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“FROM OUR GORRESPONDEI\T NEW]TELBI, January

. The Association of Scientific Workers of Indla .
_in its meeting held a.longside the Science Congress- -
~ has done good national service through its resolu-;
- tion on the Hindustan Anti-Biotics, a public sector
drug plant in Pimpri, Bombay, by demandmg from.
_the Government of India an enquiry into the circum-.
- gtances and reasons which led to the signing of the-
agreement with the U.S. firm of MERCKS against

“the ‘declared national policy.” It also stated that

“there was no Justiﬁoatlon for ignoring the Soviet’
It also protested against the.

offer of assistance.”-

renioval of Dr. Ganapah who had built and léd the -

Punpn plant so far.

DIT NEHRU dld no cre- i

dit to his high office when

he admonished the scientists.-
responsible for the above reso--

. ution . that their Association

- *“would lose the great respect. -

. its workers enjoyed ' In ‘the -

country if"it. indulged in un--
fair and unjustified criticism.

" of Government ‘policies.””

If it was only & matter of .
Pandit - Nehra - losing: his -
as he very often -

temper,
does, we would have ignored
the matter.  The isSue In-

volved this- time; however, is .

very grave indeed. It con-

cerns the future of our drug
industry and’ the health of
the nation. -

Negotiaﬂons

B .Wlth U.S.S.R.

i -foreign” countries were Involv-

. 'India, the Soviet Govemment

even offered a loan of about
. Rs. ten. crores, .the needed
- foreign exchange. for import-

‘ing equipment to implement

Delicste negotiations with B

ed.to’set up-a. composite drug -

industry:in our country- - and
meet all the.reéquirements of

our needy people. The matter

was being handled by experts .

and eminent scientists. Dis-
turbing facts had come to our
‘notice that foreign - concerns

" through Indian reactionaries -
* were pulling wires to prevent -

the .start of .a national drug
industry. Now, that Pandit
Nehru has-openly spurned, the

- sclentists and his Government

has - sanctioned this: - deal
against its. own declared poli-

ey, it is time for organs -of

public opinion to speak up. .
““The Government of India

" had assiired the public, time

and again, that since we do
not produce ‘any drugs;. except
from ' periultimate ‘products or
" finished drugs bottled in India,
the Government would deve-

lop the whole industry. in the .

public sector. Any number: of

- extracts ‘from’ Pandit ‘Nehru’s:

own speeches can -be quoted.
One.- felt confident that

. this assarance would
adhered to since the Soviet

~experts had been invited to-

he -

draw up a big and compesite *

. project and-the Soviet Gov-
~ernment had agreed to give
-all -the know-how. ‘entirely

free of charge, train-Indian

workers on the technology

~.of ‘drug manufacture and {o-

- make India completely self-
supporting in drugs.

The Governmment .of India
had been conducting discus-
- sions. with the Soviet, Govern-
ment for. the setting up of a

drug industry since the begin- .
ning of 1956, when' it invited .

“.Spviet eXperts to come to our

g country.

“The Soviet experts submit-
ted a detailed scheme to make
India completely . self-suffici-

- ‘Later on, agaln at the
tequest of the Govemment of

The HINDU: of
announced the Government

“the scheme suggested by the

Soviet experts. ~ The ‘Govern-
ment of India invited a second

team:. of Soviet experts " who -
¢ame " to-India -early August' :

last year to finalise the pro-
ject.

Startling
Term_s

‘While the above negotiations
were going on, the Govern-
ment of India permitted a
foreign firm to gain a stran-
glehold on our drug-industry.
November 4

approval of a project for the

" manufacture of drugs and

pharmaceuticals by the, Ame-
rican firm of MERCKS, Shar-
pe and Dhome Intemational
through .an Indian company,

in -associatiori with the Tatas.: -
Of the investment capital of :

Rs. ‘4.2 crores,. 60 per cent

,would be. subscribed by the .
’_American firm and 40 per cent
" by the Tatas. This.is surely .

enough to startle anybody.

. . FIRST, the manufacture
of important drugs’ instead
of - being. attempted in the

public sector has been pass--

“ed on.to the private sector.
SECONDLY, a foreign firm
had been brought- into the
country  and with major
control over the private firm

Tatas have agreed to be

junjor partners for the sake .
own profits..
Indian’

of - their
FOURTHLY,: the

people’ and  above- all, ~our

sick ‘and needy, will have to ..
a very heavy price'

pay’

mdeed

In " the pharmaceutical in-
dustry of-Europe and America

-it. is customary to charge ex-

actly ten times ‘the actual cost
of a drug. Thus the Indian
patient must support a fore-
ign manufacturer, must pay

to be set up. THIRDLY, the -
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for his lavish advertising cam-
paigns, must pay for: the past,

present and future research in .
. their foreign countries, )
pay for the expansion of. the-

plant = and ‘for many . other

items. A Government that can

sanction a deal like the above
must be called ‘to account in
firm and clear tones.’ E

But this is not the end of "
-~ the story. )

The same firm of MERCKS
‘entered into agreement with

. the Government of India for
.. the manufacture of strepto--
Hindustan Anti-Biotics plant -

-and. extenston of the

at Pimpri.” It is very much

worth . while ' examining the

terms of this agreement.
In paragraph 8(a) we are
. committed to pay. =2} per
per cent on-sales in India
and five per cent on sales In
countries other than India,
all this income-tax free and
to be paid in dollars! This
‘will involve paying annually
"about Rs. two crores in
dollars‘ if we produce only

J‘WNWMIWVVVW

must -

.no ‘technical and

year and many more crores
"of dollars, if we produce -
more and we must produce
mere, for our needs are
* -greater. . No royalties .were,
involved in the Soviet offer
" but now we have ' to.pay
through our mnoese for. U.S.

_“aid” and that too in scarce -

foreign excha.nge. .

under - the
charges for research and con-
tinuous :technical assistance.

Leaving wordy verbiage .aside, .

4ny - company.’ lawyer after
redading this agreement, would
tell us.that these are royalties..

Pimpri was built as an-“open
plant" which will observe

secrecy so- that not only our
nation but others as well may
use. and gain frbm ‘the results.
of our research.: The World
Health Organisation had fin-

.anced the , Pimprt plant - on

condition that India- will ob-’

serve no secrecy. The Indian

: ‘information...
These charges, however,.are .,
_not - formally .called royalties
agreemeént but; .

sclentific

TR T A RS

undertaking. Now, under the. .

-agreement ‘with the MERCKS,
isecrecy obligations have been

impodsed on the Hindustan

"Anti-Biotles. .
In'.paragraph ll(a) of the
agreement the.plant will be

required to “take all reason-- -

aple steps to ensure tiiat such-

N
.

communicated. .,

mation will be . disclosed or

“ees:.by. proper -

factory to MERCKS. .~
‘Indian scientists have right-

1y enough been very disturbed - -
Science and.
technology flourish best in-'an .

by this "clause.

atmosphere of free:exchange’

45 tons ‘of streptomycin-a Government gave that solemn: o o

will not .5
) screening ©
the employees to whom Infor-.

and contact of minds. .This

agreement. . will bind us to.
MERCKS hand and foot for
ten years, make our. scientists

suﬁer McCarthy type screen-. ‘

‘who may have access thereto

‘and. binding all such employ- -
security ar- . |
‘rangements in a form 'satis- . . :

.iSEEPAGEtl B

>

. Radlo-pictm'e of N. S. Khrushchov ‘delivering ‘his . report to the 2lst Congress of the
- Communist. Party of the Soviet ' Union which opened in Moscow on January 27. W
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_the Prime Minister is no
_reason why we should close-
our eyes to wrong policies:
and pratctices of the Prime

. Minister and. hls Govern-
iIn fact, we would
thlnk that fighting these
policles is a vital part of
the fight agalnst Right re-.
" action and . the American
‘Lobby. Mr. Kamnjla ‘would
have us otherwlse. But then
his own paper: would be
guilty of this crime. Hasn’t
ever” exposed any
scandal in’the Public Sec-
tor? Does it mean the paper
is against the Public Sec-
tor? That would be rather:.
a cheap way of attacklng

_ brushes aslde the charge of
‘M. Mathal’
certain American

KABANJ IA ’!‘0
THE DEFENCE

DITOR Karanjia of
BLITZ has joined the
. fray—on the side of Mr. M.
0. Mathal, till recently
Special Assistant -to Prime’
Minister Nehru. In a signed
despatch. to his paper of.
January 24, he has pro-

~-ment which has failed to’k
this is not possible.

‘Hold your breath tor
: what is comlng

< “The. other charge of
American influence is pure
and simple ‘nonsense. I can .
, attest to this\fact with the
authority of personal know-
To give only one -
lllustration which -would
suffice - to demolish - this’
I can reveal that
" the Bhﬂal Steel Plant which
foundation = of

The Rashtrapah this year remterated
determination to “go.on:
‘is assured of “a reasonab
measure of social security.” No explanation of why it has
ed, so many. years after independence. No gua-
beensured,mthe ears’ ahead. -
“The shame and humiliation” that we have to look to
countries for food was admitted. The kisans were
d upon to double the present produ
“free from the ever present
ﬁrst obvmus step is to ensure land to
ing fact is that even on this National
acuteness of ‘the food crisis, no
.thatcellmgswﬂlbexm ed this earandsurplusland
given to the landless to boost food pmduchom R

Equally disturbing is. the call to the common people

.to show “a greater spirit of sacrifice” in_the interests of
pment.: The nation’s economic development canand
%rowu:ﬁ raising of the standard of
of develo dr])ment, however, -

ey see that the

. “Nehru believes his. asslst—
_ant is innocent.” -

It is Mr. Karanjia’s 'hablt

to find. himself amidst .

a.nd revolutlon—-ao

. sentence . of his despatch. .
After a.cceptlng this clal came- about as' a result of
of his one begins to wonder
what that has got J!to do
with Mr Mathal. ? .

What T learnftrom the.
despatch—andw that was
‘plenty—was thht—

Mr. Mathal is Mr. Ka-
. ranjia’s friend. .

@ Mr. Karanjia had a tallt
with the Prlme Minister.

) Mr. Karanjla personally steel
" has absolutely no doubt
about Mr:.. Mat.ha.’l’s mte- ;

- a, personal ‘talk between : ‘ )

: Mr Mathal ‘and the then Mr. Karanjla when . he |
refers to the Current and
tries to lump us with it is
not being very honest,
does not.help him fo de- '~

fend the lndefenslble.

WH(P QHEDS
TEABS ?
T would like Mrl: ‘Karanjia

“to read a féew foreign Press
: comments on the Mathal

- Wo'uldn’t you . think that
the Soviet Union had no '
icy of aiding the indus-
trialisation - “of underdeve-
loped - countries,
Government of India and
Prime Minister Nehru him-
selfhadnoplantobuilda
industry - in India.

. Then one day Mr. Mathai
Mr. Menshrkov—and'
the offer for Bhildi .came.
n the readers of BLITZ
uldn’t be credulous en-
ough to accept meekly this
placing of history on its
head even if it is done by
Editor Karanjm. -

. THES IS THE
. DIFFERENCE

ut.all this is not our
quarrel with Mr. Karanjia.
Like Mr. Mathai, Mr. Ka-
ranjia. also has no solid -
mateﬁal to put up'a con-
vjncmg defence.
Prime. Minister is dragged
in, Mr. Karanjia has even
gone - to the .
charging . us with wusing
against . Mr.  Mathal
dagger gotten second-hand
from .a patently capitalist
The reference is
publication of a
report on Mr. Mathai by the
Bombay = weekly Current
which in his words is “a
* pro-American anti-Nehru
-weekly which exists only to -
blackguard Mr. Nehra, his.
famlly ahnd associates.” .

should lead to gradual,
life of the common- people
leaves the working people cold because
ains of development and of ‘their own labour go p:
the capitalists and the other vested interests.

The call of development will certainly inspire the
le if they-find that the v,
ave their ownway and
“The Manchester Guar- if they see that they are ensured

dian, for instance, in a des-

" patch says:.“Mr. Nehru's

" personal Ass1stant Mr, Ma-
: resigned during the
3 week and amidst circums-

" tances which  leave Mr.

- Nehru more isolated in his
ivory tower, and the private
sector more vulnerable than
ever » And later, “whatever’

story  of ‘the

. , one thing is certain,

that it will push India more!
‘towards SOclalism ;

1 do not thmk the pros-
pects are as cheerful as all
- that, but what is evident |
" js that the Private Sector
is not happy: about Mr.
Mathai’s resignation. Unlike
what Mr. Karanjia wants
us to believe, it is not the
Sector which  is. .
tears, bat the
Private Sector and the for-
elgn thed mterests. .

The inference seems Yo

be that since Mr. ‘Karanjia
_ "has faith in Mr. Mathai-all
of us should be satisfied. If

even the siightest, Mr. Ka-. -
ranjia- has more evidencs
“to offer - us-ta prove that
Mr., Mathai is no blue-eyed -
boy of Big Business as is”
sought to be' made out he -
is’ Enemy No. "
Private Sector, in" fact he
is one of the architects of
the’ Public Sector in Indla

Listen to Mr. Karanjia :
“Mr. - Mathal’s contribu- -
tion to the evolution of the -
Public Sector in India ‘has:
also -been considerable. In
fact, the discovery for the-
State-owned enterprises of
one of ‘the ‘most brilliant
and enterprlslng young exe-
cutive, Mr. M. K. Mathula,
goes to the credit of Mr.
- Mathai :— and that is one
 reason why. the. Private
Sector and its most aggres-
sive industrial house asso-
. cidted with the Forum of
Free ' Enterprise  have ned
. forgiven Mr. Mathai.” (orl-
ginal emphaals)

OM’RADES B. T. Ranadive, Member of the Secretaﬂat of
the Natioml Council of our Party, and J. M. Kaul, Secre-.
tary of the Caleutta District Committee of the Party, have been .
refused their passpm-ts by the Government -of India despite
repeated representations at the highest level.. This iz fio fou.tim
administrative affair but g political event which should cause’
- deep concern to all Indign democrats.
WhenthelndianGwemmentrefuseepaaspommthetop
,leaderaoftheleadmgOpposittonpafty itiemtobsewingthc
- common decencies of democratic life and {8 denying lead(na
Indign- citizens the legal right to travel abroad. It is bureaw-
mﬁcauthontaﬁmﬁsm,asbmunderthe oegle of Indlcn

' QUEs'uoNs

Now lf Mr Karanjia

- really wants to defend Mr.
Mathai -he should get some
information from his friend
and place it before the peo-
__ple to prove his incorrupt-
ibility. It is too much to ask
us to just accept hls word. -

mxaranjlacan,torlna—
ask Mr. Mathat %o

tenuswhathlsassetswero_
- when' he started working
: forthePrlmeMnletersome

We onlywlshM.r Karan-
{ia had read both the sto- -
ries—as printed by Current .
and as printed by the
Oommunlst Press.

' Oommunlst " Press
‘knew’ exactly what it was
doing': a person Who wWas
. being favoured by Big Busi- .
, ness, who was too frlendly"
" with certain Americdn’ cir-
cles ‘wes in the crucial post
-of: being Special Asslstant
to the Prime Minister; His *
contlnuance there was dan-
gerous to the: interests of -
the nation and so the Com-

msi'omz ON.
TS HEAD

Don’t ask whether this

. doesn’t go to confirm the
" echarge. that is being made
“that Mr. Mathai wis in the
of distributing fav-
ours of high-offices. Don’t

. even " ask questions about
_ what goes on in our Publio
Sector—the -corruption;

-, waste, ete. This is the evi-,

- dence ‘Mr, Karanjia has'
solemnly produced to tell us
that the Private Sector has
a grudge against Mr. Ma- ‘.
thai. After this, of course, " gitack on. the Prime Minis- -

_ter. 1n fact, the whole thing |
. was . being brought to his
notice - - 20 ‘that he >
" elean up his surroundinga

assets of Mr. Matha.l nnd
the investments—in Tata -
Ordinary, Tata New Ordi-
" nary, Elphinston Mills, An-
dhra Valley Power,
Cement? And in Natlonal.

Savings Certificates ‘and .
Development Loans? -
there . a bank account .In

Tondon and another joint- -
1y with somebody in Zurich?

And a few
about the Chechamma Me-

Whether he had earned
any such assets when he
was in the émploy of 8ri C.
P. Mathen or when he was
. working for the U.S. outfit

- mmdia (waslttheU.S

.- Whether when he jolned, :

Government service he de- -

. clared his assets as requir-
.ed by rules? -And whether
subgequently he sent in re-

- turns when he bought and -

" ‘gold’ properties like " the.

Kulu. Valley Orchard?

- What ~are. the presant

" jt'is rather emb:
:ror Mr." Karanjla to- men-

erla. House -that came al-- ’
mostasaglfttothetmst
lnmemoryoer Mathal’s

questions

" wil f.he'rmstneedhe,, b
published? . And . also the .~
Bank . statements of the R

.-Just. because there is an -
“attack from- the Right on -
the public ‘sector ar on

" But more astounding 18
Amerlcan Lobby: attack on- -

‘WaY - Mr Kara.njla

HE Rashtrapahs Repnb-
T lic Day message should -
be an ispiring. call ‘to’ action..
Under a.. Congess Govemn-

its promises to the people,
The Rashtrapati’s -have been routine
es, the usual words ‘which mean-no geln keeping .
h office, he should certainly” not
ly on the Nahonal Day and lean .on the

ested interests are not allowet
serve their own selfish- mterests

The call for sacrifice must be addressed to’ our ‘big
capitalists who can and must make sacrifices, whose selfish.
activities have made ‘a mess. of our economy, and who if -
. left to. themselves .would make matters worse, in partner—

ship with the foreign monopolists.
The call for sacrifice addressed to our common peo le
increase their bitterness:and intensify their indig-"
actual practice, it can only mean. the.
for a capltahst offensive against the workers an
which will .only .pravoke widespread  po
The Rashtrapati’s message is dlsturbmg an fmls to msprre
any new confidence. - ,

(Imy 23)

" lous

misdentalojdanocraﬁcﬁghtsiaamodolwmmm
fepeat itself. Our Party will fight it with the support of all
decent democrats. The issue iz simple: the right of well-knoon
Indianpatrtotatogettheirpauporton demond. -

(JM 28)’

' ””*‘B**k*”‘Fﬁ*ﬁi‘ﬁ#‘hmmiﬁiﬁiiiiﬁﬁiﬁﬁ
What are the instructions

‘given - to -banks
India ques?

Is ' each donated?

are .not forthcoming,

controver-

the Govemment‘s
fromPlantoPlan"hIleveryIndmn
le : standard of living and enjoys a

ction and make the’

ost of hunger.” The
hller The distarb-
‘Day, despite the
c pledge was given

better  conditions’ of hfe

Sl
Fite, peggﬂ

ular- resistance. -
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- ‘operation of accounts? Who
- ‘is ‘authorised to sign che- :

© 'Who are the donorsoftha
Trust and what amount hes

There ‘. are plenty more. o
question3 that can be ask~
. ed, and maybe If answers

. may " have to provide them"
" ourselves. - And thesé an--.
.swers will certainly not gOo
to strerigthen Mr Karan- -
jla’s defence of l.lr Mathal.
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*From RAJ BAHADUR GOUB

Abouta hundred members from all over India
were present when the AITUC General Council began
its sessxons in Bangalore in the mormng of January-

.15 to review. the developments since the Ernakulam Their
- Session of the AITUC in December 1957, and find Way ﬂllt
_solutions for the vital and urgent: problems facing our
v working class and our-economy. ’
- OMRADE 8. ‘A, Dange,

MP, General Secretary of

the AITUC, in his five-hour,

report to the Council reviewed

. the economic developments in

the world and in our, country
gince Ernakulam, the struggles
of the working class in defence

* of the vital interests' both of -
themselves: and the economy-

and the tasks andperspec

- tives.

Comrade Dange. posed the
question: “What is happening
to the economy-—all over the
Wworld and within -our own
country?” and proceeded to
reply:

in September 1957 when
the extended - meeting of

the AITUC Working Com- )

mittee was held in Delhi we

saw the sngns of a creeping
recession in the vanced
capitalist countries. .When

we met at Ernakulam in -

* Pecember 1957, .we were

-,-already feeling 1t and by the -

time the” AITUC Working
Committee ‘met in Darjeel-

‘ing in -May 1958, ‘it was

already ‘on our-heads’.
- "What -is the nature. of. this

‘recesslon “inthe capitalist -
world and how is it different

from the earlier recessions in
1947-48 and 19537

Quoting from the findings
of the U. N. Comiittees them-
selves, Comrade Dange ex-
ploded the ~myth that -this

“people’s capitalism’” was im--

mune from : troubles and
showed how the present, crisis
was more * persistent, more
extensive and deeper than the
earlier ones.

The first crists ‘of 1947-48
did not affect all the capitalist

countries. It was  explained .
. away as arising out of tempo-

gary reasons of postwar cons-
truction and so on.

* The.second crisis’ of 1953

also did not embrace all the
capitalist countries, 1t was
felt . only in countries not
affected by the earlier 1947
crisis. This too- was explained.

‘away as arlsing out of the'end

of the Korean war.

_. The -l_’resent _
- Qrisiis’

But the present - crisis is
accepted even by U. N.. au-
thorities to be & “real down-

" ward trend in business.” It
has embraced all the advan-
ced capitalist countries.

In the USA, iron and steel
productlon fell by 55 per cent
at a certain stage during the
present recession. There are
five million unemployed in the

_USA today.
~ “Therichest capitallst coun- .
‘" try,” remarked Dange, “was

not . only faciig ~'a serious
‘downward trend in business’,
but was unable to provide even
essential social security to its

. workers — something. which
ought to be expected from its
~ highly developed lndustry’

In the United Kingdom, :
-production in December 1958
was four per cent less than in
Déecember .1957. ‘The unem- -
. ployment . whlch during -the
last decade hovered around -

, FEBRUARY 1,1950 -

" duction in November 1958 was - clously attacking the national

‘camp in our country them-

"ced only . increased ‘private’ ‘rica have been the Jtraditional

" has to eat less and drink 1es8 radctance to the entrenched

- countries ‘like ours, not on our
terms but on-their terms, not -

‘with- a - serious- recession, ©

wardareastomshing. Pro- areapartofthlsstrategyot
s duction is continually grow- the imperialists. . -
ing and living standards are * Comrade A Dange wamed
continually rlsmg . " against any -equating of the
situations - in' Pakistan and
. Iraq. In Iraq the military
. supported by the people over-
threw a quisling regime- and
‘brought about radical social -
* Comrade Dange then wenb. reforms intefnally. Agrarian
the one-lakh- figure m the “on to show as to how the im-" reforms that-are being deba-
perialists want to solve thelr " ted in India for the last twelve -

_United Kingdom has now shot
up to five lakhs with pros-, difficulties. years have been enforced in
pects of further increase-up to - FIRST, they are hysterlcally Iraq within six months of the .

seven lakhs. . attempting  to resolve. the new regime,

West Germa_uy’ which Dan- crisis by an intensification of : .How are they. attacklng the -
ge said.was a country of “mi- - the cold war and actually inl~ working class in the USA and
racles” according to capitalist. tiating short wars as in Korea, the UXK.? 'And how are the
propagandists, and which was ©OF in Egypt or an adventure ln ‘working class- and the trade-
“stable” in 1048.and 1953, is Lebanon. - . union movement resisting

also in distress. The State pro- - SECONDLY, they are fero- them? - :
In the USA, the steel work-
18 per cent less than in Nov- . liberation movements asin ersand the automobile work-
ember 1957. During the eleven . Algeria and are rrantically ers’ refused to accept ‘any
months of 1958 the steel out- trying to create obstacles in Wage-cut. There was fietce
put was six per cent less than - the development of the under- struggle and the Workers won.
that in the corresponding developed countries and their = And'in the USA it is these
months. of 1957. The output of . efforts to liquidate their eco- steel and automobile ‘workers
plg ironi was eight per cent nomic subservience to and WhO detérmine the wage lize
less in the same period. dependence  on imperialist in the country. -
Coal - raisings have. gone countries. : In the U. K, the lmperiallsts
down, workers get less work,,_ . TnlBDLY they are resort- are attacklng the trade unlons

GENE»BAE SECREFARY REP@RT&

v&' CAPH‘ALES’E‘ RECESSEON AND
- EFFECTS ON OUR ECGNOMY

* UNITED ACHONS OF _ THE

- WORKING QLASS

a.nd pits.-are idie. In spite of ing to furlous attacks on the to crlpple and disable them
all this, twelve million tons of living standards of the work- The ‘two planks of this attack
coal had accumulated at the ing people withln their own are the trade union funds and
pitheads in November 1958. In - countries. the shop stewards. It is thé
face of this the “miracle coun- S . shop steward-who is the back--
try” is importing ¢oal from Fierce o { bone of the British trade-
the USA under old contracts . - |~ union movement.’It is he who
and- is facitng comp_gtgtlotrsl Besistanecs " prepares ‘and mobilises the.
from U. S. petroleum produc N ’ .~ worker to resist the employer.
as fuel against its own coal. .. But they are meeting with iy, oynigvers of U ;Ye"'
The economists of the Birla ﬁerce réesistl_::ncehon all fronts. - therefore, ptrglng to : dest?:;
 What. : then has emerged °
selves agree that in West Ger- from out of this _resistance ::l:rdsmsanut;uge &ioslsg 8:;'
many the productivity of the during 19582 What are the corwe. ' in jong dra g e
worker is exemplary. And this contents of the new situation? ;. "y exhaustg th ;Vl;unsté'sug
high productivity has produ- Asia, Africa ‘and Latin Ame- e
Nevertheloss big “struggles-

savings'. while internal con- reserves.of Western imperial-: &re on in the U. K., -against -
sumption is not rising. and ists. Tt is these reserves that this offensive.
they remain -at a “mean - are collapslng.
at:él%dl; in relation to f°°d Africa is in ferment.  New State 0f ~
) eIN X -
Skt Gorman ks STt Sits wre mer, Qur Hoomomy

in order to Increase the Prl- rgeists is developing a5 in ceel';lee;l tgﬁzﬁg tgglll%; ell’or;:

vate savings' of capital. And
this - - ‘private - decumulation’ Algeria. ments in our. national eco-

has- to be exported to other
D States, the role of Egypt, Syria - the - recession in advanced

and Iraq and the people’s war capitalist countries.

to develop our economy as we D Algeria throwing up & PIo- = 1n March - 1958 itself, the

want to, but o enrich and Vistonal Government are the @overnmerit accepted that the

prop up the private sector. new, significant and vital On- - poom in the’ economy had’
ago,” Dange said, “after .te)::ts of the pre;ent situation ¢ome to an end: The produc-
twelve years after the war, zs!ainlng In "Africa ‘and West. tjon in the first seven months
when ‘people’s capitalism’ is a -0f 1958 was less than that in
being planned, we are faced. - The . imperialist ~attacks - the correspondlng months of
- are also conditioned by this 1957, Unemployment -  had

new element in the situa- grown, One million was the
tion. No more could  their figurée on the register at the
old cerrsuiathods of granting  end of August 1858. :

* eon ons . and = keeping 9 mrad .

. them subservient bear any sal‘: ut, ggmﬁonewalslal;gle
dividends. Therefore 2 BeW - ¢her so Simple nor so alarm-
meth::ﬂiis resorted to. Throw ‘ing.” The recession, accord-
o tary dictatorships  jng to Dange, Is relative’

_that are amenable to'Ame- and not absolute. It is a re:

: _rxca.n imperla}lst influences flection ‘only of the bad
and pressure, suppress the  effects of world = capitalist’
forces of independence and . market and the activities of

_.&swallow th&i- economies "f _the foreign monopolies.

ese countries. " The pecnliarities of our ‘re-
_Developments in "~ Paklxtan :
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mounting unemployment and
the classical: phenomenon of
‘poverty amidst plenty’ in the
advanced capitalist countries.”
. Contrast this with the
- developments in the Soclal-
“'ist:countries. Here real mira- -
cles are taking place. Crisis
. is unknown, unemployment
'is ‘nnknown. Science and
" {echnique haye advanced so -
much as to add a new planet
to the solar system. The
Seven-Year Plan - -of the '
USSB and China’s leap for-

cession’ arise out of an un- -

derdeveloped cougntry-trylng
to develop her economy.

Peenllar ‘
Phenomenon

. The general productlon in-

dices are going down because . T
of the fall in cotton, jute and 1 . . .

‘tea which form the major
component of ‘production in~ .

‘dex. This is typical of an un-
derdeveloped country; where-
as the fall in' advanced capi-’
-talist countries. is -due to that
in iron and steel and products
of heavy lndustry Coet iy
- Our country Is underdeve-
“loped and is also trying to'de- .
velop her economy by laying

fthe foundations of heavy ln- -

.‘dustry
We, therefore, see; a peculiar

—~—phenomenon that -while the

‘production in cotton, jute and
‘tea has fallen that in cement, -

- iengineering,” coal -and sugar

‘has grown. .
TISCO and l:[SCO have’ ex--

panded Bhilai is going into -~
‘production.. Iron and- steel -
.would register an' absolute in~" - -

‘crease i .in - production. Coal.
‘ralsing, cement, sugar and:
paper ‘have all registered an
‘increase in output. .
In'spite of all this, the year'
1958 leaves us with an impres-
'sion of closures, foed shortage °
.and high prices, and difficul-
tles of: foreign exchange. Why?
'We are faced with a complex
phenomenon in our economy.
-iOur food-diffculties ‘are arls-
‘ing out of a erisis in-agricul-
ture due %o outmoded land
. Telations and lack of agrarian .
.. reforms, -accentuated by fail-

.~'ure of crops and capitalist -

- ‘price manipulations in the
‘graln market.’
k '.l'he foreign mononnllsts

are ' trying -hard-to utilise .

. fully these difficulties and-

.. these internal’ contradic- - -

* tions of our economy and

" make -fresh ‘inroads and . -

create . obstaclos in our de-
;- velopment. -

- Qur .difficulties are there-
fore, difficulties arislng out-of -
the grip of the capitalist :
market and the foreigri mono-

- 'polies.; Nevertheless this grip.
‘i3 neither complete. nor abso- -

tute. “That is why the basic -
‘direction of laying the foun-

) 1_datlon for heavy industry -
: _perslsts and refuses to be des- .
. ‘troyed - by «imperlallst pres--

sure,” . - obsetved Comrade
Dange: The basic copstruction

- on the basis -ofdeveloping-

capltallsm continiied but its ‘-

"tem:po was checked by 4mpe-

Emergence of new African nomy and- the effects on it of ‘gatgls,;;lorcéixnﬂe‘;::e ll)eflpog o
S

economy.
When: lmperlallsts were try- .

ingtomakeuseofourdlf-,..'

ficulties’ and; {strengthen thelr

positions,: the Boclalist camp i

was_ rendering immense help -
in our absolute :growth and to -
our efforts to build up an
independent economy. “When -
imperialist - aid at the most.

~ helps us in overcoming tempo- -

rary difficulties while in the
bargain trying to entrench its
vested = interests in our eco-
nomy, Socialist aid s proving
of-decisive importance in our :

. ‘absolute growth » sald Com-

rade Da.nge. .
. The Bhilai plant progres-
. ses according -to -schedile.
Czechoslovak —aid- to build -
our gwn foundrytouse our
steel for our machine-mak- —.
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AFTER NAGPUR THE DUKE

DNE can imaginé the
British - ruling - class
plannmg the Duke of Edin-

‘- burgh’s visit to India in a

‘big way and hoping to make
politlcal capital out of it. It
is sickening to watch the

- Indian Press and rulirg cir-

cles echoing the British
* sentiments and playing the

Y British game.”

. of the
- organisations. It is, however,
- none of our concern whom the

~ when the

about these

“The Daily Teleg'raph (Jami-
ary. 21) in its editorial wrote :
«prince Philip’s visit = which'

" . begins today. symbolises a re-

lationship. that goes deeper
than politics.73; "Our concern
for the country’s (India’s)

. welfare—shared by._the whole

.- Western world—is nio less than
when we held direct respon-
sxbility "

. The Daily Mail in a similar
editoria‘.l attached “very great
significance” to the Duke’s

A Reater report said & “If
the Duke’s tour Is a success,
the Queen will pay a ceremo-

- “gxpedition.”

_.” nial visit o India in ‘winter

1981, according to- usually re-
" liable sources here.™

The Duke came to India as
a delegate to our Science Con-
. gress. He is no scientist and
as he stated himself : “My
only degrees are: honourary
ones.” At best he is a patron
scientists and their

invited - British scientific or-
-ganisation sent :as their dele-

" gate.s

It .is, however, our concern

-ary degree of Doctor of Sei-’
ences at a Spécial Convocation
-and hailed him as “a great and

gracious Englishman.” He may -
° . [} ' : ’ L

. daughter,

‘Delhi University ~
conferred on ‘him the honour- -

be gracious, but what makes

him . great? Even a loyal

Englishman would not hail’

their Queen’s husband in suéh
words.

The citation said : “Today
Britain and India stand toge- -
ther with their. relationship
shrouded jn mystic haze with
no sure answer as to which of
them is mother and which the
which the teacher
and which the student.”

‘The Manchester
Correspondent from New Delhi
gleefully reported back :

of life and attachment to the
Commonwealth.”

The - British reactionaries
preach the myth about the
‘mystique of the Common- .

- 'wealth, but when the heads of

our Universities repeat the
same stuff, they are being ser-
vile. Words like the above
solemnly stated in an august
function, ought to sting Indian
public opinion into activity

~.and voice the demand that the
nation’s dignity and prestige -

be not thus violated.

Long days of British colonial .

rule has inevitably left its

. corrupting mark on India and -

there is obvious need to launch
a crusade against ideological
servility.
Again, while the British-
Queen’s consort was being
thus publicly pampered, etc.,
India’s Prime Minister had
no time to meet the Oman
delegation, who had come
under. the leadership of the
Deputy Imam, to seek our
country’s moral and practi-
_cal support in their libera-
tion struggle against the-
British colonialists and their’
bombers.
We only hope that the Arab
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mg to the * satisfaction of
. MERCKS or face ‘thé sack, It
will deny us the right to free
‘exchdnge of scientific infor-
mation with other countries
.of the - world 'and foreign

. scientific institutions.

The: Hindustan Anti-Blotics
built by the devoted labour of
Indian sclentists technicians
and workers now goes under
the control of' MERCKS, on
.their own terms, and will be
run “the American way.” The
period ‘involved is not three’
* years as is belng falsely stated
l§ut ten years and this period

likely to be extended by
“another ten years.

\ ‘The country miust know

) the ‘guilty men responsible

for-the above anti-national

vdeals The foremost among
them is Manubhai Shah; the

Minister for Industries, who

has doggedly opposed Soviet

aid on the ground that the

- U.S. ‘would . offer us better:

.. terms and the above are the
terms!

The official concerned is

Dr. Nag Raj Rag, Joint Se-

, crétary of the Minisiry and

the Chairman of the Board

of Directors of Hindustan

Anti-Biotics.

We may have more o say
gentleman . if
* prompt action is not taken by -,
the Government of India
betimes.

The first man to be victim-
ised after the agreement with .
the MERCKS is Dr. Ganapati

- . who, through patient research
* _ work in the Haffkine: Institute.

“had developed new. methods
for the production of. sulpha-
zirugs He was sent by the

' PAGE FOUR !

bilities
drugs and penicillin.in a State .

. up.

8

Government of ‘India twiee
-abroad to explore the possi-
for manufacturing

plant in-India. He ‘submitted
his report which was approved
by the Cabinet. He went to the
WHO and finalised their aid.
Pimpri was built out of his
research work and devoted
efforts. He designed, equipped,
staffed and led it all these
years. The MERCKS could not
naturally stothach such a
competent and upright man.
They had him transferred
back to Haffkine Institute.
The person who is-now fun-
ctioning as the boss of Pimpri
is 8. T. Raja, who is a BA,
LLB. and no technical man.
His past ' is none-too-bright’

and NEW AGE knows a bit
‘more about him.

His main qualific; )
that he is on dining * d gos-

sipping teérms .with M. M.
Shah. He is playing hell with
the scientists and workers at
Pimpri. One instance will- ex-
plain his ways. .

A nurse had to be engaged
The post was -advertised for
Rs. 100 Ten or twelve turned
‘'The salary offered. was
reduced to Rs. 60. Only the
girl, whom this Raja wanted
to.appoint, offered to work on
this low salary. After about
20 days her salary was- ra.ised
to Rs. 100!

The workers and techni-
. ¢ians of Pimpri have sub-

" mitted a2 memorandum to'
the Ministry and the Prime _

Minister ~for retaining Dr:
Ganapati and against his

. victimisation.
_1India’s seientists from above
and the Pimpri workers from

below have taken up’.a just.

national cause. Indian public
opinion: must give them all’
the support.

Guardian
“The N

“ visit has received a.mixture, of
_affection for the British way.

India’s

.employment of the Dalmia--

delegation will know enough
of India to take the news back
home to their freedom fighters
that the heart of the Indian
people is with them and not
with the British. : ’

THE SCIENCE CONGRESS

THE Indian Science Congress
is a big annual affair. The
country has every reason to be
proud of the work and achi-
evements of our scientists and
research institutions. The in-
ternational récognition ~ of

growing from -year to year.
This 'year distinguished fore-

ign scientists came as frater- -

nal - delegates from twenty
countries and the biggest ova-
tion was given to the Soviet
space scientists. Indian science
is not only respected abroad

but our scientists also .respect -

world science and, above-all,
willingly pay their tribute to
the scientifie advance of the
USSR. :

Indian - scientists spoke of
science and peace and science
and society. The President of
this 46th Session Dr. A. L.
Mudaliar in his address made
a powerful plea for banning
‘the utilisation of atomic ener-
gy for war purposes. He called
for a declaration by scientists
of the whole world —to the
effect, “that all atomic energy:
wonld be used only for peace-
ful purposes and that every
discovery would -be turned to-
endeavour for improvement of
conditions of living of human
society; that the psychological
warfare, which has unfortu-

. nately been continued for too

long a period would end..

To this fervent appeal
made on behalf of the entire
body of scientists and scien-
tific workers and the whole
people of India the scientists
from the West, so eager to
convey ~their ‘“fraternal

_ greetings” at the inaugural
session itself never made a
‘reply. Indian scientists held
. symposiums - to make their
" work more purposeful. The
sentiments they expressed
were progressive but under
the existing state of affairs

their - talent and work are .

not directly related to ur-
_ gent national. tasks. .

The way the Science Con-
gress is organised, it does. be-
come .a big get-together of
Indian scientists  and their
fraternisation - with foreign
scientists, - but the sectional
meetings are not well-organ-
ised nor. given much impor-
tance. Hence, the practical
results achieved are small as
compared to what is needed
and possible. .- .

“DALMIA’S DIRECT ORS

HE Indian capitalist world :

produces its own specific
brand of crooks and swindlers.
Despite all their.influence and
the high patronage they en-
joy, sometimes - they get

caught. Mundhra is facing &
. series of -prosecutions. and

Dalmia’s misdeeds are being
examined by the Bose Com-
mission.

J. M. Gupta, a former direc-
tor of Dalmia-Jain Airways,

a -public lmited company
mth an issued and paid-up
capital, stated in his evidence
before the Commission that
he was not an “independent
director”, but “an employee
director”. When asked to ex-

plsin tHe difference, he stated:-

“I mean that I was in the
NEW AGE

- seientdsts has been .-

Jain Group and believed that -
the Dalmia-Jain, Group peo-
ple ‘were doing. correct things.

inspired so much confidence

_since- Mr. Liagat Ali Khan'’s.
“In Pakistan today, the only

very disagreeable . thing wa_s

and I relied on their deci- +the sense of fear”..

sions.”
Pressed further by- Justice,

- Bose, he owned up that. he’
“did not apply his mind to the .

problems of the Company and
that he surrendered his judge-
ment to the - Dalmia-Jain
Group people. ” He named the'
group as consistihg of R.' K.
Dalmia, S. P. Jain and J. G.
Dalmia.

Another dlrector examin-
-ed by the Commission owned
.up that he was appomted
as-a director after marrying
the daughter of Dalmia’s
- sister, He owned up that he

‘had no particular qualifica-
“tions and that his job was
to sign where he was told to
and enter into as many

The developments in Pak-

- istan are accepted cynically

-and the imperialist role hid-
den, Pakistan’s pro-imperia-
list Government given a
good certificate and the fear
generated among the peo-
ple under the military dic-
tatorship just -found “dis~
agreeable”,
_This is- another evidence of
thie acceptance .and laudation

of Pak developments -~ by 8

leading spokésman . of Indian
reaction.

. 'The above shows what type
of regime and what type of
reforms Indian  Big Business
would welcome - in our own
country if they held- full sway.
and come  to 'realise :tHeir

benami transactions as were heart’s desire. Straws like the

necessary for the Dalmias
to fatten themselves.
The revelations being made

‘ before the Bose Commission

about the Dalmia concerns are

. typical of what happens in-

side most of our Big Business:
concerns inthe private sector.
They need wide exposure and
there should be a strong de--
mand for stringent methods
against the private enterprises’
and for firm measures by the
Government.

PHONEY LAND RE_F.O,RMS_

HE Pak President on Jan-

ary 24 announced ‘land
reforms which the Rindustan
Times headlined - as.“Sweep-
ing” but which are really pho-
ney. Gen. Ayub ‘Khan has .
himself stated ‘that his land
reforms are meant to make
the - transition smooth and
peaceful, “to do so in the in-.
terests of the landlords".

The ceiling has been placed
at 500 acres of irrigated land
or 1,000 acres of dry land. The
landlords can additionally re-

tain up to 150 acres under .

orchards. - They can alienate
by gift a limited area to their
heirs.

The' Hindustan Times has

editorially supported and wel- -

comed these reforms as the
best way of ending old feudal
order. The truth is exactly the
contrary.. They are the best
way to.save the feudal land-
lords in the present-day world.
The editorial, however,
. discloses the way the mind
of Indian reactionaries
works and what they would
do if they have their own
way with India’s land re-

- forms.

In line with the above, .

there is another- disturbing
estimate of developments in
Pakistan. The

of business executives, and
theé social and intellectual
elite of the Bombay ‘bourgeois
world. The Bombay Chamber
of Commerce is the organisa-
tion of British and collabora-
tionist Indian concerns. And

Dandekar is:the first Indian

President of this Chamber, He'
‘ spoke before the Group on
2ond January on “Impressions
of recen} visit to Pakistan.” -
. “On- the whole, his- impres-
sion was that perhaps nothing
better- was passible when the
coup of October 7. took place
in view of the ' atmosphere
prevailing at that time.

. “The Pakistan Cabinet was

composed of men of- good cha-"
raéter, ability and great pro- -

miise. No other Cablnet has

. Progressive.
Group of Bombay is a circle-

. the Karachi meet

above also disclose the path
towards which the Indian re-
action, champion - of collabo-
ration with the foreign impe-
rialists, seeks to drive Indian
developments.

BAGHDAD PACT

T HE Baghdad Pact Council
met at Karachi and dis-
cussed “subversion not only
from Communist countries but
also from  other quarters”.
- Pakistan complained of an
alleged subversive = movement
“encouraged and financed. by
the Government of India”. It
also reported “certain facts
and ‘figures” about the Indian
communist Party’s “subversive
activities in East Pakistan.”

It also complained -that. the-

All-India Radio was being used
to “spread ° disaffection” and
disunity among the Pakistani
people”, "Pakistan' demanded
guarantees not only against
aggression ' from Communist
countries, but also from other
quarters, notably. “India and
Afghanistan”. :

. U. S. policy faces a real"
dilemma. They cannot give -

the guarantee that their

'Pak puppets : demand ‘te’

boost their - own - position
among . their ' people and
violently risk Indian oppesi-
-tion. To allay Indian opinion .
they lét the Press spread the
story that the U. S. has re-
fused to meet the 'Pak de-
mand. To convince Pak pub-
lic opinion, they argued that
they cannot give the gua-
rantee asked for without

new legislations by the Con-.
- . gress, which they dare not

risk and which would lead

to a public debate on U. S. '

foreign policy and its effec-
tiveness,

They are giving Pakistan-

all the needed. ‘military aid
and of course the
Ayub’s demand Is like Syng—
man Rhee’s.

The U. S. representative to
is Loy
Henderson whom India will
remember as the 'most un--
popular U. S. Ambassador that

ever came to our country for -
the way-he threw his weight-

about and tried to' dictate In--
dia’s policies.
gained notoriety in Latin

Ammerica as well as in the Near
and Middle East, In his capa--

city of expert  for organising
plots against Governments of
independent States -
embarrassing by the USA.

(January 28, 1959)
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_ workers, - students,

" cratic

- erection of Martyrs'

.dollars. -

He has sdlso:

found

—P.C. ]OSHI'_ '

For the last few months, the Mahagu]arat Satya— L

graha struggle has been going on uninterruptedly.. In,
. the- Satyagraha started on August 17, 1958, for re-:

constructing Martyrs

Memorials - at Ahmadabad

. which were wantonly removed by ‘the. Government,

over 1,800 pel:sons have courted impnsonment
'Congress and the Majur Ma-

RI Indulal” Yajnik and
. Commiunist leader Dinkar

’ Mehta were imprisoned, for a

gecond ‘time:on November 5

' for. & month.. On January:l,

"1959, ‘Srl Dahyabhai Vallabh-
hhai Patel, M.P., the son of the

- late Sardar V_a.llvabhbhai Patel’

courted arrest and was sen-

tenced to oné month’s impri-

gonment. Hundreds of people,

peasants,
-merchants and a large num-
ber of women, have been par-.
ticipating in the Satyagraha
movement.

. Durtmg ' the last ﬂn'ee
._-months, it has spread into
_the remofest areas of Guja-
" rat and those parts of the

Province, which in the past
* had been very little affected

. by the Mahagujarat move-
- ment, like Surat District,.

Saurashtra and Kutch, have

now been sending regular
; batches of sdityagrahis.

The way in which the vil- °
lages are participating In the
struggle is remarkable. too. In
‘the beginning, the villages
- 'had remained- almost unres-,

_ponsive . but after a month, -

 batches of satyagrahis began
. to come from the rural areas,

Jrom the remotest ' corners
.'and dozens of Adivasi pea-
.gants’ have also joined the
Satyagrahh. . -

Thus, the movement is. tak-

ing deep roots  in all areas .

- and among-2all classes of peo-
" ple. Perhaps, it is wrong to

say “all classes”. The capita-x
list class—the big millowners
of Ahmedabad-—has not only
not 'been  participating,” but

are more and ~more openly -

themiselves. on the
-gide of the - Congress. The

" Mahagujarat movement and

<the Satyagraha are going' on
and becoming ‘a real demo-
people’ss movement,
and the Congress and the big -
capitalist  class are - coming
out as really antl-people ele-
ments.

' .Bye--!:lection
S ?esults ’

This became very .clear -

o durlng the recent by-elections

to the Ahmedabad Municipal

. Corporation. Thirteen Corpo-
~ rators 'had resigned in Sep-
" tember as a protest against
-‘the Bombay

Government’s -
policy of not permitting the
Memo-
rials, even though the Ahme-
dabad Municipal Corporatlon

"“had adopted -a unanimous re-

.golution for-.setting them up.
. The majority of Corporators
belong to the Nagrik- Paksh,
which was formed during.the
1957 Corporation ‘election. .
Subsequently,- the - Nagrik.

. . Paksh turned away from the

... Mahagujarat Janata Parishad,
_with whose support its Cor-

porators had - got elected ‘to -

the Corporation. This Nagrik -
Psksh, dominated by the lead-
ing millowners of Ahmedabad,
has broken all the promises
made at the time of election.

The Congress, ' which had -

--not contested the Muniecipal
- Corporation election in 1857,

~*began to sy rt the ‘Nagrik -
b Can’ ex-Congressman, who had -

. been’ elected on the Congress

Paksh. In fact, in the by-elec-

which took place in the
middle of December, a regu-
lar. a.lliance was formed bet-

. ween the Nagrik Psksh, the
.'ﬂmRUARY 1, 1959 - '

hajan (INTUC) and the Ah-
medabad millowners. Thus,
the municipal by-election be-.:
came an important event. All .
these reactionary. forces look-
ed upon this election as an !
opportunity to damn the Ma- :
hagujarat Janata Parishad. |
All -the 13 Corporators, who |

" had resigned, joined the Jana- :

ta Parishad, and the Parishad -
directly contested the elec-.
tions. The Nagrik Paksh also
set up .an equal ~number of
‘candidates and it became a
straight fight” = .

.The election. ca.mpaign de-.
veloped into a regular strug-
gle. Big meetings and pro-:
cessions- were - organised and |
the midll . workers gradually
came out, breaking the hold -
of the Mahajan and the mjll-;

,OWners.

The non-GuJarati worrkers
and. Gujarati: workers from
Saurashtra who had remained

unaffected by the Mahaguja-, -

rat moﬁement were

‘drawn 'into’ the campaign and!

they became more and more:
.the supporters of Mahaguja—
zab. .
. 'The election took place on
. December 14. The Janata
. ‘Parishad secured 12 seats,
each with a big ma]oﬂty
and- the N Paksh-
could get only one seat with'
a narrow - margm ot 122
votes. Though tlns was only
a by-election; it clearly '
showed the trend of. deve-
lopment: far from becoming
weak, the’
.- movement, was becoming,
continually stronger., and
the Satyagraha struggle had'.
won the hearts  of a large
majority of the' people, in-:
cluding the Abmedabad mill
workers. ) L
|

D_egenerate _
Practices o

The = hostility of the big

capitalists - was clearly seen
by the people in  whose eyes
the Congress, the miliowners:
and the Majur Mshajan:be-
came identifled.. The Janata.
Parishad  in the€ Corporation:

‘is now systematically fighting'

on hehalf of the people aga-|
inst the majority of the Nag-:-
rik Paksh, which hss.proved!
_itself the - representstive of
the capita.list vested interest.

This new development had.
. its effect on the by-election to.:

.the Bombay ILegislative As-'

sembly. from the: Jamalpurj
Constituency 1n Ahmadabag, :
which was to take Dlace on
‘December 28. ‘The ‘Congress.
was by.now . -certain that it
would lose the zeat. The Ja-
nata. Parishad candidate was

ticket from the same area in
the 1952 ° General Elections.
In the 1957 Geneml Election,

theJa.nataParishadha.dwon :

the seat in this constituency. .

" The Congress “has. been .
notonous for its malpractices.
in_elections, particularly pur-
chasing of votes.” This time, -

. the, Congress stooped still Iow- - .
' er and resorted to much worse
* methods.

Under its’ pressure,
the Janata ~Parishad candi-
date, who was once a Con-
gressman, suddenly and
treacherously retired from’' the
contest just 13 days before the
"day. of polling. - ‘The ‘Janata’
Parishad had thus no candi-
date left in the field. And'the

| next day, another Indepen-

dent candidate, too, retired,
' perhaps, as a Tesult °of the
same pressure from the Con-
gress. Contempt for the Con-
" gress and condemnation of its’

“rotten anti-democratic ways-
" became widespread ~through-

_out Gujarat. The people rea-
"lised that the Congress which
was never tired of preaching
“clean :methods, - would go to
any length to defeat the will’
of the people. This only in-

tensified the  popular deter-

mihation to doggedly fight it.

Sri Jawaharial Nehru, who
- talks so mmuch and so often
. democracy, ©- again

aboat.

Bamda.,thesamegreat

seenes. were witnessed—over °

.a lakh-and-a-half people
- oame to the Janata, Parishad

eeting,” while less than -

. 50,000 persons attended the
* Congress meetmg. .

meeting was addressed by Sri

The huge - Janata Paﬁshadl ‘

Indulal Yajnik, Sri 8. M. Joshi,.

8ri Dinkar Mehta, Sri Dahya-
bhal V. Patel-and others, and

speaker after speaker demand-.

ed the immediate break-up ‘of
the bilingual State, which in
.reality was neither dominated

by Maharashtra nor by Guja-

rat, but only by the big capi-

talist  interests - of Bombay

and Ahmedabad, .
This mammeoth rally was a

clear expression of the -firm

determination’ of ‘the people
of Gujarat to carry on the
struggle against the bilingual
set-up in coopération with the
people of Maharashtra. If. 8ri
really believed in demo-
m‘acy -this. meeting should
have opened -his. eyes and he
‘should have realised what the-
. people of Gujarat wanted.
= Another ‘important . event
diiring the last féw months in
Gujarat has been the
Yatra  of ',Acharyub . Vinoba

spoke—notmthelmstasa. S

protagonlstoftrueldemo-
- cracy. On October 24, 1958, .
* at ‘the AIOC meeting  in
Hyd

Congress
hamashtras, he held out a2
tempting picture, describing
'the bilmgua-l Bombay State -
-as one in which the Mara-
_ thi-speaking - people domi-’
. nated over ‘the ‘Gujarati-_
people. He shame-
lessly said that the Marathi.
people had got everything
they wanted, were in a do-

Mahagujarat . minating position in the Nehm—Bhave

new _set-up  of

Bombay State.

At the same time, Sri Nehru.
thundered condemnation of ’

the popular struggle which .

has been going on in Gujarat
and Maharashtra against the

bilingual set-up. He called i
spokenly at iAhmedabad. -

this struggle fascist, he show-
ered praise on the Congress .

-Government, which is reling

Bombay State,

The whole of Gujarat and
Maharashtra resented -this
speech of 8ri Nehru ‘and
‘statements were issued by the
Janata Parishad and Mahara-
ghtra Samiti leaders challeng-
‘ing his words. In Gujarat,
November 1 was observed as.
Ant:l-Bilmgual Day. '

On November 2, Sri Nehra

wastoaddw;sinBarodathe‘
Youth Congress, a pocket or-"

ganisation of Congress. The ;
Gujarat Congress had declded -
to hold - a big public" meetlng
for'Sri Nehru. The ' Janats
Parishad decided to organise
a parallel meeting at Baroda :
on the same day at the.same :
time. On a similar occaslion on |
October - 2, 1956, - when: Sri.

Nehru had visited Ahmeda- f

bad soon ‘after the brutal :
firing’ of August 1956, the |
Janata. Parishad meeting was.
thrice as big as-the Congress

' meeting of Sri Nehru. -

Againon Novemberzu

NRW AGE

Pad -

“vote’ when .the
reopened the question of Bom- ~

. offered- o guarantée nor ex-

_ He only offered his advice-to

‘him’ and Sri Nehru and bet-
ween -him  and Sri.  Jaya.

Prakash. .Narain as also bet-. :

ween him and Sri S. M. Joshi
as well as the leaders of the’

Mahagujarat Janata Parishad. .-

But, he did not. utter a gin= . *
_gle word ‘n favour of Maha- = -
‘gujarat. |All that he did was "~
-to put forward his proposal .

that the Samiti- and the Pari-.

shad might leave the issue for ..

arbitration by the Lok Sabha - =

and .that the members . of .
" Parliament

from ' Bombay
State might not exercise their N
Governmens$

‘bay -State, provided the Con-

gress Party issued no whip:.'-"

and gave its members the.
right of free vote on the ques~
tion. Vinoba Bhave himself

pressed’ willingness to ‘become
an intermediary between- ‘the -

Congress and-the Opposition. ™~

both of them. The people who

listened to him were left with ™ ’

the feeling that his silence had

auite 3 Iot to do. with the -

meeting Sri Nehru had wlth -

him.
-in° Ahmedabad of

firings
‘August 1958 is td be conducted.
‘by. Justice Kotwal from .Tan-

uary 12.

The people of Gujarat have.
been demanding ajudicial en- -
quiry lnto the police ﬂrings of o

@ FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT '

Bhave., In the earlier stages
-of .this Pad Yatra which bé-
gan on Sepfember 23, Vinoba
Bhave had been very: m-itlcal
of- the oongres&

M_eeﬁng

They, therefore; planned to
send Sri Dhebar, the Con-
gTesS President to Vinobaji,
- & few days before he entered -
' Ahmedabad. , Later-on, ins-
tead of Sri Dhebar, Sri Neh-
Deceimber .17 in a village in
Ahmedabad: District.  What

transpiredatthis .meeting” .

has not yet been published,
but . since . them, ~ Vinoba
Bhave  has ceased to criti-
‘. eise the Congress. His spee-
ches  on subsequent days
. were. very dlsappomtmg to
the people, particularly at
Ahmedabad. where he had
not a word of criticism aga-
inst the bruta} police firings
“of August - 1956 and 1958, -
. " ‘Neither had he .a-word of -
I _consolation - for the ‘people.
There were great expecta-
tions' that he might speak in
| favour.of Mahagujarat, parti-
! cularly because he had appea-
: yed t0 be taking a keen inter-
rest-in the problem. - Discus-.
8 sions had taken place] between

¢

-mhhnsel!metv‘mobaaion .

.led to institute i3 a‘truncated -
one. It is:to go into only-the -
“three firings in August 1958

August 1956 all over Gujarat. -

The Bombay Government had

refused to institute any such .

enquiry. _After the firing, of -
- August 1958, which killed five:
more young people of Gujarat,
the ‘derhand . for ‘enquiry -be-"
came 1rresistible But the en-
quiry . which the = Bombay
Government has been compel-’

and that, too only at Ahme-
dabad. .
The Government in the

teims of reference has also .
-asked the . Commission to. -
" enquire into the disturban- . -
ces which . took place on -,
. these days in° Ahmedabad -
and to find out whether any -

political parties were res- -
jponsible for the ]
is. just an attempt to cover

its. own ‘crimes and throw '

the ‘blame on others.

Tné Janata Parishad and

the Communist - Party have
submitted their statements to
the enquiry commission. in’
which they have tried to prove’

that the police firings were. -
absolutely brutal, anprovoked - -

and = unjustified and were
avoldable.

The people of Gujarat.are
passing through great frials .-
and struggle. They -are boldly "-.

facing alli the repressive mea-
sures, of the Congress Govern-
ment .and sare conducting

their great Satyagraha move- -

ment for’ [t.he achievement of
ag'ujarat for over 5i
months now, bringing a blg .
change.‘ | N
' " . . PAGE FIVE

The enqulry into- the police .'
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- At a time when we are faced w1th a senous food -
sxtuatlon ‘and when our peasants have to be enthused

to grow more food, the Punjab Govemment, not heed-

ing the voice of lakhs of our peasants, has promul-
gated an ‘Ordinance for collection of betterment and

‘acreage rates.

o THA’I‘ an ‘Ordinance on

- . Congress- rulers make of our

such a controversial mat-

ter was issued “just four days .
-after the adjournment of the.

Vidhan Sabha and two days
-after the Vvidhan .Parishad
was adjourned, is another ins-
~-tance of the farce which the

parliamentary democracy. The
notification of the Irrigation
Department published on. the

same day clearly shows that

" . the decision had been taken

many days = before and the

* Governmené had wanted to

. deliberately bypass the Leg:s

lature.
~

Undemocratlc
Procedure

One would like to ask the.

Government - ‘why ' if two
" Sessions of the . Vidhan
- Sabha could be called within
a period of ten days to dis-
cuss a much less important
matter like the- Gurudwara
Amendment Act, the occa-
" sion was not used to discuss
the’ provisions of the Ordi-
nance. through -normal le-
gislative
“why the two Houses of the
Legislature ‘were not .called
to session to-discuss such a
serious ' matter: affecting
lakhs of peasants, and agri-
cultural = production itself?
‘The " promnlgation of the
Oridinance in such a manner
does not bring any credit

‘to the Government: or the ™

democracy which it

swears,

by

-When last'year, the PunJab‘

Government .- published the
Draft. Schedule of Betterment

" Charges for collecting Rs. 61°
erstwhile

crores from the
Pumab as betterment. levy,
there was terrible resentment
among the peasantry in the
entire State; Numerous rallies,
conferences:: and demonstra-
tlons were Held. The peasants

in their thousands also filed

_4 ~ob3ectlons to.~ the assessment
of betterment levy under the

Act. The Irrigation Depart-
‘ment-has not. been ‘able to
.deal with -those objections
.and give satlsfactory replies
to them.-

The Government in its an-
.xiety to impose the colossal
burden of this- taxation on
the peasants seeks through
“this Ordinance-to bypass those

"! .objections and the whole. pro-

.cedure - that had been earlier "

=decided upon. It wants to rea-
.lise the charges through the

-«Ordinance is this and nothing
.else.

- ‘This.
.make any change - as far as
the parent. Act is concerned.

"It adds certain clauses-as an

_interim measure’ in order to
.start collection of betterment
levy and enable the Govern-

" .ment to bypass the procedure

laid down in the Act.’
“The Ordinance- seeks to

- .:realise  with effect from the
."Kharif harvest of 1958-59 ad-
yance payment of betterment -

.charges at rates not exceed-

~ing Rs. 25.00 per acre in.areas .
 -which the Governmmt .may--
“motify. ]

The P.. W. D Irngation

- Branch thmugh its’ notifica- -

1
i
i
|

proceddre. Also.

Ordinance does not

tion dated January 5 1959
(the same day on whlch the

‘Ordinance  was issued) has -

prescribed Rs.-ten per matur--
ed acre as advance. payment

for perennial irrigation, Rs.
five for non-perennial, Rs.
7.50 for restricted
and Rs. 2.50 in the areas
where water allowance has

- been -incredsed.. Even in the

case of chahi lands in such
‘areas the rate of advance
payment 6f betterment char-
'ges will be half of the above
rates.
In short, the Ordinance
_ means that.the collection of
betterment -levy will begin
in February - 1959 through-
out the State including the
erstwhile PEPSU. This col-
lection will be considered
- advance payment which will
Iater on be adjusted to bet-
" terment- levy when fully
enforced. ‘Government may
go on increasing ‘the advan-
ce payment up to- Rs. 25

" per acre and impose this .

" tax in an indirect way.
The proposed amount of

betterment charges in respect

of the areas watered by the

perennial

Bhakra Project - alone. would .

be Rs. 81 crores in case it is
‘paid in one instalment.by the
peasants. As this huge amouht:
cannot be realised in a Iump.
sum, it has been spread over

x

{

igﬁi
Beiier'_eni

SR -
bl
-

rate and surcharge on land

revenue, the exact amount -

of which is not known. In
any . case the total increase
in the income of thHe Pun-

less than Rs. 320. lIakhs an-
nually

wa.y be Jnst:ﬁed -

Govt.’s Case - . ‘
Untenable

The-imposition- of thls colo-:

ssal burden of betterment levy
is sought to be justified- on
"the ground that charges ordi-
narily leviable are not suffi-
-clent to cover the cost of the
"scheme,

This argument is -both un-
just-and unreasonable be-
cause:

FIRST, there had not been
a single beneficial project in

the country whose total cost.
was met within a period of -

ten or 15 years. This can be
said about the canal system
developed in the Punjab be-
fore independence or the de-
velopment or railways throu-
‘ghout the country.

SECONDLY, this being the
first project of its kind, - it
cannot be treated as only the
‘concern of the
the Punjab. The whole coun-
try has gained _experience
which will benefitis g lot in
the future, in the construc..
tion of other prolects—for
effecting economy, ete. So a
part of the. burden must bé
borne by the Centre.

THIRDLY, the project would -

20 mstalments 1H ten years enable the’ country to cut'
with a simple interest of 43 . down on its import of food-

per cent. Thus the total amo-

unt of betterment charges to-- Keting

be realised in ten years on. .
account of: the Bhakra Pro-
ject alone will be over Rs. 100
crores.

An Unjust
Tax o

The betterment charge is to
be levied in addition to the

taxes under the. existing laws,
over and above ‘the land-reve-

- ‘backdoor...The purpose of they nue and local rate which has

been substantially increased
since independence. The pea-
sants will have. to pay irriga-
tion tax which has gone up
by 50 per cent after 1950. In
addition to this they will have-.
to pay Water Advantage Rate .

"the amount of which “would

bemorethanRs 90 lakhs a
year. In short, in respect of
the land area receiving irri-

. gation from the Bhakra Canal

‘Project the net increase:in
the income -of the Punjab

-Government by way of Water

Advantage  Rate and Irriga..
tion 'Tax . (abiana) alone-

would be nearly Rs 260°'1akhs-

-‘annually..

In addxt:on to this there
would be an mo_rease in local

4

grains by producing and mar-
surplus foodgrains.
Today we are spending crores
of rupees on. the import of
‘foodgrains, making . inroads
"into the. foreign exchange so
badly needed for our indus-

‘trial development. The Centre

should meet a part of the cost
;of the Project out of the

money spent on food import. .
Punjab already produces food- -
grains at comparatively chea- -
per rates and exports its sur- -
plus to other parts: of the\.‘

country..

FOURTHLY, a" good part of -

the cost of the Bhakra Dam-
and the Nangal Hydel Chan-
nel should be put on the elec-

tricity part because - without -

that the generation of: elec-.
tric: power would have -been
1mpossible. Even if we do not
take into  .consideration ‘the
unchecked and open wastage
and corruption in the cons-
truction of this - project the
total-cost of irrigation part as

worked out by the Govern- -

ment to the share of Punjab’
State .is stated * to be nearly
Rs. 80 crores..

- If at least Rs..25 crores is -
.- met by the Centre because.of :

the reasons given earlier and
Rs 15 ¢erores. from this is

jab Government will not be’
The levying of ten.
‘crores . of rupees. of better--

']ment annnally over . and
above this tax cam in no

_Will' Be Hit

peasants of

counted in the irrigation part
and- another Rs. 15 crores is
put in the electricity part, the
net money required to make
the balance of the cost of the
jrrigation part would amount
to nearly Rs. 50 crores. At the
rate of three per cent the in-

terest on this would comie’ to_

Rs. 150 lakhs annually.
Thas after meeting the
total cost of maintenance

"and administration of these:

canals,” which' - amounts to
" Rs. 84 Iakhs annually, there
will be a net saving of Rs.
270 lakhs annually from the
enhanced income from these

' lands. This income. would -

" be sufficient to meet the in-
_terest .charges and some
part of the capital - cost.

Thus there is no ground for .
betterment -

imposing the
levy. ’

Food Production

¢

- After twelve.years of inde-
pendence our country is faced
with "a serious food situation
today. Our food production has

not substantially -increased. .

One of the factors responsible
for such a state of affairs is

lack of capital investment in - |

agriculture. The burdens "al-

“ready imposed have reached

their limit leading to increas-
ing indebtedness in the rural
side. The peasant is today
short of capital.

» 'The Foodgrains Enquiry
' Commttee appointed by the

Central Government - had .=

recommended ]ast year the

reduction of irrigation rates .
in order to increase produc- .

eoy

by HARKISHAN SINGH SUR]EEI'

tion. At a time when the
- Punjab-is faced with a seri-
ous food situation, the Gov-
ernment instead - of giving

relief to the peasants to give .
impetus.-to agriculture has
-- enforced ' -the

unbearable:
tax of  betterment  levy in,
the name of advance pay-
ment. This is bound to aflect.
. food - production which our
country so badly needs to-
day. .

,Alte_rnative

vReeource's -

Every- Pumabl patriot is

anxious. to see the economie, -

cultural and political ‘advan-

cement of the State. We are -

no-doubt proud of the Bhakra
Project: and we - are anxious
to build ‘more
utilising , our  raw - material

- power and technical - -know-

how. But the resources for this

development should be found
. from elsewhere, not by throw-
ing burdens upon the common: -

people whether living in towns
or-rural areas: .They are al-.
ready groaning- - under such
burdens

There is no dearth of re-
sources if- only’ the ‘Govern--
ment makes -radical -changes

in its policies. There is sl'xﬁi-

. prices

industries by

- place” in.
-surplus in: the -production of

cient room for economy in
administrative - expenditare..
Some projects ih Chandigarh
can be given up or postponed

-to a suitable time. Agricultu-

ral wealth tax on the wealth

of .the big landlords can bring .

a good amount to our trea-
‘sury. There is the hoarded
-wealth of the princes of erst-
while States which. .can be
taken over. as long-term loans
to be utilised for the develop-
ment of the economy. Aboll-

tion of the Jagirs can be ano- .

ther source and many: such
avenues are there to be tap- -

Ever smoe the Pnnnb

Government . published . its:
. betterment
charges .about a year ago,~

" ‘schedule ‘of

" the peasants affected ‘by it

- 'have been very much agita--

. ted: 'They have voiced their

opposition to the imposition |

_of betterment charges thr-
ough hundreds of public

meetings - and- demonstra-
‘tions. They are bound to re-

<

snst the rmposltlon of ad-’ .

vance payment of beter-
ment ' levy.

strong, they will get the -
support of all sections of the °
population. -

It is high.time the Govern- ~

mént heeded this just demand

_of the peasantry and with~

drew the Ordinance. Other-
‘wise. the peasants will launch
their struggle -against the
monstrous Ordinance and the
-people will stand by them

WI\AMW“‘“-"'-- WWAASA " A4

- CHAX\DIGARH, January 11

“Hai’ Atta" lS the central slogan of hundreds of

demonstrations thch are taking place in all parts of
“the tall claim of Food Minister -
the Governnent was “determined
this border State is facing
Till very late, the Punjab Govern-.
“the food ‘

. the Punjab. Despil
Pt. Mohant Lal that
‘to_bring ‘down prices,”
gloomy prospects..

" ment continued to parrot-hke repeat. that
posltlon remamed satlschtory throughout the State.”

’ IT was on January 3 tha‘

the State Food Ministe

was forced to admit that th

food . situation -was really
grave—when wheat prices had
shot up to Rs. 23 per maund
and in some.parts. of the State
the common people were eat-
ing ~ vegetables instead of

wheat atta.

Since the last Rab1 crop, the
of “foodgrains _in the
Punjab have been registering
an ‘upward trend—except for
a brief period of two. to three

.weeks when the ‘small land-
owners brought their produce -
“to the market for sale. This is

vividly proved by the facts
given by the Pumab Govern-
ment which by no stretch of
imagination reflect the reality.
The index number of whole-
sale-prices of ! agricultural
commodities. rose to 110.4 in
middle July 1958, whereas the
index . number of -wheat of

_Northern India’ was’ 88 in

August 1956. In August it rose
to 116, in September 119.7, in
October 1244, in. November to

. 1262 and on January 23 -it

stood at 137.6.
There are yet another
- -three months for the new
- crop of wheat. to come: into
. :the -market. It is obvious
that wunless some drastic
are taken, the Punjab

. is 'headingtowardsafoodr

“which may be worse

. than the ~war days
Wheat which .was sold at
Rs. 13 per maund just after

sold from Rs: 20 to Rs. 22
‘per maund. It is, therefore,
. not ‘incorrect --to say that
.- wheat  trading has bécome
. gold ‘mining for those who
- have stocks, -

- This spurt in prices is takmg
a’ State which is

foodgrains and is supposed. 0
feed deﬂolt states of. Indla

quirements -

even.

" the -last crop is now being

Just a.fter partition, Pumab

‘became a deficit State in the

production of foodgrains, ‘its
production at that time being -
3,247,000 tons. But'the sturdy.
and robust peasant of Punjab,
despite the pro-landlord poli-
cies of the Congiess rulers, has
accomplished a marvel in in-.
creasing the food production
of. this state. It is estimated
that about 45 lakh tons should
suffice to . meet the total re-:
] of ‘the State for
human as well as animal con-
sumption - and for seed pur-
poses, .

The total produce of food

grains in ‘Punjab during 1956-

57 was. nearly 65 lakh tons
which included  21.14 lakh
tons of wheat alone. The yield. .
of wheat for 1957-58 is esti- -
mated at 20 lakh tons i.e., just
over one lakh fons less ‘than
the previous year.. Though
these official figures give an
exaggerated picture
crease in the:production of
foodgrains, yet they show
that Punjab is producing more
than its actual requlrement

Why The Ruse
In Prices

'.I‘.'he quostxon anses * how

- it that despite. this in-
orease in prodaction, the

" prices are showing an. up-

teréd a sudden rise during
" the last few weeks, The ans-

wer to-this question is that-

it is primarily the pro-land- -
" Jord and pro-hoarder poli-
cies of the Punjad’ Govern-

ment that have mad2 a mess

of the:whole, problenwy’

‘To meet this rise in prices, -

_the Punjab Government adop-
ted- ‘a haphazard policy—=2)-

though -it . was ntscalled a
‘food policy’. While it made 4

skitch . here, it created a new

of .in- .

ward trend and have regis- .

From V. D. CHOPRA

rent there, leaving the people
at the mercy of hoarders—'
both urban and rural. Instead
of making purchases of. wheat
.after the last; Rabi- crop and
‘building an” “adequate stoek,

the Punjab Government pur-
sued a week-kneed policy. -

" In July-August, when the

. reighbouring ' State of Uttar:

Pradesh was facing a’ serious
food crisis, the hoarders in
Punjab started minting money "
by smuggling wheat across the
borders. Wheat which was be-
ing sold here at Rs. 16 per.
maund was sold at the rate of
Rs. 26 to Rs. 30 per maund in =
the Western districts of Uttar-
Pradesh. When the situation
here took a critical turn and
Statewide demonstrations be-
gan taking. place, the Punjab

< Government woke up a bit and -

started acquiring such wheat
stoeks™ as were purchased by
the licencees on.behalf of the
outside traders of the States
not forming the Northern :
Wheat Zone

: Because their -
cause is-just and their case v -

“of the Pun]ab but t111 to:lay
it has not been. contradicted.
This was an open call- to. the
richer sections in the rural

economy -to hoard their pro-.

duce.’ :

When - the common people
in Punjab are crying hoarse
for fair price shops to supply
foodgrains, how the Punjab
Government hesitates to touch
the . hoards of landlords be-.
comes clear from another ins-.
tance. In reply to a question
in the Punjab Vidhan Sabha;
“Food Minister Mohan Lal dis- -

. closed that the declared stocks -

of wheat with the .traders oh
-December 1, 1958, stood at
465,788 maunds and further.
added that the figures. of
stocks with landlords are be-
ing collected. It has taken the
Punjab Government over six
months to collect figures of
. stocks of: wheat with landlords..
and yet .the process is not
complete. It seems by the time
the next crop comes to the
market, this process may be

" compléted! No other proof is

- needed for the influence which-

Smuggling -
Continues -

The total quantlty acquired'
up to September. 15, 1958 came
to 5.54 lakh maunds. This did
check the upward trend .of
food . prices but it was just.a .
temporary phase. But in this .
drive, the, Government did
‘not touch the hoards_of land-.
‘lords = who have huge stocks: -

" of wheat even now. The re-

ports from the districts; bor-
. dering "-.on - Rajasthan and.
' Uttar Pradesh - show - “that
these hoards are finding their
- way into these States through
a well-knit- system of smuggl-
ing.

In fact, the spokesmen of
the Punjab Government have
been openly encouraging land-'
lords . to keep the foodgralns-
in their Hoards. In. August
end, addressing a rural con-.
ference at Bab. Bakla in-
Amritsar, S. Pratap Singh -
"Kairon, the Chief Minister of
Punjab,.

be in haste to bring their rice
crop .into- the-market. - This
‘speech was Teported on August

‘30 in all the vernacular papers

“is reported to have .
. advised the “peasants” not to

the landlords wield over: the
Punjab Government. =

‘In fact, rumours are current
in Changigarh that some Con-

gressmen themselves are en--

gaged in this trade of smug-
gling and have minted thou-
sands -of rupees during the
last five months. It is this
- policy which has’ essentially
éreated’an artificial - scarcity ~
and high prices in a State-
Which is surplus in foodgrains

_Against State
Tradmg

Wlth the - announcement
of the: $cheme for- State-
. trading - im foodgrains both
urban and rural stock-held-
ers- became more active and
in. an = organised manner,
they: started pushing up the .
prices of foodgrains. ' This
was: done with a view: to
.pressurise the Government

to withdraw this scheme or-

to modify it in such'a man-
ner. . that. they have a key
position in the entire set-

- .up of the schieme. Foodgrain

dealers openly said that they
were waging a struggle for
then- ‘sumval. .

" Reports - have appeared in -

the Press that in some mandis,
.the. agents of, big -dealers in
foodgrains started . ‘buying
wheat at a higher pnce than *
the market price and thus-
pushed- up the prices of food-
grains. In. important mandis .
‘of foodgrains like Moga, the.
big foodgrain dealers are pro-
-posing to organise cooperatives
for trading in foodgrains and
some  of the local landlords/
have agreed to bécome mem-:
bers - of these c00perat1ves as
producers -

“This. is how both urban and
rural hoarders have Jolned’

_hands to sabotage the scheme< "

of State trading. It is signifiz!
cant to note .that between;
September 1958 ‘and January,
1959,
wholesale prices of agncultu-‘
ral commodities mcreased,
from 1197 to 1376.
Govern ent’
Attltude

-2 /

It is, therefore, not an acci-
dent that the Punjab Govern-+

" .ment all thésé months has

-refused to treat the - food!
problem as a national prob-,
lem. It was mot long ago that’
‘Prime = Minister Nehru said/
that - food should be treated
not as a party problem but as;
a: national. problem and took
persorial interest in the-form-
ation of an all-party - food
advisory commlttee at the
Centre.. But here in Punjab
“this . committee was formed
only two weeks ago. -

The’ - composition of the
committee
-indifferent ‘the Punjab Gov-
ernment is towards getting the
cooperatlon of other parties
in’ solving this problem. The:
committee~ is- packed . . with
members - from  the ruling
party. Political parties like
the Republican Party and the

Akali- Party-find no place in”

"'this committee. Similarly mass
orga.msatlons like the ATTUC,

HMS, *AIKS and the Dehati
Mazdoor Sabha have been
completely jgnored. ‘It is,
therefore, but natural that.
this commiittee - has not been’
‘able. to: Tay- its-fingers -on. the -
real causes of the ~present
food crisis in the. Punjab.

. the . index number of; .

itself shows how -

‘Very- Acuteﬁ

A wew of the rally at the l’rovmoxal Food Conventron m Ludhxana

Though thls commlttee has,

made some welcome sugges-
- tions Such as opening ‘of more - |
.cheap’ gram depots, creating-~ -

public opinion against smug-.
gling  and formation of all-
parties food committees at

not seen its way 1o6: suggest
‘ways and means to give relief.
to the rural poor. Nor has- it
suggested concrete and strin-
gent measures to check smug-
gling. -
In fact, the oommrttee
- fell a prey to Government '
propaganda and gave a call
against food demonstrations
and 'appealed’ to ‘the people-

to give up ‘agitational ap- s

proach’. The Commumst re-
presentative, - 'Ch. ‘ Pratap -
Singh' Daulata, was the only
member
'who - dissociated himself "
from the.appeal and. later .
. ‘on under popular. pressure

" Jan Sangh and PSP leaders -
* have glso resiled from thelr e

‘original stand. - .
Popular pressure Has forced

> the Punjab’ -Government to' '
take some belated measures. Y

to “ease” the- food situation.
Nearly . 500 fair price .depots -
have been opened in- some

iof the committee ~

BN

district level, etc., yet.it has

major cities and towns in the , -

State, though thé.  original
proposal was to open a few *
dozen. depots in 11 cities, This
step has temporarily eased. the

situation in- some places but - -

there has been no’ appreciable
fall 'in the - price, of wheat—

‘which is being sold at Rs. 20

per - maund iafd in some cities -
even at a hlgher price R

Problem ‘ ;

'I‘he attltude of the PunJab ’
Government. coritinues to. b& .

one of complacence. It is not -
‘yet alive to the gravity of-the
situation in rural areas.

present rise in prices of food-.
grains affects only 80 per cent
of ‘the wurban . population (28

-Ae- .
cording to a spokesman of
the, PunJab Government, 'the .

lakhs) and six lakhs-of rural --
population, Thus the Govern- = .

'ment feels ‘that. if it has 70, 000

& SEEPAGE 10
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-defence and further
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ON TO BEC

THE DE

- The emergence of the Communist Party as ‘the,

vanguard and the leading

force in the democratic

movement in Bihar can be the only guarantee for the

erowth
up democratic unity,
forces of reaction in

and to checkmate and defeat the -
the State.

of democracy, to build

To bring this about

is the main and urgent political task facing every

Communist in Bihar,
Fifth Bihar State Conference

This was the. call given by the

of the Communist Party

held at Giridibh from December 24 to 29, 1958.

T HE Conference nofed Im-
portant advances register-

-ed by the Communist Party

» v

" membership,

‘membership ‘from- 36,000 to

. waen reaction, too, had been
© . econsolidating itself both in-

" “neighbouring countries.

and the democratic movement

fn the State. These consisted

of almost a doubling of Party .
increasing by
over. five times the ' Party’s
vote'in the General Elections,
the phenomenal growth of
the ATTUC unions and their

more than 80,000. But these

advances were too small and
insufficient. "in .a. sifuation

side and outside the Congress

and when serious danger to 7to

democracy had arisen In the
oountry in the - context of :
ominous. developments . in ,
" 7The Conference, therefore, :
as underlined by the Party’s |
General Secretary, Comrade |
Ajoy Ghosh in a speech, was
faced with an irgency which- |
none could afford to ignore. |
Giridih, in the district of
Hazaripagh, where the Con- !
ference was held, is an impor- |
tant coal-mining and mica |

trading centre with one of the |.

oldest Party units and AITUC |
unions in Bfhar. This was the |
first Conference of the State |
Party to be held in Chhota- |
nagpur—perhaps an uninten- !
tioned tribute to- the growing
industrial importance. accom-
panied with ‘a sbroad labour,
upsurge in the area. o
hundred

More than four
comrades came to the Confer-

ence from all parts of the . zoudal. interests

State. Two hundred and fifty- |
geven among them were dele- |
gates repregenting more than |
ten thousand fully paid Party...
-members and.  the rest - were
_visitors. Not only the delega- .
#lon was bigger- than . earlier |
- conférences and represented a |
bigzer membership, but it was:
also- composed :0of a broader

cross-section of people—from :
industrial and agricultural

labourers @nd peasants to-

representatives of urban intel- .

lgentsia. including teachers,
dottors, lawyers and poets.

_Aimbsphere
Of Unity - ’

. The Fiftﬁ Conference of the

" party in Bihar was,- on the
" 'whole, very different from the

v

fourth Conference hgld three
earlier at Bochahi in

- Bhagalpur District. The dif-

ference was _most'sharply
marked in the unity which-
prevaded - the atmosphere at
the Giridih Conference.

The three years from

Bochahi to Giridih through

the  .Palghat Congress and
the Amrifsar Special Con-
. gress, the Arwal Special
Conference of the Party in
Bihar, and no less-important

++7 ; than these, life’s own expe-

: rienice, the general elections, -
t and glorious
struggle of the Jamshedpur

the bitter
workers and the broad food
campaign “-spread over the
whole . Province had closed
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~~the rural economy - in some

- the ranks of the Party in

. Bihar and united it as never
‘before, to boldly face the
tasks of the future.

- The Conference discussed
four. documents: the Political

Report which was presented = -
by Comrade Ali Ashraf, the

Organisational  Report which
was presented by Comrade
Yogindra Sharma, the Kisan -

. Resolution moved by Comrade
‘Indradip Sinha and the Re-

solution on the situation and
tasks on the Trade Union.

“Front moved -by Comrade
 Jagannath Sarkar. The Con-:

ference split into Commissions
discuss the two resolutions.
Comrade Ajoy Ghosh parti-
cipated in the discussiop en
the political Report and help-
ed place the provincial situa--

i

owE VANGUALD 0%
RATIC MOVEMEN

Bihar -__ﬁanﬁéfene;é Lays 5190@ ? arty’s'g'ak im Smﬁfev.

popular disillusionment.
i tli¢ Congress, de-:

eline in its prestige and in- -

fluence, the rising tide of the

". moveinents and struggles of -
-.the people, the growing use -

-‘of the repressive machinery
of the State to crash. the
- democratic movement, the

‘réactionaries to take ad-
vantage of the popular dis-

_content, the greater domi-’

nation of. the reactionaries.

over the Congress itself, and .
the intensification of the
factional and" group. strog- -
gles inside-the Congress— °
" failure of the. Party to build

these are some of the sali-
ent features of the political

d@evelopments -of the last

. three years in Bihar.
But it was - necessary. to
sound a note of warning. .
I the first place, -the dis-
sensions inside the Congress
were not.based on differences

" of policy. But as was seen on

the occasion of the . Patna
firing on students in August
1956, or during the food cam-
paign in 1958, the more the

tion and tasks in the correct
international -and. . national.
perspective. . .
The 'Political Report noted
the shift-to the Right in the

| Bihar .Congress and charac-

terised ‘the main features of
the policies ‘followed by it
during the last three years as :
increasing. subservience fo
monopoly * capital (eg., the
Tatas), closer alliance with the

(eg., the
Darbhanga),

Maharaja of

“indifference towards- the in-

-dustrial growth of the State
and resistance %o agrarian
reforms. : -
This . had resulted in tke
continuing - general Industrial -
backwardness of Bihar despite -
significant developments. spe-
cially in heavy. industriés: in"
Chhotanagpur; ~even closure
of factories in some consumer
goods industries like sugar,
cotton textile and jute; the:
decline of agriculture leading -
o a chronic, food crisis ~and
even to the disintegration of

areas.-

Government’s
Policies

. Government pdl_icies had

brought more . eviction and
unemployment, both rural and
urban, ever-increasing burden
of taxastion (latest being the
Education Cess, the Profes-~
sional .Tax, the multi-point
Sales. Tax, ete) coupled with -
a4 cut in the .expenditure on
education and public health
and other social sérvices, ris-
ing prices and the consequent
fall in the real earnings of the
working people and corrup-
tion and waste of public
money. To build a" prosperous
Bihar it was necessary.to de-
feat these policies.© .

_ T'he .ever-growing discon-

_ {ent  of the people against

~

‘demands  of the people

. welfare

- sider.

popular resistance’ against re-
actionary policies of the Con-
gress, the stronger will be the
tendency = among Congress-
men of the groups opposed to
the ruling ‘group to voice the
and
support their struggles.” The.
democratic movement will

“ welcome this support.

Secondly, it is necessary to’

. guard against the tendency: to

belittle the influence of the
Congress whose - sources of
'strength are many—the tradi-
tions of its struggle against
imperialism, its progressive
foreign policy,
national reconstruction, : the
schemes and the
Congress propaganda about
building Socialism. E
Underestimation - of- Con-
gress stréngth would lead to
reformist complacence against
the need to fight Congress in-

fluence among the masses.

.Only a full realisation of this
could bring-out the political
necessity of . developing all-
sided ~activity by the Party.
There was a tendency -bo con-

Congress is enough. This was
wrong. It was equally neces-

sary to carry on broad mobil-
isation ‘of people on issues of " .

world peace, Afro-Asian Soli-
darity, friendship - with the
‘Socialist countries and against
the misleading theory of two
power Blocs; to organise. our
participation  in' Government
welfare schemes;
for the democratic functioning
of the cooperatives - -and the
panchayats; - "to carry on ‘a
campalgn of exposure against
“alt

last but not the least, carry

“on & campaign of intensive

.ideological ' work ‘among the

people: S )
“:Above all, pointed out ‘the

NEW AGR'

growth - of ‘the Communist -
Party, . the attempt of the .

the plan of

that fight against the |
. reactionary policies of the

to struggle.

corruption and waste in’
‘the ‘impleméntation of Gov--
ernment - schemes  and espe-’
clally in the public sector and

-

Report,  the tendency to. un--
derestimate the strength and
manoeuvres of the reactionary

forces had led.to the neglect

of the task of building a broad
movenient for the defence: of
democracy, and what was an
integral part of it, the defence
of the popular Government in
Kerala. o ;o )
The - Conference noted the
big upsurge - in the labour
movement.in the State which
‘had: Teached new-heights in
the glorious struggle of the
Jamshedpur workers who have-
-kept- the flag fiying to this day
and in face of the worst re-
pression.. But the Conference
at the .same time noted the

up-an integrated, . Staiewide.
political campaigrd in' support
of the Jamshedpur workers.
The Conference, similarly
noted the. broad sweep and

" the varled forms of activity

and, struggle adopted - in the
food movement in the State—
from the organisation of relief
kitchens -to-hunger marches,
demonstrations, hunger strikes
by individual leaders and one
day mass hunger strikes. The
popular response was tremen-
dous. In the districts of Bha-
galpur, Monghyr, Darbhanga
and Gaya the movement as-
sumed districtwide proportions
and won many concessions.

' Leadership’s . .
Failuare -

“There was sharp criticism
of the State leadership’s
failure to integrate all these
.activities and the tremendous
response of the people into a
provincial strugglé or Satya-:
graha to force a charige in the
Government’s. - food policy.

Factors underlying this failure.

were . many : . underestimation
of the seriousness of the food
.crisis; overestimation of the
" relief measures undertaken by
the Government; a feeling
that unless the movement is
launched by a united front of
parties, the. Communist Party
may ,find itself isolated with
the entire repressive machin-
ery of the Government ar-
raigned against itself. .
Bere the mistake was to
make  the united front a

precondition of struggles.

whereas - united fronts are
formed and get consolidated
only through and during the
struggles . of the masses.
Comrade Ajoy Ghosh refer-
red to this point in his
speech when he made the
important formulation that
even the danger of tempo-
rary isolation is not the
. sole criterion for judging
the correctness or otherwise
of a struggle. There may be
- occasions where the masses
have . net yet gained the
consciousness . and in order
. ' that  they ymay gain the
' necessary - experience and
consciousness, the vanguard

may have to decide to Iaun-

ch the struggle by itself.

But ‘there was yet-another,
- a sectarian attitude  to the

question of unity, an attitude’
which denled the necessity of -
building *~ up unity in action

with-the PSP. :

. Despite the rabid anti-Com-
munism prevailing in the PSP
‘there were Individuals - who
supported - united -work with
the Communists and, at least

.on one occasion, . even State
- PSP President Basawan Singh

. Conference was the d

“known. for B8’ anti-Commmim-
“3st views, . 'had publicly -s0p-

/ported the cause of the Jam- -

" shedpur workers. .- - .0

conditions i .~

was the responsibility of the -
; make

" Under fhese

Communist Party to make
every effort to build unity: in

action on common issues with ™
the PSP—both with “the lea- .-

dership as well as the ranks—
-in. the interests of putting up

united and effective opposition - -

to Congress policies. It was the

‘duty of the Party at the same.. o

time to carry on-sharp strug-:
gle against all attempts by the
‘PSP leaders to spread reform-
st and revisionist confusion
in the masses. . : :

Eﬁis!aken e
‘Notioms

Discussion on the Reporé
laid bare many - weaknesses
and mistaken notions which
had beset: the activities of the
-Party in this period. . -

fThere was the wrong and
reformist understanding of

the peaceful path to Socialism
which equated it with parlia- .
mentarism. It refused to deve- ..

lop the self-acting initiative
of the masses and to build up
thelr struggles and move-
ments. Its crassest example
which found expression at the
enial of
the necessity to build up the,
mass organisations - of the

various sections of people like '

the Kisan Sabha. The Party,
it was said, had to fight the
‘elections and so the Party
should directly organise the
kisans under its own banner.

The Conference rejgcted “this

understanding: |
In relation to Government

. plans and projects, both re--

formist and sectarian mistakes

have been present. On the one

hand failure to see their bour-
geois class character led o a
Tefusal ' to raisé the demand
.for changing the .policies of

the Government, and concen- -

trating the movement only to
the ‘honest’ implementation
of these policies. On the other
hand, sec

rd

parlanism 1
itself in insufficient attention .
being given to welfare work, .

the panchayats' afid coopera-
tive societies.

" Reformist understanding of _

peasant unity led to the neg-
lect of the agricultural work-
ers' - movement and the task
of building up  the movement
for basic agrarian reforms.
Many delegates referred to
.-the Provincial Committee's
neglect of the work on youth,
students, teachers and cultu-
ral fronts to which In recent

times the Congress was devo-

ting much attention.

By .separate resolutions the - -
Conference welcomed State .
trading in foodgrains but dé- . -
manded that in Bihar procure- .
ment price of rice and paddy.
be increased . by Rs. two in-
each case making them Rs. 18.

and Rs. 11 respectively -and
the target of procurement be
taised to five lakhs instead of
one-lakh ton. !

It demanded the nafional:’

isation of Teleo'and the break-
up of the Tata monopoly in
Jamshedpur town.: =~

. The Conference decided to .

launch iinmediate campaigns
mands of the people.

The Organisational Report -
which was presented by Com- .-

rade Yogindra Sharma’ dealt
with these questions. It noted
that—*“In the last three years

all-round progress. Its political
influence had grown. Its mass

base had both broadened and -

deepened. It has developed or-

gartisationally.’ ' Not only has -
¥ SEE PAGE 16
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on a number of pressing de-

the Party (in Bihar) had made -
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Intia And The [0

uestion

. @ by ROMESH CHANDRA -

~ In a village, not far from-Prague, there is a gar-
den of roses. ‘The name of the village is Lidice, the

" roses have come: from all

Lidice’s soil and fill Lidice’s air with their fragrance..

‘They-call it a garden of

over the world to grow on

993

“Friendship”, of “Peace

these are little words, which mean so. much—just as

.IDICE was a village which
24 was murdered,- razed to
the soll, its men slaughtered
and burned in a mass grave
and its women herded out to
slavery - in - concentration

- camps, from which only few
 came back. The murderers of

Lidice were the German Nazis, -
“the Hitler hordes—whose bes-
‘tiality knew: no bounds. And

_Lidice became a symbol dur-

.ing the war, a symbol of Nazi
inhumanity and equally a
symbol” of the determination
of the peoplés enslaved by
German militarism to. win

. their freedom again.- .

Lidice shall live again—be-
came a slogan Wwhich united
the forces of resistance. And

‘today 2 new Lidice has risen ,

and the roses are the pledges -
of men and women -in many

. lands to see that Lidice shall

not be murdered again, that

~ German fascism and milita- -
_ rism* shall not be allowed to
rise again, that war shall be

N0 more. oL
Lidice was far away from
Indiz and we never felt on
our ‘bodies and deep within
. dur souls the lash of the Nazi
_ terror, as others felt it. But
e, who know the agony of
. "Ashti and Chimur, the hor-’
ror of Jalianwala Bagh and. -
the crawling order of Amrit-
sar, can understand well the, .
agony and horror -of the
Hitler regime. ’ ;
They call it the German
-question, - the: German prob-
lem. We know what is means:
the question, ‘the problem
of how to prevent Lidice
being murdered again. It is a
-question, a problem for every- .
one in the world. For German .
militarism has been a factor
of decisive significance in the
launching of two world wars;
:and despite all the interna-
tional pledges taken ‘at the
end of the Second World. War,
German - militarism is again
raising " its head, poised  to_

. st;'ike likg a cobra.

.' The‘.Grot'ewoh,l
CWisit

-

The recent visit” to -India
of Prime -. Minister  Otto
Grotewohl. of the German
Democratic Republic has help-
ed to focus attention in our-
country on the urgéncy of the
German  question, and more,

_on the vital part which India

can and must play in bringing
about a peaceful solution.

The imperialist Press was
rattled beyorid measure at the’
attention pald to the East
German : Prime Minister not
only in India but also in the
United Arab Republic and
Iraq. The London Times

“gny - shortcomings in the
‘official welcome” in India were
“more than made up” by the

“large reception committee”— - -

headed by the Mayor— by

. whom the visiting party were
- profusely . garlanded.”

And
though latér the same paper-
sought wishfully -to give.the .
impression that the,visit was’
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moaned that’

Lidice is a little place.and also means so- much,
a “failure,” no one.could blind '

‘himself to the fact that India
had given recognition of a
very ‘definite character (even
if not on the diplomatic level)
to the German Democratic

Republic, by the long conver--

sations which had-taken place -

between Grotewohl and Nehru,’
. by the presence of Nehru and

several Ministers at the Re-
ception given by the German
Trade Representative in hon-

our of Grotewohl, and by.the"
largely attended Citizens’ Re--

ception supported by leaders
of -all parties in Delhi. ..

‘ The success was apparent
also in the “Drotests” made
by the West Gepman Ambas-
sador and in the cancelia-

tion of a scheduled visit to-

India of a West German
Minister,- who angrily went

back from Pakistan, report- . .

‘edly because the mass wel-

India had made the Minis-
“ter concerned decide to show
- his Government’s disappro-
val and not proceed to our

country. The pressure from

‘come given to Grotewohl in .

West Germany has till now *

_ prevented even independent

and non-aligned countries -

like India from recognising
through diplomatic relations
the reality of the German
Democratic Republic,. But
- the blackmail cannot suc-
- ceed for all time. ’
* . The UAR and the German

Democratic Republic have de- °

.cided to exchange Consulates-
General.. The West .German
Government leaders promptly
yelped - like’wounded .jackals
and postponed indefinitely the
departure to Cairo of a dele-:
gation which was to negotiate
a fifty-million-dollar invest-
 ment in the Aswan Dam Pro-
*-ject. The West German mono-
-polists have made it clear to

other ‘countries too that their
“bounty” will not be forth-
coming for any country which
dares to recognise in any way

. the reality of the Egst_Ger-
man State. A
In 1959, the question of

‘Germany and its future can |

no. longer be ignored - by.a -

country in as crucial an inter-

‘national position as India.
We cannot any longer look

- on the question purely from -

‘the point of view of the
amount of “aid” we are
receiving: from = West Ger-
many ahd the conseguent
“necessity” not to do any-
thing which annoys ;the.
givers of this “aid.” Theré is
a new “necessity” - today,
lecoming larger every mo-
ment : the neéessity to halt
. the eruptionof the volcano
_of German militarism, for

This Is The

" saddle

"the spearhead of NATO..

engulf all mankind, °

Peril

It is no longer possible, to
stand on the -sidelines and
watch, to be content with our
rake-off in the shape of a
Rourkela or two, and turn a

" blind eye to the peril of a

rearmed. Germany. Make no
mistake about it : Hitler's men
are back very much in the
in. West Germany.
Eight ount of seventeen of the
top Ministers of the * Federal
Republic 'were leading Nazi
officials; 85 per cent of today’s:
diplomats were members: of’
the Nazi-Party; 181,202 offo-

- day’s officials belong to the’old

fascist ~ State © machine;
' monopoly groups control -80
- per cent of the entire West

17

German share capital.
And . it is this Gerfmany
which is being rearmed,’” its
army made stronger militariiy
than ever -it was.in Hitler’s

_times, equipped. with nuclear

weapons, covered with missile
rocket bases, ready as the
advance post = of aggression,

From _here  come cries of
revenge, cries of pushing back
the frontiers, of reviving the
military “glory” and the em-
pire of German fascism,

- It is time that India threw
her entire weight into.the bat-
tle against the growth of this
German militarism which en-*

 the lava of war from it could dangers .the whole world with .

-2 nuclear war.

- What concrete steps can be
- taken by India in thisgegard? -

~. Mr.” Grotewohl’s ‘statement

_on his departure. from India

referred } to his -conversatign
with SriiNekiru.and said:

“Both. of us agreed as to the -

- necessity- of settling interna-
tional disputes step by step

and by pedceful negotiation.

Any attempt to impose one’s

will ‘'on_another will not lead

to a solution and may add to.
the tensions which exist-today:
Every -effort which aims at
bringing; on the basis .of such

principles, the conclusion of &

peace treaty nearer, should
be welcomed. The German
problem ’should be settled in
the same manner by peaceful
negotiati‘.on,."' . o
It is clear-from the phraseo-

logy ‘that this paragraph has .
the. approval of Prime Minis- -

ter ' Nehru and . represents
-Indian policy on the German
question.| .1t is nécessary.to
translate| these obviously com=-
mendable principles into .ac-
‘tion. L SR
‘in terms| of Indian principles .
for peace that the latest:So-

. viet proposals’ for -a peace- .

treaty with Germany ‘must be
examined. Does the dr:
treaty . ‘correspond with the
principles of the Panch Shila,

of Bandung—to which Indiais -

committed? Does it meet the
need for working. ‘“step by -
step” towards a peaceful, de-

* SEE'PAGE 11

T HE American standard
‘ pattern fé Asia has since
last week moved on to Vien-

tiane, the capital of Laos. A:

military dictatorship is_clear-
ly in the offing and the stage
is set to move the Seato ten-
tacle into the kingdom, bord-
ering Thailand, ~ Cambodia,
Viet 'Nam and China. A new
danger spot thus is -on the
point of eruption, a fresh at-

tempt about. to be made- on-

the Asian—and very decisive-
ly Indian—policy of neutrality.
.and peace. .

" Let us begin with the back-
ground. At the Geneva Confer-
ence of 1954, Laos was declared
an independent State under
ithe supervision of the Interna-
tional: Commission (India, Po-
land, Canadd) set up by it
From March 1956 it was run
by a.Government headed by
Prince Souvanna Phouma.- "

With the support 0of the peo-. mocratic Party, the  Neutrality
and Peace Party as well as pa- -

ple and with the aid of the
International Commission, Sou-
vanna Phouma was able’ to re-

sist strong- American  pressute,.
to pursue a peaceful and inde-

pendent policy as well as to
negotiate the full integration of
the two northern provinces
and of the officials and soldiers

of the Pathet Lao in December .

1957. _ ‘This followed the esta-

_blishment of a coslition Govern- ¢
ment in November of that year.- old mandaring and thé reac-

This agreement held out
-the prospect of yet another.
Asian country. - entering the
path of pedaceful democratic
and independent -~ develop-
ment—*a prospect which the

* Americans, who foot the bills,
did ‘not relish.”’ - (Economist,
London, January 24, 1939)

" Economic pressure followed.

The Laos budget is almost en-
‘tirely dependent on American

aid, which pours in annually to .

the extent of $48 million. It
has been calculated that Laos
in the first six months of 1957
imported goods to the value of
631,984,000 kip (the Laos cur-

_rency) while it exported only -

19,615,000 kip—leaving an en-

ormous balance of payments -

problem. : )

Faced with American econo--
mic blackmail, Prince Souvan-
na Phouma went on an expla-
nation tour of the United Sta-
tes in January 1958.

' tions when in May 1958 in the
bye-elections to the National
Assembly as per the Geneva

Agreement, the Neo Lao Haksat. -

and its patriotic allies won 13
out of the 21 seats? The Neo
Lao Haksat was led by Prince
Souphannouvong, who had also
headed the Pathet Lao. Toge-
ther with eight others, made up
of representatives from the De-

triotic individuals, they consti-
tuted a total of 21 in ap assem~
_bl_y Of 50. ’ ’ .
Americans Move
_Decisively

‘The Amencans now moved’
in more decisively. They knock-
ed together a new party of the

tionary capitalists called - the

Lao Luom Lao (Rally "of the

rLaos People) and on~August

‘18 1958, forced the resignation
of the Souvanna Phouma Coali-
tion Ministry—the Premier was
himself packed off to Paris. -

A new and menacingly reac-..

tionary Government was form-
ed headed-by Phoui Sananikone,

. NEWAGE -

But of °
what avail were his ‘explana~-

_.side"of the free world” and,"on

exéluding the Nee Lao Haksat.

and in which the Commander- =~

in-Chief Oun' Rattakul (descri- -

bed by the London Observer of °

January 14,-1959, as “3 “tough
professional soldier without too

much respect for constitutional -

niceties”) came to: have an in-
creasing” influence: .
Not content with this, the
reactiongries have decided to -
move a step further. Border
incidents with- the Viet Nam
" Dembocratic -Republic ' began
. to mount, Tepression: was -
' lqunched against the. Neo Lao
* Haksat and other = patriotic
elements, bad relations-began
to develop with, the Cambo-
dian Government which stou-
tly maintains its neutral and.
independent policy. The ofer
for negotiations - of the Viet
Nam _ Democratic Republic
wds brusquely rejected. In-

creasingly thé rabid Thai

. Press began the tlamour that
- Seato should extend its “pfo-
tection” to Laos (the phrase
belongs to Sarasin, Thai Se-
eretary of Seato, currently
 engaged in -dubious negotia-
tions with the Nato officials).
‘Whipping up the scare of “in-
vasion”, Phoui -on the one.
hand declared that Laos: “must -
clearly state_that it is'on the

the ‘other, proclaimed that “de-
mocracy was too fragile to meet

_the menace”.. (Economist, Lon-

don, January 24, 1959.)
Inevitably the climax came. .
Last week Phoui steamrollered
the Assembly to-dissolve. itself,.
took special powers for 12
faonths and _promised 'a new
constitution under which fresh
elections will be held. He ‘pro-

‘mised to rule through the “two

éssential motors of an indepen-
dent State: the army and the
civil service.” - -

.t I . ) A - L
To make the parallel "ab-

-uary 26, 1959 wrote:
many another Asian leader.in
recent ymonths, Phoui was de- "
manding thé right to " Tule -
alone-for a full year to arrest
the nation’s politicdl
.and. shore - up its economy.”
Shades 'of Ayub Khan!

Act Now! .

The situation is serious and-

India, as the- Chairman of the
‘International Commission: .un-

happily. indefinitely adjourned .

since last July, must act quick~- ’
Iy to activis€ it. -~ ©

" FIRST, a situation has clear-

Iy developed in Laos reprodu-’
cing thé .‘conditions ~which

‘the Commission was set up to

tackle.

peutralism came into the arena
to repel. the American-backed
offensive to abrogate .democra-.
tic institutions and disrupt ,de= -
mocratic processes in gAsia. ",
- THIRDLY, it has to be real- .
ised .that peace in Asia, as any-.
where else, cannot be preserv-

ed by p‘assivity masquerading . -

as non-interference. Initiatives

_have to be made and a.counter- .

strategy| devéloped against -the

relentless* imperialist offensive. - s
"It is an fll-wind -‘that blows

through |many countries of Asia. _
With- military  dictatorships :

draft -

It is ill'-thjsl,same'éonbexﬁ.. :

solutely clear Time of Jan- .
“Like -«

arift. .

SECONDLY, it is surely time - .
that our. positive and dynamic

where possible -and dollar-gild- -

ed “softening up” where neces-’.
sary, thé Americans are closing
the-pet.|All Asia must be-aler-
ted  and| India assist decisively

the awakening and the ‘resist= a
ance. Laos must be restored to - -

her own people and to Asia., -
T fugmt.ssn'
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MINISTER & EMPLOVEES’ LEADERS -~~~ -
‘gle of the Ealeeshwarl Mills 0“ THE SAME PLA“:DRM . .;. PR S

workers in Co!mbator:"tho T R ¢ ) - : : t
striké in the Hindustan ; B E H
PNt N R CITRT IR ‘eﬁeme _eﬁe Answer
{f:";emmm‘;‘i‘;'n‘:’ﬁ fay- th'le the Bnttsi:i-dzrected forces of Othe Sultan af ttgekfaﬁcgiﬁ‘tl,m are ke:: t%.e % : : o
£ ext Employees’ Muscat have occus a greater part of Oman, patriotic e own ou ? p § .
'ﬁ& msm benléé’é to forces nuglfenng some 20,000 headed by the - world They hai;e set up m]g;- @ Fvaﬁe : e@t@ r o
Imam imself are carrying on the resistance from the . mation Offices in Cairo and Da- S
C IVILIAN employea of ances hke the sxx-days break
the Defence - establish- in servme and the. question of
‘ment in Delhi demonstrated contributory health scheme, ets. -

* the Jamshedpur struggle and - .. ployeee (or bonus~ thestrug
the Central Government em-
ployees’ struggle against Ser-
vice Conduct Rules. &

In these struggles the trade-.
union movement has register-
ed glorious records of united

. action to its credit.

Outstanding achievements
of united action are the. .
Port and Dock strike led by’
a united trade federation;

AITUC GENERAL € ,

days in the first nine months
of = 1958)- could - be classified
into broadly four categories”
FIRST, the actions against
closures or threatened closures
in textiles and in engineering
as in Bombay, in Coimbatore,

.3 FROM PAGE 3 render the peasants 1mm1me-
to the® disastrous . rigours of’

ing ind’ustry the USSR as- wholesalers’ .price. manipula-

- gistance for 2 mining machi- - tions.

mery Plant, thermal power @ The AITUC demanded

plant at Nyvelli, optical glass ceiling ‘on land as the first

_plant, and above all the oil giep {0 radical land reforms

families of the workers and :
-Jobal-¢-Akhdar (Green Mountains). They have the sympa- mascus and the present delega”

opening' hospitals of ESI in i o
West Bengal and Punjab. | - thy and support of the entire people and the people help g&%ﬁé&ufm%nﬁm:uém_
ways. This is what the. D

ma,: Indonwa, ete., to aequamt

‘exploration with the help of "and supported cooperaﬁve in Kanpur, in Vidarbha, ' in’ ‘the March. 27 Demands  These struggles of the work- ﬂlelf ﬁghttng forces in many . .
Rumania and the USSR are ggriculture. Bhopal, Indore, etc.. Day demonstrations unitedly ing class- have further en- Imam of Oman, Salah al-Harthy, who is léading a three- the Governments and peoples of | s oir Howerfil’ it for But these, Sri Banerjée said, . - *
all great steps to build our SECONDLY, sctions against organised by all except the hanced the prestige of the man de gation told a New Age coﬂespo,,dent in. Delht these countries with facts about | .5 GI;° (s’PO or could besettled by mutual con- ) )

© . the struggles in Oman. . e Government _decision to ‘uitations. . =

@ It demanded the rational-
. isation'of certain irration-
al taxes.

@ It resisted attempts to
freeze = wages, intensify
exploitation and doggedly and
determinedly defended trade-
union rights and. the living
standards .of the workets. :
The- major struggles of the
working eclass during - 1958
(which cost six million man-

ATTUC, increased its strength
and consolidated its organisa-
tion. Today the AITUC is the
.gravitating . centre of ‘tho
thinking of the working class .
-on all major issues. Today the"
ATTUC’s voice is the determin- -
ing voice In’ the trade-union
movement of the country. To-
day the ATTUC exerts a deci-
sive influence on major issues
facing the worrking class

| SITUM’E@

The solution of\ the food-
problem here is not merely an
economic and local issue.” It

INTUC; the Bombay strike
of July 25 against the lock-
out of Premier Automobiles;
the united .strike of West
Benga.l_ 'plantation workers
in which the unions of all
affiliations participated; the
united strike -of Calcutta
" tramway workers in ‘which’
all of the unions took part;
the victorious action of Life
Insurance Corporation’ em-

'manufacture - "vehicles ~ and
.other equipment in the public
sector at a mass meeting of
theirs held on January 23.

‘They repeatedly applauded.
Defence Minister V. K. Krishna
Menon’s:declardtions. like: “The’
Defence mdustry ‘should not be
held to ransom for private pro-

fit”; “We don’t’ want to kill any
.indust:rv nor. do we want to. be
' killed ourselves” -
) The huge meeting held under
the auspices of the Delhi De-
Afence Workers’ Council was at-
tended by representatives of the -
All-India Defence Employees’’
Federation from many. other
centres. Chaudhury Brahm Pra--
kash, M. P, prded

It was an interesting sight

- last. week.

- cled Salah al—Harthy “was
‘dressed in the national - Arab
_ costume and spoke-only Arabic.

One of his companions,, Saif
'Said, a-young man who has re-
ceived his education in. Bahrein
and Baghdad translated him into
- English.

The British impenahsts ‘have
thrown a huge black-out blan-
ket over their aggressive war
and - their héinous atrocities in
Oman, said ‘Salah  al-Harthy.

COnstant air-bombing and raz-
- inig 1o the ground of populated
villages is the main- form of’
British* aggression 'now, after
they have occupied most of the
Iand. Still the people in the oC=

SriV.K.KnshnaMenonem-. Vo
phasised | the fact'that preser-.
vation of the country’s indepen~ - .

" dence necesarily “meant that -
the country should be independ- S .
ent in its defence requirements. B

: During Bntlsh rule. India’s de- .

. fefice was supposed. to be part - s

- of. 1mpenal defence and every = .. |

_httle thmg for -defence had -to

i come from Britain. “If you have
to govern yourselves, you can’t - -
do it u, the ‘tools of: ‘defence’
are m someone else’s hands,"
said‘Sri lﬂenon. R :

He condemned the "supersti- . B

-tion prevalent in some. circles-

that there was something which -

could not be done under the

tropxcal sky . N .

Refe.mng -to the - private. seo-

“independent - économy and’
“discard dependence on im-
_perialist countries.

The contrast between capi- .
‘talist and Socialist ald could
be seen also in our imports of
strateglc consumer material.
For example, out of 484,000.0f -
steel imported in 1958, we got .
119,000 tons from the USSR,
113,000 tons from Japan, and
only 43,000 tons from the USA,
50,000 tons from:the UX,
37,000 tons from West Germa-
‘ny and 30,000 tons rrom__
‘France

;  Our oil exploratlon in the - .
State sector with Socialist:- - ’ *

assistance was the biggest . ppon cENTRE PAGES |

blow to foreign oil’ kings. Our }
© ‘valued at Rs. 53.63 f £ it will
oil imports value tons of foodgrains, be_ situation in the Punjab.

rationallsation as in textiles
and in defence of the gaing as
registered in the recommen-:
dations . of the '15th Indiarn -
Labour Conference in 1957. -
 THIRDLY, sactions ‘against
the attempts to deny bonus or
lower its quantum. -
FOURTHLY, actions in de-
fence of trade-union -rights,
slgnificant” among them being

__PUNJAB FOOD

and running depots, the com-
mittees should be given full
cooperation. by. tl;e Govern-

One sigmﬁcant mem'ber of
the. present delegatwn s Mr.
Faisal bin Ali. ‘He is a cousin
of the Sultan of Muscat. Faisal
bin_ AN, till 1956, was, himsel!
serving in the so-called .Foreign
Ministry..of Muscat (this “Mi-
-nistry” has all along . been
" headed by an Englishmant). In
1956, Faisal crossed over. to the
side of his Omani brethren and’
has since been helping’ them,
particularly in keeping the out-
side’ world informed of Oman’s
struggle, -

* In Delhi the delegation called-
on the officers of the External
Affairs Ministry. Mr. Saif Said,
the Deputy. Imam’s spokesman,
told me that they had received |

stepped up. Already there are
one to one-and-a-half lakh of
British . troops in “Aden, being
-supplied and :reinforced from
the nearby bases in-Kenya. In
the Gulf area there are several:’
air. bases, besides one reputed.
" to be a. rocket-launching base.’
Abu Dhabi in the Gulf area is
a ‘big_naval base whére U.S.
warslnps too are regular visitors.
From all these bases and with
" all this force they hem in the,
rising Arab people of :the Gulf -
Sheikhdoms and  especially the
people of Oman and Muscat.
Ornan. has become the storm
centre of resistancé due .to a
peculiar combination of circum-
“stances. Huge reserves - of oil
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mediately and give him a
memorandum on the . food

- grores in 1949-50 have shot up able to tide over the crisis. It decided 4o ment. has far-reaching political and o e i im. the Fahud
" to Bs. 108.00 crores in 1957-58. What is the real position? It further . led -to con- - 0lltie i territory. are . rallying were discovered in. the Fahud. , sympathetic “hearing | % to see the Minister -
national 1mpllcations At @ more and more to the nahonal region of Oman in-1954-55. This fromeorgicials. pa !em_.e? his Igg;?ltu Sﬂf;;lgg;- tor’s campalgn against Defence

tinue its struggle for food till
the following- demands . are
conceded: '

@® An immediate ordinance
_ghould be issued declaring

hoarding .and . smuggling

eriminal offences' and hoards

should be seized. - -

® The Punjab Government
should  stock two - lakh

led the British to resort to their . P
ruse of claiming that the Imam manufacture . of i
of Oman, an independent popu-
lar elected and prograswe Iu-
ler, was subject to the Sulfan
of Muscat who happens tobea -
pucca’ stooge of the British. .
. Relying on this fiction, the
British launched their aggres- -
_sion and the first thing they
did on occupying Fahud was

Apart: from the urban poor,
in the rural areas untouch-:
ables, landless 'agricultural
.. workers and . vast sections of
poor peasantry have no
i to eat. The
problem of this section
of the rural _ economy
-has become very acute be-
cause they do not have any
- ready cash to purchase
foodgrains on loan from the

‘Department’s
trucksandtractors,Snershna Ll
Menons‘diﬂ' “t was an act of - DR
faith.” Three ‘years from its be- . ..

ing undertaken every bit of it °

will be produeed in- this coun-

try.. We do not want to make =’

somethmg just for the sake of

making 1t, but for ‘the sake of.

building our ‘national industry.”

‘The Detence Department manu-

- facturing| = establishments’ had’

© Government should give
interest-free foodgrain
loans to the rural poor.

With -the formation.of this
Provincial . Committee, the
struggle for food has entered
a new. phase. But the leader-

" ship of the Jan: Sangh has
decided to remain aloof from.
this joint struggle. It is a
well-known fact that the Jan

-. ramaigh, as well as= officials

. of the Defence Ministry ga-
thered on -the same platform .
as the leaders of the Defence

' Employees’ ~ Federation ‘and.
speaking very much the same.
language.. The meeting re-

- .sounded repeatedly ivith slo-

" gans of “Krishna- Menon Zin-
dabad °“S M. Baneryee Zin-

‘time when ‘just across the -
Wagah borders of the Punjab,
imperialist intrigues are assu-
ming a menacing formx and
the threat to our freedom and
sovereignty ‘is growing, the
problem needs a solution on.
an ernergency basis. How can .
semi-starved and dissatisfied .-
people exercise vigilance about.
the moves of the reactionary

During 1958 we found that
on the one hand the foreign .
1mperia.llsts and on the other
reactionaries within: our own -

- country. tried to make use of
these difficulties, create panic

~and attempt a- -shift to the
Right. A slight shift to .the
Right was also noted. Never-

- -theless the struggle continues -
and there. is not a declsive

cause.

Havmg taken ‘away - thou-
- sands -0f freedom fighters as
. prisoners, the British  treat
.. them in the most callous and
: inhuman 1way. and many be-
_loved leaders of the Omani
:* people e.g., the Qazi of Nizwa
- . have died in prison as a result
of the. horrible conditions
there. The British do not al-

The delegation also addree—
séd a meeting of citizens or- |
ganised by the. - Afro—Asian R

* Solidarity - Committee. ' The
" meeting adopted a resolution
.. fully " supporting the demand
.of the Omani- people that Bri- |
-tish  aggression should be
vstopped forthwith, that fore- |
.ign troops should be wpoith-
drawn from Oman and its.

-

‘shift to the Right. . { tons of foodgrains for the next San 5 . .
e i . e ; gh leadership in this State rulers of Pakistan? But the . . i ir men- mach-
‘What Were. the main planks Zlo"l;‘;: ﬁ:‘::_slﬁsngi:ge:? three months.- has been running a campalgn complacent and -self-satisfied : }?;';, E",‘Zc;’ff sﬁzgce‘:;s: ,;'.;‘3 zezzdézzrmwﬁ of oil. - independence restored and-re- | SriS M. Banerjee, Independ- foroe lto. maintain Tus
of attack? - : @ Fair prlce dépots should against State. trading. Simi-. Congress rulers here continue or bring succour-to these war ~ In fact, the aggression itself cognised. - géxi g f;’:&ﬁl’u’x adfo‘x}_mer capacity and this S“Iplussu;?pa-.'
! an 1ce- - ] E

_ tion which is the most hit by
“the present Tood crisis in the
Punjab and it is precisely

" ‘this section which finds no
place-in~the schemes of the

. Punjab- Government to ease
the food situation. ‘

It is against:this policy of
the State Government’ tl;alt; 8 every level and In seizing
powerful mass movement ‘has - '
Bovsioped in the Purjab, Joint DO3rds checking smuggling o :
food committees are being - T B PR
formed at every level .and ‘ |
these- committees are evolving

Smt. Rameshwari Nehru pre-
siding over the meeting declared
amidst applause that the ques-
tion of Oman’s ~ independence
_was-vital for the entire Afro-
Asian -world. She assured - the
delegation of the Indian people’s
sympathy -and support.

‘city in peace time must be em- | i

’ ployed to meet the civilian ve- | ..

qmremenm of ‘the country =~ as. -

well as to provide employment" o .
andtrammgfothepeople FEE T ,
’ Referrmg to mdustnql ro-
lations |in Defence. establish-

ments’ he said the. workers -

“here 'were equal parttctpants
in. a’ national job  and pro~
blems kad to-be solved round
the table. “We have to leam
still 1 more how .to work toge-

was orgdnised. on- the initid-
tive of the British Iraq Petro-
- leum. Company. In the early
stages;, the Omani feststance
forces were able to blow: up
the entire oil equtpment sent
by the British.

- 'The Qmams, while continuing

to assert that “the food situa-
tion has eased.” People here
want to know why the Cen- .
tral Govermnent :is. sitting -

quiet. .

Patriotic Punjabi masses .
are on the move. They are -
closing their: tanks to force
the Kairon regime to change

its present food policy.

larly tlie Jan Sangh represen---
tative in the State Food Advi-
sory Committee was the first
among those "who gave the
slogan of “miss a meal” and
“give Op mass agitation ' on
food.” Despite this, the ranks
of the Jan Sangh are being
drawn into the joint move-
ment. . .

pr!soners. No-. representaﬂve
even of the Bnﬁsh Press .is.
allowed to .visit the country:
- to - report: conditions to the
. outside world. :
, BothmAdenandthePersian.
. Gulf area, Bntish military pre-
paratlons are bemg continually

W‘ae @erman

‘President of the All-India Fede-
ration, -in his opening ' speech
declared" that defence - -workets .
were mterected not . merely
in - their own’ gnevances
and demands but also in the at- .
tainment by thé country of-self-
s\rﬂ‘iciencyc-m its . defence esta-: |
blishinents. They fully support~

ed this slogan, he said. The em-
ployees - felt that . it was their -
dream that was bemg reahsed,’ N
through this. .

be opened in all the cities
and towns and at least one
. such depot should be opened
in each panchayat area for-
the rural population. .
@ All-parties food commit-
tees should be set up at -

- The foreign monopolies.said
money should be made avail- .
able to the private sector, de-
manded gua.rantees against
nationalisation . and curb on-
wages, and social security
mesasures for the working
class. ’
Big Businm circles open-
ed ‘an attack on the public
“sector, and the plan to Iay
the foundations for heavy
industry. They first'squan-

v uestion-

- . dered the foreign exchange
- .and later.shouted about the

. shortage and demanded free

flow of foreign capital into
the country. They demand-

ed - drastic pruning of the

~ PHn and severe cuts in what
they .called “non-develop-
mental .expenditure” but
what really is social expen-
diture on health and edu-
cation: R
The closures of textile units
was - resorfed to to create

panic, impose wage-cuts and.”

" secure concessions. - The clo- form of action is'now spread- = BTess. 1t is not stable and solid ity of expanding ¢ Comrade Yogingra Sharma as .
- " hor sufficient, Large number = Sty of expanding the orgals gecretary and Comrade - Sunil ending this anomaly and giv- cratic and the Federal Repub- tantaiount to condoning the | .
sures of smaller units was the ing to ofher districts. of P Members still conti- of . Party leadership at all jiiherii as Acting Seoretary’ ing Germany once more its Hc will withdraw from the war-drive at its- most crltical 1 tion isa fact whic becomes tnstatd
. rightful place in the comity - Warsaw Treaty Organisation point. - lyclcar on mdms

result of - mismanagement
.coupled with real financial
difficulties. The closure of
" bigger units was a real fraud.
Cloth consumption had gone

up by 24 per cent in handloom
cloth and by _ten -per_cent in

mill cloth.

- “What was -the role of the

their own forms -of action to
press their demands. Ludhiana
District ‘'was the first to enter
into a united action. A broad-
based Janta Food Committee
consisting. .of - Communists,
PSP, 8. P, Republican Party,

‘AkaupartyandMahaPunjab

Front was formed. The léaders
of various parties went on
one-week’s hunger strike from

-January 18 to 25.

Similar hunger-strikes were
started in Khanna, Samrs,

Amritsar and Jullundur. This’

On the initiative of the
Ludhiana 'Jants Food Com-

_ mittee, a Provincial Conven-
parties,

tion of.all " political
mass organisations and local
food committees was.held on
January 25 at Ludhiana. This
Convention was attended by
over 30¢ delegates represent-

the Party Memberah.lp in-
creased but its ideological,
political and organisational
unity has also strengthened.
During the last three. years
Party members: have ‘been

. ‘more active and more healthy

in outlook than in the earlier
period. - But there is nothing
to rest content with this pro-

nue to be inactive. The masses

‘under our influence are not

yet organised in their respec-
tive mass organisations. We
suffer from lack of efficient

‘cadres, organs of Party pro-

paganda and Party fund. Our

- collective leadership is weak.”

?Bihar" Party C‘onference

the Party—failure. to organise

the Party Members in Branch-
es, to educate them and to
activise them. = . ,

It was-obvlous that in the .

_coming period much atten-
tion will have to be devoted
to the organisation and fan-

ctioning of Branches. The’

* Report pointed to the neces-

levels and. building up col-
lectivé leadership by strictly
. adhering . to all norms of
Leninist Party or; tion
.. —collective decisions, indi-
- vidual' responsibility . and
collective check-up, criticism
and self-criticism, reporting'
to and from below and

, .
|
* FROM PAGE 8
—whlch in its! stead elected an
Executive Commlttee of seven-

teen and a Secretariat of
seven consisting’ of Comrades

" Yogindra Sharma, Sunil Mu-

kherji, Ka.ryanand Sharma,

-Indradip Singh, Jagannath

Sarkar, Knshna Chandra
Choudhry -and - Ali Ashraf.
The State 'Council elected

In view of thé long ~ leave

granted to Comrade Yogindra -

Sharma on medical.grounds.
. The Conference proved to

be a big event in the small.

town of Giridih.. The entire
money for the Conference was
raised from the workers who

#FEOM PAGE 9 1‘, ~as are- neceesary for these
: [ forces (Article 20)»; .
mocratic, reuniﬂed -Gérmany 3 Lays. down rules. by
—as laid down in international - which- Germany _miist
agreements—-particularly the
Potsdam Agreement?

‘The first fact-to noté is that
it is fantastic that 14 years
after the end of the war there
13 -still no peace treaty with
.Qermany, that foreign ‘troops
are still on German :soil gnd
that Germany. still: is not a
-govereign State.  The Soviet
draft treaty is an effort at

. freedoms, freedom of organ-
4sation to political parties—
and at the same time prevent

fascist .nature or -having -the
aim of hostility against any of
_the allied Powers: .
IV and V of Part I) :

Of special significance is the
proposal that both the Demo-

of nations, through -the end of
‘¢he state of war (Article-I)
and the consequent withdraw-
al of all foreign troops from : .
is sofl (Article 3c), the recog- .
nition of its full sovereignty
(Article 3) and its admlssion
to the O.N. (Article 7). -

tal step towards disengage-

ment and for peace.
Takemr as a whole,  the

cisely * such . prineciples - as

‘India. On the question of

‘the rise of organisations of a

(Chapters :

Draft Treaty embodies pre-
_cannot but be approved by.

ting’ unity with the complete

grant basic human nghts and -

destruction of the Democratic
Reépublic and to making . this
“unity” a precondition for any
negotxatlons for a . peace
treaty. - . - LA

India’s interventlon;em-
phatically in support of nego-

tiations at the highest level |-
on the Germa.n question can|’

be. of . paramouht : gignific-

“gnee. To ‘keep-silent in the
~face of mountlng ‘tension," of |

“the resurrection of German

and NATO—thus taking a vi--

fascisfm and. militarism,. is

- Germany is hot just a
European problem. It has

become a world problem, on

the peaceful . solution . of
which all. peoples are. mter-

‘Tidice may have been far

‘from India once. Nuclear pow-

_ The workers’ had thexr gnev-

'The great ‘tradition in” Russian .

* -literature from the days of the *

. ' great Pushkin to our own tlmet |

" . Has been one of devoted search for * {
truth, for- realism in" expression
-and mastery of the writer's craft,
That this*great heritage is upbdd

and adored by the:present genaa- . --

. ther" he sar.d. .

EMT 5.
EITERA’EURE

-+ A Monthly Magazlne

every. isspe - eernd full le

novel, ~short’

storics, - plays .

ngth- ';_:

'~poems and - eritical  essays..

working class and the ATTUC ing the Communist Party, The Report pointed out the above, and strict discipline. 8150 acted as the volunteers. ... At the same time’in eon- German unity,. the drafi :
'in this struggle in 1958?. . PSP, 8P, Akali Party, Repub- lamentable fact  that 6,000 v » _ An im . formity with the international - : o ” er has brought us very much Annual bscriptio Rs. 6.00
ganis porta.nt and addition- ty e rnatlon treaty rightly takes into ac sn scrip n e N . B
® Ve defended the public. ggggr:tﬁy Scheduled Castes gut of more than 10000 Party 1616 0w the tack of reorut. &l attraction of the Conterence  ageements to prevent the  count the reality of the cxis, Sonines ot tae roxse.of Malf yeardy: - © Rs. 3.00°
I . - militarism an ] P 2 .
was the cultural performance rise of German tence of two and 1o oice and ‘the roses of New ‘Single copy :” . R.S 0.62 -

. | sector against the attacks’
" of the private sector kings and

. the activities of the-saboteurs_
- entrenched in the adminlstra-

Mandal, lejab. Retail Sellers’

Union, ATTUC, AIKS, Dehati.
‘Mazdoor S8abha, ete. :

Arwal Conference had fo be
struck- off the Party register
because they had not paid the

ing 25,000 fully-paid Party
Members and 500 wholéetimers
till the next Party Conference

by the Caléutta and Patna

troupes of the IPTA and the

Moshaira and the Kavi Sam-

taeeism the .Soviet draft
e _the other nations to assist

in bringihg . about unity

at the same time commits

Delhi, But the world is g dif-

ferent world * from that in

“which Hitler . could, destroy,

i ft 'OFFER : ‘EVERY ANNUAL, |SUBSCRIBER SHALL -
RECEIVE THE GIFT A SET OF PICTURE,

POST CARDS

tion. ‘The Convention decided to annual . membership fee ac- and collection of Rs. 50,000 o “o - ced to be held producing, acquiring of . through such forms as may
. form & joint Provincial Food cording to the new Party Party Fund durlng Jamuary e, e mxperimenting _with nuclear  be agreed upon by the two Lidice, For today the pegples ou OR A SET OF |POSTAGE STAMPS.
-and February 1959. e sessions on various g German  Governments’ ~—who grow Toses and clal leore reo) A -

‘. We' denounced finaneial
I corruption and the Minis- .
try's role in export- imporrtl

- trade.

@ We 'supported State trad-
ing in foodgrains ‘and
nationalisation of wholeszle

tra;'dein fe;idgrains that would  The Convention -has also- Astratasoﬂ vivtl;ﬂch .‘z;are -not s0 it lected & M o e defence (Article 26) and wea- a0 i o

not only give cheap food to decided to send a deputation badly was the result of - The Co erence elected p Mukherji repo; on the de- o Iy tions” which ‘amount to equa- (Jannary 28) - R o )

the consumers but would also to the Punjab Governor im- organisatlonal tailure .of State Council of sixty-nine = cislons of the Conference. .- \° in sueh q tttes - Lo 1o eaua: : AR 8% :
4 N : RS mzw AGE PAGE ELEVEN .

PAGETEN R

' Committee to coordinate the
- struggle for food. The Com-
mittee. has. given a call for
24-hour hunger-sirikes and
mass dharnas to be organi-
sed throughout the State

" beginning from February L

Constitution. It was not a
finanelal question because un-

‘employed agricultural labour

comrades - had found the

.money to pay Party Member-

ghip dues whereas the default-
ers included members from

NEWAG!

By tulfilling these tasks the -

Party will take the first steps
towards becoming a broad
mass Party at the head of the

democratic movement in the .

State.

days.

on Deeember 29, the conclu- )

ding day of the Conference a
fifteen thousand rally was
addressed by Comrades Ajoy
Ghosh, Jyoti’ Basu and Dr. Z.
A. Ahmad.  Comrade Sunil

= FEBRUARY 1, 1959

weapons and other means of..
mass destruction, rockets and

'guided - missiles, submarines
(Article 28);

Permlts Germany to

" have only such armed

i rorces as. are necessary for its

through negot:ations. The

possibility “of a confedera-

tion is also envisaged and

provided for.

‘All this is in sharp " eoni-
trast to the Western Powers’
barren proposals of “free elec-

planets—are strong and the
monsters—who grow . death

and war and lmperlalism-—are; ’

weak.

“Our roses shall Tive.. - et

‘us fight to protect them.

meRUARY1,1959 ; L e
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Akademi awards for the best -

.=} FORBIGN : Yearly Rs. 13-0-0'

”BEGD. N0. DE!D?

cipients of the Sahitya

- books written during the: past
. three 'years is the - eminent

" scholar and litterateur .Maha-

- pandit Rahul -Sankrityayana,
the first Communist'to be op- .

enly honoured by the Akade- -

+ mi.

- His gredat work Madhya Asta
Ka. Itihas (History of Central
Asia), covering within its com-
pass the huge span of time from
‘the pre-historic period to the
thirties of the present = centu-
ry, has been selected as the best
Hindi book of the last three

years. '
It is mlly namra"l that
.whereas the award to :Rahulji
- kas been applauded - enthu-
- siastically by large numbers
of people, not only _in the
Hindi-speaking 'region but
also in other States, certain
individuals and small groups

MONG the ten proud Te-

s

".. sole arbiters of the fdte

. 'Jected and annoyed.:

So- far as Rahul
yana is concemed he is perhaps
the one great scholar in- India

who has been provided the least’

patronage by the Government,
glven! the most shabby = treat-
" mhent by the bureaucrats who
occupy the ‘chairs of authority.

But without ever bothering for -
r his labours
Rahulji has- given the greatest -

‘any rewards for

-variety -and maximum number
of books to the Hindi readers.

Thanks to' the Wise choice of _

the Sahitya Akademi, today a
healthy atmosphere prevails and
a correct pace has been set for
the future. However, it was not
easily done.  ° -
Madhya Asia Ka It:has, ub-"-
lished by Bihar Rashtra Bhasha
Parishad, runs into more than.

one lhousand _pages and is divi-" -

parading themselves s the ;
of | .
Hindi literature have felt de- i

Sankntya- )

", Rabulji '

ded into. two.parts. - The first
part (529 pages) covers.the pe- .
"riod-up to 1229 and: the ‘second
up to 1929. Apart from the in-"
- troductory. remarks by Balu
‘ Shivapujan -

Sahai, . Director,
Bxhar Bhasha Prachar Samm,

"+ Central Asla can be

"and. the.Preface by. the author,
the book contains a frontispiece.

of V. 1. Lenin, a large number ™

of maps, - photographs of coins,
and appendix of names .and
reference books.

- " As. Rahulji says: “Undoubt-
edly the amount of material
concerning the history of ‘Cen-
tral Asia ayailable  in Russia
and the Russian ‘language -
not available:anywhere else..
An authoritative = history of
wrltten
“only ‘by ' Russian' scholars. .
(Vol I, page 8) '

is -

. Elaborating his 'plans for the '

future -and reternng to the dxf—‘
ﬂculha Rahulji ‘says:

. “Central” Asia also includes
. Chinese Central Asia.... I have
a mind to write a’ detaxled his-
“tory of China including Tibet. . .
However, old age and economic
difficulties- are not the only dif-
ﬂculnes. the bureaucracy of this
free country is also.ever ready
to create. obstructlons

LOUD TALK OF

D Te

* From JVAN BIKASH EH(BITBA

Our Con lgress leaders never tire of procleiming that

ing a “Socialist” society, that they stand for

Zaublzc sector and restricting private enter-
gitimate” bounds.

they are bui
expanding the
prises within °
T HE recCent Nagpur session
of the Congress went so far
as to declare that public. enter-
prises and State trading should
be so conducted as.to yield ad-
ditional _resources | -for pubhc'.
purposes-and - that profits in the
private sector should be con--
trolled. .

Here are a few 'instances of

how - the Congress Government -

in West Bengal is 1mplement1ng
these declarations:
. Fertilizer Plant . handed
‘over to the Birlas:

'Four Fertilizer Plants are pro-
; posed to be.set up in ttse public
sector during the Second Plan
period to meet the: estimated
demand of 370,000 tons of che-
‘mical fertilizers, the annual ca-

- Rditorial Board "
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pacity at the end of the Fu-st
Plan being only 85,000 tons.

One of these plants will be .

established at Durgapur in West
Bengal. But it is not going to be

a State-owned enterprise as or-

ginally planned.

It is now learnt on highest
 authority that Dr. B. C. Roy,
| West Bengal’s Chief Minister,

recently entered into an ag-
: reement with the Birlas, per-
. mitting tHem to

proposed plant under

“plete private ownership a'nd

manayement

Not  only that. For many
years to come, they have been
guaranteed huge profits at the
expense of the State exchequer.

"The terms of this anti-na-
‘tional deal are reliably report-

~ ed to be as follows: )

' The Government will have no
.. Share in the company which
~ will build and run the plart;
~. The Government. will buy up
- the entire quantity of fertilizers

for 30 years after the plant

goes into production. The ‘price -

-that the Government has agreed

- to -pay is a little over Rs. 300

per ton although the cost of

“production at a very liberal
-~ estimate will not exceed Rs. -
100 per ton; o

.Coal gas from the State- .

-Jowned coke-oven plant at Dur-

gapur will-be supplied to the
company ‘at cheap rates;
Necessary facilities

securing loans and equipment
from the USA.

" If certain apparently isolated
events 'in the past few months,
‘are now pieced together, it be-
¢omes . evident - that ‘confabula-

* tioms for sabotaging the estab-

lishment of the" fertilizer. plant
‘in the public sector has been go-

- ing on for a pretty long time.
- Dr. Roy went to' the USA .

RN

set up the*
com-.

. will -be.. -2
extended to the company for.

PUBLIC

last October to explore,

‘was said, the possibilities of"

" getting U.S. assistance for the
State Government’s
under the Second Plan. When
Dr. Roy -arrived in Bombay

or his way to the USA, one.

of the Birla brothers noas al-

ready there. He also left for

the same destination by the
same plane. Perhaps, it was
again a sheer coincidence that

both of them negotiated for a

loan and for equipments for

the fertilizer plant.

On their return to the coun-
try the deal was finalised under
a véil of secrecy.

Thus a gxft of several lakht
every year is proposed to- be
made out of the slénder resour-
ces of this State. But" neither

‘West Bengal’s agriculture nor

its peasantry will be benefited
in any way.

@ PEig Concess:on to JK. In- .

dustriés, Ltd.:

“The JK. Industries ..Lto.,'

‘owned by the Singhanias, has

an aluminium factory -at Asan-
sol, aboutl 125 miles from Cal-

.cutta.

Some time ago the manage-

" 'ment sought Dr.. Roy’s . help to

tide over an acute shortage of
electrical power supply in the
plant

Ever generous as . he is to :

Pig Business,  -Dr. Roy im=
* .imediately. instructed the State
Electricity Board to supply a
portion of the power that it
receives from the DVC—but
. at one-third . the price the

State .Government has to pay-

" to the DVC.

o The annual loss to the State”
Government over .this transac-’

tion will be to the. tune of Rs
20 lakhs.

Dr. Roy’s Jushﬁcatxon for t.h:s.

deal is that the management
would. have shifted the factory

to ‘some -other State if this con-:

cession had-not been. given!
‘@ Rs. two. crores worth
junk bought:
The West = Bengal Govern-

ment- has decxded to purchase.
‘the Oriéntal Gas Co.; Calcutta,
.at a cost of rupees two crores,

The company supplxos coal

NEW AGE

TOjects -

of :

SEcmR
THE PRIVATE.

gas to the Calcutta Corporatlon
for street-lighting in some areas
and also .to hospitals, laborato-
ries and a limited number of
residential buildings.

The plant. is, reported to be,

outmoded and completely worn-

out. Experts are of the opinion

that several lakhs - of rupees

’,wxll be required to- renovate it.

- The Communist Party - has

repeatedly demanded  national-"

British-owned

isation of" the
and the

Tramways Company

* Calcutta Electricity Supply Cor-

- poration whose equipments are
in good shape and assets quite
considerable. The nationalisa-
tion of these concerns. will sub-
stantially increase: the revenues
of the State. o )

But the Government has’ al-
ways rejected' the demand on
the ground that it does not want

to waste funds in buymg up'

junks!

How is it then
i “Government has decided
| . purchase the Oriental

| that the
|
{ Company? Perhaps ~because
|

to

‘the majority of shares in the
company are owned by a

multi-millionaire family and

: J a nephew of Dr. Roy is one of

| the directors_of. the company-

]® Rs. eight lakhs .sent down

the drain:
! .Another sum ‘of Rs.. elght
lakhs. - has been' * literally

thrown away.

"The Government has' bought
the A. K. Sarkar Industries of
Belghoria, a few miles
Calcutta. The factory - used to
produce lanterns, etc., but its

machineries were so dxlapldated B

Gas.

from -

that there were frequent break-

:downs, and it became unremu-
inerative to continue production.

'The factory was’ therefore clo-‘
. v‘sed down. .
! Negot:atlons then went on.be- -

‘hind the scenes and the Govern-
.ment purchased the . factory
~against the advice. of its own
‘experts. They had pomted out
:that at least Rs! five lakhs would
‘have to be spent to modermse
the eqjuipment.

But certain peonle had ‘ta be-

“rehabilitated”, and eight lakhs -

of rupees were paid. for the |

‘junk! )

“I ad Ip go to Tibet.in dis- .
.guise* durmg the British. regime

. When'I met the Indian off-
1cer-m-charge in 1950 in con-
nection with my visit to Tibet..

. He ‘was least interested in-

' - knowing -anything.‘about. Tibet

and- we parted after: a- farmal
talk  of JSne. or two minutes.’”,
(Vol II, Preface) ' .
The least said about. this sta-.
te of affairs the better. .
Howeuer, Rahulgt,

this long and strenuous work:
of enormous historical value,
particularly in the background:
of the growth of Asian solida-
rity. But. when the question
of selecting the - best book
‘came . another farce was re=
peated, not. totally unconnec-
ted with the doings ' of the
bufeaucracy, ‘this time. only
‘on- a higher administratwe
- and ‘academic] level. :

1t is learn that out of twenty- .
-three persons who were asked -
to give - their verdict on books -

only thirteen responded. Out of
these thirteen two voted only

for Urmila by Pt. Balkrishna '

Sharma Naveen and' refused’ to
vote -for any other - books.
Among the remammg eleven,

_the largest number ' of votes,
came for Madhya Asia Ka Itihas. .

Ramadhari Singh-Dinkar’s San-
skriti Ke Char Adhyaya, certain
novels, . 'some books:of literary
criticism, -etc., were also in the
fleld of competmon

Even - after: Madhya ‘Asia Ka

Itihas. had received the largest .

number of votes certain people,
the “mtellectual" elder-brothers.
of the bureaucrats, servile and
impertinent, shallow and pedan-
tic; bloated with their pride of

fighting Communism questioned’ - _
the “antecedents” of the author.

of the great book, Madhya
Asia Ka Itihas, and tried to

prove the "worthlessnfss" of the -

book.

waever, thene was. a rxft in
their own camp. and even a per-
son like- S. H. Vatsyayana, who

cannot be mistaken for a Com= ,
munist sympathiser even' by a:
‘blindman, had to vote for Ra~’

hulji’s book. As a last resort
very cheap argument was ad-
vanced—that
Char- Adhyaya . contains an”in-

troduction by Pandit Nehru and-

as such was'the most deserving.

book. However, it is said, the

.argument was discounted by the

President of the Academy hini-;

self.
That is how good sense tnum—

phed over the cold war un-'-

leashed against-this book. -

Rahulji is not only. d great,
"has time, - -
_into the. .

"' literary figure but .
_and again plunged
mass movement and been re--
warded for this. by several
jail sentences. Both his love
for culture and his unity with

the masses has. made him .an.
the,

honoured - member - of
Communlst Party.

‘I will conclude with : the;

words of Sri Shiva Pujan Sahai,-
the veteran Hindi writer:
-“Looking back. to- the servi-

done. by any one single writer.-

It would not be .enough to° con-

sider him an extraordinary wri-

ter; he is in fact a renowned;

llterary mstxtutlon

dtd,go. :
to Tibet and .did - complete. -

“Sanskriti - Ke:

: —nm\snr-_

“ces: of Rahul Sankrityayana in.
the field of literature one finds -
chat the variety and amount ot
work he has done, has not beer






