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Long Bef’ore Peaceful Movement Was

;geeeey:

Leaders Were Detamed

- The- Seereumat of the National- Counml of the Com-
rounist Party of Indxa has issued the following statement: °

THEwmtonnwssanestsofleadersandworkersofthe

Commumist Party. and other parties, as well as
of the trade unions.and kisan organisations in West Bengal
- under the Preventive Detention Act and the West Bengal

Security Act will shock the conscience of eoery rlg t-

thinking man.

Ina Statewide polwe swoop to- euppress the peaceful -

movement for ¢ change of the Government’s disas-

pular
?roous food policy, already more than 200 people have been .

many more warranis are pendmg

taken into custody and

Among the arrested under the Preuentive Detention

twenty members of the State Legishuure be-

Act are
Opposition parties and_groups, except, of

longing m

'course the PSP whose

L.

Dr. P. C. Ghose has stabbed .

- the movement in the back by signing a joint statement with -

Dr. B. C. Roy, Chief Minister of West—-Bengal, on the -eve
of the mass arrests.

' Having artificia created the food crlsis in West Ben- o
th"gf open slftypporf to and, indeed, collusion with -

5!8 antt-soczal hoarders and’ proﬁteers Dr. B. C. Roy and
his Govemnment have now started on “thus wreaking
© tengeance on all those who have been f;ghting for a cha-
* nge in his discredited food policy.

It will be remembered that when the hoarders and
“were cornering  stocks and creating * artificial.
scarcity not one of them was apprehended under the Pre-

’ .mﬂve Detention Act. On the contr

d by. the State Government through - suspension of all

, .they were reward- .

pnce control égulatwns and the levy. order on the rice
mills.

.. Not only have the ople of West Bengal been demed
food but they are nmvpeeven denied the right to- stmggle
for it pe

. The Secretanat .of the National Cmmcil stron,
demns these sepressive measures of the West Beng
Government .and appeals to all sections of the
throughout the cotntry to voice their protests and
‘the immediste release of all arrested persons.

con-

movement launched under the united leadership..
. Price Incregse and ‘Famine Resistance-Cominittee and
: eonﬁdenttlmtthepeople
v-legiﬁmatesmggleu

= the:
of the

[“arid with eaufage. ‘
' (August 19)

 THE REAL
 UPSURGE

C. Achutha Menon (centre),

- West Beigal will conﬁtme thew

StateUi

The Secretariat expresses its solidarity with the food

Such mammith demonstrations' are being held all over. . -
Kerala to recelve the dismissed’ Ministers.. (See Page 13) o

VOL. VII No. 34

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 1959. _

25 n.P.ﬁ

-& From 0nr Con-espondent 7

Dr B. C. Roy s police made a frenzzed swoop

" at midnight on August 17. The rising crescendo of

protest - at its course of starvation-induc-

ing food policies made it desperate. Not for it the

" Kerala Government’s path of negotiations. ™ Im-
possible for it the magnificent mass resistance that -

. the Kerala Communists were a.ble to organise aga-

inst the onslaught of the Oppositicn in their State.
Not a single public meeting have these mighty

“democrats” heen able to hold. The path they
chose was the arrest of leaders, stealthily at mght.

. worke‘rs~bf ‘Left parlles,. trade
unions,- “Kisan. Sabha and

Communist Party at 2 am. on
August 17. The offices ‘'of the
Calcutta, Howrah and Hoogh-

.P.to the night .of:. August
18; over:100-leadérs:-and .

1y District Councils were also

Y other mass orgamsations have

been rounded up. These -
clude 17 MLAs. A big posse of
police raided the office of the
West Bengal Council of t‘.he

ﬂ'{ * K-

- Above is 2 picture ‘of the buge crowd that gathered in Kozlnkode to recexve Comrade’

raided. Since then'the net-has
spread  out. to. Midnapore,
Burdwan, 24 ° Parganas, 8ilj-
guri and Nadia.

. ‘While 90 per cent of those

.arrested are Communists: the .
other Left parties . who- are

g members of the Price-Increa- .

- and.- Famine-Resistance

Committee (PIFRC) have also -

.felt.the weight-of this savage
thrust. The State Committee

-office of the RSP was aiso."

subjected to police invasion.

. Apart from the arrests, the =

tapping of télephones has in-: -

creased to an abominable ex-" -’

tent. The authorities have - -
had the shamelessness several

fimes to cut the connections
of the telephones at the CPI
and Swadhinata offices.’
. The ' Incomplete list .
those -arrested include:

Ranen Sen,

‘Sen, Ganesh Ghosh, Bhowa& :
Sen, Indrajit Gupta Samsar

Mukherjee, . Harekrishnia Ko-

. nar, Biren Roy, Gopal Achar-

R '[-:

rades’

. ¥a, to name just a few from -

.the CPL. 8ri Jatin Chakra-
varty of the RSP, - Sri Tara
Dufta of the Marxist Forward

Bloc; 8rl ‘Subodh Bannerjee- .

of the Socialist Unity- Centre
and Sri- mealananda -Muk-
-herji -
Communist Party of India,
are among some of the other
Left parties’ leaders who have -
been jailed :

: Fasclst :

Technique
Typxcal of the fasc:st tech-

nique used was the manner in .. -

which Comradé Gopal Achar--
ya. was brought in by the

. police. On the evening of -
 August 18, as he was walking

down Lower Circular Road, -
five goonda~type persons sud-- .

denly accosted him. They -

put a cloth over his mouth. to

gag him, hustled him into. a
taxi (WB.T, 1446). .and drove -
away furiously. The passers-. .-

"~ by were taken by surprise

-and could do nothing. -
Later it was .discovered
that these five thugs were

“* policemen ‘who had arrested
- Comrade Acharya  without

--a warrant ander the Pre-

ventive Detention Act. Such . -

are the ways of ‘the “coer-
cive apparatus of the State” -
under. - Congress dispensa- _’ .
" tion. . o
The people of West Bengal
have uttered their . mighty
* protest, In Calcutta and its"

* SEE'PAGE.13 -
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Companies |

_ment) Bill, which sought
“to enhance the powers of
" the Reserve Bank in re-

an mterestmg debate .
* last week on the Banking

(Amend- -
tion to

gard to the supervision  iye jssue
and Tegulation .of bank- - Minister
»ing compa’nies.

. 'Judging- ‘from the abuses '
in which the executives of -
_certain. banks have often
-indulged the timeliness of
‘the measure ‘could not but
be recognised on all-hands.
And yet, its inadequacy In °
the long run to deny all
possibilities of such abuses

was also clear to the
House by the time the de-  Ment revenues would be to country it said that only
~%"hate ended. . - allow :an ‘unbridled free- .  Rs. 803.6 crores out.of total
" ¥or, the 'basis of such" play to private sector, re- deposits - of . Rs. '15618
posgibmnes consisting pri- gardless of its incongruity crores in the scheduled
$.  marily in.the . “economic ,wrth the Socialist pattern;.  banks had been advanced
. power at ' the’ disposal of .. In'the'context of this - S credit during 1958, - The
: reasons for it were diverse,

the banking companies, it

could not -

' . without - putting . effective-
""curbs on the operations of, .

.the latter,

ever,’ the :

" would not’

' much clipping of the wings
m.ight ‘antagonise the very

’ pounded

that
attract

way: to e

be demolished

‘earnings,
_To this, how-

Government
" agree lest too

Vil

" at its helm of affairs.
In justifying its opposi-

‘Nayar's and. Prabhat, Kar s
plea for‘a ‘ceiling on divi-
.dends- and -prohibition of

who piloted the Bill, pro--

termed - a rather
- grous thesrs." .

He sa.xd, for example,

“higher

"tax.” Obviously, if “this be’
the desideratum '~ of Sri
Reddy’s. Ministry, the .best

reactmn of Sri Reddy to a
rather mlld demand for
controlling - the

te in binding the future

Governments - to his reac- -
_tonary views in respect of -
’their nationalisation is not -

surprising

of banks,” he said, “either
in ‘the third, fourth "or
fitth plan”. No doubt,

such statements Sri Reddy
can easily win the palm for
irrelevant  loquacity, ‘but

Comrade - P.

of bonus shares,.
Gopala - Reddy,

-what has been jMinister.
“incon-"" -~ That the plea for na-
“tionalisation - “of
companies - is neither spu-
rious - nor - doctrinnaire is
borne out by the figures
published : by the Reserve
Bank itse]f.  In its latest
_report on’ Trends. and Pro-
gress of Banking

dividends:
higher income-

nhance Govern-

including * ‘the decline in
the rate of investment in

bank’s
the private sector,

his indecent has-

industries—adequately fed
as they were—had no use

“The Govérn- be profitably' diverted to

in-terms of.” natxonalxsa‘bfon '

. that we suppose Is not such
'a. safe attribute “to calti- -
vate even ~for'a Conrrress_

bankmg .

in:the

Naturally if. the 'private"_

for these funds, they could’

CIDMPREEENSIVE EXPQB’E E‘R@GBAMME
of Prodncts of Czechoslovak Enginoenng Industry

- - TREA'
2 COMPRESSORS'

CU’I'.[‘ING MACHINE TOOLS, FOR.M]NG MACHINES, .

Maclunes beanng these world-
renowned Trade Marks' v-

SKODA CKD TOS . MAS - MEZ
SIGMA  SLAVIA. DIESEL"

 DIESEL ENGINES, BIESEL-ELECTRIC GENERATING

SETS,

. - ENGINE
~AND FOOD INDUSTRIES;
PLANTS; MINING
TRIAL VALVES AND FITTINGS, EQ
CENTRAL HEATING - SYSTEMS; . TRANSPORT. EQUIP
MACHIN'ES'

RAIL VI_IBICLES TROLLEYBUSES, CR.ANES STEEL‘

EQUIPMENT;

BUILDING.  INDUSTRY
WATER -

‘ENGINES - FOR FUELS; .HEAVY-CURRENT -
ERING . ' PRODUCTS; EQUIPMENT FOR
‘BRICK FACTORIES, CRUSHING
AND - - GEOLOGICAL . SURVEY

PUMPS,  PUMPING - STATIONS
'SEWAGE ~ PURIFYING PLANTS:

STRUCTURES.

"SOLE EXPORTER.

A—CZECIIOSLOVAKIA

NEW AGB

" rise to threefifths. °

FOR

the pubhc sector; ,.W?hlch
had been facing a near-

crisis. And if the banks did -

not do it voluntarily—and
why should they for, - are
they.not as much lnterest-
ed in restricting .the grow-

the - private industries?—

they should have been sta- .

tutorily made to do it

‘The : Government how- .

: 'ever, did not do :t ‘nor it, o

Sri Reddy is to ‘be believed
has it any . intent  fo act

.dnﬁerently in the near. fu-

ture. In the meantime, the

- public’ sector continnes to.

~ th of the'public sector-as ™

suffer for ‘lack of funds.
What juxtaposition-of - po-

licies ‘can better poriray a - -

pattern of Socialism which
augments '- the ~power ~ of
capitalists. at .the expense
ol State . enterpnses -

“Coemstence” Between

Lamb And Lnon

T HE Go_vemment’s un-
- willingness ' to antago-
nise the vested  interests
too much was also demons-
trated last week in the re-
ported veto of the Finance
Mini§try on the = Ministry

- of Mines and Oil’s proposal"

to enlarge the.scope of the.
proposed . autonomous Oil
ahd Natural Gas Comm1s-

" sion.

In this case, however,
‘there .was not even ' the
saving grace of appeasing

“the local private capital’

because the interests to-be

" affected were all foreign.

First the facts. India at
present spends . about a

British and American mo-

nopolies, but what will: be.

" its intrinsic worth in com-

speeches from : the-

“'parison with .the: vast. re-
sources which = the latter

have at their disposal? .
It is against this “coc

existence” of a lamb and a -
. number of lions that Com- .

muanist M.P. T.CN. Menon "
, warned the’ Government 'in

the course of his speech in -

the Lok Sabha last week.
Judging from the trend of

" sury benches, however, the

" because . powerful interests -

quarter of her foreign ex-

change earnings on im-
ports of oil and oil pro-
ducts, and - if the demand

E _continues - at the present -

rate, in four years it might
- (Eco-

nomic Weekly, August 15)

Naturally, with -such-.a:: -

heavy drain on' foreign-ex- -

charge it was but proper
that the Government
should have
oil venture under its own
auspices, This ~ was first
done through an Oil and
Natural Gas Directorate,

which was later renamed -

the Oil and Natural Gas

-Commisslon. .

- Belng & department of -

. the Ministry,

. “suffered- from- all-the han-

“such .
departments - usually- suf-

however, it
dicaps -from . which

fer. And yet, the:success it
achieved. In its very first

.years—thanks to the,uns-
tinted cooperation and as-

sistance of Rumania and
‘the Soviet Union—made it
imperative that. the scope
of its activities was widen-

ed. Hence, the Bill to cons

vert, it into- & statutory

to: Parliament, and - not

“hidebound by -Ministerial .
" red-tapism . in
- ‘operations.

What should its enlarged”

‘ scope encompass, ‘however?
That . was the big question .

which ~ the - Government

- faced, and, as was appre-
. hended,. its answer was to.
* include in it only the mint- |

mum operations ~without

domains .of the foreign oil
companies. --No. doubt,’ the

launched an

its daily -

‘warning seems to - have

gone ‘unheeded—and all

entrenched even ' in the
highest  echelons, and spe-

cially in the Finance Min-

jstry, grudge déveloping a
sector, which under State

.patronage, might prove. too.

much of a match even for
the strongest of the forengn
combines. -

In- advancing this prog—
nosis -we are - not. . merely
talking- brave. There are
instances in recent history
to support our contention.

A determined stand on the
part of the - Government:
could get for Iraq a subs-
larger-. . revenue -

British-owned
petroleuni company, _,whxle
even after more: ‘than a
year’s . negotiations - no
agreement has been reach-

- ‘ed regarding new prices to

be paid .to the compames
in our:country, -

"Another example, - like N

Iraq’s, is-that of Venezuela,
where a new and relatively
democratic -© Government
has sent: the " giant U. S.

- monopolies into -jitters.

- despite .a - relatively -en--

" commission — responsible. ..

,

- intfuding too much on the-’

decision  to ‘enter the dis-

‘tribution field also, through

" the newly set’ up distribu- -
" tion company, will. créate a -

‘nicleus of a' ‘State under--
taking,

" this behalf..

~In our country, however,

lightened stand of the

. Ministry of Mines and Oil,

a properly worked out in-

‘tegrated oi] policy—capable
of -decisively - undermining-
the stranglehold ‘of foreign:

companies—is . yet- to “he
evolved, and the reason for

it"does not consist so-much
in the so-called omnipo-’
_tence of the private mono-:
- polists, as in-the reticence

of the Government itself to

make up its own mind in -
And that for -

obvious reasons—fear of
the Anglo-U.S. monopo-

~lists, pressure of big Indian: -
- monopolists' who are work-

".ing for partnership with

parallel -to. the .

alien interests

—ESSEII’
August 18, 1959

" tance - Committee

Trea- -

- Ghose, apparently
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Polztzcal developments in West Bengal in the past few'

days have once again demonstrated the- utterly anti-people .

" and _authoritarian character of

the. Congr

ess Government;

: :'they have -also served. to tear the- mask o the Lieftist- pre-
- icnswns of. the PSP leadersth J eft pr :

hcy of the Government and the

‘HE leaders ovf the Price-~
. Increase and Famine-Resis-
(PIFRC),
from which the PSP seced-
ed in September last  year,
announced ‘at "a’ Press Con-
ference on August 10 “that a
“mighty- food-movement” would

- be launched ‘throughout West -
) 20, with ~
“the ‘object of forcing the Gov-
to accept the .
"just ‘demands of the people re-

Bengal from August.
ernment either
garding food or to resxgn from

office. .
Three days later, all the Left-

ist representatives on the State’
. Food Advisory Committee re-

signed . en bloc. Needless to
mentxon that the PSP still clings
to its seats in the Committee. -
~On August ‘14, Dr. B. C. Roy,
Ch-iet Minister, and Dr. P. C.
Ghose, Chairman of the State

Branch of . the PSP, issued a.

']Oint statement ‘giving an_im-
pression that the Government
had conceded certain vital de-

"mands of the people.
Having bagged the leader of -

'the “Leftist” party, Dr. Roy

‘came out iwith another’ state-

ment on the:very next day,

threatening to launch brutal re- |

pression against the’ peaceful

movement for food.

The PIFRC; however, clear-

iy ‘told the Government that
millions of -hungry people
_could~ mot ~be -bullied and

‘brow-beaten by threats into -

" acbepting the present famine
" conditions, whick had been
brought about - by the Gov-

. ernment by its brazen-faced
policy of protecting and ap-
peasing the hoarders and pro-
fiteers. T

_ Concessions—A

Bug Hoax

'I’he “concess:ons announced
in the- Jomt _statement of the
Chief. Mlnlster and Dr. P. C.
look qmte
substantial; but a closer: exami~
nation’ of the proposals reveals
that, exceptlng the assurance of
rent remission; there is absolu-
tely nothmg new in them. - :

In a statement issued on Aug-

ust 15, the PIFRC rightly point-

ed out that the only concession

- that. emerged from .. the ]omt

statement “is that-in the non-
u‘ngated areas, the rent for this
year will not be collected. .

The rest ‘of the statement deaIS' ]

with staﬁstxcal jugglery, pro-
mises ‘and, pxous ‘wishes and a
desire fhat the Government of
India should help.” :
Moreover, .it would be a

grievous mzstake to forget the ~
fact - that the West Bengal

' G‘ovemment has an-unenvig-

dle. 'record of making liberal -

promises in the face of an im-
- pending mass movement, and

" also of breaking them in an
equally, tf not more, hberal

© manner!

'l‘he Joint ‘statement- has cau-
séd a. good deal . of comments
here. Dr. Ghose’s amazing be-

haviour ‘is regarded by demo- §

crati¢’ opinion in this State as
an act of shameless betrayal.
It is indeed very unusual for

a Chief Minister to issue a joint
statement with the leader of one

. of. the Opposition parties when

the issues involved are the 1)0-

measures proposed to be adop- -

ted by it. There is no such pre-
cedent in’ “our country.

. In view of the PSP leaders’

u.tterly disruptive role in West
Bengal’'s democratic move-

-. ment : in the past one year,
this unexpected ‘development

has naturally set political cir- .
. cles speculating . about. the -

-néxt moves

- of the Govern-

ment and thé PSP leadership.
The questwns that are being
widely asked -now, are: Is the
PSP preparing for.a ‘complete
political line-up with the Con-

gress? Will Dr. Ghose join the

State Cabmet"
Dr. Choses evasive- rephes to

- certain pointed questions'at his
Press Conference
' same day, lend some weight to

later. in the

these . speculations.. Further, a

Cabinet Minister

when told-

about the joint statement, prom-

after the joint

FOR MASS
P S P Leader s Setrayaﬁ

—Govt Holds Out Tﬁweats

ptly enquired of Pressmen whe- ..
. ther it -also contained any-de-
cision regarding Dr. Ghose Jom-
ing the Ministry.'

- When the Correspondents put
-him a counter-question whether
a decision to that effect had al-
ready been taken, the Minister
tried to parry it:
don’t say that. But the statemient
_mlght have also contained a de-
sion like that.” . .
Dr. Ghose told the Press Con- .
ference, which was held shortly
* statement had’
been released, that lack of en-
thusiasm and inactivity on the
part of the people were respon-
sible for the present food situa-
tion! .

“No, no. I

ed that . he.was

the past.

It is now’ rehably learnt that
"a section of the PSP rank-and-
file members view Dr. Ghose’s .

action with disfavour. -

In a long statement issued on
August 15, Dr. B. C. Roy held
.out dire threats of severe re-.

Asked if he ruled out the
possibility of his joining the
‘West. Bengal Government. in
case an offer was made, he
said that he did not rule out
_anything. Continuing, he add-
ready for.
minor adgustments of differ-
ences within his party. But if
the difference was.of a major
nature, he might quit, just as
he had teft the Congress in

v

pressive measures to- suppress
‘the peaceful mass movement

due to start on August 20,..

" Deliberately: using the most
arrogant and provocative lan-
- guage, he said: “I wonder whe-
is any responsible

group of persons living in_ any

State in the world . today who
. could with 1mpumty mdulge in
- such expressions and call upon
the people .to-resort to such a -

ther there

course of actmn

" Dr. Roy. would have done
npell to remember the recent
performances of his own party
‘men in Kerala .and those at
the Centre.. Has he forgotten-'..

¥ SEE I’AGE_ 15
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* that prospered

'_ro_ucmm';
_'CONCERK -

HE Dalai Lama has been
comforted again for de-
‘sertinig his people. The Mag-
sayasay Award for Commu-
_nity Leadershxp (slc!) has

been heaped upon him. It is.

_in recognition of “his leader-
ship of the Tibetan struggle
in defence of religion.” Tke
same “religion”, no- doukt,
“on serfdom
‘.and on such “spiritual” puni-

' shments as the gOugmg out

of eyes! = |

“But.a more revealmg rea-
son given was that the Dalai
Lama had shown, “keen curi-
osity” "about ‘the outside
‘world! What the keenness

was we may imagine from .
the brother-in America, the -

invitations to American tour-
ists and. the -very frequent
trips by Amencans ‘to the
Mussorie Potala.’

- Actually, it would be ad-
visable for. the Government
of India to prick up its ears
-and lift the blinkers ffom its
eyes about the generous “cu-
riosity” displayed by these

visttors. Otherwise, more em~

barrassment and devmus ex-

planations may . be  thrust .

upon them. Of course, we
may-be . completely off the
“track ‘and all these goings-on

" may be with the full know-
G.0lI. Ohe'

ledge of the

. wonders!

. But to gét back’ to the com--
forts for the Dalai Lama and
his entourage. It has been -

officially admitted that Rs.
ten lakhs have been provid-
ed by the Central - Govern-

ment for the Tibetan ‘“re-.

fugees”, apart from the un-

known quantities being "dis- -
* bursed by the State Govern-
"“ments.

“On top of this the Cenfral .
‘Relief Committee for Tibetan .
" Refugees made up of the
" American lobby of Bombay's

billionaires. and headed by

Acharya Kripalani, has - not =

been behind with its gifts.
_ ‘These are said to be “mostly
" in kind” and mostly from the

“USA—as for the rest we are
’ not to be tol_d, 1t appears.

But 1t seems the Dalai
Lama ‘refuses to be comfor-
ted. It is reported‘ that Sri
Jayaprakash Narain told a
closed-door meeting of Sar-
vodaya , workers at - Patna
some time in the middle of
this -month, that the ' Dalai
T.ama was thinking of going
to South Vietnam and setting

up an exile Tibetan Govern- *

ment there.

Appreciating the stand of
the GOI on Tibet, JP went
on to recount that competent
authoritiés in New Dethi had
advised him to desist. He did
not disclose, of course, who
these authorities were nor
what their essays in persua-’
sion amounted to. Would
“cornpetent authorities” like
to enlighten public opinion?

" SAINT-LIKE
MANNAM

" ALKING about JFP, one
remembers his grand
orations about Lok Niti as
being superior to Raj Niti

s
‘!

.and the corruption of Indian
parties. He had forgotten all -

about it in his passion for the

God-King- and his love for .

the “mass revolt’ ’in Kerala.

. It is whispered that several
Sarvodaya workers at this
Patna conclave were rather
taken . aback - when: from

perorat‘mg about the Dalai

Lama, JP suddenly shifted to
ecstactic references about the

“saint-like” character of Sri

Mannam. Glowing . tributes
were paid to this violent Nair

"erusader who had openly de-

clared his dislike for fastidi-
ousness about violence. and
ends and means — all very
dear to the heart of JP.

This was too much even
for his- admirers who: hesit-
antly asked him to explain’
how-all .this was consistent
with the . non-political cha~

M TR T e

racter

turbed and without batting

an eye-lid went on to explain .

that while Sarvodaya "was'a
non-political movement, Sar-
vodaya - workers could not
remain - silent spectators
when historic events: were
sweeping round them!

This is almost as _good as
the Congress High Command
_directive that while the Con~
gress did not - approve of
school-closure in Kerala, in-

~ dividiual Congressmen could

go ahead and close schools.

JP is a close competitor when .

i} comes to equivocation and °
logical riddles.

WHERE JAWANS
ARE “AYAHS”

I T was quite -a sight to see

how touchy the Congress .

benches became.when Com-

‘rade Basavapuniah infrodu- -

ced his resolution in the

. Rajya Sabha onthe need for

a Parliamentary Commission.
on .thé service conditions
et al of the -Armed forces.
.But what particularly in-
censed them were the refer-
ences to the humiliations that
are - often. enough heaped

“upon the other ranks. - The

Communists standing up for
the material interests of the
jawan, they  might under-

stand, but this sefence of the |
‘dignity of our common sol- -
dier. left them speechless.

How dare the Reds!

But worse : was. in- store

‘when Sri Jaswant Singh rub-

bed -home this point. “These
army officers have got order- _
lies. The bigger the officer,
the larger is the number of
orderlies. I can prove.that.
My relations and fnends are

‘there. .

“I can tell yau. that I some~

of the ‘Sarvodaya
movement: JP was not dis-

was safe.

times go to my, fnends in the

‘evenings to have drinks with
them. I have seen them  (the .
orderlies) doing the work of *

ayahs for little chzldren
They do the work of & cow-
boy, a table-boy, a Khansama,
‘e cook, a cleaner of motors
cars and what not.
they are mot orderlies, .they

go back and join the othe-r

regular ranks »

Thls scene can be multx-
phed a -thousand-fold.© And

those who prattle about” the -
“supreme value of the indi--

vidual personality” are angry’
and annoyed ' not when' the

rank-and-file have their hu-

man. - worth violated, - -but

AN ELEPHANT'S -

- MISFORTUNE .

S ‘RI Gopala Reddy ' was -

moved ‘to rare flights of
eloquence, when ‘he assured:

the bank barons that even’
-during the Fourth and Fifth -

Plans their loot
Such confidence
that the Congress would rule

Five-Year

When -

.when somebody wants some~ -
thmg to- be done - about thls- .

the roost for another 20 -

years is. even rarer- .than the [

Reddy-eloquence.

A few days later,. hcru;ever, .
I found the daily papers had:.
the following headline 44Go-..-

pala Reddy’. for the Zoo™."I--

thought this d tnﬂe unkmd.—: .
the museum. of dantiquities .-
. would have ‘been fairer— .
even if he had overstepped

the mark.

But Sri Reddy need not  ‘§ A
‘worry. He can cling to his-:"

gaddi. Only an elephant has

the misfortune to be christ- =

ened exactly as- he is'
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'»'f|’ﬁ'd'e'pénd‘éhce ,_Day »Speéches.

THE speeches’ of the’

Rashtrapati and _the

'Prime Minister  on: Inde-

pendence Day and the
events of the week disclose

which way the ruling class’

.'is going and which way the

“goals

people.

' In Hyderabad, the Rashtra- -
‘patd

exhorted the people “to
cooperate with. and assist the
Government to _attain the
is set in the Plan pro-
grammes.” It has ‘become the,
official mantram -repeated
year in and
auspicious occasion, and like
all good words that hide ugly

reality, they mock.
" 'The Rashtrapati stated the
obvious, “without people’s

*. suppert progress would be im-
It is - the obvious.

possible.” lou
duty and the responsibility of
the Government to pursue
polictes and adopt methods
that would win. people’s sup-
port. Fhe developments of- the

last twelve years, all over our

vast country, have shown,
over and over again, that the
ways of the Congress rulers
are such that more and more
people are breaking -away
from. the Congress and fight-

_ing the policies of the Con

situation.

. the country.

gress Governments. ~This 1s
the essence of the Indian

Under the ramparts of the
Red Fort, the Prime Minister
addressed: “a much thinner
audience than in previous
.years and even in the reserv-

; éd pavilions many chairs were
. Bmpty."‘

‘(Statesman, August
16)

The Times of India correct-
ly headlined the Prime- Min-

" ister’s speech as “Call to peo-
ple to work hard”.

The ‘grim reality  in.our

. country is that the people
‘who work:- hard cannot
make the two

: despite twelve years of in-
dependence. Another. worseé

. reality is that millions who
. seek work get no work, un-
émployment is incrasing

despite the two Plans, Pan-

dit Nehru was silent about

the real sinners. He had not

:a word against the big
‘sharks who are’ making life

" for the working people un-

bearable and™ shamelessly
exploiting the resources of
His Govern-
ment serves their interests
. the meost.while he pontifi-
cally sermonises the people.

“That is why Pandit Nehru

has given a heavy heart to

his loyal and thinking foilow-

 ers. He can stir them no more

This was wrib

the old way.
the faces that

large over

: heard him speak.

.

' tent

-big
MLAS in

-prestige

THE U. P. CRISIS -

" he Indian Press and think- -

ing Congressmen are ungni-
mously of the view that the
revolt: - of 98. Congress
U. P.’is the biggest
blow to the- organisational
iige of the Congress and
a clear

spread inside the ruling party.

Sri Sampurnansnd’s autho-
«ghow-cause” notice

“to the dissident -leaders was

countered by them with the

demand
UPPCC where they hoped to

*muster. a majority vote aga-

_inst the Ministry, within the

framework . of the -Congress
constitution.and without fur-

. ther violating any party dis-

- PAGE FOUR -

cipline.
stood deadlocked.

year out, on the

ends meet, -

indication of the ex--
of the rot that has

of a meeting of the .

The situation thus:

. 'Both sides began muster-
‘ing. their foreea, The day

3

“looked for was August 21, .

the date and chance for Sri
Charan Singh to make his
statement -in the Vidhan
Sabha, . explaining his re-
signation from the Ministry.
A head-on - clash between
the two . fairly balanced
Congress factions ran plen-
ty -of risks for the Congress.

All Congress eyes turned to

New Delhi and the Congress -

High Command took the mat-

“ter in hand. It is faced with its

knottiest organisational pro-
blem and an excruciating dile-

.mma. If it stands by party

discipline and the Chief Minis-

ter, the Congress itself stands -

to lose snd. this prospect the
power-loving Congress leaders
could not obviously risk. .

1f it listens to the demands
of the dissidents, it would ine-
vitably have to face a8 chain

" reaction inside the PCCs and

Congress State Legislative
Parties in Punjab, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and
Bengal where the dissidents

- are only lying in wait.

«Reconciliation”  between
the warring factions is, there-
fore, the course of action. be-

-ing pursued by the High Com-

mand. “Change of heart” is
its grandiloguent appeal. The
men that matter are thinking
not in terms of ethics “but
power-politics. The dissidents

. are arguing: Can we afford to

get- out of the Congress and
face the fate of the KMPP?
The Ministerialists are argu-
jng: Must we stand by our
prestige and risk the Minis-
try? .

§ri Sampurnanand came to
New Delhi looking humbler.
The High Command advised
him to keep aside his danda
of discipline and offer a com-
posite Cabinet fo his rivals.
The horse-trading with the
dissidents has yet to begin
and there are plenty of
hurdles in the way.

On August 19, the Hindus-
tan Times headlined “Hopes
to end U. P. Crisis brighter”,
The Times of India, “Chances
of Accord in U. P. Improve”,
and the ‘Statesman,

ment.”” ) o

Cajolery, threats. and all
are being used to seal up the
gravest-ever fissure in the
Congress organisation in UP.
Every effort is being made to
overcome the present crisis
through any patch-work solu-
tion. It may make a compo-
site  Ministry in U. P. possible
for a while, but it cannob
solve the organisational crisis

. whose roots are deep. -
Service of the people has-

become an old story inside
the Congress, struggle for
power is: the. dominant. fea-
ture of organisational life
in present-day -Congress.

Temporary iruce is followed.

by a long war and so on.

Enough has been revealed
by the present crisis of the
ruling party = that U. P, will
know no political stability
under the Congress regime.

The organisational crisis
may be primarily the -concern
of Congressmen themselves.
But the serious charges made
by the dissidents concern the
public- as a whiole. They.can-
not be allowed to be.sat upon.
They must be ‘4nvestigated
and the Sampurnanand Min-
iistry made to resign. Politi-
cal decency démands it.

. On the 23rd instant, our

" Party is organising. campalgn

. “Chance
for Rebels to Join Govern-

meetings throughout  the
sign”. .

PEOPLE IN ACTION -

Ir the wordy banalities of
the Rashtrapati and the
Prime Minister reveal the
bankruptey and worse of the
ruling- set, developments of
the week in the camp of the
pecple, the story of their
‘struggles and tribulations, fill
one with hope and confldence.

© On Independence Day, all”
. the planes of the Indian.

_Airlines  Corporation stood
paralysed, not one took . to
the air from major Indian
afrports. It was all in defence
of the self-respect of 8 pilot
. against the misbehaviour of

the IAC bosses. The strike was. -

called off within 24 hours on
the assurances of the Trans-
port Minister.

@ On August 17, nearly 90

per cent of the employees

of the Madhya Pradesh Gov-

~ ernment abstained from work

for the day by applying for

casual leave en. masse to ex-

press their support to their

demands for a better life, and

over which the State Govern-
ment is endlessly drifting.-

© The - Delhi teachers are

starting hunger-strike in

batches, from August 20, for

their elementary rights. The
. Government has been playing

tricks with them for years.

@ Calcutta and mofussil’

districts, are astir over
food. B. C. Roy thought a
‘mass round-up of Leftist
leaders will enable him fo
_escape a mass movement on
food, scheduled from August
20, Despite ' .the large-scale
arrests, the suffering but mili-

_ tant people of Bengal are out
_to make B. C. Roy retreat and
get cheap food for themselves.

@ The tea plantation work-
ers of Bengal were also
due . to begin their strike” on
August 20-but the Govern-
a Rs. six lakh wage-rise and
meént has already sanctioned
other demands are being con-
‘sidered. R o

A mass campaign is on

in Bihar for cheaper food
and against new and - unjust
tax burdens and it will go
over to satyagraha from Sep-
tember 14 if the State Gov-
ernmient refuses to budge.

@® The Punjab Kisan Sabha .

. " patiently gave time to the
Kairon Government up t0 the
end of the month to imple-
ment its pledge to reduce the
petterment levy and release
the satyagrahl prisoners. X
Punjab’s Chief Minister does
‘not listen to reason and fails
to keep his word of honour,
he will face another peaceful
morcha of the kisans of his
State. - His present - threats
against the Communists won’f
help him win over the pea-
santry whom he has betrayed
and tried to suppress.
®  As the patience of the
~ leaders of the Samyukta
Maharashtra, Samiti got ex-
hausted and they began pre-
paring for mass ‘action from
Novembet, the Congress rulers
‘have begun . to have second
thoughts. Times of India of
.August 19’ reports under’ “Re-
thinking in CGovernment on
Bilingual Bombay”: .

«The desirability or other-’

.wise of Teopening the question
' NEW AGE

State with the slogan - “Re-"

-1y and “democratic”
~ and staged the big show of

of bilingual Bombay is un-

derstood to be under exami-

nation at the highest level. A
firm decision-is expected be-
fore the end of the year....
“There is little doubt that
the demand for @ separate
Maharashtra State is deeply
rooted in popular sentiment.
Nor can the demand of a
section of the people in Guja-
rat. for- a separate State be
altogether ignored.” :

- The various strata of In-
dian working humanity are
from their own
living ~ experience,  thal
under the present Congress
. regime, they have to man-
fully fight, in the best tradi-
tions of our national move-
ment, to .preserve their
 self-respect, defend their
democratic. rights and win
a better lite for themselves
and their children. “The
fighting vanguard of the

‘Indian people is growing in’

strength and maturity. . It
will shape the  course of

events, more and n;ore. )
- DOLLAR INVASION -

Finance Minister Morarji
Desal invited all his “friend-
aiders

Bank-Fund ~Conference last
year and all that he has got
for the Third Plan is sympa-
thy in public - and negotia-
tions in secret, ~nothing in
hand yet.

Much later Steel Minister
Swaran Singh  went to the
USSR with a Rs. 250-crore
.credit' demand for our Third
Plan. The Government of the
USSR has readily agreed to a
Rs. 180-crore credif, as the
first instalment. It is all for

heavy
public sector. Its interest and
repayment terms are the
most favourable to India.
Even the Hindustan Times
has editorially applauded -the
Soviet help. - .

- After this one expected

- from the Government " of In-

dia a fight for fair and just

terms from the capitalist
countries, .
Let us examine what Is

actually being done.
India’s Commissioner-Ge-
neral for Economic - Affairs,

industry plants in the’

B. K. Nehru, has - gone to -

‘Moscow to fix up terms and
_details of the Rs.

f 180-crore
credit and find out what more
is possible. ’

He reports back to the Fin-

"ance Minister who leaves In-

dia for the USA and other
capitalist -countries on Sep-
tember 8. . :

“The Special Representative
of the Indian Express - (Aug-
ust T a firm supporter of

Morarji, discloses that during '

his one week stay in the U.S.
he will, besides attending the

‘meetings of the  IMF and

World Bank also have “a free
and frank exchange of views

with . representatives. of Ame- .

risan business and industry
regarding American ~private
investment. in projects. likely
g; be included in the Third

an.ﬂ : B .

Note the big ’shift for the
worse. :

First, India’s Finance Min--

ister 'while in the USA will
not discuss loans which we
can repay and  remain inde-

- pendent but American invest-

ments which will perpetuate
themselves and go on’'growing,

through profits earned by the
lsbour of our werkingmen.
Secondly, they are private

dia’s private = sector. What

happens to the public gector .

being . the “gommanding
height” of our national eco-.
‘nomy? ' .

If his Finance Binister is
goingtoﬂxthisnpinthe
.US, why should. the Prime

ter indulge in shadow-
boxing with the Swatanira
‘Party leaders? They should
_ be invited inside his Cabinet
and their very presence will

, inspire more confidence and
step up the flow of dollars. - |

- FALSE ANALYSIS

Official * circles and the
Right-wing Press are popula-
rising a false analysis and
throwing about statistical

figures to make public opinion -

swallow American private

investments. in -our . private - o

secu_)r.
The Indian Express (Aug-
ust 18) quotes .an official

‘source; “our repayment capa-
city is fully booked”. Since
foreign loans have to be re-

paid, the conclusion is left to

be drawn that foreign invest-
ment is the only way left.
Loans that can be repaid are
called a “burden”, while

foreign investments that per-
petuate themselves by ex- -

ploiting and dominating our
economy are called “aid”.

The Special Correspondent.

of the Hindustan Times (Aug-
ust 14) under “US. to be Ap-
proached for $ 2,000 million

Aid,” by Morarji while abroad, .

states that for the Rs. 10,000-

crore Third Plan Rs. 2,500~

crores are to be secured as
“non-repayable loans.” = The
“main emphasis” of Mr. Mo-
rarji Desai will be to secure
‘what he can as “non-convert-
ible rupee loans.” In other
words, whatever dollars the
public sector gets we repay in
rupees and the Americans in-
vest these rupees in our pri-
vate “sector in partnership

with -Indian capitalists and :
of these-
rupees for . their subversive -

they also use part,

activities and for corrupting
our national life, e.g. finance
“gtruggles” as in Kerala!

It remains American policy
not to aild the public sector
except for the social over-
heads. Thus the bulk of $2,000
millions the Finance Minister
will seek in the USA will be
American private investments
in India’s private sector.

This is certainly not the

Big Third Plan the Indian

people look for. This way it
_ will be big for the big in-

vasion of American - and
other foreign eapital into
our national economy. This
is not the way to build and

-strengthen but merigage

and enslave India’s national

economy, :

- Forelgn ald and its terms
are a matter of supreme im-
portance to our economy and
national sovereignty. The sub-
ject needs very wide public
discussion -and a full debate

in our Parliament. The Gov-
_ernment must be compell&d to

state its stand and report on
1its activities in this direction.
Tack of vigilance now will be
criminal neglect of the inter-
'ests_ of the nation. i

~ —P. C. JOSHI
(August 19) S
AUGUST" 23, '1859.

- These leaders have been
‘the _“democmtic alliance’
. inst the Communist Ministry

American investment in In- . ¥

"hensive
_ the allocation of

'vpa.rties had
- worked out.

“in relation

_seats the PSP

" . . thinks

. any alliance with )
will be the Chief Ministership -
. of the State. :

The Kerala Co_ngréss' and PSP leaders ave in o

‘Delhi to consult and get the
pective High Commands ~ about election. strategy.
! repeatedly asserting that
 forged in the struggle aga-

»

the elections will be a strai
“_d_ex_xioc_ratic” front and the

; B UT the mere repeating of

this declaration has itself

“~on1y -gone to confirm the re-.
.ports -of dissensions
"~ pave raised their -head in the

which

“camp of liberation” and that

-these .assertions are just a
futile -attempt to cover them

‘Pattom ‘Contradicts

Shankar

Even as these leaders rea-

;ched Deihi, the differences

came out in the open.
KPCC. chief R. shankar,
on arrival in Dethi; told Cor-
‘respondents that “a compre-
formula regarding
seats bet-

The
broadly lays down that eac!

party will put up candidates
in " those constituencies where

. it secured the largest number

of votes in the 1957 elections -
to the other. two
parties in the proposed "alli-
‘ce. This would avoid three-
cornered - contests with the
Communists. = - L
«On the basis of thls for-
mula it is calculated that the
Congress might contest 97

Muslim League ten.”
of India, August 16) . ’

A prompt denial of this

came from PSP leader Pat-

Times of ‘ X
day. Sri Thanu Pillai ex-
pressed surprise . at the
KPCC chief’s statement and
said, “No formula has. been
evolved, It is surprising that
not only has-  Mr. Shankar
talked about the so-called
" formula but has indicated .
‘ according to it, the
might contest 97
SP 19 and the

. ten-” .
. ‘Now Sri Thanu Piliat has
pegun to think and speak as
the Chief Minister of Kerala’

- State. He has given the im-

his friends that
has already.ac-
him as the leader of
the coalition. This I8 quite
possible since Sri Thanu Pillai
that as long as he is
alive only he can be the Chiet
Minister and the price the
Congress will have to pay for
the PSP

First Efforts

Fail =~
 But .on - everything else,’
there secems to be disagree-
ment. A meeting was-held in
the first week of ‘August in

Trivandrum attended by Sri

Mannath Padmanabhan, sri
R. Shankar for the Congress |
and Sri Thanu Pillal and Sri
Kumbalath. Sanku Pillai for
the PSP. : o
. League representatives
were kept out of the meet-
ing at the. insistence of
Congress léaders who said
that it would he damgerous
‘to_call the League before a
. decision had been tiaken
about the alliance with it.
The meeting - considered

AUGUST 23, 1969

decisions of  their xes-

will continue and. that :
ght fight between this
Com_munist- Party. )

fuestions like candidates for
the coming elections, alliance
with the League, etc.

» Sri Mannath Padmanabhan
.made the first proposal and

that was that ex-Chief Min-’

isters and ex-Ministers should
not be put up as candidates.’
The proposal .was rejected
‘even before it was made.

Sri Pattom Thanu Pillal,
himself an ex-Chief Minister,
said = the whole = question
shot’ld be approached from a
different angle. First, the
meeting should” decide who
would become Chief Minister
and who the Ministers and
they should be given safe
seats. His argument was that
only then the people would
‘havé falth in the alllance.

sri Shankar - said that he

could not commit himself to -

any ' .such proposal without
consulting -his  colleagues in

.the Congress. He promised to ".

present the Coungress view

the next day but could nof, .

maybe due to differences in
his party about the personnel

.

This is .a big thing but the
struggle only begins. The-edi-
torial- then ends . with the

warning: One has to be more

careful of the enemies in one’s
.own camp. If they are not
isolated it will be difficult to
win the struggle that has be-
gun. ..

"This is only the first shot
and the salvoes will soon be
heard: . . :

Inside the PSP, however,
they are already being heard.
The joint meeting of the PSP
State Committee and the PSP
Legislature -Party in Tiruvella
on August 10 ended in 2 note
which is causing quite a lot
of concern in the.liberation
camp. :

Pattom Versus ..
Rest

The main item on the
agenda of the meeting was
the coming elections and
the meeting was -sharply
divided with Sri Pattom
Thanu Pillia on one side

- Leave Party To

two-and-a-half years when

© ter. o e
’And “this’ member conti-
nued: A political party is for-

“med with the aim of defend-

ing the best.interests of the
country. The party’s workers

are those who believe in this .

aim. It is better for those who

‘consider that the party’s aim

does not conform.to the in--

terests of the -country to get -

out. .

And then straight to St
Thanu - Pillai, amidst applau-
se: “If you cannot work ac--
cocrding . to the programme
and decisions - of the party,
you - should . resign and : g0
out.” T ) }
_-Sri Pattom, Thanu Pillal,
before leaving in @ rage, said:
“I will consider that also.” In
this same rage he came back
to Trivandrum and has been
saying that when bé forms
the Ministry, he will take
from the PSP only Sri P. K.
Kunhu and Sri Eappen into.
the Cabinet. .

This development - was 80
dangerois not only to unity

of the Cabinet, So the meet-

ing had to disperse without
regching any understanding:

Inner-Party .
Rivalries

1t is not only a question.of
the. three .parties’ and
Mannath Padmanabhan not
being able to evolve a com-
mon - - understanding,
party is facing its own pro-
blems. b .

. The rivalries

Congress have not yet fully

. come out but rumblings of.

. the coming quarrel are al-
ready being heard. Ex-Chief
Minister Panampilly Govin-
da Menon’s group is feeling

" that it might get cheated
out of .the spéils. '
An indication of this group’s

feelings is the editorial of the

- Deenabandhu of August 5,
entitled “The Struggle has’

only begun”. O
When the struggle has been
won, said the ‘editorial, some
people  over-anxious to be-
come candidates and leaders,’
are organising - “zindabads,”
eto. for themselves. But tke
people know who the real lea-
ders of the struggle were and
they will respect’ those who
deserve respect. ‘Those who
behave like imitation gods
and aspire to gulde the elec-
tions and the future, had et~
ter give up such ambitions.
The editorial then adds
‘that what has been achieved

_is only that the Communist .

Party has to face an ‘election
- before the five years are: out.

each -

inside the -

and .the majority of those
present on- the other. It
seems Pattom did not get
the support of even his Tri-
vandrum followers like P.
Viswambharan, Ponnara G.
Sreedhar, ete. ’
The <difference cropped up
on the PSP’s post-election
policy.. Even if there is a
.‘united fight and. victory, the
majority opinion was that
the. PSP should not go into
the Ministry but, should only
support the Congress as the
Congress had given support to
the PSP Ministry in T-C
State. This course, the majo-
rity thought, was the only one
{o strengthen the PSP in Ke-
rala State. = )
* The . proposal infuriafed
Pattom as nothing else could
have done. He got. up and
shouted: “This State needs
an efficient .and honest. Gov-
ernmert. I cannot abdicate
my responsibility to the State
in the name of the party. Do
you want us to help these
robber Congressmen to get

back into the seats of office?:

They have agreed to make me
the Chief Minister. (Inter-
ruption: How can you join
with robbers to form a Gov-
ernment?) There is no other

" person except me who can.

form the ‘Government.”
 There were many in the
" meeting who could not bear
with this kind of talk. One
.. of them got up and asked:
. Do you think this State will
sink into the Arabian Sea
if you are not there? That
did not happen in the last
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entire lberation front that

Srl Mannath Padmanabhan °

and Congress leaders like Sri
P. T. Chacko, rushed tosee
sri ‘Thanu Pillai on his return
from Tiruvela to Trivan-

Alliance With
League ' ,
Meanwhile, the hide-and-
the League continues. Sri R.
Shgnkar and other Congress
leaders continue to declare
that there will be an alliance
with the League, though they
qualify it by saying that the
final decision = will be taken

only by the .Central . Parlia-'
mentary Board. )

. The League Is insisting on

recognition - as a political

party and the Gongress will
find it difficult to avoid fac-
ing this issue.

to bury any principles 80 as
to continue the alliance with

the League and dare exerting .

all their pressure to get. thé
green signal from- the High
Command. Their poser of the
question is. quite simple:
Without the League, ~ it will
be impossible to defeat the
Communists. This, they think,
will weigh far more with the
High. Command than any
principles. L :
Recently, at a meeting in

Ponnani under the auspices
of the Liberation Fromnt, a

.

- Congress Muslim leader, sri
you were not Chief Minis- 1

" have

.Menon,

The Kerala .
Congress leadership is ready -

Moidu Maulvi said: We are.
League which Congressmen

My -answer is. that some-
times, just to live, one will

- asked why we join with the °

cailed a dead horse. "

have to eat-dead horses. -

. That is how the Kerala
Congress leaders are looking
at the issue, but this refef--

-ence to the League certainly

was not to the liking of the
Leaguers. Before the meeting
dispersed, a Leaguer got up,

_asked ‘for time and said that

what some leaders. were say-
ing " was disquieting - and. ap-
pealed that such talk should
be' abandoned. -

,. Sw&fémzaife_sv
On The Scene

" Yet another factor which is
trying to push its way into

N

the Kerala situation is the °

Swatantra Party. Sri V. P.
Lord = Mountbatten’s

blue-eyed boy and later Sar-
dar’ Patel's  confidante, “who
. has been- appointed grganiser

of the party for Kerala is ex-
pected in - Trivandrum any
day. His visit is for organising

the party. here and exploring -

its ‘election prospects. . -

It is  doubtful” whether
the Swatantra ~ Party as
such will be ‘acceptable. Sri
V. P. Menon's effort will' be
either to see that Swatantrite -
Independents are accepted by
the “libération” alliance or to.
get some pro-Swatantrite

PSP put up as candidates.

@ FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT _

in the PSP but unity of the

seek about the alliance with elements i the Congress and - - -

He himself is certain that .

" as an’ independent: candi-
-date, Sri Mannath Padma-
nabhan with whom he for-
ged his links during the
“liberation” struggle, :
get him the backing of the
alliance, How the Congress
will.agree to this support to-
a Swatantra leader by an

_ alliance to which it s a .

party has yet to ‘' be seen.
- But' when Mannam talks of
“people’s candidates” rather

than - party candidates, it is

people like Sri V. P. Menon
that he has in mind. - '

blems, there is. a section. of.
opinion which -is'demanding
that Sri Mannath Padmana-
bhan should be appointed the
final arbiter of the destinies

.of all the anti-Communist

In view-of all 'thesve pB— o

political parties in the coming * "-

elections. . .

' That is where things stand
as Congress and- PSP leaders
have hegun lobbying their

High Commands in Delhl.. -
K . : :
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~ News from brother parties

°

. AYUB KHAN GAVE NO NOTICE, NEHRU GAVE SIX HOURS TO E. M. S, GOVT.

—

I

of

" On the eve of 12tk anniversary of Indepe;den_cé in the
evening of August 14, a stirring appeal was made by the ex-
Law Minister of the Kerala Government, Sri V. ‘R. Krishna

Iyer, to safeguard parliamentary democracy and the Consti-

tution of India. .
N ai two-hour-long speéch,
he argued that the disiissal

_the Ministry ' in Kerala was
inst the spirit of democracy

_ and the Constitution. Sri Iyer
was speaking at a meeting orga-

'LEBANESE COMMUNIST LEADER
° TORTURED IN U.AR. JAIL

REPORTS of the most
V% parbarous - tortures
being inflicted o¢n_the
General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Le-

banon, Cpmrade Fara- -

jallah. Helou, nov_v_.in pri-

gon somewhere In the

Syrian- region of tl_ne
‘United Arab Repul_)hc,
are causing deep anxiety
‘and - indignation’ to de-
ceint people all over the
world. - .
An eye-witness ~ account
‘recently reaching Beirut
from Damascus narrated
the Iatest of the toriures
_ to which Comrade Helou
. hasg -been. subjected: air
* ‘was blown into his system
‘and a policeman jumped
with full force on his
. stomach, causing a terrible
haemorrhage! . o
Nothing has been heard

.'»since and the - Lebanese
.- progressive circles wait - in’

deep anguish for the news
of Comrade Helou’s safety.
- In this connection a .dele-
.. gation of prominent Leba-
‘ pese citizens- has waited
upon the President of the
Republic, General Fuad

e Shehab,

Consisting of the emi-
" nent physician, Dr. Geor-
ges Hanna, leading Mauslim
divine, Sheikh Abdallah
and an eminent jurist, Na-
khle Moutran, the delega-
tion was assured by the
President-that every effort
wonld be made to secure
information from the UAR
aunthorities. . -

Patriarch Mgr. Meouchi,
the greatest religions aun-
thority of the Maronite

_ Christians of Lebanon, has
assured people’s delega-
tions that he would do his
best to ~secure Comrade
Helow’s release.

* The Council of Ministers
of Lebanon has approached
the authorities of the UAR
again asking them either

- to release Farajallah Helou
or hand him over fo Leba-

.. nes¢ authorities or if they
-have any charges' against
him, to bring him to trial

nised by the Dewan Chand In-

formation Centre in the Sapru

House in New Delhi. -

«There was no ground to dis-
miss the Ministry which enjoy-

While the World Com-.

munist Movement conti-
‘ nues to protest against the
UAR authorities’ high-
handed and barbarous act-
jon,” Comrade Khaled Bag-
dash in another letter to
prother Communist Parties
appeals for intensified act-
jon in behalf of Comrade
Helou. . .
. Comrade Bagdash in his
letter says: .
The Communist moye-
ment in Syria, Lebanon and
in all the Arab world has
received a grievous blow in
the arrest of Comrade Fa-
rajallah Helou, - Secretary

of the Lebanese Communist.

Party, kidnapped by ‘the
political policemen of the
UAR on June 25 while he
was in the street in Damas-
‘cus.

Comrade Farajallah He-
lon is a member of the
Communist - Party for the
last 28 years, He has been
a member of the Party’s
Central .Committee for 22
“years and has played in his
capacity of member of the
Political Bureau and of the
‘Secretariat of the Commu-
nist Party of Syria and
Lebanon a decisive role in
the development of the
Communist movement in
the two countries and in
its. organisation, its streng-
thening and its -political
direction. He was arrested
and imprisoned in 1936,
then in 1939, He was al-
ways, be it in prison, be it
‘in- the imperialist courts, 2
model of a tenacious and
courageous fighter.

‘Comrade Farajallah He-

lou is a sincere  Marxist-
Leninist, a gifted . writer,
and an indefatigable leader
“of modesty. He is the Com-
munist personality who en-
joys the greatest popularity
and the deepest love in
Lebanon, because . of his
qualities of a brave fighter
. against . imperialism " and
for national independence.
In all the democratic cir-
cles of various tendencies
people have a great love
and a deep respect for him

ed the confidence of the legisla-
ture,” he said. A few days be-~
fore the 12th anniversary of In-
dependence a Ministry was dis--
missed by a Proclamation of
the President., -

In Kerala, the Chief Mini-
ster . was given _ sic hours
notice before his dismissal—
the only difference with Paki-
stan was that no such notice

was given when Ayib Khan

as much in Leba;imn as in
Syria and in all the coun-
tries of the Arab East.

His arrest has stirred up

an immense wave of an-.

xiety in the people and in
the patriotic. and demo-
cratic. circles,
extent that the Minister of
s the Interior of Lebanon has
declared to the representa-

tives ‘of - the local and =~
- foreign Press that the Le-

banese Government will
.ask the aunthorities of the
Syrian province " of - the
UAR for a precise explana-

tion on the reasons of the -

arrest of Comrade Farajai-
Iah Helou.

The reports that reach us
from our comrades in Syria
and in Lebanon assare that
Comrade Farajallah Helou
js subjected to savage and
inhoman torture and that
his life is in danger. What
adds to the anxiety is that
the Syrian authorities have
tried to deny .everything.

They announced to the .

Lebanese Government that
they knew nothing about
the fate of Comrade Fara-
jallah Helou! .

But in face of the popu-
lar wave of resentment in
Lebanon, a Lebamnese spo-
kesman has declared that
the Lebanese Government
will renew its attempts and
that it will send to Damas-
cus an official duly charged

. to enguire specially into
the fate of the great popu-

lar Lebanese leader, Fara-,

jallah Helou.

- In the name of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Sy-

rian Communist  Party, I.

ask you, dear Comrades,
to stretch your fraternal
hand towards us, the hand
of help and of solidarity to
save the life and the liber-
_ ty of our Comrade Farajal-
lah Helou  who is one of
the most  renowned milit-

ants in all the Arab Com-’

munist movement,

Only a wide intérnational
movement of solidarity can
restrain’ the arm ‘of his
tormentors. -

to such'an
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¥. R. KRISHNA IYER'S STIRRING APPEAL AT DELHI MEETING

.

- dents.”

~ trained -by ex-armymen.
- Congress leaders formed ex-Po-
“licement’s Association .in Tri-
-vandrum and threatened police -

‘the. details of this

the creation of lawlessness. He
bitterly complained about the

abolished democracy, Sri Iyer .

remarked during his speech.’

He wanted - his = audience to
cast off their prejudices. “You
are 1,000 miles away from my
small State. Your judgement’
must be based on..proof. But
there are certain people who
talked about existence of ‘law-
lessness’, “an extra-constitu-
tional State within a State’ ete.”, ’
Sri Iyer said. These people re-.
minded him of what Dr.-Radha-
krishnan had once sald: There
is no evidence against it but
there is ¢ theory against it.
“Three days after the swearing
in of the Ministry Sri Shriman
Narayan the then General Se-
cretary of the Congress raised
the bogey 0f break-down of law.
and order in Kerala. How can

‘law and order break ‘down.
" within 72-hours?” he asked.

. Sri Krishna Iyer described in
chronological order the various
agitations - launched by the
Congress - to -~ overthrow the
Kerala Government. He gave
_ “Operation
Overthrow” and “Project Cen-
tral Intervention”. “In the very"

first session of the Kerala As--
sembly, on April 30, a resolution .

on the break-down of law and
order and appealing for Central
intervention was ‘moved,” he
said to the amusement
audience. A )

“In the beginning they expec-
ted the Communist Party to lose
its majority through desertions,
but. when the party in power in
Kerala, did not behave in the
U.P. - way,” he said ‘-amidst

. 'laughter, ‘‘they plam_1ed direct

action.”

Press

- Rehearsals

Sri Iyer - continued, “Four

‘months after the swearing in of

the Ministry, the Congress and
PSP organised daily incursions
on Government land in Kattam-
pilly. It was proof that they.

were not prepared to wait for

five years. Then came the stu-
dent agitation.-Political parties
openly encouraged the stu-

The Law Minister of the
dismissed Kerala Ministry
- then referred -to the various
statements of Congress- lead-
ers, of the launching of the
liberation struggle “to para-
lyse the Government” and-~
‘“ysing all methods,” etc. “Sri
Mannath Padmanabhan prea-
ched, the physical overthrow
of the Ministers. but Prime
Minister Nehru had no words
against such - statements and.
actions,” Sri Iyer said. He Te-
marked that these were meant
as ‘dress-rehearsals’.

Sri Iyer then dealt with Sri

Nehru's statement agreeing to

‘token. picketing by five per-
sons.’ He said. this was helping

tactics  of Congress in using
communal forces in Kerala. He
disclosed © that the - Catholic

‘Church organised thousands of

Christophers - and they were .
The :

of the

@§e$ of ‘the Sfébé ‘with- dire

. consequences if they carried out

the orders of the Government.
“While this 'was being done in
the State by the Congress lead-

~ers, men like Sarvasri Dhebar,

-Asoka: Mehta and X, B.. Menon
went round talking aboui ‘cell
courts’ and worsening of law

~and ‘order . in Kerala,” - Sri

Krishna Iyer remarked.

Sri Iyer gave a detailed des-
cription. of the situation during
the agitation—the
the Congress and the commu-~
nal forces, the role of  the
Catholic Church, the ~Mus-
-lim Leagne and Sri Man-
nath Padmanabhan: - He .- was
sorry to note that the Congress

“had ‘stooped ‘to such low levels.
“Sri Nehru says that those who.

are against land --reforms can
leave the Congress — and Sri
Ranga left, but the Congress
leaders in Kerala,” Sri Krishna
Iyer remarked, “worked . under

the leadership of Sri Mannam.

who opposes the Agrarian Rela-
tions Bill.” - -

He observed with bitterness
that the Congress had given re-
cognition to the Muslim' League
in India. In this connection he
referred to a resolution that
was introduced in the Constitu-
ent Assembly by Sri Apantha-

- sayanam Ayyangar asking for a

ban on communal bodies taking
part in political activities. “What
has happened to all that,” he
Mercenary
Upsurge ’

Hée was surprised that the

" Prime Minister called it a

‘mass upsurge’. “Fifty lakhs of

rupees were spent in 50 days

in a movement. Is it mass up-
. surge or mercenary upsurge,”
__he asked. ) -

Turning to the constitutional
aspects of the problem he said
that if the Kerala Government
was violating the Constitution,
directives could have been is-
sued to it under the relevant
articles of the Constitution. But
that was not done.

Under Article 355 of the Con-
stitution, the President could in-

tervene in a State if the security °

of the + State was threatened

from within or without, he said. .

But, then, it'was the duty of the
Central Government to help a

State Government.under- these '

circumstances. That, too, was
not done. ’

Sri Iyer said that the procla~

mation dismissing the Ministry

was issued under Article 356 of

. the Constitution.” It is being

sald that the Governor advised
the President to do so. But the

Constitution also provides that |

the Governor should act only

on ‘the advice of the Ministry
‘concerned,”” he pointed out.

But the Kerala Governor

did not consult the Ministers

while submitting his report. -

This in his opinion was un-
constitutional. - “The 'Prime

. Minister has repeatedly esta-

blished this position of the
Central Cabinet vis a vis the

President. But the same posi-. -

tion has not been gccepted by
the Governor of Kerala,” he
observed. -

. Concluding his speech, Sri V.
“R. Krishna Iyer said, “I am re-
. minded of what the President

said two ‘years ago: “Kerala is
an example par-excellence of

peaceful coexistence.” But today -
in Kerala coexistence lies buri- -

ed. Let us on the. eve of Inde-
pendence = Day pledge to- save

democracy and the Constitu- ~

tion.”
. —~0.P. Hehrotra
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allianceé of -

, ’Bu’siqessmen.' and ‘members of th
petty shopkeepers and the town-poor,

& - professions,
labourers and

peasants, in short, all sections of people in Bihar
stand poised for action against high ' prices and the

"..new taxation measures which the Bihar Government

- is introducing with the intention of laying the major
: ‘sl,mre of the burden on the poorer strata.

" The ‘mass protest. mdve—
ment against these measures

- which had been growing.all
- over Bihar for the last few

months registered a new step
forward with the Protest Week
from July 20 to 27, observed
at the call of-the Communist
Party. - The . protest  actions
during the week reached their
high watermark on July 27
when more than six thousand

persons squatted and observ-:
- ed -at 80 different -centres

dawn to dusk hunger-strikes .
. before the offices of the Block,

 Anchal, " Sub-Divisional and

District authorities.
Widespread
Movement

This was a link in  the -

‘long chain of " protest ac-
tions which began with the
40,000-strong - demonstration

‘drawn from - all over the

. State before the Legislative

Assembly and complete har- .

tal in the town of Patna on
March 18 -this year. This
was followed by a Statewide

- hartfal on April 15. On June
26 a big giemonstratidn'was .
-held before the Patna Muni-

- that

cipal ~Corporation offices
~when it met to decide upon

the imposition of the pro-'
- fessional tax. :

At Bhagalpur, where de-

" monstrators from all over the
.District had gathered in the

town, -about one thousand

. persons . participated in -the

hunger-strike ont July 27. The

"majority. of these had come,
‘from ‘the -villages trekking

some tens of miles in many
cases. There was also a good

- representation of the town-

people, - including business-
men, lawyers, doctors and
. others. The Indian Nation

- reported that “About 5,000

persons’ participated in  the
demonstration ‘and ' marched
towards the Court  where

about one - thousand offered -

hunger-strike  before thé

- chamber of the District’ Ma-

gistrate.” - -

In Muzaffarpur, the pro? ’
test hunger-strike was oOb- -

served ' throughout the Dis-
trict on July 21. On July 26,
the Anti-High . Prices
Enhanced Taxes Conference

_was held under the president--.

ship of Sri D. N. Kapoor, a
prominent lawyer of the town.
The Indian Nation reported

citizens were _present.” | The

Conference was addressed by .

Sri Jankinandan Singh, MLC,

“and . Communist leaders Com-
 rades: Chandrashekhar Singh

and Ramdeo Sharma, and
ethers.. ‘A District Committee
was elected at.-the- Confer-
ence headed by Sri Parm-
anand Kejriwal, a prominent
businessman of Muzaffarpur
and President of the North

‘Bihar Chambers of  Com-
- merce. oo ) .o

- At Arrah and also at Bha-

galpur the processionists were -
welcomed by the local people

at' road corners,. garlanded

_and flowers were showered.on

them. A-feature of these de-
monstrations, in the Chhota-

nagpur areas, was that Adi-
“vasl peasants sand labourers
and’ especially women parti-

sipated in large numbers.’
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" i ‘Monghyt, & pad yatra
was organised- during the
week and theé demonstration

held on August 7.  In Giridih,
while the hunger-strike was .
observed on-July 27, the Mica
Merchants’ Association decid-
ed to observe 2 one-day pro-
test hartal against the multi-
point Sales-Tax ‘on August 8,
when the Chief Minister visit-
ed the town to.inaugurate the
All-India’ ‘Mica Convention.

The widespread character
of the demonstration can be’
 imagined from the fact that
.it was held at 80 cenfres in
14 districts whereas' in all
the 17 districts of Bihar
_there are only 80 towns with
' a, population of ten thou-
sand . or above. The move-
ment manifests the gene-
ral discontent among all_
sections of people against
the prevailing ‘high prices
and: the new taxes. ~
Formerly the single-point
Sales-Tax - had .exempted
those whose annual business
was less than Rs. 15,000. The
new ° multi-point.  Sales-Tax
has lowered -the exemption
limit to Rs. 5,000 'with

"half per cent Sales-Tax 2t
every stage .
Dealérs having a turnover cof
Rs, 15,000 or more will have
to pay a single-point tax -of

of transaction.

‘and the: hunger-strike was.

three per cent. This measure
which has coine into force
from July 1, puts:.the retail
dealers at a special disadvan-
tage as it will encourage
wholesalers to develop ' their
own retail business. The Edu-
cation Cess which came into

force on April 1, this year is

jevied at the rate of one anna

a rupee on holding tax in the -

urban areas and the land re-
venue paid by the peasants.
The tax on professions is

being imposed by the muni-~

cipal corporations at a slab
rate on all those having an
annual income of Rs. 1,500 or
more. It has to be remem-
bered that in Bihar the muri-
cipal taxes are, perhaps, the
highest in the country, with
23 per cent in Patna, and 32

per cent in other towns. This
tax will effect the majority of
"the -urban people in Bihar.

Communists
In The Lead

Despite ‘the exhortations of

the State Government, only
38 out of 78 municipalities

and’

“gbout ten thousand. -

NE(

Tlié .Statement: of

the Bihar State Council

of the Communist Party of India on the agita-
tion against unjust taxes reads in part:

HE mass movement
against newly imposed
unjust  taxes, high  prices
and government cOITUp-
tion has become very wide-
spread -in the Bihar State
. and everyday it is gaining
in ‘momentum... )
_Not only have the masses
moved in a big way all
- over. Bihar; but it can be
said.that almest all the

. Opposition forces. in the -
State are moving on these

issues. The Bihar State

Anti-Tax . Increase and

High Prices Committee
formed in a State Confer-
ence on June 7 is composed
of the Communist Party,
the Jan Congress, -five or
six PSP MEAs -headed by
Sri Mahamaya Prasad Sin-

‘ ha, Sarvasri Girija Nandan

. Singh MLC (Jharkhand
Party) ‘Budhan Rai Verma
‘MLC (Janata Party), a
number - of - traders and
prominent individuals, the
Kisan Sabha, 1
mittee of the AYTUC, etc.

‘Similar- Anti-Fax and
High ’Prices Committees
have been formed -in al-
most all the districts...
Though the PSP has not
joined the Anti-Tax Com-
mittee

announced : its:decision to
organise Statewide direct
action against. - the new
taxes and it had given a

Bihar Com- °

officially at. the
- State level, it -has. already -

- eall for a Statewide protest
hartal on July 1. -~ . |
The Jan Sangh .too has
been. organising hartals in
a number of towns, against
the taxes. . .
The . traders’ organisa-
- tions have come out openly
against the new taxes and
representatives . of several
traders’ * -organisations, as
‘for' example, the ‘North
Bihar Chamber of Com-
merce; Mithila Chambers of
Commerce, have joined the
Anti-Tax Committee ...
The ‘demands - placed by
the Anti-Tax :Committee
- are extremely simple and
reasonable. And they are
-generally ' supported by
_others as we have noted
above. The demands are:

'@ That Government
‘ should postpone. these
unjust -taxes and sit with
: the representatives of the
Anti-Tax  Committees - to
settle -the problem. I
shonld . convene .an All-
* Parties Conference to dis-

.ctiss alternative sources of -

revenue.

® The Government
. should increase the
nuinber of fair price shops’
and ensure the supply of
rice' and wheat at Rs, 16
per maund and Rs. 14 res-
pectively. It shounld set up
All-Parties Food Commit-

% FROM ALI ASHBAF -

(including notified areas) In
Bihar had levied ‘this tax-up
to 1957. All the other muni-
cipalities, including the Patna
Municipal Corporation,
repeatedly ~refused ' to levy

‘this tax. 'Even those munici-

palities which had imposed it
were unable to realise it due
to universal .opposition. In
1958, the Bihar Government

made - it obligatory" on the

municipalities to levy this tax

“unless- they wanted to forego.
all financial assistance from .

it. In their last'anhual con-
ference even members of the
legal profession had opposed

this tax. - They have also heid .

it to be unconstitutional in so
far as a levying authority can
not be forced to levy a tax by
another authority. .

While the

of people, it was the Com-
munist Party which gave it

form and organised a broad .

" united. mass-movement.

1t was - the Communist
Party ~ which ~organised the

had:

demonstration -on March 18.
- Following
Statewide -hartal, .organised
again ‘at the call and.under

the leadership of the  Parly, -

Had a great impact. “The har-'
tal was observed in 110 places
in-the State.” The significance

of this can be understood by .

"the fact that there are only
78 municipal towns, including
notified areas in Bihar, and

only 80 towns with a popula-

tion of 10,000 and above.

establishment of  the joint

Anti-Tax Enhancement and- .

-Anti-High Prices - Committee.

joint conferences were held

.both at the State level and in -

the Districts. .

it- the April 16 = -

This paved the way for the

at the State level. Soon after, -

discontent:
. against these new taxation
 measures “Was' widespread.
* and common. to all sections

.Leaders of many; parties
joined 'the Committees. Sri

Mahamaya Prasad, the leader .-

-of the PSP group in the Le- ' !
. gislative Assembly, Was elect- .~
ed.'the Chairman and -Sri .
Jankinandan Singh, MLC,
Secretary .of the. Bihar Jan
Congress, was elected a Co- -

"% ON PAGE 10
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o COMmmunist - Party’s . stagemgnt

tees at all levels. It shonld

set ap a high ~ powered
‘commisison to enquire into
the corruption and to form
AN-Parties. Committees at
various levels to ensure its
eradication, .~ . .
The  Government ~of
Bihar, however, does not’
believe in paying any at-
tention " to. .popular de-
mands raised by Opposi-
tion parties dnd organisa-
-tions, It lacks the common
courtesy even to acknow-
ledge the receipt of letters
sent by . the Communist

" Party to engquire -about the

reply of the , Government:
to the memorandam sub- .
mitted by us on March 18.
During the last two mon-

‘ ths it has not been possi-

ble for the Government to
meet -the representatives

* of the Anti-Tax = Commit-

tee ‘for discussing -these
matters. . It appears {hat
the Bihar Government will
lose its prestige if it dis-
.cusses these with the Op- o

- position parties.

The Anti-Tax Increase’ -
and -High Prices Confer-
epce-at Patna took the de-.
cision to organise State-
‘wide peaceful satyagraha
if the Government refuses
to settle these. issues by
negotiation. : o .

‘While 1t is for the Anti-

_Tax Committee to fix the

date for satyagraha, the
Communist - Party is carry- -
ing. intense . preparations.
for the same. From among

" the. satyagrahis recruited
Jo g . . .

" these issues

up till now, six thousand
token = hunger-’
" strike in 92 centres in the

observed

State on July 27. The Com-
munist Party will be pre-

- pared to offer many times .
more this number -when-"

ever the. Anti-Tax Com-
mittee begins its satyagra-
hat . I

Thé, Communist
welconmes .the . decision of
the PSP to organise »
Statewide satyagraha -on
similar demands. It is ra-

" ther - unfortunate that it

has not joined the Anti-
Tax Increase  and ~High
Prices Committee officially

" at the. State level. The -
- Communist Party will make
- efforts to bring about as .
much. unity in action as |

possible, - )
A large number of Con-
gressmen are agitated at
the callous attitude.of the
Government in relation to
these urgent and just de-

" mands of the people. 'The

Communist =~ Party. appeals
to them to pul pressure on

the Government to change

its unreasonable stand and

.also expects that they will

raise their 'voice publicly

- in support of the demands

'in case the Government

“refuses to settle these is-

sues by negotiations.

_ Even at this ‘eleventh

hour the Communist Party,
requests the Government
not to stand on its pres-

tige by refiising to seitle
by ‘negotia< -

-tions.

Party
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August 17,

densed version of the s

oY

' HE subject before “us
“has already been cha-
racterised as one which has

_ caused -not only a lot of

stir in the country but also
anxiety in the minds of all

* political parties, all inter-

ests and all classes. .
It anybody goes. round the

country and reads.the papers -

and even meets Congressmen
who may be anti-Communist,

“he will find that even in their

minds ‘and especlally in the
minds of the middle ciass,

“there is & feeling of uneasi-

ness, a slight discomfort, at
what has happened. People
may even say that the Com-~
munist Party is bad and Com--
munists - are certainly. very
bad -and do not deserve to

rule or live in this counsiry

and so on.. -
‘But the bitterest anti-
Communist even today feels

" uncomfortable about what

has happened. Why is there
a feeling like that? It shows
that for a large number of
people—almost 2 majority
in the country—what has
- happened is not according
-.to the ténefs of demoeracy.

‘Never has an intervention
caused such a stir, such an

" ... uncomfortable feeling in.the -

minds of the middle classes,

* intellectuals ~and even Con-

gressmen as this intervention
has caused. . Why this’ pecu-
Uarity?

Reason For

The Stir |

This ‘thing has_aroused at-
tention “because it was, as- is
already said, !
Ministry and an-unpreceden-
ted ‘situation had been created
in & State ruled.by the Com-
munists. And the Governmen?
of India from the very begin-
ning wanted to be very help-
-full It almost went out. of its
way, - even perhaps to the
point of embracing the Chiet
‘Minister casually, in the pro-
per Congress manner! It went

out of its way to help the .

Government “lest 1t might be
understood that because it
was a Communist Govern-

ment it was not being helped!"

" Therefore they say that this
intervention is not at all in
furtherance of the interests

_of . the Congress Party |or

against -the interests of the
Communist Party,.but.ls re-

" sorted to in order to cure a

situation = which. was beyqpd

cure except by this method

- of dismissing a Ministry.
Is that true? My position

".ig that, from -the beginning

there was almost a_feeling, at
Jeast in certain leading Con-
ranks, that from A to Z

' what was- happening was

wrong and, therefore, it must

be suppressed. - .
"I_will detail one or two

- points  to illustrate my case.

First, when the election re-

. sults came, then, of -course,
" there was surprise.

] commus-
nists elected? By a majority

' .in.a State and going to form
the  Government? What 2

.. In'a onehour speech in the Lok Sabha on. -
) leader of the Communist
- S. A. Dange exposed the narrow : _
" of the Congress leadership “which could. not
tolerate the Ministry of a non-Congress party
_even in one State. Here on this page is a con-

-of two.:

& Communist -

Group
partisanship

R
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horrid - thing? Impossible?
How can it be?

Why this surprise? Because
it was taken as an axiomatic
truth .that Communism has
no roots in the country, Marx
is naturally out-of-date, So-
clalism of the Marxian type
can never win a victory!

And then the thing hap-
pened. The Communists did .
get the votes and got the
majority of seats in the Le-
gislature. That surprised,
shocked and frightened eer-_

_tain elements, espeeially
the Congress Party and the

Congress Governments in

the States and at the Cen-

tre for this is an unheard
of thing! : :

.One Minister even went to
the length of saying before

the election, “even if they

win, one does not know whe-
ther they.should be allowed
to form a Government.” (In-
terruption) ‘He was then pull--
ed up. Then, ultimately good
sense prevailed; they were al-

lowed to form the Govern-

ment—even Wwith a majority

Immeiila.tely the Congress
General Secretary jumped

into Kerala—Sriman Narayan. -

He jumps into Kerala and
immediately -arnounces that’
law and order is in danger,
lite is insecure—within three
days. Within three days of the
Communist Ministry coming
intc office and within three
hours of this gentleman go-
ing there, he found that law
and order was collapsing, life
was insecure and something
must be done. And there be-
gan the chain. -~ .

[The Deputy Minister of -
Food & Agriculture (Sri AM.
Thomas): He went there only
after three months. (Inter--
ruptions)] - :

Evemnts ’Wer.e
Planped '

‘This chain is followed up-

véry quietly and in a‘very
planned. way—in various
‘ways. So, my first point is
that- there was a shock, a
sense of fright. All their ac-
cepted principles about Com-
munism = were finished be-
cause we had come to-power
by elections. ) _

" [Sri Ashok Mehta -(Muzaf-
farpur): The theory is to get
rid of you by election—to' see

. whether we can get rid of

you by election.] :

I will come to. that later.
You cannot get rid of us by
election; - That. is why you
wanted intervention. L
" Now, of course, people .say

)verthrow Org
 Narrow Partisan Ends

that we came to power not

_because we were liked by the"
"Kergla people. . They sald it
- was'a minority vote, May I

know if this whole Treasury
‘Bench has & majority vote in
the country?

" From 1947 there were seven

Ministries. They tell us that .

we are the cause of instabi-

lity. No; . we were the cause

of the largest amount of sta-

bility.and continuity of pro- -

per rule.

No Lust For
Power

There were three =or four
general elections and two in-
terventions. ‘Were - we the
cause of it? No. The cause of
it, the background of it, the
foundations of the instability
in Kerala -were laid by the
Congress Ministries; and they
are the cause of what hap-
pened later on even in our
regime. .

That was the position when
we fought the:last elections.
Did we want
Party rule? People charge us
by saying, Communists are
out for power only for their

own Party. Does our beha-
- yiour show that? Why dgo-you
forget the facts of history?
When the elections ~ were to
be fought, we proposed to the
PSP, the RSP and others to
have electoral alliances, plat-

form alliances, seat alliances,-

This shows that we were
not trying to get power only
for our party.

They say,
for power. Even after this,
when we were in @ majority,

did we or did we not make

an offer to the Left parties

to come and join the Gov-
ernment? - This was an un-
precedented example set by
the Communist Party.

Cold War.
Begins

_We did not do so ‘because-

we wanted power . for our
party alone, but we wanted a
Government, a real democra-
tic Government. If that were
not so,. Wwe need not have
offered any terms.

So, in the method of coming - k

‘to power; in the formation of

_ ‘the Ministry, in the method
the administra--

of running
tion, - all along we did not
show any desire to have Com-
munist rule-. as -such. We
showed .a desire - to have a
Ministry which would be com-
posed of all the Leftist par-
. ties, a democratic Ministry of
the Leftist "political parties.
This was our position. We
- were not really out for what
they call the total dictator-
ship of the Communist Party.
_ However, when they-were
dissppointed - with the elee-
" tion results the first, shi
‘were somehow or the other
digested and
cold war; this Ministry must

not’ be. allowed to govern-in

peace. Some of the ~ things

‘

anised  For

. pur programm

-we have lusf ;

then started a-.

that took place later on have
come out, - SO e
They expressed a surprise
.that the :Communists did

not do. things .which they. ‘

were expected to do. That
is another difficulty that
the Congress has run into.

The -Commuriists :did -not -

_ demand nationalisation of
this and that and all that
tremendous programme
jdentifled with Comm :

_'and did not have violence,
dictatorship, suppression

- and so on, )

They found that we were
trying to put into practice the

- . programme’ of the Congress.

Some of them asked: Are you

‘not falling from your pedestal
. of Communiam? I say: What

is Communism in this coun-
try? Land reform is the basic
tenet
earning of g living wage is &
basic tenet. In fact, the posi-
tion is that, if the Congress
were really to put their owm

- programme into .action, they

would hot be what they are’
today and the country would
be quite different. )
The problem is not one of
programmes or objectives. So-
cialism -is the objective. The

programme is theré; the Nag-

e has been in-
cluded just now. The difficulty
is that it is not being put
into effect. T

When evictions . are taking .

place, the ‘Ministers do not-
act with such force in a non-
partisan manner to see that
they are not evicted. The pro-

gramme prohibiting. eviction '

is good; it is there. i
Take zamindary . abolition.

Zamindars exist by whatever
other name you mgy call
- them. Therefore, the question

is not about the programme
or the objective.

Certainly everything - was
right with the programme

and- when we said that we’
. would implement their pro--

grammie, it was just another
fright for the Congress Party.
They were frightened at this:
Communists ~ implementing

the Congress Programme! If
_the laws are implemented in
‘the proper way ,the peasant
will be benefited. The laws in

of Communism; the .

_other measures.

polnt. where théy would
keep the same laws and
programmes but change the

Ministers and Ministries so’ .

that they may have a bet-
- ter soclety. Once that feel-
<. ing comes, then there is the
énd of the Congress Minis-'
try everywhere. This was
the second fright in their
Implementation of the ex-.
isting laws and the existing

programmes and also making -
néw laws—this double-edged

weapon was used by the Min-

istry .in order to guard the .
" Interests of the toiling people

and that was the complaint
against us. -

Pelice
Policy

A third thing frightened

therh. The sense of State po- -

wer'is the police. What does:
the police do In a State? It
enforces the -class -relation
that exists. Naturally it pro-
reeds the worker,
peasant = and  -middle-class
people and works in favour ot
the exploiting classes. In this,

the police is a vital élement.

For Instance, there is a law
that a tenant is not. to be

‘evicted. The tenant says that

he is not going. Then the

landlord -rings’ up a daroga -

and the policeman  comes
and evicts
says: I am not to be evicted

" as I have a right, but he is

told: You go to the court later

‘on and see your right there.
The police are on the side of

the rich, moneyed elements..
In Kerals, the first step
taken by the Ministry was’
to make a policy statement.
"We defend that statement
and we shall make it again
—that the police shall npt
interfere in strikes in favour
‘of the employers, that the
police shall not interfere in

" peasant disputes in favo

of the landlords- and the

police shall observe the 1

in such a way that it is not

a party against the workers

and the toiling masses and

in favour of the exploiting

classes. C

It was correctly declared
and I would in fact welcome

_if some of the other Ministers
“and Ministries -also declaré it.

They do not. At the slightest
sign of a strike, they adopt
‘When some
demands were presented be-
fore the Prime Minister and
when he :was negotiating
them, the police were shoot-
ing the workers in the Bhangl
colony. That is how they rule

“there

the tenant. He -

rected and all that. It is a
question -of ‘policy in relation
to classes and the struggle.
8o, 8ir, that - was- another
grouse, Shall. we retreat from

that? No, we are not going to~

retreat from . that position.

“ Then, when they found that

the workers and the peasants
were, going to make fheir de-
mands, they = said ~that all
these demands were made in

order to buttress ~the Com-

munist Party.

Sir, it the plantation work-
ers get their wages, if the
colr workers got their wages,
if the minimum wages clauses
are -enforced—we
minimum wages
18 industries, if we reorganise
the - coir - industry - because

measures, what are we to do
if it is attributed to the Com-

munist Ministry and by logic . -

of extension, unfortunately, it
s applied to the AITUC. .
While, taking these mea-
sures which are called par-
tisan measures, we Wwere
actually defending the eco-

nomy. We were defending

‘the economy of the country
also, We were defending the
_poor class, the ‘exploited
- class. And naturally the re-
volt was a revolt “"of the
bankers, the planters, the
landlords and ail those gen-
tlemen. - They started and

We introduced the Educa-

‘tion. Bill. We Introduced the

Agrarian Relations Bill. We
also had on: the anvil the In-

dustrial Relations Bill. I ad- ~

mit - there was a furore and

agitation against the Educa-’

tion Bill. It may be that peo-
ple had. objection: to the
Agrarian Relations Bill which
we passed. But if they haa a

discontent, how did they ex-

press it?

Centre’s

Role - .
What was done by the Cen-

tral Government, the Con-

gress Party and other people
in orgdnising the discontent

and leading to a certain con-.

clusion? That is the point.
I am quite sure- that the
Home Minister would not
admit it in the case of the
State of Bombay or i the
case of the State’ of Bengal
and allow people - to express:

-the discontent ' in thé . same .
way. : A
What they organised In

Kerala was & call for a strai-
ght rebellion against the
established -Government. Ib

enforced’
clauses for

was unemployment
there, it we tried -all these .

organised this conspiracy.” -

if it 18 not a, declaration of a

rebeilion and overthrow of
Government . by Torcible
‘means? -

"Is that & right allowed to

the Samyukta Maharashtra

Samiti? The Samyukta Maha-
rashtra Samiti got six lakhs
votes more than the Congress
in Maharashtra. The S8amyuk-
ta Maharashtra Samiti gave
a. wonderful picture of “peo-
ple’s upsurge”, “mass upsur-
ge” or whatever upsurge you
may call it. But there, at that
- time, we were told—it is good
that theories are being re-
. vised—it was the Prime Min-

ister himself ‘who sald that -

direct action and gatyagraha
are not allowed in Swaraj. Be-
fore independence, against
the British, it' was holy and
right, and atter independence,
direct action and satyagraha
is wrong. - -~ :

That whole theory was
thrown to the wind when it
was the question of the
Communist Ministry. Then
direct actién was sanction-

" .ed, satyagraha was sanec-
tioned, invasion of Trivan-
drum was sanctioned, cap-
turing -of the Secretariat
was sanctioned, a whole re-
bellion was sanctioned.
[An Hon. Member: No.]

—
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They say that it was not

sanctioned. But -there is- one
thing. When' the question of
responsibility comes, some-
body says that he is not a
member of the Congress Par-
Hamentary Board and he does
not know what they did.
‘When the question came whe-
ther Mr. Shankar was given
the sanction or. not, suddénly
it was found that Mr. Dhebar
passed the resolution but he
got the uncorrected copy and
the corrected copy was left
in his pocket; Therefore the
uncorrected - invasion
place on Trivandrum. -
[8ri C. K. Nair (Outer
Delhi): :
has no right, is-it not a sense
of insecurity? What will he
do?l. -
" Sense ' of security = having
vanished, the best measure to
give security to the people
was burn buses, security hav-
ing vanished, the best secu~

U. P.,, Bengal and.Kerala are
all the same but the effects
_differ. People in Kerala gain
while they do not gain'in
those States because the Min-
istries are different: This ans-
iwer would naturally be fixed
‘in the minds of the people. .
The Congress has become

- the Ministry of the bour-.
geois-landlords while the
other Ministry is not. Hence,
with the same law, there is

a - fundamental change.
People would gravitate more

and more towards & view-

in the Congress Party but we
did not want to do that....

If the police are not let
loose against the workers,
how' can there be insecurity?
For whom is there insecurity?
For the exploitérs who want

. to suppress the__workers? No. -

We are not going to give them
security. The Congress' Minis-
tries want to glve security to
the exploiters. !

"It . was not a question a8
though the police were neu-;

tralised, .not as if all -crimes

were not to be stopped, cor-

was a little picketing meant
to be symbolic which was
blessed, of course, in a sym-
bolic way by the Prime Minis-

“ter.. But the -symbolism be-

came a bigger reality. Then it
became  violent  picketing,
then it became burning of
buses, then it becane invasion

-and planting of a flag on the

Collectorate in Trivandrupx

and then finally. it was a.
“threat of complete march to

Trivandrum. to occupy - the
Secretariat '~ and to paralyse
the administration. What is it,

“not to bring school students
to schools and teach them
but to -send them out on the

When the employer

took

streets; that is the Congress.

. method of restoring security
in the country.

Now, let us argue this ques-

tion. We committed ourselves
and put these laws into eftect.
You . disagreed with them.
There ‘a5’ a difference of
opinion. How could that dif-
ference of opinion be resol-
~ved? Our Ministry said: Are
there charges? 'All right,

'

‘ . ] - were,
‘rity to give to the people was

V_tliere~are cha.rges Let us en-

quire. Are there motives im-
plied? Let us enquire. .Are

-there demands-to be argued?

Let us sit round the table and
have a conference. ’

:Nefgm_iatimis' |
Opposed
These frlends of durs, who

never- refused - & round table
conference .- with the British,

refused to have a conference

with the Kerala Government
—their own kith and kin. On
bended: knees,.they would go
to the British Governor for
a conference, but with us
poor people no conference.
We have become so untouch-
able that they :will' not even
sit round . the table with us.

We ‘preach negotiations
with the world outside but

- when it comes to negotiations

with the world inside, people
turn. deaf ears. '

Here, we dre told by the
Labour -Minister ~every day,
“Negotiate a dispute, do not
go on strike; negotiate a dif-
ference of opinion, do not go
on strike; negotiate & differ-
ence, go to arbitration, but do.
not strike.” ' ’

[ Congress Was Frightened
, at To Its B

Suddenly, they dropped
the whole idea of negotia-
tion when it was a question
of Kerala Ministry because
they wanted to disiniss it
anyhow. Provide grounds to
dismiss it beause if you sit

- round and negotiate, there
is ‘a way out. If there is a
way out and a settiement,
-the -damn thing continues,
the Ministry lives. But the

aim is to get the Ministry

out..

We invited the Hon. Prime
Minister himself. to come. We
were not afraid of his coming..

What was his conclusion?
His conclusion was that there
was a certain amount of hys-
teria there. What was his next
conclusion? It was, surrender.
to hysteria: dismiss the Min-
istry. Is that politics? Is that
democracy? 1Is that - respect

-for an elected legislature?

What was his duty as the
leader of the people, as the
leader of the country, as the

Prime Minister and as a Con--

gress leader? He simply gives
an oplnion that the whole

thing has hardened into two.

blocs with no link between
them. Well, we.invited you to

become that link, He refused

to become the link. And what
happened was ' that he kept
the two blocs separate, as they
suppressed one and
ralsed the other. = - )

* Do-you mean - to tell me

that if the Hon. Prime Min-
ister had told his people to
go to. a oconference, they
would have rejected it, that
is, these . Congress people,
Christian missionaries and
all of them? The way he
thunders at us, if he had
done one-tenth of - that
thundering against ' them,
they ~ would have come
round. o
But he did not. ‘Why, be-
cause he was hemmed in by

all the weight of the hysteria.
He was hemmed in by pecu-
liar conception of an indefi-
nite mass upsurge. He got
overwhelmed and then, ins-
tead of becoming. a link in
order to bring about a com-

promise, find a solution by

‘suggesting amendments. to
the laws, certain measures to
be taken, enquiry committee
to be set up—all.that heé.re-
jected—he sdid, “Either you
resign or submit to -re-elec-
tion.” Re-election? Why? .

Somebody asked me: “Is
not mid-term - eléction a.de-

. mocratic solution? Why -did

we not accept it?” If there
is to.be a national convention
or if there is a- provision in
the Constitution' for a right
of recall, we would be-the
first to admit the right of re-
call, and abide by it.

Ministry? ‘Why was not' that
thing applied when the' food

scandal in Bengal was found

out, when ong Minister ré-

signed, stpod for election and =

defeated the Congress candi-

date? Why was not that Food.
Minister made to resign?.I do -

not even ask for the resigna-

.tion of the whole Ministry -but
only that one Food Minister -

' burst our established notions.

If onte .they- start gelling
elected, that malaise or di-
: sease will spread.”

Then, after getting elected,
they, conduct’ themselves ac-
cording to  the Constitullon.
That_is another - surprise..
Then the Government is good.
It givés good measures. That
is another surprise. They take
up policies = which should be
incorporated by the Congress
Ministry with the programme. -
which is. theirs; with the law -
which is  theirs; h
Constitution which is theirs. -
It these things survive, it is.

".a threat to Congress rule in -~
other provinces. So, ‘“over- _ - . .

throw”.. .- -~

- Organised
T Overthrow
’ But why should it be ap- . ‘o4 i
plied first enly to the Kerala

_ The overthrow was Orga-
nised and blessed. Let any-
_ body own it or . disown it..
That is not the point. As a -
whole it was supported: as a
whole it ‘was not disowned; -
as a whole it was not fought

" against;
best Ministers and the best -
leaders " in the: Congress -

. never went there and said -

“Stop it”.

I may here: tell a story

" which may not. be very ap-.

ule

me——

C -
whose scandal was proved
and in the election. the seat
was won by the man who
made the allegation. And yet,

no- action is taken! = - -

s This
Democraey 2

I do not want to quote

other instances in several
other Congress Provinces. If:
a simplé statement of some-
body belonging to the Oppo-
sition says that insecurity is
there, and there is a Govern-
ment or Ministry of a differ-
ent party, overthrow it or
order ‘mid-term elections.
" What is the.allegation of
the 96 or 98 dissidents in U.P.?
They say that there is in-
security . in their province
and the Government is being
run not only not for the Con-
gress Party as a whole but
for one group inside the Con-
gress Party. - :

It really requires an im-
measurable amount of arro-
gance to say those things
about us with all that fire-
under their - feet in UP.,
Bengal and elsewhere. Their
idea was not democracy,
rule of law; dignity and all
that. It was complete hatred
for the Communist Ministry
and a desire to get rid of it-
somehow. If that is demo--
cracy, in that. case, I do not
know what is dictatorship.
‘I would like to sum up the

position. . Here, - it is not a
question of democracy being
violated by.us;- it is not a
question of laws being violat-'
ed by us; it is not a question
of this prisoner and that pri-
soner being released or not.

"The conspiracy developed
from certain positions: “The
Communists .shall -never be
elected.” But -now they have

been elected. . “They have-

propriate but you know. there:
was & siory in the Mahabha- .
rata that Dharmaraja’s rath

or chariot used to go along.’

'with others but it was always

about ‘one foot.  above the

. earth because he never told &
an untruth. But once he vaci- . .

‘ llated in the war. He was ask-"" - -

- ed whether Aswathama was
dead or not. He knew he was .

" not. dead.. He vacillated and

said “Naro va _kunjaro va”.
The rath then touched .the .

earth and the man became as *

mortal, as good or as bad as -
the-others were. r :

- . " 'This is the fall 'of the Prime

Minister in Kerala." He: vaci-

_ llated - and said: .“I do not

know. There are two bloes.’

- ‘You may be right; you may

not. be right.”- His rath has - -

- fallen and he has become as

mortal as the-others were or
are. And that is'not a gain to
the country. His reputation is
lost ‘and it 15 & Yoss to demo-~ -
_cracy, because, now there is
no one whom :the people can’
trust; the others,. some of
them we know very well; we

- know - - their democracy; we

know their methods and we ..

know everything. ° ) .
There was one. figure. sym-

" bolising the Indian nation, as -

we think, . nationally and in- -
ternationally, : and - that one-:
figure, in this hour of trial,
where there was a question of - -
not " being partisan, siding -
‘with the people, siding with
the Ministry which -is even
Communist,- that man fell a
victim  to that ‘-over-riding

thought. Marx is still haufit—__ :

ing -though he is out-of-date. ~
He arose out of the grave and
came up in Kerala. - '’ .
And so, . Instead of the
Constitution, there is the gun.-:

What is going to happen to = -

the Constitution? He fell a -
victim and there is a loss to.
democracy. Therefore, it-is a .-
loss. to the country, also be-
cause the Constitution, de-’
mocracy, the concéption of
non-partisanship, the con- °
ception of wielding the police
not for exploiting—all' that
has béen defeated. That is

“not, however, a final defeat,

because this time the Central
Government has: intervened, .
but -the- people are going to .
intervene in- the last. v

with the

as a whole,- the . -




NEITHER SUBVERSION NOR PARTY POLITICS *

On August 14, an itﬁportant and significant reso-

Iution was moved
M. Basavapuniah.

" HIS House is of opi-

T nion that Govern-
ment should appoint a com=
mittee consisting of 23

in the Rajya Sabha by Comrade
The resolution read:

the question of pay scales.

The plea from the armed for-
ces is that they should be

given the same treatment as

Meémbers of Parliament, 15 .the civilians.‘The same applies

from the Lok Sabha and
“elght from the Rajya Sa-
bha, to enquire into the liv-
ing and working conditions
of officers’ and other ranks
in the Armed Forces and
_the educational and.other
facilities at present avall-
able. to their children Nv-
ing in -military camp areas
and to make recommenda-
tions for the improvement
of such conditions and faci-
lities.”

‘Sober Amd
- Restrained -

. Commending’ this resolu- -
tion  for.the approval of the.

House, Comrade Basavapuniah
made a telling speech which
won approbation for its res-
traint and sobriety. He made
it clear at the oufset that he

" was- concerned only that Par-

liament be more closely asso-
ciated with the armed' servi-
ces through this committee of

- enquiry. . -

He. further stated: “Sir, I
wounld again repeat that my .

- whole objett is how to crea-

te a truly national, patrio-
tic and efficient defence

force ‘and when I say that, .
it should not be taken to .
-.expect them to.put up with.

mean that it is not. a ma-~
tional,
cient force. What I want to
- emphasise again is, it is not
up to the mark....”
" Detailing some of the de-
fects, the mover referred to

UN

"Secretary together with Com-

rade Ramavtar Shastri, the

" Communist leader. The joint
_-conference was attended by
‘ some . prominent members- of

other parties as well. The
latest reports reaching “from .
Ranchi indicate that Sri 8. K.
Bage, leader of the™ Jhar-
khand Party and leader. of
Opposition 'in' the Bihar As-
sembly,- has cgnsented to be-

. come the Chzirman of the

Ranchi - District. Committee.
Even. Congressmen joined the

" meetings #nd demonstrations
“organised py this Committee.

On: July; 25, the “Indian
Nation” reported that the
Bihar Pradesh Congress .
- Committee ‘‘called. for ex-
planation from 11 Con-

n of -the Patn
cipation in a demonstra-
_tion against * the levy of
. professional tax- by the

Corporation in Patna.” It -

" is.a measure of the extreme
unpopularity of this tax
that these Congressmen are
reperted ' to have replied
_that “they will -continue to
oppose the levy in their in-

.. dividuak eapacity in the bet-
ter interests of the people.
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patriotic and effi- -

to the pension rules, where
discrepancy between the top

officers and lower ranks is &8s’
marked a feature as in the-

case-of pay scales. Nobody

grudges the officers their pay -

or pension rules, the mover
stated, but . consideration
should also be paid . to the
jawans. .

The third point brought up
was the question of the re-
serves and colour services.
After seven years of colour
service a man is thrown into
the reserves on meagre pen-
sions of Rs: ten or 12 & month.
This was no way: of building
up proper reserves, the need
for which nobody disputed.

Service o
Conditions =~
Then Comfade Basavapu-
niah moved over to the ques-
tion of service conditions, of

proper. respect and dignity
for the ordinary soldier.

“Not all officers but a’

majority of them are still
olinging to the bureaucra-
tic ideas in treating . the
rank and file.... They may
'be able to put up with star-
vation . diet and other
things, but it is too much to

#such insults’at-the hands
of some of "the officers:
‘There are good officers, as

. I said, but some of the offi-
cers treat them as domestic
servants....” ; .

_in the Navy and Air-Force.

" Our Armed Forces Must
© . Get A Fair Deal

The other charges about
conditions in the Armed Ser-
wices necessitating a Parlia-

mentary probe concerned: the -

continued sending ‘of officers

- for training at Sandhurst and

the need to ensure that all
the nationalities Iin. India
were adequately = represented

“in the services.

Witch-Hant
Hm Forpes

The last point was taken up
by what the. mover = termed:
“some - sort of witch-hunt”
going on in some branches of
the armed forces, especially

“Someé go. to the length of
saying that if someone wants
to get discharged from the

" service, it ' is‘enough if he

takes a copy of New Age, the

Communist Party weekly, or’

some literature connected
with the RSP or Marxist For-
ward Bloc.” This kind of par-
tisan politics in the armed
forces was not good for them
or for the country. :

After a provocative speech,

from the Nawab of Chhatari,
who smelled- “subvefsion” -in
the very fact that the Oppo-
sition had moved a resolution:
on the armed forces,  there
was a. thoughtful speech.from

Sri D. P. Singh who paid par-

ticular attention to the pro-
blem
living .conditions.

sri N. M. Lingam stated
that it should occasion no
surprise that in the . Armed
Forces there should be a, de-
mand for better service icon-
ditions and emoluments. In
support - of his statement he
cited his personal talks with
officers and members of the
other ranks, - )

ensuring appropriaté

' Dr..Z. A, Ahmad made a

passionate speech in support

~.of the resolution:. “What does -

this resolution say? This re-
solution does not say, do ihis
or that. It just asks you to
appoint a2 commiftee of the
highest organ of the State,

- that is Parliament, to inves-

tigate into the serviee condi-

tions of the armed forces that '

are now prevailing.! What is,
wrong thére?”

“He emphasised the point.

that India's soldiers, sailors
and Air-Force personnel who
hazarded. their all, should
feel that “there are arrange-
ments. whereby they can get
their grievances at least list-
ened to, if not fully redress-
ed.” - :
Questions of pay and retire-
ment needed to be gone into,

" .and it was absolutely wrong

to draw a red herring across

‘the trial by talking about .

“subversion”. Dr. Ahmad de-
clared: “No single party can

look after the army. It is the -

entire nation,.it is the entire
people, it is the entire Parlia-
ment that = has to safeguard
the interests of the army. So

such a bogey should not be

created.” :
Finally, he pleaded for the
removal of artificial restric-
tions on what political lite-
rature  was allowed to the
‘army. “You cannot have an
unthinking army...This army
thinks, and, I tell you, what-
ever you may do, -the army
personnel read.... Therefore,
such ~ artificial  restrictions
should go. You are allowed to
read this' and not that—it is
a sort of Papal Bull that is
issued to them....Free circu-
lation of literature should be
allowed. .. .Political education

should be given to.them be-

cause our army is a democra-
tic army....We want 2
_thinking' patriotic, democra-
tic army which moves with
conviction and fights with

COMMUNIST RESOLUTION
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As representative of the
people it was _incumbent
upon them to give expres-
sion to popular resentment,
sweeping among the masses
against ‘the tax.”

In deciding its attitude to
this movement the PSP is
faced with a dilemma of ifs
own making—between its
anti-Communism = and the
necessity of keeping on the
right side of popular discon-

‘tent.

A spokesman of the PSP

"who told the Indian Nation

Staff Correspondent (July
95) that “the line of action to
be adopted is to intensify agi-
tation: against taxation mea-
sures of the State Govern-
meént”, at the same time hur-
ried to assure that “the PSP

Town DCC for their parti- -Will have no alignment with

any other political’ party in
this programme.” He further
explained
Party. had maintained its se-
parate identity on the agita-
tional front - ‘against these
taxation measures.”

The spokesman was COI-
rectly reflecting the official
policy of his party. For, Sri
Mahamaya Prasad and the
PSP MLAs have joined the

i

that . “so far the-

united committees in their
individual capacities and des-

pite Sri Mahamaya Prasad's .

public  appeal, in his Presi-

_dential address.to the State

Conference against Enhanced
Taxes and High Prices to the-
PSP to join this united com-
mittee,
issued instructions to iis
members to keep aloof from
the Joint Committee and the
movement led by it.

The Executive of the PSP,
however, has failed to keep
its ranks and even & part of
its leadership itself aloof from
the united movement. When

‘the demonstration = against

the professional tax was or-
ganised before the Corpora-
tion .offices on June :26, the

. Patna Town PSP had to hur-

riedly decide not to be .left

alone and sent a small jatha:

with the PSP fiag to join the
demonstration which had de-
cided not to carry any party

Later the PSP gave a call

‘for a Statewide hartal on

July 1. It is also planning a
demonstration’

‘ing conventions of consumers

NEW AGE

its Executive has.

before the .
" coming session of the Assem-
bly and thinking of organis-

and dealers against the multi-
point Sales-Tax. e

The: Comimunist Party
has welcomed these actions
~and will support them and
whatever other steps -the
PSP, takes, :so far as they
Lielp to mobilise and unify
any section - -of _people
against high prices and en-
hanced taxes. . - .
In the meantime, the State
Executive Committee and
Council 6f the Communist
Party are meeting on- August
11 to 14. The State Commit-
tee Against Enhanced Taxes
is meeting .on August 16. ' It
had earlier submitted a me-
morandum to the Govern-
ment, . pointing out alterna-
tive and more profitable

sources of ~revenue and

sought an interview with the3.

Chief Minister. It is under-
stood that unless the Gov-
ernment agrees to reconsider
the new taxation measures
and takes effective’ steps to
curb the rise in prices as well
as to fight ° corruption, the
-Committée will be forced to
consider more effective -forms
of peaceful diréct- action to
force it to concede the unani-
mous demands of the people.

"conviction.” B
Sri Jaswant Singh lashed

out at the partisan attitude

s

of some

" simply- - because .it = was
moved by a Commaunist. Sri
P. N. Sapru also made a

_ strong .case for, Parliament
taking a deep . interest in
all matters concerning the

Armed Forces, which trans-

. cended _'pgrty‘ ‘differences.
Parliament’s
Right

Comrade. Bhupesh = Gupta
began by stating: “In condi-

tions of democracy, Parlia-.

ment should’ be interested in
knowing. how
officers in the armed

being reared . and fashioned

as defénders of our country.”-

He congratulated the offi-
cers and men for the impro-

- vement in the  Armed Forces -

that had taken place since
independence, He dgcla.red,
«if the Indian Army is good,

it is not only because the"
ranks are good but it s also |

because there are officers who
are -good....” .-
On the question of salaries,

he made it clear that he was o
for redressing the grievances
“of all, the men and the offiz

cers, but yawning disparities

should go—for instance, a .

sepoy has 2 basic salary of

only Rs. 25 and a General re- .
ceives 120 times that amount. |

Similarly, while no one. would

-grudge the officers getting 50

per cent of their basic pay as

pension, why should the ranks .

be palmed off with a pension
of only 35 per cent of their
basic pay? : i :

Comrade Bhupesh Gupta ‘

made miany & telling point on
this ‘score with regard to ac-

commodation, - journey. and'

education allowances. He

.pleaded for the removal .of
~the disabilities suffered by

those who came under the
category of Emergency Com-

missioned Officers, who should . -

be made regular Commission-
ed Officers.
commended opening of more
avenues of promotion for the
other ranks. - - R

On the problem of super-
session, he. stated that while
he did not accept the accusa-
tions being made against the

Defence Minister, the grie-.
vances of those superseded

should be very patiently .at-

tended to, “and. at the same -
time, this should be impressed . -

on the people concerned that
we are doing it in the para-
mount interests of the entire
armed forces.” co

He .ended Wwith . a fervent
call: “We possess very good

human material and given -
care, -attention and sympathy, :-

generosity of heart-and vision,

we can make a very good de-
° fence ‘force....” - - ’

_ After the speech ' of the
Defence Minister, Comrade

Basavapuniah thanked the.

many Members who had very
sympathetically responded to
the resolution and strongly

rebutted the ‘allegations made '

by some about ' “subversion”
and “party politics”,

Before pressing his resolu-
tion to vote—which the obe-

dient majority. voted down— .

he sharply peinted out how
he had not made uise of &,

1ot of materials.at his disposal .

since he wanted matters to be

discussed calmly. ~.* . - .
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S Congressmen: who °
" opposed this good resolution -

the men and .
| forces -
live their lives; how they are:

Structural

He strongly re-
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(SZECHOSLOVAKIA ranks aniong. the industrially
developed countries, - In recent years, hand in’

hand with economic development, the foreign trade

of Czechoslovakia has also expanded,
__showing ‘a constant rising tendency.
the index of its development showed the following -

~level (year 1948 —100) :

e . 1949 1951,
“Total I
. turnover . 1161 135.0
7 SociaHst . . :

; countries 140.5 - 210.6
Capitalist

. countries 97.2 766

~ Also changes in the struc-.
ture of the éxchange of goods
have taken place, chiefly to

- the “benefit of engineering .

products and finished pro-
ducts. ; ’

‘Changes

. The present situation is the

- result of the planned struc-

+tural changes carried out in
‘the national .economy- of Cze-.
choslovakia in the . last ten .

", years, which have transfer-

red the focal point from the
light and processing - indus-
tries to heavy industry, above
all the engineering industry. .

Apart from - structural
changes, great territorial

tare and the education of
the population. All the
great treasures of the past
:and all- the.  gateways to
knowledge and beauty are
open to everyone who is
interested in them. A’ full
one-third of the State bud-

crowns, -was devoted in
1957 to. cuitural, health
was 8.8 per cent more than.
in' the preceding' year.

"EDUCATION

cation and cniture and cal-
culate the State expendi-
ture for these -sectors per
head of the population - in

Czechoslovakia, In 1950,

the figure per capita was
299 Cz. crowns and. in 1957,

already 476 Cz. crowns.

This figure more than -

doubled in the - course of
seven years. It is becaumse
of this that education  in
Crechoslovakia is on such-
a high level. .~ .

IXPANSION
OF CULTURAL

3 get; ie. almos 32 milliard -

and social facilities, which .

Let us take merely edu- -

N Czechosloyakié. sys-
S B fematic care is devoted -
to the promotion of cul-
3 :
by

its turnover
In recent years

1953 . 1955. 1956- 1957 1958

i6L1 1729 2316 2509 257

289.7 3215 3497 3910 399

N
76.6 106.6 . 140.3" 1425 - 145 -

:chan_ges ‘have falso, been -wit-’

nessed, viz. from the western
countries -to countries of the
Socialist camp. C

" Not long ago, the British
Minister of Trade, Mr. John

" Vaughan-Morgan, stated that
* after the Hfting of the em-

bargo last year no hasty pur-

' chase of goods. thus freed oc-
curred, as the East European

countries ‘had in the mean-
time become self-sufficient
with respect to the- goods
concerned.

The resulé of the deve-

lopment during the last few
years is -the continuous

growth of the exchange of”

-goods with Socialist coun-
tries as well as with coun-
tries undergoing a Process
of ‘economic development.

-

In Czechoslovakia there

leges, 790 vocational .and
technical )
12,445 elementary educa-
tional schools. Whereas,
for example, there were in
Czechoslovakia in the 1936
to 1937 school year. some
75,000 pupils, in the 1956 to
1957 school year their nam-

most 90 per cent, ie. to

economy there is an ever-
growing demand for speé-
cialists. Before the Second
World War thére were not
quite’ 11,000 pupils attend-.
ing the - technical ‘schools-
whereas in the 1956 to 1357

ready 66,000, ie. six times
more. . .

- . Before the war, the Cze-
choslovak Republic. had 13
universities and - colleges
. ‘and 25 faculties with 23,000

students. Toddy there are .

42 universities and colleges,

154, India—147,

- data,

are 42 universities and col-

schools, ~ and -

ber had increased by  al- -

approximately 140,000 pu--
. pils.

" I ﬁew of the great ex-
pansion of the ational

school year there were al-

-61 professional

with 106 faculties: and

o .
-~Their share in the total
“ volume  of exchange of
goods as compared with the

- total- volume of the ex-

change of goods with the

non-Socialistic -~ countries

rose from 24 per cent in the
- year 1948 to-37 per cent in
- the year 1958. ~ -

For the: purpose of illustra-
tion we show below the vo-
lume of exchange of goods
with some economically un-
der-developed countries in
the year 1958 (in millions of

-Czechoslovak crowns): UAR—-

605, Pakistan—41, Argentine—
Sudan—36,
Brazil—219, Malaya—86, Af-
ghanistan—35, Mexi¢o—22. -

Compared with the above
trade with industrially
developed countries: showed
the following lével in the year
1957 (in millions of Czecho-

Frde s s

@

slovak crowns, frontier of the -
supplying country): - :

Import Expert -
France . e 92 107
German Federal .
Republic: .~ 431 . 395
Austria . 180. 148
‘USA 10 @ 44

Australia ... 176 35

With Socialist
Countries

For purposes of compari-
son, the turnover of trade
with some of the Soclalist
countries is given below. The
total turnover (in millions of -
Czechoslovak crowns) reach-
ed 14,587, of whi¢h the share
of the. USSR - amounted " to:

- 6,833, that of the German De-

mocratic. Republic to 2,301
and that of the People’s Re-
public of China to 1,447,

49,000 students. The - in-
.crease here ‘is thus 110 per
cent. The . growth, "how-

- ever, in the number of stu-

dents attending technical
colleges is as much as 300
per cent. This  number
_does .not - include special
methods of study such Tas
university extension study
which is carried on by
thousands of persons along
with their normal employ-
ment. More than a half
-of the students receive a
monthly ~scholarship and
live cheaply in dormitories
and éat_in stedents’ _can- -
feens.

THEATRE

Let us note still another
indicator — the theatre.

- Czechoslovakia is perhaps

the, country - with the
greatest number. of profes-

" sional theatres in relation

-to the size of its popula-
tion. Today she possesses-
- theatres
dnd in these theatres are
63 dramatic ensembles of

‘the increase in the number

tors gave 26,231 performs

of theatre-goers during the
year was almost the same
as the number of inhabit-
- ants of the whole Republic.

vity can be found in few
countries in the world.

in - comparison with -the
prewar period has increas-
“ed twofold, an increase of
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A VIEW-OF THE
PRAGUE CASTLE

which four are run by
young ' people, tem give
operas, 11 operettas, seven . h
ballets and ten are puppet
companies. In - addifion,
there are over 6,000 ama-
teur ensembles, well eqaip- -
ped and expertly diregted, -
which compete amang each
other for the honour  of,
having given the best per-
formances and which. an- '
nually hold an . All-State

The growth of cultural
level can best b€ seen in

of theatres and cinemas. :
Last year Czechoslovak ac- °

ances. . The total number -

Such brisk theatrical -acti~:

The number of cinemas .se

"jewellery,

The chief products con-
cerned in the - exchange - of
goods - ‘with - the - developed
countries of Western Europe -
and America are traditional
products, such as Czechoslo- -

_ vak'glass, Jablones costume,; .

pencils,  ceramics,
foodstuffs specialities, malt, .
hops, etc., on the one hand
as~well ‘as new - products . of
Czechoslovak engineering in- -

. 'dustry on the other such as -
‘machine-tools, passenger cars .

which are greatly sought -
after .also in the USA, motor-
cycles,  textiles, footwear as

_well as many other products.

“The - const_antly,y mcréasﬁg .
interest shown in Czechoslo- -

. vak:products testifies to  the

possibilities .of ‘mutual - trade
between industrially develop- -
ed countries and countries

-with different political sys- - -

1,653 cinemas (in comipari-
son  with 1948 the number

as - increased by 844).

Performances in the cine-
mas during the past year .
were seen by approximate-
Iy 200,000,000 persons. '

.. BOOKS"

In - Czechoslovakia, for

example, on the average

- Theatrical Féstival, e 1,000 of the popula-

on sees each year 80 film

. performances, two: theatre
- plays, a ;
events, such ' as lectures;
performances of popular
~ ensembles, ete. The num- -
- ber of books published.per -
_head of the population is
‘3.2, .the number -of . periodi-
‘cals 80.6.
books published ' increased:
to such an extent that

i The number of
45,000,000 copies .were § .
printed in 1957. . . -

and 41 cultural :’

These few data from the:
ctor of cumlture are a.

proof--of the great expan-: -
siem of - cultural - life in.
Czechoslovakia. :
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changes. The social, économic

for the benefit of the people’s
‘masses. :

£ ANl This s
Past History

nomy in the past bore the seal:

* In.1938, the share of the national
revenue deriving; from- agricul-
ture represented 54.9 per cent

33.7 per cent. Of the total work-
- ing population of the country,
~ 98 per cent were employed in
agriculture and, only seven per
cent in industry. Rumania play-
“ed the role of a selling- market
and of a source of raw materigls,
it was a country of profitable
investments for foreign capital.
In 1831, the foreign capital held
approximately 80 per cent of the
total. capital of limited-compa-
. nies, a percentage ,_much higher
" than . other countries in Europe.
«A"rich country with a podr
. people”, was a saying tbat con-
veyed the right image of the
then Rumania. Indeed, one of
the richest countries in Europe,
possessing big resources of crude
oil, natural gas, salt, coal,~fer=-
- rousand non-ferrous ore, exten-

. sive forests and farmlands, ete.;
Rumania could -not make the
people benefit from this wealth.

this respect after the country’s
liberation marked a new at-
titude towards the. develop-
ment of industry. After the
nationalisation of the princi-
pal means of production, pros-
pects opened up.to completely
change the old state of indus-

ble for Rumania, an under-
developed country in the past,
to become an industrial- agra-
_rian country in full develop-
ment.

‘Rumania prodiced 5.6 times
more pig-iron, 3.3 times more

- more cotton, woollen _and -silk
‘fabrics, 2.5 times more edible

eight-times over that of 1938.
Per Capita
Production .

idea, it-is

HE fifteen years which have

1944; have been years of pro-
found economic and political

and cultural organisation of the
country ‘has taken new. forms, o

«packward agrarian character”. .

while that frém industry. only ™

~

The conditions created in- .

‘try. That is how it 1was possi-

As compared to 1938, in 1958,

oil, 2.1 times more sugar. In the.
years .1948-1958, the output of -
the chemical industry grew by

In order . to give a clearer
necessary to quote
tow the per capita production
increased. The years of com-
_ parison are agdin- 1938 and 1948
and here is what the statlstics

‘ST‘?EADY PR GRESS

MW%%WM\MW
Fifteen years have passed since the liberation of Ruma-
. nia from the fascist yoke and on this August 23, the Ruma-
le can look back with pride on the road they have
. Some of -the .achievements scored by the Ruma-
-nian people during this period were underlined by Mr.
Ambassador Extrgordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary ‘of the Rumanian People’s Republic to India at a
. Press Conference on August 18, 1959. : o

to 342.8 Kwh; etc. When analy- '

sing such figures one has to

Keep in mind that the country’s

population was at the 1957 cen-.

us, two million more than in
1038. .
As is known Rumania ranks

_among the countries possessing

big reserves of oil. The Ruma-
nian oil -industry is one of the

- oldest branches of the country’'s

industry: two years ago Ruma-
nia . celebrated one. century of
her oil industry aetivity. Until

As is known, Rumania's eco-: not long . ago. oil extraction in

Rumania was made by rudimen-
tray means which accounted for
the slow development of the oil
industry of old Rumania. One
has to add to it the fact that,
at the time, Rumania was almost’
entirely dependent on foreign
trusts, foreign capital in the oil-
industry being 91.9 per cent.
Under these circumstafces the
task of creating a really advan-

" ced oil industry in Rumania was

as. great as difficult..

Expansion Of
0il Industiry

In the last ten years ever
bigger investments have been

. made in the oil industry.
Thus, during the First Five-
Year Plan, the oil industry
was allotted 28.4 per cent of

- the total investments for in-

. dustry, and in the. last year

" the figure has been 22 per

_cent. . .

- As in other technical fields,
the most modern technological
processes are used in the oil in-
dustry in Rumania. For instance,
the up-to-date methods of pros-
pecting—seismic, electrometric

and gravimetric——have been ex-. ’

tended largely. - ] )
Rumania has used the radio-
active method beginning with

1955, being thus one of the first -

countries using this modern me-
thod of prospecting. The Ruma-
nian-made 41d drilling installa-
tions are of the newest in the
world. Rumania = produces now
oil equipment to meet the requ-

irements at home and she is also’

able to export 'such equipment

steel, 2.6 times more coal, 5.2 ~to a number of foreign countries.
times more cement, two -times

Drilling installations delivered
by Rumania operate mow in

- Jwalamukhi, and soon the work

will start in. Cambay with the
newly ~afrived installations.
Also known to India" is “the
agreement between the two

countries for the , construction
of the Assam Refinery.

The Rumanian People’s Re-

- public is second in Europe (af-

ter the USSR) and third in the
world (after the USSR and the
‘USA) in the natural gas pro-
duction. The 1958 production
was 16 times - bigger than in
1638. The methane gas has been
utilized on a still larger scale as

The situation in agriculture
has been improved substanti-
ally after the war. The deve-
lopment of industry has.open-
ed up new prospects for agri-.
culture, too. Socialist trans-
formation' of .agriculture is
well advanced. Until now,
about 2,500,000 peasant fami-
lies have joined Socialist units
in agriculture. It should also
be worth while mentioning
that. both the process of me-
chanisation of farm operations
and that of application of
chemical treatment in agri-
culture .are taking place now
in Rumania at a much more
rapid rate than in many west-
ern countries.’

The vast programme of eco-
nomie construction of the coun-
try is on behalf of the. people..
The Rumanian Workers' Party’s

- GHEORGHIU DEJ

' First Secretary, .
Rumanian Workers' Par =

and’ Government’s keenest con-’
cern is .to assure to the people
ever better llving standards, to
create  best conditions for the -
£ull exercise of their fundamen-
tal rights and liberties. As com- -

. pared to 1950, the real wages of

the working people went up by

. 60 per cent in 1958. The incomes

of the working peasaniry, espe-
‘cially of those who took the road
of Socialist agriculture, have
also increased to -an important’
extent. .

Retter Living )

Conditions

- rest leaves,

_ purposes.

Thus, recently there has been
a considerable increase in the
wage rate-of all categories of
wage and salary earners, si-
multaneously with a substan-

tial wage-tax reduction, or

jull tax exemption for some .

_ categories.” Also the pensions
. ‘system has been largely ex-
tended and a 41 to 62 per cent
incregse in all kinds of pen-

- _sions has been effected. The

real incomes of-  the people
have also grown by a big re-
duction in the sale prices of
over 2,600 assortments of in-
dustrial. products ° and food-
stuffs.. The net rise in the in-’
comes of the working people
resulting from these new mea-
" sures, will be of 4,700 million
lei annually. :

JThe. State also places at the
disposal of the working people,
free of charge or at a low cost,

jmportant means for their social -

and cultural requirements, -for
health = purposes,
education, .allowances for child-
ren, ete. Each worker family
gets, on the average, over 3,000
lei annually from the State ex-
penditure for social and cultural
Although the worker
does not get the sum in cash, it
positively benefits the everyday
life of his family.

Relations With
Endia :

The deep political, ~ economic
and

trys' life created.the premises of

an external policy in full con-.
+formity -with the national inte--
rests and with the interests of

world peace and cooperation.

The relations between Ruma-
‘nia and the USSR, People’s
China and the other Socialist

“countries have developed and

strengthened  still more,” They

are based - on the principle of

fuli equality in rights, respect of

territorial integrity and of State -

independence and sovereignty,

non-interference in each other’s.

internal affairs. An integral part
of this policy is the mutual help.

-In her relations

peaceful coexistence, by the de-

_sire for. developing economic,

political and . cultural relations

‘social. ' transformations..
- which took place in the coun-

with’ non~ -
Socialist countries, Rumariia is.
guided by the . principles .of.

s

A

A transportable ol instal- -
lation which can be set up -
anywhere in-a matter of -~ g
minutes—one
nia’s latest oil equipment. -

of Ruma-

éning of her relations of coope-

ration with the countries of

_Asia and Africa. She concluded
‘a number _of Trade and: Pay °

ments Agreements with a num-
ber of these countries.

There have been developing
relations of friendship and co-
operation between India and
Rumania. ’ :

The economic relations bet-

ween our countries déveloped -

mainly in the field of oil indus-
try:; Rumania, brings her contri-

bution to the development of an

oil industry in India. The new
Indian Ambassador to Rumania,
Mr. B. K. Acharya, on the
occasion of presentation of Cre-
dentials in Rumania said: “....
the agreement concluded bet-
ween India and the R.P.R. for
the construction of an oil refi~
nery in India, is a landmark in
the history of exploitation of
mineral resources in India and
is of considerable importance
for.the fulfilment of the plans
of development of the coun A

.. Ag is known, bigger pros-
. pects of development of the
. economic relations between
oyr ~ countries have  been
opened up by the recent con-
clusion of the long-term Trade
and Payments Agreemept, ac-
. cording to which the trade
exchanges in 1959 will be five
times as great as in 1958.
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PATTOM'S
'HEADACHE

. has always believed
that the Chief Ministership
of the State to which he
pelongs—first  Travancore,
then
and now Kerala—is some-
thing specifically - created
for him and that everyone
who occupies-that seat, be-
cause the people put them
there, is'a misfit. :

‘Pattom has again chosen

. _himsel as the Chief M-
ister-designate and he says
the Congress has agreed to
accept him as the leader of
the coalition. 8o far,” so

culty in the situation. Our
Constitution lays down
that the Chief Minister has
to be a member of the Le-
gislature. He need not ne-
cessarily be an elected re-
presentative of the people,
the Governor can always
nominate him to the Upper
House. . '

-But for Pattom’s misfor-
tune, Kerala has no Upper
House. ' The Governor caun
‘nominate two members to
the Assembly, but cven if
Pattom Is willing, it will be
a difficult job to convinee
the people that he is a

. rightful. representative of
the -Anglo-Indian commu-
nity. -

" That Is the. diffirulty
Everyone else was convin-
ced long ago and Pattom is
getting convinced now that

. if he-again contests his old
seat, Trivandrum II, he will
never become Chief Minis-

So he looked around for
a safer constituency.
commodity is rather rars,

- but he is prepared to take
a chance with the adjacent

« constituency, - Y
1. What gave him hope was

- that there was quite some

. Catholic

in the- constituency. They

the ‘man-power for the
«f{peration” struggle, why
can’t they be hired again
to provide - the - votes?
° The moment Pattom
reached this conclusion,
another difficulty cropped
up. The seat. belongs to an-
other PSPer. If it had been
a Congress ‘seat, Pattom
could have bullied the
Congress
harnding it over,  but his

amenable.

" plem alone. Every consti-

ner-party and inter-party
problem. = More material
‘about this later.

THE TRUTH
IS OUT
- QK1 Mannath Padmana-

bhan estimated at Rs.
30 lakhs the losses to the

: & RI Pattom Thanu pillal

‘Travancore-Cochin

But thére is a big diffi-

‘The-

Trivandrum

fishermen’s vote

- had been hired to provide.

leaders into -
own partyman is not-

This is not Pattom’s pro- .
tuency is becoming an in- -

.people had

Others have estimated it
much higher. . ’

‘Nobody has disputed
that Transport buses were

- picketed, their glass panes

were broken, tyres slashed,
petrol tanks filled ~with
sand, etc. There were some
disputes . only about who
was indulging in all this.

Congressmen have all
along denied: their respon-

. sibility—to -~ escape: the

wrath of public opinion. It
was being said that the
students’ struggle was or-
ganised by the Students’

" Action Council and the

Congress had nothing to
do with it. What these
Congress leaders forgot
was that a Thanks-Giving
Day would come some time,
 That day bas arrived.
The Central Committee
of the Students’
Council has now expressed
its gratitude to all organi-
sations ‘and - individuals
who had helped it, and the
first name mentioned is
that of Sri Malayil John, &
member of the Kerala Pra-

Action ¥

desh Congress Committee

‘Executive.

Now just to = avold any
misunderstanding as  to
whether Mr, John and his
kind gave their guidance in
their individual capacity,
here is a statement of the

President of the Kerala -

Student’s Congress who
has given his thanks—-
“To the Kerala

other facilities to the strug-
gle conducted by the stu-
dents....to Sri. Malayil
John, a member of the
KPCC Executive, who was

"the director ‘who ensured

victory of ‘the struggle
making . great financial,

physical and mental sacri--

fices, to the . Youth -Con-
gress President 0.V. Lukose

who stood in the forefront '

at all stages,...:to Vimo-
chanasreematy Annie Jo-
seph: ~ (another . ‘Congress
leader) who advised and

organised girl students for

the struggle..:.”" ‘
The Youth Congress is

the youth wing of  the

" Congress and the Students’
- . Congress its student wing.

So the KPCC “gave sup-
port, direction .and other
facilities” and ~ two wings
of the Congress organised

- the struggle. Will Congress

leaders still say they don't
know anything about 1t?

REMEMBER
OUR RECORD
O those who ask what

. the Communist = Gov-
ernment did in 28 months:

Within 24 hours of the dis-

missal of the Communist

" Ministry femiliar groans
* and cries could be heard

from police lock-ups. where
brutual ‘manhandiing of

months of Communist
rule had such inhuman
practices been allowed in

again begun..
.At no time during the 28 .

Pradesh
- Congress Committee which
.gave support, direction and

people of Kerala are.

E XCLUDING the Commu-
nist Ministry,
been &ix - Ministries -here.
‘Whenever -a° Ministry fell, its
members  had -either gone
home and sulked or shed tears
over the - dissensions " inside
their party which had led to
their downfall.

Those who  expected the
Communist Ministers to fol-
_low the same routine were in
for a big shock when the day
after the Central = interven-
tion, ex-Ministers of the Ke-
rala Government led a mighty
demonstration and addressed
a mammoth rally in Trivan-
grum City (New Age, August

). . ‘
_ Since then it has been one
. round of receptions to the

% FROM FRONT PAGE

suburbs, the entire industrial
belt, Howrah, Hooghly, Burd-
wan, Midnapore and the 24-
Parganas through spontane-
ous meetings and demonstra-
tions.the deep anger of the
masses has manifested itself.
Workers in Kamarhati, Beha-
la, Kharagpur, Kidderpore,
etc, haye demonstrated in
their thousands. A public

cutta.

. Hundreds of students
gathered from all over the
city at Bangabasi College and
marched-in a protest demons-
_tration to tlie homes of the
Chief Minister and the Police
Minister. Reports of protest
meetings and ° marches are
pouring in at the time of
. writing.

demonstration ‘before - the
Irrigation Minister’s. home,
strictly ‘according to- the

schedule of the PIFRC, a
procession of 2,000 men and
women peacefully demons-
trated before the residence
of . the -Police Ministcr,
Sri Kalipada Mukherjee, on
August 18. A huge crowd .of
the residents of the locality
Justily cheered the demons-
‘ trators. :
_ Naturally enough, as is
the wont of Congress Min-
_ jsters, Sri Mukherjee had
' skulked away when the pro-
. cession arrived. But what Is
* worse is that, confronted
with this grim manifesta-
tion of the masses deter-
mined not to starve, he was
enjoying a banquet spiced
with songs and dances at
the Star Theatre.

Equally nauseating has been
the spectacle of the crocodile
tears shed by Dr. Prafulia
Ghosh, the PSP leader who
had earlier joined Dr. Roy in
a joint statement. He has ex-

. .Y wish Prime Minister
off from the high-level parleys in Delhi and take his
mind off the problem of how to make the dblack deed
of a Congress-League alliance look white. Twenty-
four hours in Kerala just now would show him what .

there have

W. BENGAL—=

meeting of condemnation was’
held at Hazra Park in Cal-

Following the August 17 .

‘democracy.’ -

. People’s Receptions "VZI‘o Dismissed | Ministﬁe'rs” )

ﬁeh_ru could take two days

a real people’s upsurge looks like and with whom the

former Ministers.and they.
‘have been rightly called a
triumphal march of victors
—there is nothing of defeat
either ‘about the people who
are according the recep-
tions or the leaders who -
are receiving them.

“Space does not permit.re- -

porting in detail every recep-
tion that -has taken place—
and they are taking place in
every district. All that is be-
ing done here is to put down
some of the highlights of a
few of thé important recep-.
tions to Comrade Namboodi-
ripad. : S g

In Ernakulam, 800 young
girls and women with the
traditional . brass  talams,
(trays) " led the -mammoth

procesison which " took Com- -
rade E. M. 5. Namboodiripad
to the- Rajendra Maidan
where. the meeting was being
held. . o .. .
Tens of thousands of peo-
ple defying . the rain Huned
both sides of the route. And
they were not just|the usual
- town-dwellers who. come
- oit.to See every demonsira-
‘tion. All eommunities and
religions, all sections, men
and women were reresen- -
ted in, large nungbers in
. this huge crowd which had .
gathered to.greet Namboo-
diripad  and " the scene was
that of a .reeeption from
their hearts to a leader dear
. to them. - .
Again, on the dais, it was'

a colourful -demonstration of -

their love for Comrade Nam-
boodiripad. The garlanding -
on behalf of various organi-
sations and - individuals took
nearly twenty minutes ‘and as
he took them off and kept -

‘them by his side this mount

_of flowers grew and grew, and’

necessary and hoped that-thé
Government would be kind

enough. to release those ar--

rested. After the stab in the
back inflicted on the mass
movement, this was really’
adding insult to injury.
i striking contrast was the
di ed strength - of the

-statement of the PIFRC,

which  warned the Govern-
ment that its attempts to ter-

rorise the people were doomed .

to failure.. The people would
struggle on till their demand -
for-cheap food was won.
The West Bengal Secre-
tariat of the CPI confidently’

and with full pride in their °

people declared = that this
barbarous and ‘unpreceden-
ted repression’ would not
browbeat the masses. It
urged all Party members
and sympathisers, all parti-
cipants in’this great strug--
gle not to fall a -prey to-
provocation but to unitedly
and In a disciplined manner °

implement the programme: -

of a peaceful mavement.
The Cohgress Government’

has -shown. its fangs. It has'

once again demonstrated—

"so soon after Kerala—that.

democracy is a mere phrase.
with these present-day man-
darins, to whom- power and

profit are. the: sole gods. But -.

the people demanding their
food shall not be thrust aside
and they shall yet save

(August‘ 19

by the time this part of the
function was over it was as .

- high as Comrade Namboodiri-
.pad himself. Against this the =

few brooms “and- chappals’
that adorned- the fronts of
some liberators’ houses looked
ridiculous. . o .
Over ten thousand people,-
among -them two thousand
women, * participated .in the

demonstration = in - Vaikom,.

held to ‘recelve Comrade
E. M. S. Namboodiripad. Over -’
a hundred organisations. and

individuals garlanded him at

- the mammoth rally held later. . -
In Kottayam, earlier in the . -

same day, the demonstration
in whose ranks marched hun--
dreds of women, was the in-
dication of a new awakening
among the people here,

On.the way from Eofta-

yam to Vaikom, though neo
reception had been planied
in Eaduthuruthi the peo-
ple of the area. came and.
waited on the road from ..
early in the evening, When
* Comrade ' Namboodiripad -
reached there they_shouted

_ slogans renting -the night

sky and Comrade Namboo-
diripad. had to speak for a
few minutes to them before
he could proceed. .

In Quilon, the meeting or-

ganised to plan the:reception.

to Comrade - Namboodiripad
was -attended . by over 2,000
people and ‘a committee of

"101 was set up to look after

thé - -arrangements..  Similar
meetings ‘are being held and.
committees . set up in .the’
othrer ‘places which are to be
vigited by the former Chief

Minister.- o - :
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pressed “sorrow” at the ar-
.{ rests made under the Preven-
 ‘tive Detention Act even after
-12. years of Independence. He
felt that this action was not

State Transport: Depart-
ment as-a result of the
. “}iberation” struggle.

The development of the na-
.tional economy made it possi-
ble for the Party and Govern.’

" rment to ddopt mew measures.
for. better living conditions.

a raw material in the chemical
industry, for the manufacturing
of chemical fertilizers, synthetic
fibres, synthetic rubber and pla-
stics, ete, o

Half-yearly Rs: 8-0-0. -
All'cheques and drafts to be
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and not to NEW AGE, ;

' show: for pig iron the increase
. of the per-capita production was
_from 8.5-Kg. to 40.80 Kg.; for
" steel from 12.2 Kg- to 51.7 Kg;
electric energy from 72.4 Kwh

with these countries. - ] . Kerala. . -
The Rumanian People's Re- 'Aug-ust.ls -msgnsm .
public pays special attention to . i r

the development and sirength--
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| ».Laos 3 Aot Now

To Prove t

énomet* )

L AOS has ‘caught the head-
lines - of the . leading
Inchan - newspapers: almost
‘continually ‘for the last three:
four months. Our concern for
the maintenance of peace in
Southceast ‘Asia apart, India,
as the Chairman of the Inter-
national Commission under
the 1954 Geneva Agreements,
- is, in that sense, also a drama-
tis personae 'in the develop-
ments on the Indo-Chinese

‘scene. )
Five years ago,. the Geneva
‘Agreements for Indo-China had
provided for the’ peaceful solu=
tion of.the problems of this re-
* gion. - 1nc1udmg Laos But' the
reactionary = clique - in Laos, =
directed and abetted by the U.S.
aggressive circles, by violating
the Geneva Agreements first,
and by denouncing them alto-
gether later, has now, brought
Laos face to face with-the seri-
ous threat of a civil war, with
all its grave consequences for
peace in Southeast Asia.

A new proof of the delibe-
rate attempt by the U.S. ag-

tian stooges o undermine fur-
- ther the Geneva Agreements,.
. extend the civil war in Laos
" and threaten peace in Indo-
China, has been ‘provided by
the Joint Commumque of

gnnouncing that the Laotian
Government - had decided -to
- ‘train “powerful troops” using

-U.S.-arms and military sup-
- ‘plies, and asking for “U.S.
military . experts to tender

U.S. Imperialism
Responsible
Who is to blame for creating
thxs terision- in Laos? And what .
"’ should . India’s respon51b111ty be,
" in restoring peace in Laos? The
questions require urgent and
unaimbiguous answers.

- sooner were thé Geneva Agree-
ments concluded then U.S. im-
perialism embarked - upon " a
frantic course to" sabotage. the
agreements in Laos.

" imiperialists, thfough their Lao~
tian, stooges, had the then Lao-
tian' Defence Minister, Kou
. Voravong, as$assinated because
he had strongly favoured nego-
tiations ~wita the Pathet Lao
fighting units, and serupuldus
observance of the Geneva
Agreements.

. Later, the U.S. resorted to all

- the negotlatlons between the
' Souvanna Phouma Government
" ‘of Laos. ‘and . the Pathet Lao
ﬁghtmg units. The ‘break-down
of the talks, seven times, stands
to tHeir “‘credit.”. . ’
However, after surmounting
numerous hurdles, in November
1957 the Phouma Government
units = finally  concluded the
- ance with the Geneva'- Agree-
ments, and a coalition Govern-
‘ment with the participation of
the representatives of the - Pa-
~ thet Lao fighting uni’rs was
formed in Laos.
During the May 1958 elec-
" riotic Party—which united the
former - participants in
Pathet Lao movement and de-
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gressive circles and their Lao-

July 23; issued in Vientigne, .’

help.” : -

The facts are on record. No :

In. September- 1954, the U.S.

means to obstruct and disrupt -

and the Pathet Lao fighting

Vientiane agreements in accord— '

tions, the-candidates of the Pat--

the.

maeratic parties' and organisa-

tions. which formed.an alliance. -

with it—had won the support of
broad sectlons of the electorate.
Yet, the pro—US Laotian ruling

clique” did everything . to keep
‘the representatwes of the Pat-

riotic Party out of the Govern-
ment, in clear violation of the
agreements. : - .
A Manchester Guardian

" (August 11) editorial recalls
this incident, thus: “The Neo

.~ Lao Haksat. ... together with
- the. Left-wing ' ally. ... : won
thirteen . out of twenty-one
seats contested (one was jor
byelectlon) This was taken
both in Laos and Washington

" as a bad sign for the gene-ral

elections that were to have
" been held this year and an in-
dication that unless, something

_~awas done Laos nght go the

way of Czechoslwakza
So, “some thmg” was . done,

1ndeed

-U.S. Mlhtary ,
'Base .

!

Overt U.S. interference forced
the Phouma Cabinet to resign,
and in August last year, the
present Sananikone Govern-
ment was installed, to transform
Laos into a U.S. mlhtary base
and a hot-bed of- cold war in
South-east Asia.

The Sananikone Government
on the one = hand, subjected
members of the Neo Lao Haksat

‘ Party and other Laotian patriots

to frenzied persecution, and on

~the other hand, allowed large
shipments of U.S. military sup- -
‘plies and military personnel to

‘be poured into Laos.

In direct violation of the Ge- °

neva and Vientiane Agreements,

" the Sananikone Government re-
‘moved all former Pathet Lao-.

men from the posts granted, to
them earlier in the Royal ad-

 ministration .of provinces, and -
- instead of incorporating former
Pathet Lao fighters into the re- .

gular army, it kept them in con-
ditions that. were humiliating to

the honour and"dignity of the
officers and men of these batta- -

lions.
To the popular discontent that
grew against such- violations of

the Vientiane agreements, Sa- .

nanikone’s reply was ruthless
repression.
has ‘thrown into prison - the
leaders of the’ Patriotic Party,
including its leader Prmce Sou-
phanouvong. These - Laotian
patriots are now facmg severe
danger. -

‘On the other hand from per- -

sistent violations of the Geneva
‘Agreements, Sananikone’s Gov-

ernment passed on to an open
declaration to the effect that the -

T.aotian Government would no
‘longer be “bound”
agreements (February 1959).
Furthermore, by - the recent,
-July 23, joint communique, it

_has “legalised” the conversion of

Taos into a U.S. military base
in Southeast Asia.

The spokesmen of: the Chinese -
" People’s

Republic and of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
have sounded the warning and
and have asked for the recon-
vening: of the Internationial
Commission in Laos to ensure
the implementation of the Ge-
neva Agreements
way to restore peace in this re-
gion of the world
. The Somet Government,
through the statement of its
Foreign Minister, has expres-
sed “its grave concern over
the developments in Ldos,”
- and its conviction that: “Only
" joint constructwe actions of
the part*les ctmcemed aimed
at énsuring normal conditions
for the resumption of - the
work- of the - International
Commission in Laos, can lead
to full and proper implemen-

tation of the Geneva Agree- .

ments in Laos.”

In such a situation, it is in-
cumbent upon our Government
to speak out . categorically and

His Government .

by these

as the only .

firmly, for ‘the implementation
of the Geneva Agreements and
for the reconvening - of the. In-
tematronal Commission.

Cause For

Comcesrn
India, as Chairman of the In-
ternational Commission,”  has

played a creditable role, to a
.large extent. Recently, India’s

- Prime Minister has pronounced

himself, time and again, in fav- :

éur of* the reconvening of the
International Commission: " )
- However,.some of the "Prime
Minister’s declarations also give
cause for concern. |

Pro-U.S. experts had attribu-

ted the “trouble” in .the “nor-

ther provinces of Laos” due to
the presence of large Commun--
ist forces, coming from North
Vietnam. But ‘the charge was so-
wild that even a number of
Right-wing British papers had
to contradict it.’

Hindw’s - Correspondent from
‘ London had reported on August
14 that a despatéh in The Times
stated that a senior French offi-
cer in close touch with the
Royal Laotian army discounted

reports of large Commumst for- .

ces in Northern Laos; that ‘“the
special correspondent of the
Daily Telegraph reports = that
Western military attaches who
have toured the areas of tension
in North Laos have not been

_able to substantiate the exist-.
ence of a single North Vietnam-

trained Communist battalion,
let alone the six which, the Laos
Government claim, have invad-
ed their = territory”; and that-
“the Daily Express Spec1al Cor.
respondent.... suggests that the
sometimes contradxctory state-"
ments about the military situ-
Government’s alarmist . and
ation are simply so much pro-
paganda designed to bring about®
‘Western or United Natians Im—
tervention.”
And yet,\all that the Ptlme
- Minister said in reply to Com-
rade Bhupesh Guptd’s questron
concerning the violation of - the
Geneva agreement by the Lao-

nine-point -

i A

people  issued

Central ‘Committee’

- the August 2

he civil war;

‘and other

) dnscnmmahon

_niembers °

" respect for
free -

pro-
- gramme .of = ac-
tien is contamed in an
appeal to the Laotian
by the
B of
- the Neo Lao  Haksat
Party and pubhshed in

1 An immed.late end to
L}
t

2 Tmmediate release of
® prince Souphanouvong
leaders of the.
Neo Lao Haksat Party; .
3 An immediate ‘end to
® the persecution.of and .
and Tre-
prisals” against the Pathet
Lao cadres ‘and former re-
. sistance members; an im-
- mediate end to all terro-
rist raids and - unrests of
. the people; ‘immediate re-
.*. Iease of the former resist--
~¢ . ance.. ca.dros and . other
“still - detained;
-guarantee - of ~ democratic .
liberties  to the people;
the rights to -
activities: of the Neo )

" Nme-Pomt Pl‘ogramme For Laos Peace

"Lae Habat Party -of the
‘mittee and all other pro-.
gressive Ppolitical parties,
respect for the National
Assembly’s power and - the
constitution in force; ‘
4 ‘The setting up of a’
® Coalition Government
with the participation of

jssue of
. the Lao Haksat, ~organ ‘representatives  -of  the.
of the Party. - ) Pathet Lao, of prog-re;slv?
1 . political parties . and ©
gvhe afnll dﬁcal:f.ﬁusly the .various natnonahtnes
urg: " in the country;

5 Respect for the ad-
® ministrative  regula-
" tions of the two provmces
of Sam Nena and.” Phong
Saly accordmg to  the
agreements signed by both
sides; withdrawal | of the
agents of “the. pro-US.
cligue - already, appomted
to these provinces, who
-are ‘repressing the people,

Pathet Lao officials to
these posts in ‘agcordance
with the signed agree-
ments;

6 Carrying ont of the
’e nolicy . of peace

neutrahty, opposition to
‘U.S. interference, and im-
mediate ending ‘of the in-

Peace and Neutrality Com- .

and reappointment of the .

and

troduction ',othU‘S: wea- .

pons and officers  into
Laos; . establishment of -
friendly relations with
foreign countries regard-
fess of different social and
political systems, .on the
basis of equality and mu-
tual - respect. for each

other’s sovere|g'nty and in- ¢
- dependence in accordance

with the Bandung spirit;
7 Improvement -of the

9 livin, conditions.. - of
the people of various sec-
tions and nationalities,
abolition of all unreason-
able taxes; ending of the
drafting of people as slave
labourers and of press-
ganging.
8 Opposmon ‘to U.S.

®. imperialist economic
control, " and end to . the
trade monopoly of the pro-
U.S. cligue, - building of a
prosperous national. eco-
nomy, acceptance of eco- .
nomic aid from any coun-
try willing. to supply . aid
without any strings  at-
tached;

lopment of the genuine
national ' culture, respect -
for Buddhists and defence
of the people’s sound cus- ..
toms and habits,

9 Opposxtlon to degene- 4
® rate U.S. culture; deve- ~
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tian Government. and by Soutb;

Vietnam, was that “his own in-
formation was that the trouble
was in ‘the northern provmces
of Laos.”
* Much worse was. the Prime
Minister’s declaration -in the
Lok ‘Sabha the following day-
4Asked whether-
tions imposed by the Geneva
Agreements on arms imports

- intod Indo-Ching States had
_been violated and whether the
. present disturbances in Laos’

 4pere .attributable to that,

Pandit Nehru; is reported to’
* have replied, “That is;a mat-

ter of interpretation

opinion....” -How could the
July 23 commumque, . sanc-
tioning the flow of U.S. arms

. ‘and. military personnel into.

.Laos. be simply “a matter of

mterpretatwn"—one % ama-~

zed.

-The ‘February declaration of
the Laotian Government, de-
nouncing the Geneva Agree-
ments;. the Wellington - SEATO
meeting in April, where, among

_other. things, the decision was

taken to create a “fire brigade,”
a mobile force to be used for

‘direct mtervention in Southeast :

Asian countries, and mstruc-

-tions were_ issued to the Seato

personnel = (Reuter’s repott of
April 9): to prepare plans for

" delivering the ‘“fire brigade™ . to

- on .recalling -

T.aos “in case of emergency’;
‘the July 23 announcemerit giv-
ing “legal” sariction to-U. S. arms
flow in Laos—are all these Just
matters of “opinion”? ©

The Hindu's London -Corres-
pondent has - futher reported:

“The idea of bringing the:United’
into the picture’ and -

Nations
sendmg TU.N. Observers, to Laos

..being actively canvassed..
It has also been put out during:
the last few days, from London
and Paris, as well as Viéntiane
that Mr. Nehru has been persu-

aded by Mr. Macmillan to. agree .

to this course rather than insist
the Intematxonal
Commission.”

Understandably enough, pres-

sure is being - mounted by im- :

perialism to persuade the:Indian

Government to give up its de- .

. clared posmon

‘What India "

) Must Do

What the UN. flag did for the

U.S. in Korea is known-to all.
That ordeal should never be
allowed to be visited on any
other country.’

The Central Commxttee of‘

_.the Neo Lao.Haksat, in; a let-

‘ Au.gust 18, 1959

“ter to the Intematxonal Corm-

mission in Laos, (August 9) has
declared:

““The present pohhcal ques—
tion in Laos.is only the internal
affair between the Royal Gov-
-ernment and the Pathet Lao,
.and must be solved according to
the Geneva. Agreement-and the
Vientiane agreement under the
supervision of the International

" Commission  and the close at-

tention of the co-Chairmen’ of

the Geneva Conference on Indo. -

China.
“1t is not the aﬁait of UNO.
Seato countries have mof the

_right- to interfere in Laptxan

affairs.”

India must, therefore, catego—
rically and. firmly speak out
against
military base in Laos, for the
scrupulous observance of
the Geéneva and Vientiane

agreements and for the -recon-

vening of the Intematxona_l
Commission in Laos.
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the restric--

and’

the build-up of the -

THE ad]oumment motion
sthe Jok Sabhailast
week on. the treatment of ‘In-
dian demonstrators before the
Indian . High .Commiission -in

* Ceylon by the Ceylonese po-
lice revealed another aspect of
the ane ‘Minister’s “touchi-
ness.” Earlier it had been said

- that the High Commiission did

. Minister Bandaranaike burst
~the bubble when he said that

Touched, "Sri- Nehru vent his
spleen on the - demonstrators.
Why did they behave like
th:s"’ They had no-business to
«criticise - -the Indian - Govern-
ment in forelgn countnes

But Sri
. forgot that’ his Cabinet Minister
S. K. Patil went to Singapore
-and. showered abuses on the Ke-
Tala Govemment -After all, such
v'prerogatlves are only to be ex-
erclsed by Congress Ministers!
) Another adJournment motion
. 'was the cause of ‘an- uproar in
the Lok Sabha on August 17.
“The speaker refused permission

Elias to read.or- move his ad-

‘Elias began. explaining that the
situation in - West Bengal was
detenoratmg and referred to the
.round-up of Leftist leaders, the
Speaker named the . member.
‘Elias remarked that the speaker
«could do anythlng and began
miaking a charge .of partlsanslnp
‘when 'the ‘Speaker called the
‘Marshal - of. the House. With
folded hands . he appealed to

'Which he did.

*Morariibh'ai'fs' |
So||c|tude ,
for 0|I Barons

The dxscussmn on the ‘Bill to

\Gas Commission into an auto-
. nomous body was an-interesting
item. The Bill was generally

-welcomed by all the parties in .

+the House. The Minister pilot-
ing -the Bill gave vent to his

jrritation at the "Finance Mini-
stry’s over-zealousness in ham-

-stringing the. Cominission

- “Recently there ‘was a break-
down in our Cambay drilling

_ -«operations. Previously also once
.or twice there were -certain
‘Break-downs in, our work. We

‘had to approach the Govern-

‘ment for financial sanction of
pucrhases in a big way. .Obvi-
-ously, it takes time for exami-
‘nations, scrutiny by my ‘colle~
ague the Finance Minister, and
4t is not always. - easy to con-
~vince the Finance Minister that
Iam right: .. In order to get the
sanction for a small sum of Rs.

50,000 which could save, per--

Thaps, Rs. 50,000 by way of sala-
rles'a day, we have to walt for
ten to twenty days. ' It is inevi-
‘table, because the rules bmd
us.”
What . contrast with the
‘Mundhrae deal. Rules were
‘waived, decisions were arrived

at—all-casually a'nd with re-

= gord speed.:

‘.'Comrade T C. N Menon

4dur1ng his speech on the Bill,

'revealed that the Finance Muu-
ster during his last visit .to the
‘USA had an unusually
tete-a-tete with one of the oil

v ) kmgs of the USA “From news- .
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not. call the police. But Prime’

the police were . really called:,

Nehru convemently '

- t0 Communist member Md. -

]ournment motion.and when °

Flias to go out .of the House

. the Government

«constitute the Oil and Natural

long -

] ot @Qppﬁ’sah e;{" Fo @ongress

.paper reports;, I.find that the-

Fmanoe M.\mster spent about a
full*day. havmg dxscussxons with
the ‘boss of the Californian
Texas. The ‘Californian Texas,

.in the name of Caltex  here, is

also’ mvolved in the pmcxng.
‘question.

_ ““We cannot for-a moment
think that the Finance Minister.
of Irdia spending a full day in
the Umted ‘States of America
with an oil “boss was talking’
shop.. He must have talked of
oil alone and nothing else. Ialso

.understand .from newspaper re-’

early. this. year, a

po!:ts that
.of. Californian-

very big bogs’

‘Texas from America visited this -

country. ... .He visited India at
the 1nv1tatlon of the Fmance
Minister. .

With all thxs sohcxtude and

:hospitality to forexgn oil mono-~

polists,- the result is, according

to the figsures quoted by -Sri

Raghbir Sahai of ‘the Congress,
that -the allotment .that was
made in the budget in 1956-57
was_Rs. -1.55 crores, while the
actual expenditure was only Rs. -
76 lakhs; in 1957-58 - Rs. 4.58
crores were. sanctloned out of

“which only Rs. 1.72 crores were

spent

“We further find that the total
expendlture incurred by this
Commission ~ up to the end of
1958-59 was to the tune. of Rs.
5.62 crores, although thetotal
expenditure on capital account

approved by the Planning Com- -

mission for 1959-60
tune of Rs. 23 crores.”™

Comrade T. C. N. Menon
who spoke on behalf of the
_Communist Group, ‘while wel- .
coming the Bill, concentrated
-on the  draw-backs of the

is to the

. Government's policy on Oil as -

embodied in the Bill. “For the
last three years, whenever the

question of petroleum came

up before this House, Govern-
ment has taken the consistent .
stand of refusing to disclose
positively what the’ policy. of
would be
with regard to th’ejrelattonshtp
between the public sector and
the ‘private sector in the in-
dustry - and it Hus dvoided
purposely- on every occasion
disclosing its own commit-
ments with the private sec-
tor.”.

~ A National

Policy: .

_Giving his own idea of what

that policy should be, he said: -
“As far as the oil pohcy is con- -

cerned, the question. is not one
of exploration alone, because
while exploration is going on
on one side, the question of im-
ports, the question of distribu-
tion and that of the functioning
of the foreign oil monopolies are
very relevant and. unportant
questxons in India. 'The.Com-~
mission leaves these out from its
]urlsdlctlon

Then, he pointed to the neces-

sity of the Commission having

power to determine the pricing
policy and ‘the authority to de-

termine the pattern of produc-

tion. - (It may be noted:that
now the existing refineries in
our country are producing sur-
plus gasolene, .whereas- kero-
sene production is very much
below our requirements). .

Lastly, Comrade . - Menon

pointed out that the commission

should have the - exclusive
right 'to import oil from .foreign
countries. Continuing . he said
that “the Commission - should

el B ML S S

.get the entire grip upon the oll-

thm ‘Wheneyer an aenal rope-

‘busmess m India and then on]y— { way; passes through places of

will we be able to establish a:
free oil and‘petroleum policy.”

Bureaucratlc
| Bunglmg In

Pu_l_:llc_g Sector

"A - particularly interesting .

example- of bureaucratic mis-
management of State undertak-
ing was provided - during the
debate on the Annual Report of

the National Coal Development "

Corporation (NCDC) Comrade
T. B. Vittal Rao who partici-

- pated in the debate, being him-

self the President of the Na-

‘ tional Federation of Mine Work-

ers, _.spoke with -a thorough
knowledge of the details which
is seldom seen in the House.
Comrade Vittal Rao at the
outset' pointed out that “jit is
very : unfortunate that for
mining which is a highly tech-
nical subject, during the period

for which - the report " relates, -

there has .'not been a . single
technical man on.the Board of
.directors." ) 5

~ On the plan targets of the

-public sector in coal, he pointed-

out that the NCDC was a fai-

- lure as far as the public sector

was concerned. . In the Second
Plan, the public sector was to
raise 15 smillion fons where as
it has raised only 3.5 million

‘tons “to date.

The reasons: “The very or-

_ ganisation of the NCDC\re-
‘flects little_of planning and
little of orgamsatzon. I recog-
nise the fact that exploration,

. opening. of .meiv mines and
raising ‘of coal from new
‘mines is time-consuming. But

- we have got old mines also in
the. NCDC. .We -could have
stepped up the production by
accelerating the pace.of work
in those. old. collieries while
preliminary work with regard

to the new colhenes is going

on” -

Takmg up instances of bure-
aucratic bungling, Comrade Vit-
tal Rao said: “Take the case of
the Korba coalfields. We are to
raise two to three million tons a
year by the end of the Second
Plan. Now the target has been
slashed.... And now we are
awaiting the project of the So~

viet ‘experts with regard to the

Korba coalfields.

What has happened to Bis-
rampur-.nmlmlh" We were ex-
pecting to raise mearly two to
three million tons from this.
Why has it been given up? It is
because the railways are not

‘expected to lay the new rail link

by the'_end of 1960-61.

“At Bhurkunda and Saunda
colleries, they say that coal has
been exposed and at any time
we can raise as much coal as we
want, but today we are -not
raising 'it- because one -of our

sidings has mot come up.

-« find that even such simple
measures like having a third
shift ‘at Bokaro has not been

" taken. Why? When I was there
‘in the month of September last

year, I was told that the inspec-
tor has not permitted the use.of

-an, aerial ropeway to transport.

the coal to the washery plants
: “They are not getting permts-

bston simply because the nettmg

under the aerial ropeway . was

not done. That isa very su'nple o

NEW AGE, :

“habitation or roads it is com-

mon that a wire netting has to -

be provided..But that has not

. been done. This clearly proves |
.that NCDC authorities are not

serious in the task they are en-

-‘trusted with.” -

Workmg
Condltlons

R_eferring "to the working

conditions in the public sector -

coal mines, it was pointed that

no 'n_tl_es (regarding service -
conditions) “have been framed .

yet. The NCDC has been in
existence for ‘more than two
years but yet - the conditions
of service of its 22,000 work-
ers have not beer finglised.
The quarters in which the
minérs have to live are unfit
for human habitation. The
_staff of the Coal Board shifted
from Calcutta. to 'Ranchi are
without housing and  are
undergoing conszderable dt i<
 culties. . ‘

Wlth regard to promotlons,
there are no proper rules regu-
lating promotions. A supervisor,
a graduate from the Jadhavpur
Umv,ersxty was sent to Japan for

training in the washing of coal -

and suddenly a raw graduate

" from the University has been

brought and made the assistant
engmeer, whereas  the former
man-—more gualified and. expe-
nenced——contmues to ‘be a sup-
ervisor. -~

‘Regarding the supply of water
to the workers . at Bokaro and
Kargali coalmines, which has

‘been hanging fire for a very .
long time, a;Bombay engineer
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was brought to ‘give a=plqn qg:td o

he submitted & plan. More than
two_ years ~have elapsed since

then, but the water supply pro-

gramme ha.s_uot yet been taken

up-Comrade Vittal Rao remind-.
ed .the Govemment, “Water “is
very essential for. human beings

. and for these workers as well:”

_And corruption? In the Giri-
dih- collieries, an expert = com-

-mittee suggeste'd certain gitiple

measures for increasing produc-’
tion, like having a large tub to
carry the coal to the surface ~"

_ "“Wher I'met the superintend-.
ent of the coal mines last year
I asked.him what happened to

that recommendation? He said ~

‘we have ordered from a private
firm,” but the quota-of iron and

steel that was given'to the Cor-.

poration was .asked to be deli-
véred to-the private firm. The

Controller of Iron &-Steel-refu-- .

sed to ‘do!so. I asked whether
it’ was not possiblé for them to
manufacture these larger tubs
at the colliery workshops there?
He said it could be manufactu-

- red. Then .who placed” the . -

orders with the private firm?
‘Perhaps it ‘was done by some-

- body sitting-in the NCDC.” So

to propitiate private industria-
hsts, you hold up productxon in
the coahmnes S

Lastly, - Comrade Vittal Rao -
demanded that “with a viéw to
conserve coal and with a' view
to properly utilise the coal re-
served in our country, the coal
mines as a. whole should be na--
tionalised. - Therefore,
very essential for the Govern-~
ment to show very good results -
while workmg thls Corpora-
txon L

B. C. RGY’S THREATS CAN’T
STGP MQVEMENT

that hts leader Pandzt Nehru,
had ‘given his - blessings to
such a movement by his stand
‘on the so-called “mass up-
surge” in Kerala?’

“After such defiance is-pro-
claimed,” Dr. Roy roared,
Government  worth ‘the name-
can sit’idle. ... it cannot allow a
movement of ‘this type to de-
generate into a mass movement
for breaking the law.”

He concluded by warning that'
“those who bréak the law must
take the consequences for their
action.” |
" The, PIFRC held an emer-
gency ’ meeting on August 15, to
consider the joint statement is-
sued by Dr. Roy and Dr. Ghose

and the Chief Min.ister’s state- .

ment.

After the meetmg, a statement
issued on behalf of the Com-
mittee said that it-‘“cannot de-
sist from the movement starting
on August 20, until the Govern~
ment of West Bengal and Gov-

"ernment of India take steps to

meet the just demands.”

It was_of the opinion. that
the joint - statement, on the

one hand, was an attempt to

confuse the people. and the
purpose of the Chief Mini-
ster’s statement, on the other,
was to terrorise them. But “all
" this cannot solve -the foad
crisis broiyght a.bou.t by the
Government.” .

' Curiously ‘enough, the Com-

<

mlttee pomted out, there was ~ - -
not a word in the joint stater .~

ment about the hoarders and

blackmarketeers who-had crea- -

ted-an artificial scracity and for
whose benefit-the Price Control
Order had been suspended.

. The Committee further found
that in regard to its 20 demands
there was nothrng new ‘or hope-
ful either in the joint statement
or in the Chief Mlmster’s state-
ment.’

“The-only new: feature in the
Chief Minister’s’ statement,” it
‘observed, = “is a threat in the -
most shameful and authoritarian -
language to those who organise
peaceful mass inovements for
fulfilment of their demands.”

The Committee ~appealed to

-the people to “prépare to under-

-go sufferings and sacrifices in.
the just struggle ' against the:

bankrupt polices of,the Govern- [ ot

2. ‘ §
. . |
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ment, which has brought star-:
vation and .disaster upon our’
men, women and children.”

: “No peeple with any sense
- of self-respect and dignity can:
accept in silence the imposi-:*
tion of famine conditions year
. .after year.by the Govern-
.. ment,” the. statement empha-
* sised. .

The threat of drastic action

‘by the Government is not going
. to stop the movement. It will

begin throughout the State on -

- August’ 20

it- was -

K. P.S. _Msno'u '
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 KERALA

" Comrade Algnizpalam during’the} Kerala debate R ; EXPLOITATI N o

ust 19, refuted Deputy Minister
A M. ThHomas’ canard that the formation of cooperative
socitios led to a loss of revenue and demanded t Sri
Thomas place his figures on the table of the House. He also
refuted Thomas’ canard about textbooks. :

C OMRADE Gopalan ridicul- but only the right of exploita-
ed the Governor’s report as - tion has been sought to be cru-
a string of allegations. Saying shed. He quoted - the Hindu
© «f sympathise with the Gover- . Special Correspondent about a
nor,” he contrasted the Gover- new sense of self-respect and
noP’s charge of democracy being security. among toddy-tappers

violated by the Ministry as a result of the cooperatives.
his praise of the Ministry’s poli- 1 do not say we are not res-
cies in the Governor’s speech.  ponsible for sins of omission or
Comrade Gopalan refuted commission but there is no

—A. K. Gopalan '_'Eﬁwﬁw’i
Answ@m @@émg?@ss Charges

terity will hold the Central

Ministry responsible- for this.
_ “What has been done. is that
they .have violated the letter
and spirit and body of the Con-
stitution. Kerala was made the

planters at Munnar and now
the same Home Minister says
that the Kerala Government
did not ask for help. He argi-
ed that under Article 355, it
- is the bounden duty of the

a clever Home Minister here. It
wads done.by stages, by having
rehearsals beforehand.”

" Tracing stage by stage the
abetment of siruggle Comrade

the charge that the police
-policy only protected workers
end  harmed others. “Our
police policy was not one of
protecting one section of peo-
ple. It meant .. protection of
the interests of all sections of
“the peoplé
those who were SO

long de-

nied that protection in prac-’

tice.” .
_ Comrade Gopalan- said the
Kerala Ministry’s policy was
not to crush democracy but to-
crush . bureaucracy which has
‘only helped the capitalists and
landlords. “I . do not know. of
‘any other State Government in
India .where power is sought to
be given to the panchayats”. 8s.
- was sought to be done b‘y'the
Kerala .Government’s Pro
" measure- of administrative re-
forms. He. asked, “Is it crush-
ing democracy?”

‘Where Was} The = -

Isolation ?

Comrade Gopalan challenged
the slander that the Communist
_ Government was isolated from
the masses and mentioned thé
Anti-Eviction A.c‘a—

" the masses of landlords. . By
“forming cooperatives, certain-
ly we were isolated from ‘fhe_
middlemen. By our Educat
policy, certainly we were 1s0-
“lated: ffom -the managers. By
the Debt Relief Act certainly.
we were  isolated from the
moneylenders. But W
about the kisans who ;bene-
fited from. the anti-eviction
smeasures, Coir workers and
toddy: workers who benefited
from ithe cooperatives, teda-
chersiwho benefited from the
Education -Act, the poor peo-’
_ple who ‘penefited from the
‘Debt Relief Act — were we
- jsolated from all .these? No,’
they: came nearer to us.”~
. " Comrade Gopalan referred to
_the shramdan work by which
321 minor irrigation. projects -
were completed _and added he
did not know if such a record
was there in the case of any
other -State. By any measure
- of'the Kerala Ministry, nobody
can say democracy was crushed
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shicluding - even_

~ question of crushing democracy
or our getting isolated from the
masses.” :
Pointedly  Gopalan asked:
«“was the Congress isolated
<g¢rom the masses by the Nagpur
Resolution? Ne, - it is isolated
from Masani, Rangaji and Ra-
jaji. Rajaji has got a crowd of
one lakh in Ahmedabad and so
_are you going to resign because
he has got som€ masses with
P 1] -

bopa’lm_t warned ‘“When-
ever social legislations are

undertaken whether by the -

Congress Covernment or the
- Comniiunist .
there is bound to be resist-

ance from those whose vpested |

interests are touched.”
Gopalan refuted Pandit Pant’s
slander that the Communist

leaders themselves
intervention.

«We can be proud that despite
what has happened in’ Kerala
in the form . of violencé and
-vandalism, the Kerala Govern-
ment did not use the Preven-
tive Detention Act in spite of
the beating of Ministers, spee~
ches inciting hooliganism, trea-
sonably inciting Government
officers to disobey -the Govern-
ment. Compare'this with: West
Bengal today where hundreds
of persons are under arrest and
nobody knows what the charges
‘are against them.”

ask@d for

Gopalan- also contrasted the -

Punjab Chief Minister’s refusal
to meet Kisan Sabha represen-

tatives over betterment levy -
“with the Kerala Chief Minis-

“ter’s ready offer to ‘negotiate,
despite a violent agitation and
also the Kerala Government'’s
offer to Nehru to act as arbitra-
tor. o .

Truﬂi Aﬁiout_
‘Mass Upsurge

Gopalan also contrasted the.
‘free access given to Sucheta
Kripalani and Sadig Al and
others to come to Kerala and
sce things for themselves
with the externment order
served upon him by the-Pun~
jab Government . during the
anti-betterment levy struggle.
“And yet you will say there
was no democracy in Kerala

. but there .is democracy in |

Punjab® S
-Gopalan showed s#that it was

@ p_re-planned conspiracy done
. very clg'verly gince we

have got

Government, .

Gopalan contrasted that while
Nehru talked about communal
danger and warned ~ against
picketing and direct action, the
Congress in Kerala was indulg-
ing in all this and no finger was
raised by the Congress leaders,
including Nehru, against it.
“The Chief Minister of Ke-
rala wanted the Prime Minister
‘to intervene and firmly con-
demn direct action by the Con-
gress but unfortunately he only
saw mass upsurge when he

came to Trivandrum. We know -

how Re. 2.50 was given to each
man and Rs. 1.50 to each wo-
man demonstrator .and we' also
know that Mannam has admit-
ted having spent Rs. 50 la_khs.’_’

-«Master Tara Singh was ar-
vested and there was one mass
upsurgé in Delhi. We saw ano-

' =§.. EASWARA

ther mass upsurge in. 1946 by

_the Muslim League. Prime Mi-

hister Nehru went to Spain in
1938 and. saw the Catholic
Church’s mass upsurge. Did the
- Jawaharlal Nehru of 1936 call
it a mass upsurge? This is the
_ difference between Jawaharlal
Nehru of 1936 with Jawabarlal
Nehru of 1959.” o

.Gopalan showed how stage
by stage the Congress leaders
allowed things to deteriorate
until the threat of seige of
Trivandrum was instigated
when Sucheta Kripalani went’
to Kerala. The Prime Mini-
ster instead = of stopping all
_this, allowed and abetted this.
Gopalan ended by saying the
people of Kerala will -certainly
remember all this. C

Sri Easwara Iyer, speaking in,
‘the debate, = accused: that the
Congress Party in Kerala was
«actually instigating and -abet-
ting violence and vandalism in
the name of direct action.” He
branded Mannam as a “stooge
in the hand of the Congress
Party and also of the Catholic
Church” And after doing all
this, the Congress leaders are
putting on a face of innocence.
He said, “It is like a devil tell-
ing the Judge, release the thug
and hang the complainan A

- A Worthiess.
. Report .

Eswara- Iyer re;nfnded that
_ the Home Minister had offer-

ed the Kerala Chief Minister
last year Central help to pro-

_ tect the interests .of British

NEW AGE

and without date.”

Usnion Government to come
to the aid of a State Govern-
ment in case of internal dis-
turbance. : .
He accused the Home Mini-
ster of.not telling the truth that
the Kerala Government did not
ask for help. “The Kerala Chief
Minister had asked for help of

the Home Minister and Prime

Minister to decry and condemn
the violent' direct action. Is this
not asking for lielp? This Fran-
kenstein was after all their
child.” -

 And Eswara Iyer called the

summary of the Governor's re-
port as “a-rat out of a hat,” and
added, “A report admittedly
prepared = after

It was interesting to find PSP

IYER
member Dr. K. B. Menon com-
ing to the rescue of the embar-
fassed treasury benches by
questioning whether - it was
right for a member to question
the bona fides of a Minister.
Eswara Iyer called it *legally
and_technically,
worthless.”
Eswara Iyer said, “I accuse
the Central Government of act-
ing unconstitutionaily in viola-

tion of the provisions of the

Constituton.” He said the Par-
Jiament was “kept in dark”
about the other information re-
ceived by the President beside
the Goverrior’s report and asked
if these were supplied by the
Kerala Congress President Sri
Shankar, the General Secretary
and. President of the Congréss
Party and added, “It is embar-
rassing for me to comment
on their politics.” )
About release .of prisoners,
Eswara Iyer recalled that the
‘Andhra Government in 1954
made wholesale release of all
prisoners including .murderers,
and those convicted for. dacoity
and rape cases, and evén un-
der-trials and this was criti-
sed by the Madras High Court

but ‘the - Home -Minister was *
not horrified by the Andhra h

Government’s action but “Ker-
ala ‘had a different Ministry.”
He charged the Central
Government as ‘having made
“grave inroads into provincial
autonomy and States, helping
‘to encourage separatist ten-

" dencies and also subversive’

* tendencies.” He warned that
this way the unity of India
would be _destroyed and pos-

proclamation .

and factually -

testing ground” =-for bursting
this atom -bomb of viclation of
democratic rights. “Radiation

" is already spreading and, it will

destroy persons who have used
this atom -bomb. Democracy
has its own valués and will . -
wipe out from the face of India
those who -violate it,” concluded
Easwara Iyer, :

Sri R. K. Khadilkar, Inde- -
pendent member, . though sup--

.porting the Home Minister’s re-

solution in his.own way, was:

sharply. critical of the Congress -

leadership and the
Government. :

He reminded the House of
what Dr. Ambedkar. had said
about Article 365 when it was

Central

. being  debated by the Consti~ .

tuent Assembly. “Dr.. Ambed-
kar persudaded the Constituent
A‘ssgmbly to accept it with this
viewpoint, that it would be al-.
most a dead latter; it would be
taken advantage of in the last
resort; normally it would not
be invoked.” And then. .Sri

. Khadilkar asked, did the Party

in power at the Centrae and in
18 other States act up to the

“spirit of the Constitution?

.In Spain, he said, ‘‘events
happened in such a way that
the constituition was pervert-
ed and allowed to be pervert-
ed..... Pandit Nehru used to
go from place to place giving -
the ‘implications of this Spanish
civil war to the people and
teaching them a lesson ; ‘If you
want to live. for democracy
you will have.to be very vigi-
lant.’. .. While we are.trying to-
day to justify a certain-dction
taken by the Central Govern-

‘ment, are we going to justi-

fy all the facts, the anteced-

_ents of that act? In my opinion

it is vitiated....
“In the eyes of the people, in

the ‘spirit of the Constituition

a Government that has no other *

course in a particular case—

that they-had - to intervene—
stands morally condemned.”
Sri Khadilkar warned the
Congress that “it was playing
~ipith fire... You are reviving
‘for the sake of getting into

. power, the Muslim . League.
Sorebody said that the ‘Lea-
gue in Kerala ~was a demo-

- cratic. party. I was surprised.
One great. achievement dur-
ing the last ten years under -
Panditji’s leadership is that
we are developing a ‘type of
secular democracy..... Are
we going to sacrificeé .that big
achievement during his life-
tiine for the sake of getfing
into office in Kerala and giv-

" ‘ing -a call all over Indig to
Muslims to organise because
they will get recognition from
‘the ruling party of this coun- .
try which rules at the Centre
and 13 other States.”

.-






