Whiteﬁwashingﬂn qliil'y

. - An explosion takes place i @ mine. Nobody knows

~how many miners: have been killed. Beyond doubt the
.- mine-owners have been -violating every code, regulation -

and tule under the Mines Act. Yet the Court of Enquiry,
appointed- with a High Court Judge, gives them a clean
bill. The Department-of Mines o whose” efficiency and
honesty depend the lives of our miters and.s .
- gives help all along the line to suppre
mine-owners” violations and get ¢ gooq!

. for them. -~

. I T‘is amazing * that - such
© .~ things can still happen. Byt
1 is exactly what happened
in ‘the Chinakuri Coalmine in
West Bengal, |
: ‘The explosion in Chmakuri !
pits 1. and 2 took place-at 9,15

the night of February 19
1958.  Rescue ‘operations were'

. . undertaken after an undye de- .

lay ‘of three hours and
then only one gven

- being sent down ata time. None

. operations,

leader of. ‘the réscue team had’

seen fire inside while th
leacjer denied: any- :;uc:l"xe o
) m;h mine was’then fldoded.

bere have been aceidents i

‘1nd1a1: "Mmines ‘before, e
one a 'Chin_akuriwasthebi-
gest in our history, in a im'fe
.owned-.'by_ the biggest owners in
the private sector, the Byitigh.
managed B‘engal-Coal,Compa-
By (Managing Agents: Andrew
- ¥ule) whose claim it -ig that

;- -.Chinakuri-ig- the b .
_mine in India,  ©orcdupped

At the time of -the’ dcdident,  owners and Miies ‘Inspectorite.

- the first official g
‘ Algures had pla-
ced the death roj] at 183.'L§t12r
it went up 10186 4nd theq
.lc,i;nisdom %6 176. The num-
-OFT-has gone on changi i
~then, and by the ne of T
- Teport of the Court, it was:

- “But on the data available, it

but the -

rescue team was .

truth, abet the.

fpreres

things could have been found
out. But when the dewatering -

operations were taking place,
some time in" May, not oné re-
presentative of the - workers

was allowed to go down.. The

presiding  officer of .the Court,
Justice Mr. S.'N. Guha' Roy,
1C.S,, had-at first ordered that
representatives of: the workers’
organisation . should .be. present

But when the Counsel for the

-owners objécted saying the
‘mine was private property, the
‘objection was upheld and the

*power to allow the workers’ re-

Court ruled that. -it had no

‘presentatives to ‘be present.

" the number of eap lamps ang

1amps ‘other than ‘those sup-

plied to supervisory staff, found _

underground on re-entry.”
" What is the truth?nhg;e”was
o way ‘of finding out. .
. The first thing"that the De-
partment of Mines doeg after
. adx: Aaccident of this
eck up casualty figures and
Carry on'a preliminary investi-.
- Eation under the. Mines At
procedure ‘had been fg].

type is to’

.. lowed in' all aceiderjts  §
: in .
past. And it is a rather si.'i‘?f

- According . to regulations, th'.
.mine has to keep apn ai‘t’endte
| ance register in a cabin at the

plt_'top in ‘which is entered the -

hame ‘of every worker b
e goes underground. Once e
‘humber of workers under-

:ground i known and the num-

ber rescued, the

ea;,ily’be fixed, y

ut in Chinakuri the Min

Department - did' nothing of theﬁ

d—for reasons all tpo. 0b-

| . vious. The mine gid not have
an attendance clerk. I¢ had a
~lamp register\—which_ is entire-

Iy different from the attendafice -
Tegister-and kept in a room at_ ¢

,.2 distance from .the atten-

dance cabin. : Thig lamp register '
Wwas totally. unreliable. Even the

Sou.r_t of Enquu'y had to say,
‘the. exact figures of lamps that

" Were available for use on Febe.
ff . Tuary 19,° when the explosion.
i took place does not- appear in . §

 any of the documents,”" .
" Whatever' evidence = could

t ‘have been available from the -

mine was mostly destroyed by

§l the flooding. Even then, certain S,

death ‘roll can

. Hundreds of workers had
‘déed inside the mine. What-
ever evidence could be got of .
~ how many were killed and

" what was the cause of the

accident was inside. But.wor-
kers’ - représentatives could
not go inside to find. it. The
sanctity of private property
' “became paramount -and . the
entire dewatering operations
were done, the. location - of
- lamps, dead bodies, machin-
ery, ‘exploders, etc, took
‘place in ‘the absence of wor-
‘kers’ . representatives., - For
whatever was fourd under-.
‘ground, the Court and the
people were dsked to rely on

nes -
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the reports and ground plans

" prepared and presented - by
" Mr. R. Rosser, Chief Mining

~ Engineer of the Bengal Coal

“Company itself and the Mines - :
: - - - -brought up had. died.:Much:la-""
ter, Mr. Rosser regorted  that.-

" Depattment. -

. The Court, while ruling ' that
‘workers’ -representatives: cannot
g0 underground, had_appointed

a ‘neutral observer, Dr. G. N..

Badami, to- be- present-‘during

sented it ‘to the Court. But

‘whenever this conflicted ~ with
the -facts as presented by Mr. -

Rosser, it was  the : Company
official’s version ‘that was  ac-

“cepted by the Court, not that

of its own neutral observer. Dr.
Badami's observations were re-
jected without even asking him
a question.

_Apart from all this, the facts
presented by Mr. Rosser him-
self should have led the Court
‘to thinK that everything was
nét above board. o
" “Mr. Rosser had submitted
the Courta set of ground plans
~—one complete and others sec-
tional—of the affected pits at
the time of dewatering, giving
the positions of the dead bodies
wherever they were found with
or without skulls, He had also
summarised the facts. which
were ‘supposed to have

shown by the. plans.r

together 'with . those . _of the . ‘the dewatering of ‘the mine. He -

" did firid somie evidence ‘and pre-

been:

In his summary, Mr., Rosser
$aid: there. were 164-dead bo-
--dies with skulls, six dead bo-
dies without "skulls, Tty
" Five of those rescued and:

.ane more dead, had been found
—making altogether a death
roll of 176. This was the own-
ers’ figure and Mr. Rosser -had

it this : ;
- But the Court need have only

‘gone through the plans instead .-

of relying entirely on the.com-
pany officials’. summary to find

the truth—or at least that the -

truth was nof.what was_ being.
presented by the
spokesmety, | . e
. This is the story - that the
‘plans tell—plaris prepared by
Mr.. Rosser himself and- pre-
sented by him to the Court: 164
‘dead bodies = with skulls, 24
without skulls® (Rosser’s  sum-

mary said), 28 recovered from

the 9 dip area (this plan. was
not submitted.at all), five died
-on the surface: total‘killed 218.
"' Whatever the owners said,
_the Court could have edsily
seen from the blueprint.and
the plans submitted by the
owners themselves that 216.
_dead bodies-existed. Even that
‘dsmotall., .0
Mr. Rosser had -admitted in

PN

N Februaﬁ/ .25, 1958,

accident, Communist . M.P.

- Parvatt  Krishnan' “sgid in
_ the Lok Sabhg, after a visit
to Chinakurs: S
“I hgd also been to the
.ared_and I found that after
the Minister’s visit and after

“and recorded .’ their - state-

. ment:o intimidate the work-
.. ers- from. giving further in~
- formation ‘before the Court
- of Enquiry that is to be set
up. So what I would plead

" with the Hon. Minister - .is

workers from such intimida-
“tion, s0 that they will come
forward and.givq open evi-

six.days after the mine -

‘he_met some of the workers

i-ments, there is..a. -tendency
.on the side . of .the: manage--

. that steps should be  taken'
in order to . safeguard . the

[

! Does Nandaji remember his promise?.

, . dencé, as has already been

done when we had gone
" theve.” v
To this, -Labour Minister
Nande replied: “Rega‘rdingy
the .question of intimidation .
I spent & considerable time
. there in that area. I have':
et @ number of workers. 1
-have spoken to them and 1
have told them that they
‘can fully rely on us with re- ‘
gard . to their pogition and
that anybody will be free
without any kind of hind~
rance to have their say be-
Jore the Court  of Enquiry
and there will be no penali-
sation on that account. I can
" assure the House on  that:
scpre.”" o g . .
“N. C. Dutta Roy twas the

Conveyor - Fitter-In-Chargel.dence and see' that ..Sni
in Chinakuri. He was .the' Dutta Roy is reinstated? .

<

Company. .

'}

S L
only witness from the work-. .
ers’ side who gave evidence
before the Court of Enquiry. -

. On December 1, his incre-
ment was ‘stopped by - the
Company. This was imme-
diately brought to the La-
bour Minister’s notice by the
Union. Later he was trans-
ferred. from the .pit. .

. A" question was asked -in .
Parliament and Deputy La- .
bour'Minister Abid . Ali said
he had no knowledge of vic-
timisation. e

On_December- 26, Dufta
Roy was dismissed by the,

Witl Sri Nanda remémber -
his promise that nobody will -
be penalised’ for giving evi-.~

-which started subsequent 0

explained the:plans’to exactly”

‘company .

i -

% ARREST THE CULPRITS
% PUNISH THE ﬁmm@ i

NATIONALISE THIS BRITISH - MMVA@EJ@MENE

this report on:the dewatering:
-“It i3 also possible that some

of the bodies were partially or -

entirely consume,
initial .explosion’?
. And the Co

| Y be 'lying
under 'the debris stil - fo° be

‘cleared,’ and some . 'may. have .-
been so crushed and ~ mixed -
with the debris as to be really .-

incapable of identification  as
‘human; skulls,” -

.+ The conclusion- should ob- _

viously have been - that the. ' -

. number of killed was - ‘more
- than| 216—not . less. And the

t down to suit the vwners,

. The ;0wners had resorted to
‘plenty’:of what in very - mild-
-language can be called irregu- o
press their figure of

larities 'to
176.

have a Man Power Distribu-

tion Plan prepared atthe begin~-

ning of every month. The Com-
pany presented fo the Court

what was said:te be.the Nor= . -

mal .Man Power Distribution

Plan for February ° (Owhers’:
Document No. 1) which :show- .-
ed that 176 workers weré em- .-
ployed during the ‘second shift
during the month—exactly the. L
same figure as the number : of .

dead. Oné ~ Company official,
Mr, Taneja said it .was just

coincidence, but another oficial, -

‘Mr. Vasudeva, temporary man.

:Court’s fob was to find  out . -
010, many ‘more, not to bring . -

Every mine is expected ﬁo

ager ‘'who gave evidence  after - ..

Mr. Taneja, admitted that the

plan had been made after the . =

-accident on February:19. This
- evidence was before the Court,

still it would not reject . the

- management’s version and’ ex-
. pects 'the .people to believe tha

only ‘176 were killed.. - . o

" Even if the

ers had -7
some  {interest i:mmg'this, 3

.~ what was the Department of
-. Mines. doing? Did it nof have
. a résponsibility ‘to find  out'

. the truth? Or at least nohat-

ever of it that could be got
at? But the Mines: Depart-
ment behaved. scandaglously

- just as’ the owners had done. _

and to hélp them out.

First of 3ll,. the Department -

did not make any enquiry into

the casualties, as it should *have* -

done right at the beginning. Its
report did not mention this fact
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Il—m COMMON PEOPLE OF
the Punjab_are in ac:

" tion .against the unpopu-
" lar policies’ of their

, ‘haughty ralers, long used
7 i S : ‘to turning a deaf ear to
S0 .. . ¢ itheir grievances and demands, Two mighty mass move-
i .7 § iments, thelike of which Punjab has not witnessed after

FAET I PR {Independence, are simultaneously sweeping through
S the villages and towns of the State. ..~ :
4. . . 31 The Punjab peasantry, under the leadership of the
NN Kisan Sabha, is in action against the so-called “better-
-~ 7 $iment levy” to -be arbitrarily realised through an
. ., °. .. § Ordinance for the use of waters from the Bhakra, even
o1, $:before the peasantry has garnered any actual gains.
- & > 3 Even the AICC Economic Review has to admit, “The
Wl . 3! Punjab peasant already saddled with such impositions
.- 1., . 8'as land revenue, local rate, water-rate, advantage rate,

T 77t ¢ihas resented the Ordinance.” - . . v
S0 7 8 ‘The Kisdn Sabha and .our Party have submitted
© "3 'memoranda making constructive alternative suggestions

. under which. the State. Government

. . the Centre ‘not -only - the yearly interest charges but
. " $also ‘the .capital cost within 40-50 years, .“a shorter
o - period than any ‘other such project.” :

% The Kairon Goverriment had calcalated that aiter
announcing the reduction of the levy by about half, the
DS . peasant may yet grumble but will pay up and take the
. - % Ordinance lying down. It did not know the temper -of
' o the industrious peasantry long and eagerly waiting for -
% ‘the waters from the famous. Bhakra-Nangal Project for
" $ its parched fields. The dhols beat in the pights, prabhat
“pheris begin at dawn, announcing d
 of the Jalsa of-the day, from which start other jathas;
¢ tg stir up the surrounding villages and all together
$ marching towards the district town. o
..y . The State Congress headquarters
: 3 Press of its plan to launch a “counter-offensive” but
S

they have not dared ‘hold-a single public meeting or
‘demonstration. The Congress
fix, with its own peasant base
rural members expressed
-their utter helplessness. More, the kisan section of the

"met in secret session and the
. % PCC has passed a resolution demanding the postpone-

ment of the levy by two years. -

“of the usual official propaganda _succeeding that the
Communists were out to make political- n:
the Congress Government, the mass of .the Punjab

itself in action and the peasant

peasantry is uniting actic
workers. of the Cdngress are being themselves compel-
led to voice the justice of peasant
united mass movement and for a just'demand vcannot'.

The men at Chandigarh and New Delhi
the resurgent peasantry of the Punjab. " ,
g The Government Ordinance is .enough fo put the

but succeed. . " Del
used to issuing diktats will have to come io terms thh
- 8. peasantry against planning-and grand projects, Bhakra-
Nangal would have meant to them-just
: to claim the-Bhakra waters fo .
"8 help them! increase food production, they are prepared
‘ just share‘and make such national pro-

TR den. Their movement is

R |
‘jects 1€ad to their own ‘welfare and the nation’s deve- -
. . 5'_.

P
to pay their

‘ " The biggest damnation of the Congress regime is that

" even Punjab had to suffer the curse of high prices and

B " lopment. : o » T
o " Punjab is also the proud granary of our country.
food scarcity during recent months, - The Government -

to the Opposition not to exploit the difficult situation
" put taking no serious and concrete measures against
3’ the hoarders. Foreign food had to be rushed from:Delhi
. to keep-the Government-run food depots. open.
the time to implement the policy.
nearer, the hoarders grabi ed more stocks and, keyed
up_prices still higher to blow up the whole policy of
Gfate trading. The situation ‘became tragic beyond
words.. - .- = ' oL
'Our Party in the Punjab boldly took the initiative.
Broadbased Janata Food Committees were formed un-
der whose leadership hunger-stiikes_took place which
. electrified the atmosphere, the people held meetings and

aha in batches has begun and they will
geasmg lin numbers .and filling the jails. The dgzmar}ds
are simple and the only: way to cope with the situation
is to -take effective measures against the ~hoarders,
open food- depots. in ‘rural areas, reduce the pricé of
R 8% heat.to. Rs. 15.a maund (same as in yvernment
. depots), give taccavi loans to rural workers to be able.
S -1 8 4o buy food. - - : oo Lo
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.. who has spent thirty years
can pay back to’ -

. this article—if she is too

the time and place -
‘talked to the

Goverpment is'in a real |
shaken. The Punjab PCC .

A new and unique situation has developed. Instead "~ -

capitpl against

demands. - Such a. -

another ‘bur: .

8D the newly-clected Presi-

.-announced her programme.
 part of her programme is

 win bagk Kerala for the

."the ‘organisation in- that

. . Smt.

- Smt, Gandhi is that before

. carrying already, she should

- many fighters for freedom
. in jail and outside....

" ‘the Communist Party.

" gtation. I remember it even

" Namboodiripad.” . |~
«1 had heard of him ear-

" . der as a member of the
All-India Congress Com-
mittee. That ‘wanted’ man
of those days is the Com-

. munist Chief Minister of -
Kerala today ” ) )

And. what has happened, .
.to the Congress? Let Sri
Pillai answer the._question :

“Many such vanguard
fighters of the -freedom-
struggle : who had- stood
firm under the Congress
flag left the Congress and a

* . large number of ‘Indepen- .
“dent Travancore-w
and communalists crowded
into’ the Congress. (The re-
ference is .to those pedple
who supported the slogan

. WINNING KERALA .
BACK |
MT. INDIRA GANDHIL

"dent. of the Gongress, has

to “make special efforts to

Congress.” She is to miee
prominent Congress leaders
of Kerala “to devise ways
and means . to strengthen

State.” A ‘
. Gandhi = wouldn't
have heard of Athanat Ka-
runakaran Pillal. But . in
certain areas of Travan-,
core, he -is regarded as a
veteran Congress’ worker
~raised by the then Dewan

of the State, Sirx C.-P. *
Ramaswamy Iyer. They
were the strongest oppo- -

of his life in the service of
the nation as a staunch
‘Congressman. :

Sri Pillal recently wrote
an article in &, Malayalam

struggle for democracy.) . .
daily and my Trequest to EE v

«Were this going out and
coming in accidental? Post-
1947 experience shows it is -

* not so. : :
" «pt - first, honest. Con-
gressmen felt . helpless at
this metamorphosis taking
place in the Tongress; still

_ they tried for some time to

. rally the massg behir;;i tt%e
' t glance through the . Congress and* libera e

at least glance b e . organisation from the vest-
from the article. . - - C ed. interests. L -

Writes St PIlal: o © . WHEN. CONGRESS.
RULED - -

to know intimately and

work enthusiastically with -~ = )
. “But these attempts were
of no avall, The Kerala

Congress had - already . be-
come & .‘fortress’ of the
vested interests. Landlords,
managers of Church
schools, - village oppressors
~ .and industrial- magnates

* stood -on guard to defend
this fortress.”. )

The Congress then be- '
came the ruling party and
matters went from bad to
worse. This is what Sri Pil-
1ai has to say: -

«when the Congress lead-

* ers were the rulers here for
ten long years, did they not
do anything for anybody?
Yes, they did something
for some people. Though !

she begins- her confabula-
‘tions with Kerala Congress
:leaders,- she -should read - -

busy, loaded as she is with
the responsibilities of Con-
gress presidentship apart
from all the burden she was .-

«Surprisingly - énough i
am seeing a majority of
them now in the of .

“In 1942, I was arrested
together with another Con-
gressman for law-breaking
and taken to the Kayam-
_kulam police station. Isaw . .
‘the picture of a lean person
posted ‘on the walls of the

now. Below the picture was
.announced.: :
‘A reward of Rs. 5,000
will be given to any
_person who helps to
arrest this man, known
as “E. M. Sankaran
anwwwvw" POV VIV VIR

Our Party has been traditionally weak in the cities 3

" of the Punjab. The Congress Government relied upon

went. on making complacent statements and appealing .

of State trading came:

dmonstrated in unprecedented numbers, Now satya- .

P

- by our Party
. with the people—angry and hungry.

" for refusing to pay the betterment levy and contribute

‘greeting and -organising receptions

. . X . ,

" the greater political infiuence of the pro-trader Jan
_Sangh and the undoubted Congress influence and ignor-

ed the ‘pressing and constructive representations made
and others. It now finds. itself face to-face

The Congress Government had -also .tried the pro-
paganda line to turn- the city folks against the rural
1o national development. Now it is witnessing that in
actual practice the common people in the cities are

to kisan jathas that
come trooping in. Real fraternal solidarity is- being
forged between the common people of the urban and
rural Punjab. - ... C _ S
. People outside Punjab have long been used to the
sad news of communal Akali and-Jan Sangh move-
‘ments poisoning_the political atmosphere. in B}lagat
-Singh’s ‘homeland. What now comes from there: 1s ‘the
proud ‘and inspiring’ news of united’ popular mass
movements that are at present purifying and sweeping
through our border State, strengthening and uniting
‘its democratic and patriotic elements. We. greet the
cadres and leaders of our Party in the Punjab who
have played their proud ‘part’ in’ transforming and ¢
uplifting the whole political situation In the Punjab. .- $
. : ' ' (February 10)

NEW AGE . | : ..

. ‘AIW PP PIPIPPINIS PPN PAPNNIIISS

- of Indepéndent Travancore . .

nents of the State’s people’s

" they @id not distribute a

-

" “culations. The Congress in

-they wanted to inject new

“wn

. -rise again. The people will

" national reconstruction
over the_ fallen body of the !

_ meeting the Chackos and
- Panampillys to* win Kerala
" back for the Congress, my
" the distinction .of becomihg

" “presided over .the winding |

.events.....

cent of land among the
1andless, they got as much
Government land registered
in their names as was pos--
sible.: MLAs and Mandalam
Congress. leaders divided
among themselves hilly:
tracts and -backwaters in
the name of their ‘sacri-
fice’... R :
«on the question of divid-
ing spoils, there were daif- .
ferences -of opinion among’
the leaders which offen led

. to factional fights. And on

all such occasions, -oceus -
pants of Ministerial chairs -
changed.:.. : )
«Thus ten years passed
and the people: decided to

"’ put an end to this experi-

ment. When the time io
give their verdict came;’the
supreme tribunal, the pea-
ple, decided to remove the
Congress from office. h¢
people decided to put th

Communist Party there, the
Party which had given.its

would not depart from the
interests of the people.”. -
LUNATIC |
TACTICS .
Did this, at léast, become

a"good lesson for the Con-.
gress? No, says Srl Pillal :

“The Congress organisa- "R

tion in Kerala could have
become a model for opposi-
tion parties’ in other
States.. .. R

«But Congress leaders lost
even that opportunity. Thus-
they smashed even the last
hope of sincere Congress
supporters. ) o .
« -«Instead of acting as a
responsible opposition, they
made some wonderful cal-

‘Kerala adopted utterly lu-
natic tactics in the last two
years, '

. “Instead of - trylng " to
come . back to power by
regaining people’s - trust,
their plan was to recapture
power by getting the Cen- -
tral Government to remove
the Kerala Ministry....

“When the hope of Cen-
tral. intervention faded.

morale into their followers

by etving the call for a Iib- . i
eration struggle. Then fol- ‘fzd -

lowed the oné-anna boat |
fare agitation, law-break-
ing, etc. People could ‘not
have forgotten these recent
. “Some Congress leaders’
think that national recons-
truction can wait till they
come back to power. The
result will be that the Con-
gress will - become a back-
.number and be crushed,
Then it will not be able to

then be marching, raising
high the victory banner of

Congress.”

It, after Teading  this,
Smt. Gandhi still insists on

«advice, for what it 1s worth;
will. be : Don’t try to earn

the Congress President who

up. of - the

Congress in
Kerala. R

- word of honour that it -

. " _DIARIST |,

: @CCUPYING the_ presiden-

<,

" INDIA WINS FREEDOM—Maulana Abul Kalam

. .. Azad. Orient Longmans. Price: Rs. 1250, {)eltf.‘nat hedhad Abclaenlet,dovw,n
B TR ‘naturs PRy T - by everybody, Including. Gan-.
-~ It is- but natural that this autobiography of one . Nel d Patel.~ Had

_6f.,the topmost national leaders should attract country-
. wide attention. The late Maulana Azad was the Presi-’

dent of the Congress at the most critical period in the’
- struggle for.lndian‘freedom.' oo L
unity. Thé autobiography

tial position.from 1938 to. reveals the story of the.grim

_ came a fact and the: Maulana

they only followed his adviee,’

had they only .accepted his
plan, worked = out in detail,
there _would - have been no
partition—this is what we are
serlously and solemnly told by
-Azad.. : :

1946, the Maulana bore’ the

._brunt of guiding the Congress

and -the national struggle

during the days of the Second .

World War, the 1942 Quit
.Indig movement and the nego-

. tiations with the British Gov-

ernment following i, nego-

tiations which culminated on -

the one hand In the fateful
partition of India, and on fhe
other hand the independence
of - the country from British
power. oo

These years were the ecul-

mination of the accumaulated -

- ‘achievements of generations
_of Indians since the Great
Ecbellion of 1857 -and thry

. -encompassed in the resuits
_-all that was noble and glori-
- ous in the Indian struggle
as well as much that was
sordid and mean. Hence the
contradictory . character -of

the achievement—independ-.

- ;ence and partition.

"Wno then could be a more.
authoritative person to wrlg
about these years and give us
a clearer insight into.the his-
toric happenings ‘of  these
years? . The autobiography
deals’ with precisely these
years—the part ‘dealing with
the earlier and recent years,
was yet to be written but death
snatched away the Maulana
before he could write them.

And yet it must be recorded

sthat the autoblography both
in 1ts style and content fails.

_ to rise to expectations, failing

to maintain .the high literary
and political standards set by
his predecessors. in. the fleld—

© Mghatma' Gandhi ‘and- Jawa-.

harlal Nehru. ~The fact that
the Maulaps has spoken and
- Sri Humayun Kabir has tran-
slated his thoughts into writ-
ing has itself done away with
the . subjective. reminiscent
charscter of the book.  The
small ‘incidents of dally life,
the small changes: in political

. life, which in an autobiogra-

‘phy form the setting for big

events and which fasten big .

events on the memory,” the
interweaving ;subjective expe-
riences and personal incidents
with social developments, are

- almost totally lacking, reduc-~

ing - the autobiography to a
blograp_hy.' s -

Al Honour .
‘To Them

" No person in India, no leader.

of the national movement was
so much hated and vilified by

the League communalists“as

the late Maulana Azad. What
it cost~ him to - continue to
champion the cause of Indlan
nationalism ~ only Azad can
tell. The great“trials and suf-

- ferings which nationalist Mus-

-lims had to undergo.in cham-
pioning the cause of Indian
freedom - and - Hindu-Muslim
-unity Rave been hopelessly:
underestimated ' by national -
historians. - Vilification, social
ostracism by the Muslims,:
accompanied by a feeling of
indifference ‘and even suspi-
clon’ from some of the natfon-.
alists * were “their .lot. All
honour~ to them -that they
stuck to the national banner
"through thick and thin.

- Amongst the most out-

standing of them was Mau-

lana Azad, whom nothing

- could shake from the accep-

- ted path of national free-

. dom.~ and ' Hindu-Muslim
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- “fight' “of this champion of

national. freedom for pre~
serving the unity of India.

Opposition to the partition-
-ing of the country and pre-

. servation -- of ‘the unity of.

‘India was an article of faith
with the Maulana, and it is
pathetic to see him clinging
“to it when that unity was
~ already lost and division had-
become a fact. | o
‘As late as Apri}-15, 1946, he
-declared : “I:have considered

from every possible point: of.

view the scheme of Pakistan

as formulated by the Muslim" '/

League. . Considering -the

- scheme as a whole, T have

- Wi

“come. to the.conélusfon that

it is harmful :not only for -
Iridia as a whole:but for Mus-

lims in! particular.”
He firther declared, “When
. India attains her destiny, she
will forget the present chapter
of ¢ommunal suspicion - and
‘conflict and face the problems
of modern life from a modern

.point of view..Differences will - -

° no doubt persist, but they w{ll.
be economic, not communal.
Opposition - among political

parties will continue, but they -

will be based, not on religion
but on economic and political.
issues. Class and not commun-
ity will be- the basis of future.
alignments and policies will be
..shaped accordingly.” (p. '145),
Robust .
“Nationalism _ '

The Msulana was reliving
the dream -of his . younger
years—a ‘dream which every
nationalist had hugged to his.
heart. . This hope was tho-
roughly unreal on the eve of
partition and yet this unreal
hope was the full measure of.
the robust nationelism and
passion _for -unity .of ‘this
eminent Indian. S

-Azad’s shock was great when
one by one his colleagues of
the Working Committee, the
staunch opponents of - Pakis-
tan  and: partition, began. to
give way. These realist col-
leagues of his saw earlier than
-him that they were caught in
a trap, that between the Lea-
-gue with its mass following
and the British, - they .were
held in & double vice and re-
duced’ to impotence-and the
only escape was partition. - -

. We have it on Azad’s autho-
rity that Liaquat Ali Khan as
Finance -Minister made it im-
possible for Sardar Patel, the
Home Minister, to appoint
even a chaprasi without his
consent. . His budget directed
against capitalists, most . of
whom were Hindus, frightened
the - bourgeoisie and’ their
Congress champions. ~ Sardar
‘Patel was 'the first to accept
the idea of partition followed
by . Jawaharlal. - -Maulana’s
‘shock- was; the greatest when
even Gandhiji ‘acqulesced -in
partition. He even toyed. with
the absurd suggestion of Gan-
dhiji to- ask' Mr. - Jinnah - to

_form 'the Ministry in an effort
to avoid partition..

But the inevitable
take place. The partition be-

«

lhad to '

. ''This indomitable faith-in
one’s own power of curing the
ills ‘of an entire nation and
people is really nalve "and
touching; it is subjectivism
carried to its logical absurdity.
‘Nonetheless it shows the Mau-
lana’s deep emotional attach-

ment to united India. His re- .

fusal to- accept partition, his
belief that it can be avoidéd
by petty adjustments in 1946,
itself ' betokens his deep .at-
tachment to the cause.
. After partition, another
blow_fell on Maulana, He
became almost a mute spec-
‘tator of the massacre and

MAULANA AZAD’S “}
| NS FREEDOM

sufferings of thousands of

where. ..The blood-baths
enacted in India and Pakis-
tan broke this man who had.
“braved many a British ter-
-. ror. And worst of all, per- -
haps, was the shock’ that
some of his colleagues, the .
high-priests of nationalism,
were tainted by compfiunal-
ism and were utterly callous .
to the sufferings of Muslims;
that some of them regarded
the Muslims ‘as hostages.
In the past, the Communist
Party had occasion to unmask
some of these very leaders and
charge them with aiding and-

abetting communalism. :+ Now .
- Azad delivers a caustic judge- - o4
ment -on ‘some -of his col-

leagues : . .
“Sardar Patel was the Home
Member, and as such the Delhi
administration was  directly
under him. As the lists of
murder and arson grew longer,
Gandhiji sent for Patel and
asked him what he was doing
to stop” the carnage. Sardar
Patel tried to reassure him by
saying that the reports which
he was receiving were grossly
exaggerated. . In fact, Patel
went to the extent of saying '
that the Muslims had no cause

for complaint or fear. I dis-

tinctly remember one occasion
when the -three of us. were
sitting with Gandhiji, Jawa-
harlal said with-deep sorrow -
that he could not tolerate the
situation .in- Delhi, where
. Muslim citiZens were being
killed like cats and dogs. He
felt humiliated that he:was
helpless. and could not save
them. His consclence would
not let him rest, for what
answer . could he give when
" people, complained of these
terrible happenings? Jawahar-
1al repeated several times that
he found the situation intoler-
able and -that his consclence
would not let him rest. - -
“We were completely taken
aback by Sardar Patel’s re-
action. At a time when Mus-

lims were being murdered In '’

Delhi in. open daylight, he.
calmly . told Gandhiji - that

Jawsaharlal’s complaints were -

incomprehensible.. . Jawahar-

“ lal remained speechless for

‘some moments and then turn-
ed to Gandhiji in despair. He
'said, if these. were’ Sardar
Patel’s views, he had no com-
ments to make” -

_undertake his fast to expall- .
- NEW AGE

-

Muslims in Delhi and: else-

When Gandhiji’ decided to -

o

N

B. T. BA

ate the sins through his own
sufferings, -Patel ‘sald - that
Gandhiji was- acting as'if he,

Sardar Patel, was for the’

murder of the Muslims, Gan-
dhiji Tepled: “I am. not in
China now but in Delhi. Nor

have I lost my eyes and ears. :

1f you ask me to disbelieve the
testimony of my own eyes and
ears, and tell me that Muslims
have no cause for complaint,
+1 surely cannot-convinee you
nor can you convince me:..

Patel - alinost - shouted = back’

“What:is the use of -my: stay-

ing? Gandhiji is not. prepared .

to listen to  me. He. seems
determined to blacken the
name of the Hindus.’ ™ (p. 217)
There is nothing. surprising
if the Maulana got the biggest
shock of his life: listening :to’
this talk of his colleague- in
the national movement.. .
- The Maulana had sung the
virtues of the mnational

- movement and the Congress.

te the Musl@m people, Now

DIA

.- under the first Congress
regime he was a heipless
spectator of the . sufferings
of the Muslim people and
found some of his colleagues
exchange the national out-
look for a communal out-
look. Though Gandhiji fast-
ed, and brought about an
immediate change in Delhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru ‘strove
and many others worked: to

-“heal the wounds, the shock
" eould not be absorbed.

Disillusionment
& Frustration

. The Maulana seemed.to car- -
with him a bitter sense of .
.disappointment, = disillusion-

ment * and. frustration. He
gradually got.estranged 'from
everyone of his colleagues and.
became a lonely figure. A
tragic end to a life devoted.to
national freedom. His auto-
biography is stamped with this
loneliness, estrangement -amd
frustration which is expressed
inevitably in- an exaggerated

-

~ League in UP,; for that wouid .

" cal agrarian legislation. -

: e o L
NADIVE. Beviews . -
. importance ° attached to his - . P
. own role. o S

* . Notwithstanding Azad’s sin- -

cere efforts for Hindu-Muslim - -~ .
unity, | his - understanding of . —
. this vital problem seems to S
have been thoroughly super-

ficia]. ‘He carried the illusion, ~
" earlier shared by all Congress

jeaders, that the Hindu-Mus- .

lm problem could be solved . T
by & féw adjustments at the .- = T Y
top. like larger proportion in - . L
services or some other. com- o S
promise for sharing power. . .. - :
Hence his superficial remark | .-
that had Jawaharlal Nehru-.
" agreed - to coalition -with the e
League in 1937, Mr, Jinmah's- " ! A
influence would not have de-
veloped; or had Nehru not
issued his Press statement in:
1946 on. the Cabinet -Mission, =~ -
‘Jinnah would not havegotthe . . ... . .. :
excuse to press for partition Co
a‘x;d it could have. been avoid- )
ed.. : : - <
To judge big social -move- -
ments by the . yardstick: of ST
_ individual incidents or perso- . N )
.nal behaviour and approach- .~ -
es reveals a touching naivety ) o
in one who was:supposed to- .- ;
lead the natfor: In 1937, the P
- democratic Left coirectly op- ’ s
posed! coalition with the .. -

have meant slowing down the
fight against the Government.
. Political prisoners were yet to ° ..
be released; people  wanted
land reforms .and-to use the -
Ministry for further consoli-
dating the forces of national
struggle. This was, of - course,
_not posisble in coaliticn with
the League. The opportunity =
to-win over the Muslim mass-
es ‘was lost not because-there
was no- coalition, but because = ~
the Congress Ministry did not
try to push ahead with radi-.

‘The open oppesition of the.
Copgréss_wga,mmtant kisam- . -,
R moyement, ioits continued '
" . compromise with~the land- -
- lords—these played a domi- | -
. nant part in keeping -away e
. the.Muslim agrarian masses - '
. from the Congress and made .
. thenf a helpless prey of the ’
forces of communalism. The ;
.failure to defend the Mustim - .~ "\ ‘-
" peasants. of East “Bengal ' ..
_against .the landlords, a.
... large number of whom were
'Hindus, the opposition to . v
‘tenancy legislation on many: - B
i * SEE PAGE 13. o )
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- which the,

‘| radical.
the scheme by:the U.P. grain-
‘| traders is saidsto be among the
reasons leadxhg to the process *
of rethinking ‘in-the State Gov-

CURSED CQMPLACENCE

THE nnportan’e Budget
Session . of Parliament
has begun. “The Rashtrapati .
has delivered “his_ address.
© ‘The Government glves its
estimate of the situation and
the way forward through his
“‘address. If there is one single
“'word in which the Rashtra-

‘pati’s address can be charac-

* terised, it is_comaplacence. In
the situation of our - country

" ‘complacence. is~ the - worst
.curse, wilful. blindness or just

plam humbug.

~ The daily Press has = given
banner- headline to the objec~
tives of the Third-Plan he has
outhned “A  subtantial in-
crease ‘in_national income, ra-

p1d industfialisation, expansion
. of employment on - a sufficient

scale and a ‘reduction ‘in in-
equalities of income
wealth. The Government will
continue to aid -and support
small and cottage industries.
The témpo of development al-

. ready attained must be main-

_tained.”

“These dre welcome wm'ds ’

I but only words. For, we all
i know that the nature, “tar-
i gets and success of the Third
Plan will depend upon how.

| aware of the crisls of the
| Second Plan and nwhat poli-
! “cles are adopted here - and
! .now to improve the situation.

It is here that the real weak-

ness 'lies, for the Rashtrapa-
ti’s address discloses that the
Government' of  the day pro-
poses_to carry on as before
and there is .no serious sign
“of .an immediate break-
thfough o

[

R oun FOOD

THE most bummg problem

ot the day is food and its :

. rocketing prices. There is. no
awareness of the gravity of the

- situation in = the Rashtrapati's "

address and ‘we. ‘are regaled
with-the story: “The crop pro-.
spects “for 1959-60 are in.re-

freshing contrast to .our plight
‘ the previous year.” In official
statistical terms, this is true.

. But what is the grim reality?

‘The prices.began rising from
last ‘April. The Government did
not fouch the hoarders but

" gave themr a long rope and the

prices- went on mounting. Des-
-pite another harvest - in hand

- the prices" continue to mount.

The only explanatxon of .conti- -

. nued rise in prxces, despite ‘a

good harvest, is that the hoar-
ders are again cornering and
playmg with the stocks to blow
~up the policy of- State trading
Government ~ has
only announced but done no-’
thmg to implement in practice
or even preparé the ground fqr
1t ‘by getting hold of stocks, de-.
‘claring fair price and ‘enforcing
it with all’ the rigour of laws
and the cooperatxon of the peo-
ple

- Despite the decisxon of the
Nahonal Development Council
ion State tradihg, - the - Govem-
ment has been drifting because
of the pull‘of the hoarders, and
the pressure of ‘reactionaries

., ifrom within its own party. The’
“|Hindustan Times
.* 15, carries a story from its Luck-:

‘inow Correspondent which sta~

tes:. YThe Uttar. Prddesh Gov-

. ?_emment is likely to ask-- the
"'Centre to modify its scheme for

!State- trading in foodgrains to
make it more.effective and less
The stiff resistance to

) PAGE FOUR -

and |

~seriously . the Government is -

-tions to village . units.” '

‘February 6 reports:
thusiasm’ that Congressmen ia

fluential - Congressmen

of February.-

There is
“scale. .

emment cu'cles
hoarding on a colossal

The Government, = however, is
“unable to unearth. the hoarded

stock. Official “market experts
are convinced that the traders
have organised  hoarding - to
mark their protest against the
proposed State trading. - The
traders are said to have bought
the stocks from the
and kept them scattered in the

" villages so as to create an arti-

‘ficial scarcity. If the Govern-
ment takes extraordinary steps
to carry .out large scale police

raiding, they will make it un--

popular.”
Adgoumment motions on
the grim situation on the food
“front have been moved in
the West Bengal and - U.P.
_State Assemblies. A wide-
.spread mass. movement i3
growing in the country .and
its peak point is in the Pun-
jab which used to pride itself
as’.the granary of India. It
is this popular ~movement
which alone will compel the
Government to take effective
measures and introduce State
tfadmg .

- LAND AND CO-OPS

“Self-sufficiency in ° food
alone can provide =a satisfac-,
tory solution. To this end, my
Government will seek to pro-
mote agrarian reforms, coope-
ration and devolution of func-
Last
week, the fire-works started by

‘Sri K. M. Munshi, Ranga and

the like showed ug the. weight

and boldness of pro-feudal ele- *

meénts within - the Congress.
There may bé a tendency to
underrate the danger to land

_ reforms after Pandit Nehru's:

rebuff and the Rashtrapati’s
announcement. Even the naive
ought to sit up because Sri

‘Munshi has announced his sa-
" {isfaction with the assurances’.

he has received and because of

the aggressive confidence of re- -

actionaries like him within the
Congress.
Let us take the srtuation in

Bihar. The Times of Indig of
“The en-

Bihar showed for the abolition
of the zamindari system is ab-

sent on-the question of ceilings

on land holdings. . . Sume in-
postponement of the fixation of
ceilings until such time as joint
cooperative - farming - becomes
popular and is- found to be suc-
cessfal”

Cooperdtipes_ before -land

reforms only mean enriching .

the landlords through. co-
operativé facilities -and aid
and strengthening them still

more to be able to blow .up
.all schemes of land distribu-
tion. The land distribution

" ' has to precede and not follow .

.the cooperatives, if they are
to really aid . the peasants,
help build peasant ‘democracy

- and lead to increased produc-

. tion which will really serve
the nation’s needs.

‘Now, 16t us take Uttar Pra-
desh, the biggest State’ in the
.Indian Union. The Lucknow
Correspondent of the Hindustan
Times (February 9) reports:
“The State Government’ might
even seek exemption from the
-Congress - ‘High Command on
the question of ceilings be-

cause the objects of the mea~

sure were 'already being achiev-
ed through the present. system,
of heavy tax on large holdings. »
Obviously, Sri Charan Smgh
and hxs like-have not thrown in

the towel after Nagpur but -

farmers -

* of the

. China, during . our

'23 contained . the story
. Correspondent James Messman,

favour -

" vigorously denied this

are out to- have their way as

much as they can. .

The. same Sri Keshav Dev
Malaviya, who ‘spoke last week
that those who oppose the Nag-

pur resolutions were “reaction- -

aries” and should quit the Con-
.gress, has written this week a
whole article-on {Rationale of
Cooperative Farming”, - in
which he wrxtes' - “China has
chosen the totalitarian method

of collectivising its efforts in-
- the rural  domain.. We do not

wish to do so.” Sri Malaviya
has certainly read the reports
Indian. Government's.
own delegation that went out
to study the Chinese coopera-
tives and he is resorting  to-
anti-Communism - just to as-
suage his own reactionaries and
ideologically- surrendering to
their propaganda offensive in-
stead of meeting and answer-
ing it boldly, the only way to

‘defeat and isolate the gang:

Our indian. Ambassador to
Repubhc
Day . function, however,
in a different tone..: It is the
irony of the Indian situation
that an Indian diplomat can be
more objective..and princxpl_ed
than a leader -of the “Ginger
Group”. of the Congress Party.
One _hopes-that the reports that
the ‘Government-sent delega-
tions will bring from China will
give more understanding and
greater coirrage to the Malavi-
yas within the Congress to
ﬁght and deteat their Murshis.

NATIONAL SECURITY

T HE Rashtrapah’s address is
also very disturbing be-
cause it totally ignores the dan-
ger to our own national secur-
ity from the imperialist -camp
and . their bases around  our
country. ~The Communist
M.P.s are doing a national ser-
vice by rousmg patrxotic vigi-
lance.

The - Daily Mail of February

who wrote from Peshawar that

the U.S. air force men were

building a big Atlas inter-con-
tinental ballistic = -missile base
high in the mountains of Paki-

stan’s North West Frontier Pro-

vince and that the deadline for.
placing the Atlas rockets in- po-
sition was only four months
off. .
Both the USs. Sta.e Depart-
ment and Defence Department
t report,
but what they admitted was
more than enough that the base
being constructed was “merely

part -of ‘a. worldwide communi-

cations system and not missile
te!’ .

Two weeks later, the Ameri-
can ‘magazine Newsweek pub-
lished the story of a “base for
intermediate range missile such
‘as. Thor and Jupiter.... US.
air force sources hmted it is
so.”

The Baghdad Pact Counc11
meeting has only recently been
held in Karachi where decisions
to strengthen the Pact coun-
tries militarily were taken. Ne-
go'aatlons for a U.S.-Pak mili-

" tary bilateral pact are going on. -

All this just does not figure in
the -Rashtrapati’s -address. Has

- not undxgmﬁed craving for U.s.

economic “aid” " ‘blinded the
Congress rulers to the threat. to
our own security and sovere-
ignty from the U.S.. aggressors
and their bases in Pakistan?

The Maldive Islands in ‘the.

Arabian Sea are 1mportant for
NEW AGE

spoke .

' - Congress ~Gopernment

of its .

the secur.ity both of Ceylon not put Indian democracy oﬂ

and India. Théy Lave been re-
‘garded as strategically ‘signific-

‘ant by the Brmsh ‘imperialists

especially since they were for-
ced to withdraw from their mi-
litary bases in. Ceylon. In of-
der to maintain their control
over the islands, the . British
authonties “granted” Maldives

_the status of an independent Re- .

public within the British Com-
monwealth in 1953, and secur-
ed from the then British-back-
ed Government the right’ "to
build military bases there. Sub-

sequently, the people of the is-’
former .

lands overthrew - the
Government and waged a per-
sistent struggle against the esta-
blishment of British bases in
the country. The local inhabi-
tants have been  turned into
coolies workmé for the RAF.
base.

Ahmed Zacki, the Maldivian
Government representative in
Ceylon, in a Press statement on
January 28, reiterated the de-
mand that the Maldivian Gov-
ernment, consistent. with its
position as an indepedent na-
tion wanted acknowledgement
of her full independence as a
pre-condition for discussion- of
detailed. matters - between his
Government and . the United
Kingdom on the - issue of the
establishment of a British air
force staging post there.

The negotiations between
. Maldives and Britain to am-
d ‘the 1953 agreement have
reached -a - deadlock. .The
- has
been too busy welcoming the

British . Royal . Duke to res- .

"pond to our neighbour Mal-
_dive’s just demand’ for indes
pendence and-take due note
of the threat to Indian- secu~
rity that the existence of an
alien base in  the Arabian
Sea implies.

OUR DEMOCRACY

FEW - disturbmg events
have taken place this week,
which show the way the Con-
gress rulers fuhction and play’

with Indian democracy and the
-decencies -of our political life.

. The Government has nomi-
nated the INTUC alone to re-
present India at the.ILO. Even’
the INTUC Chairman in its an-
nual session has shrieked about
the *“challenge°of Communism”™
in--the trade union  field. and
warned his followers that they
are in ‘danger of losing - the
race to the AITUC which on all
accounts is growing all along
the line. When the trade union
movement is divided, how can
the INTUC, dominated by one
political party, - represent the
nation’s labour -in an interna-
tional conference? It is a case
of plain misuse of the authority
of the Govemment to nomi-
nate ‘the INTUC -to represent
India. abroad.

What' a conh'ast is- prov1ded
by the anxlege Motion at the
‘beginning of the last session of
Parliament against Sri EM:S.
Namboodiripad, . Kerala’s - Chief
Minister, and this time against
Sri M. O. Mathai, Sri Nehru's
Special - Assistant! : Last, time
there ‘was tension; passion and
opposition; this time there was
general excitement a sense of
shame, inside the ruling party,
and unanumty History .. has
wreaked its “vengeance soon
enough on the fioor of our Par-
liament, but the gracious words

of the Prime Minister. should

S

- lopment is widespread.

- tional expenences

guard.
It is not evough to formal-

ly and justly arraign Sri Ma- .

. thai and let him =~ get away
“'with @ formal apology. The
point is to probe how .is it

. that- @ mere Mathai

all, to find out all that he did.
© When politically small and
: morally weak men- can find

-an abode and strategic job in -

. the Prime Minister’s set-up,
then the. pro-imperialist ele=

ments -and the vested inte-

. rests can play the role that

théy do. in our national life.

'NATIONAL UNITY

T HE new Congress President
has frankly admitted - that

_the Congress is lagging behind

the Indian people. Even. the

old Congress.:leadership realises .

that it has not been able to de-
liver the goods and that the

- people did not take its claim
of monopoly of patriotism and -

political wisdom for - granted
and that the demand for na-
tional unity for national deve-

cognition of this national senti~

ment is contained in the Rash=

trapati’s address; ‘“Planning is
a' national ‘undertaking requir-

ing the efforts of the whole na- .

tion and the cooperation of all
at every stage.
ment have, therefore, called for

and looked forward to a con- .
. structive, even if -critical, ap-
proach by all and contribution |

in ideas from the different sha-
des of opinion  in Parhament
and outside. To this end, my

Prime. Minister and ‘the Planf-,
seeking -
the cooperation of all' parties.”” *

ning Commission are

Neither the above words nor
the practice of the Congress

Government advance the exist- .
ing position, which is, “please .

give your ideas, we will our-

selves formulate the policy and

our Government will carry -it
out and you should then sup-
port it, that is rational unity"!

Last week Smt. Indira Gan-
dhi began her . career as the

new Congress Preesident: with .
exuberant words about coope-.

ration_of all patriotic and de-
mocratic elements for- develop-
ment. The Old Guard, if the
Rxght-wmg Presg is any real.

_ indication, seems to have : got

alarmed and . taught - her the
paces thé Congress Président
must tread. After the emotion-
ally surcharged inauguration
ceremony, she ~spoke in her

Press Conference, . threw ~ a-
.bouquet -

at the PSP . and
others who are out of the Con-
gress or threaten .to leave it
and invited them to-.join the

Congress, - while she threw an .

old brick at the Communists.
If the new Congress President
cannot break through the old
set-up and ways of the ruling
party its own Right will drag
it towards doom and the Indian
struggle will become more com-
plicated and tortuous, but ine-
vitably - march on  towards. its

. victory under the banner of na-
active -

tional unity, with the
participation ‘of the xCommu-
nists. India cannot go forward

uhder the banner of anti-Com-. -

munism. Those-who fail to see -
. thxs have learned' nothing from’
or interna-’

our own national

(February 11,'1959)
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: could:
reach where he did, say and
write what he did, and above’

Re- .

My Govern-~ -

" Times of January 29:
‘Pakistan Government will now.

‘them ~

- would be included.

" Real Face of :

“acres. of Bavani land.
" had been accepted in'the First
Five-Year. Plan of Paki.stan.

' FEBRUARY 15 1959

destiny”-

Followmg events in Pakistan makes for cymcism. o
It seemsto be a never-never land where the “man of .
—Auyb~and his hand-picked’ gauleiters just-
brmg about one improvement after the other and the
people applaud. It is a sad spectacle—tlus temporary

" eclipse of democracy in a country whose people are
quite literally our brothers. .

?ET’ some tre_nds do appesr,
shaping the events of the

last days of January and the .
first week of this month.

First, the reactions to the N

Ecent Baghdad Pact- meet-
g,
United States OPENLY tfo
guarantee = aggression- ag-

ainst non-Communist coun- -

tries has caused a fair
~amount of resentment, i

Besenlment

- Against U.8.

Typical of such fesentment
1s. the comment of Pakistan

have to reappraise its policy,

- and decide whether. the coun-

try’s. interests.have been serv-

ed by alignment with one’
bloe.”

. . More on the lunatic_ fringe

‘was Dawn’s editorial comment
‘of February 6:
however, be idle for our senior
partners in the Pact to ignore

“the fact that a wave of dis=

illusionment - is sweeping all

. the three ; Muslim countries
because there is a growing -

feeling that -Britaln and’ the

-United States may well let
having:

down after
brought them into these re-

. gional groupings -at the cost

of the hostility of thevother
gide. .

S 'I‘ragic 1t is to see the slaves »
desire for firmer chains! But

complacent and dangerous it

_would be to draw from.this
. the 'conclusion‘that the United

States has given-up Pakistan.
If was a trifle too hotly denied
that American missile ramps

. 'are not going to be set up as-

the influential and well-in-
formed New
ed. Some so.
may well be going ‘on.

In addition, on February 4,
a news-item was prominently

. displayed - that negotiations

for a U.S.—Pak bilateral pact
were proceeding satistactorily.
The Pak officials refused to
comment when asked whether
in this pact guarantees about
non-Communist aggression

Land Reform . —

The second trend In the
events of the past. ten days

“has been the clearer emerg- -
ence of the pattern of agra-

- rian reforms.

Tt is, of course; good that the .
. military administration -has
" begun to talk of agrarian re-
forms—a tribute to.the senti- -
ments of Pakistan’s peasants-
" and other democrats.

However, there is more than

" room for doubt and scepticism.
Cellings of 500 irrigated acres '

and 1,000. non-ifrigated. - In
addition ‘150 acrés of orchard
lands. On top of this an

. allowance .- of 250- acres for
alienation by gift. Convenient-
1y vague are .the provislons

about division of landed pro--
perty among members of the
‘same family.

Even . the Muslim League
Agrarian Reforms Committee
in 1948 had suggested a ceiling
“of 150 acres ifrigated land, 300
acres semi-irrigated and . 450
This

The refusal. of the. -

“The i

“It -would, -

" lands

whlch had also proposed a
ceiling on self-cultivated land.
. Pakistan Times on Febru-
-ary 1 wrote:
-tends to be high. .The om-

garding
makes it worthwhile for the
-“1andlords to use both persu-
_asive and. ‘covertly coercive
metheds to get as much
land vacated from the ten-
ants as possible.”
‘In Punjab (Pakistan) 20 per-

“eent of the rural popiulation

owns 70 per cent of the land

- (.5 per cent holds 20 per

cent), in Sind three per cené

‘owns 49 per cent and quite a
.- few
- over 60,000 acres. Yet in the -

owners have estates of

whole ‘of West Pakistan the

ceiling ~is expected to yléld '

only 45 lakhs acres—20.1akhs

under cultivation and 25 lakhs.

cultivable waste!

l!lagnanlmiiy
'l‘o Land lords

Compensation has been
lnked to an index{pf produc-
tivity—an open sesame for
landlord intimidation and cor-

ruption of the computators of -

productivity. It has .been
arranged in a descending or-.
der which the Pakistan Times
has worked out to average
from = tén times the annual .

rental at the bottom of the

week had report-.. - '
of bargaining

TI-IIS is ‘the- story of how

Prime Minister Nehru-

-bas made a gift of Rs. six
.erores
Rajasthan - with his award

- on thedispute between the
‘State Government and. the

small jagirdars...

When - the State Govern-
ment embarked on its pro-
gramme of jagirdarl abolition,

. the small jagirdars had raised

a number of issues like: the
amount of compensation was

too small; that they should be-

allowed .to resume - certain
for, self-cultivation;
that - in cases where many
persons- had held whole areas

"jolntly for years, .each must
be treated as a separate land- .

owner for the purpose of fixing
compensation. There were also
certain issues relating to the
mode of payment of compen-
satlon, ete.

When-  no settlement ‘on

: these issues could be reached

‘at: the State level, they were

‘all forwarded to Sri Nehru for .

a sort of an arbitration
award.

The Prime Minister’s awa.rd
has now come. It was publish-
ed just on'the eve of & meet~
{Ang: of small jagirdars - orga-
nised- at Jodhpur by the
Rajasthan Kshatriya ‘Maha-
sabha, a
ganisation ~of- the. Rajpute
which at the moment is busy
trylng _to mobilise the small
jagirdars and. launch k some
kind of an agitation agaln

*  What Sri. Nehru's award
"has " done is to .raise the

s

“The ceiling’

ission of provisions re- .
" self-cultivation .

to the jagirdars -of |

‘communal = or--

People begm to staml up for tlaeu- rughts, o

Workers strllse despute marual !aw terror

scale to “twice at the top It is
a novel feature also that these
will be paid out in forms of
bonds, redeemable in 25 years,
bearing a four per cent. annual
interest. rdte-—i.e., the princi-

pal will have exactly doubled. -

' The tenants will have to
. ‘pay off the principal, inter-

est as well as the cost of

the mnlementatwn of the
soheme. It has been calcu-
" lated that to own 12} acres
" a tenant will have thus to
pay Rs. 7,200, No wonder the

Pakistan Times continuously

states, “one would wish the
. rates of compensation and

mterest were lower.”-

The best commentary on
these land reforms is that of
Mr., Z. A. Bhutto, Central
Commerce Minister and self-

acknowledged big la.ndiord He

said ;- “The reforms announc-

“ed for West Pakistan would
‘not have been as magnanim-

ous to the landed gentry as
they. are had-it not been be-
' cause of the big heart of the
President The delay in

amount of compensation to
be given to the small jagir-
dars—in some .cases it will
be as high as 30 times the .
land revenue—with -~ the
result that the State will
now have to pay an addi-
tional Rs. six crores as
" compensation.

Some of the demands rais-

- ed by the small jagirdars may-

have some basis and nobody
would grudge them a fair
deal. "Also the whole process
which sends them from pillar -
to post would evoke the
strongest criticism from every—
body.

These, however,
main issue. The Prime Minis-

‘ter’s award raises the question

of --the entire policy: pursued
by the Congress Government
in respect of jagirdari aboli-

tion. A few figures will make
, this clear. .

" an the jagirs of the State
which  have been resumed- oF

are lkely to be resumed have.
a net revenue income of abous -

Rs. 3.5 crores. Once-resump-

',tion is ovér this income would

. the State.
Bnt what will the State

‘Government have to spend?

It has to spend about one-and-

a-half - crores to extend the '

present administrative system
and the other departments to

these -areas from which the -
are ‘being abolished.
The Government has to spend

jagirs

more on ‘education, medieal
ald, ete., in these areas. Thus

" out of the income of Rs. 3.5

crores, the ‘net - saving per

-year. is not m:ely to be more

'NEW AGE

-this -

are not ,_the .

the introduction of la.nd re- -

forms would only have result-
ed in increasing class hatred
in the country.” (Dawn, Feb-
ruary 1) .

The third trend is the
posture of economic policies. ..
These have been worked out
by Dr. Volcke from West
Germany, a close colleague
of the “miraculous restorer”
of -eapitalism Dr. Erhard.
Dr. Volcke perkily announc- -
ed. that he ‘was opposed to !

any sort of controls and for -

the removal,” as far as pos-
. sible, ‘of direct Government -
regulation. The business of
the State was to provide
_incentives to private enter-

y prise and let it do the job.

‘The first tangible result of
“original” wisdom has .
been the export bonus scheme.
Bonus licences will be given
for imports which are likely
to assist exports—the jute

"industry, for ‘example, has no
There *

celling ‘orv its imports.
is no method for supervision

“of the utilisation of licences.

@ From B K WYAS

than R.s one-a.nd-a-halr to -

two erores.

as aga.inst this anhual sav-"
that the-

Ing, the liability
State Government would as-
-sume in terms of compensa-
tion and interest for these
jagirs would be about Rs. 35
crores, . according to- -official
estimates; Add’  to this the -
Rs. six crores which Sri Nehru -

has awarded to the jagirdars:

and the figure would be above
Rs. 40 crores. | -According to
- unofficial computation it
would easily .go to about Rs. 45
crores in 15. years—about Rs.
“three crores annually.
Thus the ' problem /boils
down to this—that while
" the State will haye a “sav-
ing”? of Rs. one-and-a-hall‘
_-to two. crores ' out of.the
additional revenue income,
* the Government would take
on a liabxhty of ‘Rs, three

crores annually for 15 years.. - -

Jagir abolition thgs means
a net lability of about Rs.
one-and-a-half crores

. annually- -for : ,another 15 -

. years,

and.

Progresstve. circles in the

State are Insistent on their
demand that
to the big jagirdars should at
" least be put off for ten years
and the amount utilised for
developmental work. Not only

compensation.

for getting additional resour- -

ces for developmental work,

even to prevent an additional -
burden fa.lllng on. the State .

this = step -
_Against this- background the

Nehru award can only be .

considered - as a step in ‘the
Wrong direction. T

A

necessary. °

it is likely that imports
for the export industries will -
‘ost [quite -a -lot- more forelgn
exchange than ‘ these indus- -
_ tries!will earn, = - -
' A.ndallthiswillasslstthe E
growth -of monopoly as the
Pakistan Times of January 31
points, out ;- “Most “businéss 18 .
now | likely to - pass into the. -
‘hands of those who at present
cominand more funds, larger

contacts = and bigger. organi- e

sations” )
Another significant result ot
this West German advice is to
be seen in the new taxation -
policy. “There is every liked-
hood of reduction:(of taxes) °
even in higher. income-groups
because it is felt that abnor-
mally. high. taxation as in
practice today does not leave
_any incentive for hard work ».
(Pakistan Times, February 9):
“A - junique recominendation
which ‘has found immediate
favour is ‘that  the more pro-
fits an industry. €arns, the less
it is ‘to be taxed. - *“This, Dr. .
Volcke ‘thinks,. is bound to
result in greater production
for earning more concessions
(Pakistan Times) - .
The fourth trend- ﬂows
“from the denial of any de-

mocratic rights. On the first <

of February, ' it was anno-
. unced ‘that there would be
rio abrogation of the ban on
strikes. OndFebruary 5, the
- Election Commission’, was
wonnd up . because

.

known and the sha.pe of the
future Constitution is yet to.
be 'decided.”

Khan himself -came. to reject
the demand of the Pakistan-
Writers’
passed ‘all manner of loyal
resolutions—that the Gov-
ernment release all arrested.
writers or try them in an open-
court of law. ‘The President

stated - that censorship and ' .
restrictions had to remain. A8 -

for the _ present—a princely
donation of Rs. 10,000 should
sufficeé to’ win silence! -

That the Writers’ Conven-

. tion dared to ask for releasé

or public trial téstifies to the
resentment of the people of -
. Pakistan ' against-the denial’
of all freedom, .

Heartenlng o
'ﬂ‘rend '

. A.nd the ﬁnal trend is the .
most heartening. On Febru- ~

ary 8, 20,000 workers at the .
three Adamjee Jute Mills at - *

- Narayangun} struck work— : '
the first strike ' sinee’ “the -

Maxtial Law administration, .

. which ‘"has _prescribed tem .
years’ ngorous -imprison- . :
ment for agitating for or
going on strike: Nine of the

.- heroic workers “Wwere arrest--

ed for trial’ under’ Martlal
© Law, . .

.Despite Auyb Kha.n and al.l
the other militarists, Pakistan
moves and the  people sta.nd_‘
up for their rights B

. 8.
.Febmary 9 ] s .
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“the' ’
nature of franchise is ‘not: ~

" On February 1 again, Auyb

. Convention—whiech .




. of the Communist Party

B The” conclusiot drawn “by .

the 20th Congress of the Party
that war is not fatally inevi-
table has been justified. -To--
‘day, we ‘have °all the ~more
reason to reaffirm  this con-
clusion. There are tremendous
forces capable of rebufling the
jmperialist  agegressors and

- defeating them if they should
;! start 2 world war. :

“What new elements will
arise ini the international situ-

| ation with the implementation
‘of the economic plans of the

_Soviet Union and all the other
Saocialist countries of Europe
-and Asia? There will be a real
possibility of eliminating war
as a means of solving inter-

' national issues. - .

iIndeed, when the USSR be-
comes the leading industrial
‘Power in the world, when the
Chinese People’s Republic be-

The

‘Allow me to turn to specific
problems concerning the in-
‘ternational situation. I shall

| not’'deal with all international
- 4 problems, and shall t,ouch'on

just the vital ones.
" Of great. importance to
peace and international secu-

i Tity is a proper solution of the

]
!

- that militarism

German problem.

i - A situation is taking shape
' jp which German: militarism

may for-the third time plunge
mankind" into a world- war.
When-we point to the danger
‘arising with . the. rearming of
West Germany we are told
" that it -is. kept under control
within the NATO framework
and is hence no longer dan-

gerous. | But all can now see™

P

and revanchi-

sm has been .revived there,

and that it is a menace to the’

peaceful nations. ~ - -
In view of the mounting

. _military threat from the Fede-
ral German Republic, the So-
_yiet Union has recently made
a-number of new proposals on

. the German problem. W2 sug-

gested-a gradual reduction of-

. foreign armed forces in Ger-

i". many, .or, better still, their -

complete . -withdrawal. . We
stand for a “zone -of disen-
gagement” of ‘the armed for-
ces.

_.clashes and conflicts. The So-
viet - Union -is prepared to
withdraw" its forces not only
from Germany, but from Po-

1and and Hungary, where they

are stationed under the War-

saw Treaty, if all the NATO
countries will. withdraw their
_troops to their national boun-
daries and abolish their mili-
tary bases in other countfies.

- "The Soviet Union supports .
the Polish plan for an “Atom-
Free. Zone”, in Europe and a

conventional

reduction . of |
armarents in that Zone.
_ . Last November,

" United States, Brifain

. occupation’
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. extracts are from the sections
i ' Peaceful Policy of the
Relations and the World Communist Movement.

comes a mighty industrial

. The farther apart they’
* .will be the less the danger of

the Soviet.
‘Government approached the
2 “and
. France with a proposal to put
an end to the remnants of the
regime in Berlin
_and make West Berlin.a de-:
militarized -free city.  ‘This
- solution of the Berlin problem
. corresponds to the
_‘of peace in Burope and would

interests

s

: | Foﬁowing are extracts from the "Reporl.:; pre-
_ sented by N, S. Khrushchov to.

the 21st Congress
Soviet. Union. The
dealing with the
USSR and International

of the

Power and all the Socialist
countries together ' will pro-
duce more than half of the
world industrial output, the
world situation’ will change
radically. The successes of the
countries of . - the
camp will doubtlessly serve to
strengthen the forces of peace
throughout - the - world. By
that time the countries work-
ing for lasting peace will no
doubt be joined by new coun-
tries that have thrown -off
colonial oppression. .

- The idea that war is inad-
missible will take still firmer
root in the minds of men.

iThis new balance of forces

will be so patently evident
that even the most diehard.
imperialists will clearly see
the futility of starting a war
against the Socialist camp.

" serve to slacken iintemationé.l

tension.’ . .

The draft peace treaty sub-
mitted by the Soviet . Union
blends measures. ensuring the
rights of the German people,
their full sovereignty and pea-
ceful democratic development
with. measures necessary to
preserve security and peace
in Europe, A peace treaty with
Germany would = immediately

relieve tension in Eurcpe. It:

would establish a reliable
legal basis and cut thé' ground
from under the ‘revanchist
trend in Western Germany. It

AT N TR

Socialist

RS

"Backed by the might of the
Socialist camp, the peaceful
nations will then be able to
compel militant imperfalist
groups to. abandon their plan:

-of ‘2 new world war. - :

- In this way, a real possibi-
lity of excluding world war
‘from the life of society. will

take shape even before the.

universal triumph’ of Social-
ism, with capitalism still exist-
‘ing in’some.part of the world.

Some may say: but capital-
ism will still exist, and hence
' there will be adventurers who
‘might start a war. That is
true, and we must not forget
it. As long as capitalism exists
there may always -be people
who, -“contrary - to common
sense,” will, want to launch

out on.a hopeless venture: But

-in ‘that way they will only
bring: nearer the ultimate col-
lapse of the capitalist system.

EEARENE

v

United Nations Organisation

~should be deputed to enforce

this  guarantee. We want ne-
gotiations on all these pro-
blems so as to find & ’'sensible
solution for. them. -Our pro-
posals- are in line with this
purpose. They, help to elimi-
nate many of the causes of
tension in the relations bet-
ween States in the heart of

‘Europe and to strengthen the

_peace. .

It must be understood that
the reunification of Germany
is the business of the German
people and the German peo-
ple alone. Since there are two
sovereign States today and

. neither - can . be - eliminated

_without touching off a world

Any attempt at aggression/’

will be curbed and the adven-
turers put where they belong.
(Prolonged applause) .

Such “are the prospects,:
. Comrades, that arise as we’

discuss our plans.

roblem

would rid the German people
of foreign
would enable them to handle

all questions of home and

foreign policy on their own.
- For its part, the Soviet Uni-
-on will spare no effort to have
the peace treaty concluded. It
will work for - it consistently
and tirelessly. A peace treaty
_‘would also serve to solve the
Berlin problem on a peaceful
and democratic basis, It would
serve to make West Berlin a
free city and provide the
necessary guarantee of non-

interference in its aﬁ_a..irs. The - conflagration. - Tt Was the re-

First Secretary .N. 8. ﬁhrushcliov deliverfng his report

to the 21st Congress of the Communist Party’ of -the '
: - Soviet Union. .

NEW AGE

war, Germany’s reunification
can only be achieved through
negotiations between the Ger-
man-Democratic Republic-and
the Federal Republic of Ger-
many. There is no other way.
(Applause)

All "sensible people realise
that the peaceful reunification

‘of Germany cannot be achie-

occupation. and

. ved by abolishing. the Social-

ist gains of the German peo-
ple in the German Democratic:
Republic. Germany’s unifica-
tion on terms proposed by
Adenauer would jeopardise
European security; since - it
would mean the 'spread of

RS AT ﬂmﬁ’awmwmwmm@mm«@ms&mm

‘reaction to all of Germany.
Neither should we “expect to

TR AT R IS

militarism, revanchism  .and

unify Germany by abolishing

the regime - existing - in the

Federal -Gerinan Republic.
Western propaganda accus-

‘es loudly the Soviet. Union of

opposing German reunifica-

tion by free elections. We have

never objected - to. free.elec-

tions. - But -again, -the Issue -

must be settled by the Ger-’
mans themselves..We want all

. questions pertaining to Ger-
man reunification to be solved
'by negotiations between the

two German States, and not
the. way Adenauer wants it—
through  pressure by foreign:
Powers, through. their inter-
ference in the domestic affairs

of the German people and:by .

swallowing up the German

" -Democratic Republic.

To help the  two German
States .to reunify, we support
the reasonable confederation .
proposal of the GDR Govern-
ment as a- first step towards
establishing ' a  permanent

-connection between the GDR
and the FRG, and ¢reating

all-German_ organs. If there
i5 any other way whereby the
two German States could set-
tle the reunification problem,

we are prepared to cooperate -

in it.

 SOURCE OF TENSION .

In . another ,pai‘t of the
world—the Far East—the ag-

- gressive polcy. of the United
. States in regard to the Chi-

nese People’s :Republic and
other peace-loving - States is
the main source of tension.
Some time ago the world wat-
ched -anxiously how America’s

"aggressive moves threatened

to set off a ‘terrible armed
solute stand of the Chinese
People’s Republic and of other
peace-loving forces that aver-
ted this threat. The- Pacific
Ocean area has become the
main proving ground for U: 8.
nuclear weapons. :

* " All this creates a compelling
need for action to avert war,

" particularly atomic war,

‘West Asias

" foreign . imperialist

_ principally :the peoples of the

that region of the‘globe. The

IN FAR EAST

chances ‘appear to- be better
there than elsewhere, because
the Soviet Union, the Chinese
People’s Republic, the Korean

People’s Democratic Republic, .

the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam, and also India, In-
donesia, Burma and - other
countries’ in that area.are
‘working- for peace. Their joint
action for the prohibition of
the atomic weapon and nu-

-clear tests could ' to.a very

great extent help to preserve
the peace in the Pacific. ‘Their
initiative would be supported
by the people of Japan and
other countries of the Pacific
basin. A zone -of peace, above
all an Atom-Free Zone can,

-and must, be created in: the

'Far East and the entire Paci-
fic Ocean area. v

For Liberation

Progressives have gt;od rea-
son to be pleased with deve-
lopments in the Middle East.

‘We welcome  the hational

liberation movement. of the

.- Arab peoples and the other

peoples ‘of Asia  and Africa
who have shaken off colonial
oppression. The ousting of
troops
from a number of countries in

that area is a major triumph -

of the Arab peoples and the

peace forces, But we must not .

think that the chances of an

- exacerbation there no longer

exist, because the colonialists,
driven out of the colonies, will

niever reconcile themselves o4
Western.

" Powers,, above all the United’

their defeat. The
States and Britain, are- tryihg

- to set one group of Arab,

States ‘against another, are
plotting in Iraq and other
Arab countries. They are look-

ing for weak spots in.order to:

divide the liberated peoples,

ArabEast. . - " . ...

When a people fights for its
national.independence against
colonial rule, all patriotic for-

licy

d
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ces come together in a united - B

national front. . :

‘This was the case  during
_the struggle. of the Egyptian-

and other Arab peoples for . .

liberation from imperialist
oppression. In Egypt all the
national forces joined hands
to evict the: colonialists from
the country and to nationalise
the Suez Canal. The national
liberation of Egypt was wel-

The reactionary clique, which
served the imperialists, was

overthrown in ‘Iragq, which’

established =" an independent
Republic_. The Soviet peopie
and . the people of: the other
Socialist countries .supported
the just struggle of the Arab
peoples. Such prominent lea-
ders of that movement -as
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comied by all progressives. .

“*There are - .objective laws of

Gamal ‘Abdel- Nasser, Presi-
dent of the United Arab Re-

" public, and Abdel Karim Kas-

sim, -head of the Iraq Repub-
lican  Government, have .won
the warmest regard. of the
_Soviet people. C

After the colonialists are
ousted and the all-national

- tasks are Solved in the main,

the people seek a solution to
vital social problems. This ap-
plies above all to the agrarian

‘and peasant problem and the
- problems of labour’s struggle
against capital. Social proces- .

- ses arise within the' natiopal

.. ‘liberation movement which

~ inevitably. engender - different
opinions about * the further
development of their respec-
tive States, - -

) Struggle ~,_Agéinst
- Communists :

A Reactionary |
Undertaking

‘Our country, like the other

Soclalist countries, has always
- suppdrted the national libera-
tioh’ movement. The
Union never interferes,

remain silent. in face of the
campaign conducted in some
countries against progressives
under the -spurious - guise of
anti-Communism. Since there
Tecently have been statements
against the ideas of Commun-
ism in the United Arab Re-
public ‘and -accusations . ‘were

- levelled at Communists, I, as- ;.: .

. a Communist, think it is ne-
cessary to declare at this Con-

" . gress of our Communist Party.
that it is wrong  to - accuse

Communists' of helping - to
undermine and divide'the na-

. tional effort in the struggle

agalnst imperialism: Quite the
contrary. There are no people
more resolute and loyal to the
struggle ' against .colonialists
than the Communists. There
are no forces more resolute in

. all progressives,

Soviet
v and -
.~ has no intention of interfer--
"+ "ing,.in the domestic affairs of -
other countries. But we cannot -

N

fruits of their labour; both
workers and peasants want’
political rights. Where as the.

-capitalists' want to make more

profit, - and- the landowners:
want to keep their land, the

progressives want their coun-

try to make social- progress.-

They strive to strengthen its
-national independence and to
protect it from imperialist
plots. Internal

imperialists, are resisting all

- These processes 'unfolding
in the countries which have
shaken . off. the imperialist
‘yoke, do not arise by the will
and wish of any party.- They
arise because there are. clas-
. ses and these have  different
interests. We Communists, and
r . naturally
-sympathise with- those who
fight for social justice. (Pro-
longed applause) L

reactionary -
forces, often spurred on by the-

reason to delay the settlement
of that issue. .The people of
all countries  demand a stop
to these tests, which contami-
nate the - world ' atmosphere
with harmful radioactivity.
And - this demand must be
met. © L

Today all admit the succes~
ses achieved by Soviet science
and technology, which have
blazed man’s trial into the
cosmos, These achievements
mirror the resources - of the
Soviet Union, of the world So-

clalist system. It is plain that’

- if the Soviet Union can launch
a rocket hundreds of thou-
sands of kilometres into. outer

- space, it can launch powerful
rockets- with pin-point accu-

racy to any part of the globe. .

“(Applause)

We do not use the historic
achievements of Soviet science
and technology to back up a.

our will to other States. ‘We
use them to redouble our eff-

. orts in the: struggle for world -
And todday, when we -

peace.
‘hold the advantage in rocket
engineering  we ‘again say to
the United States, Britain and
France: ‘let’s ban for-all ‘time
the testing, ‘production. and
use of nuclear and rocket
weapons;

pons; let’s use this supreme
discovery of human genius

exclusively for peaceful pur- :

poses, for .the common good -

Our Government is ready to -

sign’ an appropriate agree-
ment-at any time. (Prolonged
applause) L

The :only sensible-policy for
the Great Powers to adopt is:
to proceed to a peaceful set-
tlement of international pro-
blems-and. to start on univer-
sal disarmament. .

~ Ajoy Ghosh, General Secretary of the Communis

Indian P?.rty’s

‘the struggle against imperial- ~

ism ‘than the forces of Com-
munism. It is no accident that-
the imperialists’ are spear-
heading their struggle against
the Communist movement.

~ The struggle dgainst the.
Communists - and other pro-
gressive patties. is a reaction-
ary . undertaking. . An anti-

- Communist- policy does not

unite the national forces. 1t .
disunites -them,. and -conse-
quently weakens the effort of
the nation in defending its.
interests’ against imperialism..
1t is wrong to accuse the Com-
munists of acting against the
national interests of the Arab

~ peéoples..’ It is also  naive to

draw a parallel between Com-
munism and Zionism. It may

* be recalled that Communists,

those' of Israel included, are’
fighting against Zionism. -

. It is not sensible to see
“Communist plots” in every-

" thing. Problems of social.de-

velopment should be - weighed
with - greater consideration.

social development. They shoWw,

" that within nations there are-

‘classes with different inter- -
ests. After imperialist oppres-
sion is abolished in the colo-
nial countries the .workers

. -.want shorter working. hours
- . -and higher wages;

the pea-
sants want more.land and an
opportunity.  ‘to. enjoy the
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.of fighting . imperialism,

" Measures ‘designed . to im-

- various regions must be com-

We do not deny. that we -
and some of the leaders of the -

United Arab ~ Republic have-

‘divergent . views in the sphere °

of ideology. But in questions
of
consolidating the political and

" econiomic independence:- of the

countries' which cast off the
yoke of. colonialism, of fight-
ing the war danger our-posi-
tions coincide with their posi-
tions. The difference in our
ideological viewpoints should
not. impede the development
of - friendly relations  between
our countries  and ‘the joint
struggle against. imperialism.

'DISARMAMENT

prove the . situation in the
bined with gn effort to im-

prove the overall internation-

al ‘climate. - -

The prime task today is to
break the impasse'in the dis-
armament issme. - . :

fraternal delegatioq_ to the 21st Congress

‘and has ~backed its? words

f

Congress.

eladions

More than a year ago, the
Soviet Government proposed
an ' East-West meeting. of
heads of .Governments: No
progress has been made on.-
this score since then through
the fault of the Western Po--
wers. But we feel it to be our

" duty to the people of all coun-

tries to work for this meeting,-
on which all who want peace
and security are pinning their

- hopes.

We have repeatedly had to

point to the responsibility
-borné by the.two Great Po-.

wers—the Soviet . Union and

- the United State—in preserv-

ing the peace. As concerns the
Soviet Union, it has on many.
occasions expressed . its sin- -
cere desire to normalise rela-
tions, with the United States,

with deeds. The Soviet Union

The need to ban  tests® of =proposed- a fifty-year pact of

atomic. and  hydrogen wea- |
pons is particularly compel-
ling, 'Now_ when all have re-
cognised that atomic  -explo--
sions can be detected at. any.

point of the globe there is no’

non-aggression. It proposed
that the two countries should
extend reciprocal trade, pro-.
mote cultural - relations, ete.
But every time . we came up
against an outright refusal or-

' NEW AGE °

t Party of India and leader of the .
s, among delegates to: _the'.‘

ikoyan Visit And
N - freedoms and the gains of the’ -
- masses ale being-‘abused. The

Vieh USA

veiled resistance.. .

-We know that many politi-
cians and financlers, Con-
gressmen and newspaper pub-
Hshers in the USA . have an
interest in maintaining such
relations. But the number of
people who -favour friendly,
good-neighbourly . relations
with the Soviet Union is grow-
ing in the United States. The
reception .accorded  to A. I.

Mikoyan : in’ America is vivid -

proof of this. His visit evoked
a manifestation of friendly
sentiment - among the Ameri--

* can people for the people of

the Soviet Union. Most of the
Americans he spoke to expres-
sed _their " sincére. and out-
spoken sympathy for the So-.
viet people. . They said that .
they wanted - friendship and

- peaceful cooperation with the

Soviet Union. - Among ~them -
were people of different poli- -
tical and religious -views and
of different social. standing—
scientists, cultural workers,
businessmen. and’ the general .
publie. Evidently,- most: Ame-"
Ticans no longer ‘believe the

*

military policy, ' or to dictate

let’s -destroy all'-
stockpiles of these lethal wea-"

' A_epp}a.ilse)

. Faseist Danger

o -.i.“-- 1

»

‘reactionary bourgeois news-
papers in the USA. The at-
tempts made by some elements
to organise . provocative acts
during Comrade -Mikoyan’s

antLSoviet pfopaganda of 'theﬁl-.v -

visit were a. total failure, be- —

cause they did not represent
the}sentimgnts -and
..the|American people.

 WORLD

At present, there iare Com- '
“THunist and Workers’ - Parties ' .
in 83 countries, Their mem- °

bership adds up to more than
33_million people. That is a-
tremendous victory of Marx-
ismiLeninism, a big gain for .
the |working class. (Prolonged
applause) - o .

Reactionaries of :‘all hues v

—have waged dozens of cam-
paigns against Communists. .
_But nothing can destroy the. -
Communist. movement, for it -
is an offspring of the class =
struggle of the proletariat, of ~y
all working people, and it re-
presents- their interests. Miny

| .Communist Parties in- the

capitdlist countries - are now

_ . having great difficulties. Réac- . -
-~ tion haslaunched a new fren-

zied attack .on- them, which,
-'We.are sure, will end’in ano-
".ther failure, while our frater-- -

" -nal{Parties” will emerge- from

the|test steeled -and stronger .
than‘ever before.: (Prolonged

Today, .though they .still"
take advantage of ‘the-slogan -
of liberty, equality-and frater-
nity, .-the imperialists:- turn

.. more and.more frequently to
“putright -dictatorship, There

.-~ are sinister signs in the capi-
‘talist countries: today of an

upsurge ‘of reaction and ‘fas-

- ‘cism, This is the reactionary. .
. path chosen - by West . Ger-

.many, whete the Communist
Party has been = banned, de-
mocrats dre persecuted, - and
fascist and revanchist organi- -
sations are given -free rein.
The; trend ' towaids epen dic-
tatorship has taken shape in
France, where the democratic

. onslaught  of. reaction. in_ . -

- France, a’ country known for-

‘its dernocratic traditions, cau-
ses concern to all friends of
dempocracy -and. progress.- The -
military coups in Pakistan .. -
and Thailand have shown that
an attack. is being.mounted on
the-/democratic gains of- na-
tions that have won national
independence, . The -forces of
reaction-are rearing their head
alsp *'in a-number of other . -
capitalist countries. - -
_We. are thus faced: with a
clear-cut general . tendency,:.

>~

" which obtains in many capi-

‘talist countries, rather than -
-with isolated facts. . . '
The, reactionaries are using .
an old anti-popular wedpon— -
‘they are-doing away with the
democratic system and setting - -
up - ““strong-arm”. Govern-'’
ments. But just as-in the pe-
.riod when fascist dictatorships - .
‘were established in. Italy and ..
Germany, the tendency to-
.wards the open - dictatorship:
of the monopoly bourgeoisie,

- is not a sign: of strength, but -

a'sign of weakness. Yet-it'
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Big Business

Press Boosts

. Rourekela:

. AT
‘BHILAI

AT -
‘ROUREKELA

o

" While The -

~

[

P —"

Tk

ugh the

Bonrkela. ,

Soviet “chief, Engirieef
Dimshitz welgomes
the Rashtrapati.

. -.M_i)lteh pig iron flowing thro-
alley into the ladle at |

' USSR)

. gighitseers.

+
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It is for the first time ‘in the history of. Indo-

.~ Soviet économic cooperation, .which is. only toa
_yecent a development, that such a large number of

‘Soviet and Indian people are working together on

- first stage and the com-
missioning = of the first blast
furnace, the qualitative differ-
ence between. the erection of a
steel -plant with the help of

- the Socialist USSR on the one.
- hand and the'building of such

a plant with the help of firms .
from any capitalist country -

'-; “begins to reveal itself. This

‘in spite of the deliberate cam-
paign in the Big Business
Press to parade an imaginary

superiority - of Rourkela over
. Bhilai and its being ahead of

the latter in pace of cons-
truction. -

‘Mendacity
Rxposed "

Incidentally, the mendacity

- of this propaganda is exposed

by the official Yojna, weekly
-of the. Ministry of Informa-
tion, itself which writes in its
latest issue: T
© “Rourkela has taken much
Jonger to come to its present
state of development than
Bhilak.., - . -
«“The Rourkela plant. is

‘' also.-costlier than the other '

. two projects. Its ultimate
extended -capacity® is- 16

_ million tons as against the

" provision for 2.5 million tons
at Bhilal.” B
Enumerating factors respon-

“sible. for the delay, Yojna

58YS . L :
. “There has also been dif-
ficulty in agreeing to the

... revised estimates of Rs. 170

' crores for ‘the - Rourkela
plant as against the initial

‘estimate of Rs: 128 crores.

" The various components be-.
ing formed by about 30
German , engineering con-
cerns,  coordination and
collaboration has not alwa;

- been smooth” -
Coming back to the qualita-

tive difference between Bhilai

and the rest of such¢projects,.

despite S

and lying statements, the

write-up in the latest issue of
‘the American Time magazine
carries some recognition of it..

Writes Time: *~ .- -
«The = Communists (the

have guaranteed all
the equipment they have sent

“and they have ' trained 370

Indians in Russian Mills. So-
viet experts are under strict

. orders to let trainees handle
" as miich, machinery and press’

as many buttons as they wish.

.- This does wonders for. the

confidenice of young engineers
who say that in German fac-
_torles’ they are treated like

“Though the 854 Russlan
technicians -have ' brought
along their' families to India,
‘they employ no servants. They

‘“ride in buses instead of pri-

vate cars or jeeps. The Rus-
sians work 36 hours a day, are
careful never to mention po-

. litfes. But the most effective
Soviet ploy of all has been

! their *insistence that .evefy

.. Russian of top rank must have
** his Indian.counterpart. ‘Here,’
- sdys one enthusiastic Indian’

at Bhilal, ‘we work shoulder:
to shoulder with the Rugsians.
Elsewhere we work under the
foreigners.’” - -* : :

@  TIME recopnises that “the

ITH the completion of the -

its many slanderous.

- such a vast project as the construction of the Bhilai
.\ steel plant, - : R : -

Soviet Union has been send-
ing -India_its top ‘talent.”
" This, according to TIME, the
Soviet Union is doing - “at

cost- to -its own steel indus- -

try””: TIME and all spokes-

men of the capitalist West

would have us believe that
all that the Soviet Union

-and the Soviet personnel are-
doing in regard to Bhilai is-

just “propaganda,” just in
order to impress the Indian
people. One would wish that
the capitalist West also
adopted’ these methods of
propaganda.

lies. Just because they are
.incapable by their very
nature of behaving as the

* Soviet Union and its repre- .
sentatives do, they dub these

‘things as-“propaganda” and.
"this -seek to blind us also
to their real significance. -

. Time's. st of all that the .

Soviet technicians are doing

in their line of “propaganda” :

is very far from complete. The

journalists who visited Bhilai -

‘at the timeof its inauguration
were given a few: more facts

- by the Deputy General Mana-
ger of the Project, 8ri M. K. K.
Nayar,~ and they. themselves’

noticed some more.:

. “8rl Nayar, for example, told v

us that of all the foreign ex-
perts employed anywhere In
the country, the Soviet tech--
nicians - at Bhilal were paid
the least. He also revealed that
.at. Bhilat they had declined
the Indian authorities’” “offer
.to exempt them from prohi-
bition laws in force there afd
to ‘grant them special permits
for drinks. o
While at Rourkela the
West Germans have their
_own exclusive Social Centre
where entry for Indians is

_normally- forbidden, in Bhi-
1ai, far from there being the -

slightest trace anywhere of

a colour bar, the Indian and '

‘Soviet: personnel mix on
the most cordial terms. - -
The turn-out.for -the inau-
‘guration at the two places was

‘significant in itself. At Bhilal, .

‘it seemed that ~almost the
“entire working force with lots
of people from neighbouring
areas had all turned up with

their families attired in their

. best clothes. At Rourkela, the
fact - that the audience was
much. smaller was not all due
to lack of arrangements and

provision -of accemmeodation. .

'The Soviet

and the almost total absence
of women in the function was
not- without significance. .
_Both the Soviet experts and
the young Indian engineers
we met at Bhilal have left a
- very - deep impression on us.
Sagaidak, for example, is the
- Soviet expert in charge of the
blast furnace at Bhilai. He is

absolutely a top-notch man in-

_his line in the USSR and has
commissioned innumerable

blast furnaces in. the course -

of his 22 years at the job. He
. has been decorated a number
of times. : Yet it is his utter
simplicity and modesty that

attracts ~everyone - towards

him, - .

. His Indian counterpart is a
young.man of 23 from Tamil-
nad, 1
fifteen-month training at-the

s

But  this is°
where the basic. difference -

"this time by the industrialist

who has béen through a .

DEﬁVERING the - con-
‘cluding speech .to the
21st Congress of the Com- .

" munist Party of the Soviet’

Union -on  February 5;
Nikita Xhrushchov'. anno-
unced the completion of
the first ~ section of the .
Bhilai iron and steel plant.

Khrushchov said that al-
though this’ project was
started one or even ome-"’
.and-a-half years later than
the two plants put up by
British and West German
firms, the Soviet people, as
a result of their joint
friendly efforts with the
Indian specialists and
‘workers, managed to com-.
plete the first section of this
powerful. modern mills
sooner than the Britens
and Geimans, and to pro-
duce the first coke and pig

© iren. : o

The Congresé . heartily

applinded . Ehrushchov's

.words : “May the first iron
- ' of this plant be a8 symbel -
_ of the growing friendship

F EBRUARY 3 and 4, 1959
X were historic days for
India. "On these two days,
were inaugurated  the two
giant integrated steel pro-
jects set up for the first
time in the public sector at

- Rourkela and Bhilai.

Many had been the hurdles .
to be crossed—the biggest
the refusal at first of both .
the U. S. and the U. K, to set
up a-steel plant-for us. When

.in 1953 the West German firm -

of Krupp-& Demag at last
signed -an agreement, the
terms were definitely disad-
yantageous to us. But we had
no other alternative but to

- accept them and allow the un-

equal terms of the agreement

to. dog us at every step lead-
‘Ing to spiralling costs, bungl-
Ing, delays.

Even to get the
final - project report after the
agreement took two. long
years. . E

Agreement .

All thig time the mind of
the Indian Government was
full of hesitation regarding
the technological competence
of the Soviet Union and vther
Soclalist countries to give us

" help In the form of the most
‘advanced téchnique and ma-

chinery in steel-making,

feeling ' was “further ® accen-
tuated by . .the . derogatory
remarks made round. about

Kasturbhal Lalbhat on his re-
turn from a visit to the Soviet

' Unlon when he * spoke about

the worthlessness ~of Soviet
4ndustry and - gcience, - I-'Te-

.member clearly how ~these
« same feelings were given ex-

" % SEE PAGE 12 . pression to on more than one

.

builders

- petween the peoples of the .

' Boviet Union and India.”

L N/ N .

May the flames of this
blast’ furnace, Khrushchov
‘gaid, ~scorch all the intri- -
gues, of -the imperialists .
who are striving to preclude
the further development of
Soviet-Indian  friendship,
our joint struggle for peace,
- for the triumph. of the

existence. - .

May the heat of this far-
nace -warm up ‘the friend-

ship between our two great - :

and peace-loving - peoples.
Khrushchov said, May our
friendship be as strong -as

‘the metal produced by this :

plant put up by the jolnt -
efforts of the Governments
aend peoples of the Soviet
Union and India.

- Khrushchov - greeted the
Indian people for this big
accomplishment ‘of ‘utmost
tmportance for the indus-
trialisation and strength- .
ening of the country’s eco-

occasion in Parliament by the
then: Financer Minister,
C. D. Deshm :
Commerce Minister 8ri T.T.
Krishnamachari L
Under pressure of ‘a blank
refusal from the U. K, and’

" the U. S., negotiations be-

gan in 1954 with the Soviet:
Union, culminating in the
heartening .. announcement
by N. S. Khrushchov on hiy -
visit to India that the USSR
would “help India . build a
steel plant. The report was
.finalised within a year of
" the signing. of the agree-
ment with terms ~and con-
ditions in every way advan-
tageous to India, setting'a
standard for all [future
agreements. - No longer did
we need to be bullied into
conditions which were

. harmful to our interests.

But today. is not the day to -

muse on ° past history. The

magnificent structures of steel
and conerete - from whose
bowels flowed = the red hot

-liquid * of “molten iron .are’
_already born, leaving behind
its birth pangs . and holding
the future. ‘\.,\

out promise .for

In Rourkela, costs had

jumped up more phenomen- -
ally than in any of the other

projects, difficulties with the.
consultants, - the contractors -
and & hundred -
had put  the hands of the

clock back from six months to

a year from the target date -
set; If one - calculates that

delay in a steel
Rs, ten lakhs- daily, one-
can. realise ' how deeply the

_glow . progress -of Rourkela

had troubled us.

But as the head of one of

of the steel projects remark--
ed: “Without Bhilal, there’

would have been no starling- -

of the blast furnace &at.
Rourkela today.” _'I. -t'og, ‘as

principles of peacefal To~ "

and,the then -

other things'

plant’ costs

dex Bleilesi

[}

nomic indeperidence,

_ Xt is gratifying to note,
_.Ehrushchov' said, : that the_

. President of . the Republic
* of . India . Dr. Rajendra

Prasad attended the laun- .

ching of the plant’s first

. section and expressed good -
.~ wishes for the strengthen-
- - ing of Soviet-Indian friend-

ship. = . - -

Khrushchov = wholehear-
tedly .greeted the Soviet
specialists and workers who,

‘ jointly with  their Indian
.. colleagues, . secared
remarkable successes and

-.made a valuible. contribu- .

tion to the fraternal friend-
"ship between the peoples of

Khroshchov  said :
regard .this labour victory

as. a striking proof of the -

- correctness of the Leninist
peaceful policy, an example
of the Soviet Union’s un-

selfish cooperation with the.
peoples working to streng- -

then ' their freedom and
._independence. E

I watched tho Rashtrapati

Pressing the button to al-

low the ‘molten iron gush’

out from the furnace at
" Rourkela, felt thas here, be-
. fore our eyes was unfolding
the fruits of peaceful com-
petition between the capita-

list world and the Socialist

" world,

For days"and’iiights the en- -

gineers and workmen at both
the steel projects had worked

‘ceaselessly round ° the clock.
"As ‘one leading Indian en-

gineer at Bhilat said: “We
have hardly slept more than

.11 hours a.week!” And now
they had the satisfaction of

seeing their dream take shape
in actual form and perform-
ance. : .

At Rourkela all - work in
other sections had been stop-
ped and all men and materlals

R

'First pig ron of the Bhilai

such -

India_a‘nd the Soviet Union.
Weo .

i

L - B

 The huge ‘crowd that gathered at Bhilai to see the Rashtrapati pressing -the but-
- ton (insety to inaugurate the blast Sl

were
—to start the blast furnace in
time. The melting shops where
the new L. D. process is to be
‘installed, the rolling miil
which is reported to have the

only continuous strip mill in-

_Asia, have all . hag to.glve
right of way to' the starting’
of the blast furnace. :

- The general feeling of ela-

tion at Rourkela was that Bhli-
1ai had only just . started up

its blast furnace on February
1. 8ri Asok Chanda, the pre-
sent Audit, and Comptroller-
:General who had, as Secretary.
of the Ministry of Production,
‘made the first agreement with
Krupp-Demag. in 1953, - told
me with - smug satisfaction:
“Now that you have .seen
Rourkela, there is little you
will see at Bhilai, since they
have hardly started off the

steel project ~ presented to-

Rashtrapati Rajendra Prasad.

deflected ‘to one purpose '

furnace (in the background). o

© ' @ By RENU CHAEKRAVARTY

blast furnace properly and of
course there will .be no tap-
. ping of iron for you to see.”

Under the huge giant flags -

of Germany - and India the
Rourkela furnace was opened

by the President from the.
raised platform set on the .

blast furnace itself. In front
®was a small enclosure- for the
distinguished visitors. . .
The leading personalities of
the private sector, however,

were significantly absent in-
this gathering. No amount of -

excuses that - the Duke. of

" Edinburgh “was , coming o’

- Jamshedpur - could explain
away why not a single éne of

the directors of the Tatas nor

any of the Indian Iron and
Steel Co., Burnpur, had come.
It was a silent protest against
. the bresaching of their mono-
‘poly in the steel industry by
the emergence of a powerful
State sector. = .- :
_As our special train moved
slowly into the siding at Bhi-
lai we could see in the pale:
grey light of the early dawn
three streaks of puffing smoke

emerging from three chim- .

neys. Could it be that the im-
-possible had happened?

As soon as  we -alighted;

- the word went round: “They

have tapped iron.” There

were groups of technical ex-

perts and engineers, - “both

Indian and foreign, who .

seemed excited by = the,
. news, I Jlearnt that this
was an achievement

with few parallels in
India—that within a_bareé-

twenty-four -hours of the
. blowing of the blast furnace,
. fron had ~ been  fapped. A
- young Imdian engineer .
beaming with pride cal¢ula-

- ‘ted in great detail' to cor-

rect my impression that it
had taken twenty-four
hours, by stating _ that it

* " had only tak
_to be precise! .
It was-this | tremendoiis en-
thusiasm and - pride ix: their- -
. sense. of achievement. that
. distinguished |the young In-
‘dian. technicians working at.-
Bhiiai from the ofherj; steel
projects: The Soviet engfineers,

en twenty hours -

metallurgists and techrilcians . . '
—about. a thousand strong— .

were there traihing the young
Indians to do-things with their
bwn hands, giving them full .
know-how . and .experience, -
and out of this,, we could see
clearly, had been born a sense
of confidence| , 1
engineers that they-could do- -
the job well i :

N [ R ~
'Ins’piring .
Oonfidence:

. A young Bengali who had
graduated from Sibpur Engl- -
neering College. "at’ Calcutta -
‘and had been to the USSR for. =
.15 months training in rolling: -
mills, acted as our guide, The - .
first thing he.told us pointing: -
proudly to the blast furnace:
.and other . mills of the pro-
ject was, “We have erected the .
‘entire  machinery with our -
_own hands, and now. we can
erect a steel mill anywhere ‘in
India - if only -Hindusthan
‘Steel will use us-and give us

a chance.” | = ) .
It was inspirin‘g to see thetr -
confidence. ‘The agreement -
with the Soviet Government
has one. outstanding ‘"clause.
which is of great significance -
for our advance. AZtechnical
institute to train .5hands fo
man. the différent jobs at the -
plant was an important part
of the agreement which, how-

ever, was delayed not because - R

i‘*kSEE-PAGEB'
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. Yugoslav revisionists

- . Deéclaration, came

SN TR

M. R. Venkataraman and E. M. S -Namboodiripad,.

of India’s fraternal delegation.to

A members of the Communist Party
the 21st Congress of the
Moscow University. ..

" Yugoslavia so highly extol that
American  monopolies, - which
- keep giving handouts to “Yu-

" of the class struggle knows of

" 'materially - or morally - help-
. ed in: building- Socialism, -

try’s -administration is the
progress it makes in develop-
ing the national ~economy,
raising the culture and well-
being of the people. We Soviet
Communists think that our
..road to Socialism, shown . us

right one. By following it the
Soviet Union has scored many
victories, which have amazed
. the. whole world. All the Peo-
ple’s: Democracies have  fol-
«. lowed the Toad blazed by the
October Revolution, . Lenin’s
_“road, and have also made re-

. markable progress.
And who achieved the least

that very country, whose lea-
ders extol their so-called Yu-
goslav road as being the only
right Toad. People,look: at it
‘this way: the best road is the

possible_economic and _politi-
- cal results in the shortest
. . time. And if we compare the
o : living standards in the Social-

CPSY, at "a function in

--\AMMIW\NV\MM""“‘t

should be borne in mind that
~under an unlimited dictator-

‘ship "reaction "has a better:
chance of starting a reign of -

.terror .and repression, of sup-
pressing all opposition, of in-
doctrinating the masses to
suit
them with the scourge ' of
. chauvinism, and of freeing its

hands for military gambles.-

For this reason, the -people
must be vigilant.. They must
be ever ready to repel the
reactionary offensive and the
threat of resurgent fascism.:
‘Millions: of people usually
associate fascism with - Hitler
and Mussolini. But we must

not rule out the possibility .
that fascism will’| revive in -
- forms other than those which

:-have already  discredited-
tl;expselves' in -the eyes of
nations. B '

. Today, when there is' a po-
werful ‘Socialist camp, when

;-qugfz_Q@sZémjiw e
. Of The Leadership

* The meeting of Represénta_ .

tives of Communist-and, Work-
ers’. Parties in November 1957

showed. that =~ the  fratermal ¢
united ir their Movement.

Parties are

- views. The-Declaration of .the

,meeting was approved unani-
mously by-all Communist and
Workers’. ~Parties, . and  has
come to be a charter of inter-
national unity for:the World
Communist Movement. The

. Déclaration ' condemned revi-

. sionism as the principal dan-
ger,- and dogmatism and see-
tarianism as well.. Life has

"proved the conclusions drawn -
* - in the Declaration fo be eor--

rect. And we take guidance
- from them at present.

The International Commun-

ist-Movement has criticised

‘leaders of the League of Com-
munists of " Yugoslavia con-
tend thay the Marxist-Lenin-

ist Parties started an idéolo-.

_ gical campaign against them
‘because they had refused to
undersign . the Declaration. -

" But this is utterly false. It

is ‘the Yugoslav leadership
" “which, in contradiction to the
forth with
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its ends, -of poisoning -

The -
- solidarity,

" the working class . movement:
- has much experience in com-

batting reaction, and ‘when the
working class is much better
organised, the people have
greater possibilities' of -block-
ing the advance of faseism.
Broad Sections of the people,
all democratic, genuinely na-
tional forces, can-and must
join hands against: fascism.

- In so doing, ‘it is very import-
~ant to stamp out all vestiges

of sectarianism, which is Ha-

" ble to obstriuct the mobilisa-
tion of the masses against -

reaction and fascism. The
unity of the democratic for-
ces, above all of the working:
class, is the most reliable bar-
rier to the fascist threat.

~ Who obstructs the unity of
the working class? Imperjalist
reaction and its henchmen jn
the working class movement,

_such as Guy'Mollet and Spaak,

the- anti-Communist-minded

its revisionist programme, in’

which- they  attacked. the
Marxist-Leninist positions of

tr¢hie' Iriternational Communist

1 dsk you, could
Marxists really have ignored
these facts? Of -course, not.
This is the reason why all the

Parties which. uphold Marx-'

ism-Leninism, . criticised the
programme of the League of
Communists ‘of Yugoslavia.
1Qur position. in regard to
the views. held by the Yugo-

slav leadership is_clear. We-

have, defined .it repeatedly In
all frankness, while the Yugo-
slav leaders keep twisting and

. turning and-evading the truth.

They want to conceal .the

. substance of their differences

with the Marxist-Leninists.

the views and.policies. of the -And this substance is that the
‘‘Yugoslav revisionists deny the

need - of - international class
that they have
abandoned working class posi-

"tions. They are trying to tell

the world that there are. two
bloes in it, two military.camps.

“Yet everybody knows that the

Socialist camp, which smbra-
ces Socialist countries of Eu-
rope and Asia, is not a mili-

tary camp, but 2 community

evisionism

ist countries, we shall find, as
= - : indicated in economic publi-
Social-Democratic leaders. We .ations, that it is rising much
- knowall these. -chieftains of more. slowly in Yugoslavia.
. anti-Communism by name ° yygoslav practice itself refu-
and do not count on them ies the theoretical
when we speak of joint WOrkK- . rjes” of the Yugoslav revision-
ing class action. Most of the ) S o
rank-and-file in the Social-- 1f Yugoslaiiia ‘is behind in
Democratic parties are friends . jt5 development, if it does not
of peace and social Progress, march, but rather zigzags,
although their idea of -how to - zlong the. Socialist road. the
win them is different t0 ours, . responsibility for this falls en-
to the Communist idea. And. tirely on the revisionist anti-
it is precisely in the struggle parxist line of the leadershipl
against reaction and fasciSm .of the League of Communists
that Communists and Social- of ‘Yugoslavia Which has its
Democrats should find a.com- own special idea . about the
mon language. It is high time rgle of the Party in building
for the representatives of all gocialism. The Yugoslav revi-
the trends in the labour mo- . gjonists minimise the Party’s
vement, after casting off the rple and, in- effect, reject
mountebanks- of anti-Com- 1enin’s teachings of the Party
munism, to sit round ohe table peing the guiding force in the

- and work out a mutually ac- ‘struggle for Socialism. . -
ceptable platform of joint  The S
. working class action in de- jeg watch the developments in
fence of their interests, of - yugoslavia with concern. The
peace. fraternal peoples of Yugosla-
: . .. via -have at the price of

‘support, liberated themselves
 ‘from German .and' Italian

" - _occupation, have overthrown-
the rule of their .own bour-
geoisie, and taken theé road of

. Lo .. of the Yugoslav leadership,
of equal nations fighting for -aimed at opposing Yugoslavia
peace and'a better life,
‘Socialism and Communism. - International Communisi Mo-
The other camp is the impe- - vement, may lead to the loss
rialist camp  which seeks at of the Soclalist gains made’ by
any price to maintain its sys- the Yugoslav people. )
tem of oppression and viol-  We have the very friend-
ence, and threatens war. We liest feelings for the fraternal
did not make up these camps. = peoples of Yugoslavia, for the
_They emerged in the process Yufoslav Communists, those
-qf social development. heroes of underground , and

The Yugoslav leaders claim partisan struggle. In a num-
that they stand. outside all ber of questions of foreign
blocs, above the camps. Yet  policy we hold common  views.
in point of fact they are in the We shall continue to develop

. Balkan bloc, which consists of - trade with Yugoslavia on a
Yugoslavia, Turkey and Gree- reciprocal basis. We shall work

- - ge. It may be recalled that the for cooperation with Yugosla-
latter two countries are mem- via in all questions of the
bers of the aggressive NATO anti-imperialist struggle, for
bloe, and that Turkey is also . peace, In which our attitudes
a member -of the Baghdad ' will coineide. .. . .~
Pact. The leaders of the Lea- How will matters stand in
gue of Communists of Yugo- . the Party sphere? That will
slavia resent our telling them = depend. on -the League of
that they-are sitting on two- Communists’
chairs. They insist that they ‘Its leadership _has - isolated
are sitting;on their own Yugo- ~ itself from the International
slav ‘chair. But for some rea- ‘Communist Movement. There-
son this Yugoslav chair is held fore, it is now up to the Lea-
up by the“American monope- . gue of Communists of Yugo-
lists! ‘And:it:is precisely this slavia-to make a turn towards
“no-bloe” position, this neu- rapprochement with the Com-
trality which . the leaders-of munist Partles on a Marxist-

the League »Qf _Communists of Lgninist basis. This would also

NEW AGE

: ‘has a distinct  whiff : of the

- .goslay Socialism. The history.:

‘no case when the bourgeoisie -

" . The eruclal test of a coun-

by the great ‘Lenin, Is the’

Relations

. results? It is that very party,

road which leads to the best

“discove-"

Marxist-Leninist Part- .

" great: sacrifice, with---Boviet

Socialism. Yet now the policy -

for to the Socialist camp and the -

of Yugoslavia. .

be in the interests of the Yu- o

goslav people. -

. ' The Communist - movemens

CONTINUED FROM PAGE7

has dealt revisionism crushing -

‘blows_ But revisionism is nob
dead ‘yet. It must be ‘borne in.

mind that the imperialists will

in every way seek to support

and rally the revisionists.

There is ‘also- the need to

combat dogmatism and secta-
rianism, which impede the de-
velopment - of Marxist-Lenin-
ist theory ~and its creative
application, and cause - the
Communist - Parties to lose

nin’s injunction to strengthen
the
masses, to give utmost heed to

the voice of the masses, and .

to stand at their head, is

sacred to all of us Commun-,

ists.

]

Between

- Communist

Parties

As - regards reiationé . bet-

ween the fraternal Parties N
within the framework of the-

connections' with ~the

. contact with the masses, Le- - A

International Communist Mo- ..

vement, we have always fol- -

lowed Lenin’s approach. Lenin -

taught us that these relations -

are to be built upon- the equa-
lity and independence of the
national detachments of the
international working - class
movement, upon the principles
of proletarian ' international-
ism. 1t is precisely because all
the Parties have equal Tights

that they maintain relations .

of confidence . and voluntary.
cooperation, that they volun-
tarily and. consciously seek
joint action as component ele-
ments of a single great army
of labour. : :

All the Communist Parties

are independent - and shape

their own policy, . proceeding
from -the -concrete conditions.

in their respective 'countries. -

" They haye. scored successes in .

their work, are steadily ex- .

tending their influence, in-
creasing the number .of their
followers, and winning pres-

tige in all sections of the peo- .

ple.- . - .
- Imperialist - ideologists, .and -

' the revisionists who take.their

‘cue from them, strive in every

‘'way.to undermine the growing

influence ‘of the Communist

Parties and spread.the spufi-

ous tale about the Commun-
ist movement being “made-in

- Moscow” ‘and about the Com-
~munist and Workers’  Parties

being dependent upon the

Commyhnist Party of the So-.

viet Union. The Yugoslav.re-
visionists, who allege that our
Party seeks “hegemonism” in
regard to the other.. Parties,
show - particular zeal. - They
went so far as to include a
thesis on “hegemonism” in

_their programme. "They, con-

tend that our Party interferes

: in the internal affairs of other

countries, and wants to-control

_the other Communist Parties.

And the reactionaries are
very grateful to the Yugoslav
revisionists for this slander.

. It is ridiculous to think that -

a political party of the work- :

ing class,

hundreds of thousands, and

sometimes - millions of mem-
.bers, could be
any country from outside. No
one will believe, for example,

‘organised in'.

which often’ has *-

that the Italian Communist -
Party of 2,000,000, the French'

of 500,000, the Indonesian of
1,500,000, the Indian of nearly
300,000 and other "fraternal -

- Parties have been “established

* SEEPAGE 11
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-a case "of pointing
. planning and mismanagement "
+ Nobody would be so naive as

" ‘behind the “purdah”. .

THE DEVILS AND .

THEIR ADVOCATES

The decisions of the Bangdlore Session of the-AITUC

-

General Council have hit the
the Hindustan, Times could not conceal its agony. Writirg' '

Devil” right in the: eye. And

- editoriglly on January 21, under the caption “Devils A

. vocate”, this Devils Advocate writes that the AITUC “has
thrown itself into an imaginary ‘war of defence of the
public sector against its detractors.” .

ness mouthpiece tries to lull

“public vigilance by attempting
- to make out -a ‘case: that the -
" *'The Hindustan Times tries to

public sector is. not only under

. no attack, 'all that the ‘private

sector is doing is to “point out

~ cases of bad planning and mis-

management in the public sec-

- tor” and that the Government"
should “look . askance” at this

“gnthusiasm” and “tenderness”

‘for the public sector shown. by
- the AITUC." i

It will be difficult to believe
that the Mundhra -game to cheat
the biggest public sector finan-
cial institution, the LIC, with

-~ the help. of certain helpful offi-

¢ials. and politicians was just
out “bad

to think that the Big Business
ballyhoo against the Defence
Ministry’s plans to manufacture
trucks in the public sector was

a constructive endeavour under-.
-taken with the best of motives

towards' the public sector."
In fact the year 1958 had seen
‘a big concerted attack .on the

" public sector-and its expansion
“and growth. .

*‘That is why even the Prime
Minister had to hit out at Cal-
cutta against these “purdah
nasheens” and - their ~activities

The AITUC, as the premier

" trade union. organisation of

the country . has, therefore,

. discussed these developments .
KHRUSHCHOV REPORT =

" by Moscow” and that theif
- 'members are “foreign agents.”

Some say that the “depen-
dence” of the Communist and

Workers’ Parties on Moscow is

corroborated by.statements to

-'the effect that the CPSU

stands at the head of the In-
ternational Communist. Move-
ment. In doing so they refer
to the "well-known ‘clause in
the Declaration of the Mos-
cow Conference, -~ which says

“that “the - camp 'of Socialist
. States is headed by the Soviet
* Union.” : IR

The Communists of the So-
viet Union and of all the other
countries think that thereby
tribute was pald to our coun-

- try and to our. working class,

which has, under_ the leader-

ship of the Communist Party

headed by the great  Lenin,
been the.first fo carry out the

_ Socialist revolution; the first

to take power. In these forty
odd years we have travelled &
long way along:a difficult road
of struggle and victory - and
have built up & powerful
State, the bulwark of all the
Socialist 'countries and of the

World Comrmunist ‘Movement.. -

(Stormy applause).

- We -convey our ’ hearfy

* thanks to the fraternal Part-

jes for ‘this appreciation of

o

the hisforic role of the Soviet.

Union and the CPSU. (Stormy
prolonged applause) = .

.-It must be emphasised, how-
ever ‘that there has always

" been’ complete equality - and

independence for all the Com-
munist and ‘Workers’ Parties
and: the Socialist countries in

the Communist movement anad -

in the Sociallst camp. The
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T S Birla-owned Big Busi-

"ATTUC frying to create “trou-

‘nance factories. , *

strugele and are striding con-

and adopted its important
" “Declaration” and it has quite
sunderstandably provoked the
Devils ard their Advocates.

win'a debating point over the
AITUC by wailing about the

ble” .in the LIC and the Ord-
The Hindustan Times knows
the inconvenient reality that

-

-the 'AITUC stubbornly defends
" the rights and-demands of the
working class and with equal
determination defends the pub-

lic: sector and the development

plaps that take the country for-
- ward while fighting all the trou-

ples fomentéd by Big Business-

men - and their  bureaucrat
“friends. . : ’

The Hindustan Times out-
burst is only a compliment to
the correct policies and the
growing strength of the AITUC.

. Textile Bosses Get -
* Rude Shock .=

B OMBAY'S: textile bosses
27 got a rude. shock when-
-the Industrial Court, Bombay,
on January 29, 1959, rejected
their plea for a 33 llgl})er cent
cut in the deamess allowance
paid to cotton textile workers.

After having created an- all-
India hue and cry about “crisis
in textiles” and having unsuc-’
cessfuly - attempted: to use the

_fictitious . closure$ ;of concerns.
‘arising more outiof mismanage-

ment and lengthy "and costly
litigation among ~partners, to
demoralise . the workers, they
thought ‘that the public mind .
‘was now ready to receive their
proposals to cut dearness allow-

.ance and “save” the industry. .

They had also calculated' that

Communist Party.of the So-
viet Union does not control
any other country. There are
no “superior” ‘and “subordi-
nate” Parties in the Commun-",
ist movement. All the Com-.
munist -and Workers' Parties
are equal and - independent.
All of them bear responsibility

" for the destiny of the Com-

munist movement, for its fail-
ures and its success (Appiau-
se). -And each Communist
and Workers’. Party bears res-
ponsibility. to the working
class, to the working people of
its country, to the Interna-’
tional Workers' and Commun- -
ist Movement. In their strug-
gle for working class interests,
for Socialisin, the Communist

Parties combine the universal- -
““domains” and withdraw into

‘tenets of Marxism-Leninism
with - the concrete historical
and national conditions in
their countries. Only & Marx-
ist-Leninist  Party. connected
with the working class, with
the people of its country, is
able to know the concrete con-
ditions of -struggle; it alone
can work-out, & political line
conforming  to .these . condi-
tions and taking account of
the traditions of the working
class movement in its country.
“The Communist Party of the
Soviet Union was built up by
Lenin in the spirit of proleta-
rian internationalism. We So-
viet | Communists have not
only mastered Marxism-Len-
.inism, but have - defended it
‘against enemies of all hues.T'
Guided by this teaching, thé
Soviet people, with the Com- -
munist Party at their head,.’
have -built Socialism In grim

- turned down ~*he plea and re-

the workers' bargaining capa-
city was not quite up to the

‘mark and their wish would be -
carried through. ‘

The bosses pleaded that the

financial position of the indus-

i{ry at present was very pre-
carious and that its profit-mak-
ing capacity was on the decline.
They, therefore, pressed for a
one-third reduction in the dear-
ness allowance paid to the
textile workers. c

. But the ‘Labour Court has

fused . to take a ‘“pessimistic
view of the industry even in’ the
near future”’ - .
Quite obviously the mill-
oowners could not conceal the.
fact that a mill in Bombay,

- .closed down as an indication.

fidently forward to Commun-
ism (Applause). We have al-
ways loyally followed the great
international  teaching of
Marx, Engels and Lenin, and

" shail always do so. Figurative-
‘1y .speaking, . our Communist
. Party regards itself as one of

the forward detachments of
the World Communist Move-
ment; the detachment which
is the first to be .taking - the
summits of Communism. And.
ont our way to Cominunism we
shall. not be stopped by any
avalanche or landslide® No-
body ecan make us turn off the
path leading to Communism.
(Stormy applause) -
We have always held the
view, and still do so, that none
must retire to their national

‘their own shells. We think
that the might of the Social-
ist camp must be reinforced in
all ways and that the unity of -

" the International ~Communist

Movement must be further
cemented in accordance with
the principles adopted by all
the fraternal Parties in the
Moscow Declaration.
_Concern for the solidarity:
and strength of our ranks Is
‘the . supreme - internatfonal
duty of each Communist and
Workers’ Party: Success in
‘the national cause of the
working class is inconceivable
without . the. international
solidarity of all its~ detach-

_ments. (Prolonged applapse)
X =

[NEXT WEEK: EXTRACTS
FROM N. 8. KHRUSHCHOV'S

' REPORT FROM THE SEC-

TION DEALING WITH COM--

. MUNIST  CONSTRUCTION] _
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of the sé-called “erisis”; . was

taken over by the Government

and is now - making even a
" profit. The Sitaram Mill in
" Kerala nas also in . “crisis”.
_* Butsince the Government has
taken. it over as a mwrtgage
in possession, it is doing very:
well. . o :

The “stocks” in Kanpur would
clear in no time :if there is.a’
slight reduction in price. "

No one would, therefore,
agree that there'is a “crisis” in
the ‘textile industry. . )

. - Yes! Anyone -could see tlie
crisis in the business morality
of our textile bosses.

This Labour Court® decision

is an important victory for the
textile workers and will streng-
then them in- their struggle ag-.

ainst the fictitious “crisis offen- . .

‘sive” of the. textile kings in

our
country. . ) s T

MINISTERIAL

‘BOOST
7O INTUC

N January 27 were held

the- so-called electionsto
the Telangana sectiop” of the
INTUC in Andhra Pradesh.

.8ri G. Sanjeeva Reddy is re-
ported: to have been . elected
“unzgnimously” as the President
of the Telangana INTUC. And

_Sri T. Anjiah, the leader of the
rival group, ‘appears to have
" completely surrendered to' the
other group. . He is'now .only.a

But the most glaring high-
light of this trade union meet-
ing was the fact that the
meeting was presided over by

. the Minister for Irrigation
_ and. Power. It was addressed
by
Andhre Pradesh, Sri N. San-
jeeva Reddy, and the Presi-
‘sident of the Pradesh Con<
gress, Sti P. Ranga Reddy. So
it was in this atmosphere of
awe created by ‘the presence
of these ‘dignitaries of the
Congress and the Government
that “unity” was achieved in-
gide the INTUC. :

CONTINUED FROM PAGE [0 = member of the Bxemuine.

less boosting of the INTUC by
the Chief -Minister and the
Minister for Irrigation - and
Power ' that 'is taking place in
Andhra Pradesh, It is the fac-
tion’ that supports and. thrives.
on the direct- patronage of the
Chief Minister and his'group
inside "the Congress that rules
the roost in the INTUC in" this
State. : :

. More.
that, the Chief Minister told this
meeting that there was a ‘“vast
scope of work for the INTUC.”
And this scope “particularly”
included the “Road Transport

Collieries.” . L
: The Chief Minister was thus
ppenly  inciting “the INTUC to
resort to  splitting' . activities

ries. workers, both of ‘whom are
well organised in their recog-

desh . Transport . Employees’
“Union  (independent with Ma-
khdoom Mohiuddin, M.LC.," as
its President) and the Singareni
Collieries Workers’ Union (AI-

@ BY RAJ éA’HADuk ‘GOUR; .M. P.
- , SECRETARY, ALL-INDIA '.l‘RADl|§ UNION CONGRESS -

the Chief 'Minister of.

It is such open and shame- '

Press reports indicate -

Corporation and the Singareni

among the transport and _c_o]Jie- X

nised unions—the Anghra Pra-.

TUC; with T. B. Vittal Rao,

| M.P}-as its President).
. No_ wonder, therefore, that:
"'the INTUC workers resorteéd fo.

" beating the ATTUC workers in "

Kothragudum .recéﬁtly and ~the-

police have faithfully launched - .‘
both . " against . . attackers - -

: Lases
and. !counter-cases
‘attacked. - v
That is why Sri M. A. Rashid

against the-

. (noi the General Seeretary :of
' the INTUC in ‘Telangana) .is

trying his splitting activities in
the Road Transport "Workshop'
and had recently been forced to'

beat|a shameful ‘retreat When. _

' he tried to’ “organise” a meet-

Such is the “code of-disci-

. pline” advoeated by the Con-

.gress Governiment in” Andhra
... Pradesh. How then' could the

ing ja't the gates. ° : e

'IMTUC be expected:to adhere -

R B A -
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to the Code of Discipline and.
the inter-union Code of Con-" .

B

uct when the Chief Minister
himself, who incidentally also
hqlds the Industries and the

directly. encouraging and in-
‘citing the INTUC to break all

- codes_ and conventions? i .-
‘This attitude is not only a
menace to the trade unipn
movément but is.also a danger
* for the democratic movement
and ordeérly industrial relations.

*'Workers Wm s

Law and Order portjolics, is

4

ES.L Extension . -

A HIRTY-TWO thousand in- ..
. sured workmen in Andhra -

Pradesh covered - by, the Em-~.
ployees’ State Insurance Scheme

. now in force in -the twin cities .
~ of Hyderabad and -Secundera- .

bad;; Vijayawada, Eluru, Guo- . =
. -tur, ;Ma_ngalagiri,’f' Visakhapat-

nam, Neliimarla "and Chitti-

walsa_have ‘secured the exten- ' -

sion ; of{ the scheme to - their
- families since January 26, 1959.

But the benefits to the fami- -

lies are to be .confined only to_- -

+ out-patient treatment and-doci-

li.ary gnidwi_f.éry. - .
BONUS AGREEMENT .
"IN KERALK
- CoR

OR the first time in ‘the,

NI

. " history of the coir factory~, - .+

: workers in:Kerala, numbering

- 50,000,a bonus agreement has . -
reached for a peﬁQd of three .

years.

This ’agreerhent ‘was reached .

in the Tripartite Coir Industrial
: Relations Committee  at

1959;

According
a.minimum bonis of 5 3|8 per
.cenit [of the total.‘earnings will
“'be paid to the -workers €very

year|as a deferred wage irres-

pective of profit or loss in the

* trade: “And in the évent of -an

i increase in the ‘expont of coir

its © .
meeting held -on January 5,

1o this agreement, ’

* yarn, mats and -mattings from .-
- the State, an additional increase’ "
.in bonus of 1|4 per cent of earn-. "

ings' would be granted as. a

“ewt. over. 14 lakh cwt. L
Thus for the year 1957-58, the
. workers would be pﬁd a bonus

shate 'in" profit for. every. 35,000 < ... .-

equivalent to 73|8 Her cént of© ..

“the total earnings as the export '

figure was 17-1]2 lakh cwts.”.

N
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Stéel plants ‘in the USSR |
Modest .and yet full of self-
eonfidence; he explained to us

all the latest instruments ins-

talled * in the blast furnace
which make it the last’ word

v_in technique.

The Bhilai blast- furnace
~~when it was-designed was
the only one of its kind in
" the world. Since then some
more of its type have been’
- ‘'set up by the Soviet. experts
so that now on commissnon-

: i ing, it is one of seven of its

- kind in the whole world. In
eontrast to it, one s_em_or

NEXT to the Soviet Unlon
and Czechoslovakia, it
is with Rumania amongst
the Socialist_countries that’
India’s economic relations
in the postwar period have
been the most fruitful. This
.has been so not only in oil;-
in which Jwalamukhi
(where work has been un-
" assistance) has blazed a .
8 new trail in'State enter-
- prise, but also a_ number of
other spheres in- which
- Rumania’s fraternal -coope-
“:ration has been equally
profitable.
* Taking oil first, besides
the . drilling operations at
Jwalamukhi where a Ru-
manian rig has been in
. operation, two more rigs for
¥~ installation in the Cambay
region are stdted to be’ on
-their way. This would bring
the .number of Rumanian
‘rigs in - operation in the

. “§  country to three by March

or April. =

Besides - collaboration in
B oil prospecting, Rumania
Y has also contracted to set
up the country’s first oil

ment, concluded in this
connection, Rumania will
provide a long-term credit -
of nearly Rs.’5.3 crores to.
meet the ‘foreign exchange
- cost’ of .the refinery which

Fifteen per cent' of the
credit offered will be repaid
in six instalments, the first
to commence 30 days after
the signing of the agree-
.ment and the last 30 days
after the commissioning of -

. - the refinery. . The balance
‘will be repaid in ten instal-
ments  with the first two

commencing -on. December

dertaker with - Rumanian.

- refinery in the public sec- .
tor. According to the agree-

_ § will have an annual Tefin-
- § ing capacity. of 750, 000. tons.

iThe coke oven . at ‘Bhilai,

o Bhlian—l.ast Word in-

engineer who has received
his training in the U.S. and
has - also-been in Western
Europe told us, the blast
furnace at Rourkela is an
“out-moded 1929 type.”

Prior to the commissioning
‘6f the Bhilai blast furnace a
sedulous whisper campaign
had been carried on among
the high officials of the Hin-
dustan Steel (Private) Limi--
ted (HSPL), to some extent -
directly by the West Germans,
that Bhilaf’s blast furnace -
would not be redady for-com-
missioning on the announced

. date, They based this on the

31, 1961, and the last end-v
ing on December 31, 1965.
The rate of interest will be
2.5 per cent.
The Rumanian Govern-
ment would buy ‘Indian
. goods as far as possible
against Tepayments made
. under agreement,. and the
balance of rupee credit, not
thus utilised, will be con-
vertible into transferable
free currency after April 1,
1961. It will also undertake,
under ~ the terms. of. the’
agreement :
refinery; to  supply - the .
equipment and -materlals
for process units and auxi-
_Hary installations;
sure that design as well as
machinery and equipment
supplied conform to the

to design the -

to en-. .

Technique

fact that, according to their
practice, they had started test

-tapping at Rourkela as early

ag January 24, because unless

;they did it so ‘much in ad-
‘vance, they could not be sure
that the furnace would yield

pig iron on its ceremonial

inauguration. .

The Soviet people on: the
‘ofher hand proceeded calmly,
perfecting every stage of their
preparations and made the
first test tapping only ten
hours before the inauguration
ceremony. . ‘The prophets of
doom who had been spreading
panic among the HSPL offi-

tation as well as for drilling
operations. The . Govern-
‘ment of India is, however,'
reported to have already
invited & West German
firm MANSMAN for colla-
boration in -setting up a
.pipe-fabricating plant- at
Rourkela  (The ' Hindus-
tan Times, Febrmary 9),
In view of the . difficulties
encountered in collabora-
tion with a number of other -
West German firms in the
establishment of a steel
plant, it.would be interest-
ing to know the reasons
which impelled the Govern-
ment to accept MANSMAN’s
oﬂer.

Rumania can also be &

“ good source of supply- of
_ kerosene and other petro—

“year and-a half,

*ports, more- so,

_be of immense benefi to

<HH! *‘H“H@@t*4!**4!*4!4!*4!4!4&*4@@!41*i*%lﬂi@@ﬂl# KKK ¥¥¥*¥¥¥¥¥¥¥*¥¥¥¥¥*¥‘k¥i 'k'ki'ki*%k%HK*%Hl**iiii{***ﬂii*k‘k%ﬂl%kﬁ

“clals were totaily confounded
that ‘within 24 hours of fring
the furnace, the first tapping
had.beeri made, ' Some then
came rushing’ to see whether

" pig-iron was, actually coming
out or this too was a piece of L

Russian propaganda.
.Rere it is apt to recall the
. tribute paid to the Soviet

experts by Sri N C. Srivas- *

. tava, General nager of
-the Bhilai ‘Steel Project :
. “Theyareacautious crowd,”

he says, “insistent on com-~

pletion of every detail ac-

cording to specification and

"- on thorough testing of each
machine before starting any
unit.”

V. E, Dimshitz
Chief Engineer,
the  inauguration
said,
Bhilai would be representing

speaking at
ceremony,

the last word in-the metaliur-‘

gical technique.”’

The keen interest that is
continuously ' being taken by
the Soviet people and particus
larly by the steel workers of
the Soviet Union in the .suc-
cessful completion of the
‘Bhilal project is shown by the
fact cited by Dimshitz that
more than 400 Soviet factories

have worked to supply 360,000

tons - 6f the most modern
equipment-——structural refrac-

-tories and other materials.

Dimshitz showed how the
first stage of the steel plant
had been constructed in such
a short period of time ‘as an
calculating
from the time of laying of
foundations. -Dimshitz assur-

"ed that the plant had been

constructed “with high quall-
ty, soundly, with a view to
ensure the working of this

factory for inany;‘many_shyears .

able-in Indian rupees. Why. -
should it then be difficult
for the ‘Government. to
remove .obstacles in its im-
‘when it
can thereby strengthen its
bargaining position . vis-a-
vis the western monopolies?
Another important line
of . production in . which
Rumanian assistance can.

us is the -manufacture of .
road-rollers, Already we are
importing nearly a hundred
road-rollers from her, while .

" omr reqmrements stand at

600. " Sinecé our indigenous
capacity is .only 120, it
would be more fruitful if
additional loeal eapacities
could be created for its pro-
duction. As it is, JESSOPS -

lndo-Rumaman Econom:c

Cooperat:on \

best and up-to-date Ru--
manian technical standards
jn " regard to quality and
workmanship, to ensure by
the Rumanian- engineers ,
and technicians  technical
_assistance In construction
work and technical super-
vision -for the erection of
the refinery; to train In-
dian technicians in refinery
designing, erectlng . and
operating in Rumania and
to indemnify the & Indian
- Government in ‘case 6f in-
fringement of foreign
patent.. :
Rumania’s experlence in
ml ‘industry can also -be.
~ gainfully utilised in instal~"
ling factories for fabricat-
- ing pipes for oil transpor-

leum ,products to our coun-
try. There are also a few
independent indigenous
‘distributing - companies ‘in
. our country, willing to act
" as agents for the purpose.
Somehow,; however, thelr
efforts in this connection
have not borne fruit. The
reasons behind it might be
. diverse, and paucity of
storage capacity might be
one of them, And yet, these:
“could not have been insur-’
mountable, especially when
creation of an additional
capacity of nearly 13 mil-
llon: - tons was specifically
envisaged in .the Second
Plan, : -
Rumanian oll is cheaper,
and its price is also repay- .

(of Mundhra- fame) produce

~ road-rollers at their Cal- -

cutta: works, but the amo-
unt of foreign exchange
defrayed by them on the
import of components.
(nearly Rs. 25,000) is almost
the same as.the price of a
complete imported Ruma-,

_nian road-roller.

This, however, throws an
interesting .sidelight on the
tactics of the western mo-
nopolies. Jessops was @&
British company till Mun-.
dhra purchased its con-
trolling shares. Hence, In .
collaborating with it in. -
credating - an Indigenous
capacity. all that these -
monopolies did was to ins-
tal a few machines to as-

"the Soviet Y

“This Indian plant in.

- ‘s better price in the mar- -

" tion,

%HW**FH‘*****

to come."'
that the Soviet’ specialists
“were doing .everything to

construct the steel plant at the -
high technical level within the

shortest time possible.”
“We aré convinced,” Dim-
. ghitz said, “that the Indian
engineers, and qualified
" workers having undergone
the course in Bhilai, will be'
setting up big industrlal
enterprises in India them-
selves.” .
Soviet Embassy’s Economic'
Counsellor Serveev,* speaking
on behalf of the Soviet Am--
bassador, referred = to ' the
Ranchi Heavy Machinery
Plant and oil explorations

along .with Bhilal for cons-
- truction with Soviet help.

testimony ot Soviet-Indian
friendship. He was sure that
with the progress of the Soviet

Union in accomplishment of- .

its Seven-Year Plan, great
prospects for Soviet Union’s

cooperation in industrial de-

.velopment -of the so-called
underdeveloped ‘countries will
.open up. He referred -to the
numerous telegrams of good
wishes that Bhilat had receiv-

which had contributed to its.
erection by supplying mate-
rial.

It was signiﬂcant that the
President extended his stay

in Bhilai by several hours °

and, addressing a meeting ‘of
the Bhilai staff on the evening

of. February 4, he is reported
to have expressed his_pro~ .
found . appreciation of. -‘the

work ‘being done by the Sovieb

experts, particularly in train-" -

ing Indian engineers.

sémble the components, ex-
ported by them.
Rumania’s assistance can
also be utilised in setting -
up a plant to produce car-
bon black (of which we
import nearly 10,000 tons at
present) from natural gas,
gvallable at Naharkatiya
in - abundance. Fertlliser

" manufacture and shipping . . )

are.some of the other lines
in which Rumania’s indus-
trial experience can be of
great help to us. Similarly, §
in setting up, and also in -
manufacturing, small blast
furnaces to convert our -
immense iron ore resources
. into pig iron (which fetches

ket) we could invite her
assistance. :

In trade--alsq, Rumania, )
in keeping with her Secial-
ist character, - has always
“been willing to import as
much of our goods as we
are willing to buy from her.- .
The payment, . too, being
invariably in rupees, invol-
ves no. foreign exchange.

In the context of the
significant role’ which Ru-~
mania has. hitherto played
in discovering for us our:
- most important mineral
product, oil, and in helping $§
to set up a plant to convert
it into finished product, as. &
well as in the light of the - &
bright. prospects which her
developing. industry offers
for. our own Iindustrialisa- .
it is -necessary that.
our Government and the
people unreservedly accept
her as a promising part-
ner in the country’s econo~ - &
mic progress. R

Febma.l'y 8.

He also declared

which India had undertaken _

These, he sald, were token and .

ed on its inauguration from - .
all the Soviet enterprisés -

o i R

- but’ praise
. Viceroy and other agents of

". Mountbatten,

~military

* FROM: PAGE 3.

_.accasions,” the identiﬂcation
“of the Congress. with trad-
-ing and meoneylending and
usurer interests in the old
,Punjab—these played a big
role. in keeping the Muslim
masses away from the na-
‘tional struggle. The: ideolo-
gical, religious and other
factors found ' a - breeding
ground on this—and of
course, there was, the British
Government . to promote

communal diﬂ.'erences at
" every step. ’
Like "all - other . Congress

) leaders,- the Maulana chooses
‘to-ignore these basic factors:

and comes to childish conclu-

- sions on a profound. subject.
- . 'The acceptance of the Cabinet

Mission Plan and  the entire.
trend of negotiations preced-
ing it, had made partition in-
evitable The Cabinet Mission
Plan, " which ~ the -

to his own scheme which he
got the Working Committee to
endorse, was only a prepara-
tion for final partition. Anyone
could see it. The facade of
united India was Kept only to
see that the British Govern-
ment escaped the blame for

" partition, to see that partition '

was “voluntarily” accepted by

the Congress. In these circum->

stances it is unrealistic to
suggest that had it not been
for this or that - statement
from Nehru, partition could
have been: avoided. : .
The most  aniazing, most
shocking thing in Azad’s nar-

Maulana -
. claims bore close resemblance

Wavell that the Congress
President felt. flattered when

the Viceroy described Con-.

gress leaders as -“‘gentlemen.”
“He also sald that whafever
‘their political opinion or their

differences with - the - Govern- -

ment, - Congress leaders were
gentlemen This remark of the
Viceroy spread all over Simla
and created.a stir in both offi-

‘cial and non-official ‘circles.”

<

ration  of events leading to -

partition is that while he eri:.
- ticises his colleagues for even

minor lapses, he has nothing
for the . British

British imperialism who were
openly undermining’the unity
of India. He is so much blind--

- ed by the resemblance of his

proposals -~ with - the - Cabinet
Mission Plan that he forgets

" . that .the British may have

had -their own designs and
objects, in. putting their plan.
He says that Jawaharlal Nehru
was influenced by Lord
! - ably supported
by:his worthy: spouse, Lady’
Mountbatten. Whatever truth
the statement may contain,

‘the  Maulana gives incontro-

vertible proof that he himself
was charmed and influenced
by. Lord Wavell “without the
help of a Lady Wavell, . .

- In' 1942, at the time of
Cripp’s Mission, ‘he Summed
up Wavell, who was then Com-

: mander-in-Chiei’ as. follows :

“The entire discussion pro-

" ceeded on politicallines. It did

not strike me for a moment
that we -were interviewmg a
expert, - for ~Lord
Wavell spoke like an expert
politician.” This was a correct
summing up. and it exploded
the excuse of Sir Stafford

- Cripps regarding transfer of

defence to Indian hands, . The

difficulty was not .technical .

but political..
. But the same Wavell ap-
peared as an entirely different

- .person to the Maulana in 1945,
. when Wavell was no longer the

Commandér-in-Chief but the
Viceroy- of India. “I saw that
his attitude was not that of
a-politician but of a soldler.”

" (A strange person, no doubt.
- He talked like a politician
and -

When he was a soldier,

- ‘partition

T could get an idea of how this '

.salary ‘of employees,

talked.like a soldier when he -

was a politician). It seems “he
spoke frankly and directly.”
He was even better than
Cripps. “He made no attempt

at embellishment and he cer- - :
-tainly was not trying to make‘

an impression.” -
~'So captivated was he by this

false demeanour of shrewd

FEBRUARY 15, 1959

(p. 107) This far from digni-

" fied satisfaction at'being des-

cribed as ~ gentlemen by an
imperialist -ruler shows to
what extent the late Azad had
fallen under the spell of
Wavell. - |

Unfortunately, throughout
the book Azad offers almost
a clear alibi to the British on
the question of partition and
fails to see the game they
were playing.” Azad fully knew
that the British Government
and - Wavell supported : the
League on the question ‘of
certain disputed clauses in the
Constitution. Mr. Jinnah had

stated that the provineces must .

compulsorily sit in the group
—Assam objected. to it— and
Wavell upheld Jinnah.

And yet, blinded by ‘is love

for the Cabinet. Mission Plan,

which he sald was his own

plan, Azad went on nursing
the belief " that Wavell and
others were interested in
keeping  India united. The

experience of - the Interim -
Ministry with the League and -

the role played by Wavell were
hardly noticed by Azad.

This ‘was really a- peculiar
situation. The British Impe-
rialists were step . by step
forcing the Congress to sue for
and® the Congress
President was totally blind to

this role of the British,’ He. .
. carried his blindness to the

extent of pleading with Gan-
dhiji-that de jure transfer-of
power be delayed for two-or
three -years (p. 188) i.e., the

British " should stay here to .

arbitrate between the Con-

* FROM BACK PAGE

while the contractor’s men

used to take five minutes..
From Communist Party Se-

cretary M. N. Govindan Nalr,

drive has been possible. This
switchover to nationwide con-
struction drive has been pos-

- sible because the. Communist-
_led Ministry ‘has,. despite all

the - obstacles placed  in its
path, been -able to take certain

" measures which help the toil-
From - the total .

irig ' people.
ban on eviction to raising the
from

highest bonus to plantation

workers to -assured salary for.

school teachers, all of them
have brought relief, however
small, to the lot of the poor
and the hard-pressed—all this
has established the bona fides
of the Ministry before the
people. Whether it is in the

 new approach to the role of
police ‘or the stress on.

the

strengthening “ the Pancha-

yats, the Ministry has shown

in. which direction 1t wants to
move forward.

The twin condxtions that

- have made this mass drive

. successful are therefore im-

portant. For one.thing, the

. ruling party does not make

use of these village level

" efforts . to augment its

‘own pos;tion. It takes a

truly non-sectarian. ap-

proach, not merely appeal-

« ing but- actnally mobilising

members of -other parties in

. the task. Secondly, the'poll--

)’S TESTAMENT - —

e

gress and the League. In fact

-this - was Wavell's proposal :

“Lord Wavell did not agree
regarding the announcement
of a date, He wished to persist
with the Cabinet Mission Plan,

for ‘he held that it was the:
-Only possible solution of the’
. Indian problem. He further

held that the British Govern-

. ment would fail in its duty if

it- transferred political power

before the communal question

had been solved.” (p. 177)
‘And finally in his abstract

_quest for unity, he went to the

length of pleading with
Mountbatten  for ‘postponing
transfer’ - of power to India.
“Till now, it was the Congress
which had been.insisting that
‘India’ should ‘be freed imme-
diately. Now it was the Con-
gress which asked that the
solution of the political prob-
lem might be deferred for a
‘year or two. Surely no one
could blame the British.” -

Such- was the end of his
unreal outlook -which ignored
the objectives of British impe-
rialism and the reactionary
class forces behind commun-
alism .

This was. more or less In-~
evitable - for the Maulana
was really detacklied from
the masses. In this book
which deals with the most

_ stirring -peried in the na-

tion’s history, the masses,
the people hardly find any
" place. The rebellious mood
" of the people, the death-de-
- fying ‘courage . which really

chased the British out of the .

country, the.glorious R.LN.
rebellion - and the huge
strikes of the working class
;" hardly find any place in it
‘except perhaps a bare men-
tion. The main actors are
always the leaders, especial-
Iy Maulana and the British
representatives. From the
point of view of understand-

ing the history of the stir-.

. ‘ring times, the book is
disappointing.
“The people, however, should

“Government,

be obliged to the Maulana for

blowing up. a couple of myths
sedulously spread by Congress
leaders. That- the Congress
leaders and Congress-as an
organisation considered viol--

ence permissible in the 1942

struggle - iIs made ' clear by
Azad. It clearly shows that
non-violence was observed as
an -expediency and not as a
principle. - N
“From 14th July to 5th
August, my time was taken in
a series of .meetings with
Congress leaders..: If, how-
ever, the Government arrested
Gandhiji and othér/Congress
leaders, the people wor'd be
free to. adopt any - method,
violent .or non-violent, to op-

- pose the violence of the’' Gov-

ernment . in - every possible
‘way.” (p. 81)
Azad was satisfled with .the

violent deéds of the people..

Writing in a subsequent chap-
ter, he says:
country had reacted violently
to the leonine violence of the

was ‘not confined to non-viol-
ent resistance. This was what
I had anticipated and to some
extent -even-advised and .dis-

cussed = with . our - workers "o

(p. 90):
: The Congress clalm to
adhere to non-violence as a
- prineiple, its claim to have
~won freedom only through

non-violent means: is blown -

to pieces.
Azad throws similar light op*

the strange transformation of -+

Gandhiji who would not have
any. movement- for-freedo

lest he might be accused of ex
ploiting the - war crisis: He-
would not cooperate with the
war eéven - if freedom were
granted. The idealist soon

changes into a- political leader -

and . declared after the 1942
movement: that - he would

participate in the war if.
India was freed. And later on,
-when he found the war ap-

proaching the borders _of
India, he decided to launch

“In a word, the

The movement -

“be lable to protect India. Non-

violence no longer determin’ es.

his decision.
And ﬁnally,

Azad>had

fonowing bitter words to. say -

about the fatal attack on Gan-"
dhi’s life. “After the. incident .
of the ‘bomb, it was natural to
expect that the police and the
C.ID. should - take special
precaution for his protection..
It ‘was not that such measures .
were difficult, . Some.” people
openly accused- Sardar Patel
of meﬁiciency ” 8ri Jaya Pra-

. kash Naram"‘clearly said.that

the Home Mmister could not

- escape the  responsibility for

his assassination.” To this-day,
Gandhi;i’s murder is a mys-
tery There is no explanation

why .no precautions were tak--
-en, though | Gandhiji himself.-

might not have liked them.
Only sri Néhru could throw
some light. Lo

| The autoblography of
i‘or the. people and yet. re-
" mained aloof ' from them. .
Hi$ liberal ~ bourgeois digits
made him misjudge things
but he was a stout champion

. xn the cause of Indian unity -

and independence. On many
events his judgements were
wrong but there-is an un-
doubted sincerity of purpose

" in all that he said and did. -

He was free from communal
bias which cannot be said
of ‘many  of hxs Congres
assoclates.

His autobiography reveals
the sorrows and anguish of'a
man who sees his dream ‘dis-
appearing—the dream of
Hindu-Muslim - unity—United

India—and gets shocks from.
vthe narrow communal beha-"

viour of some of hisscolleagues.

It should be read with great .
_care as the testament of a *

nationalist Muslim and.should
serve- to teach the- nation to
‘treat. its . nationalist Muslims
better than. it hasg hitherto
done.

(Febrnary 11, 1959)

"cies that -the Ministry is
pursumg and the measures
it: is undertaking are such
that an.overwhelming sec-
tion of the people could feel
that self-sacrifice is de-
manded from the common

‘ people not in a cynical way-

.while the rich are kept
practically untouched. They
see from actual experience
that for the sake of national
reconstruction and advance,
the rich have to contnbute
as much as the poor.
So, today in Kerala,

seldom come across talks

abouf “breakdown of law’ and
order.” And, in- its ‘place, you
could sense a new. dynamism,

for this campaign has shown

the 1latent energy in- our
people ’

That is but natural when
the people see things moving. -

The Two Steel

* FROM CENTRE PAGES

At Rourkela we noticed the
Germans had built- their own
exclusive “club and hospital

-above which flew the German

flag. Nowhere in- Bhilai did I

.notice .a ‘single. Soviet

Red. Flag—not _even - at the
inauguration ceremony of this
Indo-Soviet joint - venture!
When I happened -to remark
on this at-the lunch table a
Soviet friend  huiried to say:
“We are. only helping you to
Tun your plant So essentially

- NEWAGE

you -

Look at the case of a small’
irrigation scheme at Telliche=
ry. In 1937, the Congress pass- -
ed a resolution demanding it.
But the demand hasbeen ful-
filled  only in 1959, the magic
wand bringing it about in.two
weeks.. At Bawali, a lift- irri-
gation ! project was proposed-
in 1928, and it 'has started
now. :

The success of the mmor'-

_irrigation drive has already
~ led many to think whether
the same shramdan effort
. could not also be harnessed
" -for bigger projects as_well.
“I would like " to show the

Chinese ' that we in India .

can do it too,”
) Krlshna Yyer.

- As I was’ driving ‘through
"the _picturéesque cou.ntryside
early i’ the morning, I pon-

said Sri

it is yours and therefore the
Soviet flag is not flown.” It

.showed = the generosity and

disinterested -help the  -Soviet
people desire: to extend to the
Indian people. :

" But as at -Rourkela, I felt
India . should _have shown the
courtesy of giving a place- to
the -flag of a friendly nation
who was a partner in- the
‘joint venture, flying it side by
side, with the flag of the.In-
dian Republic - Very probably

"the remark of a Western Cor-_

respondent hit the mark when

dered over thls new turn in

Kerala Here is a truly nation~ -

al effort silencing all petty

feuds The great adventure of -

bmlding the nation is on~

napra is the name. What

‘memories it can still evoke in

nie| who has only ‘Tead -about

the. bravery- and “martyrdom .-

of hundreds- who fell here in
freedom’s ‘battle, against feu-
dal; autocracy. And with them

.came up in my mind’s, eye, the

shining figure ~ of . Krishna '
Pillai, with his beaming smile.

'I'oday,
the lead not only in building

a new ‘Kerala put beckoning .
the whole ‘of India .to new

’ glories.

he remarked with a laugh' .

“You see, the Red Flag hasa
meaning for the Indian peos
ple! which: the - German ﬁag
has not!” : ;

Bhilai had o spirit about it .

that ‘breathed confidence and:
hope. - 'As the young Indian ,
enigineer guide of ours ‘said:
“You will see; we shall be the
first- to produce steel”.

ed by the . selfless .help..given
to. us by t‘ne Socialist Soviet
Union . A

the Quit Irdia movément to-

'Suddenly the bus skirted &
-very* erdinary-looking”hamilet -
‘among cocoanut groves—-Pun-

' r_'A'Gr": THIRTEEN *

Azad is of 2 man who'strove - .

. .

it 15 the heirs of ~~ -
. "Krishna Pillai who are taking -

ants————

S This
‘confidence has been generat- .’
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at all, It kept silent on the
subject till five months later
the Court decided on-a verifica-
tion of: the living -~ to find out
‘who were dead—strange proce-
"dureto say the Jeast.

The Court entrusted this job
to jan Inspector .of Mines—his
name is still not known. This
- anonymous personality conduc-
~ ted a verification in the pre-

sence: of an under-manager of

the company—where and when
nobody knows. -This was five
months after the mines

from the workers' side before
the Court was almost over. The
 workers’® representatives. were,
ot course, not even . informed
‘that such a-parade was to take
plage. The result of the veris-
fication—the number 0f people
'mi§smgv was ‘exactly 176. To
what farce can enquiries be re-
duced to at times. =~ -
What is the truth? Or at least
the nearest to the truth? There

" is one way of arriving at it.

|, Mr. Taneja, speaking about
the man power distribution
“ ‘plan during. his evidence had

said that the variation bet-

ween the first shift and the
second on any day is negligi-
ble. On February 19, 1958,
310 workers had gone down
~the pits in the first. shift. It
could not have been very

much less in the: second -

_ ghift—in fact, there is ground
-to believe that more -work-
ers went down becguse the

. number of eXplosives distri-"
- buted in the second shift was

" imore than in the first. It Bill -

be nearer-the truth, therefore,
to ‘take- it that medr . about
three, hundred ‘workers™ got
killed in the accident. ~
; This was what New Age ha
gald immediately after the ac-

" cident and whatevet has hap-

_pened since has only confirmed

: "it.” To quote our report . of
© March :

1958: )
. “But enquiries on the spot

" . reveal that there are sufficient
- grounds to suspect that the offi-

‘cial figure is not at all reliable.
“To quote 'only one instance.

" Sri Sailen Saha, a miner ap-
! prentice,

reported that he had
-come out of the pit 45 minutes
before the explosion took place.
- Shortly ‘before that, a contrac-
tor had sent down five of the

* workers employed by him. But,

curiously’ enough, there is no

record in the register of their -

having gone down the pit.
worse still, it is reported

. that the records do riot show

actually how many Gorakhpuri
_w‘orkersv.‘and labourers employ-
ed. by contractors’ were inside

" the mine when the explosion

| “There .is thus & wpery
strong basis for - the wide-
spread apprehension in ‘the
“area that the total casualties
tmight be mnearer 300 than
1200.” :

|Add to this the report which
- appeared widely in the Caleutta -

Press: One ‘night in July 1958,

* “trucks belonging to the Bengal

“Coal "Company unloaded dead

- . bodies and = human ' skelelons

. Chinakuri along - the

| with bits of flesh still attached

to them 18 miles away from
> Grand
Trunk- Road. = Whose bodies
wete they? Why this nocturrial
attempt to dispose off dead bo-
dies? Was this the only case of
disposal”of dead bodies or were
,there more such' cases?

1 Can there be any doubt that
the Company had right " from
the beginning tried to.-conceal
the real number.. of casualties
with the full backing ' of the
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NEOWNERS
T SAFETY -

had -
been closed when the argument’

Court acquiesced in this game.
It could not. have been other-

wise with the type of procedure .

it adopted. .
Space does not permit a de-

tailed report of the ~procedure.

“adopted by the Court but here
are some of the glaring in-

~Jstancées—and " they are enough

to show that what was going on

was no enquiry in any sense of-

the word, enquiry fo find out
the truth. - B :
©. None of the workers’ re-
presentatives or anyone of
their nominees were allowed to
go down the mines during-the
dewatering operations to watch
it- and prevent the: tampering
or destruction of evidence.
& The two most vital witnes-
ses, Mr. Grewal and Mr,

TS EYES

Jabbi of the Mines Depart-
ment, who not only took all im-
portant decisions after the ex-
plosion, but dealt. with_all files
regarding the Chinakuri mine
prior to the accident, refused
to give evidence. The applica-
.tion of the workers’ union -to
the Court to direct them to give
evidence was refused because
of owners’ objection. )

@ Mr. Jabbi did not give evi-
dence but cross-examined
-all witnesses of the unions.

" This. despite the Union’s objec-

tion that a top official of -the
Department should not be al-

lowed to cross-examine the wit-

nesses as they would be afraid
to téll ‘the truth. Needless  to
say, the court which upheld
the owners’ objections, -reject-
ed the union’s.objection.

‘@ We-have already mention-
ed how the Court accgpted :

Mr. Rosser’s word against its
own neutral observer, Dr. Ba-
dami’s and how his observa-
tions-were ruled out even with-
out asking him a.question.

® The Court accepted most
. vital evidence from the
owners after the argument of
the unions was over and did not
even care to ask the unions to
examine them. Falling into
this category is ~Mr. Rosser's
note on a missing exploder. The
(Court says he found it on July’
27 but-nothing was mentioned
about it £l August. 29 when
the workers' -representatives
had left the court. On the basis
of such evidence
after the unions had finished
their arguments, the Court re-.
jected the contention of  the
unions.: . S,
@ The Court. dismissed . the
criticism of the union that

. fhe -Mines Department did not

carry out proper  preliminary
investigation and had colluded
with the management to sup~
press the evidence.

@ The Enquiry report has

- made the false statement in
para 49 that the Mines Depart-
ment had‘discontinued prelimi-
nary investigation after the an-
nouncement of the setting up of

-the Court of Enquiry. Regcords

show that the Departmiént. was
taking , statements’/from.- the
workers in _the- presencé of the
‘manager till' April 24, 1958,

@ The Court visitéd the Chi-

nakuri mine on 'a number

of occasions” along’ with Com-
pany officials and had discus-

produced

_.should ‘be realised;
‘much valuable evidence is lik-

ISREGARDED ALL

Mines Department? :And  the:

gions with them without in-
forming the unions. . i
@ The Court discussed  vital
pieces of evidence with the
management,. before 'disclosing
them in the open Court. )
@, Various documents .were
neither produced before the
Court, nor were copies given to
the unions, Certain documents
were’ marked exhibits after the
arguments. of. the unions were
over. .Of course, . no copies
were -given to the unions. "
One wonders why the En-

“quiry was instituted at all—if

the idea :was only to whitewas
the owners’ crimes. S
_ If this has been the record of

the Court .of Enquiry, that of -

the Department of Mines s,
worse——fully substantiating the
charge of collusion ~ with the

THE MINES DEPARTMEI

TO ALL VI

@ The Department did not
conduct the preliminary in-

vestigation properly.- It interro- ~ -
-many to be listed here.

gated some of the worketrs more
than once, but no statement
was taken from the manage-
ment side giving them ample
time to. build up facts. to suit
their: theories. When state-
ments were being tdiken from
the workers, , the manager of
the Company was allowed to
remain inside ~ the room, but
unions’ representatives - were
barred. : . o
© The Department did’ not

mention in its statement
how many people went down in
the shift, how many were kill-
ed, how many were: injured—
the first point of any prelimi-
nary investigation. Yet all the

records were with the Depart-

ment. after the accident.

@® The Department did not
refer to anyone of _the

grossest violations of the Mines

Act, rules, regulations’ and sa-

fety laws—and there were

plenty of them as can be seen

later. N

@ Just after the accident the”

‘ Regional-Inspector of Mines
and five Inspectors of Mines
reached the colliery even be-
fore the rescue team. But not
one of them went down.

The ‘Amlabad Court -of En-
quiry had recommended “the
desirability of inspecting- the
condition of ventilation. by a
Mining Enginéer and thé condi-
‘tion of electric apparatus by an

Electrical Engineer’ (both un- i

connected with . the manage-
ment and Department of Mines)
immediately after an accident
otherwise

ely.to be lost.” -

The Department of Mines op-
; Industrial; .
Committee on Coal-Mining had | |

posed this and the

agreed to’its suggestion ' that|
“gg it is the function .of “the-

‘Mines Department to investi-

gate into mine accidents, it was
considered 'that the - collections

-of evidence should be left to

the Department.” Yet in China-
kuri, none went down the
mine. S ’

stances can be narrated. And
NEW AGE -

‘" affer reading them, one feels:

lke asking: Is the ~Depart-
ment of Mines a part of the
Government or has it - been
‘turned inte a wing
" management? T )
‘Guilty are’ the owners of the
Chinakuri mine for the death
of these workers, ) -
- Just look ' at these ' figures
-from the owners’ statement it-

self: average monthly output iii

the mine was 1,430 tons in 1955,
4,160 tops. in 1956, 7,855 tons
up ‘to November 1957, - 10,300
tons in. December 1957, 11,700

-tons in January 1958, and in. -

February, the month of the ac-
cident, .it was ]
reach 14,000 tons. ‘This . rise
in production - was -not due to

any opening up of new working
faces in the mine. - On the con--
" trary, the numb

»of working

faces had beconi¢ - less before

the explosion becayse stone dy-

kes had been en untered _in
the Eastern. Distriet. -

"HOW was production ~ being
increased then? By a reckless

production drivé violating all

safety laws-and rules and re-
gulations under the ‘Mines Act.

These -_violations. are. :to0
But
here are some—enough to show

.the enormity of the owners’

crime.

The registers and records: of
the mines were false, unrelia-
ble and inaccurate; plans .did
not convey any picture of the
‘mine and were either six
months old or unrepresentative;

" gas was not being cleared from

the mines; men had to be with-
drawn ‘repeatedly from under<
ground because of accumula-
tion of gas (even on the day of
explosion contractors’ men had
refused -to go down 'and Gora-
khpuri labour had been push-

‘ed in instead); the treatmént of

coal dust by -stone dusting @id

_not conform to the minimum

requirements of the regulations;
there ‘was no ventilation officer;
there ‘was neither any -attend-
ance officé nor any attendance
clerk; no record ~of explosives’
issued to contractors was kept;

mining sirdars were. not given .

saféty lamps to check gas; there
was a shortage. of lamps; air

_crossings - and stoppings were

not even completed; no.modern
apparatus to check gas was pur-

- chased even.- .

of the.

“estimated 1o .

‘The Court itselt had to re-
mark: “...wherever there was

- an excess of .gas found, it was -

due to defective ventilation...”;
«,..proper -steps were not al-

" ways. taken  in. time ‘to dulte

gas”; “stone dusting in the mine

does not appear 1o have been.

adequate even to meet regula-
tions.” . ; -

Every rule and .regulation‘

_could wait, every safety mea-
_sure could wait. - But not coal
production. . That’ had - to -be
raised. And so hundreds’ of
workers were sacrificed; The
owners-must be made to an:
swer for. this crime.. /The De-
partment .of Mines which clo-
sed its eyes to all these viola-
tions should be put in-the dock.

This was what - the miners’
Jeaders demanded when the
Mines Safety Conference .be-
gan in Dhanbad on January, 29.

General Secretary of the . .

_ Indian Mine Workers Fe-

deration Kalijan Roydeclars

ed that the Federation’ repre-
- sentatives could not sit'in'a
‘ conference to discuss ‘the
‘question of sofety in mines
with people who were guity
of hiding: the truth about
' Chinakuri, who had . distorted

-and suppressed evidence and
- disposed of dead bodies . in-
-gecret’ to hide the real figu-

[res of casualties. . ' . - .

. Roy’s finger was .~ pointin
to the owners of the Bengal
Coal Company, representatives
of the Mines Department and

Dr. Whittakker, one of the as- .
. gessors of the Court of Enquiry.

Dr. Whittakker, . incidentally,
was. honoured. with the = Order
of the British Empire in 1959..

Kalyan. Roy demanded the

“arrest of the guilty under the

laws of the land and walked
out of the Conference.

- "After his walk-out, INTUC
delegate B.'P. Sinha said that
the charges made were serious

and supported the demand for -

a fre,sh enquiry. :

 Before he left the " Confer-

ence, Kalyan Roy gave Deputy
Labour Minister Abid “Ali; co-
pies of i,he booklet, Whitewash-"

ing Enquiry at Chinakuri Coal-
Mine. . :
It is a terrible indictment—

this book—of the mine-owners, -

the Department of Mines and
the Enquiry Courtt. -

' The least the Government of
- India should do. now is to act -

quick, arrest the culprits, pun-
ish the guilty and - nationalise
the mines whose owners have
behaved so inhumanly. ‘An ad- -

ditional reason is that the Life -

Insurance Corporation is .a
major share-holder.

' ALLINDIA DR. HAREN MUKHERJEE .

- 1959, at 2 P. M. "
Two “silver medals

‘ _AConvocation, of 1969. .

Heads of Institutions

1959. N

" board and ledging.

- ' 'The medals are belng awarded by
) : .-¢ - AUSADHALAYA, Dacca, Bengal. B
Many, many more such tn-. g . ST T s e

MEMORIAL DEBATE, 1957-58.

© The above elocution contest in English on “India’s
. neutrality is-conducive to her interest”. will be held
“ in the Darbhanga Hall on Friday, the 27th February,

will be awarded to-the best
debators. of the occasion and presented at the Annual

Applications’ for - eniry 'to the contest from the
| affiliated to - Statutory Indian
Universities will be received ‘by the Registrar, Univer-
sity of Ca.lcntta,.:ixptq Thrusday, the 19th February,

. The participants will ~'hav-cg' to make their. own
-arrangement for travel to the city as well as for their

the SADHANA -
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week.

- For this, they need peace
* and friendship of all nations
. of our planet, they declared

" Friendship Fpﬁf '

* MOSCOW, February 9
ONGRESS of builders of
’ Communism is the po-
jpular name given here to
‘the 21st Congress: of the
Communist Party of the.
Soviet Union which conclu- -
Jed its work in Moscow this

" The_ overall impression . of

anyoné who listened . to the
wonderful symphony of figures

‘of the Seven-Year -Plan and
-the nine-day debate on the

Khrushchov Report in" ‘the
White Marble. Hall of the
grand Kremlin Palace, is that

it was more than anything else

the Congress of builders, the
Congress of determined united
men who have made & great

" leap. from the storming ofythe
- WWinter Palace to the storming -

of the Cosmos and who are
now beginning another gigan-
tie effort- never before at- -
tempted by creative human .

" genius. And it was & forum of

those who are golng 0 lay-the
foundations of Communism.

Al the riches of the coun-
"try, all the:energies of its
people, . all discoveries of
its scientists and engineers
- are going to be devoted to
* this neble task. . s

repeatedly. By now Khursh-
chov’s  -concluding speech

- must have been widely .read.

In India, his remarks on the
opening of the Bhilai Plant

and. on Soviet-Indian frjend- -

ship must be familiar by now.

“But one had to be  in the

. Hall of the Congress to feel

the tremendous enthusiasm
“and sincere feeling of friend-
ship for India displayed by all
the delegates. I counted that

" Xhrushchov’s - references . to

India and his remarks on our
.strong - as - steel " friendship
were Interrupted ten times by
loud -and prolonged applause
and it became a moving de-
monstration . of friendship

* . petween our two countries.

- ghrushehov declared that
the Seven-Year Plan was the
most convineing proof of the -
pesaceful intentions
Soviet Union. Let the Socialist
and capitalist worlds display

- their goods and show under
which " system people uve_

“membrane

~hard-hitting

.of the -

better. “We are confident that
the ~right
_choice  and they. will do it
without launching a war bet-. talls.
ween States and without atom
.and hydrogen bombs.”
was greeted with tremendous
- applause. . - :

people will make

This

scientific work. One such sci-
. entlst had produced a treatise
on the function. of ‘sheep’s
"1t was suggested -that
academicians should be elect--
ed for @ limited period and
their -terms prolonged on the
basis. of their work. . .
Petvukhin, Candidate-Mem-

He warned the imperialist - .ber of the Presidium of the

hotheads" that. in -the Soviet
Union, inter-continental roc-
kets were in serial production.
not as a
threat to anybody but to clar-
ify the real state of affairs.”

“«But we say this

-Ileinoﬁstrdt_,iqnn 7

ef _'Unity L

R'eprésentati'ves of . 2

_Central Committee, and Sabu-~
rov, Member of the _Central
Committee, both spoke at the
Congress. Pervikhin declared
that on the question of reor-
" -ganisation of industries, he
‘had  been- doubtful and had
-opposed some proposals and
supported the attacks of the
Anti-Party Group. His wrong
position had helped the Group
in its plans. But when the

. Parties had - attended the Anti-Party Group openly de-

" Congress and it was a great
. demonstration of the unity

change of leadership,

manded
did not - support

Pervukhin

_ and strength and solidarity . the demand.

6f the international

Com-
munist Movement on the
_principles of Marxism-

“saburov declared that the
" bankruptey of the Anti-Party
Group was now apparent; they

Leninism, he said. = All the _had isolated themselves from

delegal

congress.
pointed. - out
struggle - against

tes and representa-
tives of the Brother Parties
rose and the whole hall ap-

plauded the leaders of the
mtemaﬂgnal' working class.
[here was lot of frank and
criticism . at ‘the

Many -delegates’
the need for'

life. But he himsélf had shown
instability and had criticised
Party policy from the .position

o

A

of the Anti-Party Group, he
sald. " o o
“Later speakers accused Pe-
rvukhin and Saburov for not -
speaking openly. ~

Kuzmin, Chairman of the
‘State -Planning Committee,

drunkenness ..o "getails of how Pervakhin

and illicit production .of spi-: bad done great ki "to the

Iy

rits. Consumption

measures had to be
this connection.

laws be
Republics

fore their promulgation.

Aéademicians' -

!Jm(:ler" Fire

Speai{ers
‘academicians who,

coming. life-members of aca-" -
demies, drew big salaries. but
ceased to produce any useful

<

‘Relieves discomfort, "svooth'o;s irrita
. and minimizes '
- _provocation of cough

t of vodka
had gone down. This was a
healthy - sign. --But further
taken in
Khrushchov
in his concluding speech sup-
ported this and-suggested that
drafted by the Union
and - widespread
. public discussion organised be-

critlclsed those
after be-

development of power stations
and chemical industry and

lov had formed the trio who

dustries. Some delegates - de-
manded the exclusion of
_Pervukhin and -Saburov from
the Central Committee but
the Congress took no decision-
and referred the matter to the
Central Committee for inves-
tigation.’ .

- Shelepin, Chairman of the "~

"~ State Committee of Security,

declared that the Anti-Party
Group had ' been a great
danger and real conspiracy

;ed e
the =

along with Molotov and Shepi- -

carried on the active fight
against reéorganisation of in--

against the Party. 1f their

== @ by

. ‘would have meant slowing

ciety, serious’ complications- ergy.

in the International sphere; - e L
large-scalé_bui_ldingaof Com= Kozlov, member of the . . -
munism' which the country  Presidium ‘of ‘the Cenfral - .
.had undertiken now would Committee, gave a detailed

the Congress was on the build-
ing up of the country and most .
of the time was devoted to it. .
Lavrentiev, ‘Vice-President- of
the Academy of Sclences,_salq
that the main task before the
scientists was to harness ther-
mo-nuclear energy for peace-
ful construction. He said the '~
energy of natural ot water
springs and active volcanoes
was to be used to produce ele-
ctricity on! Kamshatka.

Sclentific .

C

Director of the Atomic Energy -

Institute Kurchatov appealed
for an end to the cold war:to .
make large-scale international
scientific: cooperation. possible.
He sald' He did not want to-

-
-

NARNA BAAANNAANAAAA

plans - had  succeeded it

down™of the tempo of deve-

lopment of the Soviet so- controlled thermo-nuclear

have been postponed for a
long time. - . ments and productivity

" labour. He said heavy mal

But the. main ‘emphasis of

scale.  automation and

be a real technical
- tion. ™. . .

.duction processes. . They

ooperati@i]f, a great help.in the

- take any forecasts but Soviet
- scientists would do all in their,
power to solve the problem of

en- -,

report on technical develop-

of
nu-.

al labour would be complete-
1y liquidated in seven years.
All branches of the national
economy would be technical-
1y re-equipped.” ‘The main -
- emphasis would be on large- -

the

change-over was-going to .. .
revolu-"

7ere

work of
. designing ‘planes, Tocketgrand

Famous Soviet scientist and other new ~machines. :The

a

be an'increase of 45 to 50
cent in this; he declared. :

S
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Mao Tse-tung : IMPERIALISM AND ALL REAC- , 4
¢ TIONARIES -ARE PAPER TIGERS 0.25 4
Mao Tse-tung POEMS . 040
- ‘Kuo Mo-jo : SELECTED POEMS FROM THE L
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Chang Tien-yi: BIG LIN AND.LITTLE LIN - 1.10 4
For Children .- e ; ST :
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cable from HASOOD ALI KHAN : .

“qThe - constriction, of high-’

speed ' electronic calculating: -
-. machines had opened up great. -
possibilitfes- :for -automatién” -
and effective control ‘of pro-. .

‘Soviet Unlon was. still behind. -

the United States in the pro=

duetivity of labour but during -

the seven years there would
per -
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< Kerala is astir. Today she i is pulsatmg w1th anew’
" lawakening that has the: ‘promise of becoming a mighty

. /movement tomorrow sweeping across the vreat land

of ours. Even a brief stay of barely a week enabled me -

. i‘to féel this new stirring, to have a gropmg realisation .

of its great posgibilities.

THE day I reached Trivan-
drum, I saw in cold print

that during the> Shramdan’

Week that the Government
had sponsored - between-Jan-
uary 25 and 31, 370 schemes of
minor irrigation had been in-
dugurated,- and in each case,
- the -villagers . had ~ offered
shramdan. This may be an
impressive record, but this.by
itself .could hardly convey to

me the majesty and the signi--

- ficance of what is happening
ln Kerala today.

| It 'was only when I saw the
Irrigation Minister, Sri V. R.
Krishna Iyer and spent over
three hours -at ‘his home,

= watching - him in his busy‘
that I could get an* -

‘chores, { I
idea of what has been going

-on. For, Sri Krishna Iyer isno -

. ordinary - Minister, -'he is a
leader of tremendous dynam-
ism, ‘'who, at the same time,
can feel the pulse of the com-
inon people whom he tlrelessly
tries to serve.

-.1 It is' no:exaggeration to say
that practlcally every one of

-his working:tigurs is packed

‘with endless. jobs; for, it must

" not be forgotten that he is also

B the Minister of Home and Law.

- lAs - he was talking to his
" Chief Ehgineer in the course
of. his dinner; I could see that
ln his ."continuous tours

- through - the - countryside, the

© Minister’s eagle eye had. not

: missed whether 8 ramp for

the cattle to cross . a_bund
. should be put up at'one spot

or 4 salt-water exclusion work

should be simultaneously un- -
dertaken across a river which
he happened to ford only two
S ago.
While his ofﬁcers .would

point to him the problems °

_and difficulties, Krishna Jy-
er’s only point of insistence

—which ultimately prevails
“Whatever - happens, -
they must get the water .

“ before the sowmg ” A new
spirit has gnppe those who'
- are engaged in venture

—whrch from humble begin-
.mngs has grown into a
- temﬁc movement

THE BEGINNING

A few months ago, ‘the Ke-
rala -Government had given
the call for a_self-help drive
to collect green manure. This
was the - Glyricaedia Week.
Then came the promising
obse‘rvance of an- Irrigation
Week at - the * beginning of
November The Government

- also had learnt of the great.

potentialities -of the Rural
Electrification Campaign, in
which the villagers themselves

were ,called upon to contnbute,

poles and also-to put them up.

The budget allocation for
mlnor irrigation projects used
to lapse because of the insur-
mountable red tape and legal

qulbblings about the method ..

and the manner of sanctioning
Government money. Very of-
ten| funds used to lapse be-

cause ‘of delay. Bésides, there .

was| often the ‘wire-pulling by
‘Powerful interests. As a result
the | priorities were com-~
monly known - to have been
decided . upon the basis of
‘family connections than the
actual necessities of the loeal
people.

So, when Sri Krishna Iyer
took up the portfolio of Minor
Jrrigation, . .
,acts iwas to call'a meeting of

i A

one. of his. first

MLAs and engineers of one
district where a pilot scheme
had been taken up. “I found
that the mist was clearing
up,” he added.

It was about this time that
the Communist - Party itself
decided upon a large-scale
self-help drive which could

mobilise the ' people cutting :

across all party barriers.

- One could get an idea of

the new approach by attend-
- ing any of the District Con-
- ferences, spread - over four
weeks from the middle-of
December to the middle of
January. Here came all the
Panchayat Presidents of the
- District, all the M.P.s and

Iabour contract societies (re-
placing the contractors),

- also Block Development Offi-
the - Revenue officers

cers,
~and’ Irrigation officers and
Collectors. Also invited to

these Conferences, were the

Secretaries of the . talug
" committees of all polltical
parties,

MLEAs of .the District, all-

: commlttees, the advance was
.. up to 25 per cent.

-The general rule followed

was  that only such schemes -

would be immediately .ander-.
taken where the villagers were
prepared to contribute roughly
.25 per cent of the labour ne-
cessary- .for ‘the project
through shramdan “Back up
your demands with your mius-
cles,” has been the slogan.

‘I have come across hearter- .

ing examples of spontaneous
enthusiasm on the part of
the villagers. One Panchayat
President, for instance;
he could give - no shramdan

‘but would- donate money. The
labour contract soclety .of a .

neighbouring. village interrup—
ted him and offered 200 vo-

-lunteers for .shramdan . and -

asked him to keep back his

money. The Panchayat Presi- -

dent was nonplussed but at

-once reacted and said he too

would ‘do ‘shramdan and get
his own vlllagers ‘to offer it. -

I heard of a Communist

MLA who did not attend the.’

District Irrigation Conference.
So- at the Party meeting, he

was'asked to explain his: ab-

sence. He réplied that: the

said

Hanging on tbe wall above
me in the Minister’s room was
a photo with the inscription
—“Kindangood’ Lift Irrigation
Scheme - Opening—An ~ Achi-
evement—that had "failed "to
materialise for . the last 30
years." - )

: Actually 'many of the Minis-
ters themselves have partici-
pated in this shramdan : these
include Sri ¢, Achutha Menon,
Sri Joseph - Mundasserry, Sri
Majid, Sri Chathan, Sri K. P.
Gopalan, besides Sri Krlshna
Iyer himself. " And of course’
these was-also the indomitable
-veteran, ‘A. K. Gopalan. -

The movement has cut
‘across party barriers. “The
thawing process has at last
set in,” commented.a promi-
nent Kerala leader.  From
Trivandrum to Kasargode in

- ties are. Jommg‘ thls great
' venture.
) e At. Chittari in Hosdrug -
Talug; an anecut is to.be
built The Kisan Sabha offered -
3,000 shramdanis. At once, the °
Kisan Panchayat (run by the
‘'PSP) promised 3,000 more.
And this happened at a village~
meeting:  presided over by a
MLA.

Panchayat President who was. PSP
® Ten miles from 'I‘rivan-
_'drum, . the

to have accompanied him had
not turned up. The Pancha.yat

local -Kisan

The Minister” himself, pre-

siding over them, would take
up each schéme for minor
irrigation in the District :

first, ‘those which had been .
checked up by the engineers.
“He would -ask - the Revenue

officer or the Collector to state

.how many days they would
take- to sanction it. ‘Then and'
there he fixed the next point

-in. the sanctioning . process,

down to the date, time .and’
detalils for the lnaugural func-
tion. -

The red tape was literany
cut, for the officers were asked

not to go through the elabor-

ate ritual of despatch and
postal communication but ap-
proach each other direct and
speed up the preliminaries.’

In the matter of making the
grants,
was totally eliminated.
Panchayats got the first prior-
ity; next came the labour con-
tract . societies . (which are
really- cooperatives of labour-
ers to get "the contract for
construction work);” where
there were no Panchayat or
labour contract séeieties forth-
coming, any other cooperative

could be recognised for the

purpese; and last of all, even
a committee of v111agers chos-
en by a meeting called by the
Block ‘ Development. Officér
could be accepted for the pur-
pose of being entrusted wlth
a partlcular scheme.

HEROIC EFFOR'I'

It was- almost heroic—-the
way the Irrigation Minister
got round all the elaborate
rules normally followed for
the grant of money. .Sri Kri-
shna Iyer told me: “I must
get at the job. If I can't break
through,: I try to: bypass.”
Previously, the
had to-deposit earnest money-
‘to get an assignment. But now
the Panchayats have been
given as much as 33 per cenf -
advance to get on with the
job, while; in the case of co-
operatives a.nd other ad hoc

the: contract system -
The-

contractors

President, when asked about

his absence, said he had never
expected that conferences
could : decide anything more

than passing good resolutions. :

Both the MLA and the Pan-
chayat President are having
& difficult . time, because the
villagers - feel that the claims

of their area could have been :
pressed harder if they  had

attended.- But both of them
‘have already made up for
their absence by - devoting.
wholeheartedly to shramdan
work..

-In the area 1r0m wlnch

.« this MLA comes, 27 minor
. irrigation works are going on
and ° everybody, Congress,

* PSP and Communists, are
- working shoulder. to shoul-
der. In Malabar, I am_told,
out of the actual turn-out
of five lakhs, one lakh and
25 thousand are on shram-

" . dan basis. At Quilon, the.

Communist-Party’s Commit-

tee has decided that every

Party Mermber has to do one
. day’s shramdan a week.

_FLOOD OF REPORTS .

1f you look at the Commun-

ist daily, Deshabhimani, you'

will find that the paper can-
.not cope with the flood of re-

“ports pouring ‘in from every -

- corner of the State about the

shramdarit drive. All the dailies .
- of Kerala have brought out-_

Irrlgation Supplements,

this drive has been tremend-
olis; .the people have come to
feel that something tangible
will come up: “The people in
our country have lost faith in
the Government’s.  promises,”
Sri Krishna Yyer . remarked,
“and: this is true: of entire

Indid. And we have to sneak "
through this deadening grip -
" of disbelief.”

-“We. . must create. in. this
country. a_ people who should:
have the confidence to execute
work by theniselves and gain
frem their own experience.”

Sabha -organised . shramdan
for the renovation of a local .
tank. When the Minister visi-
ted the. place;, he.-found that
thé rival- Kisan Panchayat -
wanted a different- tank to be

' renovated. There are “actually’

~three-tanks in the area and
the  Minister called - for ‘the
renovation of all the three
‘tanks : and so, there was great
enthusiasm . and Communist,
- PSP and every group are on
“the job. ..
.@® In North Wynad, at the .
‘Kaniyaram project, a Ca-

* tholie priest - participated In

shramdan. ‘The President of |
the local Panchayat is a land-
lord ‘who had- at fitst objected
fo the channel being - dug
‘through his own land. But he .
100 -was infected by the en-
thusiasm and joined in,

@ A Congress MLA had In-
;. “dulged in a rather:unseem-
ly joke in the Assembly last °
year saying that these Minis-
ters were good: for nothing but
producing. comfort for them-
selves. Today he is so over~
Whelmed by this new atmos-
phere that he -considers this

.- drive as coming from a peo-

ple’s Government. .

Among the. participants at
some . - places could  be seen
government employees - and
Auxlliary Cadet Corps

- GARLANDS FOR POLICE

police are participating in .
‘large numbers. in- shramdan
and - the = Minister . himself
pointed out that shovels are
replacing .the lathis - in the
-‘hands of the police today: The
Malabar Special Police which

has a:record of brutal oppres- -

sion in the past, has offered .
to volunteer for shramdan on
a regular quota basis. .
The very police who have
indulged in. beating - up the,
people and even shooting: them
-down have . at places: been.
garlanded for thelr participa-

" tion in- shramdan.

the north, all political par-

In fact, it has affected the
¢ 3 bureaucracy as ‘well, The
% The psychological impact of

.A SPEL'IAL COBRESPONDENT REPORTS __-—__—————_.___

' I came across the case of &

‘well-known Communist leader

taking the constables ‘for.
shramdan: in ‘the same police
van which in the  past had .

carried him as a prlsoner for, . '

political activities. -

The consciousness of the .
engineers themselves has been -
changing. -They too are get-
ting a democratic approach.
You-can find an engineer with :
a lantern in hand moving
through the fields, checking
up the = schemes.  They are
feeling that they ‘too have s
Tole to play in this peoplé’s -
movement. They are. truly be-. -

coming  “people’s engineers”
as one leader put it to me. !

'l‘oday the most praised gov-
ernment servant in Kerala is
the Irrigation Engineer and it
is not a rare sight.to find him
being® loaded with,garlands
that the villagers bring in
their effusion and gratitude.

' With this enthusiasm, the:’
engineers also go in for im-~
provisation - and effecting
-economy, -Their Iatent ini-
_tiative and_ resourcefulness -

_. come up and they are learn-

ing as much. from the peo- ,

ple’s  direct experiences as

they hadl learnt from their .

books and oﬂielal directivw.
THE SAVING

The arithmetic of shramdan
fetches in ‘more resources for

.- developmental . activity.. One -

small example may be glven :
normally when thé contractors -
used to be called, the practice

was ‘to add .15 per cent  as

contractors’ - profit above the

schedule. price to come-to an.

assessment of the cost of a

project. Now; 25 per -cent is -
deducted as it comeg through

shramdan and In place of the

contractors’ 15 per- cent, hard- -
1y ten per cent has to ‘be allo-

cated for the labour contract

cooperatives. -Roughly, ~ each

scheme eﬂects a savlng or

one-third. °-

This way thé newly-formed
labour contraet ‘societies’ re-
celve a new impetus and no
To0m is left for contractors. -

This way too the small but
effective - contribution of the
villagers is pdoled, the rural .
resources—particularly in lab-
our-—are mopped up: “It is by
these methods that we have -
to.think of garnering the re-

sources ' for the Third Five-
“Year ‘Plan,” observed the .

Minister.-

: As their experience grows,
the villagers - came forward
with improved technique
and better skill. I heard that

" at  Edacheri ' near . Koz-
hlkode, 90 days’ work of -

~rural ° electrification
done by the villagers i in nine
days. . At first, they were
olny . putting up the poles,
but watching - the teckini-
cians they themselves picked
up -the job of - ‘fixing the
wires- on the poles. It was
here that the vVillagers ¢came
and garlanded everyone of

. the staff from the lmesman

" to the engineer. o
"I heard of another instance -

where the difficult job of put-

-ting up a river bund in flowing

water-was done by the- villag-
ers’ themselves engaged in

shramdan.

And - the! buoyancy with
whlch they work often lead
the’ vlllagers 10 do better than
the contractors. At ong place,
the Kisan~ Sabha  volunteers

-were. found to be filling: the :

huge lorries with: earth; each
in one-and-a-ha.lf minutes

! * SEE PAGE 13
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