leninist concept of
proletarian hegemony over the democratic revolution, their
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interpretation of the peaceful and non-peaceful paths of
development and their possibilities, their assessment of ‘he
role of foreign monopoly capital in the Indian economy on
the one hand and the role and place of socialist aid in influ-
encing the economic development of our country, their es-
timation of the state sector and its character and, above all,
their assessment of Congress agrarian reforms have nothing
in common with our Party’s analysis and understanding. In
this connection, it is very pertinent to note that the positions
taken by the leadership of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union on all the fundamental questions connected with
the Indian Communist movement completely coincide with
those of the Dangeite revisionists; and this is corroborated
by a spate of statements, articles and writings in the Soviet
press which are widely distributed in India, by a series of
steps and actions of the Soviet government regarding Indian
affairs, by the massive and demonstrative support displayed
at the revisionist Party Congress by a host of fraternal del-
egates from abroad under the leadership of the CPSU, and
by their wholehearted endorsal of the Dangeite party
programme and policy resolutions as Marxist-Lenirist and
proletarian internationalist. Under the circumstances, the
ideological-theoretical understanding and unity that have
enabled our Party to evolve its own Party Programme, that
aided it to settle the questions of strategy and tactics wf the
Indian revolution, and that gave courage and confidence to
break with the Indian revisionists, do certainly stand in good
stead to project this correct understanding to the remaining
ideological issues still under debate and to arrive at correct
independent conclusions. It is such faith and confidence that
have guided us in conducting the present inner-Party discus-
sion on the ideological issues.

Then, what are the still remaining theoretical-ideological
questions round which controversy is centered in the inter-
national Communist movement and on which our Party is
called upon to take its stand? They, besides the issues al-
ready clinched in our Party Programme, concern the questions
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of the class assessment and evaluation of the New Epoch,
the issue of war and peace in the present period, the concept
of peaceful coexistence of states with different social sys-
tems, the forms of transition to socialism, the assessment of
the different fundamental contradictions of our epoch and
the place and role of the contradiction between imperialism
and the mational liberation movements at the present stage,
the assessment of Stalin and his leading role in the building
up of the socialist Soviet Union after Lenin and in guiding
the world Communist movement, the attitude towards Titoism
and Tito’s Yugoslavia, the substitution of the concept of a
people’s state and a party of the whole people in place of
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the party of the work-
ing class in the Soviet Union, the added emphasis on mate-
rial incentives in the Soviet Union, and the correctness or
otherwise of the concept of unity in action against imperi-
alism between different socialist states whose state and Party
leaders have come to hold diametrically opposed views on
a series of ideological-political issues of the day. Together
with these ideological issues, there have arisen serious dif-
ference} on a series of organizational concepts and prac-
tices, such as inter-party relations between different contin-
gents of the international Communist movement, the inter-
state relations between different states of the socialist world
and atso the relations between the Communist Parties in
state power and those which are not in state power. Such in
brief are the basic ideological issues around which furious
controversies and conflicts have arisen in the world Com-
munist movement, and our Party, as a Marxist-Leninist party,
is duty bound, called upon to express its opinions and take
a clear-cut stand on them.

At the outset, the Central Committee wishes to unequivo-
cally state that after a careful study of the developments in
the international Communist movement and the world so-
cialist camp during the last ten years and more and viewing
them from its own direct experience of the Indian Commun-
ist movement during the same period, it is firmly convinced
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that modern revisionism has been and does still remain the
main danger to the world Communist movement, notwith-
standing the fact that there have been certain dogmatic
manifestations in individual Parties and on individual propo-
sitions, precepts and actions. A look at the present world
Communist movement and the socialist camp would con-
vince anybody that it is sharply divided, its unity disrupted,
and it is plunged into a serious crisis—a crisis that has vir-
tually paralysed the initiative of the world Communist forces
in successfully resisting and rebuffing the offensive let loose
by the world imperialists—chiefly the U.S. The root cause
for this sad state of affairs cannot but be directly traced to
modern revisionist theories as advocated and practised by
the leadership of the CPSU. The consolidation and further
rapid advance of the world Communist movement is incon:
ceivable without waging a principled and determined fight
against this menace of revisionism in all its manifestations,
and conducting a sustained struggle in defence of Marxism-
Leninism and the principled unity of the international Com-
munist movement.

New Epoch

It was more than half-a-century ago that Lenin, analysing
the growth and development of free capitalism into monopoly
capitalism, observed that “Imperialism is the eve of the*social
revolution of the proletariat”. Since then mighty changes
have taken place, and a totally altered correlation of class
forces has come to exist now. Two world wars, socialist
revolutions in a number of countries comprising more’ than
a third of the world’s population and the formation of a
formidable socialist camp, the rapid disintegration of the
old colonial system and attainment of political independence
by the overwhelming majority of the former colonial coun-
tries, the growth of powerful Communist and Workers’ Par-
ties in several countries, etc., have taken place. All this took
place after Lenin’s thesis that “the era of socialist revolution
is beginning”. The present epoch certainly needs to be



Ideological Resolution of the CPI(M) 55

reassessed and redefined in the light of the tremendous changes
that have taken place and will, of course, have to be rede-
fined in strict conformity with Marxist-Leninist analysis.

Ours is certainly a new epoch, an epoch of transition
from capitalism to socialism, an epoch when the interna-
tional socialist system is becoming the decisive factor deter-
mining she course of world development, an epoch of na-
tional liberation and socialist revolutions, an epoch of rapid
decay and disintegration of colonialism, an epoch of titanic
class battles between the forces of moribund capitalism and
of socialism and national liberation revolutions, and an ep-
och of the collapse of imperialism and the final victory of
socialism and communism on a world scale.

Modern revisionism while pretending fidelity to this new
.definition of the epoch conveniently and deliberately under-
plays certain salient features of the epoch while exaggerat-
ing and laying lopsided emphasis on certain other aspects of
the same. It paints a picture as though colonialism is more
or less dead, that imperialism, more or less, is rendered
ineffective and a period of more or less peaceful transition
to soctalism has set in. The fact that imperialism, despite its
immense weakening on a world scale, remains a formidable
force to be reckoned with, that monopoly capitalist rule
continues to exist in almost all traditionally developed capi-
talise states of the world such as the USA, Britain, France,
West Germany, Japan, Italy and the like, that colossal and
unheard-of militarisation of social life is taking place, and
the fact that imperialism is waging its desperate, last-ditch
battles to escape its destined doom, is deliberately under-
played by them. It is this erroneous outlook that emboldened
people like Khruschov, the father of modern revisionism, to
go into demagogic descriptions of imperialism as “a button
fastened on a coat” and “a wolf to encounter and render
harmless easier”. It is the same outlook, again, that emboldens
the modern revisionists to discard some vital aspects of Lenin’s
thesis on imperialism and wars as obsolete and distort sev-
eral other propositions of Lenin— of course, all in the name
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of the new epoch and the ‘creative application’ of Marxism-
Leninism to new conditions. .

The correct Marxist-Leninist definition of the epoch should
be based on the sum total of the concrete class relations
existing at the time, a definition that guides the proletarian
revolutionaries in the struggle against world capitalism, but
should never be one of oversimplified formulas, éiubjectively
drawn, presenting utopian and false perspectives. Such an
erroneous definition of the new epoch or its lopsided and
distorted interpretation immensely harms the cause of the
proletariat rather than assisting it in its struggle for eman-
cipation.

No Marxist would dispute the fact that imperialism, today,
has been tremendously weakened on a world scale. Forces of
revolution— the countries that have already come under the,
socialist system, the proletarian revolutionary movements in
the advanced capitalist countries, the national liberation move-
ments and forces in the newly-liberated and colonial countries,
the widespread popular movements against war and in defence
of world peace— are today so powerful that they can unitedly
inflict defeat after defeat on imperialism and its allies.

However, the process of mobilising and uniting these
revolutionary forces is no simple task. It involves a revolu-
tionary combination of socialist diplomacy, calculated to isolate
the most reactionary imperialist groups, with the use cf the
armed might of the socialist camp against such reactionary
powers as resort to aggression on peace-loving countries, or
try to drown the national liberation movements in blood.
This requires the ever-growing unity of the international Com-
munist movement— a unity in which the ruling parties of the
socialist countries render all forms of practical aid, includ-
ing direct military intervention against imperialist aggres-
sion and intervention, to the revolutionary proletarian move-
ment in the capitalist countries as well as the national lib-
eration movements in underdeveloped countries. This struggle
for unity against imperialism is inseparable from the struggle
against modern revisionism.
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Instead of making such a militant use of the new possi-
bilities in the new epoch that opened out in the post-Second
World War years, modern revisionism builds a new dream-
world in which imperialism has ceased to be the monster
whixch has to be annihilated to achieve freedom and lasting
world peace; instead, it is disrupting the unity of the world
socialist, system, and the unity of the international Commu-
nist movement, is undermining the national liberation struggle
and the revolutionary working class.

On the Issue of Contradictions

All Communists who are guided by the theory of scientific
socialism and Marxism-Leninism accept that in the present
era there exist four fundamental soctal contradictions. They
are the contradiction between the camps of world socialism
and capitalism; the contradiction between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie in capitalist countries; the contradiction
between the imperialist states and the oppressed countries;
and the contradictions among the different imperialist states
and among monopoly capitalist groups.

The‘modern revisionists, too, accept this statement as cor-
rect. Then, what is the ideological dispute between the revi-
sionists and Marxist-Leninists over the issue of contradictions?
A critical study of the entire controversy in the world Com-
munist movement, centering round this issue, convinces us
that it mainly covers two points, namely, first, the un-Marxian
and opportunist tendency to treat the contradiction between
the socialist camp and imperialism as almost the only contra-
dictidn which determines the course of world development
while neglecting or underestimating the other fundamental
contradictions as of either no consequence or less consequence,
and secondly, the advocacy of pet, ready-made and stereo-
typed methods of solving different fundamental contradictions,
i.e., the method of peaceful economic competition to solve
the contradiction between the socialist and imperialist camps,
the method of peaceful transition to resolve the contradiction
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie and the like.
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Lenin, analysing the development of capitalism into what
is known as the monopoly or imperialist stage, came to the
conclusion that ‘imperialism is the eve of world socialist revo-
lution’. What does it mean in terms of analysing the class
contradictions obtaining in the epoch of imperialism? It means,
first and foremost, to state in the clearest terms possible that
the contradiction between the world bourgeoisie and the world
proletariat is the central and strongest contradiction of the
epoch. Does it ignore or neglect the other fundamental contra-
dictions obtaining in the then prevailing situation? Not in the
least. He also made abundantly clear the existence and growth
of inter-imperialist contradictions and the contradiction be-
tween the imperialist states and the colonial and dependent
countries. But a dialectical study of all these contradictions
enabled Lenin to correctly foresee, first, the extreme accentua-
tion of the inter-imperialist contradiction leading to imperialist
war for the redivision of the world between different imperi-
alist states, and secondly. the imperialist war in turn accentu-
ating the contradiction between the workers and capitalists in
the capitalist states and also the sharpening of the contradiction
between oppressor and oppressed nations, leading to thé break-
ing out of socialist and national liberation revolutions. Life
proved the absolute correctness of Lenin’s analysis of the world
contradictions, and also proved how, despite the fact that the
strongest and central contradiction of the epoch was otne be-
tween the world proletariat and the bourgeoisie, another con-
tradiction, namely inter-imperialist contradiction did develop
to the point of an imperialist war. The salient point that emerges
out of this is that it is wrong in theory and harmful in practice
to hold the view that the central or dominant contradiction
alone gets accentuated and matures all the time, while all other
contradictions remain either static or dormant, and do not get
aggravated in the process.

To illustrate the point further, let us take the post-
October Revolution era, when a new contradiction, the
contradiction between the socialist Soviet Union and the
imperialist camp emerged and stood as the central and
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dominant contradiction of all the fundamental contradictions
ot' the period. The interventionist war of the international
imperialists against the Soviet Union and the revolutionary
war of the Soviet Union in defence of socialist revolution,
during the years 1918-20, were the clearest manifestation of
the nature of the new strong and central contradiction. But,
did it preclude the possibility of other contradictions, such
as inter-imperialist contradictions, the contradiction between
the oppressor and oppressed nations and the contradiction
between the proletariat and bourgeoisie getting sharper and
acuter, and in a way somewhat easing for a time the antago-
nism between the socialist Soviet Union and the imperialist
camp? Life and history again demonstrated that inter-impe-
rialist contradiction and the contradiction between the impe-
*rialists and colonial and dependent countries had become
very acute, rendered the united front of the imperialists against
the Soviet Union impossible for a period, and even led to
the second imperialist war between the Anglo-American and
French imperialists on the one side and the German, Italian
and Japanese monopolists on the other, during 1939-41.

Thén. following the victory in the anti-fascist war and
the formation of a powerful camp of socialist states, the
contradiction between the camp of socialism and the camp
of imperialism remains as the central one among the funda-
mental contradictions of our time. Notwithstanding the fact
that it is so, do we not find that another contradiction, namely,
the one between the imperialists and oppressed nations has
got accentuated and assumed the acutest form, culminating
in the outburst of national liberation revolutions in a series
of countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, and the in-
tensification of this contradiction is, of course, influencing
the course of all other contradictions, their growth and de-
velopment? This is exactly what is meant by the world Marxist
-Leninists when they say that the contradiction between the
oppressor states and oppressed countries, at this stage of
development of world history, has become the focus of all
the contradictions of our times.
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The national liberation revolutions of our times have become
a component part of the world socialist revolution. ¢

National liberation struggles which have risen to new heights
in Asia, Africa and Latin America in recent times are pound-
ing and undermining the foundations of imperialist rule in
these areas. )

Their successful march gives a tremendous impetus to
the struggles of the working class in the metropolitan coun-
tries and accelerates the progress of world socialist revolu-
tion.

In a sense, therefore, the whole cause of the international
proletarian revolution hinges on the outcome of the revolu-
tionary struggles of the people of these areas.

It is wrong to look upon these national liberation struggles
as having only regional importance. They are of tremendous:
importance to the whole cause of world socialist revolution
as well as the cause of world peace.

But the modern revisionists refuse to accept this charac-
terization and thus fail to orientate their work to this new
inevitable development, while, ad nauseam, repeating that in
the present epoch, the contradiction between the worid sys-
tems of socialism and imperialism is the central contradic-
tion, that the solution of all other contradictions depends upon
the solution of this central contradiction, and that the chosen
method of resolving it is peaceful economic competitior, etc.

This totally erroneous and undialectical understanding,
study, and assessment of the contradictions have landed the
revisionists in the following serious opportunist mlstakes
which should be discarded :

(1) in the actual recognition of only one contradiction,
namely the one between the socialist and imperialist camps
and virtually discounting and underestimating the rest of the
contradictions;

(ii) in the dogmatic advocacy of peaceful transition as a
method to resolve the contradictions between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie and between the oppressor and oppressed
nations;
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(iii) in the facile conception that in the new epoch,
inter-imperialist contradictions can either be mitigated or
eliminated by international agreements among the monopo-
lists; and

(iv) in the advocacy of ‘peaceful economic competition’
as the exclusive method of resolving the contradiction be-
tween the socialist and imperialist camps.

On the Issue of War and Peace
and Lenin’s Thesis on Imperialism

War is a constant companion of monopoly capitalism and
imperialism. The history of monopoly capitalism and impe-
rialism, its existence and growth during the last half a cen-
tury and more, is replete with violence, war and bloodshed
on a scale and bitterness unknown in history. In the short
span of twenty-five years, the world bourgeoisie plunged
humanity into two world wars, and slaughtered forty million
men while maiming another eighty million, apart from the
colossal destruction of wealth accumulated through the toil
and sweat of billions of men for ages. Add to this ghastly
list, th¢ scores of wars of aggression on several small and
weaker states by different imperialist states, in which mil-
lions of men were butchered in order to impose upon them
colonial, semi-colonial or neo-colonial slavery. Today, the
imperialists are once again feverishly preparing to plunge
the world into another global war, a war with the most de-
structive and savage military technique of atomic and hy-
drogen weapons.

Lét it be again noted that it is no other class in modern
society than the working class guided by Marxism-Leninism
that has hoisted the banner of revolt against capitalism and
imperialism, a system that inevitably breeds violence and
war. The Great October Revolution in Russia, as Lenin aptly
put it, was fought with the slogan of “an immediate peace
at all costs™, and it was “the first victory to abolish war and
to unite workers of all countries against the united bour-
geoisie of various nations, against the bourgeoisie that makes
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peace and war at the expense of the slaves of capital, the
wage-workers, the working people”. Further, he obserYed
that “the first Bolshevik revolution has wrested the first hundred
million people of this earth from the clutches of imperialist
war and the imperialist world. Subsequent revolutions *will
save the rest of mankind from such wars and from such
world”. (Lenin’s speech at the Fourth Anniversary «of Octo-
ber Revolution)

Such in brief is the Marxist-Leninist outlook on the issue
of war and peace. It is precisely this outlook that guided the
Soviet Union, the first socialist state, which stood as the
principal bulwark in defence of world peace and against world
war. It was the socialist Soviet Union that stood in the fore-
front in the anti-fascist war, rescued the world from the clutches
of fascism and fascist war, and paved the way for the emer-
gence of the powerful world socialist camp. The victory of
national liberation and socialist revolutions in a number of
countries in the wake of the anti-fascist war and the victory
of the mighty Chinese revolution in particular, have tremen-
dously altered the international balance of class forces in
favour of peace, democracy and socialism, and agaihst war
and imperialism. There certainly have arisen new possibilities
of averting a new world war and preventing and outlawing a
nuclear war. But none can ignore the fact that these possibili-
ties can be translated into realities only if the Communist
Parties and the socialist states of the world keep on uniting
and strengthening all the forces of peace and democracy that
can be united, and the Communist Parties and the socialist
camp conduct the revolutionary struggle for peace on strict
Marxist-Leninist lines, and they do not fall victim to either
pacifist illusions fostered by the imperialists or to the class
collaborationist utopias of social democracy: If the imperial-
ists succeed in deceiving the leaders of the revolutionary
proletariat in different countries by their peace manoeuvres
and tricks, the danger for world peace and the real threat of
a war comes nearer, notwithstanding the loud clamour and
great protestations for world peace and against war.
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It is in this background that we have to examine the
ideological controversy regarding the thesis of Lenin on
imperialism and wars.

Lenin, with his masterly and penetrating analysis of the
development of capitalism had described “imperialism as
the monopely stage of capitalism”, and observed that “im-
perialism is, in general, striving towards violence and reac-
tion”. Further, he stated that “the characteristic feature of
imperialism is precisely that it strives to annex not only
agrarian territories, but even most highly industrialised re-
gions, because, the fact that the world is already divided up
obliges those contemplating a redivision to reach out for
every kind of territory; and an essential feature of imperial-
ism is the rivalry between several great powers in striving
for hegemony, i.e., for the conquest of territory, not so much
directly for themselves as to weaken the adversary and un-
dermine his hegemony”. He had summed up, “That imperi-
alist wars are absolutely inevitable under such an economic
system, as long as private property in the means of produc-
tion exists”; and “also the possibility and the inevitability
first ot revolutionary national rebellions and wars; second,
of proletarian wars and rebellions against the bourgeoisie;
and, third, of a combination of both kinds of revolutionary
wars, etc.”

Lire during these years has demonstrated how every syl-
lable of this thesis on imperialism and wars by the great
Lenin, a thesis propounded half a century ago, is absolutely
correct to its last detail and what yeoman service it has
rendered to the cause of the international proletariat and its
emancipatory mission in the world.

The modern revisionists vainly claiming to be creative
Marxists seriously challenge the thesis of Lenin on imperi-
alism and wars under the pretext of applying Marxism-
Leninism to the conditions obtaining in the present new epoch,
and assert that the “Marxist-Leninist precept that wars are
inevitable as long as imperialism exists” is outmoded and
no more valid, since imperialism, today, has ceased to be an
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all-embracing world system as it once used to be, and also
because strong social and political forces which oppose war
have emerged to compel the imperialists to renounce war.
They advance the new thesis that “war is not fatalistically
inevitable”, a thesis that clumsily clubs different types of
wars— wars between socialist and imperialist states, inter-
imperialist wars, wars of national liberation, civil wars, etc.—
and seek to discard the Marxist-Leninist thesis on imperial-
ism and wars.

The authors and adherents of this new revised thesis on
imperialism and wars argue that the new technological de-
velopments in warfare and the possession of the most de-
structive nuclear weapons by the principal contending forces
of the day— imperialism and socialism, is the key factor
that decisively influences the thesis of Lenin on imperialism
and wars. Marxism-Leninism can never agree that the growth
and development of military technique can alter the funda-
mental social laws of classes, class contradictions, class
struggle and class war. As Lenin puts it, “Military tactics
are determined by the level of military technique”, but it
would be a grave departure from Marxism to maintain that
military technique can determine the fate of man, social
laws and social development.

Since the world capitalist and imperialist social order is
still in existence over three-fourths of the globe’s surface
covering two-thirds of humanity, since almost all the tradi-
tional capitalist and imperialist states such as the USA, Britain,
France, West Germany, Japan, Italy, etc., still remain under
the powerful grip of monopoly capital, and since the cap-
italist encirclement of the socialist states is not yet replaced
by the socialist encirclement of capitalist states, the thesis
of Lenin on imperialism and wars remains valid, and to treat
it as having become obsolete is to fundamentally depart from
Marxism-Leninism.

The radically changed correlation of forces on a world
plane in favour of socialism and against imperialism in the
present epoch certainly has opened the possibilities of
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preventing, averting and postponing a particular war, or a
war with particularly destructive technique and preserving
the peace to that extent. But wars can be eliminated and
lasting peace secured only when imperialism is eliminated;
as long as imperialism exists, there will be soil for wars of
aggression,

Lastly, as Lenin pointed out, “when assessing any given
situation, a Marxist must proceed not from the possible, but
from the actual”. If, instead of proceeding on the basis of
the actual and existing realities, i.e., the existence of pow-
erful imperialist forces in terms of their economic, political,
and military resources, one were to proceed on several pos-
sibilities of averting war and establishing durable and en-
during peace, and on that basis weave out theories and work
out tactics, one is bound to end in grief.

On Disarmament and Banning of Nuclear Weapons

The feverish armament race, the invention, manufacture and
huge stockpiling of nuclear bombs, the setting up of thou-
sands of military bases all over the globe, the forging of
aggressive military alliances and blocs and the rapid
militarisation of the economies in the present era are the
products of monopoly capitalism in its desperate bid to es-
cape its destined and impending doom.

In‘the face of this ever-growing menace of arms drive of
the imperialists, the socialist states are duty bound to de-
velop their armed might to defend their states against any
imperialist aggression and to defend the cause of world so-
cialist revolution and peace. It is also the duty of the world
socialist and peace forces to fight against the imperialists’
arms expansion and war drive and raise the demand for general
disarmament. While not forgetting the fact that the imperi-
alists would not agree to such a total and general disarma-
ment, since carrying it out would be tantamount to volun-
tary liquidation of imperialism, the international Commun-
ist movement and the world socialist camp will have to carry
on the campaign for disarmament in order to mobilise world

Vol. XII-5
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public opinion against the menace, to expose the imperial-
ists and also to compel the imperialists either to restrain
their arms drive or even to accept some partial agreements.

But the socialist campaign for general and total disarma-
ment should guard itself against sowing any illusions onthis
score, illusions that the imperialists have been weakened to
such an extent that they would be willing to accept general
disarmament and to abandon the arms drive and military
build-up. The modern revisionists, contrary to this correct
concept, carry on the disarmament campaign in so pacifist
a manner as to breed the worst illusions about the imperi-
alists; they paint the picture of total and general disarma-
ment being an immediate and practical possibility; they do
not hesitate to make absurd statements such as that even the
USA’s escalation of war against Vietnam does not come in
the way of continuation of talks for disarmament; and they,
instead of exposing the imperialists and their armaments
drive, tend to disarm the people ideologically and politically
by lulling their vigilance against imperialism and its menac-
ing preparations for war.

The ridiculous length to which this pacifist, noa-class
and revisionist concept of disarmament has reached can be
clearly seen in how the Soviet leaders have been dealing
with the issue of test-ban treaty and of non-proliferation of
nuclear weapons and the banning of nuclear weapons. It is
true that there exists a possibility of banning nuclear weap-
ons and a sustained struggle to achieve the same will have
to be conducted. Such a struggle against the imperialists can
be conducted effectively, only when the socialist camp pos-
sesses adequate atomic equipment and technical know-how
and is capable of rebuffing the atomic blackmail of the
imperialists, and then only the possibilities of preventing an
atomic war and the banning of nuclear weapons can have
the chance of becoming a reality. Otherwise the imperialists
have no reason to accept the proposal and lose the advan-
tage of blackmailing the weaker states and the socialist camp.
It is exactly on these premises that the Soviet Union was
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compelled to embark upon the manufacture of atomic and
hydrogen weapons, and the adequate atomic defence and
offence capacity at the disposal of the Soviet Union has
resulted in the exercising of certain restraint, circumspec-
tiorf and care on the part of the imperialists in withholding
the ,actual ase of these weapons unlike what they did in
1945 during the war against Japan.

But the Soviet leaders, under the pretext of the struggle
they are waging for disarmament, non-proliferation and
banning of atomic weapons, tore up the agreement concluded
with socialist China to provide it with atomic technical know-
how, and thus sought to prevent People’s China from acquir-
ing atomic weapons. Strange arguments are advanced in
defence of this perfidious act of one socialist state against
another fraternal socialist state, that such a sharing of tech-
nical know-how would facilitate the U.S. monopolists in
equipping the West German militarists and other imperial-
ists, that it would give a fillip to the atomic race, that it
would place unbearable and heavy burdens on the Chinese
people, and that it is unnecessary for any other socialist
state td possess atomic weapons since the Soviet Union has
got more than enough in its possession not only to defend
itself but also to defend every country in the world which is
threatened with U.S. atomic attack.

Further, the Soviet leaders, in open conflict with and
opposition to socialist China, concluded a test-ban treaty
and are proceeding to conclude a so-called treaty of non-
prollferatlon of nuclear weapons along with the U.S. and
British imperialists. They did everything in their power to
mobilise the signatures of the states in the world, and tomtomed
their conclusion of the test-ban treaty in 1963 as a great
victory in the struggle for the non-proliferation and banning
of nuclear weapons. The Soviet leaders risked a rift and
even split in the socialist camp over the issue.

Life and experience have demonstrated beyond a shadow
of doubt that this entire line and outlook emanates from a
non-class and right-opportunist understanding of the entire
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disarmament issue, springs from impermissible illusions about
the imperialists on the question of preserving peace ahd
banning of atomic weapons, and arises from, not fraternal,
but a patronising attitude to other socialist states.

What is the sum total of all this? Neither do atomic tech-
nical know-how and manufacturing and stockpiling of bombs
remain any more the monopoly of the USA, USSR and Britain,
nor is proliferation of atomic weapons prevented. No sover-
eign and self-respecting nation, whose economy is viable,
would ever reconcile itself to the idea of its independence
being guarded by either a nuclear USA or nuclear USSR.

Objectively speaking, the attitude of the Soviet leaders
on the entire issue is based on the unwarranted premise that
their collaboration with the Anglo-American imperialists is
a greater guarantee for the preservation of peace, for the:
outlawing of the use of atomic weapons, and for averting a
thermo-nuclear war, than the unity of the entire socialist
camp, its economic, political, military might and its all-
round development, and its unrelenting struggle against
imperialism on every front. How else can it be characterised
except as the crassest right opportunism and revisignism?

Peaceful Coexistence of States
with Different Social Systems

The very concept of peaceful coexistence between the cap-
italist and socialist states arose only after the victory of the
first socialist revolution in Russia. It is true that Lenin, as
early as 1916, visualised the possibility of accomplishing
the socialist revolution in one or several countries white in
the rest of the countries, for a period, the rule of the bour-
geoisie and other propertied classes would exist, and the
world socialist revolution would not triumph, simultaneously,
all at once, in all the countries. Life and history have con-
firmed the correctness of this proposition during the last
half a century.

It is evident that the coming into existence of the first
socialist state and its continued existence along with the
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capitalist states of the world are made possible through the
arluous struggle against imperialism, a struggle covering all
the economic, political, ideological and military aspects. The
Soviet state, through its armed might, had to struggle to live
in peace with the imperialist countries. There were repeated
tria]s of strength between the imperialist countries and the
Soviet Wnion and as a result of it, the Soviet Union could
impose the right to coexistence on the imperialists.

Lenin made it abundantly clear that “International impe-
rialism... could not under any circumstances, on any condi-
tions live side by side with the Soviet Republic both be-
cause of its objective position and because of the economic
interests of the capitalist class”. “In this sphere the conflict
is inevitable. Therein lies the greatest difficulty of the Rus-
sian revolution, its greatest historical problem : the neces-
sity of solving international problems, the necessity of call-
ing forth an international revolution, of effecting this tran-
sition from our strictly national revolution to the world revo-
lution.”

He also stated that “...the existence of the Soviet Repub-
lic sid¢ by side with imperialist states for a long time is
unthinkable. One or the other must triumph in the end. And
before that end supervenes, a series of frightful collisions
between the Soviet Republic and the bourgeois states will
be indvitable”.

Further, answering the advocates of a revolutionary war
with the aim of overthrowing the bourgeoisie in imperialist
countries, he asserted, “however, we obviously cannot set
ours€lves this aim at the given moment”, and “the interests
of the international revolution demand that the Soviet power,
having overthrown the bourgeoisie in our country, should
help that revolution, but that it should choose a form of help
which is commensurate with its own strength”, while, of
course, characterising the “Soviet Republic as a detachment
of the world army of socialism”.

Lenin made it clear that, “So long as capitalism and
socialism remain, they cannot live at peace, in the long run
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either one or the other will be victorious, the funeral dirge
will be sounded either over the Soviet Republic or over wotld
capitalism. It will be a respite in the war”.

Thus it is clear that Lenin’s concept of peaceful coexist-
ence is a fighting and revolutionary concept, a concept which
permits no breeding of pacifist and utopian illusions about
imperialism, a concept that has nothing in common.with the
concept of a status quo, i.e., imperialism and socialism living
side by side peacefully. It is a concept of ‘respite’ to be
correctly utilised to consolidate the socialist state econom-
ically, politically and militarily so that imperialist aggres-
sion might be successfully met and the imperialists of the
world vanquished.

It is this correct policy that was made one of the impor-
tant components of the foreign policy of the Soviet state by
Lenin, and faithfully followed and implemented by Stalin,
subsequent to Lenin’s departure.

But the modern revisionists who embolden themselves to
discard Lenin’s thesis on imperialism and wars and also
several others of his propositions, and revise them on the
pretext that they were made decades ago when impérialism
was all-powerful and the determining force, etc., shout from
the housetops their alleged fidelity to the Leninist concept
of peaceful coexistence while actually so distorting the en-
tire concept as to deprive it of its revolutionary content.
They lay exclusive emphasis on certain aspects of the con-
cept of peaceful coexistence, while conveniently ignoring
and suppressing the other equally, if not more, lmportant
aspects of the entire concept.

They go to the length of exaggerating the concept of
peaceful coexistence describing it as the highest form of
class struggle, and as one which forms the axis of the entire
foreign policy of every proletarian state. They tend to re-
duce the concept of peaceful coexistence to the opportunist
meaning of ‘peacefully’ putting up with the blatant aggres-
sive actions of world imperialism when they shamelessly
extend this concept to the relations between the inherently
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aggressive states of the imperialists and the victim states.
InStead of boldly exposing how the world imperialists, par-
ticularly the U.S., through their frenzied drive for colonial
and neo-colonial domination of the world, are making peace
and» peaceful coexistence on earth impossible, the revision-
ists tend to, shield the imperialist aggressors as though they
are"recanciled to peace and peaceful coexistence. The ab-
surd limits to which this well-known revolutionary concept
of Lenin is reduced can be seen when the modern revision-
ists who, in words, agree that U.S. imperialism today has
become ‘the biggest international exploiter’, ‘the chief bul-
wark of world reaction’, and ‘international gendarme and
the chief enemy of the peoples of the world’, in practice,
treat the U.S. imperialist rulers as those with whom real and
J[asting peaceful coexistence is possible and with whom the
socialist states can collaborate in the struggle for peace and
amity among nations.

The interpretation of the concept of peaceful coexistence
between the socialist and imperialist states is reduced by the
revisionists to mean that the chief struggle between the two
systen’s is in the main peaceful economic competition and
thus conceal the truth that the struggle between the two
systems comprises every field of economic, political, ideo-
logical and military nature.

N& Marxist-Leninist can accept such an opportunist in-
terpretation and practice of the concept of peaceful coexist-
ence, since it seeks to conceal the constant imperialist ag-
gression and to appease the aggressor, and it disarms the
revolutionary proletariat of the world in its uncompromising
fight against imperialism—economic, political, ideological
and military.

The principle of peaceful coexistence which is obligatory
to socialist states and which is strictly adhered to by them
alone, is never acceptable to the imperialists as the striving
for violence, aggression and subjugation of others is the
inherent characteristic of monopoly capitalism. To the ex-
tent this principle is enforced in the relations between states
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with differing social systems, it is imposed upon the bour-
geois states in bitter and frontal struggle against them. The
struggle for enforcing the principle on capitalist states is a
continuation of war against capitalism in different forms. To
import any other non-class meaning into this concept means
to monstrously distort it, with the facile notion Qf making it
willingly acceptable to the imperialists and with the oppor-
tunist idea of purchasing peace with them, even at the cost
of revolution, which, in the final analysis, would not defend
peace or peaceful coexistence of states but would only in-
vite disaster to both and the world revolution.

Peaceful coexistence is, of course, an essential part of
the Leninist foreign policy obligatory to every socialist state.
It helps them to mobilise all the forces of peace throughout
the world and thus to isolate the war-mongers. It becomes.
the rallying slogan around which all the forces of peace and
freedom can be mobilised.

It is, however, idle to hope, as the modern revisionists
want the people to do, that just because the imperialist pow-
ers mouth the slogan of peaceful coexistence, a new era of
peace will dawn on the world. The reality is that behé¢nd the
very slogan of peaceful coexistence which they are forced to
subscribe to in words, the imperialists are hatching and
executing new plans of aggression against the people; ever
so many new forms of neo-colonialism are being imposed;
and wherever the people are vigilant, united and strong enough,
their revolutionary movements are sought to be drowned in
blood.

That is why every real revolutionary, every Marxist-Lentnist,
has to combine the strictest and most loyal adherence to the
principle of peaceful coexistence as between states having
different social systems with (a) the perfection of such a
united and vigilant armed force of the socialist camp that
any aggressive act of the imperialists can be met with a
devastating counter-blow; and (b) the rendering of such
concrete assistance—economic, political and others—to the
national revolutionary movements.
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On the Forms of Transition to Socialism

Marxism-Leninism proceeds to examine the question of forms
of transition to socialism on the basis of the scientific analysis
made regarding the origin of state and its evolution, and its
prestnt and future in the era of socialist revolution.

What is.the state, according to Marxism-Leninism? In
short, “the state is a special organisation of force; it is an
organisation of violence for the suppression of some class”.
The bourgeois states may vary in form but their essence is
the same, i.e., in the final analysis they are nothing but the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Similarly, the proletarian states
may assume different forms, but their essence can be noth-
ing but the dictatorship of the proletariat.

. In view of this irrefutably established scientific truth, the
modern working class, in its fight for political power and
social emancipation, at every stage of its development, is
inevitably confronted with the bourgeois state, i.e., the special
organisation of violence to suppress the working class. Thus,
the problem of how to meet this bourgeois violence with a
view to putting an end to all violence in the relations of men
is one df the key problems of the socialist revolution.

It is a fact that violence is alien to the Marxist-Leninist
ideals. The foremost thinkers, founders and leaders of Marx-
ism-Leninism were always eager to find out ways and means
to restrict, minimise and, if possible, to avoid the bourgeois
violence in the way of effecting the socialist revolution, since
peaceful transition is advantageous to the proletariat. Any
number of instances from the history of the working class
movément can be cited to substantiate this proposition of ours.

However, Marxism-Leninism, as Lenin has pointed out,
while decisively rejecting the theory “that armed uprising is
a form of struggle which is obligatory always and under all
conditions” as totally alien to its science, and while making
it obligatory for proletarian revolutions to seize every op-
portunity that history offers for effecting peaceful transi-
tion, takes serious note of the realities of how the international
bourgeoisie is increasingly resorting to brutal violence and
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terror and how it is bent upon barring the road to peaceful
transition. Lenin, noting this phenomenon as early as Octdver
1916 observed, “However, it cannot be denied that in indi-
vidual cases, by way of exception in some small country, for
instance, after the socialist revolution had been accomplrshed
in a neighbouring big country, peaceful surrender of power
by the bourgeoisie is possible, if it is convinced that resis-
tance is hopeless and if it prefers to save its skin. It is much
more likely, of course, that even in small states socialism
will not be achieved without civil war, and for that reason
the only programme of international $ocial democracy must
be recognition of civil war, though violence is, of course,
alien to our ideals. The same mutatis mutandis—with nec-
essary alterations—is applicable to nations”. (Lenin, 4 Cari-
cature of Marxism). '

Our Party, keeping all these precepts of Marxism-Leninism
in view and also taking note of the revolutionary changes
that have taken place in the correlation of class forces in the
world during the last half a century since the above pro-
nouncements of Lenin, and particularly the developments
following the socialist victory in the anti-fascist wat, states
in its Programme:

“The Communist Party of India strives to achieve the
establishment of People’s Democracy and socialist trans-
formation through peaceful means. By developing & pow-
erful mass revolutionary movement, by combining par-
liamentary and extra-parliamentary struggles, the work-
ing class and its allies will try their utmost to overcome
the resistance of the forces of reaction and to bring ibout
these transformations through peaceful means”. Of course,
it is also simultaneously pointed out that it needs ‘always
to be borne in mind that the ruling classes never relin-
quish their power voluntarily’, and that “they seek to
defy the will of the people and seek to reverse it by
lawlessness and violence.”

But the modern revisionists maintain that in view of the
changed correlation of forces on an international scale as
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well as in each country in favour of the proletariat and its
callse of socialism, and in view of the ever-increasing grip
of the ideas of socialism on the minds of wide masses of the
people, the universal law of violent revolution as propounded
by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, forced on the proletariat
by the bouxgeoisie, and as universally accepted by all the
Marxist-d_eninists has become outmoded and hence to be
discarded. In its place, they argue, the law of peaceful tran-
sition and parliamentary path is to be substituted; they even
expound the thesis that socialist transformation can be ef-
fected by a state of so-called National Democracy where the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat hold joint hegemony of the
National Democratic Revolution and the National Demo-
cratic state; thus they seek to revise Marxism-Leninism on
certain basic and fundamental issues of the proletarian revo-
lution, issues such as the Marxist-Leninist concept of state
and revolution and the concept of proletarian hegemony in
the revolutions of the present era.

The basic teachings of Marxism-Leninism proceed on the
assumption that the fundamental question of every revolu-
tion is*that of state power.

Lenin commenting on the opportunist distortion of the
concept of state and revolution observed: “The distortion
and hushing up of the question of the relation of the prole-
tariah revolution to the state could not but play an immense
role at a time when states, which possess a military appa-
ratus expanded as a consequence of imperialist rivalry, have
turned into monsters which are exterminating millions of
peoﬁle in order to settle the issue as to whether England or
Germany—this or that finance capital—is to rule the world”.
(Emphasis added.)

These observations were made some fifty years ago, and
during this period not only ‘as a consequence a imperialist
rivairy’ but also due to the mortal conflict between the forces
of world socialism and capitalism, the capitalist states have
come to build and expand a thousand times more monstrous
military apparatuses. The bourgeois states which are, in
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essence, nothing but a special organisation of force and vio-
lence for the suppression of the proletariat and the peofle,
have perfected this engine of suppression to such a mon-
strous degree in the present period that even the smallest
democratic and class struggle of the proletariat has to en-
counter brutal force—nay, the very existence and function-
ing of the revolutionary parties and organisations-are con-
fronted at every stage with terrific violence and repression
at the hands of the huge police and the military machine of
the state. This state of affairs has today become a rule rather
than an exception. The entire course of history in the post-
second world war period confirms this truth and no revolu-
tion in any of the continents of Asia, Africa, Latin America
and Europe was allowed by the bourgeoisie to take to the
peaceful path, and lakhs of freedom-fighters and proletarian
revolutionaries in several countries are being butchered by
the bourgeois police and military.

In the face of these facts, the first question that obviously
arises is, whether it is permissible for any Marxist-Leninist
to examine the question of forms of transition of socialist
revolution and national liberation revolution in isolatiun from
the monopoly capitalist state or states in question.

Our answer should be clear and categorical, that it is
utterly un-Marxian to discuss the issue of revolution in iso-
lation from the state. If Marxism-Leninism has come to the
conclusion that the capitalist class by resorting to violence
on the working class compels the latter to resort to the use
of counter-violence it is precisely after a thorough and penetrat-
ing analysis of the role of the state in general, and the bour-
geois state in particular, and not otherwise.

If Marx and Engels during the 1870’s made exceptions of
the USA and Britain from this universal law, they did so
only after a concrete examination of the two bourgeois states
in question, where militarism had not yet developed to high
proportions, where standing armies were not built and hence
there was a possibility of the workers reaching their goal of
socialism by peaceful means.
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If Lenin after studying the development of capitalism to
the'stage of monopoly. capitalism and imperialism asserted
that the above exceptions conceived by Marx and Engels in
1870 to the USA and Britain would no more hold valid, it
was precisely based on the concrete study and analysis of
the state apparatuses of the USA and Britain which had
developed militarism to enormous proportions.

Similarly, if Lenin visualised the possibility of a peaceful
transition of the revolution in Russia as an exception during
the period between April and July 1917, it was done only
after the concrete analysis of the state and revolution at that
stage, when the arms were in the hands of the masses, when
the state was not in a position to use armed force against the
proletariat, and when a ‘dual power’ came to exist in the
process of revolution in the form of armed workers, peas-
ants and soldiers’ soviets and the bourgeois provisional
government.

The thesis of peaceful transition advocated by the mod-
ern revisionists has nothing in common with either Marx-
ism-Leninism or its tested method of examining the question
concretely, i.e., in relation to the state and its police-mili-
tary apparatus. The enunciation and advocacy of this utterly
revisionist thesis is nothing but giving encomiums to the
bourgeoisie and its peace-loving and democratic character,
intended to ideologically disarm and disorientate the revolu-
tionary proletariat, and a downright betrayal of Marxist-
Leninist teachings on the state and revolution.

To conclude, there is no denying the fact that the prole-
tariat*would prefer to achieve the revolution and win power
by peaceful means. Marx, Engels and Lenin, as thé foremost
leaders of the world proletariat, did strive to achieve the
socialist revolution by peaceful means wherever and when-
ever such an opportunity did open before them without al-
lowing it to be missed.

Guided by their great teachings and their practice, our
Party, as correctly incorporated in our Party Programme,
“strives to achieve the establishment of People’s Democracy
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and socialist transformation through peaceful means” while,
of course, not forgetting for a moment that the ruling cladses
seek to bar this road at every turn by resorting to violence
and terror and hence the need to be ever vigilant and pre-

pared to meet all such exigencies.

The Concept of National Democracy

and Non-Capitalist Path

Equally revisionist and avowedly right opportunist is the
thesis of the so-called non-capitalist path and National De-
mocracy that is being advocated and practised by the mod-
ern revisionists as a new transitional form for socialist revo-
lution, a thesis that negates the concept of proletarian hege-
mony and advocates joint hegemony along with the bour-
geoisie to effect socialist transition, a thesis that distorts the
Leninist concept regarding the new possiblities of skipping
the stage of capitalist relations for backward countries, to
reach socialism.

It is true that the issue—whether the capitalist stage of
development is inevitable for the backward nations which
are liberating themselves after the first world war and the
victorious October socialist revolution, to march to socialist
development—was seriously debated at the Second Congress
of the Third International, held in the middle of 1920. Lenin
answered this question and the Second Congress hid en-
dorsed his thesis on the subject. He argued “that the prolet-
ariat of the advanced countries can and should assist the
labouring masses of the backward countries and the back-
ward countries can develop and emerge from their present
state when the victorious proletariat of the Soviet Republics
extends a helping hand to these masses and is in a position
to give them suppoort”; he observed that, “if the victorious
revolutionary proletariat conducts systematic propaganda
among them [meaning the masses of the backward coun-
tries—C.C.] while the Soviet Government comes to their
assistance with all the means at their command” then it
would be possible to avoid the stage of capitalist development



Ideological Resolution of the CPI(M) 79

before reaching socialism. He summed up his thesis saying
that “the Communist International should advance and theo-
retically substantiate the proposition that these backward
countries can, with the aid of the proletariat of the advanced
couniries, go over to the Soviet system and, through definite
stages of davelopment, to communism, without having to
pass threugh the capitalist stage” (Lenin: Report of the
Commission on the National and Colonial Question).

This thesis of the Communist International is totally dis-
torted and vulgarised by the modern revisionists and is sought
to be interpreted as the so-called “non-capitalist path” opened
up for almost all the newly liberated countries of the world.
Instead of “assisting the labouring masses of these coun-
tries”, the assistance to the capitalists of these countries to
develop capitalism is painted as Soviet aid for non-capitalist
path; instead of emphasising the need for proletarian hege-
meny it seeks to compromise the principle and advocate the
opportunist concept of the joint hegemony of the workers
and the capitalists—sometimes even the hegemony of the
capitalists; and, in short, it seeks to abandon the need for
the dictatorship of the proletariat in the transition from cap-
italism to socialism.

Our Party, as enunciated clearly in our Party Programme,
very correctly rejected the applicability of this thesis to our
country, and in view of the experience demonstrated throughout
the world since this infamous thesis was evolved a decade
ago, it will have to unhesitatingly reject this entire thesis as
a gross right-opportunist and class-collaborationist one.

1Y

The Trio that Works Out into a
Full-Fledged Line of Class Collaboration

The concepts of peaceful coexistence, peaceful economic
competition and peaceful transition as propounded by
Khrushchov at the 20th Congress of the CPSU and as inter-
preted, elaborated and practised by the modern revisionists
are, with every passing day, being rendered into a fully worked
out line of class conciliation and collaboration on a global
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plane. Since these revisionist concepts are advanced, and
practised by the leadership of a Communist Party whicn is
heading the first socialist state which has grown economi-
cally, politically and militarily into a mighty and formidable
force, its repercussions on the worldwide struggle for peace,
democracy and socialism are really devastating.

While stating that the main and decisive contcnt of the
new epoch is the struggle between the two opposite social
systems of the world, the system of socialism and imperial-
ism, and while also accepting that the U.S. imperialists, heading
the camp of world reaction, have become the chief aggres-
sor, exploiter and main enemy of the world people at this
stage, the leaders of the CPSU, in utter contradiction to
these propositions, are seeking amity and peace with the
U.S., striving for cooperation and collaboration in the main-
tenance of so-called world peace, in the functioning of UNO
to transform it into a real world people’s tribune, in the
struggle for banning of nuclear weapons, for their non-pro-
liferation and disarmament, in the programme for space
research, in eliminating and weeding out all seedbeds of
‘local wars’, and in assisting the dependent and backward
countries in overcoming their poverty and misery, and so on
and so forth. Thus instead of an irreconcilable struggle—
economic, political, ideological, military—as the main form
and content of struggle between the two systems, a regular
hunt for discovering areas of everwider cooperation and
collaboration with the U.S. is on by the revisionist leader-
ship of the Soviet Union. The fundamental aspect is sought
to be relegated to a subordinate and secondary position while
the cooperation and collaboration aspect is being thrust to
the forefront. Today, this bankrupt revisionist line of the
Soviet leaders has assumed such absurd proportions that it
is glaringly seen and understood by every intelligent student
of politics in the world, let alone the Marxist-Leninists as
more and more a line of conciliation, compromise and col-
laboration between the two great powers, the USSR and the
USA, a line which objectively preserves and perpetuates the
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international status quo and as a line which summarily aban-
dohs the revolutionary class struggle of the international
proletariat. No amount of sophistry and use of high-flown
phrases such as “world peace” and the “averting of the dan-
ger of nuclear war”, and that in pursuit of it they are fight-
ing for the success of the line of peaceful coexistence, peaceful
economic competition and for peaceful transition to social-
ism, etc., can hide the ugly truth that it is appeasement of
imperialism all along the line and objectively abetting it at
every step.

However, our criticism of the compromising and collabo-
rationist policies pursued by the revisionist leadership of the
CPSU and the Soviet state does in no way imply the totally
erroneous idea that the Soviet Union has become an ally of
U.S. imperialism or is working for sharing world hegemony
with American imperialism and for the division of spheres
of influence in the world, as this is tantamount to nothing
short of placing the Soviet Union outside the socialist camp.

The sum total of this right-opportunist line pursued by
the Soviet leaders is that the aggressive propensities and
expansionist activities of U.S. imperialism are more and more
increasing, that the danger to world peace, peaceful coexist-
ence of states at the hands of the imperialists is daily grow-
ing and the worldwide revolutionary struggle against impe-
rialistn, for peace, democracy, independence and socialism,
is disrupted and disorganized.

Marxism-Leninism and the interests of the world prolet-
arian struggle for socialism and enduring peace on earth
demand that these revisionist concepts are decisively rejected
as pernicious concepts, concepts that seek to substitute the
class struggle with class conciliation and collaboration.

It should be said that the Communist Party of China has
rendered yeoman service to the world working class and
Communist movement in fighting against this menace of
modern revisionism and in defence of Marxism-Leninism.
Modern revisionism led by Khrushchov and pursued by the
present CPSU leaders has done the greatest damage to the
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cause of the working class and Communist movement in the
world. '

But in spite of it, the forces of Marxism-Leninism will
triumph. It will not be possible for the modern revisionists
to change the course of development of history. Witk the
impact of the new epoch and the fundamental change brought
about in the balance of forces, the struggle for national lib-
eration, people’s democracy and socialism will increasingly
forge ahead and bring the proletarian world revolution step
by step to victory.

On the Issue of People’s State and
People’s Party in the Soviet Union

The 22nd Congress of the CPSU, basing on the assumption
that socialism had triumphed completely and finally in the
Soviet Union, came to the conclusion that the conditions
which necessitated the dictatorship of the proletariat in the
Soviet Union had disappeared and its domestic purpose ful-
filled. It proceeded to announce that the working class of
the Soviet Union had “transformed the state of proletarian
dictatorship into a state of the whole people”. ‘

At the outset, it is to be categorically stated that the
entire outlook governing this decision, the language used
for describing the new concept and the non-class and un-
Marxian analysis of the Soviet society in the present inter-
national background that forms the content of the new con-
cept have nothing in common with Marxism-Leninism.

The dictatorship of the proletariat as conceived by Marx
and Engels and developed by Lenin is a phenomenon visualised
for the entire historical period of transition from capitalism
to socialism, since this period after the capture of power by
the proletariat to that of complete abolition of the bour-
geoisie is a “period of an unprecedented violent class struggle
in unprecedented acute form”. As Lenin puts it, “classes
remain and will remain in the era of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and when classes disappear the dictatorship will
become unnecessary”.
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Every student of Marxism-Leninism is fully aware of the
fact how the founders of this science contemptuously re-
jected the terminology of a ‘people’s state’, and pointed out
that every state is a class state and there is not, nor can there
be, 2 non-class state. And yet the Soviet leaders have chosen
the term ‘people’s state’.

Simibarly the Soviet leaders say that they have ‘trans-
formed’ the proletarian state into a ‘state of the whole people’.
Marxist-Leninist science speaks of the proletarian state
‘withering away’ in the course of the fulfilment of its class
tasks and the building of socialism and communism but does
not talk of ‘transformation’ by decrees from the rostrums of
Party Congresses.

When does the proletarian state begin to wither away?
“When all have learned to administer and actually do inde-
pendently administer social production, independently keep
accounts and exercise control over the idlers, the gentlefolk,
the swindlers and such like ‘guardians of capitalist tradi-
tions’, the escape from this popular accounting and control
will inevitably become so incredibly difficult, such a rare
exception, and will probably be accompanied by such swift
and severe punishment, that the necessity of observing the
simple, fundamental rules of human intercourse will very
soon become a habit”, “then the door will be wide open for
the ttansition from the first phase of communist society to
its higher phase, and with it to the complete withering away
of the state.”

Can the leaders of the CPSU dare say that the above
stagt of development has been reached in Soviet society? At
any rate the reports we read and the developments we under-
stand regarding the state of affairs in the Soviet Union can-
not convince us that such a degree of development has al-
ready taken place, that it is far from that.

The hollowness of the propounders of this new thesis is
exposed when they themselves again say that the present,
so-called, state of the people “is being retained because the
tasks which society can solve only with the aid of the state
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are not yet consummated”. It reduces itself to simple jugglery
with phrases to plead for the retention of the state to fulfil
certain social tasks and in the same breath argue that those
‘tasks’ are non-class tasks!

The revisionists maintain that the dictatorship of the'pro-
letariat is dissolved since “its domestic (internal) purposes
were fulfilled”, and the state of the whole people <s called
upon to discharge its external task, the task of defending
against capitalist and imperialist aggression. It is not correct
even to maintain that the tasks of the dictatorship for inter-
nal purposes have completely been fulfilled. May we ask the
question, what are these external tasks except the class tasks
of the proletariat to fight the international bourgeoisie for
the defence and completion of the world proletarian revolu-
tion? How can a state of the whole people, which is neither
fish nor fowl, cope with strictly proletarian international
tasks? It is impermissible that the concept of dictatorship of
the proletariat and its tasks are mechanically divided into
what is known as national and international, erecting a Chi-
nese wall between the two, reducing it into purely national
confines, while depriving it of its revolutionary deiinition
that it “is a detachment of the world army of socialism”. To
do so would be to depart from Marxism-Leninism and pro-
letarian internationalism.

To conclude, to indulge in the talk of transforming the
dictatorship of the proletariat into a state of the whole people
or in other words the abolition of the proletarian state, would
be a betrayal of Marxism-Leninism and treachery to the
working class. Until and unless the “whole society will have
become a single office and single factory, with equality of
labour and equality of pay”, until the difference between
mental and manual labour disappears, until the difference of
conditions of work or the workers in factories and peasants
in farms cease and until the worldwide victory of the pro-
letarian revolution is assured, no question can arise of aban-
doning the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Closely connected with the non-class revisionist concept
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of a people’s state is the concept of characterising the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union as the “party of the whole
people”. It is needless to reiterate that the Communist Party
as the revolutionary political organisation of the proletariat
is indispensable for the victory of the socialist revolution
and, for therentire historical stage of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. The dictatorship of the proletariat has to carry
on the struggle against all the overthrown capitalist class
enemies, to remould the whole of society, to eliminate the
last remnants of capitalism, to build the classless socialist
society and to fulfil the tasks of building full scale commu-
nism. These tasks can neither be discharged without the
leadership of the Communist Party, nor is it permissible to
dissolve the class party into an amorphous so-called non-
class “party of the whole people”. But the leadership of the
CPSU has discarded this Marxist-Leninist concept, just as it
discarded the concept of proletarian dictatorship.

On the Issue of Material
Incentives in the Soviet Union

There i$ a serious controversy on the issue of material incen-
tives and its meaning in a socialist state. The question is
not, as some people try to distortedly present it, one of
‘material incentives versus spiritual incentives’, or whether
there s place or not for material incentives in the process of
socialist and communist construction. The real question is,
why is it that special stress and emphasis on material incen-
tives for work have become necessary during the phase of
builJing communism after half a century of socialist con-
struction, and whether it squares with the expected socialist
and communist consciousness of the Soviet citizen.

It would be highly instructive to recall to our minds the
penetrating observations of Lenin regarding the nature of
real communist manner of work. He exhorts, “First show
that you are capable of working without remuneration in the
interest of society, in the interest of all the working people”;
characterises the communist spirit of work as one “constituting
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the labour of individuals on an extensive scale for the public
good”; and says that “Communism begins when the rank
and file workers display an enthusiastic concern” to “pro-
duction of goods, which do not accrue to the workers per-
sonally, or their ‘close’ kith and kin, but to their ‘distant’
kith and kin, i.e., to the society as a whole, to tens of hun-
dreds of millions of people united first in one sociafist state,
and then in a union of Soviet republics”.

But the present drive by the present leaders of the Soviet
state on the materialist incentives aspect, contrary to the one
emphasized by Lenin, raises the legitimate question whether
this would not lead to the moulding of working class
consciousness on the bourgeois basis of personal profit, indi-
vidual and selfish interests, etc. Theoretically speaking,
either proletarian communist ideas and consciousness would
grow stronger and stronger and defeat and eliminate bour-
geois habits, ideas and consciousness, or in its absence, the
latter would invade the former and stifle its growth and
development. The resort to capitalist incentives and ideas of
personal profit, in the final analysis, paves the way for the
restoration of a new type of capitalism, and harms the cause
of socialism and communism. This danger is all the more so
when the concept of material incentives is unduly emphasised
in a socialist society at a stage which they claim to be full-
scale construction of communism.

On the Issue of Stalin

and the So-called Cult of Personality

It is not our endeavour now to assess Stalin, his role and
contribution, his omissions and commissions, his failures
and successes and his unique contribution to the theory and
practice of socialism and communism. Nor is it our conten-
tion that there did not occur lapses and mistakes on his part
as the head of the first socialist state and the leader of the
world Communist movement for nearly thirty years after the
death of Lenin. The CPSU was perfectly entitled to self-
critically examine its past work and correct whatever short-
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comings and mistakes that had crept into its work of build-
ing socialism in the Soviet Union and discharging its re-
sponsibilities towards the world Communist movement. But
what was done, in the so-called secret report of Khruschov
on Stalin at the 20th Congress and the subsequent period
following it, is something far different from it. The fact that
the report was enthusiastically seized upon by the U.S.
imperialists and widely circulated by the different anti-com-
munist and reactionary agencies all over the world, the fact
that the leadership of the CPSU while formally refuting the
authenticity of such a report on the one hand made a piece-
meal corroboration of its contents through speeches and
writings in the Soviet press on the other, the fact that no
authoritative version has yet seen the light of day even a
decade after the 20th Congress and above all, the fact that
this ‘secret report’ on Stalin became more a weapon in the
hands of avowed enemies of communism in their effort to
tarnish the image of communism and to undermine the faith
of the people in the cause of Marxism-Leninism, than an
instrument in the hands of communists to learn from the
mistakes and to confidently march forward, speak volumes
against this notorious piece of work by Khrushchov. The
entire question of Stalin was dealt with as a question simply
connected with the Soviet Union, as a ‘private affair’ of the
CPSU and as an issue concerning the individual Stalin and
his merits and demerits. The biggest fact of history—that he
was destined to act as the spokesman of the CPSU and the
Communist International for decades following the death of
Lenih, to defend Marxism-Leninism from the attacks of right
and left-opportunist trends, to head the building of social-
ism in the Soviet Union and transform it into a mighty world
power, to lead the historic anti-fascist war to victory, to
rebuild rapidly the war-ravaged economy and industrial might
of the Soviet Union, and to lead the formation and function-
ing of the world socialist camp was sought to be simply
ignored, and a one-sided, distorted and subjective assess-
ment was made. To put it sharp, it was nothing short of an
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attempt to deliberately tear off pages covering thirty years
of history of the world Communist movement, and in a way
world history, which cannot be substituted with the rag of a
so-called ‘secret report’ by Khrushchov. No true Leninist
can succeed in the effort to carry forward the mantk of
Leninism if its steadfast and acknowledged defender for three
decades after Lenin is damagingly denigrated and .depicted
almost as a megalomaniac, a job that Khrushchov undertook
in vain and with disastrous results. In the name of fighting
the ‘cult of personality’, an anarchic trend of denouncing
the authority of men and their place in revolutionary move-
ments was freely fostered.

The Soviet revisionist leaders had not shown any concern
for the world Communist movement and the possible perni-
cious results of such a scandalous report on Stalin and did
not even care to have prior consultation and discussions with
at least the leading fraternal Communist Parties of the world
on the subject. Thus they provided grist to the mill of world
imperialism.

The total negation of Stalin by the leaders of modern
revisionism, we have to state, is closely linked wita their
assaults on a series of Marxist-Leninist theories and propo-
sitions on imperialism, on war and peace, on the concepts of
proletarian hegemony and dictatorship of the proletariat, on
the strategy and tactics of the revolutions in colonia: and
dependent countries, and on the nature, character and role of
the Communist Party.

In spite of all the efforts of modern revisionists, Stalin’s
name will continue to be inseparable from Marxism-Leninism.

On Yugoslav Revisionism

The anti-Marxist-Leninist views of the Yugoslav revisionists
were subjected to thorough criticism by the world Commu-
nist movement when they came with their full-fledged revi-
sionist programme in 1958. They had earlier refused to ac-
cept the 1957 Moscow Declaration. Eighty-one Communist
and Workers’ Parties in their Moscow Conference in 1960
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discussed the situation and while reiterating the position
taken in the Declaration they nailed down Yugoslav revi-
sionism in the following words:

“The Communist Parties have unanimously condemned
the Yugoslav variety of international opportunism, a variety
of modern revisionist ‘theories’ in concentrated form. After
betraying Marxism-Leninism, which they termed obsolete,
the leaders of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia opposed
their anti-Leninist revisionist programme to the Declaration
of 1957; they set the LCY against the international Commun-
ist movement as a whole, severed their country from the
socialist camp, made it dependent on so-called ‘aid’ from
the U.S. and other imperialists, and thereby exposed the
Yugoslav people to the danger of losing the revolutionary
gains achieved through heroic struggle. The Yugoslav revi-
sionists carry on subversive work against the socialist camp
and the world Communist movement. Under the pretext of
an extra-bloc policy they engage in activities which preju-
dice the unity of all peace-loving forces and countries. Fur-
ther exposure of the leaders of Yugoslav revisionists and
active struggle to safeguard the communist movement and
the working class movement from the anti-Leninist ideas of
the Yugoslav revisionists remains an essential task of the
Marxist-Leninist Parties...”

HoWwever, within a few months after signing of this state-
ment, the revisionist leadership of the CPSU had gone back
from this understanding and recognized Yugoslavia as a
socialist state and later on established party-to-party rela-
tions"with the League of Yugoslav Communists. It is not for
nothing that the Soviet leadership has gone back from this
understanding of the international Communist movement.

On the Slogan of Unity in Action

The slogan of unity in action emanates from the present-day
objective situation, from the general line of the international
Communist movement which is one of forming a broad united
front with the socialist camp and the international proletariat
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as its nucleus to oppose imperialists and reactionaries headed
by U.S. imperialism, a line of boldly arousing the masses,
expanding the revolutionary forces, winning over the middle
forces and isolating the reactionary forces.

The Soviet leadership had been refusing to take united
action against American imperialist aggression.in Vietnam
and had even talked of disengaging itself from itsccommit-
ments in Southeast Asia. But the Communists and revolu-
tionaries all over the world demanded united action and active
defence of Vietnam.

Further, with the advancement of the liberation struggle
of Vietnam which became the rallying point of progressive
mankind against U.S. imperialism, the revisionist leadership
of the Soviet Union itself came forward with the slogan of
unity in action in its manoeuvre to avoid isolation from the
currents of anti-imperialism.

To be more clear and precise, it is a call by the Soviet
leaders to the Chinese Communist Party and government
leaders, that the two big socialist states, the USSR and the
People’s Republic of China, should work out a plan of united
action against American aggression on Vietnam, notwith-
standing the sharp division on several ideological-political
issues between them.

The Chinese Communist Party rejected this proposal on
the following grounds: (a) that the attitude taken by the
Soviet leaders to the U.S. aggression in Vietnam over a number
of years in the past as well as the present is dubious; (b) that
the Soviet leadership has been conspiring to impose a hu-
miliating peace on Vietnam and thus betray the national lib-
eration revolution of the Vietnamese people; (c) that the
material help rendered by the Soviet Union to Vietnam is
nominal and is not commensurate with the strength of the
Soviet state; (d) that “in contemporary world, opposition to
or alliance with U.S. imperialism constitutes the hallmark
for deciding whether or not a political force can be included
in the united front against the U.S.”, that “the new leaders
of the CPSU have destroyed the basis for international
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proletarian unity, and they transpose enemies and friends
and persist in the line of Soviet-U.S. collaboration for world
domination” and hence it is not possible “for Marxist-Leninist
parties to take united action with them on the question of
Vietdam.” “On the question of handling our relations with
the enemiess and friends, whether to oppose or unite with
U.S. imperialism”; “and there are things that divide us and
nothing that unites us, things that are antagonistic and noth-
ing that is common” and as such the contradiction between
the two is an antagonistic contradiction, and hence unity in
action with them is ruled out.

A serious debate is on in the world Communist move-
ment as to the correctness or otherwise of the stand taken by
the Chinese Communist Party on this issue of united action.

A careful analysis of the developments of Vietnam’s lib-
eration war against the U.S. imperialists during the last several
years clearly demonstrates the truth that the attitude adopted
to it by the Soviet Union and the role it played is certainly
disappointing and is not what is rightly expected of a lead-
ing and mighty socialist state, i.e., the Soviet Union. For a
long tinle, there has been neither forthright condemnation of
U.S. aggression nor was timely and effective intervention
forthcoming. Things, at a stage, went so far as Khrushchov
publicly announcing the intention of the Soviet Government
to resign from the presidentship of the 1954 Geneva Confer-
ence and ‘disentangling’ itself from the whole of Southeast
Asia, thereby objectively encouraging the U.S. imperialists
to proceed with their aggressive plans against Vietnam with
impunity. Even after the acceptance of the five-point
programme of the South Vietnam National Front for Libera-
tion and the agreement with the North Vietnam Government
for increased material assistance by the Soviet Union, a sort
of ‘sitting on the fence’ policy is pursued, and the state-
ments issued, assistance rendered and the action proposed
by Soviet statesmen are not so unequivocal as to serve a
stern warning to the U.S. imperialists and to force the U.S.
to desist from its aggression. An examination of the entire
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course of developments leading to the present escalation of
the war against the Democratic Republic of Vietnam by the
U.S. cannot but compel one to conclude that the Soviet
Government is guided by the thesis of ‘local wars in danger
of growing into a world war’ and consequently takes *hesi-
tant, halting and compromising steps, and males repeated
attempts at restoring some kind of peace in Vietnam in com-
pliance with the U.S. aggressors—all of which has gone
only to abet and encourage the American expansionists rather
than in restoring real peace in Vietnam.

The stark reality, today, is that the small socialist repub-
lic of North Vietnam, together with its patriotic fighters in
South Vietnam, is fighting alone against U.S. aggression and
is making unheard of sacrifices, notwithstanding the fact
that she is a member of the world socialist camp which has
become a formidable force in the present era. Of course, it
is true that it is getting enormous material assistance and
moral support from the socialist camp, but not its direct and
united intervention to drive out the aggressor.

The North Vietnamese Government and its ruling Work-
ers’ Party, taking into account the great ideological-political
gulf that divides the two mighty socialist states of the world,
the Soviet Union and People’s China, do not think it prudent
to raise the slogan of unity in action as an immediate and
practicable one and, instead, is appealing to both the Soviet
Union and China and all other socialist states to render inde-
pendently maximum material and political assistance in the
war of liberation against American imperialism. But the free-
dom-lovers and proletarian revolutionaries of the whole %orld
are extremely concerned and agitated over the brutal, fascist
war on the Vietnamese people and desire united action by the
socialist states, particularly the Soviet Union and China, so
that the aggressors might be speedily driven out and peace
restored in Vietnam. Our Party cannot but share this legiti-
mate urge of the people, all over the world, and eagerly look
for such a heartening development as soon as possible.

While passionately desiring united action against imperialist
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aggression, it cannot but take serious note of the fact that
the unity in action proposed in this concrete case is nothing
short of military action with its own serious consequences,
and such a united military action demands minimum mutual
confidence between the states and parties which are partici-
pants in that united action. Nobody in his senses who is
following ' the developments in the international Communist
movement and Sino-Soviet relations in particular can imagine
that such minimum mutual confidence exists between the
Soviet and Chinese leaders.

In this connection one cannot but recall to memory a
chain of events that have embittered Sino-Soviet relations to
the point of a serious split between the two. The high-handed
manner in which the leadership of the CPSU revised a series
of Marxist-Leninist propositions at the 20th Congress and
sought to arbitrarily impose its understanding on fraternal
parties, the open denunciation of the Chinese C.P. by
Khrushchov at Bucharest in 1960 after it expressed its serious
ideological differences with the CPSU, the blatant violations
of fraternal socialist relations by the Soviet leaders through
the stoppage of aid, annuling agreements mutually entered
into and sudden withdrawal of the Soviet technicians from
China, the unashamed backing out from the Sino-Soviet
agreement to share the technical know-how of atomic weap-
ons, tife test-ban treaty that was signed and the proposed
treaty of non-proliferation to be signed by the Soviet leaders
with the USA and Britain by-passing China and in the teeth
of its opposition, the Soviet leaders’ refusal to help China to
acquir® the latest military techniques and to develop its military
capability to meet the American atomic and rocket menace,
the most vicious international campaign organized by the
Soviet Party and Government to isolate it and pressurize it
into submission and a host of similar steps and actions de-
liberately perpetrated by them to damn the Chinese Com-
munists as warmongers and traitors to the cause of social-
ism, cannot be wiped out with the stroke of a pen by issuing
the slogan, “let us unite in action™ against U.S. aggression.



94 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

The Soviet leaders, if they are really earnest and serious
about Sino-Soviet united action against U.S. imperialism,
will have to resort to bilateral talks with the Chinese leaders
in order to clear up the mess that has been created, will have
to abandon the facile notion of maintaining world peice in
collaboration with the most aggressive U.S. imperialistg, and
will have to realise that their struggle for so-calted peace,
freedom and socialism in the world without socialist China
is more unreal and absurd than the stupid U.S. concept of
UNO and world politics by-passing People’s China, a fourth
of the world’s population.

A series of initial steps are required to prepare the ground
for such unity of the socialist camp and the international
Communist movement. Without the preliminary necessary
steps and preparations for unity in action, the slogan of united
action, as advanced by the Soviet leaders as a slogan of
immediate action, loses its meaning and significance and
reduces itself to one of scoring points and deceiving the
gullible.

Notwithstanding this, acceptance of the proposal for a
meeting of representatives of North Vietnam, Sovfet Union
and China and participation in such a meeting would have
helped the process of putting to test the Soviet proposals of
Jjoint action, to test the Soviet professions for helping Vietnam
and served to enlighten the peoples of all countries.

However, our Party cannot subscribe to the view that the
slogan of unity in action between the USSR and PRC is
wrong in principle on the ground that the USSR is headed
by a revisionist leadership. The very concepts of united front,
united action, etc., advocated by Communists presuppose
action against a common enemy, at a particular stage of
development, togethér with several other classes and parties
with whom the proletariat has its contradictions, including
antagonistic contradictions, at times. Communists in pursu-
ing the political line of united front and united action do not
address themselves only to the leaders of political parties
and organisations but principally to the masses behind them.
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It {s wrong not to distinguish between the leaders and the
masses following them, and to identify the views of the
leaders with those of the classes and masses behind them.
Hence to rule out in principle the slogan of unity in action
with“political parties or states on the ground that those par-
ties or states in question are headed by revisionists restricts
the scope’ of unity with all those with whom it is possible to
unite, while singling out and isolating the most immediate
and hated enemy.

In this particular case, i.e., the Soviet leaders whom we, too,
consider as the advocates of modern revisionism, the question
of unity in action is interwoven with the Soviet state and its
people, as these leaders happen to head that state at present.
The outright rejection of the slogan of united action as unprin-
cipled, on the ground that such unity in action implies unity
between revisionists and Marxist-Leninists is, objectively, tan-
tamount to making a present of that state and its people to the
revisionists, instead of isolating the revisionists. While appre-
ciating the inmumerable obstacles that stand in the way at
present, for the immediate realisation of the slogan of united
action b&ween the Soviet and Chinese governments, and while
entertaining no such illusions that such united action can
materialize if the struggle to realise it is carried on in the
manner the Soviet leaders are at present carrying it on, we do
cherisf this concept and eagerly work for its materialisation,
so that the bleeding Vietnamese people might in their just war
of national liberation together with the states of the socialist
camp .rout the armies of imperialist intervention.

On the Issue of Correct Relations
between Fraternal Communist Parties

The relations between fraternal Communist Parties and the
Marxist-Leninist principle that should guide these relations
are a very important question. In theory all appear to accept
that all Communist Parties are independent and equal, that
there should be no false idea of so-called high-ranking and
subordinate Parties, that there can be no interference in the
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internal affairs of other Parties and that they should build
their Party-to-Party relations on the basis of proletarian in-
ternationalism and mutual assistance. But in actual life and
experience this salutary principle is often violated, and such
violations, when they take place, from big Parties ana Par-
ties in state power, become all the more grave, striking hard
at the very principle of independence and equality of frater-
nal Communist Parties.

The second important question, of course, closely con-
nected with the first as stated above, is regarding the relation
between the foreign policy of socialist states in regard to one
or the other capitalist state and the internal policy of the
Communist Party operating in the concerned capitalist state.

It is an accepted Marxist-Leninist dictum that notwith-
standing the identity of aim between the different Commun-
ist Parties of the world, the tactical positions of all these
Parties need not necessarily be identical, even on the same
concrete question. Any number of examples from the his-
tory of the world Communist movement can be cited to
show the absolute correctness of this proposition. All at-
tempts to disregard such exigencies and dub these tactics as
the tactics of the ‘dualists’ and as tactics of defeating the
‘monist’ action of the world working class were ridiculed by
Lenin, while showing the inner consistency in the pursuing
of different tactics by different proletarian parties, based on
the concrete conditions of the arena of their operation.

This issue of divergence in the tactical positions of dif-
ferent Communist Parties gets all the more complex and
emphasised when it becomes a question of tactics ‘to be
pursued by the Communist Parties in state power and the
Parties still struggling for power. Proletarian international-
ism makes it obligatory for all the contingents of the world
Communist movement to support each other in the struggle
for socialism and against imperialism, and it applies equally
to the Parties in power as well as the Parties without power.
But, as aptly put in the report of the Seventh Congress of
the Third International, “this identity of aim by no means
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signifies that at every given moment there must be a com-
plete coincidence in all acts and on all questions between
the tactics of the proletariat and Communist Parties that are
still struggling for power and the concrete measures of the
Soviet proletariat and the CPSU which already have power
in their hands in the Soviet Union”.

All Communists should bear this in mind during their
work while, of course, guarding against the opportunist and
class-collaborationist distortion of this dictum, distortion with
a view to rallying behind one’s own bourgeois government
and in opposition to one or the other socialist state and thus
adopting a national-chauvinist outlook outright abandoning
proletarian internationalism.

Here, again, all this is admitted in theory while in actual
practice an irresistible tendency is frequently manifested—
the tendency of subordinating the internal class policy of the
Party without power to that of the needs of the foreign policy
relations of one or the other big socialist state and its ruling
Communist Party.

Unless and until these two serious errors are rectified, real,
durablesand lasting fraternal relations and unity between the
world’s Communist Parties, on the basis of Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism, is inconceivable.

A working class party can play the role of revolutionary
party *only if it is firmly based on Marxism-Leninism and
proletarian internationalism, only if it can, as correctly put
by the CPC, “use its brains to think for itself and acquire an
accurate knowledge of the trends of the different classes in
its own country through serious investigation and study, and
know how to apply the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism
and integrate it with the concrete practice of its own coun-
try”, and does not “parrot the words of others, copies for-
eign experience without analysis, runs hither and thither in
response to the baton of certain persons abroad”, and “becomes
a hotch-potch of revisionism and dogmatism and everything
but Marxist-Leninist principles”.

It should be emphasised that if certain individual

Vol. X1I-7



98 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

contingents of the international Communist movement prove
immature or weak in discharging the tasks as described above,
they can get over these weaknesses by learning from their
own mistakes and through their own experience, in the main,
and no outside Party, however big and experienced; can
substitute itself for this task, and hence it is extremely harmful
to try to dictate, and guide the work of another Party. It is
all the more so in the case of big Parties in power, as it
would, first, subject the Parties in question to the reaction-
ary slander of being ‘led’ by either Peking or Moscow, and,
secondly, such attempts prove harmful as the political-tacti-
cal line thus imposed, more often, is not based on the con-
crete study and painstaking investigation of concrete class
relations obtaining in the country in question. Such interfer-
ence may be permissible in extraordinary circumstances, when
a Party and its political line goes completely on to the wrong
track, when friendly fraternal criticism is rejected and when
there is no other alternative left except to openly express
criticism. However, this should be an exception.

Our Party notes with extreme regret, that this sound pro-
letarian internationalist principle which should guide the re-
lations between Parties is violated by big Parties, of course,
either under the pretext of some creative Marxism of theirs
or under the totally erroneous notion that they alone can think,
not only for themselves, but for all other Parties of the wvorld.
The glaring example is the leadership of the CPSU, after its
20th Congress, which began to assert that its thesis is the
programme for the entire world Communist movement, and
used and is using all its might to force it on every other Party
in the world. Another big Communist Party, the CPC, which
correctly pointed out and fought against this dangerous ten-
dency on the part of the CPSU leaders and is bearing the
main brunt of fighting modern revisionism, is also, some-
times, found to disregard this principle. Our Party, while modest
enough to learn from the achievements and mistakes of all
other fraternal Parties of the world, should guard itself against
any such outside interference and jealously defend its
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ingependence and its independent political line. Any depar-
ture from this sound principle and practice would prove di-
sastrous to the unity, growth and progress of our Party.

Carry On the Fight against Revisionism,
Guz}rd agajnst Left-Sectarian Deviation

Before closing the present document dealing with modern
revisionism as the main danger in the international Commu-
nist movement at the present juncture, our Party cannot be
oblivious of the fact that there also exist certain dogmatic
and Left-sectarian trends in some Parties on certain issues
connected with the revolutionary movement of the prole-
tariat. While fighting against modern revisionism as the main
danger facing the world Communist movement as well as
our Party, it cannot but seriously warn itself against slipping
into Left opportunism and sectarian errors.

What does it mean when we say that revisionism and
right opportunism constitute the main danger in our Party?

Though our Party has decisively broken with the revi-
sionists, it cannot be said that we have shed everything of
revisioftism. The legacies of the past decade or more of our
Party activity which was dominated by revisionism both in
theory and practice still persist in our Party too. It is true
that we discarded revisionism in our strategy and tactics in
the Ptogramme we adopted at the Seventh Party Congress
and the line we chalked out in the “New Situation and Party’s
Tasks”, “The Tasks on the Kisan Front” and “The Tasks on
the Trade Union Front”. But in practice as we go on imple-
menting these documents, we find ourselves repeatedly coming
across revisionist tendencies that come in the way of class
orientation, outlook, and class struggles and reformist illu-
sions in elections and alien methods in Party organisational
activity. This has to be seriously taken note of and the present
effort of ours to settle accounts with modern revisionism on
other ideological issues should be availed of for a complete
working class orientation in the matter of our day-to-day
thinking and activity.
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While tracing and liquidating the hated legacies of re-
formism and revisionism in all its manifestations, a fight
still far from complete in our Party and without carrying
which it becomes doubly difficult to fight against the rising
Left-dogmatic trends, and while not minimising the possible
recurrence of reformist mistakes in our united front tactics
and in running of the coalition ministries in some siates, we
cannot ignore or treat lightly certain sectarian, dogmatic and
adventurist tendencies manifesting in some Party circles. They
express in the form of challenging the Party Programme, in
opposing the political-tactical line of the Party, in advancing
infantile and adventurist forms of struggle and finally, in the
open defiance of Party norms and forms, its discipline and
democratic centralism. Some of the advocates of the sectar-
ian line have even embarked upon slandering the Party’s
ideological-political line as a line of neo-revisionism, as another
substitution for the “old revisionists” of the Dangeite school,
and have hoisted the banner of revolt against our Party in
league with several shady characters and agents-provoca-
teurs. Merciless exposure and ruthless fight against these
tendencies and in defence of the Party’s Programme;' politi-
cal line and organisation are the elementary duty of every
conscious Communist and the entire Party.

In fighting against the evils of right opportunism or Left
dogmatism, and in defending Marxism-Leninism one has to
be clearly aware of the truth that right reformism and Left
dogmatism are not antipodes but are twins, and often go
hand in hand with each other. As Lenin sharply puts it,
“anarchism was not infrequently a sort of punishment for
the opportunist sins of the working class movement; the two
monsters complemented each other”.

While analysing the basic sources of revisionism, whether
of the right category or the Left variety, Marxist-Leninists
maintain that “bourgeois influence is the inner source of
revisionism, and capitulation under imperialist pressure is
its external source”. Not content with this generalisation, we
should also address ourselves to the concrete examination of
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the phenomenon in our own country and our Party. Ours is
a country with a predominant petty-bourgeois class compo-
sition. Petty-bourgeois ideas, conceptions and illusions, in
no small way, invade and influence the working class of our
country, since ever-growing new entrants into the ranks of
the working class would carry these prejudices along with
them, besides the insufficient political consciousness of the
organised working class. Lastly the class composition of our
Party, and particularly of its leadership at different levels, is
still predominantly of petty-bourgeois origin, and its schooling
and tempering in Marxist-Leninist theory and ideology are
deplorably inadequate. For these reasons our Party remains
under the constant threat of being easily swayed into ex-
tremes either right-reformist or Left-adventurist errors. This
should never be lost sight of, and the entire experience of
our past history completely confirms this truth. Not only our
experience, but the experience of several other fraternal Parties
also prove that Left errors are liable to crop up in the course
of liquidating right mistakes, and right errors are liable to
crop up while correcting Left mistakes. Our Party will have
to be doubly vigilant and guard against these dangers.

Statement of the Central
Committee on Cultural Revolution

Sevetal comrades are raising the quesiton as to what our
attitude is towards the Chinese Cultural Revolution, and why
a section on this subject is not included in the present docu-
ment. Comrade M. Basavapunniah, in consultation with
mentbers of the Polit Bureau, had written an article in People s
Democracy, explaining our stand towards it. The Central
Committee, subsequently, endorsed it, that it would be our
official stand, until further comprehensive discussions, and
a decision is taken on the whole question. Hence, it would
be incorrect to include this topic in our Ideological Resolu-
tion, at this stage without such a discussion and decision.
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Other Resolutions Adopted
by the Central Plenum of the
CPI(M) at Burdwan, April 5-12, 1968*

(a) Homage to Martyrs

The Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) pays its homage to the brave mar-
tyrs who have fallen victims to police bullets in the recent
struggles of the toiling people.

In West Bengal during the people’s struggle against the
imposition of the puppet Ghosh Ministry 14 people were
shot dead.

In Kerala, Comrade C. P. Karunakaran of Kuttoor in
Cannanore district was murdered by Congress goondas on
Kerala Bandh Day in September last.

In the struggle of the tribal people of Srikakulam (Andhra)
for land, six girijans have been shot dead.

In the struggle of the tribal people of Tripura against
deprivation of their land, one brave Tripuri was killed by the
police.

In the struggle of poor peasants and agricultural labeurers
of Champaran district in Bihar for land, one peasant was
killed by the police.

During the struggle of the agricultural labourers of Tanjore
district in Tamilnad, one agricultural labourer was shot down
by the police.

In the struggle of the textile workers of Modinagar in
U.P,, six workers were shot down by the police.

The Plenum pledges that it will keep the memory of these

*Published in “PeopLE’s DEMOCRACY”, Calcutta, Aprii 21, 1968.
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brave martyrs green and will carry forward the cause for
9.
which they fell.

(b) Homage to Martin Luther King

The-Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Ingdia (Marxist) is shocked at the dastardly murder
of Martsn Luther King, leader of the American Negroes.
Martin King had dedicated his whole life to awakening his
entire people against the centuries of inhuman racial oppres-
sion and exploitation and the denial of human rights that
have been the lot of the Negro population in the U.S.

The monopolist ruling class of America who have been
pursuing this policy of inflicting inhuman suffering on the
Negro population in the interest of their super-profits, have
also used them as cannon-fodder in their dastardly war against
the brave people of Vietnam. During the last few years, the
entire Negro population of the U.S. has risen in wave after
wave of mass revolt in all the cities of the U.S., against
these policies of the ruling class, which has rocked the whole
of America.

The murder of Martin Luther King is an attempt by the
monopolist ruling class of America to strike terror into the
hearts of the Negroes and suppress their revolt.

The Plenum is confident that this cowardly murder of
Mar#n King will only further steel the determination of the
brave Negro population and spur on their surging tide of
revolt against oppression and exploitation.

The Plenum pays its homage to the memory of this brave
soneof the Negro people, Martin Luther King.

(c) On Repression against People’s Struggles

The Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) strongly condemns the brutal re-
pression let loose by the Congress Government in different
parts of the country against the people fighting for elemen-
tary demands.

In Tripura, the tribal people are being suppressed by brutal
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lathi-charges, tear-gassing and firings, and large-scale ar-
rests and detentions when they resist forcible grain-levies
from small peasants; when they resist eviction from their
traditional cultivation plots; and when they demand that their
traditional tribal lands be preserved for themselves by ap-
plying Schedule V of the Constitution. The Plenum demands
the release of all the persons arrested and detaired, spe-
cially Comrades Dasarath Dev, Biren Dutt, former MPs, and
Nripen Chakravarti and other leaders of the Tripura people
and withdrawal of all warrants.

In Andhra Pradesh, in Srikakulam district, the tribal peasants
whose lands were seized by landlords from outside, who are
subjected to usurious rent and forced labour, are fighting for
better wages, for cheap grains, food and for restoration of
their land. The Government has let loose a reign of terror to
bully the girijans, raping women, looting and destroying houses,
cordoning the area and preventing even foodgrains from reach-
ing the people; the landlords and police have already shot
and killed six of the girijans and have arrested nearly 800
persons and are hunting for the Communist leaders of the
girijans. The Plenum demands an immediate end to this police
terror and that the demands of the girijans be immediately
conceded.

In the Nalgonda, Warangal and Khammam districts of the
State, the landlords have let loose their goondas to attack
and murder kisan workers. Already they have murdered 15
persons. In some of the cases where the people tried to
defend themselves, the police came to the protection of the
goondas and opened fire on the people. Over 4,000 pevple
have been involved in cases. The Plenum demands an imme-
diate end to this police-landlord terror, the release of all
arrested persons and the withdrawal of all cases.

Repression was let loose in Champaran and Purnea in
Bihar on the poor peasants who want to cultivate wastelands
lying adjacent to forests. Their leaders are being arrested
and in Champaran one person was shot dead. Repression has
been let loose also on the adivasis in Sagabara, in the Broach
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district of Gujarat who are struggling to recover land ille-
ga]ly snatched away from them by landlords.

In Tanjore district in Madras, one agricultural worker was
shot dead and large-scale arrests of agricultural workers were
made when they were fighting for their wage demand.

The Plenum demands that all this repression be put an
end to aad the just demands of the peasants be conceded.

In West Bengal, specially in some districts of North Ben-
gal and 24-Parganas district, peasants who are conducting
their struggles for land and other class demands and against
eviction are subjected to severe repression and brutal attacks
from jotdars and Congressmen with the help of the police.
Hundreds of peasants and their leaders have been arrested in
various places, specially in the Siliguri and Sonarpur areas.
' The Plenum demands the release of all political detenus
and release of peasants and withdrawal of all cases in Sonarpur,
Siliguri, Naxalbari and other places, specially since police
reports during the U.F. Ministry were to the effect that the
cases in Naxalbari were not of a serious nature.

Thousands of people were arrested and brutal repression
launched against the people, specially in places like Calcutta
city, Rampurhat, Uttarpara, Krishnanagar, etc., during the
popular struggle against the traitor P. C. Ghosh Government.
A number of these people belonging to various political parties
are still being detained under the Preventive Detention Act
and are even denied the status of political prisoners.

Workers all over the country fighting for their demands
have had to face heavy repression. Police firing have killed
six Workers in Modinagar in U.P., five firebrick workers in
Mugma in Bihar and the police opened fire on Mysore Knitting
workers in Bangalore. Arrests, victimization etc., have be-
come rampant in the private collieries in the Dhanbad dis-
trict of Bihar and in West Bengal, in Durgapur and Belghoria
and on engineering and tea garden workers in West Bengal;
on transport workers at Calcutta and Bombay and textile
workers in Punjab. The Plenum demands an end to this
repression and redressal of workers’ grievances.
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A large number of State Government employees and
Communist leaders were arrested in Jammu and Kashmir.
There have been large-scale arrests of striking teachers in
Bihar. Trade union leaders in public sector undertakings in
Bangalore are being victimized for demanding D.A. at<Cen-
tral Government rates and hundreds of workers have been
involved in cases. The Plenum demands the release of all
arrested persons, withdrawal of all cases and reinstatement
of the victimized.

In Assam, Comrade Suren Hazarika, Secretary of the Jorhat
District Committee of the CPI(M), has been arrested and
detained on the baseless charge that he is in contact with the
Mizos and Nagas and is connected with subversive activities
to set up an independent Assam. The Plenum repudiates thlS
charge and demands his immediate release.

(d) On Newspaper Employees’ Strike

Newspaper employees all over the country will be going on
an indefinite strike from April 23 for the implementation of
Wage Board decisions regarding journalist and non-journal-
ist employees in the newspaper industry. The nev.spaper
employers, among whom are some of the monopolists and
big-bourgeois interests in the country, have refused to imple-
ment the Wage Board awards and have filed writ petitions
and appeals in the Supreme Court to get the awards quashed.

The Government of India, which is both legally as well
morally committed to the implementation of these awards,
has so far completely failed to bring necessary pressure on
the newspaper employers and has, in fact, indirectly entour-
aged the employers to defy the awards.

The employees in the newspaper industry, including work-
ing journalists, have thus been compelled to go on strike for
enforcement of their just demand. The Central Committee
Plenum of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) fully sup-
ports the demands of newspaper employees and strongly urges
upon the Government to take stern measures against newspa-
per employers who are refusing to implement the Wage Board
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award. This Plenum extends full support to the newspaper
employees in their just struggle against the newspaper barons.

{(e¢) On Communal Riots

The Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPI(M) notes
with concern the way in which the reactionary forces backed
by vested interests, and on many occasions encouraged di-
rectly by the Jana Sangh and R.S.S., by sections of the Con-
gress leaders, are letting loose communal riots to disrupt
democratic forces, and thus achieve their nefarious purpose.

The Ranchi and other communal riots in Bihar during
U.F. Ministry days; the Meerut communal riots in U.P. dur-
ing Sheikh Abdullah’s visit, and now in Allahabad; the
Karimganj and Tinsukia riots in Assam; the riots in Malegaon,
Sholapur, Aurangabad and Bhir in Maharashtra; in Ratlam
and Mandsaur in Madhya Pradesh; in Chikmagalur in Mysore;
and the latest outbreak of communal rioting in Calcutta city,
all against the Muslim minority, go to show the conspiracy
of reactionary forces.

In Kerala, near Trivandrum, a communal riot between the
Christian and Muslim communities was engineered by reac-
tionary forces to discredit the Kerala U.F. Ministry.

The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M) expresses its sympathy
to the victims of these communal riots. It calls upon the
demoxratic forces to stand by the minority communities and
defend their just and democratic rights against the onslaught
of reactionary forces.

The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M) appeals to all demo-
cratit forces and parties to unitedly fight the reactionary
forces, who by resorting to communal riots hope to disrupt
and destroy the democratic movement. The conspiracy of
these reactionary forces must be defeated so that the demo-
cratic life and even national integrity can be preserved.

(f) 150th Birth Anniversary of Karl Marx

This Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) calls upon all Party units and members
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to celebrate befittingly the hundred and fiftieth anniversary
of Karl Marx, founder of Communism, great revolutionary
leader of the international working class, who raised the
banner of proletarian internationalism, one of the greatest
men of all times. The all conquering power of his do¢trine
evolved in collaboration with another great man, Engels,
and enriched by the teachings of Lenin, is seen today in the
triumph of socialist revolution over one-third of the world.
Marxism-Leninism—the theory and tactics of the class struggle
of the proletariat—has become the unfailing guide of the
world working class striving for proletarian revolution. The
masses in advanced and backward countries alike are rally-
ing round its banner to achieve their final emancipation and
establishing a world without exploitation and war. In the
final phase of its inevitable advance this revolutionary doc-
trine is being threatened from within the working class
movement.

The revisionists deny the historical necessity of proletar-
ian revolution, create illusions about peaceful co-existence
of exploiting and exploited classes, about the peaceful trans-
formation of capitalism into socialism, and the peaceful lib-
eration of colonies; they deny the historical necessity of the
dictatorship of the proletariat during the period of transition
from capitalism to socialism, deny the leading role of the
Marxist-Leninist Party and its proletarian class character,
reject the principles of proletarian internationalism and call
for the rejection of the Leninist principles of Party organi-
zation and above all of democratic centralism, for trans-
forming the Communist Party from a militant revolutionary
organization into some kind of debating society. The poli-
cies of the revisionist leaders of the CPSU lead to the dis-
arming of the revolutionary forces at a time when their vic-
tory is drawing near.

It is, therefore, essential that a relentless and principled
fight is waged against this new challenge, and the purity of
the Marxist-Leninist doctrine maintained and its revolution-
ary essence preserved and strengthened so that it continues
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to guide the working class and the oppressed peoples and
nations to final victory.

While revisionism constitutes the main danger in the
working class movement, Marxist-Leninists cannot ignore
the rese of certain Left trends which also depart from Marx-
ism. Pretending to fight revisionism, this trend in reality
lands itsetf into subjectivism, and assails Marxism-Leninism
from the Left.

The celebration of the 150th anniversary of the birth of
Marx takes place in the midst of a gigantic struggle to res-
cue the great doctrine from distortions inside the working
class movement. It takes place at a time when the world
bourgeoisie, incapable of resisting Marxism-Leninism’s tri-
umphant march frontally, are waging an ideological war against
it by resorting to subterfuges, misrepresentation and distor-
tion. In this they are aided and abetted by the revisionist
heresies. The Plenum calls upon all Party members to ac-
cept this challenge and defend the Marxist-Leninist doctrine
and maintain its revolutionary purity. Let the anniversary be
the starting point for all Party members to go back to the
writingssof the great teacher, discipline their mind and plunge
into the ideological battle to rout all distortions of Marxism.

(g) Riots between Different Nationalities

An alarming development recently in our country has been
the resort by the reactionary elements to rousing national
animosities which have in some cases led to riots and loss
of lives and, above all, the disruption of the growing unity
of the toiling people. The ruling Congress party has had a
direct hand in this nefarious game.

The Central Congress Government with its unjust lan-
guage policy, refusal to concede the demand for autonomy
of the Mizos and Nagas, its wrong policy on Jammu and
Kashmir, and denial of States’ autonomy has been most guilty
in creating ill-feelings among the people inhabiting various
regions of the country.

The denial of equality of all languages and the imposition
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of Hindi by the Congress rulers has led to anti-Hindi agita-
tion in a number of States especially Tamilnad.

The legitimate oppsition of the Hindi-speaking people to
English being imposed on them is being sought to be di-
verted by interested groups to champion the cause of irapos-
ing Hindi on other linguistic groups, while in JTamilnad, in
the name of fighting the imposition of Hindi, some groups
are trying to divert it in support of English and to oppose
even voluntary learning of Hindi. Thus the unity of the toil-
ing masses and the integrity of India is being threatened.

In Assam, a Lachit Sena has come into existence, which
engineered riots against non-Assamese under the slogan of
“Assam for Assamese”. Further, it is well-known that the
State Congress rulers who are vehemently against giving the
hills people the autonomy which is their legitimate right,
had a hand in engineering these riots.

In Bombay, the Shiva Sena which has grown under Con-
gress patronage has been raising the worst chauvinistic feel-
ings in the name of protecting the interests of Maharashtrians
in jobs and services, and directly attacking the workers and
employees from Kerala and other South Indian States. En-
couraged and helped by the police, the Sena indulges in
intimidating and terroristic activities against the workers
from South India. The real purpose of this chauvinistic cam-
paign was soon revealed when the leaders of the Shiva Sena
declared opposition to Communism and our Party as their
main target. This chauvinism is intended to split the ranks
of Bombay’s multi-lingual working class, weaken it in its
immediate fight against the capitalists, undermine its°class
unity and pave the way for a direct attack against the Commu-
nist Party. The raids on working class meetings and Left
trade union offices and the constant propaganda against our
Party clearly reveal the real class purpose behind this chau-
vinism.

The Congress rulers of Maharashtra and Mysore are try-
ing to pit the people of these States against one another in
the name of border disputes, river waters disputes, etc.
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In West Bengal, the reactionary vested interests and a
section of Congress leaders are making attempts to create
ill-feelings and incite riots between the Bengali population
and people from other parts living in the State. In some
other- States also, the slogan of “sons of the soil should get
Jobs] is being made the cover to divert the wrath of the
people against growing unemployment created by Congress
policies to people from other States.

The growing unity of the toiling people against Congress
misrule is alarming the reactionary ruling classes and they
are resorting to various tactics to divert the attention of the
people. Communal riots, regional ill-feelings are all being
organized by them to disrupt the growing unity of the toil-
ing people.

The Left and democratic forces in the country have to
foil this game, fight against tyranny and for justice for all
people, and safeguard and strengthen the unity of the Indian
people to rally them in a solid phalanx against Congress
misrule.

(h) Defeat Congress in West Bengal

The Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) hails the glorious struggle and the
victory of the people of Bengal. The Plenum hails the work-
ing class of the State who went on a 48-hour general strike
immediately after the dismissal of the U.F. Ministry on
November 21 and again on November 30, the peasants and
intelligentsia, men and women and especially the heroic part
the stuadents and the youth played, under the leadership of
the U.F. of various democratic parties against the illegal
dismissal of the U.F. Ministry by the Central Congress Gov-
ernment nominated 1.C.S Governor, Mr. Dharma Vira, and
against the illegal defectors’ Ghosh Ministry.

They have forced the Central Government to dismiss the
Ghosh Ministry and order mid-term poll to seek anew the
people’s verdict. This was the course which our Party had
been advocating from July 1967 when the Congress had
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started to obtain defectors by hook or crook to topple the
U.F. Ministry.

Now, the attention of the people and of the democratic
parties, especially of those who had been constituents of the
U.F. Ministry and U.F. struggle, would naturally be directed
to preserve and strengthen the unity among the U.F. con-
stituents to give a crushing defeat to the Congress as had
been done in Kerala in 1967. The efforts of the Congress to
create a third front, by winning some constituents or other
of the U.F. Ministry must be defeated. A situation like that
of 1967, when democratic forces had got split into two fronts,
and allowed the Congress to run away with nearly 80 seats
more than it should have got, must be prevented from
developing.

The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M) is confident that this can
be achieved. The constituents of the U.F. Ministry are aware
from their own experience that with regard to every step that
the U.F. Ministry took to alleviate the sufferings of the people
in Bengal, the Central Government with all powers concen-
trated in their hand and with the help of bureaucracy came
in the way of their implementation. They realize that a radi-
cal change in Centre-State relations is necessary. The U.F.
Ministry along with the people must fight and force the
Central Government to give more financial resources to the
State Government and allow total control over the bureau-
cracy and drastically curb the power of the Central Govern-
ment to interfere with the States’ autonomy.

For this purpose, the 18-point programme must be con-
cretized in much greater detail, and the people are to be
educated from now on and during the whole election cam-
paign and later about the necessity of constant mass pres-
sure and struggle to make the Central Government concede
these rights, while our whole Party Programme should con-
tinue to be placed before the people.

Similarly, U F. parties must have realized that the Con-
gress raises the bogey of anti-Communism to undermine the
solidarity of democratic forces and even split certain sections
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from the U.F.; and certain individuals and sections being
carried away by such bogey or even showing vacillations,
had cost the U.F. Ministry heavily. Similarly, it must also
have been realized that any vacillation to defend the just
demands and struggles of peasants against landlords, and of
workers against their employers, led such elements later to
be influenced by the anti-Communist bogey raised by the
Congress and the vested interests.

The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M) is also confident be-
cause, before the constituents of U.F. Ministry the people’s
verdict on relative strength of parties in the U.F. Ministry, as
expressed by 1967 elections, is there and nobody can lay
exaggerated claims to seats. The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M)
approves the general principles advanced by our West Bengal
unit for allotting seats in the coming election. The seats won
by different parties, and the seats where they stood second
to the Congress, should go to that party concerned. Those
seats in which defections took place should be considered
by all parties together before allotment, particularly because
in many of the areas concerned the party or parties in the
name of which the seats were won have no organizational
hold and mass influence. People must be taken into confi-
dence from time to time regarding the standpoints of differ-
ent parties on the seats which are in dispute.

The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M) appeals to all demo-
cratic parties and forces to forge unity in action not only to
defeat the Congress during the elections, and restore the
popular U.F. Ministry with greater stability and with greater
unity of purpose, but also to wrest more powers for the
States from the Centre which alone will enable them to give
substantial relief to the people and defend democracy for
the people.

(i) On Centre’s Conspiracy against Kerala

The Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPI(M) re-
viewed the economic and political situation that is fast
developing in Kerala. The Central Government has been
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persistently failing to fulfil its commitments to supply 70,000
tons of rice on the basis of which the entire State was put
under statutory ration of six oz. of rice per adult per day,
when the single zone system was established, with the result
that the people of Kerala have been forced to satisfy them-
selves on a ration of three oz. of rice per day fof the lass ten
months. *

On top of it, the Central Government has withdrawn the
subsidy on rice, and increased the price for its supplies. If
the Kerala Government were to subsidize this increase in
price for the rice to be supplied by the Central Government,
the State Government would incur an expenditure of Rs. 25
crores per annum.

The CPI(M) has been staunchly advocating a national food
policy under which the Central Government should insist on
every State procuring all the surplus foodgrains from the top
ten per cent of the big landlords and ensure a minimum ra-
tion of 14 oz. per adult per day through a system of statutory
rationing in all urban and deficit and distress areas.

The Central Government, guided by the interests of land-
lords, hoarders and profiteers, has refused to undertake such
a national food policy. On the other hand, it has used the
Single-State food zone to starve the people of Kerala and to
discredit the U.F. Government and to topple it.

In these conditions, the only course left open to the'State
Government is to demand that it be allowed to purchase in
any part of India or outside the necessary quantity of rice
and other foodgrains and discharge its elementary responsi-
bility of supplying the people of the State a minimum of 12
oz. foodgrains per day on a no-profit-no loss basis.

The Central Government refuses to accept this demand
also. Under the circumstances, the C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M)
appreciates the policy of the Kerala Government not to raise
Fhe retail price of rice in the ration shops, despite the heavy
increase in the supply price by the Government of India.
The. CC Plenum of the CPI(M) wishes to point out that this
position cannot continue for long. Very soon, the alternative
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posed before the State Government by these diabolical poli-
cies of the Central Government will be either it will be
forced to increase the price of rationed rice or to face finan-
cial bankruptcy within the next four months.

It*is highly improper for any democratic party and par-
ticularly for a revolutionary working class party like the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) to be forced into such
a helpless position of acquiescing in the supply of three oz.
of rice ration and that, too, by additional price rise while
remaining in the Ministry. The continuation of our Party in
the coalition Government, under these conditions without
leading the struggle of the entire people of Kerala against
the Centre for adequate food at reasonable prices would be
cpompromising its position in the extreme. Hence the C.C.
Plenum of the CPI(M) is of the opinion that our Party to-
gether with its allies in the U.F. Government of Kerala will
have to confront the Central Government, irrespective of the
consequences.

The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M) also wants to underline
the fact that the refusal of the Central Government to meet
the incteased cost of D.A. of low-paid State Government
employees, of local bodies and teachers, as well as its re-
fusal to allow adequate financial resources to the State
Government has made it impossible for the State Govern-
ment*to meet the most elementary needs of the people. All
this has made a mockery of States’ autonomy.

With a view to covering up the Central Government’s
deliberate policy of physical starvation of the people and
impdsing financial bankruptcy on the State, the local Con-
gress at the bidding of the vested interests and the Central
Congress leaders, has now let loose a virulent campaign of
vilification against the State Government. False charges of
breakdown of law and order, of courts and the judiciary
being brought under contempt, and Party’s volunteers being
trained for military purpose are freely bandied about.

It must be noted that while the Congress Government at
the Centre is following a policy of starving the people of
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Kerala, the Youth Congress of the State, obviously under the
inspiration of the Central and State Congress leaders, has
launched on a programme of so-called satyagraha against
the State Government on the issue of rice supply.

The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M) warns that this vitious
attempt at starving the people, of starving the.State finan-
cially, to make it go bankrupt, and the campaign of vilifica-
tion is part of a diabolical conspiracy to discredit the U.F.
Government, to topple it. The conspiracy must be smashed
by the unity and will of an awakened people.

The C.C. Plenum of the CPI(M) appeals to all demo-
cratic forces in India, and particularly to the parties in the
U.F., to rise to the occasion and rouse the people to the
grave dangers facing them and prepare them for the struggle
in defence of their food, the right to their democratic Gov-
ernment and States’ autonomy. It directs all Party units, and
especially the Party units in Kerala, to forthwith launch a
mighty mass campaign and mobilize the people for these
great tasks.
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Statement of the
Ceptral, Committee of the CPI(M)

Placed before the Central Plenum
at Burdwan on Cultural Revolution in China

Several comrades are raising the question as to what our
attitude is towards the Chinese Cultural Revolution, and why
a section on this subject is not included in the present Draft
of the Ideological Resolution. Comrade M. Basavapunniah,
in consultation with members of the Polit Bureau, had writ-
ten an article in People'’s Democracy, explaining our stand
towards it. The Central Committee, subsequently, endorsed
it, stating that it would be our official stand, until further
comprehensive discussion and decision is taken on the whole
questioA. Hence, it would be incorrect to include this topic
in our Ideological Resolution, at this stage without such a
discussion and decision.

*Published in “PeorLe’s Democracy”™, Calcutta, April 21, 1968. This
Central Plenum was held on April 5-12, 1968. This relates to the Ideological
Document covered under Item No. 17 of this Volume.
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Report of the Debate on

Ideological Resolution of the CPI(M)
Adopted at the Central Plenum

at Burdwan, April 5-12, 1968

The Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist), on April 11, adopted the Draft on
ideological questions with some amendments proposed by
the Central Committee. Of the total 207 delegates attending
the Plenum, 162 voted for the Draft, 27 against, and 9 re-
mained neutral. The nine amendments proposed by the Cen-
tral Committee were to strengthen some of the formulations
in the Draft regarding the contributions of National Libera-
tion Struggles in the present day world, the role of Stalin,
the question of Yugoslav revisionism, and the issue *of unity
in action of the socialist camp in Vietnam.

After three days of general discussion on the Draft, in
which 41 delegates participated, the Plenum on April 10
rejected a major amendment moved in the form of alternate
drafts by some comrades from Andhra Pradesh. Twentytwo
delegates voted for their documents while 158 delegates voted
against them and thirteen remained neutral out of a total 207
delegates. )

Among major amendments pressed to vote and were
defeated by the Plenum were those :

—Demanding deletion of the entire section on Unity in
Action which received 45 votes in favour, 153 voting against
the amendment;

—Stating that the revisionism in a concentrated form in
all actions of the CPSU leadership was endangering world

*Published in “PeopLE’s Democracy”, Calcutta, April 21, 1968.
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revolution. This amendment secured 52 votes in favour, with
the majority voting against it.

Demanding the deletion of the sentence in the Draft which
states that “our criticism of the compromising and col-
laborationist policies pursued by the revisionist leadership
of the CPSU and the Soviet state does in no way imply the
totally erroneous idea that the Soviet Union has become an
ally of U.S. imperialism or is working for sharing world
hegemony with American imperialism and for the division
of spheres of influence in the world, as this is tantamount to
nothing short of placing the Soviet Union outside the social-
ist camp.” This amendment received 37 votes in favour and
the Plenum by an overwhelming majority retained the sen-
tence in the final document.

The demand that the Chinese Cultural Revolution should
find a place in the document was not pressed after the C.C.
statement that the Party’s stand on the question had
been explained in M. Basavapunnaiah’s article in People s
Democracy and inclusion of the topic in the document with-
out further comprehensive discussion and decision would be
incorrect.

Two main points of controversy on which attention was
focused for a major part of the discussions were the charac-
terization of the leadership of the Soviet Union as allies of
U.S¢ imperialism for world domination and following from
it, the question of united action by the entire socialist camp
on the specific issue of fighting U.S. imperialist aggression
in Vietnam.

The entire Plenum was unanimous that the Soviet leader-
ship was a modern revisionist leadership and by its policies
had done immense harm to the world Communist move-
ment, and the national liberation struggles in Asia, Africa
and Latin America against imperialism.

The alternate drafts had taken up the position that the
revisionism of the Soviet leadership had reached to such
proportions that they had become the political representa-
tives of bourgeois elements in the Soviet Union. They were
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collaborating with U.S. imperialism and had become its allies
in the global strategy of world domination and were rapidly
restoring capitalism in the Soviet Union.

To substantiate their case, they advanced the following
arguments : Inside the Soviet Union material and profit in-
centives had been introduced; centralized planning is bging
undermined; the extent of personal holdings of cellective
farm peasants had been increased and they were allowing
foreign monopolists to set up industrial units inside the Soviet
Union, and at the same time were collaborating with private
capital in foreign countries to establish joint ventures; the
Soviet leaders say their state is not a dictatorship of the
proletariat but a people’s state and the Communist Party a
people’s Party.

Externally, the Soviet leaders had with their policies of
collaboration with U.S. imperialism, refused to give neces-
sary and adequate aid to the Vietnamese people, betrayed
the struggles of the Congo and Cuba and of West Asia; on
the question of the nuclear non proliferation treaty they had
joined hands with U.S. imperialism to safeguard their nuclear
monopoly and exert pressure on the non-nuclear states, all
their agreements with the U.S. imperialists were designed to
contain China and hand over the national liberation move-
ments bound hand and foot to the imperialists.

Since the Soviet leadership had become an ally of U.S.
imperialism and was collaborating with it for world domi-
nation, and since, according to them, it refused to consider
U.S. imperialism as an enemy, they held that China was
correct in rejecting united action with the Soviet Union on
the question of Vietnam.

The Plenum by overwhelming majority rejected this un-
derstanding as un-Marxian and totally erroneous and upheld
the standpoint of the Central Committee as put forward in
its Draft.

According to this, the Soviet leadership was undoubtedly
following revisionist policies, doing immense damage to the
world Communist movement and betraying anti-imperialist



Report of the Debate on ldeological Resolution of CPI(M) 121

struggles. But it was wrong to conclude that there was al-
ready a developed bourgeois class in the Soviet Union whose
political representatives were in the leadership of the Party
and state. The Soviet Union is still a socialist state and a
part ef the socialist camp.

Also there was no such economic class in the Soviet
society, like the imperialist bourgeoisie of the Western coun-
tries, which needed foreign markets and exploitation for its
existence. Collaboration with U.S. imperialism because of
revisionist policies was one thing, but the Soviet Union it-
self becoming an imperialist country was a totally different
thing.

While developments in the Soviet Union and some of the
East European socialist states needed further study, the Ple-
num, on the basis of Marxist-Leninist analysis of classes in
Soviet society, rejected the totally wrong conclusion that the
Soviet Union was allying with U.S. imperialism for world
domination. The Plenum upheld the C.C.’s understanding
that the Soviet Union was still a socialist country, that res-
toration of capitalism had not already taken place in the
Soviet Union, but if the leadership pursued its present course
there was the danger of the restoration of a new type of
capitalism there.

On the question of united action also, the Plenum upheld
the view that while there could be no unity between Marx-
ist-Leninists and revisionists in the same Party, unity of action
between the Soviet Union and China cannot be forbidden in
principle on the ground that revisionists are at the head of
the Soviet state. In the context of the grim struggle being
waged by the Vietnamese people against U.S. imperialism
and the U.S. aggression on the socialist state in North Viet-
nam, there is urgent need for united action by the socialist
camp as a whole to beat back the aggressor.

But, the Plenum held, such united action had been made
difficult by the collaborationist policies of the Soviet leader-
ship, its anti-China postures and actions and tardiness in giving
the necessary aid to liberation struggles. Mutual confidence
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which had been lost because of wrong Soviet policies and
actions had first to be restored, particularly since the joint
action in the present case means military action. The Plenum
thus placed the responsibility for the absence of joint action
in Vietnam squarely on the shoulders of the Soviet revisionist
leadership while at the same time disagreeing with Chiga for
ruling out united action with the Soviet state in principle on
the ground that the revisionists were heading the state.

With the wrong conclusion about the Soviet Union not
being a socialist state which in fact meant the denial of the
existence of the socialist camp as the Soviet Union and all
the other socialist countries supporting it were put out of its
pale, the alternate viewpoint had challenged the entire con-
cept of the new epoch in which the correlation of forces on
a world scale had changed vastly in favour of socialist and
anti-imperialist forces.

Once the concept of the new epoch was challenged, it was
inevitable that the basis of the Party Programme adopted in
1964 was also challenged as that Programme was based on
the ideological understanding of the new epoch and the pos-
sibilities it had opened up. The alternate viewpoint character-
ized India’s independence as “formal”, wanted a change in the
definition of the class character of the Indian state stating that
it was a state of the big landlords and comprador bourgeoisie
and not a bourgeois-landlord state headed by the big bour-
geoisie; wanted to change the characterization of the stage of
the Indian revolution since, according to them, the basic con-
tradiction in India is between U.S. imperialism and its lackeys
on the one side and the country as a whole on the other. In the
process of challenging all this, they also rejected the concept
of socialist aid to backward countries saying it only facilitated
further U.S. penetration into these countries. They also chal-
lenged any such foreign policy as non-alignment and also
challenged the united front tactics of the Party.

The Plenum rejected this entire understanding as a depar-
ture form Marxism-Leninism and upheld the Programme and
other basic documents of the Party.
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It held that Indian independence was not “formal” as the
alternative drafts made out, nor was it “full and complete”
as the Dangeite revisionists tried to make out but that the
Indian ruling classes had been able to utilize the political
independence won to strengthen themselves and to develop
to & limited extent an independent economy because of the
new favourable correlation of forces in the new epoch.

It held that the Indian state was a bourgeois-landlord state
led by the big bourgeoisie, the main contradiction in Indian
society today was that between the bourgeois-landlord Gov-
ernment and the people and as such the Indian revolution
was in its second stage, i.e., the agrarian stage. The Plenum
came to the conclusion that the Party’s participation in the
V.F. Governments of West Bengal and Kerala has strength-
ened the Party and popular movements of the two States.

It held that, while the revisionists were wrong in saying
that socialist aid would help India to develop an indepen-
dent economy, socialist aid will help the ruling classes to
develop industries to a certain extent and to strengthen their
position to bargain with the imperialists.

Thu} by rejecting the erroneous, un-Marxist positions on
the controversies in the international Communist movement
and on the question of the strategy and tactics of the Indian
Revolution, the Plenum becomes a landmark in the history
of our people’s struggle for democracy and socialism.
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Biggest Ever Rally on
Conclusion of Central Plenum,
of the CPI(M) at Burdwan*

The mercury had shot beyond 104°F and a scorching sun
glared ruthlessly on Burdwan on April 12, 1968. Yet, the
streets that are normally deserted at that hour were full of
people.

Here is a detachment of volunteers with red caps and red
scarves marching to their posts. Now comes a demonstra-
tion from Bihar—most of them agricultural workers. They
have come from Shahjahanpur of Monghyr district and from
Bhagalpur district, their lotas and napkins tied on the tradi-
tional staves. From some of them fly Red Flags. From
Kanchrapara in the district of 24-Parganas have come some
300 working men and women in a chartered bus—they are
now on their way to one of the three points from where
three central demostrations are to start for the Camping Ground.

One of these points is on the banks of Krishnasayar, a
vast tank flanking the Burdwan University and its Boys’
Town. More processions arrive there : From Durgapur, Kanksa,
Budbud, Ondal—all of them in Burdwan district itself The
workers of Sen Raleigh of Asansol are there also—they cannot
be missed because of the colourfulness of their demonstra-
tion with banners, cut-out portraits and Red Flags.

In almost all the demonstrations, women form considerable

*Published in “PeopLe’s Democracy”, Calcutta, April 21, 1968. This
Central Plenum was held on April 5-12, 1968. The main Document of

this Central Plenum, Ideological Resolution, is covered under ltem
No. 17 of this Volume.
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section—women workers from the collieries, peasant moth-
ers with their babies, working women from the middle classes,
old women and young bashful brides.

There are smaller demonstrations galore and it is a tough
job for the volunteers astride cycles and wielding mega-
phores to marshall all of them into position in the main
demonstration that is yet to form itself for the start.

Despite the precautions taken by the authorities to avert
a probable traffic jam on the bustling Grand Trunk Road, it
has, meanwhile, turned into a sort of village fair with bul-
lock carts, seven-ton trucks and long-distance buses vying
with each other for a little space to escape the jam and in
the process creating a situation worse than before. Volun-
tgers and traffic policemen straighten things up when the
processions start coming along the G.T. Road.

Processions have come from Calcutta in chartered buses—
all the names of the local committees can be spotted on the
banners they display. So have processions come from the
districts of Howrah and Hooghly. Here is a procession from
Memori composed mostly of peasants—Bengali and adivasi.
They shbut slogans—"“Land to the tiller.” Before the refrain
dies down shoots forth another—this one from another pro-
cession following them, a frail young man with his veins
standing out in the excitement leading it.

Now comes the procession of the delegates, headed by
A. K. Gopalan, Jyoti Basu, Promode Dasgupta and others.
Most of the 207 delegates and 18 observers from all over
the country are here—except the few who had to leave for
urgenf jobs in their States. It wends its way to the Camping
Ground, near the Railway Station on the G.T. Road, very
slowly. This leisurely pace is not to the liking of the dem-
onstrators who shout slogans louder than before. Going slow
on account of the traffic jam meant retention of the energies
they had come prepared to spend on this historic occasion of
the Central Committee Plenum and they cannot be dissuaded.
By the time the delegates’ procession reaches the Ground,
the sun is almost setting. Fortunately there is a separate
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enclosure for the delegates, otherwise they would not have
been able to even stand on the G.T. Road which has already
been occupied by thousands. There is literally no place enough
anywhere on the Ground for even a little boy to stand. Every
single newspaper had to call it the biggest rally in Burdwan.

At one corner of the Ground stands a bookstall of the
National Book Agency. There is a crowd there— some of
them thumbing books and pamphlets. According to one of
the salesmen, the buyers at the stall were mostly those who
had come from the villages and the industrial centres and
they bought political literature in most cases, both Bengali
and Hindi.

The meeting starts with an IPTA squad from Calcutta and
another of the Sen-Raleigh workers singing rousing songs.
Comrade Subodh Chowdhuri, a veteran revolutionary of the
Chittagong Armoury Raid Case and now Secretary of the
Burdwan District Committee of the Party, presides over the
rally.

Members of the Polit Bureau and Central Committee were
presented to the audience before comrade Benoy Chowdhuri
welcomed the leaders on behalf of the Reception Commit-
tee.

General Secretary P. Sundarayya was the first speaker.
Tracing the history of the Party from 1964 when it threw out
the revisionists as well as the issues that faced the interna-
tional Communist movement, he said that the C.C. Plenum
has been able to clinch these issues and take a stand on
them. The Big Business controlled Press tried to disrupt and
slandetweur Party. Mr Chavan tries to implicate us in any-
thing that happens anywhere in India. They also hoped that
the Party would split over the ideological issues now. But
after nearly nine months of discussion, the Party has been
able to preserve and strengthen its unity while taking an
unequivocal stand on the ideological issues.

On the basis of our own experience, our Party has been
able to criticize the Soviet Party, the Party of Lenin who
built the first Workers® State and socialism. When the present



Biggest Ever Rally on Conclusion of Central Plenum 127

leaders of the CPSU departed from Marxism-Leninism, we
said you are going wrong.

The great Communist Party of China, which had shown
to the backward countries how to liberate themseives and
start building socialism and from whom we have also to
learn a lot, did the correct thing when they boldly stood up
against modern revisionism and the leadership of the CPSU.
We have to and we did acknowiedge that. But today when
the same Party comes with certain formulations with regard
to the situation in India, we are unable to accept them. Simi-
larly, we are unable to accept the Chinese Party’s rejection
of unity in action on the issue of Vietnam.

Radio Peking has been letting loose barrage against our
Party Programme and against our Party leaders. It even went
to the extent of saying that the United Front Governments of
West Bengal and Kerala have been suppressing the people.
We then have to regretfully say that Radio Peking does not
know the situation in India. We adopted the Party Programme
on the basis of our own understanding of our own situation
and the events of the last three-four years have shown that
we have been correct. It is because of the correctness of the
Party Programme that the popularity of the Party is on the
increase despite attacks by the reactionaries.

The bourgeois Press, the Dangeites and the bourgeoisie
expectéd us to join the anti-China chorus. We will not. We
shall try to learn from the great Chinese Party whose con-
tribution to Marxism-Leninism is immense, from their great
revolution and with renewed confidence we shall go forward
to show Mr. Chavan and others that it is not easy to suppress
our people and its Party, the CPI(M).

The Burdwan session of the Plenum has given us confi-
dence that our Party line is correct. With the people march-
ing with us, no amount of slander and conspiracies will
deter us from relentlessly fighting for the goal, concluded
Sundarayya.

The next speaker, B. T. Ranadive, reminded the audience
that it was through the actions of a party that the people
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judged it. The clever enemies of the people are trying to
disrupt the United Front by maligning our Party and there
are many who are ready to oblige them. While it is our
business to show to the Congress party that they have no
place on the soil of the country, we should not forget that
heaven will not appear on earth in case we gain all the seats.
It will be only a step forward to the final battle between the
oppressed and the oppressors when the people will have to
fight for every single inch of advance.

E. M. S. Namboodiripad conveyed the greetings and good
wishes of the people of Kerala to the people of West Bengal
for the glorious struggle they launched against the Central
Congress Government which got rid of the hated Congress
PDF Ministry. X

E. M. S. described at length the Centre’s machinations to
starve the people of Kerala and to incite them to rise in
revolt against the U.F. Government. But the people are sol-
idly behind the United Front Government.

“We hope that the people of West Bengal will inflict a
still greater defeat on the Congress in the ensuing mid-term
election than the Fourth General Elections. A United Front
Government in West Bengal with our Party having a domi-
nant place will go to strengthen the struggle of the people
of Kerala against the Centre’s machinations,” E. M. S. con-
cluded.

P. Rammurti explaining the decisions taken on the inter-
national issues, said, our differences with revisionists of the
CPSU is that when the imperialists are committing aggres-
sion on a state of the socialist camp they are not mobilizing
the people and the immense resources of the socialist camp
to come in support of the heroic fighters of Vietnam. Had
they done that the struggle of the people of Vietnam would
have advanced further.

Jyoti Basu reminded the audience that it is not through
the election that people can wrest power from the bourgeois
-landlord rulers. Still we advocate taking part in the elec-
tions in order that we can utilize the limited opportunities of
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the Constitution to get organized. It is orly through organi-
zation that the people can hope to stand against the might of
the ruling classes, he stressed.

The meeting over, the Prantik unit of the Calcutta IPTA
staged a play, “Long March”, which ended after midnight.
The rally came to an end with the singing of the Internationale.

Vol. X11-9
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Preserve, Strengthen the United Front*
Editorial of the “People’s Democracy”, April 21, 1968

As the electoral struggle against the Congress approaches,
serious efforts are made to undermine popular unity in West
Bengal.

A development in this respect is the policy outlined by
the National Executive of the BKD to which the West Ben-
gal BKD headed by Sri Ajoy Mukherjee is affiliated. That
Executive recently passed a monstrous resolution recommend-
ing virtual withdrawal of the BKD from the United Front
with the slogan of fighting anti-national and anti-democratic
forces. Among anti-national and anti-democratic forces it
included our Party and the Communist movement in gen-
eral. To provide a fig-leaf to their anti-Communism, the leaders
coupled Communists with communalists— a familiar trick
of all Congress leaders who know that anti-Communism alone
gets ealsily exposed.

Following this, the West Bengal Executive adopted a reso-
lution requesting the President of the all-India BKD to autho-
rize Sri Ajoy Mukherjee to take appropriate means as and
when necessary, to implement the National Executive’s reso-
lution in the context of the present political situation in West
Bengal and mid-term election. It is known that BKD in West
Bengal has not taken a decision to secede; on the other hand.
it has stated that it would remain in the United Front; its
representatives attended the meeting of the United Front and
participated in the discussion. But all this does not remove
the fact that by deciding to wait for a decision on the ques-
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tion by its central leadership it has not yet rejected the all-
India policy of fighting the Communist Party of India (Marx-
ist) and the Communist movement in general; that it has not
yet given a categorical reply that it regards every party in the
Unitgd Front as fellow-fighter in the democratic fight against
the Congress and not as an enemy. On the contrary, the Presi-
dent of the all India BKD, whose presence on the eve of the
United Front meeting did not seem to be fortuitous, indulged
in the usual type of Communist-baiting— so familiar in
Congress and other anti-Communist circles.

Sri Mahamaya Prasad Sinha openly declared Commu-
nists to be among the enemies of his party. He said that
sometimes it was necessary to join hands with the lesser
evil by which he again meant our Party and the Communist
movement. And then again he insinuated that our Party had
extra-territorial loyalty and said, “In no case we can be a
party to the activities of those who have extra-territorial
loyalty”. Sri Sinha further uttered the familiar cry for a third
force of democratic and nationalist parties, i.e., an anti-
Communist bloc playing at anti—Congressism but concen-
trating Qn anti-Communism and undermining the democratic
movement and unity.

Such were the views and policies voiced by the BKD
President on the eve of the United Front meeting without
any djssent from the Bengal unit. In this background, the
mere assurance to remain in the United Front falls far short
of what is required of a firm constituent of the United Front.

It is not necessary to reply to everything that Sri Mahamaya
Prasag says. Who will take his talk of fighting communal-
ism seriously when this gentleman only recently headed a
Ministry in which the Muslim baiting Jana Sangh was a
partner? Who will take his talk of defending democracy
seriously when it is known that in his capacity as Chief
Minister he obliged his friend and patron, the Raja of Ramgarh,
by withdrawing a number of civil cases against him?

It is known that since the formation of the all India BKD,
there was a strong anti-Communist current in that organization,
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because a number of its leaders had seceded from the Con-
gress only after the elections for opportunist reasons and
they were neither disciplined nor tamed by the democratic
movement. The Bangla Congress, on the other hand, had to
operate in the midst of mass upheavals in the State apd in
spite of vacillations, certain anti-Communist and anti-demo-
cratic leanings which reached their climax in the, October
episode, had to tune to the democratic movement.

In some of the parties of the United Front there are el-
ements who do not take a firm stand against the Congress or
the vested interests. In the name of fighting anti-Commu-
nism, they represent the vested interests— the big bour-
geois-landlord outlook. It is these elements that vacillated at
every step during the days of the United Front Ministry and
began to utter anti-Communist slanders. When the Congress
raised a cry about the breakdown of law and order, they
vacillated and wanted the police to suppress the people and
even went to the extent of getting the Ministry dissolved as
on October 2.

The BKD is at present still in the United Front though
there is vacillation and failure to dissociate from statements
disruptive of the United Front. But there is no doubt that
appreciation of the full weight of popular feeling for unity
will tilt the balance against the vacillations and make the
organization give up its present equivocal and anomalous
stand. One thing is absolutely clear : It is essential that there
should be unambiguous agreement on a minimum programme
which should be spelled out in the clearest possible terms.
Any party which hesitates to accept it or has reservations
has no place in the United Front, unless the reservations are
of a very minor character. The mid-term election coming the
wake of jails, tortures and bullets is a serious battle to ad-
vance the interests and strength of the masses and every
party must unhesitatingly commit itself before the people to
push through the programme, whatever may be the opposi-
tion from the Congress and the vested interests.

In spite of the spate of anti-Communist propaganda recently
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unleashed, our Party assures the people of West Bengal that
it will do everything in its power to protect and strengthen
the United Front without sacrificing the basic principles and
objectives of the Front. Our Party is confident that given the
vigil.ance and intervention of the people, all the parties in
the Unitgd Front will come together to wage the common
battle on the basis of a minimum programme. That is the
wish and command of the people of West Bengal and no
party worth its salt can resist it.
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CPI(M)’s Mammoth Rally in Calcutta*

A dusty haze hovering over the fringe of the Monument
Maidan blurred the visibility of the numerous processions
that could not enter into the Maidan proper. They had to be
content with whatever space they could find for themselves,
for the Maidan overflowed to the bus routes and tram tracks
and touched the bus stands on the Chowringhee. It even
occupied the football ground on the north of the Monument
despite the pavilions of the football clubs hindering their
vision of the platform and rostrum.

It was one of the biggest meetings— and decidedly the
most disciplined and organized— recently held in Calcutta.
It was convened by the West Bengal State Committee of the
CPI(M) on April 21, 1968 presided over by Jyoti Basu.

Processions came from the near-by localities, fromn the
districts of Nadia, Midnapur, Maldah, Murshidabad. Some
came in chartered buses, some came by train. Women formed
a remarkable section of all the processions—women agri-
cultural labourers, working women, refugee women and women
from middle class homes of the city and suburbs.

A bevy of Red Flags with a giant one in the middle
swayed majestically in the breeze from the backdrop of the
platform. An IPTA squad began the rally with rousing songs
and nearly three hours later the entire Maidan was lighted

*This report was published in “PeorLE’s Democracy”, Calcutta, April
28, 1968.
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up with torches lit by the multi lakh audience. And that
announced the end of the historic occasion.

Muzaffar Ahmad, founder member of the Party on being
requested to address the audience appealed to them to rally
round the CPI(M) yet closer.

P* Ramarnurti, member of the Polit Bureau of the Party,
congratulated the people of West Bengal for the magnificent
struggle that they waged for three months to dislodge the
traitor Congress-PDF clique. Many laid down their lives,
thousands went to jails—“it was reminiscent of Jalianwala-
bagh”—and in the end the Congress Government at the Centre
had to reckon with the fact that repression cannot cow down
a determined people.

» The Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPI(M) met
and discussed at Burdwan for eight days. People have been
asking : What have you been discussing for all these days—
philosophy, atman or anatman? The CC Plenum had been
discussing the ideological differences in the international
Communist movement. We Communists have a philosophy.
We have to take stock of the world situation, class align-
ments ahd relations and against this background decide our
course of action. That was what we did at Burdwan.

There was a time when the imperialists— British, French,
Dutch and others— used to rule the world between them-
selve$. But the face of the map is changing. Not only the
Soviet Union but a number of other countries have gone the
way of socialism. And in Asia, the most populous country in
the world— China— has established socialism.

This is the era of decline of imperialism. In Africa, in Latin
America, everywhere imperialism is getting a good thrashing.
Everywhere the people are rising against imperialism— even
in the United States the Negroes are rising against U.S. impe-
rialism. We had to take note of all these things. All roads now
lead to Communism— this is the teaching of history for the
last few years. If the Soviet Union, the socialist countries and
the peace and justice loving peoples of the world can stand
united the days of imperialism can be made even shorter.
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That is why we could not but state that had the Soviet
Union and China and the entire socialist camp stood firm and
united and warned the U.S. imperialists that their aggression
on another state of the socialist camp would mean facing the
joint might of the socialist camp, the U.S. imperialists would
not dare to continue the aggression in Vietnam: |

The CPI(M) had an obligation to make its position clear to
the international Communist movement. Besides, it also has
to carve its own way for leading the Indian revolution. The
CPI(M) emerged stronger than before, united ideologically,
after the Burdwan Plenum which is unfortunate for its en-
emies, who expected to see it disintegrate and get disrupted.

Discussing the national situation at length, P. Ramamurti said
that instead of learning from its own mistakes, the Government
of India is bent upon pursuing the same wrong path. It wants
to protect the profits of the employers, heaping more taxes on
the people and in this way try to pass the burdens of the crisis,
which is the creation of its wrong policies, on to the people.

But the people are not taking it lying down. Protests and
struggles are mounting everywhere.

And to distract these mounting struggles they have re-
vived the bogey of “anti-nationalism”. It is not only the
ruling classes that are afraid of their growing isolation. The
U.S. imperialists are also mightily afraid of the phenomenal
growth of the Communist movement in India. It is they who
are buying up politicians and through them raise the anti-
Communist bogey to isolate the CPI(M).

They tell the people that we are the agents of China, of
Pakistan, and what not. When we say we want to giveland
to the tillers is it to the peasants of China that we want to
give those lands or to the land hungry kisans of India? When
we demand the confiscation of foreign monopoly capital in
India, do we propose handing over the proceeds to the
Government of China or to the people of India? We are the
agents of the working class, the peasantry, the middle classes,
the toiling people of India and are the enemies of imperial-
ism, jotdars blackmarketeers and monopolists.
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If one is to search for agents, one will have to find them
in the parties of the ruling classes. It is the agents inside the
Congress who are selling the country to the imperialists. It
is the voice of America that one hears when a Masani speaks.

The people are struggling against the policies of the
Congress. The struggle is not going to be easy. The vested
interests "have the state machinery—- the army, the police,
the judiciary, the bureaucracy— in their hands. But even all
this will not save them from their final doom when all the
500 million people of India will rise against them. In this
mighty and glorious struggle for the overthrow of the Con-
gress regime and the establishment of a People’s Democ-
racy, the Communist Party of India (Marxist) pledges to
stand by the people whatever the sacrifice.

Promode Dasgupta, member of the Polit Bureau and
Secretary of the West Bengal State Committee, said that we
could not form a united front in 1967. The bourgeois Press
began to sow pessimism and shout that the two Left fronts
would make the victory of the Congress inevitable. It was
only our Party which could assert that if we had correctly
undersfood the mood of the masses as expressed in the val-
iant struggles they waged for food and other rights in 1966,
the Congress would not have obtained a majority despite the
existence of two contending Left.

The CPI(M) had declared that the allotment of seats should
be on the basis of the verdict of the people in the last elec-
tion. According to that verdict, we are prepared to fight for
98 seats—seats which we gained and where we came close
second to the Congress— though we had our candidates in
135 seats last time.

This is not to the liking of some other constituents of the
United Front. For instance, the Right Communists are not
agreeable to this formula. They have advanced another theory
that the allotment should be made on the basis of parliamen-
tary votes obtained by a party. They won five parliamentary
seats in West Bengal; in two of them they did not win a
single Assembly seat, in two more they have lost and won
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a seat each through election petitions and in only one have
they won a Assembly seat. Even if their formula is accepted,
how will seats be alloted to them on the basis of this? Then
there has come another formula— allotment based on the
proportion of votes received by a party. According to'that,
the CPI(M) is entitled to some 80 seats. But which 80 oY the
280 seats will be allotted to us? There is no reply to this.

We have declared and we want to declare again that we
will honour the verdict of the people and shall not be guided
by any other party. Why is this difference in the matter of
allotment of seats among the UF constituents coming up? It
is because some of the parties are interested in getting the
strength of the CPI(M) reduced.

There are in the United Front different parties who rep-
resented different class interests. How they reacted when the
gherao movement gained momentum, when the peasants be-
gan to occupy illegally-retained land, has been seen by the
people. There were even some parties whose all-India lead-
ership began to say things which the State unit did not dare
to say in regard to gherao etc. The people have also seen
that there have even been attempts to topple the U.F. Gov-
ernment from within which would have taken place on October
2, 1967, and that the constituents of the U.F. stood divided
on a number of important issues affecting the lives of the
people. All these have gone to enhance the political ‘con-
sciousness of the masses.

Defeating the Congress in the election only will not solve
problems. It will only help in consolidating the people’s
consciousness. Let us face the election and consolidate our
consciousness to fight the machinations of the Congress Centre
with greater unity and cohesion in our ranks, Promode
Dasgupta concluded.

Polit Bureau member Jyoti Basu said that we are proud
because the Congress and the reactionaries consider us to be
their main enemies. We are attacked because we uphold the
cause of the working class, the peasantry, the toiling millions.
Not only they attack us politically, they attack us with long
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detentions without trial. And now they have started raising the
cry of banning our Party. They even tried to table a resolution
in Parliament to that effect. The resolution could not be placed
because of procedural irregularities. Yet they will continue to
look for opportunities to ban our Party. But they forget that
everytime they tried to suppress or malign our Party, the Party
came out of such ordeal with still greater strength.

The Congress has brought the country to ruin during its
20-year rule. It has increased our dependence enormously
on the imperialists. On the other hand, with the growing
opposition it faces from the people, it has started butchering
democracy within the country while taking recourse to com-
munal and provincial riots and other divisive tactics to dis-
rupt the ranks of the people.

But the heroic people are fighting and fighting hard. We
are trying in our limited way to organize the people so that
all these struggles can be led to the final fight for the over-
throw of this bourgeois-landlord government and establish-
ment of a People’s Democracy.

Referring to the goings-on in the United Front in West
Bengal, Jyoti Basu said that parties with different class af-
filiations are trying to minimize the capacity of the U.F.
while at the same time trying to reduce our strength. Some
of the parties of the U.F. have decided to dissociate them-
selves from the United Front. They have done so after due
considerations of all that are involved in their decision. We
hope that they will still see reason and remain in the U.F.
But if they decide to break with us, it will not affect our
resolution to fight the election along with the other constitu-
ents and preserve the unity of the United Front.

Harkishan Singh Surjeet, another member of the Polit
Bureau, spoke in Hindi wherein he demonstrated the cor-
rectness of the formulations made in the Party Programme
as proved by the events of the three-four years after the
Seventh Party Congress.

The meeting ended with the entire audience singing the
Internationale standing.
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Savage Terror against
Tribals in Srikakulam* : ;

P. Sundarayya, General Secretary

of the CPI(M), sent the letter dated

May 3, 1968 to the Prime Minister of India for her
immediate intervention.

There is no law and order in the tribal area of Srikakulam
district in Andhra Pradesh today. What prevails there is law-
lessness and terror created by the landlords, traders and the
police. The whole area has been turned into a huge concen-
tration camp.

Comrade P. Sundarayya, General Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist), has, in a letter, drawn the
attention of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to this situation
and requested her to intervene in the matter, order the im-
mediate stopping of the savage repression, withdraw ail police
camps from that area and institute an impartial enquiry into
the whole matter.

Comrade Sundarayya’s letter to the Prime Minister from
Vijayawada on May 3, 1968, reads in full :

Dear Prime Minister,

On behalf of the Communist Party of India (Marxist), we
wish to bring to your knowledge the grave situation that is
created in the tribal areas of Srikakulam District, Andhra
Pradesh, as a result of the terrible repression let loose by the
State Government on the tribal people in that district.

In the recent period much publicity is given to the situ-
ation in the tribal areas of this district; interested parties
have circulated stories of depredations of tribal people; the
Press have given inspired reports of tribal revolt, led by the
Communists; some reports have even gone to the extent of

*Published in “PeopLe’s DEmocracy”, Calcutta, May 19, 1968.
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attempting to prove a Communist conspircacy to create a
‘Naxalbari’, to create liberated areas and so on.

The spokesmen of the Government have also dished out,
on and off, stories of tribal outrages, most of which are
based on surmises or fertile imagination and many are pure
concoctions. What is behind all this propaganda barrage against
the tribal people and against our Party is the pitiable attempt
to hide the ugly and cruel face of landlord oppression, sup-
pression and exploitation and the police protection given to
these criminal landlords.

Hence, we wish to briefly give the picture of the situa-
tion in that area, as it has developed in the recent period.

Medieval Exploitation

The tribal population in Srikakulam district is about 200,000.
They live in a primitive economy and almost away from the
civilized world. Shifting cultivation is prevalent and collec-
tion and sale of forest produce like tamarind, roots, fruits,
grass, etc., are their subsidiary occupations.

Many decades ago, traders and contractors from the plains
penetratqd into the tribal area and, in course of time, have
become exploiters, the type of whom we find in medieval
times. The land of the girijans has passed into the hands of
these exploiters; debt bondage is still very common. Traders
pay nominal prices for forest produce sold by the girijans,
but charge exorbitant prices for the necessities of life like
rice, oil, salt, clothes, etc., which they sell. Forced labour
(vetti) is universal and false measures are common.

Thg method by which the trader usurps the tribal land is
very ingenious : He advances some money on condition that
the tribal peasant repay him in kind at a particular rate. If
the grain the girijan delivers at harvest time is not sufficient
to clear off the debt, the dues will be compounded. After a
period, the accumulated arrears would increase to such a
large amount that the land of the debtor will be taken pos-
session of on usufruct mortgage. Actually, a girijan lost his
ten acres of land and his draught animals, when the loan of
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Rs.50 he had taken, in a few years, grew to Rs. 1500 even
after annual payments for redeeming the debt were paid.

As per the Regulation of 1917, a non-tribal cannot ac-
quire the land of a tribal without permission of the Govern-
ment; so, when the land is taken possession of it will be
shown as usufruct mortgage. The law is circumvented, the
land of the girijans transferred to the trader, and the glruan
becomes landless.

Added to this exploitation is the restriction put by the
Government on shifting cultivation and the complete neglect
by it of these areas. Shifting cultivation is prohibited, civic
needs are ignored and social development forgotten. As a
result, the tribal people now live as agricultural labourers,
farm servants, bonded slaves and as just aboriginals without
education, without culture and depleted in health and hy-
giene.

It is under such circumstances that the girijans began
organizing themselves in order to agitate and secure amelio-
ration of their abject conditions, and the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) helped them in organizing their union.
Soon the union grew into an influential body; its nominee
became the President of one Panchayat Samiti and its mem-
bers secured many panchayats in another Panchayat Samiti.
As a result, they were able to stop some inhuman methods
of exploitation; they got back some of their lands; the daily
wage rate of 25 paise was increased to four seers of paddy;
farm servants’ annual wage was increased from 800 kilos of
paddy to 2000 kilos of paddy; three days’ leave per month
was also secured. The union also agitated for fair prices for
forest produce and for reducing the interest rates. It stopped
forced labour and illegal collections; and brought under cul-
tivation cultivable waste land in the forest. It tried to stop
smuggling of grain out of the tribal area.

Government Repression

The trader-cum-landlords used all methods to suppress this
awakening among the tribals. They sent false reports to the
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Government, and influenced the police. Corrupt local police
officials, ever ready to serve these rich, powerful landlords,
adopted a policy of repression.

A number of criminal cases were launched against the
girijans : At least 1500 girijans were involved in one or
another case, by the end of 1967. The manner in which the
law was used to suppress the girijan movement can be seen
from the conviction of 19 girijans on a charge of dacoity,
while in fact, they were stopping smuggling of paddy to
plains from the Agency area.

The Government, instead of welcoming this awakening and
helping the girijans in their just, legal and constitutional
movement, acted with a heavy hand to suppress it. They sent
armed reserve police to the tribal areas, during the transplan-
tation and harvesting periods to suppress the agitaiton of the
girijans for fair wages, and to prevent the girijans from stop-
ping smuggling as well as to prevent shifting cultivation.

They set up new police stations in the tribal areas, which
soon turned into torture chambers. Prohibitory orders under
Section 144 were issued for months at a stretch, once in
about 200 villages and again now in about 500 villages.

Added to this, a vicious political propaganda was carried
on by Congress leaders and by Government officials. State
INTUC leaders issued utterly false public statements that a
large number of Congress followers were murdered by the
Communists in this tribal area, while not a single incident
was mentioned.

A scare was created that girijans were planning to loot
the weekly shandies.

During their tours, the PWD Minister, the Revenue Min-
ister and the Chairman of the Zilla Parishad encouraged the
landlords and gave a free hand to the police to suppress the
girijan movement.

Even the Chief Minister, relying upon the coloured re-
ports sent by corrupt police officials made statements on the
floor of the Legislative Assembly and Council that lawless-
ness was being created by our Party in the tribal area.
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Our Party, several times, represented to the Chief Minis-
ter and the district officers about the falsehood of the pro-
paganda let loose against our Party and the girijans, about
the landlord atrocities and about the partisan, pro-landlord
steps the local police officials were taking. We demanded an
impartial inquiry and suggested names also to the Chief Min-
ister. But the prejudiced Government refused to retrace its
policy and went ahead with it.

Naked Landlord Terror

The result is that the landlords, emboldened by the encour-
agement given by the Ministers, top Congress leaders and
by the help they are getting from the police officers, have
taken the law into their own hands and begun a reign of
terror in the tribal area. This culminated in firing with gurs
and killing two girijans, Sri Kondagorri Mangulu and Sri
Arika Koranna, who were proceeding to attend a tribal meeting
on October 3, at Limbdi.

Since the beginning of this year, the Government has
stepped up its policy of repression. Not a single landlord
had been molested or beaten, not a single paisa of any trader
has been lost, in all these years, but with the slogan of
maintaining law and order in the tribal area, the Govern-
ment has today turned the whole area into a big police camp.
Virtual Police Raj is in sway in this area. A special Police
Superintendent, a Deputy Collector and a Tahsildar with
magisterial powers have been appointed and the whole area
has been handed over to the armed police.

What type of law and and order the Government is main-
taining in the tribal area in Srikakulam district can be seen
from some of the following instances.

Armed police daily swoop on the villages on the pretext
of search for Communists and for arms. But what they do is
assaulting people, looting properties and arresting girijans.

On March 3, they raided Bhurjaguda and beat all the
people till blood spilled from their bodies. They raped a
woman, Puyake Seethamma. An old woman of 70 years,
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Sayamma. was beaten on the head by the butt of a rifle, and
her head was broken. A child of five years was also severely
beaten.

On March 4, they raided Peda Kharja and fired upon the
peoplé killing two and severely beating several people. The
beating was so savage that Sri Ramulu, President of the
Panchayat Board, vomitted blood. His son, aged ten, was
also beaten and arrested. His wife was molested and her
gold necklace was stolen. K. Vasanthulu was beaten severely
and B. Adinarayana was beaten savagely resulting in break-
ing his hand.

The police raided Danda Sura and raped four women.
Women who resisted were thrown on the ground and their
sex organs pounded with rifle butts.

B. Paramma of Gumma was arrested and tortured for the
fault that she protested aga.nst police excesses. She was put
in handcuffs and kept in the police lock-up, she was tied to
a window with a chain, even while the handcuffs were on
her hands. (She is the woman who on October 31, 1967, was
beaten and molested by some Congressmen in Labidi.)

In Kukkidi village, the reserve police forced all the girijans
to work without wages in laying a road, and then arrested
some of them. Many houses were looted.

A veritable siege is effected and nothing is allowed to
come in or go out of this tribal area. A person who was
ill was prevented from going to a hospital in another vil-
lage. With difficulty, he was given permission for three days
to go to the hospital. No girijan is allowed to go deep into
the forest to look after his land or to collect forest pro-
duce. No person from the plains can go to the tribal area
even for hawking daily necessities of life. No girijan is
allowed to go to weekly shandies in the plains; no girijan
can go from one village to another, even to attend social
functions. Celebrating festivals is prevented, and congre-
gation of people at festival times is prohibited. Almost all
the goats and chicken in the area are swallowed by the
police.

Vol. XII-10
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Looting, Beating, Molesting

We can narrate a whole series of looting, molesting, beating
and other criminal acts committed by the police in the tribal
area, all in the name of keeping law and order. Goats, chicken,
cash were stolen by the police in Dakshini, Jammu,
Jammuvalasa, Sirpi, Sirpivalsa, Poosakuda. Gudivagda, Moram,
Boddidi, Vangara, Dorakoni, Allati, Kedarapuram, Samalguda,
Kombandi, Vutachalam, Dombai, Rayaguda, Gottivada,
Neradavalsa, Tikkabayi, Luchimpeta, Kitigesu, Billukota,
Vattada, Gujjuvai, Vodabayi, Mangalapuram, Gorati, Sikhabadi,
Nidigallu and its hamlets, Peda Tolumenda, and in these
villages, properties worth thousands of rupees were looted
by the police.

Women were molested and raped in many villages. In
Dakshini village, two girls, Chinnamma and Kantamma aged
16 were raped by 20 policemen : Lachamma, Pydamma,
Lallamma and Radhamma were abducted and molested by
stripping them naked. In Neelakanthapuram, three women
were raped. [n Sobja village, the daughter of Venchala Naidu
was raped and she has not returned to the house for weeks.

Police and goondas who profess Congress faith, daily go
to villages, beat people, threaten them with dire consequences
and forcibly collect money and other valuables from them.

The village Munsiff of Sikabadi, Behara Madhusudana
Rao, Krishnaiah, Lakkaguda Patrudu are leading in this il-
legal collection. Even the Raja of Kurupam is indulging in
this. All these landlords and traders are threatening people
that if they do not enrol as members of the Congress and if
they do not donate to the Congress fund and if they do not
fly Congress flags on their huts, they would be handed over
to the police.

Moneylenders and traders have taken advantage of this
and are threatening girijans that if they do not pay off the
old loans— towards redeeming which payments worth sev-
eral times the principal loan have already been made— they
would be taken to police camps and tortured. Wages have
been slashed, prices paid for forest produce cut down, prices
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of paddy, rice and necessities of life increased, and exploit-
ation in the old way has been redoubled.

This, in brief, is the situation in the tribal area in Srikakulam
district. So far, about 800 girijans have been arrested and
put behind the prison bars. Many more are being kept in
polict custody for weeks together. There is no law and order
in that area today. It is lawlessness and terror created by the
landlords, traders and the police. The whole area is turned
into a huge concentration camp.

In order to cover this up, propaganda is let loose that the
girijans were preparing, under the leadership of our Party, to
wage a liberation struggle, and to create a ‘Naxalbari’ in
Srikakulam district. Reports are being sent and published
that large number of fire-arms have been recovered from the
villagers in this area, and that the girijan ‘armies’ have been
routed. But it is a very strange thing that with hundreds of
guns and with an ‘army’, not a single shot was fired and not
a single policeman was attacked by the girijans. Not a single
landlord or a trader was molested, nor attacked nor harassed
during all this period. But still such cock-and-bull stories
are daily being dished out and are being circulated and the
Press is fed with reports of recovery of fire-arms, etc.

If this type of repression continues, if such attacks on the
girijans persist, we are afraid that the situation would worsen
and tHat the life and economy of the tribal people would
irreparably be damaged.

Hence we request you to intervene in the matter, order
the immediate stoppage of the savage repression let loose on
the tribal people in Srikakulam district, withdraw all police
camps from that area and institute an impartial enquiry into
the whole matter.

We also request that immediate and energetic steps be
taken to stop the inhuman exploitation of girijans, to accept
their demands and faithfully implement them. The tribals
only want that their lands, usurped by the landlords, traders
and other non-tribals, are restored to them, cultivable waste
lands in the forest distributed to them for cultivation, out-
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standing debts annulled, restrictions on shifting cultivation
removed, fair wages fixed, fair prices paid for forest pro-
duce, essential commodities sold at controlled prices, forced
labour severely punished, right to freely collect forest pro-
duce for constructing houses, for manufacturing farm imple-
ments, etc., recognized, and cheap credit provided.

They also want an autonomous area to be formed, where
the tribals can administer their own affairs.

We earnestly hope that you will give your immediate and
careful consideration to the points raised in this memoran-
dum and do the needful.
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Polit Bureau Resolutions
on Kerala and West Bengal*

The Poli.t Bureau and the Central Committee of the
CPI(M) adopted these resolutions in its meeting held
in Calcutta on May 20-22, 1968

I. On Kerala

The Polit Bureau, in its meeting held between May 20 and
22nd, 1968, heard detailed reports from Comrades E. M. S.
Namboodiripad, A. K. Gopalan, C. H. Kanaran about the
deteriorating food situation and the political developments
in Kerala.

The Polit Bureau and the Central Committee had repeat-
edly pointed out the policy of physical starvation of the
people of Kerala and of imposing financial bankruptcy on
the State deliberately pursued by the Central Government
and of tile virulent campaign of vilification of the U.F. Ministry
in general and of our Party in particular by the State Con-
gress at the bidding of the vested interests and the Central
Congress leaders, as part of a conspiracy to discredit the
U.F. Government and topple it. Time and again, our Party
had appealed to all the constituents of the U.F. and all demo-
crats to mobilize the entire people of Kerala for struggle
against this anti-people policy of starvation of the people
and for defeating this conspiracy.

The systematic and calculated refusal by the Central
Government to fulfil its commitment of supplying 70,000
tons of rice per month and supplying less than half of it, has
forced the Kerala Government to cut the rice ration by half,
ie., to 3 oz. per day. On top of it the Central Government
has enhanced the price of rice supplied by it with the result

*Published in “PeoprLe’s Democracy”, Calcutta, June 2, 1968.
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that the State Government with its meagre resources has to
foot the bill of Rs. 13 crores to subsidize this meagre 3 oz.
ration.

The Central Food Ministry has been shamelessly attempting
to conceal these facts by putting out doctored figures of the
quantity of foodgrains supplied by it to Kerala. '

The Press statement of the Central Ministry of Food re-
leased on May 19, 1968, is the latest example of this trick-
ery. Even these doctored figures show that the rice supplied
to the State has fallen from 9.10 lakh tons in 1965 and 8.03
lakh tons in 1966 to 5.37 lakh tons in 1967. These figures,
however, do not reveal the real extent of the cut imposed. In
the first four months of 1967 the committed quantity of 70
thousand tons had been supplied. But, from May 1967, i.e.,
the next month after the U.F. Ministry took office, rice sup-
plies were halved and in some months were less than half.
The result was that whereas for the first four months of
1967, 2.80 lakh tons were supplied, for the remaining 8
months of the year when the U.F. Government was in office,
the total rice supplies were only 2.59 lakh tons, i.e., a monthly
average of about 30,000 tons.

Even during the first four months of 1968, which is tom-
tommed as a year of bumper harvest, and despite the fact
that rice stocks with the Centre have substantially increased,
it has persisted in short supply. This conclusively and irre-
futably proves that the Central Government has been moti-
vated by political considerations, and with absolute callous-
ness to the sufferings and privations of the people does not
hesitate to use people’s food supplies as a weapon against
the U.F. Government.

Further, the Central Congress leaders have entrusted to
the Congress party in Kerala the task of capitalizing on the
people’s discontent, generated by the drastically reduced ration,
through a systematic slander campaign against the U.F.
Government and our Party in particular, that the ration-cut
is imposed by the U.F. Government. It has been engineering
and organizing so-called movements and struggles against



Polit Bureau Resolutions on Kerala and West Bengal 151

the U.F. Government, making it the target of attack and
shielding the real culprit, the Central Congress party and its
Government.

The results of the recent municipal elections clearly in-
dicate that the people’s patience and the enormous reservoir
of goodwill for and the confidence in the U.F. Government
are under’severe strain; they indicate the restiveness among
the urban population because of the continued 3 oz. rice
ration for the past one year, and as to how the Congress
party tried to exploit it against the U.F. Government.

The parties of the U.F. cannot look on with helplessness
and allow the Central Government to continue to starve the
people of Kerala, and to allow this conspiracy to topple the
IJ.F. Government. The most urgent and supreme task before
the parties of the U.F. is to mobilize the entire people and
by unleashing their united struggle to defeat this policy of
starvation and scotch this conspiracy.

The Polit Bureau notes with concern that some of the
contingents of the U.F. have not become aware of this dan-
ger. Some of them have even raised the demand for the
abolitioh of Single-State food zones and abolition of all controls
and free trade as the way out of the situation. Past experi-
ence has shown that such measures, far from relieving the
situation actually create fertile ground for the thriving of
blackmarketeers, and fleecing of the people.

It is amazing to see the leaders of the Right Communist
Party spearheading the campaign against the launching of
the struggle. While paying lip service to the need for such
struggle they advance specious arguments to sabotage the
struggle.

They say that the struggle should be decided by the U.F.
as a whole and blame our Party for openly advocating it.
But all these 12 months, they never raised the issue at any
time in the Coordination Committee and it was our Party
that raised it. Some months ago the Coordination Commit-
tee appointed a Sub-Committee to devise ways and means
of starting the struggle. The CPI(M) cannot sit quiet, when
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its efforts to defend the people are sought to be frustrated,
and it has every right and is duty-bound to place the full
facts before the people and rouse them, for the supreme
task.

They say that the Government should have functioned the
official machinery to curb the abuses in the ration sfiops.
They hide the fact that the effort by the Govetnment to
enact legislation for the formation of popular committees
precisely to prevent such abuses has been thwarted by the
Central Government which refused to give assent to the Bill
and thereby they are shamelessly giving an alibi to the Central
Government, and seek to punish the U.F. Government, and
our Party as its predominant partner for the heinous crime
of the Central Government. .

They allege that because of the delay in enacting the
Agrarian Reforms legislation, which is under preparation,
the struggle for food should not be launched as though the
enactment of the Reforms is a substitute of the Central sup-
plies of foodgrains to this highest deficit State in the coun-
try.

Thereby they are playing the game of the Congress party,
and despite their declared opposition to the Congress party
since the time of the elections, are revealing their true colours
as abettors of the Congress Government in its attacks on the
democratic forces. ‘

The commonly accepted Election Manifesto of the U.F.
had made it clear that no State Government in Kerala can
solve the State’s food problem without adequate supplies
from the Centre and stated categorically, “The Government
will demand of the Centre to provide in time all the ricc
requirements of the State’s people at prices within the ca-
pacity of the poor people of Kerala and will seek the coop-
eration of the people to exert the necessary pressure on the
Centre”.

Our Party seeks to carry out this solemn pledge to the
people. The Right Communist leaders, by spearheading the
campaign against the Kerala people’s struggle for food, will
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be betraying the commonly accepted programme and the
trust of the people reposed in the U F. and its election pledges
on the basis of which they voted it to office.

The Polit Bureau appeals to all the constituent parties of
the U.F. to seriously consider the dangerous situation devel-
oping in Kerala and cooperate in launching a united struggle
against these policies of the Central Government and forge
such popular sanctions as would make it concede the just
demand that the State should be either supplied with the
required rice or allow the Government to buy anywhere outside
the State and keep buffer stocks to make up for the short
supply of rice by the Central Government. Experience has
shown that the Central Government cannot be relied upon to
hpnour its commitments and without the State Government
having stocks by such purchases outside the State, it cannot
discharge its responsibility of giving minimum rice require-
ments of the people.

The people of Kerala, forced to live on the three-ounce
ration for a year now, have been groaning under enormous
hardships and misery.

It is & serious matter for our Party that it has still not done
its duty to mobilize the entire people of the State for a deter-
mined struggle against the Central Government to secure
adequate food for the people. Every Party member, every Party
unit, &very Party committee has to urgently become aware of
the serious situation that is being created in the State and
move into action without the least delay to prepare for this
legitimate struggle against the Central Congress Government.

THe Polit Bureau directs all Party units in Kerala to in-
tensify the mass explanatory campaign and overcome the
hesitations and vacillations of the democratic parties and
groups and win them over for a joint and united mass struggle
against these policies of the Central Government and for the
mobilization for the just demands of the State Government
and thereby smash the conspiracy to topple the Government.
The entire energies of the Party should be directed to this
supreme task.
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The Party appeals to democratic forces throughout the
country that what the Central Government is conspiring is to
topple the only remaining Left and democratic Government
that came into existence as a result of the last general elec-
tion and thus nullify the verdict of the people. It appetls to
them to support the just struggle of the Kerala people for
food and to defeat this diabolical conspiracy.

II. On West Bengal

The Polit Bureau reviewed the political situation in West
Bengal, especially the efforts of certain vested interests to
form a third front, to disrupt the U.F. mass base and to help
the Congress win the mid-term poll.

It endorsed the stand taken by the West Bengal State
Committee over this issue. The P.B. while welcoming the
joint statement issued by West Bengal BKD leaders and CPI(M)
leaders and Sri Ajoy Mukherjee’s reiteration that there is no
“anti-national force” in the West Bengal U.F. and that he
will work to strengthen the U.F., at the same time feels it
necessary to draw the attention of the people that the BKD’s
all-India leadership persists in its disruptive anti-Commu-
nist line.

The P.B. also wants the people to note the Right Commu-
nist leaders’ slanderous campaign against our Party, CPI(M),
of being responsible for the widening of the divergentes in
the U.F.

Unless this slanderous and mischievous campaign against
our Party, CPI(M), is ended by the vigilance of the demo-
cratic forces, the strengthening of the U.F. will itself be
retarded and the people will get confused and it will benefit
the vested interests and the Congress.

The P.B. also directs the West Bengal State unit to com-
plete the negotiations with other constituent parties of the
U.F. on the minimum governmental programme as well as
over the adjustment of seats on the basis of the formula it
had already advanced. It expresses its hope that our Party
will be in a position to start the election campaign in the
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constituencies where we are in a position to fight the Con-
gress and defeat it, from June itself.

The defeat of the U.F. in Krishnagar by the Congress
underlines the importance of grassroot organization in every
village on the basis of tremendous class battles of the rural
masSes against jotdar exploitation and not merely rely on
the spontaneous anti-Congress discontent. It also underlines
the importance of U.F. going into action early, with a clear-
cut minimum governmental programme, putting an end to
the vacillations among certain elements in the constituent
parties and inspire the people to go into the battle with
confidence to achieve victory over the Congress.

II1. Greetings to French Working People

The Polit Bureau hails the great working class struggle in
France against the monopolist ruling groups. Over 8 million
workers for the last one week are in possession of all fac-
tories and institutions and are demanding radical changes to
achieve greater rights and power for the toiling masses of
France.

IV. On the J & K Unit of CPI(M)

The Jammu and Kashmir State Committee of the CPI (Marxist),
under the leadership of Comrade R. P. Sharaf has been
writifig in their Urdu weekly organ, Jammu Sandesh, edito-
rials and articles against the Party policies and decisions
during the last six months. This State unit boycotted the
Central Plenum and none including the Central Committee
member, Comrade R. P. Sharaf attended it. And while the
Plenum session was being held, this State unit passed a
resolution, and released it to the Press, denouncing the CPI(M)
as neo-revisionist and seceding from the CPI(M) to set up a
new party of their own. All these months they have not sent
any communication to the C.C. office intimating their dif-
ferences nor about their functioning. Even their decision of
going out of the Party was not sent to our office.

The P.B., taking all these circumstances into consider-
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ation, expels Comrade R. P. Sharaf from the Party, and dis-
solves all Party units in Jammu and Kashmir. The P.B. will
take necessary steps to reorganize the Party with those members
who are still loyal to the Party Programme and to the deci-
sions of the Central Committee and who are prepared to

observe and function under Party discipline.
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Right Communists Play
the. Congress Game in Kerala*

Statement jointly issued by A. K. Gopalan and
E. M. S. Namboodiripad at a Press Conference in
Trivandrum (Thiruvanantapuram) on May 29, 1968

It is with interest that we read T. V. Thomas’ claims of being
the champion of Kerala’s struggle against the Centre and the
ypity of the front that is needed to lead that struggle to
success. If this does not remain in words but is translated
into action, there will be none happier than us, because we
have always advocated and worked for a line of joint struggle
by Communists and Socialists as well as all democrats against
the policies of the Congress which rules at the Centre. As a
part of this programme, at the time of all the elections, we
had trietl to form non-Congress united fronts. When we had
begun to work with such a perspective T. V. Thomas and his
friends had condemned us saying that we were being led by
blind anti-Congressism. One has only to recall what they
had suid about us from 1962-63 to the Kerala elections in
1965. If they have changed the attitude which they had adopted
then, if they have today begun to feel that they should take
the lead in building broad unity for the struggle against the
Central Congress Government, it is clearly welcome.

But we cannot but ask whether T. V. Thomas and his
party have any idea of the tactics which the Congress rulers
are resorting to, to break the growing unity of the people
against them and whether they have the perspective of foil-
ing these tactics. This question will serve as the best touch-
stone to see how far their claim conforms to the reality.

Published in “PeorLe’s Democracy”™, Calcutta, June 9, 1968.
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When the Communist Party was united and the conflict
inside it began between the revisionists and Marxists, the
Congress Government at the Centre had used all the weap-
ons in its armoury against those Communists who were waging
the struggle against revisionism. The Home Department of
the Central Government then launched repressive measures
on the basis that the revisionist Communist leaders were
“patriots” and those who opposed them were “Chinese agents™.

When in 1964, the revisionists and Marxists became two
separate parties, the Central Congress Government did not
hesitate to stamp the Marxists as “friends of China” and
take repressive measures against them. We do not now wish
to go deep into an examination of the event of that period.
But we cannot but request T. V. Thomas, who has today
entered the scene as the champion of “broad democratic
unity” to the extent of even getting the Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee to participate in the struggle against the Central
Government, to examine for himself the attitude he and his
friends took to the anti-Communist united front which the
Central Government was knocking together in 1962-65 and
its central slogan of “isolating the Chinese agents”.

The “White Paper” and the Rightists

It will be good if T. V. Thomas and his friends will calmly
think over a few things like the source from which the slan-
ders contained in Nanda’s “White Paper” originated, from
whom the Central Government got the greatest help then,
who were then the champions of broad democratic unity
against the Chinese agents, etc. 4

We had hoped that we would be able to treat these dis-
comfiting events as a closed chapter of our political history.
We had hoped that the experience of the 1965 elections in
Kerala would provide a lesson to T. V. Thomas and his friends
and that they would not again become collaborators in the
anti-Communist (Marxist) activities of the Central Govern-
ment.

We had also thought that the development of the united
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front formed to successfully conduct the mass struggles
following the Kerala Bandh of 1966, the general elections of
1967, etc., would create the conditions which would rel-
egate to the background the memory of the 196265 history.
Unfortunately our hopes and expectations have all been be-
lied.

Experience is that even after the seven-party United Front
assumed office on March 6, 1967, the Right Communists
are continuing their anti-Communist (Marxist) attitude which
only helps the tactics of the Central Congress Government.
One thing will be clear from an examination of what the
Right Communists have been doing since the formation of
the Ministry, from their propaganda and agitation, and that
is that at every stage they have acted with the sole aim of
isolating the Communist Party of India (Marxist). In this
matter they have followed the same tactics and policy pur-
sued by the Congress and the Kerala Congress.

Playing the Game of the Congress

For example :

1. Within a few weeks after the United Front Government
assumed office, the food situation in the State became ex-
tremely acute. Even the six-ounce ration which had been
given for two years became impossible, the ration quantum
had tb be cut to three ounces. As a natural consequence of
this, prices in the open market rose inordinately.

The Congress consciously tried to channelize the help-
lessness and demoralization of the people into anger and
discontent against the United Front Ministry. Student orga-
nizations under Congress leadership launched agitations and
struggles against the Kerala Government. They also made an
attempt to isolate and attack the CPI(M). Dr. Georg Thomas,
Deputy leader of the Legislature Congress Group, demanded
the removal of the Communist (Marxist) Food Minister.

2. The Right Communists and their Press took up posi-
tions which helped this anti-Communist (Marxist) agitation
organized by the Congress and other opposition parties.
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The same demand which Dr George Thomas raised in the
Assembly— the demand for the removal of the Food Min-
ister— was raised from outside the Assembly by the State
Council of the Right Communist Party. When the Food Minister
was ill and bed-ridden and the Chief Minister was tempo-
rarily looking after the food portfolio, the Right Communist
leader, C. Achutha Menon, expressed his glee at a Press
Conference saying whatever be the reasons, the Food De-
partment was not being handled by the Food Minister.

What the Right Communists have been propagating since
then is only a repetition of what the Congress says. Contrary
to what had been clearly stated in the Policy Statement adopted
by the United Front and placed before the people before the
general elections, the Right Communists conducted their
campaign screening the responsibility of the Centre in the
matter of rice allotment. They went to the extent of issuing
statements saying that the six ounce ration could not be
given even during the Onam festival not because the Centre
had not given what it had promised, but because the State
Government had not done what it should have.

Covering up the difficulties created by the Centre in the
matter of taking over the management of rice mills under
private ownership and giving powers to popular committees,
they spread the blatant lie that the Kerala Government had
failed on both these issues. Later they themselves had to
admit in the Coordination Committee of the United Front
that their charge was baseless. The Coordination Commit-
tee, with the assent of the Right Communists, also unani-
mously stated that the rice crisis in the State was due to the
Centre’s failure and discrimination against the State. Yet they
did not have the decency to express regret for the lie they
had spread.

3. Not only on the question of rice, but on many other
issues, the Rightists carried on continuous propaganda to
blacken the CPI(M) in general and its Ministers in particu-
lar. It was some of these slanders by them that were later
repeated by RSP leader Sreekantan Nair in a letter. The
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Coordination Committee was asked to enquire into them.
The Sub-Committee appointed by the Coordination Com-
mittee for the inquiry has been satisfied that all that had
been said against our Party and our Ministers are baseless.
In this mattter also, the Rightists have not had the decency
to express regrets for having spread blatant lies.

4. The slanderous charges made against us by the Right
Communists and certain other conflicts inside the United
Front became the subject-matter of discussion in the Coor-
dination Committee’s meeting in November. After the dis-
cussions, it was unanimously decided that such open charges
and conflicts should not be repeated. We hoped that a new
chapter would begin after that. But the Right Communists
have continued in their old way.

Their Broad Unity

More vehemently than ever before the Rightists began nam-
ing individually and attacking CPI(M) Ministers. They took
up issues connected with the departments handled by CPI(M)
Ministers and organized agitations and sought support for
these agftations from opposition parties including the Con-
gress. In an organized fashion they tried to build “broad
democratic unity” in these anti-Communist (Marxist) agita-
tions.

5. The culmination of all this was what happened in the
budget session of the State Assembly. In this session, the
Right Communists not only made charges against CPI(M)
Ministers; on the basis of these charges they also sought to
rally the Congress-Kerala Congress opposition behind them.
It is worth mentioning that members of the Congress and
Kerala Congress on more than one occasion said that they
supported the entire speeches of the Right Communists ex-
cept for one sentence where they had said that they sup-
ported the budget.

6. We are not forgetting that on many occasions other
constituent parties of the United Front have participated in
these attacks against us. But the initiative for this had always

Vol. XII-11
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been taken by the Right Communists. After the Congress
and the Kerala Congress, no other party had the impudence
of the Right Communists to spread so many lies so shame-
lessly against us.

7. When all this was going on, the Congress and the
Kerala Congress were raising the slogan of isolating the
CPI(M) inside the United Front. Kerala Congress leader
K. M. George in more than one speech endorsed the agita-
tions of the Right Communists against the CPI(M) and stressed
the need for forming a Ministry excluding the Marxists. As
for the Congress, the resolution of its Kottayam Conference
evolved tactics for a struggle to isolate the CPI(M) and an
appeal was made to the other constituents of the United
Front to work towards this. ,

8. This is the occasion when, not only in Kerala but all
over India, reactionaries are raising the slogan of isolating
the Communist Party of India (Marxist). It is under cover of
this slogan that they began their first attempts to overthrow
the Ajoy Mukherjee Ministry in West Bengal.

The Truth Behind this Slogan

it is under cover of this same slogan that they are trying
to sabotage the united front that is now taking shape in West
Bengal. Anyone can see the attempts that are being made on
the all-India level itself to exclude the Communist Party of
India (Marxist), rally all the other non-Congress parties against
the CPI(M) and thus disrupt the non-Congress united fronts.

A Congress member of Parliament even moved a non-
official resolution demanding a ban on the CPI(M). The
Speaker refused permission to the motion only on the tech-
nical ground that instead of mentioning the Communist Party
of India (Marxist), it had referred to the Left Communist
Party.

It is a part of this all-India effort to evolve tactics to
isolate the CPI(M) that the Kottayam Conference of the
Congress, in the presence of Congress President Nijalingappa
and Central Minister Panampiily Govinda Menon, adopted
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the political resolution which worked out the tactics for
isolating the CPI(M).

9. In this situation, what should the Rightists have done
if their claim of being champions of anti-Centre struggle
and rhass struggles have any basis? What they should have
done’was to tell the people the game behind this slogan of
isolating the CPI(M), openly state that this was the first step
to disrupt the growing unity of the people against the Con-
gress and the anti-people policies it has been pursuing, and
appeal to each of the constituent parties of the United Front
and to the entire people of Kerala to be vigilant.

10. But what did the Right Communists actually do? What
they did was to even more vehemently repeat their slander-
ous allegations against the Ministers of the CPI(M), raise
even imaginary issues connected with their departments and
launch agitations and struggles, even issue statements pub-
licly that a CPI(M) Minister was accessory to a murder— in
short, what they did was to pursue against the CPI(M) the
same tactics of struggle the Congress had evolved in another
form.

11. Crowning all this came a statement by T. V. Thomas
that the CPI(M) was getting isolated because of its own
mistakes. T. V. Thomas is happy about the self-isolation, for
whatever reasons, of the Party which the Congress and Kerala
Congtess are openly trying to isolate. What can be said about
a person who with the same tongue speaks about the anti-
Centre struggle and claims to be champion of popular unity
for that struggle!

LeY us remind T. V. Thomas and his friends that even if
our Party has to face temporary isolation for popularizing a
policy which we think is correct, we are not afraid of such
a situation. We had proved this in 1962 and 1965. Everyone
including T. V. Thomas’ party had then shouted that we were
Chinese agents, that we are Pakistani agents. Is it not be-
cause you thought that we were totally isolated that you
created an electoral front against us in 1965? You know
what its outcome was and if you still want to pursue the
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same tactics, we cannot stop you from doing it. As for us,
we are not following any policy which can result in self-
isolation. The policy we have adopted is one which will
facilitate the mobilization of the largest number of people in
the struggle against the Central Congress Government.

If, for any reason, the policy we pursue is not fo: the
time being acceptable to all sections of the people we will
not stop popularizing and implementing that policy for fear
of the temporary isolation that is likely to result. Hence, we
will use this occasion to once again state what our policy is.

As made clear in the joint statement adopted at the time
of the formation of seven-party United Front before the elec-
tions, the Central Congress Government’s anti-people poli-
cies are responsible for food scarcity, unemployment and ajl
the other ills from which Kerala is suffering. Hence any
effort to defend the interests of the people of Kerala can
only be through struggle against the Central Congress Gov-
ernment and the anti-people policies it pursues.

The majorities in legislatures which non-Congress par-
ties secure in Kerala or any other State and the Ministries
that are formed on the basis of such majorities haie to be
utilized for the struggle to shorten the life of Congress rule
at the Centre.

It is possible that such a line would not be completely
acceptable to the Right Communists or other parties. They
perhaps think that they should somehow maintain good re-
lations with the Central Congress Government and run the
State administration without creating any big conflicts. That
this is a myth, that the existence of the non-Congress Gov-
ernments itself depends on the struggle against the Central
Congress Government has already been proved by the expe-
rience of West Bengal and other non-Congress States.

Experience of Kerala
What has been the experience of Kerala itself ?

Till March 1967 the Centre supplied enough rice to maintain
a six-ounce ration. From April 1967, this was suddenly stopped.
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As a result the ration had to be reduced to three ounces.
Even after the first harvest of what has been called an
unprecedentedly bumper crop, the Centre is not allotting
enough rice to the State to give a six-ounce ration. To add
to the problem the Centre has also given the directive to
raisesthe price of even the three-ounce ration.

Congress leaders of Kerala go around saying that there is
no political discrimination in all this, that it is because of
difficulties in procuring enough rice, etc. In reply to this we
had said that if the Centre was so helpless, the State Gov-
ernment was ready to take the responsibility of purchasing
the rice needed by the State and distributing it. All that the
Centre had to do was to give the necessary powers to the
State Government and the facilities needed to buy rice from
any of the States of India or from any country outside.

The Centre did not concede this legitimate demand. Ac-
cording to them, this would break the unity of India! Then,
if we say that to maintain that unity, the Centre should buy
rice from wherever it is available and supply it to the State,
the Central Government is not prepared to do that either. At
the same time, Congress leaders in the State start agitations
against the State Government for not getting adequate rice.

Thus on the one side there is the ration-cut, on another
side ration price-increase and on the third side, agitations by
local ,Congressmen against the State Government. For quite
some time now it has been clear that the Kerala people will
have to powerfully oppose the Congress policies responsible
for all this. We had said that the people of Kerala should
fight @s one against this cruel policy of the Centre and that
the Coordination Committee of the United Front should give
the lead for such a struggle.

In pursuance of this the Coordination Committee had called
for the Kerala Bandh on September 11. After that, we had
again raised in the Coordination Committee the question of
organizing the agitation and struggle against the Centre. The
Coordination Committee had, in fact, appointed a sub-com-
mittee to plan out this agitation and struggle.
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But we had to bring before the people the issue of this
struggle against the Centre when it became clear that in-
stead of going forward on the path decided on, Right Com-
munists were trying to divert the attention of the people
against the CPI(M), and some other constituent parties of
the United Front were also knowingly or unknowingly in-
volved in this Rightist game. This should expose¢ the hol-
lowness of their cry that we are bypassing the United Front
and organizing the struggle alone.

When the Rightists began postponing the struggle on one
pretext or another and at the same time continued the slan-
der campaign against the CPI(M), we had to declare cat-
egorically that even if we were alone we would fight this
inhuman policy of the Centre. Even when we declared this
we were confident that once all the facts were placed before
the people, the other parties including the Right Commu-
nists will have to come to the path of the anti-Centre struggle.

Our decision was the forerunner to strengthening the anti-
Centre struggle on the basis of the broadest unity of the
people. And on that basis, we had begun our work. We are
happy that this is at least partially understood now, it is also
welcome that even the Right Communists have now begun
making speeches and issuing statements in support of the
anti-Centre struggle and the popular unity needed for it.

It is also good that they have now begun demanding that
the United Front should discuss and take decisions about
when the struggle against the Centre should begin, what forms
it should take, etc. We will gladly participate in such discus-
sions. But we want to state that if these discussions are to
become fruitful, the Right Communists should abandon their
attitude of singling out the CPI(M) and attacking it.

Before closing this statement, we would like to bring up
another point. Apart from speeches and statements in the
Press, other efforts have also been going on to isolate us. It
had even reached the stage of a proposal to form a Ministry
excluding us and with the support of the Congress and Kerala
Congress. Our information is that T. V. Thomas and some
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other Right Communist leaders were active participants in
these efforts. It was when this conspiracy was being hatched
that T. V. Thomas made his notorious Ponnani and Trichur
speeches. It is not much use the Right Communists now
concealing all this and coming out as the champions of unity.

Wg are not very happy that we have to openly speak of
the wrong attitude of the Right Communists. It is our wish
that this should be avoided as far as possible. But we were
convinced that even to build the popular unity about which
the Right Communists are speaking so much now, it was
necessary to bring before the people the misdeeds they have
committed so far. We hope that they will give some thought
to all this and correct their policy. We also hope that the
popular unity manifested in the 1966 Kerala Bandh and the
1967 General Elections will get further strengthened and
Kerala’s struggle against the Centre will be crowned with
success.
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P. Sundarayya’s Note
on National Integration*

The General Secretary of the CPI(M) ‘
submitted a Note dated June 18, 1968 to the
National Integration Council having its meeting at
Srinagar from June 20, 1968

From June 18, 1968
P. Sundarayya,

General Secretary,

Communist Party of India (Marxist).

To

The Chairman,

National Integration Council,
Government of India,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
New Delhi.

Dear Sir,

Let me thank you on my Party’s behalf for extending us
the invitation to join the deliberations of the National ‘Inte-
gration Council.

1. At the outset, | may be permitted to make 1t perfectly
clear that we accepted the invitation to attend this meeting,
not because we are optimistic of any immediate, poé'mve
and fruitful outcome of these deliberations, but it 1s the
foremost importance of the problem under discussion, a
problem that 1s causing serious concern to all the demo-
cratic forces of our country, that has prevailed on us to
attend this meeting and present our views on the issue, in as

*Published as a printed booklet 1n June, 1968.
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clear and precise a manner as we can. The reason for this
opinion of ours is not difficult to be discerned. A look at the
cavalier manner in which this highly complex problem is
treated by the powers that be during the last twenty years,
after she attainment of political independence, and especially
sinces 1959-61, when the 1ssue, 1n all its magnitude, forced
itself into"the forefront of the political arena, does not 1n-
spire us with the optimism that the political party in exclu-
sive monopoly of power in the country 1s either seized of
the seriousness of the problem or can tackle it.

2. The frequently recurring communal and religious riots
in several parts of the country, the inter-State disputes and
wrangles on innumerable small and big issues that threaten,
at times, with the imminent prospect of national riots, riots
on the language problem, the constantly growing and deep-
ening friction and estranged relations between the States
and the Union Centre, and the unashamed attempts of the
reactionary vested interests to freely trade on these evils 1n
furtherance of their narrow and selfish class interests—all
these, today, are found aggressively on the ascendant in our
country.,To deny or underplay this truth is nothing but to
attempt to fly in the face of the facts of life and the realities
in the country. If the problem is not tackled and solved by
seeking correct methods and solutions in time, we are afraid
that the time may not be far off when things erupt and burst
up taking their own spontaneous course, much to the dismay
and horror of all those who cherish the democratic unity of
our country and rapid progress of our people. These fears of
ours are not unfounded or ill-conceived, as several of our
political opponents say in trying to slander our Party, but
based on the study of modern world history and the entire
experience of the formation of single-nation states, the ex-
periment of multi-national states under the leadership of the
modern bourgeoisie and the living examples and lessons of
unifying different nations and nationalities under socialism,
of course, on a totally different plane from the one con-
ceived by the capitalists and their political theorists.
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3. Our Party is keenly interested and extremely anxious
to resolve this problem on a strictly scientific and demo-
cratic basis and strives its utmost to avert the danger that
threatens to engulf our country 1n the days ahead. This keen
and vital interest of ours in Indian unity and real national
integration arises from the very class basis on which our
Party is founded and pledged to go forward. The working
class will be 1n a position neither to forge 1ts own absolutely
necessary class unity nor the umty of the allied democratic
classes 1n its struggle for social emancipation and advance
in the midst of disruption from communal and religious ri-
ots, national animosities and pogroms and the inter-State
nivalries whipped up by interested chauvinist forces.

Secondly, we as Marxists, while fully aware of the fact
that “for its development capitalism demands the biggest
and most centralized States that are possible™, are conscious
of the truth that provided congenial conditions for demo-
cratic advance and social progress are not curtailed, “the
class conscious proletariat will always stand for the larger
State”, as “it will always welcome the closest possible eco-
nomic amalgamation of large territories 1in which the
proletariat’s struggle against the bourgeoisie could widely
unfold”.

Thirdly, we are of the considered opinion that such large-
sized multi-national states cannot remain strong and stable
unless the widest democracy and fullest autonomy for the
constituent parts are guaranteed in word and deed, and we
have no reason to entertain the illusion that such a guaran-
tee, in the ultimate analysis, can be ensured under the rule
of capital and its exploitation, notwithstanding the fact that
“even within the framework of capitalism it is possible to
reduce the national struggie to a minimum, to sever its roots,
to render it as innocuous as possible for the proletariat™.

Lastly, our Party is quite conscious that our country is
newly liberated and remains an economically backward one,
that the anti-imperialist task of elimination of this depen-
dence and liquidation of the consequent social and political
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effects on its further progress is still an important factor,
and this anti-impernialist, democratic struggle is immensely
facilitated by a democratically united strong state, i.e., the
Indian Union.

Sueh in brief 1s the Marxist-Leninist outlook on the issue
and we are strictly guided by 1t.

4. As already pointed out above, we have to state frankly
that the very understanding and the basic approach of our
Party differ fundamentally from the one formulated and
practised by the Indian National Congress and several other
political parties 1n our country. The resolution on National
Integration adopted at the Bhavnagar Session of the Con-
gress, held in January 1961, attempts to trace the main source
of. the origin and growth of the tendencies and trends of
disintegration in post-independent India to the ‘democracy,
with widespread system of elections’ and observes thus: “Under
the cover of political and social activities, the old evils of
communalism, casteism, provincialism and linguism have
appeared again in some measure...Communalism which has
1n the past done so much injury to the nation is again com-
ing into sevidence and taking advantage of the democratic
apparatus to undermine this unity to encourage reactionary
tendencies. Provincialism and linguism have also injured
the cause for which the Congress stands. It is, therefore, of
the utmost importance that every effort should be made to
remove these evils and always to keep in view the unity and
integrity of the nation.” Life and experience since these
utterances, full seven years ago, prove beyond a shadow of
doubt ¢hat such an understanding of this problem is utterly
shallow and the so-called efforts to remove the alleged evils
are reduced to nothing more than empty platitudes.

Or else how can one explain the series of communal riots
and massacres that took place during 1966-677 What about
the language riots in 1965 and once again in 1967? How,
and wherefrom, comes the inspiration for the Shiva Sena,
Lachit Sena, Tamil Sena and the like, all of which prosper
on narrow nationalism, chauvinism and parochialism? What
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are the lessons that emerge from the fact that not only the
old Naga problem remains unresolved after more than ten
years, but several other problems of a similar nature which
are widespread all over the North-eastern frontiers of our
country also have been added to it with a vengeance? How
to explain the general deterioration of Centre-State relations
and the particularly acute and growing political strife be-
tween the Congress-dommated Centre and the non-Congress
held State Governments, during the last one year? What are
the underlying causes behind the deteriorating relation be-
tween the people of Kashmir and the Indian Union and why
the same people who once enthusiastically welcomed close
relations and union with India have gradually grown scep-
tical and suspicious, providing fertile ground for the exploi-
tation of their frustration for different ends by different in-
terests?

Numerous explanations advanced and apologetic reasons
trotted out do not and cannot hide the ugly truth that the
problem of the democratic unity of the different commun-
ities, nationalities and peoples living in the Indian Union
today, is far from solved. On the other hand, the emotional
and patriotic unity that was widely prevalent in the days of
the freedom struggle against the alien imperialist rule and
also current in the initial stages of post-independence days,
is not only, today, absent, but the danger of disuni'y and
disruption has increased, assuming far more serious pro-
portions than was ever witnessed during the last half a century.

One cannot objectively analyse the causes for this sorry
state of affairs and find out real solutions if the cutlook
prevailing and the policies pursued by the party in power
during the last two decades are not subjected to careful scrutiny
and review.

5. Our Party does not and cannot accept the totally per-
verted and dangerous thesis that ‘democracy, with its wide-
spread system of elections’ has ‘resulted in some ways in
encouraging certain disintegrating forces’. The reality is that
it is the denial of democracy and its distorted application
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that are at the root of this so-called evil, one of its chief
causes and major source of mischief. What we are witness-
ing 1n our country, today, is the existence of a howling con-
tradiction between the outmoded, mediaeval, feudal, and semi-
-feuddl economic social base on the one hand, and on the
other,’the parliamentary democratic political superstructure,
which 1s sought to be introduced and functioned in post-
independent India. Parliamentary democracy is based on the
capitalistic mode of production, while autocratic rule is the
form of feudal and mediaeval society. The political attempts
at reforming this anarchic, mediaeval economic base have
not touched the fringe of this stupendous problem and every
passing day of the perpetuation of the old order is resulting,
as, 1t 1s inevitably bound to, in the intensification of this
contradiction between the economic base and its political
superstructure. The so-called evils of casteism, communal-
1sm, parochialism, linguism, etc., which are catalogued as
the sources, threatening the unity and integration of the country,
in the ultimate analysis, are nothing but some of the crude
manifestations of the decadent, semi-feudal agrarian social
order, thtt is jealously defended by the present state and
Government of India, while attempting to develop capitalis-
tic economy. A closer examination of the country’s economy,
constitution and its working during the last several .years
clearly reveal as to how it stands guard in defence of the so-
called property rights of the feudal and semi-feudal mo-
nopolistic vested interests. Instead of attempting to resolve
this basic conflict through necessary and urgently called for
radicaPreforms of the social-economic base, it is strange to
find that the Congress party seeks to discover the reasons
for the growing threat of disintegration in the system of
elections and democracy in the country. Is it any wonder
then that such an analysis of the causes of the phenomenon
under discussion, in the final analysis, may land them in the
company of those who acted as the butchers of democracy
under the treacherous slogan of ‘controlled democracy’ and
similar other forms of perversions of democracy ?
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6. It is not difficult to understand the close and intimate
connection between the country’s economic base and its
political superstructure. The extent and measure of success
or failure in the Congress Government’s attempt at industri-
alizing and modernizing the country’s economy is bound to
reflect in the extent and measure of success or failure bf the
attempt at introducing political democracy and its flourishing
in the country. It is inconceivable that real political democ-
racy can function and flourish on an economic soil which is
riddled with all conceivable contradictions, strife and crisis.
The snail’s pace progress of our industrialization and mod-
ernization of our economy, the manner and method by which
this is sought to be achieved, i.e., through collaboration with
foreign monopoly capital, through alliance with big landlord-
ism and through encouraging the growth of Indian monopo-
lists, and the widespread mass discontent generated because
of the growing gulf between the urgently needed social de-
mands and the limping and tardy growth of industrializa-
tion—all this is not only creating conditions of great social
unrest but also engendering forces of inter-State strife and
Centre-State disputes—disputes regarding the allocation of
resources, industries and other developmental activities to
different States and regions in the Indian Union. To put it
sharply, the capitalist path of development embarked upon by
the Congress Government, at a stage of world develcpment
when the very world capitalist order is decaying and rapidly
disintegrating, is unable to sustain and nourish the unity of
different nationalities in the Indian Union, and, on the con-
trary, is gravely undermining unity and fast fomentirig cen-
trifugal forces. The democratic, anti-imperialist urges that
inspired national unity and the singleness of purpose in the
days of the freedom struggle against alien rule are, today, on
the wane; and the principal reason for this is the frustration
felt by the democratic classes and masses, born out of the
fiasco of the path of social advance, chosen by the Congress
Government. Hence, any attempt to analyse and assess the
causes of the growing threats to Indian unity and to seek
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remedies without-relating it to the underlying basic and deep
socio-economic factors would reduce itself to a futile exer-
cise. The entire experience before us since 1959, when the
1ssue was mooted afresh, goes to corroborate our apprehen-
sions.’

7.'Besides persisting 1n the basic mistakes pointed out
above 1n t'acklmg the problem of Indian unity and national
integration, the Congress party and Government are also
committing the serious blunder of putting casteism, commu-
nalism and the democratic demands of nationalities on apar
with one another and of denouncing all of them roundly as
forces of national disruption and disunity.

A correct and scientific approach to the entire problem
dgmands of us, first and foremost, that the realization that
our country comprises of several developed and devloping
nationalities with their distinct and separate languages and
corresponding cultural frames of mind, notwithstanding the
existence of certain common features of an all-Indian cul-
tural background and economic-political interests. Any at-
tempt at either non-recongnition or half-recognition of this
biggest reality is fraught with serious dangers to our na-
tional unity.

Unfortunately, there prevails a strong tendency among
several political parties and their leaders to wish away this
reality by deluding themselves that the concepts of a coun-
try and a nation are synonymous and that the Indian Union
i1s a single-nation-state. The two categories of states, i.e.,
unilingual or single-nation national state and the multi-lin-
gual or multi-national state, by the very nature of things, are
different in character and composition, and demand two
different types of democratic solutions to the different prob-
lems they will have to face. But the present rulers as well
as some other leaders of different political parties in our
country do not reckon with this truth, and strive to carry the
administration of the Indian Union, more or less, on the
lines the former colonial rulers were carrying on in the pre-
-independent India.
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The stubborn resistance offered to the formation of lin-
guistic States, the persistent attempt to force one language
as the sole official language of the Indian Union, the denial
of democratic and autonomous rights to the States, the re-
jection of full autonomy and even separate States within the
Indian Union to a number of peoples living in the‘ hilly
forest regions of our country (usually designated as tribes)
in compact territories, the non-recognition of the rights of
linguistic minorities and the non-implementation of rights
that are conceded on paper, and the excessive and exclusive
concentration of state power in the hands of the Union Centre
and its Government, are some of the major manifestations
of the above-cited undemocratic and authoritarian outlook.

Is it not strange that even today we often come across
political leaders denouncing the democratic demands.of
nationalities as ‘linguism and parochialism’, and make them-
selves bold to state that the danger to national integration
has increased because of the linguistic reorganization of States,
and then suggest the abolition of the same?

8. Our Party, after a careful and serious consideration of
this problem has come to the conclusion that unity of the
Indian Union can be effectively defended and the process of
national integration can be carried forward only by a consis-
tent application of democratic principles and methods to
one and all the aspects connected with this issue; denial of
democractic process cannot but endanger the unity the in-
tegrity of the Indian Union. We draw your attention to the
observations made in our Party Programme and in other
resolutions (Appendix). )

9. The other disturbing and distressing phenomenon that
is on the ascendant and causing serious concern to all the
democratic and secular-minded forces in the country, is the
repeated recurrence of communal riots and the consequent
scare and insecurity that have come to prevail in the minor-
ity community throughout the country. It is not necessary to
catalogue here all the ghastly incidents that have taken place
during the last four to five years in our country. If these are
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allowed to continue in the same way as till now, there is
hardly any doubt that the secular foundations of our society
will be completely undermined with all the consequent dam-
aging national and international reprecussions on our country’s
future. Why this spurt in this ghastly phenomenon? Which
are the forces actively working behind this menace? What
are the concrete steps taken by the Government to uproot
this evil? From where comes the failure in this regard? And
what is to be done to arrest this menace? These are ques-
tions that the present deliberations of the Council should
urgently address itself to, if it is earnest in tackling the
problem.

To sidetrack attention from the rising social problems,
reactionary forces like the Jana Sangh and others fan Hindu
communalism, incite violence against the Muslim minority,
and rouse the most backward obscurantist sentiments. Only
a couple of years ago the capital of India saw the disgusting
anti-cow-slaughter demonstration led by naked sadhus and
organized by Jana Sangh leaders, with the Government help-
lessly watching the situation. Certain Congressmen—promi-
nent leaders—openly associated and fraternized with these
reactionary forces. The Government yielded to their pres-
sure and in spite of its boast of secularism did nothing to
educate the people regarding the anti-national reactionary
charadter of the demand.

The fact is that the Government, the Congress party and
its leaders, with all the boast of secularism, are prisoners of
Hindu chauvinism, and afraid of attacking its worst mani-
festations.

While casteism and a communal outlook may still persist
in all communities, the communal problem as manifested in
Hindu-Muslim ricts, is mainly a problem created by Hindu
chauvinistic parties—Iike the Jana Sangh—hunting out the
Muslim minorities. Almost in every riot the initiative comes
from these chauvinistic elements in the Hindu community;
the minority community is the worst sufferer; they are rap-
idly losing all sense of security of life and property; it is a

Vol. XII-12
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constant complaint not only of the minority but also of im-
partial observers that in these riots the police and the bu-
reaucracy not only do not grant any protection to the minor-
1ty community but often incite the rioters against 1t.

The Government knows this to be true. They have facts
in their possession regarding the Ranchi riots. But nol one
spokesman of the Government has the courage to fix the
main responsibility on Hindu communalist elements. They
all talk in a general way of fighting communalism clubbing
the hunted minority with the chauvinistic elements in the
majority community. In this way the fight against commun-
alism in the concrete is dodged and the people are cheated
with pious expressions about communal peace and national
integration. .

The protection and defence of minorities—religious, so-
cially oppressed—i1s one of the tests of democracy and the
Government is completely failing in this by its refusal to
curb Hindu chauvinism.

Besides has the Government thought of the problem of
securing minimum justice for the minorities? Is it not a fact
that the members of the Muslim minority find it extremely
difficult to get jobs in all concerns including the Government
services? Is it not true that Urdu which 1s the mother-tongue
of a vast number of Muslims is being accorded unequal treat-
ment and even suppressed by some State Governments?

There are two aspects of this problem. The first is the
situation created by riots engineered by chauvinistic ele-
ments from the Hindu side. The Government must show
courage to fix the responsibility in proper quarters and smash
their designs which form a conspiracy against the unity of
India and its democratic advance.

It is at the same time true that these riots take place in
the background of an obscurantist outlook prevailing among
the people. That is why there is so much callousness among
the 