K ERALA has a high
percentage of literacy.

‘ Forty-eight per cent of the

population above four years

. of age is literate.

- There are 11,000 educa-
tional institutions in  the
State and one lakh teach-
ers. About one-fourth = of

the whole - population. is-

under instruction in
schools.

‘After the . advent of the
Communlst-led

educational reforms of fa.r- .

reaching importance . have
been made. -

-. Compulsory
up to 14 years,

educatwn

a - technical and
scientific bias to the educa-
tional system, nationalisa-
tion of text-books, distribu-
tion. of books through stu-
deénts’ cooperatives, consi-

. derable reduction in the

prices’ of text-books which
Were beyond the reach of .

a ‘large number of parenfs,

etc., are some of the
achievements. :

The old Travancore Uni--
versity has been converted:
into. the ‘Kerala University;-
-18 junior technical institu--

tions, nine polytechnics,

" three engineering colleges -
-.and one medical college

have been started.

- Trade union, representa-
“tives,

representatives - of'
panchayats
palities and teachers have
been ‘given representation

. in the Senate by means or'
- . statutory provisions.

. Teachers have

come to consider the Ke- -
rala Edacation Act as their

'.Magna Carta.-

. - . N

, "'The eddcational rules,.as
. amended by the - Assembly
confer on stu-

recently,
dents - and teachers the

right. of orgamisation, the

rigl;t to hold meetings in-
the instltutions, the

"~ right to political actwitns,"
.ete. -
‘The system -of - selectlon’

(preventing students from

mid-day °
. meals to children, free edu- -
" cation up to the ninth class’

- (Ola)y :

and Imunici-’

rightly’

_ Achwvements The Crusaders

Don’t Luke :

appearingin pnblic examl,- )

nations)  has been ended.
This is: the only State
-which has conceded the
- students’ ‘demand that de-
‘tention should be abolish-

.

Corporal punlshment of
-students”
been stopped.” -

The demand of the
teachers for the formation
of Staff Councils in all ins-
“ titutions has been conced-
ed by:the Kerala Govern-
ment.
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" Of the 11 ,000 schools,

about 7,000 are privately
_managed... More than half

. -of them,. 3,600, are in the

in schools haS'

<

Malabar area where. be- -

cause of the fighting tra-

ditions of a powerful teach- -

ers’ movement, the ‘school-
closnre agitation is not ex-

pected to make any head- ’

way. .

0f the rest 3,400 private-

.schools. in the Travancore- -

Cochin area, about 2,200
are run by Christian . ma-
nagements of which about

1,500. are controlled by Ca- .
tholics. Half of them are.

under ‘- Catholic - corporate
management, . the rost un-
der individuals.

The ‘Luther Mission has
about 50 schools, the Lou-
don .Mission Society about
100, the Salvation Army

about 100, the Marthomites,
ete.,"
. ‘about 400. It has to be re-

Jacobites, ‘C.M.S,,

membered that -all Chris-.

tian managements are not
for closure, unlike the Ca-
tholics. .

." There are only 65 schools

under corporate Nair Ser-

vice Society. management,

individual Nairs have some’

more schools.

The Ezhava. orgamsatlon,
SNDP, runs about fifty
schools while ‘the Deva-
~swam’ Board has ‘15 to 20
schools. C:

The rest of the private
managements are indivi-
duals owing a.llegmnce to
va.nous partxes and gmups

SR gt i

~methods . -of

munallsts !
" CONGRESSMEN !

Ponder over -the dangerous ‘course your partymen have taken in Kerala' e
. Prevent the Congress from bemg an accomphce m the communal and antx-: .

.. democratic campaign!

PARTY UNITS, PARTY MEMBERS FRIEN'DS OF THE PARTY'
Explam to the. people the present developments in Kerala and the issues .

- at stake !

. Organise sohdarlty actions with the people and Government of Kerala to
defend the cause of education, democracy and progress ! .

~ JUNE7 T0 14

) The Secretarlat of the Natlonal Councll of the Commumst Party of -3
- India has called for observance of Kerala. Week from June 7 to 14 .to meet |
" the challenge that has ‘been’ flang in Kerala - against education and, demo- .

cracy — a challenge that vitally concerns the people in every other State.

: . RIGHT-THINKING MEN AND WOMEN' EDUCATIONISTS ! '
~  Raise your powerful voice agalnst the campalgn launehed by the com:

s

INT STATE

ENT

Of The Seeretarlats @f The Natlonal C ounell
And Kerala Commlttee GBE The @ommumst Party

The following is the text of the statement lssued

- on May 24, 1959, by the Secretariat of the National

Council of the Communist Party of India and the Sec-

retariat of the Kerala State Committee of the Party
after joint meetings in Trlvandrum o

T HE Kerala Private

School Managers’ As-
SOCIatlon, consisting mainly
of the agencies under the
Catholic church and Nair

-Service Society, has threat-

ened to close down nearly
three thousand schools un-
der their management.

They also propose not to’

allow.the opening of Gov~
ernment and other private-
ly-managed schools through
picketing and similar other
obstruction.
This has naturally -created
a- grave - situation -~ in the
State as it indeed  poses
some ‘serious problems be-
fore the entire eountry.

Communal
Campaign

The object. of these moves
is not merely to paralyse the
entire educational ‘system in
Kerala but also to rouse com-
munal “passions and bring
about conditions of - lawless-
ness, chaos and violence. Na-

turally the reactionary vested'

interests whose ill-gottén po-

--wers and privileges are affect-

ed by the land legislation and
other democratic reforms in-
troduced by the Kerala Gov-
ernment have entered  the
scene to utilise the opportu-

"nity for launching another

undemocratic and  unconsti-
tutional offensive against the
Communist-led Government
in Kerala, . -

It is most. nnfortnnate

. .that blinded by their nega-

‘

‘longing - to  the
‘church and NSS, this method -

tive athtude and hatred to-
wards the Kerala Govern-

ment, the ‘local Congress,
PSP, RSP and certain other.

political - elements should
have lent their support,

directly and indirectly,r to ~

this campaign against edu-
cation. This would appear
all the more shecking when

one finds that the entire

campmgn is built up by
rousing commnnal , hatred
~and passnon

One can understand the‘
hostility of the dominant sec-

tionis of private school mana- -
gers. against the Kerala Edu- .

cation Act.. Their unchecked
powers as- well as opportuni-
%ies for graft and corruption
has, under this Act, been con-
siderably curbed in the inte-

rests of teachers, students and

of advancement of education

in the State. What, however, -

is most astonishing 1is that

" these managers, having failed-

in! their earlier attempts,
should have now sought .to
hold Kerala's education to
ransom. These peopPle do not
seem to realise that closure- of
private schools and their
other destructive -plans,. if al-
lowed to.succeed, can only
upset ' the whole system of

education in the State, seri---

ously disturb "and interrupt
the académic career of many
thousands of boys  and girls
and generally strike - at the
interests of ‘the guardlans and
teachers. - - -

‘Whatever may be the griev-
ances of private managers be-

of gambling® with the future
of students, teachers and. edu=

Catholic

catlon, is unheard of in a.ny o
civilised community. Such ac-"- -
-tions bring disgrace: to the
nation, put the cultural life -
of the people in extreme_jeo- .

pardy, and go to ruin the
future’ of our children.

Tt is a great tragedy that’
Kerala . which occupies a .

leading ° position  in . the
country for its high literacy
and educational accom-
plishments; should - have
been today, so challenged
by such a thoughtless and
destiractive_assault upon its
whole educational and cul-
tural fabric. No education-

. ist, wherever he lives, ‘and
. indeed mo right-thinking

person - can ' ever support
such a dangerous adven-
ture upon “-which _these
private “school = managers
have now so openly and un-
unashamedly embarked. -

It is well. known that -the

managers of private schools:

belonging - to ~the Catholic

church and NSSare violently ..
-opposed to the entire Educa--

tion Act, for they woulcy not

tolerate .any democratic® re-. .

forms in the field of :educa-
tion. - If they have now .cho-
sen to concentrate their fury
o Section 11 of the Education
Act, it is because they want
thereby to rouse the- commu-

nal and religious passions of
- the ‘'masses belonging to the

Christian and Nair communl-
ties.

" Yet this Section provides for . -
drawing up. a’ panel list of.
‘teachers eligible .for appoint-.
ment by the Public Service - .
Commission with . due regard.”

to certain 'reservation * for

" backward communities, as-en- -

visaged in the Constitvtion
itself. . It  should- be mention-

ed here.that' reservation in

one form or another for up-

* SEE BACK PAGE .
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With The WSSR

FORGING of closer
% economic links with
the USSR would have
_any day won the palm as
the most fruitful task
that the Government of.
India could undertake
economically. It can do
so all the more today.
when the schemes of
large-scale industrialisa-
tion,'to be taken up in
the Third  Plan, requ1re
_ the tapping of all-"the
friendly foreign.' re-
sources we can
man

_in these columns about the
tremendous help—in tech-
nique, finance, as well as in

. equipment—that the So-
viets have given to us. The
fields covered by this as-
sistance, too, have been

- oftentimes mentioned as

. ranging from equipment to
set up a heavy machine-
making plant to machinery
to ‘undertake agricultural
operations on a State farm.

"The pride of -place among
these, among projects ‘als
ready in operation, goes no

com- -

and.
Eriough has been wrltten :

FULL
YET T

‘doubt to the Bhilal Steel

Plant, which has already
won the race as the most

- gpeedily-built among all the

State steel projects

_ BOUNTIFUL
RESULTS

In ofl also, the successes

attained at Cambay, and
the certainty of adequate
financlal and technical as-
sistance  forthcoming for

the refilnery at Barauni,
- stand in striking - contrast
to the relative futility of .

exploratory efforts of . the
Stanvac, and the obduracy
of the foreign oil compa-
nieg in refusing to make
even a slight change in

-n-i--|--|~-i-+-l--l-eil-een-ee+§¢++e+ee+eeo+ﬂeeee-+ud

L o .

no dark secret shrouds | this e

. SOARING | CURVE
oo

" at both cnds

it Is merely a matter of

N slmple reasons -

The silent fans fitted with ball beanngs '

" 2. Supplied regularly. to"the Central and h

State Governments

3. Rigid quality control at every stage

— of production,

- 4. .Completely interchangeable parts, madc
~of quality matenals .
R ‘8. Totally enc]osed motors
"+ 6. Generally conforming to. British and
' _ other standard _specnﬁcatlons :

é(assels amnaster

finest fan In circulation

%4 MATCHWEL ELECTRICALS (wiw) LTD.

P.0. Box 156, New Delhl
Factories: Pooma and Delhl

™ sote salling Agents: RADIO LAMP WORKS LTD.

. BOMBAY - CALCUTTA - OGLHT - HADRAS - mm-mwou-rmn-luwu - WARDHA « ucul
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.thelr

abnormally” ‘ high
prices.
It is in the light of these

- laudable efforts of the So-

viet Union in rendering as-

- sistance for our country’s

industﬁaﬂsatxon—and the
immense scope that its

- . Seven-Year. Plan offers for

further steps in that direc-
tion—that the despatch of
a high-power delegation,

under the leadership of .

Minister Swaran Singh, has
to be adjudged. Preceded
as it was by a high-level

Soviet Government Delega~ -

tion, its departure avowed-
Iy to review the ‘“present
Indo-Soviet collaboration
... and' the prospects of
future collaboration for the
industrial development of
the country” has all the in-
gredients needed to pro-

duce the most bountiful re-
sults, :
Already, . according to

published reports, some. 12

- schemes, big and small,

whose - foreign exchange
component alone comes to

- about Rs. 350 crores, have

been given to Soviet offi-
cials for consideration and
action, and these are ex-
clusive of the projects, like
pharmaceuticals, optical
glass or Ranchi machine-

building plant—whose es-

tablishment, with Soviet.
collaboration, has already
been agreed to.

NEW TRADE
PATTERN

' The Delégation will - also

. be holding discussions re- -

garding a new trade pat--
tern kelween the two coun-
tries. This is necessitated
by India’s growing. capa-
city to produce its own
steel. So long as this capa-
city was limited, - and the
requirements of = steel im-

" ports, especially from the

USSR, were substantial,
considerable quantities of

. Indian merchandise, too,
. ~could find its way into the

Soviet market as their pay-
ment. With a change in
this equilibrium the USSR

. would not be able to buy

‘the same or Iincreasing
quantity of Indian goods
out of its rupee funds, un-

- less the deficiency . caused

by decline in steel imports,

. is made good -through im-

ports of other machinery
and equipment. Naturally,
such a situation is all to
India’s advantage, since
such  equipment, acquired
through increasing exports
of Indian goods, -can be
utilised to set up new in-
dustries.

Another- problem which

the . country  faces, and -
. which the, Delegation will
be teking up with the So-.

viet authoritles, concerns

the establishment of a De- *

signs Organisation. ' The

- departure,

need for such an. organlsa-

tion will become obvious it -

viewed in the context of
the exorbitant fees which
the  Government has all
along been paying to fore-

‘ign firms for preparation

of designs and project Te-

. ports. In fact so long as .
the country has to depend -

- upon any foreign agency to -
design its plants and fac- -
" tories; it cannot-be deemed
really

to be economically-
Independent. And here, too,

" 1t ig the Soviets, who have

been reckoned as the only

" party who can willingly

part with their .technical

- gkill and expertise without

considerations of competi-
tion.

| [u'm'our: N
ATTITUDE

] In this respect the atii-
‘tude of the USSR is really

unique, for, no country, in

the capitalist world, has so
far been found to transfer
its expert knowledge with-.
out charging very high
fees.. then, there are.

.. some 4i&flds, and designing
- is:one ‘of them, in which it

- ig'ne2t to impossible to ob-
"tain their assistance

traimng' local experts.
‘Ol 15 another important

sector in respect of which -

Sardar Swaran Singh and

- his colleagiles are predes-.

tined to receive encourag-

- ing response : from . their-

Soviet conferees. ~Already

- the Sovlet Minister of Geo-

logy and Minerals, -Y. P.-
Antrapov, has paid a visit.
to our country, and in a
statement, on the eve of his
has held out
great promise for collabo-
ration with his country;in
this field.

. A number of important -
decisions in this behalf arg
also reported to have been’
taken as a result of his

talks with Minister K. D.
Malaviya and_officers of
the Ministry of Mines and
Ofl. . The most important
of ‘these concerned the

avallability of Soviet as- -
indigenous .

sistance for
manufacture of drilling
equipment. Mr, Antrapov

also promised to. help in -
setting up and maintaining |

a sizable Works and Repair
Centre in the - country “so
long as it has to depend

~ on imported drills.”

The utility of this Centre
e¢an be gauged from the

fact that in its absence no-
thing much could be done
to shorten the duration of
minor breakdowns at dril-
ling sites, which have heen

" quite frequent in the past

‘few. months.  Needless. to
say the establishment of a
Centre of the tyne referred
to above (complcte with

spare parts, etc.) will consi-

EN'HALH‘IES
BE TAPPED

-~ derably help in overcoming

this difficulty.

Mr. Antrapov. also agreed
to lend the services of one
of the top Soviet fechni-.

. ciang to take charge of the
drilling operations of the .
0il and Natural Gas Com-

mission. Simultaneously, a
large number of Indian
technicians  will also be
sent to the USSR for train-
ing in oil technology.

. In the light of the great’

promise . which Mr, Antra-
pov. held out during his

. visit to the country, the
. +tendency of the Minister of

Mines and Oil to sometimes

soft-pedal on the issue of

shutting the doors of the
oil industry for all times to

.private 'parties, lacks both -

logic -and -justification. The-
successes which his strenu-

- ous efforts at establishing

an important and develop-

_ing State sector in oil bave
-attained, thanks to the un-

stinted cooperation of the
USSR and Rumania, are a
standing ‘testimony to the
capacity of local - technl-
cians to learn the trade
and deliver oil. = Where
then is the need to be
“soft” to the vested inte-

- 'rests—foreignor indigene-

ous? .

REBUFFS -
FROM WEST

. The Government in New .
Delhi has s0 long been spe-
‘cially enamoured of aid
" from -western

capitalist
countries, and to that end
it has been doing all that it

conceivably could to pro-

pitiate even private capital.

And yet,:-no significant 0
. offers to collaborate ‘with

it in setting up industries
in the public sector~-apart
from the Rourkela and

‘Durgapur projects—has- it

been able to produce to

date. Even the term “mas- -

sive” assistance, so long
bandied about by a -few
Senators in the USA, has.

‘now become an angthems

to the American - Adminis-
tration. "Added to it is the
campalgn of Pakistan and

‘the Latin American lobby

to hold back funds from it.
1t ig rebuffs like these

perhaps which have induc- - '
ed New Dellu to look now
to - the ' USSR for ‘real.

“massive” assistance for its

" industrial scliemes in the .
Third Plan. And yet, its
-actions in this respect have

so far been merely of an

" elemental nature.

It s only when this na-

. ture is transformed into
one of logic and' compre- -

hension of natfonal inte-

rests, that the potentialities

of collaboration = with ' the

Socialist world can be fully

tapped. ‘
May 25, 1959, -

" NEW AGE '

- MAY 31,1068 -

cE . R
It had afl started in Mahesh's office when 8-
" Life 1nsurance Agent was discussing a Policy for
Rs. 5,000. “I'll have 'to talk to my wife,” Mahesh- -

~said. “If it's all :ight w:th lndu-a. it's all right.
' _vmh me.” -

1 - So here they were—wuh Indna an unmedmte
. opponent. She had" obvrously a blind,- super-
stitious opposmon to Life Insurance. 'l‘he Agent

" sawnwas o use.

< It was'a surpnse therefore when Mahesh
" " phoned the next day. “About that Policy, will you
come around and complete the formalities?”” **But.
_your wife doésa’t want you to...” the Agent bcgan

T “She needn t know," Mahesh firmly replled

. .Five years later’ Mahesh succumbed _fo &
ruptured appendix. . The: Agent fushed - over to .
-~ Indira...:When he told her about the Life Insurance .
. Policy, she looked at him disbelievingly. With the .
Rs. 5,000 she received, Indira bought-a sewing
machine andother equipment to start sewing classes.
-~ This occupatllon‘. provided her with a steady income.

* The other day this same Agent
received: an invitation
from -Indira—it was her
daughter’s wedding. At-
the ceremony Indira
_came towards ~ him, -
“Wives may object

[

shesaid slowly, “but
.. widows neverwill,”

N

LIEE msumwc

—the day you msuve you re secu

MAY 81, 1959

to- Life Insurarice,” - |
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Rela: Am_Of Kerala Agitation Is
0verthrow Of Govemment
—SAYS A_IOY GHOSH

) TRIVANDRUM, May 24.

"An mdeﬁmte loek-out of: schools as proposed by

" the private school managers of Kerala is something .
- unheard of in any other part of India. It is a most re-
prehensible attemp to sabotage the education of child-

”ren, declared Comrade Ajoy Ghosh, General Secretary

‘. of the Communist Party of Indis, in a Press Confer- -

_ence in Trivandrum on May 24, Just dfter the joint .
.meetings of the Central and State Secretanats of the‘
Communist Party had conclnded. : .

H E-deplored this move of
the private school ma-

‘¢ nagements and - stated that

if managers-claimed the right
-to close their schools, the
Government also had the

-right to ensure that children .

in the 8tate get -education.
He said, “The Government
will take every measure to see
that those students who want
to study will be allowed to do
50.” As regards what these
measures will be, the Com-
-munist leader said that it

was to be decided by the

.Government itself,

. In answer to another ques-
tion, heé replied, “I . believe

that the Government is com-

§ petent enough to. take neces--

sary steps to ‘deal with the
present situation.”

Paralysing
Education

He pointed out that the

sponsors of the present
schools-closure movement had

made it clear that they want-

ed to prevent the working of

"Government schools and such

other private ' schools - also

3 which were prepared to open.

This made it clear that their
aim was to paralyse educa-
tion in the State. This is
something which eannot be
justified under any pretext
' Comrade Ajoy Ghosh dec-
-lared that ~parties which
were olzposed to the Gov-
. ernment were_ planning to
. “jump into the fray . and
“ Join'  the fight” against
- 'the Government as. the
‘communalists agitation ag-
ainst - the Education Act

* got intensified. The pur-
pose of the present move-

ment is clearly .to over-
throw the Government

from office and this has.

. been made clear by the lea-
_“ders of the agitation. Com-
rade Ghosh read out from

' the, speeches of Mannath

" Padmanabhan whére the
" latter had asked the Minis-~
+ ters to get out or face the -

consequences.

The General Secretary of
the Party strongly deprecated -

the programme of launching
~ivil disobedience by critics

‘of the Kerala Government in

~der to remove that Govern-
ment from office. He declar-
ed that the civil disobedience
movement was for removing
the Government from .office.

NEW AGE

" the teachers and in the mte-

Party was opposed .to the

Asked. about the 1948 move-

_ment of the Communist Party, -
‘Comrade Ghosh said. that in .

1948 the struggles led by the
Communist Party were on
specific issues and ‘no’ gene-
ral struggile was launched to
overthrow the Government.

~ Replying to quest’sns whe-
ther the Kerala Government
would consent to amend the
Education Act in view of the
opposition to it, he pointed
out that the Education Bill'
had passed through a- long .
process. of review and legisla-
tion. After it had been pass-
ed first, it was sent to .the
Supreme Court by the Cen- .
tre, then it had been adopt- .
ed a second time. by the As<
sembly with amendments in -
the light of the opinfon of
the Supreme Court and then'

it had received the’ Presi'

dent’s assent.

“We do not see any reason
why it should be - .
when it i3 ir: the interests of -

rests. of education.” -

When some Correspondents
suggested that - the Govern-
ment -should try to - bring
about a settlement of ' the
present quarrel over - certain
features of the legislation and.
its - rules, Comrade Ghosh
pointed out that the opposi--
tion wag ‘not real'y for a set-
{lement over any  particular
isgue. No less than the leader
of the Opposition had - dec- .
lared in the  Assembly _the
other day that the Congress

Act as a whole.
them to.state what are the
specific issues on which a set-
-tlement has to be tried.” “If
. they show a mood for settle-
‘ment, the Government will
also reciprocate it. But they
_want the entire ‘Act to go.”
" He admitted that it is not
-possible ‘to give up the. baslc
principles of the Act.

tation he said,
taken by the Prime Minister
is self-contradictory.”-

'ﬁ'*

Tt 15 for

Asked to comment on the
.. Congress- High Command’s
attitude on.the issus of

closure of schools in Kerals, .
Comrade Ajoy Ghosh said,

“I'would say that the beha-

- viour of the Congress Righ

Command has not been very
° straightforward. Thes High
" Command says that the

" Congress as an organisation

has nothing to do with the

closure of schools because it °
obviously -felt that it is
wrong. It should then have
- also. stated that no .indivi-

dual Congressman would

" ally himself with- such a - .

movement, Instead- it has

even permitted a number -

of leading Congressmen in

the State to ,,g'imuu :l:l!n ‘s’g o
communal on .
‘Manna

th Padmanabhan.”

‘He pointed out- that promis
- nent leaders of the Kerala

Congress were addressing
meetings called by Srl Man-

Asked about the Prime Min- .
ister'’s statement on this agl- - .
“the position . -

‘Comrade Ghosh also dis-

closed that the Communist
Party would conduct an all-
India agitation to expose the
real nature of the movement
directed against the Govern- .
. ment in Kerala today. -

. A joint- statement by the -
Central and State Secretariats
of the Communist Party was
distributed  before the Press
.COn!erence.

DELICIOUS & REFRESHING
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A-well-khdgih'iniiian Correspondent
latest sound 0

. Delhi’s reactions to the

4 FROM OUR' SPECIAL 'CORRESPONDENT -

the World Bank

. talks with India and Rakistan over the Canal Waters dis-

. noted that “there is a feeli ﬁof relief that the matter -

’ ¢ e’ b
mga't last been taken out of the ha of technical experts
" and is now being dealt with at the political level.” It would
really be worth exar ining if this thorny i

of “technical experts.” ~

i I N a nutshell, the problem of

: the Canal Waters has come
up because the entire network
of the Indus Basin canals was
constructed in the old days tak-

‘ing Punjab as ong unit. After

partition, while three of the
*western rivers are left to Paki-
- stan, there is a vast tract of land
in West Pakistan which is at
- present fed by the waters from
-the three eastern rivers of the
Indus Basin -which falk inside
Indie. . .

While the normal solution
for such a state of aiffairs bet-
npeen two friendly neighbours
would be to come to a solemn
understanding. not to disturb
this errangement but to joint-
ly pledge fts maintenance, the -

- artificial tension whipped up
between India and Pakistgn
+ —intensified by the American
arms backing of Pakistan—
had led to artificial solutions
being proposed.

WORLD BANK FORMULA:

And in this game, the World

Bank has played no inconspicu~
- ous part. Im 1954, it acted as
. the traditional arbiter, allocat-
ing the three western rivers to
Pakistan and the three:-easern .
ones to India; it stipulated fur-
ther that -India “would" permit
Pakistan o continue - to draw-
waters from the eastern rivers
for a transitional period during
which Pakistan would build her
own canals, so that éventually
she would' Tiot have to depend
upon water supply from India.

{"Thus, for eleven-years, this
- dispute has- been allowed to
. continue, and for eight long
years, the World. Bank has been
-playing the good. Samaritan.
Pakistan has delayed building
her own canals while haggling
. Hhas-been going on.as to how.
. much India should ‘pay for these
replacement works: What sounds
. odd in this whole affair is that
“Ppakistan which has’ through-all

these years been pampéered-

with American aid could not be
persuaded to settle the issue by
the World Bank, which itself
functions as one of the main
dispensers of dollar aid.

. LATEST MISSION: Politics
fio doubt.had a Hand in keeping’ *°

up the deadlock, and it is poli-
ties again that“has spurred the
World Bank  Chief, Mr. Black,
to come out this time with new.

proposals, persuading: India to. ¢

" accept them.

-\ What precisely {s this new
political _approach? = Mr..

Black’s latest terms envisage
. ‘claborate canal construction
“work .in. Pakistan which will

.. gake 12 to 13 years to be com- .

" ¥completed. The while ‘project

LI

“. to pay two

wpealth 'countries like Canada
= qnd Australia are expected to

.1 ‘provide loans, while the Bri-
;" tish - Government

" §s'to cost about a biltion dol-
- lags; of whick India will have .
Hundred billion
.. ‘dollars. Some of the Common= "

question has baf- .
fled settlement only because ¥ was 50 long left in the hands

These Commonwealth -con-
tries are supposed to *“‘under-
write the schemé” not only as
economically sound but also
as “politically desirable.” )

Apart from the World Bank’s
own quota, the U.S. Government
is expected to-lend a huge sum
totalling somewhere ‘ between
550 to 600 million dollars.

And what  do these Govern=
ments get.in return? How is
the political desirability gua-
ranteed for them?

“GENERAL PRINCIPLES” :
Mr. Black at theend of his talkes
in New Delhi said, “Certain ge=
neral principles have been esta=
blished along lines acceptable to
the Government of India.” Con-

cludinghismhsionanmaL_

Black felt “happy” and added:

writing on’ New™

:“I can now say that we have

succeeded in establishing certain

- general principles acceptable to

both Governments, that afford

a firm basis for negotiating &

final settlement.”

‘What are those “general prin-

ciples” apart from the already

accepted .propositions of build-.

ing replacement works in Paki-
~ Black is clear that Indig and
Pakistan will be invited by
! the Work Bank to work out
ign @ International ~ Water
" ‘Preaty.; Not just a trealy be-
tween two neighbours, Indic
and Pakistan, but an “Inter-
national Water Treaty” with
obviously the World Bank—
and presumably ;
States—having an. effective
say in the matler even in the
future. :

More sexious is the World

the United

Bank proposal to set up an In-
dus Basin Development Com=
mission, consisting of represen=
tatives of the Pank along with
those of India and - Pakistan.
The Commission will not. only
be in charge of the construction
project and also regulate the
supply of water to both sides in
the transitional period which it-
self is expected to run beyond
12 years. It will also sup >
the implementation of -the
agréement. between the two

. countries which of course, is.fo.-

inelude the mteniational Treaty
itself, .

1t is reported that Black had

already. discussed the proposal
ot the Development Commission
with the British Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Mr.. Heathcot
Amory whom _he met. on his
way back from India and Paki-
stan. ’ NES)

DISCOVERY OF CHINA

- Chinese ere nowadays
.mobt only talking rude but
also -eating less? In Par-
-liament, our e Minis-

ter lamented that the Chi-
$ mnese should- forget their

ancient civilised bepaviour,
for- they do not seem
know the language of polite
diplomacy, ° sticking on_to
the ill-mannered plebian
- practice of calling & spade
a spade. . -
.In .the AICC, ?andxt
Nehru announced
cond - discovery:
his colleagues in the cool
comfort of the " ajr-condi-
tioned Sapru

has gone .up,
reports, on .a
scale.

have gone down.”

- have abundance of’

the - fundamentals:

“we cannot do that.
—no-doubt, we all

“having big rations.
LORD’S TESTIMONY-

- ter's logle—or

. -gans . Inste:

coa

" munists in bis last Press-
o , Conference )
O you know that the

his se--
addressing

-House, he

* found it “very odd that on
one side Chinese production.

according 'to
tremendous

On the other side,

so say reports, the rations

Why do .the Chinese be-
have so stupidly? Pandit
Nehru knows the answer to
that, too: “Even when they.

food,

_they cut down consumption.
and would rather export

- and get: somet_hing-in re-

.- Aud he goes deep info
;-course, they can do it but
Itis
.quite impossible for us to
-introduce short rations in
order to build up surplus’;
ar

. "1 hdve never dared fo-
question” the Prime Minis—
his -facts.
And Y I dare dquote the
Chinese figures, I would be
charged - with having “lack
of thought” and using slo-
. ad, .as he very
kindly reminded the Com--

“But ten days later some-
body else said something,
and he is nearer to Pandit
Nehru than to the Commu-

i After an_extensive
China,  Lord Boyd

seems capable of feeding it

Lord Boyd Orr, a for-
mer head of FAO, is re-
cognis

thority.on food problems.. -

Besides, he is a British
Lord. He should carry

New Delhi. ‘

. DEMOCRATIC
ROAD-MAKING

. 'OW . shocked . every-
body seemed to be
when the ‘Dalai - Lama
statement described the
Chinese atrocities, and -one
of the unforgivable reruel-
ties perpetrated by the god-
less Chinese
we were told, was to em-

ploy the hoﬁy, rebels in. -

road-~-m; .

Naturally there was “na- -
tional” resentment here to
such barbarities, and even

_at this old age, Acharya
Kripalani -could be. seen
rushing up and -down the
country rallying million-
ajres to arrange for suc-
cour to Tibet’s suffering
humanify. - - :

It was all so touching
that -even the Government
spending Rs. two lakhs- &
month on the Dalal Lama’s
personal establishment was

reparded as an obvious na-
tional gesture of, sympathy
for the fugitives from Ked

, terror. . .

1, therefore, pricked up

my ears. when I heard the

Prime Minister ' indicating

what he would like the re-

in an interview: -
“China has one guarter of |
the world’s population,. but

ed as a world au- -
" FORTUNATE MATHAI™ " -
" conviction—at - least in r

. peal of Swamy,.the former
‘Director of .Fertilisers,

Commiunists, .

fugees to -do:~“Possibly in

those hill aréas,  we may . ':

use them for road-making,
‘they:so agree’” = . ‘i

_road-making in the I'yé
World, while on the other.
side, it:is'of course chain- .-
gang slavery under Com-~ -
minnist¢  dictatership. I°..
fervently -wish.. that our.
holy guests apprecinte -

this sense of ‘values. :

WONDER if M. O. Ma- ~
_ thai has read in Mos-
cow a Supreme. Court_judg-
ment delivered on the-very .
day: that he flew -out of
Dellii. - Dismissing the ap=--

in
what-is known s the Ferti-
liser Scandal Cdse, Justice .
Sinha said ‘that the Pre-":
vention of .Corruption Act | -
“required the accused . to '
satisfactorily account’ for °
the possession of pecuniary-
resources or property dis-
proportionate to his known
sources of income. The em-
phasis should be on the ..
word ‘satisfactory’, and the
legislature had thus -dell-
berately cast & burden on .
the accused not only to’
.offer a plausible explana-
tion as to how he came by -,
his large wealth, but also- -
satisfy the Court that his
explanation was worthy of .
acceptance.” = . :
Poor Swamy.  He did not
have Morarjibhai and
Ashok .Chanda to judge
him. And Mathai must
have had the creeps as he -
thanked “God that he did~
‘not have to face the Sup-
reme Court with his fafry-
tale about American - Red

"..Magnchester
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Cross Surplus! ..« - - ..., .§  chonting.” vista that, Mr. .
May 27 - -~ -DIARIST  §  Eugeme ‘Black’s-hurried. mis-
R T I E IR SR sion has.opened up before our:
"y e Country: ° S
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" SCOPE FOR MEDDLING:
- Thus, Black this’ iime pushed.

through a scheme which' pro-

_vides the scope: for constant in-

terference - in Inde-Pak affairs
‘on the part of the ‘World Bank.
No wonder that under such. a
scheme, the U.S." Governmient '
would. safely fork out a big

sum; ‘which certainly promises

to. fetch rich political dividends.
It s surprising that the
Government.of India has not -
so jar repudisted such- o dan~
 gerous, arréngement which
oy turn-out to.be as damag~
ing as the proposal to-station
U.N. forces in Kashmir.

It is ‘clear that the World "

Bank is trying to cash in on
India having reached the point

. of despair with negotiations
dragging on for eight long years:
Guardiin in an -

editorial on May 9 was categoric
on the point “The, agreement
will also be encouraged by, the

“'common realisation that if this
= attempt, fails, the ‘World Bank

won't make yet another one.

" And if it fails, who can ‘suc-

ceed?” ST
. AMERICAN STAKE: ° ‘The
American stake in the Canal
- Waters question has ‘another im-

.:portant aspect-as . well. . .New

York Times in its ediicrial on

" May 17 focused the issié on a
. wider

political  perspective:i
“India ‘apd Pakistan must live.

_ together in peace and under-
‘4§ standing for the sake of. the

stability . of the whole of
‘Asin, and, indeed, for the whole
- free world.. It -is - imperative

" therefore to remove.the cause’

of friction.” . o . #
Pouring in of arms into Paki-
stan ‘by . the United States‘is, of
coursé not supposed to disturb
that “stability,” nor-add to the

- “gciction” -

'New York Herald Tribune has
observed that the Black Mis-

* sion’s achievement “even though.

costly, could make a long step

- toward unity among free nations

_of Asia”—obviously against “to-
talitarian Communism.” ~

. FAITHFUL ECHO: Nearer -
‘¢ home, faithfully echoing ‘Washa=

" ington sentiments, B. G. Ver-
- ghese—the ardent champion of

an ‘Ayub-Nehru: Summit—wrote
in the Times of ‘Indie. quite

. plainly suggesting ‘that: these

Canal Waters - talks cafi~be a
“peginning” towards - closer

" entente between Karachi and -

New Delhi. To him, Pandit

. Nehru's rejection of the idea of
" #common . defence”. . -between.

India and Pakistan is “irrele-
vant”, for he believes that “a
very wide mutuality of inte-

" rests would exert a powerful in= -

fhience fowards -economic cul-
_tural and; political ‘cooperation

. between. a friendly India and. |

Pakistan. In such circumstances,
a common defence policy would
_ be almost axigmatic.” <"

" So, from  Canal Wateérs to

Common Defence — vig the.

. World Bank's “Development
Commission - this.is the en~

emerged.

.WEST BEVGAL

The West Bengi}ﬂCongress’ Political',('}'-onference, o
s in Cal y 23 and 24, saw a naked de-
- monstration of the bitter

- held in Calcutta on

.CALCUTTA, May 25.

factional struggle that had

been so long. going on behind the scenes in the State

Congress. R

: N'O'less. a person than the .

Congress President, Smt.

’Ind,lra Gandhi, - inaugurated
the Conference. Smt. Su-
cheta Kripalani, one of the

. Secretaries of the AICC, pre-
sided -over it.- : '

. Yet,. the dominant group
did not hesitate to. use iron
rods,
poles- against its opponents.
Such an exhibhition of goon-
daism. in  ‘Congress - func-
tions had not been witness-
ed here for some years.

Genesis (DE

- Struggle

This factional strife is.not

of any recent origin. It goes
back to the time when.- Sri
Atulya Ghose succeeded in
ousting the groups of 8ri
Surendra Mohan Ghose and
Dr. Prafulla Ghose, then a
Congressman, from PpOwer.
sri Atulya Ghose got himself
.elected - as the President of
Congress . Committee (WBP
ce). - - )

State Congress and he ruled:

" like -a feudal overlord.

But  opposition to his . un-
democratic policies and. dic-

tatorial methds gradually

‘began to take shape and by - -
the end of 1957 a powerful -

opposition group had already

It demanded the removal
of Sri Ghose and a complete
overhauling of the Congress
machinery. Its efforts met
with- partial success when, in

. terms of a resolution :of -the

Congress ‘Working Committee,
sri Ghose .had to-step down
to the position of a Vice-
President. But he still conti-
nued to be the real boss of

-the dominant group in th

PCC. .

Meanwhile, the opposition '
group gathered more. streng-
th and it succeeded.in put-
ting Sri Ghose in a very tight
corner when last year’s elec-
tions to the Congress Com-

" mittees at differentt  levels
~ were conducted — obviously, -
-under his instruciions — in

the most undemocratic man-
ner with the object of throttl-
ing .the .voice of the opposi-

. tion and ensuring a majority

for ‘his supporters.

Belhi’s
El_ltervention :
The épposition groups made

repeated representations to
Delhi, demanding fresh elec-

. ‘tions and immediate removal

of Sri S. D. Banerjee, Chief

Returning Officer and till

recently Speaker of the State
Assembly. - .

The Working Committee -
ultimately set up a Tribu-
nal, consisting of Sri Bal-
wantrai Mehta. The Tribu-
nal heard - both sides and
was convinced, it is reliably
Jearnt, ~that the charges

-MAY 31, 1959 -

lathis and  bamboo -

- .pared to give
. “battle”. <

group were substantially
correct. But, in order to
avoid a public scandal, Sri
Mehta - tried to -persuade

levelled by the opposition

the .-opposing factions to,

come to' an
settlement.

“amicable™

The. 6pp_osl_tion groupAwas .

willing. to- compromise pro-
vided the Chief ‘Returning
Officer was removed before
~the next Congress elections.
"But Sri Ghose was not .pre-

And the most effective form
of battle he could conceive of
-was the.State Political Con-
ference. ' )

g; : s%‘;gh:i to achieve. two

- m objectives by  staging
this show. - gl

FIRST, he wanted {0

in without a .

" very much shaky about his
own ‘future. . So he organi-
sed the Conference to show

. hig strength to the Con-
gress President and to put
pressure on Delhi to stay
its hands. No wonder that

. money

~ most lavish scale to put up-
a- grandiose show. T

"Youth and Women’s Con-
‘ventions were also held- to
demonstrate the Ghose
group's influence even among
these sections!

Several Tresolutions - wele,
of course, adopted by - the.

- Conference but they were

‘publie.

just eyewash to hogdwlnk the

The opposition -group, too,

: did not- sit back idly. - They

made preparatins to give a°
separate - reception to the
Congress President,”” and  the
Congress Mayor of Calcutta

- function.

‘was to. preside over the

" It was ultimately cancell-

ed, presumably because the -
€ongress President feared

e

'AT A CONFERENCE - INAUGURATED

the. West Bengal - Pradesh -

“prove” . to - the Congress
President that he -command-
ed’ the "allegiance of .tne
“overwhelming majority” of
Congressmen in this Btate,
and that it was idle to think
of running the "Congress
orzanisation without him and
his supporters. ’

SECONDLY, he wanted the
Congress President to- realise

-that he did not like his old

defeated rivals being brought
back into the leadership of
the State Congress. ) )

It "is rellably understood
that the Congress President
and Smt. Xripalant have been
trying to persuade dissident
Congressmen, who "left the
Congress a few years ago, to
come back to the organisation.
It is further learnt -that the
Congress President - also- dis-
cussed the reorganisation of

" the WBPCC with Sri Suren-

dra Mohan Ghose, 8ri Arun .
Chandra ~ Guha = and other

- leaders, who had been push-
" ed into oblivion by Sri Atulya
Ghose. -

A number of local dailles
recently published a report
that some PSP leaders — Dr.
Prafulla Ghose, Smt.
Roy, Dr. Atin Bose and others
— were thinking of rejoining
the Congress. :

Atalya Ghose’s
Preparations

These developments natu-

" rally made Sri Atnlya Ghose’

.. BY INDIRA GANDHI.
For séveral years after that ~ . . R
his. group dominated the ~ - ) : ’

was spent on ' the -

show to the Congress Presl-

dent, that they were not Sri

Ghose’s supporters. At some

points, they heavily outnum-
bered Sri Ghose’s men. o

When the procession reach- -

an_ important street crossing,

gans, “Atulya Ghose Murda-

bad”, “We demand fresh.and -

falr electl_pns," ete.

They boisterously display: :
ed the posters and repeated- -
.1y impedgd the progress of .

the procession. Simultaneous-
1y, loudspeakers from a
house-top. .blared. out spee-

ches exposing the present -

WBPCC leadership. A scuiffle
between the -rival groups sooh
ensued. But the situation-

was brought under control.”

At another place, the rival-
ries assumed serious propor-
tions and’for ‘'some time com-
plete confusion prevailed in
the procession, L

The Congress: President re~
ferred to ~these incidents in
her inaugural address -and
appealed to Congressmen to.
close . their ranks, She was

they started raising the slo- ~

were blown. This was the
" signal for. the atfack. The

by the goondas, the . Con-
gress Seva Dal fell upon the
_supporters. of the - opposi-
“tion group with iron rods,
. ‘lathis and ‘stout 'bamboo
-poles. "~ This brutal assault,
went on under the -very

" she did not . intervene. A
big police force had been
posted around the venue of
the Conference, but it re-.
mained - fotally unconcern-
ed.. ‘ ’ :

two had not regained - con-.

gites of - the pandal were -
- closed’ from .inside and led

nosé of Smt; Kripalani but -

. About 15°Congressmen were. .
injured. - Most of- them had :. °
-to be given first aid. Of the
four admitted- in hospital, . -

sclousness til late at night. - -

They had severe head

in-
.juries. .

“ Sri Umashanker:Chatterjee, o

49-year-old - secretary ' of  a

Mandal Conngress Commitfee,

reported to have told them . suffered a fractured nose.

that if they continued to fight
among thermselves, the Con-
gress would lose further
ground and the Communists.
would gain. - .

Smarting at the “insult”
inflicted in- the very pre-
sence of the Congress Presi-
dent;, the supporters of Sci
Atfulya Ghose made elabo-

¥

e Shrewd

-Memn

Neither Dr. B: C. Roy, Chief’
nor Sri P..C Sen, -
Deputy Chief Minister, atten- -

Minister,
ded the Conference.

>

that it would severely damage
the prestige of the Cong-ess.

. Batile In

The Open '

ference . - began,

;I‘wo days btefore the Con-
-numerous

-posters. in Bengali, Hindi and
English had been plastered
all over Calcutta, particularly

around Beadon Square the
venue
Banners had also been hung
across roads at
tant . points.

’

" strengthen

Leela . .

of the Conference.

m_a_.ny in;por-

The posters and banners
carried the slogans: “Re-
form the WRBPCC and
it”, Demand
fresh and democratic elec-
tions” and ‘“Reconstitute
the WBPCC and demo-
cratise it to enlist public
confidence.” Some of the
banners had the inscrip-

. tion “Progressive Congress

Workers” The battle had
come into the open.

‘The - supporters of ~the

opposition group mustered
strong at several points ~ on
the route along which - the
presidential procession pass-
ed. They carried posters to-
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rate plans next day to
“teach' a. lesson”_ to the
opposition group. Several
notorious  goondas of the -
city were collected at the -
Conference pandal in the
guise of ‘“volunteers”. Iron-

rods, Iathis and- bamboo - -

poles were* also. stacked.
The pre-planned attack be-
gan shortly after the Con- ¢
ference reassembled in the
evening. . 3 o

Excitement began to mount -

. when Dr. Sanyal rose to speak

and strongly criticised the

. Nagpur resolution. A num-

of delegates tried to interrupt
him while others -applauded
him. At one stage,’even Smf.
Kripalani who was presiding,
threw a gibe at Dr. Sanyal by
telling the = audience that

“one’s understanding of a

thing could not exceed his
intelligence.” .. . - :
When Sri Ranjit Majumdar, .
a .supporter of-Sri- Ghose, be~ -
gan to speak in answer to Dr.
Sanysal’s critcisms, there weré
shouts from different corners
“Sit Down”, “Sit Down". -

Smt. Kripalani

Looks On.

"The atmosphere grew
tense and snddenly whistles

;
i

e .

C gt

Dr, Roy ‘'went away on-a
“holiday” to Ranikhet in TLP..
Sri Sen -was present in _Cal--
cutta. But, curiously enough,
he suddenly féll “ill” :onthe
eve of the Conference.” =

Political circles here, how- -
ever, believe that the real
reason behind their absence
from the Conference was

not the need for a rest or -

-illness. - It is being said that
the factional struggle inside-

the West Bengal - Congress

has reached such ‘a . stage
-" that it is now rather diffl-
cult to predict om .which
. side the. balance might-be-
‘titled. . In this situation,
~ shrewd people like' Dr. Roy
* and Sri Sen would not natu-
" rally like to associate them- -
selves openly with this or
- that group although till now'
* Dr. Roy has supported the
Atulya Ghose faction.

Both New Age and Swa-

" dhinata were denied all-facili-
ties to cover the Conference. . .

But reports, published in the
local Press, show that con--
siderable portions of the spee-

ches of Smt. Gandhi and Smt..
- Kripalani - were- devoted to

vituperations ~ against  the

Kerala ‘Government’ and‘the

Communis_ i .Part_y.v

T
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 FACTORY WORKERS

- EARNINGS IN 1957

°

.

' Ymitations. First not all the

THE Indian - ‘Labouyrx
4 .Gazette for March 1959
carries a review of the earn--

ings of factory workers dur- .

ing 1957. The study is based
on the data supplied by the
State Governments, compil-
ed from the returns they
received from the employ-

ers under the Payment of -

Wages Act of 1936. These
relate to employees drawing
Rs. 200 and less per month.
(The Payment of Wages Act -
has been amended raising

. the wage limit to Rs. 400
* 'With effect from April ’58).

But the study has many
factorles submit the returns

= and secondly not all the States

submit the rélevant informa-
tion. R -

Then the “employee”. under
the Payment of Wages Acti:
includes supervisors, too, pro-

- vided they -fall, under the

-~

wage ceiling. But the ‘wor-
ker' is definéd differently. in
the Factories Act. The aver-

-. age daily employment figures

arrived at under the two Acts
are, therefore, not compar-
-able. e - .

- Total earnings include cash
equivalents - of ~concessions.
And one is not sure how the

- different employers have wor-

ked out these figures. In any
case there is no uniform basis
for calculating these
nents of the ‘earnings’.

Important
Study

Nevertheless, the study is
important and reveals impor-
tant features in our wage
movement and our - economy
.and is of great interest to
trade unionists. S

The number of factories
covered . by the Payment of
Wages Act has increased from
19,679 in 1956 to 21,588 in 1957,
But the number of factories
submitting returns has in-
creased from 14,219 in 1956 to

_ only 15,014 in 1957. The cover-.

age.was 72.2 per cent in "1956
and had fallen to 69.9 per cent
in '1957. This means that while
" in 1956, 5460 factories had de-
faulted, their number has in-
creased to 6,574 in 1957. Among
them 2,826 defaulting factories

are in Bombay State alone. A °

Statewise study of defaulting
units shows that the coverage
has falien from 78.9 to 63.3 per

" -cent in Andhra Pradesh, and

64.6 to 60.4 per cent in Bombay

_ State. Madhya Pradesh- cover-

age remains very poor even’

though the rise is from 208

_in 1956 -to 379 per cent in
1957. In Rajasthan the num-
ber of factories has fallen

from 219 to 196 while those

- submitting returns were only
95 in 1956 and 96 _in 1957. In
Kerala the number of factories
hds risen from 935 in 1456 to

1053 in 1957 while {he number

of those submitting returns
had- fallen from 675 to, 606
during the 'same period. --
Average daily employment
in the factories submitting re-
turns has risen from 2,043,636
in 1956 ‘to 2,087,846 in 1957
while the number of factories

. submitting returns has in-

creased from 14,219 to 15,014
during .the same-period. This
means the average daily em-
ployment per factory submit-

. ting return had:fallen from

143.7 in 1956 to 139.1in 1957
“This is-a‘reduction in average
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compo-
Y]

daily employment in perennial
factories by 3.2 per cent bet-
ween 1956 and 1957,

Real Wage Has
Fallen

‘Now the average per cap-
ita annual earning according
to this study has risen from

C Rs. 11868 in 1956 to Rs.
1,233.9 in 1957. But this rise
. by four per cent is offset by
the fall in per factory daily
- employment by 3.2 per cent.
Much more than this, the
rise of four per cent pales
. into insignificance when one
finds that between 1956 and
1957 the all-India feod price
. index itself has risen - by
- ‘eight per cent. o :
This only means that even
though there has been a nomi-
nal increase in the annuel
earning by four per cent,
actually the worker has lost
in real wage due to fall in
employment per factory and
rise in the price level in the
country. S
A Statewise study. . of the
trend in the annual earnings
of employees reveals an obvi-
ously incredulous rise by 748

" per cent in Andhra Pradesn,

the annual per capita earning
having shot up from Rs. 594.9
in 1956 to Rs.-1,030.8 in 1957.
It is so unbelievable that the
“Labour Bureau itself has re-

~ data.

- Bengal,
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ferred it back to the State for .

verification. . )

. In Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh also the rise is 17.8
and 15.9 per cent respectively.
Here too the States concerned
have been asked to verify the

In° Bombay and West
advanced States the rise is
only 2.6 per cent and 2.8 per
cent respectively. In Madras
the rise is three per cent, in
Bihar, Kerala and UP.5.1,9.5
and 6.2 per cent-respectively
and Mysore has advanced by

.13:4 per cent. Delhi has gone

up only by 1.8 per cent. Pun~

-iab is the only State where’

the average per capitd annual
earning has fallen by 3.6 per
cent, i.e. from Rs. 991.0 in 1956,

‘to 955.3 in 1957.

‘Economically

Backward -

The State where the per
capita earning is the lowest is

' Kerala with Rs. 805 and Assam

the highest with Rs, 1,833.6.
Madras, Mysore, Orissa, Pun-
jab and Rajasthan all range
between Rs. 978.9 (in Madras)
and Rs. 907.1 (in Rajasthan).

The average per capita an- -

nual earning is Rs. 14526 in
Bombay, Rs. 1,299.2 in Bihar,
Rs. 1,173.6 in West Bengal, an:
Rs. 1,4934 in Delhi. .

AITUC

g THE General Council of
the AITUC which met
jn January this year in
. ‘Bangalore called on all the
affiliated wnions to collect
" Rs. two lakhs by the end of
October ' 1959 towards' the
“AITUC BUILDING FUND.”
. October 31, 1959 ; marks
‘the entry of the ATTTUS into
its fortieth year of glorious
existence in defence ‘of
India’s working class.
This occasion also -coin-
* cides with Comrade Pange’s
. completion of sixty years on
October 10 this year. His
inestimable services to the
trade union movement are

to the AITUC!but also to
‘the entire working class.
The General Council has,
therefore, decided -to pre-
sent this purse to him on
“this oeccasion. o
© The AITUC born as the
premier national organisa-
tion of Indian labour enters
its fortieth year again as
 the premier -organisation

confusion caused by the
creation of rival =~ national
trade union centres during
the: intervening period.

All the sections of our

JUILDING FUND
—A Weapon For

a matter of pride noi only

- union activists realise the

- consolidation of the AITUC

in spite of the splits and.

Consolidatihg |
Organisation

great .trade union move- |
ment look ‘today to the
AITUC for firm support in
their struggles and for help .
and guidance. N

The AITUC. has become
the gravitating centre of
working class thinking in
our country.

That is why. October 1959
would be the most fitting
occasion to celebrate this
growth of the AITUC.

And the “Building Fund”

- is the. most 'appropriate
means of celebrating this .
occasion, marking the fur-

ther organisational consoli--.3 *

dation of the AITUC. - =
All the affiliated unions .
of the AITUC and trade’

significance of this decision
in celebrating the growfh
and working  for further

as the premier national
trade union centre of our’
country. '

We are confident that the
campaign will be victori-
ous and workers and their
well-wishers, irrespective of
their  affiliations will come
forward and . contribute
their utmost. )

the two industrially .
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‘What ‘does this reveai?

Kerala, Rajasthan and
Orissa suffer because - of
their relatively. backward
_economy and the weak posi-
tion of industry in {heir
economy. -

Mysore may have some very -

good industrial units, yet it
appears that they do not de-
termine either the general in-

‘dustrial or the general wage

standard-in the State. Even
the Central Goverhment fac~
tories in Mysore pay very low
wages. ‘The total number of
factories in Mysore State is

232 with 198 ‘furnishing re-

turns under the Payment of -
Wages Act while the average
daily employment is 11,117
when .compared to 7,26 lakhs
in Bombay, 5.37 lakhs in’
West Bengal, 242 lakhs in

‘Madras and 1.08 Iakhs in

Bihar. : :
Punjab is & typical State of

small-scale industry and,

therefore, essentially Indus-

- trially weak. It has more than

1,000 . factories but with only
52,000 average d'ai}y employ-

ment.

Industrywise
Figures

. An industrywise study of the
anuual per capita earnings
reveals that only 12,522 work-
ers all over the country out
of an average. dally factory
employment of 20.88 lakhs
earn Rs. 2,000 or more per
capita. Among them are 3,379
workers engaged in aircraft
manufacture (Rs. ;
4,238 workers . of petroleum
(Rs. 2,360.1), 3,492 mint work-
ers (Rs. 2,273.8) and 1,413
workers engaged in the manu-

. facture of miscellaneous pro-

ducts of coal and petroleum.
Only 40,604 workers employ-

ed in our factories get an an-

nual per capita income bet-
ween Rs. 1,800 and Rs. 2,000 i.e.
about Rs. 150 and more per

month, Among them are 33,000 -

iron and steel workers  (Rs.
1,929.0 per capita), 6,500 work-
ers engaged in pumping, filling
and storage of petroleum and

" kerosene and 2,400 workers of

gas manufacture and distri-
bution. . N
The. number - of workers

" stone-crushing -and

2,684.8), .

workers manufacturing trans-
port ‘equipment including 32,-
000 ship-bullding workers’ (Rs.
16589 per capita), 68,000
workers manufacturing tex-

" tile, genmeral and electrical

machinery, bulbs and storage
batteries, ete., 52,000 ordi-

nance workers (Rs. 1,383.3); -

27,000 workers of rubber .and
rubber products factories (Rs.
1,497.2), 25,000 workers er-
ployed in manufacturing fer-
tilisers, heavy chemicals, soap,
paints and varnishes, and
15,000 cement workers (Rs.
1,363.0 per capita). .

.'The annusal per capita-earn-

ings of 397,343 workérs range

from Rs, 1,000 to Rs. 1,200
Among them are 2.52 1akh jute

workers (Rs. 1,037.4 per ca-.

pita).

" Workers numbering 268,114

earn less than Rs. 1,000 per
head a year. Among them-are
9,000 knitting workers; 13,000
saw mill workers; 4,500 ply-

wood workers; 5,500 wooden '

furniture workers; 14,000 tan-

neries workers; 3,000 asbestos = -

workers; 18,000 match indus-
try workers; 24,000 bricks and
tile making workers;
glass workers; - 2,000 cutlery
workers and such others. - -
- Among these 268,114 work-
ers, there are about 31,000
workers whose annual per ca-
pita earning is about Rs. 600
or even less, Le. Rs. 50.and less
every month. Among them are
3,800 workers engaged in.
: stone-
dressing (Rs. 607.6); 14,700
workers of mica factories
(Rs. 509.7); 4.8 thousand wor-
kers of lac. including shellac
(Rs. -543.8) and others. Aboub
7,000 workers in. restaurants
and cafes got only Rs. 392
per- head. ‘ . '
Thus we find to our horror
that out of 20.88 lakh average
daily employment in our 15,000
factories furnishing - returns,
an’ overwhelming majority of

- 12,88 lakh workers get all told

between Rs. 100 and Rs. 150
every month. More than 6.34
lakh workers get more than

‘Rs. 50 but less than Rs. 100-
- every month, While 53,000 earn -
more than 150 every month, .
there are 31,000 who earn only *
50 and ‘even - less’ per

Rs.
month.
. Such is the position of the
earnings of factory workers
in 1957. :

How have the annual ¢arn-
ings of factory workers indus-
trywise fared between 1956
and 1957?

In_dust,'rz

Cotton textiles
Jute textiles
Silk textiles
Paper. -
Ship-building
Cement’ )
- Fine and pharmaceutical
* chemicals .~ . )
Basic metals, - .
Products of petroleum and

coal -

earning) -

" (Figures in Rupees) -~ .. -

1956 1957
1,360.0 13635
1,035.0 . 1,037.4
1,218.0 1215.9
1,081.0 . . 1212.8 .
1,594.0 . . 1,658.9
1,206.0 - 1,363.0.

' §33.0 1,185.6
.1487.9 1,463.2
1,686.9 - 19903

‘earning more than Rs. 1,200 °

but less than Rs. 1,800 every

year, ie. those getting more’
than Rs. 100'in all every month-

bug less than Rs. 150, is 1,287,-
609. Among them are 7.43 lakh
cotton textile ‘workers -(Rs.

13635 per head), 11 lakh

Cotton and - jute textiles
have made only .a nominal
advance which is more than
offset by the big rationalisa-
tion 'and retrenchment drive
in this sector of our economy.
Silk workers have actually lost

- & SEEPAGE 14

29,000 -

(Average annual per capita - -
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Al the “betefans” were -there—peace " workers ‘dm.i' !

leaders, whose names are well known all over the world.

And so were new friends
tives of the Afro-Asian soli

this movement—representa-
ity movemend, of the great

national liberation movements of Africa, of resurgent Latin

America; representatives of the Ia% Council Against A
and H Bombs, a British girl who had participated in the:
now-famous Aldermaston March against nuclear - .
There was a large delegation from the USA, by
that magnificent old champion of peace and liberty Dr.

Dubois,

evented for all these years from leaving his

country by the U.S. Government.

HE Tenth Anniversary

_Session of the World Peacs

Council was held at Stockholm
from May 8 to 13—and for-all
the about 350 participants, it
was a memorable occasion. An
exhibition of photographs took
one back to the many land-
marks of the movement—our '
victories -and = successes, the
peaks we had conquered....

And over all these seemed

- to smile -the portrait of our
Founder-President Frederic
Joliot-Curie, ever present in
our memories, guide and in-
spirer of the world move-
ment, the national move--
ments, of many of us indivi-
dually. The Tenth = Anniver-
sary Session was also a Me-

. morial Session for our belov-
ed President. The presence of
his scientist daughter, Mada-

. _me Helene Langevin Joliot,.
at the Council was an added
reminder to us throughout
the session of Joliot-Curie's
great work for peace and
freedom. ~ i

We were meeting ~to review
the work we had done; to plan
the work ahead and to so re~

_construct our organisational si-

tuation as to make it fit the new
universal character of this
movement and enable it to dis-
charge the responsibilities allot-

. ted to it.

World _an

Peace

‘Prof. J. D. Bernal in his op-

ening report spoke with the

authority of the eminent scien-
tist that he is, in painting be-

_ fore us a_picture of a world at

peace:

#Thanks to the new powers

. that - atomic energy and auto-

mation have placed in men's
bands,  the material - wants, -
food, clothing, housing and

".every amenity for. every man,”

woman -and child in the world

- could be provided within twen-

ty years at most.. , .
“This could be done’ with

-only a fraction of the heavy and

‘monotonous work with which
the majority of mankind today
only just manage ta scrape av

 living. -

“Further, through scientific
research, infectious diseases
could be wiped out and others
rendered less painful and crip=
pling. - . . »

“Man’s life would be length~

- ened and at the same time be
* made healthier and more inte-
- resti :

“Thése changes .can ‘bring

something ‘even more 1mpor-

tant—they can liberate ‘man’s
spirit. for the first time in his-

tory, so that all, not only a de- -

dicated -few, can -enlarge cul-
ture and push forward the’

boundaries ‘of thought.”.

. How 'soon can this “be.
brought about, turning away
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the -resources of the world -

from dest‘mcti. ve proposals to

construction, depends.on what .

- the workers for peace,do now
\in the immediate future.

It is indeed a sign of the new
confidence of the peace move-
ment, confidence ‘born of - the
knowledge that today the for-
ces for peace are stronger than
the forces of = war—that
movement speaks - more and
morve of the glorious future that
awaits us and appeals to man-
kind to grasp it. : |

the |

wide Peace Movement headed
- by this Council, and in it they
gee -their close - friend. The
Afro-Asian peoples are vifally
. interested in world peace and
an immediate end to cold war.
This policy of the cold war is
being used by the imperialists

to justify colonial domination,
and the right.of people to inde-.

pendence is being denied by
force, and in some areas, even
by war.” -

It was in response to the
feelings of delegates from Asia,
Africa and: Latin America that
it was decided that one of the
two sub~-commissions of the Po-
fitical Commission of the Ses-

- gion should be on the question

of National ‘Independence (the
other was the German Pro-
" blem).

* The resélutions and recoms=
mendations prepared by this
sub-commission and later en-
dorsed by the Political Com-
mission and the Council Ses-
sion as a whole reiterate, in a
- clearer manner than ever be-

Peace does mot just mean

- saving the world from the hor-

rors of war (everyone Kkunows
well enough now what a third
world war would mean). Peace.

means grasping -today’s oppor=-

tunities to end the mad misery
of poverty and hunger that
grips such a large percentage of

mankind today?

The message of the. Stock-
holm Session was: The strug-
gle for peace is the struggle

for life—a full life—for" all .

men; come and join it so that
we ean bring the Day of
~ Plenty nearer.

For A
'Sumnﬂt

The Stockholm -Session inevi-
tably concentrated its main
attention on'the- necessity . to
campaign for a Summit Confer-
ence and an end to the cold
war, for the ending of nuclear
tests, for an urgent solution of
the -German problem the key
decision of the Council—report-
ed in New Age last week—is to
launch a world campaign for

.the Summit Conference. The

Afro-Asian peoples, .like the
peoples of the whole world, are

vitally interested in these ques- "

tions. ~And that is why speak- .

ers from the two continents -

gave. their emphatic support to.
the various proposals made in

regard to these most important

issues. -

The resolution on the Ger-
man Question and Against Ato-~
mic Weapons were unanimous=,
1y adopted with full support
from all sections of the Coun-

In a message to the Council,
the Permanent Secretariat of
the Afro-Asian People’s Solida-
rity Council stated: R

“The Afro-Asian peoples.are
well aware of the great world-

fore, the fundamental position
‘of the World Peace Council in
" regard to colonialism and im-
perialism. -

The Declaration on National

Independence clearly. said: ~ .

“We call on all those who
love peace, freedom and justice
‘to support the legitimate de-
mands of all peoples for inde-
. pendence, to denounce all in~
terference and suppression, and
all attempts aimed at maintgin~
ing colonial rule. _
“We call for the immediate
independence of all colonial and
occupied territories, - and we
affirm the right of all peoples
for national sovereignty.

“We call fm; the removal of
. all foreign troops and the liqui-
dation of all foreign -military
installations and bases in all
these territories. ;

“We affirm that if the desire
for independence {s suppr d,
and {f interference in the inter-
nal affairs of the peoples- is to-
terated, the danger of war will

.-increase...

“We confirm what we decla-
red ten-years ago: . :

“We stand for the indepen-
dence of all peoples now under

- any form of colonial rule;

< “We stand against interfer-

ence and aggression whatever
_form it may take; and .
“We support all efforts from

every quarter to win the battle.

for independence and peace.”
“Against
'quonialism

Never was a clearer state-
ment made by the World Peate
-Council on the question of co-
lonialism andindependence. In
the General Declaration adopt~
ed by the Council among the
principles of the movement is.
clearly outlined: B

“The elimination of all forms

" of colonialism and racial dis--
crimination; the right of peoples -
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_ment,

A

to their sovereignty and indg-"
pendence, as being = necessary.
for the establishment of peace.”

Support To
Freedom Fight

'fhse statements of pi'i’n(:iple
were backed in the most effec-

tive way possible by the reso- -

lutions on Algeria, on the Mid-
dle East, “on Repression of
Workers . for Peace and Free-

dom, and the Recommendations

“On Current Problems in Asia

"and in Africa”. : ‘

. The World Council had come -
of age. It was making its stand
clear on the cruclal question

concerning the majority ‘of

mankind—that of national in-
dependence. -And not in abs-
tract terms but very concrete=

ly. For each of the struggling

peoples of Africa—for Algeria,

Madagascar, - Kenya, - Uganda,

Central Africa,” Congo, Kame-

roon, South Africa, . “French”

' West Africa; for Oman, West.

Irian, -Goa, Okinawa, Taiwan;
for the people of Korea, Viet-
nam, Japan in their struggle
against ~ U.S.-imperialism—the.
Council pledged clear and cate-
gorical support.

The Council castigated the~

Years®

- Plans

L

more immediate demands of .

the different peoples, notably
the demands for national inde-
pendence, both " political and
economic, or against foreign

" trade which = produce . unem-
- ployment.” * .

Actions

- bases, or against restrictions on - -

Regional =~ .

Speaking of the necessity to” - -

emphasise the imporfance of
regional actions, Professor Ber-
-nal said: ) .
“In ‘our meetings ‘and Con-.
gresses from. time.to- time we
‘have attempted to examine the
whole. of the peace movements
of the world in relation to the’
problems which exist in differ-
ent parts of it, and tried to get:
a coherent policy, which subse-
quently needs to be interpreted

~

in the different countries in the -

light of their own urgent con--
cerns and aspirations. We may

now be able to move further - -

forward along this. line giving
more consideration to regimzal_{

aspects of the common. ~strig- -

gle” - -

Special time was allotted at
‘ the session to regional meet- . v
ings: three regional meetings— ... - -

ead
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" imperialist atrocities against the -

fighters for peace and freedom.

The military pacts, bilateral .
and multi-lateral, and the Eis-

enhower Doctrine which threa-

ten Asian and African indepen-~

dence and solidarity, all were.
named and condemned. :

Univél;sai
Movement '

The work “begus at the
meeting of the Bureau of the’
World Peace Council at Mos-
cow .last February was car-
ried forward - effectively at
Stockholm. And one and all

. of the Asian and African, the
Latin American delegates felt
that the world movement had
indeed become universal in
the true sense and had begun
to reflect more and more the
inational aspirations of their

* peoples. L

The Tenth Anniversary really
celebrated the completion of a
great part of the work towards
universalisation of the move-

As Professor Bernal said:.

“One of the major lessons we
have learnt in our campaigns
is that they have been success~ -
ful to the extent that .they are
seen to correspond with nation=
al aspirations of the peoples.

"There are a few general topics, -

the ending -of nuclear arms,. the
securing of peace by negotia-
tions, on which it is possible to
obtain almost universal assent. -
Even there that assent has been.
warmer of-coolér according as

o whgthgr it is linked with the -

o

_invitation of.the members of the -

European, Afro-Asian and La- .
tin American were held, follow-
ed by a warm,. consiructive
Afro-Asian-Latin = American,
meefing. e
The meeting

of Afro-Asian

delegates called by the three .

Secretaries present " at. Stock- -

holm of the Afro-Asian People’s -

" Solidarity Permanent Secreta~ . -
riat- (H D. Malaviya. of India, °

Oseade Afana of Kametoon and

- John Kale of Uganda) gave ifg.

full support to gll the campa-
igns’ called by the Permanent™
Secretariat in the coming period
and also to the preparations for

the coming. World Conference

and Pilgrimage at Hiroshima.

. The growing --cooperdtion
and identity of viéws between

the World Peace Council and

the .Afro-Asian Solidarity

~

movement botk internationdl. = -

- ly and nationally was wel=
_ comed by all delegates -from

Afre-Asidn countries.

From the meeting of Afro-
Asian and Latin American dele~
gates.came several proposals to-
‘further cooperation between the
Afro-Asian soliddrity -~move-
ment and the Latih American
peoples. Called again' at the :

Permanent Secretariat - of the.
Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity
Council, the meeting . plahned

exchanges of- delegations, of - »

bgoks and exhibitions and-also
discussed the possibilities of ‘a_

nents to discuse common - pro-
blems. s

‘coriference of the three conti- . . -

The shape of the world move- :

.ment_inthe_ coming years began .
' « SEE PAGE 10
" PAGE SEVEN °
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- -_troductory -speech at

The crusaders against the Communist-led Gov-
ernment in Kerala are meeting with rough weather.
As June 1 approaches, the day the crusade is to be
launchéd, the leaders of the anti-Education Act agita- -

_tion are getting more an:
" people of Kerala; while ou

ticism in the

d more isolated ' from. the
tside, there is mounting cri-’
Press of the role played by the commu-

nalist leaders and the Opposition parties which. are

backing them.

. - THEIR. utterances, actions -

and methods have been
so_patently ‘undemocratic, un-
principled and unjustifiable
that - the Free Press Journal
has had to characterise it as
“this abdication of democra-
" tic responsibility by the al-
legedly democratic parties of
the State” which has “led to
.the irapic situation of the
. Communists in the State call-

- ing for the maintenance of

democratic principles.”
* «Jt has also forced objec-

tive observers outside the

State to appear to hold a
brief  for - the Communist
Government which, in diffe-
rent = circumstances, would

Smt. Indira Gandhi, the
_Congress President, in her ii:n-
he
AICC Session in New Delhi

"~ on May 10, “accused the Com-

! munist -Government - in the
State of exploiting communal

. feelings for political = ends.”

Two. days later, the Rindus-
tan Times repeated it, when

it wrote: “The Party's tactics

now seem to be directéd main-
1y towards exploiting commu-
_nal differences and towards

_-deriving the maximum ad-

vantage for itself through
apparently innocuous legisla-
“tion.”

. The Chief Minister of Ke-

rala-in his statement in ans- .

- -wer to Smt. Gandhi had with

.

facts shown that the boot was
.on the other leg, that it. was
‘the Congress which was play-
‘ing with communalism in Ke-

‘ala..- Press comments since

" then have shown that this is:

not the view of the Commu-
nists alone,

The Statesman, for - inst--

- -ance, wrote on May 14: “What
ijs most distressing in this
political gamesmanship . is
that communalism is being
“-used to fight Communism. In
+the present. context, many
people ‘will view with suspi-
cion a Congress alliance with
the Catholic clergy, not to
.speak of the Muslim. League
.... Opportunist alliances will
ot help the Congress...”

Congress Toes
«Communal Line
The Free Press Journal

‘was. more outspoken: “The -
.opposition campaign as- it:

has developed in Kerala
- .during the last -few months

- is sordidly communal. Plat-
forms and newspaper = €o-’
lemns spit out- unabashed

-.communal sentiments open-
1y and without even the

_ restraint of-maturity. The
Congress Party has toed

this line and bowed before '

-* the leadership of Sri Pad-

manabhan, the idol of the ~
. reactionary Nair Service So- |

ciety . . .

4gmt. Indira Gandhi’s Te-

cent tour of Kerala and
- . the week-end meeting ~ of
the AICC have both been a

.~ ‘waste from thé standpoint.
- .of raising the

} Congress,
Party in the State from out
of its comimunal quagmire.”

o (May 14).

) have ‘been unthinkable,”
wrote the paper editorially
on May 14.

If opinion has: thus veered

‘round - to such criticism, it is

not because the leaders of the
Kerala agitation had spared
-any efforts to whip up .an
anti-Communist frenzy. - - All

. conceivable charges had been
levelled against the Commu-

nist-led Government, but they
have all proved to be damp
squibs. No objective obser-
ver of the Kerala scene could.
be misled by these charges
and appedls to anti-Commu-
nist Dprejudices - have-: not
brought much dividends this
time..

D

Ostensibly it is the Kerala
Education Act that is at the
centre of the present contro-
versy and a lot is sought to
be made of the opposition
from certain quarters to some
of the Act’s provisions.

“The merits of the parti-
cular Act or the particular
provision are not in question -
here,” wrote the Hindustan
Times. “It so happens that
a clause in the Education Act
has been found obnoxious by
‘the Church and by organisa-
tions of Nairs, the Muslims .
and Anglo-Indians. To ' say
that the clause aims at a de-
sirable reform is no answer to
their objection.”

Jai Prakash’s
Democracy

Sarvodaya leader Jai Pra-
kash Narain, in what he him-
self thought might be a “one-
sided” statement, carried for-
ward - the thoughts of the
Birla scribe and. demanded
that - “the Education Act
should be withdrawn in the
interests of peace. The Chief

‘Minister  should not stand on

prestige.’ There can be no
issue of policy whether .of

‘Education or Land Reforms

that can be more important
than the issue of demo-
cracy ... " v

This demand for the with-

" drawal ‘of the Act is the de-

mand of the leaders of the
Kerala agitation. All that Sri
Jai Prakash Narain has done
is to give it a democratic
veneer. And under.the de-
mocracy of the Sarvodaya
leader’s concept, there can
be no.progress in this coun-
try because the moment &
land reforms bill is intro-:.
duced and the landlords say
they oppose it as they un-
‘doubtedly will, - Sri Narain’s
advice would be, give up the
bill, the issue of democracy
is more important.
"It is difficult to under-
stand why Sri Narain is so
reluctant to give the bene-
fits of his democracy to the
.large number of people who
will be benefited by the
Education Act. And the
Act does benefit a Ilarge
_.'section of people. .
- “What does. this Act pro-
pose to do ” asks an article in
the Bharat Jyoti of May 10
and answers: ° - -
“Let no one gef away with

-

“the idea thatx“'tﬁe Act envi-

sages far-reaching changes in-
the system. of education in
Kerala. The Act could have
been more accurately describ-
ed as the Teachers’ Act (Re-

‘gulation of Service Condi-

tions) or something like that.
The morz important provi-

sions of the Act regularise '
the payment of salaries, to’

teachers in - private schools,
put their grades and scales on
a par with Government teach-.
ers. Of course, all tuitica fees
have to be made over to the
Government. ‘There will be' a
register of. qualified teachers
chosen by the Public Service
Commission and the schools
¢an appoint teachers only
from this register.” "

One has only to see the
situation in the: sphere - of

education in Kerala, as per-.

haps in every other state, to
understand "how absolutely
essential such a law had be-
come., The same Bharat
Jyoti article described the
situation thus:

“Perhaps many outside

the State have no idea of
the totally chaotic condi-

- tion that prevailed in the’

primary sector of private
schools, men and women
starting a teacher’s career
on a princely salary of Rs.
eight and even that paid
‘at the sweet will and plea-
sure of the manager, and
retiring after 30 years of
service ‘at the ripe age of
55 on a salary of Rs. eight.

A PRESS REVIEW

No. pension ' ‘either. - The

same primary ' schoel tea-.

.cher under the Communist
Government starts on Rs. 40
and can hope to draw Rs.
75 before he retires.

“The most rampant evil in
the middle and high- ‘school
sectors - has ‘been the.private
levy system by which teachers
sign for sizable salaries—and
draw haif or less than half

.that amount. Again, nepo- .

tism and favouritism govern-

‘ed the appointment of teach-

ers. All these anomalies are
sought to be  removed . by
means of the new Education
Ac't‘".. . 2

They Run Ft. -

'As A Racket

A South Indian Review by

.a Special- Correspondent of

the Hindustan Times itself
said: )

“In Kerala, as elsewhere,
the ninning of educational

institutions has become’ & °

racket, teachers being paid
less salaries than what they
are .supposed ‘to Teceive. If
was to put an end to this-ex-
ploitation of teachers
managements that provision

was ‘made in this Act for .
direct payment of salaries to

teachers by the Government.
The intensity of the agitation

against :the Act is to a very

great extent due to the fact
that such abuses will not b
possible in future, - - - -
“The Act also provides
reservation for Scheduled

by -

for i

Castes and Trlbes, as also
other backward communi-
. ties, The Nair Service So-.

. ciety, representing ‘the pro-’

_ gressive Nair community in
‘the State, has taken seri-
‘ous .objection to this provi-
sion ag thereby the num-
_ber of posts available to the
community will be consi-
- derably reduced. .But the
SNDP, the communal orga-
nisation of the Ezhavas, is
equally determined that the
reservation shall stay, as
thereby the community is
assured of a fixed number
of posts.  Whether reserva-
tion for = Scheduled .Castes
-'and- Tribes should ‘be on a
" caste basis or on economic
_considerations, depending
on the annual income ef
the parent, is a question
which is being widely de-
bated in several States. ..
the change must be brought
-about more by persuasion
of the affected communities
than by coercion from the
Government.” (Hindustan
Times, May 22).
Obviously -the provisions of
the Act are wanted by . the
people and the Act itself is a

necessary social reform. Why -

then is it being opposed? And
by whom? ’

Undemo'cratié

Methods-Whose ?

‘Smt. Indira Gandhi is-re-
ported to have sald in Cal-

- wrhe Kerala Education Act

which- the Communist -Minis-
try is now secking to enforce
has had a chequered career.
There were heated debates
over several - controversial
clauses of the Bill in the

State- Assembly before it was®

finally passed in 1957. When
the Bill was sent to the Pre-

sident for his assent,. he re-,

ferred some of the clauses to

_the Supreme Court for opi-

nion. The Bill was amended
in the light of the opinion ex-
pressed by the Supreme Court
and finally passed by .the
State Assembly. It wasg then
sent again to the President
who gave his  assent to it
early this year.”
_ Smt. Gandhi obviously
¢ould not mean that a Bill
which went ‘through all
' ‘these processes ~had - been
pushed forward through un-
_democratic methods. : :
Undemocratic methods are
being resorted to in .Kerala,
but it is by those who are
opposing the Act gnd not by
the Communist-led - Govern-
ment. :

«Vidura” wroté in the Times
of India of May 21:

“T'he Kerala Education Bill "

has become a statutory Act

. following the President’s as-
sent. 'Those who« oppose it

must seek a constitutional re-
medy in the Supreme Court.
No group, not even a religious
group, can take the law into

v

- its own hands.” P

) That, however, is not the
issue. ~Bilingual Bombay was

jmposed on-th2 people against -

their wishes and to appedse -
certain vested interests, The
py-elections held in the State
since then have proved this.
The people are for ' splitting
the bilingual, the vested in-
terests are against it. The
communist Party has stood
with the Maharashtrian * and
Gujarati people, the Congress
leadership has refused to res-

* pect their wishes. ) :

With Whom

.The CQngress ?

The same appies to the

- Punjab where the “recent re-

cord” of the Communists has
been cited by the: National
Herald to say that the Com-
munists in Kerala eannot
complain of the. Opposition’s
behaviour. - ‘The National He-
rald which charges the Com-
munist Government that
«they have not always used
correct means and have not
won the confidence - of the
communities affected” did
not have any advice to give
Chief Minister Kairon to get
the confidence of the Punjab
peasantry before imposing the
unjust betterment levy. And
unjust it was—as can be seen
from just one fact that the
Punjab Government itseif had
to agree to-reduce the levy
from  the original Rs. 104
crores to Rs. 33 crores. The-

regulations, it will not be in

a ~position to Kkeep these
schools going in the way it~

hag been -doing:” .

The vested interests have’
every right to agitate against
the Act as long as their agi~
tation remains peaceful. The
Kerala Chief Minister him-
self made’ clear at his Delhi

Press Conference that he was.

not against any ‘and every
agitation. . '

- Smt; Indira’Gandhi is not
a discussion as to whether
agitation against’ a  law
which has been enacted is
. right or not. . The question

she as the President of the
- ‘Congress has to answer in
the Kerala context is:
‘Where does her erganisation
stand on - the "question of
‘the anti-Education Act agi-
tation?. On whose side—on’
the side of the people who

+ are benefifed by the Edu-

cation Act and want-it or
of the vestéd interests  who
.are afraid of losing their
privileges . and oppose it?
What the Congress has
done in Kerala so far has
left the answer in no doubt.
While formally dissociiting
fram the communalist agi-.
tdtion, it has done and is

doing everything in support .

of the agitation of the
~ vested interests.

One of the leaders of the

Kerala Congress, Sri Panam-

pilly Govinda Menon, went to

-But what is expected of

4s an’organisation and the

future of Indian democracy.

The issue is not at all, as the,
National Herald has .posed, -

“the essence of _the Kerala
problem is whethér a Com-
munist: Government .can - be
accommodated within a non-

.Communist - fabric and whe-.

ther Communisin can ever re-
concile itself to . constitu-
tionalism.”

The - issue is
‘quite . different. Let other
newspapers thémselves. speak.

«Vidura” writing in the

Times of India, said: “It must

not be forgotten that the

Keérala Government is a legal-
ly constituted Government
brought _into power by a free
election. It derives its legi-
timacy from the country’s
constitution and this legiti-
macy cannot be denied by.re-
sorting to the -kind of politi-
cal casuistry which Mr. Jal
Prakash Narain indulges in.
The desire to oust the Com-
munist.-Government is legiti-

mate but the means employ- -

ed must be constitutional
Congress
Will Lose -

“The Kerala Congress can
perhaps be forgiven for its
narrow view of the situa-
tion, But the Indian Na-
tional Congress must take
a broader view of the issues

involved in a campaign of |

NON-COMMUNIST PAPERS WARN CONGRESS AGAINST -
RESORTING TO IRRESPONSIBLE TACTICS

cutta; . inaugurating the West
Bengal Political Conference,
that the current- agitation in
Kerala was not directed
against any particular clause
or act of the Bill formulated
by the . State Government,
but “a populdr expression of

- pent up emotions against the

undemocratic methods adopt-
ed by the Communist Gov--
ernment .of Kerala to push
forward Bills.” '

We know of the democratic
methods of the organisation '
of which Smt. Gandhi is the
President. Twelve years after
it assumed power, the .Con-
gress at Nagpur had té still

_give a mandate to its State

reforms.
The democratic method
- of the Congress has been:
to compromise with the
vested interests. The Gov-
_ernment of the Communist -
Party in KEerala certainly

Governments to expedité land,

‘has not followed this me- :

thod. If democratic ‘me-
thods mean ‘not introducing
. reform to which the vested
-interests * ‘have
then -~ the Communist-led
Government should cer-
tainly 'plead guilty to the
charge of undemocratic me-
thods in pushing forward
Bills.  Otherwise, Smt.
Gandhi’s charge does not
" stand” the test of facts.

Tgake the Education = Act

“itself. - The South Indian Re-

view in the Hindustan Times,
referred to earlier, has writ-
ten about the history of the
Act: L :

objection, -

The Statesman voiced the
same view (May 14): “The
Education Act was passed by
the State legislature, referred
to the Supreme Court and
later received thé President’s
assent. If it still has defects,
it could be challenged in the
Supreme - Court; . agitation
against the law of the land
will be put down ruthlessly

by any Government worth the
- name.”

The Congress President
should think a little more be-
fore she flings such serlous
charges against the only Gov-

ernment in the country that_

is not run by her party.

Smt. Indira Gandhi, at a
Press Conference in Ernaku-
lam when she was recently in
Kerala, said there was nothing
wrong in organising an agita-
tion against an Act which had
been. passed, and is reported
to have referred as an inst-
anceito the movement against
bilingual Bombay.

Agitate .
—For What ?
Wihat'she-conveﬁiently for-

got to tell the Pressmen was
that the Government of her

‘party had shot down men and

women in the streets of Bom=-
bay, that leaders of her party
are telling the people that
the bilingual State had come
into existence as a- result- of
an act of Parillament, that
only a.decision of Parliament
ecan change it and that any

_agitation against:the bilin--
gual State will be wrong.

peésantry; Tesisted such® a
patently unjust burden. The

Communist Party stood with -

the peasantry, the Congress
Government shot them down.
So the question is not of

an "abstract right to agita-
-tion. ‘The question which-&
“political party has to decide
is whom a particular agita-
tion serves and-in the light
of -this decide to support of

oppose it.. In both Bombay -’

and Punjab, it was agita-

tions of the people for very .

just demands. The Com-

munist Party stood with
" them, the Congress opposed’

them. - .

In Kerala, again, the Edu-

cation Act and the Land Bill
and other legislations of the
Government are in the inte-
rests of the vast majority of

the people. Those  opposing

it are the vested interests.

As the Free Press Journal
wrote (May 25), ]
not have to justify the Com-
munist Government to see
what. is purported to ' affect.
the minorities only affects the
vested interests in education
in Kerala which have in-the
past drawn on the State Ex-
chequer - to fatten themselves
and to propagate a certain.
point of view or to prosely-
tise.” - - ;

The South Indian Review
in the Hindustan Times. has -

‘pointed out: “The Act is be-

ing opposed by the Catholic
Church -which runs a large
number of educational insti-.
tutions in the State as it is

at‘ralc;', ‘l;hg._t,v under’ the new

‘- rala.

“One _~does -

the extent of saying in the

AICC Session, . “Some friends

asked. Kerala Congressmen— .

“Why don't you . constitute

yourselves into a constructive -
' opposition?’

His reply was:
“This is impossible under the
conditions . prevailing in - Ke-
-We can- do nothing
there.)” . :
-What is really wrong is not
with the conditions in the
State which under-the Com-
munist-led Government is en-
joying .democracy and civil
liherties' as never before but,
as the Free Press Journal has
pointed out, what is wrong is
with the condition of the Con-
gress there: ' o
“Indeed, the Congress Pre-
sident has done positive harm
by condoning the lapses of

her-party. The tragedy of the .

Congress in Kerala Is not that
it cannot distinguish. between
frustration and political posi-
tivism but that it presumes
nobody else can either. It
-could have picked upon &
dozen sound issues on. which
to carry on a democratic fight
against the party in- power,

but, thanks to its own empti-

ness - and  earlier dismsl
failures at Government, it has
chosen -the - easler way of

.aligning with the reactionary

forces that are at play any-
where, _any time.” . (May 14).

‘Dangerous
.For Future

All that i3 happening in
Kerala today has sezious con-
sequences. for the Congrésg

direct action and recognise
the dangers of growing com-.
It is’.
still not too late for the =~

munalism in Kerala.

Cungress High Command to
see reason.” (May 21).
. Statesman, editorially * on
‘May 14: “Surely, if -there has
been a breakdown in law and

* order, as alleged by the KPCC

President, it is the .duty of

‘the Central Government to

take éffective action .... Re-
medies for almost all the ills
mentioned by non-Commu-
nist. parties can be found by
means. other than direct ac-
tion .... Opportunist ailiances
will not help the Congress,
but almost certainly have an
adverse reaction when it ap-
peals once again to i{he elec-

torate.”
And later, on May 22:
“Theoretically, the Congress

“hag decided not to support the

school closure campaign; but
the permission given to indi-
vidual Congressmen to close

. schools, however -justifiable

technically, will' be widely re-

garded as a prelude to the-

‘non-violent political agita-
tion” which the Congress pro-
poses to start in Kerala. If
Mr. Ajoy. Ghosh -visited  West
Bengal or Andhra and was
told, by- local Communist

‘leaders that the Governments
“of those States had forfeited
- the confidence of-the people

there because of their ‘unde-

- mocrati¢’ methods, would the

Communist Party be justified
in starting non-violent poli-

‘tical agitation? Charges like
- exploiting State machinery to

further party ends, or denial

something .

= ® by RAMDASS

of polltical rights to ndn-rul- E

ing parties, are heard fre-

quently—and not in . Kerala -

alone—but it ¢ould’ be ex-~

tremely unwise to start non- .
‘yiolent political agitation on
The remedy lies-

that .score,
elsewhere; there are legisla-

tures and courtfs to safeguard .

the Constitution. -Direct ac-

“tion to enforce party ends,

whether by Congress or Com-
munists, is asking for trouble.”

The Free Press Journal edi-
torially commented on. May
14; -

“The depths to which
politics has. fallen in- the
State was seen recently
when the State’s Law. Min-.
ister was physically man-
handled on a public road.
Governments 'hiave never

_fallen as a result of such
erude methods and there is
no reason to believe that
the Kerala | Government
will. The charge-sheet the
Congress Party is said “to
be preparing: against the

E.M.S. Government -will

serve no purpose whatso-
ever if the nature of the
opposition ' remains . un-
changed in Kerala. ' The
people usually hbave their
own charge-sheets and. no
party shall escape them.”

Principle

‘At Stake

Later on May 25, the same
paper wrote: “But more im-
portant than the merits and
demerits of the Kerala Edu-
cation Act, which will in no
case set the Periyar on_ fire,
is the principle of democratic

‘Government and opposition,

And it is this principle -that
is at stake in Kerala.:.

“It is this piece of. legisla:-.

tion (sound in law and under

the Constitution) that is now,

sought to be defied by direct
action, among othets, by Con-
gressmen who are at the helm
of affairs in- -thirteen other
States. (The Congress has
officially dissociated  itself
from the agitation while giv-
ing freedom of action to Con-
gressmen). ‘According to the

‘logic of the distinction be-
tween the Congress and Con-
gressmen, a Minister of a -

Congress Government outside

Kerald may, gs an_individual

Congressman, defy a “piece:of

legislation enacted by . the

Congress Government- and
get away with it!- The absur-
dity of such a situation is all

too apparent to be grafted.

convincingly on the Kerala
scene. S : :

“The  fundamental point is
that Congressmen and others
in Kerala are defying an Act
of a freely elected legislaiure

‘passed "according to constitu-

tional proceduré and under
the law like -any -other Act
passed by any other State
legislature. How could ‘Ccn-
gressmen face the opposition
in the thirteen States in the
event of an agitation against
an Act of a Congress Govern-
ment, plead respect for the
Constitution and. democratic
principles? -~ - ¢
“We are told.by- Congress-
men in Bombay, in the Pun-
jab, in Uttar Pradesh and
elsewhere that the acts of
" legislatures -and  Parliament

can be changed and Gov-’

ernmeénts removed only-by
constitutiorial means. By
the same .analogy and if de-
. mocratic principles upheld
by the Congress have any
validity, the ~Communist
* Gvernment -in- Kerala -can
also be removed  only - by
constitutional means. Any
other means employed by
the Congress will recoil on

itself. Democracy is mnot
dead in Kerala, but it will
.if the opposition is not wise
quences of its actions.”
- The South Indian Review

of thousands of students in
2the State, the Congress can-
: not  afford to take up a non--

cominittal attitude which will

be interpreted everywhere as
- giving tacit encouragement to
the agitation ‘without openly
-suporting- it. It will be re-
membered ' that ° during the

busfare agitation, ‘Congress-

men actively took part.in’ all
_the illegal and unlawful acti-:

vities. of the students, though

in'the end it turned out there
was scant justification for the:

-demands of students. An-<
.other point which has to be . -

remémbered is that, whatever

be, and-not only, in Kerala, '

enogh to see the conse-

of the Hindustan Times said:

“Bit in a matter of sich a -
vital importance to the future -

the shortcomings of the Ke- - -
-rala Education Act, it has - -

passed - through all the con-,
stitutional processes ... Whe-
ther - an -agitation against
such "an Act should take the
form of closure of schools

savouring of direct action me- -
thods, is-a point which de- .

considered far .
- -‘more seriously ,... L

serves to bz

to dislodge the Communists
-from power by all constitu- -

‘tional means and their failure -

is "a tribute .to the discipline

with- which. the Communist -

‘Party is holding- together in

Unlawful - |
- Methods:
“The  opposition ; i)af‘é.iésf o
- have . done their |-utmost . -

rrecarious ' circumstances in-

which any other party would

have gone 'to pieces. Con-

fronted by such a situation

the temptation to have ‘Te-
course to extra-constitutional
'methods ’of - agitation - will,
-indeed, be- great.  But- they
- will do well to Temember:tnat
what ‘they do now will serve
as precedent for the .opposi-:

tion parties in States in which = -
the Congrass is  in  power.”

May 22). _
. The Times of India wrote
editorially on- May 20: .

is open to ~serious -criticism

“The Kerala’ Education Bill -

but the fact remains that it - o

-has finally received the Pre-
sident’s assent.
it remains .in the Statute
Book—the law has yet to be
challenged in the Supreme

- Court—concerted violation of .
its provisions cannot be justi- . - .

fied by any reference to the

_political complexion of the °

Kerala Government. Similar-
ly, if-there is indeed a break-

‘down of law and order in Ké- -
rala, the answer’ does not lie

in direct action’ but with New
Delhi which is entitled under

the: Constitution to step in

and . restore normalcy -....
 Direct action 'Is .a 'weapon
which the Congress must deny

" itself if. Congress Govern- - o

ments are to remain in a posi-
" tion to counter it when it is

wielded by political opponents -
in States other than Kerala.”

- These then are the issues
in Kerala,  this the real face:
of the crusaders. X
ister  Namboodiripad said iIn_
' New Delhi last week that the
Kerala Government was con-

‘fidenit of meeting the chalo . -

lenge. Democratic opinion:
in -the rest of India has
_to rally in 'support of the Ke-

- rala Government because the-

".issues. over which the .battle
will be fought in Kerala ave

issues which have  a° vital

bearing on all our future.

So long as-" .- °

-
T

Chief Min-~-: -




 INTERNATI

The Ninth Interim Report of the International  South Vietnam Government
Commission of Supervision and Control in Vietnam
for the period May 1, 1958 to January 31, 1959, has
recently been released. Quite an amount of interest
has been aroused by it, more specially in India in view
of the responsibilites our country has fo shoulder for
the implementationof the Geneva Agreements of 1954, -

JESPIIE certain weaknesses

and inadequacies, any im-
partial reader of the ‘report
will definitely come to :the
conclusion that it is South

- Vietnam (Republic of Viet-
nam) which is the guilty party
so far as the maintenance of*
tension and the lack of full
implementation of the Geneva
-Agreements is concerned. .

First, take the question of
. democratic freedom guaran-
teed under Articles 14(c) and
14(d). The Commission briefly
states, “During the period un-
der review, the Commission
réceived 49 compldints from
P.AVN. High Command ag-
ainst the Governmient of the
Republic of Vietnam and no
* complaints against the PAVN
.. High' Command alleging ‘vio-
- lation of Article 14(c).” (Chap-
ter 3, para 14).

Tlius, even the Di.elil re-
gime is forced unwittingly

to pay a tribute to the De-

mocratic Republic of Viet~

nam by being unable to
point to a single violation
of democratic freedoms in
North Vietnam during the
six months under review.

The Report also states:
“The Commission, while revi-
ewing the situation, reaffirmed

* its stand with regard to Artl-
cle 14(c) and expressed its -

regret over the attitude main-
tained by the Government of

- Republic of Vietnam. .... The

Commission held that the
party had not afforded all

possible assistance and coope- -

ration.:. to enable the Com-
mission to supervise the im-
plementation of Article 14(c).”

After trying to hush up the
Phu Loi concentration camp
massacre and the arrest and
torture of Miss Tran-thi-Ly—
which roused vigorous protest

throughout the world—the

has been compelled to reply to -

the Commission, which is now
considering this communica-’
tion (Chapter 3, para 12):

Secondly, the Report throws
interesting light on the in-
_creasing ‘American intrusion
‘into the affairs of South Viet-
nam. .

In Chapter V Para 31, the
Commission has felt it neces=~
sary to ask the South Vietnam
Government to send back by
June. 1959 the American. Mili-
tary . Mission called TERM

_(Temporary Equipment Recov. -

ery Mission). :

Further on, in Para 34, the
Report takes note of the fact
that 759 more American
military personnel (totalling
in all over 2,000) came into
Soith Vietnam than left it.
It goes .on to add: “The
Government of the Republic
of Vietnam was informed

" that the Commission was
holding in abeyance for fur-
ther censideration the im-
plications fo be drawn un-
der Article 16 of the Cease-
Fire Agreement. . ...”

_The lack of cooperation of
the Diem regime was so mark-

ed with regard to the Com-
mission’s investigation of mi-
litary - bases, introduction_of
fresh troops; ete., that it has
strongly stated: “The Gov-
ernment - of the Republic of
Vietnam was also informed
that the Commission . would,

under Article 43, inform the-
members of the Geneva Con-:

ference that the Commission’s

activities ‘were being hindered

in these cases as the party did
not allow the Commission to
exercise . control and super-
vision as considered necessary
by the Commission.” (Para 29)

This deliberate refusal  to
cooperate on the part of the

South Vietnamese authorities

is most glaring in the case of
the implementation of the re-
commendations and final sug-
gestions for the administration
of the demilitarised zone thro-
ugh” a- joint commission.

Following the withdrawal of
the French Military Mission
from the Joint Commission on
April 15, 1958, “the .Govern-
ment of the Republic of Viet-
nam informed the Commis-
sion that not being a signatory
to the Geneva Agreement it
could not take part, under any
form, in the activities of the

~ * FROM PAGE 7
“to appear clearly as the sessions
proceeded, as the resolutions
were hammered out, as the
clear call for cooperation in the
common tasks went out to all
organisations working for peace
and .independence, as the regi-

onal meetings ‘were held and-

thalked out_regional actions to
link up with:the Central World'

- Campaign for a ‘Summit Con-
ference. = % - )
At the same time, a-special
organisational commission, set
‘up by the Buréau at Moscow,

had begun work and ‘continued -,

jts labours. through the entire

" .gession. It framed proposals.

for changes in the" organisation-~
al “structure. No more would
‘a single President head the
movement. - This was no longer
in conformity with “the present
position and future develop-
ment of the movement,” which
simake it necessary that the
body at its Head should be col-.
. legiate, a Presidential Com-
-mittee.” .

To meet at least twice a year,
this committee is-now at the
“head of' this movement. . The
-Council approved this -proposal
after it had been adopted by the

Buregu-and-elected a Presidium- '

.of 24 eminent world -figures,

represgftative of all the regions

of the®world.. - .- )

- Among them are Professor

~ J. D. Bernal (who becomes first
Chairman of the Presidium),

Ilya Ehrenburg and Alexander
Korneichuk of . the Soviet

Union, Kuo Mo Jo of China,
Madame Cotton, President _.of
‘the Women'’s International De-
ynocratic Federation, D'Astier
and Casanove of France, Ma-
dame Isabelle. Blume (Belgi-

“ um), Rev. Endicott (Canada), -
(Poland), -

Professor ~ Infeld
Proj. Friedrich (German Demo-

crztic Republic), Lundquist -
‘(Sweden), Antoﬁie 1‘abet‘(Le- E
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 SESSION OF

banon), Taﬁetti and Spano
(Italy), Guzzelli (Argentine),
Velasco (Brazil). -

From Indig Dr. S. D. Kilch-
lew and Pandit Sundarlal are
members - of the Presidentual
Committee. .

Seats are reserved on the
Committee for representatives
from Africa, the U.S.A., Indo-
nesia, Japan and from Latin
America.

A new. Secretariat - is being
appointed by the Presidential
Committee, This Secretariat
which is also to be a collegiate

Lbody, acting together with equal

responsibility is to consist . of
Secrgetaries who “do not repre-
sent their own national move-
ments but the world movement
as a whole”, “chosen primarily
for their experience -and their
personal capacity and not for
their nationality.” s

The new organisation is in-
tended te serve the new realily
of 2 growing universal move=
ment. The enthusiasm with

'WORLD PEACE COUNCIL

received augurs well for the
future. Experience will help
to improve the organisational
machinery- still further. Mean-
while, the Bureau and - tbe

" Council themselves are. being

strengthened and made more
representative.

Both from the political and
. organisational points of view, -

the Council Session at Stock-

- holm was a great advance
and filled members with con--
" fidence and hope. The under-. -

lying note of all speeches was
.one of pride in our success,
in the growth of the movc-
ment, but at the same time a
pride which led. not to com-
lacency and inaction, but to
renewed efforts. .

Professor . Bernal. described
today as “the turning point be-
tween war ~and peace”—and
precisely because of this, as he
said, “the dangers are at their
greatest." P

1t is “now or never” for the
jmperialists. Fight and make
it “never.” Let us . turn this

which the changes have - been corner fast towards - peace—to-

. Gold Medals ! |

A T the end of the Szs-
F% sion of . the ‘World

Peace Council at Stock-
. - _holm, announcements

" continttous  activity, its

successes-in the world .si-
gnature  compaign, - its
splendid Journal Antarja-

were made of the award  tik.

- of Gold medals for oute

- standing work for peace. -

Among the recipients of
gold medals are:

@ The West Bengal
Peace Council with

‘its excellent reco'rdi of

® Dr. Trisiao Braéahza
. Cunha, leader of the
Goan _ liberation move=

- ment who was awarded

the medal posthumously
for his work for peace and
freedom. . :

PAPRAPPIPPR

‘wards the point where with the

- rapid advances of the Soviet

Union, People’s China and the.
Socialist world, with the wvio-
tories of the peoples of Asia,
Africa and Latin America over.
imperialism, with the growing

_ ‘'strength of the working peoples

all over the world—war can be«

-come impossible for the impe-

rialist; to wage. .

 This is the call of Stockholm

—the- glorious perspective, the
bright future.  Stockholm has
given the peace movement an

impetus to move fast round the

corner. The world campaign
for the Summit Conference is
to be the driving force towards
this end. - . )

The Indian participants took
an active part in the delibera-
tions. : . .

Pandit Sunderlal -presided
over the first Plenary Session
after the -inauguration -of the
meeting and made a stirring

" half-hour speech on the pro-

bleéms of naticnal independence
anda of Asia and , Africa. "His
contributions - to the sub-com-
mission on  nationai indepen-

" dence. will not be easily ~for-
gotten. ) : ’

Present for the first time at
a Council session as guests were
M.P.s of the Congress. Party,
Diwan Chaman Lall, Dr. Anup

. Singh, and Sri'Amolakh Chand.

Together with them were ve-
terans of the Peace Council like

‘Major-General S. S. Sokhey,

Sri Vivekananda Mukheriji, Dr.

-Mulk Raj Anand, Pandit Chatur

Narain Malviya and poet Sri Sri
(of Andhra). Their contribu-
tions in the wvarious drafting
committees, in the plenary ses~
sion, in the regional meeetings;
in the special meetings of par-

. lamentarians, scientists, work=’
ers were warmly welcomed by -

Sa

“* Joint - Commission.” . (Chapter

ONAL COMMISSION

2, para. ).

" Thig is a clear indication .

that South Vietnam is tak-

ing a cavalier attitude to the:

question of preventing a re-

sumption of hostilities in

this area.
" The Reports makes it clear

that the demilitarised zone -
was “created with the express -
intention of acting as a buffer '
zone and avoiding any. inci- -

‘dents which might result in
the resumption.of hostilities.”.

And -for the proper super-

vision- of the demilitarised
zZone & jglnt commission *is
urgently -'necessary, which

South Vietnam refuses to-

allow to be established.

» The Commission states that

“it was faced with-a situation

.In regard to the-revival of the’

Joint Commission ‘which it
could not resolve on the spot
as long as the Government of
the . .Republic of Vietnam
maintained its attitude....”
(Chapter, 2, Para 5). It has

gone on to request the Co~'
Chairmen of the Geneva Con-

ference to give this question

‘“their wurgent consideration

for such action as they may
consider necessary.”

Third, it is a healthy sign
that the Commission. has not

been discouraged by this ob- -

duracy. It is the obvious aim

of the South Vietnam author- -

ities, under the active inspi-

ration of the American impe- .
rialists, to make it impossible

for the Commission .to func-
tion, to render thereby the

Geneva Agreements infructu- -

ous and bring the world to the

“ brink along the 17th Parallel.

The Reports states that the
" “Commission. ... will continue

to persevere - in its efforts to
maintain and strengthen

- peace in Vietnam in accord-
ance with the provisions of the

Geneva Agreement.”

In this connection, the
Commission has refused to
confine itself purely to funce

tioning as a truce-supervis- -
ing. body. It has rightly

brought out in its Report
the question of the political
settlement in Vietnam .as
envisaged : by the Geneva
‘Conference. - It appeals to
the Co-Chairmen to “take
effective measures to resolve
the problem as envisaged in
‘the Final Declaration of the

Geneva Conference” (Chap-

ter 7, Para 45)

‘It i3 only fair to mention -

here that the December 22,
1958, messages of Premier
Pham Van Dong of the Demo-.
cratic Republic .of Vietnam

Jhad precisely proposed to:the
South Vietnam .Government -

that a consultative conference
be held to discuss the prob-
lems of peacéful reunification
through the implementation

‘of the . Geneva Agreements. .

The Diem clique-just refused
to respond. The Commission
should be congratulated,

therefore, for raising . again

these vital political issues.

" Democratic’ opinion in-Indis:
should note carefully this Re-
port and the conclusions that
it contains. It is.yet another
example of the way in which
the Americans and thelr satel-

lites refuse to abide by inter- -
‘naflonal agreements previous-’

ly entered into, the ruthless-
ness with which they seek to
build up one -area of tension
after another, It is a warning

that the nefarious game of-
making “Asians fight Asians"”

continues, needing our vigil-
ance’ and resistance.

~ ~MOHIT SEN
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Tibetan girls - presenting_flowers to P.L.A.
soldiers Et a xgass.m_eeﬁng to celebrate the
putting down of the rebellion.

Normalcy has ré- -
d.  vegetahle.
oy Lhasa

“Let us have a
oing: into :
::m%’!iwagsmw congratulate
-each other on-the - crushing - of .
the rebelllon.

| THEIR FARMING

Laaag g

| T IBETAN peasants  are

-now .making ‘a major
-effort to catch up with their
farming time-table. It is
rather late for .the spring
ploughing and sowing; how-
ever, officers and men of the
People’s - Liberation Army
are giving the peasants a big

-hand while pressing on with * -
.. the mopping-up of rebels.

véampAaign.

The Military Control Com-

. mission in Loka area organis-

ed the local inhabitants, sol-
diers and Government office
workers to repair conservancy
works after the quelling of the

+ rebellion. It-showed them how

mutual aid in farming could

be used to advantage to solve -

the difficulty- of lack of
draught animals since most of
the peasants’ animals' had

: been seized by the rebels. - In

meny places, the army lends
its cavalry horses to the local
peasants for farming. . -

. Following the dissolution of

the reactionary Local Govern=

ment and, with it, the disap-
Ppearance.of the oppressive ula

(system of forced unpaid lab-
~our) and other- extortionate

services, the Military Control
Commission has taken a num-
‘ber of measures for the benefit
of  the masses. .

In response to the demands Tebellion in all parts of Tibet.

"of thie local peasantry, it has - .
declared that all who.till the -
land owned by the farmer Lo- "

P, L. A. HELPS PEASANTS WITH ~

cal Government or members of .
the reactionary clique of the -

upper clique of the upper so~ -

cial strata are entitled to
harvest and own the crops
they cultivate.

- THE CROPS -

" In Kaishuksika, for example, -

.' OWNERS .OF :

the former serfs of rebel lead-. "

er Surkong Wongching-Galel

- have organised themselves in-
--to four teams to work the land:

collectively. They work with-a

‘will, for in the old days out of
.the 800 khals of land they tiM-
ed for the serf-owner they had
to surrender all the crops
‘reaped on 500 khals. Now for

the first time Tibetan peasants
will enjoy all the fruits of

“théir own labour.. ~ " -

. !
- " ‘Thanks to the peasants’ en-
 thusiasm born of their new

" emancipation, farming in the

whole of the Loka area is forg-
ing ahead in spite of the late
start. At present the valleys
and. ravines  south of the

Tsangpo  River are humming.

with activity. The slogan here
-is to strive for a bumper har-.

" vest and not waste one inch.’

-of land, while going all out -

to help the PLA put down the.

AID TO THE
 PEASANTS

== Militaty Control Com~

mission in Lhasa has sent
out more than ten special
work teams since its establish-
ment to help the Tibetan pea-
sants on the outskirts of the

- city make up for lost time in

. farming caused by the rebels.
The fields are busy once again. .,
The chugging of tractors can
be Heard on the experimental
farms outside Lhasa. Tibetan
peasant women can be seen in
the fields in a spurt of late .
spring sowing.. - ‘

In former years, too, the
‘PLA garrison in Tjbet used to
make loang-of grain to the
Tibetan peasants on which no-
interest was charged. But in
most cases these fell into the
grasping hands of the reac-

" tionary hierarchy. Now the
Military Control Commission

has issued large amounts of:
interest-free loans of grain
seeds directly to the peasants.
In the Lhasa area alone, five
or six times mere grain seeds
than last year have been is-
sued. At Langruchika, to cite
but one example, 7,500 jin have

been distributed to 35 peasant

households in the village.. -

INTEREST-FREE
. LOANS

In Shigatse; the Branch
Working - Committee of the

Chinese Communist Party has:

'sent out four special teams to
. visit people living along the
Tsangpo and Nyangchu Rivers

and bring relief and interest- -

free loans to needy Tibetan
peasants who had been plun-
dered and persecuted by the

rebels. In these places, the

teams have handed out 835,800
jin: of grain to 5,940. peasant

families to tide them over the’

sp;ing. -

Cadres of the Military Coxi_-’. :
trol Commission in Lhasa and - -

the ‘work -teams sent out by

.the Communist Party Com=

mittee in Shigatse have not

~only brought needed grain to

‘the people. They helped them
work out their belated spring
sowing programme, went into

" ‘the fields to give thé peasants

a hand and helped them build
irrigation.projects as well.
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Adeays pass, it is being -

increasingly - recognise

throughout the world that all’

_ the wreckage from its -past

proposals that the West has.

stuffed " into the “package”

-bearing ' the pompous label

“West's. Peace Plan,” is the

. gbstacle in the way of suc-

. cessful negotiations
— neva. !

"+ Last week, in their speeches
as lengthy as their arguments

.. are scanty, the Western delega-
tes have been performing all*
possible permutations of some
of their negotiable propositions
-with most of their ~ impossible

. proposals ' contained in their
package.’

While harping on German re-
unification, their presentation of

. this 'problem~in their speeches, "

just as their proposals tied up-
. in their package, .shows- that
what the Wesfern Powers dread '

. most is precisély a reunification
of Germany which would even-

.tually sound the death-knell"-

‘of German militarism and re-
move. this focal point of cold:
war from the ~world scene.
 Wrote. Walter Lippman ‘in the
‘New - Yorlk- Herald Tribune
(May, 21): “It is no secret that
" in the Western alliance there is

powerful. opposition to German -

reunification.” :

) Hence, what the Western

- delegates have been doing so

- far in Genevae is to put for-

- ward’ such proposals 1 whick
are kncwn to go against the

.. peaceful settlement of  the
~German problem, and.as such
-unacceptdble to the Soviet
Unriton—proposals which to-
tally ignore the basic facts
about the issues facing the
Geneva Conference.

~

_ Basic Facts Of
- German_Problem

The basjc facts, of . the Ger-
man problem are: the existence -
of two German States, the ne-
cessity for mutual approach and
peaceful negotiations ~ between
them for achieving the peaceful
unification of Germany, the re-

- vival of militarism in West Ger-
many and the necessity to halt
it before the two German States
can -approach each other and
‘become unified . on a peaceful
and equal- basis. - T

. The Soviet draft peace, treaty
' is based precisely on such con- -
‘siderations. The provision ' in
the Soviet draft that - the two.
-'German, States should under-
take the same obligations :of
peacefil development is preci-”
" sely aimed at eliminating one

-of the main obstacles to a rap- .

. prochement between them. The
Soviet Union’s advocacy for an
-early conclusion .of - a peace
“treaty. with Germany conforms

- to the national interests of the
- German people and to the in-
tereésts of European and world
peace. L : e

.. But what do the West’s coun-_
_ ter-proposals amount to? -
" PAGE TWELVE ‘

~ -

at .Ge-

insists on a Western-dictated

phased “German unification”,.

while relegating the question of
‘a peace treaty, in fact, to an in-
determinable future. = Accord-
ing to the Western .plin, a

“mixed German Committee” .

composed of 25 West German
deelgates and only ten East
German delegates is to be set
up, placing at the outset the two
" German. States in great dispa-
crity. S

Moreover, the Committe is to
take its orders- from the four
- Powers, the “electoral law”
drafted by the Committee has

to  be approved- by the four -

Powers, and while the German
people would be undergoing
these processes, the Western
Powers would have their occu-

all the time.

Could such “negotiations”
between the two German
: States be considered as on @
truly equal footing? Could
such an “electoral Law” be
in the interests of and accep-
table to the German people?
And of what sort would be
the “freedom” left for . the
people in West Germany—to
decide their future under the
shadow of the Western boy-
onets? .

_The Western “phased plan” -

pation forces in West Germany °

“freedom and integrity”’—that
is the stationing of the froops
of the four powers in. the “unit-
‘ed . city,”—provides such proof..
o - :

The proceet'iingkﬂ of the Ge-

neva Conference .so far, show

that the Western Powers are

first fundamental reality of
the -German. problem—viz,
the emergence of two Ger-

- man States - which should "

have equal rights in deciding

the future of Germany. Her-"
ter still harps on Germany

“in general” and refuses. to
take cognisence of the pre-

sence of the: G.D.R. delegates
in the same conference room; -

Lloyd = still continues to con-
sider the Government of the
G.D.R. to be not “representa-

tive”; de Murville still pre-
fers to reveal his dislike for

the “regime of the G.DR.”

Revanchists’ . -
Activitiés

More. While the »Géneva
Conference is on, West German
revanchists’ ‘and = militarists’

activities have ‘been. stepped

up. Lemmer, the Bonn Minis-"

ter on all-German duestions, .
has openly: been agitating for
the extension of the West Ger-

~ man regime to G.D.R. At mee-

The Soviet
Draft

"The Soviet draft provides for
the uprooting of militarism and
fascism from Germany, it en-
_visages that. Germany should
not' be armed with atomic wea=

"'pons and should net enter into

any military alliance. directed

- against any of the signatories

to the peace treaty, that foreign
troops should be withdrawn®
from German territory and for-
eign bases removed, and that

" Germany should enjoy complete
- sovereignty and -join the com-

mubity of nations as a full
member.. o )

‘Diametrically - opposite are

" the aims of the Western “pack-

age.” Not only the Western plan
makes no mention of measures
to oppose—still less to eradicate

" —German . militarism and fas-.

cism but it actually stipulates
the continued stationing .of the
Western occupation  forces -on

_German soil even after “Ger- -
man unification” is “agreed up-

on” and gives Germany “full
freedom of decision” to join

"NATO.- What else could it

mean, -other. than legalising
German militarism, Western oc-
cupation of Germany and its
participation in NATO?

-The»‘_ﬁrst three stages of -the
‘Western +<“phased” plan are,

_ hénce, .aimediat liquidating the

Socialist -system in the German
Democratic. Republic,” and in
incorporating it 'in the Federal
Republic of Germany spear=
headed against the Socialist.
world. If more proof is requir-
ed, point two of the Western
plan, evisaging the union of

" . West and East Ber_lin under

tinge and- rallies—like .the so-

called “Silesian rally” and the °

“East Prussian = Landsmanns-
chaft” meeting in West Berlin
~territorial claims on Poland,
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet
Union have been made and the
Geneva Conference has been.
asked to examine these - claims.

On May 16 and 17, in Vienna,

a 300,000 strong rally—the par- -

ticipants had arrived in Vienna
from West Germany, the United

. States and other parts of Aus-
.tria—had demanded “the return

of the three million. Sudetan
Germans to Czechoslovakia.”

These facts show  that the
nuclear-happy hotheads in the

- Western ruling circles are try-

ing their utmost to wreck the
Geneva Conference and to bar
the way to a Summit Confer-
ence, - - IR

But world public opinion to-
day demands that their game
must notv be allowed to s_ucceed.

The Western package, how-
ever, also contains certain nego-
tiable propositions such as, a
four-Power declaration on a
peaceful settlement of all inter-
national disputes.and the refu-
sal to assist an aggresor, seve-

- ral disarmament problems, the

setting up of zones of limited

armaments. But for any discus- -

sion of these proposals the West

- must .unpack .its - “package”,

must accept to negotiate step

by step and give up its present

position of what even the Lon~
don Economist has - to admit

‘as “grotesque immobility.” - -

—RAZA ALl
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still refusing to recognise the

.ployment

'regards the new entrants in the

T HE Minister for Labour

and Employment = came
forward this week with some
candid admissions about the
employment situation in the
country. . .

Inaugurating the first meeting
‘of the Central Committee on
 Employment, - Sri Gulzarilal
Nanda .said in. New Delhi last
‘Monday ' that our Five-Year

spicuous success” in solving the
problems of unemployment and
under-employment in the coun-:

Said Sri Nanda: “The Second
Five-year * Plan . commenced
with a backlog of unemployed
labour force to the- ‘extent of
5.5 millions. - 'It was our hope
when we framed the. Second
Plan that in the course of -its
operation we might provide
employment opportunitiesiequal -
to the new entrants to the la-
bour force.... But even with
the size of the Second Plan that .
we contemplated in, 1956  all
that we could do was to provide '
only 80 per cent of new entrants
with employment opportunities
in . the- non-agricultural sec-
tor....” | . .

After referring to.the hurdles -
against which the Second Plan
had come up, Sri Nanda stated
that these had resulted in a re=
duction in the target .of em=-

from 8 million to 6.5 million.-
- “The met result,” ‘he said,
“would therefore- be" that
when we go into the Third
Plan, two years hence, we

. would. have a larger -backlog

" of unemployment than what
we had when we embarked
on the - Second Five-year
Plan.” Co-

Grim

Prospect

Such is the grim - prospect.
Except for vaguely referring to -
the need “to explore unortho-
dox ways of enlarging the scope
of productive employment”, the
Minister had no . solution to
offer. - ) .

While this -is the situation as
labour market, equally grim
is the other aspect with which
the country has been increa-
singly faced during the last few
years—the loss of jobs of thou-
sands of employed workers as.
a result of closure of factories,
rationalisation, etec. Co

Up to. August 2, 1958, due
to the total closure of 25 mills

over 50,000 workers had been -

It has been estimated that
during the last five years, the
labour force in Bombay textiles
had come down by 70,000. The
same thing is happening in jute.

-mills, coal mines and in other

industries. _

Speaking in the Lok Sabha -
on April 4 last Sri Nanda had
said: “I have calculated” that
the number of man-days lost on

.account of .closures in.one.in~ ..

Plans had “not met with con- -

outside - agriculture -

rendered idle. . .

" NEW DELHI

dustry, ie., the textiles, in a

- single year has been more than

all the man-days-*Jost on ac-.

count of strikes and lock-outs

in that year.” - )

Sri Nanda returned to the
subject in his inaugural speech:
before the Employment Com-
mittee and suggested creation of
a Special Fund to meet the si-
tuation -created by. the closure
of any industrial undertaking—
both to help the continued run~-
ning of the factory as well as
for giving relief to the affected:
workers. - - N )

"~ The Minister further stated:

view .of their heavy #financial
burdens: owing to- _gross . mis-
. management no rescue o’pera-'
tions would be of any avail.”’
Ht_a suggested that in such situ-'
‘ations, it should be made pos-
sible for workers’ cooperatives
or “some other agency” to keep
the plant running. =~ -,
Anticipating resistance he as-
serted, “It may appear to Some’
that perhaps the situation is not
so bad as to warrant any special
action or place additional bur-
“dens on industry on this. ac-
count. I differ. A more positive
and = constructive approach in
this and several other directions
vyﬂl have to be adopted to re-
lieve - distress, ensure sociat
peace and enlist the loyalty of
the working -class.”’ - '

Will Firm Steps
Be Taken r

It is. thus obvious that-
while workers and their or-
. ganisations * who have been
demanding -such _measures.
would welcome and do their
best to see these proposals
implemented,” it is for Gov-

ernment to make up its mind .

. as to how it will deal with
employers—avhether {t nill
continue to succumb to their
pressure and connive at their
evasions or take firm steps to
make them fall in line. x
The third major type-of un-

employment, which Sri Nanda

called frictional, ' concerns
_workers employed oh the ma-

_jor projects. He recognised the -

need for advance planning of - -
absorption of workers rendered -
surplus—a need to which the -
trade union movement has been °
drawing attention for ‘a long :
time now. : S
" 'The Minister recognised that .
the probléms of “unemployment -
among educated . persons” was -
getting aggravated fromi year -
to year. Giving statistics from"

and portial closure of 35, he live register he said that’

while at the end .of March 1956 -
(beginning of Second Plan) the
number of educated applicants -
for jobs was 2.22 lakhs out of a"
live register of 7.05 lakhs, three .
years later (March: 1959) this. .
number had -gone - up to 3.60°
lakhs: out of the live register .-
total of 12.18 lakhs. For the so--
lution of this problem, too, no -
practical suggestions emerged”
from the ‘Ministers’ statement. '

s
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“Somie .undertakings have gl- .
-ready reached a state that in-

- under " the leadership
" different organisations. ...

—ZIAUL HAQ .

in Kerala met in Trivandrum

- Education Act.

N .a statement to the Preas,
the Teachers’ United Front

“has declared the determination
«of the teachers to fulfil their

pétriotic duty by opposing and
defeating the destiuctive agita~
tion of some thoughtless private
school managers against the in-
terests of teachers and students,
‘of education and progress.- = .-
“Though the closure move-

" ment ig directed against the

‘ \Government; the statement
_potnts out, “it is the teachers,

““'the students ~ and the guar~

" gians who have to suffer the
. censequences of this action.
" Herce, at this critical junc--
ture; the tedchers’ movement
< cannot remain silent and in-
. active.” .

“.pQ ‘THE TEACHERS, the.
statement appeals: r _
“wThig is-a struggle-against the
Fducation Act. This Act is not
something that has been sud-
denly presented to us on & fine
morning. The Kerala Education

- Represchtatioes-of a mumbér of teachers’ organisations

recently and decided to form

a Teachers United Front to meet the threat of a section of .
private managers not to reopen their schools after the sum-
"ner. vacation unless the Kerala Government withdrew the

lutionary Socialists and Muslim
Teaguers among us. But above
political affiliations, we are tea-
chers. N RE
%A section of managers are
starting -on a strugglé which
challenges our very existence-as

. teachers. - 'We consider it to be

the duty of every, citizen and -
every political party to discour~
age this struggle.” . ’

The statement appeals to the
political parties, “each. one: of
‘you should make your- attitude
to this struggle clear and help
us to discourage it.”

70 THE GUARDIANS AND
THE PEQPLE, the statement :
says: _ o=
.- “We are as anxious as you
about the schooling of our child-
ren... We appeal to you to
come forward and exert all your
efforts to defeat the attempts of
the managers.” .

TO THE STUDENTS, the

statement points-out:

DETER

3

. ANTI-NAT!

which has ‘received the assent -

“More than any other section
of the people, you will suffer

“4he* most from the school-closing

agitation: .. To prevent this,- to

- prevent the loss of a school year

of lakhs of students, we will be
with you in taking all necessary
measures.. We are : sure you
understand that this struggle
which ‘violates = the sanctity of
our educational institutions,
..which disrupts teacher-stu-
dent ! relations, . is directed
against our culture, education
and the future generation.”

PO FRATERNAL TEACH-
‘ERS’. ORGANISATIONS IN
INDIA, the statement points out
that the “teachers’ movement;i‘n
Kerala is passing through a cri-
tical stage.” A
«A séction of managérs have
begun a struggle against the
Education Act which was adop- -
ted by the Kerala Asseniblyl_ and

of the. President... ¥rom the-
fact that the managers are op-
‘posing it so strongly, you will.
understand the. progressive na-
ure of the Kerala 'Education
Act... The teachers have real-
iged it is their duty to defeat the
agitation. Hence it is that vari-
ous teachers’ organisations have
formed a united front. ‘

_ «we consider that -the tea-
chers’ movement all:over India
ecan 'play 'a significant role in
defeating this struggle.  To
allow the great achievement. of
the -teachers’ movement—the
Kerala Fducation- Act—fto "be
defeated will mean allowing.the

vested interests in -education to
- attack what the teachers’ move-. .

ment as & whole has won _after
decades of struggle.” - -~ y
_ The statement expresses the

confidence - that teachers all-
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over India who have . glorious
‘traditions of struggle will rise
to. the occasion to help - their
Kerala brothers to defeat .this
-offensive . of -reaction in . the
field .of education.: - - .. .
Among the - signatories fo -
_statement are the President and

General Secretary of the Kerala:

- Private Teachers’ Federstion,
the President and General Se-

* eretary of the Adhyapaka Maha~ .
sabha the President and Gene-
-ral Seécretary. Private. School
-Peachers’ Association, the Pre- -
gident and General Secretary-of

the Govermnent Primary Tea~ ..

chers’ Union, the General See-

retary of the Government Tea- * ~
“chers’ Organisation. and repre~ -

sentatives - of the Language:
Teachers® Organisation, North -
Kerala -Private Secondary Tea- -
chers® Union, the Palghat Dis-

trict Primary Aided Tgaqhe!_‘s’

Unlon, ete.

Act is the product of the strug- "
gles of the teachers’ fought
of their

«Outliving all opposition froi

" the day it. was introduced; it -

has now become an Act. If the
present struggle against the Act
‘were to-succeed, it would mean

' the vested interests taking away

all -the gains won by the tea-
chers through bitter struggles .
‘for méany generations. We can-.
-not, we will not allow this.

i -«The ‘school-closure agifation
35 a struggle - against ‘the ad-
‘yancement _ of konwledge.”- I
will result in our future gene-
‘ration wasting one precious year

“in ignorance and darkness. This .

‘goes against our national “pro-
“gress itself. - -
«Hence it is that if a section
of managers thoughtlessly start"
‘such a harmful struggle, we are
‘duly’ bound to oppose them
‘and defeat- their attemp A

- 7O THE - MANAGERS, the

statenmient ‘appeals: -
“private school’ managers
‘have a record of inestimable
iservices to educational progress
‘in-Kerala. But your pres,enii ac-
“tion is destructive and suicidal.
As long as you keep open -the
schools built with the help. of
the people and teachers, so long
will you have the country’s
goodwill and cooperation. Tt}e ]
day you close them you" will
cease to be managers: .
.- «you who . gave jobs to the.
teachers will throw thousands of
them on the streets You who lit

* -the lamp of knowledge will push -
“the children into the -darkness

‘of ignorance.... o
~.“You are taking a step which
is catastrophic, anti-national and
“above all, suicidal. Even at this
]ast moment, we appeal to you
‘4o see the dangers inhefent in
- ‘your step and withdraw from
_‘the path you have. embarked
“upon.” .o
_If the managers refuse to see
“sense, -the -statement warns
“them, “You will be brought: to
‘your senses by the organised
might.of the teachers whom you
. ‘have ignored so far.” |

- TO THE - POLITICAL PAR-
TIES, the statement says:

!> “We are a lakh' ‘of tedchers. °

" "There are Congressmen; Com-

mumists; Praja’Socialists, Revo- -
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members of Ithithanam
NSS Karayogam have issued
g . statement ecalling upon .
all - sections .of people to
come forward  to oppose the
attempts;of Mannath Padma-
nabhan and company to make
use of students to overthrow’
‘the. Government and to con-
vert schools into battle-fields.

- #Ag far as the ordinary peo-
ple are concerned, whether
Nalr- or Ezhaya, this Govern-
ment is'a blessing. Experienc
‘hag shown that. . - .

“1¢ this ,Goéemment' is Te-

ity of forming an alternate

_stable Government? Will re-

servation be abolished?. - Will'
Nair, Christian, Mustim unity -

.be retained? The answers are

in the negative.
" «Hence the present agita-
tion will only help to create .

“obstacles in the path of pro-
gress and Socialism.” -

7 WILL NG

" the leadership of their own
political parties.”

‘"The statement sald that the .
schools min: by thé NSS and ™’

“other individual private ma-
~nagers belonged -to .the -poor

and ordinary Nairs also: They

-were built with Government

moved, s there any . possibi- .

N

A large number of influen- .
tial Nair citizens belonging to -

Kayamkulam town and_the
‘surrounding  villages -
-come out openly against the
anti-Government

nath Padmanabhan.’ )
A joint statement issued by
-them pointed out that it was

.clear that this agitation was
‘not aimed at the best interests’

-of the common people belong- -

ing to the Nair cox_nmuniby..
“Since they have declared
that their aim was to over-

throw the present A Govern-
ment, let them - not split

poor Nairs and Ezhavas in -
the name of reservation and - -

disturb - the peace and.
peaceful life of the people,

have .

~agitation "
‘1ed by the NSS leader Man-' .

- let them on the other hand .
"' fight the Government under

| MUSLIM SCHOOLS
political instability and put - | P

aid and with contributions
from the people. Before clos-
ing down such public institu-
tions - and - endangering the
education

twice.: - . k

- Défend Education
tees are being formed in diffe-

Muslim League, told
‘the . representative of
the - HINDU when he
met Thangal at the
. Kozhikode Railway Sta-
‘tion on May 18 that .
Muslim | .schools would
" not be closed from June
1 as desired by Sri Man- .
|’ nath Pidmanabhan and
“}~ that they did not agree
with Sri Padmanabhan’s
view regarding the = ré-
" servation . issue. ‘The
League, he said, wonld
be issuing .a . statement

* shiortly. . explaining' _its -

of .. students the
. leaders of -the present. agita-
tion would do well to ' think

Commit. -

WILL NOT
BE CLOSED .
: H AJT ABDUR RAHI- |.
Xl "mAN  BAFAKI
THANGAL, - President
‘of the Kerala State

rent parts of the éta’te to.re-
sist the. threat -to-close *down
" schools. L .

Federation workers and guar-
dians.of Edavanakkad village

held to consider the situation
that might arise if privately’
managed' schools were to be
closed. - . o
There -wis . only one
church school that might be
closed. The meeting decid-
ed to help the other schools
. numberinig four to accom--
modate more - students’ so
that the clesing down of the
church school -would 'not
affect fhe education of chil-'
_dren in the village. - .

A defend education. com-
mittee consisting of 41 mem-
bers was formed..

‘Similarly at a- meeting of
students’ Federation workers’
and guardians interested in
defending education held in
Nharakkal village, a commit-
tee was formed to carry on
powerful campaign among the
‘people: against school-closing
and to form broad-based de-
fend -education. '~ committees
in all the wards. i

Chellanam - 1 a - Catholic
centre near. Ernskulam. - The
leaders: of the school-closing:

_.campaign called a meeting
there on.May 13 to form a
committee to support the
campaign to organise volun-
teers. . C : -

Nearly 500 Catholics . from
the Chellanam parish attend-
-ed the meeting. . The, Vicar of

' the .local . church. presided.
‘He first read. the eccleslast!-
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. cal circular. letter” issued by,

i

A meeting of the Students’"

| (Ernakulam . District)- -~ was: '’

" "INTO BATTLEFIELDS
T,Hm'riz one prommentGROWING | PROTESTS |

the Catholic Bishops calling -

for “shedding blood” in- the

cause of private school mana-

gers. . .
Members from the audi-

. ence started - asking ques-

< tions -and rTaising doubts.

. and a big landlord, tried.to

- “answer them.. But the peo-
ple were not satisfied, finally .
the Chairman dissolved the -
meeting and walked away. .

The majority  of- Catholics

" present who were.poor pea-

sant§ and-agrieultural labour-
‘ers, when the " meeting ‘was
" dissolved went in a procession
shouting slogans against- clos-
ing-down of schools. . e

- Almost similar was the fate

- of the meeting convened in”

Kottekkad parish. Here many -

from the audience stocod up
-and-said no trouble should be
" created in -schools which- re-
mained open and when they.-
walked out of the meeting, ¥
-came to a close. . o

In Thodupuzha, a Muslim

Citizens’ Committee has beed

formed to effectively meet the
school-closure agitation. ‘The
Committee was formed ~at a
meeting of Muslims atténded
by 120 representatives from all -

‘over -the taluk. The.consensus -

of.opinion in the meeting was
that it would be shicidal for
_Muslims to join the .present
communal #gitation. Specially
the Land Bill-is beneficial to
‘the vast mapority of Muslims
and the meeting felt .that all
people irrespeetive of commu-

nities -should rally to get it

implemented. 7
* 'A’ similar meéting of Mus-
lims of Pathanamthitta taluk
.’said that- the, School-closure.
agitation of ~the ’ managers

would impede. the’ €ducation:,

" gnd progress of ofdiridry Mus-
L

H
o H
ks
i

“&ri B. M. Peter, an ex-MLA ~

T




WEST BENGAL STA TE EXECU"'I VE MEETS

Immedmte Cammn

On

Food And For Eend

THE n e w1 y-constituted .

West Bengal State Exe-
cutive Committee of  the
‘Communist Party
Calcutta. on May 13 and 14,

. With a view to implement
the decisions adopted by the

" State Conference of the Party,
which was held from April 8 -

' 612 last, the Executive Com-
mittee set up the following
Sub-Committees: Agit-Prop,
Kisan, Trade Union, Cultural,

- Refugee, Party Education, Lo-
cal Self-Government, Students

and Youth, Party Fund, Par-

llamentarykpubllc Health and
-Rellef, Women and Peace and
,Friendshlp

. Thega” Sub- Oommﬂ:tees, '

which will work wunder the
guidance of the Executive
Committee and in cooperation

- with the Secretariat, have
been assigned specific tasks
for improving and developing
. the Party’s work in their res-
pective spheres

For Smo-Indlan
Fnendslup

'l‘he Commlttee also decided
to launch the following cam-
paigns and movements in the
., immediate future {

. Strengthening ‘Sino-Indian
- friendship, which has suf-
fered a set-back of late follow-
ing the counter-revolutionary
- uprising in Tibet, Baithak and
public- meetings_will be held

met in

throughout the State. Mass
rallies will be held particular-
ly at district centres. Mass
‘sales of the Party’s Bengali
‘pamphlet -On" Tibet, will' be
‘organised as part.of the States

wide campdipn which is sche=

duled to culminate in a big
rally 'in Calcutta on May 28.

) Struggle for recovery of
" surplus Iand, ete.: ‘The ki-
- sans’ struggle for the recovery
of surplus land - illegally re-
tained by erstwhile landlords
-through mala fide transfers,
partitions, - ete.,
broadened and. developed un-
der central guidance

'Dlstnbutlon of
Surplus Land

The Executive Committee
further decided to initiate a
wide mass campaign for. the
.immediate distribution of
about 100,000 acres of, surplus

- land which have already vest-

ed in the State.
The Committee also directed

" its Kisan Sub-Committee to

draw up 8 plan for a mass
campaign for the enforcement
of the law exempting home-
stead land up to one bigha
from payment of rent and

fixing graduated scales ot rent.

above that limit.

© United wmass " action * for

food : During the past fort-
‘night, the food: situation in
West Bengal has:become in-
creasingly critical.

r.:&)

has to “be’

" Since the Government order
fixing the prices of different
varieties -of rice was promuls
gated in January. this year,
vice has never been available
at the controlled rates, prices
in the blackmarket being
higher by three to four rupees.

Now the prices have further

shot up by two to three rupees,

and the upward swing ronti-
nues, But, even at these prices

rice i3 not just available. Re-

ports reaching from all parts

of the State show that rice

stocks ‘have suddenly disap-
peared from the market.

The .number of modified

_ ration -shops in most areas are

..not atall adequate'and on top

"ot it, the rice suppHed to these
shops is rottenm and Hberally

- mixed with stone chips! More-

-over, & large number of poor
people are unable to lift thelr
quotas because of the system
of 1ssulng ratlons once in a
week,

* In several. shops, the price

charged for low grade rice. - -

is Rs:. 26 per maund, but in
the Cash Memo the price is
shown as Rs. 19 a maund!

Communists -
Had Warned '
e o Ty

months ago. It repeatedly
warned the Government and
suggested ' concrete steps to
tide over the difficulties. But
the Govemment’neither paid

- Tre:

.more than Rs. three per ‘year,
. I the basic metals, we see a
fall in earnings. This is s6
“because even though iron and
Steel workers get Rs. 1,928 for~
. the year, the earnings of
workers engaged in both fer-
rous and non-ferrous metal
rough-casting. and rolling are
very low—about Rs. 1,000 to
Rs. 1,200. Petroleum, ship-
building and fine chemicals
_workers appear to have regis-
tered some appreciable ad-
vance in 1957. :

Taking all the States toge-

ther, average dally earnings
ranged from Rs. 1.35 in pro-
cesses allied to agriculture to
Rs. 6.29 in products of petro-
_leum and coal.

"Average daily. eaming of a

' . tobaéco worker ranged from

. Rs. 1.60 in Bombay, 1.64 In
Madras, 1.98 in Kerala to Rs.
- 357 in Bihar and Rs. 296 in
-Andhra Pradesh. It is obvious
that the predominance of
- - small-scale " bidi industry in
the former States and the
existence of large-scale clga-
- rette industry in the latter
'Jnade all the differénce. ~
“Textile earnings per day
. Tanged from Rs. 5.11 in Delhi
and Rs. 497 in Bombay to Rs."
251 in Kerala; Rs. 293.In
Andhra Pradesh and Rs. 3.0
in Madras. . )
- Earnings of chemical work-
«ers. per ‘day. ranged from Rs.
454.in Kerals, - Rs. 482 in
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Bomhey and Rs, 326anihar
to Rs. 210 and Rs. 263 in

~Andhra. ang . Madras respec-

tively .

Dalily earnings in. the basie
metal industry varied from
Rs. 548 In Bihar, Rs, 437 in
Bombay, to Rs, 2.61, Rs, 2.51
and Rs. 2.64 in Madras, Kerala -
and Andhra Pradesh respec-
tively. -

West Bengal, Mysore and
Madhya - Pradesh have not
furnished this data at alkL

cash. allowances and bonus
components of the earnings,
the picture  is as follows in

. some of-the States:

E«ar*méﬁ

o S5

ctory

Parishad
tendency 15 to lower the basic interests of- the. people.:

wage component and raise the
cash allowances, “including
dearness . -allowance. This
means the worker is losing in
superannuation- and retire-
ment benefits that are calcu-
lated on the. basis of basic
wage only. - -

Only in" Punjab  the basio
wage component. has risen
from 85.26 in 1956 to 90.6 per
cent in 1957. This is signi-

_ficant of small-scale industry
As regards the basic wage, -

coming to a settlement on the
_basis of - all-inclusive wage
rates, cutting off. allowances.

And then we find a general
tendency to reduce the bonus

any heed to these suggestlons
nor, sought the cooperation of”
‘the Opposition parties. :

" The crisis precipitated today
is the direct outcome of the

bankrupt policles pursued by

" the ‘Government.

The Executive Committee
viewed the rapidly worsening
‘food situation with grave con-
cern ‘and demanded that the:
following measures be taken
immediately to arrest any
further deterloration in’ the
situatifon: -

(1) Making up-ot the entiré
deficit by the Centre; (i) pro~
curement of 500,000 tons of
rice from the mills and hoara-
ers and through purchaseg in
:the open. market;  (iii) suffi-
‘eient ' and regular supply of
rations to modified  ration’
shops and to bona fide retail
dealers; ‘increase in the aum-

ber of shops in all areas; no ’

increase ‘in Trice prices above
Rs. 17-8-0 per maund; (iv)-

weekly system of. 1ssulng ra=
tions. should be changed for

T HE Fourth Utkal State
Conference of the
‘Communist Party of India .-

was held at Cuttack from
April 14 {0 19.

Opening the inaugural ses-
sion of the Conference, after
Comrade Sadhucharan. . Mo~
hanty had hoisted : the Red
Flag, -Comrade Gurucharan
Patnaik, Secretary of the Ut~
kal State Committee of the
Communist Party, called upon
the delegates to rally to defeat:
the reactionary combination

- of the Congress-Ganatantra

coalition agalnst the-
- He:
called on them to march tor-"
ward for a happy, prosperous
Orissa under the leadership
of -the Communist Party and
to build a strong mass Com-
munlst Party to achieve this.

three instalments in the week;
) suﬂiclent relief should be
given and wide test relief work
should  be arranged. in the
rural areas -at the rate of
Rs-'1-8-0 per day; (vi) all-
parties’ committees should be

set up up to the union and -

ward levels.

. Reminding the people that

the present . Government,
:vilhich is more ‘interested in
e

people, could not be moved
unless there was a powerful
mass movement, the Executive
Committee appealed  to all

democratic organisations and

Left parties to Iainch a po-
werful, united Statewide
movement to force the Gov-
ernment t0 implement the
above-mentioned measures.

.ed upon all Party units to
throw in their full weight for
mobilising the masses of peo-
ple in the food movement.

in 1957, had betrayed all its
promises fo the people and
had resorted to all nefarious
mean$ to keep itself in office.

(At last when it found it un- .

able to continue any further,
it-had now.joined hands with
.the feudal Ganatantrs Pari-
‘shad. Comrade Patnaik call-
ed on the Party and the Left
-forces in the State to unite to
fight for the cause of the
people and frustrate all reac-
tionary moves of the Con-
gress. ) .

.'I‘he
adopted by ' the Conference

.Sald, “For the last two years,- -
" -hecaues ~of

‘the division
amongst the Right reactiona-
ries, specifically -the Congress
and the Ganatantra Parishad,
and because of mass pres-
sure, the Congress had been
compelled to make some pro-

- gressive  declarations. The

On the agenda of the Con-
ference - were Political and
Organisational reports and
resolutions, the question of
land reforms, implementa-
tion of the new Party Cons- -
titution and resolutions con-
cerning many burning- prob-
lems of Orissa.

Out of 162 dolegates
. elected, 132 attended the

State Basic Cash Bonus Basic Cash . Bonus
. Wage allowances - " Wage allowances
i with DA . with DA
(in per:cent) (in per cent)

1956 o 1957
Bihar - 82.27 21.53 " 13.60°.  59.7 22,0 125
Bombay  49.87  42.91 6.TT 48.6. 46.1 4.8
Madras 56.00 35.87 - %.53 50.6 32.9 7.4
Punjab 85.28 11.46 '2.85 - 90.8 8.1 0.5
UP. = 63.38 3211 ©2.92 .58.9°  38.8 1.8
Delhi 60’.30 33.13 5.91 59.5 34,5 5.5

This reveals thaf the bonus in 1957, .

component Is highest in Bihar.
‘This is because of the incen-
tive bonus schemes of the
Tatas that mean more exact-
ing-work for the worker.

This also shows that in' all
the States except Punjab the

Such are some of the trends
that- this' study of earnings of
factory workers in our coun-
try in 1957 reveals. .

Quite gbvipusly, the study is
i1llin£¢:).ortant for all trade unlon-
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Conference along with some’

~ observers specially invited

by the -State Committee.
Among the delegates were
20 poor peasants, eight
Adivasis, three agricultural

Iabourers and three work- E

ers. Eighty-two - delegates
came from the kisan front,
ten from the  trade union.
front and 70 were whole-
timers ‘of the Party

-Politiéal '

Report

Introduclng - the  Politfcal
Report, Comrade Gurucharan
Patnaik sald that- the Con-
gress, after it came fo power

feudal and reactionary fotces

in the 8tate feel that their -

influence and interests have
been jeopardised. The demo-
cratic forces, in spite of their
weaknesses, have utilised this.
situation in the interests of
the people. The Congress,

_due ‘to its anti-people policy;

is getting more and more

isolated from the masses. -

Realising all this, the  re-.
actionary forces of the State
are -trying to consolidate in

a new way, by making a coali- - -

tion with the Ganatantra
Parishad. This has been pos-
sible because of the - weak-
nesses - of. the . democratic
movement. The Praja 8o-
clalist Party is responsible
for fostering. illusions in the

‘people about the Ganatantra

Parishad -and creating a divi-
sion ‘ingide the democratic

movement by its consistent Y

refusal to cooperate with the
Communist Party in further.-

ing the people’s cause.”

The Conference decided

‘that the - Communist Party

* SEE FACING PAGE
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those to whom lt causea hard-
‘ship—there should be at least’

profits of the hoardems . |
than the liveg of the common - °

The Committee further call-

'Politieal Résolution

SRR A

AT R A P S e B O T SRR
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W HEN the new US-Pak
bilateral military Pact
was 'signed at the beginning -
of March and a new wave

“of ahxiety swept - through

India, the Amencans and-

their friends in this counfry .

tried their utmost to play.
down its  significance

‘assured us that there was
nothing ~ to.. be worried
about, at ledst there was

. nothmg new in ‘this Pact,

it was imerely a continua-
tion of old arrangernents.

Events since then have
shown that whether it is
under old arrangements oOr
new, -.the arming and training"
of Pakistani forces in ' ever

|  more modern weapons is pro-
. ceeding at an ever quickening

pace and they are being in-
jected -with an ever more
aggressive spirit.

“The latest in the series is
‘the U.S. supply of amphibi-
ong trucks to Pakistan, Four.

- hundred of the- projected
1,500 are already reported
_ to have arrived; the rest
will "be coming in due
course. It is said that the
- entire consignment after
:allowing for a reserve of a
few hundreds will be suffi--
cient to ferry as many as
three - attacking divisions.
across rivers and other
.wa :

Over nnd'above;this it s

reported that the first con-.

signment of seven or eight-of
America's B-57 bombers is to
be . delivered spon. - This.
said to be part. ‘of the . pro-
e to arm Pakistan with
a 25-strong squadron of these
bombers of superlor ﬂre-_

" power.

The first-ever air’ defence
exercises in the history of the
so-called” Baghdad Pact were
held recently. Great  sighi-

ficance is attached to these-

exercises for they indicate a

certain stage of advance pre- -

paredness in striking capacity

that has been reached by the .-

air forces of Turkey, Iran and
Pakistan .

“Units of the U.S.}aild Bri-
tish Alr Forces participated in
the exercise in the role of
“aggressors” - - and
Jones,” Director of the Pact’s

.Combined Military Planning
‘under whose overall -

Stafr,
supervision they were held,
announced that the valuable

experience gained will‘be uti- "

lised for formulation of plang

.for continued strengthening

of the “defence posture” of

the Pact’s reglonal particl—=
: . fanaticism and hysterla will

pants

Aggressive mﬂltary prepara-
tions are thus undoubtedly be-
ing raised to 2 new high level.”
- India’s protest over the shoot-

" catried

General’

ing down ot the Ca.nberra has .

been finally. rejected.,. Mean-
‘while, a' new anti-Indian cam-
paign ‘has been launched in
the Press and over the Radio.
The communsal disturbances
in some. parts of India have

‘been seized upon to

thiz country, its ‘Governmeént,
and - people. The frials in
Kashimir and revelations bes
ing made in course of them
have evoked furtherire from
official and.  non-official.
spokesmen. N

ltnsinthls background‘

ithat the continuing cam-
. paign for “joint ~ defence”
with India hag to be viewed.
. One interesting feature of
. this campaign is that it is
on more in the
United States than in Pakis-
tan itself. The reasons for
. this:are obvious. Everybedy
knows that this “joint de-
fence” is an American idea
- meant fo lull and pressurise
~ India, 3 new weapon in the
. USA’s war of nerves against
lndia ’

As far as the people and
the military forces of Pakistan
are concerned it is realised in
ruling circles that anti-Indian

have to be maintained in
order that the Pakistan peo-
ple can be effectively duped
to become pliable tools in their
plans of aggression.
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must take the lead to unite
all democratic forces for a
broad-based ‘mass movement

in the State to meet reac-
tion’s challenge. -

The Organisational Resolu-.
tion has broadly characteris-
ed the present organisational
problems as:
‘arising out ‘of expansioi and
development of the Party;
(b) the present organisational
lags and weakness; -and (c)
fundamental weaknesses.,

@‘or A Stromnger
E’nrty '

" The Resolution said that
while preparing to fulfil its

duty to defeat the feudal .

" xeactionary combine against
the interests of the masses,
to Tead the masses of peo-
ple into action, to cope with-
‘the -growing multifarious
-tasks of the Party, it was

necessary to remould and,

make . the Party strenger
.and more powerful, to build
-3 ‘broad-based mass move-
ment by rousing and orga-
-niis$ing the consciousness of
the generdl mass of people
under the leadership of the
‘Party.

i Comrade ‘Ramakrushna Patl

dntroduced the broad outlines’

«of -the programme for a
happy, pmspemusonssa It

..jmm,naas

SA '&

(a) preolems

was *left to the new state

Council for finalisation and

circulation to the people.’

RBesides these,
ence adopted a number of re-
solutions amongst which the
ones on Land Reform and

Distribution of Fallow. Land_

were the main.

The Resolution on Land Re-

form characterised’ the Land

Reform Bill brought by the ~
Orissa” Congress Ministry as .-

a reactlonary Bill, - which
would lead to . eviction of

tenants on a mass scale.

The Resolution demanded:

(a) fixing celling at 15 stan-
dard acres of canal-irrigated
land and 22.5 acres.of ‘rain-
fed land; (b) distribution of

surplus and -eultivable waste’

lands amongst poor and land-

less ‘peasants; (¢) exemption .

of rent up to ‘dve acres of
land; (d) abolition of all in-
termediaries and so on.

the Confer-"

© N@EE@E

on behalf of the - Secrefariat
of the.National Council. -of
the Party, addressed the dele-

gates. Analysing the present

situation in Orissa, he said:

_ “The present ' political
situation with regard to the
Congress-G.P. coalition is a
very important development
* in Indian politics. Thisisa
consoldiation of reactionary
forces. It is a sign‘of the
weakness of the Congress,
a sign of its bankruptey.
Mass movemenis and mass
organisations become a big-
ger necessity to  confront
such a coalition and such a
sitmation. .

“The weakness of the Left
movement and the Commu-
_nist Party is responsible for
this reactionary alliance.
Unless the Left movement
is strengthened and the
Communist Party takes the

- lead in it, the reactionary
forces cannot be defeated.”

The Conference adopted a

number of resolutions, includ-
ing those on  the US.-Pak
Pact, India-China friendship
and = Tibet, Preservation of
Democratic Rights of Work-
ers and Peasants, - Greetings

to the Government and Peo~-
‘ple of Kerala, ‘Gram Pancha--

yats, Trade Union Movemen..,
ete. X

Comrade ,Bhupesh Gupta,
who attended the Conferénce -

For A Party
Daily

The ~Conference discussed
the proposal for a Party daily

(at present there is only a -

weekly) and directed the new
State Councll to draw up
plans for the daily 1t called
upon all Party members,
friends and well-wishers to
‘collect funds for the same.

NEW AGE

-san Jend,.
. Laxman Pu;arl and Brpra.

wazl:abad ,

SER.IOUS ohargw ot
sqnandering of public

funds have been brought

against the . National Pro- -

Jects Construetion Corpora-

. tion ‘in connection with the

Corporation is building in
Delhi across the Jumna.

The Gorporatlon is a
Government concern - nnder

and Power..

declared intention to give .
maximum benefits to the
.workers and to’ give oppor-

.$ tunity to the engineers to

work on their own - rather
'than through contractors. -
In the construction ‘of
the Wazirabad Weir, how-
ever, it seems these inten-
tions were given the .go-by
right from the heginning.-.
Not only was the work al-
Iotted to ‘contractoers; it is -
alleged that no tenders even
were invited... Work was al-
lotted a.rbxtranly to certain !
, which are reported -
to be connected with cer- .
tain officials. of the Corpo-
ration, ' -
Still more serious is the
allegation that the.contrac-
tors were not- hound down .
to any firm commitments
with the result that soon’
after work began they ask- "
.ed for and secured an up-
ward revision of rates, thus
making several lakhs of
rupees by this device alone, -

lahour
charges for stone masonry.

While the National Pro;ects
Construction  Corporation:

STATE OF AFFAIRS IN A
GOVERNMENT CONCERN

* FROM A CORRESPONDENT

" low as Rs, 33 per hundred}

_eft., it actually ‘accepted$’

" ¢ft. This contractor is said
" 40 h? ot th 'k done
Wazirabad Weir that the - - 1o have got the wor

" ¢ of Rs: seven for every hun-3.’
- dredcf

- demanded an upward revi-

laudable objects, it has the - -

_thug confirming the ‘suspi-

- brick kilns in Delhi and
. their production exceeds 50
" - ecrores of bricks per year.. -

" NPCC preferred to securel -
the material through mid-¢"

Aristance is given in this .

- connection of ‘It is interesting to note

. half away from the Wazira-
' station, Coronation Pillar,

vy s

-‘?S

had recewed qnotatrons as

thetemSoﬂeredbya.taa-

voured _contractor - whichg .

were Rs. 35 per hundredg.

at Rs. 28 per hundred. eff.
thus making a clean saving

Not sntlsﬂed with this he

sion soon after 'the -com-
mencement of work, plead-
jng that he was having to
do the work at a loss. - The
NPCC authorities were only
too willing to oblige him,

cions about some -of them$

having a finger i’ the pie.} -
" They.raised the rates from}-
“Rs. 35 to Rs. 47 a-hundred} " -
With four lakh ecit.3 -

e.ft.
of -stone masonry work. to
be doneé, this would natu-

rally work out -to a veryg .
“neat sum. :

The quantxty of bricks

' which wonld be nieeded forg -

the barrage was " originally
estimated at 32 lakhs.
There aré over 2 hundred

Instead of enfering into

direet coniract with ~these).
. brick kilng which would3- .
have supplied at Rs. 37 per} -

‘thousand at the site, "the

dlemen and placed ordersg
at. Rs. 45 per -the

.that barely a 'mile-and-a=
bad barrage site, a at Sullage

Messrs. Hindustha.n Cons-

The Conference elected .a '

State Council of 55 members:

and a Control Commission of

three members

The newly constituted State -
Council elected an-executlve .

of 21 with the following com-~
rades: Gurucharan Patnaik,
Rama Krushna Pati, Sarat

Mohanty,

dhury, Sadhucharan Mohanty,

Prananath Patnaik, Rama-

“chandra Mishra, Nanda Ki-
shore Painaik, Abdul Momin,

Rarihar Das, Govind Pradhan,
Durgacharan Mohanty, Ha-
rishchandra Boxipatra, Dusa-
Shivaji Patnaik,

CharanSha.mn

Comrade Gurucheran Pat- -

naik was elected Secretary of

" the State Council. ‘A Secre-

tariat of seven was elected
with the following comragdes:
Gurucharan Painaik, Rama-

‘ krushna Pati, Sarat Patnaik,

Banamali .Das, Ramachandra

Mishra, Durgacharan Mohan- °

ty and Harihar Das
‘A big mass rally on the

“Town Hall Grounds concluded_

the conterenoe

.$ Moreover, this is happening §:

2 the NPCC in ofher pa.rts of
X the country .

nrchased at Rs.
ousand.

" The same story is report-

ed in respect of the supply

of other materials, too—

stone ballast of different3 .
sizes, timber and soon. . 3 °-

Instances of ecriminal
waste which would be un-
thinkable anywhere are Te-

ohips ' (spalls) - obfained
from .dressing of stones for"
stone’ masonry. . This is
utilised . everywhere.’ It - is
broken into ballast and
used on the works.  Here
with utter disregard for
public interest, this so-call-
ed’ public sector undertak-
ing allows- it to go waste’

‘earth.
This is bnt a ghmpse of

what is reported to be’ gomg] .

on, ‘It gbviously needs ‘a
probe and the publie has to §
be taken into confidence,

in Delhi right' under the
nose of the Ministry.

-$ - kody knows what' must be o

‘hapening at thé five -other
hpge projects entrusted to
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truction are using bricks} .
36 l’e"

ported like that of a lakh$
. andahal! c.ft. ‘of stone}

and get -buried - under the -

WYYV




To The
High -

Command

report of an order of the
Government of Madras: -

that might arise as a: re-
‘Ssult of the closure of aided
elementary schools on. ac-
count of the inability of the
managements to comply.
with the conditions pres-
cribed in the recent Gov-
ernment order, the Govern-

ment have issued the-fol-
lowing order on May 1!)

. 31959, detailing the alterna-
tive a.rrangements that are
proposed to be made ...

“In order to avoid unne-
.$ cessary and avoidable delay
in making alternative ar-
rangements if and - when
the fee-levying elementary
schools under private ‘ma-
nagements close down ow-
ing to the inability of the
managements to run these
- $schools on-the conditions
$1aid down in the -earlier
Government order dated
April 11, 1959, the Govern-
ment empower the District
‘$Educational = Officers to

send up proposals to the
Special Officers of District
$Boards or Commxss;oners of

Mumc:pahtxes  concerned

tary schools in the loca.htyg
to absorb the pupils and
the teachers of the affect-
ed schools AN
. “Consequent on the decr-
$sion taken by the Govern-
ment that no-fees should
be. levied in elementary
s¢hools under public ma-
nagement from the. acade~
mic year 1959-60, the Gov=-
ernment p: d an order
¢ dated April 11,-1959, to thesS
effect that two types of pri-
elementary <schools
be ‘recognised,

namely, fee-levying schools
and non-fee-levying schoo-
1s. The fee-levying schools,
‘¢will not be eligible for any
grant-in-aid, but they
would be accorded acade-
miec recognition provided
they conformed to - the
prescribed syllabus. Non-
‘2 fee-levying schools would
"Sbe uligible for recognition

and’ the usual grant-in-aid

aecordmg to the rules and

orders i in force.”

On May 26, the Hindu re=

portmg the comference. of
the Tanjoré District Aided
Elementary School Mana-
gers, said: ]

. “Mr. M. Ra;é.gopala Ai-
yer, Chairman of the Re-

comrse. of his' address,
pointed out that the aided
school managements = were
confronted with a Hobson’s
choice of whether to opt for
no fee-levy and only Gov-
ernment grant -or. fee-levy?
and no Govwernment grant.
He said that it was impos-
sible to Tun the school un-
der either. conditions. .

‘What.advice will the Con-
gress  High Command give
individual Congressmen iny
Madras State who are ma-
nagers of - schools—close

tate against the Congress
Government of Madras?

APAS

3A Ql_lelsiib'n |

“To meet the situation )

ceptlon Committee,. in thed:

down their schools and agi-3-

IR I

‘I‘R.IVANDRUM , May 26°

Despzte assertions to the contrary, by spokcsmen of
the Congress High Command, it is the tsusted-and fopmost
leaders of their Kerala wing who are openly and actively
leading the Christian-Nair communalists’ crusade against
the Commuinist Mim'stfy and their schoal-closure agztatzon

T HESE 1eaders of the XPCC |
have become the spokemen
of the Catholic. Bishops and
Nair fanatics and the language
they speak today is not the lan-
guage of non-violence or:tole-
rance, but the worst tyge of.
sabre-rattling and bellicosity.
At meetings. organised by the

Catholic and Nair communal -

elements, Congress leaders give
calls for forcible overthrow of
the Government in the State.

Another _
Precedent !

Here is one, straigh! from
the horse’s mouth. Sri P. S.
Geo-rge, Treasurer of the KP-
CC, declared: “I wish to in-
form you that Kerala is going
to créate also the prccedent of

“-overthrowing a Government
without the ballot box.” (Ma-

. -layala Manorama, May 24) -
The Congress. leader made

this announcement at a meeting -
in Ranni on May 22 organised to
accord a big reception to Sri

Mannath Padmanabhan; the
Nair, satrap of Kerala.
- It is quite a common prachce
for Congress leaders in Kerala
today to associate themselves as
_ organisers and speakers, efc.,
with the meetings of the NSS
and Catholic church. The Ranri
meeting was only one in scores
of such meetings.

Sti P. S. George who maugu-
rated ‘the Ranni meeting made

]OINT STATEMENT ——— rno rrovr pacs

- deed are such as should-
unite all those who -stand

liftment of backward commu-
nities exists in every State in
India and under the Central
Government. also. The . mis-
chievous propaganda = about
interference - with  religion
under the Kerala Education

Act is again meant to whip ap |

religious and communal pre-
judices.  T?
tion' Act ‘makes no interfer-
ence whatever with religious
freedom or other fundamen.,al
rights.

We consider’ it necessary"

¢* to draw the attention of the
whole country jto the pre-

parations and plans of the-

- ogganisers of the campaign

against the Education Act.
" Open incitement to commu-
- nal ‘hatred and violence is
-being indulged in by certain
* prominent leaders of the

church and the NSS. Volun-

" teer corps are being organis-

ed and even given trainihg
in the use of arms. Lethal
weapons, as many Press re-
ports show,  are being col-

" Jected. In short everything
*-.is being done to bring about
.. large-scale chaos and vio-
. lence throughout the. State.
It is in this- inflammatory

situation that the Kerala Con-

gress has decided to draw up
its- . so-called” charge-sheet
against the. Communist-led
Ministry in Kerala. It is in-
teresting to- see . the Kerala
Congress .leaders. straining at
this frame-up while ‘their

» \

The Kerala Educa-.

some very revealmg declara-
tions.
. He said:

ple are gathered here this even-
ing. We are ready today for a
strugple which is tolally diffe-
rent from . the struggles of the
past. ~The purpose of this meet-
ing is not merely to demonstrate
the protest against the Fduca-
tion Act or to force its withdra-
wal.
comoel the Communis*®. Govern-
ment now ruling Kerala to re-.
sign.”

He also said: “We declare
that this Government must be
changed. If -

 ahich has forfeited the confi-
denice of the people does nof

restgn, ‘they have to be forced
. to resign by exercising pres- -
" sure and creating difficulties.

- If the . Communist Ministry

. does not voluntarily resign, we -

. are goitg to create an atmos-
phere where they will be for-
ced ' to resign against their

-will. I wish- to inform the
.Government of this quite
clearly.”’ .

" Continuing in thxs stram, Sri

George contended that forcing
the  Government -out of power
not ‘through an election- “was
only like dismissing an employ-
yee of a company for misappro-
priation evén -though' he might

.have been taken into service’

after a competitive test What
-right has such an employee to

'say' that he was selected by a

rriends in other States ha.ve'

shown a remarkable attitude
of .. brushing aside .charges
against ' Congress Ministries
made not only by the Opposi-
tion but even by thexr own

- partymen.

.The real motive behind this
charge-sheet business is plain
enough for all to see. By this
crude manoeuvre they.want.to
heighten the tension and uti-
lise the communal - agitation

for their own narrow political

ends.. It will be noted with
deep sorrow . and  disappoint-

ment that the.Congress High-

Command should have en-

dorsed this and other un--

worthy tactics of the Kerala
Congress. When - the mhbin

political party in the country:

takes recourse to such unprin-
cipled and anti-democratic
‘manoeuvres what is threaten-

ed is the very foundations of .

our secular State and the fu-
ture . of our democratic -inisti-
tution. o -

We-are conﬁdent that the
patriotic and democratic peo-

ple of Keérala and their Gov-.

ernment will meet this grim
challenge of commupnalism
and reaction in the besf tradi-
tions.of .democracy. We have
no doubt in our mind that the
people of Kerala will firmly
adhere. to the cause of educa-
tion and progress, in a demo-

cratic and peaceful manner. - .

"The issues at -stake tran-

scend party barriers-and in<

*  NEW-AGE:

‘test and;’ therefore, could not be’
".dismissed, he asked

: “1t is wltb-certam.
-firm decisions that ldkhs of peo-

On the other hand, it is to-

the  Ministry

0Ih‘cmls
Tluwatened

The' mcc 1eader also gave
some severe: warmng to Govem-
ment officers in the State:

“In today’s specmlvczrcum-
stances, I wish to state some=
thing clearly to those indivi-

" duals who are in the seriicé

of the Kerala Government.
Communists will come, and
" they will go. - But you must
understand that you have to

continue. to live here.. Today -

- you may stand by the Com~.
munists, - but you need not
hope that wken the people of

" this country in the near fu- .

ture despatch the Communists
to Russia, you can also go
“there and live happily.”

Sri Vayala Idikkula, Con-
gress MLA,; who garlanded and
welcomed Sri Mannath Padma-
nabhan in Ranni prayed to the
Almighty to give long years of
life to the Nair leader and he

“informed” the Communist Gov- .

ernment that jf the twenty and-
odd schools in Ranni are closed
down, no force will be able to
open those schools. Sri Idikkula
is the convener of the Struggle
Committee.

Among those who garlanded
Sri Mannath Padmanabhan was
Sri K. N. Sukumaran Nair, Pre-

.. sident of the Pazhavangadikara

Mandal Congress Commitee.
Those who addressed the meet-
ing included Sri T. O. Bava,

- Congress MLA, and ‘Sri V.. 0.
" Abraham,
‘leader.

another -

At the Ranni meeting" sri
Mannath  Padmanabhan pro-

. claimed that he was ‘‘not pre--.

‘. for .advancement of educa-
- tion and elementary stan-
dards of ‘public. life. We
look. forward  to such
broad-based umty playmg
its rightful role in this cri-
tical situation. ' _
The challenge that has been

‘flung against education and

democracy is one that vitally
concerns the people in every
other State. - We would appeal
to all right-thinking men and
women throughout India, and
educationists- in particular, to

raise their -powerful’ voice,

against this campaign launch-

ed by communalist elements of
the Christian and Nair com-
munities. We hope Congress-
men all over India ‘will pon-
der ovér the dangeroug course
their partymeén have taken in
Kerala and prevent their or-

-ganisation from being an ac-

cbmplice in this communal
and antl-democratic cam-
paigni«.

We call. upon all our Party
units, Party. members-and the
friends of“the Party. through-
out" the countzy to explain to
the people. the present deve-.
lopments in Kerala - and the

issues at stake as well as orga- .

nise solidarity. actions behind
the people and the Govern-:
ment of Kerala in their en--
deavour . to defend the cause
of .education, ‘democracy-and
progress. S RS TR

Congress . -

_little Kerala

'pa&d for any compromise other '
.- than that the Communist Gov- .

ernment First

must change.

. resign ‘and then we . can talk
.over things, that is my. stand;”
»he declared. .

Of late, after " the Govern-
ment’s decision to strongly put

.down . violence ‘became . well .

known and confirmed, Sri Man- -
nath Padmanabhan, who has . °
been described.as the comman-
der-in-chief of the “Nair Force”
ranged against the Communist
Government, has been formally .
declaring that his movement is
peaceful but at the same time
calling for tbousands of volun-
teers. .
At Ranni also ke ‘did the
. same. He talked about non-
violence and then called for

“tens of thousands” of volun-

teers, “ready. for sacrifice,

even death if necessary.” Two

,hundred volunteers from each

taluk should come forweard, he
"“said. He declared that not @

“single new shed was going to ’

be erected to conduct schools

‘when they ‘are closed. “If

‘erected, they are not going to

stand there also.”

While the Nair patrxarc‘h is" -
thus gomg about rallying volun-
teers and followers for his “libe- -
vation struggle” with-the pomp °
of the Aswamedha Yaga and in
. some places (like Thodupuzha)
actually taking out . a horse in
front of his procession guarded
by uniformed men with drawnr
swords, the Cathohc Bishops are -

"likewise busy “Wwith -their own:

preparatxons
crusade.”
Last week saw the fo'rty- -
_first session of the . Kerale -
Catholic Congress in Palai, the
stronghold of the Catholzc
Chitrch in the State.
also leaders of the Keralz:
Pradesh Congress came to ad-
dress the gathering and can-
vass support for the struggle
against the Education Act end’
the Government. .
Smt Kusumam- Joseph, Con-
gress MLA, addressing the Ca-
tholic: Congress, said: - “This

"‘hol'y "

for a

through a grave situation. The-
Communist Government has im-
posed its dlctatorshlp ‘on the®

people They have brought- the: -
Education Act in order to make-
the next generation atheists and"
Communists” (Deepika May"
19). She declared that every-

‘one should- unite and win' this’

:struggle *‘against the Act which,.

" in the name of teachers, made

children Communis'

Another Congress MLA Sri
Alexander Parambithara,’ said::
“We have assembled in a stormy

atmosphere. We have our opi- "
mons unified in the resistance to:

the Education Act.” He also de-
_clared that “it.is-better -to close- -
"down schools - rather than run:
‘them according to the Educa-
tion Act.” .

.. The Archbxshop of Bangalore
who presided over- the Congress,
in a long speech . exhorted the- -
‘Christian' community “to orga--
nise. and stand united-in-pari--:

.shes,” dioceses .and on a State- -
‘wide basis-and thus défeat: the-

dictatorial, repressive program--
mes of a totalitarian Govern-
ment.” He said: that it was the-
“supreme duty” of the.Catho-
les. o o

" Méssages "were ° “received’
‘among -others “from - Cardinal’ .

Gracias dand Dr. B: Ramakrishna: = -~
/. Rao, the' Kerala-Governor. - -

There -

is today passing -






