A view of the Accountant General é;an_tral, Revenue . office
i ployee_s'eame out on strike on: July 14. .

in New

n New Delhi when. the.em-

" As we go to press héws comes of ,
general shrike in Calcutia. Even the heavily distorted newspaper reports

cate that the entire city responded™with one heart and will. The only other in-

formation received so -far shows that Bombay has
‘edly its solidarity with-the Central Government employees. There, too, normal
. life came to a halt for the day. ' : o -

REPORTS from -all over

" the ' country “ indicate
that the Government has
mobilised - all the wide-
ranging power of its coer-
cive apparatus to intimi-
‘date ' and brow-heat - the
. Central Government .em-
- ployees, In addition, a tre-
mendous barrage of misin-
formation' and misleading
propaganda. has been let
lIoase; . . .

0nei§ided_ S
News o
. Extraordinarily -

been made. All-India Radio
blares. forth utterly distorted
-and one-sided news. Benior
“officials have gone out of their
way to grant “interviews.”
Everywhere veteran journa-
‘lists remark that the method
and the content of the news
brings back memories of the
official British - briefin of
the 1942 days, :

The entire Congress has
been mobilised . for . “volun-
tary” strike.breaking activ-
ities in all places. Apart from-

| intimidation,

elahorate
briefing - arrangements have.

comic opera stunts of postal

deliveries in motor cars by

pampered and pomaded ladies,
- there’ was pressure worked up -

which can only be called
In spite of all these unpre-
cedented steps and the doc-

. tored news in all the papers,

the Times of India of July 14
editorially had to admit that
of the Government employees
“fifty per cent have stayed
-away from work.” And the

Statesman of July 13 (New

Delhi) came-out with a head-
line on its front page “Strike
Tempo Increases.” Of course,
this did not prevent these

very . same papers on those.

‘very dates from doling out
the official handouts across
all the other pages. Still truth
broke through, albeit because
of inconsistency. N
Only a partial picture of the
strike position can be pre--
sented. o .

Civil Aviation
=Complete

‘Nobody déres to dén& the
. fact that in every single air-
- port the Civil Aviation em-

ployees. have come out
solidly. The . planes have all

the smashing sﬁécess of the

July 14

also expressed wholeheart-
to bé run with military
. help.

In 3 statement issued on

"July 12, just prior to arrest,

P. 8 R. Anjaneyulu, Secre-
fary-General, National Fede-
ration of P. & T. Employees
said: “The reports received so
far about the first day of the
General Strike on July 12,
1960, indicate that the major-
ity of the P. & T. staff in im-
Dortant ‘centres- have partici-
pated in. the strike whole-
heartedly and made it a
complete success. ’

“In Bombay the work in the
Posts, Telegraph, Telephones
and RMS. has come to a
-standstill. due to the entire
staff having gone on strike.
Similarly, in Calcutta, Nagpur,
Bangalore. . and other places,
the P. & T. employees came
out of the offices  in large
numbers and struck work. .

“In Delhi, the strike’ has
been a complete - success in
Telephone Revenue Offices as

‘not even-a single employee
turned up for work. In the
RMS, while the New Delhi
RMS. ‘was closed by the
‘authorities themselves; nearly
90 per cent of the staff work-

S _-S}EECENTRE PAGES

- “Any. person who instigates, or. incites
. other persons to take part in, or otherwise acts. -
-in furtherance of, a strike which is illegal under -
this Ordinance shall be punishable with im-
prisonment for a term which may extend to
- one year, or with fine which may extend to
one thousand. rupees or both.” ~ = @ - . -

' ~Clause 5 of the Essential Services -
i : Maéntenapc_e Ordingpce, 1960. . .

. This is where our comments on the Cen- )
tral Government employees’ strike would have
appeared. We leave it blank in protest.

front of the AGCR's office:
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" ing i the Delhi RMS. ab-

" Eastern and- Western Rail-

sented themselves

As for the:civilians work-
4ng in the Defence estab-
ments and “factories, com-
plete - suceess is repo_rted
from such key centres as
Kirkee, Jubbalpore,. Bombay,
Ichapore, Panagarh, Jam-
nagar and five of the more -
important ° workshops  In
Delhi. At the time of writ-
jng, news comes of walk-
outs in Kanpur, where the
authorities- -had stooped to

" the level of getting forged
withdrawal statements is-
sued. - _

©On the railways, apart
from the. stoppages in the

ways, a remarkable feature
has -been the large-scale
actions in the railway work.
shops in Bombay, Bikaner,
Chittaranjan, Bhavnagar,
" Baroda, Lalguda (Hydera-

" had), Perambur, Jamalpur,

Lucknow, Jagadhri (l’:un-
~jab), Mysore and Villu-
puram - (Madras).

Even the tucked away re-

“ports in the daily Press indi-

cate that the clerical em-
ployees in the Income-Tax,
Accountant General’s Office,
etc., -have ' come out in large
numbers.

. Caleutia
°" Calcutta ‘actually began
. striding into action from,
S Fuly-7.

wJuly T presentéd an unfor-

geitable. sight as over 50,000
* Central
+yees. including hundreds of

Government  emplo-

women, 'paraded the streets, .
undeterred by the. threa_ts
‘held. out by the Centre, " In

" preparation for the proposed

General Strike. It was raining

neavily, but not a single em- -’

ployee left the ranks of the
disciplined demonstrators.

The one slogan. that echoed

and re-echoed -through the
splatter of the rain and the
nissing of the gusty wind was:

%“Qur demand must be con-

ceded; otherwise the &strike

" will take place.”

"

The main captions of the
jpmumerable posters carried
by the demonstrators. symbol-
jsed the unity and solidarity

. of different categories -of the
. employees. These were:.

‘.. The dash and the dot won’t

“From . the midnight of
July 11 —
The wheels on the railways
won’t move; R
. The drone of the planes
won’t be heard;

be flashed across the

wires; T o
The telephone won’t buzz.”
Thousands of people, lite-

" rally drenched to their hones,

lined the streets to greet the
massive demonstrations, which -

poured in from all directions

“in seemingly endless streams,

on their way to the Maidan,

' where a huge rally was held

in observance of the “De-
mands Day.” The call for it

had been given by thé All-
“India - Joint Council of Ac-

tion. - : : .
.. Deven ‘Sen, MLA," Chairman

" ‘of the Local Joint Council of
Action, presided over the rally -

 apd Nath Pai, M.P., Chairman

E of - the Confederation of Cen-

tral Government Employees,
was the principal speaker.

The Maidan looked like’

a vast sea of umbrellas, The

ground was covered . with

slush' and mud, and the

dowrpour. continued inces- .

santly. Yet, the vast gather-

" jng remained standing for -

well over two hours, listen-
ing to the speeches.

During - the past week, in-

.United Citizens’

tensive preparations for, the
proposed strike were made by
all sections of the Central
Government employees
throughout - West @ Bengal.
Hundreds of meetings and
demonstrations were held,
volunteers were enrolled and
collections made for the strike
fund. - . :

Thé- public support for the
strike - had . been steadily

-growing . in the teeth of the

barrage of misleading propa-
ganda launched against the
employees by the Government
and its apologists. [
The BPTUC, HMS and
UTUC, scores of trade unions,
the State Kisan Sabha, BPSF,
the State ' Committee of the

National Federation of Indian

Women, Provincial Bank Em-
playees’ Association, All-India
Insurance Employees’ AssO-
ciation, Calcutta, and .21
Committee
Counecillors of the Calcutta
Corporation extended their
full support to the strike.
The Central Coordinating
Committee of the West Bengal
Government Employees’ Asso-
ciations and Unions in a letter
urged upon .the Chief- Minis-
ter, Dr. B. C. Roy, to see that
no attempt was made by the

‘neasures.

The Marxist Forwarci : l§loc,

- RCPI, Workers’ Party and the

Bolshevik Party issued state
ments supporting the strike.

A 15,000-strong rally of
workers and - employees was
held in Calcutta on July 8 to

express 'soliderity with the

strike by the Central Govern-

. ment employees.

The rally was sponsored by
the Dalhousie Square Coordi-
nation Committee and was

" supported by the BPTUC,

UTUC and HMS. Prabhat Kar,
M.P., presided. It condemned
the Ordinance and the ban-
ning of the strike and de-
manded = immediate with~
drawal of the repressive

. Several thousé.nd workers

_and’ employees came in pro-

cessions,” raising slogans. sup-
porting the strike:and con-
demning the Ordinance.

A meeting of prominent
citizens was held at about the
same time at a different
place. - A “Public
Committee to mobilise broad-

based public sympathy for-

the 'strike was formed with

: Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, MLC,

State Government to deploy .

its employees in ~Central
Government offices in case
_the proposed strike takes
place.

" 'A big mass meeting of the
State - Government emplo-
- yees, held on July 9:sup-
ported the demands of the
Central * Government ém-
ployees and fully endorsed
- the
Central -Coordinating Com-
mittee of the West Bengal
Government Employees’ As-
. sociations and Unions.

‘

s

letter written by the

and Prof. Nirmal Bhattachar-
ya, MLC, as President and
Secretary respectively of the
Comumittee. " ’ .

Zero Hour

The results of these in-
tensive preparations were
- visible  as” zero ‘hour struck
on July 12. The wheels of
the Central Government’s
“machinery in large parts of

West. Bengal' .came to a
grinding ~ halt. - All the
- 'P. & T. employees, tele-

phene operators, civil avia-
tion +workers and others
ceased work. )

Relations -

For some hours, trains:ran,

-though with almost complete-
‘ly .empty coaches. But soon

enough they, too, very largely
came to a halt, especially in
the Sealdah and Howrah

- Junctions. A short while later,
Asansole and

the Burdwan, !
Naijhati sections were affect-
ed. Suburban ftrains: hardly

‘functioned. The great Chitta-

ranjan .works ‘' came to a
complete stop.. .

In the morning it was clear
that office employees in all
the sectors of the Central
Government apparatus were
not laggirig behind. The usu-
ally. overcrowded establish-
ments presented a ghostly
and silent picture. In Ichapore
and Cossipore the call of the
strike reached out with good
impact. - ) :

A remarkable feature of the
strike situation in West Ben-
gal has been its sustained
character and its continuous
spread. Reports indicate that
the .long-distance trains have
now been severely = affected
and the whole system is com-
ing to a state of paralysis.

An indication of the

. ‘severityl and completeness -

of the strike can be had
from the fact that the
Calcutta daily papers do
. not reach any  other ‘part
of India, trunk telephone
contact cannot be made
and even the teleprint line
is - functioning far {rom
normally. . The unfortunate.
part of this situation is that
detailed news is just net
available. .. ./ :

Bombay
_In Maharashira and Guja-
rat, the strike has gone for-
ward with a

tremendous

swing. . From ' Bombay, the
Free Press Journal itself re.

ports that over 90 per cent -

of the 90,000 Central Govern-
ment employees began the
strike as scheduled and have
continued to stay away from
work. The Joint Council of
Action has every right to
claim that the strike was a
“thumping success” just as
the Congress circles could not
but express-to the Press their
“grave concern.” .

_ The huge Victoria Terminus
and Bombay .Central sta-
tions witnessed thé spec-

“tacle of hardly any ticket

collectors, any station staff
and workers, The Parel -and
Matunga railway workshops
observed complete strike. Civil
Aviation employees. at Santa
Cruz walked off to a man,
while only some. 20 out of 600
of the Overseas Communica-
tion Service reported for duty.

Over - 95 per-cent of the
GPO, CTO and telephone staff
abstained from reporting for
work. Similar was the situa-
tion with the clerical staff of
the Naval Dockyard as well as
of the Income-Tax, Audit Ac-
counts, Customs, Mint, De-

fence establishments, Canteen

Stores, ete. .

The suburban train services
which are the pride of Bom.-
bay run sporadically and with
very frequent stoppages. Their
number has been reduced by
over 100° and on the evening

“of July 12 they came to a

complete - halt for several
hours.'The Central Railways
at Kalyan and Kurla respon-
ded completely to  the °strike
call while
stoppage ‘was observed on all
stations between, Bombay
and Kalyan. - L ’
‘What the ‘FREE PRESS

JOURNAL described as-a
«tense situation” - continues
to the time of writing, with
" the authorities quite unable
to bring about any “im-
provement” in the -situa-
tion.. On the contrary, the

militant mood of the people -

of the urbs prima of Irdia
-was manifested in the huge
turn-out “on ' the Kamgar
Maidan  on- July.. 13. . The
meeting was illegal and yet
close on 10,000 persons
“gathered and showed their
anger . when the police
. swaoped- on S. S. Mirajkar
who had come to address

the meeting. Similar excite- -

ment "and mass demons-
tration . attended the arrest
- of George Fernandez. -~

In Maharashtra, Sholapur
and ‘G Aurangabad’ also had
successful strikes.

Nagpur

In Nagpur, on July 11, a

* nearly - two-mile-long proces-

sion of the Central Govern-
ment . employees joined by
other ' sections ' of  .workers

numbering about - 15,000 col--

lected at the stroke of five in
the evening before the-AIR
station and marched in a dis-
ciplined procession through
the main -thoroughfares of
the city and ended in a

‘meeting at the. Chitnis Park.

The - meeting was convened
under  the joint auspice§ of
the - local Joint Council of
Action and the United Trade
Union - Council, representing
45 .trade unions ‘affiliated- to

almost . complete. ithe--AITUC, HMS, UTUC and
‘independent Federations like

the Bank employees and Life
Insurance Corporation
ployees. Besides unions  many

1

eme- -

ed the meeting.

Local . - State transport
authorities tried to . depute
State buses for - transport
purposes but the employees

led by the drivers and  con-
ductors refused to under-
take any job that - would
tantamount to acting -as
“blacklegs. - :
ployees and .other Central
Government staff in the city
has been very successful.

Gujarat ,

- Mahal District . of Gujarat

lest seven lives when the
police tried. in  vain to
break the strike by a-

bloodbath. But over 90 per

cent of the railway work-"

ers firmly stood by their
decision to continue’ the
strike. Ahmedabad’s = rail-
. ways, telegraph and tele.
. phone offices went com-
pletely “dead” on the
stroke - .of the

_midnight
hour. of June 11. T

In Baroda, some 10,000 em-
ployees struck work and com.
plete success is reported- from
the railway locoshed, car-
riage - shed and divisional
workshop.  Five
trains, ‘including the Janata
‘Express, could not proceed
from Baroda. .

A closely parallel “situation
developed at Rajkot, . Bhav-
nagar. and at ‘the = Military
Engineering Centre at. Jam-

nagar, = Passenger . trains
could not .run . between
Surendranagar and Bhav-

- nagar, while Surat witnessed -

postal . strike.
the

.a. complete
Nothing functioned at

THE strike of the Central
Government . employees
which began at midnight on
July 11 has been one of the

biggest actions this
has seen. The
had brought out its
repressive armoury to crush
the strike. That this repression
“has not gained its ends does

" not in any way detract from

the severity of. Government’s
measures. . R .

‘The Prime Minister’s broad-
cast came on July 7, and was
--followed the next day by the
promulgation of the Essential
Services Maintenance Ordinance
by the President, banning the
“strike and holding out stringent

penalties.
The Army was asked -to
stand by ;and a notification

under the Armed Forces (Em-
ergency Duties) Act, 1947, was
issued on July 9. ) :
Five senior
. Government
rank of Secretaries to the Min-
istries, armed with full powers,

were sent to various regions of -

the country to deal on the spot
with any situation. .
Armed police guards  were
posted at all' Central Govern-
‘ment establishments and -at
other strategic places. .’ :
In Caleutta, over 30,00
- policemen, members of the
Railway Protection Force and
the National Volunteer Force

had moved out on the morn-'
ing of July 11. \Aqd in Delhi

:

country:
Government -
entire’

officials of the -
of India of ‘the.

alone, the administration post-
_ ed on July 10 mnearly 4,000
steel-helmeted - policemen,

2,000 special police officers .

and 1,006 members - of the
‘Territorial Army, while the
newspapess -
pension on Arrest”, “Dismis-
sal on Conviction” and the
like, ) . :
With the morning of July 12,
reports of large-scale arrests,
lathi-charges and police firings
started pouring in.
. In Bombay, on the evening of
July 11, 40,000 people had as-
sembled in the Shivaji Park in
defiance of the police bah and
the 3,000 .steel-helmeted police-
men cordoning off the Maidan
since noon. S. M. Joshi, MLA,
and Nath Pai, M.P., members of
the Joint Council of -‘Action

were arrested as they went on-
the dais to address the meeting. -

A number. of other persons
were arrested on the spot, in-
cluding six.. women,
whom were- Ahilya Rangnekar,
Vimal Ranhadive ' and -Maina
Gavankar. .

cluding nine members of the
Joint Council of Action were
arrested by. the Bombay police
before zero hour had struck.
Among them were ' Maniben
Kara, President of the Western
Railway Mazdoor Union, -Sa-
muel Augustine and B. W.
Vaidya, President and Secretary
of the Joint ‘Council of Action,

. Bombay; Jagadish Ajmera, Se-:

cretary of the Western Railway

splashed—*Sus-

among -

About 60 trade unionists, in- -

Employees’ Union; K. N. Jogle- -

kar, President of the Maharash-
tra Trade Union Congress, E. X.
Joseph, Secretary-General of

the ‘All-India Audit and -Ac-

counts Staff Association.
_Similar large-scale arrests
were reported from Calcutta as
well. .
In Delhi, polic raided the
houses of strike leaders, arrest-
ing 27 of them including Om
Prakash Gupta, General Secre-
tary, All-India Telegraph Engi~

" neering Employees’ Union, and

Gopal Singh - Joshi, Assistant
General Secretary, All-India
Postal Employees’ Union. The

Presi,denﬁ, Secretary and another |
office~bearer of the Central Gov-.

ernment Clerks’ - Union
suspended. _
The sweep of arrests over

were

the entire country was not .

confined only to trade union-
ists and Government emplo-
yees. For. instance, reporting

Jubbalpore “as a precaution-
- ary measure”, the Hindu of

July 12 went on to admit that

“none qf the arrested persons

is a Government employee.”

‘Within. 24 hours of the strike,
according to Press reports, over
two thousand persons ‘were al<
ready behind the bars.

In Dohad in Panch Mahal
district of Gujarat the police

resorted -to firing on the - first -
day of the strike itself. Seven -
persons were killed and 13 in-"
“jured. Do

On that. day in Cuiaréf, 45‘

1

‘lathi-charges in Bombay

the arrest of 122 persons in -

Railway Mazdoor

persons were arrested. At the

Lal Darwaza Garden .in Ahme-
dabad, police cane-charged a
meeting and arrested the speak-
er, Karsondas U. a?armar, M.P.

Lathi and cane-tharges were
resorted to in Calcutta and in
Bombay at the -Elphinstone
Road Station, Matunga  and
Parel .workshops. - In' Asansole

in West Bengal, police clashed ™
-with workers in the

locoshed.
Arrests there alone totalled 115.

In Bombay, Peter = Alvares,
railwaymen’s leader, was arrest-
ed at his vesidence in the night
of July 12. Deven Sen, Chair-
man of the West Bengal Joint
Council of Action: was taken
into custody in Calcutta.

With the strike’ striding into
its second day, reports of police
repression also increased.

Firing . in Burdwan, four
3 .and
several hundred more arrests
were reported on July 13.

S. S. Mirajkar, President of

“the AITUC, P. .S. R. Anjane-

yulu, a member of the Joint
Council of Action Standing
Committee, Jatin Chakravarty,
MLA, West. Bengal, George
Fernandez, Chairman
; Sangharsha
Samiti and office-bearers of the
Port and Dock Workers’ Union
of Bombay, were among those
arrested on the second day.
8. S. Mirajkar was arrested
while addressing a workers’
meeting at Kamgar . Maidan
in defiance of .the ban. The
‘police resorted to repeated

‘had crossed the 500 mark

of the.

. ing were all reported to have
) .. 8. G. Patkar in Bombay
S. M. Banerjee, M.P., in Kan-

oy

lathi-charges on the protest- )

ing workers, while the AITUC
_ President was Dbeing led

away.” Over 25 persons were

arrested on the spot.

The "Free Press Journal gave
a vivid picture of police viol-
ence at the time of the arrest
of George Fernandes at Dadar
station. :

"The report said: “Shri Fer- -

nandes, who lay prostrate across
the railway. line, " was~ slung
across platform No.' 2 and seve-
rely Beaten by, -half-a-dozen
constables and officers of the

. Special Reserve Police, . while

hundreds. -of. onlookers shouted
angrily to restrain the steel-
helmeted police. Shri Fernan-
des was seen bleeding . from
head injuries and his arm. was
reported to have been broken.”
A partial picture of police
repression after two days of the
strike, as. emerging from Press
reports, was that arrest figures
in
Calcutta and 150 in Bombay..
- In Rajasthan, over 1,006 Cen~
tral =~ Government _employees’
were under arrest. Of . these

200, mostly P. & T. staff, were,

arrested in Jaipur, 100 in Mount
Abu and 151 in Ajmer. In

- Bikaner, 232 railway employees

and ‘'one Communist worker,
who hdd assembled in a meet-

been arrested.
In -Jabbalpore, the total
number of arrests had reach-
ed 315. Out of these. 17 were

3

“holding back their men from

going to work.” :

_In Nagpur, total arrests were
348. - T -

In - Hyderabad,

22  strike

leaders have been arrested so -

far including N. Satyanarayana
-Reddy, General = Secretary of
the Joint Council of Action in
Andhra Pradesh.® The total
arrests figure so far is 78.

.In U.P,, more than 750 peo-

ples had been arrested, Luck- -
now alone accounting for - 400.’

In ‘Delhi the figure is 51, in
Orissa 44. -

In Patna; about™ 150 P. & T.
and Railway Employees have
been arrested, while reports
from Punjab are that 200 are
under arrest (after hundrells
have already been released).

From Kerala, the total num-~
ber of arrests reported is about
1,000 which includes the arvest
of 233 Central Government em-

ployees in.Trichur. At Ernaku--

lam, all the 23 memibers of the

P. & T..employees’ Action Coun-

cil were arrested while they

were meeting. : .

As we go to press, - reports
have come -of the arrests of
Communist and trade union

leaders M. R. ~Venkataraman,

M. Kalyanasundaram, A. S. K.
Iyengar and others in Madras,
and

. pur.

‘women, who were arrested for July 14, 1960 -

sections of -the people atterd--

The strike of P & T em-

Dohad in - the = Panch’

passenger:

_operate,

" call. Only slightly less” was
the response in Ludhiana. As

CTO in Rajkot. .The - mar-
shalling yards at Sabarmati
were completely idle. :

Everybody . acknowledges
that, together . with West
Bengal' 'and - Maharashtra,
Gujarat-is one. of the areas
of what the Statesman desg

99!

cribed as “mounting tempo’’
__Reports from Madhya Pra-
desh make it evident that
Post and -Telegraph emplo~
yees have been in the fore-
front of the impressive turn-
out. In Raipur, Bilaspur, Rai-
garh and Durg, to - mention
a few towns, the turn-out of

. strikers Has.varied from bet-

ween 80 to 90 per cent..
Apart fronr the stoppage in
the Civil Defence establiSh-
ments, 80 to 90 per cent of
the employees at the railway
workshops - at Jubhulpore

have not reported for duty
since July 12, .
BRajasthan
In Rajasthan, the pace-"’
setters in the strike = have

been the P. & T. employees,
more particularly the R.M.S.-
workers. Jaipur, Bikaner and
Ajmer have been witness .to
really heroic scenes in the
face of the severest repres-

.sion the State has ever known.

But, it is not only the Postal
and Telegraph staff who have
been affected. The Bikaner
Railway workshops could not
} since€ only ten per
cent of the workers turned
up for duty. The important
station of Abu Road- also saw
close to complete stoppage of

work. .

| Uttar E‘radesh

' The ‘striké has been gradu-

ally spreading in Uttar Pra.
desh. Pride of place has to be
equally shared -with the
Charbagh junction and work-
shop in" Lucknow ~ and the

" Post and ‘Telegraph emplo-

yees, more particularly in the
districts of Lucknow, Allaha-
bad, Banaras, Ballia and

- Gorakhpur. Even the official
- circles

admitted on July 13
that the strike situation in
these four districts were
“causing .concern.” '

In Kanpur the postmen
walked” out - on July 13 in
- protest against the firing at
Dohad. The . Accountant-
General’s "office at Allzha-
bad has been at a complete
standstill -for three days
‘now. An important new de-
velopment is the report of
partial stoppages and dis-
location -of work. at the
- railway junction of Moghul-
sarai. .

K Biﬁar

In Bihar, the stoppage has.
been complete at the GPO,
telephone | exchange and
among the subordinate staff
of Patna aerodrome. The pos-
tal . employees. showed an

‘over 80 per cent response at

Jhajha and Gaya. The East-
ern Railway centre at Dhan-
bad was partially paralysed.
No up-trains could steam in-
to Jamalpur, where the loco-
shed. workers also came out
cent per cent. - '

In the Punjaﬁ news so far

-received shows .that 80 per

cent of the employees in the
Accountant-General’s  office
at Simla heeded the strike

mentioned earlier, the strike

. issued the

" workshop. Equally

/| €.P.1. STATEMENTS
TEST AGAINST
ORDINANCE

* PROTEST

THE Secretariat of  -the
= National Council of the
Communist Party of India
issued the following statement
in New Delhi on July 8, 1960:

The Central Secretariat of
the Communist Party of India
condemns the Ordinance issu-
ed today. It is an attack on
the freedom of . organisation
and .collective bargaining, on’
the precious rights which the

‘working = people have won
through their struggles: .
The Ordinance and - the

subsequent Order issued .by
the Union Home Ministry not -
only declares the strike of the
Central Government emplo-
yees illegal, not only.imposes
heayy fines and imprison-:.
ment on- persons who give,
assistance to the said strike’
but also confers on any “Po-.
lice Officer” authority to

. “arrest without warrant any

person who is reasonably-sus-

Repression Condemned -

HE - Secretariat of the
National Council of the
Communist Party of India
following state-
ment in New Delhi on July
13, 1960:. - : ’
The Secretariat of the Na-
tional Council of the. Com-

munist Party, of India
is shocked at the firing on
the = striking. workers at

Dohad on the Western Rail-
way. This is the-  inevitable
result of the policy pursued
by the Government of India.

A trade union issue  pure .
and simple has been sought -
to be painted by the Prime
Minister as an attempt .to
challenge the civil ~ author-
ity, in order to justify the
heavy repression that it has
resorted to.

That the Governmeént
should come out with 'an or-
fdinance within a few hours
of the Prime  Minister’s
broadcast - clearly showed
that the Government was re-
lying mainly on its coercive

. apparatus. Within the course

-pected of having commritted

"to adopt the method of nego-

the strike . started-
© 2,000 leadeis and = workers
have  been arrested; - intimi-

-correct news of the

any offence under this Ordi-
nance.” '

_That the Government has
to go.to the extent of giving
.such arbitrary powers to any
and every Police Officer in the

country in order to face thel- -

strike of the Government em-
ployees lpakes a mockery of
the claim made by the Gov-
ernment that it is determined

tiations - and -settlemént - of
Qis_putes with "its _employeesl

The . Communist Party is
confident that all the demo-
cratic-minded sections of the
people *will raise their voice
of protest against this repres-
sive . policy and put pressure
on the Government to aban-,

don this method and to adoptQ . .:

the method of negotiation and
settlement. in its
with' the employees.

of twentyfour hours ~since

dation and threats on . the
widest scale have been re-
sorted to; and, the  propa-
¢anda machine o6f the Gov-

ernment—the. Radio and theg- -
. press—has been utilised’

to
distort the demands of the
employees and to supress the
strike
with a view to demoralise the
emplayees. ) o
‘The Governmenf ' will be
committing the biggest mis-
take if it thinks it can
a victory. this way. The per-

manent sense of  discontent §-

that these —measures will
leave on the employees is a

thing that . no Government$

can_contemplate with = equa-
nimity. . e
.. 'The Secretariat appeals to
the Government to give up
these measures, release - the
arrested persons and . enter
into straightforward .and . di-
rect negotiation . with. the
Joint Council of Action.

in the Jagadhri :railxvas}
workshop, one of the biggest
in Northern India, continues.

{ In the South, the reports
received ‘have been : scanty -
indeed. But a very high point
has been achieved by the
stoppage at the Perambur
striking
was the success at the Lal-
guda loco workshop . in Hy- "~
derabad. ' In the‘capital ‘of
Andhra, the clerical staff in
the Railway Divisional Office
stayed away, while the railway
audit office was completely
closed. o
A similar situation prevail-
ed at. the Villupuram Iloco
shed in Madras. On July 12
the train from: Tiruvellore to .

. Madras was stopped.- As a

result there was a complete
detention of all mail and
express trains for quite some
time. : . .

In Madras, over 50 per cent
of the last shift on July 11 .of
the Post, Telegraphs - and .
RM.S. . staff abstained from |
duty. Partial but effective
stoppages among the R.M.S.

was reported from Madurai
- and. Coimbatore.. . :

In Mysore, ‘barring ‘a few"

0

élerks, nbne_ of the.’ sta‘ﬁ’ R
.turned -up. for work at the -

railway workshops. -

3

In the Capital -of the

Republic, the initial success
of the authorities has not
prevented the Income-Tax
and - Accountant-General’s
office ffom taking to the
path of strike action in the
afternoon of July 14. The

employees in a meeting re-"

jected their previous lead-
ers: who had failed .to give

a lead- and resolved to join

‘their brothers: and sisters
all over our wide land. On

.. the spot Rs. 1,400 was col- . ‘

lected as Strike Fund.
Even a partial "and neces-

sarily cramped survey -as the

_above reveals that all the
“show of force and ‘repression
-—to say nothing of the tre-
mendous ideological offensive
—has not prevented the strike
assumping sweep, scope and

force. The Government needs =

-to read

the .writing on the
wall. -+ - :

relations

< overs
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“The Prixﬁe Minis\tér commands moré popular
. confidence than anybody else in his Government.
Indian public opinion thinks that he can_ feel the

pulse of the nation and find
table way out, in any crisis.
. to him to produce a just and
22.lakh Central Government em-

the demands of

a reasonable and accep-
This time too it looked
peaceful solution to

ployees and avert their general strike.

The Prime

ever, shattered popular hopes.
ning - the strike appeared next
of the 11th became inevitable.

Minister’s broadcast of 8th, ilow-

The Ordinance ban--
day and the strike
The Prime Minister

.banged the door on negotiations, called for ‘hands

up’, and much worse..

Pandit Nehru is a master of words but this

time as 1 heard.his broadcast, I found them empty

_and hollow, threatening and untruthful.
using them to achieve a purpose that the Indian

T HE Prime Minister, melo-

M dramatically, began by

. referring to his latest trip to
Tadakh .and played. " up the
“vigilance, efficiency, determi-
nation and calmr courage” of
the Indian soldiers manning
the borders.
this picture ‘with the “threat
of a general strike” and
stressed that 0
dieted each other” ‘and “led
to the weakening of our de-
fences”. .

" He neatly forget to mention
that the:  Joint Council of
Action - had .exempted the
whole” operational area, in-

cluding Kashmir, Jammu and-
1.adakh and much more from

-the strike.

Again, if the naﬁional sen-

timents associated Wwith the

sentinels of our border are

* used to deny the demands of
‘workers and employees, is the
Prime Minister not creating
however unwittingly, and for
a temporary partisan ~gain
an atmosphere under which
the armed forces begin to
consider themselves above the
people. To create a cleavage
between the army and the
people is no way of saving
democracy, as old and new
historic, experience
veals.

. Demagogy-
“ Pidn’t Work
. Panditheh’ru ﬁent further
- and referred -to “unfriendly

.. outposts on the other side.”
Everybody, however, knows

that there have been no in-.:

cidents on our borders for
jong months, and that solemn

guarantees have been forged:
pbetween the Prime. Ministers’

of the two countries, to keep
the common - borders peace-
ful. To play -internal polities
at the cost.of our neighbour
does .not enhance the credit
of our country. abroad or go
down with our: people any

' more.. - -

‘The slogan of the Ghinese
threat has been ed so

often and so long, and it is-

so bereft of realify, that
even when msed by Pandit
Nehra at a critical moment
", in our couniry’s life, it fail-

i

He contrasted.

“they contra--

amply re-
- S~
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We aré sure our readers will appreciate the fact
; issue was possible and
confined to-reporting the strike of thg : Qentral
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He was

people do.not associate with his name.

‘ed to impress Indian public

‘opinion and failed to move
the strikers. It is good that
demagogy does mot work for
long under Indian demo-
cracy.

If all that Pandit Nehru

.said about the danger on our

frontier .was true, the lakhs
of employees of his own Go-
vernment should = obviously
agree with him. He knew that
they thought otherwise and
hence he advanced the argu-
ment, “It must be through

thoughtlessness that - they
have drifted to the wrong
course”. To call the Defence
employees who have boosted
up production by 24 per cent,
the railwaymen who have
fulfilled all the targets of the
Plan, -and their other breth-
ren who run the Central Go-
vernment apparatus and
more, thoughtless, is no sign
of wisdom or responsibility.

If the mass of his employees,

were thoughtless, the villain

‘of the piece had also to be

invented, who was moving
them from behind the scenes.

""Pandit Nehru also discovered
_ the evil agency, it was our

Party. But he dared not name
us. “We know that there are
some - amongst us, who, per-
haps feel little the passion
that is called’ patriotism or
nationalism, and who would
even welcome the weakening
of our country.”

Qur S
Stand ‘

The stand of our Party has’

been open to the public. We
are on record for stating that
the stand of the employees is
just’ and within the frame-
work of the policy announce-
ments of the Government

- itself and that the Govern-

ment - must negotiate and

_settle the dispute.

There are . Communists
amongst the . strikers -and

INISTE

. simple

FrhtpbbbbbE

. Pandit Nehru's Government
_knows better -than anybody

else that thiey are loyally and.

. devotedly working under the'!

leadership of their respective

trade unions, the great majo- : -

rity of which are not under
Communist leadership.

Red-Baiting
Fails

Pandit Nehru’s Red-baitihg
slogans._ did not catch on with
the public, and least of.all

-with the strikers themselves.

They, however, gave a help-
ing hand to the highly paid
columnists of the . Times of
India and Statesman to hang
a few of their common
canards on and try to sell
them as based on “inside in-
formation.” ; .
Pandit Nehru's anti-Com-
munist slogan failed to strike
a wedge between the Socia-
lists and Communists at any .
level. or in the strike leader-
ship. Dange from his sick-bed
wrote to Labour Minister
Nanda before the strike began -
that Here was a pure -and
~ industrial dispute,
which must be settled through .
negotiations, and ‘the Govern-
ment must honour its own
¢ommitments. Asoka Mehta .
reached home ~from abroad

after the striké began. and

.

despite Pandit Nehru’s broad- '
cast he too has characteriséd

‘the strike as an industrial
. dispute and called for nego-

tiations and- settlement.

| False
Plea

Equally false-and fantastic
was Pandit Nehru's charac-
terisation of the strike as:
«sapotage” of the Plan and”
disruptive .of the national en-
deavour through which “we
may emerge from the wvalley
of the shadow of poverty to
the bright sunlight. of wel-
fare.” P .

. Pandit Nehru misrepresen-
ted the demands of his own
employees - by stating that
they would cost Rs. 700 crores
during the next five years
and could not be conceded if
we -are to have a Third Plan.

He knew that in the last.
stage of negotiations all that-
the Central Government em-
ployees -démanded was that

.their standard- of living be

adequately safeguarded, aga-
inst . the rising cost of living.
They wanted _the minimum
wage as formulated by the
15th Labour Conference to. be
accepted, in principle. They
wanted more dearness allo-
wance so that their real
real wages may not fall, but
get compensated against ris-
ing inflation. . Their demand
was not for more welfare for’
themselves than the nation
could rightly afford but aga-

“inst the depression of . their

living standards which it was
the duty of the Government it~
self to prevent. N
It is ‘the case of a Go-
vernment that concedes the
incentives demanded by the
. . capitalists but refases them
. to its own workers and em-

" ‘ployees!. It is a refusal to

, THE STRIKE

guarantee th‘eii_‘ .existing
standard of living and offer

- some: improvement throuzh -

mutual discussions and ne-
gotiations. It is the policy
of the big stick against the
.workers * and employees,
within - sight of tax conces-
sions and profit. incentives
to the bosses, that has pro- -
_ voked the strike. o
 The Central Government’s
case. against its employees is
a bad one on any count. And’
even when the :Prime ‘Minis-
ter sought to popularise 1t
among the public he put his

foot on soil familiar to- the -

stalwarts - of Indian reaction
and had to mouth their slo-
gans and argumentst . - .

The Government . case has

‘not made sense nor its policy
“carried public -
‘opinion with it. Some reflec-

of strength

tion of Indian public opinion, .
however distorted and pale,
can be read in -the editorials

of the Right-wing papers

themselves.

The Free FPress " Journal

(Bombay) in its July 8 edito- -

rial, “The Count Down”, cha-
racterises the Prime . Minis-
ter’s broadcast ~as “unfortu-
nately too one-sided”. Again

in its editorial of July.12, en- -

titled . “Explosive Days” .1t
wrote: The situation is such
that the slighbes_t spa_rk can

W AY

touch off 4 holocaust which
-will be harmful to the strikers,
to the Government and to the
country at large. It is to avoid
this spark that both- authori-
ties and strike Jeaders should
now do everything in their
power.” .- - . .

The Statesman in its edito-
rial of July 9, stated,.“We are
surprised at the air of com-
placency which seems still to
prevail fairly widely and at
the spirit of blimpishness also

expressed....there. . is scope :

for compromise.”

The Tribune, July 8, wrote:
“Best solution will be obvious-
ly an honourable compro-
mise.” :

The Times of India, July 9,
wrote, “It is true that some of
their grievances. are genuine
and the Government has
much to answer, for. having
‘allowed things to come to this
SOITy pass.” -

Populaf v
Sentiment

The popular sentiment

. for a just and - quick solu--
tion of the strike is so wide-
spread that even .onr lead- -

ing - dailies' associated witn
the Right-wing and by no
means pro-labour are plea-
ding for a settlement. They,
of course, make as usmal.
- criticism of the strike and
the strikers, but they are
also pressing the Govern-
ment to settle the dispute
. seon. .

The Government, however,
refuses to budge and read the
sign- of the times aright and
heed public opinion. It is yet
relying on the . traditional
bankrupt policy of disruption
and repression to crush the
strike.” This is playing with
fire. Drift is dangerous. It can

% by P. C. JOSHI

unfold 'a situation which .no
sensible person desires.

. The strike on the whole has
been remarkably peaceful,
for a strike of this character, -
and this ~only shows fhe -
patience ‘of the strikers. But

‘to play with it is to play with =
“fire. - - S

Stop
Repression

The daily Press.reports dis-. -
close that repression is wide-
spread and intense.  The
known leaders .are  being
rapidly .rounded up. Lathi-
charges and tear-gas attacks -
are quite common, and even

" firing to kill is being resorted

to
The experience of our
.freedom struggle and of the
last thirteen years is enough
to conclusively . prove that -
repression cannot cow down
any section  of the Indian
people. It can only provoke
and disturb the peace of
the country and strengthen
- -anti-democratic “and au-
thoritarian ~forces in our
public life. : '
Japan “has just passed
through :a greater popular
upheaval. 'But. the Japanese
police managed :the situation

OUT

far differently than the- In-
diah. police aré doing.. The
“first and foremost necessity
“for the Government is to.end
all repressive - measures and
promptly .and unconditionally
release the strikers and their
leaders and start negotiation.

' Govt. ’s

Responsibility -

_All responsible people who
have followed  the.course of
negotiations.  know. ‘that a
practical ‘solution, honourable
to all parties, is possible. The
gap betwen the workers’. de-
mands and what the Govern-.
ment has already conceded
and should be further pre-
pared’ to consider  is .narrow
enough to be bridged by the
voice of reason and the sen-
timent of good will. )

" Pandit Nehru said, “Ii

. would be an irony of fate if

we cannot keep peace in
our own couniry and settle
our -points of difference in .
a . civilised and peaceful
manner.” The leaders of the
strike were prepared to talk. -
It is the Government that
remained adamant. It is the
strikers who remain peace-
ful despite a “1942” against
their leadership and the
movement., It is the Go-
vernment. that is being re-
pressive as under the Bri-
tish. . K
It is the Government that ..
must respond to; the public
demand for an immediate
settlement, heed the justice
of the demands of its own
employees and act in a res-
ponsible way.
planning and democracy. will.
be -~ strengthened and ‘not
weakened through an 'honou-

rable and just settlement.
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