H:ts ‘Common Man

Hurts Nationdi; | _Economyi

To what extent have the : pronouncements and -

sentiments of the Nagpur Congress found. place in
the scheme of Sri Morarji Desai’s Budget, asked °
Bhupesh Gupta addressmg himself to members of the "

Congress Party. in Parliament and the country as a'

" whole. The leader of the Communist Group was ini-

.- tiating the debate in ‘the Rajya Sabha from the Oppo-
sition side on Sri Morarji Desai’s maiden Budget.

N OBODY expected, social-:

{sm to_be advanced. by Sri

" Morarji Desai but still being a -
. Congressman, "

“at least as a
matter of courtesy” one would
have: thought the - Finance

. Minister would . not flinch

from using that expression.

" “Now it Is ‘a significant fact”

said Bhupesh Gupta “that in

the whole budget proposal, Sri-

Morarji Desal who is a case-
hardened businessman in

many matters, has chosen not .

to ‘use the ‘word - ‘soclalism’
once.” :

add “of the present mental-
“ity that is coming about in

the financial policy of Gov- :

ermment.... -

“The Nagpur declaratlon .

has gone by the board as
far as the Budget proposal
is concerned" .

The Nagpur resolution on

" Planning, had :-clearly .stated

< -State - trading" should- be “con- .

that public ,enterpriseso and

" ducted so as-to yield:resources

\

- for . public : purppses. Bhupesh

.Five Year: Plan,

“It is symptomatic" Bhu-
pesh Gupta proceeded to .. -

topple”, saild Bhupesh Gupta,
adding ‘that . it -was -essential
nevertheless “to take into ac-
count : realistically the actual -
situation that obtains.” :

In the Finance Minister's

‘whole speech there was hardly

any reference to unemploy-
ment. “Yet:the facts are tell-
ing,” said Bhupesh Gupta.
“When we started the First -
unemploy-
ed persons on the live register

.numbered 3.37° lakhs—almost

34 lakhs— in 1951. -
““At the start of the Second

_Five-Year Plan it had risen to
"7,05,000 and now, in December

Iast year,  the -~number is
11,83,229..... This is only an -
index; the real rise is much

“higher.”

Gupta . recalled ~the -, Pritne ,J.lnemployment

-*"Minister’s’ speeches, - the Nag-

pur- decisions on . cooperatives;

on’land . ceilings which was .

considered “a commitment to
the' nation" “to ‘be completed
by the .end of the year”. He

.asked Congressmen. and Con-

gress members to examine the
Budget in terms of those de-
clarations, stating:-

. “The Budget ~proposals

mock at the Nagpur decla- -

ration, if X may say so. They
run counter .to the good de-
clarations made at Nagpur."

Three Basic - ;

vl’roposmons. '

At the outset-he had asked
the House - to keep: in mind
“three basic propositions” in
dlscussing the Budget:* first,

- the present economic situation

in the countty in general and

the crisis of the Second Plan.

in particular, = secondly, the
need to prepare for the Third
Plan and finally; the Nagpur
decisions of the Indian Na-
tional Congress. -~ -

‘Having dealt with the Bud-
get vis-a-vis. the .Nagpur de-
clarations = Bhupesh Gupta
turned to the economic assess-
ment sta.ting

his . predecessors has. given .a
distorted account. of the eco-

nomic situation in the country .

as though he is afraid of fac-

. ing the reality .and I.do not

think we can go- ahead and

- make: things ‘better by shying

away fiom’ reality and trying

to draw I.maglnal'! «<Plctures -

that do not exist.
“No.ope will 'say that our

: ‘country’s ‘economy is going to

: - month.
“The Hon. Minister, like all .

Growmg

Be recalled that Sri D. N.

Ghosh' the Director of Na-
" tional Employment Survey’
in his recent report to the
- Employment Adwsory Com-
mittee had pointed out that
in West Bengal alone there -
were .2,14,914 unemployed
persons on the -live register
and that a new feature that:
had emerged = was that of
these, 74,000 = were women,

Sri Ghosh had also pointed -

* out that the rate of creation

- of employment opportunities
was declining in the coun-
try. -

Bhupesh Gupta’ also cited
figures of the new job-seekers.
entering the market given re-
cently by Prof. Mshalanobis,
the Statistical Adviser to the
Cabinet—one ' million every
year in urban areas and 2}
million every year in rural
areas. 'As for underemploy-
ment, according again to Prof.
Mahalanobis 20 million: peo-

"ple have hardly an hour’s
work per day, 27 million-less-

than 2 hours’ work per day,
45 million less 'than 4 hours’
work per day and 53 millions
less than 15 days’ work in a

" “Now,” said Bhupesh Gupta,
“the. Second  Five-Year Plan
envisaged. eight  million new .
employment' opportunities and
now they- are . saying ‘that it

" would not be even five millions

... That {s tosay, all the en-*
trants into. the labour market

..after the.secongd year would :
.not.have been absorbed in the *
“five-year perlod. So a ‘backlog -

Is created ‘and this is:a new
phenomenon in our economy.
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Let alone the creation of em- '’
‘ ployment opportunities

for

the - new- Job-seekers every

. year, we are not able to find

jobs even for the old job-
seekers. So the position is re-
versed and.- unemployment is
growing. .., but here the Hon.
Minister gives us a somewhat
over-optimistic picture which

“is not- at all sustained either

by reality or even by official
statistics. ...

: “What-are we ruudgetmg :
‘for? What are we planning
Whom are we looking -

for?

5n5

'up to for the remaking of

our country?  Is it only the
. 0. S. A. we must look -up to
‘to find the resources or must
" we twrn our attention to the
.idle labour, to our unutili-
sed labour, in the "urban
- areas and in the country-
side so. that human endea-
vour could at once be har-

- nessed into great productive

channels, so that economic
development could go on?
It is a question to which we
maust find an answe:”, Bhu-
pesh- Gupta said.
Coming to-the food situa-
tion he said it was not merely
a question of good or bad har-
vest as the Finance Minister
had tried to make out. “After
all the crisis - in agriculture
today is essentially a crisis
of the existing agrarian rela-
tions, which is the reason why
the. Nagpur

of ceilings.... It is acknow-
ledged even by the
party that there is something

wrong in the agrarian rela-

.tions. But this:attitude finds

unfortunately. no -reflection
whatsoever In the Budget
proposals of the-Finance Min-

.- ister”. .

Stagnant'
Agnculture
Giving figures of cereal pro-

‘duetion and of its availability

—per - capita - to ' consumers
Bhupesh Gupta showed’ the
“state of ‘stagndtion in: our ag-
riculture—“despite :
that 40 lakh acres-have been
brought-under new irrigation

\

n

session of the:
Congress took the decision to . .
go ahead with the imposition-

ruling

- the fact -

and that fertilisers are also
being used and in some' cases
productivity per acre has also
gone up.”

Food imports.in 1956-58 had
been 8.87 million_tons costing
about Rs. 350 crores and in the

whole Second Plan period '
- even at the existing scale they
would go up to 12 to 14 mil- .

lion tons costing Rs. 560 cro-
res. “Is it a crisis of bad har-
vest only?” asked Bhupesh.
“It is a erisis of a,gmﬂnn
relations, aggravated by
profiteering- and hoarding .

on the part of -thesé anti-

social people against whom,

I must confess, to our eter-
nal shame, no action is
“taken by this Government.
This is the crisis of the food
situation, and yet you see
that in the matter -of State

trading the Government is™ - )
- that the Hon. Finance Min-

not moving fast. In fact, the
State trading - scheme re-
mains still on paper.’> .

Referring - to the constant

rise in prices of foodgrains— .
-occurring ' even at harvest -
time, the leader of the Com- °

munist Group showed how
besides causing’endless misery
to the people the process was
having a baneful effect on the
whole economy:

modities, = upsetting - of the
price structure " as a whole.
“It upsets the calculations

and the price structure of the -
Plan and it pushes the econo- -

my into a staté of continued
uncertainty and erisis"
The wholesale “price index
had risen from 102.6 in 1956 to-
111 in 1958 ahd 112:3 in Jan-
uary 1959. -
No propo&.l whatsoever
had been made in the Bud-

- get for holding the price
line, not even in regard to -

- mential commuodities, Bhu-
pesh Gupta pointed. out.

Decline in the rate of grow- "

th of industrial production as

" - indicated in the Budget pro-

posals was from 8 per.cent in
1955-56 ta 3.5.in 1957-58 ‘and
this ‘was another indication
of the seriousness of the situa-
tion. At the approach of the.
fourth : year. - of the: -Second. .
Plan when the tempo’ of deve.’
lopment should have risen

I fall in con-
‘sumer demand for other com-

- While balance of payments
positién too remained bad,

very high we find it declining,
taking the industrial sector as-
a whole.

trends in export trade also -

showed stagnation and alarm-~
ing symptoms. Deficit in bal-
ance of trade in 1956-57 was

'460.5 crores, in.1957-58 Rs. 580 .
crores and in the first half of -
The
. problem was going to be more

1958-59, Rs. 272 crores.

acute because of the Euro-

pean Common Market. In face.
of all this the Finance Minis- ~
-ter remained absolutely happy

and unperturbed,. Bhupesh

Gupta pointed out. -
The major reason for: decll-

'.ning trade he pointed out lay

in the fact that thjs trade

. followed certain- fixed’ lines..
. Some 70 to 75 per cent of our
. exports -

continue: €6 ga to

capitalist countries in Western -

Europe’' and North America.
- and the commodities

figure dominantly in this trade

as a whole have shown a con-
tradictionary trend.

From whichever angle you . -
look af  it, Bhupesh Gupta -
. said, ’

id, “the economic situation
is far from so encouraging as
is sought to be made out.

‘I should " bhave thought

- ister would have taken -the
~ Nagpur Resolations. a little
more seriously and formu-

lated .the Budget propesals.
That would have helped to -

carry forward - whatever,
. good declarations have been
made, in practice, But then

which -

‘

" he_has belied the homt )

some and falfilled the hopes
of others: He has belied the
- hopes of many delegates at

- the Nagpur Session . of the

Congress—Congresamen and .

the country—and "-he has
- .fulfilled the hopes of Mr.

Chinai .who was defeated

" and walked out at the Nag-
pur Session,

.who are 2gainst the public
' sector; against State trad-
ing, against big:
" ‘development.”

Big Business
]ubllant

" Bhupesh’ Gupta cited press_'
reports of jubilation and-“un--

bounded enthustasm’ in Stock
Markets over the ' Morarji

- Budget and -the satisfaction
“being expressed over ‘it in the R
Big: Business ‘Press and: asked - -

“If - the "Nagpur: - Resolutions

. SEE PAGE 4

N TN T

‘the Big Busi- -
ness ‘and those elements - -
‘'who are well up in finance, -

‘industrial .

* Were sought to -be ‘iiiplemen- -

L
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- WORDS AND DEEDs

i

. ALL those\e who',felt-elated sp-eech'o'f" the Communist lea- .
. "“with  Pandit - Nehru’s ~ der, Bhupesh Gupta, - in the

u. | S. OF'H%cm.Sf GET

_ ! til . he | Mac it was considering the transfer
DU A ¢ knowing esolution. If g .25 ~“the Con-- to the private sector of four . , - . e
ought to néw feel indignant v parting - of "the gress was > to State-owned factories many. v . , l T? E RY G IR
“over Morarji's budget pass-- : . ways, it 'should be -accepted. :.;out -ﬁl Chinese type of socie- facturing paints, minera] pro- - ) - . : - o ici 'th’Union' Food Minister A. P. Jain
by-th Cabinet, headed t After -an, the Congressmen in India based on compul- ducts, cricket bats, ' surgical : S o ) o : o« = . - L ment Delegation wi LU -
~.ed byt d-.i Nehru himself THE REAC"O "ARY, ' -wWho left the organisation sion.” o . Instruments and knitted pro- : ‘ Wi Aid On India . vembers of ihe ait:l“eéni(o;gv%rgricﬂltm Minister P. S. Deshmukh:”. " ;.
. by Pan 1 ) NE. . OFFENSIVE ,_'aftEI Mahatma. Gandhfs ass - R ducts. The' Min.i,ster admjtted ’mpact of SOVIet é . : B ' ‘ ) '
All the- relief that the bud- 0 pelmiion of leadership were 5 . Phat his alternative that the factories wers rum- B R
. get gives is to Big Business. . . not bad persons. Yet they had o

. ) Congress policies -was he = DINg at.a profit but advanced
The Wealth Tax, the Excess " THERE Is a tendency to ' go because they could not

“preferred the stat o with the astounding argument that
Profits T tc., have been :__ Underestimate the-signifi. -accept the change.” (Times of E: 2es Ju
. rofits Taxs, etc., :

. € evolutionary progress.” The. their transfer was being con-
( itance of the planned offen- India, March 2,
. scuttled as ‘demanded - by ‘Sive of reactionary elementg

‘ ’ '  two alds help to -
tes Gov- which the two a!
-Zgnlx’;hi:ega?zuggesbed develop. For, on one side is

Bhilai project, to pro- .
Sangh, he sald, stood for pri- Sidered to encourage ‘the pri- to the Government of In- 31‘“%& one xgﬁnjon " tons of ;
'yét onty  YAPe OWnership'and individyai Vate sector! ' ety ke a0 4o steel by 1961, and on the i
! India’s wéll-organised-and against lang reforms. Their = The above are -yet only . jperty and alleged that “up- . L progressively ‘like a.
iferous monevba. New C2mpaign, however, is sys- words, for, there is no orga- - der Nehru's regime there was  The above’ is. symiptomatic
+ vociferous moneybags. Ne tained and’ well-planned ang

: Mr. .Dil-
. be available - other—well, even
mt.h;.;)nci;un;org ﬁr‘éﬁ specific lon will be hard put to

- nised counter-offensive, from no freedom “for the Indivi- &nd no - isolated incident.
. and big burdens have been the reactionaries within and . within the Congress against QUAL” It Is g Clever attempt  Speaking on the Budget, De..
* * put upon the common peo- outside the Congress have

in A o
. [ P - -.mocratic Nationa)l Conference ] as at present, . jave helped. L . i
: d in- E308ed UD {0 run a country.  the Well-organised offengins : c(,,,tn"nl;nuntﬂﬁ °§f;'gilﬁate§.m§f,ie leader Dogra stated that agri. ) :‘iﬁ;ﬁe Hamber of program- . U B, Elr“ﬁe?bu;wﬁoaﬁc : RU’S GLOWING TRIBUTES TO SOVIET ,U‘ g R
ple through increased in- wide campaign. . - of reactionary elements whe Congress leadership against - cultural and industria) pro- _mes, said the Hindustan PrOgTeEs: » _ NEHRU s R _ RS R
. direct taxation on the nece- . " work from within the Con- Whatever - progressive propo- duction was declining and yn.. Times on March 2. gtess- _ . _ T | I o . - oot it -
ssities of life, . The Dehati Janata Party of gress as also froin witheut '5als it is now compelled to ;’:g}gg’gg;ﬂ: iseir&c;gasi_s?tg ;nd . ‘Recalling the t,estimony,‘  THE ‘DIFFERENCE . _ .c_ o souoss, eopparation in the ﬁelci_ ggf;ifm‘,,. saton ' S
N : man 1 o e Bttt o ottt 38 lErim, hopeless ang ey Bers %ot StateDosginr - 1 “while the So- poration. betwosn Tndia of suence and the of tectni- M. A Mukhitdinoy conveyed . ... |
The common man has been hender Singh’s presidentship. forms. This is just the weak- He refused to ‘answer spe- Derate.” fe suggested that the : mn “betore the House = Moreover, - | Operation :
' 5::1?%:?0? tntllct’esgcitangargggni (AL was inaugurat;d by the ' mess of the situation that cific questions on the foreign - Whole house sit as one com- 4
/ o Congress M . Sri Nagoke.
uncovered, clearly pointing

air: : the i national personnel all this . wishes and cordial greet--~° . .Y
oreign Affairs Committee,  Viets have already con- and Soviet Union was cians and specialists — all “best wish
) ! the Central Executive Com- Policy of the Sangh bput mittee and Foreign
-out the danger of further at- = L1¢ Slogans were cleverly ge-

. - all Mg K. E. Voroshilov, ' .
number ° A3C - it-  CE the friend- . ings™ from um of . -
. e BT ol vnbtiiets | Bpugledly v 4 St S s, o Preiden ot e “breasian o
i e S G et e e n S vt e i e ot T o 58 e " e % by machin - bning it in s speechon belall 3 et soompl of vy the Sipreme S wnd g
. 1 i - b " " s 0. . ., . - ! .. = . } A A 2 .. g !
tacks . on the _standard ?f ope%a%ive farming) nahin ;a_ derlined, which can make withg Wesé’g’r’,’, democ?:‘acies gxe:- “Spokesmen of the Bakshi Goy.. %;st %%inggojégtspiﬂght be and ts. or the *}g‘;’tﬁ?} to . ?nent delegation at the recep- - economh_t:,.c iagg_"pfi;a is sfuﬂ-.,;;gm' - bute to the work tzf ";Z,.‘Imsc U“E_' L
- living of our workmgec gxfgg ; Tenge”, “We will not pay ber. ~  the Nagpur resolutions re. cause neutralism did not ay ernment talkeg . complacence named as U. 8. projects thée optical glass—and tion given by the Indo-Soviet B Muk etn o e heavy machi- * ‘Prime - Minister and paid
:Iégk lsz‘s’;ggle o d open to terment lebvy," “Impose ceil-'  main a paper affair. In the present context” - - ggg anorned all ‘offers of co- ‘thus “making & greater im- ll:mpose to set up a mumber . G} ro1 Society on February :? erv;l plant which will produce _tended ;@gu{:?ctomthe St
; 3 ings. on urban Property”, etc., . : : - C . ' sct on the receiving coun- thers in the near future in New Delhi. ek r the whole = warm t speech. - He
* Pressure by native and foreign etc. The . Raja declared that . The RSS' has won a new T D : : le of . Of others ‘ 26 in ide during a yea - - Union in a short speech. -He
S 1 . : ) ) I . Citing the examp le the five drug . g aids The : ded for a com: . h «, we
 onspolcts, oy O s et SABHASANGH- s s it 0 ' BT gt pot Ry iyt A oo
S ism, but only to * ame Social- : ; : ‘ €SS . a person than General ' cians who- run -, Kashmir ang. d been rendered for spe- ’ financiers have lately ) ing and sym- A illion tons of  admir At e oo
The Congress leaders me- - jgm” The Congress leader, Sri CARIAPPA - K. M. Carlappa. As reporteq In under them corruption . ang Ei?i&:' projects, he said that Eéei.- gal'ing to go is colla- . found ““ni??e?;n 'giggtask of up- pmﬂ:jﬁﬁ;'ﬁ mining ma-  miration, from W’M"‘”’m‘ ing”' ERER
- ver tire of pointing out the Nagoke, proclaimed that i . " ihe Organiser, March 2, spea- chaos reign supreme, It is - “by operating that way th? / boration in setting up small”  pathy e | pational economy, ::fie plant has been desig-  lears and goh:zmadded, hed . 7 ¥
ontradictions between ends Was not. ‘a princes’ party’ . - king in the annual functionof - the duty of the rest of us in - . ‘Soviets have gained a lot o ndustries, and that too if  lifting.the d with. It is nery 1 commission-  Each country, € ot get ]
[ " . 4 i 1 indus 5 - Al < hich India is face . ed, which upon ts - feet and mot g o
and means of the Commun.- gutfa%fi thedtginmg tl}lmu,) o A SITUATION of confusion - }l;e l\slanglallcge b;?él oh ?1f‘11the g:lmsaitnogim tet s"ff}] aincriti- propaganda advantage.) they are allowed to p:i'&" reflected in the constant growth ?ng "will help to considerably ;ci find ;way by dny  wind. . L
‘ b s e ‘aiirmed his resolve to re- vi - 0 Sangh he said: ere uation prey; our . o ix uity ca ic’ 0o ion - bet- . utput in own . Gway oY i : .
Ists and ‘they try to be phi- p,o ;" e © Congress! He Cong‘ril;g o ulmiioiﬁeali%s;ggrgﬁf have = been misconceptions border State, 3 © - THE TRUTH ﬂpﬁtg ::nttl:l‘;siqmtcyharaéter Of economic :,°i‘;§‘?f““°" increase = the e laz-u;spu"lt of  The Soviet .Union, he .s‘,‘:t‘:; R
losophical and self-righteous flarmed the Congress against nity for the reactionary com- 2bout the RSs that it is com- ' B o Sy of the projects, however, 'ween our countries. : this cwgr? of the Soviet and - had become mge:ﬁﬁef of -
“-about it. One needs no phi- the Communist Support to its  myna; organisations to raise - Iunal. ... The Sangh stands . E What, however, is the ;o 0. o010 exnlains, the . BHILAI . Joint eff ologists large quan-  .Power that t-hei wenced by
losephy but common sense ;imlgzgh%mc% ‘;"éncil; he st?iiad their heads and make a bid to fﬁz %‘;’;ﬁoind S;lﬁﬁsst;ervlilce.or FRONT OF B i truth? Is it correct, as 21? - divergence in thetwpeogilg;s : ST ;"tfg"of? oil were found at -'thFem ;uofelf i‘tlrzbesn{)l‘r doce ot
: ; ' " je- - Was coll on the- stir up ang rall the reaction- aund all. the -allega- - ‘ i i ests, . that the tion to the oads. . . i t f eco- ©whatev o
' to see the gross contradic Congress before lon s y tiorts 1 e i - Dillon suggests, .that g Teactlo : Jow f the most importan Cambay. The yolume o : . .
. ; | g. ary elements. - They are no ons levelled agginst iy are STRUGGLE i t behind . the Soviet's on ™o <" on which they One of the mc t put- ot tion is con-- not do. . ifuddin © Kit-
- Hon hetween ‘the declared - " missing their o ; - only deliberate attempts of ) secre nd . in the n offered have .as  pegylis of this is the recent pu nomic  cooperation A Earlier Dr. -Saifuddin = Kit-
 economic aims and the act- Once upon 2 time, M. R g ance. ' Interested people - motivated T S : I v-eﬁl;l::: o}m el::ltl)l::intﬁyé assist~ gﬁr:ilbgg?ltributed towards  ting into operation, g:elﬁiflaif’t' stantly and mp]ﬂtgz;ge::nzg chlew, welcoming the guests on
L~ ual bu_dget proposed by the. &4::1;11;1 ,tnled dto be;::’?micfg the Prof. Ram Singh in hi's':“‘bre- gsllltsqnlllg f(i’rt gf Selfishness. . . . T HE struggle - for fo0d at - .[‘: . :.ﬁce consists in ifs. being determining their attitude  gage of the Bhilai & year by year. Mut
© Congress Government. It is trying o hewcr: ‘2 “kisamy  Sidential address ot D e isstgelz*r‘:;’tli‘:;‘;tf e Prices and against the earmarked for specific pro-
the budget that is the actual leader. He inaugurated ‘the S€SSion of the Hindy Mashasa- g

-the ISCUS had stated: : - =
. inued. ‘““The " ed on. behalf of 2
in this respect. For, even 8  prukhitdinov continu ficial - trade conduct

asts \ i jon ‘embarks
modern | 1 is betr USSR “As the Soviet Union

Spirit of service of th th €  unjust betterment 1levy ‘¢on- A jects? Xt it is so, how is it o000 e T e  Mulhiting ntinued. “The fial trade conducted.
. ! N 1 Vi € mother- ‘€0 B -
ins ent of implementing Karnatak | Kisan Convention;, Pha. stated on February 20 in |

) tinues unabateg in Punjab
i land. 1'find thay this much- .
whatever ecomomic policy Dresiaes oy er by N. G. Ranga DB2haras that the Nagpur reso-

Py : - its Seven-Year - Plan,
assista per i India, participa- d India incressed 44 times upon. eq an old man . -
+$ - thd tance, rendered by .ence between 24 per cent, equipment to India, p . on e 3 - .everybody, even . R
felt need is - Its strength hag already made ) B - ctt:;tﬁes like Canada, or :ﬁg rate on which the So- - tion in desxgn;fg and cqnsk'mt since the jear ‘of ;953 ver. % has - -feeling .
ks - Where he called  the Nagpgm: lution ;;’f the ' Congress on eIt hee : ﬂlled_.py the RSs, - the chandigtzrh - Ministers even the USA (for the USA, 1o credit hss, as -a rule, ing plants of heavy engineering lik me,
one seeks fo pursue. ¢ . i “ ; agrarian policy was “seriously . : come rushing to New Delhi for ;
. ;giggtlgﬁ]: na?ionr,:dtral;lesrimg defective to the extent of be- . YOU are all developing in ' A
", . D.F. Karaka fairly accura- _ atic . :

- consultationg,
g Ing impracticable... The ex. CSX2Ctly the Way. in which 1" . -
tely forecast the budget when

YEA | fet - edge and "
- i P . that" Soviet knowledge ~and.

i heny oton gtving wa been given, and 5 to 6, even —the 'very basis of independent . IR '7_. ‘ R PLA“

The : periment is bound . to ‘meet

“relying purely on my know- he Zonal Council of the

: ess. ‘will reach the highest = .
~ rogress. will rea : )
in very often giving ald o .. cent, which has been - economy — success$ful coopera progr

cessiu - andiose point in the world. . ;
vomnme | RS TRRAS o el il Bt meet %y sovomprenlai e ow wntene et
. - . 3 s . an- B ) ernmen . om -t ce ) i S
with failure  and frustration to«deyelop. This is indeea my )it e tth'e bonrggois Press . b : iﬁ%ﬁoﬁg’t TR e eq‘ ' Eémf creggi‘;;. ) R : : gal?t!ilo:al.gcommy of ‘the S‘:lvft. g::olugzi are known the world
ledge of the make-up of the CD2Mbers of Commerce and would follow.... I may warn [€3rt's work.” o o cature the struggle, 1. ive a few examples - Hence, in looking for the . rantee of the O o e P e Gomy.  over and it has become amply
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.~ foreign ' assistance.

' léAéE FOUR'

-ted-would it cause so much’
jubilation and: acclamation?”

‘Coming to Budget proposals
Bhupesh Gupta said on fore-
ign assistance accounts up-to-
date indebtedness was to the

" tune of Rs.~1,211.65 crores and .

for this year the Finance Min-
ister takes credit” for Rs: 337
crores on that account.

-. Another 'negative -feafure

“was deficit financing which

-already in the first three years’

" _of the Plan had reached Rs.
950 crores and Rs. 222 crores

more are to be added to it

" ™ this year, thus closely appro-
* .aching already the Rs. 1,200

crore figure provided for for
‘the entire Plan period. .
Union Excise duties . which’

- in 1950-51 accounted for Rs.

€7.54 crores have risen 'in the
present budget to Rs. 325 cro-
res—that is indirect taxation
which falls on the’ people.
“Foreign. assistance is ‘up.
Deficit financing is up and
. 'indirect taxation is there
.which has an adverse effect
on the market and which is
.regarded as™ regressive by
- . the United. Nations Finan-
- cial Surveys. All thése are
‘there. Well pay him tributes
if ‘you like. But mind the
interests of the nation,”
‘Bhiipesh Gupta warned:
He dwelt at length with
from the
West ‘and foreign investments

. and:the nature of these. “It -
_ is the policy of the World

‘Bank'and. American capita-
- lists,” he pointed out “not only
to infiltrate into our economy

“but to retard and distort the -

development of our economy.

- It is disfiguring our economic

growth by having joint .part-
nership with the Indian con-
cerns and- by strengthening
the private morfopolist -sector

in aur economy. These Budget .

proposals are a2 surrender and
a capitulation to that line of
assistance.” A

How Will These

- Loans Be Repaid 2 ™

Then, the question of repay-
ment of loans™ was going.to
come . up soon in.a big way.
In ‘respect of loans - already
incurred repayment will have
to be made as follows: 1958-59
—Rs. 23 crores;. 1959-60—Rs.
35 crores; 1960-61--Rs. 92

© crores; 1961-62—Rs. 123 -cro-

res; and 1962-63—Rs. 107 cro-
res.s . ’ L
Bhupesh Gupta quoted an
American journal, New Re-
public, December 1958, writ-
ing as follows; .
- “The total amount of re-
' payment in foreign exchan-
"ge due during the Third
. Plan period may well ex~
" ceed one - billion - (Rs. 500

B crores). equalling and.even -

exceeding- . the amount of
foreign assistance India will
have received for the Se-
- cond Plan.” .
- . He asked: “How .will you
manage it? How -wi_ll\you

fulfill your  obligations ‘in

the matter of repayment?
On the one hand you have

- these'’loans . and there are
. your efforts for fresh loans.
“ “QObviously, the Hon. Minis-
ter thinks that the Americans
" will be very good and write off
some of the things or at least
defer the time for repayment.
Maybe; they may or may not
“give more time, but the coun-
try is being mortgaged. We
are bartering away the coun-
try’s future when it is possible.
to find  other - alternative
sources of revenue, especially
by mobilising the internal re-

. |

ssources for the reconstruction .
- of the country, by using-the-

~

- can.”

unitilised manpower, by.us- .

ing the wunutilised ' installed
capacity and above all by re- -
organising the, trade pattern
of our country -so that our ex<
port trade-pays for our ma-
¢hine tool requirements at
home.” - - ]
Showing how instead of
creating conditions for any of

-these things being done, Mo~

rarji Desai’s Budget continued
the policy of pampering the
same Big Business which in-
dulges in ‘manipulations and
frauds to cheat the public ex-

chequer of invaluable reve-

nues, Bhupesh  Gupta gave.

documented factual instances .

of these malpractices. -

Civil Administration

Costs Up -

Taking up the revenue side
of the Budget he showed how

revenue deficit in current year"

despite strong criticism from
the Public "Accounts Commit-
tee had gone up from Rs. 27
crores to Rs. 32 crores.

Finance Minister’s figures was
Rs. 23 .crores. . T
There is an increase of Rs.

25 crores. (from 197.72 crores

to 222.75 crores), provided for

under Civil Administration
despite all talk of économy
drive. '

.The economy drive Bhu-
pesh Gupta said affects only
the Grade.III and Grade IV
employees. For the rest the
expenditure on Civil Admi-
Jnistration ‘gees on rising.
“What is the use of talking
fine langnage when we do
not even bring down the
expenditure under Civil Ad-
ministration by proper eco-
nomy and by reducing the
-salaries of high-salaried
officials who  are getting
‘even today—much to our

- shame—Rs. 4,500, Rs. 4,000,

Rs. 3,000 and so on apart
. from other advantages and
perquisites.”

In the Capital Budget, he
pointed out to the fact that
only Rs. 25 crores has been
provided for investment under
capital’ head in the public
sector. How this paltry figure
fitted in with the Nagpur re-
solution about strengthening
the public sector, Bhupesh

Gupta asked. ‘“This is a para-.

dox, paradox of profession
and practice.. Solve it if you

We Oppose |
Every [tem

The taxation parf . 61 the
Budget, Bhupesh Gupta said

was very serious. The Finance-

Minister was very happy
about it and Big Business too.
“But I beg of the Congress
members opposite not to feel
so sure about .it. I say so not

" because I expect them to ac-

cept my point of view....
. “Here is a series of taxes:
taxes on_ art silk, rayon
_yarn, vegetable” products,
vanaspati, levy on Khand-
sari sugar, duty on cigare-
_ttes, etc.. We oppose. every
item of this taxation. They,
hit the common man in one
way or another.” .

" Bhupesh Gupta sald that
his .money could be easily

found by other means, by a

slight adjustment in the tax-
ation at the.upper level and
‘if the Government had a
mind to collect Expenditure
and Wealth taxes. properly.
“Who = gets . exemptions?

_Kindness . and- generosity is -
“overflowing -:-in the - Treasury,
“Benches and: »in:-,t.hat;fr;ugually .

i

And
additional taxation now con-
.templated -according -to the

ation’s Future

the Big Business is‘the gainer.
“Who' asked you-to abolish.
this Wealth Tax? They (Big
Busiiess) have ‘been asking
for it for the last.few years
and now it has been done....
Then Excess Profits Tax, gone.
It has been gbolished. - Com-
pany Tax which could ' give
Rs. 30 crores, abolished. Now
you see the whole scheme. - .
“Where is the Kaldor Sche-
. me? Where is Kaldor? He is
gone,. gone with the wind,
gone under the pressure of
Big Business. XKaldor had
expected Wealth Tax to
yield Rs. 17 to 25 crores and
.the Hon. Finance Minister
thinks that it would give us
only Rs, 12 crores - or so.
Kaldor expected the Expen-
diture Tax would get us Rs.
10 to 15 crores, but the Fin-
ance. Minister thinks it will
- get one crore. -The Hon.
Minister in the Budget for
this year thinks. that the
Gift Tax will yield Rs. 1
crore whereas Kaldor says
that he would get by Gif
Tax Rs.'30 crores. . = -
“Bither Kaldor was right or.
he was not. If he was not
right we should not have was-

ted time on his suggestions..

But he had some- basis in

‘making his recommendations,
-and if his calculations . had

any relevance,.then I can say._

that the Hon. Minister ® has
completely gone back on: his

recommendations, or rejécted-

them and the Kaldorian sche;
me has been finished, scuttled
in the Treasury Benches....
MOur aim is an integrated
scheme ‘of taxation. How can
we have it when we allow all

these exemptions? It is a:

serious thing that even after
the Nagpur resolution ‘the
Hon. Minister and his Cabinet
‘colleagues should give such
unabashed exemptions in-fav-
our of the rich who have to
be tapped. The whole -scheme
is so palpable.”

Strengthen.
Public Sector
Giving his suggestions Bhu-

.

. Minister’s name has been bandied about. “The country

pesh Gupta said that the first.

thing was to give up the pre-
sent policy of relying so hea-
vily on indirect taxation. 84

per.cent of total revenue.at -

present is drawn from indirect

This should.go and
sources . of revenue

taxes.
other

should.be found. The public -

sector should -be expanded.
Some, . industries should be
taken over, nationalised, and

"in some cases the leases to

British concerns should not be
extended. (Leases of Calcutta
Electric Company and the

- Tramway Company should not

be extended, and if possible,
they should be. nationalised.)
Certain revenue-yielding un-
dertakings should be brought
into the public sector and
their yields or profits should
be utilised for national recon-
struction. -
Big banks- :should be
- nationalised forthwith. They
are creating havoc in our
economy.
. couraging. speculations in
foodgrains, they are advan-
- eing money to - the private
sector in a manner which is
harmful = to our .econaomy.

They are encouraging ‘in- -

flationary tendencies. These
amounts should be at Gov-
ernment disposal. .

Some coal-mines if not the

entire coal industry should be
taken over. Andrew Yule Co.
control more coal than the
total coal production in the

public sector. Jessops should .

be taken over and similarly
some plantations to.
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"¢¢THE best news in India today.is that its leaders -are

finally aware of the menace of Red China. Impres-

sed by Communism’s achievements but repelled by its me-

thods, ‘they are now facing up to the fact that the. world’s
most po
the w«?rl ’s most populous dictatorship, Either they or the
Chinese will become the model for  Asia’s awakening
peoples. - o : . L
“This has been the underlying theme in all the talks
1 have had with India’s top leaders, including the Prirne
Minister, Mr. Jawaharlal Ne%ru, as well as local officials.”
" 'These are the opening - sentences -of the first' serial
article entitled “A Report on India” by Averill Harriman
in the Times of India of March 2. It has been simultane-
ously published in ‘the leading Anglo-American imperialist

papers, the London Daily Telegraph and the New York:

Times. Mr. Harriman is the former Governor of New York
and.ex-US Ambassador to Great Britain and the USSR. He
is a top U.S. Democratic leader, a prospective Presidential
candidate after Eisenhower and js currently visiting India;
Pakistan, Russia and Europe. -

Another discovery that he made after his New Delhi -

talks with India’s rulers is that their “feelings about Ame-
rica in the past two or three years” have “softened”. -

Mr. Harriman is an influential and important American
statesman and no mere Amerjcan journalist. India is no
American colony but a self-respecting ind?]@lendent country.
We must take his words seriously especial g'l when' he has
‘violated all the decencies and. courtesies which the Indian
Government accords to such visiting dignitaries. T

First and foremost, Pandit Nehru owes an explanation
to the Indian public whether Mr. Harriman- has correctly
reflectéd his views.: If he has distorted them, what mea-
sures does he propose to take to ensure that leading Ame-
rican visitors do not misuse Indian hospitality. The Prime

must know where he stands.. . . o
Secondly, Indian views on the path of India’s deve-
Yopment, the differences among Indian parties and how
they seek to solve them and lead the Indian peopleé are our
own internal affajr, the concern ¢f Indians alone and not
foreigners. Dollar-drugged ‘Harrimans are used to throw-
ing their weight about, lecturing and dictating to weak
nations, seeking their “aid”. Will
country, however needy and underdeveloped, let a.visiting
American imperialist leader violate Panch Shila on our own
native soil? ) : S o
Thirdly, the proclaimed policy of the Indian Govern-
ment towards China is one of friendship, mutual trust and
The popular attitude towards the People’s
Republic of China is' embedied . in-the slogan .Hin -anm i
Bhai-Bhai. It is open American' policéy to soil India-China
relations -and bre'ai
colonisers and warmongers.  Can we let a leading Ameri-
can statesman cast doubts about the sincerity and stability
"of our independent foreign policy, sell the American impe-
rialist line of “menace of China” against the Indian national
‘line of friendship with China- and -Afro-Asian. solidarity
against colonial enslavement and for world peace?
-~ Mr. Harriman in the tone of the true American impe-
rialist has referred to Kerala as “where the Communists
have come to power by exploiting the discontent of a sud-
denly impatient people.” How is it the concerr of a fore-
ign American whom the people of Kerala elect as their
(%::Vernment? - The American brand of “democfacy” can-

not stomach .the Communists being elected as the legal

Government in any part of our country even under an.
orthodox bourgeois constitution through'the free vote of:

the people. - Anti-Communism is thé American slogan not
only to turn India against China, but also-to divide Indians
themselves. This is neither respect for Indian democracy

‘nor independence ‘but.gross interference against both.:

India’s traditional hospitality has -been ‘arrogantly
abused and our mational dignity vielated by this visiting
U.S. front-rank statesman. We call upon India’s Prime
dia’s honour'and
dignity, not let imperialist foreigners interefer in our inter-
na§n:1§airs, and save our foreign .policy from being discre-
dited and slandered. This is no partisan but national

demand. - K . e
: (March 4).
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“of . -strengthening

question

“This is how we create a
what is already existing. It

public sector which will stren-
-gthen our economy - and en-
able us, if I may use the words
of the Prime Minister, to get
at strategic -heights  in our
economy--and it will give us
more revenue to be channel-
led to planned development.’
.This is very important. © =

- getting- - control

ulous -democracy is in crucidl competition with-

our proud. and great-

our solidarity against the imperialist:
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is

a question of taking over
something. - Taking over may
take various forms. You ean -
use the Industries (Develop- -
~ment and Regulation) Act for
of units in
private -sector which are not -

% SEE PAGE 13.
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‘ It was just-over a year since the historic: Cairo
-Conference of the Afro-Asian peoples. "And now, in

February 1959, we were

meeting, again in Cairo, as

. the- Council, appointed by .the Conference, to- review
- our work and plan for the future.

IT had been a year of great
successes and- achievements
for the Calro spirit, for Afro-
Asjan solidarity, for national
independence and world pea-

Said -Mr. Anwar El-Sadat
(UAR) in - his Presidential
-address: .

“Much has been done and -

much has taken place since
we last met in Cairo: colonies

- have emerged. as independént

-States;" national ~movements

“have been given an impetus

and have gained ground;

nations have advanced; and -
‘events have occurred - which,

to say the least, have caused

imperialism to alter, if not to

revise, its policies.” . * )

. Smt. Rameshwarl Nehru

" (India), Vice-President of the. :

Council, in what was con-
sidered by many as the key-
note address of the session,
stressed the vital significance
of the Afro-Asian Peoples’
actions during the last year:
-- “Millions upon millions of
our.people raised their voice
of - protest against injustice
and 'aggression, forgetting
-the djfferences of race, creed
or colour or of ideologies. or
the physical distances that
separated them. It was.the
united challenge given to
the aggressors ‘which suc-
ceeded in averting the great.
dangers to which thé aggrie-
ved countries were exposed.
The unity of our two conti-
nents helped Indonesia to
defeat the foreign-supported
‘rebellion’. The unity of our
two continents helped the
Iraqi people.to defend their
revolution from.the threats
of intervention. It was again -
the ‘'same force of unity
which helped to bring about
. the withdrawal of American
and- British ' troops = from -

o N All-India Conference
o for Afro-Asian Solida-
rity will be held at Calcutta
from April 2 fo 5, 1959, to

" . voice united Indian opinion

Lebanon. and Jordan.”

Above all, during 1958, Afri-
ca had come into its own and
the two Accra Conferences—
of Governments and peoples
—had strengthened and ear-
ried forward the spirit of the

‘Bandung ‘and Cairo .Confer- .

ences. A ) o
Our activities had helped to
unite the Afro-Asian peoples

more firmly than ever.. The-

Conferences of Afro-Asian
Writers = (Tashkent, - October
1958), of Chambers of Com-
merce (Cairo, December 1958)

and ;qf Yo.uth (Cairo, _Febru- _
Afro-Asian Sol
' a

- Pro;

‘ary 1959) had been in the
words of the Council’s Decla-

ration “death blows to impe-’

rialism” and had demonstra-
ted, beyond.any doubt,
“Afro-Asian Solidarity has
been transformed into real
action.” .

Precisely because of our-

victorles more- and moré was

being expected of the move- .

.ment and of its permanent
organisation. ' S

Secretary-General - Youssef
el-Sebai, in his speech at the
"opening session of the Coun-
cil, stressed the need for the
expansion of the activities of
the organisatiori to meet the
demands - of the peoples of
each ' country--who increas-

ingly looked towards the mo- .

vement for assistance; moral
and material, at every crucial
movement in their struggle.

The Report of the Perma- .

nent Secretariat was an im-
pressive record of activity
throiigh t;he issuing of state-

- Country * after country in
Asia and Africa has sma-
shed its chains and won its’
freedom. Aggressive wars
and threat of war, attacks

that -

", has contributed her best to
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on the most urgent ques-
" tions of peace and indeperi<
dence. The Conference will
chalk out a programme gor
.the strengthening of Afro-
Asian’ solidarity and inter-
national cooperation in the
cultural, economie, 'social’
and; political fields. " .
Independent India, Work- .
ing for peace.and fréédom.

on national independence,
have been scotched and
ended, one after the other.
In all these successes for
the cause of peace and in-
dependence, India has play-
. ed a memorable role.

But .imperialism, though.
forced to reckon with the
formiidable united forces of
. Deace and freedom, is stub-
- Elomly clinging to its old
i;ways. Tension in the Far
wEast remains 'at a high
‘pitch. The independence of
some of the Arab peoples
remains .in peril. The re--
pression and fortures - in
- Africa continue to be omi-
nous and a serious danger
to'world peace. All attempts
. fo reach an acceptable
agreement- for ending nue-
lear. tests for all time have

forging and strengthening
this new solidarity of the
Asian and African peoples.
This new movement for
. Afro-Asian selidarity—sym-
bolised in the great Gov-
ernmental - Conferences of’
Bandung and Accra and in
the People’s Conferences of
" Cairo and-: Accra—has al-
ready been playing. a vital
role in stabilising ‘'world -

peace and it holds immen- . failed so far. This is the
se promise for the future. ~grim -world picture before
_We are witnessing today - us today. g

a new era of emancipation.-

. Systematic é_.ttempts ‘have .

v

ments, sending of delegations,
holding meetings and observ-
ing solidarity days on a num-
ber of urgent, questions.

Apart from . the political
issues, which naturally claim-
ed “the overwhelming atten-
tion of the Permanent Secre-
-tariat”, considerable work had
been .done also in the econo-
mic, cultural and social fields
—of which .the Afro-Asian
Conferences of Chambers of
Commerce, .of Writers and of
-Youth were the - high-points.
Plans are afoot for the hold-
ing of an Afro-Asian Women’s
Conference this year.

A monthly Bulletin and a
Quarterly Review had started
under the able Chief Editor-
ship of Sri H. D. Malaviya,

the Indian member of the.

Permanent Secretariat.

But all this was not enough.
The Secretariat itself expres-
sed its opinion that what it
had done was insufficient,
taking into account the vast
growth of the movement.
Secretary-General Sebai urged
all delegates to help to im-
prove the work of the Secre-

tariat by making criticisms

and suggestions. =

- “The Council meant business:
on the first day itself, it divi-
ded into three Commissions:
the first, to discuss the consti-
tution 'and the budget of the
_organisation; the second, to

discuss the - Secretariat’s Re- ,

port, work out a plan for
future work and prepare such
resolutions on political - issues

_as were necessary; the third,

to examine the development

- of the national committees of

the movement  and to take
steps to help them forward, to’
work out means of cooperation
with organisations with simi--

been made in the past to
- defeat our independent
policy in world affairs. That
game has not been given
‘up .and we have to be vigi-
lant more than ever now in
the face of new . threats -
against our couniry from
across the borders, where
military dictatorship stren-
gthened by foreign military
aid allows us no room for
complacence. -
Now is the hour for act-
ion on the widest possible

- scale by all who love peace

and freedom  jin Asia and
Africa - and - everywhere,
Now is the moment for In-
dia to act as it has never
acted before to fulfil the
‘hopes which hundreds of
millions place in it against -
-the forces of war and im-
perialism, - .

With this end in view
and confident of the power
-of the peoples to. ensure
" peace and - independence.
for all times, the Indian
Association for Afro-Asian

" Solidarity. has taken the

initiative . to  sponsor . the

idarity Co
e Of Action

. . @ by ROMESH CHANDRA

lar aims and to decide on the

date and place for.the next
Conference. L )

An immense amount of work -

.was- done by the Commissions

—both  organisational -and’
political. And at the end, each .
one of. the representatives of

the 48 countries participating
.felt that a real new chapter
had opened to take the move-
ment ahead, bullding on the
vietories of the past year, and
taking into account the reali-
ties of today and the perspec-
tives ahead. - .

The organléation. of the.

movement' was examined in
detail. A constitution for the

organisation was prepared’

cil’s

i e

and adopted—a sign ,of the
realisation among all that the
Afro-Asian ' solidarity move-
ment had come to stay. Vari-
ous steps were decided wupon
for the promotion of solidarity
committees in countries where
they do not exist.

Of particular: significance
is the decision in regard to
cooperation. with the Secre-

“ple’s Conference at .Accra
.and all organisations with
similar aims: ’
tives -will. be exchanged;
complete cooperation in the
realisation - of resolutions;
exchange -of publications;
cooperation in - directing
public opinion in connection

with the cause of freedom, °

peace and equality; and so

on. A

It must have made the blood
of the imperialists, who hoped
for an Accra-Cairo conflict,

boil to see that the General .

Secretary of the Accra Con-

Appeal For National Conference-

All-India Conference for
Afro-Asian Solidarity, in
cooperation with all other
bodies and individuals who -
subscribe to -the aims of

tariat of the African Peo- .

representa- -

‘Raman,- M.P, -Dr.
Ranjan Ray, M.P.,-Sri Man-" ~$
gal Das Pakvasa, Giani -

ing participant in the Coun-
cil session. . S o

tions has been envisaged.
Concrete steps have been

taken to strengthen' the per-"

sonnel of the Secretariat and

- the staff: o ’
A number: of campaigns .

~ ‘planmmed .

have .been
which include * those ' on
‘Algeria, Kamerun, Belgian
Congo, Portuguese:Colonies in
Africa, racial ' discrimination

"ference. was! himself a lead- '

‘A programme ‘of publiea- .0

e~

in South Africa, a “Hands-Off -

China Day” against American
imperialism;

Maulana Bhashani - and Faiz
Ahmed Faiiz; against. aggres-
sive military pacts like.the

for the. release =~ -
of solidarity” - workers like |

Baghdad and Seato Pacts, the .

proposed NEATG and bilateral

.. pacts;; for peace and disarm- - .
".-ament and banning of duclear

tests and weapons—especially

supporting the Fifth World .

Conference Against A & H-
Bombs - (at Hiroshima - this

.August)-and the World Peace -

Council Session - (at Stock- .

holm this May). - - |
‘The -main document—the

‘Declaration—stresses the great -

victories achieved by the unity
of anti-imperialist forces and
warns against the desperate
last-ditch battle being waged

by imperialism. Pinpointing -~

clearly  the major demands’. . '

embodied in the various reso-.

lutions, the Declaration’ con- -

cludes- by appealing . to the

peoples of Asia and - Africa .-

and of the rest of the world .

-“to unite -and intensify their .

common struggle for the final |

‘assault on imperialism and for
peace.”
.. We: left Cairo full
and confidence. The «Council’

the establishment of lasting"”

of hope *.

decisions guarantee that next ..

year will take:the Afro-Asian
Solidarity movement yet fur-

ther- forward.. -

-

Nihar

' -sations and individuals who

“Calcutta), Sri A. Kaleswara

- Hyderabad), Sri N. G. Ran-
“.ga, M.P.,, Prof. A. R. Wadia,

the Conference, - Gurmukh Singh Musafir,
L - M.P.," Pandit ‘Sunderlal;" Sri. -

R. K. Patil, Sri Mathuradas
Mathur, M.P,, Sri M. H. S.
Nihal Singh, MP., Sri VK.
Dhage, M.P., Dr. Waman S.
Barlingay, M.P., Sri Nara- . ¢’
yanan Nair, MP,, Sardar
Udham Sihgh Nagoke, M.P,,
‘Sri-N. R."M. Swamy, M.P, -
Sri Nawab -Singh Chauhan,
MP., Sri MH. Samuel, MP,,.
Sri~Bhagirathi Mahapatra,
"M.P,; Sardar Bahadur Sin--
gh, M.P,, Sri Ramesh Chan-

. ‘We appeal to all organi-

stand for peace and inde-
pendence, for Afro-Asian-
solidarity, to give the Con-
ference  their fullest sup-
port, to participate in it as
delegates, to join its Recep-
tion Committee and to con-
tribute liberally to its fiinds.

Signatories.to the Appeal
are: . C :

Smt. Rameshwari Nehru,
Dr. Anup Singh, MP, Sri
M.  Govinda Reddy, M.P.,.
Diwan Chaman lLal, MP,
Dr. Triguna“Sen (Mayor of

-Lal Barupal, M.P.,, Sardar
Igbal Singh, M.P., Sri Deen -

- Bandhu Parmar, M.P. Sri

. Shobha Ram, M.P, Sri P.B.
-Bhogji - Bhai, - M.P., Sri
Bhau .Sahib Hirey, ML.A,,
Maj.-Gen. S. S. Sokhey, Sri
P. K. Atre, Sri P. B. Satpu-

. tey, Sri B, M. Gaikwad, Sri
~Samiullah Khan, Sri A. B. -
- Bardhan, Dr. Gyan Chand -

and others. Lo

Rao: (Speaker, Andhra Pra--
.desh Legislative Assembly, -

-M.P,, - Choudhry - Brahm .
Prakash, MP, . Sri A. K. .
Gopalan, MP., Sri Indulal
Yajnik, M.P., .Sri Bhupesh

"Gupta, MP., Smt: Ila Pal- § < -
choudhuri, M.P., Sri Radha " ¢ ..

der -Vyas, M.P., Sri Panna s A
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State trading in foodgrains. The.

The text of .the- resolution on the Food Situation
* adopted by the Central Executive Committee of the Com-
munist Party of India at its meeting in Delhi from Febru-

ary 21 to 25 reads:

HE  Central Executive
TCommittee of the Commu-
: expresses-
its deep concern over the food
situation in the vcou:.xtry.

Although harvesting of the
crop ;tart\ed
two months ago, ‘the px:ice of
- foodgrains has not regstaed
any appreciablé fall = in-the

- ‘greater part of the country.

of India welcomed - thisjan-
nouncement. 4
© It may be recalled that ‘the

In the background of the fact

that the Government has im-
ported four million tons of food-
grains this year and together
with the carry-over from Jast

soaring prices, the Government
of India in November last an- .
nounced the acceptance in prin-’
ciple of State’ trading in food-
grains. The Communist Party

Communist Party demanded
State trading in foodgrains even
in its resolution adopted at the
Palghat Congress of the Party
and the National Council of the
Party in its Madras meeting -

. held in October last year em-

phasised that. without State

year’s imported stocks ax.ld thiS frading in foodgrains - meither
Jear's harvested foodgrains the the peasant could be saved
country. has a stock of about . °

68 million tons of foodgrains,
“jtis clear that the situation has

been brought about entirely by -

the anti-social - activities of
_hoarders aided by the policies
of the Government.-

The tragedy of the situation

is brought out in all its mag--

nitude in the fact that the Cen-
tral Government . has had to
supply 1.1 lakh tons to the sur-
plus State of Punjab for_three
months with the . promise to
supply mcre. Even~ -this has

wheat ‘which has increased 100

The tragedy is further brought
out by the fact that the Cen-
tral -Government
supply to West Bengal over
two lakh tons more than was

estimated as.the State’s deficit™

by the West Bengal Govern-
ment itself! . .

 Faced with the rising tide of
mass - struggles ' against these

F o
irst-.with aluminium

~ conductors in the country!

" ACSR (Aluminium
. Cable Steel Reinfor-
Cced) - -
‘o AAC (All-Alumini-
‘um Cables)
"o ALIND.ALL-WEA-
THER - (for “HSOS .
applications)

“e ALIND KER-AL-
“UTE building wire
“for house and’
- factory wiring,

I‘ irst to get the
&

certification
- mark!
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'from _tfxe éxploitatiOn of the

sharks of the market nor could

.the consumer be assured sup-

ply of foodgrains at reasonable
prices. Ly

Although nearly four months
have elapsed since this policy
declaration by the Government
of India, it is yet to formulate

.practical steps for implement-

ing the same,

The pronouncements of res-
ponsible Ministers, however,
make it clear that the only steps
the Government contemplates
are licensing ‘of wholesale tra-

; . e s B B B s e B e B D
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| solution Of The C.EX:|-

ders, - fixation of wholesale pri-
ces and the building up of lavr-
ger buffer stocks of foodgrains
by Government through purch-

ases from the . millers
-wholesale ‘dealers.

and -
-+ wholesalers have - stopped in

During the last one month,
the Government has fixed pri-
ces of many varieties of food-
grains and announced its in-
tention - of compulsorily pro-
curing ten to twenty per cent
of the purchases by the whole-

sale dealers and millers.

All these steps make a mock-
ery of the declared. policy -‘of
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N. PRASADA RAO, Ge-
- neral Secretary of the All~
Indie Kisan Sabha -writes:
‘Sri Kaki Lakshma Reddi,
Secretary of
Committee of the Communist
Party in Ravipadu village
Suryapet Taluk, Nallagonda
District, Andhra. Pradesh,
had attempted to grow rice
in ¢ small plot according to
the Chinese -methods. A si-
milar attempt had been made
by Sri A. Venkata Reddi,
Communist leader of Surya-
pet Taluk, in Ramannapeta
village.

‘stupendous. As they do mot
fully know what the Chin-
ese method is in its entiredy
and as they are guided most-
- ly -by newspaper :reports,
and also, as their resources
are limited they could not
avoid certain losses. But
still, after about half the
crop is lost, Sri Lakshma
Reddi got ar yleld which
amounts . to . about
maunds per acre. This is
eight times the normal yield
of the fileld of 40 wmaunds
per acre. If the losses were
not incurred, the
the experimental plot would
have beén more.- than 20
times the normal yield.

. as follows about his
-rience:

I saw -in Visalaandhra,

(Telugy Communist daily),

" in first week of October, the

news-item regarding Chinese

expe-

periment with similar trans-
plantation. On October 5 and
6, I dug half a cent of land
(24 square yards) in stand-

from a mneighbouring - plot,
four inches deep layer. One
cartload of compost, four
headloads of Vempali (green
manure), four pounds of
groundnut cake and four
pounds of super-phosphates
were put in. the plot.

the Branch .

‘The results achieved are

322

yield in .

Sri Lakshma Reddi writes

crops. I then decided to ex-~

ing water and put soft earth.

On October 7, we trans-
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' Andhra Experience

planted crop from a _neigh-
‘bouring plot of about - six
cents (288. sq. yards), the
plants numbering  about
11,000. The plants were in
flowering at-that time.
Besides  the  labourers
working for pulling out and
carrying the - plants, eight
labourers were needed for
transplanting alone  in this'
half cent-of land. These eight
labourers took half a day to
do the transplanting. . .
From the second day of
this. transplantation, the
leaves began to turn yellow.
We. then mixed four pounds
of ammonium sulphate in
water and drained it into the
fields. The crops again turn- -
ed greenish and began . to
grow. .
' Within ‘ten days the crop
in this experimental plot not
only became greener than
the crop in the neighbouring
“field, but it also grew one
foot taller than the other..
Passers-by used to feel the
crop and say that this would
give a good yield. The plants
grew so close that sticks
could not be thrust into it.
The ears of grain came Out
a week later than in the

other field. There dvas 50 -

‘per cent increase in_  the
grains. Each ear had 200 to
350 grains in it. We had to
stand on the field bund on
our toes to see the ears—so.
high was the crop. :

‘We planted Krishna Katu-
kalu, whose stem is hollow
and leaves are heavy: due.
to this and also due to the
rain water on the leaves
(one day it drizzled), the.
crop fell to one side. It was
not possible -to raise it and
keep it with the aid of fen-
cing. By the second.day, it
had fallen by half ¢ yard.
Not even half ~ the grains
were ripe then. Because light
and air could not freely pass
inside, the stems began rot-
ting and the crop and -the
ears began to dry up.’ .

NP

" Then we reaped the.crop
.and- threshed it. The grains
in the ‘ears which were good
+ (the outer ring. crop adas
good) ‘and half the gruins .
that were ripe in the crop
instde, were . gathered and
the total yield amounted to
84 seers and eight bundles of
hay [52 seers is one maund].
This works out #o over 320
maunds on an acre.

Learning the lessons from
this experience, I amstart-
ing work .on the summer
crop on 12 sq. yards. In my
backyard we have dug 18
inches deep and removed the
soil completely. We kept the
pit dry for 15 days, Then we
filled it with pati mannu
(rich soil)" and cowdung in
layers and for every layer
awe have put two parts of
super-phosphate and ~one..
part of ammonium sulphate.
We put all this manure by
mizing them well and keep-
ing .the layers dry for some
time. This procedure is not
yet over. After the whole pit
is flled, we have to water
“it, plough it in the wet, and
then put green .manure. We
are intending to retransplant
from a neighbouring . field
seedlings which by that time
will be one month old. I will
write about the. details later
on. 7 o
I have planted groundnut
in the same manner. First,
the soil was dug ten inches
deep. Four baskeds of wood
ash, four pounds of super
phosphate,” four pounds of
ammonium sulphate and one
cartload of pati mannu, were
put in the plot. In squdres of
two inches, the seeds were
planted by making - holes
with fingérs.. In the whole
plot, a total of 9720 seeds
were planted. The crop is
growing well. It is just now
flowering, Every week we.
are watering the plot. I will
write about the yield when
it is gathered. (The letter
written on’ January 21 last.)
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. foodgrains at the

fate .of the millions of consu-
.mer's and peasants continues to

be in the hands. of the, very
wholesalers - who have played
havoc with people’s food. -Al-
ready, with a’view to sabotag-
ing t4e building’ up of even the

" announced -targets of stocks by
the Government, and with a

view to beating down the pri-
ces of poor peasants, these

some States .buying from the
peasants on the false allegation

that the peasants refuse to sell. -
Many of the rice mills have

also been closed. B

The Central Executive Com-
mittee of the Communist Party
of India warns that the situa-
tion will deteriorate alarmingly
if-the present policies are con-

tinued.: It demands that the .

Government should - take the
following immediate steps to
arrest further deterioration:

@® Fix fair prices of the ma- -

jor foodgrains at village
site, in addition- to the maxi-
mum price. )
@ Fix the retail price which

-should not exceed the: pro-
ducer’s price by 15 per cent.

@ Ensure the fair price. for

the peasant by affording

facilities fo the peasant.to sell’

direct to the Government at the
village site and by

site. 4
© Government ;should: com-
-pulsorily procure surplus
from the landlords.
© Pending implementation of
full State trading in food-

grains, dealers should be made

agents of Government and.all
purchases made by them should

be under the strict control and . -

supervision of the Government.
A limit for the volume of trade
which a wholesaler should: do
in foodgrains should be fixed
so that one or a few of them
will not-be able to control th

entire local market. :

@© Government should open
retail shops

grains at the controlled prices.

@® The stocks purchased by
the State should first: be
supplied to deficit areas in the

- food zones. K

The Central Executive Com-
mittee of the Communist Party
desires to'make it clear that all

these steps, however, will not. -

constitute State trading in food-.
grains, which ean become a
reality only if the private whole-
sale dealers in foodgraing are

" totally eliminated. - .
‘The Central Executive Com- -

mittee of the Communist Party

desires to point out that the.

banking system in our counfry
continues to place,
resources in the hands of spe-
culators, despite all the steps
announced by the.Government.

The. Central Executive Com-

mittee, therefore, demands the
nationalisation of . - scheduled

banks ‘as one of the most es-
sential steps for placing ade- -

quate resources in the hands of

- the Government for State trad-

ing in foodgrains and for pre-
venting the utilisation of these
resources for- speculative pur-
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ensuring °
- immediate cash payment on

fair  price -

i } in all towns.
and big villages and sell food-

enormous -

. tate for radical land reforms,

- ;@f@mmunist
 Land

QNLY a couple of months

ago, Andhra Pradesh had’ 84

witnessed pad yatras: by
Ministers and Congress
leaders. As everyone-knows,
‘these pad yatras went “un-
wept, unhonoured and un-

 sungr - -

But today Andhra- Pradesh
is witnessing a-different kind
of pad yatra, Squads of Com-
munist . and " Kisan Sabha
‘workers, their strength vary-
ing from ten to hundred mem-

bers, have gone round the
villages - for days, walking
miles and . miles, . holding

- scores of meetings, addressing
thousands of people. . The
message - they .carried to- the
people everywhere was: agi-

"oppose  the - pseudo-reforms

proposed: by the Congress
Govemment. R .
Mass

Cont_a;c't

Reports are pouring m from.
every Taluk, every "District.

" throughout the State about

Party’s

Reforms
eels n | @mdiara FE

the - experiences of these

uads which have gone oub
in. response to the call of the
Andhra Pradesh Committee

. of the Communist Party of
India to observe a “Land Re-

forms Week.”

. As they. turned out, these
yatras not only propagated
land reforms. People in their
hundreds flocked to the squads
everywhere, poured out their
grievances and implored. them
to take up their case -and so

on. Real, live:contact with the

people was established during
the  yatras and 'the squad
members came back enthused,
inspired and. determined to
pursue their mass activity.

The
Response

Here'is just one report from
Podili Taluq of Nellore Dis-
trict to show the- experience
of the squads. o

The propaél;a;aa squad

‘here, its stre - varying

from 25 to 50, started on its

yatra on January 30, went

| KISAN

SABHA

SESSION

POSTP

' Reception Committes to

. THE Sixteenth Annual
Session of the All-India

‘¢ Kisan Sabha which was
scheduled to be held from

-~ April 3 to 12" will now be

‘held from April 25 to May "

-3, 1959; at Mayavaram in.
Tanjore District, says an
announcement from the
AIKS office.” The Central
Kisan  Council "will meet
from April 25 to 28, the
Delegates’ Session from-

April 29 to May 2 and.the’

open rally will be held on
May 3. B .
The  postponement has
been necessitated, says the
announcement, .in view of
the ensuing municipal elec-
tions in Tamilnad in which
all the kisan comrades 'in

"the State will be engaged '

and- the request . of the

- Punjab Kisan Sabha and’

.manna. The date and venue

I

NE

postpone the session by
three weeks. ) )
ATKS office-bearers and
some members of the Cen-
tral Kisan Council who dis-
cussed - this. question also
took into consideration the-

- anti-betterment levy satya- 2.

graha launched by the

the’ arrests: of hundreds of
Kisan Sabha leaders and '
cadres and warranis ag-
ainst many others.

. In-view of these develop-
ments, it was decided to
postpone the .session for
three wecks.

The ' announcement also -
says that the Central Kisan
Council will NOT meet from
March 6, 1959, in Perinthal--

%

will be announced latter. -

¥ A Kisan Sabha Publication
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N . the question of
3. was.tg‘ -lands, the - drought

round seventy-eight villages
for thirteen days, travelled
170 miles and held 80 public
meetings in which they ad-
dressed over 30,000 peeple.

In the squad was the Legis-
lator from that constituency,
-Communist leaders of the
Taluq, ordinary Party mem-
.bers, kisan and agricultural
labour . cadres and ordinary
people, including a .twelve-
year old boy and a seventy-
year old peasant who said : “I
don’t know whether I will live
for long; I want to come along
with you and tell the people
what'I think about these land

reforms.” Despite his age, he..

walked with the squad ~ for
seven days.

Everywhere, the squad was

welcomed at the entrance to
the village amidst enthus-
lasm;, taken into the village,
their food arrangements look-
ed after and their message:
--about land reforms was heard
.with attention.

Opposition To
Tax Burden

A microphone was set up on
a bullock-cart- and with

cart in the lead, and the squad
members behind -holding pla-
cards, banners, flags, the
march started. En route, in
every village, they were told

‘of the untold sufferings of the

blent o
3+ wells, cultivable waste lands,

_construction of roads and such
“"other problems, particular and

- peculiar to those villages, were .
- narrated to the squad leaders

and they were requested to

interveng to get their demands -

- conceded.

Reviewing the thirteen-day

. tour,-a leader from the Talug
. Committee of the Communist

Party said :

_“We learnt many invaluable
lessons from this pad yatra.-
The squad learnt many things
from the people. The squad
members came into personal
contact -and touch with the
- problems of each village, of
each section in every village.

““While the squad took the
message of land reform to the
people, ' the squad itself was

- enthused, seeing the response

among the people. As the

. squad moved forward, Iits

number used to increase.

. “The squad malnly took up =

and propagated the issues of
land reform, bamjar lands and
the Nagarjunsagar Project.

. Kerala and China, of course,

were the subjects they dealt

- with at length in every meet-
ing. e :

-“We also spoke on the minor
Arrigation projects of impor- .
tance to the particular area,
cultivable

NEW AGE

situation. and dther problems
and called on the people to
build ‘and strengthen ' the
mass - organisations in their
own villages.”

The faces of. the peasants
turned bright, when the Com-
munist Party’s programme. of
land reforms was .explained
to them. A peasant remarked :
“if land reforms are imple-

. mented as you say, . then it -
will be good for all.” Another :

peasant. observed : “It is not
our lands that will be distri-

_buted but of those who have
got huge  tracts. After all, .

however much we struggle, we
do not get enough for our
families now.” - ) ¢

A fifty-year old. woman ,
her hands folded in appeal,. -

_said : “Four times the usual
tax is %eing collected from

me this year. Please see that

this tax burden is reduced.”
“Why don’t you come often

to our village and take up .

our problems?” she gently
chided the Party workers.

In some villages, people were °
cross with-the squad, for not -

holding public meetings there.

In another village, some -

people asked :* We have been
working in the Party for such
a long time? Why are you not
admitting us into the Party?
Can’t we join or are- we not
fit for joining the Party? -

- Congress this time.

.off to a good start. . ~

© FRON OUR COBRESPONDENT

. Yet -another strange, but
natural, question they asked :
‘When are
‘again? “No question of voting
We are
selling our belongings to pay
taxes. - That is our state of
affairs.” : .

Taxes of ‘about nine lakhs

rupees which include arrears -
for the last two years'are .
being" collected in a most "

merciless manner and -every-
one was heaping abuses on the
Government. o

The thirteen-day tour was.
rounded off with a huge public
meéting and the meniorands

collécted from 35 villages were ‘
submitted to the Tahsildar on .
the last day. R

.

- ~The squad dispersed, but not

_before attending ' the Taluq = -
where the -

Council meeting,
experiences were reviewed::and

a new. programme for work .

was chalked out.. - .~

This.is only one experience. -
_-Scores of similar reporfs are; . «
reaching the Communist Par- .- "’
ty’s Provincial Heéadquarters: .

in Hyde:jabad'. D

A fresh breeze is blowing in
Andhra. Péasants - in. the

villages, workers in the towns,”

middle-class employees in the:
cities—they -are "all on - the

march. And the march has got -

‘now, try tea with

‘ Into a piping hot cup 6f tea;
- add a few drops oflemon

" (not milk) and sugar

to taste, stir and sip in v‘ v

the goodness of tea with.

the ﬁchnss,k of lemon. .

*A tempter at all times! g

CesTue | -

“yotes” coming -
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HE' Labour. Contract So-
“.cieties, organised last
year in Kerale, introduce a
new popular element in na-
"-tional retonstruction.
~The Plenning Commission
k< ztielf had suggested’ that
.7 sifice a major- portion of the
Plan = expenditure was on
construction works, labour
on cooperative basis should
be utilised to the maximum
" possible extent. Labour Con-.
".tract Cooperative Societies
- were to be organised~for this
and the’ opportunity aﬁ’orded
< to them to undertake c(m-
structidon work on reasonable
condmons -
-What the Kerala Govern-
ment did was to take steps to
" implement this proposal of
the Planning - Commission.
According to the scheme pre-
pared by the ~ Government,

were to be formed in N.ES.
Block areas in the State with

cer -gs Chdairman, “and the
Societies were to consist of
actual labourers as members.
These Societies were to be

public works in each NES.

Labour Contract Societies -

the Block Development Offi- -

. ‘entrusted with the minor -

: Block area, costmg not more .

’

than Rs 25,000 without call-

ing for tenders. :
Forty-two societies

Tegistered in 1958.

were

X BIG BLOW

Naturally private contrac-
tractors were not happy over
this development. One. has
to only see what they do to
understand their resentment.
The  contractors . usually

"spend only 40 to 50 per cent
- of the estimated cost on exe-
cuting the work and pocket
the other half as profits for
themselves and their sub-
‘contractors. To make the

maximum profit, they ruth-
the. workers -
of the:

lessly exploit
. and ‘use material
lowest quality. The result is
that generally public money

works are badly executed.

tract Societies came as a big
blow to the private contrac-
tors. They led g deputation to
the Government some time
ago to protest against the
policy of encouraging Labour
‘Contract Cooperatives.* The

s wantonly wasted and the

Formation of Labour Con- -

. % HIGHER WAGES, BETTER CONDITION S :
* EETTER WORK AT LOWER COSTS :.

leader of the deputation was

Kalathil Velayudhan Nair, a -

- former  Congress Public
Works Minister of the erst-
_while Trevancore-Cochin
State.

* The leaders of the Opposi-
tion parties, simultaneously
started ¢ vicious. slinder
campaign that this was. a

subtle device of the Commu- -

nist Party to make money

for Party leaders and Party’

organisations. This slander
"found a. place even in!Sri
Dhebar’s report to the Con-

"~ gress Working Commiittee,
. What are the advantages
that have accrued to the
State and the workers as a
result of the formation of
these societies?

not have to pay any advance
"as it had to do- when the
work was being given to pri-
vate contractors. Since. the
competent authority of the
Government has been dsked
to inspect the progress of the
work every week and make
necessary payments without
delay, the work proceeds
without hindrance. The So-

cieties get all credit facilities. -

as any other type of coope-

' Pulikizh  Labour

The Government now does

. ratives,

‘The 1workers get lugher
wages and better working
conditions.  Since they feel
that it is ‘their own respon-

*sibility to execute the work
- as best as they can, the Gov-

ernment also gets the full

_value for- the money spent.

An instance is that of the
Contract
Society in Alleppey District.’
It has:a membership of
nearly 200. 'Except for the
Secretary and two = social .
workers, all other members
are workers themselves. The

-Society has undertaken this

year public. works like build-
ing schools, repairing roads,
lift irrigation - schemes, and
widening a commercial cangl,
costing in all about Rs.
160,000. - ) .
All. the members of the

" Society are assured of work .

the whole year. Unskilled
workers are paid Rs. two per -
day as against Rs. 1.50 in
other places. Skilled and
semi-skilled workers ' like
carpenters and masons get
Rs. three ‘to 3.50 as dazly
wages.

The same is t_he story
of

the - Kazhakoottam

.undertaken
.-minor works,

" HIGH STANDARD-

LAB‘OUR CONTRACT SOCIETIES IN 'KERALA .
WORKERS BENEFIT
'S_’I’ATE BENEFITS

i

Labour Contract Soclety in -

Trivandrum District. There
are 174 members in the so-

ciety, 95 per cent of whom-

are workers. The Society has
this year 18
costing _ Rs.

76,000 which include con-

struction of school buildings, -

repairing tanks and canals,

ete, .
*

The - Ankemali
Contract Society has 300

members today. They hope to

increase the memberslup to

1,000. The society has under- "
taken to execute works cost-

ing nearly three lakhs of.
rupees. Many of them were -

e:cecuted in record time and
30 neatly that the engineers
were very much -impressed -
‘and said that no private con-
tractor has maintained such
high standards. .

. The Soctety was entrusted.
with even b:gger nworks—
works ‘costing more than Rs.
25,000.

The workers get a slightly

hzgher wage and the hours of -

'beset awith big difficulties-in
" Zihe. present .administrative

Labour ~ “%ét-up. The rules and proce-

- private

- Ceontract Societies along with
- departmental officers to dis-

work have ‘been ,ﬁ:ced as
eight per day. Most of all, }
they get fair and good treat-'
ment. Twenty-five per. cent -
of the profit will be distribu-
ted among the workers as
bonus; the members get divi-
dend * also in ' addition to
bonus. .

Of course, ' this does not
mean that everything is run-
ning smoothly. Any depar-
ture from the old system is

dures as well as the training
and the mental make-up of
some of the officers are at-
tuned to the old system of .
entrusting public works to
contractors.

Recently, the Government
called q meeting of represen-
‘tatives of all the Labour

cuss the practical difficulties
they  were facing. On the
basis of this dzscusston, the
Government is now taking
necessary steps such as
amending existing 'mles, ete.,

to remove all abstacles in
the way of these societies.

O ~

o -

: mauguratmg

" per maund far back in April

- rice available

‘OLLOWING -are some

extracts from the Gov-
.ernor’s- Address to the Ke-
“rala Legislative ' Assembly-
its - budget
session;

"ditions prevaﬁent in some parts

of India. Naturally Kerala be-

< ing a deficit State—in fact,

this State has the la.rgest per-
centage of food deficit in In-
dia—had fto sharethe. strams

.and stresses -of high food

prices, Although there was no
actual food shortage, the pri-
ces began to rise from Rs. 18

to Rs. 26 in November 1958,
This was not higher than pri-
ces ruling in other parts of

-India including in surplus

States like Andhra and

Cpntl;e .Stl-)ps'»
Supply

- In dccordance with the de-

“clared policy of the Govern-

ment, we have tried to stabi- -
lise the prices: of rice by dis-
tribution through fair-price

- -shops. This policy required the
Tegular. supply of ‘about 20,000
. tons of rice to the State, to be

channelled through fair-price
shops, besides the quantity of -
through ordi-
nary trade channels.

“Formerly, this was being

. supplied by the Government

of India. But, since the for-

" mation .of the Southern
Zone in July 1957, the Gov-
ernment of India took the °

3

" State for our

view that lt was nelther ne-.
- cessary nor possible to sup-

‘ply any considerable quan-

tity of rice fo Kerala to be

channelled through ' fair-
price shops. They, therefore,
gradually reduced their sup-
plies from 25,000 tons to
- 10,000 tons for several mon-
ths and. then completely
stopped supply.

This created a very difficult
situation for my Government.
Although we were told that
we could buy rice from Andhra
X purposes, we
found it well nigh impossible
to get any considerable quan-
tity of rice in the open market
in Andhra, because in the four

Districts of Andhra which
‘constituted the surplus area,

the Government of India had
entered- the market and fixed
a ceiling price at which they
were buying.

My Government could not
buy at. this price, because we
had no power to compel And-
hra traders. to sell at that
rate to us. The practical re-
sult of this was the non-avail-
ability of supplies for our fair-
price shops for a considerable
length of time which created
a very difficult situation -for-
the people in our State. )

- After prolonged negotiations
with the Government of India
and the Government of And-

“hra Pradesh, my Government

was at last able to secure some

-quantity of rice from Andhra’

Pradesh at prices to be fixed
by the Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernment. After the harvest in
Andhra, some more purchases
have been made and I hope it
will be possible to run the
fair-price shops as-before.
But the situation is not yet’

free from . anxiety because
with - the announcement of the
policy of ‘State monopoly of
wholesale trade in foodgrains,
the situation has aghin-be-
come uncertain -so. far as the
supply to Kerala is concerned.

My Government entirely
‘agree with the policy of State
monopoly of wholesale trade

in foodgrains and my Govern-

ment are cooperating whole-
-heartedly with the Govern-
ment of India in the steps -
they are taking to implement
it. My Government are taking
steps to license wholesale dea-
-lers and have also decided to
fix wholesale prices for rice in
the State. But, with all these

" ‘measures, we are not still free
. from anxiety and that is be-

cause of the pecuhar situation
of Kerala..
Unless we have a buffer
stock and are also able to
. make a steady supply to the
fair-price shops, it will net
be possible for us to main-
tfain a steady price in
Kerala. For this, it is ohvious
that we have to get.a suffi-

cient quantity of rice from -

outside the State at reason-
.able controlled prices. For
this, the Government of
Indla must -come {o our
help. I hope this special
difficulty of Kerala will be
appreciated....

~

Encreasing
Production o
) ' . H
‘Having thus spelled out the

.problem, the Governor’s Add-.

Tess went on to say how it was
being tackled: - .
The food crisis

cannot be'

N

solved permanently unless the ’

production of rice in Kerala is
doubled or trebled. T am glad
that my Government has rea-
lised the necessity for this and

have taken steps to mcreasea

food production.
-Some success. - has already

‘ ‘been - recorded in this direc- v

tion. .

My Government have devo-

ted considerable attention to

- the matter of 'developing our .

irrigation facilities,
medium - and minor..
Government (has) produced a
Master Plan for utilising the
water resources of Kerala for
irrigation -and power produc-
tion. I am sure the production
of this. Master Plan will be
acclaimed as an act of . supre-
me importance by future ge-
. nerations, because it has given
a great vision to the people
and invested thém with self-.
confidence that the problem
of food can be solved even in
Kerala where the deficit is of
the order of 50 per cent....

My Government 5o have
realised the importance of
minor irrigation projects.
They have *set .apart more
funds for minor irrigation and

‘major,

a campaign was started to

complete . as many works as
possxble in the course of this
year itself.- The people were
called upon to cooperate with
the efforts of the Government
by offering shramdan and in
all possible ways. Rules were
relaxed, procedures were sim-

plified and every facility was.

placed at the disposal of asso-
ciations of local people like
Panchayats, cooperative socie-
ties and Karshaka Sanghams
to take up.minor irrigation
works in their locality, -

I am glad the call met

- with great and -enthusiastic
It was an ins-
young
students, policemen’
. and others march with pick-
axes, spades and shovels to

the workspots and engage

-themselves in manual lab-

our for . hours. -together in

the burning sun inspired by

the urge to produce ‘more

piring sight to see
© men,

.. My~

food for our people and thus
- serve the- country. .

For maximising food pro-
duction attention has to he
paid not only to irrigation but
dlso to the improvement of
methods of agriculture  and

supply of fertilisem, foodseeds, .

ete. All these can be achieved

only if credit 1Is supplied to-

the poor cultivators on a large
scale. The only’ sure method
of achieving these objectives
is the organisation of coope-
ratives on a mass ‘scale..

My Government, therefore

proposes -during -the course of ..

ear to initiate a
e of organising

the coming
big progr:

cooperative societies of culti- -

vators intended for the adop-
tion of better farming me-

thods and increase of produc- .

tion. .

What Suvetl The
Simation ’

UNEMPLOYMENT is too big’

a problem to be tackled suc~
“cessfully during the course of
two or three years, especially
in 'a State like Kerala which
has the largest number of un-
employéd, both educated and
uneduecated.

But Iam glad that the vari- -

£

rnment - for the reorganisa-
tion of cottage industries like
coir, handloom, ete, have
helped, to stabilise employ-
‘ment in these sectors.

It must, however, be stated
frankly that the one fact that -
has helped us to maintain em-
ployment with some degtee of
stability is the steady demand
for export products like coir,
cashew, pepper, etc. Ours is a
State the prosperity of which
depends to a very great ex-

- parties durin

anti-Communism and the
of the people of the State.
T HE current budget session,
of the ~Assembly ‘and this

" year’s Governor’s Address have

" been significant—not only be-

cause the Communist-led Gov-

" ernment is the first Government

which has lasted long enough to
present a third budget for the
State.

The Governor’s Address came
agamst the "background of the
tremendous enthusiasm evinced
by the people from one end of
the State to another in taking
up developmental  activities.
While Congress - Governments
and leaders of that party inclu-
-ding the topmost ones have been
complaining about the lack of
‘people’s cooperation in natmnal
reconstruction: work,. here in

this State of Kerala had been -
witnessed in recent days unpre- -
_slander’ that the State Govern-

cedented scenes of tens of thou-

. sands of people offering shram-

dan to expand irrigation facili-.

" ties to increase food production,
 to take _ electricity to the vil-
" lages, etc.

us steps taken by. the Gov-

tent on the stability - of de- -

mand and price for export
products in the world market.
As long as the sole market for

-these products were the West-
ern: countries, we were in a

Drecarious position and great
distress was always caused to

“-the people of Kerala by. the

big fluctuation in the-trade .
and prices of these 'commo-
dities.

We.. were facmg a - very

N

critical situation in the be-’

ginning of this year, but
the policy of diversification
of trade followed” by the
Central Government has
" been of benefit to us also
. because it paved the way for
_the entry of East Eunropean
“countries also into our ex-
port market. This has help- -
ed to stabilise prices - and
- employment in a number of
industries. .
This should not however
give rise to any complaeency.

*We should  exert ourselves

more and more for rapidly in-

starting ' big, - medium  and .

small-scale - industries throu-
ghout the State .and creating

- pew emplovment potential. .
In the field

INDUSTRIES'

_dustrialising our country by.

-This was because the Kerala
Government despite the short

of mdustry also we have to.
depend more and morg upon
the cooperative form of orga-
nisation.... the problem of
unemployment,on a mass scale

cannot be solved on-a short- .

term basis by ‘the starting of

a few big industries _even if .

that was easy.... There are

innumerable industries which -

can be organised on a coope-
rative basis, if adequate faci-
‘lities in the shape of technical

advice and finance are pro-

vided."My Government’s policy
is to see that, as far as possi-
ble, small-scale industries are
started on a 'cooperative‘
‘basis. . Y

I have already made men-
tion about the cooperative’

sector. That.dées not shut out

the necesslty for promoting
industries in the private sec-
.tor. In fact, my, Government
are doing: everything possible.
~ within its power to encourage

every effort .at industrialisa- :
tion, whether it be in the pub-_ -

v

lxc sector or private sector

Be“e'r - A
Performance’

CONSTRUCTION: We have
extended. the principle of co-
‘operation -also to the field of
construetion. I am referring
to the labour contract coope-
rative societies which help to
-eliminate the contractor and
his profits....My Govemment
intend to stﬂl further widen
the scope of the activities of
labour contract and other co-
operative societies engaged in
“construction, production, dis-
tribution and servicing.

PLAN PROGRESS: There

© _the

polisies born out - of

period that it’ has been in
office, has ‘ben able to instil
confidence in the people that -
. what they do is to the benefit
of the ‘ndtion and themselves;
- that what.they do will not go
to enrich the vested interests
in"land and industry
contractors who make
money out of every bit of de-

velopmental programme. .

Against this background the
Governor’s -"Address - “‘made a
sober estimate of the State’s
problems — food, unemploy-
n‘xent,é industrialisation, the
main among them — and -made
‘practicable dand bold suggestxons
to face these problems.

- But the Opposition found no-
thing in the Address, no new
statement .of policy.

They repeated their usual

ment was’ escapmg responsibi-
lities by trymg to put all blame
on the Centre

This cha.rge was drrected
mainly against the Government’s
food policy. One’ Congress

member, Sri R. Raghava Menon,

A BOLD PROGRAMME TO TACKLE KERALA’S PROBLEMS

has' been' considerable im- -
provement in the capacity of
the various departments  to
discharge their responsibilities
in the field of developmental
activity and fulfil the Plan
targets.
The farget of expenditure
in the first year of the Se-
cond Five-Year Plan was Rs.

" . 18.60 crores and the fulfil-

ment figure stood at Rs.
10.81 crores, while the cor-
respondmg figures for the
second year of the -Plan
* were Rs. 17.90 crores and Rs.
10.04 crores, respectively.
This indicates that: sthe per-
centage of fulﬂlment has
increased from 58 per cent
to 78 per cent, "ie. an in-
crease of 20° per cent....
From the data available fo :
the. first ten months of t:
current year, . it is evident
that there has been still
greater progress.... I hepe
it will be p_ossrble to reach
cent per cent' fulfilment in-
“all but few departments,
when the final accounts of
the year are made up.
ADMINISTRATIVE RE-

"FORMS:- My Government are
] examming the various recom-

mendations of the . Adminis-
trative Reforms ‘Committee
-and are taking steps to imple-
ment them wherever possible.

- The radical reorganisation of
~administration -

suggested by
the Committee, viz., "giving .
more powers as well as res- .
ponsibility to the elected re- ;
presentatives of the people at, :
lower levels will, I am- sure, :
build up a structure of admi-
nistration which will smoothlyw
and ably carry out whatever
tasks of nation-building we
choose to undertake

The speeches made by the leaders of the Opposxtzon even went to the extent of com-"
l%the debate on the Governor’s Address in the plaining that the Fferala Gov-
Kerala Legislative Assembly have again served to mark the ernment had not ! made any

wide gap that exists between -their v
aspirations of the vast majority

efforts to learn how to solve this

' problem from States like “West

Bengal. . Sri I_taghava Menon
perhaps did not realise that his
proposal would have been ridi-

culed by Congressmen - them-

Selves in " West Bengal, the State
he mentioned, ‘where ]

under near-famme
created by the pro-hoarder, pro-

and .

miller policies of . that -State
Govemment
What They

'Resent

Another of the usual slan-
ders ,which - wads repeated
again was - that. the Labour
Contract Societies in the State
were in the. hands of a few

" Communists ,and they weére
being used to enrich the rul-
- ing party. The leaders of the
Opposition "have. not taken

kindly to. what precisely. has

helped to enthuse ‘the people
—the elimination of contrac-
tors, the cutting . of all red-
tape in the
schemes,
implementation, ete.

sanctioning - of.
speeding up thevr'

the responslblhty to remedy
this' situation.’

But from the picture present-
ed by the leader of the Opposi-.
_tron, it would seem that ‘the-
Staté Goveinment had the final -
word in fixing the prices' of
these commodities, that - the.
State iGovernment was escap-
mg all its responsrbihty by lay- .
ing the. blame on- the Central
Government. This_is not a por-
trayal of the truth.

. Did the fall in prices.of. the ,

- commercial crops begin - conly-
-, from April 5, 1957, the day the ..

Communists came to office?- Is
it" a .phenomencn which affects -
only the Kerala State?

. It is a problem . which faces
the whole of the country and-it
has to be seen as such. . And

the Centre has ‘to take certain -

.5teps to meet the. situation.
The leader of the Opposition
made fun of India’s trade with
the Soviet Union and East Eu-
ropean . countnes But . if this™
trade had not expanded Kera-

la’s’ commercial produce would

not be, getting even the pnce

- they get today. It was‘in this -

sense that the’ Governor'’s’ Ad-
dress referred to stabihsatlon

Baseless-:' -
Allegation '

- While the Congress leader of -

the, Opposition, Sri P. T. Cha-
cko, demanded an enquiry into
the societies, PSP-leader Pattom

Thanu Pillai charged the Gov-
ernment with encouraging all’
sorts of unlawful activities by - -

members of the ruling party. He
challenged that if an enquiry
was held he could: prove that
those. who were. sitting in the

chairs of office . were a set of -

murderers

Sri Chacko also charged the
State Government thh be1ng a

propaganda vehicle of the Com- =

munist Party. He said even-a
part of the Governor’s Address
hdd been utilised to boost up
some countries - in the Soviet
bloc. - Sri Chacko was referring
to the remark in the Governor’s
Address that a certain- amount
of stabilisation had been ensu-

‘‘red as a result of orders from

East European countries for
products of the State’s indus-
tries like handloom and coir.
Some of these leaders: repeat-.
ed the Nagpur resolutions of the
s *Congerss as a formula but ‘what

they said meant in effect that -
 the Nagpur

resolutlons even
would not be safe. in. their
hands if they were left to them
for implementation. )

And as evidence of the demo-
cracy ‘they champion, the PSP
member Joseph-Chazhikad gave
the verdict: the Communists

have the right to live and die

but not to rule. ,
- Chief Minister E M.'S. Nam-

boodiripad’s: reply to the three- .

day debate took up the basic
trends in the Oppostiion
speeches. His 50-minute speech
began . with an appeal to the
Opposition leaders not to allow
their anti-Communism to come
in the way of finding solutions
. o the State’s burning problems.

The points the Chief Mlmster ‘

made were:.

TRADE WITH EAS’T ElJ-
ROPE: The recent fall in’ “the
prices of Kerala’s commercial
crops was serious and the peo-
ple, ‘the Government. the legis--

lature and the Centre ‘had all'

There is the auegatton that
* this is to boost the Commu-~
nist -Party. But a journal like
, the AICC Economic Review
itself has written that India’s -
trade with the Soviet Union
land the East European ¢oun-
* tries was expanding dand these
markets should be ‘utilised to
develop India’s trade further.”
'If this trade was only to the™
-benefit of - the Commumst
Party, would the -.organ of ‘the
Congress have ea:pressed such
‘sentiments? .

The market of ‘thé Socialist..

countries will - . help to expand .
our trade in a way beneficial to :
. Kerala'’s

economic advance.
‘Without in’ any- way curtailing
our trade with the West; we
should be able to avall of this
‘market. Rxdrcuhng or obstruc-
ting it i m the name of anti-Com- _
munism will niot  be doing the
rlght thing by. the State. :

FOCD: On' this -issue - agam a0
. the intention of the State Goy~

ernment is not just to blame.the
Centre to escape responsibility.
But there are a few Questions °
‘on which the Opposition leaders -

-have to declare where they'

stand

[ ] Fzrst, on -the questlon of

Tunning fair-pnce shops, on
‘which side are they? Are: they
-with - the State "Governmernt -
which believes that rice should
be sold at cheap rate through
fair-price 'shops? .Or dre they
with the Centre which is dgainst .

it, whick ‘demands ‘the .closing

down of even the exrstmg fa.u'-
price shops"

@ Second, - do’ the leaders of’
the Opposition  agree: that

rice has to be. imported from -
outside  the State for distribu-. -
“tion
© shops? It is the;view of the.

through the farr-price

Stadte . Govemment that - only
then will there be enough stocks

for distribution. The State Gov-. _

ernment says that the Central

*sm: PAGE 12 h




. RYDERABAD.

v Usually attentron during ' budget sessions are-
centred on.the taxation proposals of the Government
" But in Andhra, this time, when the budget session of
the State Assembly began on February 16, all atten-
©  tion was on the new political developments which had
- _Ted to a number of Congressmen qulttmg the Congress.
- ' - Party and cossing the floor-to sit in the Opposition.. -
a e IT is true there were 1o new. mean an increase in land’
taxation proposals in the revenue for the peasants in
budget presented ‘by the Fin- the Andhra Districts. 3
-ance ‘Minister, but that is poor - The position was very well
consolation to the people of summed up by the Acting
the State. Just the day before Leader of the Opposition
the Minister made his budget .. when he characterised this
proposals, an ‘additional ‘bur- in the Assembly “as a new.
den of Rs. 75 lakhs had been device of the Government to
imposed through an increase levy taxes before and after
in bus-fares. ‘the budget session by Way
And just to see that there -of bills, but announce no -
: was no scope. for misunder- taxes in the budget speech
o standing, the Finance. Minister  ~itself.”
.- nimself indicated that the gap
between -available resources = - THE' NEW FA‘RTY The.
House, on the very first day of

and expendlture “will have fo
be- met by other suitable the budget session, heard. the
-~ . .means.” What these “other Speaker's announcement
- suitable means” are likely to -about the formation of a new
- be can be séen from the case group in the Assembly with 28
of the Anantharaman Com- members—25 drawn from the
Congress Party, two from the

mittee on the land revenue
_system whose report has not Nationalist Party (the party -
of Congress rebels formed

" yet been submitted to the
Govéfnment. . But all indica three yeas ago) =and ome
- tions are that the recommen- Independent. By the week-
".dations of- thls Comm:ttee will  end, two more had crossed the

. WPUBSE T® PANFJI!

Palr, Jodh pur-Nagpur,
Jodhpur-Shergarh, ete.
They do not want even one
new permit to be issued on
these routes.

However confident they
were of pulling the meces-
sary . strings to maintain
their positions, calling of
fresh applications, ete,, car-
" ried a certain amount of

risk which they wanted

to eliminate altogether. So

a deal, it is said, was struck.

The contractors were to
collect Rs. 45,000 as dona-
tions to the Congress--the
purse to Pantji come out of
these donations. In return
they were given the guar-
antee that no fresh . appli-
cations would be invited for
granting permits. A

The Regional Transport

FTER the Nagpur Ses-
sion of the C€Congress,
Union .Home Minister
L Govind Ballabh Pant went
R : ."to Jaipuf to inaugurate the
: :“Northern = Zonal . Council
~meeting. On his way he
".dropped in at Jodhpur and -
there he was preseénted with
. a purse-of Rs. 21,000 by the
Congress. .

It is-an interesting story
S —the one of this purse col-
' " lection and it has a lot. to

: do with the big bus opera-
' " tors of Rajasthan and their
permlts. . . 3

These permrts to ply

buses on the various routes

S for- carrying passengers are

o -. issue2 by the 'Regional

s Transport Authority - for
three years: They are to
expire on March 31 next
and the question of inviting
fresh_applications for issu-
.mg' permrts for the next
three years rs .on .the .
agenda.

This busmess of fresh
applications is mnot very.
palatable to, the -big opera-
tors- who have ‘by various
means$ continued to secure
all these years permits far

- in ‘'excess of what they

. should have got. There is
' D . one, for instance, the big-
: ¢ ~gest of them all, who in the

names of ' relatives- and

- others . controls -about . 80
. - .pérmits. There are others
. who enjoy virtual monopoly
O : -8 : . gver some of the mest pro-
e o - fitable routes like Jodhpur-

lution the RTA “decided”
that for such old routes no

invited and that all that
was needed in their case
was renewal of the existing
permits, Thus their virtual
monopoly was protected.

~monopoly, it is necessary
‘to know a bit about the

ment’s history.

Two years ago, the All-
India Conference of Road
Transport ~Workers . had
been held at Jodhpur when
- a resolution on nationalisa-

Authority also came to take -
the same view. By a reso- .

_fresh applications need be:

While talking about this .

e t
State’s _ Transport Depart- takon a

floor, brlnging the strength of ' -
the newly-formed. group to 30.
Then came the decision of
the Praja Party, another cons-
tituent of the United Congress
to secede
from the Congress and as a
two members
have quit the Congress Party
by now and are sitting in the

Legislature. Party,
result of this,

Oppas1tion

l’a‘n'_ty'
Position Now

Twenty-nine members hav-
ing thus left the Congress
its strength in the
Assembly, ‘has .now dropped .
The. party .
position in the Assembly last
week-end was : Congress—185;
. Communists - and Democrats.
Legislature Front—37; Demo-’
cratic Group-—-30; Socialists—
16 (including the member re-
cently elected from Gaiapati-»
nagaram but not.yet sworn
Independent Group—3;
Praja Party—1; Praja Socialist
unattached "Inde-
Nominated—1;
making a

Party,
from 214 to 185.

in);

Party—1;
pendents—9
vacant seat—l
total of 302.

The Congreéss Party is not
sitting quiet and watching
It

members cross the ﬂoor.

¢

tion of road passenger tran-

sport was adopted. -Sri Am--

ritlal Gahlot, a Tocal work-
er and the District Organis-
er. of the Bharat Sevak

" Samaj, published a booklet
making out an unassailable

case for nationalisation of
at.least the best routes.
According to the-facts and
figures he presented, such
a measure would add lakhs
of rupees to the State’s
revenue.

The Transport Depart-
ment also is understood to

have prepared a scheme.:

The idea was that such
nationalisation should com-
mence Irom April 1, 1959.

mits’ were all to expire and
if certain routes were na-
tionalised  on that date, no
compensation would have
to be paid:

The scheme had been
going the round of various
departments - and despite
the lapse of - about two
years, no decision has so
far been taken—and -for
obvious  reasons like safe-

guarding the interests of

the existing bus operators.

Otherwise, . there is no
reason why the State Gov-
shonld net have
takeén any steps to initiate
such 'a beneficial scheme.
The mileage under nation-
alised . routes in Rajasthan

is about the lowest in the

country—hardly a few
miles. At the Conference. of

FUN”S FOR €0NGRESS 2

Andhra. No Fresh Taxes In Budget
But They Ceme Before And After.

Assem bly Sesszon Begms with Congress Strength Reduced

has also begun its eﬂorts to
fill the gap that has been
" created by the latest revolt.
These efforts are in two
directions : ONE, to get some
of the parties to dissolve
themselves, and TWO, to buy
over members from some of

ous inducements. .
These tactics are already
_ evident in its dealings with
the Nationalist Party. The dis-

_ ¢iplinary action against: the’
members of this party was for:

a period of three years. Now
that this period .is over, the
Congress Party is free to take
them back.

But even before any formal
"permission has been given by

the leader of the Nationalist

_Congress Committee through

opened this back door to him
with' the decision ot take him
into the APCC as the repre-
sentative of the cultural sec-
tion: And the Andhra Pradesh
Sangeet Natak Akademi,

nominate - him as its repre-
sentative on the APCC.

Rajasthan Bus Operators Allowed
To Contmue Thelr Monopoly

o From H. K. I’YAS R

Transport Ministers 'held
at Dehradun last year this -
fact was sharply comment-
ed upon. U.P. and Punjab,.
Kerala and Bombay are all
making profits out of their
State ~ Transport system.
‘Recently the Punjab Road-
ways, when it operated two
routes in Delhi during the
India 1958 Exhibition, made
72 naye paise per mile as
net profit. The profits of
U.P. Roadways were about
Rs. three crorés last- year -
and are expected to be more
this year. If the Rajasthan
Government * nationalised
the sixty routes that had
been included in the
scheme, a net profit of
‘about two crores of rupees
would have been. easily
-possible apart from all ‘the - ..
facilities it would have
meant for the passengers.-
But, then the bus opera-
tors would not like all this

.and the Congress Govern- -

ment of the State is reluct-
ant to antagonise them—-
they are the ones who pay
big money at the time of
elections, Congress sessions,
ete.

Thus it is ‘that national-
isation is put in cold .
storage. Theé Nagpur session
talked about expanding the.
public sector.. And Pandit 4
-Pant went straight from
there to Jodhpur fo accept
a purse—made out of dona-
tions from bus-operators -
who did not want natlon-
allsation.
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| From

" the other parties with vari-:
- Independents

the Congress High Command,

‘Party has already found his -
way into the Andhra Pradesh

the back door. The Congress,

whose President the National- -
ist Party leader is, agreed to.

E . could

} V. .HANUMAN'I'HA RAO

rr

Whlle this mgy be’ quite a.

normal practice in any horse-

trading, what is beyond the

. comprehension of the ordinary

people is how a political body

like the Andhra Pradesh Con- -

gress Committee can take on
a non-member
“independent” organisation
like the Sangeet Natak Aka-
demi which gets a handsome

‘grant from the Government, .

chose ‘to send its representa-

‘tive on -a ‘political body.
* The.Congress Party is at the -

same time dangling certain -

posts before a couple of Socia~ -

list Party members and a' few
to bring them
into its fold.

About the Democratic Party
in the Assembly itself, it is too
premature-to make any assess-

.ment of its attitude—it is still

busy getting more members
4nd consolidating -its:position:
Pressmen,
other circles are all asking the
same- question -these days:

how many more will cross the L

floor?

. RULE. THROUGH CLIQUE
The first week of the budget
session' saw the. Opposition

firing -away at -the discrimi-
natory policies of the Congress -

Government through adjourn=

ment motions and 'lnterpella- ".

tions.

The subJect matter of one

such adjournment motion was
a speech made by the State

Labour Minister. At a meeting .

of top district officials of
Khammam and top Congress
leaders, he had told the offi-
cials to better obey. the Con-
gress leaders of the District
since . they belonged to the
ruling party.
Another such mohon was
on "a speech made by the
Chief Minister himself in a

‘town - in Adilabad. District

where without mincing mat-
- . ters he is reported to have
blunfly  said that people
expect development
works tfo be undertaken in
their areas only if they
came through Congressmen
‘'and not through members
of the Opposition parties. -
The. mover " of these two
“motions ‘expressed  the -fear
that this attitude of the party
in power would seriously- cir-

" cumscribe the’ possibilities of - '

democratic functioning.

The .Speaker disallowed both - -

the motions. But the Opposi-
tion parties succeeded to the
extent they were able to put
the ruling party in the dock
and bring to light the realities
of Sanjiva Reddy's
through a-clique.
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Central Government

THE Central Govemment
.employees’ ~ case for a

-gecond instalment of interim

relief was powerfully present-
ed in the Lok Sabha by 8. M.
Banerji, Independent member

- from Kanpur.. "The occasion

was a-debate on a non-official
resolution tabled by him. -

ment employee himself and -the
leader of the Defence emplo-
yees, Sri- Banerji combined his’

" intimate knowledge of the feel-
- ings of the employees with his

trade union acumen and made
out an unassailable case for this
urgently required relief.

Sri Banerji told the House -

that of a total of 17 lakh Cen-
tral - Government. employees,
according to the
furnished by the Government
itself, the total number of em-
ployees receiving a. salary of
Rs. 100 or more per month was
243,605 and those drawing less

.than Rs. 100 were 1,375;742.

Only '52,000 employees drew

How were the low-paid ones
tanng?
- 'Sri Banerji revealed in the.

Lok Sabha that on the Rail-

ways itself the incidence of

tuberculosis . was 3,454 in

Class IV, 1,078 in Class III,

two in. Class II and none in

Class I, So, it was the wun-

fortunate low-paid Class IV

employee and also the Class

" - III one who were being sub-

jected to this deadly disease

which thrives on malnutﬁ-
. tom,

We have no figures concern-
ing dependents. . The picture is

’ un‘doubtedly much more alarm-
ing.,
.Indebtedness was growinz ’

among Class IV and Class I
employees. The Central Tele-

v,
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graph Office Cooperative Credit

Soclety, Calcutta, records a rise
in the number of members tak-
ing loans from 987 in 1950-51
to 1,377 in 1954-55- while the
amount of loan has risen from
Rs. 985,240 to Rs. 2,040,000 dur-
ing the same period.

Similarly the records of the

‘East Indian Railway Emplo-

. - ? 3
. A victimised Central Govern- . yees' Cooperative

Credit So-
ciety, .Ltd., shows'a rise’ from
12,153 4n’ 1946 to 23,322 in 1955

. in the number -of men seeking

loans while the -loan ampount

shot up from Rs. 5,227,800 to-

Rs. 12,982,400 durmg the same
period. ,

i

Effects Of
Price Rise-

How did the price curve pre-
sent itself?

In spite of the fact that the
“Nehru budget” last year pro-
mised a fall in prices and the
Deputy Finance Minister actu-

ally told the Rajya Sabha that:
wholesale prices had gone down
already and this would be re- -
 flected in the consumer price

" index in the course of three fo”

four months, we see that these
“predlctxons” have been belied
and the prices, cruelly mani-
pulated by the’ monopohsts
have continuéd to rise.

With 1949 as the base year,
the -all-India consumer - price

index rose from 111 in April
1958 to 123 ‘in October ‘while -

the food index alone went up
from 112't0 127 during the same
period. .

_Such are the compellmg cir-

cumstances which have given '

rise: to the demand for.. the:
Second Interim Relief.

Food -is dear, d15ease is
cheap.

-The Pay Commission is sit-

ting, a report may come; im-'

plementation will take much
more time.

" Hence the demand of the
Central Government employees

becomes irresi_stible. )

‘
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Textlle Engmeermg

Workers

: On The March

HE textile engineering
workers of Bombay doing
mechanical and electrical work
ranging from coolies, ropemen
and oilers to fitters, turners,
‘electricians and boiler attend-

‘ants have mobilised behmd the

Textile Engineering Com.m._lttee,
Bombay.
In active collaboration with

their counterpart " in Ahmeda- .

bad, the Ahmedabad -Textile
‘Engineering = Mechanic Seva
Mandal, they propose to orga-

_nise an All-India Textile Engi-

neering- ‘Workers' Conference
in March this year to back up
their. wage demands.

This new awakening among
‘the, textile. engineering workers
is a welcome feature and will
go-a long way in strengthening
the textile workers’ movement
as a whole, specially. when the
textile bosses are making all
efforts to attack the living and
employment standards of the
workmen

So far all the Committees and
Tribunals have been - literally
ighoring the textile engmeermg

. workers and the textile engi-

neering workers were ignoring
the. unions.

' ,Intuc’s

' Betrayal

" But the biggest shock . was

' administered to the textile en-

gineering workers of Bombay
when the Rashtriya Mill Maz-
door Sangh (INTUC) reached
an agreement with the Bombay

- millowners towards the end of

1950, completely betraying the
workers. The agreement reads

* as follows:

“(2) Each worker shall move’
to. - the  next immediate
higher rate of wages and
the grade in which that
falls shall constitute the
grade of the worker. ’

“(3). Having ascertained the

 grades of the workers by

" this method, these grades
shall be frozen or pegged
. for that particular mill.”

This agreement was signed

in spite of the favourable report
of the - Textile Engmeenng
Standardisation Commitiee
(March 1950) which . clearly
recognised that- “the occupa-
tions in the engineering section
of the - textile industry were
similar to  the correspondmg

. occupations in the engineering

industry itself” This Commit-
tee recommended incremental
time rated scales for all cate-
gories. of textile engineering

: workers in Bombay.

When the Committee Tre-
‘commended incremental time

seales, the INTUC agreed t0

“frozen grades”. The same has.
been the experience of the
Ahmedabad textile engineer-
ing workers. That is why
they too, revolted against. the
INTUC union there and des-
pite all.opposition formed the

NEW. AGE

"lahabad edition)" went
strike - led by their - strong -

Textile . Enmneenng Mecha-

nic Seva Mandal. :

The . Textile
Committee Bombay submitied
a detailed memorandum to the
Central “Textile Wage Boad in
February 1958,

The Com.m.lttee in its memo-
randum, complains that the'

“representative” INTUC" inion .

has neglected their claims and

entered into damaging - agree-

ments -against them. The me-
morandum says, “A representa-
tive trade union oni whom 'is
bestowed by law the.right = to
represent all the workers of an
industry, must also by_law be
compelled to adopt ~maximum

democracy in"its’ mternal func-

tioning.”

They- -have made 1t clear that .

they are “unequivocally oppos-

ed to building departmental or

craft. unions.” ‘They have no in-

tentwn of separating themselves -
of textile -

from» the family
workers.

] BY RA] BAHADUR GOUR M.P.
SECRETARY, ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

Demands

Engmeenng'

Much more!" They ‘are fulls

backmg the new United Unions
. in. Bombay whose president is

S. M. Joshi and General Secre-

'_ taryS A.Dange

Wage -

1

'I'he are- demandmg a grade :

of Rs. 50-2-85-21-90 ~ for all

. .cooles and cleaners in engz-
~ neering sectlons " The

semi~
skilled grades that they -are
demandmg range from Rs. 90~

4-130 for boiler attendant II to .

Rs. 110-5-160 for cabinet-
ers,
them should be placéd in Rs.
150-5-180-10-200 for machin~

ists; turners, fitters and -boiler "’

attendant class I, etc, while ‘an

electrician shounld -reach a ma-
ximum. of Rs. 225 in .this very:

grade. For highly skilled cadre’
they are demandmg a’ grade of
Rs. - -200-10-260. A foundry

malstry, as head welder, head

fitter, head turner or a head =~

‘motor mechanic would - come: -

under this category.' .
We hope that "the textile

unions in the ‘country would

send their - engineering repre- .-

sentatives to the Conference in

March, and the Conference will . . |

strengthen thé textile workers’
_movement and’ umons

Patnka Bosses Out To

. Defeat

Wage

Board Recommendatlons

IT is more than‘a month

now since the employees of
the ‘Amrit Bazaar Patrika (Al-

Em-

Amrit Bazaar ' Patrika
U.PpP.

ployees’  Union. = The
Working Journalists’ Asso-
ciationn is fully backing
them. Round-the-clock picket-
ing is going on in- - Allahabad
and the entire labourmg popu-
lation of the city has mobilised

behind these working journal- .

No one would ~say that the
Amrit Bazaar Patrike was not
wanted and was living a des-
perate life. ‘The-game in: clos-

ing down is somethmg dxffer- '

ent.

The Hindi edition was closed
down—as if Hindi dailies - ave
not wanted m U.P. itself.
New Company -

Takes Over

Overmght another com~
pany was floated with Rs.

. 5,000 (imagine the amount!)

from amongst the heads of
the departments in Amrit Ba--

zaar Patrika- its€lf as share-.

holders and directors. And a
“new” paper Northern India
Amrit Bazaar Patrika ~was
started. The -printing  press
belongs to the “old” company
with its head office . in Cal-
cutta and co'nhnues to print
the new paper.
Sri. Tushar Kantr Ghosh
wants that’ the

'

on. a

"employees -
- ghould agree to work in the new

paper and those who do not .

agree to do so could go.

The" management is. playing ;

a deep game,

The attempt is o defeat the . -
new wage scales.proposed by"
the Wage Board.. Hence the de-'.

- cision to -close down “some pa~

pers” to unnerve the employees

and create pamc in the Board .

itself.

"What has happened in’ Al—
lahabad is part of this game.
The Hindi paper is closed down.

The English paper changeslits .~
name and a “new poor com- - -

pany” runs the. show appa-
rently -

Govt. Plays

:Hlde And-Seek

The workers demand "that

. their case be referred to a Tri-
“bunal.

‘The U.P. Govemment says
that since the Patrika -- head
office is in Calcutta, .outside
UP, it cannot do anything.

"The Union Government. says’
that the TU.P.
should tackle the question.- I*
is" prepared- to “lend. its .ser-
vices”.” This- game -of hide-and-
seek must end. Tt is costmg the
employees heavily.

A national . tribunal

Union Government can refer
this case.
- We are sure that the ‘story of

_the Hindustan Standard will be

repeated._ The: moment a re-
ference is made, a settlement
would be arnved at.
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: The, skilled according - ‘to -

Government _
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] is the-
only authority to which the




' Iway udget Dlsappomts
“All Sections

MORE EXPENDITURE LESS ACHIEVEMENTS
| WORKERS COMPLETELY IGNORED

’ In a speech generally comphmentary during the
general discussion on.the Railway Budget Sri Ascka
Mehta made a very uncomplimentary remark about
“Sri Jagjlvan Ram’s Railway. ‘Budget speech. Sri Asoka

- Mehta said it was a “Max Factor picture” of the state -
of things that the Hon’ble Minister had given. The

remark was perhaps involuntary. for it does not fit

- with the general tenor of Sri Mehta’s contribution
but it served well to neatly sum up Parliament’s reac-
tion to the Railway Budget

D EPU‘I’Y Leader of the
- ‘Commiunist Group in the
Lok Sabha A. K. Gopalan. re-
terred to the disappointment
that the Railway Budget had
caused -among the various
sections:

- “Passengers are disappo-
inted because -there is no
hope of reduced. overcrowd-
ing in ‘the near future and
there is no guarantee also
against accidents. The busi-
‘mess community does not
-feel enthused because. there
Js nothing’ to indicate that
goods will be carried quicker
and.safer. On the other
‘hand there is a fear that a
new impediment will be
placed on road transport in
the, name . of - eliminating
competition.
railwaymen — a million
strong—are concerned there
is nothing except- the pro-
. mise of -'some .elementary
schools . for their children
and also, there is a threat

As far as the -

-of tightemng up of the
punitive measures . against
them.”

The Second Five-Yedr Plan

~had allocated Rs. 1,125.5 cro- -

res to railways. Of these. Rs.
675.82 crores had already been
spent and Rs. 235 crores were
going to be spent this year.
There was no dearth of forejign

loans and assistance as the.

Minister catalogued -in his
speech—showing that the rail-
ways had consumed far more
than what was normally due

to them in the form of fore- .

ign exchange in the Plan al-
lotment.

What has been the Plan
performance up-to-date? As
Comrade Gopalan described it
in the Lok Sabha:

“The target of the Second
Plan was to provide for an
increase in the goods traffic of
42 million tons over the asses-

" sed goods traffic of 120 million

tons- at the end of the First
Plan; to provide 50 per-cent

E. M. S. ANSWERS

X FROM CENTRE PAGES.

Government must help in  this.
The Centre does not thmk it

‘necessary to extend any such
help. With whom are.the lea-
ders of the Opposition?

. @ Third is the question of
- price, if rice has to be
bought outside the State. On-
- this questwn, there is a-diffe-
‘rence -of opinion between the
Government = and. the .Opposi-
tion. The Opposltlon says rice
should be bought -at any price. '
But the Government believes
that the State’s resources™ are'
~not for giving proﬁts to the .

millowners.’

The . Kerala Government
agrees that the Andhra peasant
must get a’ fair price. If that

- price is beyond the capacity of
the people of the State, the”
Government should subsidise.
the purchase.. That is why the

_ State Government demands that
Kerala should get. rice from
Andhra at the price fixed by

the Central Government.. .
‘What-does the Centre says in

- reply?: It says that fair price

. shops “are not necessary. If the
State Government .thinks they

. are necessary, building up the
necessary stock becomes its
own responsibility. . .

When the State Govern-
ment on this basis decides to
_.make purchases, the Centre
insists that it can only be at
the prices fired by the Cen-
tre, Rice is 1iot available at

.those rates and the Centre is

not prepared to buy it and
 supply the State. In short, it -

is a‘dOQ in the manger policy.~
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‘Whenever these facts are

mentioned, the Opposition says .
it is to lay the blame on the -

Centre. Why -does not the Cen-

tre which buys four lakh tons -
-of rice for other States supply

Kerala ‘also? The Opposition
should be able, to see the truth
if it is not
Communism.

CONGRESS RECORD: The

‘Opposition leader quoted some

statistics about food pro-
duction It was these same gen-
tlemen in 'the Opposition who
had taken credit for
solved the food problem by the
increased production durmg the
First Plan. :
During the Fll‘St Plan,
vancore-Cochin was the State
which spent the least - of the
amount allotted for agriculture.
The State spent 43 per cent
while the -all-India percentage
was 90. What were the leaders
of the Opposition doing then?
They say that the Nagpur re-
solutions of the Congress have
‘been adopted to be implemen-
ted. The Congress Agrarian Re-
forms Committee’s’ report came
nine years ago. But it has yet to
be implemented. Opposition to
the implementation of the
Nagpur resolutions comes from
inside the Congress itself.

LABOUR CONTRACT SO-
CIETIES: If any discrimination
is ‘oemg done in favour of the
Commumsts let it be enquired
into. But the, leader of the Op-
posxtion spokeé in the name of
the workers. .

" When the first steps were

blinded by anti- )

having .

Tra- .

increase in passenger Jtraffic,
842 miles of new lines, "re-
newal of 8,000 miles of exist-
ing track and doubling of
1,607 miles, conversion of 265
miles from metre gauge to
broad gauge, electrification of

826 route miles and procure- -
11,575.

.ment of 2,364 locos,
coaches and 1;07,277 wagons,”
. What has been aéhieved 50
far? -

“New lines opened for tra-
ffic and under construction— .

698 miles; doubling open for
traffic in progress—190 miles;
locos—1,704; coaches — 4,801
and wagons 67,673; and track
renewal 4,416 miles.”

Capital investment, too, had
risen from Rs. 860.55 crores in
1951-53 to Rs. 1,125.64 crores.

A point pressed . home,

therefore, from all sides in -

the discussion was—“Com-

pared to expenditure the

achievements are not satis-

factory.”

The Report showed that in
the closing year there had
been a fall both in goods tra-
flic as also in passenger earn-
ings. In 1957-58 fall in goods
traffic was to the extent of

Rs. 4.62 crores. In 1958-59, it -
. down.

went down by Rs. 14.10 crores.

This decline is accompanied

by increased expenditure
which from Rs. 316.34 crores
in 1957-58 rose to Rs. 320-21
in 1958-59.

CRI TI CS

" being- taken o form these
labour contract societies, the
contractors made representa-
tions to the Government ag-
ainst them.. The man who led
the deputation was none other
than the Congress leader, Sri
Kalathil Velayudhan Nair (a
former Minister). Some other
. Congress members of the As-
sembly were also in the de-
putation. Next day, of course,

. they spoke on the floor of the

House ‘in the name of the

‘workers. They swear by the

workers and at the same time

lead deputations of contrac-
tors!

These sociefiess are of the
workers. The workers have to
be protected from the middle
men. Opposition leaders seem to
consider that the tender system
is without . any ‘blemish. But is
it fair to insist that workers
should compete in calling for
tenders, etc.;” with - contractors
who have all the resources and
"have been in - the field for 20
and 25 years. Even if the Gov-
ernment has to bear some losses
in the process, these societies
have to be helped to grow.

JUSTICE TO MALABAR:
The State Government is not of

the opinion that full Justxce is -

being done to Malabar in the
matter of appointments to ser-
vices, ete. Quite some injustice
has been done. The Govern-
ment is prepared to discuss the
matter with.the members. from

Malabar and take steps to re-

medy the situation.
One of the instances mention-
ed is that of the selection of 40
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transport.

7

The reasons given by Sri

Jagjivan Ram for this decline
are .interesting: the poor pur-
chasing ' power of the people
due to increase in prices and
the competition from - road

"Both these arguments and

the conclusions they were

meant to sustain were subjec-
ted to criticism by members
from different sides. While it
was true that purchasing po-

-wer had gone down due to

rising prices, | this, it was
pointed out, had not affected

the net volume . of passengep’f

traffic if the increasing num-
ber of people travelling com-
paratively shorter distances
by buses was also taken into
consideration. - Irregularity
and late running of trains and

the lack of passenger ameni- :
ties were responsible for de- -

cline of passenger traffic on

_railways.

Gopalan quoted- Estimates

Committee Reports to show
how money allotted for pro-
viding necessary minimum
passenger amenities Iike
drinking water were divert-

. .ed to such items as conver-
sion of metre gauge into
broad gauge tracks and pro-
viding ﬁre-ﬁghtmg equip-
ment.

As for the real reasons for
decline in goods traffic on
railways ‘it ‘was conclusively
shown in Parliament’s discus-
sion that it was not unhealthy
competition from road traffic
but the inefficiency and mis-
management on the railways
itself which was .the culprit.
The speed- with which goods

- are transported over the rail-

ways has been steadily going
In 1951-52,.on broad-
gauge lines the speed was 10.7
miles per hour. In 1957-58 it
had come down to 9.68. Coal
consumption during the same

period had gone up from 8.5

Gram Sevikas. The decision was
of the Public Service Commis-
sion. None from Malabar was

-among those selected. There are

members in the Assembly who
hold that even Ministers should
be appointed by the Public Ser-
vice Commission. If any change
is made in the decisions of the
Public ~Service . Commission,
they create an' uproar.

MUSLIM INTERESTS: The
Muslim League

The League says it stands for
the interests of the Muslims. If

‘that is so, they have to answer

one question: which other Gov-
ernment has so well protected
Muslim interests? If the League
has no interests other than those
of the Muslims, should it not
support this Government" Ob-
viously the League’s interests
are not the same as those of the
Muslims.

There is complaint that no
Muslim " Judge has been ap-
pointed to the High Court.
If the  entire _correspond-
ence between the Central and
State Government could” be

released, the Muslim League
leader could have been told of |
all the facts. : Still one fact.

can be mentioned: the Kerala
Government has done its best
to get a Muslim Judge ap-
pointed in the High Court.and
the leader of the Muslim Lea-
gue knows it. .
Three. members have to
be ‘appointed on the Public Ser-
vice Commission dnd- the Chief
Minister said one of them would
be 'a' Muslim.

leader raised
"some problems of the Muslims.

@ . BY ZIAUL.HAQ

to 10.64. The claiuis"for com- . I

pensation too had risen—from
Rs. 291 crores in 1951 52 to
3.27 crores in 1957-58

“When the businessmen
find,” Gopalan said-in his
speech, “that not only there
is delay, not only there is
pilferage, not only there is

" waste, but there is also loss
and they have to go and ask
for compensation for the
loss of. goods in ' transit—
they - know that it is not
worthwhile to take to rail

transport and they have re- -

course to road transport.”

: Thenamount of waste. that '

goes on on the Railways was
referred to and the 1957-58
(Fortiéth) Report of the Pub-
lc Accounts-Committee quoted
as mentioning loss of Rs. 4.74
lakhs incurred on purchase of
defective springs and of Rs.
1.23 lakhs on purchase of de-
fective axle boxes. - To these

were added instances.of brid-. -
ges built with defective ce-
- ment only to be demolished

later on, of ‘sheds first built
then demolished because they
were considered to be of no
use.

Speaking of labour relations
on railways,  Gopalan said
“I have many cases here.

Under rule 148 of the Establi- -

shment Code about 20 persons
have been dismissed in the
South and dabout 40-50 persons
in the North.... When Rule
148 is used on a large-scale

and people are dismissed the .

workers do not know what will

~happen 'to them. It is victimi-

sation and nothing' else. It is

‘not a case of punishment.

can understand punishment
being given, but I cannot un-
derstand a man who has put
in years. of service being dis-
missed even without his being

charge-sheeted. He is not-even -
told for what reason his ser- .

vices-are being dispensed with.
Even if he is told that, he is
not given a change to answer

the charges and prove his in-

nocence.”
In welfare - measures

in the First Plan period there
were Some lapses. “There are
about two lakh essential staff
for whom no quarters have
been provided. Only one-third
of the total number of work-

ers have been provided ‘witn

these ?

. Speaking of the practice
rampant  on_ railways of

"keeping - men - temporary,
Comrade  T. B. Vittal Rao
pointed out that 19 per cent
of workers were temporary.

“QOut of the 11 lakhs of rail-.

waymen, barring about two

lakhs who are casual lab-’

ourers we find 1,92,300 tem-

porary men. Some of them

have put in a  service of
- three years. What is the

justification? You have been -

- increasing staff at the rate
of about 50,000 a year. In
1956 it went up by 35,000 and
this year by about 50,000.
At least those who have put
in more than .three years
should be confirmed strai-

ghtaway and made perma-

nent”, i

On the question of granting

recognition -to the All-India

Railwaymen'’s - Federation the -

reason for -denying it was

 finally stated by Sri Jagjiwan

Ram in the Rajya Sabha in
real Great Mughul- style as
follows. “What s the criterion
for recognition is determined
by me. It is decided by me. I
do not mince maftters. I am

very frank. When T feel they

deserve recognition they wlll
get 1t

MARCH 8, 195

: al- o
though some money was spent

the night. - -

' peasants replied, -
- wanted our vote, he came 1o
“‘our house to ask for.it. Now

-was shocked to find that ins-

o 'peasants demonstrated and

tead’ of - the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, it . was. a satya-
- wgrahi who was replying to his
phone. call, - -

:Now the police, after arrest-
ing ‘the satyagrahis, - instead
-of taking them .k to jail, are
taking them to far off places
-and letting them off late in

.In reply to this repressxon,
the volunteers have intensi-
fied their satyagraha and

" have begun to offer it not
only in-the District Head-
quarters but also in the
tehsil offices. .On February
24, satyagraha was. offered
at Moga, Muktsar, Mansa,
Barnala, Dhuri and so on.

) ,At Moga more than 8000

180 courted arrest; at Mukt-

sar 46, at Mansa 101, at Bar-

nala 81 and’ at Dhun 50.

Where repression has failed,
gieither has - disruption suc-.
-ceeded. A satyagrahi jatha
was scheduled to start from
the small village of Sardar
-Gurubanta Singh, Minister of
~Cooperatives.

The Minister ‘rushed to his
home village -to prevent the
- jatha. He sat in his house and
sent” word to © the peasant
-elders to.go and see him. The
“When he

‘charges of corruption a

‘eause all this time Sri Sampur-
nanand had been stoutly ‘oppo-

@ From RAMESH SlNHA

A new
Cabmet and the U.P,

stage in the 1ockeymg ‘for power in the UP
. C;%is: Le 'jzslatur Party seems o
have reached with- the a nexpected announce-

ment in the State Assembly by the Chief Minister, Sri Sam-

purnanand that he would

Educatzon and Informatzon
Tﬂpatht. :

BEOPLE have been surprised
by this announcement be-

sing even the mention of these

: charges.

‘For a- fairly long tune any

number of scandals- and stories -
- of carruption and bribery at the

highest level have been talked
about and discussed in. the poli-
tical circles as well .as among

the common people.

It was in this backgrou.nd

that the present set of charges ..
‘about
" “wrong planning”, -
 pitching at the dam”, “purchase
of ‘machinery and- materxal not’
-wanted”,
‘and “favouritism in giving con=
_tracts to the son of a Minister”,

“faulty designing”
“inefficient

“flictitous purchases”

whose name was taken, -were
levelled in the State Assembly
on February 25. -

It was also charged that dur-
ing Sri Tripathi’s term as Irri-
gation Minister, huge amounts

.of money had been drawn from

the State treasury for raising

ersonally enquire mto the grave .
nepotism against his

Minister, . Sri Kamalapaﬁ

the level of villages which never
existed!
Earlier when this charge had

‘ been made the Chief Minister
" had vehemently denied it. But

now, in the course of the debate
on_the budget, the Revenue and
Irrigation Minister, Sri Charan
Singh himself had accepted the

. truth of this charge.

* Sri Kamlapati Tripathi, was
also openly accused of having
spent huge sums of money on
providing extra irrigation facili-
ties to the people in his own
constituency.

It was stated ‘that if all ‘the
charges levelled against the
then Irrigation Ministry are in-
vestigated ~ into it would be
found .that several ecrores of
rupees were misused ~and
squandered. ’

. The. Minister was also accu-
sed of using some costly machi-
nery of the irrigation’ depart-
ment in his own house for pri-
vate "purposes when he was
Irrigation Minister.

Not even all of these cha.rges

were enhrely ngw They had». -
‘been mouthed before ‘and, in

any. case, they were known to

_the people of the State. .

“But this time" when they
" ‘were made on the floor of the-

Assembly, the. Revenue and
Irrigation Minister, Sri Cha-
ran Singh kept ' joyously
quiet and, in fact; at one time,
purposefully said that all
. charges - could not be ans-
wered in  the Assembly and

anyone who was interested in -
_see. him in his -

".them could
office! And then the -Chief
‘ Minister surprised everybody
by declaring that he would
personally enquire into them

He had made this announce-

ment, it is learnt now, with-
out consulting or even infor-
ming anyone of his colleagues
in'the Cabinet. .

What has happened sud-
denly for the Chief Minister to
abandon his friend and support-
er at this time? The answer to

" this lies in the deeper than ever

crisis that has seized the Con-
gress Ministry and the shaken
‘position
himself.

He has proved to be an .

utterly incompetent adminis-

trator. Corruption and. nepo- .
flourished under -

‘tism have
his very nose. Some of his
- own near- relations are - sus-
pected

of Sri Sampurnand

of having -used: his

posztzon for thg} D

ends. And though ‘today, he =
has suddenly turned into an. *
* ardent  supporter of ceilings
and the Nagpur resolution, it~

he ' had .invited -Sri Minoo -.
° Masani, the present campaig- -
ner against the Nagpur reso-
lutibn, to speak in a sympo- -
“sium on democracy in Luck-
now. He had himself p'resided .
‘over that infamous speech m,
which things were said e'uen i
against Pt. Nehru. B
At this time it - was no more:
possible for him to . shield hig
colledgue whom he had been
offering blanket support and

protection-all this time. Now.he ' _
had to worry about’saving hig .

own position. So he made that
hasty declaration in the Assem-
bly, which, thoughitisa v1ctory

.of ‘the people of the State, has,

in fact assured nobody. Péople
have .no faith in his enquiry.
They want'a judicial probe inte .
the grave charges. . ' . .
It is indeed doubtful, how-_
ever; whether even this stra-
. tegem is - gomg to save “him
. his Chief Ministership. for:
long. From all accounts, it ap- -
pears that his days as Chief.
. Minister are numbered. St
Tripathi will perhaps go first .
" and then it will-be his turn.
The crisis'in the Cabinet and
- “the. - Legislature - party has
never been more serious.

he sits in his house and asks
us to go there.” Nobody went’
to see the Minister. Imstead
they contributed Rs: 100 to the:
‘struggle. fund and sent a
. jatha of 20. The whole village
turned up to see them off.
-From the Provincial Con-
gress Committee Chief Dar-
“bara Singh’s village, a hun-
dred volunteers have already
-courted . arrest - and - many

.. more- are coming forward.

‘Those who hoped to dis-
-rupt the movement are get-
ting disrupted themselves.-
Congressmen in: large num-
- bers have begun to partici-
. pate in the movement—and
- 'not
- but even members of Man-
. dal' Congress Committees,
The jatha of satyagrahis in

* Jullundur District on March 2

- 1s being heard again and aga- -

was' led by S. Raghbir ‘Singh -
who is said to be the uncle-

" of Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhil-
lon, Speaker of the Punj ab
Vidha.n Sabha. )

Even District Congress offi-- '

* ¢ials of Jullundur have been
- forced to admit that <the
jatha included some Con-

gressmen and-members of the - -

Mandal Congress Comittees.”
The echo of- the movement

in in the-Legislature. During
the debate on the Governor’s
address, - some . Congressmen
had come out against the Bet-
terment Levy.. Twelve Con-’
-gressmen in a joint statement

" had .demanded that the. Cen-

" ‘the Budget,
. Singh, Independent MLA and

tre should bear the main por-
" tion of the unproductive cost
~of the Bhsakra-Nangal ' Pro-:
Ject.

During the discussion on
-Professor Sher

leader of the Hariana .area,

’Gram : “AGRAHOTEL”

- only - - rank-and-filers |

‘Government

made a forceful case massed

with facts-and figures against .
.the betterment levy. .

On March 3, when the Com-
munist Group gave notice of
an issue of urgent public im-
portance arising out of the
death of Malkiyat Singh and
the Chief Minister refused to
make any statement .on the
issue, only promising to refer
to it in his reply to the Budget
debate, the entire opposltion
staged a walk-out. -

- The impact . of the move-

‘ment on the Congress. back-. -
‘benchers is visible. Even some

leading legislators are feeling
perturbed - because their own

“mass -base.is being drawn in.
“ “The mood of the peasants’

‘“can best be seen ' in what
they are telling the leaders
of the movement. ¢“The
Government ' has_ crushed
every movement so far. If
the peasantry is also cru-

".shed, there won’t be any
?movement left.
ernment must not be allow-
ed to crush the ‘Anti-Bet-
terment - Levy struggle.”

In the coming -few days, the

repression. In these same days
the peasants are determined

to take their - movement to .
new heights, they are deter- .

mined to win their demands:

@ Release alil arrested sat-.

yagrahis, stop repression;

' @ Withdraw - the Ordinance:

for collection of Better-
ment’ Levy;

® Cancel the realisation of -

the Levy;
@ Capitalise the cost of the
project. - S
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The Gov- -

is expected . to
.intensify the already heavy

-machinery,
. payment in gold.
., Dividends should be restrlc-

$lmp!e, Bo!d Measures '_
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properly run  or which can
yield revenue to the State.
“Then' we must start State
trading. It should be started
in foodgrains and other com-

" modities. We 'sHall get reve--

nue and I don’t think it is.at
all advisable to leave this

‘matter i the hands of the

private sector or industrialists
and others - who have been
brought into the picture. We

-should develop State trading

in major items of our exporf

‘commiodities like jute and
tea..

It is not an ideological
question Here even capitalist
countries in some parts of: ;the
world do “such things. 3
take them over and you will
have better deversification of
trade and also have plenty of
revenue in order to invest for

_development purposes.” ’

" Diversification of trade

was important - and neces-

sary because scope for ex-

panding exports to Western

countries is limited and
‘hence also the possibility of

- import from them for deve-

lopment purposes. Instead
" of keeping our trade with
socialist ' countries at five
per_cent of the total figure
‘trade should be developed
in all -directions including
,various = non-committed
- countries, for ’ mstance in
" the Middle East.

Gold reserves and gold hold-
ings in the country of the
order: of Rs. 3,000 crores in In-
dian currency and about Rs.
1,700 crores:. in international
currencies—are there.-! The
bullion part of it should be
compulsorily  mobilised, bor- "

_ Towed against bonds. This ac--

cumulated gold eéould be utili-

 sed for development purpose. .

It would give a cushion to the
economy and strengthen the
foreign exchange poistion. In

-times "of dire need we can

absolutely - essential

have"
if . necessary. . by

" NEW AGE '

You :

ted and company deposits
should  be got at. Schemes
should. be formulated by
which company depomts and
reserves could be mobilised
for developmeént purposes.

Income tax on higher slabs
should: be -stepped up and .

‘wealth tax and’ expendifure:
tax should be provided for on
companies as well .as; private

. individuals.

- In field of agncultnre xt
" is essential that agrarian re-
forms are carried out. There
- should be ‘ceiling on hold-
.ings and as much as possible
land shounld be distributed
to agricultural . labourers
and poor peasants. Co-ope-
ration is good but. I have.
doubts about our co-opera-
-tives unless and until .these
are preceded or .accompa-
nied by radical ag'ranan re-
forms which give land {o
the tiller. We do_not think
it is 'a good proposition that.
the surplus land should vest
in the Panchayat.' The land
hunger of the peasant has
to be met in order to pro-
vide for the incentive to pro-
duction and to see that
human energy is brought

into this work of production '
and in order to bring about -
an upsurge in our economy .

by mobihsmg the hum&n

sector.

We must earn a lot of more
money from  foreign trade.
Government should take. a lot-
more hand in foreign . trade.
- It is also very important to
have real economy . drive in
the administration: -

In defence. industries - we_ »

want the .public sector to be
strengthened. We should. try-
to be self-sufficient in-our de-
fence requirements. We should
come out of the position where'
we have to rely foi' our arma-
ments and equipment on Bri-
tain. We should develop trade
for defence, purposes ' with
other countries: also. And’

- simultaneously develop - our .

own defence industries.* -

[ExAMS?

‘$. on PAGODA KEYS

Suggested

The demands of the armiy-

‘men should be met—adequate .

salaries proper housing con-
ditions, promotions’etc. “I do
not.like our army authorities, |

- our generals going- to too
: ma.n_y* Conferences in the UK.

and the USA....I would not
like those people to take poli-
tical interest . in the matter

-and: try to make pohtical'

capital 2

Demogratic: rights and liber-
ties should be respected. Re-

pression takmg place in Jam- .
shedpur, in Kesoram  Cotton -
.Mills, in Punjab where people

oppose the betterment levy'

- should be stopped. Parliamen-

tary institutions should be’

_respected.”

Cong¢luding Bhupesh Gup- ’

' - ta said that the Budget had

struck at the.common man:

an(l'at_the national econo- - .

my. It had overfulfilled the
hopes of Big Bummen.
Parliament should ‘advise
sMorarji to. retrace his steps
and -instead try to put the
‘€conomy on an even keek by
taking meéasures | suggested .
“t0 meet the Present crisis of
the Plan and in the context’
and perspective of the Third
, Plan. | .

For_sure success, always rely
contain-~
. important Quesﬁons with-
answers on World History, -
© Clvics, General Knowledge,-
Indian A tion,  Ele-.
- mentary . Economics, Cufrent
Essays, . Modern Interviews, -
. Indian Constitution, (ONE
" "RUPEE EACH). :
Indian- Economlcs, Mercantile -
‘Law, Principles * of - Econo~ |
mics, -Logic, -Political . Sci- .
ence, . Jurisprndence (TWO-',
g BUPEES EACH).
I.A.S. Essays, General Eng- N
. lish & General Knowledge‘
" ‘'Papers (Rs. 2.50 nP.). ‘
Landmarks - in Indian Adml-

(Rs. 2,95 nP.)

Available all Bookstalls. Send -

amount by M.O,, . including

8 nP. per rupee for postage. |
‘PAGODA PUBLICATIONS,

Q S-B, Laxmi Estate, Andheri,
* ‘Bombay. . . Lo
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is known. that only last year .
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The problem of unemployment mWesdt er%oarl;-o ’?ﬁ
e Bl wumberof naplied. o
ial - t the nber ¢ ; d
‘ cm(li;z;:lrt‘;o ted is now well over twenty lakhs. I;w qontg_
:zes to sz’:)e daily, and if it g%eg.‘on moun?ng ;; tcén?rof

- 'y ’ t or efl. .
:z:tt;g;f ;;Zpuglllitf;: ?f %Vest Bengal_ in'the next five years!

in the State’s Second Plan has
been fixed at Rs. 9.48 crores ot
only 6.2 per cent of the total

ey

CCORDING teo a suwrv '

carried out by -the "State

Government’s Statistical Bureau

in September, 1953, the total

number ' of “unemployed 3:;; .

ployment-seeke{s”ed ox;i Y

‘was plac 0.
fa:;:;s——‘!.s lakhs in urban»and

‘5.6 -lakhs in rural areas. 311;

.Bureau further- estxmatec_l
the net annual increase in é.l}e

‘employment-seeking population

- jn West Bengal was of the order
£ 120,000. .

* .Both these_estimates — th;

-unemployment figure for 1?5 ~

- and the -annual tage of in-
crease—tend to mim;tti’s‘e l:::

1 position. Nev eless, :
gf:telglacz::ording to these com- .mor_e_ﬂ;;: 136(;222 t o .

- putations, the totalvnumber o{ negh;cl)% Jhe ;:o I aga_trdle,astng

- "umﬁ( ‘lyaelghs now " stands ¢F 39,000 have been throvtv; out of
Thoughd y i ployment during the . first
<t t Bengal is the _emp Y ,

mgouiilzius“ﬁrf:ﬁsed State in three years of the State.f:‘ S_e-

v India, agriculture stxll remains -

" _ the main sector of its economy.

The majority of people - -(57:2

. per cent) depend on it for their
living. . .

But, it is in this se(.:tor that a
crisis has been steadily matur- -
ing over the past decade. Natu-

" rally, the problem of unem-
ployment and under-employ- ~
ment has become mc;easmgly = e

ute. . -

5 A’ survey conducted_by the
Calcutta University in 1955
showed that 40 per cent. of the . - s
total working force in the

eas were unemployed. . ot
rDu;:izlgfthe past three years cond Plan due to closures: o

outlay!. e )
In the draft Plan, the target

for new jobs. during 1956-61

was .placed at 600,000. .‘t'3ut .itv

was cut down, to 235,000 in- the

final Plan. . .

What is the achievement till
ow? . .

" At the end of the third year
of the Plan wvery few addi-
tional employment opportuni~

- ties have been created, and
even if the Plan" picks up
mazximum tempo-in the next
two years the total employ-
ment potential will not be

The number of women em-: .
‘ployed "in various .-indus_tnes
.in West Bengal which stood at :
57,600 in 1947 dropped to
38,000 in 1958. Between 1953-
.58, the number of women ap-
plicants on the live régisters
of ~ Employment Exchanges -
leapt up from 37,000 to 74,000
About 45 per cent of these ap- -
- plications belong to families
with an income of less than
Rs. 100 per month.

Unemployment ‘
Among Technicians

thrown .upon the earnings of :,a,.
decreasing number of earners.

* This.crisis cannot be ascribed
to the natural growth of popu-
lation. Dr. B. C. Roy himself

admitted in his budget speech -

&& N be .
of 1955-56, “No blame can
laid on the rate of growth of

opulation, .
fat% of growth is now thf low-
est in the whole of India.

The causes of the present
malady have to be sought else-
e h has been
West Bengal, which has
the traditional str:9nghold of

British capital in thx;counffry,

was literally bled white during

for West Bengal’s ™

left with only 60,900 acres,gf _
surplus land as ‘against the ori~
ginal estimates of 600,000 acres. »
Ang, in the name of resumption
for . personal cultivation, tbqu_—
sands of peasants are being
evicted from land.

Bemedihl
FMeasures

Under the present set-up in
India, there can be no perma-
nent solution to the unemploy- .
ment problem. -

But.the Communist Party has
repeatedly pointed out that even

g sse Ev Py PP )
Bt 150 years pf British rule. en within the present set-uj t is
Unemployment is not confined . p P 1

to people with general quali_ﬁ-
cations. N .
Quite a number of medical

graduates . are without any job

i to
or underselling them due
sheer want. Some time ago the
figure of such medical graduates
in this State’ was estimated at

- eleven and a half years of

. ?nfge:pendence, the str:anglehol’d
of British capital on thg State’s
econ'oniy is- very considerable.
- And with this, there has been
enormous strengthening of in-
digneous moénopoly capital,
since 1947, . )
‘But there has been no- ex-

possible to mitigate the effects
g:s:he crisis and to solve the
unemployment problem in 'West
Bengal to a certain extent if the
Government adopts the follow-
ing measures: : . .
g Nationalisation of = British
concerns. It will stop the -
drainage of about Rs. 20 crores

: : i i ear from West Bengal
abfrl;gvgi%gs‘ there is so much’ pansion of the industrial sector every year !

i i le the Government
- talk about augmenting the pool .worth the name in the course of . and will enab.

: e money into
of technical personnel. But, in the last eleven years.  On the to plough back the :

the State’s economy. o
‘West Bengal, if is not'easy for -contrary, small-scale .and cot-. . oY tivities of -
. an engineering graduate or dip-

loma-holder to secure a job.

“The Statesman of December

a

tage industries are in a state of
decay. About 20 per cent. to 80
per cent of the capacity of small

Unemployment \. Threatens To

. @ From JNAN BIKASH HOITRA

4> 1958, carried a report which and medium engineering firms
» ¢

Curbing
® monopoly capital, ’especiall_ y
in regard to rationalisation, clo-
sures and retrenchment. X
© Extension of the public

"sector to al ma;gr indus-
tries especially foreign ex-
change-earners like tea, jute,
etc. ’ : : i
@ All-round assistance to
" .cottage, small and. me-
dium industries and - their co-
ordination with large-scale in-
dustries. : . o
@ Implementation of rgmcal‘

land reforms, rapid e:xtgn--
sion ‘of irrigation tamli;nes,
supply of adeqqate_ logns, er-
tilisers, etc., bringing ten lakh
acres .of cultural waste land

-under cultivation and a deter- -

mined drive -to raise the yield

C e d due: to acute : Ao
b ¢ still jute mills and a-number of said: “The hopes of many en- are lying idle du - rates -of the principal crops.
the problem has becom

Sever i i i ‘shortage of basic raw materials.
Ie i . e gineering graduates raised by. s
more acute as the result of other establishments. ) &

4 . as! D, etc.,

import restrictions, slump,
sulted in large-scgle

have also re 2 mercantile

" periodic - floods and drought,
i d Cdrises, mount-
:;Zu";;’:’g.dgs N of taxation, _' retrenchment v

V 7 ing: i fi ss and  firms. - )
mass o t:::se !}tfii:elaﬂd. An indication of the present
e C alarming state of affairs is. pro-

The Estates

Aquisition Act

- the’ discriminatory treat-

that their services are needéd in was passed in 1954, but big ment meted out to Bengalis in

: ilding up of the country edoe an
. -ﬁfn:ilzlxn te be f.ulﬁllp i1 ed. Only. two forms by gvadmg the c;alxlmﬁgx Zg
out of 11 Bengali students from. land holdings, statutorily el
the first group who obtained an  at ‘25 acres per owner, thro

ieeri: - . transfers, -partitions,
vided by the steady;increase in Agricultural . Engnieering de-. mala fide

landlords torpedoed land re-

several European and non-Ben=
gali firms in West Bengal.

" @Efforts to establish trade and

economic relations with

® Take effective steps to end’

L
R Ty

* “Live And Let Live”

B THE British Prime Minis-
. ter’s sojourn in the Soviet
Union continues to oceupy the
centre of world’s attention. If
anything, it. provides an in-

" contestable testimony to the
of a very strong
world piblic opiniori demand-
ing the easing of international
tension and the consolidation
on the one hand;

. emergence -

©of peace,

and to-the urgency for taking
steps . towards the
solution.of the German pro-

concrete

blem, on the other,

-While awaiting the. fing]
<ommunique about the out-
<come of . Macmillan’s  talks
with the Soviet leaders, a few
important developments high- *

- lighted by the visit and reflec-
“ ted in the world Press may he.

immediately discerned.

‘They mainly indicite the
fiasco of the cold war policy,
the positive: impact of the
! on. the -
world public opinion, and
her sharpening of
within the

Soviet initiative
the - furf
confradictions

Westem Powers,
Admits, ‘Walter Lippman:

“....We have now . agreed
. -2mong ourselves that we can

Protect. our -vita] interests in
Europe while we negotiate on

4 number of gsubjects which -

have until recéntly been. re-
garded as untouchable.”
.. Characteristically _ enough,
€ven Elsenhower = declined to
commerit on the widely com-

mented statement of the U.S,
recom-

. Senator, Mansfield,
.mending direet negotiations
between the German Demo-
<ratic Republic and the Fede-
‘Tal Republic of Germany, and
throwing in the idea of with-
drawing U, s, troops - from

" Western Europe and of lmit—

- ing atomic weapons in Central.

Europe—the * idea which is .

: g inereasing Dopularity

in the U.S. - s
- -In Britain, several news-
Papers have approved Khrush-

<hov’s proposal for a summit

neeting. Bverything should be -
have -.the summit .

done to
. meeting held * (News Chroqi-
<le). * The time is ripe for it
(Daily Herald). et - us talk
now  (Reynolds News). Mr

FIRST, ~ under the garb of-
‘discussing- the German pro-
blem in all its aspects, they -
want to thrust a ddger into
the G.D.R. and do away with
-it. Instead of leaving: the pro-
blem of reunification to the
two G an States, they want-
to imBlse a reumnification of
their own choice—and on top
of it, they are asking for So-
viet Union’s connivance in ac-
complishing - this* dark deed
against the German people!

Sharp was the Soviet Pre-
‘mier’s retort to the Western
Powers: - ' .

“We believe that: this is
not 2 matter of .the four ..
Great Powers and if we

- assumed such a role it would
infringe the sovereignty -of
the two German States. This
would amount to gross in- -

.terference in the  internal

affairs of the German peo- -
" ple. Of course, this does not

meéan that we refuse to take
part in the solution of. the

German problem, ... But in

no case do we agree to dis-

cuss the question of German -
unification. This'is a matter-

- for. the

- SECONDLY,

.asks;: «

being the heads
- guarding world peace,

niean that their idea-
" on the talks.

N

German - States .
themselves, G.D.R. and FR..
G. Let the Germans them- -
selves sit down at a confer-
ence fable  and solve thig
problem. We will not inter-

" fere in Germany’s internal

aﬂ H ” " .

"Foreign Ministers’. Conference. POWers themselves, -
to the Four Powers only. The
‘Soviet Premier lqgitima_te]y

ermany?” ‘ capitals.” -
is for the Chancellor
hoslovakia  ports of Brit,
instance,.in dealing ‘with

. THIRDLY, the Western re-
jection of a direct summit %0 Moscow.
meet, where the participants
of  govern-

might Britain over ¢
Dbrovide a better possibility for Area”,

a speedier solution, eoul

From - Bonn, AP.
“Adenauer ‘is firmly’
nearly all compromise
set forth in dther.

previously.”

Al

In ‘this background of con-
‘crete proposals 6f the Soviet
Union for the solution of the.
‘German -problem’ and its de--
termination to g0 ahead with
it despite the West's obduracy,
Macmillan’s ‘visit hds ‘brought
.7 to the fore the contradiction
the - Western centered aroimnd

red the German
Powers want to confine the - Problem between the Western

reports:
against .
plans
) Western
Thé West German
does not like re-
ish “weakness” in-—
4 the Berlin: pro-
blem and he “did not like the
idea of the trip” of Macmillan

So the Chancellor has de-
cided to pay a visit to de.Gau-
‘ment, having all - the rights Ile “without consulting Britain
and -responsibility . for 'safe- Angered  with
he “Free Trade
de Gaulle is expected

ra1sed by the. cheaper price of

French rolled steel resulting:
from the devaluation ' of the -
-Frane, whick has . adversely

affected the "West’ “German

Suppliers and has caused a’
tension between ..these .. two-
partners of NATO as well.

The .fresh Soviet propo-

N

.-sals, accepting a Conference -

even on the level of Foreign .
" Ministers to lead to a- Sum-

it, and the reports of dis- -

.cussions between the Gov-
- ernment * of - the .German'
Democratic ‘Republic and
-the Soviet Ambassador there
- onrthe conclusion of a peace
“tréaty with Germany, have.
made it still more diffioult
- for the Western Powers to

stick to their intransigen¢y, -

And if the British Premier,
after his return’ to London,
will not drag the British Gov-
-ernment and’ the West half- -

way towards meeting the So-

viet proposals, the Western - -

Powers will - soon be finding

‘themselves kicking in their-

own goals.

THREAT FROM U, s

HEN in July 1954, fol.
W lowing the Geneva Con-

China  were

world heaved a sigh of relief. -

, too, for the

yed in bring-

+ ing about the settlement. Re.
storation of peace in South-
€ast ‘Asia was our concern as

India was hap
. . Tole she had p

well,

Today, when the Geneva-

Agreement is

the US,,
ment far from fulfilling the Ge-
neva Agreement has been vio-
lating all ‘its principal elauses,
And now the Laotian Premier
has the temerity to denounce
the Agreement outright, -

crimination
members ' of the resistance; it
" had ensured their freedom -and
democratic rights. The Laotian
Government i
‘reprisals - and

horse’s mouth: Laos “bolstered _

‘by timely Americax; aids, finally . -

ference, the guns in Indo- Stood-up”? (New -York Times,
silenced, the ‘February 23). . b

With the direct abetment of
the Laotian Govern-

The Geneva Agreement hag .

being jettisoned - provided for no reprisals or dis-
by the Royal Laotian Govern-
ment and guns made in the USA’
are being mounted again, our
concern should be still more,
For, India had .also-aceepted a
chairmanship of the Interna~

against former -

ead, - intensified .
. DPefsecuted the

Honal Cémmission for Indo- Ireedom fighters, - With bestial

3

N

i i ent is now East Pakistan.
; of applicants on the' gree from the Indian Institute etc. S_Q the Goyemm s .
R m_g;xil;:;rs of Employment of Technology at Kb!;:?gputs
. llsiﬁh:mges in West Bengal: last year, are understo

. t jobs.” - 3
1651 — 55,000; 1955 — 11000; have got Jobs”. official

circles that unemployment is so

'SéagnqtiOn »
In Indusiries

tries, which could J;ave
reilineggg ﬂsle growing pressuré jg57 _. 162,000; 1958 (Julr::z):
on land, are themselves .in a 175000; 1958 (Decem‘ widespread among the educated
S eaye ione the agestion ot T il : d in. middle-classes because they de-
Leave alone the question of ~ 1t should be remembere in. midale-classes because they de-
.establishhaent of new industries, this connection that accox:dinag e er from
many of the existing enterprises ¢, the estimate of the Natm: othing can b Caltarthcutta from
are.working below  capaclty game Survey, the numi 21.' ployment Survey showed  that
aud e age tntusirivs are Ol he v . registers f'f lo)ver 90 per cent would - have
scale and cottage industries are present merely. 20 per cent o been satisfied with less than Rs.
dying out. . The handloom in- those seeking jobs! iy |
dustry, once:the pride of Ben- . .- I

.gal and on which about seven ‘Middle Classes N'ot Averse To
lakh people depend even now

for their living, is on the verge Hi¢ Hard . M pnual Labolll'_ .
S . . .

- No wonder tat in the indas- T e e o teke  Another slander levelled ag-

. trial sector, 00 employment op- placements in ‘new’jobs? inst educated Bengali youth

| rtamer are idly shrink- November 1957, to ‘serve as an. gains averse to ma-

"portunities are rapidly s example. In that month regis- is that they ar;hi: e e o
78 D the First Plan pe- trations totalleds 2 200, but nual 13;;’::- down by o0 1655 .
_%"'""3951_56) there was  placements were’only 1,126— bee:o: than the Regional Direc- -

fl;gge-scale retrénchment, and that is, just 5.§«per cent of tlé;s: f:: o Res'eftlement and Emn-

v ‘the number of workers em~- .- who had registered. The Cat  ooyment. West Bengal.
loyed in registered factories ployment Exchanges are no at P e e astigation
?ell ‘from 654,901 to 617,739— ‘fault becau;e there are no jo b A Ririgi ';1“;
- i deqreaset of 3?1111;22 IZbiI; teTgI?e r:;l!llcated middle-classes Teau in. Cairgz;ttg e:z:;geg m.tm‘:s
250 znd1usl7omry kers lost . have been most severely affec- out of 237,100 . mamy 68
20,000 iy en workers ted by the growing crisis in in s:g;‘:h -02; jo 73{ asper W o
their jobs. . ; ; l68 e, , ent,
: , Chief Minister, employment. o X 68, to take up jobs
onited in his pudget speecn of © Tne, oowing figures give an  were prepared fo take up jobs

. :;g;nsl-sg tllf:at. “West Bengal is idea of the magnitude of the Z}:ﬁgfzuge ewem such Jobs?

’ the only: ‘State in which the' problem: only 25 out ofnsl ez: T e et aly
volume of factory employment gineering graduates on live T - is ed up the  situation in
bas been  decreasing for some: gistf;; n ;ﬁ:‘rﬁ g:;dui‘:::' n:xlo ‘these words: ‘“The crisis in em-

jow.” me s ¢ d > -
" West Bengal's, Second Plan gflt of 6,682 other graduates, ployment is g:iﬁﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁﬁd
Setiod erefore opened with a 721 out of 10,711 Intermediate ing bothcl‘illmal gricultural and
perlot{),- t:ll:lz of hn?amployme'nt. graduates . and 1,55¢ out .of non-agri e etton ,1 vt

- gl';%ethea allo%ment for industries 32,711 matriculates. : increasing ‘

" PAGE FOURJEEN

China, - o .

On February . .11, this year, In flagrant - violation ‘ of the

the Prime Minister of the Goy~ final deciaration of July - 20, -
ernment of the Kingdom of 1954 at Geneva large quantities - _
Laos, Phoui Sananikone, chose - 0f U.S. arms and ammunition
to announce that TLaog bad @re pouring into Laos, U.S. mili-
-completely fuifilled the Agree-: tary bases are’ being built"there,
ment on the cessation of hosti- ‘end US. military  personne]
lities as well as the other objec= AITIVIng.in irereasing numbpers; )
-Hves assumed under the other - The Laotian ' Government haq
agreements signed at the Geneya- even sent'a delegation to parti- -
Conference, and . that Laos. cipate. in the U,S.-Thailand -
would not recognise any inter. -military manoeuvres that were
national body -other than the .held in Nprthem‘v ‘Thailand
United Nations; hence, it was no . from F ebruary 3'to 6. - '
longer bound by the Gemeva  The falk of Laos,joining . the
Agreements and the Interna- SEATO bloe can be heard from -
tional Commission need not the U.S. as.well as from the
bother to meet agdin and re< U.S. lackeys.in Laos. ; o
"~ sume its activities, India, as a Chairman of the
On February 20, the spoke- Intex:natignal Commx‘ssiop, ‘must
men of the U.S. Department of 1ot idly stand by, while fresh.. - .
State, indicating U.S. support to Plots against beace in Asia gre |
the Laotian Premier’s stand,- being hatched, - o
* gleefully went on to express the . _ The International Commis.-
view that the United States was Sion, which had adjourned ‘s
now free to. establish a military  die”- in July last. year,: should B
mission in Laos, . Tesume its duties-in Ezos. And .
Immediately after the Lao- the Laotian stooges of the U.s.
tian Government’s repudig- imperialists must be told .that,
tion ‘of the Geneva Agree- there is no getting away trom .
' ment, the United Press Inter- the implementation of -the Ge-.
national’s ‘Vice-President. and. éva Agreement, . .
General. Manager,  Earnest  China and North .Vietnam
‘Hberkcht, - wired - from - hav,e. already spoken up. Their
- Saigon:” “Diplomatic’ quarters - Forelgn Ministers have de-
here felt the Laotian Govern- marided a stop to the U.S. intri-
ment: must have'acted only EUues in Laos and have asked - .
after receiving strong encour- fo_r the resumptfon of the duties .
agement . fram'the"Weste_rn' _o{ the International ‘Commis- N
Powers, especially the Uniteq Sion. Our Government should.

0, show that the West s : .spez;le{.up &s"&’ﬁ"’fg"‘"‘&"w““’
uary 10, show that the West. i iali implemen ) a
em'PqWers are still behaving ) : _ hag; gt;i;xt m:g:ix:ah“sfiikag Agjeegaent. . : Fe
ostrich-like. e N ~ ‘ o~ Laos. To have it right from the '

o . 'NEW AGE

. ferocity.
" Dulles’ illness leaves the Prime

e ter - (Macmillan)  in - a
' . ~ L ' . uolque  position - (Sunda
Y . - - o N . N . Times). . . . ) y
' ELEGATION . . _Fven te biwsh covem.
S0 VIETBELE b © o -, ment’s leaders have had to
. g . . . Y s ;vi{nthesameyemmthe
. . . ~ . ? _:‘. ermon,'- |
* FROM PAGE 3 e . . L Jnlor
. country and I hope it is gooc,i. ;
for the rest of the world t00.”
He said the achievements. of
the Soviet Union have bgen tre-
-mendous and they have become
one of the remarkablg stories of
the world. .
He recalled “the powerful
reactions” . the Great O;::olt:ﬁ:
i duced &

i t the Ashoka Revolution had pro the
gavtila rﬁ::gﬁzl.l Z. ‘Andreeyev . minds of the younger generation
gci’d v I - of those days, mclud;ngfhxmsu _eg;

: ‘ i i A ow
¢ viet people entertain “Ever since... we fo ed
thevrllnl:stsog%m?gs ptowards the with the dee_zpest_ mtgrgst the .de
Indian people, they wish to see velopxmantl_f.;isf :ln t’;he S(t!)e\;zet Uéng::e.
jiend| ia a strong, power- . ... We trie understang
: gldensdltzftemgli%haa highly deve- broad trend of this mxililtv
loped industty and flourishing event in ghutxgan ll;;t;)rg;1 av;gl:}é )
"agire ” : was a mi ev g A
agxrqultt;rg. , Pandit, Nehru in  the face _of things not only in ere do we stand now, as far
Replying, id. “the friend- the Soviet Union but affecting 25 any concrete step towards |
h:;? sz;;e;;»dig: 'a;{d the Indian. the rest of the world also pow-" . the solution of the East-West
. H > L . ;
;Jeoz;le with the Soviet Union erfully. i od or dis
" and the Soviet people is based “Wget:;)e:ﬁ:ve 1eI ! or s
not on some passing fancy or. agreed s o il
i d Sri Nehru, “at no tir
some passing advantage but said Sri e
7 this period was :
~ has much déeper roots which ing ! .
i i - htest feeling, if I may say so,
can survive -occasional dife” slig] st feel nay say s,
ion.” - i hostility in any section
rence of opinion.” - “I think,” of 10st D 2ny, o of the
ime Minister - Nehru said, Inshan people. _‘Wh‘y_
fftrizﬁetlmat friendship is cer- Sri Nehru, repltﬁg{) a‘;ic:m ;
tainly good for my: country. say tl_xere vga.f;” eeli
I.hope it . is. good for your -of friendship: T

. MARCH  8,.195% -

v Macmillan is unrecognisq.--
ble with : “When I reflect
upen the present * situation
- in the world, X wonder whe-
. ther we have not at Ieast as
great a ' .common interest
today. That common inter-
est is' peace. Somehow, in
-Spite ‘of ‘all differences and
obstacles, let us combine for
Ppeace.” - . .
*_And Selwyn Lioyq to Miko-
¥yan’s ‘Live and let live’: “per. -
haps more than anybody else
Support . the - doctrine  of
Which Mr. Mikoyan spoke’ to-
- giay.” - B .
Descending from the realms
of words, to .down to earth
Dolitics; the next question is;

eri utting an end for ever
go ig:’o:?ance, slavery .and colo-

ial repression.”.
m‘?)ln ttlx)e same day, a luncheon
reception was given to the So-
viet delegation at the Rasptra-
- pati Bhavan by Vice-P_re'sxdent
." Dr. Radhakrishnan and in’the
‘evening the Soviet - delegation

PROTEST AGAINST SOUTH
. VIETNAM MASSACRE

north -of Saigon is the Phu
ntration camp in South Vietnam. The U.S.-
‘supported Ngo-dinh-Diem i has given it the
Name: “Central Political Training Centre.” In it, six
thousand hunian beings—mostly  former resistance
members, patriots from all social strata, workers, pea-
sants, students, intellectuals—condemned for their
only “crime” of desiring the peaceful reunification of
d, national independence and minimum
citizen, | ]
into the grave, : andful of rotten rice,
‘soaked in lime water and a little salf. :
" In the beginning of December, Iast year, screams

poisoning. - ‘ ’ '
: South Vietnam’s Prime; Minister Diem ordered the
. burning: downi of the ‘buildings of the concentration
* camp. In the flames were burnt alive a number of
desperately ill survivors who could not move.
A wave ‘of indignation has swept across Vietnam,
* at this most heineous crime, Worldwide protests are
- pouring in against thig atrocity. ' :
Picture above is of & rally in Hanoi held to protest
~ against the massacre of their compatriots, :

of the .
Qe Problem is ' concern-
ed? - ’ -
The Tecent replies from the
Governnients ‘of the - U, S.,
France, Britain and the Fede-
_ral' Republie ‘of Germany, to
‘the Soviet Proposals of Jan-

. . NEW AGE ~ R )
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. FROM'OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

. Seven Jt.ho'usand peasants of the Puniab were in -
when the Punjab peasantry’s united

jail on March 2

mass movement agai_nstithe» unjust betterment levy

enterNed its 'second month.

DV-EFYING brutal repression
—_teargassing, 1athi-char-
, ges, manhandliing of indivi-
dual satyagrahis, indiscrimi-

".seen more and
sants coming (0%
voluntarily to court

and on just ‘one day on activists. -
March 2, 1,500 ‘satyagrahis -~ their blind fury, the
courted arrest. ' authorities of the Punjap

Two weeks
it spread
. districts, Bhatinda,

to four more
Sang-
rur, Karn
with Patlala joining "the mo-
vement on the 23rd, the mo-
vement- had gripped all -the
nine districts affected by the
levy. B o

Loy TR
Tad

Bru}al
Repression

-The Congress ‘rulers, ins-
tead of seeing sense and con-
ceding the just
totally lost their heads-at this

after it started h
~ations
ete. Baba
al and Rohtak and - 1ma, ' go-year-old Ghadr hero,
who is
health, has

movement has only added to
their ire and they are mak-

ing indiscriminate arrests. -

Even students and shop-
keepers are being
for the only reason that

had sympathised with er
participated in the satya-

graha. : :
The villagers are most sho-
cked. to find that the:leaders
hich had of the
. ' Congress, wWho had first
day has’ to counteract the movement
more pea- ~with propaganda,
rward moving along
arrest pointing out

Section of the
tried

Kisan

are NOwW
with policemeén,

ave disregarded all consider-

of old age, ill-health,
Karam Singh Chee-

at present in failing

In -Sangrur District, the po-

lice on their rampage beat up
.the sister of
. comrade Hardit Singh's farm
and later have
cutions against her and some
others on a charge of clashing
with the police. Comrade Har-

dit Singh's wife
demand, have pad

a sharecropper in

started prose-

Jagir Kaur
led the women’s jatha

which had been peaten up

unprecedented upsurge among  geverely by the police.

the peasantry and have trie
to meet it with
the most bratal
In Dhaliwal
Jullindur Pistriet, the poli-
ce are reported -to have re-
sorted to firing on Mazch 25
seriously injuring some per-
sons, including  women.
Communist leader Harnam .
Singh Chamak has said in &
statement that «“martial law
 conditions” exist in Sangrur
. District.
In Dhuri and
Divisions in Sangrur
severe lathi-charges

kind.

Garnala Sub-

District, - fines,

repression Of athi Charge At
village in Midnight

_ When' they -raided viilage
Hathan at midnight,

charge and the people were

forced to take shelter in the

fields. -

properties of leading kisan 3
workers are being attached as .
also those of satyagrahis who *.

. have been sentenced to pay

' In Sangrur District, for ..

were instance, the entire proper- -

‘made on peaceful satyagrahis ties of Hardit Singh- Bhattal,

on
again on the 27th
- preaking the heads
satyagrahis.

Z

satyagrahis jatha of 16 with,

nine children at Sangrur was| grichtened

not spared by the police.

©0ld Man Dies OF
Police Manhandling

°

In village Bhainimaraj in milt
Sangrur Distret, 70-year ol Ant.
Godhamal, father of Ved Pery gle.
kash who had been arrested

earlier, was manhandled by
the police who raided the vil-
lage. The old man who was
.already ill has died as a result
of the manhandling. He is the
second victim of the repres-
~sion against Anti-Betterment
Levy’ struggle—the first, Mal-
kiyat Singh of Kandola Kalan'--
in . Jullundur District died - of
prieumonia
of the callous negligence: of
the authorities. e
~Trm;kloads of _:
.- . to village.in search of Com-
. munist  and- Kisan "Sablia
‘workers and in an dttempt”
to ‘terrorise _the - peasants.:
That they have not been
‘gbleto-arrest . any of the
Jeading organisers of the.

the -25th  and 26th and former

be seen
‘mentum the
gathered and the women and -

 tions daily;

in-jail-as a result -

armed po-

Janak

literally Bhattal, Ghagwan Singh Dan-
“of the garh and others  were atta-
Even the women's . ched. .

All this repression has not
anybody—as can
from the great mo-

into the struggle. to -become

tant participants of the
{-Betterment Levy strug-

" In fact, \ral'ely before has
Punjab seen such large-
scale participation of women
in any movement. Not only

do the women bring out

processions ‘and demonstra- -
they -are in the -
beating back

forefront in
the police raids .. and their
attempts to make - arrests
and attach property. In Lit-
ran village, 2@ big posse of
police arrived to attach the
property of the satyagrahis

“who had been. sentenced to

- lice are rushing from village - + pay fines, The womenfolk of

came.. together

the village
and

" licement.

If this mass participation

Kisan = Sabha -

also been arrested
and put behind the bars. :

the -
armed police began a lathi=

movement has. -3

victims of this repression— ° to refute this unassailable protest against  the brutal |
4 70-year old man has died. case, when it has ot been Fepression and demand
as a result of police MAN~ gahle to put forward 2 sin- that the Punjab Govern-
handling and another has | gle fact or figure to prove ment stop its repression,
T died in jail of pneumonia ’ ghat the levy is Necessary, release’ the arrested satya-
: due to the cailous “negli- it should have withdrawn grahis’ and withdraw the
gence of the police. : the ordinance ordering its betterment 1evy. = o
fnhuman lathi-charges  collection. T . I hope the Punjab Gov-
have been made, literally Instead, it has unleashed ernment has -enough wis- '

* taneous ~ children’s demons- The first few days, they - in the Deputy Commissioner’s
.trations’all over the struggle were arrested and convicted Court at Sangrur. The Deputy 3
-‘area show the hold the move- ~for contempt of court. - Bub . Commisgioner- hurriedly left

._tricts of Punjab. Children be-:

) es
they. could lay, their hands
11 they drove away he pos

) 00. - .
~aphis"Correspondent has ‘a1=~- yagrahis determined--to court
© ‘ready-reported of the enthu-

ATl nine seats in the Cheharta Municipélify were won by Communist candidates.
Picture shows the elected Councillors. Chairman Satyapal Dang is sitting third
: S ) g ' f E i .

rom leff. i
‘ i

SUPPORT | UNJAB PEASANTS’ STRUGGLE |
S Aj_OY'.GHQSH;Si__CALl; L ¢

They. have upset all the .
calculations of the Govern=

the properfies,of satyagra-
his and kisan jeaders.

ENERAL _Sectetary of
the Communist - P

G

of India Ajoy Ghosh has in With-all this the Kairon ment, their movement ‘has
a statement to the Press Government hopes. to im- pecome the biggest united-
condemned the brutal re-- pose on the peasantry the mass movement of the pea-
pression against the Pun- unjust levy. - " santry of the . Punjab. in
jab peasantry and called The Punjab ‘Government decades. All party barriers
on the people to express. has no- case for collecting have been . broken, Con-
their solidarity with the. this levy. The Punjab Kisan gressmen and are

CommuniSt. offering satyagraha in laTge
numbers. Even the Govern-
ment’s own Trevenue offi-

cials are tearing up the or- '

Punjab struggle.- .

The Kairon Government
‘has resorted to the . most
. prital ~repression 2 i

_Sabha, the _
Party and Independent
- leaders have massed eno-
ugh facts and figures to

the peasantiry of the Pun- show .that Punjab’s share ders for -collection of -the

jab -who are unitedly put- of the capital “cost of the levy and le ing satyagrahi -

ting up & heroic -resistanci jrrigation part of t‘l:e Bha- _jathas. '

‘to the unjust petterment kra Project can’be. met The * Gt vernment must

“levy the Congress Govern- without this levy, With png¢ beé én:wed"t'o crush
ment has imposed. .the existing tazes ~whick giorious struggle. The Pun- -
. The climax ~of this one the Government ~has EOBS “jab ‘peasantry’s resistance

on increasing during the
Iast few years. Even Con-
gressmen- ~have .in open .
statements demanded that
the Central Government
should hear the main P

month’s repression came o
March 2—the day the pea-
sants’ struggle entered: its
- second month—when the
police opened fire in Dhali-

has to be supported by the °
rest of the country. The
Punjab Government must
be forced to stay its hands.

1 call  on the people in

villa in Jullundur : .

gz‘:sltrict l.g;nﬁlzg in serious Of the unproductive cost of all - States, specially the
injury to many women "~ the project. peasantry, L0 express their
. . ‘When the Kairon _Gov- solidarity with, the ﬁghtmg_

Two persons have fallen  ernment has not been able Deasant of the Punjab, to

breaking the heads of the . this repression reminiscent dom to see that repression

people including’ women -of the British and princely will be of no avail 1 earn-

satyagral his.” . . _ days. ’ estly call on it withdraw

: Indiscriminate mass. ar- . The Punjab peasantry is all repressive measures and -

rests have taken place and . P! tting Up 2 glorious re- concede the just. demands -
sistance S

large-scale attachment of ‘to this repression. of the peasants.’

rested. On the: 16th, smt.

witnessed when the satya- C
: - Jagir Kaur occupied the chair

- grahis court arrest.’

" of women shows the strength
of the movement, the spon-

ment has come to have on the

when he heard the women’s:
entire peasantry of these dis- S :

jatha was: arriving.

“ jalls, .the authorlties. have SN
: At Barnala the _satya'.grahis‘

changed their, tactics. . )
ahis arri-

low 12 years of age are com © " Before the sabyagl oceupled : the i ‘court ~of the .
ing out In Big squads of 100 ‘ve; the Magistrates ‘and others Sub-Divisional* : Magistrate: :
and 2 leave the courts. But the sat- * The ~“Deputy - Commissioner:

telephoned the’ court-ftom the:
District I__{e_adquarbe_ ters and he
el % SEE-PAGE 13

‘arrest, occupy. ‘the ‘courts -for

siastié scenes that are being - many hours till they are ar-
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