a pace never ‘attained by any man-made object, overcame :
the \gravxtatxonal pull of the earth, swept round the moon = -
: and entered the solar _System.
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""lll\l

@ 1131s A=
Axvum 19597 ¢ ever

J

most. memorable datw in
history, - Onthis.. day - WS

hurtling across‘ the sky at

‘A new planet has made its apearance, a planet mado
by the hands of man. Appropnately named Mechia—dream

ot marks the realisation.of one of the oldest dreams of

man, the conquest of space. It.opens up new vistas: before

our epoch, the epoch of man’s final triumph over nature. °
"Enormously extending the’ bounds of human knowledge

ﬂn‘ough the messages already received, this majestic achie~

" vement of Soviet science ‘holds out prospects which few - -

eould imagine only a decade ago. “The time is -approach-
ing,” confidently proclaim the Soviet scientists, “when man :

L will be able to set foot on the surface of  the moon and

better. They - know what the ‘USSR stands for and what

: ‘- vole-it plays..-They- know: that g great-victory-has been won-.-

.andpeace. . i

-ether- planets.” -Issues debated-in scientific circles. for many -

- years, such as whether life exists in planets other than eurs,
b will be settled: Man will wrest from nature her most closely

mrded secrets.

.| That it is the first country of victorions Socxahsm which ;
has been the pioneer in achieving the latest triumph is ne
accident. With prophetic vision, Frederick Engels: declared
in his' celebrated work, Socialism:. Scientific and Utopian -

" that with -the escabhshment of Socialism alone, man, “for .
* the first time, becomes the real conscious master of natare.”

That prophecy is being fulfilled before our own eyes.
Once again, Socialism has porved its superiority over-
docadent capitalism. Once again, it has been denionstrated

- that freed from the shackles of capitalism, man ‘can.reach

keights never attained in any previous era. .

In peaceful competition, Socialism will triumph—de. " -

clared the leaders of the Soviet Union. The new planet,
symbol of the nsmg star of Commumsm, reinforces that

. declaration.

.. To the people of the Soviet Umon In tlus hour of joyous .
ocelebrations, to the Soviet scientists, to-the great Commun-
ist . Party of the Soviet Union under -whose laadershxp the
ence backward country has made spectacular advance, our

_Pa.rty conveys warm fraternal greetings.

 While humanity rejoices in the trinmph which scxence
has scored, panic has seized the’ American imperialists,’

“Unable to look at.any issue, except from. the marrow angle.

of the cold war, they depict the Soviet advance in the realm
of science.and technology as 2 menace to the “free world”, .
Men and women of goodwill all over: the world: know

“for the" cause which they chensh—the cause of freedom
. (January 'l)

be rega.rded as one of the '

-~ demotracy—advocicy | [of ‘¢o:

I

I

—latinched the space-shxp which ~ R
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BACKGROUND TO THE CONGRESS SESSION

- 4 by B. 7. RAHADIVE

- "The Nagpur Sessnon of the lndlan Nahona.l
‘Congress meets in a strange background. Embold- -

ened by the Congress policies of compromise and

’concesslon, the vested interests are coming out in
. the open, brmgmg pressure on the Congress Gov—
ernment to give up some of its declared polxcles.

.HE vested interests in

capital .and land have:

launched a comcrete . propa-
ganda drive against land re-
form.and particularly ceilings,
against the public sector and
against every decla.ratlon to .
curb capital.

Every measuré . of - State

control is being denounced by .
Big Business as' an -attack on

operative farming is” denoun—

ced as totalitarianism. In re-
cent meetings and’ Press Con-

ferences, Sri Nehru had to say
a few words against these
gentlemen . of ~the private
sector. - His sharp words and
_repeated warnings ,only bear .
witness -to the pressure that
is being exerted by the private
‘vector from within and with-
".qut the Government. : -
-It.is well known that des--
pite: tall - déclarations from:
Néhru,. sﬁcms:ve ‘State’ Gov- -

. 'A=

:NEW DELHI January 3

questxon is-very often
heard being - asked
now—-a-days in the Capital:
Does the Prithe. Minister
really know all that is
gomg on under the aegis of
his Government? - Honest
but despairing Congress-
men prefer to console them-
selves . with ' the answer
that obviously the ane
Minister does not.

But a question< that has
beén coming up very rapidly

in ‘the last few months—and-

_which promises to burst into
a first-class sensation any
day, Wwhether in-the Press or
in Parliament—concerns - the
doings, or rather the mis-
doings, of .a prominent mem-
ber of his own staff. Although

" many outside New Delhi may
not even have heard his name, -

8ri M. O. Mathai, the P. M.’s

. Speclal Assistant,” has, in the
: -last ‘few years, bullt himself

p ‘as a key man in high poli-
tics

Sri Mathai has an extra-'
ordinary” background. -Before;
" the last war, he was drawing

a paltry wage being engaged

“as a typist by 8ri C.P. Mathen, . .
Then. cam_e a

former M. P,

penod when Mathal was ems-
- ployed in one of the American
Government outfits function-
ing in this country during the
war. His friendship with Ame-
rican circles has continued
since those days, sometimes
becoming far too conspicuous.-

" During the eruclal negotia~

tions preceding the transfer -

of power in 1947, Sri’ Mathal
got into Pandit Nehrus staff
as a steno-typist. . - Gradually
he rose to become: the Special
Assistant to the Prime Minis~
ter- drawing a monthly salary
. of about Rs. 1,800 a month.

"About four years ago, hé de-’
cided"to set-up a'Trust in

- memory of his mother, called:

the, Chechemma Memorial
Trugt. It started with a capital

of about Rs. three lakhs—by.

itself rather a considerable

sum for Mathal to collect— .

and besides himself, he selec-
ted two othertrustees, Raj-
"kumari Amrit Kaur and Smt:.

- Padmaja Naidu, both of whom-

hardly take any interest in
the matter. beyond lendlng
their good names.-

Mathai hlmself of coum

is . the managing tmstee.

* 'And he has never made any

bones about his hold on the -

. ‘Trust. Its office is. at 2; Wil-
llngdon Cresoent, the rest-

dence of the Rajkunm.ri. S
.and omnly

This is the one"

family trust that a Govern- -

ment servant has been per-
mitted to set. up, Mathai,
a Gpvernment employée, has
ma.naged to get the permis-
sion from the Home Minis-

try to open this Trust:and .

collect money for it.
A surprising feature is that

Rajkumari: Amrit Kaur, when

shie was a Union Cabinet Min-
ister, was permitted to become

one of the trustees, while at

about the same time, in the
year 1954, two other Ministers,
8ri Jagjilvan Ram and Sri
Satyanarain Sinha, were ask-
ed by the:Prime Minister to

resign from the trusteeshlp of .

the Dalmia’s Bhrlgura: and
Yogiraj Trust.
What is more ams.zinv'

about it is*the fact that this
Trust today has assets total-
ling' nearly ' Rs. 24 lakhs.

Among the ‘donors ‘are the

Birlas, " Shanti Prasad Jain
and- several Bombay business-
-men. The account of the Trus

* 13 kept in the Birlas’ Unite

Commercial Bank, but it is a
closed .acecount.

‘It may be by some myste-
nous influence that over Rs.
20 lakhs csn be collected in
memory ' of ‘a  completely

H

- unknown lady when one re-
collects that in spite of the
. Prime Minister’s appeal, not
more. than Rs. nine-and-a-
half lakhs could be callected :
© for the Kidwai Memorml
_ Fund. .

A promihent Congressma.n
told me;-“I won’t be surprised.
_if Mundhra also has donated
_to this Trust.” There. are
grounds for: such talks._Be-
cause, it is reported- that the'
- first meeting between . TTK
and Mundhra in the summer
of 1957 had taken. place at
‘Mathai’s initiative. So far as
I know, even the Vivian Bose
Committee could - not probe
into this secret. Throughout
his career as Minister; TTK is
said to have kept the closest
. contact with- Mathal.

Mathat’s - assoclation with
the Birlas had, it seems, start-
ed even berore ‘the Trust was
- set up. Some years ago, Mathal

‘bought an orchard in the Kulu
- Valley. Later he sold it to the

Birlas- at-"about - one-and-a-

half Jakh rupees, though, ac-
. cording to many, the property’
"itself tan hardly be valued at
even half the amount.

‘Again, just six months ago,
the Birlas made a ‘gift of one

' 'll SEE PAGE 13¢

" land to the filler and obs<'
tructed. the development ‘of
our food resources. This was,

‘not accidental either, The:

pull of landed interests in- -
side State Congress organi- .

" sations has been terrifie.
They have been doing their -
sabotagin'g work silently,
hampering food produchon,
forcing the country to im-~
port - millicns of - tons. of
foodgrains, and ‘exposing i
to ba.nkruptcy and starva--
tion.. .

' But now when after repeat=

ed warnings- from the plan-

ners the question .of ceilings’

. and land reform has’to be -
- Practically - tackled,  theéy ars -
* foreed
. open.

to come out in the

“The” Hyderabad Sea:ion or
the AICC appolnted - a Sub--
oinmittee to consider all "as-

tion including aspects of land .

pects' of agricultural produe- -

reform. This was not an.inno- ™

cuous committee because it
was suggested by C. Subra-
maniam, likely President of .

 the Congress after this session, -
} who. is apposed to ceilings and

included on it many like Hate -

Krishnz Mahatab, Ajit Prasad
Jain and others who _held
slmﬂaLviews

'

\‘

The opponents of ceﬂlngs

put up a strong fight in the
Sub-Committee. . They sud-
denly became - champions of
‘equality and demanded that if

cellings were to be imposed on |’

land, then in justice, .

there

should be a ceiiing on urba.n -

incomes also.
The landed interests coming

forward as the champions of .

social justice in urban areasl’
Tt only reminded- one of . the
crude- game played - by the

Muslim League of Uttar Pra- ..

desh in 1937 when the Nation-

al Congress ~ had’ formed its
first Ministry. - The Congress
Party moved - a resolution in:
the Assembly demanding.abo-
litlon of landlordism. - The
Muslim - League -landlords

dared not oppose * it openly. .

They, therefore, came’ forward

‘with another - resolution de-

manding abolition of capita-

BN

lism: Hoping thereby to em-

barrass the. Congress,
‘The landed ' interests in-

side the Congress.are today -

. 'in the.same position. They
- daré not openly oppose ceil-
ings: without resoiting te -
someé - kind of subterfuge.
Their idea is to get ceilings -

'.postponed in the ‘name- of

tmﬁatmg social Jushce in
' . XSEE PAGE e
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ane-Growers Demand A F:

4

 The three districts of Western U, P.—Mecrut,
Muzaffarnagar ‘and, Saharanpur—were the scene of a -
‘big ‘action by the peasantry during the recent seven

' cember 15 last.

_ IKE a torrent the -pea~
santry-rose in revolt and
-all directives to Congressmen

. to break the strike did not

" succeed in bringing even .one
cart of -sugar-cane to any. of
the weighing centres. This was

- the biggest reply that the

peasantry of-Sri A. P. Jain’s
own ‘home area could give to

the Food Minister’s blunt re- -

fusdl .to accept their - just
- demand for incresse-of sugar-
“cane price from Ks. 144 per

~maund at the mill .gatel and

© Rs.-1.31 at the outcentres to

Rs. 1,75 per maund at both

. places. .

.- This demand of the cane-
growers is. today for U, P,
and Bihar not only the de-
mand of a section of the

. peasaniry as Sri Jain tried
to show recently in the Lok
Sabha. It has become the

- united demand of the people
including Congressmen and
even the Legislative Assem-
blies of both these States

- have -passed non-official
resolutions recommending to
the Centre that this demand .
of the peasantry be accept-

. ed.
.. 80 wide is the support be-
hind the demand that it be-

. came necessary  for Pandit
- Nehru to Intervene in the Lok

.Sabha debate to prop up Sri

Both Sri Jain - and Pandit
Nehru ‘in the Lok Sabha and
the U. P. Chief Minister; Dr.’

' Sampurnanand, in the: U. P.
. Legislative  Council, while op- - }
taxes from the present con-.

posing the popular- demand,
, took recourse to certain argu-
ments which though answered
again and again ~are belng

.. repeated In season and out of

- geason.— - ..

sugar would " become costlier
both for the consummer and for

" -the iriternational market thus -

.imposing not only an addi-
tional burden on the people
but also drying up & newly-
created - source of earning
much-needed foreign ‘ex-
change. . -

£ It was argued. that WitH the~“the
" Increase in sugar-cane prices,

days’ strike of the cane-growers which began on De-: -

Tava sl

From
. K. TANDON
General Secretary
U.P. KISAN SABHA

AA AP

A~ AP

It is also said that if sugé.r-’

cane cultivation becomes more
profitable, the cultivators will

. shift their land how under

food - crops -to ~sugar-cane

. thereby -aggravating the food-

crisis. . .

It is further argued . that
any increase In sugar-cane
price would disturb the parity
between the prices of sugar-
‘cane dnd other. agricultural
‘commodities, whose prices
have recently shown a wel-
.come decline.

Price Of o

Sugar

What are these argumenﬁs ,

really worth?

Sri Jain has said that affer
deducting Rs. 13 to Rs. 14 for

GOVT.

trolled ex-factory price  of
sugar, which - .is'Rs.. 36 per
maund, only Rs. 22 to Rs. 23
per maund 1s lett to the mill-
owner and this has to cover
‘price ' of  sugar-cane,
sugar manufacturing charges
and profit: Taking Rs. 1.44.
per maund as the price of
sugar-cane and assuming that
‘for every maund of sugar -ten-
maunds of cane is required,
this means that for manufac-
turing cost and profit the mill-

owner gets Rs. eight to nine’

which Sri Jain does not con-

sider to be-very high, He asks
the cane-growers ‘to walt' till

the Tariff Board gives its"

report. . .

. But the Tariff Board- had
given a reporf in 1950 accord-
ing to which. the average cost
of manufacturing a-maund of
stigar by small factories prd-
ducing two to’ three "lakh

maunds of sugar per year was -

‘only Rs. five per maund and

_reasonable profit Re. one. For -

bigger factories producing five
lakh maunds per year and
more the cost of manufactur-
ing was calculated to be as
low as Rs. three per maund
of sugar. B
The present price of sugar
gives a profit of Rs. three
-, to four per maund to small

and Rs. five to six per mau-.

" nd to the big millowners—
evidently a.very high rate 'of
profit. Even if it is argued

that in this period, cost of -

manufacture has risen by

about 20 to 25 per cent, this

- rate of profit is nearly 200
to 300 per cent of the profit
~.rate proposed by the Tariff
Board even for the least
‘profitable and smallest unit.
It may, however, be added
that the Tariff Board based
itself on figures - supplied - by
millowners themselves for the

year 1948-49 since when the
.production of sugar has dou-
bled, with: only two new mills
starting in this period which
means that production’ -per
unit has almost - deubled

bringing the overhead costs

considerably down.

Huge

Profits v

" Theé - 1950 Report of the
“Tariff Board had recommend-
ed that-the prices of sugar-
cane and sugar should be
respectively .be fixed at Rs. IE

-and Rs. 24[{12 per ‘maund.

on this basis the Central Gov-
ernment fixes sugar-cane price
at Rs. 1/12 per maund,  the
price of sugar would have to
be raised to Rs. 27|14. At the
time of the Tariff Board Re-
port; Central and State taxes

. added together to a total of

Rs. five per maund of sugar.

- 8o according to the prices re-

commended by the Board, the
miliowner would get Rs. 22|14
per maund of sugar for

profits, manufacturing char-
ges and price ' of sugar-cane.
This is exactly the amount

- the millowner gets.today al-

though he pays to ¢ane-grow-
ers only Rs. 1|7 at the mill
gate and Rs. 1[5 at the out-
centres. .

The millowners in U. P.
alone, on a rough estimate,
earned an extra profit of at -
least Rs. 100 crores since 1952

‘when the price of sugar-cane

was reduced ; from Rs. 1{12
per maund by . the simple:
means of selllng sugar at the
same price (and even more)
and by paying less .to the
grower. e
" The demand of the grower
~ is not that price .should be -
. raised and he . should get

" _.more money at the cost of

the consumer. He only asks

that the millowner should

fqrggo ‘the extra  profit of .
NEW AGE . -

-

nearly Rs. two crores per

year and be satisfied " with
the rate of profit:¢considered
‘reasonable. by ‘the Tariff
Board in 1950, - - -

As. regards. the price of

sugar, it ‘may ‘'be pertinently .

mentioned that for every seer
of sugar, the consumer has to

pay about- 33 naye Paise as’

Government taxes which is
nearly 1|3 of the retail price’
of sugar. Within the last. ten

‘years: taxes on sugar  and-

sugar-cane have - risen by
‘nearly 150 per. cent. Hence if
at’ all the Government is an-
xious to make sugar cheaper
for the consumer it should
stop giving sermons to the
growers and reduce the exor-
bitant taxes. v

Ne Threat o
Food Acreage

" 1t is true that acreage under-
sugar-cane has risen from

19.13 lakhs in 1953-54 to 30.5

.lakh In 1956-57. Sri Jain -has
chosen the year 1953-54 for the:

simple reason that it was a -

year of the lowest sugar and
sugar-cane production in the
last one.decade. Had he cho-
sen 1951-52 when sugar-cane
acreage in U. P. was 29.6

ISKE
lakhs he would not have been

able to startle his listeners in
the Lok Sabha. s

" The truth is. that sugar-

"cane - acreage declines . and

rises in cycles of nearly four
years although there is gene-

. ral . tendency . towards rise,

But- then- sugar-cane
acreage alone is not rising—

. the total acreage under culti- -

vation as well as acreage un-

" der food crops is also rising.

Within the period of 14
years between 1943-44 and
1956-57, the total acreage
under cultivation in U, P. has

gone up by about ten per cent -

whereas the acreage under
paddy and wheat has ‘risen
respectively by 32 and 28 per
cent. Thus there is no ques-
tion of acreage under - any
other crop rising at the cost of

food crops. - .

The ‘Second Five-Year Plan
had fixed a target- of produc-
tion of 22.5 lakh tons of sugar
in 1962, In 1957-58, India pro.
duced only 20 lakh tons. Our
per capita consumption of gur
and sugar is ridiculously low
as .compared  to advanced
countries and our internal re-
quirement is also estimated to
rise to 22.5 lakh tons by 1962.

Hence if we adopt a one-
sidéd attitude towards food -
production contrary-to what

* is laid down by the authors
of our Second Plan and tfry
to solve.our food crisis at :
the cost-of sugar’ prodncs.
tion, we will not be able to
produce in 1962. enough -
sugar to meet even eur in-

. ternal requirements. - Theé-
result would be that not only
will we have no sugar to ex-
port but we will have to im-

~port it—as  happened - in

1953-54 to the value of Rs.

70 crores. Thus our foreign -
. exchange situation would

only worsen instead of im- -

proving. - ) B

.of the growers..The U. P.

- The units of the Kisan

-of the State, the PSP and S.P.,

1t is clear from all this that
~‘the cane-grower’s . demand
_-does not go against the in-
" ‘terest of the consumer or the
nation but only against the

profit greed of the sugar mill--

owners and their supporters in
the Government. It-is hardly

necessary to add that their de.”

mand is’ fully in'consonance

with our declared aim of estas

blishing a Socialist soclety.

The U. P. Cane Union’s. Fe-

deration - which is a semi-
- official body presided over hy
the Cane Commissioner and
. packed = with. Congressmen
passed a resolution on Decem-

ber .23 to start the. general -

strike’ from January 14. But
such was the pressure from
the Government and the Con-
' gress leaders that the Execu-
tive of the Federation with-
drew the strike decision only
six days later ont December 29.

'The U. P. Kisan Sabha has
declared that the decision
taken at' the " Sultanpur
Conference to organise the -
cane-growers’ general strike

.

" changed. It has appealed to
the - Opposition parties to
stand by the growers.

The Government has called
a tripartite conference on
January 12; to which only the
Federation representatives
have been invited .on behalf

Kisan Sabha protesting aga-
inst this descriminatory atti-
tude has demanded. that all

the Opposition parties and the * -

kisan organisations should be
called so -that the viewpoin$
of an overwhelming majority
of the cane-growers may be
heard ‘at the conference. Un-
less. its -represéntatives ' are
invited to the conference, the
. UPKS has declared it will not
be bound by its decisions.

Sabha are vigorously ‘prepar-
ing for the struggle 'of the-

cane-growers but it is a pity -

-that the leading Left parties

which had declared their in-
tention to join the strike from
January 14 seem to be quietly
backing out of the struggle.

Their leaders have chosen to .

Keep diplomatically quiet. This

shall be no less - a betrayal
than that performed by the

leaders of the Cane Federa-

tion of a movement which if

coiducted unitedly can be-

come another big challenge to

Congress misrule in U. P. after .
the recent food movement.
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from January 14 stands un- |
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FUHE peculiarities of eco-

- pecially’ of an underdeve-
loped country, necessitate

counterparts in more deve-
loped countries of the West,
whose ‘problems are gene-
rally akin, their number in
the former is legion.

This does niot mean, how-
ever, that there is no com-
mon denominator between
the national objectives of
underdeveloped- countries
also; On the contrary, in
their historical background,
-which, invariably bespeaks

-.of their. colonial exploita-
tion, as well as in the main
tasks which their economies

. have to face, they do exhi-
. bit quite a few similarities.

Still, while formulating a

concrete programme it is

.. prudent that the country’s

specific characteristics are

not overlooked. B
It is, therefore, only vpro-

per that the objectives and
the shape

Plan have begun to be

‘widely discussed in various

" plan forums and econome
ists’ conferences. The re-
sults of these discussions
also have,.- on the whole,
been highly significant,
inasmuch as they have:in-
dicated - a-high degree of
appreciation on the part of
our academic dignitaries of

* the need to accelerate the
pace of the country’s deve-
lopment. ) )

. KXCELLENT
BEGINNING, BUT...

Undeterred by the private
sector’s propaganda that
¢ the country has had enough

.of emphasis -on industrial-
- isation in " the first twe
Plans, and should therefore

gequent - ones, they have
. unequivocally ~ expressed
" themselves in favour of
" more, and not less, indus-’

POV VIV PP

they have also warned
against setting up of spuri-
.ous industries in its name
whose dependence on
‘ foreign components—rang-
ing sometimes up to seven-
"ty per. cent—only goes to
- feed foreign interests. They
have also stressed the
necessity to “exercise vigil-
ance to scotch the danger-
. ous possibilities of forcign
aid” which as Professor
- Anjaria said always “tended
to exercise a gentlé pres-
sure in certain directions.”
What this direction gene-
gally is he also clarified by
} adding that “it could mean
‘a greater investment in the
private sector.” .

} | “Thus, while economists’
$  meetings As well as the pian

forums have made an ex-

céllent beginning, it will be
s pity if their discussions
_ are not made a part of peo-

while formulating the final

L
<
'$ * ple's consciousness, so that,
-
[-

E plan their views .can be
.3 obtained at the broadest
¢ possible level. : .

| In obtaining these views,

3 however, it-will be less than

honest on the part of the
} Government as 'well as
¢ various political and soclal
organisations, which alone

failures which the first two
Plans had met in some of
their most important as-
pects. As it is these failures
are well known, -especiaily
- o the.readers of New Age.
‘But not all parties end

nomic development, es-"’

- & systematised and detailed " -
pre-study of their various
aspects. For, unlike their -

of the Third

_ery a halt to it in the sub- -

- trialisation. While doing so,

3 can be their vehicle, not to.
"3 squarely ackrowledge the

ECONOM
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 DISCUSSION 1S ON

academic thinkers hold the
‘same views in respect of the
factors behind them." And
‘to the extent they differ in
their - evaluation in this
regard, their approach to
the Third Plan too will be
necessarily different. ’

WHAT HAS TO
BE DISCUSSED’

Primarily,  however, it 18-
this approach which has to
be most widely discussed at
the present stage. Broadly

tic sections and also the:
‘Government, -whose policles
have been primarily respon-
sible for the difficulties of
the Plan hitherto, agree as
to what this--approach
should be. - But the - days
when the people could be
fed on mere rhetorical
generalities are past. No
longer can the worker be.
_asked to' sweat merely for
filling the coffers of the
capitalist, nor can the pea-
. sant be persuaded to put.in
his-best into his soil, if its.
fruit remains to him as
. elusive. as ever. It has,
therefore, become impera-
tive that the parties of So-
cialism concretely put be-
fore the people their ideas
apropos What they seek to’

Plan. . :
What is the position,
however? The Congress has.
- betrayed a chronic aversion
to any honest evaluation of

cond Plan’s undoing. :

- In indastry it has aserib-
‘ed the -shortfall in ‘the
Plan’s achievements to lack
of resources, knowing full
_well that its own policies
have been leaving a fair

amount of. -wealth com-

" pletely untaxed year after
year. v ’
In agriculture, the natu-
-ral’ calamities—whose ab-

. sence earlier had helped to -

- achieve relatively - better
‘results—seem. to provide it
a plausible “alibi, -while its
own committees have re-
‘peatedly - pointed out the
inadequacies of its land
reform measures. .

In trade, the reason be-
hind the .continued accu-
mulation of deficits consists

_for it only In a general
.downturn in . the world’s
economic activity, while it

knows- full well that about-
a third of that very world .

has always been willing to
absorb a substantial part
of its export commodities.
Thus, with the Congress
it has all through been 2
_case of running away from
the stark reality that what
- it had so far been present-
ing to the people as a pat-
tern In Socialism was only
its mockery. ¥
background it is not sur-

prising that it has- again
begun to talk tall ~about”
achieving . an’ El Dorado

through  the Third Plan
without meaning anything.
. I8 W_othng Commi< mittee, ‘in

no. doubt all the democra- .

achieve: through the ‘ next

the factors behind the fe- .

With such a .

a resolution, issued last
month, defailed a number

‘of measures which in its: :.

view could lead. to Social- !

ism.. Even these, however,
are likely to be toned dewn -
at Nagpur in favour of pri-

- vate capitalists. And if such
.liberties can be taken in
respect of an official doca-
ment, the fate of the “prin-
‘ciples” which the “Socialist
Foram” has bravely put to
guide the formulafion of
the Third Plan can be very
well-imagined. o

‘The PSP, which, too, pro-
fesses belief in Socialism, -
has not yet thought fit to

_even attempt a comprehen- .’
sive eritical evaluation of
the failures of the Second
Plan. Occasionally, no
doubt, its spokesmen, in
Parliament and elsewhere,
‘have pit their finger cor-
rectly on some right spots,

but generally its principal - -

economic wizard has been
‘too busy cataloguing the
latest works of foreign eco-
nomists in the columns of &
foreign-owned newspaper
to spare any thought for
the consideration of the
future shape of his own
. country’s plans. - -

TABK »
* As for our Party—the
Communist Party—our spo-.

kesmen have been tirelessly -

stressing that the erisis of |
the Plan is In reality the
crisis of the Congress Gov- ‘
ernment’s pro-capitalist

. poli achieve the. ..
policies. To v . the. Congress Government by

targets of the Plan it is
these .policies which need
be altered. In future, too,
if the status quo in respect:
.of these policies is main-
tained, not: to say of
launching a bigger Plan,
‘even the gains of the pre- -
sent one will be put in jeo-
pardy.  For, us, therefore; -

present is that ef;re-exami-

has been presented to the’
country as “Socialism” so
far,” so that, the .people
"might not again be lcd into
believing that Socialism
could - mean anything less
than harnessing« of the .
" entire - resources for the
country’s development,
*“Thus, while the efforts to
put the country firmly on
the road to-Socialism have
so far betrayed a lack of .
cohesion—with the loyalty
‘of some of its most vocifer-

ous advocates proving only - -

. skin deep—the detractors of
Socialism have lost no time
in launching their campa-
fgn for .reversing the gear -

- during the Third Plan. The .

first salvoes they have fired
‘at- the very basis of the
Plan—which, according to
them being “physical” had
_to be abandoned during the
Second .Plan itself. For the
Third Plan, in their view,
it will be totally unrealistic
to ‘even think in terms of
its adoption. In support. of
. their stand they have been

the most important-task at -

nation of the bases of what .
. World Bank  and other- |
‘whose view even the Second
‘Plan was too ' ambitious.
- Jevel, and giving up the

" sector

* foreign capitalists, the for-
; Socialism

. probe deep into the, errors:

o R ECENT events in West

'\ Bengal' ‘have * clearly
shown that the leadership

of the State PSP is again

‘pursuing a policy which to
say the least is suicidal. Tt
is ‘out.to disrupt Left unity
in the by-election to the

- West Bengal Assembly from .

the Bagnan constituency in
Howrah District. "~
This important ~by-election

" .to be held on January 25, has

been caused by the resignation

. of Sri Amal Ganguly, Wwho.

was elected ingthe general

" election as a Communist Party. -

_candidate. Abbut six months

" ago he was expelled from the

Party for anti-Party activities,
.And since the Party was of
‘the opinion that 8ri Ganguly
had forfeited the confidence
. of the electorate by advocating
a policy which was totally op-’
posed to what it had voted
for, it asked him to give up
his seat to afford an opportu-
. nity to the electorate fo reite-
rate its faith in the policy of
the Party. ' Sri Ganguly re-
signed. - | : ’ -oE

The Communist . Party has

" get up Comrade Bibhuti Ghose
-as. its candidate in the bye-
- election, . - !

’The. quward Bloc 1s als :

' contesting the seat and the
. West Bengal PSP leadership:
has come out in support of

* the F. B. candidate. ©

" 'On the eve of the last gehé-
ral - elections, the five main
Left parties in this State, the-

- CPIL, PSP, F.B;; RSP and Marx- .

. mg F. B. had formed the Left-
ist Alliance -on.the basis of a
common programme to replace

‘a Government- of Democratic

~* Unity. -Sedts were distributed
.among these parties, and they

jointly ‘campaigned for each
other’s candidates. .

'After the general election,
. 'a hye-election had taken -
place in Talkata as &
result of the unseating of

- N AR

citing the findings of ‘the -
“international - experts” in

They, :therefore, suggest
fixing the outlay &t & lower
expansion.. of the ~publc.
which the Second . -
Plan had aimed ab

. To defeat .this sinister
alliance of the local and;

ces of n have to .
ceaselessly campaign  to
keep .up people’s faith ir
Socialism. They have at the
same time to strive hard to
concretely. study s their
country’s - economy — and

of the Second Plan to be
better able to prepare &

" blue-print for the countrys—

‘progress which might really
take it nearer _1ts,cherlshed_
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the
I victorious in the struggle, it
would be the- “deathknell to:" -
-democracy in India”. )
advice was “not to have any _
- truck with the Communists™

@ FROM J. B. HOITBA ’

the PSP member by the =
" Election Tribanal. The Com- |

munist Party did not con-|
test the seat, firsf, because

'it would have meant disrup - -
tion of the democratic front - -

. against the . Congress and,
secondly,. becausé~the seat
was held by the PSP, -

But the' PSP does not seem o

to have any such respect for.

agreements. At its meeting.on

ecember . 21, the Executive.
Committee of the West Bengal.
PSP ‘adopted a resolution, de-
claring that “the ‘Communist:

Party has no right to set up. -~ -

its’candidate in this (Bagnan)
by-election; :* it has forfeited

_its claim to support from:the .- °

Left parties.” C

According to 'the PSP .-

. leaders, - the: Communist
_Party -has no right to set up .
its candidate in a seat that
" legitimately ‘belongs to if;
but the PSP leadership has

" every right to divide, the '

..Left forces and betray the
great trust imposed on it by’
the- electorate which ' voted

© in. the general election for a.
Leftist Alliancet .~ . ~

Shift To '

Right = =0

‘The PSP I8aders foriet that

party’s gains in the elections

‘were far greater than what it:
“achieved single- -

could have
handed.

.. 1n ihe post-election.period,  ®

the PSP -leadership partici-

patediin several-united move-
ments. ‘One reason was its fear: -
- of isolation from the people:
it the party kept away from. , -

these strugegles.

But,. it ‘became evident . -
about six months ago that the: -

PSP -leadership’s - policy had’

" been unidergoing a shift to-the -
‘Right, . - - o

Asoka Mehta came down to ©
.Calcutta ~ to address a PSP .

workers’ convention. He said!

" that "an ideological’ fight was:-

going on in Calcutta and Bom-.

" bay. If the intelligentsta Went: ---. .

over to the Communists or if!
Communists came out

His

and that the PSP in West
Bengal should “econsolidate. -
and build its own base!”

Shortly after this meeting,
- the PSP leadership com-
mittéd the first act of be- -

traydl in September last,

when it broke away from

the united food movement —., .~

even before a single: demand
had been conceded by the

[

it is because they joined .the: - -
Leftist . Alliance -that the -

B wag R

»

>

.

.Government. Not only that. == -

It attempted to start a sepa-~ -
rate food movement, wkich
' ended in total fiasco.. -

Now, - three months later; - -

. the PSP leadership has gone
a step further in Bagnan. .
Only the ~ Congress camp is-
happy.over its role in the bye- _
election—they . now consider
that they have “bright chan-.
ces”: of- victory and that Left
. unity will soon crack up, -

£
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dent on cexlmgs on urban

urban areas, or failing that, -
.incomes is just to- sidetraé‘k :

_to incite the better-off pea- -

sants against . ceiling by

.- -making them feel that there

was discrimination- in fav-
our of the city population.
Though the AICC Sub-

Committee did not succumb
-to their blandishment,
.the latter brought sufficient
“pressure on the Sub-Commit-

still

‘tee to have the following in-
corporated in its report: -
‘“The Sub-Committee felt

- that the question ‘of social
Justice is Indivisible and must

guide our actions in all sphe-
res of the country’s life and
economy without distinction

‘of urban and rural areas. The

Committee, - therefore, - felt
that this question of social
justice will have to be con-

- sidered in respect .of- urban
‘incomes also.” :

Exploiting’
Weaknesses ‘

" No doubt the opponents of
land reform are cleverly utili--

sing the Congress weakness
for trading and moneyed in-

. terests. Notwithstanding all

_tribution of land.

talk of Socialism, little has
been done to .attack. the big -
incomes of the moneyed mag-
nates.

- Steps against wide dlsparlty
of incomes in urban areas,
including control ‘of profits,

“must.no doubt be taken even

now. But it Is- thoroughly

—
—

the question.

The mid-December meeting
of the Working Committee
endorsed the Sub-Committee's
recommendations for imme-

diate ceiling and cooperative .

farming on land. released
through enforcement of ceil-
ings. But the reactionaries
were not resting. Already they
had started canvassing for
their viewpoint and they suc-
ceeded in roping in more than
a hundred M. Ps. ‘A memo-
Tandum signed by one hun-
dred and eight members of
Parliament was submitted to
Sri Nehru . demanding post-
ponement of ceilings. Promi-
nent persons like Prof. Ranga.
-and Dasappa are among its
signatories, . :

. They plead that as a matter
of social justice, the’ proposal
for ceilings .should not be
limited to landed property:as
it amounts to discrimination
against .our peasant proprie-
tors. Ceilings, the memoran-
dum says, should not be uni-
laterally imposed on the agri- -
cultural sector bug it should
be  enforced .simultaneously
with the imposition of similar
ceilings at least on Govern-
ment employees or profession-
al- employees or any  other
urban class of people. - The
landed Interests direct speci-
fic attention’ to the salary-
earning upper middle class
perhaps with a view to fright-

irrelevant to mention them in:. _ening them. .

‘connection with = the urgent -

demand for cellings and dis-

. ‘The latter _are directed
against land monopoly which
hampers food production and

,l.mposes hunger and famine

on' the ‘people. It is the most
urgent, immediate and legiti-
mate step that must be taken
even in a mixed economy
which can dispense with feu-
dal land relations and the
consequences = following™~from

" them. It cannot be made de-

pendent on the former in the
name of equallty of treat—

" ment.

- It is not sunply a matter
of social justice but of re-
leasing the forces of produc-
tion from antiquated pro-
perty relations and enabling
the masses to hurl their full
productive power on land.
To argne that ceilings on

: PANDIT Sundarlal, Pre-

sident of the All-India
Peace Council and member
- of -the Bureau of the World

‘the Press:

been published under the
-caption ‘All-India - Peace
Council to be wound up'in
a certain section of the
_Press.. It appears in the
Hindustan Times of Janu-
ary.1, 1959, on the ‘front
‘page. -

“We wish to make it
clear that the entire news-
item is a fabrication and
absolutely without . any

The All-India. Peace Coun-
cil has been trying to serve
.the canse of peace im its
.own humble way for the
last eight years,.. and has
‘absolutely no -inteution of
winding itself up. Its mem-
bership is open to all peo-
ple of all political - parties

land should be made depen-~ |

Peace Council, has issued .
-the following ‘statement to

“An item of news . has

foundation or “justification. -

irrespective of their politi-

They glibly talk of “discri-
.minating against our peasant
proprietors,” . What type of
peasant proprietor have they -
in mind? There are millions
of poor peasant proprietors
who have hardly any land be-
cause. the bigger proprietors
have monopolised a substan-
tial part of it. Not to impose
ceilings is to discriminate
against the mass of peasantry
‘—but they do not mind that.
They care only for the Inter-
ests of the big landlords and
they are opposed even to the
high' ceiling limit proposed by
the Planning Commission. -

Strength Inside
Congress

But the fact that this op-.

position to ceilings and these
hypocritical arguments
should be . echoed by not

me

PEACE ‘COUNCIL DENIES
A REPORT

cal, economic or other ideo-
logies, provided they believe
in. the avoidance of war
and-the establishment of
peace between nations. Far
from winding up, the Coun-
cil is intensifying its acti- .
vities particularly in regard
‘to the banning of nuclear
weapons, ending of nuclear
tests and general disarma-
ment in the interest of
peace.

“In’ the news-item above
referred to, something has
been said also about the ¥
intentions and doings of the
Communist Party of India.
Sri Romesh Chandra, who
is Gensral Secretary of the
All-India  Peace Council
and is also a member; of
the Central Executive Com-
‘mittee of the CPI, has in-
formed the Council autho-
ritatively that the news-
item so far as it concerns
the Communist Party of
India is absolutely false and
'scandalous ‘and has not an
_iota of truth in it.”

less than a hundred mem-
bers of Parliament-from the
‘Congress Party bears wit-.
" ness to the strength of land-
ed interests inside the Con-
gress. . Many ‘more would
have liked to associate with
these hundred but perhaps
they .have kept away only
out of a sense of caution.:

These elements have power- -

ful support inside and out-
side the Congress. Even Sri
Dhebar seems to be placat-
ing them.

When Sri Dhebar summa-

-rises the recommendations of.

the AICC Sub-Committee in
‘his Presidential .Address, he
‘refrains’ from - making any
mention of ceilings, = though
the committee had categori-
cally recommended ceilings
on existing holdings. When he
- does mention: ceilings, he has
the following prevaricating
statement to make:

“The question of appllcatlon
of ceilings . and coOoperative

‘joint-farming are problems

which require to be explained
‘fosthe masses. ... These stéps
‘caniot be taken In:isolation
from ideological .considera-
tions. They can only be g part
of a process. That. process, in
the context in which we are.
thinking, cannot.be restricted
to an area or to a sector or to
a section of the people. The
efforts and sacrifice, both have -
to be universal if the aim of
Indan society is not a section-
al but integrated. develop-
‘ment.of the whole commun-
ity. They must set a.pattern-
for the country’s economy In
other flelds as well.” .

Rally Of
Powerful Forces

This hardly constitutes a -

support to the demand for
ceilings. It this verbose state-

ment means a.nythlng, itisa -

vague acceptance’ of the plea
that there should be simul-
taneous ceilings on urban In-
comes and land le., it post-
pones ceilings to the day when
the country can impose cell-
ings on-urban incomes.
Powerful forces from out-
side the Congress are rallying
themselves to the side of
landed reaction. The voice of
Big Business,
Times, writes in. its editorial
of January 6: “Currently, the
Congress is also being urged
to prove its Socialism by push-
.ing" through land reforms. .
the interesting- ‘part of thls
observation was - that Mr.
Nehru admitted that a rigid

" limitation of incomes would

kill incentives and develop-
ment....- the sensible thing

.‘will be to give up.the ceilings

notion altogether, not to hark
back to the grosser fallacy of
the discredited and discarded
acreage formula” Then the
paper pays a tribute to Nehru
" for “his reasoned rejection of
the plea for the limitation of
all inecomes.”

And now " listen  to tho
voice of British capital. “The
-most objectionable of the re-
commendations is that " for
fixing cellings on existing land
holdings. To place a limit on
efficient farming in this way
is to abandon for good the

policy of self-sufficiency in .

food production.... It will
also inevitably lead to ceilings

_on urban incomes which will
. mean-the end in this country
- of economic development by

democratic means. In every

. sense of the term, it is a re-

trowressive conicept and would
prove a dizastrous step to
take.” (Capital, December 18,
1958)

The landed mterests have_
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. Grotewohl of the German Democratic Républic (GDR)

wlll be welcomed. by all who stand for peace and improve-
ment of relatlons between countries. While there-has been
a considerable development of trade and cultural exchanges,
it is unfortunate that diplomatic relations have not yet

been established between our
Democratic Republic. .

. The recognition of -the German Democratic Republ.lc

has become an urgent- step for

Wwhich is.long overdue, which Is just and in accordance with

lnternatlonal law.

The coming dlscusslons between Government leaders
of India and the German Democratic Republic must help

towards putting out the fames

the Western Powers round-the Berlin issue and toward.s
ensuring a peaceful solution of the German question.

The first step towards this end should be the dlplomatic
recognition by India of thé German Democratic Republic.
It is regrettable that Prime Minister Nehru at his Jast Press
Conference in New Delhi should have again stated that he

_had no intention of recognising the GDR.

By recognising the GDR, our. country would be giving
a lead which would be of immense value for the cause of
world peace. In view of the.fact that we already recognise

the German Federal Republic,

German Democratic Republic would. be in conformity with
our policy- of peaceful coexistence and would puf an end
to a serious.blindspot in this policy.

Exchange of diplomatic represéntatives would undoubt-
edly also help in the development of trade relations and
technical cooperation which can be of considerable assisg-
ance to our country in the development of its economy.

GERMAN
REPUR LIC

O‘I'I‘O

country and the German

world peace. It is a step -

which are being fanned by

such a recognition of the

The question of Germany has become of prime concern
for the peace of the world. India can and must make 8
decisive contribution to its solution. - .

IH%’(-*1-**’(-**’(-’(-’(**d-***d-*****d-’(***** *d-’(***’(%’(-’(**&

.made. a correct psychologi-
cal approach. They have de-
manded a ceiling on urban
Incomes; .  and Indian and.
foreign capitalists have run
to their rescue fearing that
- their turn will come next.
Thus against. the eeilings
are today ranged not only
the richer landed interests,
- but Big Business and British
interests as well.
It is this.powerful combina-
tion aided by more than a

-hundred members of Parlia-

ment that is ranged . against®
redistribution of land, against
releasing our agriculture from
the evil of land concentration.
This combination;. supported
by certain top leaders of the
Congress, will definitely put
up a fight injithe Nagpur ses-
sion and attempt to delay the
passage of any resolution on .,
land reform and ceilings. It .
may not succeed for the time
being. But the point is how .
far Nehru can hope to enact -
legislation for land reform
with all this gentry remaln
ing in the Congress. -

The -Working Committes
session at Nagpur has re-en-

_ dorsed’ the AICC ' Sub-Com-

miftee resolution. Nehru: has
agaln reiterated that they had
decided on imposing. cellings
on land and ceilings on urban
income should not be con-
fused. But- the doughty hun-’
dred have given ‘notice of a..
non-official resolution to tor-
pedo the land poucy resolu-
tion.

Big Busmess

Oﬂ'enswe

Blg Buslnem has also step-
ped up its propaganda offen-
sive or the Coneress in view«
of the impending _decision -
regardine the Third Flve-Year
Plan. The growing strength
of the public sector is disliked
by the topmost sections of the
big: bourzeoisie. In particular,
some. of thém dislike the at-'
tempt to build steel and oll-
industry with the help of the
USSR  and other Soclalist

countrles. The tremendouﬂ

advance registered by China

seems to have made  them
panicky. .The .anhouncemens
of State trading in foodgrains

has produced violent reactions’

in their ranks.
But. above all they are em-
boldened by . the economis

difficulties of the country and -

by the large. support thas
private. enterprise\ secures in
foreign financial circles to
make arrogant claims on the
Government and 'people and
behave as- if they own the
country. .

" The World Bank anon,

it is known, -has strongly

arged sgainst any further

extension of the State seg-,

tor. It has expressed itself
against any big economic
effort through ithe Third
Plan. All these demauds are

being re-echoedw by the big -

capitalists who" are now em-
boldened to talk as defen-
ders of ° democracy and
have siarted to redefine So-
cialism to suit:their selfish
" profiteering interests. .

.Srl.A. D. Shroff, the most

blatant  advocate ! of private
enterprise, himself, a capitalish
and a vituperatlve eritic of
the Nehrn Goternment and
the moving spirit! behind the
Forum of Free ! Enterprise,
writing in Capital Annual Re-
View, sald, : \
: “Comprehensive planning
can succeed under two cBhdi-
tions. First, democratic insti-
tutions should be thrown
overboard and - every -citizen
must be considered as-a soul-

less unit in the hiuge machine .

_of the State. Secondly, the
iplanners themselves must "bg
;omnisclent. .
ing public sector, forces of
“Parliamentary democracy may
remain, but the ireal demo-
cracy Which consists in the
“supreme. rule of law will dis-
appear. The fate of the nation
and that of countless millions
will depend on a handful of
individuals - who ‘control the
State—the obvious result will

* SEE PAGE 13
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.With the grow- - -and the Indian

Nearly three mll]lon is the attendance record at

ﬂSovret films shown. to Indian audiences by.the Indo- -
Soviet ‘Cultural Society during the last two years. A -

lcarefully Kept record of the attendance at each of.the
3,680 shows of 16 mm films shown in 1957 and 1958
. totals up to 20,25,900. -And an. additional -7 47 000

T HESE ﬁgures are’ mdlga-

tive of the widespread -Committee;.
-cultural’ and Dr. T. K. Dayalu, -newly-

activity to promote -
understanding® between ~our
_-people and our great neigh-
bours across the Himalayas,

" attended the 740 shows of 35 mm-. films.

on behalf " of the . Receptlon

elected Vice-Presidents of the
.Society, who presided-over the
two sessions; ‘and Ravi Baka-

which is today being carried - ya, the energetic Conference

out- by the Indo-Soviet Cul-

" tural Society.

Secretary, who conducted the
entire proceedings’in a man-

Nearly sixty branches spread- -‘ner which won the approba-

over' almost ~ every State in
‘the country,-are carrying out
-a variety of activities: showing
. of -exhibitions on Soviet life
. (among the larger-exhibitions-
were those on “Forty Years of
. the . Soviet Cinema”, “Higher.
Education”, “Consumers Co-
_operatives” and “The Interest
.of Soviet- People in Indian
Culture”); publishing and dis-

tributing an excellent quar--

terly Journal running a pen-
‘friendship section (there ‘are.

already 1,350 Indian members ‘

and. half as- many -Soviet);
excha.nglng delegations; - ar-
ranglng symposia . on topics of
interest and celebrating the
anniversaries of great men of
culture. of ‘the two countries;
organising Russian language
classes and study groups.
. After two years of hectic
' ‘activity, which had drawn
-Into the actnal membership

of the branches ; well over .

ten thousand - people, the
Society held its fourth Na-
tional Conference at Ban-
’ galore on December 25 and
26. The seventy-four dele-

'

tion of all.
At each of these open sés-
sions, some of the best among

.Gangalore arfistes. performed-
Dances, folk and classical, ins-

trumental and vocal music—
all combined to make the- oc-
caston memorable.

1f the- open sessions v/ere v

vivid . demonstrations - of
Indian - Soviet fnendshnp,

. the delegates’ sessions were

proof of the widespread

mass _interest. which. has

been . awakened among-all
sections of our people m the

Soviet Union.

The National Council of the
Society presented a report on
its work which rightly pointed
out.- the rapid development
which ‘had taken ' place in
Indo-Soviet- . relations. The
same fact was underlined in
several of thé speeches made
at the Conference and parti-

cularly by the President, Dr.

Baliga -himself at a special
function arranged-in-his hon-
our after the Conference. °

Delegates spoke of the tre-

gales who attended—many ‘mendous  desire . among all.

‘of them “veterans” -of the

sections of the people to know.

Society, its _active workers facts about ‘the progress being
since its birth in 1942—were made in the Soviet Union. The-

unanimous that this was the = Pin-drop. silénce in which the

most successful of the nati-

onal conferences held so far."

“This success was apparent
not only in the. number of de-
legates covering branches in
.several States or in the packed
audlences which attéended the
open sessions of the Confer-

“"ence on both days, but above

all in the carefully conducted

discussions on.the present and.,

future work of the Society—
which brought the most valu-
able results -

. The Conference started with.”
a handicap under which ano-
ther conference - mlght well -

collapsed - completely.

The" Conference President Dr.

A. V. Baliga
way, is the life ‘and soul of
the" Society) and. the chief
guests of the = Conference, a
fraternal delegation: from the
Soviet Union—were held .up
in Moscow dile to bad weather

~and could arrive in Bangalore
‘only after the Conference was

over. | -

The dlsappointment was
acute but the Conference had
to proceed without - them.

Thanks to the splendid work

of the Bangalore Branch and
the Reception Committee and
also the painstaking. labours
-of the workers of the Central |

- Office, the Conference went

ahead according to its plan-
ned schedule.

The City Town Hall taste-
fully /decorated. with flowers
-and Soviet~
flags,  was the venue of .the
Conference. The crowded in-
augural and closing open ses-

sions | were ‘addressed among :

,others by the Mayor of Ban-
galore who: welcomed the de-

lega'tes Minister-Connsellor

. ‘Tajibaev and First Secrefary

V. S.Moskalev of ‘the Soviet -
. -Embassy; Sri M. A. H. Siddiqui
- P Lo .

. JANUARY-11, 1859 -
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(who, in every -

o

entlre audience heard Minis-

riendshi

Sri' Rajni- Patel’

-ing all sorts’ “of questions in

. Union aud,

.than ever,

ter-Counsellor Tajlbaev give
detailed facts about the new

Soviet Seven-Year Plan . was

only one more” proof of this

_interest in the life of our So-

viet brothers.

One delegate rose in the
middle of the discussion on
the reports and said ‘he want-
ed all the material available
-on “Soviet astronomy”! And
the ‘Conference Secretary was

. quick to.inform the delegates.

"that the interest was mutual
—the ISCUS office was receiv-

.

letters from ' Soviet citizens,

"including requests for corres-

.pondence course in Yoga! -
The . discussion revealed
that there: was a partlcu-
larly great demand for in-
formation ; on Indo-Soviet,
technical and economic co-

operation (steel, oil, machi- =y ;¢ Cultural Relations So-

. ne-building, drugs, ete.) and
also increasing interest in
the  miraculous  scientific
achievemeuts of the Soviet

_of .course, in
Indo-Soviet cooperation in
the international arena ge-
nerally on urgent issunes of
peace and independence.
The National Council report

correctly stated = that

misinformation . about the
USSR has collapsed finally
and- completely.” The lifting

.of this ‘iron curtain’ has led~

to an insatiable thirst for the

study of the life and activi-
‘ties, the culture of the Soviet

people, the meaning of Indo-
Soviet collaboration " ‘for our
own people. : And- the Indo-

 Soviet Cultural  Society must -

move rapidly, working harder
to satisfy  this.
thirst to the best of lts capa-
cities. . . :

Delegates were not at all-’
self-satisfied with their achie- -
vements. And they took deci-

sions to_expand the -work ‘of -

_ “the .
‘iron curtain’ of ignorance and -

. comed Indo-Soviet

_;-mws n g
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the socxety in- every posslble
way, to increase its member-

. ship both- .in the existing -

branches . and through the
formation of new branches’in
a . planned - and. systematic
. manner: to make ‘the execu-
tive bodies of the .branches
and the State and . National
organisations more represen-
tative: by : the - inclusion of
Jleading, personalltles in all
. fields ‘of life,
the cultural field; to increase
the circulation of the Society’s
journal, Iscus Quarterly;  to
‘make a special effort to supply
more ‘and more . materials
about_India to the -Soviet-

ciety in Moscow. :

There was a genera! fecling -

among “the delegates of the

*.necessity to expand the acti-
vities of the Branches-in the -

“direction of educational work,
giving information through
: symposia and seminars, on the
various fields of Soviet deve-
lopmer:¢ and of Indo-Sovlet
cogperation. |
- A special resolution’ wel-
-eoopera-
tion in the economie, techni-
cal,” cuttural ‘and other fieids

and called for the develop-.

ment "~ of _this. ¢ooperation,
which “plays an important

role in’ the technical and eco-"

nomic * development ° of -our
country and because it streng-
thens . peaceful relations bet-:
ween States.” -
. Arnother resolutxon ap-
:pealed to those Umversmes
which have ‘not yet done so
to make provision for the
. teaching 'of . the Rnssian
language. .
A new Natlonal Council of

particularly in .

mly

ISCUS NATIONAL
CONFERENCE LOOKS AHEAD :

nearly a, hundred . members. -
and the oﬁice-bearers for. the -

next two years headed- once

again by Dr. A. V. Baliga as .

President, were elected at the
end of the Conference. -, .
As they .began to leave for'

their homés, delegates discus- -
sed "among’ themselves plans: .
for the work which they had
undertaken at the Conference

—new, intensified work, taking

into account, as 6ne delegate”

NEW OFFICE-BEARERS

President: Dr. A. v, Baliga’
‘Vice-Presidents: Smt. Ra-

Gen. 'S..S. Sokhey, Dr.
Suniti Kumar Chatterjee,
Dr. T. K. Dayalu'aud Sri
Rajni Patel'-

,General Secretary: Sn P.R.
Tongaonkar .

‘Sectretaries: Sri Al M. Shj-:
rali
Slngh

| Treasurer: Sri . G. Puthni |-

‘said, “the fact that Indo-So- -

viet: cooperation is now a na-

" tional necessity, which is re- .
cognised as such by the over- - .~

whelming ma]onty of our-
people.” -

More films, more exhlbxtlons,' ’
more, sympoxsa and seminars,

more _contact and excha.nge in
every field, more delegatlons

going and coming, more ‘mem- -
bers -and , more "branches—
every delegate was.conscious-

of the need. for somethmg like
a “Leap Forward” in activity
to cope with the demand be-

ing made.on it by the rapid . . .
growth ’ ot Indo-Sovlet rela- -

tions

CHENA’S LEAP ROUSING

“THE achievements of
the People’s Republic

‘of China are unpreceden-

ted. They are not miracles, . -
they are facts, And we have
a great deal .to, learn from
them.” Nearly every speak-
er stressed this at the sym-
) postum on “The Leap For-
ward in China’s Agricul-
- ture and . Small-scale In-
‘dustries” held at Vijaya-

. wada on December 29.

The symposium was held ‘
in - connéction with the
National

Executive .of the India-
- China Friendship Associa-’

tion. Sri M. Govinda Reddy, .
presided . and’. the

. speakers included Sri. K. G.

. 'Wodayar, M.P., Sri. N. Pra-

sada- Rao. (General Secre- -

- tary of the All-India Kisan
Sri Krishna Rao,

leader of And-.

hra) and Sri Sesadri Sastri
- of .Vijayawada.  The- key
.- paper was a brilliant analy-

'sis prepared. and sent by

the noted economist Dr.

" ‘meeting of ‘the

MP.,

Sabha),
(Bhoodan

‘Gyan Chand
‘The

ports from State ‘Branches:
.the ‘Leap Forward’ has in-

- ‘teresteéd India’s millions oi -

* China as nothing else ever

‘did.’’ The demands on the
... Association to ‘provide edu-

cational materials on de-

“intense intemt-
.- shown in -the speeches was, |
". ‘only another proof of .the

fact recorded in at the re-

velopment in various fields
in China are far beyond
‘the present capacity of the
orgamsatlon.
‘The same - interest ~in
China was shown by the
‘peasants of two villages
some sixteen to ' twenty
-~ miles away from ' Vijaya-
wada, where the Panchayat
.Boards held magnificent
receptions for the members .
of the National Executive,
where men and women list-
-ented -in’ their hundreds at-
tentively. and anxiously to
every speech made. -~

We. heard’ story after
story of peasants writing to ..
newspaper - offices — hun-
dreds—demanding details
of the production methods
of the Chinese peasants. We
had a. ghmpse .of the new
interest in China by the
reports from : Gu.iarat that

nearly 7,000 subscribers had-
been~enrolled - for . China .
Pictorial alone—truly a
“Leap Forward” in Indian
desire to know about our
-neighbounrs.

- With = this backgronnd,
the National Executive of
the ICFA took a number of
- important decisions. o

First and foremost is the’
.decision’ to begin . prepara-

‘up to organise festivals,
 film shows,

-honour of the Panch Shila
. anniversary in June; to in-

- fields; ‘to appeal for funids

'seminars giving the people

" ments.

GREAT INTEREST | ?HE'RE
—ICFA Executlve Plans For !959

tions from uo_w on lor na-
tionwide celebrations on the
occasion of the Tenth An-
niversary of the birth of
the Chinese People’s Re- .
public (October 1959.) Spe-
cial committees will be set

exhibitions,
seminars and other actlvl-
ties.” . -

" The Executlve has also
decided to start publication
of a quarterly jourmal—
the first issue to be out in

tensify cultural: ‘exchanges,
of ~study delegations of
creative workers in various-

for a memonal library for
Dr. Kotnis and Dr: Atal.

And above all, to organise
all over ‘the country, edu-
cational  -exhibitions - and

the information they want
about: Chinese develop-

The Execntive adopted a
special resolution “reaffirm-
ing its faith that the seat~

. ing of the People's Republic
. of China -in its .rightful
place in the U, N. will very
largely - contribute to -the .
resolvmg of mternatlonal

teusion,
the way of
' peace.”
disappointment that “some
of the big Powers should"~ -
have obstinately opposed” -
the Indian resclution fer - -
the
Chma in the U. N, the Exe-
cutive reiterated - the de--
~ mand., - ¢

The Execntive called for
the complete withdrawal of
all U. S. forces = from the
Taiwan waters -and. areas,
putting an end to their un-~
warranted. ‘interference in
‘violation of the U.N. Char-
ter, “in the.matter of Tai-
wan- " and the. off-shore
island being restored to the
People’s R.epnblrc of Clnna »

A well-attended - public
meeting on = December 30
rounded off the Executive
meeting.
Nandi, General - Secretary

“of the National Committee,
.and Sri P. V. Raghavaiah,
Geueral Secretary
‘Andhra’ Pradesh Branch. of
the ICFA, gave a report of

which stands in
) establishing =
Expressing its deep '

seatlng of People’s -

Sri Dwnjendra.

of the

the Committee’s decisions:
and the audience was en-
tertamed to -an
programme of, dance, Buira .
Katha, Kolattam and other
item or Andhra’s culture, ",

excellent
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" river for others. So, let us
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THAT an event of pro-

- found historical impor-
tance' has taken place in.
China is clear from the
‘violent outburst of. hostile
comment and the stunned
silence of those who should
have. evaluated these new
happenings. ‘The Chinese
themselves are too busy
with the exhilarating work
of a second revolutionary.
advance within ten years;
the powerful swimmer en-
g:?ge% in breasting the flood
need not pause to chart the

analyse the situation -for
ourselves. :

1. THE BASIC FACTS:

"These are -unquestioned. The

Commine consists of a merger
of many individual coopera-
tives, The area crosses several
former county (hsien) -boun-
garies, according to the nature
of the terrain.  Twenty thou-
.sand,or more people might be
members of a single Commune.

- "The production is not special-
- ised, but on the contrary. €ov-
ers - cereal-producing , fields, -

cotton - plantations, o_rchar;is;
0!

engage in: direct industrial
activity such as producing iron
and steel, building their own
kydel  stations, manufacture
of  ceramics, cloth, etc.

. *Children’s creches, hospitals,
schools, even Inew types of
work-and-learn colleges, . are
-managed by the Commune€s

' . themselves. Food is served. in

communal canteens .as both

ty ‘and quality than ever ‘be-_

fore. The Commune may vate
to - supply- labour for" short
periods to construetion pro=
jects, industries, or mines.out-

+ . .side their area, quite " apart

“ from . workers speqiany depu-.
“ted for such training. Overall

PROF. D. D. KOSAMBI WRITES ON e

takes ovef such of their
~functions as are still neces-
" -sary, and deals directly with
" the higher State-organs. .
Thatis, - certain small but
nevertheless important parts
of the State machinery have
vanished altogether. To. that
extent, the State mechanism
has begun to wither ‘away. .
Control over people has been:
replaced by the peoples’ con-
" trol-over things. :
Though predicted by Marx
and 'Engels, this-is the first
known example of the kind in
actual practice. Neither in'the

" other - People’s 'Democracies,
nor 'in ‘bourgeois democracies,

nor in the countries that have
recently “achieved their inde-

“pendence has the State machi- . duction,

nery ever been reduced to an
:extent that counts. On the
-contrary, .the mechanism of

‘administration and of 'viol‘ence

. It might be argued: that this
is due to the hostile environ-
ment, the eternal threat of

war, For China, the environ-. -

ment is not less hostile than
. for any other. country, with

. fully equipped enemy bases in .

Japan, Korea and Taiwan, not-

to speak of the trade embargo -

and economic blockade. Yet
the Chinese people have been

" the-first to take this great step -

2. THE INITIATIVE: The
.. change was.not planned from
above, nor ditected from the
top. This is proved by the fact
that, even now, there is mo
fixed model for a Commune,
no iron-clad rules or.constitu-

" peasant cooperatives ' thems= -

selves, and were .initially op-
posed. by local and. provincial
Communist Party. secretaries.

- The reasons, for such oppo-

sition lie -presumably in the -

1956 events in Hungary and
Poland, where the collectivisa-

-tion drive had to be moderat-

ed at least for the present. For
that matter, even so compe-

tent an organiser as Khrush-

chov had to_abandon the ear-
lier agro-gorod schemies in the
USSR, as they proved unpro-
ductive. The Chinese, ,.Wwho

.have -a much more powerful .

peasantry with long-ingrained
habits of - thought naturally
took heed, and wanted to en-
courage more individual pro-
larger private plots,
‘more privately-owned live-
stock, and such incentives.

It was the peasantry that

* protested, insisting that the

less. Then the cattle could

be pastured on the hillside

1and, all bottom-land rofat-.
ed between cereals.” Cash
crops and. long-term invest-
ments such as orchards and
timber  would be possible

geographically - large,  and
" the immediate food problem
- 'solvable for the entire unit.

. 'The  dispute _went to the .

high command and -then the

Communist ‘Party showed real ‘

leadership.” The cooperatives
that wanted to form Com-

munes were told to go ahead,
" given such loans and technical’

only when the unit was’

¥ In this'article, Prof. |
¥ ates the People’s Communes -in China and
i expresses incidentally ,hig views on a number
X : il .
;3

of questions.
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so as to.be able to spread the :
knowledge to others. This role
of activation can be fulfilled
only by an alert and sound
party; this is the precise
meaning of Communist Party
leadership here. But all details
had- to be worked out by the
first - Communes for .thgm-'
selves. E o

It might be noted that this
development would make non--
sense of the usual bureaucra-
tic. planning from  above,
which was the only known
planning hitherto and which
seems riecessary even now for
large-scale industrial enter-
prises. The national income
would be computed from sta-

back for- capital formation,
the ratio between consumer .
and industrial goods, agricul-
ture and urban industry, ete.
Then . the' plan would g£o

through the political and ad-

ministrative mill (committees
and Ministries) to be divided
into components and so fulfill-
ed (or not) by the masses.
- BRere, the masses are plan-
ing much more efficiently

gun to question everythingin
‘ the.books on an . experi-
mental basis. When it was
‘“scientifically proved” that
- -2 certain crop had such and
such a maximum yield, the
- peasants -tried to better it,
“and generally succeeded, in

.cedented ' ‘coercive

‘way to Socialism, i
they would avoid certain er-:

" nological field. This is the
- .only way of bringing science.
and. technology to life. = -

3. REGIMENTATION : We

now considér the most serlous
- reproach,

that 'the .Chinese
achievements imply an unpre-
organisation, strengthening' of

‘dictatorship and'use -of force

over the: citizens. The.whole
world is in some unspecified

danger from China. The U.S. :
‘State Department and - Press

are quite naturally upset, for -
all calculations about the.time

‘it would take. to industrialise .

China have . been well - and
truly washed out. Buf Presi-

‘- dent. Tito has also joimed-in.
the-outery, and this has to-be . :

examined - even; though ‘he

‘himself enjoys the rank and

trappings of a marshal, with

.. the powers of a dictator. *

The Yugoslavs feel certain
that-they too -are well on the.
but that

rors of the USSR in their pro-
gress. They may well claim- to

Hungary and Poland. As near- -

1y as'I understand, the situa- -

tion, their land has been re-

divided.  Landlords are not*a ..

problem. The dominant land-
ownership is by middie pea-
‘sants. ‘No. collectivisation will
be introduced till the Party
judges that the .time -is ripe.
“for it. ‘We need: not discuss
the reprodch that- this means
‘surrender to the kulaks; that .

would not:have been forth-
‘comiing if the ‘State Depart-
ment believed that Yugoslavia’
were really -headed for social-
ism. The Yugoslavs:have every
right to go their own way; to

choose both goal and means..

“After _suffering ten years o} impris nt, indignitics
i yer - imprisonment, indignities tr
. i and tortures in Pakistani jails, Siraj-,u%in has o sy

round such questidns:

returned to - What is your rank? What sec-

- is motherland.. It was some time in September-October - tion of intelligence do you be-

1 1947, that he a Kashmiri youthof 19, had left Bomb

i . 3., - - 2 B N
Rawalpindi. via Karachi to feachfhis home in Sngz&g:z ;‘i);-
(never reached his destination. After a unigue and incredi-

grey

' bly her

Delhi.

B N ‘ N o « ’
" HE Pakistan authorities ' _ Returning
charged him of being 'an
“Indian

‘“enemy agent”, -an

oic struggle, which. has turned him prematur
ald, shrivelled up and shrunken, - Siraj Din
‘back in Bombay on November 18 last.

\narrated his Pakistan -experiences to th

a Kashmiri who' stood for Ka- ' station on January 16, 1948,

shmir’s accession to India, con- *
‘ the -only correct -
course. Through all torture and
suffering he stood firm. To all
appeals to religion he turned a
. deaf ear. Lure of wealth and

sidered it

security failed to buy him.

Born in a middle-class Kash-
miri family of handicraftsmen
as ;the youngest of his father’s
third and last wife, he was or-

phaned at an early age: He was

ber, of times through Punjab
and the North West Frontier
Province. When ‘a son was born
to his adopted father, Siraj Din
) rgttimed.to his original family
and, faced. bardships. -
'Soon he was drawn into the
Quit Kashmir movement of
1948, Search- of livelihood took
him to Bombay where he lived
among -his compatriots, Pprac-
tising his = traditional handi--

Independence, partition, coni-‘
- munal riots. and. uncertainty
over Kashmir found him  im-
pelled to return home to be
among his. people.” Reaching
Rawalpindi. he_found that the
m’bg]s’ attack on Kashmir had
sbegun. There was looting and -

ed and identified. For -
months in - this’ period,

whole mountain-sides , , T . .
pasturage. Even beypntg_ ttllllis S S i ‘ . 1d decid have avoided - (for whattgver ﬁdopted by ‘a neighbour who = o o
purely. agrarian variety, tne . .- Gendily increas- | correct answer wasmoreand tistics, experts would decide reasons  .and by  whatever had no son and with his adopt- - Q)

p Commune may ' (and does) :Islgi,n bﬁff ea?éosggst agd weight. | larger-scale cooperation, not - how much- should be ploughed  methods) - the ' upheavals of _ed father he travelled a num- g

s

ing taken to and kept in the

tion on January 8, 1849. He had -

been » told that orders had been

.received for his repatriation to

India. - S :
He was kept'in an under-

- ground cell, absolutely dark,.

with no opening. No food, no
water, no mattress  was given

On_Jenuary 2 he
e Press .in New

) - from ﬂiere, Sira
Din _was betrayed by a Paki- _
stani spy who had seen him with _ a regular spy sent by the Indian

spy”; he asserted he was an | the Faqir of Ipi vernm thin, )
.~ Indian national, a Bharati and | arresteg at thepl’r:g e s e o asd nothing to

Jailed Again

long” to? Whom all ‘have' you

contacts -and accomplices here?
W_here and what arms have you
hidden here? Where is your

* Yransmitter? Which of our in-

‘formations have you passed on
to the Indian . Government?
Who is your immediate officer

." from whom you receive your

instructions? .| .
They. were convinced he was

railway " .tell them and they got nothing
.- out' of him. - v E =
Thenfstarte_d-the long :night-
mare of Pakistani police and kept hi -
their British officers trying o onk ttar b Foped o
extort: confessions out of him. efforts in th )

p i ouf im. { _the Lahore i
He t‘ovi; _ke%;;: pghce remand’ they send him t: vas;g
up to May and‘taken from Central Jai ]
place to place to be interrogat- ned udes Secianss to

'For. almost 16 months they

only after having failed in their

be detained under Section 3 of

fo;r the Frontier Safety Act. Initial-
as he
says, ye' was honoured by be- months, the detention being ex-

ly'he was detained for three

tended later by six months. He
Released,
In October 1949, he moved

a’ writ petition before the.
Judicial Court at Peshawar

met in_Pakistan; who are your’

- ties 'to aceept his demands.

.ner were deniéd .to him. He
.had’ no course except to stake
his life to. put sense into the

h.wds’ of the Pakistani authori-
ties to recognise and respect his

rights as an Indian national and

to repatriate him and ‘in the -

.meantime to’ give him a secu-

rity prisoner’s.treatment in jail.
In April 1955 he launched.
on a fast unto death to secure

acceptance of his demands.

2

| Por twenty-one days he suf- 'an order to ‘furpish a

tition for habeas corpus = was
accepted by the Chief - Justice -

of the West Pakistan High Court = .

and Siraj was released from
Jail three days later, The first
thing he did was to” dpproach
on October 13, the Indian De-

. - puty High Commissioner at La-'
 hore with all his papers . and- .-

with the request that arrange- -
ments be made:for his .imme--
‘diate repatriation to his' own |

- country,

. Here  the -usual red-tape -
‘and suspicion came in the -
way and while  he made -
-rounds of the Deputy . High
Commission, . he.waes  again
arrested on February 1, 1957.
. Despite the fact that the Po-
. kistan C.ID. constantly 'sha- -
- dowed him.and made it im-
possible for anyome to give
him shelter even out of sheer
human  considerations, they

.. would mot ' allow” him to

remain at liberty. He was too . -
The police served him with -

4

e : -
wils -
@ by ZIAUL HA@ °

Secu-

- husband and wife work. The P cperts. | ivia- : ; notori :
» : ] ? . As Yugoslavia - survives only by craft. B i notorious - . Paki i i i
_ iaeals are free or at anominal ' towards the real Jbeginning Communist than could any experts o ald . alland sun- t. By the time of the R.IN. us ' Pakistani - forture "was kept in solitary confinem ored. He reached ; ; : :
. gost, and far better in quanti- of human history. \ Lead hi a result” of the Hundred ::iakmg 9(';d t‘fln::m‘u'aél' ;nddsm::s » Mutmy he had come in conta'pf chambgr of Lahore Fort. . and given ‘C’ class t‘;.;atm‘te_l"- t iere:ii. He react the verge Anty of ‘Rs. ‘5,000, -a- per-. -
: o ' Leadersiip Flowers Policy, they have be- dry; ‘and that. U.S. handou with progressives. B He was taken here by decep-’ . .0f death and everyone- des- ~sonal bond of Rs. 5,000 and-’

~paired of his life. The doctor - report to the police station twice * -
declared one night that the a week, He* flatly . "refused

.. detenu.would die ‘before noon to agcept the first condition not
- - next ‘moraing. Only then did only because hé could furnish ~

the tyrants relent and send o no such’ security: But -also be-

telegram to. the jail authori-

cause_he was not  a Pakistani
and ‘hence the question could

For six months after, - he not arise. Prosecution was Ian- -

K mployment - is so full that  ijon ‘The most economic size advice as they-felt necessary. a A L y wate riowis o ; . . : A Ak
§ :hege wf; now a shortage of “a‘,‘id organisation for a Com- - Communist Party cadres join-..  some  cases doubling the ‘The Heal _ disorder in Rawalpindi too, for o the first twenty-four hours. ,'f,'f,‘f,l’; s,w‘c"’e that the petition fhemamde ined in hospital and even ched against him but he had
i ‘personnel. The people eon- myne yet remains to be deter- ed I the work—not tg 1g,i\‘r;e ,f;"f’:ax“:l‘l’m." Vglth :ﬁ-m Difference - the fibesmen would spare no- Thel:x somebody threw -in @  legsed him ::'at,te 1;2;5,“:,;:& )hadni‘i:v::%:lgéen;t;:;a t‘t,g s a?atx; mngh' begﬁsed e
: ‘ directiVes frem above but to- : ‘after all, is the’ re: ULy . - . body. Moreover, thi packet of  cigarettes, h- . : e s Or the generous - ol the ’s iptervention.
- Moreover, thirty per cent ttes, a match- . the fingl hegring was to be. help of fellow political prison- .. Appearing . before - Justice

cerned °are supplied by the

. "Commune and their earnings

added -to the Commune’s
. funds- The Communes.’ are

~highly solvent.

" mined. In faet, the most relia-.
The.

_“ble reports go' further.
first move came from ‘the

‘learn

the new methods of
production and reorganisation

"of theory.and practice, - in

' The -real difference lies- in

the political as well as tech- * h o5 gititude that collective

production. in' agriculture’ will
be introduced :if and - when.
necessary. The Chinese pea-

sants have developed to such -

of Pindi’s population being
Kashmiri- the Pakistan police
started rounding up National

_ Conference supporters,

-sage ‘to Srinagar - blocked

box and a packet of biscuits.
‘At nightfall a man came, ex-
pressed great - sympathy owver
his- suffering and said" he .too
was a Kashmiri, He said he
would do all to help him. Then

held the next day. On his re-
lease, the Deputy Commis-

sioner,” Nawabzada Sher ‘Af-
‘zal Khan told Siraj Din that.

- orders for his vepatriation o -2llowance and the security pri-
soner’s treatment, -

- India had been received and

Siraj started getting his due

ers,;the patriots- of Pakistan'- S. M. Rahman,” the Pagkistan
who have again been thrust in Times, of March 4, 1958 report- .
jail by the military ' regime. = ed, “The petitioner submitted... -
that he had met the
High-Commissioper for

Deputy
India

2 - Staggering . . loped . ] oud ¢ ; :
) . - > : . . d R . But and the' latter ha
! ‘ . an extent that they did- not started his'own one-man cam- Siral Din .was taken out from y i : 2 ot e @ latter had. refused fo .
Achievments" walt_for any ane fo “intro- paign against  the Cumning. the cell and pushed into another  goc. boee would take him to ﬁg;‘;t,g‘;z ould hot release or  grant him a.certificate to g0 fo°
duce” any new forms. After: - ham-organised attack on his Yoom, wkere he fourid a  wo-< im across. _him. writ peti- India on the 'ground that the

e e A e L
R N i . "

' The sudden leap ahead in
production is not to be de-

nied. Even those newspaper- -

" men abroad who live by dis-
-counting such statistics are

flummoxed.  That this is a -

- permanent .gain, not due
. just td a chance year of good_
" weather and suitable rain-
fall.is also clear. Thus, the
economic foundations and
the producfive advantages

of the Commune are proved

beyond any doubt. The Chi-

" nese themselves have found <

their own~ achievements

“staggering. None less than ~
Chen Yi, Foreign Minister

. and Vice-Premier, had to go
. and see the results with his
own. eyes in an area where
he had himself cultivated a
plot or twe as a stripling, to

appreciate the -fact that -

- there. is no overstatement..

. Far more significant than
the productive achievements
are those in the administra-
tive field: The local adminis-

tration was simply abolish- = :

ed, and the personnel .ab-

land
.they formed mutual aid teams,
then came the first coopera-
tives, with = bitter struggle
against poverty and lack of
resources, but without fear of
landlords or officials. The next
.step was apportioning profit

by work-days.  And by 1957,

even - before the Cominunes,
many . cooperatives had gone
to the extent' of pooling -all
earnings,  from every source.
‘Egch family would be allotted
.a fair amount for its needs,
by common consent. The rest

- went into the cooperative’s

-dev\elo}pment capital. )

No State or Party directive
. was needed - to
this, nor to introduce the new
forms now . demanded and

worked- out by the peasantry. :

In- classical Marxist theory,

‘the peasant .is' generally: re- .~
- garded as an:incurably -reac-
tionary member. of the. petty- -

bourgeoisie, In China, he has
-.shown himself the equal of the
worker " in assuming - an ad-
+ .vanced . position.,. This shows

reform and . redivision, |

beloved Kashmir. He could

o spéak Pushtu well as a result -

of his travels in those areas
with his adopted father.: He
went among the tribals, took
every possible opporturity of .
- telling them that the raid

‘“introduce”"

- sympathy and . understanding

whichk they had been incited
to undertake was very- far
from being a holy war.

. Byvhis enterprise and daring
e managed to reach even the

- . Fagir:.of Ipi who was the head
of the Waziris'and whose name .

was unjustly linked up by Pa-.
kistani propaganda - with . the
raid on Kashmir, He told Ipi of
the British - imperialist game
behind the aggression on Ka- '
shmir, their game of eliminat-

" ing by one stroke the independ--

ence-‘lpving, « fighting tribes-
men, of striking at Tridian in-
dependence, of grabbing Ka-
shmir ‘and €ventually destroy-

© ing Afghanistan’s independence,
too.

. Pakistan he said, was only the
o0ld wine of imperialist domifa-

“blows. -

man-—painted up and giggling; -
She-was a harlot. He threat-
ened to kill her and she shouted
for help. Only then ‘was he
taken back to his cell. A

Torture §m

Lahore Fort

Then tortures followed. It -

was wintet.. Torture with .

.-ing of his writ petition had

Meanwhile, the D eputy
Din to. stay witk him, which

20, thé date of the final hear-

tions for habeas corpus conti-

.- Commissioner asked * Siraj -Dued to come before the High = further subiiitted that he was’

. Court. Besides the infructuous 'mot.a citizen of ‘Pakistin -and

he agreed to. When October ©0€, he had filed ten such-peti- being a' Muslim not acceptable
_tions.. AUl met, with' rejection. .to India. He submiitted that he-

Thrice he appesled for special should be permitted to change

petitioper was a Muslim. He -

passed .and ‘the petition had - 1€&ve to appeal to the Supreme his religion and adopt the name

been declared infructuous, the:

Court. Two of thizse applications 'of “Sri Ram” or the - Govern-

prisoner having been releas-

| - ed, the police again -arrested

him right outside the Deputy
Commissioner’s house. :
This time, besides detention

~cold water; hung head down under the Frontier -Safety Act

for 24 hours; by smoke. -of his arrest was

~-dry chillies
tnder his nose; electric tor-.

‘additionally

“being burned unde® Section 109 Cr. P.C. too.

For . thé next six years, he

ture twice, Beating was com-: continued to be in detention i
mon—all sorts and on all! the various central jails of the

- spots, on all oécasions, some-, NWFP. Several detention laws

times with great fanfare and ' failed and were declared invali
PP s 3 N B T3 ) g d -
preparation, sometimes sud- . by the courts. Yet he continued

denly, - ivithout "~ warning.

to be detained. After every such-

Son‘zetlime_.;ithﬁy_ would form . failure, his detention would be:-
~a circle and he awould be in . proved to be illegal and.yet his ' to pester them wi it peti
the middle, ‘then -pass him | habeas corpus applications con- ot | o e ok pet-
ke .a football or,a volleyball, .tinued to.be rejected. His appli-
Kicking him gnd giving kim. cations to the Indian High Com-

' missioner would not - be for-

14 wi Worst of all the tortures was warded. He d
tion in a new bottle. He found . not . -allowing "him  to ' slgep, " happened topgen:z‘lr{;:g gfl:lt:iif-

.sometimes for 48. hours - at a . tions he addressed to the UN. .

‘were reported to have been
lost and the third one was re-.
jected. T :
: I EE
Even The
- Judges
One of ‘the’ Jearned _Judges
. ‘hearing a habeas corpus.rebuk-

‘ed’ him for his ingratitude to. Prevailed in the Indian High = " @«

the Pakistan Government which

instead of ‘ordering him to be. . Peneirate and he could make no .- -
headway till he came upon a
sympathetic officer there.

- hanged had allowed him to livé
though in jail and he. was_so .
ungrateful -that he'. continited

Britishers too, . some of %he

learned judges also would ap-
peal to him in the name of Is- -

lam to fransfer his allegiance -

ment (of Pakistan) be directed
‘to hang him’”, . - . -
- The authorities withdrew the:

" first two conditions ~but main-
tained the last one—reporting to -

‘the police twice a week.

* Siraj Din's struggle’ .to get .-
" "back home, he discovered, had *

'9nly §tar1;ed. ‘The indifference,
inefficiency and red-tape - .that -

Commission took months to

' ‘When military dictatorship

: _‘was imposed on Pakistan on -
tions! Besides the police af-"" October 7,  Siraj Din . found
cers,  among whom “Were, same .

_ that remaining out of jail,
even under constant police
surveillance was  impossible’
for him. He decided that the
only place in Pakistan terri-
tory where he could ‘remain

S
4

to Paklhstzan ‘by accepting Paki-~ -
-stani citizenship. He would - . ;
scorn- and contemipt’ over &?ut - Pakistan police was the Act- . -

sorbed within the Commune *
——not necessarily as admin-’
istrators. This covers police,
0 revenue officials, courts and
R judges, etc. The Commune

* .+ the'- fundamental -correctness
- of . Mao fl‘sg-tung’s thesis last
et ¥ SEEPAGE 11

. fof his viewpoint in the Fagir  stretch. He found it the ' most. | Human Rights issi '
of Ipt. Th? Fﬂfiir .Subsequently. }diﬂ%ult to “endure._ Even the: : All tms-ﬂnecfénéélﬁﬁéa to Patcioimn oty s of the
::;d t1:;,11:1d_btxtllsl_dxs';'cnbutee‘l ameng  doctor said he, would die if it ibe kept in solitary confinement advances. . - . ..y ing High Commissioner'’s re-
‘ abz T t;s el 1;11g them the truth was not stopped. . in ‘C elass, Even the rights and _ Fianiny it was on October 9. | Sidence and he took nimsetf ©
tbout the, “jehad” in Kashmir. * ' Intérrogation in the Fort cen-: allowances‘as a security priso- ' 1956, that his twelfth writ pe~ - . .. ' xSEE PAGE 10
v " v jariowances TIS0-. 1995, Pe- -. *SEI 2 10

. .JANUARY. 11, 1059 ! AN o _
ARY. 11, .+ .. - 'NEW AGE. e
e ‘ . NEW AGE. . - "PAGE SEVEN

Commiiné smembers it Yiisha County, Kirin Province, attend a -performance presented by’
¢ Commune’s art group in the new'club-house.( ca

PAGE SIX : R NEW AGE JANUARY11, '15_;‘5‘9
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4 . S B, - " What are the conclusions that emerge from this study X

S T S i of the situation in Jamshedpur before thie strike of May

S . E P : “ 1958 by the foreign economic scholar, Mr. Morris David *
: . .ONE, the trouble in Jamshedpur did not begin with the

*

S etz

2

UR:

1

When the great Jamshedpur strike took place output but also the moderni- the other at the beginning of ‘the Works to an upward re- - did it come under the serious éone of the tnderlying couses | cause it was not.prepared to clection of Kedar Das to the Bihar Assembly on the Com-
‘ '1957. (Neither of these in- vislon’' ' : scrutiny of the ~workforce. of resentment against him.’ ' concede the demands of the- munist ticket. o : L : :

TWO, there was growing discontent among ‘the work-

‘minQ);it union  -on their shedpur and the strike of y
Y . . ] Wi
rise in dearness allowance and linking it with ‘the cost of

it obviously recognised that are the works employees, while fused to be seduced by them. . A Lea der
. : .Michael John is not looked

*
*
| .- - . < R -  place o iion of existing facilities. K -4
) in May last?. the Tatas calle’(,l it “the Communist b‘f’ The Two-Million-Ton pro-. creases, however, were to rank. ~ “Trouble brewed ail through . “This fact is. important bg-  “Mr. John . has not been 'workers as put forward by . x
o for power m_Jamshedpur - Comm t conspl- . gramme will permit the pro- as part of substantive.pay fof 1956 and culminated in the caase it isievidemce™ that identified as possessing a per-.  the fighting leadership of €IS against the. TataMichael John agreement of '1956. -4
o racy to capture the “Ruhr Valley of India” and auction of 2 doubled output any purposes.)’ 1, . strike of 3,000 low-level muni=  although' the Tata Workers sistent, energetic and driving  the JMU, because if there is _Tensions had become 50 pervasive’ that Mr. Morris was ex- X
‘| thus lay the basis for the coﬁquest' of the counh'y’s with substantially fewer work-, “The main worker-oriented cipal employees in May 1957. - Uhion has presented a pub- ambition to defend his work- - one thing of which the Tatal - pecting major trouble during the last half'of 1957. . X%
- St - ol i e $ ers. (An American technician. provision was the Company- During the whole. period of lic impression of power and ers at every turn. ' are afraid .it is a militant THREE, the much-boosted Tata-John agreement would ¥
o . .. -| economy: . . - - . associated with the Kaiser statement that it.was pre- agitation the.(Tata Workers) - vitality, it has-never success- - “Perhaps it is beca -+ uni i ve i . i P Fenchm ile: ¥
, , R ! i “Perhap: pecause he -~ union of the workers. in have increased workload, led to retrenchment, while promis- *
e HE Communists and associated with the Bengali- - organisation privately estima- pared to offer, in recognition Union refused. to take up the fully established those basic had dissipated -his . energies. Jamshedpur. That is why es of W e-increases etc,, were completel ";ague : o
e T the Jamshedpur M Bihari controversy, it is more ted that the Company could of the increased labour pro- -issue, and the May 1957 strike  forms of organisation that He 1is President - of . thirty - the Tatas have refused to vage-1nors ; were completely vague. - . *
|7, the Jamsne pur Maz= = hat support for the achieve this doubled produc- Quetivity and the larger pro- was in fact a rebel attack on  give to effective unions in (some say-Sixty) unions. Per-  recognise the JMU despite 1, FOUR, the. leader. of the Tata Workers' Tojop bad'x - -
joor Union (JMU) agreed ~8¥. 0 o upport fof th tion with perhaps 7000 fewer fits resulting from the plant e Jomn's . fallure to - the West the reality of de-- haps I Yo setiing too old to its proved .suppert -among - Vecom discredited in the eyes of the workors and it was x
there was a conspiraey—' gyqirial issues.” (Emphasis: workers than are now em- . expansion  programime, an satisfy the Town workers’ mocratic participation no ,make. the fight; -or perhaps the majority of the workers. the Tatas who were Bolstering up his leadership.. .- I
- but it was-a_conspiracy. of Sdded) ; ployed to produce one miltion ~appreciable upward revision grievance. _ . ‘matter. how = authoritarian he has seen the needs of the = After this-study of the situ-. .- These conclusions bear out in essentials the starid point % .
- " the Tatas to deny the work-_ iy, Morris gives a back- "0 of steel) - °"( ih the wages and emoluments ~  *While the Communists the. leadership” Company In the broader.con-  ation, Mr. Morris comes to of ‘the Jamshedpur Mazdoor Union. What was (his stand X
s . . .ers their legitimate rights, - ground pict ich pro. “While the Company has of the Works emiployees. (1956 made every effort to take over o ~ . . text of the Five-Year Plans the comclusion: . point? - - S - X
: “ %o impose a discredited  ves that the erisis in Jam- stated _frequently - that no’ Agreement. Clause 24) (Work- this strike, the Town worker P m".t of - and recognispd the workforce = o The demands. of “the Jamshedpur steel works, -as *
workers would lose their jobs, : €rIs who work in the steel mills leaders at ‘this time still re- ortrait " will have to.make sacrifices. Ll _ embodied in their “strike fotice, included those for X -
: Doub_le - pevision . of wage-stracture, interim increase in wages, . % ‘
:
*
*
*
*
* .
* -

_-heads, a conspiracy to smash, May+12 were the result of 2 ¢ rationalisation of the“ those empl : :
EARS, < Lo S N pnhpme ) ployed:for other work The Strike re_mained a purely - - . -
Fhe untlog tvﬁhrlgha;sa%{l rﬁt ::énlfdzo%vggci‘“:;?%%;f labour force on the monumen- - in the Steel City are termed intra-union issue provoked by T S . * upen as a powerful leader, Drama . C living index, reinstatement of victimised workers’ and re--
: . presen € er 1 foug pany and the INTUC anion tal scale required would be by the author as Town work- & clear and probably correct Ahd- about. the leader, Mr. - mor has he. been able to: : - . . . cognition of the Jamshedpur Mazdoor Union.— . -
P ]tor their demands. - P failed to satisfy, de- accompanied by many diffi- ers, since the twon is owned _feeling that if Town wages' Michael John himself, Mr. - build a formal orzanisation «Since  the - beginning of Mr. Morris’s study proves there was discontent ‘among
: | The standpoint of the JMU mands which in p,i’nciple culties. It was with this in by the Tatas—editor) .©. . were no longer 1o be linked to Morris writes: . - - .-~ to overcome {he limits.of his 1956, there has been a double the workers précisely on these issues. The JMU was, there-
) . in many essential points was were right and just. It is ‘mind that the path-breaking : o those of Works employees, - “The _present leader, Mr. personality. The lower the drams working -itself ‘out. On  fore, fully ju stfied in raising these demands. The Tata
o e ently upheld' by the most e a5 the Tatas say, that agreement between TISCO Va' e they would inevitably be link- John, has 2 long and honour- level of workers one speaks . the surface there were the charge that the JMU was raising jrresponsible demands I .
S \nexpected - quarter: fore- the JMU taking a dva:ntage ;m: g;;;‘lag fgsogkers’ Union . g“ S - E :g to mu::icipz;lf wa.géeis_1 ar'lt?und . abl:i' recox‘d‘i::)lf1 int}mate a\éxsp- . - with, the stronger and more formal and elegantly satisfac- stands exposed. L : : . X
[ o “egonomic -historian in- of “all the disgruntled ele- a e s . . e country.’ so, the Town ciation- - W. amshedptr. - pervasive is the feeling that tory relations betiween Union’ : g : o3 : od . copie ¥
| i oo nitorian T, oL o, S o o i, the et Promises oo v fore o st ade gnions, soE, b8 o Sompany e oy o haen Ton @ T i e It B s Son o £
o) “cen economic chan- ms] » p . i , ) O e : e ) jonal - the stfike when he was - o e Company.”” face ' there was the growing : o orrel : ; Tk
E :g%i’:’r,l' ‘?:o:ur{)fe:cg?pieg with :tm{:er :fe ?xlx)xl:arrantedeanz ?nifﬁt;‘;lt;ﬁﬁith?ké’rég?gm b “l.lowgf;’l ﬁthm i w;e}:e mlénlilcipal ‘tvl:iie Javesrhaegg to .a foreman of the Tinplate f;“gllﬂe 1;10 top-level company - diseontent amrecognised by zl::let‘;azragzdignga;gv%ﬁkt:;hgég? talf:te etl::l';'ta?aes“:veei: -3
Lol rel tions' ro- - alisti ma - on o e as asic q cations in- this' ca ch up wi e Jam: pur Company.... ’ . - offic! willing -to admit either group. - A L ; Py : ek
igtgf;:} labour relations pro- . g;fethft;% r‘::) s ';‘fls’pict‘:;g{ e She 1056  Agreement, ~ guarabtee. Apart from the . average z O Despite his years of service  John's failure, his inability to _ “The failure of the Town ;f;‘;fl‘“gth‘: ;e:;g:a;gemlg{g;e:gge :e‘jo"!“?"g-“f_’l;"‘;'g_ X
M. Morris, David Morris is  labour claims  dbstantially 7O what evidence there is, - fact that non-Works (Town) = - " io the cause of the Jamshed- ~ control the workforce beetooe - workers’ rebellion in May 1957 Tata Svorkers’ Union as the sole bargaining a ent so as to X
- . i no special £ S end of the Com- Higher than those put for it seems clear that the terms- - employees were not includ- - Tension - . pur workers, by the beginning clear soon aftér the 1956 to force Michael John o re- - gepy the JMU th 'right'toe mmi‘“kefs,g omands dnd :
. © ' munists or the Jamshedpur ward by the INTUC u nion.” of the Agreement did not. ed, the pr9posed increases - . ' . of 1957 Mr. John had become Agreement was signed. There cognise that the Agreement -;an:es e me e _rel-) ~ P . an
: Mazdoor Union. In fact, ‘his : g reflect the urgent. issues &s had to wait on the comple- Spreads‘ R widely - suspect among the were innumerable grievances . was’ thoroughly disagreeable fs’" 1eES. i o o : "
- long article in the Economic - - o seen by the ‘workforce at the ; tion of the Company's plant - . workforce. Although he has that. were ostensibly settled . Dot only to them but in vari- This, again, in its essentials. i tpheld. by Mr. Morris's _
I ' Weekly, Bombay (November 1, Workers’ . time. : , #,. and,...the job . evaluation | - : refused to take a salary from between John (or his subordl- ous. ways to. almost every * study. C . o . :
% | 1958) shows that he has plenty D. tent . ‘Moreover the contract” programime, that. was to be .. “While trouble.on the Town the Union, he drives a Mer- ‘nates) *‘and  the - Company. group of the workforce set the The Tata case that it was the JMU which created trouble’
7 | of prejudices against the 1sconten R was not even the result of undertaken. (1956 Agree- side developed. quickly, tension cedes-Benz which became the ~However, when- the workers = stage for the Communists; On. ahd was responsible for sabotage of national steel production
L | Communists. .H &7 takes  for R . - the Union’s initiative, or an _ment, Clause 24). _in_ the Works took somewhat ' cause of much comment. The refused to acept a settlement, this. | widespread and funda- thus falls like a-house of cards. The guilty are the Tatas
$ . ‘granted quite Some of the’ Mr. Morris provides a differ- effort to get a-solution to «In fact, the promise of longer to appear. But froi ;desirg for a large_elegant car’ Mr. John would in effect shrug mental disaffection the Com- 2nd the Bihar Congress Ministers who behaved as Tata
H (- 3 ent background. : these problems. As I have substantial wage. - increases . October 1956; as the impact'of- “ isa human:instinetiin the mo- his shoulders and tell ~the munists could work with great employees and.the central Government which refused " to
: . . . . . R —r—alT . R T i intervene despite again and again being informed of the

: ﬁﬁg%ﬁfm“tmﬁ&e;“‘m «There is no doubt that a
with. “gratitude tor. the Com- considerable element of dis-
.. " panyshospitality to scholarly content was associated with
i : . endeavour.” : ~ the Tariff Commission ruling
i : B that increase . in the pay of

TR v I _ - situation. ; _ o _

, Guilty are they also for what has happened since—the.
calling out of the army. to parade Jemshedpur streets:to
terrorise the workers, the police firing that killed two .and
injured many, the ‘arrests of all the Union leaders and mik-

_ <}E,u»n:tuﬂuxh&_u&tu&&ﬁuﬁﬂu
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oo e e e production. WOrk- B U UR ST oy R VS Iy M g | s e asnching of eaminey e S i on
o a y A s . . N . . . o R - . o . - < N
o grasted ' pocucton, werl- O REIGN SCHOLARS STUDY BEARS OUT JAMSHEDPUR MAZDOOR UNION’S fhom_shont 3 (o o e TISCO:

wholly partisan. In his ana- sidered as costs for purposes :

| o g;i:t'o:etll:gsmatl:dz)hz:oxiei; "of determining the retention - - . ‘ . B CpamEn B HER o PR A o AV - » NN - KA
. : . STAND IN ITS ESSENTIALS, GIVES THE LIE TO TATAS' CHARGE “™""""7707

price of Tata steel. ‘ »
mernoites ‘are in some ‘ways . tion scheme as new . -units

S ~  prejudices and - draws con- T, - ' dingly Shor la ot wag re
. E o i~ clusions—which ~bear out ot efishfgdsgﬁgggofhcﬁizﬁ- : ' |
S what the JMU had said.. exist - C o ts the i v ague ew programme bes ] oy that |  pave angitvness » |
) S " Mr. Morris was in Jamshed- tantial pumber -of Workers  gsuggested, one géts ‘the im-  was completely vague &s. to the new programme begal to dern _world. Nor should it Company that it would have effectiveness. : exceedingly short andtg;ave to. des1:e_into _ig ation and ‘mo-
msh amount and date of informa- be felt, more and more inci- necessarily deprive him of the to proceed on its own course *There aze always minor be“gegugrgg Zuesno'n of how been mim;:zg‘siesa:ofurlgqg:;‘;

pur a year before. the May ' who were employed by TISCO *  pression that the ‘whole idea
strike and lying in a hospital on a casual basis fof Many - of a comprehensive contract . tion. '‘They would not come
. years and who sought “to be  griginated with the Com- pefore the new plant had been  dep

dents took place in production loyalty of his-membership. ‘of riegotiations with the ag- _grievances arising in any large . : ]
and by ~the  ‘John L. wis, President of ~ grie : Y indu - “good the ‘company has been to intervals to ease the transl- -~
artments, y Jo! Le Presi of " griered workers and find a industrial enterprise. Unfor- 500 workers generally but  tion. The tot o ost would D :

~ there. he had occasion to see L
" and hear.. a few. things for included in the permanent . pany as a device to resolve in operation - for some time, beginning of 1957 they were the United: Mine Workers .of solution acceptable to them. - nately, the grievance proce- ] .
_himself. <~ e .gs workforce in order to obtain the critical problems- asso- ‘certainly not before 1960 and . common opcurrences. ~America, has certainly not Becepra dure s;;ende'd :gi be dilai;gry in What the Company has done bably .have been Do greater
“What did he see? What did - the many benefits involved in  ciated with the Two-Million- probably not until 1061. In ~ “While long-service. tempo® " lost the support. of his mem- . SERTEI TR many cases. When the Cor- for them recently. - - © 'than that ultimately envisag-
‘hie hear? What are his’ con- ' thgt.Stat“SJ s Ton programme.” = . teturn for the ad hoc wage rary workers, seeing the lab- bers because he lives on & Company'’s L munists appeared on the scene. © «p’ second fact is that red by the Company. . -~ . _
But the main  source of  This is the background ~“increases of 1956 and 1957 and- e saving character of the salary and at a standard of PBohaviour : ' In June 1957 they not only at- ~ werkers are fundamentally In terms of strengthening
q y that of the € a“oul' R . tacked the 1956 Agreement hut interested in® improvements- glé:tgm&:;" };1(:)“1,121171: g::;dbet;: R

clusions? He sets these out in ; : > { :

his Economic Weekly article tension on which the Com- picture that Mr. Morris draws. the promise of the future wage programme, recognised that luxury rivalling 1 . i
froi which we are  quoting munists’ have_been - able t0- \What about the 1056 Agree- revision, the Union agreed - they now had no.hope of ever coalowners, with whom he ° - ; © | they also appled the tactic of that enhance the pay pac- e ©
extensively on these pages. work arises from the Com- ment itself—an agreement  that ‘there should be no fur- being made permanent and deals.  To ;the_contrary, his . “Ner apparently did he trY  girect action to various minor ket. Ambitious work-partici- _Union to that inflexible Agree=':
. _ . . pany's remarkable programme - hich had been lauded to the ther demands for. increases in became increasingly disturbed, ~members ih some way take % mend his deteriorating po-  grievances. In many cases, the - pation schemes and elegant ;‘;‘;}‘s%a‘jtg’;;“’dt},‘ a’;:;e?agl °arf,

O gy e e PO . .of expansion of capacity from  skies when It was signed? Did wages or emoluments (includ-. permanent employees, being considerable pleasure in this cition, Witness his inability t2- tactic succeeded, ~and their -social . welfare programimes )
- Beginning Of- L one to two million tons. _ it offer - anything to remove ing gratuities),> during the . shifted \ito hew or removated materialistic manifestation of recogmse that something had  gyceess produced strength. - with similar intent are frills annual _reopening of  the
The Troubl ' One of the main objectives the discontent of the workers? intervening three - or -four - Jabour-saving process, protes- the faot that their leader is to bedone to placate the TOWD  «when the (Tata Workers'»  that have little if any mean- . Agreement to negotldte pro-,
_The 1roubie - of the expansion programime. s o, years(1956 Agreement, Clause- ted. It is interesting that the ‘mo slouch’ and can meet the WOTKers. Nevertheless, the ypion finally recognised the ing to the workforce at this jected wage changes along
: S was to secure a rational de- v 33). Nor was there any provi- Drotests from the permanent opposition on its own grourd. _Company persisted in its de-  nreat snd itself attempted to  stage of economic develop- " 11n€S I have suggested. . I 15
The Tata  booklet, “The ployment: of .the labour force, . Truth About : slon in the Agreement for the ~Workers were not. so much . ‘ termination to make the TWU. ¢t more vigorously in griev- . ment. There are, of course, Dossible that there would have
Story of a Strike”, issued on which, for historical reasons, An A ; t T “tuture wage settlement to be directed against .the new - ‘ LU R ‘under Mr. John’s leadership @ * ance matters, ‘the Commun- " many other _axioms that ~been. some tension associated
) July 15, 1958, set the 1958 elec-  Was greatly in excess of re- greement - S rosctive to any fixed date.” labour ~deployment patterns Company's . . successful unlon. " . e reto.In & position to clatm  could be act down, but these . With each year's negotiations.
.~ . tionof Comrade Kedar Das to quirements, -as confirmed by - me T This is the truth about as against the Company's re- “D Jal” o “In - its efforts to. bolster  that they .were responsible for two will sffice for my point - But this in itself -would have. ..
- -=-  the Bihar Assembly _on the independent experts and the -On the contrary. ‘Mr. Morrils the “path-’breéking” ‘agree- fusal, based on the Agreement alal”™ - . : union léadership the Company - the victories.'The quick scram- that, apart from the Town served as'a catharsis, satisfy-
: Communist ticket s the be- Planning Commission (The writes: ‘ - ment. And far from the to establish new rates until - Lo ~ frequently violated the basic pe py Company and Union to worker issue, the critical ing the workers that their .
ginning “of the Jamshedpur Story of.a Strike, pp. 9-10) « . ..the Agreement that = JMU raising irresponsible the - whole Two-Million-Ton «But John L. Lewls, despite  principles of work: discipline, geal cooperatively with scme weakness of the 1956 Agree- leadership - was vigerous and ™ ° o -
i trouble. “This isolated success . «The . new steel plants at - emerged contained & great . gemands, it was' the work- - programme was in effect. the comfort in which he lives went against its own standing of the problems merely rein- ment was the long delayed would have left less room for’ i o
- “ . ...was the signal for a con- Rourkela, Durgapur and: Bhi- many union-oriented provi- . erg’ discontent that began «By mid-year the tensl and his -reputation for sym- orders and often reversed the -goreed the impression of colla~ and extremely vague basic successful Communist agitg- - .- N
‘certed move to establish do- lai are designed to employ sions bub e tively inadequate . go burst out against the 'had beco mg s erv:.sivnstgi pathy to the problems of the  decisions of its foremen IN poration between these two — Wage proposal” - Ston . L - .a
S minaniée over -the labour 'some 7-8,000 production work- worker-oriented clauses. This Agreement: and "the Tata- my own expectsglon - a: tnat employers; has by the vigour disciplinary cases. . groups and thus cost a adi- - he Tata-John Such dre the conclusions L
"+ - movement.” : ers in million-ton-plants, is not to say that workers g0t -~ Workers' Union miserably major trouble would {;f' of his-advocacy preserved the  “The reasons for the Com- fignal worker support - And about a.le :Fia -Jo vl that have been drawn from Sl e
- What is Mr. Morris' finding. while the present TISCO plant, nothing. Far. from it. Bub  failed to stand by the work- the whole o eration gﬁf& reputation that he is fighting -pany’s behaviour ‘are unclear. ( pl:iaﬁlthat Job evaluas on W°md a serious, study of the Jam-, . 0
. : _* on this? He writes: designed during the First while the union get recognl- ~ ers. . e the Tast halfp T, € for his membership. That re- Partly 1§ seeined to arise from Lo ..« ately 1{:“ - wgggez - shedpur crisis. As we said | <
© . .. “The troubles in Jamshed- World War, employs some. tion as sole bargaining agent, : S e ,. ot ...."  putation is sustained not only ‘the fear that the ‘fallure of Adv]ce : _crease, Mr. Morr! ites _-earlier, in most of theessen- - . i
i - . - pur do-not begin with the 30,000 workers: to achieve the ’ the promise of maintenance-’ T . ‘Mr. Morris -substantiated in the annual or -bi-annual _ Mr. John’s leadership would . oo - “The Company should not  tials the standpoint of the =
e : ‘. . election of Kedar -Das fo the same output. This isno reflec- of-membership and dues Town Workers’ - another charge made: by the contract negotiations ‘but in- mean'a less responsible—i.e;, 8 TO Tatas - - . have bound the Union®to.the Jamshedpur Mazdoor Union - [
Lo - pihar-Assembly in 1957: . If tion against TISCO effclency. check-off and effective - con- oven . o . yMU—that the workers had. the day-to-day struggle to. more aggressive—workforce. - | . long interval between the ad “has ‘been. borne out by D
R b © - harmony existed prior to that The plant was-designed in trol of the elaborate para- Hostility . ‘not been consulted about the advance the cause of his mem-  Partly, perhaps, there was the ~ “While discontent and 0c- hoc increases of 1958 and 1957 . these coriclusions. - B
\ Lo .. time -between Company and ‘accord with wage costs and phernalia of the worker-par- R T » Agreement, when he says: - bership: within the terms: of “Company desire to be seen as casional - upheavals by the and the ultimate settlement in vet leaders and workers of N 5
‘According to Mr. Morzs, ... “the (Tata Workers) the agreement. * 2 -progressive employer; and & workforce must be- expected, 1960 ov 1961. While the propo-. the JMU are standing trial In" . v '
I sal was completely rational in Jamshedpur ‘today. If:. the - s

Union and inside the Union, technical necessities- of : that ticipation-in-industry scheme, to :
aThere ‘is Do place .to re- .- Union officers thought of «ynfortunately . ‘Michael’ progressive employer is one there are some steps that can’ ) s
economic terms and entirely - ;Governmernt has any respeet © N

. sone- can legitimately ask why eariler period. the - workforce gains' were. ‘
John -did not gef an Agree- that has a strong union with be taken by, the -Company to

Kedar Das defeated the TWU «Nor ‘were economic condi- . limited ‘and - frustrated by surrect the chronology of dis- the agreement as a magni- d . ‘ :
o (Tata Workers® Union)—spon- tions favourable for a revamp- vagueness. ... . -order. It is sufficlent “to say- - ficent- achievement, not a ment that ‘'was satisfactory, - which it deals.” = eliminate ' certain sources of - consistent with the long-run “for justice and trade-uniom . . .5 - T
. " gored candidate by a thump- ing of ‘the plant before - World - «Workers. got & modest im-’ that the ten thousand Town -weak one. That contract, and he ‘has not been able to .- The reasons are not so nn- tension and the type of viol- .interests of the economy, it democracy, it should withdraw. ER :

de ' ‘ then. The JMU had -ent. outburst that took place Was not reasonable to espect the. .cases agalnst the JMU .. : - o

" ing majority and why a second War . Not until after Inde- provement in gratulty' rules, - workers reacted jmmediately - - signed by Michael John and provide. the impression -of & -clear,
ded housing and hos- and with great hostility to the * V. G Gopal, General Secrc- day-to-day Dpreoccup ation always said that Mr.

. .CPI candidate in Jamshedpur pendente could the Company some ad 4 : alwa John last May...: . that the workers would quietly leaders and workers, Telease
section in Clause 24 that pro- - "tary of the.Union, was not with the ‘needs of his mem-. - and his leadership had lost

"'..;.-u'ii;e Company feels ‘accept the massive readjust- ~ them - and get’ the Tatas to- /. .. - Y
to deal with & unlon ‘ments - of workloads without - recognise the JMU, the.Gov- U
i it does not—cer- --expecting to have their pay ernment should stop vietmis- T ot L]

‘was only narrowly defeated by consider a major reorganisa- ~pital facilities, a reiteration [ _ ‘
-another TWU-sponsored can- tion and the enhancement ‘of of the promise of no retrench- posed that ‘the larger profits ratified, ‘so far -as I cal bers. In . fact, despite the ela- the support of the vast maj- obligated

didate - at the . same time? efficiency. . « ment-and two modest ad hoc  Tesulting from the increased - understand, - either by the borate ' grievance procedure - ority of . the . workers, . and- —or even-

- - . While it is possible that CPI «“The current Two-Million- ~Day increases for the lower-, productivity . in ~ the Works . Union’s -General Executive that has been. established = that the Company -was._im-. tain facts-of life have -to be-- packets “gweetened”. It would Ing Jamshedpur workers on .-
... : strength in Jamshedpur dur- Ton programme not only in- paid employees, one effective -should not entitle’ the Town -  body or by the membership under- the Agreement of 1956 - .posing it on the workers as recognised. T : --have been _possible to have the basis of what the Tatas - -
7 - 'ing the General Elections was volves the doubling of steel at the beginning of 1956 and and other employees - outside at large or that at.no-point its -inefficient functioning i3 the recognised union be- “One fact is that worker applied the Dew job-evalua- _ 83Y. SR Lo e




: UQITA”AN’ C.P. _‘AND THE ' ’ LEAGUE : OF

-~ At the Central Committee meet

‘munist Party of Italy, held from October 15 to 17, 1958,

Comrade Luigi Longo, Deputy General Secretary of

‘the Party, reported on the meetings and contacts of

. - the Italian Cominunists with representatives and lea-
- ders of Parties of other countries. :

PEAKING zibout relations
with the.League 6f Com-

munists of Yugoslavia (LCY),

‘he said : “In recent times, our
relations with the LCY have
‘been rendered difficult owing
to the ideological and political

positions it took at the Con-

gress of Lybyana. ..
 “The ' positions elaborated
by- our  Yugoslav. comrades

strike at the base, the funda--

mental reasons for our :very.
policy.. . o S
., “Even in previous contacts
- with "the Yugoslav comrades
differences between them and
ourselves had come to the fore
on the following problems: the
nature of capitalism, the func-
- tion- of social-democracy at
‘the present moment, and. the
significance. and importance
of what has come to be ecalled
the Socialist camp, )
“It had always semed to us
that on these questions a unity
of viewpoint . 'was lacking
. among the Yugoslav com-
rades. . . L L
“Unfortunately, the League’s -
brogramme demonstrates that
any shift that has been made
on these questions has been a
-shift in the direction opposite
- to.the one we foresaw and
hoped for.”

- Can Yugoslavia

Build Socialism ?

Coming to the question of - -

' the building of Socialism in
- Yugoslavia, Comrade Longo '
stated : - “Is it possible ‘to
build * Socialism in a small
and backward country like

Yugeslavia without the aid
of the other Socialist coun-
tries and outside the system
‘of existing Socialist States,
" which already embraces
one-third of humankind?
“The answer cannot but be
be a negative one. T
_ “In the study made of Yugo-
slav reality in the past years,
we acknowledged that it pos-
sessed  some of the essential’
elements enabling .it to pro-

ing of the Com-

. COMMUNISTS OF YUGOSLAV

8 Socialist industry; the So-
cialist forms of organisation
of the agricultural eéconomy
almost . non-existent; - and
weak in the Socialist, structure
.of the whole economy, owing
to the abzence of . planning
-and central leadership. In
consequence, the technical and
- economic level is low, and ex-
tremely 1ow is the level of the
well-being  of the. toiling
masses. .

“It is clear that Socialism

-cannot live as an idea ‘and

objective alone. Having creat-
ed -the-premises it' must be
realised in facts. And the facts
canngt but be : technical and
.Industrial progress, develop-

A

capitalist countries needs to be
studied, defined and even con-
cretised, ' in the light of the
most recent events. |
“I agree with Comrade
Amendola that the perspec-
tives of the Communist Par-
ties in the Socialist countries:
are clear and precise : the
building ‘of : Socialism; and:
that clear and precise also are
the immediate perspectives of
the Communist Party in the
countries liberated from the:
-colonial yoke or struggling to-
wards this liberation: the con-
quest and consolidation of
national independence.
“However, - this ~ cannot be
said for the perspectives of the

l News from bmfherba"ﬁesﬂ

.ceed on the road to socialism;
“— Social ownership of the
basic means of production;
“—Power in the hands of
the working class; -
—“A party that- looks to
Marxism-Lehinism; .
“But these elements must -
be-used in a consistent and
intense way for the cons-
truction of a Secialist socie-'
ty; otherwise they wear
away and their very survival
.may . he sooner or Iater
threatened . . .
“In-the information we have

‘given about . Yugoslavia we .

have never. failed to stress
that .owing also to the . int-
ernational events affecting
Yugoslavia in the’ last ten
years its Socialist construction:
was still very far" behind.
Behind in the construction of

ment and consolidation of the
Socialist structures, and a rise
in the lving standards of the
masses. [ -
“The policy followed by
~ the Yugoslav. leaders has
certainly not helped to.cre-
ate these facts. Their claim
to be outside™ the  Social-
ist camp cannot .but harm
- the development of a Social- °
ist reality in Yuagoslavia. It
is an jllusion {o believe that
under  these conditions it
can build Socialism selely .
with - American economic
aid....” )
" Going on fo-deal  with .the
question of Communist waork
in - the advanced capitalist
countries, Longo stated :
“To our mind it is a -fact
that the.Communist line of
action in the more advanced

T

Communist  Parties in the
more ~ advanced capitalist
countries.” - .

Dealing with the attacks on
bourgeols democracy and de-
mocratic institutions, hé said:
“What is new in all this is that

. it ‘comes about not only be-

cause of the sway of political
forces traditionally of ' the
Right but also because of the
shift towards this ground of -
forces and groups having de-
mocratic ~ foundations and
traditions.” . .. . . .
He went on ‘to state: “It
has been indicated to Com-
munist Parties that in the

geolsie, it was ap to -them
to take firmly into their
hands-the banner of nation-
al sovereignty and indepen-
dence; the banner of demo-

cratic liberties: In the pre-
sent phase, the struggle for
these liberties can be a reve-
lutionary, struggle, if it is
Jlinked with the struggle for
Socialism, In this way will
be found the necessary link,
‘between the class struggle

:

and the people’s national |

: democratic struggle and the
necessary alliances to broad.-
en and press forward the.
struggle for Socialism,”
“In the. face of this aban-
donment of the defence of the:
bourgeols liberties themselves,
not only by the most reaction..
ary bourgeois groups, but also
by numerous leaders of demo-
cratic orientation and origin,
it should be possible to sub-
tract the masses from their
leaders and bring them .on to
the active terrain of resistance
and struggle for freedom and
democratic institutions.’ -
‘Here arise the problems of - -
strategy and tacties, different’
in each country, according te

* the- form and the degree

reached in this development;

+ but to our mind these are thé : .
_-Problems that must be studied -

and faced by the Communist
and Workers’ - movement in .
Western_countries, so as to be

able to insert themselves in |

the ruling groups of the West- |
ern capltalist countries, taking '
advantage of them to enable .
the. democratic and workers’

- forees to move forward.

“Therefore, what is neces-
sary is a thorough-going study
of the various situations .and
an intense exchange of expe-
riences and lessons, which will
mak? it possible for each Par-
ty to see better its own pers-
pectives of struggle at the pre-
sent moment,  its own tasks
and-the means and forces to

carry them out...”:

~ PRISONER IN. -

'+ struggle. - against-the bour- .

PAKISTAN.
*FROM PAGE 7

bag and baggage to that place.
Oﬂly ‘then Tealis_gﬁon of Ms .
grave situation seems to have
dawned on.our quthorities gnd °

the very difficulties that beset

- to all ;| the

i
i

THOSE

WH

THE TORCH BURNING

© SWAMI KESHWANAND
* (Hindi). Chief Editor:
. pithy Sangaria (Rajasthan.

OMMEMORATION ' vo-
"7 1umes, if one.is allowed
to- be frank, have become
the fashion today and peo-
-ple generally do not take
them seriously. But the vo-
"“Jume- under review, edited -
“by the well-known journal-
jst, Sri Banarsidas Chatur-
“vedi, ‘stands on a different
footing. .. - -
. Outwardly . Swami- Keshwa-
.nand - Abhinandan Granth
commemorates the 74th birth-
day of Swami Keshwanandji,

- who -is‘one of the old guar_d
~of the freedom strugele and is -

at preesnt devoting himself -
4o constructive work. But the
book-. is not-so much - of a
commemoration volume as a
plece of history. The major
-part of the volume, about 400

pages out.of 588, is devoted: -

to the history of the freedom

" _struggle and the life stories of

_our ‘martyrs—those who fell
while - serving the motherland
irrespective of their creed or
party affiliations. - :

‘Homage to martyrs has be-
come a life mission to 8ri
-Banarsidas Chaturvedi. “Keep-
ing ourselves,” he says, “above

" the -discussion of violence and
non-violence, and without
making- "~ any differentiation,
we want to pay our homage
3 martyrs.” . Love
Knows .o caste or creed _a.nd‘
‘Sri Chaturvedi has great love
for the martyrs. That is why
‘while paying. his homage to
‘the martyrs-of the country, he-

:does’ not ‘want -to see if the
- ‘rmen comncerned were Congress-,

China’s. Communes ——

Pt. Banarsidas Chaturvedi.
Publisher : Sri Kumbharam Arya, Gramothan. Vldyg—

. ~one set of persons. Instead .

oy a s h-ki-Dharchar” — bio-
.graphical - sketches .of ~ Raj
Guru, Bhagat- Sing% aptd
. ; Chandra Shekhar Azad writ-
) Price: Rs. 15 . 7.~ ‘ten by Sri-Bhagwandas Mah-
men or terrorists, Socialists or. - ore and Sadashivarao Malka-

ABHINANDAN GRANTH

‘ v »
ts and whether they - pulkar. . .
g:lm‘:in‘iisn violence or-non- Introducing these sketches
violence. - - i .they assert, “People often
o - . complain that politics has ll:;la.. .
]]l;s v O - . come corrupt. They see only .
: tory ‘Or . the - selfishness and struggle
Distortion?: " for power everywhere. An all- -

. : pervading depression appears ,
A history of the freedom -to have overpowered all....
movement is being compiled, - Under these circumstances. ...
. and an effort is being made - -
‘to enlogise the.role of only

of “attempting an- objective
history of the glorious strug-
gle of our people, instead of
making a real and inspiring -
record - of .the "numerous.
sacrifices of young -and old - - <. .
" .who braved death and defied ° GHESTER BOWLES: dis-
the gallows in the seryice of . . tinguished I'ur_nself in
the noble cause, there.is a 1145 35 a “new look”> Am e
conscious effort, n,gt 0;1"'1:2 - rican Ambassador. Now it
mn‘arythe mmovexﬁent, seems he is on a crusade for

" but.to suppress its achieve- 2 ‘“new 1 .

’ments altogether. As if none . foreign policy. peace”

. but those- who died under “jdeas, Peoples and Peace’

* the flag of a particular or-- is the concentrated expression
ganisation deserve honour. ~-of his views on - the cha.nagﬁ
Under these ecircumstances in the world “situation

any effort to collect and put the need for revamping Ame-

at one place as.many facts as rica’s fqrelgn policy postures.-

possible, even in the form of Well-written ?:nd skiltuly

raw material is rendering a argued, the btc;o dese .

great service. It will be, valu- _ serious attex}_ on. - Jace

able source material for some  Valuable, in the first D! ag:é
future historian. . : are his s'trxctpres on presen

The editd¥ has also remind- ~American policy.. The basic
ed the historian of his great cause for the precipitous de-

' i - Ameri ] , he
' sibility. - “Where is the  cline in American prqstlge, :
gsa.%gﬁ:l;sy and farsighted- outlines as “in situation after

ness,””- he asks, - “in pushing’ -situation, we sacrificed eco-
down' the ladder with which
we have climbed up?’ - - -
The most powerful and liv-
“Jng section of the volume is

- military expediency.” -(p.-14)
" Even - sharper -are Ssome
- revealing comments made' tq-

IDEAS," PEOPLES AND PEACE by Chester Bowles.
Bodley Head, London. Pri_ce 12.sh. 6 df. S
ESTER wards' the ‘end of the book: .
“Each year eighty per cent of .

‘nomics,” politics and .ideas to -

the ' memory of martyrs will ~

prevent us -from -committing -
the,, mistake of, conmdeﬁng;\
every man as selfish.”

On the whole, the volume
contains ‘about hundred bio-
graphical sketches of national

- heroes' from 1857 to 1946, in
.adition to a short history of
. the freedom movement (about -

90 pages). o
In the end we cannot but

lend oui whole-hearted: -sup- .
port to the valuable suggestion -
made for a.martyrs’ gallery or
a museum at Delhi, in which |
photographs, statues, biogra-.
phies, arms, articles and let-
ters, personal belongings, and
manifestoes ' -and statements,.
ete., of our national Keroes can
be ‘collected and preserved.

our -foreign aid programme
>has gone direetly of indirect-
-1y for military purposes. We
- have been spending close to a

“new ‘look” " American’ ‘billion dollars annuelly;’ for ..

instance, to ‘maintain the
‘South Korean army. This is
-about twice the annual cost of
our entire global Point For
- Programme. .. A major share
of our non-military assistance,
moreover, has: been - given. to

Korea, Viet Nam...” (p. 169)
Hluminating, too, is l_ns
view of the anti-Commumgt-
" obsession of ‘American poli-
- ey-makefs; who equate pro-.
Americanism with anti-
-Communism. Be shows how
this ‘has led.to the aliena-
tion of the neutralist bloc.
He urges: “We.should look
.-for more-in - our -allies -and
associates -than -bitter - anti-
Communism. In our century,
no one has hated Commuirism
.. morpe” than Adolf Hitler.” (p.
e oan Acel T B

-In place of this i)é)_licy——r‘en_
dered ' dangerously stgrjle_ by
the amazing Soviet initiatives

—

In this .connection, we
would like to point out that—- -
-'some persons in the Punjab
‘under the leadership of the
famous Ghadr Party revolu-

i

tionary = Baba ~Gurmukh
Singh* have 'a}ready-=taken

the initiative and formed a
Desh Bhagat Yadgar Trust..
. The Trust has also purchas.
. ed & -big house at Jullundur -
for ' the museam. Such .

° memorials can be establish-

ed in the U.P; Bihat, Beli_gal .
and other States also. - -
_Arms, - letters, - photos, ete.,

of ‘martyrs are still Kept-safe . -

in - police -archives. = They

should be made. public-pro- . . g
perty. Coe

throuéh‘é.U.'N. ,plg}iiscite'r-jrg S
Taiwan. | - SR

' . He flatters India, especial- |
Iy the community develop- .
ment programme, calls for -

" tern .of society ‘baséd om .
“private ~ownership ~with

reasonable incentives” ' (p. .

136). The Socialist pattern.

draws, cynical  amusement .

. -while Kerala is played up'as -
a fearful portent. Passionate
"appeals are made to pour in
the dollars ‘to bolster: Con- .

- -gress,rule. - i _, U

. He castigates military aid to.

skilfully - three nations—Kormosa, South ' p,yistan, making the ;rex?gal- =
‘ing admission, “the. increases

“in the Indian national budget

- which were required to match

“the arms which we gave gratis

to Pakistan were far greater -

than our assistance to India’s -
Second Five-Year Plan.” (Pp..
145) S

P ,

ing to Bowles, ' to woo India A
“since’ India 'is important-to ~
_world_peace, not only because
" the future of | democracy in
_Asia and Africa is in’ all like-
lihood tied. to lits. "success or.
failure but also because of her
potentially decisive’ geopoliti-
cal.  and - military position.”.
Ap. 180)# [

 _SHIV.VARHA .

Iand reforms and for a pat-= '

The time has come; aceord- " . . -

- _Chester : Bowles  advocates This is the. crux. of the -

< e 5 v
caslier, angagéiﬁﬁ%d peaceful coexistence with the

* There is no question now of noted oo This s tho erux ef the- S - 5}
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~ LATIN AMERICA

titutional Governments, engi-
neered coup d’etats as they
had done in Guatemala, and
instigated  new persecutions
against the working ¢lass and
the most resolute patriots.

closely related to the people’s
-struggle for independence. It
expressed ' support for the
‘actions of the people to refuse
_providing military bases, con-
.- cluding regional treaties and
- making concessions on nation-
) al resources. It also demanded
. the bannihg of atomic wea-
: pons, the complete suspension
‘ _ = of nuclear weapon tests and
The declaration pointed 20 agreement on.general dis-
out that in these circums- armament. -
tances, international enity .= The delegates of the Com-
in Latin America and the munist Parties condemned the
world was of decisive impor- imperialist military provoca-
tance. Therefore, it was-all tions in the Middle East and

. . lished a joint declaration of Eyaralng their national re.  felatives
’ sources  and sovereignty. It  arrival.-For as he ha ‘o’
called on the working class know, they all. consiger?dmfﬁlt:
-and all patriots-to unite and to be dead by now. ’
be militant i1 order to frus- ' :
- trate the imperialists and
Prevent them from plunder.
- ing their natural resources..
It also condemned the reac-
tlonaries for their destructive
. a:ctivitlefs against the educa-
11;:10_11 system and national cul-
- ture.” - . -

-¢ussed in full by all concern-
"ed, but the council is the co-~ -
. ordinating: body.” The people
" ..organise: themselves into bri~
* gades and squads, with-leaders

‘means’ much—is sought. to_be.
‘undermined by:stealth. = —~7 -
. It is quite likely that:while-. T
.the more positive features of : - .
his advocacy will be assigned. S
to limbo, the tactic of disrup- ) S

-tion might be taken' up~—and. A
that too by Dulles. Are we not
seeing small signs. of -this ini-
‘the new approach to Nasser, -
Dulles praising Nehru's “Basic. -

mine ; "~ di jod, but . citizens . rather than:profes-.
' vaguely 'distant. period,. cl
frogxg ‘the very present. sionals filled the ranks. The
" Uncomprehending ~foreign- spiked drawbridge ~that “de-
) ‘“What about the : feated the superf‘x_:l)r Qarthis::gx—-
: g .. cheat, ‘the thief, the shirker, ‘nian fleet was: the invention
. e_le_cted gene;?uT)l'lé%nthg:ogng; " the black-marke’teer?" Such -of.-an:unl.mow‘n.R'oman; not of
ﬁg,egl%?al:gc according ‘to ‘the ~a question-is difficult for th: _the patrician commande;.
- “of the moment and the Chinese to understand.  Just .. .~ - . |-~
2:;:£§y%§ : %Zn.lg':)up. ‘The ‘asitisa lrilatter_ of coqrsesggtg Relaxed,
une i " as.one good public manners in - Adi L
?;géngguyfugsziggz “glders® countries not to-spit or ‘to use ‘Well Adjustled o
"do’ not occupy an immutable bad language, so It is now a Future . regimentation in
“Dosition by birth. The inequal- natural thing in China ot to = . Future cglmentation o
P oy 1.3 es -is shirk. Everyone puts forward Tito’s sense is'n ; th'
oL e ven be his best effort, no- one is but there-isno reason for tne
' T Chinese to adopt it when both
.food production and the peo-

“tically pursued; can: help fo
save the world from a nu-
clear-weapon war. It is equally
undoubted that acceptance of
this. programme - would .en-"_
counter pretty stiff resistance
in.the United States—we have
only to récall the howl against .
Kennan’s Reith lectures last

- * Latin’ American Communist
. Parties.
7 1958, )
" - The delegates of the Com-
‘munist Parties of Argentina, -
Bolivia, Cuba, Chile, Paraguay,
- . Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela
* ~who had gone to Santiago to
-attend the 11th National Con-
. .+ ... 'gress of the Chilean Commun-
. = Ist Party pointed -out with
. : . satisfaction in their joint de-
claration that democracy and
legality had been or were
being restored in the Latin

5 : e - o . they. took some: urgent steps. E y ‘ nov ed eazhier, ‘
. . . .- lations wel'e the effective and - . wells and ' 6=  On November 1. he - il . : property ‘rights and disputes agen‘ts St g - Soviet Union, to be backed up - R ties recentls es.

. o . S - necessaty ~support for the rican mw'olt:ae:é riaLélﬁnreg:;- s ”repat"'iaﬁ;nhe waaemgiven £ . oty “eontradictions among within the Commune, nor be- . into ‘China, it would l;ebstuxgg_ by adoquate defence spending; g:g lifsr;le,;dg 3725 e,',"f,s ianyna! o
R L x ' A A [ - strengthening of the éause of  ces. The déclaration expres--  9nd more than 11 Z,,, peote. ] yearon f:}} A R ‘tween - the: _.cooperatives not to be prepared.Bu fezg d. | isengagement in Europe; a - tionali:ni betireen Astan na-. :
5 - 8 ’ 5 E? the Latin American people sed support ‘for the wide- he had left, he lagzdeg gﬂef 5 ¥ B th% pedeo-es _the Commune ‘which were. formierly separate. this.there is no islllgnag absgo: e aen to colonial ter. tionalism and the Socllis

S A h : i A > e for national = independence, spread movement of the -Om the soil (;f ‘kis '.,mme,.,au,g' 'oinéelf?-‘Cértaimy not un-  Individuals realise -that. they mentation. Evé?, n wneéd hor ritories; an arms embargo, B A A A e
T e EEEN o - ‘ . p;;)dgress and happiness, it  Latin American people, es- . When I met him in Delhi first~ 2 fi‘}el; ordérs of higher State have n;u xlle_edtv;hich t::dcé:ﬁ; g::nrt_agu;f;em : offigiency, development flu?d fﬁ‘dMg-‘é?ﬁ“ - Tature: mqves for - domina

A : . - . sgid. R VA ’ cially i : - he P ot i O O : e ited. mune will not: fulfill, ar . : DIe Y- antee to-Israsl for the Middle - ; H0B- R :
1 HE Venezuelan paper tlons, maintained-and deepen- . The declaration noted that f,’f;l -y in %l;g:lntll‘,‘:’rag:gy of ’;;;’;e;gvg% Scarsma!;d bruises % :o_fﬁcléail_]s. aﬁ?:::ﬂg n?}ofl:fan_ by strengthening the Com-. - Roman am“ﬁim‘fe?& aat :;fsl; antee o Tsrasl for the Middle -, carfl 5o lo?ger be ‘tiﬁé,_ - )
’ " Tribuna Popular pub- ©d the instability of the cons- - the preservation of peace was - and Venezuela;- for safe- mare. He had yet' i Ome[lgh!- o it Every project is dis- mune they assure themselves - best when fighting h This is an undoubtedly new ~feated by. force of arms—UI S

‘ k . ves rinagar bis ' Cussed i 'ty 2 Better future=-not at some they understood and. -when configuration and, if realisa- BSoviet rocket [to the’ "moon. . ~| :

‘'on December 21,

ers ask:

S

© He came to know from Kash-
miris living in Delhi’ that = his
only two brothers had . .been
claimed by. death during these
years. . T

He tried to keep the .news:*
‘of his return secret from his -
two Sisters in; Srinagar, to give
them a surprise. But the news
reached them ‘and they' sent -
frantic and heartrending ap-
- beals to him to reach home'im.
mediately {o enable them - 4o

Fight Imperialist
‘Plans -

'year.. . . I - -
< B ould be stupid.and - prais| ’s “Ba:
e@?rlxltcgmv:nal‘ to overlook the :Approach” in a television - .
 continued reactionary aimand - terview, and the change in "
objective of Bowles’ policy. In attitude to _Sukafmo‘t_ e -
.page after page he makes it = The forces of nationa e Ry
-clear that the aijn is precisely ~and _dechragy in India %11 -

“to . help America retain and Asia, Wwhile ‘welcoming- . the -~ ...

 Inspired By_l
‘Socialist Camp

" negligibly small, even between ) v °
( i1 n ashamed . to learn. Certainly,
.council - members: an(iib slm}_)le e manIs mesded | ©0

: o American countries as a result  the more necessary than. the Far East, The 1 ee him. Th ' d i jggestion ' ' :
o . : A €ssary : . They also voiced see L 3 s ! . WworKers. - . .o is' les’. morale are so high now. - . . . ve up bellicos~ -
oy oiorts Of the Working . ever-before to organise the active support of the people. . The declaration stressed meeting with the hesss gl R drive Do ituohed to the The essential is to maintain expand _its: present, postion. T oot beon gvard -+
: - class : ) - and progressive in the Western hemisphere for “that the Latin Ameri - be’ dela serting hig a3 Voluntary - ' - : n * both, - particularly - the mew albei e R . ‘against. ‘the . possible. new :
ganisations. » forces in all countries-to op. . Al > he €rican peo- -~ D€ delayed. Asserting his faith = - ‘volaniary workers® brigade in a Com- : both, - pal ‘ a1l arlike way. against- the | po: new
i . . - Algeria and other countries in. .ple striving to achi i o o Bt “ mass-initiative from below in  and-less w way. “0 tion D £ .
5 The declaration said that - - pese the plans of the i o A g 10 achieve these - in Kashmir’s accession to India . mune. So the .Chinese people -m 1 1t is.out of this concern to -.“Operation Disrupt. [
p! e impe- thelr struggle for independ- .lofty aims were inspired by branch - of technique, . ‘We ,might. certainly accept

Discip lime o _ ! ople | » ,
: : o ) ; t- ulsion ° every . ] t is con o
- e 93;11: ::ilﬁeglzgg#liv?gg:nfo:t- "and to-allow it to.mfuse a - maintain American ‘“leader
: ' wonderful -new life intg

as permanent and

etern .
told the Press that 1t wa o

it was a

" * the process of<democratisation

rialists and their nts and
was of great importance to the ey n

_ ence and called on- the Latin-
to support -the struggles of :

the ‘achievements in -
‘American - working = people, ¢ the ‘So

clalist countries and obtained Duri g the work, ~orders poli- - ship,” that Bowles makes -aid . all the aid that may be -given, .

; struggles for national libera- the Latin Americans for youth and all " g - mistake on the ‘part . of the | DR . beyed, but ably without alcoholism, juve- : W ) € : D D renooniy With mel-" out mot 2t the. oust oF oL
; i neta : 1 4 -Patriots to keep strength “in their . Indi { are | given :and. obeyed, bt jz- | tical —activity. Compulsion . to a sh ; .but, not : . A
33n,also<;1:1épggf?ssl ax;d_ uni- — democracy, independence Vigilance over the provocations peacegtand indepe’ndeﬁgela1 tTf,‘,’Z ﬁ%’:“. acf:;ferd"m:gt ever to- ‘every part of every project nile dcginqg:gggﬁoggnquuhz, Heal A strows can- tralist India the heart o f&"ss Indepenience or oue :e;olvfa Atg
| p Sth.p..ifn‘ rie(l:;se : egau:e.‘ i "o imperial X onticts comed  fhe poi e ‘ e 'for 2 Dlebiscite in achmie. The ’ s fdiscused‘at e S e é) . es 'db take ' not.be hidden from any rea- new course. In.thl§ conne"; 10 n -_.cOnsohd?'tef 9“’ Tee t?”?. ?1-
-0 of vuS ‘mperiaism and its  The Communist Parties imperialism to cause conflicts comed the bold targets set * .in Kashmir. The so that these orders have E#,:ry Jmmmmum not be hidden from any fea- oW Sone. K1 L0 rely Talse she. basi-of. democratic ad-

Kdshmiris who happen .to be'
;]1]13 hm;g now under Pakistani rule -
) are leadin, v unkh

other ' Socialist -countries in  miserable Site. Ho 4oy rpy and

visitors and -slanderous . picture - of vance or of our fruitful friend-..
that” the People’s China=falsified with- ship with the resurgent world -
in a few months of publication : -of Secialism. = -+ .- -

agents had.attempted to)obs-
truet this process, used their
- . whole efforts to preserve some

" motivation and the obedi-
ence - 4 voluntary :‘,as_pgct.
.. 'This sort-of group-discussion

" 'has been practised. by the:

warmly welcomed the growth
of the conscious aspirations
- for peace in their respective

among the .Latin American
rcountries. .

. The declaration condemn-

i foreign
easier : than. sending peoble Unbiased "
+ away - for.-Red .Army service; : geqerally remark that tne .
. and can-be adjusted according -Chinese today are.the

_forth by the Soviet Union,
People’s Republic of China

g"‘;g;rng:;?“a:’g;;l; .re;lt’;ctgg %tla;g;tn:svhir:l; declalr'ation s58id.  ed the rampant attacks by - carrying' out their historical few weeksm;;mﬁf‘?}t dl?ﬁe’. his S, _prac e A o mal meeds for labour, | Telaxed, well-adjusted of.na- by the g-,ea% ilg,??‘#;;ngh%n fﬁ.? S ” bnﬁl N
Do . difficulties ori. Governments growth of dlplyo!;;’s.atl‘i:ouég?fsutrl;fl3 glsxls'd?:el;"lt’:{‘yt t?m% g ism.lssion of surpassing capital-  while people h:re‘hag fil'ee}i‘tl;;: ~Cl_1tx;ie:esmce 1950, am : is o S e prvironment, -Hons, 45. & -whole. ‘ also_advocates : ‘ St momITSEN
: g Y et O3 A -consi e a m in every field of yduc- i . ‘nothing new. ... . - b T ; . e - ) L nem BLEvEN !
b . which acted in'accordance and trade relations with the - were aimed. at : ' Ty Lleld of produc- to express their views th i . . . , C- L ) I - VEN
. bt : At e ari el P : - securing " ti : in Pakistan s the peo- A : ] AGE. ‘ B yes
; with their respective constitu- ... Socialist countries.” These re- - rights .to exploit new oigl 1:hoen dt%liri&%r:i?gng peace. "é’;@ge"é stan were totally JANUARY 11,:1959 = - . ;.o NEW R o . _— .
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Umted Stand-

" Nine sugar workers’ unions in Maharashtra re-
presentmg the workers of 16 sugar concerns includ--
ing some cooperatives and seven sugar manufacturing
cooperatives that are under construction, have sub-

i

J
T HE signiﬁcant feature of

these “Replies’” (publish-

ed by Sri R. 8. Kulkarni, Con-

yener, Committee of all the
'I‘rade Unions in Sugar Indus-
try in Maharashtra, 11|A Bapu
I..odge, Club Back Road, Bom-
bay 8) is that they are the
’ result of the collective efforts
of the leadership of these

Board Questlonnalre

S

affliations—four of
unions are  affillated  to the
" INTUC, three to the AITUC
and two to the HMS. The
. answers are unanimous, -
have been submitted by all the
- unions separately.

platform to deal with the
‘Wage Board. Nevertheless
the very fact that they have
.| arrived at unanimous cén-
.| elusions on the demands of
the workmen and the pro-

unions belonging - to various.
these

but

It is quite true that they -
could not _agree on a united:

mitted their “Replies” to the. Central Sugar Wagev

biems of industriai relations
in the sugar - industry ' in
-. Maharashfra is a matter. of
* immense significance and

imparts great strength to
- their struggle - for hetter
wages. >

. -It is also .noteworthy that :
- 8ri Gangadhar Ogale who re-

presents: workmen on - the
Central Wage Board is the
General Secretary of one of

- these nineé unions, the. Shree-

rampur Taluka Sakhar Kam-

gar Sabha representing the: -

workers of four sugar manu-

facturing concernsin the area. "
The total number of work-::

men employed in the sugar
industry in Maharashtra will
approximately -be 20,000 in
the factories and 60,000 on the
i’arms of the .factories -con-
cerned. The total sugar pro-
duction of these. factories in
1956-57 was 244,000 tons.

. . .
A NY attempt to e'xtend
the life of the Bank

. Award which is due to ex-
pire on March 31 this year
will be resisted: by bank
" employees with all their
.-Tnight.
sounded dat a Press Confer-
~ence in New Delhi on the’

- Jast day of the closing year’

by Messrs Prabhat Kar,

""and H. L. Parwana, leaders’

of the All-India Bank Em-
~ 'ployees’ Association (AI-
BEA). -
: Attempts., to inducé the
" Government to extend the life
of the award, they said, were
being made . by the bankers.
The award, it will be recalled,
was - made binding for. five
" years in -spite of the opposi-
_ tion of the bank employees.
Embodied in the  Industrial
Disputes . (Banking Compa-
nies) Act, the award given by
-'the Gajendragadkar Commis-
gion laid down the-terms of
pay scales, - allowances~. and
- other service conditions in the
. banking industry :

Bankers Seek
" Extension

‘'award is one year. It is only
‘in exceptional circumstances
‘ that

" iyears: In this instance the

life of the award was fixed
at five years. Now when this
‘term ‘itself -is- coming to an
end, the bankers are seeking

iThe Central Committee of
the AIBEA which met in Delhi
from December 22 to 26 un-
animously | concluded . that
after the expiry of the Award
on March 31, 1959, attempts
should be made to enter into
. a| bi-partite agreement-at the
all-India ‘level - between, the
AIBEA and -the -Indian and
-Exchange Banks’ Assotiation.
The Committee decided to-ap-
proach the Government of

PAGE TWELVE

This warning was-

Ordinarily the life of an: .

it is “extended—that ’
" too.at the most up to three

to get it further. extended.

India to use its good offices
in this matter. .

Explaining the employees
viewpoint, "Messrs Prabhat
Kar and Parwana further told

. the Press:

. During the discussion on the

‘Bill in the Lok , Sabha, the.

Labour Minister ‘had assured
that if .any provision = of the
award worked against the em-
ployees, the. Government
would use its good offices to.
prevail upon- the -bankers to’
remove the hardship. In actual
practice, however, it has ‘been
our experience that the Gov-
ernment did not honour its
commitments - and later the
bankers were encouraged to

misinterpret and violate many

a provision of the Award in

one form or the other. 8o

much so that some banks have
not even -to this day. imple-
mented the award at all.

Govt. Refuses ,
To Act '
Although these lapses

were brought to the notice .

of the Government, by the
AIBEA on most. of the occa-
sions, the Government: did
not make any positive move -

to remove the grievances of

the employees by forcing
the bankers to properly im- |

--plement the provisions of
the award.

It will be recalled that the -
-award of the LAT in the

banking industry was inter-.
fered with by the - Govern-
ment to the detriment of the
employees on the plea of the
industry’s incapacity to bear -
the so-called increase in the
establishment " cost. Later
when confronted. with : the
all-India movement of the

-bank employees, the Govern-

ment was forced to refer the

.matter for further enquiry.

“The one-man commission
presided over by Mr. Justice

Gajendragadkar exploded the
-myth of the bankers’ inability

to bear the burden; and witn

minor adjustments here and

- .The “Replies” and the stat-
istics .appended furnish-indis-
putable - proof of ‘the stagger-
ing profits and the. continu-
ously increasing prosperity .of
the industry in- Maharashtra
along with the appalling wage
and working conditions - of
‘the: workmen -employed.

The production of sugar in
the factories.in Maharashtra
has continuously gone up from
108,798 tons
244,000 tons in 1956-57. -

Figures -from the Tariff

Commission Reports indi-

cate that sugar factories in
~ Maharashtra’ have always

~maund of sugar. than in the
vest of India. In 1947-48,

profit per maund ‘¢f sugar

was Rs. 10.6.2 to Rs. 17.5.11

in certain factories in Maha-
- rashtra. . .

As compared to this, the
average annual -edrnings- of

factory workers in 'the sugar -

DR

in 1947-48 to-

- reaped’ - greater proﬂt per.

@ BY RA] 'BAHADUR GOUR, M. P.

SECRETARY ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGEESS )

“industfy in Maharashtra has

always been less than those of
their- brethern in the rest of
India. In 1956, for example,
the average annual earnings

of a sugar factory worker in-

Maharashtra were  Rs. .802
whereas those in Bihar were
Rs. 918, in U. P. Rs.1 924, -in
Madras Rs. 977, in . West Ben-
gal Rs. 1,330, and in the Pun-
. jab Rs. 1,522:" -

The intensity of exploita-
tion - of the Maharashtrian
sugar worker' can be gauged
from the fact that: the per-
centage -shiare’ of workers’
earnings in net:value of fac-
tory. output in' the year 1953
was.14.71 in Bombay when the
all-India average for the sugar
industry itself was 28.73: Com-
pare this ~with the Bombay

textile workers’ share of 7541
" (all-India 62.42), paper 61.95
(all-Indfa 30.26) and Iron and -

steel’ 66.33 (all-India 33.64)
during the same year.

-

ILL FIGHT AWARD EXTENSION

there, the Commission recom- -
- mended implementation of the -

LAT decision. The concessions
granted by the Bank Award .

-Commission for phasing over

certain payments were found
not necessary by the,bankers
and they paid the amounts
forthwith, - proving that the.

. paying capacity of the.banks

was misjudged even by the

‘commission.

Progress In

_Industry .

During the last five years
that'this Award has been-in
operation, the banking in-
dustry- has made. all-round
progress, which can be seen

. from, the fact that while in
- 1954 the deposits in all com-
mercial banks stood at -Rs.
960.37 crores, by November
1958 it rose to Rs. 1,515 cro-
res. The gross earning dur-
_ ing this period has Increased
from Rs. 37 crores to Rs.
61.99 crores while the net
profit has .increased from
Rs. 6.15 crores to Rs. 12.50

crores. Besides this there -
has .been increase in -advan- .

ces-and - investments. The
number of branches - which
was 4,006 in 1953 rose to
4,405 in 1958. The percent-
age in the establishment
expenses to current operat-
ing expenses fell from 38.7
" to 31.8. .

In- this background

employees
.crease in their -emoluments
and improvement In_ other
service conditions after the

“expiry of the -present award .

and to this'effect a new char-
ter of demands ‘has been
framed by .the AIBEA, which
‘has been sent to all its State
organisations for: their com-
ments and suggestions and
the same will be finalised in
the coming conference of the -
ATBEA to be held at Bangalore
in the first week of February'
1959, .

The AIBEA Central -

" . NEW AGE

Com-

. tional
.bank employees,
The Committee has asked its

- strongly ~ protest

it is -
quite natural for the * bank’
to expect an in--

mittee had also discussed -the

question of the code of dis- -

cipline. It approved the same
‘with this understanding that
‘the AIBEA shall bind itself by
.the ‘Code of Discipline, pro-
_vided, however, ‘the AIBEA
and its State units are accord-

ed recognition. The Commit- .

tee was perturbed to find that
.the * Government . of India
- which has to get the Code of
" Discipline accepted and hon-

oured both by the employers
and the trade unions in all
- the industrial and commercial

establishments throughout the

" country, was- itself guilty: of
violating the same by encour--

aging a few. individuals with

‘a view. to boosting up fake

organisations against the- na;
the AIBEA.

units to
against such ‘actions of the
Govemment

. ° The Committee further
" decided that it would  not

- accept any understanding’

on wages, unless. other
service conditions, etec., are
settled with the AIBEA and
. or its.affiliated ‘units. - The
‘Committee also _discussed
" the future of the industry
.. and demanded - bank:‘em-
ployees’ participation in
management. R

Settlement
i’ossible

. The .bank employees’ lead-- *

ers stated that they were:an-
xious for an. amiéable settle-
ment which they felt was os-
sible if the bankers agre

recognise the AIBEA and sit
across the table with its re-

presentatives with a view to -

finding out a solution. The
bank employees have suffered
all along .at the ‘hands of the
‘bankers and we feel that the
time has come when it is pos-
stble to evolve better relations
provided the bankers give up
" their vindictive and adamant
attitude

organisation-- of: - the-

sugar

“The Maharaskitrian
industry has other advantages

too. The sugar Trecovery in

Maharashtra is the highest in.
the country. In. 1956-57; this.

stood-at 11.60 per cent. In fact -
than that in-
cent). and .
with Cuba’s

12:25 per cent -and Mauritius,’l

it was higher.
Java (1149 per
compared - ;well

12.03 per cent.
.Another distinguishing tea-

‘ture of Maharashtrlan sugar -

factories ~ was, that they-in-

variably had their own sugar- .

cane .farms and did not pur-

chase from. the. cultivators.
“Hence its paying" capacity is

undoubtedly = high and- the

“margin of profit is staggering-

1y huge.
- 'The memorandum of “Re-

plies” - claims a minimom. .
‘consolidated wage of Rs. 155
at. the .cost of living index . -
... number 350 (Base 1939-—100) -

and then full neutralisation
. of ‘any. farther rise. by a
. dearness . allowance - linked

with the cost of living index.

They have adhered to the

15th Indian Labour Confer-
‘ence norms- of a need-based

minimum wage. and calculat-

ed the requirements for a
family of three consumption
units - as' under:
108.00; clothing—Rs.  .11.60;
house-rent Rs. 10.00; mis-
cellaneous—Rs 25 40; total-—
Rs. 155.00.

-It would be recalled that
Comrade Dange had suggested
this minimum - for. Bombay .

textile workers on the basis
of the 15th Indian Labour
Conterence norms in his evi-
dence before the Textile Wage
Board. -

From the “Replies" we ﬁnd
that the unions (irrespective
of their affiliation) are com-
planing of

unions and foster . rivalries
among the unions :

The unions ' have pointed
out ‘that “supervisory - staff

is used. as tools ot the em- .

ployers against the workers
and their interests.

However, the younger' ones

among the technical and the
supervisory cadres are seeing
through this game and are
more and more’

" with the unions. -

"The “Replies” deal with. the

-problem' of automation and

rationalisation : and  also .the

[ .claim.of the employers " to
reduce: the cost of sugar pro- -

ductiori "by at least .- Rs. five

per .ton in order to "compe'te"

in the foreign market.
The “Replies”’

Tripartite recommendations:

- on the question of ration- -

alisation and point out that
the cost of production could
-be: brought down by doing
away with  the managing
- agency system -and. putting

a ceiling on profits at three e

- per cent.

As regards the’ cry of fall in -
‘exports, it is nothing but a-

cover to attack the workers
We are facing 'this in the tex-
tile industry and will' be fac-

‘ing. it ' more and more in the'

sugar industry.

" . Let the textile and the sugar s
magnates not raise a hue and -
-t0 "conceal the - :
real state of aﬂairs and fog .-
- our. vision.- . : )

cry in order:

. food—RS. .
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management’s
trying to boost up ‘company
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ik

cooperating .

strictly -
. adhere to the 15th and 16th

" of profits ~ 13 scarcely
damaging, ‘although 1t is not -

-try finds itself,
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be that - with the growing
- public ~sector- :all.. economie’

power will concentrate in the
hands of the State and indi-
vidual freedom will gradually
diminish to the. point of dis-
appearance.”

Sri Shroff then- approvingly
quotes Vinoba Bhave against

“the growing concentration of

power .in the hands of the
State. 'This will not prevent
him and his brother-capita-
lists from demanding that the
Btate should use its police and
military against ' the strikers -

‘asitdidin Jamshedpur. That,
-of course,

is maintenance of
law and order. All he wants
is that the State should not
Interfere in economi¢ matters
—that is an encroachment on

individual Hberty.

. This propaganda has been
80 insistent and pressing that
&ri Nehru had to take.notice
of it in' his Press Conference
last week. Sri Nehru stated in -

New Delhi: “When the private
‘sector’ tries to run down the

public isector, = then it puts
forward; a wrong. foot and if
somebody treads upon it, it
should: not object....In’ fact
I would go a step turther that
private ‘enterprise ‘may . come -
in the way, and it does come
ini the way of the functioning.
of the democratic -apparatus
. I should have thought that
recently, in’the last few mon-
ths especially, there has been
a good deal of propagand }:3
the effect that private ’tjer-
prise should not be touched. .
they objéct to our aiming at
what we call. the sociaiistic

. pattern of society.”

‘How the private sector and
the venal Press raised a. vicious
campaign over the decision
of the Defence Department to

ma.nufaeture ‘the ~trucks re-

quired tor the army- is weli
kniown. . This campaign was

‘initiated and abetted by some .

people close to Nehru who act
as agents' of Big Business.
Every effort is made to discre-
dit the . public sector which
has enough scandals of its

i own, thanks to bureaucratisa-
- tion and corruption.

Their ﬁar_ne : Keep
On Pressure

" But the game is to keep
on’ prossure, soften the Gov-
ernment, so that the Third

Plan i¢aves a big fleld to the

prnvate sector working' in
collaboration with foreign,
cxally American, capital. .
Let there be no doubt, The
arrogant tone of the private
sector has much to do with
the encouragement it has
got from" foreign monopoly
financiers who seek modern
Mir Jaffers. In India.
“\HOW exactiy the two voices

. agree can be seen from the

foliowing editorial of Capital
—the. voice -of the British

" vested interests

“The suggestion for control’
‘less

the kind of thing to be main-
tained indefinitely'if the pri-
vate sector is to survive at allL

During the past few months, -

-there has been a noticeable
hardening - in the -Govern-
ment’s attitude toward.s the .
private sector....~In a dozen

- subtle ways the old ideological

approach, which is almost en-
tirely responsibie . for. . the
difficulties In which the coun-
f is creeping
back..... It does not seem
‘impossible that another period -

" of slow strangulation in ‘the

privaté sector is on the way.
Already 1t is shouldering the’

- entire burden of-foreign ex-
The new

change shortage ’
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‘of British capital

-impression that

B

investment policy of the Liie

Insurance - Corporation Is a

threat to ~the  independent

- existence of every public com-. -
_pany in the country. Now it

is proposed -that :the State
Trading Corporation expand
its activities not only . into
marketing, but into the invest-
ment “field as well.... Mr. "
Nehru has definitely reaﬁrm
ed in recent speeches that the
old disastrous trends are to be’
renewed now that ~India’s
friends' have been persuaded
to foot the bill for past mis-
takes. (Emphasis ours, A gen-
tle reminder - about. foreign
.loans and duty to foreign
financiers.) He has salid a good

deal more beside on the sub-

ject of competition between .
public and - private .sector
which suggests a .determined
lack of sympathy and under-
standing of the problems of
free enterprise.” .

" And finally, this mouthplece
concludes
on a democratic strain like Sri

‘A. D. Shroff. “The official rea-

ction so far to the swift dis-
appearance of" democratic
institutions elsewhere has :

.been to weaken further the

 base of economic expansion
and spread wider the stifiing:
and ‘deadening hand of bure-’

.aucracy. Friends of democracy

in the country cannot view '
with pleasure the recent un-
compromising trends towards
more Socialism and greater
interference with the private
sector. .. .etc.” Friends of de-
mocracy indeed! B
This, of course, 1is strong
.langmage- for the . foreign
‘vested interests to fake. It
only shows that they, aided

- by the indigenous capital- .

" - ists, feel strong enough- to
get away with it and soften
the Government, They know
their friends inside the .
Congress and even - In the
-Cabinet. One of them at
least is Sri Morarji  Desal
whom they have recently-
taken to task for not taking
a firm line, - :

.. “Everyone present got ‘the

Mr.- Morarji

Desal has now relegated him-

self to a subordinate’ position

in the Government of India
in which he merely refiects

‘what is clearly another voice.”

This is'the Eastern Econo-
mist’s (December 12, 1958)

-comment on Morarji’s speech

before the Assoclated Cham-
bers. . And the Capital com-
mented, “Mr. Desai was not
in his elements; his previous
statements and actions do not.
necessarily suggest that he is
indifferent businessmen’s
problems »o

Agamst Forelgn
Policy, Too ‘

It is not only against land
reforms and the public sector
that pressure is being exerted.
There is, silent pressure aga-
inst .pursuing an Independernt
foreign policy—there is con-
certed . effort to ignore it
where it cannot be opposed
and there is great reluctance
to reveal the game of impe-
rialist Powers even though it
affects Aslan treedom and
soverelgnty. -

Dhebar’s Presidential Add-
ress Is remarkable for its
casual reference to our foreign-
policy and for - its -failure to”

‘stand up in-defence of Aslang -

freedom. against imperialist
attacks. How does Sri Dhebar -
describe . the imperiaiist[ ma-
chinations in Asla—the attack
on Lebaron, Jordan | and -
Iraq? “The compromises the.
democratic countries accepted

" in Formosa. Indo-China. Thai.
land and the anti-democratic . |

[T

'NEW DELHI, January 7.

U NION Home and Food
Ministries’ -
Delhi administration’s
short-sighted policies of es-
chewing. popular coopera- .
tion and putting trust in
hoarders and millers are
respon51ble for throwing
the capital’s poor and mid-
dle-class- population into
the worst-ever - food- crisis -
they have faced since the

* war days.

} Prices which have been’
rising constaritly in the last
five . years have reached the
peak of Rs. 25 to 27 per maund-
for wheat.

| In the fortnight ending
January 5 they rose by Rs. five
per maund in the case of ordi-
nary Dara quality: of wheat..
Queues at the tew shops sup-

posed to sell flour ground
from imported wheat are the .

< longest ever seen in DelhL
Eive-six hundred people
standing . for hours at food.
shops and being turned away
at the end—such is the fate

_ of Delhi-dwellers today.

; " Punjab with which Delhi
; is. clubbed in one food zone
! and from where Delhi has
I always received the bulk.of
' its foodgrains has recently
. witnessed a. steep rise'in
T food prices and the Delhi
millers to whom Govern-
_ment snpplies 5000 bags of
\ wheat per day have. been
freely exporﬁng to Punjab
i flour -that is meant for
| Delhi. The Government has
put no restriction and exer-
1 cises no -check on _ these
| operations.
| The authorities who preside
over the destinies of Delhi
have always been allergic to

_opening cheap grain shops - in

Delhi. It was their decision in .
June last to close -down the .
then existing 50 cheap grain -
shops which sent up ‘the
Wheat price from Rs. 14 and
15[75 per maund in June to’
Rs. 17 and 19 per maund in
September Till now there are
1o such shops In'Delhi and in-
the present crisis :when they
have only started talking of

d- the-

opening such shops the Delhl .

-
l

LATEST ON THE FOOD FRONT

FROM ZIA-UL BAQ

authorities dre " talking in
terms of 100 to 150 for the
whole city. AT I.

The Delhi Committee ot the
Communist Party under whose

leadership numerous | street

corner meetings of up to 3,000

people have been-held |in the

last few days and a’ big de- . -

monstration also took place
at the Chief Commissioner's

office on- Wednesday, ha.s ina .
letter to the latter demanded .
the selzure of wheat and atta.

stocks . by the Government,
the opening of at least  one

thousand cheap-grain shops.

to sell wheat as well as atta
and ‘the formation of an all-
parties’ Food Committee. It IS
said in the letter that In view

of the urgeney of the situa-

1

NO 'WHEAT FOR PEO i.E
- OF THE CAPITAL -

tion people cannot be- expeet-
ed to walt for long. -
“Four of the Party’s lea-
ders—Comrades Y. D. Shar- -
ma, B, D. Joshi, Prem Sagat
Gupta and Dev Dutt Atal
‘are to go on. hunger-strike
from 5 p. m. on Friday, Jan~

nary 9 at the site of the old * .

‘clock._tower in  Chandni -
Chowk. To discass the situas.
tion the Mayor of Delhi has -
called an all-parties’ meet-."
‘ing foday which the Chief-
Commissioner is a.iso te

- attend.- - -
-A leading Congress M. P.

assoclated . with exposure of
many scandals in Parliament’
Is reported. to ~have sent &
telegram - .to . Food ' Minister
Jain at Nagpur asking him to

. Intervene immediately to re—

iieve the situation

. THE P.MJs Mgf
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ot their New Delhi properties :

for a song to Mathai. -

- At Number 9, Tees January -

Marg, the Birlas—more pre-

cisely the Birla Cotton Spin- "

ning-and Weaving Mills, Ltd,,

-Delhi (Managing Agents: Birla

-Bros. - Private : Ltd.)—had a
house with extensive grounds
covering 7,254 . square yards,
"which comes t0 about one-and
-a-half- acres. - This property
is in the neighbourhood . .of
the Birla House, where Gan-
dhijl was aSsassinated.
Anybody having: any know-
ledge of New Delhi - lay-out
will readily concede that the -
market value of this property
would be anywhere a round .
Rs. ten lakhs. The Government
itself has _recently fixed-the
price of land in New Delhi at
Rs. 100.per. square yard. So
the land alone can fetch over
Rs. seven-and-a-quarter lakhs
.to say nothing of the build-
‘ing.
-But’ how much dld Ma-

thai's Trust have to pay for

it? In a letter dated August
22, 1958, the Birla . Cotton
Spinning and Weaving Mills

" Ltd. officially informed the

present tenant : “Thus you

‘will find that for acquiring

t
‘ .
* this house the Trust had to
spend . approximately . Rs, '
75,000.” No doubt, it was a.
. gift from the Birlas! -
Another- interesting thing
about Mathei is that He has
taken out - a life  insurance
policy. which. will - start pro-
viding him Wwith about Rs. one-
thousand per month in ano-
ther five or six years for thé
rest of his life-time. . . -
I'am told that | this policy
was taken out by him only a.
‘few years ago—which .means
‘that he must have beén pay-.
ing a very -heavy -premium.’
Persons drawing . the_ “same -
salary as Mathai can hardly -
. go-in for policles with:such &
heavy premium. = -
With such
well-laid-out contacts with.
- Big Money, for a person to

continue at a strategic post - :

having access to the highest

confidences of: the nation is -

highly dangerous to the in-

terests of the nation.

The Prime Minister has.
talked of sweeping -the private

‘sector .with a broom-stick 1f it )
comes in the way of the - -

nation’s Interest. Will it be too

much to expect him to cleanse.
-his surroundings? (IPA)’

elemeénts they tried to bolster

"--up ip Iraq and Lebarion, were

riot Hkely to strengthen the
faith of the people In demo-
racy ?o

\ It was not democracy that
accepted compromises in For-
mosa or Lebanon. It was the
imperialist Powers that thrust
them on the people. And it

was :not only democracy that
was undermined .- but . also
national independence. But
Sri Dhebar is'too shy to refer
to the-imperialists. Barring a
solitary reference to Panch
‘Shila, there is hardly any
mention of our foreign policy.

- ‘This embarrassment be-
fore imperialism is, however,
not confined to Sri Dhebar. '
| Even in such a vital matter

and the establishment of
military dictatorship,
is no exposure of American
imperialism at the hands of

or is it credulousness en-

- NEW AGE '

"as military aid to Pakistan -

there . .

Sri Nehru. Is it diplomacy

" pgendered by the varlous’
- loans? ‘Anyway it lulls the

" nation into a.false sense of .
security and - constitutes a

. grave’ derehction of duty.

Such then is. the back-
ground of the Nagpur Session,
It is almost a forégone con- -
clusion that Sri Nehru will
still “carry ‘the day so far as
declarations )
concerned: that the reaction-

ary opposition will not carry-
. matters to the extreme ~ and.

seek decision by vote; it will
‘temporise, - procrastinate de-

lay. But. the fact that it has.

behind - it the support of ‘a
hundred members of Parlia-
" ment; that it has wide sup- .
port outside and - inside the
‘Conzress means_that whatever
resolutions are passed can be
-sabotaged in practice.

Sri Nehru may declare him-
“gelf for lotty ideals,
and assert the supremacy of
the public sector—-—the ipoint

of -policles are -

-noble:
alms, denounce free enterprise .

is: will he through his organi-
sation be able to deliver- the
‘goods? It will be difficult even
- for an angel to carry so many
devils ° to heaven; -and Sri
Nehru is not exactly an angei.

-So long as these reactionary
. forces continue to have their -
grip over the Congress, 1{%
will. be  forced -to retreat
continuously from: its deciared -
" objectives and policies and’
further compromises ‘will be
Inevitable. So long as they are
there, ‘even a decent land re-
forin cannat be enacted, leave-.
aside the establishment of the -
supremacy of fhe public sector. -

Inside the Congress, it Is- Sri
Nehru who," in the name of-
Congress -unity, often .shields .
these forces against criticism’
from progressive elements. It
is for the progressive elements
“to see that the offensive of the
reactionary .elements is de- ~
feated at this crucial juncture.

(January 7, 1959)-
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NTRODUCiNG THE GDR

PRIME MINISTER

A RRNING in India on®
January 12.is Otto Grote-
wolil, Prime Minister of the
German Democratic Republic
- gince its foundation. -

Born in Brunswick on March
11th, 1894, Otto Grotewohl
_learnt printing and: in his
young Yyears- already found
his way to the Socialist work-
ing youth and to the Social |
Democratic Party of Germany.
. He devoted particular interest
‘to political and :social ques-
tions..He worked in the Seocial
- Assurance System and attend-
ed the Leibnitz Academy in
~Hanover and the Academy of
{ Politics -in Berlin.

Hxs active. partleipatlon In
the political fight, his special
" knowledge and his continual
care for the welfare of the
working people made Otto:
Grotewohl soon an esteemed
and popular functionary of
' his party. At the age of 27,

- he took  over the -office
of' the Minister of People’s
Education snd of the Home
Becretary of ck. Later
en he held office as Home Se-
cretary and Minister of Justice
of Brunswick and as President
- of the Country. Insurance
" Company. Since 1925 he also
worked _as member of the
Eexehstag and as President of
the SPD of Brunsmck.\

3 Otto Grotewohl always-
fought for a genuine workers’
_policy in his party. With spe-~
cial- \ngllanee he watched fas-
¢gism preparing - to seize
power. He fought it with
*» all his power, and so it stands
to reason that the Hitler re-
gime began to persecute him,
“as soon as it came to power.
Otto Grotewohl was forced to
leave his native'place. He went

te Berlin and Hamburg to take
‘part actively in the resistance
fight. The Gestapo succeeded
in capturing him and sentenc-
ing him on a charge of high
treason. When he, came out
of jail, he continued his anti-

- faseist work. He escaped ano-
" ther arrest by going under-
ground. Otte Grotewohl drew
the right ‘Jessons from this
hard period of his life: only
through disunity of the work-
.ing class had it become pos-

- gible for fascism to begin its
‘bloody terror regime. When

. the last shot of the war had -

" been. fired, he consistently set

himself to the great task of

uniting the Jabour movement,
faithful to his words: “The
highest and most  precious
. - thing for the working class is
unity. We want to put it into
the hands of the following’
generation in a pure and im-
maculate state in order that
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- of the first German

they cannot tell us: You have
proved small in a great hour.”

As Prosldent of the newly
founded SPD he accomplished
the union of SPD and KPD to
form the Socialist Unity Party

‘of Germany in cooperation

with the President of the
KPD, the now State President
Wilhelm Pieck. He became a
member of the Central Com-
mittee and the political
‘bureau of the new party. He
was grieved to see the Social
Democratic leaders in West

‘Germany continuing on the

fatal path of splitting and dls-
unity.

Otto: Grotewohl knew that
suceessful construction of the
new State was possxble only
together with . patriotle
elements. )

When in October 1949, the
German- Democratic Republic
was founded, all parties una-
nimously entrusted  Otlo
Grotewohl with the responsi-
bility of Prime Ministership
State of
worliers and peasants. .Since
then, he has on numerous. oc-
casions appealed to the head
of the West -German State to
come togéther  for the crea-
tion ‘of a united Germany.
Over and over, he has appeal-~
ed to: West German Social
Democracy to end the policy

. of ﬂght within the nation.

‘Grotewohl has proved to be
a consistent ememy of impe-
ridlism and militarism, an in-
flexible champion-of Socialism,
a friend of dembocrats . and

peaceful people in all coun- .

" tries. His great work for Ger-
many has been:rewarded with
high distinctions; he is holdéer

“of the National Distinguished

Service Order; he was award-
ed the Karl Marx Order, the
order Polonia Restituta, the
Order of the State Banner of
the Korean People’s Demo-
cracy and the title “l!ero of
Labour”. .

" Among those accompanying
the East German Prime Min-
ister are:

DR. LOTHAR BOLZ, Deputy
Chairman of the Council of
Ministers and Minister of
-Foreign Affairs;

Minister for Foreign Affars;

land Trade;

.

MANFRED VON ARDEN\'E,
Research .

member of the
~ Council of the GDR and Pro-
fessor at the Technical Aca-
demy of Dresden

W

SEPP SCHWAB, Deputy

GERHARD WEISS, Deputy .
' Minister of Foreign and In-

A Factor For Peace In The Heart Of Europe

A delegatlon of the German Democratlc Repubhc
(GDR) led by its Premier Otto Grotewohl is visitmg

our country. The visit arouses partlcular mterest in -

the Indian people.

ITH Germany is associat-
-ed not only years. of tur-
moil - and bloodshed in the
chequered history of Europe,
but two world-wide.conflagra-
tions, whose scars exist'in a

~ number of Indian families, :

well,

‘With Germany is associated
a principal focus of the pre-.
gsent day cold-war tension,
which might ignite a third

. and. an incomparably much
disastrous _ worldwide
. conflagration and from which

more

none can escape unscathed.
But the present delegation
of a German Government is
different,- it holds -the hope
for the future. The formation

.of the German Democratic

Republic, covering an area of
107,862 square kilométres and
inhabited by about 18 million -
people, has been, indeed, a

“big historical - gain in favour

of .the preservatlon of world
peace.

‘THE CONTRAST

'l'he rev1val of German
militarism'in West Germany
under the auspices * of the
imperialist Powers, and its
role in the aggressive plans

- of the U. S. imperialist cir-

-cles, In striking contrast to .

the peaceful trends of deve-
lopment in East - Germany,
are clear enough indications
as to what would have been
the ‘picture in the heart of

Europe .and what would-

have been_its internatiounal
" repurcassions if the GDR.
had not been there.

No wonder then, that GDR

has incurred the wrath of the -

imperialist Powers. Unable to
wipe GDR out, the Western
Powers have been pursuing
one goal in the German pro-
blem, viz. the further milita-

risation of the Federal Repub- .

lic ‘of Germany (FRG), the
rearming of the West German
Bundeswehr  with nuclear
wegpons, the encouragement
of thestrevanchist - policy = in
West Germany, and the ag-

gravation of relations between

the two parts of Germany by . -

deepening the gap between
the two German States—the
GDR and_the FRQ.

‘And it 1s precisely the result
oi this policy of the imperlalist
Powers, faithfully implement-
ed by the FRG Government,
that has led to a. situation
today when, in the words of
the Soviet Foreign Minister,
A. A. Gromyko, spoken at the
USSR Supreme Soviet Session,
“gny - provocation in
Berlin, any attempt at aggres-
sive actions against the GDR,
may start a large war in the
-erucible of which millions up-

: on. millions ‘of -‘people . would

perish and which would bring

. West’

res
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devastations and losses incom-
parably heavier than the last
World War.

“The flames of war would
4nevitably reach the’ ‘American
continent since under the
conditions of modern warfare

‘the line of demarcation bet---

ween rémote and near seat of
threats of war is erased. The
correctness of this conclusion
cannot be contested ' by any
man who is familiar with the.
facts of the war and is not
blinded by propaganda aired
_at misleading. the’ people and
luiling their vigilance in res-
pect to the danger of war.
Only people in their dotage
can discount all.this, -only
such- people. can call for
‘throwing the world. into the
abyss of a new war, for the’
sake of preserving the occupa-~
tlonist positions - in West -
Ber.

GDR FOR PEACE

The Government of the
GDR has shown itself alive

* to this danger. The fact is
that all along its nine years
of existence, GDR has been

- making repeated proposals
" ‘to the West German Federal
- Government for a rappro-
 chement and agreement
between . the two German
States.‘ GDR has submitted

as much as 80 different

proposals for . reunification
. to FRG since its formation.

‘The Government of the.
GDR has once again proved
true to its peaceful trend -of
development by accepting the
Soviet proposal on t‘ne Berlin
question

In sharp contrast to this’
desire of the GDR Govern-
ment for negotiations is the
attitude of the West German
Government and the impe-
rialist Powers who back it,
in rejectingl the Soviet pro-
posals.

The latter's fear for nego-
tiations is ‘beirig pointed out
in. the imperialist Press itself.

Walter Lippman in -a recent -

article attributes this fedr to
the following motives: “Per-
‘haps the greatest risk’ which

may for the time being be too:

‘great a risk, is that it would
damage severely Dr. Adena-

uer’s prestige in Germany. He

has_been ardent in opposition
to the idea of a negotiation
by the two .Germanys. But -

just under the surface the idea -~ .

has wide support In West

Germany, even in his: own -
party, even in’ his own- Gov-
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_international

"~ United  Nations’

ernment. Yet he s a.lmost
certain to resist the idea to
the end; and the United States
is too. deeply committed to

‘force such a change of policy

on the grand old . man.” (Em—
phasis added)

.Unfortunately, however for
the ‘“grand old man” and for

. those “too deeply committed”
. to him, the world public opi-
nion is increasingly pronounc- -

ing itself in favour of negotia-
tions between the two German
States. And & significant step
towards -+ & rapprochement

- between 'the two States would

be the ending of the occupa-
tion regime of Berlin, on the
lines of the Soviet proposals.

Added weight ‘is thrown in
favour of a peaceful solution

of the German problem by

the increasing development of -
relations

GDR. ]
- Internally,
only effectively implemented
the obligations of the Pots-
. dam Ag'reement, liquidated

all tendencies .towards a

revival of German milita-
rism, but has registered
substantial progress in her
economic and cultoral deve-
lopment.

Today, according to the
Economic
Commiission for Europe, GDR
ranges fifth among the indus-
trial Powers of Europe. It has
registered a bold upswing- in
the development of the stand-
ard of living of its working
population. Its production of
main food stuffs and consum-
ers goods has permitted it to
effect. 15 reductions of the

. retail prices- for these items

since 1949.

In the per capifa consump-
tion of the most important
staple food _stuffs . such as
meat, ‘butter, animal fats,

sugar, it has already outstrip- "

ped West" Germany and, on
the basis of its achievements,
will catch.up with and. over-
take West, Germany by 1961.

Internationally, GDR pur—
sues a policy for peace, €O~
existence and sympathies with
all nations fighting for peace,
national .independence - and
peaceful coexistence. Suffice
it to recall that while Iraq
was immediately recognised
by GDR the West German
Federal . Republic -~ was still

hesitating. GDR supports ‘the -
- national independence move-

ments in A]geria and other
colonies .

"the GDR and her internation-
al relations may be judged
from her foreign trade. Today,
GDR is trading with almost
all countries of the world and
with 41 States it has concluded
firm agreements. Its trade
with India is developing at a
. rapid pace .

The further - development

" of economic and  cultural-

relations between India and
GDR will not only be of
- mutual economic advantage
and. help India’s industria-

lisation plan, but.politically

it will have important bear-
.- ing as well. . :.

‘And the best way -on this
occasion in which Indian peo-

. ple can express their tradi- -

tional sentiments . for = the
promotion of world peace and
the relaxation of internation-
al tension would be to demand
-of our Government to recog-
nise GDR and establish dip-
‘lomatic relations
Governznent
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New Year in France opened with a most savao'e ‘
attack by the neo-fascist forces who feel that the decks -
“have been cleared followmg the assembly elections.

T;H:E devaluation and bud- -

of destiny” and his entourage,
that the France of their con-
ception will take pride of .
place as the vanguard.of the
. capitalist oﬂenslve in West
Europe.

of December 30, 1958, sald :
“Had it not - been for the

'various consultations ~during -

the year they (the French -
measures)
would have been applied in
the summer and the country
would 'have learnt a little

- earlier:that there is no reform

“without effort and no recovery
without sacrifice.” - -

- And as if to rub in the
lesson, the .London Evening
Standard of the same day
wrote: “This was a budget
which only . a Government
ruling by emergency decrees
and “independent. of Parlia--
lmle‘ent: could have brought

”

Robbery of.
People -

FIRST, take devaluation.
The franc is devalued by 173
per cent with - two - noughts -
lopped 'off as a psychological.
measure . against infiation..
France-is also to liberalise 90
per cent of her trade.
Devaluation is not supposed

- to.lead to price-increase be-
:cause expansion is being held

in check. But “higher prices

_-afe:in fact Inevitable,” says

the Left-wing London Tribune
of- January 2.
In Algeria £2 million pex

-day is just being wasted away
‘as far as productive invest-

ment is concerned.. Then the
“prestige" atom bomb to res-
tore French “grandeur” swal-

- lows up another huge amount.

SECONDLY, on top of this

" comes tbe abolition ‘of. subsi-
- v'dies on bread, wine,
tobacco, chocolate—all neces~

milk,

sary consumer  items—which
will immediately put a burden -
of 250 thousand million francs
on the lower income groups.
And for most - workers - the
gliding scale which  enabled
wages, even if bélatedly, fo
keep up with the cost of liv~-
ing increase, has been aboli-
ghed. -

THIRDLY, State support ior
nationalised industries is sla-
shed, ‘'which = means -dearer

" coal, gas, electricity, railway

fares and freight charges,
post- and telephone rates.
L'Rumanite of December 31,

1958, calculates that this will

mean a'ten to 12 per cent rise
in expenditure on these items
for the common man. -
The ‘beauty of this parii-A
cular measnre is.that all
: 'these nationallsed industries
sell their services to the big
mdustrialists at .Iess than
cost | price. - Every year,

" ‘thanks to this - subsidy to

. the big capitalists, the State
* electricity undertakings lese

" 100 thousand million franes
"~ 'and State railways 200 thou-

.sand million franes,  Need-
less to say - de Gaulle has
not touched a penny of all
© this. ;_

Most; of the families of
Francelwill be hit by cut in
health benefits, with the. pat-
ient paying 40 instead of 20
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get measures amount to a |
clear.declaration by the “man

About the budget Le Monde

s

per cent of the cost of most
medicines; by curtailing State
payments . for doctors’ visits;
by the abolition of certain ex-
servicemen’s =~ pensions; by
higher social Insurance con-
tributions; and by rent in-
¢reases.

- It should be noted that 150
thousand millionn francs “col-
“lected by the employers from
the workers as the  latter's

social insurance contributicn'

-are due to the treasury. And
- 'some 5;000 thousand million
francs - worth of high-income
tax evasions. De Gaulle turns
a:. blind eye, to this also.
And it is scarcely surprising
considering. that his three
~ economic experts Rueff, Gig-
noux and Count. Raoul de
Vitry are not only the direct
representatives of big French
‘capital -but had the great
honour of advising 'Laval in -
1935 . and the Vichy capitula-
tion regime of Petdin. -
To give the proper militarist"
touch to this economic on-

slaught has come 3 new law

for national service. Previously

. all between the ages of 20 and

21 had to take up compulsory

- military service for 18 months

in one stretch. . Now, anyone

* between the ages of 20 to 37

can be called up at any time,
for such length of time.and

for as many times as the State -
may desire provided the total -

period ‘does  not -exceed two

years. For the first time, wo- -

men'-can also be called up. .

Under - the, order of the
general organisation. of de-
fence, the Government has

taken upon itself all the pow-

ers to mobilise, recall and
‘retain -In.the army anybody
for any length of time, if it
fears even the possibility of a
danger of a confilet.. .

_In such an eventuality—&
state of alert as distinct from

‘Operatuon
“Conti

C on the: re-
cent attacks By President
Nasser on the Arab Commun-
ists, the New. Statesman of.
January 3 - spryly stated
that Nasser was able “to clam- -
ber upon a Middle -
anti-Communist platform

whith has immediately res- '

tored him to American fav- :
our.... Then came -the suc~

.- cessful visit of Mr. Rountree -

from the ‘State Department, -
indicating that Washington
-was already nibbling at the
bait.... last week, therefore,
he felt that ' the -time had
come to ralse the campaign .
to a Government -level....it
looks.as though the line wiil .
" produce the pay-off in Wash-,
ington and even in London.”

_Mr. Eugene -Black . of the -
‘World: Bank is well known to

us as an enemy of Indian in- .‘

dustrialisation. Some . two .
_years ago he submitted such..
terms._for the financing of the’

Aswan :Dam-as ‘made Nasser -

declare that acceptance would
mean that Black would be the

Eastern -

- property;

Y sta.te “of emergency-—the‘
“Government can requisition ..
: all the goods, "

services - and
_.persons that it thinks fit to.
state of perpetual regimenta-
tion, Soustelle,
mad ideologue (the description
is - Muggeridge’s - in the New
Statesman of January.3) says
that with the nuclear menace
‘and ideological aggression, the

menace is permanent and no’

dividing " line can .. be drawn
between war and’ peace. Civil
authorities,” he declared on
December 30, 1958, must al-
ways look upon defence ' as
the first priority in their daily
pre-occupations: Shades of
Hitler!

This 'is ‘the regime which
now rules France and is lau--
ded by:the American uphold-
ers of “freedom” (L'Humanite

-Dimanche of January 4  has
drawn attention  to the. fact
that- Time commissioned Ber-

* nard Buffet to.do a portrait "

of de Gaulle for its man of the

. year, full seven months ago,
showing remarkable foresight -

—and desire).

This is. the regime which
the “democratic” Socialists '
of France, headed by Guy
Mollet, hailed and brought
to power as the alternative

- to the “Front Populaire.”
This is the face of the tran-
cracy” which some of our
own - democratic  Socialists
are infatuated -with. -

It is ‘a -portent. for t‘ne
whole of Western Europe.
Through the Common Market,
through the schemes to inte- -
grate Little Europe with the
colonies of France .and Bel~-
glum, the poison will be
spread. Western Europe has
now to serry its ranks. Tog-
latti has called for a new
upsurge of anti-fascism as in
the 1930s. It is the need not
only ‘of Europe but of world

\

. peace itself, that such a move-

ment be stimulated to vigor- -

. ous action.

WES'i'-’ASIA -
sw t
nues

President and he (Nasser) his
subordinate.

Now the -same man has
flown to Cairo for negotiations. .
not only ~ for Washington, it
appears, but equally for Lon-
don. The UAR-UK,  dispute
hinges around . the questions
of. compensation for former
British owners of nationalised
whether doubtful
cases should be judged by
neutral arbiters or Egyptian
courts; and whether compen-
sation is to be paid by Britain

for the damage she did at

Port Said.

While this is the ‘osten-
-sible reason and one wishes
good luck to the negotiaters, -
the real objective is to_carry
a stage further the’ > impe-

- rialist manoeavre of disrup-

ting first the unity of ,the jv

Arabs and ‘secondly, ‘.
friendship - between Arab
nationalism and the Social’
ist camp. -’ .

It is not only a question,
therefore, of some  internal
quarrel between the Arabs.

NEW AGE

Justifying this passage to a.

the power-"

* ‘sition to a “partyless deme~ . ' -

controversy as it
were between Nasserism and
Communism. Such controver-
sy, if properly conducted, need
.not necessarily -be dangerous.
. It is first ahd . foremost a .
question of giving the impe-

ideological

rialists a  chance . to.creep
back, to infilirate and then
start again their old game of
englneermg coups inﬂuencing
policies and so on.

The ‘Soecialist world, which -

.shielded the - Arab Iiberatlon
movement from direct impe-
.rialist aggression, has gone

 right ahead with its economic.

assistance. A £62 million gene-
.ral credit arrangement for in-

dustrial expansion *has:‘just’

been signed between the So-

" viet Union and the UAR. The

second -recent agreement sets
out the terms of Soviet parti-

_cipation in the first stage of

the building ' of the Aswan
Dam. The Soviets are contri-
buting about £36 million re--
payable over 12 years  from
1964 with an interest rate as
favourable to the Egyptians as
‘24 per‘cent.

‘Therefore, there isno ques-
tion of there being any fear
of Sovi_et economic aid com-
ing tof'a stop. As-a -matter of"

- fact, 1t is p_recisely this aid

ot
cot
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T HE news of the downiali
of the Batista regime. in
.Cuba will warm the hearts of
all anti-lmperialists and de-

- mograts. It is:'one more con-
" firmation:of the process of the
disintegration of the colonial -

system which has been  so-
- striking a feature of the past
decade. -

That Batista’s reglme was.

dictatorial nobody has cared
to deny. The American Press-

"was full of news of the haven -

that Cuba offered to American
tourists, gamblers, gangsters
and hardheaded businessmen.
Batista gave numerous assur-’
-ances that his army and “no’
‘nonsense” policies would keep

‘it that way. As a result, a bil-

lion American dollars poured

. In, 800. million of them in the
) past ﬂve years. .

‘What is not so often realis-
ed is.the substantigl British -
stake—eleven million pounds-
worth of investment and low--.
price buying of Cuban sugar,.
which constitutes 80 per cent

of the ‘total exports of Cuba..
No wonder fighter planes were .
readily sold to the dictator by

Macmﬂian .

"It was, against tlns state

of affairs, that on December -
» 2, 1956, the Cuban incur-
" gents took up,arms. They
. started with only 81 men

" which swelled. to 8,000 in the

course of just two years.
Batista confronted them.
with 30,000 troeps all duly
armed and advised by the
Americans. And in July 1957
for some months American’
marinos directly intervened.

Fidel Oastro Ted his guerri.i-
las with great- skill and was
backed fully by the Popular
Socialist Party which organi-.
sed the workers and peasants
and repeatedly. moved them
to action. The ldtest.example

" was the great . and complete

- armed : attack.

which . is to a great -extent’’
prodding the imperialists to
offer some sort of economic -
agreements, ' as noted by the
Egyptian - paper Al ‘Maasa.
Surely it would go directly
against Arab in rests to take :
any step that would harm in
any way this fruitful coopera-
tion between . Arab liberation
and Socialist resurgence. it is

: also obvious that svhen the °

imperialists talk of the Com- .
munist- “menace” in West

. Asia, it is not mainly the Arab

Communists. they have- n.
mind—-lt is precisely the So-
-clalist camp ‘and- its did they
are attacking. To attack Com--
munists, then, Is to fit in with’
the, latest imperialist game.
-The Socialist world is Jbower-
ful enough to protect itself

from any imperialist attempt\

The real victims of this new
manoeuvre—if ° it. succeéds—
will be exactly the forces of

nationalism. Anti~Communism
is onmly .- th& Trojan . horse. .

There is yet tiine for all the
Arab leaders to realise this, to -
assert their unity, reaffirm

their friendship with the So-
_¢lalist world and to be as wise

in defeating intrigue as they
were .- vallant »i_n ‘opposing -

general su'lke of a few days :
ago. :
Then, in November 1950.
Batista cenductéd so farcical
‘an. election that’
came shrouded in an atmos- .
phere . of despair. Non-p:
sans ‘seemed to have nowhere ’
to go excéent to join the camp *
of Castro.” (Christian Scienco
" Monitor, November, 8, 1958) -
With this a.lienation of the.
intermediate -strata, “Batista..
was thoroughly isolated. With -
the true courage of all, “free-
.dom”-supporting . dictators he .
fled with his loot, rather than
‘face the people’s wrath. :
The.United Stdates and’ Bri-
tain, however, are not going

_to take this lying down speci- |°

ally since Cuba forms- part of
the. general Latin American
upsurge—the
policy, the very narrow defeat
of ' the Communist-Soclalist &
candidate in the Chilean pre- " .-
sidential election; the downfall , =
of ‘over nine dictators-in the |
past three years, etc. «

‘There is already talk of
repeating Guatemala, Movw
are afoot to get the Ameri-
canfcontrolled Organisation .
of American States to Inter-
fere. The docile Dominican
Repubhc authorities are re-

) ported to.be ready to send

in soldiers. Britain may try
the more ‘subtle tactic of.
economic blackmail by using -
the fact of a glut on the
world sugar market, .

Danger is ahead. The unity
of all forces of .Cuban libera- -:
tion - is as essential as the
outspoken "sympathy -of all
Panch Shila upholders, *.Gov-- -

ernments and peoples throu-

ghout the world, A victory for
-democtacy. and ‘independence
cannot be allowed to be tram-

pled down or throttled

, ~—MOHIT SEN
(January § . _
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“Cuba be- . .

Venezuela - oil . .
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I Na few days we shall see
a man, tall, true and
black as the good night that

: comes always “to the earth

as the benediction of peace
and the time for love.

We. shall hear the voice of
thunder, rich with,wrath and

yet again gentle with the love

of a child; of leaf touching
leaf and firm with the unity

of all men who'toil.

Paul Robeson—and his good
wife* Esla.nda——wul come to
India as that rare belng who
is better than his fame and
mightier than the symbol he

. has -become.

~ In Paul Robeson we shall
pay homagé to all the suf-
ering that men of colour
have borne, all the stmgglea
they have ' fought and all

"~ .the power that lies in them.

In ‘Paul Robeson we shall
find again our deep respect
for song, for drama and for
knowledge. For is his voice
not one that comes in a cen-

“tury and not again?

But .above all, we shall see
stride our soil & man unparal-
leled, who stood firm when all

‘the temptatmns of .Satan—.
Wealth power; even life itself .
s at Peekskﬂl—-pursued ‘him -
- as| they have seldom pursued

anybody.

Paul Robeson, when all the
gloom of hate and fear des-
cended on .America,, won us

bdek again our faith in-the’

nobility of man. Truly oné can

‘say: - Robeson, how proud is
the ring of that wordl

He was born on - April. 8,

" 1898, the son of a plantation

>

iy

)ear |

slave,

em

. Iserve -
those who play
3. and those who watch-

Church - in“ Princeton, New
Jersey.
Robeson recalls with anger

how many years later in New

York he met one of the family. - -

who -had held his fa.ther in
bondage.

The arrogant SOuthemer
told Paul, “Your father used

to work ior my grandfather.” -

To which came the whipiash
of a_reply: “Let's put it the

way it was: Your grandfather

exploited my father as a
sla.ve"’

-From Princeton Robeson'
moved to Westfleld and later
Somerville, where at the
school glee club he first bega.n

"his singing..

In 1915 he won a four-year.

.scholarship to the - exclusive
Rutgers ‘College, It was there -

that he graduatéd with hon-
ours in Latin and Greek, Phy-
sics and Mathematics as well

‘as History. It was there, . too,
that he won attention in yet.
“another field—the tough game

of American football.

Later at the Columbia Law
School he qualified himself
for the legal profession. i

Having begun his career as
a concert singer and actor -in
the United States, Robesgn
went to London in 1927 and
stayed -there till 1939,

It was in London that he
“discovered” Africa and '“I
came to consider that I was
an African”” Hé¢ met Nkrumah
of Ghana, Azikiwe of Nigerla

“and Kenyatta of Kenya, be-

coming an honourary mem-~

1-Oill"i'l'94-_#0'{##0###00O’#*i*#-ﬂ-#'f*l’fl‘iif#QO

it does not matter’
'.if we win or lose
-solongas
tea V is there

to cheer us up!
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who escaped to the
North in 1860 and lived his life -
“in dignity as the pastor ¢f a

ber of the West A.fncan Stu-
dents’ Union.

He studied deeply Africa.n
culture, language and history:
He grew proud .of Africa and
naturally enough soon receiv-
ed warnings from the British
intelligence, -

He recalls how ln the early
19303 he argued and discussed
till the early dawn with H. G.
 Wells, Harold Laski and J: awa-
" harlal Nehru.

It was through hls interest
in" Africa that he came to visit
and to study what was going
on in the Soviet Union.

He says  of the Socialist -
pioneer land : “I have: told
many ‘times how pleased I °

was to find a place where
coloured - people walked
secure and free as equals....

So . I thought it would be a .

good thing to send my boy
to a school in the Soviet
Union and he did = attend

" public school there.for two

- years,

_ ¢TI came to beheve ‘that
the experience of the many
peoples and - races in the
Soviet Union . would be of
great value for other peoples
of the East in caiching up -
with the modern world...

«1 felt, too, that the rapid-

1y growing power of the So-
viet Union in world affdirs
would become an important
factor in aiding the colonial
Hberatio movement »oo

Robeson went: to ’Spain In
1938 at ‘the height of the tra-’
gie Civil War.
the working men and women
of Spain. joined with fighters
of freedom from every part.of
the globe “fight and die that -
another ‘Government of the
people, by the people and for
the people - shall not perish’

- from the earth.’” -

- Spain persuaded him that

his place was back  in Ame-
- ‘rica. Above all, he felt that he
“must be among the Negro

_ -people during the great world

_erisis that was loming, and be
part of their struggles for the
new .world acoming that they
sought.”

NEW AGE

He saw- there
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ESLANDA AND PAUL

He stayed in America
through the years of war and

afterwards -went . abroad to .

Europe to bring his voice—the

voice of the other America—-
. to the great Peace Conference

in Paris in 1949. -

And then came the hardest
part of the ordeal, " He . was
hauled up before the Un-
American = Committee, ~his
passport was taken away. No

.gramophone recording com-

pany, no film producer, no

concert hall owner, would dare

to give him a chance to sing.

And yet sing Paul did. On

a tape which was flown to
London, through the trunk
telephone
Prague, through  special
. broadcasters’ to Canadian
crowds across - the horder.

. We in India heard also the’

grand volume of his voice
in Apﬁl last year, thongh

:%Hl¥¥¥¥¥*¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥*¥¥¥¥¥*#*iiiﬁ#i*ii%ki%kﬁii

to audiences. in -

- we could not then have.hlm

among us, - | -
1t is such a4 man—only las$
year the American authorities
gave him 8 passport—who

“comes to us-in a few days. A

man who has endured much

for he has loved much. A"
Negro who fights for the dig- -

nity of - his people in. the
United States and yet says
with pnde “I -am -an - Ameri~
cam.
rican Negro whose life is de-
'dicated, first and foremost, to

wlnning full freedom for my
people in America.”

The Communist’ Party of -
India joins all our fellow pat-
riots all lovers }
and culture in saying “Wel-
come, Brother Paul! India as
one stands . more ‘upright,
more proud, more joyous for
you have come to sing with us
and we to sing with you.”
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