
prefatory

I completed work on this Report in June. In the four 
months which have elapsed since then, much has happened 
in Kerala that needs taking into account. The law and order 
cry has received renewed vigour and fury. Along with this 
old myth is also the charge of Communist interference in 
the State administration. There are also a few clashes of 
a political nature which resulted in the death of a few 
people.

But the question is : Do these developments necessitate 
any alteration in the major conclusions of the Report? 
I hardly think so. If anything, recent events in Kerala have 
only confirmed the basic conclusions of the book.

15 October 1958
H. D. M .

kerala (i)
after
independence

The story of Kerala (that is, the Travancore-Cochin part 
thereof) from 1947 to 1957 is a sorry tale of a succession of 
toppling Congress ministries, of small-minded men losing 
their heads on ascending the seats of power and of unending 
and ever-changing factional alliances between Congressmen 
to pull down those who happen to be in power. No wonder 
the Malayalee people most emphatically declare today: ‘If 
Namboodiripad goes, let us have president’s rule for the 
rest of the electoral term. But God save us from the old 
Congress gang.’ (‘Report on Kerala,’ Current, 18 December 
1957.)

The story of Kerala in this decade is also the story of 
an ineffective central Congress leadership which repeatedly 
and miserably failed to stop the galloping rot in the State 
Congress organisation, advised as they were by those whose 
own public life has been ‘painted in shades of grey merging 
into jet black.’

Thus, the Congress president, U.N. Dhebar, in his letter 
to the Mysore Pradesh Congress chief, S. Channiah, in 
connection with the no-confidence move against the then 
chief minister, S. Nijalingappa, warned the partymen that 
'they do not understand that it is an approach of that 
character that has been responsible for the debacle in 
Kerala.’ Dhebar added : ‘There, every third year, the Con
gressmen pulled down the ministerial structure and set up 
H now one to be pulled down again after the lapse of couple 
• >f years. I have not yet found a single leader in Kerala who 
I kin not been responsible for pulling down on one occasion 
or the other the ministerial structure and all the advantages


