mnrm

~s m TEMENT |

N o wonder, ‘the comlng of
this ‘new party‘ was: wel=
: comed in the ‘exireme reac- .
- tionary circles’ not: only in-
* - -India but in the West as well
-.-'The’ first among the forelgn
. - ‘admirers to acclaim it was,.
“ of .course,
-~ Times, This mouthpiece of the
" -American ruling - class wrote .
. m its issue of June 8, 1959::

.“What is now crystallis~

» _-.ing, apparently,  is a solid

;- -secular party of the Right
to_oppose ‘the ‘Socialist ten- -
77 dencleg . of - the  Congress’

R Party ’rhe division ahouldf»

The paper ealled it a “truly'
. conservamVe party” and- at

~ "get.her of friends “in one real- "
1y strong pzroup on the extreme
"Right.. -

. A momh wter, addressing~
"+ his usual-Press Conference in -

A

the " New- York .-

‘conservative but completely . -

“ple at ‘home, Here {5 an orga

New Delhi on July 7. ane_ ;

: e From Our Correspondent
: W HAT happened recently

“ched to the }.A.F. Training
School at’ Jodhpur mmst-

level.

k| compllclty and connivance
" of'a Wing Commander who.
~19in_charge of the LAF.
Trainl.ng School at Jodh-

" close relative. of the- Maha-
raja-of Jalpur, -

- At his instance and wlth

- hi§ - connivance,

. pur ‘on, Novemher 30 1959,
-« The:plane came; for super-
" major overhaul. -

Wl.ng Commander hlmself

in the workshop atta--

" make- very Indian sit up-
 and: demand .an’ immediate.
«enquiryb at the hlghmtv

¥t all started with. the

“pur. This .gentleman is a

About 15 employees of

On-. Decemher 22" tho~

Even before 1ts forma.l maugurahon in Bombay"' :
. .Iast August, what the Swatantra Party really stands '
. for had already ‘been spelied out by its sponsors, C. -

Ra;agopalachari, N. G. Ranga, K. M. Muishi and M. -
-}t Masani, They were in full ~cry . agiinst - India’s -
. “foreign ‘policy’ of peace and. non—ahgmnent and aga--
.- inst the Five-Year Pilans. Their first shots were aiso’
‘. fired against land ceilings, coopemt:veo, State trading
4. im foodgrams and: the public sector. What is being -
- built in.India today. is by no means Socialism but a
" ¢ipitalist economy. ‘But even' the talk of - Socialism
""" mounds:highly sinful:-and blasphemous to the hlgh g
- pnests of the Swatantra Party. ,

g Mlnister Nehru characterlxed

-the Swatantra Party -as “the -

- political | projection . of the
:-Forum of Free

- In'a similar Press Conference .
. next’ mon.h, Pandit Nehru, .

. however, added to his charac-

terisation and. . called "this ;
“ party’ “rectionary, congerpa~ -
“tive and backward”.. He was, . -
-of course, dead right in so far -
as this ‘assessment went end -
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‘many: in the" emmtry phared L S

his views. ' . .

.~ Backed by ‘the mimonalre_,' o
Press, the Swatantra - leaders’ o

nised - challenge:. ‘of;: the ‘ex-

treme Right whlch hes got to-
"be reckoned with and xr2t by:.
demseratic forcea wherever .
they function.: ;
-.11he- recently issued Btate- s
: ment of Pollcy of the 8watan-

i - %szs OVERLEAF’ .'

—-AT WHAT COST TO THE.' NATION

‘took the plane for a test
.. flight. And the plane final.
1y was handed over to the

P
Thetotalcostofth!s

- work of super-major over-..
" hauling would - come to -

‘about Rs. :60,000. At least
-Rs. 20,000 . worth of spare
” parts have been used in
. this plane, . L )
This work ~ was - done .
under. the direction of a
Supervisor ‘at- the work-
shop under ‘verbal instruc-
tions of the Wing Com-
mander, :
- No-bill_for this work has
. been made ent, not & ple

have been running a campalgn .
to popularise:‘their.objéctives . :
bo: . and. poueies ax;d this has. only.

Jaipur Maharaja at Jal- "

HEcrdeutwishofme'n

coming to: lndl:d on April

& ‘of goodivill all over the:
"world {3 being fulfilled. Chi- -
Rese Preniier. Chou: En-lgi is, -

‘I'he nutstandlng dxsputes'_; :
-between. the two . countries
will be discussed face to face, -
.68 ‘between - good- neighbours . .
andoldfnends ‘We have no -
.doubt . that the . two. great
.statesmen who gave Panch -
Sheel to the world unu -uat._‘

between China and Burma,
‘a3 also between " China and
. Nepal, have been successfully

" solved in the spirit of friend-

: ship, and on the basis of

fail?tbe:r own. “ancient. coun-~
tries: ond the peace-hungm' .
“world.

There is every reason, for
optimism. Similar problema P

1947. Ever gince the Maha-

.. raja ‘of Jalpur became the
-Rajpramukh in 1949, every

year Rs. £4,060 have been
paid to him by the Rajas-
than "Government osten-

" siby ‘for - maintenance of
_the plane. But nothing of
" this' has. heer used for its’

repalr or mtr)nanl. -
Mahamja s

mld tobeplannlngto
oft this plane to the Indian -

Airlines Corporation; and

_for that purpose he sent it

here for the’ snper-major

- overhauk

Theworstmrtofthe
affair I3 - that  the spares

- which have been used for

‘has ‘been : charged to the.

Maharaja - -of  Jaipur—all
this ‘work has  been done
.'jnst gratis.
'l‘hat is not afl. - 'l'hls.
plane needed lots of spares.
It has not been repaired or
“.overhauled for . the . last
. fourteen years. . - -
. The- actual story In. re-
'gard to ‘this -is much more

. sordid, . This . plane :was

~Kkept ‘as” the - al -pro-
~.perty of the: Mahnraia ‘at
. the Jlme of lntegratlon ln

this plane are from the.
stores * meant for LAF.
“.planes - used “for -

purposes at this station, X

- lenrn that there Is a great
shortage of ruch spares in’
the .country. ~As a matter .
of fact only eleven sets of -

- snch . spares are avallable
- here,: And. at this critieal
_ momeént, one of these pro-

. clous : sets': has been “nsed "

“ - for this plane of the Maha-"

- raja. That i3 how these in.

charge treot wlth total nn-

‘and _drastic - action are . .

. in " high positiong . in our
armed: ‘forées; Thelr loyalty

- kin than to-the conntry. .

ronrem (he defenpe needs
of the country. :
According -to - the “rules

‘and - regulations, no private

work ¢an ‘even be under-

-taken ‘at’ this workshop,

and - to. use  the - spares -
meant- for LA.F.:planes for
a private job means an ae:
of unwitting- sabotage.:

All this has. happened at ..

- Jodhpur. What is involved

is” not just the ‘loss of -
about . 60000 to . the .
State. -

An immediate enquiryi_--..'

called for. - If such things
can  happen: in establish- .
ments whleh are most vital
for the -country, and if a
Wing Commander ean: do
such things then there is
danger ahead, E
- This incident brlngs to
the forefront the. whole
question. of keeping -such -
elements coming from:the
fetidal ‘and - ‘prineely ‘class

seems .to be_more to their
. clags: and. thelr kith.and

" Panch Sheel. These _settle= -
.’ -ments ‘have. been rightly
. hailed as proud vindication

" and further consolidation of

" .. development,
world peacé and enables us
to heighten onr contribution .
. all along the Une; . ’
We share and express the

-Affoquian solidarity. They _- v

ccmsttmteabigblmotoﬂw

*‘evil “designs ‘of the. imperiale"
ists-who had' soupht. to ex-. = -
“ploit these differences to split . -

“Asian solidarity on the bank-
‘Tupt besis of ant!-Cmmu-
nism. -

A penceful. and honourable

settlement between the two
greatest Asian ' nations will

be a - big carry-fomoard of

“this’ healthy and historic pro-

cess,

which the imperialists’ have

‘been trying to ‘disrupt but in
vain,

not only . instinctivély - and

' - passionately desired by our
. people but it opens wide the ‘

door to’ our oiwn. economic
Asian . and

~deep desire of our people for

- mischief,

the- success

language that is glien to our

.- national foreign policy; they
“.eall upon our people to act.

in' @ manner that is_ alien to

“our mational tradition. They

are in -jitters . and out for
and they are not

alone. though the most voeal,

.. Imperialism 1is not without
. -its gllies in 'lnﬂuentiul quar-
‘ters and  among powerful
~ politiclans right
: vrulfng party. . . )
India and China are not = . .
‘only neighbours with a great

.inside the

past  but share a greater

. future ahead. With the two " .
- . Prime Ministers meeting to-

gether, the clouds of .mis-

. understanding and - misthust = -
. cannot but scat'er and the :
" dawn of understanding. fri- - .-

endship - “ and ‘cooperation

. emerge. Lét us all rise to-the -
: ;_greataccasionandcoanute'
,our best.

begun at - Bandung, - -

*India-Ching _setilement is )

of the Chou- .
Nehru talks,. - .. -
" . The only jarring note has
_been publicly expressed by
the leaders of the Jan Sangh
and the PSP, They talk a -

(Marchz:».)"




“tra Party entitled "’I‘o Prospe-.

- " rity ‘Through: Freedom’ un- ‘sugges
’ ‘derlines 'the need to.facé up .

o this rather common task.

- " When they jockey for a

: position-and foothold -in. the.

. . national political life, - even
SR . the reactionaries ‘always' pres.
N tend to speak-in the name of
Lo . the .common . man -“and ‘wax

cloguent ‘about - the - SOrTows

and ‘sufferings, ills' and " injus-.

tices to .which he ig subjected.

- - To.firther their chds,” -the

¢ : trv. to heavily: cash'in on po

- ‘pular-diséontent “andinveigle.

_ Hnler-and other Navi.legdets

not .only. : added - the . word -

«gocialist” to-the ' nomencla~" -

ture - of their. party, but:they, .
 before - the putsch of 1933,

‘used .to-s0b before -their audi-

. ences ‘in the: name: ‘of tke
- guffering German people. And -
what happened to the Ger-

* mans under Nazism ~we all
) lmow :

"This tethnique of bluff and

- bluster may have become
" outmoded and left little room
for a subtle performer like
Rajajl, but the Swatantra lea-

-~ - ders seem to have found no-
< - thing better - than ‘this for
their melodrama, on -the In--
.dian political stage. .
Declaring in the very open-

.ing lines that in “twelve years

Lo . * of the achievement of nation-
s . ) al independence, _.the .lot of
: . the common man has scarcely

: improved »" ‘the Policy: State-

. .ment rails ‘at  the. -congress ,
speaks -

! : - and the Government,
A * .- of “the fallure of the Govern-
i ment's “basic policies™
: .- . - .offers to the nation “a clear-
) : . -.cut alternative way  of llfe
Jo - 'and government.”’
c ) These critical observations
2. .. are, of course, materially
" true but then. the Policy*
" Statement does not stop at
that. How could it, for the
e Swatantra Party has an, al-/
T . ternative to’ offer alike in
: . policies and - in respect of
. the personnel of the na-
* . tion’s-leadership! - So, the
Statement runs into thir.
. teen sections  in exposition
. -oi .the, party’s platform.
.What emerges from ail this
- is, however, a ‘vicious, ecal-

cutated bid to reverse the. ..
~dia-China border

entire course of . India’s
- development, -to put the
cloch back.

" Om Foreign
_Policy o

" India’s policy of peaca and
non-alignment, ‘has’ not only
‘béen a magnificent ‘achieve-~
‘ment for our own people, it
‘has been & mighty gain for all
"Afro-Asian nations and, in-
- " - deed, all peace-loving huma-
~ : ‘nivy. - This policy has raised
-' : L “the stature of our country and
" given it a ‘place of honour in
the comity of nations. It has
- . imyrensely strengthened. our
_national “‘independence : and
R .glven us vast opportunities to
S - build -the nation. - Whatever
o .. the differences ovef domeéstic
e issues, the entire peoplé stand
o -today solidly by this policy so
; "~ “much that even M. R. Masani,
with all' his-diatribes against
- it in the Lok Sabha, dare not -

record his opposition when it

“comes to actual’ voting in the

" House;

But the Swatantra Policy

" Statement says, “the concept .

, PAGE TWO .

7 toe massés' through sheer de~
- magsogy. and- deception. Even. -~

and -

‘tally,

‘which suits the '

. . . of ‘mon-alignment .has ' little -
T meaning” and urges its aban- -

v

donmc;if It then goes on to

standing issues with Pakistan

-and serlous"” consideration of
‘the .offer made: . by Pakistan .

for collaboration in the de-

_fence of the: sub-continent T
“(2) - -collaboration - with' the.
- -countries of South and South-

:eastAslawithaviewtocon-i
 eerted -measures for' the _secu-,.

.rity ot -the:region; and "
vigilance ‘against ' .inf

(.qu&s thatnmdtoemanate

from the :Baghdad Pact
Council and: its ~so-called -~

" #Counter-Subversion” Com-

'SEATQ advocates,
‘times .almost . in _these very
words.
"-'Although the Policy State~
ment does’ not say it in so
many words, M. R. Masani and
others have been pleading for

acceptance 0f American mill- -

“tary aid so that Indla's ‘tnvol- 't
‘verrent in the ‘cold war’ and
“the aggressive . milifary  bloc

“becomes a fact.

They c¢ould
not, of cdurse, ywhat would
come out .of the - bargain :
Leave alone ‘arguments, the.
fate of our neighbour Pakis-

tan is there for all. to realise-
what -~ the Swatantra "~ line.:

offers on this score. No won=

‘der,;"while tipping: - India to
" line up with Pakistan ‘and go
-ihe -latter's way,
- Statement’ chooses  to ignore -
~‘General Ayub Khan's attitude

over Kashmir. As for the In-
ute, the.
Swatantra Party would, like:

- to have a sort of undeclared-
-war against China.

One can. well understand

- .why, castigating this Swatan-

tra ‘foreign - policy, Prime

‘Minister Nehru is often heard
“to say that this would mean’.’
‘the end of India’s-
-dence and all her high ideals.-
-As i¢ well known, the Prime
-Minjster has had to face these
- demands in Parliament com-’
“ing'not onlv from Swatantrite -
Masani but also from the PSP ..
leaders,  ‘Acharya :Kripalani .
.. andAsoka, - Mehta, Inciden-
over -“forelgn policy, .

indepen--

these two parties are: indistln
guishable. -

On Tlne fﬂome

Front

" It'in regard to internatlonal
-affairs; the Swatatitra’ 'Parly.

‘80 brazenly advocates a-lne
and runs counter to national

"interests, on-the home- front,
‘the party has llterally decla®~-.

ed 2 jehad eguinst everything
while:

““(1) :the settlement oi’ ‘out=

whatsoevar in these formu-" '
‘,lations. ‘They “are borrowed. -
“almost "verbatim . 'from- the.

-declarations ‘and ‘communi-".

‘mittee. This: again ls ‘what
'some- -

the Policy

- creative labour, -
: canhardlybeexpectedtorise
- very high? ..

‘imperialists -

ctantly-says:
that is progressive or:worth-:.
As Yure and --gimple

‘clap trap. the Policy . state- ,‘:L
wient, no.doubt, refers to the:

“‘needs of. food, clothing, hous~
‘ing and “water: in adequata
‘measure’ - - gnd . ‘complains -
about . the "cutting down of

the daily" necessities: of - life”, :
but-when. it 'comes o ‘solutions *
the- Statement mouths exacily
..what some: secticns of Big
‘Business, “the’ ‘big- landlords, -
.~ hoarders, ‘brofiteers, -and spe-.
- “culators. have all alon been

-vthe Statement'f_ol course,
the economic ‘situation and

- “the entire - criticiom 1 from
: the position .of .the ‘extreme

‘Right,_based .on the grounds
and demands . of the: worst
exploiters.in society. .

One need not have waited:

for a critique of this kind.
For the Forum of Free Enter- -
“prise, In its numerous:publl- .-
had - given it much -
) planning, .
‘regulations and ‘controls, im- -

cations,

-earlier. ~ However, .

port zestrictions, State under-

“ments in them are all’ de~ -
nounced and’described:as-the .
sources*of our ills. The 8wa-- -
tamra testament . wants all

these thlngs to g0.

‘ Against

Ceilings -

Deaung with agriculture

the Poliry Statement says:. -
"“The paramount need for in- -
creasing- food. production can -

be best attained through ihe
self-employed - peasant . pro-
prietor who :is interested in
obtaining, - and : equipped - to
obtain, the highest.yield from
hisg: land " - This would -have

porhaps “sounded - somewhat -

innozent kut - for what the
Swatantra- Party dellberately'
cnits. .

In our country today, nine-
teen per cent of the agricul-

‘tural . families are ‘landless

and forty-eight . per cent of -
the families have got less than -
five-acre holdings. The land
remains concentrated  -in the

hands-of the few .at the top.

What is the Swatantra policy
in regard. to this - multi-mil-
loned. peasantry-without giv-
ing land .and - .incentive ito
vvhom . and : without :.whose
production

Thelr : Policy- statement dc-

"clarss: “The problem of yield

is:not a problém to be solvcd
by changing - ownership. .

Coming to ceilings which are,
considered: so essential by all

. whio ‘wish ‘well of our agrarian

economy,: the -Statement:bla~-
: s: - #The. Swatantra
Party .rejects * the-scheme oi'
ceflings on land holdings. .

“of .our;public affairs.  But -

“twenty years <back.:

While loudly

peasant, proprietor,

E*amastlo

\ Nonsense

'rhe pro—landlerd bias of.
‘the. Swatantra . policy would,. - -
-be,still clearer when one Te- ..

calls what ‘Rajaji wrote in the . -
. Hindustan Times (Qctober 16,
1 1959) explaining the Swa-.’
. tantra progranime ‘He made

startling observation

.,"'.l’hey talk™ ‘of - “feudalism,

Where’ ls feudalism. +in‘India -
LNOw The  zumindary: sys--
tem: of collecting ‘land - reves
‘nue has been abolished not by,
tne new Socialist Congress-but
much before ' Socialism - was

".adopted, perhaps’ more: than

L0 To

~him, *“to-talk :of. i.'euda'ilsm is
to- revive a ghost . ashe him-

'is fantastic nonsense and
. one need. not-waste ' -one’s
‘breath’ in joinirk issue with
‘Rajajl over-obvious - facts, .

All the sa.me, ‘it must-- be
' noted that sccording to the
‘Swatantra - Party, -nothing
remained to be done by way .
of Iand reforms after what -
the British had done about.
.a quarter century age. It is
no surprise - that . quite a -

- good number of . ex-Princes, ..

. Rajas.and Maharajas have.
_rallfed . to the new-fangled
banner of Rajaji. and his
party and the Janata Party
. of the Bihar landlords has-
wholesale joined the Swa-
‘tantra Party.

The Statement gloats over
the sabotage -of State trading.

. in-foodgrains. and says:: “The

establishment of a State.
monopoly in the foodgrains.
trade would - mean that.the
peasant will haye no choice in -
regard -'to . negotiating - the
price .of his.crop and, will be-
forced to submit to the arbi-

trary fixing of prices: by‘the

government. - monopoly...

Tt will be ‘remembered -

this- has been—and - still is—
the stock -argument  ‘of the
landlords .in the “countrysido -
and big whole-salérs and spe-
culators in the food market. -
The truth, however, : -is that,

- the - absence of. State :trading

has resulted-in fleecing of the

‘peasant masses and the con-,
sumers by these- :anti-social-:

elements.: . The .  Swatantra

Party. clearly wants this rob- -
~bery: and denial to continue,

We suﬂ.'er from ' no “{llusion

- that: cooperative ‘farming, in-

the ahsence -of real land re-

forms, can take our -agrarian:-
economy: very. far. -Neverthe--
-less, the right ‘type of’ volun-"
“tary cooperatives: -cannot but " -

‘prove beneficlal.. ‘But.'the Po-~

‘Hey Statement of the Swatan-"
-tra-Party- declares “that the'-

speakin 7

.about® ‘the ‘iiiterésts ‘of the
R -the -
“"in ‘mind the landlord .and
- -possibly - some - sections ot .
.- rich peasants. After all, who .
else. could be “equipped to -
obtain” ‘the highest . yleld, -
“while the landless and land- -
hiingry remain what they.

" ‘the greedy landlord and the

" ment says:

- cuts nor ‘would’ ‘they see ‘that

~"ment decirres:

-.'social - elements and the

parly

: (peasants)- against. >any - at-

“tempt_to-filch the land away.

,from them ur'der the ‘beguil-
‘Co

-COurss,
f-uppm-t c-omrulsion in:co-
“operatives; ‘much’ loss any
filching. But by its sweeping

“'opposition’ to.‘coaperatives,
- the 8watsntra . Party, how-
" ever, wants ‘the peasants to
-remain” in  the  clutches of

usurious 'lnoneylender “This
1is.ithe reason’: 'why : these
‘elements -first. try- to: obs-
truct . the: growth of coope-
ration - and then;: if they -
fail, they go all out to eap-
“ture them.

““YWhom the Swatantra Party
wants to serve In our country—
- side should be plain enough
ior all 10 & :

Advoeate elt
Big Business

".'To put India economically
.on ‘her feet, we need’ vigorous
efforts ".for' industrialisation, -
particularly heavy . and ma-
_chiné-building industries. But
.thé Swatantra® Policy - . State-
‘ment cynically- repudiates the
‘whole -approach. . '

While. people’s: grlevance 1s
‘that the Government is 'pro-
ceeding -inexcusably: .glow in -
.. this matter, the Swatantra,
)however, takes the - exactly.
" opposite position, Its state-
“The . Swatantra -
.Party rejects the false : and
lopsided.- priority given.: to
hedvy industry .to the negiect
.of . cottage, organised and -
light . Industries- - producing
consumer .g0ods.”.. .-

The Swtantra pundits would
not admit that,. if anything;
{he Second: Plan - targets- of
heavy industry have ,suffered

even ‘for- sustaining and pro-
‘moting consumer ‘goods indus-
tries, the - country .needs a
‘rapidly - -expanding - capital
.base, that is-heéavy and ‘ma-
chine-building industries. The:
public sector -has always been
the eyesore of the “Swatantra’
‘leaders. - ‘So, it is all in line
when their Policy ‘Statement
demands - “the restriction of
the State enterprise to:such
heavy industriés as are neces-
sary to supplement private
enterprise....” The State 43
_thus askcd w .play serond
“-Addle to the sacred interests
-of Blg Business,. while-: the
“latter has a free~run.  “The"
party,” ‘the Policy document
‘goesg on to say, “is opposed. to
the State entering - the field
.of trade and disturbing i.’ree
distribution )

Whatever the speculation
and-price-rise. or man-made
scarcities in foodgrains - and
other necessities, there must
be-no: interference 'with the -
freedom: for committing these

antl-social -aets. This' is how .
.the Swatantra Party proposes
to lead ‘the people “to’ pros--
perlty ‘through freedom”. o

- Finally, to crown’ this arch

Tetrograde economic philo-:

sophy, the Swatantra testa-
es: '“The bust-.
“ness of ' ‘the State is not
. “business, but ‘government.”
- Industry, - com.merce and

trade must remain’. . within
the’grip of the money-grab-
- hing exploiters and -antf-

--niatién’s future left to thelr
tender ‘mercies. This indeed

"1y ‘the ‘Swatantra’ way—o

- veritable road to raln,

‘It should not" now: surprise

ansbody l.f in the whole

L %.SEE. man 1
.+ MARCE -21;.1960

" nedsmen -
“gtood to gain immensely from

. gembly on the
" ment's-refugee .
tion policy ~seems lo have |

. thrown Mehr Chand Kha- 3

- tat'un Ministers

: MAR CH 27,1960

C Rajagopalachari thundered against the Com-
mumst ‘Party as-his “énemy No. -1 at-a meeting in- "
"7 Calcutta-.on March 16.. He ‘regarded the’ Congress
' onlyas “enemy No. 2” and that, too, because it “has
adopted Commumst pohcles.”- ,

T:?

HIS was’ the first. public

Strenuous - -efforts

a unif§ of the - party in -this

State since Septemer - last, a.
top official -of the Tata’s office
- in Calcutta and-some leading
* businessmen taking - the:ini- -
tiative in-the matter. Certain.

gections - of the - monopolists,
represented in’ this State . by
the Bitlas, Goenkas, Kaitans.
Thapars and . Bajorias, ~-were

" Silling to lerid 2 helping hand,
. some were D.Ot even- averse tD ,_chang
_ +joining: the party openly.

~ But some. groups. . of busi-
held they.: still

their ‘alliance with .the Con-

* ‘gress. So.they hastily requisi-

‘tinned thé service of a top-

‘Bight . Congress industrialist "
‘wio happens

from Gujarat,
tc” command. a goou deal of

- reSDect in busiuess circles

here.

A closed-door meei.ng was
', ‘arranged. in Octover-last. and
this emissary from -Gujarab -

advised -the - industrial . and

 fizancial mwagnates to walt till
~.-the next ‘General - Elections -
.- “and ‘see how the ‘position” of

" ‘the different political parties

‘would crystallise.
- -1t appears that’ this advice

‘was sccepted, because not a
i gingle leading figure in the.
" ~business . world joined --the -

8watantra Party . when the

. - West Bengal unit was’ formed -
" gome-time .later - with-N. C. .

Chatterjee as its' President

.But-though it had.  the. -

tacit support of the vested

- interests, the - party ‘conld -
e not make any heaclway

THE recent debate in
* the West ‘Bengal -As-

rehabilita-

nna, Umon Rehabihtatlon

- meter in jitters.

The Opposition had. indlcteu

" the Government for the utter
“faflure of its refugee rehabls

Htation policy” ‘and Communist
‘members had .. demanded the

tmmediate resignation of the
Unton and the State Rehabill=:

In-order to cover up thelr

* own . zuilt, the - spokesmen ‘of

the. West Bengal Governmeut

_attempted to.shift the entire :

hla.ne to the Centre
" These: attacks from. the

Opposition as well ; as the.

" “Treasury ‘Benches . must

v ;' have appeared - to Khanna )

'a%-a.combined onslaught on

‘the Rajya ‘Stbha: from West

~ Benwal with’ the support.of

* Congress ‘-members; he- vas

paturatly alarmed a$. thisi.

: turn of events.

sﬁagi Esa - @aimttn

. among tho
minded people of ‘West Ben- .
gal- Rajajl was, therefore, .

. brought in to cash in on the

. 2eting organised: by the

'8watantra ‘Party ‘In  West
- . Bengal.
<Uwere. being made’ ‘to set up -

. P. Khaitan, a leading member

Govern- -

“"the - )
. schemes’ in the Dandakaranya-

im. Having been elected to’

~met him ofi March. 17

&@

‘prevailing . anti - Congress
. sentiments of the masses
and to ]
. -favour: . of $hé\ Swatantra
: Party and agalnst the Com

. mnnist Party.
Big Business -ghowed “its
support to-the party. when K.

of one.of the monopoly groupa
showered eulogies~ on Rajajl.

“at var meeting atlmiza Ex-

8 was
.compoged :almost . wholly of

-Hindi-speak'lng people, busl--
nessmen- ani a large number:

of . disgruntled  Congressmen.
The ‘Hindl-speaking”  sections
of this State’ S populatlo'i stil
constitute the major ~social
base of the Congress and-the

‘weakest link in the mass =on- -
: tact of the Communist Pstty. -

JIn its bid: to  win_. mass

support in West:Bengal, the’

. Swatantrd Party Is natural-

" 1y trving to find a foothold, '
among. . theso'

- first-of all,
-sections by utilising . thelr
. growing resentment aga’nst &
(oppress policies. - ™ :

- During his two-day stay .in

Calcutta, .. C. Rajagopalachari. take assxs

demoorath:- :

them in

The- gathering at the public ’
‘meeeting - on March -1

e To Win g_g_
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addressed-a Press. Conference™-

and spoke at two meeting He

also met the members of .the
‘Committee .of the Indian

Chamber of Commerce, an or=

ganisation of the . Marwari-

nonopoly groups.
- At the press coﬂference, he.

‘hit out against India’s poley -
of - non-alignirent, - strongly -

advocated that Indla ahould

He
Chief Minister. Roy ‘over the

phone - from Delhi.. Not quite "

sure whether heé had succeeded

_in pacifying. Dr. Roy, he ‘came

down to Calcutta on March 15.
When he met Dr..Roy the next

immediately contacted R

’day, he -persuaded the Chief "

‘Minister to" “accept  his® Jinvita=
tion to visit the. Dandakaranya'

area along - with other - State
Ministers, towards the end of
April. Dr. Roy was reported ‘to

developmental work”

nistry’s !ailure

Khanna
have given a detailed report of
execution " - 'of- - different

PreJect

The ou*come of the two-day
discussions is. . -not yet known,’
but Khanna seemed to be in-a.

“¢hastened mood. This was evi-

dent from. what he told Jyoti.:
“Basu.. and
Commupnist "leaders, . when they

“have- raised ‘many". dissatisfac= . -
‘ tiion' at the *‘slow . progress.of-
in: Dan- .

.. dakaranya' and the- difficulties
_his' Government had to face be--
cause of the Rehabllxtation Mi-

was understood ‘to -

-Samar " Mukheriee,.

- °pecial debate on April 9
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g @U’R _capital  fidurishes
; wlth -building contracts.

‘ to e wealth of Delhi—at.
least its underworld. = And
.in .the bog of these riches.
ainks _ the rganisation

which had led our ﬁght ior
; treed

-had - come: round
“startling . story. .about the
stinking state” of -affairs in
the Delhi . Pradesh Con-
.ges (DPCC). 1t seemed.
terrible to be frue. But
enquiries = ‘only - brought:
more stories of horror -and

It appoars that a good
60 of the 90 odd members
of --the . Congress
"Commititees - have no- open

:gnrce .of. tlll:comset Most oeosf

60 e ory g

:m, either ~ professional

: registered bad
chai"acters by

so ‘that -they can'™
.hand when needed. .

Five Pradesh Comm.ittee

- recognised source - of ‘in-
- 'come buf that i3 no bar to
their pretty high lving.
'One of them is an accused
an dlleged case of €m-~
bezzlement involving near-
"1y & lakh of rup
Then® take the 17 publio
relations s ub-co! ttees
appointed by the Congress-
bosses. They were suppos-
~ed " to: 100k gi.lnto local w]gr-t-
" rles and ev! ut-
‘for the . publicalto get at

Oooooeoeoooooecooeooo

tance - from the USA 2 2
and othér . western countries, -e.
and urged the formation of a: 4

. Spealdng at the publlc o

meeting next day, Rajail said &
unist Pa-ty

was -~ actually - ' ruling - India o

through Prime Minister Neh-

ru. “Not that -he wants-it, tut

he is compelled to do ltt”

*0

?

Agrceing 1o, Iyotl Basus &
snggcstion Fhanna promis-
ed all facilities: for " West g
Bengal MLAs- to visit Dan- z
dakaranya; . he: -said ‘the 4

- Centre -did not have before
it ‘any more schemes from &

the Stato” Government for 2 -

rehabilitation’ of refugees in 5
West Bengal itself; but ¢hat
.1 any schemes were submit-
" ted, they would be consider-
‘ed; and that he was prepar-
:edtogivealldetailsofre-
habilitation - work, - if - the
. State Government conven-
el a meeting of MLAs, -
" Under threats of-. resigna-
tions from the State Rehabili-

puty Minister, "Khanna has
also agreed - to restore. the g
- systemr,of doles to camp re- &.
- fugees and  also to continue ¥ -
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‘thig - relief. .till April 15 for g

i those - served with. - notices of &
"~ tranfer to Dandakaranya..

[+
The . Union . Rehabilitation $
. Minister's attitude, apparent- &
1y conclliatory and accommo- &
‘dating;. i3 understandable, be- g
cause the West Bengal Assem- §
blv'is:to discuss the refugee.®
‘rehablilitation - question at ag

e NEWA('E

faction fights add -

tated oung man'-
agl y with a

“ kept on the -
the pohce‘ :

: ‘office-bearers also have no -

: gentleman

0 0@#@@#0?9#&‘000@

“them & trip has usually to.

be made to the local police- -
thana, which- the Congress -
;public relations' men - havé

their favourite . resort
for relaxation - with bosom
companions. ‘So naturally
no grievances are: reported
—the police " often enough
are- the source’ of them, in
the first place.
Some time ago the DPCC
had appointed a five

“member. committee to en-
‘quire

into " ‘the = rapidly-
deterioratmg law and order

gituation " in the  capital .

That® ‘committee . - never
seems to have functioned—
how could it with x6 roany

Congressmen involved in 50 -
- many  rackets;: One addi-

tional- reason, perhaps, is,

- District.

e

<

 POLICE

TBANSFEBS

ANDHRA Congress big—
wigs have special pre-

ference, 1t = seems,
policemen with dacoity re-

cords. There is the case, for

‘example, of ‘a Sub-Inspec-
tor in Mahbubnagar - Dis-
trict  against - -whom there

were . 11 .serious ' charges, .-

including dacoity. He was
suspended but on finding a

powerful patron, was just
Kh -

transferr
eSIChief

. Sanjeeviah - had to admit

to: be - the: principal

’accused in an alieged case :

of rioting - and
trespass. .

CONGRESS
) com\olu.ons
EEIHE Mayor of Calcutta,

. Bijoy- Kumar Bannerji.

this charge was true, when

a Communist MLA brought
it ‘up in' the Assembly., -

2?‘ one of iis members Iy @ Andther Sub-Inspector,

also. involved "in . &

dacoity case but in Karimn. -

nagar - Distrlet this . time,

“was lucky enough to get off
.with a transfer to Kham-

has an explosive letter in .

his personal file. It accuses .

with an array of facts and
dates,. Congress Corpora=

tion- Councillors of ‘a ‘most -

blatant type of skulduggery
and corruption, .

. It seems an' nglnee
firm in‘South’ Calcutta ha
submitted a: tender for a
contract to -construct  the
bodies of the garbage vans

‘of -the Corporation, - The

Works Committee discusse
959this ‘on September 23,
The next day

him
a bluff manner says that

united front n southeesx. : :geigoll.tractmn be assign-

Congress' Councillors are _
fatisfied—financia;

about. . three

. On
October '3, - this same guy
takes the manager to the

-house-of a'leading Congress

Councillor who bignily de-
-mands that 200 be paid
for_each lorry to be built—
and there are some 10 lor-
ries. But after “hagg

. 1,000 is
paid the day - the Works
C&me.ittee_ sanctions the

One of the ﬂrms bossos,
however, disliked' the -idea
of bribery- and spilled, the

a_ eertam "

N, —walks : into ‘the’
office_of the firm and with .

beans. to another Congress -

Courcillor named .Debi
Prosad Chatte -But-all
went well desp S this. The

October 5§ meeting of . the

& Works Committee duly ac-

cepted the tender and the
manager at once received
a telephone call for Rs.
1.000 as two Congress Coun-

<cillors ui;%med the cash for-
rhen siddenly on Octo- D

ber 6 the . chief broker
the bluff person called N.

Doty Pty

firm had given out the facts

‘phones the manager, abuses ;
him and says that as the’

to Debi -Prosad-babu he

would see to it that the‘

contract was cancelled.
And, true enough, . the
Works Committee’ meeting

of October 7 dutifully can- -

cels the contract on. the
ground. that the firm; has
‘no factor{ of its es-
. pite the fa

been mentioned -by . the
Superintendent - of the Ve-

& hicles Department on Octo-

-5 when the contract
had been assigned!
“Such-is the hlgh-handed

behaviour - of -Congressmen .-

even.in positions .of petty -
power. I am sure the.-Mayor .

ct that this had;

“will ‘look thoroughly. 'info .
the whole affair, even if it

means another rampus wlth

& Fuehrer Atu'lya Ghose

@

-+ mam--where , the dacoits-
would. do_well fo set. up

their headquarters and in

the police stations, at that. -

‘® A Circle Inspegtor of
Bhongir (NalgondaDis- .

trict) was ed
1grounds ‘of. " moral - turp i-
de. He did not feel over-

enxious since he, too, had -
the ears of the powers-that .
~be. Sure enough he turn--

ed up as the Circle Inspec-
tor at Kamareddi, Medhak

- District.

@Itisnots

Inspec r* of Huzarabad

(Karimnagar.-District) who

was suspended on grounds

of - corruption . found. that

%ﬁ had c‘notlschlz?,‘xiizged—bhi‘:;
ue now amaba
District at the same post.

- When anxious Congress<
men questioned their lead-
ers whether all these doings

pmtige, pat
answer that what mattered
was. not prestige but a
gatisfied police - force :

cing - Congress .

came the

UI\'DIPLGHATIO
WBBESH’IDI\DEI\T

@ NE of the leading Eng-

connections - found . a
bright. .West Asia Corres-
Egggel;t Heg hats lately

ouring out ' venom
against -the Iraqi “Govern-

ment and of course, the -
(o Sen e, T e

I as .
that India’s friendly rela--
the new  Irag
our .prin--
giples, whatever these ‘may

It was 0dd to find him -

Iragi C

tions with
‘were - agalnst’

bewalling the -lack ‘of de-
mocrac uite anii yet
q a lot of
praise %or Nasser’s ‘United
Arab Republic; which does
not even make any preten~
slons to den-ocracy.
it is bad
such sewrrilous stuff on a.
very --frl
Communist-couniry’ should

appear in_ our Ptess." . But.

still - the Government cans

not be held responsible for
o D .

However, this particular
West Asia Correspondent,

I am reliably told. holds an -
' important. diploinatic post:
in the Indian -legation at:
Beirut. which comes-under .
‘" our Cairo Embassy. This is -

‘seandalous ' and the Gov-
- ernment- should do" Some-
. thing “to anologise to Iraq .
this. “jonrnalist"

and- call
-to heel

=j‘..—ﬂ| '00KER
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therefore, that a8 Suig— .
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deal with the godlws Reds! -

lish dailies with British

enough' that
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HE Ceniral Kisan

L  Council of the All-Indis
Kisan Sablia met in New
- Delhi on Mar¢h 16 and 12,

B A K. Gopalan presiding.
The

: Council. reviewed -
the new Land Reform Bills
introduced by the various

only - three ' resolutions
would be officially. placed
before the: delegates: on
" the Third Five-Year Plan
and Agriculture; Land Re-
forms; and Organisation of
the Kisan Sabha. .

' The final date fer receiv-

‘State Governments and -
. firmly ‘expressed = the opi- o

nion that the provisions’

for the imposition of ceil-

ings on agricultural land

fixed them too- high and

were too full of loopholes

for the fulfilment of the

principal aims of land re-

\ from
. various States exchanged
views on the Third Five-
Year Plan in relation to

ferm.
Representatives

agriculture,

For most of the time of

the meeting, the members

R discussed the organisation-
% al problems of the Sabha.
- The Council decided that

- the 17th session of the All-

3 India Kisan Sabha should
be held in Ghazipur (east-
ern U. P.) from May 17 to

19 and the Cenfral Kisan
Council would meet at the
.izme place from May 14 to

3 . A drafting committee was
appointed with :five mem-
bers for preparing drafé

N. resolutions for the Confer-

 .ence. It was decided. that

" - Two contradictory
the -debate on the Food

urgent concern expressed bsl[ participan
PSP was mat

nist Party, Congress and
complacency of 1l
concern shown, frresp

the complacency.

' PEAKER. after speaker
dealt with question -of how
to increase food production. D.

A. Katti (Independent), " how=

ever, correctly pointed out how.
meagre the  increase.

- registered. - in other. countries,

‘while Sucheta Kripalani (Con- -

gress). pointed to the . actual
drop in productivity per acre.
But when it came to assess-

é

DEFAULTING
M.P.s

Two Communist Mem~
bers of Parliament have
failed to clear up-- their
dues of Party levies paya-
ble to the National Coun~
cil. The arrears cover the
years 1958 and 1959. They
are Sarju Pande - (Rs.
1,150) N._C. Sekhar (Rs.
900). Communist
M.P.s also pay additional
levies to their respective
party organisations. in the
States. But these have not
-been taken into account in
drawing up the list of de-
faulters. BT

Secretariat, of the.

National. Council,
Communist Party of
. - Indig

o L \ . B o .
. L a . ‘ .
' T v ; .
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the Food. Minister and his:
ective iations
translated.into ffmfuz',e,,,-ed,-;gf party affil , can be .

| has.
been compared to the progress *

. ¢il has - emphatically
protested against the vin-
dictive attacks on Agricil-

peasants .by. the- landlords
backed by the: Congress,
PSP and Muslim League in
Kerala, - - -

Thousands of workers,
says. the Council’'s _resolu-:
tion, are being = terrorised
and victimised, for neo
other offence than exercis-
ing their rights according
to. their free- choice, These
attacks  ranging widely
from excommunication by
the church' to evictlons,
murder and burning down’
of houses reveal the most
anti - demoeratic  violent
trends in!politics; Intredu-
ced by the coalition of cer-

t;s};ect.s'-' m}znifeéted, themseloes in
inister's demand. The sense of .

ts from the Commu-
ched by the cheerful
The

onlyifmassqctiqnshatters :

tng the reasons for this rela~

- tively - slow growth, it was
only the Communist M.Ps—
Renu Chakravartiy and D.
Venkateswara . Rao — who

B pginted to the basic factor,
wviz., lack of repid and inte-
grated . land reforms. They
backed wup their case with
.quotations from the U.N. Eva-

" luation Committee Report on
the dismal record of the Gop-
ernment in this respect. -
The big tussle in the debate

‘came. over the problem of price

stabilisation. Renu Chakravartty

produced an array of figures

from government- publications’

to show that danger . signals
were manifesting ‘themselves: of
an unprecedented early upswing

. this year.- She "made the im-
portant point; that: the prices to'-

be compared ‘'were not the pre-

~ harvest and post-harvest ones .
but the actual rise in the early

months of 1860. .
While rhany  other speakers’
supported her stand, Deputy

‘Food Minister - A. M. Thomas
produced a jumble ' of figures;

quite different from those pro-
duced in the report of his Mini~
stry and other official -publica-

" tions. Quite rightly many mem-
bers interrupted him -at -this:

stage and-the - only impression

- he created -~ 'was -of optimistic.
AL - He made a powerful indictment :
of .the policy of - laissez: faire -

confusion. .

In order to meet the problem

" of prices - Renu . Chakravarity
_strongly urged that- the. Food'

tural workers :and poor -

| Meet In May In Ghazipur

ing  the -nomination  for
Presidentship -at the Cen-
tral Kisan Council office is
fixed as April 10, 1960. Any
delegate . elected to a Pro-
vincial Conference i3 en-
titled . to send  the nomina-
tion. S

_'tain political parties and '
reactionary vested inter-

. ests led by the Corigress in:
Kerala. -

The CKC deeply mourns
the ldss of life of five vic-
tims of thecn sétacks and - §
demands. that the Govern-
- ment of auuea suould take
. prompt steps to restrain

the parties that constitute &

the-Coalition = Government
in Kerala and- stop this
violent - offensive against &
the democratic rights of
‘the people. ’ )

- The CKC hopes that all
genuine lovers of demo- &
cracy. will condemn . these -
acts. and  raise their voice
for the restoration of. the
principles of  equality be- - &
fore law and - democratic

Minister must abandon his pre=-

- ference for laissez faire. She-

was all for a minimum price to
ensure -justice for the cultivator
but, at the same time, demand-
ed that .a Price Stabilisation
Board should be set up as had
..been recommended . by the
Asoka Mehta Committee to meet
the fearful price-increase which

had hit ‘our éconorny and’

people. . . :

She cogently argued that the
area of socialisation’ of the food-
grains trade should be steadily
widened, with the Government

making direct purchases in the

mandis as well as giving every
support to the extension of trad-
ing cooperatives. Unless

themselves would not prove as

‘- beneficial ' ag they should—she

gave the sad experience of the
Orissa-West Bengal zone. . - .
It was most ~embarrassing
- - for the Food Maiistry that the
Communist M.P.’s point was
.reiterated by Renuka ‘Ray
© (Congress) who has .always
stood out against the Commu-~
nist Party. She, too, warned
. against complaceficy and.was
bitter about lack of measures
to tackle shooting prices. =
She said: “It is no use waver-
ing between policies of laissez
faire and - controls - which' are
_ half-hearted - controls, - regula-
. tions which are no regulations
and .. movement - restirictions
which are provocative and irri-
..tating and zonal systems which
" do.not operate.” - S
Rajendra Singh~ (PSP) gave
strong support to Renu Chakra-
vartty’s suggestions. about price
"-stabilisation - and State trading.

which _was- incréasingly * being -
adopted by the Government.

- NEWAGE-

was done the zonal - schemes -
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. Qur. people’s
-battles wherever t

ingly - defeated them all.

the ‘Arab peoples to the
Arab nationalism. ..

: - Imperialist tactics now is.to set Arab nation against .
Arab ngtion. Welcoming Gamel Abdel Nasser, the one:
wish of the Indian people will be that the unity of the

grow stronger, withstanding all the

Arab peoples should

stresses and. strains.

- - Africa awake is a new powerful factor in the world
situation. A whole continent is ablaze, the people have
rom _the colonialist usurpers_their in-
2 ; resources of their countries..
battles for freedom whether in Algeria or in Kenya or # .
_the Cameroons and_the heroism of the fighting Afzan :
peoples have evoked our admiration, as much as our holy

risen to win back
dependence and i

wrath has been. roused by
brutal terror against the freedom-fighters.to atomb bemb -

tésts in the Sahara.

We have always extended our hand of solidarity and
- support to the people of Africa. The United Arab Re-
public today is more than a mere geographical link bet--
ween Asia and Africa. President Nasser’s present visit to-
- our country,-we are sure, will help advance our common
support to these: just and vitally important struggles. .
It is the unity of Afro-Asian countries, their policy
of non-alignment - with ~and opposition to - aggressive-
military  blocs, their friendship with the Socialist world
that has enabled them to. weather all storms and enabled:
Y _them to embark on.the road of independent economic -
development. and make their contribution to Asian and
world meace. We are sure President  Nasser’s.present. §
visit to our.country will further.strengthen this trend of
" policy in-all Afro-Asian countries. s -
... Taking this opportunity to congratulate the
Zz’%z ﬁgzogle:z on thet ’feeggzirz'ing of. thie ‘il-gali}fation of their,
hed dream, the building of the High Aswan Dar
and wishing the people of 5‘:3 7 img o
‘cess  in the_strengthening of their economic independ-
énce, we join our people in welcoming President Nasser
to our country. May India-UAR friendship strengthen

and ‘prosper! :

Long live Afi-ajAsian unity and world

" “United . Arab_

‘si;mpathies_ have - been. with. freedom
les ey are fought and the Arab.people’s
glorious struggle in_defence of their freedom_has always
X had our support. Imperialism has hatched : plot cfter
3 plot against: this region including
gression in the Suez, but the Arab peoples have. crush- .
8. ingl . The Suez adventurers were.
brought to their knees, the Eisenhower Doctring and the-
Baghadad Pact .tere torn-lo pieces. by the. people, the.
mighty Iraqg revolution stands as_the powerful reply .of
imperialists who would strapgle

T NassEm
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The peoplé of India will' §

-‘accord a hearty welcome
to President Nasser of the:
‘ Republic.
“when he -arrives in our
country next week. . -

the launching of ag-

The

imperialist - actions—from

AR -ever-expanding suc-

peace!? :
" (March 23)

" Of special interest was his

criticism of the reliance which -

was sought tq be placed on im-

. poris of American surplus food-

stuffs — in’ this Ram ~ Subhag
Smgh'(Congres) was equally
insistent in:opposition, He poin-

. ted out that far from being help-

ful this was actually aiding dis-
posal of surpluses, - which had
become quite a problem: for the
U.S. Government.. If America
was really a ftiend, it should

extend credits 'so that we could -

build 'more fertiliser
he said.. S
© V. C. Shukla - (Congress)

factoriés,

early in.the debate narrated.

quite ¢ tale of woe from Ma-
_ dhya Pradesh. - where falling
prices was the problem.  He
- gave the case of the Govern-

- ment .agencies.rejecting food~
. .graing brought to the market
by the podrucers _and .later

 buying that same grain from
the traders! - o

' He ‘suggested . that Madhya

‘Pradesh and Bombay should be

‘formed .ihto . a common food
zone. The only -apprehension-he
-expressed was that the common.

people feared = that under the

. present dispensation .the profits
of any price-rise . thereupon—
which the Madhya Pradésh cul- .

tivators:. needed — would - sim-
ply. g0 to the. trader. o

A further  point of common -

criticism- made by : members of
all parfies:was the total lack of

‘any - -integration ~between the -

Ministries’ concerned with food

NS

! r - predecessors.
. and -agricultural  production. -~ . S

Renu Chakravartty, Rajendra

Singh and Ram Subhag Singh

also placed gréat emphasis .on
the problems -of credit - and

minor irrigation schemes as es- -

sential parts. of*'an -integrated
plan for agricultural ‘develop-

“ment. D. A. Katti made out:a .
. strong - case - for rapid action to

reclaim waste lands and-alloca- .

ting it to the landless ‘Harijan
agricultural labourers, = .

“'To. all' these points S, K. Pati}
made a pretty poor response,
despite an inordinately: long

" two-hour speech in reply.” He
. made some demagogic gestures

such as asking the Finance Mi-
nister to reduce excise duties on

diesel oils and tractors as wel

as by threats to the States to be

gerious about agriculture. -

" ~As for basie policy issues, be =

pleaded for a “pragmatic- “ap~
proach to State trading (“only
where necessary”) ¢

visory committee”). - . .
* The other side of this prag-
: matism - was the proud an-

nouncement that he was going

ahead with. - his buffer stock

plan—necessitating - dn early

.trip to -his .U.S.: Mecca.
e breezy proclamation - that.

_and ‘mea-"
sures of price control (“an ad-

. And, as a compensation, came .

the Third: Plen allocations were =

- just wonderful and India. would

be ‘self-sufficient 'in foodgraing

by 1965. Tt looks ‘as:if the Tam~

_manny Hall boss from Bombay:

will go the way. of most of his

U —p S.

N
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‘ganda regarding.

and virtual annihilation

- - an ‘independent’ political
'“N OW you Can save your
i ~LN Gurdwaras by simply
.- the Akall agitator

. .“ears of the simple Sikh voter,
“put if you fail to do so, you

‘will hdve iater = to.sacrifice
~your head to win them back

-_ from the Government.” -The

“ average Sikh. peasant trekked:

. to the polling booth ‘to cast
.. his vote for the Balti, . the
- eleetoral: symbol of the Akalt
Party, in the belief. that he

' was thereby guarding the saa-
ctity of his place of worship.
But the forces behind. the.

Sikh capitalists, contractors

- for high political 'stakes.
~ Little - wonder, ~ therefore,
that the Akali victory pro-
- cessions. on the morrow .of
‘. the ‘announcement of elec-

., verted into ‘Punjabi Sooba’
-demonstrations. Soolt there-
* after newly - elected - Akali
- -members ' of ‘the SGPC met
at Akal Takhat, ‘Amritsar,
and took the ‘sacred’ pledge

‘The . first meeting of the

" 'passed a resolution’in sap-
port of the demand
. SPunjabi Sooba.’ -

Soon after the

ship was. moving towards:an
“immediate head-on clash with
the
But Master
counsello
advised patience -and tact.
Moreover /charge of the Gurd-
wara ation - had yet
to be taken over. from the.
trounced rivals, the ‘mess.in
. ‘the management’ to be clear-
ed vp and accounts. settled
. -with = the ‘renegades’. The
threatened stormr was, there--
fore, averted.. . T -
 Master’. Tara. Singh now
“changed- the tune of his pro-
nouncements, He:stated that
. he. would for the present
", carry on constitutional agita-
" tion. At the same time,
_‘declared - his - intention of
" launchinga joint campaign to
. tunseat_ the Kairon Ministry.
At one time there was falk of
" a joint Akali-Jan Sangh-PSP
" demonstration - 'at New Delhi.
* But soon the Jan Sangh back~
ed out of any joint campaign
.- with the Akali Party. ‘The
+ - much-talked-of " joint.- cam-
- paign, too, thus proved a flop.

" Mesigoation

'ara Singh’s chief

g
Dal

.- of the Shiromani Akali
- -héld

13, resolutions were. passed

gress agreement of 1956.on
the basis. of - regional for-
‘declaring ~ the: -Con-
.as an anti-Panthik

P

-~ mula,

gress

S ofganisation, calling . upon
’the Akali-Congress legisla- - .

‘tors to withdFaw from’ Con=

" constitute - themselves " into
thik groups _sitting in
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" ‘wara elections, Master Tara _ ‘
- Party are again threatening to launch a morcha .on
-~ “the issue of “Punjabi Sooba”
E - .the ills of the Sikh Panth. He won an ‘unprecedented
- ‘victory on:the basis of intense and extensive propa-
! the imminent danger of Government
getting ‘absolute control of Sikh religious -institutions -
of the Sikh communty as .
TLos i L Swatantra- Party - onl many

casting ‘your ‘vote,” chimed ..
into the -

scene, 'a major chunk of -

" and landlords ' were playing °

tion results were just con-’

% 'to fight for ‘Punjabi-Sooba’.-

" -SGPC which elected Master
Tara Singh as the-President

for
o _ Gurdwara
‘elections it appeared .at- one- ..
. stage. that the Akall. leader-: ’

Congress - .Government. -

behind the scene:’

he " Baldev

- From Congress
' Now the Akali leadership

" has -made yet another move. -

" At a general body meeting. -

. .at Anandpur = on thc .
- ‘occasion -of - Holi: on March*

" abrogating the Akali-Con- ~

gress -legislative bodies and . .

" Flushed with the resounding 'v.ictb_f'yﬁ in the Gurd- -
Singh' "and. his  Akali -

entity’. R .

opposition, and appealing to
" Akali followers all over the
State to resign. -from  the
.Congress... . . il -
“There have no  doubt-been

some - resignations by Akali-

followers from Congress com-
mittees at lower levels,. ‘but

" the mandate-to the legislators

~has " not ' evoked immediate
response. . Out of =22 Akali~

'Congress members of the Pun-

jab. Assembly; not. more ‘than
-seven are loyally -allied . to
Master- Tara -Singh.  Among-
three = Akali-Congress mexlili;
only.

- Congress - Party. - For:in ‘the
. system_ of joint electorates,
the Akali ticket is at a-heavy

discount. In the 1952 General

B~¢tions (to - the pre-merger

Kartar Singh group could not
. muster ‘more ~than thirteen
seats in ‘2 house of 126. So a
-proposal-. was . .made = that

‘Nehru fn a deputation with.
the - Panthik = demand for
‘Punjabi ‘Sooba’ and that a

_final ‘decision: should .be taken

‘in-the light of tnose talks.

_Hobnobbing

.With Swatantra
This will- also ensble the

Akali leaders to awailt the re-

" turn  fromz Europe . of Sardar
Singh, former Defence
Minister
- and: to take counsel with him,
their )
and ‘unfailing friend. It is
just - possible- that attempts

; will ~be  made - to -negotiate
some . sort of 'a compromise

between the - Congress High

Command  and " the - Akali

leaders. = .. oo
.Master Tara Singh has all

. this while been hobnobbing
with leaders of the Swatan- .
. tra Party. He leaned heavi-.

' ly on'many of the slogans
of that party. in.the course
.of the Gurdwara_elections.

Gurnam Singh are -already

-all-out support to the Akall
‘Pal-in the Gurdwara. €lec-
.tions; 'Now . Master - Tara
'Singh’has announced sup-

port to the Swatantra Party.

‘leader Udham Singh Nago-
“'ké in the election to the
“Rajya Sabha. It is thought
- ‘probablé that loyal follow-
~erg of Master Tara Singh,
though yet in the Congress,

aas the panacea for all -

Punjab Assembly, the Akali-
 Party inclusive of the: Giani.

Akall-Congress legislators .

should meet Prime Minister

‘and - Congress MP,,
most trusted adviser

Many “of his’ staunch - sup-
porters like  former. Judge

. members: of that party. The.
Swatantra Party  had lent-

“will vote for him.- Master - problem.

- | PUNIAB POLITICAL SGENE |

Tara -Singh has also wel-
comed ‘the coming. visit of

C. - Rajagepalachari, - top -
" Swatantra . leader, to- the:

.Punjab..

" “fn a Press interview, he has

stated - that - the ‘Swatantra
Party’s leadership is sound -
and an identity of views bet-
ween the Akali Dal and the

issues - might  bring  them
closer. He -supported its pro-
gramme of Opposing ceiling

on -landholdings, -the Hindu .

Succession Act and Coopera-.
tive farming. He will meet

- C. Rajagopalachari and try to

enlist his support for ‘Punjabi
Sooba’;, but it is -not sure
whether ‘he will secure it.

Weapon Of
Disrapiion

‘The entire. ‘Hindu’ Press—
Pratap, Hind Samachar- and
the -Congressite Milap—is ve-

. hemently .opposing Master
Tara - Singh’s...demand for .

‘Punjabi Sooba’:-~which. they
interpret -as-the:demand-for'a
Sikh State. Master Tara Singh
and his followers in' their-
speeches ‘and pamphlets and.-
articles in the Press provide
them with enough material to
agitate among - the Hindu.

‘ masses that what the Akali

leaders want is not a Punjabi

State, but a Sikh State after

the pattern of Pakistan. ~ -
What should be & unifying

slogan to inspire the Pun-

jabis for a struggle for their

own- State has become in

- the hands of communalists
- a weapon of- disruption.

_ Echoen of the controversy

over the‘Punjabl Sooba’ were

-heard on the floor of the Pun-

jab Legislature. in its budget

.session Wwhen: a couple .of

Akali-Congress legislators put-
forth the demand for ‘Punjabi
‘Seeba’ -as the only. solution of
the language problem. . Fin~
ance 'Minister Gopl Chand

Bhargava - declared :that he
“wotild oppose partition of the -
. existing Punjab till hig last

‘breath. Chief Minister Kairon
stated:that there would be no

- further division as long as the

Congress” continued to rule.
Communist leader - Dr. Bhag
Singh, while sharply” crilicis-

 ing the communal approach .

of ‘Master Tara Singh, sup-
ported the principle of ling--.
‘uisti¢ reorganization and de-’
bunked - . the -Corigress chal-
.lenge to its very_ basis. . -

G@édwii! o
Beport

. Meanwhile, the State Gov-
erniment “has set up a 26-

~member committee under the

chairmanship - of = Governor
Gadgil to consider the repors
of the Goodwill Committee

- and ‘suggest a solution of the

fanguage problem. . Both the
Bhiromani Akali Dal and the
SGPC have boycotted ' this
committee. They. have declar- -
ed that nothing short of
‘Punjabl Sooba’ can become a
solution to the language

NEW AGE
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. ‘The  Chief 'Khalsa Dewan-

.and the Sikh Educational

Conference “have, however,. .
sent their representatives to
work on '~ the ~committee.
Hindu organisations : invited
to send their -mnominees are
cooperating, ~The Punjabi
Likhari Sabha,. an organisa-
tion. of Punjabi. writers,
which has done a lot over the
past many years to -develop
Punjabi. literature,- has been
ignored. o o
So the committee is for
the most part packed wifn
communal = elements—die-
hards with - irrational and
rigid attitudes on the lan-
guage problem. With Akalis
harping on ‘Punjabi Sooba’
and the Hindu extremists
on slogans_ of  the Hindi
Samiti  agitation ~ days,
chances .'of an amicable
settlement are not bright.
Now, what are the recom-
mendations of the Goodwill
Committee? . - L
The. Goodwill Commiitee
consisted only o6f two mem-
bers—Bhai Jodh Singh, for-"
mer-Prineipal of the Khalsa
College, - Amritsar, and Jai’
Chand - Vidyalankar. ' There
are some’ ‘recommendations
and pronouncements * of tae
cemmittee which are very
welcome, but there are seri-

.ous shortcomings in i, too.

The committee has correct-
ly stated that there cannot
be 2 uniform formula for
both regions of the State. The
oroblem of each region should

be tackled separately. As re-
gards. the Hindl ' region, the
committee has rightly recom-

stated that to give option

ligious faith. Just as no-one
¢an choose his mother, sint-

larly no one can choose his.. = .

niother-tongue.” - - :
The .committee has further

parent or guardian to ‘choose

tke mother-tongue of the. -

ward’ was - altogether wrong

‘at its very inception and ex- .-

toa

¥ by HASTER HARI SINGH =
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pressed the apprehension that - .~

if. this option. continued: it

-would divide theHindus and
Sikhs into two -different. -

nations, both claiming - to

have oifferent Treligions snd .
.different cultures. R

Valuable
Pﬂa_gmuncemgntg |

These valuable pronoan-
cements of the -‘co )

. have given a blow to the '

dangerous theory ~of  the

Hindi Samiti diehards thaf .

even the Punjabi region is .
a bilingual State—the per-
nicious theory that the lan-
" guage + of the - Hindus is .
Hindi and that of the Sikhs-
Punjabi. - oo ’

~ The committee has suggest--. -
ed two compromise formulas.
for the Punjabi region. - Ac- . °

cording to the first formuls,

all students would study Pun~ - .. - .
jabi as their first language -~ . .
and recelve their education ' -

through the medium of Pun-
jabi, but option would be

given as - to the. cholce of -

seript, ie., Gurmukhi or Dev-"
nagri. In -the last class of the-
primary . stage, those: who

have begun Punjabi in Dev- .. o

nagri ‘should learn Gurmukhi

" and others will have to leamn .

Devnagri seript to’ begin
Hindi. - . . T
. Because  all ' the various -

Sikh organisations vehement-
ly opposed this formula, the

committee itself has come to

‘the conclusion that it has z\me'

. chance of acceptance.

-The Communist Party as
well ag the Punjabi Likhark
Sabha, too,. has -opposed two
scripts for Punjabi - and-has

‘held that  Gurmukhi. is.the -

.mended that = compulsion 0N 1o suentific seript for it.

.of ~ Punjabi

the  teaching
sh-uld be lifted,

Communists Had
Smggested B¢ -

This is the very suggess -

¢ tion which’ the Communist
Party has. canvassed over a
number of years, -If hus _
.been of the: . firm. opinion

that the State being a com-

- posite one the children in.

that region - will go in for .

learning . Punjabi volunta-
" rily.  This solution wilt tak»
away much ‘of the sting in
the Hindi Samiti agitation.
The Goodwill. Commuittee,
however. - has’ falled ‘o re-
commend . provision - of - full
facilities. -for  teaching of
IZunjabl to ‘those” who. destre -
As regards- the Punjabl re-

" gion, the committee has very.
. oplly stated:. ~~ - . _

“The committee ¥nows &8s &
fact that:there are very few .

nerrons, born and bred.in this
1egion, who-ido 'not -spcak
Punjabl in th:r -homes and .
thenr daily ‘intercourse with

others. There was' one serl- -
ous deféct in- the Sachar For~ |

mula which, in"the opinion of.
the committee, will tend lo-

kesp the Sikhs . and Hindus ~
“alwsys divided. The mother-

tongue of a person is fized by
the tsct “of his or her birlb

in a particular ethni~ stack °
and region and not by his re-- .

© - port

The _second -formula . re-

 commends that Punjabi (in

should be .
the medjum of instruction at .
the primary stage, Hindi lan- - ]
guage. in Devnagri script, too, - - |

Gurmukhi script)

should be taught from the
very first class and after the .
primary - stage, & student

should have the .option of .
selecting his. first - language -

.and - the medium of instruc-
tion, Punjabi or Hindl. = .

Communist Party which
held -.a special meeting on’

March 18 ‘to - conisder the - :
Goodwill Committee report ™ . .

. “has adopted a resolution on
the language problem. It
has welcomed the progres- '

sive features of its recom- - -
. mendations. - -But it .views -

even the second formula. in
‘relation’ to the Punjabi re-
gion as halting dnd unsatis-
factory.: The = Executive,

taught from the first stand-

ard as the language of ‘the
*  ponjabi region and also-pe

- declared as the medium of.
“instruclion, ~Hindi ' as the’
‘national language should be
“introdvced from the fourth -

" Fxecutive, however, made
it clear that it would - sup-
‘any
parties- concerned as re-
. x SEE PAGE 13

~ =
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The Executive Comimittes
* of the State Council of the -

primary  -standard.’ The . -

compromise - -
formula agreed. to by the .

" PAGEFIVE

(, therefore, urged that Pun- - '
jabi in Gurmukhi script be .
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A joint meeti

HE meeting

% lengthy statement ' refuting

- the.-arguments put forward in

- the official :Press-Note for the

. Government’s decision and ex-

- plaining why the societies have

decided not to participate in the
‘Ppublic auction.” N

ment’s decision, according to the
statement, questioned - all the

rative movement, it was - aimed
at strangling the togldy-tappers'
. cooperatives and throwing the’

contractors.” Behind .this deci~
sion can be seen the-vindictive-
. ness which was so  evident at

- struggle’’ ‘'when the shops  and

were made the special
of goonda- attacks, -

_The Press and its scribes who,

-Government - had decided to
hand over the:shops to the co-,

- ghameless and:lying campaign
against®the societies, are "now
propagating another slander.

Their tune now is that the
tappers are geiting ready to shed
bloed ‘to prevent the public’

- auction of toddy shops. They
have never proved or even tried
to prove a single one of the in-
L numerable  charges they have

- flung so freely.

' The statement says that the
“present charge- is equally

* time the statement has warn-

pare the ground for the at-
tacks which the contracters

' are . planning" against the
- .aworkers:

B Benefits. . ~'-, -
Takem Away

& . .

Explaining in detail how the
provisions made in the Govern-
ment Press-Note for “safeguard-
+ ing the interests of the tappers”
really take away “the benefils
at present’ enjoyed

staiement says: -

.

- “The: Government’s -decision
S has come as actual encourage-
A ' ment to the contractors to throw:
: the tappers who are now work-
. ing with the societies out- of
employment, to reduce the num-

ber of trees they: tap, and Te=

- duce the hLenefits they enjoy.
The workgrs will protest against.

this and it is to drown this pro-

) test in blood -that the ground is

. . . . already being prepared with the

- o latest- slander of workers pre-
) ... paring ‘for blood-shed.” ;

. It may be asked whether all
this cannot be avoided by the

- . gociéties - successfully - bidding
" for the shops in public auction.

- PAGE SIX

Kerala

. 1 of the Councils of
Toddy-Tappers’ Federation and the Kerala Chamber of -
Toddy-Tappers’ Cooperative Socicties, held at Alleppey on - §
. March 7 last, has unanimously decided not to participate in -
the publi¢c auction of toddy shops as “graciously”  allowed:
by the Congress-PSP Government and requested the Gov- .
eriment to reconsider its decision
shops from the cooperatives.-

adopted. a’

The Congress-PSP Govern- -

basic ‘principles of the - coope-’
tappers at the mercy of private .

- ‘the. time of the “liberation °
other properties of the sccieties - -

targets.

. from the day the Communist

operative ‘societies, had run a .

baseless and .a lie. At the same -

~ed the tappers and the people -
" that this is intended to pre- -

by them, the :

tapper’s
co=ops won’t
participate in

toddy auction

N

the Kerala State

to take away the toddy-

place, the bidding- will - be for”
each shop. Thus, in the ~same..

-1t is impossible 6 .avoid com=
petition. with 'the contractors if
-"the societies do.not get 'whole

industrial areas covering' ‘both:
' . tapping areas and sales areas.’
... The previous Government had,.

~ on-this basis, decided that shops

should be given. to:the societies -

" -on the basis of taluks or ranges -

-"and the' Adviser’s regime ° had - handing over the toddy shops
a]so_aceepted this. - R - to the cooperative societies '
: : S .after imposing some new con-
- . But when public'auction takes: T

ditions, .-~ ¢

“The societies agreed to these

- 'range, the private  contractors new -conditions for. increasing

that while for-the last elght
months such charges of irre-
.. gularities had been -levélled,
.not one of the many enquiries
hds been able to substantiate
- this charge.” And that is why
 the Adviser regime itself had
_.agreed .to"continue the ' pre-
vious Government’s policy of

 would fulfil them. ;

ties.

self creates the ground for such
an illusion by saying that the
societies which bid in the auc-
tion will get some concessions.

The Government Press-Note _itf S

‘will get hold of some. 'sliopé' and

the societies will get some others
- and the biyjs will go very high.

The statement explains htlm'r\_' ‘In such a situation';.th?sog:i'e-'.

these so-called concessions ‘are
really no concessions and ‘why
the .societies cannot patricipate
in the public auction. - '

What the Government ad~
vises the societies to do is to
compele with the ccntractors
in. bidding for.the shops. The
cooperatives-are beina asked
to compete with private inte-
rests for making profits, It is
evident that no cooperative
can do this without sacrificing

-.all its principles. It is also de-

plorable that. these . societies
whose only. asset is workers’
cooperation are asked to com-.
-pete with and succeed. against
the. private contracters ~ with .

ties will find it impossible : to
continye the benefits-they. give

that - the . private - contractors
.give. these " benefits : to  their.
-workers. 'This can only:lead to
the . destruction of the move-

Ro -_@Biai'gé .
‘Proved

“The. reasons the Govgmn;eﬁt"
puts’ forward for its - decision, -

continues: the  statement,: are

- and irregularites in the running

y . of the societies. :
-all the money behind them. -~

" It has -to. be remembered

MEANWHILE, the Managing
Committee of the Sherthal-
lai Taluk Toddy-Tappers’ = So-
-ciey has, through a resolution,
answered the Government’s
charge that apart from losses
incurred by . the : State, tappers
had also not been benefited by
the societies, :

The resolution  pointed out
that so far as' the Sherthallai
Society ‘was concerned it could
‘by placing facts and figures con-
clusively prove, that- the proce-
dure ‘adopted by ‘the .previo

.+ .Government ' in .1958-58 ‘and
.- 1859-80 had substantially bene-

fited the tappers in the matter .
of wages, bonus; leave; . ‘over-
time wages, unemployment
compensation, -etc.. It "has -also
resulted .in greater . production
of toddy and enabled the supply .
of -unadulterated  stuff to - the .

publie. -

The soclety was formed after
- a protracted ' struggle by the

workers for security of . work .
and the socieiy was able, owing.
to theé 'sympathetic attitude. of
the Communist- Governmeat, to
run the shbps‘ in’ Sherthallai
Range in 1958-59° and in ‘Sher-

thallai and Veluthully ranges in |+

1059-1960.

~During the year 1058-59, the
society had to remit. to the trea-- |

sury Rs. 9,165 less -than’ the
amount - remitted’ by the' con- “

_tractors’in 1957-58 and Rs. 6,012

less_during:the year .1959-60.
The society was not ; informed
that sales-tak was to be collect= °
ed in 1959-60. The: society - felt
that collecting sales-tax : from
consurners : was not . advisable

and so the “Socfety remitted
. about Rs..29,000 as - sales-tax.
Taking -this amount which the
.society remitted into considera-
tion, the society. had to  remit
Rs. 22,988 more than that remit-
ted by the contractors. . ;

The society had -not received
any financial assistance from-
the Government and it had de-
pended solely upon the -capital
deposits, security deposits - and -
loan from the Chethu Thozhi~
lali Union to meet iis.commit< -
ments. This should disprove the”

“allegations of interested” parties’
that . the’ society derived. finan-

to their  workers and as such '
~ will lose the right to ' demand--.

' “in"the running of .the societie:
loss of revenuefor the . State. . ¥ 2 cleties.

‘consequences

- the kist amount by five per cent:
and fcr: depositing- “with: the
. Government 50 per cent-of the.
profits of the societies. - They-
also ‘agreed to pay the entire
tree-tax for all the trees: they

to protect the gevenue ' of-the
State. -~ - T

- The societies also agreed to
-have Government-appointed
officials ‘as their secretaries and
to have concurrent -auditing of
“accounts by the Cooperative De-
partment, and also: that -only

- those' societies -would. be given
* shops which-had -fitness certifi-:
* ¢ates‘from- the Registrar qf Co-"

‘operatives. - All". this ‘was' {0 .
-guarantee against irregularities
There could not have been mcre

stringent restrictions than' these
and ' since’ .the:: societies  had

agreed to _»all' of them, the Gov-

v

ment. ., - - S
- The working of the society
helped the workers to. gain va- "
luable- eXperience in’the .fields
of production and business or-
ganisation. “Over 300 workers '
derived material financial bene=
fits and they were ‘'saved from
legal ‘harassment which was: a

-regular feature under contrac-
* tors: who forced them to- resort

to practices’. contrary “to." the
excise regulations and face the
n: : themselves.. The
society has paid about Rs."2,000 -
as medical aid and helped those
who' suffered: from .accidents in

‘tap. There can no -better terms

_thrown " on the’ strects: ‘The
Government - has-also given no

assurance that thé tappérs mow -
working with' the societies will ..
be given work: under-the cone -

tractors, .. - -

Rs. ten lakhs in: the: industry

.-Instead,. the Government re- .-
vérsed. the_decision of the Ad=
“viser ‘saying 1t ‘was' &’ policy
' matter. Obviously, the: Govern- .
ment. " itself .. is 'not.. convinced
‘about the so-called - irregulari--

;é@ﬁéﬁahﬁiﬁﬁééﬁn m£? 
a trial to see whether: they.

The statement then points out.
.“that as a result of this.decision, -
- nearly. two thousand non-tapper -
.employees working in-the .esta-

bilshments of the societies will
- become unemployed and will be |

'The' socleties have invested
- .and -they. will practically . lose .

this amount. The. investment is -

.mainly in shop buildings, shop
_eqm;;ment, _vehicles, etc. Once
the industry 'is -taken -away

from the societies, all this will : -
fétch-no price. This money has

come ‘from the blood and sweat
of the workers and how can any

going fo-be lost?." - -

*_ 'The statement,-in conclusion,

- has ‘appealed” to ":the toddy-
tappers to. strengthen their ‘or-.
that arises..

structing houses. About 180 edu=

'cgted young men have been pro-" - .
vided: with - employment ‘and’
about Rs. 90,000 has been spent . -

Government passively. look on -
.when' all ‘their -savings. are thus.. -

.

ganisation to meet any situation

cial assistance from the Govern- '.‘the,éop;se ‘of theu' werk. W'ork-.~
: ers: have 'been. provided .with -
financial - .assistance for -con- .

on' this"score. ' The society has -

"been able to avoid’ trade -dis- .
putes as:the workers:were paid :

al] their dues on the dué dates:

.- ‘The fbudwihg'\table“ shows the

difference.in the average earn=

ings of workers before and after.

the seciety assumed the réspon-

sibility of running the toddy
Jghops. noi.o nt

Sl . " Private-" N ‘Cooperative : " ‘Cooperative
ce L Temser .(_.‘onl‘raqt'a"l"sv .- Soclety "~ . Society " :
. ENTITE ,Vm:»1957-58 S in 1958-59 < 'in- 1959-60 . - '
" Wages (per botile) L4nP - - I5APR . 15 aP.
.I&epafaﬁpnﬁcggxges‘i_‘ o et ,:;1‘ R R e
. (peritree) " S, 3. ""Rs.4 < Rs.'4
Double wages (in an S e T
eyear) ot o :.3tobdays. " bdays - - .7 days
‘Casual leave (in'an R O
year) .. e R A I A .
Bonus Rs.10° . Re-30 per. . 8:1[3% of total. . .
R S ~‘worker . - :wages (Budget
1. o T estimate
o I :Payment . - worker. ..’ :Re:10. -
Measuring vessel - " Varles from - 280z .. 240z
: R '26 0z. to'" " Rs. 182/50. --'* Rs. 182/50.

S 820z

’

 Benefits given to ‘{UWkers by'pfripaté‘_q:'qn:‘r:a‘ctatk' and the cooperative society in Sherthallsd |

_-few thousands  tribal Mikir's

" prostate before the.array of
.elephants—displaying a' de-
_gree of courage which the

.- tence of a just cause.

" Net The First

- Experiemce -

*_been neither a new experiente
‘nor. , something - unexpected;"

PGP
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- -Police firing on refugee satyagrahis.
" Mikir Hills District of Assam had lately h
-jeet of angrily moved adjournment .motions both in Par-
" "liament and in the State Assembly..
“- as usnal, disallowed—but this did not obliterate the fagcts.

af‘Borbii’in-tﬁé, :
been the sub-. -

sibout this sordid police action, which are but ﬁoq dgmn’-‘_,

: ing for any civilised Government.

y N March.8 last, a force of "
# ‘about a hundred .armed.-
policemen, -accompanied by-a

‘people, entered” the . refugee

. gettlement at Borbil and.set
:'the -elephant for demolishing :

and destroying . the ' refugee-
‘homes and properties, The re-
fuees, men ahd women, lay

people alone-can'show in -de--

~

'For the. refugess, 1t had

last year,  a similar savage
attack was mrade.to break up
their hearth and home “and

- the refugees offered - passive
. resistance in a similar man- -
‘mer. T

Rit' this year, it was dif-
ferent;. -for, this time; the
police . mobilised . and ~seb.

" thousands of Mikir' tribals.-

 collected from distant. parts

" of the expansive Mikir Hills,

" against the refugees. ~This
- mob, incited by racial and .

' ‘communal . propaganda, at-

. “tacked the satyagrahis, es-.
- peciglly - the -~women with
" ‘weapons—guns " 4s ‘well as .
bows, arrows and slings.
. The refugees, at first {aken
. aback, began to muster in
self-defence - against - this
unprovoked - and unlawful
assault by private = indivi-
duals- who took the law In
their own hands. Bui just
then,-the armed police, who.
were standing . by, opened
" fire,  killing ' -some and
- wounding about a hundred.

q’-#-a»q--n-&-a-o-u--l-éu '_ CO

P HANI Bora, MLA,
A& - Cecretary

. Assam State
the Communist

‘ment, issued to the Press
after the banning of the

February: e

‘publicity has been _given
lately to the issue of evic-
tion in the Mikir Hills. . -

. - ] went to the place on

Hills District. Kisan Sabha,

~ the. Sabha. But I was sur-
all the leaders of the Sa-

4

conference took place.

- SECONDLY,

of the -
Couneil of -
Party of

" kisan conference in Bor- -
bil in the ‘beginning of

“ufn  amount of Press. '

~'the invitation of the Mikir

"a ‘united - organistaion of
_the Assamese. - tribal and:
" Bengali peasants, to pre--
- ¢ide over a-conference - of -

prised. to find that almost

‘pha were either arrestcd or
warrants had been issued
‘against them before the -

<< «This attack on the .
":Kisan Sabha and the Com-
. mumist workers® wag noth-

The firing Was viclous, dire-
cted against the.upper parts.

“of the body, - as‘the medical. '
report conclusively - showed, -
-'and many of the:deep wounds .

had been caused by deadly
arrows.: -, - O

But the shooting ~was but
the beginning of this unlawful
and inhuman campaign. . An .

-orgy of arson and naked viol- .
-ence. ' followed—houses ~were
looted, stocks. of paddy were .

consigned to fire and the in-

S .1¢",f-_IntO"_»'f _Clil_tivabZé "Land_-' o
 But “Are - Being - Evicted -

‘beatcn by the police‘and the
“ mob hired by them, and scenes

rosembling those of a. primi=’
tive tribal war were re-enact~

ed! - . B
Thiec !ncldent had some par- -

.tiealarly - notorious features

whichare as. vicious - as ths
attack itself. .. -

.- FIRST, the number of re-
fugees killed =~ have not been .
* announced finally by the Gov-

ernment so far and the official
Press Communique cryptically
yrentioned the “recovery” of
two bodies; later recovery of
another dead -body -was re-

. ported in the Press. Thus, even: °

the “most - elementary  fact
-about this killing remains un- -
disclased, up-to-date. L
the - official
‘Press Communique was issued

" ing but clear - interference .
with the democratic rights
of the people and this'was

being roused.against - the
- undemocratic - and brutal
_"assault on human  rights
that. has been taking place
there.” - ..
. “f want
_ that we Boldly stand aga-
jnst. eviction' of real culti-
vators ‘without- a planned;

programme ~of rehabilita-"

tion. - This is- not.'a racial’

auestion but . a' -national".
economic and human gues-. ..

- ticn. The Mikir Hills Dis-

_trict Council leaders have

resorted to .a kind of pro-:
paganda among the Mikir-
peoplé against ' the non-°
‘Mikirs which. ' amounts to

““nothing but _ incitement

- " right up. to every village

.. 'and are, trying to organise ...
the Mikir ‘peovle to do the. -
job of. the police. This un-" -

“fortunate and in fact dan-

_-.gerous attempt %o set ome . .
groun . -of _people’ against -
ano‘her grouv of our coun- '
trymen, in the ‘name of a

These motions were,:

done only in order to gre- '
: it public opinion om
“ India, says in his state- yemt b g

to clearly state .

30 hours ‘after ~the shooting,-
though ' the ralding. pglice
party -had wireless - transmit-
ters. with them. - R
“THIRDLY, - medical ‘ - aid,
ambulance, - etc., were sent
after almost a full day, tho-
ugh  the place was" approch-
able from the neafrest town in
Jeep in half an hour.
FOURTHLY, even the offi-
¢ial  communique admitted
rather obliquely, that along
with the police there - were

.other persons engaged In the
eviction work. Who were these

“gther persons” and who en-
gaged themr and under what
authority of the law?’

. The fact s that, these
other persons had been a
gathering of well over iwo
thousand ~ tribal ~ people,
‘whom the Government lea-.

" ders of Mikir Hills and the -

-police. officials . incited _by
planned and frenzied -racial
agitation. This was an un-._

. precedented step  for any -

lawful authority to take. It
_'wag pure and simple incite-
.“ment of racial hatred and

clash—a criminal act which

makes a mockery of admi-
nistration-of law. This sha-

mefal and unlawiul activity .

was organised ully . by
a lawfully constituted au-
thority with the full conni-
vance of the Government of
‘Assam. .

bloody racial - clash was en-
gineered is as diabolical as the
whole series of Government
actions for eviction of the re-
“fugee settlers at Borbil in the

“pne” history of the refugee .
" géttlement ‘in the Mikir ‘Hills

is'as old-as the refugee pro-

“blem itself. The main bulk of -

3,000 families wasg' settled-in
this' place, which was waste:
land, before ---1852. ~ At. that

- time, this area was a part of -

the Nowgong District. -Refu-

-‘gees- came with the consent

' of the authorities of Nowgong.
“The area was covered by thick

The manner  in whléh this-

jungle and - was inaccessible
and as-such, none took any
interest in' the matter of re-
habilitation of the refugee
pioneers, who. voluntarily
chose to come to this area.
Without almost any State
‘ald, they cleared  and  put

“under plough - over - 30,000, .
bighas of virgin seil. Withint .

a few years, these sturdy
peasants from . East Bengal

had wronght almost a mira-

cle, and deepf inside a hilly

tract, a group of flourishing
villages sprang up. While

the Government of Assam .

abandoned land - reclama-

tion work finding the cost -

too high, these refugees re-
claimed 30,000 bighas out of
- jnaccessible . hilly . forest
_areas, with their bare hands
-and had made. this

real granary. . - -
In" the mriantime,  this
manza was transferred to the
mnewly formed - autonomous
Mikir Hills- District " in 1952
and since 1956, the threat of
eviction -has been hanging
over this ~place - of peaceful
labour.

- These 'dates, incidentally

show that the charge of re- -
fugees encroaching upon the o

we

A
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-the Sixth Schedule

place. a-

Jands of the tribal people has -
no foundation in reality. The

. refugees -created - this settle-

ment breaking virgin -land,
before the area went. fo the

@ From ACHINTYA BHATTACHARYVA

Autonomous Mikir Hills i/ ¢

1952. . .
The leaders of

landiords, had been’ demand- -
ing wholesale. eviction of the

A

i . B .
the, Distriet - -
- Coancil, all. of whom are big

refugees on. the ground that &~ -

in this tribal. district, which,
has autonomous status under

Constitution, no- outsiders can-
be allowed to occupy land. .
Biit later, 4
allow 450 families to remain
in about 3,000 bighas of land,

out of 30,000 bighas cleared by _

them. Refugees and their or--

ganisation, the All-Assam Re-

fugee Association . -thought

. this unacceptablé and unjust

f the .

théy. -agreed.to ..

and then began lengthy mego- .-

tiations with the Government -
for a fair settlement.

The refugees, who from . ~ . - . .

-the beginning declared that
they had. mno .intention of
" harming the cause. . of the
Mikirs, offeyzd to give up
‘up-to 15,000 bighas of -land

" for settlement - of landless -

‘Mikirs and agreed to eva- .

cunate the whole area, if anv
alternative . -land, - suitabls .
for cultivation, was provid-
ed. Last vear,- a tripartite
‘conference, - sponsored by -
- the State Government, of

triet Council,

ment of Assam and the Re-

fugee Association discussed
these proposals. " -

“The proposals  themselves
show that it is vile slander {2
accuse the rafugees of lacking
any desire to settle the ‘pro-
blem ‘and even move out if

-glternative land was avall-

able. .

. 'The conference broke .down

"due to the msistence of the -
District Council leaders, who N

would- not agree to any terms

other-than their own.

-

MMUNIST LEADER EXPLAINS ‘sess

jawful authority, is an ex-
tremely pernicions . ten-

. dency...

“On my on-the-spot en-
equiry, I found that the
‘people wha are evicted and
against whom ruthless re- .
pression is now -let loose
are quite .- peaceful -~ and
‘calm, . and - allegation. of '
violence against = the pea-
sants there is totally false.
-On- the ‘contrary, - 1 found
. women with faceg:- swolien. -
due to ° police. atrocities,
.men even of sixty years of
age with police lathi or rifie
butt wounds, ‘1 also found
; a -few houses burnt alony..
with paddy and other be-
lungings. Tear-gassing: is

". .nsually ‘used - = to disperse

" crowds,- but here ‘it is re-
" gorted to to force the wo-
“men and children to vacate
‘the houses Where they live.

. .“It i3 a fact that the re-
" furee. peasants.. the-num-
“per ‘of whém: according to
.an official figure, . is about
** 5,000 families, sought_to be
evicted, have offered satya-

- houses whén ‘police came

PYPRDPPDED

with elephants . to destroy
their hearth- -and homes.
The fact is- that this kind .

. of resistance .was offered -

in 1959. also, in face of
which the eviction was
. abandoned. That the Com-
munist Party unit here has. -
been formed only this year
is a clear expasure ' of the
false allegation _that 1Is
levelle 1 against it.. . -

. ¥ also found that it is -

. not only the refugee pea-

sants who are 'sought to be

~evicted by force but thou-

~

sands of others, including
Assamese “and. non-Mikir: .
“tribal and Muslim . pea- °
‘sants who are now under’
notice of eviction from the .

' same gren.

1 consider thic policy of

 eviotion quite. .unjustified

. “and ‘unreasonable and theé

. police: repression that is let

. Government and the Mikir
graha hy remaining in the - .

AR bRl B ol e ol ol e ol o e o ofe s
Seoee b o

is:inhuman - which
reminds . me of the

‘loose’
- only: remi
British days. ;

“r 'would request the

Hills District ‘Council lea-

‘ders to stop {his ruthless

. settlement of the problem

‘hakiiitation " beth . of the .
 Mikir and non-Mikir pea- -
sants who are now-actual

. the fact that the area in

“living ‘there were settied

. transferred to the

‘that, in the present case, a

"plications for alt. -

“that have bzen made in the

" Party in this
_ are - completely
. and motivated.”

oS

.

campaign and come to a

in a .peaceful and just
manner with @ plan of re-.

cultivators of " lands . re-
¢laimed by  their own
hands, in this area. - -

“Let not anybody forget

question was within the
district of Nowgong till 1952
and the non-Mikir - people

there before the area was
Tills District. !

“It is my. ﬁrm~cdhﬁ'ction .

policy of force will not oniy
fail to solve- 'the’ problcia
but will create further com-

“In the eud,: I want to
add that the allegations

against “our
cunneciion.
-fieticious

local Press
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representatives of the Dis- -
‘the Govern-

[N

‘The State Government, then.
- ¥ SEEPAGE 11 = :.




'Ibe new declaratlon of policy towards ‘Algeria -

Gaulle

ot the’ Algerian probleni had S

responded  to - de ' Gaullé’s.

: September declaration by ex- '. ;

pressing - its . willingness -to

: * ‘negotiate with France on the’

" .the implementations , of self--

conditions and guarantees for -

determination in order to lead -

‘to. the “realisation of a cease- .

- fire”. Tt had-appointed as Tong :

.7+ ago as November. 20, 1859, its -
" five imprisoned leaders»to ne=.
- gotiate on’its behalf. This was

- made a_ pretext by de Gaulle. -
. to refuse to open negotiations.

Premier.. Abbas  had also -

*rhade: coneciliatory - approaches

-that: French President de. Gaulle made in the course
" of his three-day tour of that country at the beginning
of this month has dashed all hopes .of a negotiated
peaceful settlement of the Algerian problem. - .

IT was-only last September
& that de Gaulle had issued
a declara.tion to the effect
. that after the “restoration of
peace” in Algeria the Alge-
~rian . ‘people could freely
choose .independence, union
-- with France or integration.
-As an offer to open negotia-

tions to bring to an end the -

- five-year long genocldal war
against the Algerian people

and as .embodying a recogni-.
tion of Algeria’s right to self-

- - determination, the September
. «declaration of de Gaulle was
*- universally

roused great hopes.

T e
- Meove OF
- Expedieney
' Now it turns out that the
gesture of peace made by

" de Gaulle -six months ago
.was only a move of expe-

diency aimed ' -at_relieving
terrible

France of the.
dilemma it then faced in
Al France suffered one

hope of winning a military
victory nor did it have the

‘A 75-mm . recoilless gu'n’captured by tbe’hl'g'erian_ Liberation y

of - military snppression
“Algeria was becoming

acclaimed and -

geria,
m.ilitary defeat afier ano- -

ther in Algeria, and .had no
"~ was- by the

resources to enlarge the
war. -

. At the same txme tbe pohcy
'in
ot in~
creasingly unpopular. at home

and .was being condemned by -

world  public opinion. The

‘universal pressure for the re-.

cognition of - Algeria’s inde-
pendence was So great on the
eve.of the United Nations
Genéral " Assembly
that France found herself in

an extremely _isolated posi-

tion.

It was precisely in these
circumstances-that de Gaulle
was compelled  to change his
tactics. The obvious game was

‘to persuade the Algerian peo-

rle to lay-down arms and
thus secure for France by

. deception what she had so

long failed - to achieve ' by.

. force—namely the mainten- -

‘ance of French colonial rule
in Algeria, relief ° from world

public opinion’s pressure and - .

the bypassing of U N. ‘con-
demnation.

The - Algerian Provislonal:

Government, prompted as it
2~ desire to bring
about & peaceful setticment

session

to the French settlers in. Al-

geria.. He had" assured them
. of a future in the country.’

- Still the French: Govem-
‘ment - made - no. posmve

move to pursue de Gaulle’s

. proposal. This“led to 'a
B sharpenmg ‘of - -contradic~
- tions -
“'ruling ‘class,’ brmg'mg about

"+ the January rebelion - of

- ultra-colonialists- in Algiers.
While the working class and
the ordinary: pedple  of
France 'magnificently. ral-
lxed and brought about the

-defeat of the Rightists’ re-: °

within . the: French

‘bellion, it is clear that de - .-

Gaulle has now finally suc-

cumbed to thexr prossm'e.

‘Atom Blast

In Sahara

" Crazy over the pursuit of

an elusive and illusory great-

ness for France de Gaulle

went - ahead to .explode

France'’s first -atom bomb-in-
"the. Algerian - territory - of -
Sahara, thus' -flagrantly out- -
raging ' sentiment -.all . over.

:Africa and the world. And he’

has ‘gone ahead now.to open-
ly. reverse: his September de-‘

_ he made
‘before the French Army Offi- -

claration on Algeria,
In the speeches

cers in course of - his recent
. tour of Algeria, de. Gaulle de-
claréd that “the rebels of the
FLN must be defeated before .

"‘the Algerian problem can be

settled.” “There will be no
Die Bien Phu in Algeria.” The

*‘Algerian - problem, " he  said,

could not be settled for a long
time and settlement would
come only after the French
+'army achieved victory.- )

France must stay in
. Algeria, he -repeatedly de-
clared. : .Only the form.in

> in.Algeria was to be decid-
ed and this would be done
after peace was “establish-
ed through force”. -

" What Abbas—the Algerian

Provislonal Govemment Pre-

which France 'was to stay:

3 Strength of th_e" 'L_iberatlon’Army—close nnks', with,‘tlie people.

mie —calls “mdependence"
de -Gaulle told  the French
army officers was “nonsense”,
This' was 50 because there
were one million - Frenchmen
‘permanently settled in  Alge-
ria.
natives, Algerian - Moslems,
there were also Moslems who

did . not wish to be sepa-

rated from France and there:
were . four lakh. . Algerian
workers in France who sup-
ported their families in  Al-

* geria. Hence de = Gaulle:said

what Abbas - calls independ-

ence “is nothing more than

poverty and catastrophe" for
Algeria. -

- Of the three alternatives— -

secession “(independence) and
- “French fiction” -(integration
with metropohtan France).
were ruled. out. “The other
certitude”, 'de Gaulle -declar-
_ ed, “is that Algeria must not
be separated from France. It
.is in the nature. of things

_that Algerla should be linked -
.« with France”,
. indicating: his preference for -
' the third - alternative namely
: “assoclation” - L

he

Plan For

: Parution

Above a)’ “our .’ arms must.
. conclusxvely carry _the: day,”
~and - then “a.long: period”
- would elapse between the end
- of mlhtary operations and a

reference to the people on the
. various alternatives.:

-He' also"indicated . that the-

~.final-‘solution might take the

form of ~partition. of Algeria

. on the"lines. of Palestine into
“three parts—European Ber-
ber and. Arab-—each ' and all
closely v"assoclated"
ce.
* These - declarations

had the “effect. of “a bomb-.

- ghell” in French politlcal cir-

- .‘\

&
3

Among ‘- the 12 million

. Thorez said,

said thus -

w:tb :

cles according to Hmdu Cor-"
respondent Shelvankar, “cau-
sing astonishment and jubila-

. tion on the Right and bewil-
“derment and = dismay among

liberalsiand progressives”.

‘In- & signed editorial in -
PHumanite, March 11, Gene- -
‘ral Secretary of the Commu-

nist Party of France Maurice

‘Thorez condemned de Gaulle's

statements as ‘denying. the
principle . of self-determina-

tion -itself: He reiterated that.

“the Algerian nation has the

vright ‘to full' independence.”

Gaulle’s  statement,
. stripped “self-
determination of ‘its meaning,
apart from attaching reserva-

De

_tions and.  conditions to.the

recognitionn of the  Algerian
people’s right of seli-deter-
mination. .Such reservations

-and’ conditions . had till- now

made the exercise of the right
of self-determination impos-

- sible.

. “To refuse to- negotiate,
to spread lies again on so-
- called pacification . - are

beneficial neither to France,:f

nor to Algeria.” “This,” said
Thorez, . “15 contrary to the
“‘wish - of ~the millions ' of

. strikers" of ‘February 1,- who
‘- resolutely demanded puni-
faseist-

- shment . for . the
- rioters "in Alger:a ‘and " a

*.- 'speedy . and sincere applica-

tion  of - self-determination.”
v Authoritatively  replying- to.
de-Gaulle’s: statéements, - Pre-

mier_of: the Provisional Gov-

"..ernment: of . Algeria ‘Ferhat: -
- Abbas said "in a speech. over.
-Radio Tunis on ' Margh.14:
Since ‘de” Gaulle -had’ closed
_the- door” to. negotiation and
-.peace in Algeria the Algerian
"people -

and. ;- Government

would continue
“achieved.

dependence’ “was .

‘the “war ‘of

- national liberation. until: in-
have
. 'The -responsibility - for . con-
tlnuing the' Algerian war was

squarely placed On F.rance by
bbas. M ) ;

No 0tker T
Way Ong.

The Natlonal leeratlon
Army, he said, had fully "de-
monstrated since November 1,

1954 that the French colonial- ‘
ist 'were nurturing vain: hopées -
when they believed. that they -

could overcome . by force. the
heroic resistance of the Alge-
rian people:and their deter-
minafion for independence.”
‘“As for the:threat of parti-
tioning and - dividing" Algeria.
into ethnic and. religions com-
munities, as for regional elec-
tions and .the plan to grant a

statute to Algeria. with - the
complicity * of " prefabricated"

elected: officials, this,”  “Abbas
said, “will only result m per-
petuatmg War. -

“By. accepting the prmciple
of self-determination . as the
basis -for .8
Algerian problem, we insisted

on the need to ensure its loyal‘

and sincerg application.” 'We
have no~doubt,” declared. the
Algerian - Premler, -

-ple’s ‘free. ¢hoice’;, .providing
this choice-is: accompanied by
the indispensable ‘guarantees.

“Througb the ‘use of -ap-

parently ' new - formulas,
General’ de Gaulle wants to

perpetuate. colomal domina-
tion;” said -'‘Ferhat: Abbas.

“As far.. as..the Algerian

people and. Government are -
: tionial Liberation whose cour-.

concefned we shall continue
the war of- national Libera-

tion until. indépendence is'
aclueved. Colonialism leaves

" ‘us po. other . way out,” 'h
- declared in -conclusion;: .

Independence which is non-'

sense for de Gaulle was firm~

ly. declared to be Algena's'

8081

" solution- of ‘the -

“about .
. what will be the Algerlan peo- .

speciallsed schools of the
French Army.”:- . :

-It. had: particularly “deno-'

unced the ‘regroupment’ - (of

“the : Algerian~ population). in

so-called: camps  _of ‘hiberge-

ment (lodging) of millions of :

. Inen, women and children re-

-duced to a state of famme, .
mlsery and death”.

“Pointedly ‘it had stated: "

-*:“The ‘CNRA stresses’ that
-suech’ practxces could. only be
developed thanks to the com- -

“'pHelty -of certain’ Western
" Governments. which continue
to lend - their: . support to the
French Government in 1ts im-
" perialist policy.

. “These, States continue to

*. support” the war policy -of
France materially and. dip-
lomatically. In: partlcular,

1 the . Government .of the.

-\ United - States, contrary to
.- the ‘anti-colonial traditions
-.of - the American  people,

furnishes’ France with the

_ means necessary. for - the -
. pursuit of the war and uses:

4 _ all its’ authonty to mobilise
_Lthe apbaratus of the North
“'Atlantic “ Treaty Organisa-

. tion (NATO)  against" the .
:'shot down  one plane,

Algerian, people. This ‘orga-

nisation has thus become an
- instrument in the service of

French colomahsm ”

Entensufy
Swpport o

Expressing - its “gratitude to

-the Arab, African and Asian

.countries for the material aid
’.and  the. - constant . support:
they have always given to the
Algerian: people” and attach-

ing “great:value to the moral

- “support-given .to its cause by
“.certain’ Governments -and by
the-peoples of Latin America,

' heirs to great traditions of

e . nique placed on
.7 appreciation’ of “the constant -
The Algenan natmnal lead-.

ershlp is fully - prepared to

~meet the new challenge of de

Gaulle just as . they success-.

 fully met his challenge in
- Séptember, In fact they are

S0 prepared "because very re-
cently -they have carried out
a very thorough. review of the .
entire situation’ and.chalked

‘out afresh’ their military and

political policies and: taken
the necessary orga.msational
steps.

The supreme “.body" of ‘the -

struggle, the - National Coun- -

cil of the Algerian Revolution
(CNRA), met from' December
16, 1959, to January 18, 1960,

in Tripoli.: - An official ‘com=

munique "on ‘the meeting was
issued on February 2. Endors-

ing the Provisional - Govern-

ment’s stand “on"de Gaulle’s
September 28 declaration, the -

. communique said: .
;. :“The - CNRA stresses- ‘the’
,basic contradiction which ex-.
-Ists ‘between ‘the : recognition -

liberty" the CNRA comrmuu-
record its

.support given- to the cause of
- the - Algerian - - Revolution by
the. Socialist . countries” and
expressed its “warmest grati-
tuden o

“The CNRA extends an
appeal," the communique said
in conclusion,” to all the anti-

colonialist ‘peoples . and Gov-

-ernments to- intensify their

support, of theAlgerian peo--

'ple’s struggle - and to impose

‘Peace .upon-the French Gov- .

* ernment now, at this moment.
of relaxation of international
“tension and on:the eve of the
Summit Conference.” -

Despite all the steps taken

by de. Gaulle—securing the
passage of a. law in the

French Parhament granting

him ¢

. the military

seitlement i

“special - powers”,

to. expaid the: armed forces
and proclaiming a new:“doc-
trine of pursuance”,  threat-
ening  Algeéria's nelgbbours
with reprisals—despite all this
situation for
France in- Algeria. remams as

. dlﬁlcult as ever. .
-A ‘military commumque of+

-tbe Algerian Liberation Army .

covering ‘the period. March 5.

to 7, for-instance, reports that
during -three -days Algerian

ders, wounded 211 and cap-
tured eight. They had ilaun-

‘ched ‘heavy. attacks on 49 .
French positions and - army -

barracks, laid “ten ambushes

for enemy convoys, destroyed -

32 French armoured vehicles’

and encountered French - for- --

ceés in eleven battles. The Al-
gerian sabotage units had. in-
this period
sive " raids against . enemy
legtablishiments inflicting. big
losses. on them, while the Al-
gerian anti-aircraft guns had
the:
communigue said.-

Algenan forces had seized 203
pieces of arms -and-a large

quantity of ammunition. Fif-

teen enemy soldiers with their

full equipment had “crossed
“over fo the Algerian Army,’
-said the. communique.

Karim : Belkassim; Deputy

. Prexmerrand Forexgn Minister
‘of : the - Provisional -

“Govern-
ment, Chairman of the Alge-
rian Ministerial Defence Com-"

mittee in an exclusive inter- .
" view . to . Hsinhua™ recently
dwelt -on the military situa-
tion and said that:the’ Alge-

rian Army had successfully
crushed the :Challe Plan of
the French.

The plan had provxded for

the use of all- the -strategic -

reserves—about 160,000° men—
‘all at once, against the. terri-
tory hberated by the Algerian
Liberation .Army. (about two-
thirds of Algeria). In s0. doing
they had hoped to destroy the
units of the Algerian Army
and its political and logxstxc
structure.- >

To cope with . this’ oﬂen- E
explained, .-

sive, Belkassim
the Liberation Army had
_dmded its big formations
Jinte smaller = units—more
mobile ‘and less vulnerable
—and had ‘thus succeeded:

in averting encirclement by

the enemy. This defensive
strategy . was accompanied
at the same tnme by swxft

of the principle of self- deter- .-

mination and, on the -other :

hand, the refusal of negotia~- -

tions:and ‘the pursuit of the

‘war by the French . Govern-

menta long war for which:

it is: preparing by mobilising

new: draftees and strengthen=

.ing the méans of | destruction
.at. the disposal of its army.”

‘Bowing ‘respectfully” before

“the hundreds of  thousands_

of .martyrs: who ~have' given

‘their blood to liberate the Al-
‘and.saluting .

gerian nation” T
“the: heroes ‘and valisnt com-
batants of the ‘Army.-of Na-:

age and" sacrifices . command

the -admiration of the world”,
the. *CNRA.. had " specxally
& 'rawn the - ‘world’s attention :
- to. the :French .
-use- of \ torture ln Algeria—

--colonialists’ .
“carried: to 'such’ a "degree: of:

. perfection - that it is now a
sub:ect of lnstructlon in the

thev :
‘creation of an - all-powerful
“Algerian Aﬂan's Committee” "

..directly under his control,

" promulgation of a new decree :

- alternative, -
- forces' killed 473 French soli- -

lau.nched exten- -

' months

counter-attacks and ambn-

- shes - ‘directed . against- . thi

vulnerable ‘French' positions.

This way, the ambitions and ’

<ostly plans of - Challe, - the'’

C-in-C of the French im-~:

perialist - army -'in" Algeria;"

‘were  beaten. "back both

-militarily  and- polntlcally -

and the* French Army was
- -compelled in the. end .to

withdraw  and the Algenan

Liberation ' Army- regained -

control- over the once occu- :

pied areas.

In splte ‘of this. fajlute and
evidently in the absence of an
Belkassim - said,
the French army seemed to°
be still clinging to the Challe.”
plan. But being aware of .the"
enemy’ tactics and - always .
holding the initiative in fight-, .
ing, the Liberation Army was:
capable; as it-had done so far,

of -foiling all’ manoeuvres. of "

the. French Command. -
Belkassim said the French
Army was , constantly gettmg
weaker . apd the ' Liberation. .
Army was gettmg stronger
&e - pointed as - signs’ of the
weakening of - the French -
Army, first of all, the cons-
tant call’ for' new reinforce- =

. ments . and . urgent. requests
It further claimed that ‘the - o oy

for replacements of® ‘material
and eqmpment in recent

Algerm Wzll
Wim

" As for the Algenans, tbelr o
units had ‘the advantage of -

mobility and lightness which

‘made the heavy equipment of
enemy - -useless. Their

the -
arms' were improving, their

-‘fighters possessed rich experi-.

ence and a thorough know-- .

ledge of the . territory. Besi-
des, schools angd training cen- '
tres were' .now - turning out
officers’ and men who were
young, dynamic -and well-
trained in methods of re-
volutionary -~ war. Belkassim ,
disclosed that Algeria had on’
its. -borders fresh' trained.-

- troops réady, to go mto actlon

at any time.

) The secret of the strength
of the Algerian army. lies -
in the fact tht it is an army
of patnotxe volnnteers, of & .
‘people animated by a lofty
objective — their - national -
‘independence.. - Henee, sai@ ~
Belkassim, he had’ full faith

- in the National Liberation
Army, in the Algerian _Peo~

“ple and in then- ﬁnal vie-
tory. L

—zmm, HA@
(March 19). - -
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. ,Extemal Affairs Mini.
- significa

- lemi~—India-China

.

bate on the grants demanded by the _
The LOk Sabha debate on herga tame affair. It had its-

¢ blow in the -

nce but it lacked drama.

was rat.

The winds &

world at large did not sweep in, as is ‘usually the case, ‘but

came in somewhat languid puﬁS-

T "HE cause of the slowness of
tempo was, . perhaps,. the
fact that thé dominating. ‘prob-
: relations —
had exerted its ~power - quife
amply during the debate in both

- Houseg. on -the: President’s Ad-~

dress. Still it was. this issue,
-gbove ' all," that . exercised the\»
members and drew forth some:

. passion. -

Only. Sensible:

.. Way Out

Mention  must. be ‘made here,

- first and féremost, ° that there
‘. 'was near unamnuty of view

that -the Nehru-Chou talks
were necessary and represented
the only ‘sensible way out of th

. impasse reached in the relatrons
s between the two countries.’

leen Muketjee set the tone
by statmg T would like to be-
gin,-in the first place, by . saying
 how very much ‘we on this side

“ of the House. wish for a success-

fal outcome of ‘the meeting

" which is going to take- place in -

_the near future between . our.
Prime Minister and the ane
Minister’ of China.
" 7 «We know very well that cer-
"tain clouds appeared on
‘horizon and a jolt had’ been
. given to the . historic fnendsinp
| between our countries....

are all very happy that the slgns
" now are -that the clouds- would
‘bréeak and we shall - have a

. settlement which would redound

to the happiness and the ad-
vance of our two countries.”
N. C. Kasliwal (Co'ngress)
full-throatedly welcomed the
' mee.ing, wished
and hit hard at PSPer S.- N
Dwivedy who hed made a-
_picious speech - earlier. An-
- other Congress M.P., Jaga-
;'n.atha. Rao, mot only hazled
, . the forthcoming meetmg “but
- aisely pleaded, “lét us create
a congenial atmosphere - ‘and
climagte to enable - them' to
come to. @ peaceful settle-

E2)

men,

© Settlement .

- Now -
Joacth Alva-

. negotiations at the Prime Minis-

ters’ level and- in the pres=nt
. 'generation—in" the life-time -of

« Nehru .and_Mao, as hem;l»lut it
- We must not leave an unhappy . 1 it is hardly possible for me

* and’ bitter legacy to the cormng ttgaspeak in m’; E)House of any-.
: o " “‘where in public aboiit the marn=
. D, Ci Sharma (Congtess) ner of talks or the manner of -
carrying on talks that we might.

the suggested” meeting what adgpt. That is not'the way that
. their alternative was.—“Do they - diplomatic- conversatlons or’any .

generation.

pointedly.:

o forceiully
argued -that - the India-China -
conflict: must be settled: through

‘asked the. critics ‘of -

shad)  and Va:p'ayee'

was not bad. or undesirable. -

But there were . dangers - to
avoid and- our Prime Minister -
must give ceriain’ public gua- y
rantees—‘“vacation of aggression
by China”, .“no change in the.

borders" “no negotiations about
territory”;, and the like. Natu-
rally enough they - also  shed
their tears for. Tibet, -called for
«considerate” treatment of- the

Dalai Lama and’a buffer. State::
- way we could aid Algeria’ was. "
" by recognising its Government..

between us and Chma.

Crusade Agamst“
Nelghbours
SN

course with the suggestion that
we should throw our = weight

about and “influence” through.

Political Advisers and the rest

Nepal Bhutan and Sxkkrm—-a\

(Jan’
Sangh) found -that the sun no -
longexr shone for -them..So they .

tried a flanking . movement. *
They were all- protestation that
-a Nehri-Chou meeting in- itself

Dwivedy went the -

i.(

the unchallenged sway that the
" Prime Minisier wields over-the

Congress Party and the manner
in which he is able to shape the

,mood and contours of rts attr-

tude.

The second " big theme -of

"‘the debate was the tunusually
. large number of references to.
Africa; One Congress .- M.P.
after the other went on to

. ing. - Joachim - Alva. stated,’
- ¢ynless we :Indians pull our-
“gelves. with * the,” Africans

- themselves we hcve no juture -

“in Africa.”
_D. C. Sharma spoke w1th an-
ger of the shameful episodes
that keep occurring in South
Africa while Dinesh Singh said,:
.“it is amazing how little atten-
tion ‘we all. pay fo: Africa.” He:
made the eminen!ly sensible and
practical proposal that the best

In this he was strongly backed

"by R. K.'.Khadilkar " (Inde-

pendent),. who; also was sad at
the md.lﬂerence towards Africa.

Nehru- eloquently took up the
problem. He referred to. the
forces and urges moving ~mil-

lions of. people as well as: Jlead-

.ership in’the African countries.
Fhe whole structure of the

’speak of the African awaken~ g

' ~Chastening ,

‘ernment. He had not a word to -

say about the.. actions -of his
Government "yis-a-vis' the  Ca-~
meroons which had: elicited a:
volume of Aincan criticism,

" 'But something is astir. This
sudden vocal .

speeches on the same subject
in the Bangalore Session o;f
. the Congress.. :

. ing in the ruling party  that
our -tepid stand on coto-ntal
; struggles—-—the sharpest ' ex-

pression of which is in Africa’ -

. '—is not enhancing our repu-

" tation among. the peoples.. -

- emerging to freedom

Fact

Itisa chastemng, fact . tbat.

“very little mention was ‘made in

the debate about the . momen-
tous international meetings that -
are proceeding or soon to begin’
—disarmament - .and Summit. .
N. C. Kasliwal was _the only
speaker ‘'who. briefly dwelt - on
these problems and was savage--
1y critical of'the: French atom

- bomb fmts-

Dﬂscordant Vomes Were Heard

But Overwhe!mmg Support

To

Nehru-Chou ?’aiks

it success .-
crusade agamst these nergh-_

bauring States, in-short.

In his v'eply to the debate’
Pandit Nehru emphasised that )
the issue of frontiers was an
most.
vi:al issue of our foreign affairs.
“acusto-
~mary flippant dig- at the Com-~

munist Farty, or somé . among

. them who were lost m “vague

1mportant one and the
He coupled this w1th

" ‘internationalism.”

He rightly. rezterated that
he could not go to the meeting
with Chou En-lai boind hand-

. and foot with all manner. of
“Some  mem~ .
_pers have pressed me to say
how these . discussions: will
take place, what: are the par-
ticular subjects of dzscusston

commitments.’

™ and allied matters.

“Now 1 would venture to-say

want that there should be an’ iike talks take plaoe
‘armed conflict between India -

and China?.... in ‘international
affairs these days '-people - are.
- pursuing the patb ~of: negot:a- Guarantee

-tions.!”

Slrmlar sentrments were ex- -

-pressed by, ahother
M. P. Dinesh Singh.:

.. The {antl-Pam:hsheet Tobby -
- was clearly. on - the . -defensive.
S. N. Dwivedy’ (PSP) Suri:ndra
ari-

Mahanty (Ganatantra

PAGE TEN .

'l'he Only

wanted only one.

" In these wo*‘ds Nehru sum-
Congress med - up the feelings of the vast
: ma]orxty in the Lok Sabha who‘
guarantee——--
that the talks should.end in:a.’
blaze of ‘Honout -and ‘success.: It
was equally a demonstratron of

and - something new was emer-

be a power-
ging whlch would p  Who were getting to gether and

ful factor in the future world.”
" Africa ‘'was emerging on the
bang.... No :man can know

‘what 1ts effect was going to be,
because a continent and a peo-

‘ple full of vitality were coming '
into their own after centuries of

horror and suffering.
No Concrete
Suggcstlon '

others”

African contrnent was changmg, :

world scene with “a tremendous..

\

Nehru did furn to this hlghly
significant " dev, lopment. - He
wished well to the “big peOple’

- wanted “stoppage of that horri=
"ble thing—production of atomic.
"and nuclear weapons-—and their
“tests” N . .

But he went on rather som-=
berly' “T am- constrained fo say.
that some recent ‘developments -
have rather damped my -enthu-
siasm. There are some forces
that appear to be at play which

.. remind .one .rather -forcibly ot}

the days preceding the Second

- 'World War.
“«It-was an ‘amazing stght
that while in Africa countriés
were . rising . with strength,
" with vitdlity, with passion and
even with anger; there.' was
5.4ll a continudtion of the po=-.~
" licy of ‘racial. dzscrimmatwn'
““and the. sort.- These . “two ;.
things weré mutually antago- ‘
“mistic. Africans ‘could  never .
" agree to this discrimination.
or -antagonism which; : .in"the .
“ultimate analysis, Wwas;@: con-
tinuing insult. to them and

“1 hope these forces are not
strong and I do beheve that the.

forces of peace are”very much
stronger. Nevertheless,

spite of public realisation-of the
‘terror of -the hydrogen . bomb,’

"Second World War." o

Very feeling words, indeed. ‘

But it was more than disappoin-. -
‘ting not to find a smgle concree |
" what  we "
should do about this vast fac';.:gf
: a e o
B Sammistor u%ou%:unot ‘go - . It was good to héar. “this .
warmng but its' impression "of
vagueness was  distressing.. - It

. suggestion "~ about

* Prime’. Minister:

NEW AGE

_beyond. mere, mentlon .of sym= .
pathy with: Algeria. and " just.
-evaded .the- quéstion.of the-re---
: cogmtron ‘of the Algerran Gov-

' Dlstressmg

was clear enoughthat resump-

. interest. -in .
- Africa is a.carry-over. ‘of the -

Perhaps, @ .’ :
healthy awareness is develop> . | qornon Democratic Repub-

lic. by the act of - diplomatic: '

‘it does -
cauge one anxiety to realise that
in spite of two great ‘wars, in-

still there ‘should be a harking -
back in some people’s minds to;
‘the ways and methods of think- & |
“ing and action which led to. the

Vagueness :

“tiori of atom bomb tests was

threatened and a new test had_ L

been” perpetrated by the Wes~

‘ten bloc Powers. The danger . .

sxgns of neo-Nazi moods and.

- aciions also cropped up in.that.  ~

part of Germany which was in-:
the Westérn armed camp.

ke did not  even verbally res--
pond to Hiren Mukerjee’s
suggestion- that we’ follow up-
our: good relations with the

“. recogpition. Where Guinea -
‘had ‘dared why shou!d India:
- drow. back’ Here
"~ was .an --action - that - would -
throwthe great weight ' of *:

“ India mo're fully on the side

of peace. .

*. Apart from the problems ot
. the passport racket, the dismal.
state ‘of External Affairs_ pub- ©°

licity; the unsatisfactory: state of”

" affairs "at the - London . High .
Commission and. Indo-Pak rela- -
tions, the final . point -needing"

. notice ‘'was . the problem of the:.

de jure 'transfer ‘of power . in.

Pondicherry. -Hiren - Mukerjee-
had forcibly raised the issue-
and_called upon ‘the: Govern-

ment to end .the present ana-

‘moly, ,espe,clally in ‘the field- of
jushce. e

No Progress
On Pondlcherry
“To thls Nehrus reply was

that he could- report “no prog-
ress”. The fact that the de-jure:

-, transfer had not yet been effec~
ted.“had come in our way.” The- .

takmg of appeals from Pondi-"
- cherry to courts in Paris - was-
“ivery odd and undesirable.” He
‘hoped that even before the de
* "jure transfer took ~ place, - the-

Government would be able to -

put an end to thé question of"

.-\ taKing.* appeals to Paris and.

bring the Supreme’ Court into
“the ‘picture. :

And that was the only con- “

crete step forward in an  un-

exciting debate which, however,

saw no retreat and was to the
advantage of the progressive-
’ torces in the country : .

,——MOHIT SEN
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' E VER sinice. the imperialist-
d’etat,:
which: took -place in Jordanv

reactionary - coup-

~approximatelv three.years ago
overthrowing the national re-

. gime and robbing the Jorda-

‘nian ‘people: of their indepen-
.dence ‘and ‘all their mnational
end’ democratic’ -gaing,  the
Jordanian pecple —have ‘been
‘Uving under a reign of black
.terror. - -

‘ of the.’coup, which was en-

ration-with the reactionary

“'forces within Jordan and the

' Arab ~elements. of reaction

outside it in - application of

B ties, trade - unions,

. eade agol .

-Uons,  with' shootings, arrests, .~

- puties elected by the people

" ..were expelled from it

Some of these were put in
§ail, - such as- Dr. Yacoup
Ziadine, Deputy of Jerusa-

" :lem, Fayek Warrad, Deputy
of Ramallah, Abdul Khalik

" Yaghmour, Deputy of Heb-

ron and Sheikh;Ahmad Ed-

- 'Da’ur, Deputy of Qalgilya, -
Military courts giassed cruel-.

sentences on them ranging
- :from life - to four-year im-
- prisonment. Othgr Minis-
. ters, Deputles
‘nent patriotic figures had
_to: leave the country in
order to escape persecution
and torture;, Mr. Suleiman
. Nablusi,- head . of the Na-
tional Socialist Parly and
of the National 'Govern-
ment, Is still under - house
. arrest since the first’ day of
the coup.

'_'rarmmu And
: Kllled :

“"From the’ very first moment-

..gineered by the Anglo-Ame-:
rican -imperialists. in collabo-.

-_-the “Elsenhower-Dulles '~ Doc-"
- trine”, martial ' law wes de-
- “clared throughout - the coun- .
. try. The Parliament was sus-
pended, and all patriotic De-~

and promi-"

<l An appeal from the Natlonal Front of- Jordan to ail‘
pohtlcal parties;’ orgamsatlons, ; newspapers, forces of -
“peace and democracy and all honest people in the world,

’

classes and political trends,

clviians ~and military  men. ..
-Those arrested were. brought E

‘ca.mpaign of arrests which-‘;.‘
covered . ‘hundreds of:the best_ -
sons: .and -daughters = of ‘the .. J¥
-Jordanian people, of different’ .

. before ‘military courts; which . :
gave many of them:cruel sen=:. /-

tences ranging. between’ deatd

and imprisonment . for: several .- -

years.

barbarous treatment such as -
flogging, ‘scorching,’ - subjec-
tion to electric shocks, nafl
extraction, belly inﬁation, in-
jection .with pepper, .

for several days.

yyall, were tortured to
death. Many victims of. tor-

mental diseases and: physi-

. “cal infirmities. Hundreds of -

. prisoners and detainees; in
many jails and desert con-
centration. camps,. are suf-
fering: different . tyvpes. “of
persecution, barbarous tre-
atment and “deprivation of
the simplest forms of human
rights.  Women have not

- escaped this. ‘black’ -térror
either; scores of tliem have

- been, subjected to arrest,”

imprisonment, torture and

vagrangy.
The Jordanian Government -
deprived * many. ‘‘prominent -

patriots, who had to leave the

country - in order. —to ‘escape -

persecution and' torture, of
the sacred rights : of citizen-
ship; -1t deprived ' ‘them' of
thelr “Jordanian = nationality-
and conﬁscated their . pro=-
perty.

Although the Government'
- was obliged a few months ago..

—as a result of the’ people‘s

. struggle—to lift martial law,

; .The Government which
came to power following the
-'eoup dissolved political par-

- societies :and mass organisa-

_ tions.of students, women: and

government - . employees, and
liquldated patriotic officers of
.the army. It closed down -all'
-cultural. and social clubs, snd
suppressed all patriotic newss
papers.

It - lannched a hysterical

v
1

peasant -

the country .is still Hving
under
Under the “Defence Act” Dis-
trict Commissioners” are en-
titled—on & recommendation
by the political police—to is--
sue warrants of arrest against
any citizen for & perlod of five -
years without placing a charge
against -him or. bringing him
to trial.

_ The Government has: re-

.‘cently, ’ also,

Many of' those. under,
arrest are being ‘subjected to ‘

starva-"
tion and deprivation of sleep g

Two young martyrs, Nasri :
Rumman and Shamekh Ka- -

ture and barbarous treat-
ment are soffering from '

Exceptionai, Laws. ’

-effected .an.

APPEAL FOR SOLIDARITY

: ;a.mendment in the
-Communist Act”;
to which anyone . ‘suspected

".-of being a member _of the

- having - any rela.tion with

Communists, . has '~ become
1:Jiable: to life imprisonment.
.. New military  courts, called
. “State Security Courts”, have
been set up in various parts
of the-country with the sole
task:of trying partiots. The

verdicts” of these courts are

“final; and innumerable  pa-
" triots, both civilian and mili-
tary; are constantly .- brought
before -them, wheére they re-
ceive most severe sentences.

Constimtmn
Amendment
terference -with the rights of
‘the . 'people,
1960, introduced - ‘an ‘amend-

ment in - the Constitution
whereby the “king has been.- -
'-empowered to prolong’  the . :

term of Parliament, for a pe-
riod'of -one to.two years, to

evade holding " “general elec- -

tions lest the people give an
expression of their will, des-

" pite the reign of black terror ‘

prevailing .in: the country.:
In one word, . the - Anglo-
American imperialists . and

their agents have turned Jor-'

dan into a large prison domi-
nated. by terror, torture, vag-
rancy and total economic des-
truction. All this Is being done
with the aim of suppressing
the national lberatior move-
ment and Kkeeping Jordan in

- the grip of imperialism and

turning it into a base for

- ¥
)

“ Anti- ]
according

Communist ‘Party, or of -

. Pact.

" To complete its wanton in- -

_the - Jordanian-
Government has, in January. -

aggression against the Arab
liberation movement, particu-
larly against the Iraqi Repu-
blic which enrages the impe-"
rinlists and all the black rea-
cticnary forces - in- the area
with ifs firm national pohcy
. and demoeratic trend. .
Hussein, king of Jordan, his

Prinme Minister Sazza Al-Ma— :

jali, and the clique .in power,
do not conceal their attempts
to tie up Jordan to the Cen-
tral Treaty Organisation,- ig-

noring the terrific defeat in-:

‘flicted upon thenr by the peo-
ple in 1955 when they tried to.
tie up Jordan to the Baghdad

They do not also conceal

.- their open intrigues against:

the Arab liberation move-
vment ‘and particularly aga-
inst the Iragi Republic. The

 repeatedly ~made ' declara~

tions by King Hussein and

. members of his Government -

conﬁrm that ~they are not
apart from the plots hatch-
ed against’ the national re-
gime in Irag. - The king of

his intentions to restore the
extinguished monarchy. in

. there, considering that he is
the . legitimate heir to the
extinet throne. . All this is
taking place at.the instiga-
tion and with the sapport of
the Anglo-Amencan impe-.
rialists in coliahorati.on with
the reactionary . forces in

. the area.

The valiant people of Jor-
dan, although small in num-’
ber, and in spite of the brutal
‘and barbaric tyranny and the
economic disasters inflicted

upon them by the imperialists

and their lackeys, are deter-

ssa;
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'promised to find suitable al-'
_ternative land for the recog-'.

nised 1,400 refugee” families. .
"A:year rolled -by and the:

'tGovernment of Assam._coutd -

“only offer: land - of uncertain
quality for. 200 farmilies and:
that, too, in isolated .- places
and ‘in & very vague:manner.’

This shows that Union Re-.

“habilitation ‘Minister -Khanna -

made another baseless charge

-when he.sald, - the refugees

‘weére .not' willing. ta move to:
alternative lands provided by
the Govemment

- While - the: Governmept

. pledged to keep eviction: ppe-..

rations .in- abeyance: till land
‘was -provided elsewhere. ‘the
District Council went ahead
with its bellicose: agitation and
police preparations for.a vio-

" Jent re-uprooting of the 8,000.
families of peasants who had

been uprooted once Just a de-
" Then came. the‘ls‘orbil‘ evic:

arson (and- looting,: while- the

“ pledge’ of the Government of..

Arsam remained 2 sheer trick
MARCH 27 1960 .

" refugee masses. S

. Khannas

" to lull the resistance or the

The . Govemment,
‘with strong -opposition, - had
been slandering: the ‘refugees,
their. ieaders . ‘and strangely
enough the Communist Party.
Khanna - sought to - nxake
-much of ‘the number- of refu-

- gees-—who: according - to. this

{rresponsible. géntlemen were -
. Bora, was arrested. ‘He. had.
-.convened a kisan conference
.t0 be held on February 11, in"
:that' very: loecalify.. But sud-’
.denly on’ the 9th, he was. ar-
‘vested . with 40 others,
- were: even tefused bail. This
.drrest came because the Kisan

only. 750 families at the begin-.
ning—but  had . swelled into

:their present number by un-

authorised lnﬁltration into
the tribal areas.™

.But - here. also,: facts belle
defenice. of - the

sanguinary : eviction drive.

The . Government:, $00K. - the i
~first, census, of. the refugees

and “found’: the number to be
1750, only,-but faced with irre- -
futable facts, 1t itself ‘had to
ddmit  that the . number ‘of
bonga - fide. refugee famiiies
’was 1.800. ;.

Fi 'The- fact stands out that
'whiie the * refugees’ were

-.surances, ' a ‘- planned . drlve
‘ ‘had been organised: by the '
Government behind the

scenes. This wss preceded

“faced

~nising the:: local -

~Julled- by promises and ass
" there ‘and was ' scheduléd -to

by a- vtrulent campaign in
the servile local Press which
jnvented a dangerous.Com-

-munist plot suddenly. and |

cried hoarse for arrests and

-*.violent eviction -overations.

As early as in February, the
leader of -the local. Kisaa-
Sabha; & -united. organisation

ties ‘of .that. - area,. Khudra

Sabha leader had’ been “orga-

Assamese, -~ tribals. = “Musim.

" jmmigrants and refuwees for
- resistance - to the . diabolical
“plan °‘, the District . Council -

leaders, t6 évict about "5 000
families -’ of" ‘toiling - kisans.

~from-one or two manzas,. In
.’order to grab the land: -

Phani Bora, MJ‘..A who went

preside over -this conference,

‘came back and fssued a state-’

ment (see box) exposlng the
NEWAGE

.who -

peasantry,‘ T

efugees

whole.game and accusing the

police of organising the tribals

for a racial riot at Borbii.
The. leaders -of - the All-As-

saxr Refugee Association also

- visited the area ‘and raised

the same alarm.

‘But; in spite of everything, .

‘of the kisans.of all:communi- ‘tbe mad coravan went its way. .

’ The rnt’ugees, faced. with
this’ destructxve operation,
showcd great courage. . and

. fortitude, maintained a hixh

. "degree of discipline and ré-
mained peaceful. They re-
sisted nﬂcrmg their lives.

_on the ground - before the
_elephants After the. shoot-
Ing anid Eilling of their fél-
. lowmen, none left the area,
“all have been waiting for a
“belated .but just ‘solution

with patxence :

‘Whether: the hopes’ of‘ tbese
toiling humanity, - uprooted
twice within 4. decade. :from
" the soil of their toil, will be
Tfulfilled - now depends . on.
‘our people, - who are strong
enouch to force the hands of
"ithé Union and the state Gov-
emments :

Jordan makes: no.secret of

-.Iraq ‘and enthrone himself

- kair, -

mined to carry on the strug- _j -
gle” for peace, national inde- -

-pendence . and_~ democracy.

They will neves allow .theif '
dear fatherland to remain.as

a farm for the .imperialists
and their 'agents, or as a
" stepping stone for launching

sggression - and -conspiracles: -

against the Arab - liberation
movement, * '
going  great difficulties .on
account. of the deviation of
Cairo rulers and their efforts

aiming af the . liquidation of- .
_their - differences’  with - the
-Arab reactionaries with a view'

“to curbing the current of the.

. Yising Arab liberation move-. -
ment and continuing plotting .

agdinst the: national regime
.in Iraq.

mepressmn
Our people,

darity -with ‘the brother Arab

peoples, and ‘reliance upon all ..
demo- -

the forces: of peace,
cracy, and Socialism -~ in the
world, at the head of which
stands the great Soviet Union,
dre fully confident of victory.
“This confidence {is enhanced
by the experience.our people

had, .nct long ago, during tha . .
- tripartite aggression:. on the
Suez and the occupation by

the American and British
troops of ‘the Lebanon, and
Jordan, and on-other ocea=

slons; when they realised. the -

effect of international solida-

: Tity on ,the sachievement of

victory for the causes of Arab’
l.beratim. - ok

“Jordanian - National
Front appeals to all parties,

" organisations, newspapers, -

_ democratic forces and to ant
. honest people throughont.
the world to declare . their.
solidarity with our brave
people and their . national
torces, and to raise their
-voices loudly in protest aza-
. Inst the flagrant .atrocities
and acts of repression’ per:
petrated * by the Anglo-

American imperialists " and -
.- their . agents ~‘against the .
people of Jordan: and ‘their -

national and democratlc .

forces.:

We appeal to’ you all to send
petitions and . telegrams to

the Jordanian Government in = "

Amman  .and-to the - Hmmn

Rights .Commission of “the '--

United. Nations demandmg
the cessation of the campaigns
of terror, repression and tor< -

 Womén came out. and lay ture, the restoration of demou-°

cratic libertles, and the re-’

legse of fhe hundreds of poft- - .
. fical prisoners and detainees. . -
. This appeal, issued on Feb- -

ruary 8, 1960, was Signed for

the National 'Front of Jordan - - v

by Dr. Abdul Rahman -Shu=

Salwa Ziadine, and addresses
to. which - protest . telegrams

_and -petitions. are to be sent

are: King Hussein, Amman,
Jordan: Jordanian:Prime Min--
Ister, Arrman, \.Jordan; -and
Human = Rights. Commission, -

* United Nations New York,

USA.
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which is under-. -

Protest Agmnst L

‘through - their_\
‘struggle, unity - of  ranks, solf-- -

Yshya - Hammoudeh,
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T HE debate msrde the

Labour Party on the fun-

damental. objectives it espou- .

ses has been followed with
keen interest by political cir-
cles-all over the world. In our
country, the Swatantraites and
others are making much of the
“retreat” from = Socialism to

' press home their own panma-
cea of a planless Indian eco- -

nomy.
What is usua].ly ‘ overlooked

.however, is the determined re-
i, gistance being put up against
:\ this latest attempt by the Right.
* wing 10 water down the alreddy

‘weak brew of Labourite  So-~
cialism. .This has = demonstra-
tively manifested itself in the
climb-down - by the . Gaitskell
group on - their amendment to
Clause Four of the Labour Party ™
Constitution:. - .

Clause = Four contams ‘the
famous proclamatxon of the aim
of the common . ownership of
the means of productlon It was’
against’ Clause  Four that - the
“new thinkers” headed by Gait=
skell had concentrated _their

. idoelogical: offensive; It was the
_nucleus of ‘their, atteinpt to make

the Labour Party not a fighter

~for ‘Socialism but an “up-to-

date” and “efficient” manager

‘of caprtalzsm

Against thzs Rtght-wmg of-

fenswe there was a determm-
ed and growing opposition. A
“Victory for Sociglism” group’
was formed: consisting of a
number of prominent Labour.
M.P.s. From the constituency
. branch level, a stream. of pro:

- ‘test. letters- and petitions be-

ban to pour ' in. Above all,
powerjul sections of:the trade -
union .m o ement — with

Fra-nk Cousins; of the ‘Tran- .

‘sport and -~ General . Warkérs’
*Union in the ua-n.——vzgorously
protested. .

This had xts 1mp‘act Galtskeil
‘had to withdraw his proposal to”
éntirely . delete: the clause. He
had to go further and agree that
‘there was. to be no modification
of the ongmal phrasmg, either.

suceeded ‘in

aims.to: explam. 7hat -the . Con- .
stituhon means,

" The declaration, as it emerged
from the Executive Committee;
“recognises . the need to extend
common ownershxp tzl) give the

commu.mty power .over . the
“commanding hexghts" ‘of - the

.economy. But it alsg accepts the .

need for a: mixed economy.
Gaitskell has had to"accept

“that one aim of the party is to

nge “the ‘nation power over the
main sectors of the economy. He
has also got agreement that a
T.abour Government = will give
State aid to private industry.

"It .was on this last point that
a fierce and prolonged fight to0k -
place with the weary opponenis
of the Gaitskell policy retiring
after registering a “considerable
nunonty vote, -

Far from decidmg the contro-
versy which has raged siince
Gaitskell raised the issue at the
Blackpool . Conference in Nov-

‘ember, the argumentmn goon..

The next stage . is for the

Labour Executive to publish the

draft which will have to be.dis- -
cussed at the. party’s annual
conference in ‘October, .Many
" M.P.s and the Labour rank-and-

file will” consider- = the addition

. 's .
unnecessary and confusmg and
will work 1o reject.it.’

The Political . Committee of

the’ Communpist . Party. of Great .

Britain has issued a statement
on the new compromxse declara~
tion extracts from which fol-
low:
“This

“On thé  basis of this confu-
sion attempts; will be made to
“proclaim “a  spurious - ‘unity’
which leaves the v1tal issue un-
gettled. - . -

“Under cover - of thxs confu-
sion, the Right=wing " policy ‘of
Gaitskell, the policy of the bet-
_rayal of Socialism and- surren=
der ‘to, monopoly caprtahsm»
will be’ pressed forward in prac-
tice. . -

“But the ﬁght goes on. The:

‘strength .of . the campaign of

the widest sections _of the

comipromise declara- e
-tion.can only-lead to confusion.

Labom' movement agamst the

offensive of" Gaitskell and. his:
Rzght—wmg associates. to. de=-

" ership' was shown on the exe-

- cutive by the role of the.Te=
B p‘resentatwes of mago'r ‘trade
" unions. :

“It isessential that any des -
claration of aims in the consti- -
tution shall not’ only reaffirm -

the aim'of, ‘comimon ownership

-"of the means of. productron, dis~;

‘tribution - - and ! exchange, -

shall make absolutely.clear and

beyond guestion the necessity to
carry through Socialist nationa-

lisation of the large-scale indus-

tries of the eountry and the b)g )

: ,monopohes. .

: “Every effort needs to be

directed to ensure the victory of . -

this objective at the annual con-

B ference o

""'-‘Charges And Co ] ter-Charges

In Puujah Assembly

- «momraass

gards - the stage of mtro-
ductron of Rindi. -
‘The contradictions: mside

" the Congress Party seem to
~follow & pattern. of seasonal
ebb and fiow.

The .Congress
dissidents, .- led = by . Musafir,

Zail Singh and: Probodh

Chandrsa; had held. a number
of conventions, issued Press
statements and even addres-

" ged public meetings, levelling
serious charges. of -corruption, *.

maladministration and deter-
rioration in the law and order .

- situation against Chief Min-.

ister Kairon.’ :The. support ‘of
Feroz ~Gandhi ~had’ :1éns

* momentum: to their campaign.

ThHey had mounted the pres-
sure of high-powéred anti-
Kairon: propaganda ‘also with
a view to get a share for-their'

allies in- tickets for the Rajya -
" Sabha snd Vidhan P

elections.

But while the High Com-
mand has not accepted all the ~

recommendations of the Pra-
desh . Congress - for Rajya .
Satha seats and preferred

Raghbir Singh Panjhazari to-.

Kairon’s nominee, Dr. Anup
‘SingH, it has not given its ear
to the demands of dissidents
elther. Selection of Congress
candidates: for = the Vidhan
Parishad has been'left to. the..

" unfettered . discretion of\the

State Chief Minister.” -
Nor * does the Congfe
"High Command -appear .10
give any ground for encoura-
gement to - dissidents as re-
gards investigation into their
-charges against ] airon. In
the general discussion
Governot’s Address "~ “apd-thée
Budget, dissldents Probodh

" Chandra, Ghani. and others

had thelr full say. They. re-
peated their charges against
the Chief Minister. - Former

Minister Jagat - Narain level-

led fresh charges against the
Chief Minister -and ‘some of '
‘his colleagues.
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ishad - ‘a
their innocence by the .

General dis- j

cussion on the Budget, there-
fore, became -a veritable in-
dictment of corruption at the
~highest ministerial ‘level.

‘| Pratap Singh -Kairon re- .

jected the demand for.a tri-
bunal and offered.to’ examine
concrete charges, if given In
writing, at the Cabinet level
.He launched  a  Tull-blast .
attack against the dissident
Congressmen. He charged
them with allying themselves
with ‘Master Tara Singh. “He,
accused. a rich ‘agent of a’
motor company with - financ-
ing the ~-campaign to unseat
the" Ministry . and’ \polltically
-control ‘the State. That agent™
. was-not named but everybody
knows to whom the reference
was ‘made.
- Though Chref Minister
Kairon and some- of his
Cabinet colleagues denied -

‘mere -fact of - their ~denial.
’A dark shadow of doubt and -
. suspicion . has” heen cast .
over the : integrity of the .
: Ministry which caninot. be
dispelled by mere protesta-’
- _.tioms,  -however loud, .
| those put in theé. ‘dock.

‘The ' Congress . dissidents
-have = made profesaions of
their ‘loyalty to. decisions of.
the Congress ‘High . Command
in -the’ matter of:support to .
candidatea ‘for :the 'Rajya:
-Sdbha and the Vidhan -Pari-
‘shad, Udham Singh Nagoke,
however, - hopes” to . receive:
support of some . Congress-
dissidents:in_his ~election: to

takeé--place on- March 24 and.
will 'show” how far the Con-
gress 15 able to keep its flock
in the-State Assembly Party
together. R
While the charges and
“countercharges made by con-
tending .groups -of - the ruling :
party against. one another:
and especially against the

- istration, at the

by ¢

dominant’ clique expose in
-utter  nakedness - the rotten-
ness. of the Congress adm:ln
- same time
in this welter the most burn-
ing problems of the masses
are relegated to the back-
"ground. . Dissident. Congress-
‘men took no  demarcated
stand on the. pollcies follow- .
“ed by the Ministry and their
'implementation.
It was left mainly to the
‘.small’bnt * valiant group of
eight Communist legisla- .
- torg to focus the sharp light
of criticism:' ‘on the anti-
- people policies of ‘the: Con- :
- .gress-Government and draw
“'pointed ' attention to - the
urgent ‘problems  of the
. _masses and suggest their
", solutions—such ‘as qnestions
- relating * to - demands
agricultural -workers, . lan
.. reforms, rellef in tmtion,

* . hardships ‘of ~ industry and

1abonr arising out of short-

age ‘of .electricity, dempnds -

-of low-pald Government
- employees, - solution' ‘of the:
. "petterment - levy - guestion,:
. -and " .expeditiotis implemen-
'_ tation of a master plan ‘to
overcome ‘the - menace of -
ﬂoods and water-logging."
: It was “due to...
.pressure. of - the " movement
outside combined: with. inter~"
pellations and criticism by’
“Communist - members ‘on the -
floor. of the Assembly;that the-:
first "meeting of the 25-memni-

ber - Betterment Levy Com-~ -

mittee was held on March 17.
at = Chandigarh. ~ The - ‘com-

mittee in its very first meet- -

‘ing -~ has “~demanded, on the -
h:ltiative ‘of Communists. and
Kisan. 'Sabha representatives
Harkishen Singh . Surjlt and
Jagjiz: Singh Lyallpuri. from .
the  -Xrrigation’ ' Department:

" answers to the points of prin--

- ciple raised. by Roorkee Uni- -
“'versity . expert ‘Sally on’ the
question- i of . assessment - of
_h=‘terment
pose river: projects

NEWAGE ; '

ersistent

Jevy on muitlpur- :

Pun]ab Resolutwn On |

Language Questwn

'E‘ HE Executive Commlttee
of the Punjab State Coun

cil of the Communist Pax of ,

India which met at'its {Vl -
.dur ‘Headquarters ~on March
18 in an emergency session to
consider the recommendations
" of ‘the Langua (%e Goodwill
Committee, besides - adopting
a resolution on the language
question, also’ adopted resolu-
tions on: the - struggle
- P.W.D. - workers “of ~Pun]ab
‘ Himachal Pradesh, the unemi-
loyment caused to workers
as a result of lock-out by tex- .
t:le units ‘in Ludhrana, doub- .
ling of house-tax . in Patiala, -
- the Tndiawide struggle of bank
“employees and famine condi--
- tions_in certain placee of Am-
bala Dijvision. .

The Executwe
consrdered the report of the’
Language Goodwill * Commitice
appointed by the Punjab Gov-

‘ernment to suggest a’ solution of

the language ‘problem. .
~The Execitive welcomed the

recognition by ' the. Committee

-~ that -there, cannot be one uni-

Commlttee :

form- ‘formula for. both the re-.

:gions ‘and -its.  suggestion that
compulsion on “the teaching of -
Punjabi in Hindi region be lift=
.ed. It 1§ "exactly the proposal

which the Communist Party has |, @
“been "canvassing for . the. ‘past -

“many years. But:the “Executive -

urged that' tull facilities for the’

‘ teaching of Pun]abl be provrded
in’ that  region,’ too, for those
“who so desire, -

The Executwe further wel-
comed . . the statement. ‘of the
Goodwill Committee. that .the’

tuate the  communal division
between Hindus and Sikhs and -
further -that Punjabi. is the
mother-tongue of the people of
the Pun;abx regxon and that no

Sachar Formula tends to perpe-.

one can choose his mother-

tongue just as - no one can
choose his mother. -

The Executive, therefore, de-
"manded that the Sachar For-
mula be scrapped and in its
place a language solution be ap~
plied to the ‘Punjabi  region

‘which gives due status to. Pun-. -

jabi as'a regional language both.
in the field of education and
administration ' like the status

. accorded to- regmnal languages . .

. elsewhere, “The* Executive
holds ‘‘the . Congress = Govern~
ment responsible for: complicat-

ing the languagé problem by its -
deliberate failure to implement ..
“the. regional formula. It has fol- -

lowed: temponsmg polices of

compromising . now with . this
and then with that seetion of.

- the communalists ‘with "the -sor=

did,” narrow aim of keepmg it-.

.self in power.

‘The  two formulas’ Tecom-
mded by.the Goodwill Com~

mittee will not achieve solution
- of the language problem in the
“Punjabi: region.

‘relation to:Punjabi
following suggestion.

@ Punjabi in' Gurrnukhl seript -
:/be introduced - as the first -

lxmguage from:the infant class;

@ Punjabi be made ‘the me-:
dium’ of instruction m the 8

ﬁeld of education,

ma.ry class.

stage of mtroduction of Hindi,

* The Executrve forcefully urg-.

‘ed the State . Government -to

take immediate steps o imple=

ment, the provisions:in,theé re-

gional formula about the use:of -
Punjabi’’ as.court language and :
language ' of admrmstratron in

the- Pun:abi regxon.
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lete. the aim of common own= -

but * .

The Execuhve‘Commxttee ‘n:.: ‘
urged the C

‘Hindi as national: Ianguage_
be taught from fourth pri- -

‘The Execuhve, however; wm'
sitpport . any - - compromise for- -
-mula agreed to by various inte-
rests concemed as_regards the

| rwo T
" —THE CONTRAST

' . three stages in four-years. 1t

- Geneva meeting, '’

. grammne on general and com-

:PLANS

: E N cond.ltrons of a thawmg_

cold war,” Western _espe-

»_; cially U. S. policy, is inevi-
* " {ably caught on.the horns -

of a. terrible. dilemma.
While - the - possioty of
ridding mankind . from .~ the

AT*GENEVA

o

stage disarmament ‘measures stage These wﬂl relate to nu-

agreed upon are: -actually care
red ‘'cul: by the contractlng

parties, the Soviet plan visu- -

‘alised “an intemational con-
trol agency”. . ;
Zorin' made ' it’ clear that
“the machinery of control.

threat of nuclear sulcide has. ., hegin operating simuita-

" become real and its urgency

" rhore. pressing than ever,. the

establishment clings dogged-

fdyte 1ts oid’ fm liar ways de-

vising. “-ever.- mew " illusory
#kreats-to persist in and in-
tensify the arpis race, SOme-

- 4ires on the piza of keeping
up the lead, at other times on

41 at of making vp the leeway.
‘In.the process it cannot

" telp adopting stupid postures
_and making itself Jook ridicu-

-lous.. -

The Ten-Nation Disarma- -

ment . Conterence—the - firsh

- such conference . after 1857—
which opened in the Palals-de.

Nations at Geneva on- ‘March

‘15—has by now brought forth .
- pmple-demonstration. of this .

situation.

~ " '7That the people’s desire
“for -disarmament had . by
" now become a factor to be

' .rveckoned with was. the one.

‘reason why when Khrush-
«<hov placed before the UN.:
. General Assembly last Sep--
tember the Soviet proposal
Jor-general and - complete
| qdisarmament .in - four years

" the chorus - cry of “propa-

. ganda’™ was s0 ‘subdueéd and

‘esitant in going up. It was

‘again a tribute to this popu-

lar demand’ that ‘the: U, S-

“agreed to resume disarma-

ment negotiations - ‘and re=-

" -sume them on a parity. basis .
-with -the 'East, . -with -flve
countries’ partlclpatmg on
either side. -

" The -Soviet- tplan submltted
to the U. N. by Khrushchov
visualised  achievement . of
complete ~ disarmament * in

>

i this samg -plan that chief
“soviet delegate Deputy Fore-

" " ign Minister V. A. Zorin plac-.

ed before the Geneva Confer-
ence

The Sovuet
G’Ian

The objecttve before the
as seen by
the.Soviet Union; was. clearly
defined m the following words
by Khrushchov lr. his message

" greeting -the opening of uhe .

gonierence:. -
“The Ten-Nation “Com-
mittee ' has an ' important
~and - responsible task—to
" draft - as soon as possible
practical methods of effect-
ing general .and complete,
disarmament thas carrying :
out the recommendations of
the 14th Session of the Ge-

" . neral Assembly which had

. “the unanimous spproval of

- all yhembers of the United
.Nations Organisation” = = -

- Golng turther than-at the

V U-N. General Assembly the

Soviet " proposal - at ‘Geneva
time-limit for

alised. Further Zorin said::

‘“The Soviet. Union assumes _-

that even before the start of
the. rea;isatlon i 'of the pro-

‘plete disarmament an agree-
Jaoent -will have béen reached

-~ on the complete termination
" of tests’'of all types-of nuclear:
< weapons aud- thus .

the first
step wit! have been:taken to-

' ‘wards  ending the ' nuclear

arms.race and . starting nu-

B clear disarmament.”

. As for' check-up and super-«
vision ‘that the stage-by- i

:MARCH 27, 1950
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~ conference

" collection..
" present force Ievels (active uni-

neously with the beginning. of
.disbanding of trocps subjsct
-to rednction in the first stage,
‘in order 'to ensure verifica-

tion by international control-.

lers to precise and - undeviat-
{ng fulfilment by . the States
of the agreed - measures. on
‘such reduction.” = - -

The Western
Plan

‘ 'l'he Soviet plan. thns set
the objective clearly -as

compléte and all-sided dis- -

armament,, defined -the sta-
ges in: which it was to_be
achieved - and provided for
“an internationdl - control
‘agency” empowered to take
adegqnate and . appropriate
measures at every stage.
“As against’ this, the West-
“ern ‘plan, published on March -
15 by the U. S. Department’ or
State, and presented * to the

* Geneva meeting. next day by~
chief ‘British delegate Orrby-- |

Gore  scrupulously . avoided
mentioning “comvlete . disar-
‘ament” as the objective.

The ‘'deccompanying- message’
tronr President . - Eisenhower
addressed to the Chief U. S.
delegate which was. read out
at the conference. was = also -
very chary on this point. Cau-

" tioning. against pessimism but

trying.. mainly ~to "dampen

popular enthusiazm about the.
- (“Nor should ‘we.
necessarily - expect immediate;
dramatic far-reachmg strldes)
Eisenhdwer said:

“Rather, - 1t shou1d~ be our
objective . in".these - negotia-
tions to contribute . by care-

- fally balanced, phased, and
‘contral B

safeguarded = arms:
.agreement to the ultimate ob-

- Jective cf a secure, free and
peaceful 'world . in .which- in-

ternational . dlsputes will ‘be

 settled: in accordance ~with

the princivles of .the United
Nations Charter”
: Securin arms _control
and not liquidation of arms
i{s thus defined as the U. S.
objective ‘“In these negotia-
tions,” while the “nltimate -
objective’—without any. in-
dication as to how ‘and
‘when that- is-to, be achiev-
ed—is defined in the most
.nebulous - . platitudes - for
which nohody has any use
anywhere in the world. ./

The Western plan speakin? -

of “general” - disarmament
stipulated: that it should be -
"attained" in three stages.

‘ In the FIRST stage, accord-

.ing to it, the first thing to do

would be . “the ‘establishment
‘of an International. .Disarm-
ement Organisation (IDO)
by progressive - steps,” to be
responsible for. .control and:
for-. approving dtsarmament
mesasores. . | :
What the IDO- would do.in’
the. first. “stage would be “the
of information -on-

formed military manpower) and -

.oh " armaments pertaming to

land, sea and axr forces. possess-
ed by the various:-Powers,” the -
obtaining of - reports on. “pro=-
posed launchings of space vehi~

‘cles” by various. countries and

the . situation regardmg
military: expenditures, ', - )

The plan further provides for
eight "joint studies" in the ﬂrst

their

merous ‘questions including sO-
called measures -to assure com-
pliance with an’ agreement that
no natlon should - place - into
orbit or station-in outer space
weapons -of mass -, destruction,
_measures. to assure comphance
with an agreement on prior no-
-tification. of- missile launchings
_and on’ declarations of locations
of launching sites and places of
manufacture - of such missxles,
and 50 On..

Specified as: ceiling. for Soviet
ﬁgure of . 2,500,000 with
and U.S. -armed forces is the
levels
named. .. (Soviet forces at the
end of the carrying out of the

. latest unilateral cut will stand

at 2,423,000.)
Thus, amazing though it

" .may appear, it is a fact for all .

_to see that in this Western
plan there is not one single
. 1easure of practical disarma-
ment..  The present negotia-
tiong thus turn out to be nego-
_tiations for setting up an In-
. ternational Disarmament Or-
.- ganisation to “collect informa=
. tion” and to undertake “joint

. studies” of a large number.of
.questions, all related to “con- -

drol?.

In -its- SECOND : stage, the
Western plan provides - that
measures. would . ‘be taken for
“the succeéssful completion” of
the jomt study .of questions out-
lined: in the first stage. The

+“main items. prov:ded for seek to

put into effect measures of “con-
trol” after the “joint ' studies”

are over, to put the force level -
ceilings of the Soviet Union and

thé USA at 2.1 million. men

- each -and to initiate “establish-

ment of the internatlonal orga-
nisation”. to * preserve world
peace,” and so on.’

The ‘“ultimate goal”, in the
THIRD stage, is “reduction of
national .armed forces and ar-

Sw

T the three-Power nuclear
test ban talks going on con-
currently in Geneva where on
the pretext of an-alleged impos-~
slbrhty of detection of  under-
ground tests ‘the U.S, and Bri-
tain had for months stalled an
agreement, " the “Soviet Umon
has. made a compromise .pro-
posal of a very far-reaching
significance. -

On. February 29, the U.S. de-
legate had confronted the con-
fererice with the threat that un-.
‘less the .Soviet Union accepted
. the U.S. proposal for a thresh-
hold—exempting  ‘undergroind .
tésts of less than a certain velo- -

city (4.75 units in this in- -

stance)——the conference could
make no headway.

- The Soviet: Union took the
stand ‘that accepting the U.S.-
British  position would amount

to a legalised invitation to re-

sumption of tests and insisted

" on “an’ -all-embracing = treaty, -

‘without any exceptions and re-
gervations - whatsoever.”
Soviet Union wanted the: alleged

difficulties . about detection.of

, underground tests to be found
out and overcome in-. practice
after the signing of the compre-
hensive test ban tfreaty. -
*'Not only-did the West refuse
to ‘accept “this practical . ap-

proach, ‘not only -did "‘the U.S..".

announce - its threat to scuttle

- the. talks ‘but.under . cover of'

_this: disagreement over the de-
tectabﬂity or otherwise of un-

NEWA.GE
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maments by progresswe, safe-

guarded steps to levels required

by internal security and fulfil-
ment of obligations under the
U.N Charter” :

"The third stage provrdes also
for “completion of the eetabhsh-
ment of international organisa-
tions and arrangements to pre-
serve world peace.” ’

There is no time limit pro- -

vided for any - of the stages
and for.the plan as a whole,

* " aiming -as it does’ ‘only on

the = reduction and  not
liqu_idaﬁon. of arms. - It
avoids - mentioning disarma-

' ment measures. that could be .

~-taken straightaway. In the
whole long programme, no re-
- ference is made to the suspen-,
sion-of nuclear weapon tests.
- 'Nor is there ‘anything about
abolition of military bases’
" ‘abroad and about withdrawal
of troops on foreign soil.
Highly revealing of Western

) PHASE 1: - A year ‘t0.18 -
months for reduction of
forces of the USA, the

t0 1,760,000 - each. and
those .of Britain | Cand
France to 650,000 ' each.:
correspondingly cut.

An International Cop-
trol Organisation- to be
set. up to receive infor-
mation about the armed
forces and conventional
armaments  of all con-
tracting parties. - -

: PHASE 2. 18 months to
two years for disbanding
remaining . forces,.’ dis-
mantling - of foreign

TRPPPPVIVVRYEVITYRVIeY

derground - tests, “the " US. an--
nounced last week its plans to
hold one next January. A ten.

_kiloton bomb, -half the size of ~
the Hiroshima bomb which

killed 250,000 people, is planined
to be exploded. .
The U.S. Atomxc Energy -

Commission said in a statement .

that it was going ahead with
the job'-of digging the .under-
ground cavity for the new test.
The  Chairman of - .the AEC:
claimed that the test would
“greatly advance the prospects,
of agreement between members
of the nueclear’ club!”’

In this background Tsarapkin,
Soviet. delegate to the Test Ban
f;)nference proposed on March

. “The coyu:lusion of a treaty
_on the cessation of all tests of

nuclear weapons in the at-
-nwsphere, in the oceans, in
outer space, and of all under-
_ground tests producing* seis--
mic shocks with a magnitude
of 4.75 com:e’nﬁonal units and
- more. .

“As regards untdentrﬁed
underground phenomena pro-:
ducing seismic shocks with a
tragnitude of less than 4.75
conyentional units, whichk the -
U.S. says cannot be control-
led, the Soviet Government is
pg’epared to agree to the Ame-
rican. proposal for a program-
me of joint research and ex=
periments - by  the . Soviet
Union, the United-States and -

_Soviet Union and China A

Conventional arms to be

- agreement -on-

‘a- New York Times

- {0 treat -
- favourably, the Defence depart~ -

rhind is the eventual evolution

of the International = Disarmae:

ment Orgamsahon.vlt is vxsuao .

lised as gradually evolving- into-

. a super-U.N. with international ._

police” force. One does not know
what such  an- international
police force' would . do, if na-
tions are eventually to disarm-
—keep the colonies-in subjuga~
tion for the Westem Powers,
‘perhapst
Once again the whole Western

plan for so-called general dis-.

‘utter eyewash - ‘and a terrible
hoax ‘played.on a peace-hungry
world. -

In fact, it seeks to kill several
birds with ‘one stone — avoid
disarmament, collect all the ne~"

cessary ilitary information .-

about the other side, replace the
UN with the more malleable .
‘instrumernit of -IDO and -provide
it with a police force which the -
U.N. was never able to get. A -
brilliant idea, indeed.: ’ .
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'HOW TO DISARM—IN 3 STAGES.

bases-and dlsbauﬂing all
troops on foreign tem
forivs. . . ’
Jpternational v-ontrc!- '
-lers to be sent to foreign . .
military bases. to super-.
vise . their dismantling.-
PHASE 3: iOne year, in
‘which all nuclear wea- .
ggns'would- be destroy~ °
Mr . Zorin told the
- Geneva Ten-Nation Con= -
ference that the Soviet
Union . was proceeding
. from - the point that "
ending
nuclegr ~ weapon . tests
would be reached before
comiplete . disarmament
. measures were begun
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Great Britain, pioviding that .

-all the parties fo the treaty

‘assume an undertakmn not to
hold during this penod any
-tests of nuclear weapons pro-
. ducing seismic shocks with -a

armament turns out to be an .

L

b a3

- magnitude of 4. 75 conven- .

tional units or less.”

The official” Western reactxon
to this Soviet proposal so far
has been that it is “yery im-
portant” and “should be studxed
carefully.” = . .

Reporting from = Washington,
despatceh,
however, says that while some
Amencan officials are inclined
the Soviet. proposal

ment and the AEC believe that ~

the U.S. must resume the nu—
clear weapon tests. -

Defence Under  Secretary
Douglas was- reported to have
made it plain, according to the
New -York Times, thatthe ex-/

-emption of- small explosions’

from the agreement is explained .

fact that the U.S. wants to con-

Py

- tinue developing cleaner" o= - -

clear weapons,

' Very soon we might - once
again see .-a-repetition . of the

familiar Western: performance )
. —going back on their own pro~-

posals once -the Soviet’ Union
aocepts them. (Mareh 22)
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.not merely by the difficulty ‘of - |
. detecting them but also .by the -
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-Policy statement, there is not
& word of criticisnz about Big

Business or - its malpractices
and manipulations. The Con-
gress ‘Government is assailed

not for helping these but for

not giving still greater help
and encouragement. “Where
market is dominated by indi-

Policy: Statement, “all man-,
ner of steps must be taken to

-protect freedom in the econo-
mic sphere.” The -above’ motto

s, of course, taken from tha
manifesto of the.. Gem.-an
Social. . - Democratic. Party

* which. obediently toes the

Adenauer line.

After -lacing the boots of
Big Business and- the vested
interests, the Swatantra Po-

. Hey Statement has the teme-.

. ‘Commission;

. rity to speak on labour and,

‘indeed, .devotes a. sepe.rate
section to it. -
. The Statement is dis-
creetly silent - on the conz_
.. erete proposals for wa.ge-.
" increase - for industrial
- workers and . office emplo-
yees or- on the problems.
: posed by the  Second Pay
it completely
ignores that the real earn-
ings of the workers and em-
ployees © have remained
more or less static, while

. the productivity of labonr\for an independent tribunal

.- hag been systematically
- rising—a sure index - of

. intensified exploitation” All

- this simply .escapes. the
" notice of the Swatantra
path-finders.

As for unemployment, the

‘Swata.ntra Party - promises

" Statement goes On,

solution - “in agriculture and
Yight industries - in both of __

- "which vast scope for expan-
_-slon exists..

2" to quote the’
Statement’s own words. But
the line the Swatantra Party .
has prescribed for these two
sectors, as has ~already been

. explained,"can only be expect-

ed to :further shrink' the
present <hopelessly .- inade-
quate émployment opportuni-

- tles under the Congress re-

gime. If. the existing land re-
Iations continue, as the’
Swatantra Party so. vehe-
mently. desires, and industry ..
follows the party’s chartered

course, the army of the un--

employed s bound to swell as
never before.

- The .Swatantra State-

‘ment - - dishes out- another

- false promise when it says:

“Maximisation- of output

" would/ overcome - poverty™

and unemployment. simnl- >

taneously.” This is what the

", boss class has always been
telling - but what is. the.

actual experience’ Owing
to . the “policies of the Gov-
"ernment and the capitalist

class, the masses of peeple S

- have. become poorer-and’
unemployment has -enorm-.
. eusly grown despite = pro-
duction - spurts.. And . far’
from - seeking sto _correct
these policies, -the Swatan-
tra Party  demands their
further. stiffening along the
“Free Enterprise” line! .

. On 'l‘rade
: :Unions

“The Swatantra Party” the
“is not-

satisfied with the pregent

_ position of trade unions.”” It

ralses the bogy of ‘“out-
gldérs” being in the unions
and espouses what, in effect,
would amount to company
anions.

According to the Policy
Statement, all that is neces-
-sary. for. “consultatioh and

. eloser association between the

workers and the manage-
ment” is fust “the snirlt of
mutual trust and cooperation

and not any particular
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- ment employees.

ma.chlnery » 'I‘he whole thlng
must wait on . the pleasure
of the employer :

What all this would mean
.'In .the present order .of in-.-

dustrial relations where the
employers violate with im-
. punity even - the - agreed
codes of conduct and other
tripartite (1abour, employer
‘and Government) -
ments is_not. hard to
'The - Swatantra policy ' on
‘labour i3 thus viclously
an.ti-labour .

E‘r(eedom For
Bureanerncy

The Pollcy Statement talka
a great:deal about “clean and
‘good  government” which it
promises to ' bring. ,In - the
Jhame of-opposing undue poli-
*tical pressure on the admin-

istration which, of course,.no’

right-minded person can tole-
rate, what the Swatantra pro~-

-poses is, - however, - complete

freedom for the top bureau-
cracy.- Democratisation of.the

administration has. no place

at all in its scheme of things.

Speaking at a Press Con-
ference’ in ‘New . Delhl- on
March 4, K. M. Munshi decrl-
ed C. D. 4Deshmukhs demrand

to probe into the charges of

corruption -against Mlnlaters .

and high officials.
And 'its whole perverse out-

‘look and ‘approach would be

clearer still when. it blames
the common run of govern-

'

agree- :
see. .

. “The Con-

jwould clearly expose what
- they are really after,

‘The Btatement dcclarea'

Fundamental Rights n
form in- which- they .

tion ;as. it was O
adopted but later modiﬂed by
the tuling party to suit it.s.
totalltarian approach.” - .’
-.Speaking : in - Madras “on

‘June 4 last year, Rajajl gave
the slogan of “restoration of . :
the 1950 Constitution”. K. M.

Munshi “~who,  apart from
being spirituaily inspired, has
also - immensely  materially.

benefited by interpreting the"

Constitution in favour of the

_vested Interests in the courts
of law; speaks - In the same
-gtrain. “Return - to the 1950

Constitution” 13 his -slogan.

. What  does all this ciever-

manoeuvre mean?

‘Nobody would quarrel

" with-them if they demand-.

.ed " the -deletion of. ‘that
amendmeént to, the Consti-
tation  which = enabled : the
Government . to. pass the
Preventive - Detention ‘Act
“and detain’ citizens without
- ¢rial. No,’ that Is not their
worry. They want that such

modifications as the Third .

and = Fourth - Amendments
which - have’
landlords and ‘Big Business
and are in the interests of

the community be scrapped.

These ‘changes in the Cons-

titution, acocrding to them, ..~

in “an un-

have resulted
its

conscionable ‘use of

s

'were -
guaranteed by the Gonstltu- N
riginally

hit - the big

“In his Presldential Addreas

‘at 'the - parfy's - preparstory :

‘convention in Bombay, N. G:

- Ranga, bluntly proclaimed on
~ August'1, 1959: “The Swatan- - Raj

bitious ‘moneybags, \worn-out
“‘contack. - -

tra Party 1is placing itself in

the vanguard  of. growing re-

volt 'of the  masses &

these plans.” On the.question

of planning, the Bwatantra

férty has lndeed curpessed
elf. .

‘dited’ " politicians, . o
"reactionary. - dissidents--- -

stending in the natlon.
On the contrary, the Swatan-

tra  leadership - represents. @’ -
“motely ' crowd  ‘of forgotten

as and .. Maharajas, ams

bureaucrats, . and
men, frustrated -and discre-
‘renegades
and.

from the-Congress: and other .

" -of all-sorts. . - .
' No one bellevw, least of

On Bemoeratlo
Bigme

‘As'1s to- be expected, ‘the
Policy Statement - has. not &
‘word . for
rights and civil - ‘Jiberties of

the masses which -are under

constant attacks. On. the con-

trary, Swatantra leader A.. D. -

ghroff, who is also the Chafr-
man of the -'Forum of Freo

" Enterprise, has publicly.ridi-

culed ‘universal” adult -fran-
chise and- this, no other than
Prime’ ‘Minister - Nehru, - at
once sharply nailed down as
s -beginning of” fasclst ap-
prO ch" .

One need not take. lt a.e a
slgn of political genility when
Rajajl declared : that demo-"

cracy -and - - Soclalisme cannot -

exist gide by. side or-fixes the

- Communist . Party " as -enemy

No. 1, and  the- Congress a3

enemy No. 2. o B

: Declaratlons " such as
these give out the reaction-

: extreme Right. The Swa-

g'ress Government’s lndlscrl .. power
minate recruitment of a hords

of six million govemment

- servants has ' resulted,”. says

the Policy Statement,
debasing ‘the value- of the
official, -lowering his status
and. increasing - public ex-
penditure”
Apart from ifs obvions
absufdity, this 1s an open
_ incitement to the Govera-
‘menttogoaheadwithmase
-retrenchment which already
hangs like Damocles’. sword
over -the heads of .tens of
* thotsands of employees.
- The-education policy of the

-party offers nothing but curbs
-on- the rights of ‘the students.
The students should, says the -
Statement, “while engaged in-
abstaln from -
active participation ' in the -

college " life,
furtherance of any political

party.” ‘The urgent problems

of education such as expan-
slon of facilities especially In

‘the fleld of sclentific and
reduc-"

technical - education,
tion of tultton fees and im-
provement of pay and condi-
tions of service - of teachers,
the speedy implementation of
the constitutional guarantees
about primary education, do

‘not at all seem to worry the

Swatantra pollcy-makers.

®m Cnnsmmion
And Bale @f Law

The Ewatantra. pontlﬂe
bandy 8 jot of phrases about
ths Constitution and the Rule
“of Law but what. they state

in - thelr Poucy Statement

um'

- to destroy or_crlpplo
property rights....”
. They want that Parliament
ami State . Legislatures = be

divested of their .powers {o.

finally determine the quan-
tum of - compensatlon to be

‘pald to the landlord or"the
capitalist in’ the case of State.

vacquistion of land_or indus-

‘the .origihal Constitution but
had . to .. pe . incorporated
through some amendments.

- So, one can now also under-"
‘gtand what the Swata.ntra i
leaders really mean‘ when
they shed tears over the nar-:
‘rowed - State -autonomy. To

enlarge ° it—which" is . un-

questionably - very essential—- :

‘one must seek still more radi-
cal- amendments to the Cons-
titution 'and not go back to
1950, - -

Agninsl Plnnmimg

Commilsion

In the name of State auto-
nomy, what the Swatantra
Partyalmsatlstotake away
the powers which the. Centre
has assumed. for the purpose
of nationalisation and some
.measure of control and re-

. gulation over industry, trade
" and commerce. Thelr fig leaf
about State autonomy should,

deceive none.

In the same breath, the
Polley Statement, hiowever,
taiks of the suoremacy of
neoole and Parliament ¢o
. grge-=belleve 1§ cr not—-the
amenalae of the Flanning
Caomisston,

" tantra’s war is not merely

against the Communists or.

Left, it.is against very de-

mocracy itself. The Swatan- -

tra Party .-thus cssentlally
represents a foul challenga
"to all' the gains" of -demo-
cracy, to all' that is pro-
_ gressive and healthy in our
public life. .. .

‘Wooing 93
_'Conimrmalism

“Even.’ secuiarism of the
state {5 sought to be under-
-mined. Speaking at a publlc
meeting in Calcutta on March
16, Rajajt sald he “wanted a
state be.sed ‘on dharma and
did not: belleve in this go--
called . ‘ secularism” ' (Amrita’
Bazar ‘Patrika, March 17).
-1t will be noted here that

“trial concerns. It will be re- "
_ called these were not ‘there in

" the-former leader of the com- -

“munal -Hinda ~ Mshasabhs,.
N. C. Chatterjee, is iow in the -
Swatantra fold-as the Chalr-
man of - the party's West
Bengal unit. -

The - Punjab Swata.ntro,
chief, Jathedar Udham Singh
Nagoke, hailed the Akall.vic
tories in the recent Gurdwara
elections “as.the vindication -
-of _ the : Swatantra Partys
stand ege!nst. cooperative
farming and State trading in
foodgrains” He ‘further sald
that the Akalls might leave
the Congress ¢n massy to join
the Swatantra Party.

There are glso other indl.
eations of the Swatantra’s
wooln® nf earrmunal forces.

Barring Rajafl, they have -

"haraly any leader who hu

“the . democratic .

and anti-democratis -
and anti-people ideological -
postnreofthlspa.rtyofthe'

all perhaps’the. Swatantre
--Jeaders themselvee, that'a
-party led by - such people:

. and with a programme such'
' as their Policy . Statemen$.

is: the " stuff . that, - by’

. Congress and capture powee-
But their -capacity to-de=--

- grade -and vitiate the coun-

- try’s - political .‘and . publie
‘ not- nnder-rated. s
Whereln His
Hbanger RS

““In the first place, the 8wu-

. parties ‘and birds-of pessage .

“itself, can’ overthrow -the- . :

" life and do mischief muss- :

tantra Party, as ‘has already -

been seen, is enthusiastically
backed by the Press controlled
by the Hirlas, - Goenkas and.

others of. Big Business. - One- .
~has crily to look at the Hin- !

‘dustan Times (Delhi)-and the-

" Searclilight . (Patna) of . the

Birlas; the Indian JExpress-of

the Goenkas, the Times of

India of . Da.lmla-Jaln.
Indian Nation -(Patna) of. the-

‘Maharaja. of -Darbhanga, the

Hindn of Madras. Day in and
-day out these and their asso-
ciates in the Indian languages
and: gimilar other papers. beat

Party. .
Secondly, there are. many

: are in ‘sympathy with ' the
‘Swatantra Party and some-
= of them, in . fact, functiom:

This Haison-
- trated -when" R. Masan{
made his bid to drive - out
- Defence Minister V. K. Kri-

-shna Menon over the Thim- -

ayva affair ~ last year. It
looked

on: to
" man

perience at ‘times - over the
‘India-China ~border
There does exist a powerful
Swatantra lobby ° within the
.Congress and ° it is ‘just not
_ empty bragging on thelr part
when'N. G. Ranga and M. R.:
Masani go round.the country
saying that" they have. many
supporters among Congress-
‘men including MZP.S.  The
Swatantra’s close contacts

with * the most - reactionary

issus...

the .. -

y the drumg’of the- Swatantra -

-in the upper layers of ‘the- .
1.Congress, especially in the- -:
" Congress Parliamentary and,

. Legislature = Parties,. who -

“in Maison with - the latter.
.demons--

as - though .the
leadership of a number of
Congress M.P.s had.passed .
Swatantra \ spokes-

" ‘Similar has-been  'the ex-.

“elements in the officlal hier- .
archy must also be taken into -

account

1

New d‘ourage 'E'ce

Right im Congrese :

“Apart from Jal Prakash
Narain’s public. blessing of
the Swatantra Party, there
are “the bonds: of shared
Adeals”

hetween the Swatantra ang
PSP leaderships and the
entente - cordiale  between
M. R. Masani and the PSP
. Chalrmran, Asoka Mehta, is
too notortous a fact to need
- any mentlon here. .

Tho emergence. of tho

8walantra Party has given -
new conrare to Right ree -

action within the Congress
- & SBE PACING PAGB
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of anti-Communism -
and in certain other respects.

Allthe

- Labour. Conferences. .

HE Tripartite - Agreemenls
- of the' 15th Indian Labour”
o Conﬁerence in 1857 and the 16th -
Indian Labour: Conference — in

- 4ng Labour Committees and In-
- ~dustrigl Committees concerning
_ -wage policy and' wage. norms,
. «losures and Tationalisation, in-

‘slustrial *housing and -expansion
-of Employees’ State- -Insurance

“fridustrial: - administration . and
workers'- particlpation in ‘man-
f‘agement—all ‘this represents in-
" . tegrated:; components of an en-
’_tire labour policy’ during the
‘period of ‘planned economic ‘de-
vyelopment of our country
- Labour had accepted the code
: ef discipline "which virtually
Ymeant a voluntary curb on the
trade union right to strike -be-
' cause it was-promised a “need-
. i.based” wage, rationalisation
" ‘without” retrenchment “and a-
" propef share in the prosperity
of a rationalised *- undertaking,.
. recognition of ynions command-
 ing ‘the ‘majority -of workers,
- ~better: social security - and’. a
. _‘grievances machmery thhout.
e recourse to :lengthy litigation. .
. - Labour accepted “all ‘this -be-
_‘~ eeuse eeonomic growth ln an

swammra

Mamﬁesm
& FBOM FACING PAGE

‘Jouder -and press on  with
"fts  tricks and -manoeuvres.

" . platform: for . the extreme
“+ Right to. : intervene.in .our
.- political ‘life. - The --imme-

diate- objective of the Swa-

.. ereate_pressures within the
~~QCongress:- and. upon: the

- ... Government " so . that ~the
- - latter which .is continually
. yielding - ‘to  Big Business
“ -and other vested interests,
- ylelds - still - further. - The

- - .. Bwatantra Party wants to
5 distort and - retard pro-
gressive - trends in our-eco-

; reverse their course in a
" :yeactionary. direction,
Commenting as eatly

23

formation of the Swatantra
Party, . Ajoy Ghosh, General
Becretary of our Party, drew.

. the country’s pointed atten-
tion precisely to, this danger.
It is .now for -all demo-

- eratic-minded people, both

" gide to exercise ‘the utmost
‘wigilance. * The Policy State-
ment of the Swatantra Party
and all its misleading dema-
- gogy and crafty manoeuvres
must‘be thoroushly exposed
“and rebuffed. - The political
and tional defeat of

advanee, - -
MARCH 21, 1960.
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maauc_

N aﬂ'iliated trade uny

duct a protest campaign from April 3-t0 10,
denwnstrm‘wns against the e[forts

the Gavernment to avold, ignore and oia

decwions unaninwusly arrioed

1958 and of .the various Stand- .-

- facilities," recogmtion ‘of unions'
“and “institution of - grievances-
procédure, democratisation * "of .

-‘it has, of ‘course, provided
an - independent political ‘.

7 tantra Party Is evidently to

.- nomic and political life'and
-the - Nainital Indian Labour'

S - weretlearthattherewouldbe
June 11, last year, .on the .
-under which the employers and
Government agreed to a positive’

within the Congress and out- -

organisa v
the extreme Right which the -

terests
lhcm!eonhecomtrrade-

_the . various

underdeveloped cmmtry ‘TR-
atiired -the ‘least: possible .inter-.
ruption ln the productwn pro-
cesses.
But were the Gavemnwnt
-+ -and-the -employers: ‘guided by
* ‘the same motives? Evidently
not. Government. only wanted
uninterrupted production: The
.. employers wanted uninterrup-
- ted production -only-when. it

. guaranteed uninterrupted rize _-'

,in proﬁts-

Baekgrmmd QDE
Serikes

During the enure Fi.rst Plan
penod Government and. -the
employers ‘desperately struggled
for wage freeze and increasein
work-load.” And = the -.workers
were fighting .with '.increasing

tenacity for:a wage-rise- -and. -

against - brute work-load, ratio-
nalisation .and. -retrenchiment.
Industrial” disputes were grow-

“ing and the number of workers

involved and the:man-days lost
were “increasing. The -Severity
Rate (man-days lost as per cent
of :man-days : available . for
work) rosé from 0.310 In 1952
.to0597inl956 L
The great textile stfike in
VKanpur and Amritsar, Rani-
" ganj strike of . §0,000: coal-
. -miners, strikes in_Singareni
" collieries - and. -Hatti gold
amines, . tramway = workers’
.. strike. in Calcutta, jute wo'rk-
ers’ strikes against work-loads
in the 24-Parganas, Hooghly

) “‘and Garden Reach, Caleutta.
. itself . ta. ‘raisé its ‘volce i

textile strike for Puja bonus,
" -engineering workers’ strikes
in various parts of the coun-:
try, Hyderabad State'general-
strike for wage boards and so
" ‘on are some of the- glorious

" gtrike actions of ‘this period,

. -representative of the mood of
the- workers. :

It was this rismg graph that
frightened’ the capitalists - and

‘unnerved the Government. Such '
. was the background to-the 1957
“Tripartite Labour Conferences.

The’ growing actions ‘and the -
angry meod of the textile work--

.ers in Coimbatore, Bombay, In<

dore and Kanpur, the Hindustan-
Aiircraft strike in. -Bangalore
and above all, the historic steel
strike of Jamshedpur- p"owded
the immediate background for.

Conference in 1958,
Such were the compulsions

wage and industrial - " relations
policy and for a- policy of pro=
tecting the workers’ emoluments

and employment when faced -

with rationalisation. .

. Subsequent devclopments

{ndicate that while the work~

ers took all these decisions
" gerlously and sincerely, the
Government and employers
‘systematieally {gnored and
violated these unanimous con=
clusions. - The Government
clatmed that disputes and
strikes ehowed a decline, The.

uofthe AITUC will oon~ '
: laid

The 15th Tripartite (1957)
down' a - national - wage
‘policy, a. % ¢need-based’ . mini-
mum’ wi norm’ as a " guide-
for :all wage—ﬂxing -guthorities,”

‘including minimum ‘wage coms=
: :rmtkew wage boards, ad;udica-

tors; e

. 'To. translate “this ‘into_action,:
the Government was asked’ to
set up, central wage boards for -

.12 -sectors of employment, ex- -

cluding the cotton, textiles for .
“which one was - appointed in
-March 1957. But. what was the
result?

The Cent'ral Pay Commis-'

" slon has sought to blow up
the very norms laid down by
"~ the :Tripartite and -has bla-
- tantly reduced the food aend
: .cdlorific’ requirements of ‘the -
: “employee. And’the Labour
: Min(stry does ot even mourn
i the sad birial of its commit-
ments at the hands  of -the
Pay Commission and the Fin-
" anee Ministry!.

© Only two wage boards for the .

cement and  sugar:’’ * industries
were appointed since this-deci- :
sion ~ was tsken. ~ Decision -

has been taken ' to consti- -

“tute ‘wage boards for the jute
and plantation " industry. But
they are being delayed. The in-
tention was announced to con-~
gtitute wage boards for the che-
.miecal and iron and steel indus-
tries. But nothing is bemg done
to. put them up.

The engineering mdustry isin .

boom. The index of production
‘in ‘this industry has - shot up
from ' 151.9 in. 1954 (Base
1951:100) to 267.1.in June 1959.
‘But it presents a sad picture of
complete’  anarchy - in - wage
_norms.and job standards. A cen-
tral wage board is a: crying need
of the industry. Yet the Gov-
ern.ment seems unmoved.

Seiill. Werse
Hn States

“Whenthis was the atﬁtude of
the’ Centrnl Government, ‘the
State Governments would not
even’ circularise the . Tripartite
récommendation | concerning
wage fixation to the wage-fix-
ing . authonties gnd tribunals.
‘The minimim wage committees
‘have fixed very low wages, . for
example, in certain cases in An-
dhra Pradesh. There is a cone-
-gistent move to deny the need-
based wage and a systematic
effort to retreat from the posi-

tions taken in 1957,

. 'The '15th Tripartite recom-
‘mendations included those on
rationalisation. The conclusions

no retrenchment’ of existing
personnel, that
would be fixed- in agreement
with the unions and that the in-
creased Income from rationale
ised processes would be equita-
bly distributed among the
workers; the consumers and the
employers.

_That meant that along with
_profits for the capitalists,
avorkers . would get better
wages and consumers would
have to pay less. But no-
where has this deen adhered
to. Cotton textiles, woollen

_ textiles, jute textiles, emple
necring industry cre all clase
sle ezamp!ea of violation of

Tho 16th Tripartite conclos

work-loads .

@ BY. RAj BAHADUR GOUR, M.P. |
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gwe two months’ nouce for
and meanwhile, ‘steps
were to be :taken by the Gov-

érnment, the employers and the '

unions ‘to avoid ‘closures.
Nothing.of the sort was done.

Closures have taken place with- "

‘out- any' steps. being taken and
the-workers . were . forced to
suffer misery. - -

It was agreed that Employeee
State Insurance -should be ex-

panded ' to ~include" . workers® -

.families . .and .that . hospitals
would be . constructed, - - better
medicines :would be guaranteed
and. bureaucratic delays avoid-

@ e Sutt M Mazdoor Sa,i '
bha of Kanpur is not re-
cognised.’

: Anynu.mber ofmstanceeean‘ :

he cited. - .
“The code "of - disciplme is
sought to be enforced unilate~ -

,.rally only . against . the workers

ed. We know the result. Delay -

continues.  Familities - even

where they are’ covered, = get.

only mominal dut-patient aid.
Hospitals have not yet come up.

Things, if at all, are moving at.

a snail’s pace when the money

available with the. corporation .

is mounting. The workers are
contributing for medical aid but

- are’being denied proper aid.- - -

pedite .industrial housing. State

“Governments were dsked to-ac-. " -
quire land and provide it to em=

- Decisions were taken to ex-

ployees’ and workers' coopera=- i
tives. Rents of quarters were to i

be reduced and facilities were

to be provxded at these quar- '

ters. Nothing is done to imple-
ment all this,

And there was the code of
~ discipline based on the twin
=pnmples of reoognmon of

unions dand g'rievances pro-

‘cedure. But in practice, these”

" principles are.‘being denied

and workers -are asked to -

adhere to the “code of  dis-
cipline.” .

- -@ -The textile workers’ umons

. in Amritsar, aﬂihated to the
AITUC and enjoying an over=
whelming ma;onty of venﬁed

and is a dead letter even in the

" public sector 'where the Gov= "

ernment itself is the employer.’
The Bombay Government.re-

fuses to have even an Evalua«

tion and. Implémentation Com--

mittee.” The Madhya Pradesh -

Government wants -the Labour®
Advisory Board itself -to de
evaluation and’ implementationp
work. The Bihar Government
refuses a ballot in Jamshedpur, -
even though an earlier decision
of their Labour Advisory Board
provided for such a step. - = -°

~ The code of discipline eft= "
joins on the employers not to_ .
- {nterfere in trade unions. But

- ‘the engineering employers in -

Bombay will have only unions

of their choice and do every=

thing to disrupt unions of the:

. workers’ choice. Ministers do
-everythmg to boost up rival
unions against existing' * ma~
. 5onty and even  recognised

2 unions. Co . .
“ Workers’ participation_, ‘In

tanagement is a dead letter.

The Joint Management Council
in the Hindustan Machine-Tools
is denied functioning
efforts are made to bolster up
rival uniops:

- Such is the horrible pxcture of .
violations of - the . f{ripartite
agreements by the Government
and: the employers. It is against
this. that frade unions will cam-

paign. It is to restore the gaing - '

of the Tripartite: Conferences

‘t.hat t.he workers w111 agxtate.
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'DEVELOPMENT
OF EACH
. PERSONALITY

is one of the bas»c y-.

_"taiks of the Sovict State. One of the
“ways of achieving this Is to reduce the-.
hours devoted to production ‘and- to
feave .more time for ‘relaxation for
g family life, for
A So .Soviet . Seven Year Plan guaranteeing
. . the highest standard of living -
. envisages a transition to decreased
§ working hours this. year. How Soviet
people tpend thelr leisure hours! What
are their cultural . pursuits? what
are their literary gchievements?
for & comprehensive knowledge of
lifeIn c¢he Soviet Union e
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: otganised throughout West Ben-
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"~ YT UMAN conscience will
be shocked at the news
- of the barbarous police firings

near Cape Town, South
Africa, says @ . statement
issued by the Secretariat of

Communist- Party, in New
_ Delhi on March 23. = .. -

The statement adds: Even

sion, 66 persons have been
- Actual
been higher. -

~This terrible blood-bath is

the length to which the South
African’ Government can go
_in their racial fanaticism end
- racial, persecution. Here is
. yet another proof that their
“ pohcy of apartheid spells not

| AGAINST S. AFRICA
 Bloed-Bath Condemmed |

on March 21, 1960, on some
crowds of Africans in Langa .

. the National Council of the |

according to the official ver-"

killed and over 200 injured.’
figures must __have -

yet another demonstra.don of

only limitless violence and -
mass murder but also consti-
tutes a foul chailenge to hu~
man dignity. e
By crimes such as these, the
South African Goveriiment
has long put itself outside the
pale of civilised . Govern-
ments. They have violated
“ every elementary civilised
- code and are trying to drown
in the blood of the Africans
the very Human Rights under
the U.N. Charter. - .
Nothing short of the most
effective sanctions: of world
- public opinion as well as of
" the United Nations oan res-
train the South African Gov-
ernment. and - make them.
. adhere to the ways of civili-
sation. - : -
The Secretariat of the Na-

tional Council of the Com~-
munist Party of India urges

_crimes.

upon Prime Minister Nehru .¢
to -take all necessary initia-
tive in creating these  sanc-
tions ~ through appropriate:
mieans, both political -and
diplomatic. South Africa hap-
pens to be @ member of the.
Commonweglth - of ~ which.
India  too “dis @ member.
India’s special obligations to-
‘wards African people and in-
deed, all those who stand for
human rights, follow from
this position.” = . .

“ The Secretariat 'strongly
condemns this latest crime of
the South African ~Govern=
ment and appeals to all poli-
tical parties and other popu~ .
lar organisations and people
to tmmediately rgise their’
poice -of protest - against it
throughout the country. Let
India speak with one voice -
against racialism. and its-

'FROM O. P. MEHROTRA , o
Banking operations all over the country were paralysed
% polssd

©  on March 19. Angry
on that day to

THE@II'toi- observing ‘a

& token strike on. March :'18

‘was -given by the All-India
Bink. Employees’ ~Association
(AIBEA) to all"its constituent
units throughout India against.
the action of the Union Labour
MinisTy in going back on its

"+ commitments to the AIBEA to

gettle thie disputé in the banking
industry through ‘a .machinery
cther than a tribunalk” It was
also to support the demands of .
the State Bank of India em-
ployees who are on strike since
March 4. N ’

" Hundreds. of ~telegrams_sup-
porting the call of the AIBEA
‘and reporting the: action on it
poured into the office of the
employees’ association in Delhi.
Prabhat Kar, MP,, General
Secretary of the AIBEA, show-
ed these when New Age called
on him on March 20.

Successfml
Sirike . -
The reports of the s'rike,
-meetings and demonstrations

in different cities show . how v

angry the bankmen .are with

the action of the Labour
» Ministry, - o

in the Capital, bank  emplo-

yees peacefully demonstrated .

before the New Delhi branch of
the State Bank of India.” Busi~"
ness . in most. of the 136 banks
was affected. The strike was
peaceful. - - ‘
In the Reserve Bank of ‘India,
even the supervisory -staff ‘join-
ed the strike. Clearing of che-
ques between the banks had to
be suspended. - -
Reports’ from Calcutta: show
that the strike was successfully -

bankmen observed a
protest against .the Labour, Ministry’s .
surrender to the bank barons and

- with the striking employees of the State Bank of India. .
gal as a result of whlcﬁ business. .

-

BAN

~

y's to
express their solidarity

came to.a standstill’ on March
19, o e B

Earlier on March 14, about
7,000 employees of 29 banks in
Calcutta’ had held protest “de-
monstrations before their res-
pective offices. Next day, a huge
demonstration was taken out by
all the banks of the city. Later,
a protest meeting. was held.

In Bombay, Madras and many’
the strike was

other’ cities,’
accompanied by meetings and
demonstrations. )

- The leadership of the AIBEA
-was satisfied with the, response.
‘Prabhat Kar, M.P., General Se-

“cretary of the AIBEA,” in a

statement issued to the Press
.congratulated the workers ““for
the magnificient ' manifestation
of: their solidarity to their or-
ganisation.” - = -

The appoiniment of the -

tribunal for bank disputes has
chagrined the workers. Their
leadership is, however, seri:
ously
_steps. to face  “the situation
- created by the abject. surren~
der of the Government to the

‘bankers who refused to accept -

even the decision of the tri-
partite conference.
Prabhat Kar told me that the
attitude of the Government vis-
a-vis the  bank- disputes has
‘completely out of tune with its
proclaimed labour policy of en-
couraging ‘collective bargaining.

The anti-labour policy of the
bankers: has ultimately found

support- in - the ‘Government. It -

is time that the bank employees
in all the sectors—-Reserve Bank,
the State Bank and other com=

mercial -and exchange . banks - ;
__tention of .the Cabinet, who, if

unitedly, faced -the: situation. -

b 3

considering . furti.v.e'r .

. ‘Bank employees, Prabhat Kar.

pointed out, had been demand-
ing a negotiated settlemeént in
the. industry for.the = last one
year. But the bank managements

manded settlement of 'disputeg
through voluntary - arbitration
but the banks ‘- opposed it afl

the siand of the employees. .

.~ At a_ tripartite = conference,
‘held in August last, the Union
Labour Minister had expressed
himself in.favour of voluntary
arbitration. But.the bank man-

‘agements did not agree : to it. .

They insisted on. the " appoint-
ment of a tribunal. '

the Union Labour = Minister
had at one stage agreed to re=~
- fer the disputes in the bank=
ing industry to an Enquiry
~ Commission for = arbitration.
- But: the Finance Minister
- came in the way. This Minis-
try felt that the bank . dis-

- putes should be referred to &

tribundl under. the Industrial
Dispute Act.. Thus the bank-
" ers’ view has found - favour
* and the Government has gone

tling.the disputes ‘with a ma-

chinery - other than-a tribu-
Comall T N
Bankers®
Letters

Prabhat Kar-showed e some
copies .of letters written. by
bankers and one of. these sent

on’ August 18 from the-office of -

the Calcutta - Exchange -Banks
-Association. to the Chairman. of
the Bombay  Exchange: ‘Banks
candidly pointed out ‘that the
Labour Minister would have no.
other way but to appoint a Tri-
bunal.: ' N

. The letter .said; “We can en-

viasge the Labour Minister hav~

ing _t,h_esé-.cdm_'s'u open to him:
- @)’ bring the matter to the at-
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_Peace.

opposed it.The ~ AIBEA . de-.

along. The. Government knew'

" Prabhat Kar disclosed that.

‘back ‘on its promise for set-.

T

HE ' Indian Conference

T for Peace and -Disarma-~
ment -will be " held in- New :
Delhi from March - 27 to 29. 7%

The Conference has been con-
vened by the Committee of
Indian - Parliamentarians * for

' The, Committee in an appeal -

has said that “in the new period’
of ' relaxation. of international
tension great hopes rest on the
coming
ernments of the USA, - the So-

viet ‘Union, Great Britain and -
. Franee. -We . trust that initial

agreement will be reached. at
this meeting, taking - mankind
towards total and universal dis-
armament, wiith suitable mea-

-gures for inspection and control.
‘This is the desire of all peoples.”-

The Indlan Conference is M ]
. Britain; Members " of . the.Su-

being - convened . “to-declare
‘ ‘the -united -demand of all
- gections of the Indian people
for the success of the-Summit
. Conference - and for gemeral
and complete controlled Dis-
. armament, and to give whole-
.. hearted support to-the peace

policy. .of Prime - Minister-

. Nehru and of the Government
of Indiz:based on the pursult
of ' friendship .among . all

* nations, on non-glignment and
opposition  to military pacts
and - alliances and on .the

peaceful settlement: by nego-

tiations  of all {nterndtional

disputes and the outlawing of
* war and aggression.” . -

The ~ Conference -enjoys 'the
support of over 250 Members of
Parliament from all parts of the:

country, who are members of -

the Committee. .
Delegates ‘are ‘expected from
all States—Ilegislators and other

“leaders and workers represent-

W T

‘ Summit . meeting . -at "
Paris® of - the heads of the Gov- -

.the -Conference. '

- NEW. DELHL, MARCH 27 T0 29
ing dxﬂerentorganisaﬁons whlch

~support the -aims -of ‘the Con=
ference, - .o T oL

“In Dethi, a Rece ption Com-

" mittee ‘has been formed under

the chairmanship of Ch. Brahm
Perkash, M.P., 'and meetings to
support' the . Conference have -

beenCheld in different parts of - -

the city, with small preparatory

- committees set up .in-half.a’

dozen local districts of the Cap~

.

‘Forelgn guest observers have
been invited from all over the
world to participate in the Con~

" ference and inform. -the dele~
_gates regarding = ‘the ‘work" for .

peace and disarmament being
carried on- in their countriea.

“Among those who have already

informed the Committee of their
participation are: Mr.. D. N.-
Pritt, Mr. Horace Alexander,

 Mrs. Dorothy. . Woodman from

preme Soviet - of the USS.R..

Mirza Ibrahimov, Victor Blaz- -
henov and Pigam Azimov; Bi-
shop Laszlo Dozserl of Hungary;
Mr. Lucio. - Luzzatto,  M.P. of

Qequn and’ othen_:. .
- Eight Commissionis will work

 Ttaly; Dr. R. W. C..Thambiah of - -

on"the following subjects, each: -
" of which will be led by a team
of experts: - R

-1, On Ntl_i;!eéx; k Weapons and

Tests; 2. On Total Disarmament; = - -

3. On Disarmament and _Econo-
mic Development; . 4. Nationak
Independence;. 5. On Gandhian:

‘Approaches . to Peace; 6.0t .

Non-Alignment; 7.-On problems: "
of the Cold War; 8. On‘Peace .
and.- the Role  of ‘Artists and¢

A culfural programm me and"_a_n:f

international - cultural évening:

are arranged in connection with:

v
1 '

}gx:uc'qc-u«mccﬁi«cc{ciaicciccccqvcccc{k«kt&i&ik‘#&

“our information 1is  correct,

would recommend that constitu-

" tional methods be used to settle
-the dispute, . e
P

- b) calling a further -~ confer-
ence perhaps at the ‘instigation
of the Cabinet, - and perhaps
without inviting the .employees

" to persuade . us to depart from

the firm ‘stand we have taken, . .
c) appoint - a . congciliation

officer and inviting both ‘the:

parties,.... o

“As we ‘see it there are only
two ‘courses open to the -conci-
liation officer: : .- el
i) to recommend that there
are no grounds . for- dispute,
_which of course would not be

. possible,

i) to recommiend that the
matter be put before a national

-and the union- fears.” -

-tribunal, which is what we wish’

., “That. showed, Prabhat Kar
. :told -me, that the bankers had

;, previous  knowledge of how’
- the Cabinet would behave if .
. the issue was brought before
- it. Obviously when the Fin- R
. ance. Ministry. did not. agree .

to voluntary -arbitration, ‘the
desired decision was declared..

However, now it Is being sald, -
as the Prime Minister said at.

this monthly. Press: (:_onfprence',

-} Subdschiption Plan. to: MA-;

that he had never. heard of vo~
luntary arbitration in connec-
tion with the dispute - of the- -

State Bank. But it need not be- - .

pointed out that ‘the resolution:
‘asking for voluntary arbitration::

adopted by the bank employees” . - R

organisations had been forward-- -
ed to. the respective authorities:
and even to the Prime Minister..
..To say ‘that Vthé tribunal has:
been appointed "because of ‘the

strike in the Stats Bank. of
India-is also an argument with-

out “any. weight; for, had. the :

-Government decided: to appoint:

a wage board Or an . enquiry ‘-
- .commission - it- could have done-’
"o any time between the expiry-.

of ‘the Bank Award = Act " on
March 31, 1959, to..the .‘date

‘when strike began ie. March 4, "

1960,

" ' What is obvious. is. the ‘fact
* that - the . Government " has-sur~" ..
rendered to 'the -pressure ‘of . .
. bankers -and gone -back:on its. "

own' commitment, ‘The bankers: -

-aré,_ha'ppy --and the . bankmen-

" YOU NEED MORE MONEY.
slons in"'your: spare “time.. by.:
' ‘enrolling . subscribets .-for
" Boviet. perlodicals. Write: for

VWA YY .

" GAZINE "+ BUBSCRIPTION
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