future

: T msyeattheheartlssad

with ‘news of the fratri-
¢ide in Assam,’ the ‘mouth bit-
- ter -with :the ‘mass. victimisa.
tion . of thousands of Central
. Goverpient employees un
- whose devotion and content-
ment depends . the' efficlency
of the Indian administration
and. the implementation of'
,the “Third Plan 3

Day, ‘We . solemnly ' ‘salute

hie ‘supremeé  sacrifice . of

ur  national martyrs -and
unity, eourage and.
" Herolsm of "our patriotic
" people  that achleved the
libemtlon of our mother.,
- lind.. We . also think anew
. how._ to cdrry forward our
-nbble - heritage, ' eliminate
“.the old’ and’ new 'evils' in

- ' guard  and- strengthen the
-7 advanes and achievements
.. -already: mad

Thirteen- years of broken

Congress” reglie’ Have ' pro-
dnced the- present national

handed .. N S
Korean’ : patriots:. . ln ‘egver .- -
- greater -numbers'’ are rising .

-and . seek: pe&cetul_' unification  §- .
- ‘of -their - motherland. - The -

ace and inter- .-

cooperation.: It has

flaced India, morally

: olltically, among the
great. Powers of the world. .
.Indla’s’ Prime . Minister
ail-throated support

“:.< to“the Summit Conference

' and the idea of settling all -

", outstanding disputes among

. the Big = Powers: through

- negotiations instead of ‘war.

‘At the ‘Poona AICC Session,

~he also placed the-blame for.
failure of the Paris meeting

on_the U.S. provocation,‘ the:

e ll: is customary and proper thnt every year on'
" August 15 the Indian people, the Press: and the

- political parties; . according to 'their own light,
: engage in stocktnlnng of the past achievements
" and fmlures and suggeet the path forward for the

On this lndepeudence .

" our national life, and safe- .

: ‘pledgﬁes and misrule under the

.- is our Government doing what -

expressed - its solidarity. -
" . special responsibility as the

. The North Vietnam Govern-

Right* keeps active' and acts -

ral disarmament and the aim.
of a world without-arms. It is
gratifying that . the Indian
Government  is in" favour of
the U.N. -General Assembly

discussing ' the disarmament -

issue and' not the Disarma-
ment Commission. In the UN:

General . “Assembly, ~India -

along with the . other yn-
committed nations must - give
full support’ to the . pro-
posals- of the USSR which
Nehru has already ‘acclaimed.

This is not only our ‘duty to
the cause of world peace but .
is also in” our national inter-
est. The USSR has pledged a -
good part.of the funds saved
from the armaments race for
alding  underdeveloped coum :
tries llke ours, .-

Vital Sectou
GDE Surnggle '

Indis is a great nstlon, our
people ‘are peace-loving. Our "
tradition is anti-colonial. But.

Indian - Government : ha.x not
In. Vietnam, . India burs

. Chairman: of -the- Commis-
_slon. - Here: again,: the- Us.

- -slde is vlolatmg- the. agree-
ment in-every possible:. ‘way.

ment. has:lodged nuinerous: .
presentative pretends being
legalised

neutral . and . has:
the eoming in of U.S. armed

personnel. Again, armed re. Q_

- Volts are. growing against
‘the ‘puppet: regime and’ fas-
eist terror is being unleash-
ed .against. the people but

. our reprosentative pleads .
- helplesiness.. . " ’
'Indla.-Chinn relatlons stand

frozen but freéze is no solu-

tion but- only a situation in
which . the - pro.imperialist

aggressive - - and*: ‘dons - thé
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protests and the Indian re. § =

greets Congo and Cuba who'
: ‘are.engaged ‘in a glorious

‘struggle to defend their free-
‘dom from imperialist attacks,

On . this anpniversary ot onr .
Independence Day, NEW AGE

and -the peoples of all conn-

- national mantle to cover up
= its own pro-imperlallsm
" Where - Buria -and . Nepal
have' succeéded, why- cannot
India? The truth is that the:
- offensive’ of “the” Right has
paralyeed the'Indjan Govern- -
- pient. The tifie” “bas'come for
“all”-the*: saneé” " eleients” in-
Indian: public" Uf6" to " ‘realise,

.also given’ whole-hearfe sup- - whatever’ thelr opihfon be ‘of
“port . to: “Kbrushchov's™ pro. the™” fallifgs . ‘and - “the™ short-,
posal tor univexsal and gene— gcomlngs ot the Chlnese, that

. -itries still batmng lol' t.llelr'»

the time has come’ to patient: -
ly pursue-the path ‘of -peace

-and friendly negotiations with

‘our greatest neighbour and

rebuﬂ' all provocateurs; - .

.. The . Panchsheel” -agTee:
. ment between the two coun-
. trles'and the memgry of .onr
joint‘leademhip of the Ban-

dpng Conference are cons-

. tant’ reminder to all . that .

India - China negotiations
must be: kept. up with the

will to settle in terms of our.

accepted principles
.unforfunate dispute
wm: Ch.lna has become ' the
basis tor Indlan reactlonarles

to campalgn for ‘an Indo.Pak
Defence Pact- which is design-

. ed to take Indfa.right to the

door step  of  the : U.S.-led

mmtary alliances and far -

away from the path -of non- :

~augnment and peacetul rela-

* ‘SEE BACK PAGE- h
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‘Two contradictory
Government emplqyees 8
as facts and as pointers. .

) impressions of the debate
(August 8 and 9) in the Lok Sabha en the Central
Y strike will long linger, both
One is the vicious and un-

.principled performance of Prime Minister Nehra, the

other. is the hurling back of
speakers—the Central Govern-

‘Commiunist and PSP

his challenge. by the

. -ment em_‘ployees’ plig,ht,“comv'age and unity lent wings

to their words.
N EVER since the shameful

: :show on the Central inter-

- vention in Kerala, hos Parlia-
ment — and' the country —
heard - 80 irresponsible and
anti-democratic a speech from
the Prime -Minister. Nath Pat:
expressed the feelings of very-
wide .sections of  our; people

when he stated that the Prime '

Minister had shattered the
“illusions of Jmany about Pan-
dit Jawaharlal. - - :

- Abuse Amd
'l‘llrea_ts

It was clear enough that,
‘Nehru's was . the policy
Pant's battering: ram .ap-

" proach and the qnenyxable
. equivocation by Gulzarilal
Nanda (with his talk of
«“package deals”) only un-
- derscored  the  attitade
which lay behingd the Prime
Ministers

r

.wmﬁrjr B B
. Hig first point was that the
strike was “vicious”; He added
. utnerefore, I ventutre. to sa¥
that this was. an act—I am

putting my case at.the high-

est—of - utterly irresponsible
. . and immature persons who
somehow got.‘an the back of

e (the  general

. strike). Earlier Be had been

more abusive—the JCA lea-

" ‘ders were dubbed “as those
«who tried to ride 2 tiger
.- when they could not ride &
. donkey.. .- o
Heé brushed aside all the
demands of the employees,

. -all the faults of the Gov-
ernment—to which a mest

. devastating ~reference WaS

 made by Nath Pai, who -
_ quoted thé Prime Minister’s -
. the State Chief

" Ministers on June 30, 1960—

jetter . to

. as* being jrrelevant to, the
Csme, U

" He made his hackneyed plea
-that- this strike “of tremend-
ous political consequence” had
been brought about when the

" gountry was “considering the

Third Plan and facing~ the

*- frontier situation.” According

to him the strike was & blow
‘at Indian democracy itself. .

He went on to utter a scar-

- cely’ veiled threat: “I wish

_ members of the ‘Communist

Party will realise, in spite of-

-the" various coloured gogglas

they wear which prevent them

" from -looking- straight, that

becduse of the frontiers and
other things.” C

The. ...whole. . international ..

-7 gituation and its deterioration

. " was  brought in—“do ~people
- yealise ail this when tley play

" about with words and with a
geneéral strike”. was his rheto-
rical- question. ) )

‘Justification Of
‘Repression -

Justifying all the outrageous’

repression _and. intimidation
he. stated,. “if “you take . up
some activity which leads to

war, war follows. There is no

use expecting a -one-sided
PAGE TWO o

of. the Government.

mgﬂmdeﬁmb t Came

war. ... It was not only justi~
fied but incumbént on the
Government 10 take every
step to meet the situation....
it was quite inevitable to have
some legal apparatus to meet
the-situation, le., the ordin-
ance.” ..© ¢ 7
As. for 'the future, aparb
from Pant’s welcome. declara-
tion about the dearness allow-
ance formula, ~ there .  was
Nehrw's complete backing of-
the proposed ban on all strikes
by Government employees. He
went on to theorise about'this
by terming strikes as “out-
moded..:. ‘The fact of the
matter is that strike is ine-
vitably a concomitant of the
capitalist system.” And since
India was building a “Seciel-
ist structure” strikes were out
.of place. Certainly this is not
‘a novel nor subtle theory but
it is fraught with dangerous
implications for the demo-
eratic rights of the people. -
the crowning insult.

.the strike he stated:

. Government before - the
strike, during the strike and
after the. strike, hasbeen
something which has shock-
ed the conscience of every

. honest man in this country,

" barring some, perhaps, on - i
: ‘and more gruesome. cdses of

_the other side.”

Why The .

Strike

. As for the root causés of
{ “The
most important things are the
holding of the price line and

-the ‘giving of & need-based
-minimum wage....

To these’
‘two most important demands
‘the Government’s answer was:
no question .of talking about
a need-based minimum wage
and no question of linking
dearness allowance with. the
cost of living index....

«Jf the cost of living index
goes higher and “higher and
Government is - not able "to

_hold the’ price line, -certainly

wages must - also increase.
(The employee) wants not
merely the slogan of a Social-
ist pattern of sogiety. He had
been hoping all these 13 years
that there would be a rise in.
his standard of living. Now he
only wants that his standard
of living should not go down.”

ed, because I did not go on

" Calcutta,

strike?’ ‘There are :five Vish-
wanathans there. S8o when he
complained orders of suspen- ;
sion were passed on all the
Vishwanathans.” - .

He went on . to give sadder:

physical .assault, ~insult and
personal vindictiveness from
Indore, Madurai, -
Trivandrum  and  elsewhere.
He - pleaded, “we are soon.
going to celebrate Independ-
ence Day. Let the Govern-
ment be magnanimous and let
them ensure that all Govern-
ment employees are back .in

“their offices by August 15. If

this vindictive attitude.is con- -
tinued, it is not good for the
country, for national recons-
truction and’ for- the people.”-

Misuse Of
News-Vedia

Gopalan seriously warned
against the abuse of official
news media—which was one
of the more .sordid aspects
of Government bebaviour.
“What -was the role of Al
India Radio? It gave false

news to -the “people -~ in
. this country....- In places

where -the strikeé took place

it said that there was no

'COMMUNIST H.B.8 ¢
HOT TO TAKE
PART IN AUG. 15
CELEBRATIONS

The Central Executive

" Cominittee of the Com-
munist Party of ~India
which \

. meeting in Delhi . from
August’ 10, has adopted
- the- following resolution:
“The Central Execu- .

- tive - Committe of i{le,
Communist Party of In-
dia directs the ~Pariy's
Members  of Parliament
that, in order to register
--the protest of democra-"
- tic-minded people in the
country -against the pe-
licy * of: victimisation of
Central .. Government
" employees ‘- pursued by
the Government: and
. against the proposal to
" ban  strikes,. as. well as*
“'to ‘express’ the sense of
sorfow - at the tragic
happenings “in’ Assam,
they should - abstain
from attending the Go-
vernmental ~ functions
organised on ‘August 15.

© “Party units, however,
should, as usual, hoist
- the State Flag on their
offices’ and' otherwise
participate in ~ celebra-
tions of Independence
Day.” - < PR

Central

‘Not a word. of sympathy for E

the employees but a demand
that they. repent, do penance.

. Hig final word was “perform »

hit.”

pra S
then was the Gov- -

- This

ernment stand: the war.

_against their gwn employees
was just and would con-
tinue; in the mame of the

" uglive frontier”. and the.
Pian the hacking attacks
against . democracy - ‘would
persist; the people must
serrender - or - be mowed
down. A good gift indeed on
Independence Pay eve.

Commntor=
Ofiemsive
1t v?as é.gainst this outrage-

 ous attack that the spokesmen

of the Communist Party and
the PSP took up the cudgels
for. the Government emplo-
‘yees,” the common man and’
the future of our democracy.
--Opening the counter-offen-

- ! hat | sive with steady eloguence was
- these - are - serious ~matters i

A.K. Gopalan, Notable among
‘those taking up the good
‘cause were Asoka Mehta, Nath

Khadilkar and Indrajit Gupta
—the last-named made his.
debnt in the Lok Sabha with
sure. oratory and "implacable
reason. . .. - :
A. K. Gopalan concentrated
on three points—the causes of
the strike, the intolerable atti-
tude of the Government.after
the strike and the sordid role
of the official information.
agencies. - :

He began by stating: “The -

‘Céntral - Government. ‘em-
" ployees'- strike wWas an
precedented event, of recent
times. The conduct of the

Pai,” A. B. ‘Yajpayee; R. K.

clarified—the great strike
was the - first warning by,
India’s wage-eamers . that

they would mot allow their -
increasing toil to produce -

only deepening misery. Only

. people, at least, save them-
selves. o7
Answering Pant's slander
about disruption he stated: “It
is not the Central Government
employees who are doing it. It
.is the profiteer, the black-
- marketeer and the hoarder
who are disrupting the ecano-
mic and social life of ‘the
country and the Government
is supporting them.... If an
Ordinance was promulgated to
deal with those who are res-

. ‘ponsible for the increase in

prices the whole people, the
‘Central Government emplo-
yees included, would . have
been behind the Government.
Then . certainly  there would
- have been no strike.” '
It is this basic class issue,
bluntly stated, that seems to
‘~have rattled " the . official
spokesmen. and  to . which
they had no reply,
. blugter.

Stapid -

Vindictiveness

- Gopaian then took up. case -
after . case. of sheer -stupid -

vindictiveness on the. part.of
thé .power-mad . bureaucrats.
_in Nagpur in the office of the
" DAG, P & T “they heard that

one Vishwanathan misbehav- -
ed. They passed suspension. ¥ r
“mium:-of cooperatives:  would .

- orders “on one ' S. Vishwana-

NEW AGE .:

Thus,  wes  the position .

* py such mass.action can the

“ than: He was a loyal person
“who, had ‘not.gone on. strike.
"He asked: ‘am I.to be punish-

strike. -As far'as the Press
Trust of India is concerned
it became the Press Mistrust
of India. The whole people
were sought to be misled.”
Asoks Mehta went to great
lengths to.establish his point
that the strike was a purely
trade union dispute, caused by
official callousness in face of
rising costs and official bungl-
ing when it came to negotia-
tions. &e pleaded that “the
demand for a need-based
minimum wage cannot be dis-.
missed by the Government.

‘When national  income has. .

A SALEAASLSAASOSHEDESEADSSSHOSEOEOOLOHDD

gone up by 42 per cent steps
have to be taken to ensure

-that the standards of life of
Government servants do.not -

suffer” . . : R
He emphasised the. point

that ‘the Government had °

taught the workers the policy
of “brinkmanship”. He strong-
ly opposed & ban on strikes

and appealed to the Govern- -

ment . not to ‘be -vindictive:
«This "is a situation - for.
straightening out  industrial

relations and creating ~an.

« SEE PAGE 19
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In the article on Land Re-
forms in this issue,.at the end
of page ‘12, the: following
lines were omitted by over-
sight. After these lines, -the
article continues on page 13.
Our apologies to the-author
and readers.—Editor.

flagrantly . - unfulfilled, so

long as 75 per cent of rural
households. own: just - as
much land as less than one
per. cent of rural house-

. -holds  own’ at the top,
. thee homilies on cooperation,

would amount -~ merely. to
. trying to - veap: in a field
 where. little or no  sowing
" had been ‘done. throughout

" the first’ decade. of our in-

. dependence. .

On the contrary, the pre-

) ot.v"pro,-

single-family units

however. = well-intentioned, .

‘a8 well enable big. landowners.
to -cover up.. their ‘de-'facto’

urn The Page
perty. with the label of joint }
farming and thereby- evade §

the.'axe of ‘cellings on their
large ownership holdings. The

recent reports of large coope- §

ratives growing = in - record

number in some parts. of the |

country bear evidence to this

latest -boamerang “on' the £
policy of “setting cooperatives }
:as the ultimate goal of land

. reforms’ in India.

- Therefore, that the Third
Plan framers admit in a con-
stipative - manner, - that: “in

recent years transfers of land }

have tended to-defeat - the

alms " of legislation - for- land -
“reforms”, signifies not merely

‘peevishness, but is.sympto-
mati¢c of the pall of hush-.
hush with. which the  ruling
¢lass in India - is proceeding
to_cover: up-the. . question-of
lanid to. the ‘jiller—the - main
‘economic platformr of our-na

‘tional movement:: . = .

- AUGUST 14, 1060

~"" FIRST, it invented & secrct
pact. between the SLFP and-
. the Federal Party (FP, a party

" On_July 20, 1960, the people of Ceylon;'vdting in

' a general .election for .the second time within four

months, inflicted a crushing defeat on the forees of |

"reaction. The progressive = forces—the Sri_ Lanka

- Freedom Party (SLFP,

founded by the late Premier

" - Bandaranayake), the Communist Party (CP), and the’

- Lanka Samasamaj Party (LSSP, Trotskyite)—united

~in’a no-contest alliance
seats in Parliament.

O F these 93.seats, the SLFP

won 75; the-LSSP 12 and
the CP . four. The reactionary

and . pro-imperialist  United .

National - Party = (UNP) wen
“only 30 seats. R

' . -,On the basls ‘of these re- -

sults:and in terms of the no-
contest- agreemrent, the SLFP
was: called upon to form 'a
_Government on July 21 and its

" “leader, “Mrs. Bandaranayake,

became the first woman in-the

world to become a Prime Min- -

ister. ] )
- .Thig victory is no mean
" achievement. It Wwas won in

"the face of tremendous odds.

- Xt. was .one of the most
_bitterly - fought  elections.
. The  UNP, used every re-

sotirce at' its command. It - |

.Enew that if its defeat in

- 1956 . ~was  followed by .

"’ another defeat in 1960, ils

"_chances of raising its head -

- again was very remote.

- The - earlier ~ election ' of
-. March 1960 ended in a stale-
i -mate, with no party being able
wto - form- - a
‘Although the UNPfried to
.- form a Government with fifty
members in Parliaiment it was

~

Government,

defeated on the very first day

_..~It. wag then that it recom=
“mended dissolution of -Parlia-
ment and another election - in .

the hope that it can bam-

"boozle the people into electing

the UNP with a ‘stable majo-

_UNP
Campaign

This it procseded to do in
the most systematic way. The

-big capitalist firms, both

foreign and local, supplied it
with plenty of money. It re-

. celved powerful backing from

foreign imperialism and the
Rierarchy of “the Catholic
Church. The monopoly daily

-Press turned its newspapers

into ~ propaganda sheets  for
the UNP 'in the most un-
ashamed way. -

.'The -UNP, 'in-.the main,
carried . out a thrée-pronged
attack on the SLFP and its

representing the Tamils of the

" Northern: and Eastern - pro-

vinces that has put forward

‘the demand for a federal
© State) and on that basls cam-
paigned that- every vote for -

the SLFP would be a vote fof,
the division of -the country.

<Using this line of argument,
anti-Tamidl feeling was whip-

‘ped up among the Sinhalese
on the basis of a crude appeal
- to communalism and chauvi-
pism. . .
‘' SECONDLY, the UNP raised:
the usual stock-in-trade of all

reactionary parties, the Marx-

" xist bogy. It attacked the

SLFP for its alliance with the.
avowedly Marxist parties and
accused it of paving the way’
for Marxist dictatorship. )

. It even dragged in the

AUGUST 14, 1980

and won 93 out of the 151

" Soviet Ambassador into this
-!lgly_ .campaign and almost
imperilled the good rela-
tions between our country
-and the Soviet Union. Pre-
tending: to read a sinister
significance into an inno-
cent dinner given by - the
Soviet Ambassador to two of
the leaders of the LSSP, the
monopoly Press accused the’
Soviet Ambassador of inter-
fering in local pelitics and
went to the extent of call--

“ing for-his recall. They even
organised a handful of UNP

followers. (who fled at the

_app:oach of the police) to

demonstrate outside the-
.- Soviet Eabassy.

Further,
concocted a speech alleged to
have been made by a Com-
munist leader in which he is
said to have divulged instruc-
tions received from Iraq about

‘how.. to :infiltrate - into : the -
{SLFP: and  then prepare: a

Communist: coup.

~FHIRDLY, the UNP carried
on & most foul campaign of
personal vilification and abuse
against Mrs. Bandaranayake.
It even trotted out the argu-
ment that the Prime Minis-
‘ter’s job was a man’s job, that

it had never before been per-. ..

formed by & woman, anywhere
in the world, and that, there.
fore, the people should vote
for the UNP whose leader was
a man. C R

People’s
Choiece

Against .this forinidable,
highly-financed, . efficiently- .

- organised = and powerfully-
.backed campaign of the UNP

- the people stood up-and -

fought back. The lies, the fab.
rications and the slanders did
_not cut any ice. As far as the

ordinary people were concern.. .

. ed, the choice was simple.-To
them, the UNP was the party

vested Interests, ‘both local
and foreign. The SLFP and:its
allles, the LS8P and the CP,
. on the other hand, represent-

mon people. They were par-
_ties that were pledged to carry
forward the progressive poli-
cles inaugurated by the late
Mr. Bandaranayake in 1956. . -

mass enthusiasm and up-

surge that ultimately. brou-- . ‘

ght the UNP tumbling down

was the unity- forged bet- - :
‘ween. the -main = anti-UNP . .
parties on- the eve - of the

_elections. Profiting by the
" bitter lessons’ learnt in the

Msrch 1960 election when

. the disunity -of the pro--

* gressive’ forces: enabled the- . :

the daily Press.

. that represented ‘the interests (
_of the big capitalist class, the ..~

‘ed the interests of the com-

But what -~ generated the

'UNE to be the blggest party,
the. SLFP, the CP and the.

. agreement  between them-
" selves by which they agreed
. mot. only- mot to contest
..each other but also to ex-
tend mutual support to
- each other. As a_ result of
.. -this- agreement, the _widest
. forms of unity were achie-
ved- all over  the . country

. ‘and speakers from all three -

. parties ~ addressed: joint
election rallies.
Unity Makes
Difierenee

It must be -remembered-
that - this unity was not

merely between the two Left
"parties but also between the
Left parties and another
non-Left party which funda-
mentally represents’ . the in-
terests of the national bour-:
geoisie.. This is a measure of
_unity not yet achieved in any:
other  non-Socialist, Asian
country., - B

" The same parties contested
the March and July elections.
but the results’ were differ-
_ent.. There were two main
reasons for this change. One
was the unity of the progres-
sive forces. The other was the

personal and dynamic leader-
ship of the campaign by Mrs.
Bandaranayake. It is idle to
speculate as to which contri-

"buted most to. victory. If we
- say that the unity of the anti. -

UNP parties was the main.
reason, Wwe are not in any
way- . trying ‘to. detract .from

the courageous role -played by - .~
~-played - by ’ the’- monopoly

Mrs. -Bardaraniyake in"lead-

"ing the SLFP to victory.

New

" The new Government has
been formed . exclusively by
the SLFP. The CP and the
LsSP are not participating in
the Government ' but have

< L8SP-signed '3 no-contest

‘promised”if. their . full Sup-
port. The new SLFP Govern-
ment of Mrs. Bandaranayake

starts off undér. mich more °

favourable terms and with

more advantage than the Go- =

vernment headed by her hus-
band in 1956. For one thing,
unlike the 1956 Bandarana-
yake Government, whose vic-
tory was alded also by social-
ly conservative and obscuran=
tist forces, the new SLFP Go-
vernment won in opposition
to these forces.

Secondly, the worst ele-
ments in the . SLFP had all-
. been cleaned out of the party.

“Also, the exclusion from the -

Cabinet of Mr. R. G. Senana-
yake, the biggest representa-
tive -of the vested . interests
inside the SL¥FP, has earned
the gratitude . of- the entire
progressive movement.

Economie
Bevelopmemnt -
Thirdly, the July 1960 vic-
tory was made possible as a .
result of unity with the Left

movement and the new Go-
vernment is therefore assur-

ed of the support of the Left -

and working class movement. -
Already the new Govern-
men t has diselosed its mind

‘on a number . of matters.
-The two new departments
it has set up are for Foreign.

Aid and National Planning.-"

. This shows the priority-the.
new Government ' intends
giving to schemes of econo- .
mic development. The ap-
pointment of ‘a3 Fress Com-
miission to:probe . the role

. Press; is a certainty.” Ano-
ther measare that will en-
gage the early attention of
the . Government - is the.
. establishment of a national

system ~ of education. A -

“large number of schools in-
Ceylon are run by, the Ca-
tholie ‘Church, The SLFP
has promised to take over
all schoels and “establish a

" sérvice, etc. We cannot. also

. -, .onified and a”‘?ﬂtmle@_ |

" cational system. Other mea.
sures are to be revealed in
the Throne Speech on Aug-
ust 11.” v

Swppors -

_There is no point in' minl-

mising the task facing.the
new Government. Mrs. Ban-
daranayake- has - {o
where her husband left off.
The late Mr. Bandaranayake
was prevented from fulfilling
his © progressive -policies by
obstruction from Right-wing
forces both inside and outside .
the Government as well as by
lack of cooperation from the
Left movement. The 'new Go- -

. vernment must take steps to.

overcome both

these obsta-
cles. - - .

" It is'assured of the support -

of the Left movement for the

implerhentation .of Mr: Ban-

daranayake’s progressive poli-
cies.- But it will have td pro-

" tect itself. from - obstruction
from reactionary forces. These . - . -

are still- powerful.© 'They are

powerfully entrenched in the . .

State apparatus—the army,
the  police, administrative

ignore the heavy vote polled.

by the UNP—1,040,768—an 1n-

crease of nine per cent over B

its Mdrch figures.

‘That is why the CP has -

pointed ount that it will be
. even more necessary to con.
tinue the unity.of - SLFP;
/LSSP and CP even after the
elections. The -unity :of all :
progressive forces for ‘the

task of overeoming : impe--, -
rialist and reactionary obs- -

truction and building a na-
tional economy, is the vital
need of the hour. - L
Imperialism and . .its local
allies have suffered a big de-:

feat in Ceylon. It is:now-up -’

to the people to consolidate

-ward. .

*
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. the nation, towards what he .

- tentions”?

" ‘and . persuasion,”

““Whither do we "go and what shall ‘Ibe"o’ur

_endeavour ” asked Prime Minister, Nebru on' August
15, 1947, which he ‘called “the day appomted ‘by
destiny.” - He then reminded 'us:  “We: ‘have - hard
work ahead. There is no resting for’ anyone of us _till

HESE words of the Prime .

Minister would naturally
be recalled by us on this
thirteenth anniversary of our
independence. We would . ask
ourselves the .question: how
-far has the nation gone, or
‘rather the Prime Minister and
_his- Government have taken

called “destiny’s in-
‘We would ask
how far the Government and -
. the 'Congress ‘.Party have

then’

" helped us “to build up a pros- .

perous, democratic and. pro- -
gressive nation and to create
. social,- economic and political
institutions which will ensure
Justice and fullness. of life to
every ‘man and woman’—
declared by the Prime Minis-
ter then to be the- ob]ective'
for  whose realisation - the
whole natlon will endeavour?

Glalms They &
Make |

'I'here would no doubt be
Congressmen who claim that
their party and the Govern-
Ment led by it have gone
several steps in' that direction.
They no doubt . claim many
achievements - that can be
credited .to  their ‘party and’

the Government headed by .

PMe Minister” Nehiru:

One of: them has claimed
that what he calls’the Indian
Tevolution'is not only equal to
but excels the. three great re- -
volutlons of the world in the .
modem epoch—the American’
" Revolution of 1776, the French

. Revolution of 1789 and the’

Russian Revolution of 1917..

. While these latter were all
“violent

" revolutions, _which,
therefore, led to- painful re-
_sults. for -the peoples of those
countries, the Indian revolu-
tion,“he claims, was based on
non-violence .

“Acceptance of non-violence
. he points
- ‘out, “hds paid great dividends.
The whole princely order has
become  a- thing of the past

and yet not one of-the princes--

was - killed. They ' have lost
- their - power, prestige and
substantial portion of their
wealth, but because. this social
revolution “has beeh brought

about- through non.violent -
" means, these princes are today

loyal citizens of India.

«Capitalists © have’
heavily taxed, landlordism has

“been abolished, vested inter- -
" ests of possessing classes have "

been: curbed in every sphere of
life,- but nowhere has such
" curtailment led to the embit-
_ tered feelings exhibited in- the
... French or the Russlan Revolu_
tions ~ -

“Internal peace and ex-
t-ernal friendliness have been

. the direct-and immediate re-.

ward of the acceptance of

non-violence and. democracy.

as the “basic principles of
Congress ideology.” (Humayun
Kabir in India Quarterly,
,J_anuarir-March; 1360). .

. While' Prof. Kabir thus
lists the - “great achieve-
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* we make all the people of Indla what destmy mtend-
. gd them to be.”. ¥

'mems of 'the non-"v'lolent

revolution” led by. his party,

a great debate is going on .
among the leaders of -that
very Congress. The central
. guestion involved -in that
debate is the present and

" the ills of' the- Congress have

remained and even worsened

The extent to whlch group
rivalrles among the congress:
leaders - have ' goné  can “be
gauged fronr - the -fact that,
according to the Prime Minis-
ter himself; one of the factors
that led -to the recent fratri-
cidal conflicts in .Assam_was
the efforts of those Congress-

‘men who are opposed to- Chlef

Minister Chaliha to " take
advantage ~of the linguistic
tension fo descredit him and -
brmg him down :

been .

by E.M. S. NAMBOODIRIPAD

- future - of th,e Congress.

Party. .
'Prof. Kabir himself is a

participant in that debate and

_ poses the question as to what

will' happen to the Congress

.after Nehru. He and several

other  leaders and ideglogues

. the Congress publicly acknow-

ledge that the only factor that

keeDs the Congress united is
- the personality of the Prime
Mmlster

The seriousness of the situa-.
tion can be seen from one of
the recent- forthright state-
ments made by Congress Pre-

These Assam ‘developments,
it. is ‘acknowledged by.all, can
be compared only- to the par-
tition-eve fratricidal war be-
tween Hindus -and Muslims.
Prime Minister Nehru charac-
terised them as “a tragedy of
an extreme kind, not.only for
the present but, with all its
implcations, for the future.”

_They led to ¥something new

in our country, our -own.Deo-
ple. becaming refugees, render-
ed homeless and having to be
placed in camps.”-

Group rivalries in Con-
gress are only one of the
factors .at the root of the

sident- Sanjiva Reddy on the
state of the Congress today. '

Addressing the members of
the Mysore Legislature Con-
gress ‘Party and Members of
Parliament at Bangalore on
July 24, the Congress Presi-

dent -gave his opinion that

“gfter 12 years of - freedom,

they‘as a people had degene-
rated.” He asked: “Where is
the zeal with which we gave
up our: “studies and sacrificed
all for the service of the coun-
try? Let us search our hearts.”

He then made the reveal-
" ing confession: “At the pre- -

sent day, every Congressman
is presumed fo be corrupt
unless - btherwise proved,
" while in Jaw even the person
accused .is assumed to be

innocent until it was proved.

. otherwise. Why is it that
the Congress is .abused?
.Have we. given any thought

to this? There must be some
smoke somewhere.  There
maust be something wrong

.- ‘somewhere.” (Hindu, . July
- 25). ’ P

Ills Remazn '
And Wm'sen
Despxte this open admission

that there is something wrong -

with the Congress organisa-

“tion; despite the several dis-

cussions that have taken place
in Working Commitiee and
_AICC meetings on thie causes

N

and .remedies: for the same;

. States Reorganisation Act to
‘be. passed and new States

-Sgdll

It required still bigger"‘,

- repeating its

7 required blg ‘mass move-
ments .in other States for the

formed more.or leas on ungu-
istic lines. L

Refusal =~

movements entailmg enor-

mous -sufferings and saeri- -

fices lasting for nearly foar
years - for. the. .notorious
bilingual Bombay fo be

- _'split and the States of

Maharashtra and anarat
formed.

IEven when these new States
were - formed, the -Congress
Government not only went on

“linguism”, went on repeating

that formation of - linguistic

States ' was wrong in principle;
it refused to adopt the twin
rational principles of village.’
as the unit and contlguity in
fixing the borders.’

" Furthermore, using the un-

fortunate fact that the Hindus

. -and  Sikhs in the Punjab are
. divided- on communal lines,
they stilt refuse to accede to.
_the-legitimate demand of the

Punjabi people for the appli-
cation of the linguistic prin-
ciple in their case. To this
end, they give: encouragement

to Hindu: communalism whi¢h,
goes to the extent of denying’

one’s own mother-tongue

This same * false: “natlonax-'

opposition to . .

tribes mhabltlng the vanous'
"parts of the €ountry;. whose

.-demand for reglenal or’ local

‘autonomy- has not been recog-

nised as a_legitimate demand -
" "to be .conceded. as part of
- ipuilding “a- prosperous, demo-

. cratic and progresslve nation

‘ D Fnrthermore, even in the'

- case of Naga Land, there is

_ no-guarantee. that thé auto-
nomy of the new State. will
‘be really rospected. Seemg
that the Central- Govern-
ment has in the last ten’
- years- . beem - 'increasingly
encroaching upon the rights
. of the 15 States of the coun=
try and that Manipur, Tri-

- pura, Himachal Pradesh-and
Delhi have been denied their
‘democratic rights, it is diffi~
cult to believe that the
Nagas who want full auto-

Union ' will' ‘be allowed ' to'
exercise their antonomy the '
way they want to.

- It was these policies of

oppositlon to the formation of -
linguistic States, to-the use of .

the State language as the
language of instruction and
administration in the States,
to: the protection of the rights )
of linguistic - minorities
every State and to: the auto-
nomy. for the .tribal péoples.
inhabiting the various parts of
~the country ‘that led to con-
Aflicts. in the .various parts of
the country and have resulted
in the tragic developments. -

. ism” of the: Congress 'leader~

- troubles in Amm. The antl- )

Chaliha group. could take
 advantage of the linguistie
tension in Assam only be-
cause that tension was there

in the State.. The Congress, -

however, cannot escape res- -
- ponsibility for the very ex- !

- istence of this tension.'As a |

matter. of  fact, it was the

<+ tribal” ‘peoples.” " Even

ship- has:made:,
the political aspirations of the
those

-.policy adopted by the Con- & %eansume sympathy for the tri-’

leadership on - .the
guestion of State language,
the formation of linguistic
. State and the protection of
- linguistic ‘minorities, . that
~_created . the tension .- in
Assam, as it had done and is

still doing so in some other -

States. -

. turdl
realise that what the tribal

Takmg a so-called “natlon-v
alist” stand. of lgnor!ng the
_legitimate demand of the vari-.
ous linguistic groups in. the

- country for the formation of

their own linguistic States, as
well as the demands of the’
‘tribal - peoples for autonomy.
for the-. tribal  areas; -they
sowed' the ‘seeds of discontent
and disaffection among. the
various. linguistic and: tribal
groups in the country: . This
discontent had to take the
form of organised mass action
before any. concession : was

made to‘ what was “con-

temptuously called “linguism”,
"parochlahsm”, etc. o

1 requlred a blg and ‘united

movement leading to the.

sacriﬁce of a.great - soul——
Potti ~Sri - ‘Ramulu—for- the
Andhra State to be fonned

W_AGE

cannot extend: their

" sympathy beyond the protec-

tion of ‘social customs, man-
ners and-the culture of the.

- varioug hill tribes. They can-

not fathom the depth of the
feelings .and " aspirations of
the tribal peoples’ which. go
much beyond social and.cul-
fields. - They cannof

peoples ask for i3 nothing less
than their own rule, .They,

therefore, cannot sce that the

tribal - problem. cannot be

settled except on- the basis of

regional or = local autonomy
within a particular State and
in thé case of bigger tribes
.inhablting larger areas, separ
‘rate States within the Indian
Unlon B y

Beaeon Feor
Conflicts ,
1t véas .onli after"sereral

years - of protracted  strugeles
by the armed Nagas of the

Northeastern belt - that they -
- agreed to. the formation of a’

separate Naga State. But even
now, there are- several other

Congress leaders who have_

principle’ of Assamese being
the State language in Assam,

except in those districts and .

regions where the Bengali or
the tribal people predominate.

But, despite - this theoretical-

dcceptance of the principle of
Assamese as the State lan-
guage and protection for the

“minority rights .of ‘the Ben- -

galis . and~ the- tribals, the
Congress as an organisation,
in its day-to-day 'work' and
contact -with the people, con-
ducted itself not in the spirit
of the unity: of ‘the Bengalis,
Assamese and tribal:people,
but-of their mutual hatred

Bengall Congressxnen would
not be satisfied with getting
protection -for Bengall: 25 a
linguistic  minority . in: the

" State. of Assam, - but . would -

demand equality of treatment
between. the Assamese and
_Bengali languages: “Assamese
Congressmen, - on: :the - other

hand,. would -refuse to take”

into.” consideration . the - fact

that the Bengalis - .in -Assanr - .

. are not an ordinary linguistic
minority, but is a big minority
in the whole State with majo-

. x SEE PAGE 1
AUGUST 14, 1960 .

nhomy within - the Indian

rity in.a whole district (thatt -

AUGUST 14, 1960

THIRD PLAN DRAFT HAS ALL INDICATIONS OF

MAKING OUR ECONOMY MORE DEPENDENT

ON FOREI GN

ASSISTANCE YET....

The lndzan planners may lack mmgmatwn or audacztz/ :

when it comes to the actual contents of the plans they. pre-

pare, but only an unfair critic would deny thém these two -
qualities when. it comes to commg slogans to capture the '

.mmginatwn of the public.

UBLIC memory is prover-
bially short and our plan-

ners take skilful advantage of .

that fact to coin a fresh ‘catch-
ing’ slogan at the time of laun-

- ching each new plan, keeping

very. quite about the promises
that were'made at the time of
launching the previous plans

- and which were not of course

kept.

‘The Slogan
Themn

--One remémbers the publicity
and the fanfare with which the
Second Five-Year - Plan was

 launched; one remembers that
. before the publlcatlon

of the
Plan in its final form,
were many utterances by res-
ponsible leaders about the Plan
being designed with the express
purpose of liquidating the un-
employment problem; . that a
whole phﬂ050phy of subsidising
and propping up- uneconomic
small-scale industries was deve-
loped with a view to “resolving
the . unemployment problem”.
One would have expected the
Draft Third Five-Year Plan to
explain to the public how far

* it has stucceeded in that noble
_task; but it observes a discreet
over _ the

economy of’ words

whole question of unemploy~ -

“ment. It admits, in a small para-.

graph tucked away in -an ob-
scure ‘corner, that

does inject some - amount of
soberness in its discussions on

‘ -unemployment, but then, very.

judiciously, the space given to
the question is also reduced to
the barest. minimum. But does
such a conspicuous
keep a big promise. make the

‘planners shy of all blg pro-,

mises?

More Ancla’elous
'ﬂ‘oday '

Far- from it. On the - ‘con-
.trary, the planners have, dis-
playing an imagination and an

audacity that call for admi- -

. ration, come out with a sttll
more breathtaking promisé,
namely, leading Indic on to

~ the .path of a self-generating
economy already by the. end
of the Third Plan, that is
1965-66. If the public has not
yet experienced any difficul-
ties about breathing, that is
because not many of its mem=
bers know the. full -meaning
of the expression “self-gene-
rating eco'nomy’

What then is a self-generat-

ing economy? As the ‘term itself

" implies, an economy that deve-

lops by itself; one:that does not
require either foreign aid, nor

any excessive amount of autho-.
mtanan planmng to sustain its’
momentum of growth; that is to
say, an economy sufficiently in-
dustrialised and with a suffici-

- ently high standard of living to

have -high rates of saving and
investment without the neces=

.. sity of any forced saving or of

there-

the unem- -
" ployment situation, far from im-
- proving, has actually become-
- much worse. This patent failure

failure to =

Assistance

'

any foreign assistance. A-self-
generating economy is compara-
ble to a -power driven vehicle
that requires neither pull nor

‘push to make it move. If.this

be the meaning of a self-gene-

rating economy, it is indeed a-.

very wonderful future promrsed
to us.

. At the same time, one cannot *

.but be . dumbfounded at the
height.-of audacity represented
by the promise to realise such a
state of affairs through the Thirvd
Five-Year Plan as presented in

its Draft. ¥For the Plan abounds.

.in elements that are directly in
contradiction to the very idea
of a .self-generating economy:.
As a matter of fact, . there is
every reason to believe that the
-Third Five-Year ' Plan, while
surely- heightening the level: of
production, would render the

economy even more dependent .

on fogexgn assistance than éver
before in sustaining its momen-
tum of growth. We shall exam-
ine a number of such points.

the deVelopment-of the heavy

‘industries during the Third

Plan—which is far from an evi-

-dent truth—the trend of increas-

' ing dependence on foreign coun-
tries as revealed above is hard-
1y calculated to reassure uys that
we shall all of a sudden become
seli-suﬁic:ent

Domesﬁo SRR
Resourees

There is after all no magic
formula by which a- foreign-
dependent economic growth can
be rendered into a self-depend-
ent one. What is necessary is to
replace foreign resources by
domestic resources—that .is to
say, increase domestic savings.
“That underdeveloped economies
have huge potential economic
surpluses that can be tapped for
purposes of development has
been convincingly argued by
Paul Baran in his Political Eco-
nomy of Growth. However, the
potential can be realised only
through suitable changes in the
organisation of the economy.

But - the Draft of the Third
Five-Year Plan does not talk of

land improvement - work will
accrue to the villages not in pro-
portion of labour contributed
but in proportion. of land owned;
as such, conversion of labour
into capital will not take place

on a mass scale. for lack of in--

centives.

The sol‘u.twn obviously lies.

_in the formation of coopera-

tive farms -following upon an”

effective land reform. But the

Plan has absolutely no con~ -

crete programme for either of

them: it still continues to talk

of the Community- Develop-
. ment movement being its
spearhead in the promotion of
a revolution in the rural eco-
nomy and mentions with en-
thusiasm the activities of such
“public cooperation” bodies
as the Bharat Sevak Samaj,
Sarva Seva Sangh, etc.,
whose activities have so far

managed to .mdake precious.

little impression on the zmb-
lic mind.

Laml
BReform

As to land reforms, the only

e

thing made clear is that no:fure~.

| by A. K. NAIB
.‘_l_

.

Diversification of export
in terms of its product compo-
sition as well as its destinations

is one way of obtaining better - -
* terms of trade and thus obtain- "

ing further resources (in terms
-of profit in foreign trade) as
well as’increasing -foreign ex-
change _earnings. While
need of diversification ' :is. ver-

bally stressed in a platltudmous -
. language, once more no e
crete programme is suggested..

con-

Problem’ of
Unemployment

The very. meagre provisions

made for shipping, however, has
all the appearance of a policy -
decision in favour of increasing
dependence .on -

the country’s
‘foreign assistance. For, here is

‘ both

the *

a situation of outright exploita- - -

tion of. Indian exporters by’ for-

eign shipping - interests, who.

have - to pay :‘annually - about

Rs. 100 crores of foreign exe .
change by way of freight ‘and-

insurance charges; and yet in '

spite of the widely expressed
'dernand for. a- major .
programme only Rs. 55 ‘crores

shipping -

is provided for its development, - -

which comes down to: an out-
lay of Rs_. ten crores per year.-

The absurdity . of the talk

Let .us first of all take foreign
assistance itself. It is written in
paragraph 17 of Chapter I that
an.important aspect of the pro-
blem of self-sustained growth’ is
the creation within the country
of an equipment manufacturnig
industry so as to obviate -the
necessity. of 1mportmg capital
goods. -

-This is putting the matter
wrongly. There are two dis-
. tinct problems involved: one

is of having insufficient sav-

ings and the other of insuffi-
', cient export. surplus. The
creation of a machine-build-
ing industry in.the country
will largely solve the problem’
of export ‘surplus, but will not
at all affect the problem of:
insufficient savings. The vol-
ume of foreign - assistance
found necessary for the Third
Five-Year Plan is as much as
Rs. 3,200 crores, i.e. practt-
cally one-thtrd of the total in-
vestment target of the Plan.

This represents investment for -

which there are no corres-
ponding savings in the coun-

try. -

' ones.

' SELF-SUSTAINING G.

ther evolution in policy is to be

even a single programme of any
reql organisational change
meant to augment investible re-
sources, ‘All the sources through
which savings are expected to
flow into the Plan funds are the
that have traditionally
been tapped by the Finance

‘Minister even in ordinary non-

development budgets. Thus, the
categories discussed are ‘Addi-
tional Taxation’, ‘Small Savings,’
‘Miscellaneous Capital Receipts’
and the like. Even taxation po-
licy is left totally undefined,

_leaving open the question whe-

ther it is luxury consumption
that would be converted into
investible resources or whether
resources would be gathered by
further depressing the standard
of living of the working masses.

Lack Of

Encentives

The Plan rightly talks about
the utilisation of idle labour
power. as a means -of massive
capital formation, especially in
the countryside. It, however,

- fails to suggest any institutional

‘Foreign

The -arfiount of foreign assis- -
tance needed for the Second
Plan was only. of the order. of
Rs. .1,500. crores. Hence the de-
pendence on" foreign assistance
is going to be doubled. during
the course of the Third Plan
period. Even if it -is conceded,
for- the sake of argument, that
import needs of . the economy
will be redncé'd as a result of

- operatives, insistence

“ cooberatively, benefits

form through which such mobi-
lisation could effectively take
place, It talks about labour co-
~on the
customary obligation of village
communities regarding irriga-
tion and' other works, levies of
labour con'ributions imposed by
panchayats, ete.

. But none of these can be ex-
pected to arouse the enthusiasm
of the masses, as these are only

different ways of robbmg Peter
to pay Paul. That is, as long as .

land is not owned collectively or
of any

NEW AGE

Trade

expected, for “the main~ task
during the Third Plan will be
to complete as early as possible
the implementation of policies

evolved during the Secon Plan”.’

Similarly, as to agricultural la-
bourers absolutely no promises

are held out. As to cooperatives,
the Plan has nothing: to say at. -

all, quite literally. For, it is re-
ported that concrete program-

mes have not yet béen.worked

out on the basis of the policy

decision of the ‘National Deve-'
-lopment Council. Only tentative
targeis are put forward and.

mention is made of different
topics still being considered by
different ‘committees.

Agam in the whole volume
there is hardly any mention of
State trading. This,” coming
after the. repeated declarations
of the Prime Minister about the
private sector being- eliminated
from the trade in. essential com-
modities, would- have caused’
great surprise if silence on every
single crucial issue were not
the very essence of the Draft.
The matter, as the.reader has.
most probably’ guessed, is still
“under  consideration”. For
“what. structure of regulating’
devices, including price- confrol,
zonal arrangements, prescrip-
tion of minima and maxima,

- Stdte trading, etc., will ensure

the optimum -results needs to
be carvefully examined”:

Foreign

Equally vague is - the Plan’s
approach to foreign _trade.

OWT]

of the ecomomy  becoming”
self-sufficent by the -
~ the Third Plan

. considers -the impact. of .the
Third Five-Year Plin on the

- millions in 1955-56 is expect-
" ed to rise to 8.8 mtlluins , at

. the end of the Second Plan .

and to.13:3 millions at - the

end of -
acquires a
dramatic character when one

unemployment’ situation. Ac-. )
cording to' the reckoning of *
-the Draft Plan itself, unem-
- ployment that stood - -at 5.3 .

. end of the Third. (Our ﬁgures L

dtfer somewhat from, those . o;f .

the Plan ds we reject the as-

- sumption- that agriculture can

absorb still more persons from’
_among ‘the new entrants into
. the labour market)

Fantastie o
Promise

To suggest that a. process of.

growth which perm:fs unem-

ployment to go.up at such an -
alarmmg “ rate -is ‘leading.
economy to its. “take off”, to its
self-reliant, :
autonomous. growth, so that our:

. poor underdeveloped country -
‘will soon become one among the

developed ones, is so fantastie
that -one .-has to . be.simply"

- speechless in stupefaction. We'

indeed. olight to take our hats
off to our brave planners .

— . PAGE FIVE -

self-generating,
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e possibility

~ bers of the ‘broad public.

" feel enthused about . it.

: ofi"—to
- pression that has been found

. economy S

V . The draft of the Third

—« by P. K. SHARMA.

Five-Year Plan which is

_-just out reads like a magic book. There are targets
and promises, VEry litile of reasoning and arguments.

The undiscerning reader may be impressed ¢
s disposition.- The discern- -

sceptical, according to hi
-iing reader canno

t but be puzzled. He would like to

d or be

know the why’s and how’s of the Plan. It is the why’s

and liow’s that make a
wnent of targets

do not. The

plan a plan. The mere state-

Draft Five-Year Plan,

- however, does not bother to give any explanations
or show the connecting links Gf there are any!) bet-

‘ween its
pis indeed a joke~ that
such ‘a_draft should be re-

Jeased to the public for “dis-

cussions”. There is hardly any
of serious cons-
fructive discussions. taking
place on the pasis  of such
material. Those mrembers of
the public who are willing. to
te fascinated by the magic
jncantation of targets may
But
‘they are not many and it is -
therefore not surprising that
the publication - of the Draft
Plan has not -caused .any
sensation among the mem- -

Magic

- Aspect

+ The magic aspect of the
Plan is nowhere better appa-
rent than in. the discussions
on Resources. This is a fun-
damental . matter. We know
that the Government - has
been talking of a large Third
Tive-Year Plan, a plan large -
and decisive enough to bring

" out”the self-generating grow-

th -of the-economy, its “take-
use a current  ex-

very useful by our leaders in
“Selling” the Plan to the pub-

e

The prospect of the Indian
teadily riding a
_.yising’ curve under its own
stedmr, without any. further
assistance being needed from
abroad and soon becoming
one among
economles is indeed a glorious
~orie and is worthy of the ima-
gination of. our great leaders
who also promised to solve
‘the unemployment problem
- in India by the end of the

Second Five-Year Plan. Cyni-.

cism and defeatism melt like

" . mist before the sun:of such 2

positive programme. -
Yet, gne likes to feel sure
about certain details. - The
Third Plan makes an invest-
- ment target of Rs. 10,000

"' crores.- One would naturally
Jike to know where and how.

the funds are to be raised;

whether at all it is possible.

to mobilise so much of re-
" sources under the existing

" _arrangement of our society,

or whether it is possible to
mobilise ‘even more and thus
nave a still biggér plan and
a still more glorious prospect.
- It is however difficult to
“make much headway in
such an investigation. Very
little is said about how the
resources -are to be raised

- and what Iittle is said has
a strong flavour of the

. " sleight of hand. Resources
- ¢eem to come - out of no-
where just as a whole stage

. full of objects comes out of
a small. magician’s - hat.

_PAGE SIX

the developed .

different elements. . . .

The Second Five-Year Plan
had a much smaller target
—Rs. 6,200 crores of in-

- vestment in the public and -

the private sector taken
. together. Still the Plan,
even .in its final .versionm,.
left Rs. 400 crores unac-
counted. But the much lar-
ger outlay target of the
Third Plan is completely
accounted for. .
Again, the Second Plan had
a target of Rs. 1,200 crores of
deficit ~financing and the
target has been probably
slightly-  exceeded. But the
Third Plan sets only a modest .

. target for this item and yet

the resources seem all” to be
available. Again, practically
all the economic pundits in
the country have’ maintained’
that resources for the Third .

‘Plan can indeed be mobilised

to the desired extent, but only
if certaln new and far-going
financial and organisational
measures are undertaken.

Several such measures have

‘actually been ‘suggested. Ib

has been suggested that more
resources have to be obtained
from agriculture and for that
2 thorough reorganisation of
the agrarian economy is eall-
ed for. It has been suggested
that the only way of leading
india on to the path of seli-
generating development lies
in the activising of idle man
power in:the country. But no
such organisational efforts -

ate visualised in the Draft -
Plan. . ) .
‘What Size

Means

‘ .
it is known that no other
person than J. J. Anjaria, the

chief - financial expert of the™

Planning Commission’ himself,
was of the opinion not long

ago that let alone a ‘plan of

Rs. 10,000 crores, even one of

Rs.. 7,500 crores is almost be- -

" yond the capacity of our eco-
nomy under the existing con-
ditions to implement. Yet we
now have a plan of Rs. 10,000
crores with no departure from
the usual methods of raising
resources being contemplat-
ed. Is that not a significant
achievement? . How can one
help being full of admiration
for such a wonderful plan?
Let us by all means admire,
but let us also, to the humble

extent possible for us, try to.

understand the real implica-
tions of the figures thrown at
our face. o

. Tet ug first. of all be clear
about what we are talking
about. Plan finance - can be
thought of in three parts.
Public sector investment, pub-
lic sector current , develop-
ment expenditure and private
sector investmefit. When one

.-

talks of the size of the plan,”
one talks of the sum of the
public  Sector. investment
the private sector investment..
When one talks of public sec-
tor outlay, one talks about the
- sum of public sector invest-

‘ment and the public. sector
‘current . development expen-
diture.
Second Plan and the Third
Plan in respect of their sizes

The position of the

are as follows: .

t

Forelgn assistance received
for the- “Second. Five-Year
d Plan” is.larger:than "Rs. 882
" crores shown:in the table by
the amounts - received from
the P. L. 480 funds deposited
‘by the United States with the -
State Bank . of India.
matter of fact foreign assist-
ance has been about Rs. 1,200
crores, so that it constitutes a
little -above a quarter of-the
total public -sector . outlay.

As a

. Second Plan Second - Third
- (original). Plan Plan -
. i . . (final)

. Public sector investment, 3800 3650 - 6200
Private sector investment - 2400 3100 4000
Total investment (size of i
" plan) ' * 6200 6750 10,200
Public sector-current plan S

expenditure L 1008 - 950" 1050
Public sector outlay (invest-- :
" ment & current- plan ex- .

penditure) 4800 * 4660 7250

In the above table, compa-
rison between the final and
original positions with ~re-
gard to the Second Plan is as
important .as that between
the final position and the tar-
gets for the Third Plan. 1t is
seen that in money. terms,
and therefore even more SO,
in. real terms, the public sec-
tor outlay has fallen short of
the original target; on the
other hand, total investment
has been actually more than
what was anticipated, though
in, real terms they dre per-
‘haps more or less equal. It is
further seen that this has

been ‘made possible by a short .

fall in the public sector in-
vestment being made up by
an-excess in the private sector .
investment. This is. an inter-
esting mater  on which we
shall be commenting at a

- later stage. .

There are however two
commendable features in-

Foreign assistance , accounts

for a mruch higher percentage
of the public sector outlay in
the Third Plan. According to
the table above, the -propor-
tion is 30 per cent.

-Foreign

Assistance

‘' But even this is an under-
statemient, the result of =
clever piece of - statistical
falsification indulged in
with deliberate intent to de-.
ceive the unwary reader.
For, the total foreign assist-
ance to the - public sector
alone is excepted to be RS.
2,100 crores, and not Rs.
2,200 crores as shown in the
table. The difference of Rs.

" 500 erores is required to ac--
-count for the repayment of
external loans falling due
during this peried. Now, re=
_payment of loan ought to be

‘more than this, for there is

Rs. 300 crores of foreign as-
sistance expected  for - the
private sector and - “Rs. 200
crores to build up a buffer -
stock of foodgrains. Even this
last amount ought not to be
kept out of the Plan accounts:
for if the building - up of a
puffer stock. Is considered
essential for the success of
the Plan—as it should be—
then assistance received to
puild it up ought.to be re-
garded -as assistance for - the
Plan. . . :
All in all, thus, foreign
- assistance for the Plan adds
up to Rs. 3,200 crores against
the total of Rs. 11,250 crores
of development expenditure
in both the private and the
public sectors. It constitutes
a significantly higher pro-
portion . (28 per cent) than
in the Second Plan (18 per
cent), for- which foreign
assistance to both the sec-
. tors taken together amounts

" .to about Rs. 1,500 crores

‘only. . . .
Deficit .
Finance

1t is being widely taken as
one of the better features. of
the Plan that deficit financ-

‘ing has been given in it a very
much smaller role. to play

- than in the Second Plan: The
matter however is not so sim= .
ple. Deficit financing is one .

among a number of alterna-
tive means of injecting money
in the economic system; cre-
dit creation through banks
or cooperatives = is another
mode of doing so. There is 2
given quantum of increase in

money- supply that has neces- -

sarily to accompany a given
increase in- overall
tidn level- if the prices-have
1o be. stable. If a higher dose
leads to price

produc- :

‘inflation, & X
smailer. dose leads - to price - !

fall, which is not any more G-

" the pattern of financing the

Third Plan shown above
which deserves to be under-
. lined. This is that the re-
..Ilative increase in the public
sector outlay in the i
Plan over that of the Se-
cond is very . much more
than that for the -private
sector investment. Secondly,
that the shate of - non-in-
vestment current plan ex-
penditure in the total out-
lay is smaller in the Third
Plan than in the . Second.

1t is however doubtful whe- "

ther the first feature men-

tioned above would be pre- .

served intact when the Flan
is actually implemented.

Domestic .
Resources

It is a good thing to have a
big plan, but what proportion
of it is financed with domes-.
tic resources is also 4 very im-
portant consideration.. The
_table alongside compares the
resources position of the Se-
cond Plan with that of the
Third.

‘treated as a normal capital
account of the budget, and

if it is so treated, the do-
mestic resources have to be.

less by that amount. As
such, in the above,
domestic resources have

" been inflated to the extent
of Rs. 500 crores and foreign
assistance deflated to the
dame extent. ‘ )
Thus, the correct position is

that foreign -assistance is to

- aceount for 37 per cent of the -

public sector outlay, as against
26 per cent in.the. Second
Plan. - T
The total amount of foreign
.assistance required is evén

table, "

desirable.’ There 'is _thus ‘al- -

ways the possibility of a cer-
tain volume of deficit financ-
inig being used for develop-
mental purposes. .

~ The Draft Plan calculates
that corresponding to-the in-
crease in production contem-
plated, money supply can be
increased by Rs.
without fear of inflation: yet
only Rs. 550 crores of deficit
financing-is taken account of
for Plan resources. The dif-
ference is kept aside . for
money supply through banks.

Now, this can legitimately
' % SEE PAGE 8

Source

Taxation (surplus over current expenditure)

Loans from public
Small savings - .
Other budgetary sources

Surpluses of public enterprises (mcludmg

railways)
Deficit finance.
Foreign assistance

(Rs. crores) ~*
Second ‘Third
Plan Plan .

(final) (target) -
900 | 2000
..... 800 | 850
380 - 550
: 213, 510
...... 150 59
1ny 550
982 2208
" ag00 7250

-950 crores -
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~ India has now completed nine years of planned

‘development and is preparing the fram

- another quinquennium of planﬁing. '-Rightf;v :l;kthti'sf
time, when she is alsq‘_celebrating the thirteenth an-
miversary. of her attainment of freedom, her people
as well as the policy-makers are taking stock of the
progress mad.e:so far, the difficulties faced in making
it, and the friends who came to their help. Also, now

-that a certain experience

has been gathered they have

to decide as to whose: assistance has been really

worthwhile and how. -

ROGRESS, however, is too
. general a term. A little
~-more production of certain
" inessential commodities can

" also be.put up as an instance .

of progress. But the-real pro-
gress, especially’ for a pre-
dominantly agricultural coun.
try like India, has to be
weighed in terms of its indus-
trialisation. Here, too, it is not
the development of any and
_every industry which can be
equdted with real progress. It
is only the development of
heavy industries-—steel, heavy
engineering. and .fuel-<which
lay the -foundations for sus-
tained progress.

Progress In
Second Plan

India’s record in this sphere,
although not adequate, has
.not been insignificant. Its
steel production has gone up
from 1.0 million tons in 1950-

51 to an anticipated 2.5 .

million tons in 1960. Similarly,
- its aluminium production is

expected to increase from .

3,700 tons in 1950-51 to 17,000
tons in' 1960 - 61.. Amiong
engineering - industries also
cement machinery manufac-

" ture in 1960-61 is expected to -

be of the-value of Rs. 80 lakhs
as against Rs. 34 lakhs in
1955-56, while the value of
sugar machinery, to be manu-
factured in 1960-61, is expect-

" ‘ed to be Rs. 550 lakhs as

against Rs. 19 'lakhs' ab  the
beginning of the Second Plan.
The - value of machine-tools
manufactured in the last year -
of the Second Plan is expec-
ted to be Rs. 550 lakhs as
against Rs. 29 lakhs in the
first yeéar of the First Plan,
progress - in  other

spheres — like = locomotives,

_'diesel engines, electrical goods,

etc., has been equally impres-

"sive. The fact that a good
. part.of this production was in

~the public sector makes it
doubly gratifying.

A motable feature of
‘India’s induostrialisation
during the Second Plan has
been the initiation of 2
programme to create heavy
machine building capacities -
in the public sector. ~ The:
Fo‘rge'Foundry Project and
the Heavy Machine Building
Plants being set” up at
Ranchi with Czechoslovak .
and Soviet assistance res-
pectively are the harbinger
of a new era, when the
eountry will be able to fend
for itself, as' far as. its

- ynachinery reguirements are

concerned. o

. " ‘The Forge Foundry Project,’
for which Czechoslovakia has

given a long-term credit of

Rs. 23.10 crores, will produce -
grey iron, steel castings and

heavy-forgings weighing up to

100 tons. These will be used by-
the heavy-machine -building

plant, being set ‘up by the

Soviet Union, to .-produce
mills, complete
steel plants, cement-making
machines, etc. The USSR will
also be setting up a coal-

Durgapur besides the: second
heavy electrical plant during
the Third Plan. The Czechs
are also assisting in establish-
ing a heavy power equipment
plant for manufacture of

AUGUST 14, 1960

steam. turbo-generators, high-
. pressure -boiler plant and a

heavy machine togl plant.

A lacuna‘in India’s economy
s0.far has been its dependence
‘on foreign sources for its re-
quirements of oil. The three
“majors” in the international
oil kingdom had been supply-

ing oil to it on onerous terms. :

In setting up refineries, too,
?hey ‘had "exacted  the most
inequitous terms, s¢ much so
that in spite of their oil im-
borts being abnormally high
in prices, the Government
.could ' do nothing to impel
them to make it cheaper.
- The past years also wit-
‘nessed the beginning of the
.end of ' this overlordship.
The Soviet Union—with its

wealth of experience in oil -

prospecting and -production
~helped India find its own
qu in Cambay and Ankal-
eshwar. Elsewhere—in Jwala-
mukhi, Hoshiarpur, and in
the Gangetic valley also—its
experts are continuing their
-search for oil. The Soviets
as well as the Rumanians
have also contracted to set
up two public sector refine-
- ries at Barauni ' and .Nun-
mati respectively, which,
when. completed, will enable
the Government fo own
about 34 per cent of the
country’s refining capacity.

Heavy
Hndqstry )

sult of the Soviet Union’s pur-
posive .efforts to. find oil in

~India, and of its offer of oil -

products. and ‘crude- oil at.
cheaper rates has been the
“nervousness” caused among
Westem companies. Compell-
ed -by the. necessity to keep
the Indian market in their
grip, and also by the logic of
glut in the oil market, they
are now vying with each other
in offering token price-cuts..

.

_An Important @éwséimé s
Assistance From Whom 2
» ‘ # by EgSEl\u-»unu

In the main, however, they
have not resiled much from
their earlier rigid . position,
although, with increasing
availability of oil within the
country, and creation of capa-
cities to refine it, they will
find it hard to keep it in
future.

Hm Ihe Private
‘Sector

‘The progress attained by

the country’s ‘heavy industry
hitherto will be continued
during the next five years. The
Draft Outline of the Third
Plan—rejecting the counsels
of despair of Jeremiahs like
Tata, to whom increased steel
output in the public sector
had the prospect of creating a
glut — has recommended a
target of nine million tons of
steel ingots (6.9 million tons
of finished steel) and 1.5
million tons of pig iron. The
forge. foundry project will
deliver its first products
during the Third Plan, which
will also witness the country’s
first machine-tool plant, and

_also probably the first steel.
plant being set up - entirety

with locally produced equip-

B S T S - ment.
A particularly. beneficial re-

, In oil'also.a target of 7.4
million tons of refined pro-
ducts has been set, with pros-

pects of still more ofl gushing -

out of the fields likely to be
discovered during the Plan
period. C s

The Second Plan has thus
bequeathed to the Third a
commendable heritage of
industries in the making,
which, if the present orienta-
tion continues, and the known
failings and shortcomings are

overgdme (which, however, is "
an important political task) .

will surely take the country a
.step mnearer the “take off”
stage. ) : :

India, however, has not
.developed industrially only in
the public sector. In the pri-

" vate sector its progress has
been much.more and that, too, - -
outside the Plan. The private

sector, however, apart from
the TISCO and IISCO, whom
the World Bank gave loans for
de ment, has- mostly been
ceéncerned ' with - creation of
capacities 'in consumers’ and
very often luxury goods. .

Extermal
Assistance -
Emboldened by the vaerﬁ-’

ment’s  tendency to shift its
position in. respect of the

Industrial Policy Resolution, -

the private  sector has also

recently made - its way into °

certain industries which had
been earmarked for the public
sector. In aluminium all the
new- -schemes “have been

assigned to it. In fertilisers & -

sizable part has been earmark-
ed for development by it, and
now it is even aspiring to
make inroads into oil. In all
these - acts of corroding into
the sphere of the public sector
it gets active encouragement
from foreign -investors whom
the Government also placates..

While taking note of this’

_disquieting development it is

necessary to distinguish be-
tween the two types of ex-~
ternal assistance which India .
has been receiving.
The Soviét assistance for
the Bhilai Steel plant is
well-known, ‘as alse the role

f .Me‘e't-You'r" Business Friends -

From All Over The World At The -

_' Gre_at-' Inf;em'afiohal

-8 A
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'Th'e__-'M;etr'oquis »Qf World Trade In The .

<

British rush up with their

proposal to help in-setting -

up .t.he Durgapur .plant. TIts
assistance in oil finding and.

now prodaction, in :heavy °
. machine-building, in drugs

.manufacture and in mecha-

--nisation of coalfields is also

* known. What is mot so-well
‘ .known, however, and is not
" publicised by thé Govern-
- ment so often, is the fact

"that the USSR ‘has also -
been the first to offer assist-
ance for Third Plan pro-

jects. To date this offer
entails about Rs. 180 -crores,
_- a figure which even accord-
‘ing to mewspapers like the

Hindustan Times:is likely to™ .

be increased soon.

Western _

Demand =

- Apart from the USSR, it is
the - Czechoslovak Republic,
Rumania and other Socialist
countries which have helped

to set up basic industries like B

the forgings plant and the ofl
refinery. Rumania’s credit of
Rs. 52 crores and: Czechoslo-~

FEHEBHEEEBODEEBREEOHEE R

" it -played in making the -

vakia’s of R5.23.1 crores.along . - °

-with Yupgoslavia's and Aus-
tria’s are about all that-the
country has got so far for the.

Third -Plan. . In fact, all the - :

projects included in the Draft

Plan with external credits -
assured, except’ two
films project to be set up with
French assistance and’ watch

manufacturing = - project 'in--. '

which the. Japanese are col-

laborating) are ‘those which -

the Soviets and Czechs are

. helping to set up. For the rest
i SEE PAGE 1

.
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give rise to doubt as to the

inﬁention

behind = putting

- ‘$uch a small target for deficit

working
supplied by the

1t is true - that
capital has to be-
bankers to

industries in the private sec=

tor,. but

sacrificing 2. few

hubdred crores from the-Plan

- resources to -enable that ope-
ration smacks ~of a concern
for the private sector that
-does . not altogether agree
with the spirit of a “Socialist
patern of society”.

Of course if the bank credit

is to be used to supply work-

ing capital

to cooperatives,

that would itself be a positive
contribution to the success of
the Plan; but then as -much

- as Rs. 200 crores of the pub- -

" ‘Jie. sector plan resources are
earmrarked as contribution of

the public

sector towards

.- =capital formation in the pri-

.Y vate sector. Hence, it is not

quite clear to. what extent
~ bank credit outside the plan
accounts would be necessary

"~ to finance cooperatives.
" Again, it has been said that
_ 'a large volume of bank ad-
_vances would be necessary to
finance State trading in food-
grains. Now, it is extremely

doubtful that State

trading

in foodgrains on any signifi-
cant scale wiil be started in

course of the Third Plan. No .

“such firm assurance is to be
found anywhere in the Plan.

. Punblic
' .'Ente_‘rpr'ises'

- But even conceding that
" this would indeed take pla-
ce, it would not be necessary
to create new money - to
carry out. its operations, as
the. advances now given to
the traders will be idle and
therefore  available” for the
-purpose and it should also
" pe possible to - mobilise in
seme way or other the work-
.“ing capital privately owned -
by the traders for the Plan.
the
mains that the real signifi-
' cance of the very low figure
set for deficit financing lies
_in an anxiety for the wel-
"fare of the private sector,

" and that it might lead, ot

_ even to industrial develop-
ment in the private sector,.
. but merely to its

fied.

For the first time in Indian -

planning surpluses 'of pl}h]ic
enterprises occur as an item
in the resources budget for

* _the public sector plan. Re-

investment of profit has been
the classic source of develop-
mental finance jn all deve-
loped countries, whether capi-
talist or Socalist. ’
“In India, however, until

.. the ‘end of the Second Plan,

the public sector did not have
any profit-making enterprises
making any significant volu-
me of profit. The wailways, of
course, constituted an excep-
tion. The railways contribut-

- ed Rs. 150 crores to the Second

_Besides that, I
are expected from the other -

‘Plan resources and are ex--

pected to contribute the same
to that of the Third Plan.
Rs. 440 crores

" industries set up in the.pub-

lic sector in the Second Plan.
. 'This is an item of resour-
ces mobilisation in the true
spirit  of developmental
planning and deserves to be
hailed as such. It is, how-
ever, open to serious doubt
" whether this figure really
represents the maximum
.contribution that can be ob-
tained from fhis sounrce.
Public enterprises in India,
.even in industries, are rul
more on bureaucratic lines
" . than on business principles.

PAGE EIGHT -

. suspicion re- -

specula- "
tive activities being intensi- -

_ We are not in a position 10,
establish’ here and now that
it is so but that it'is true of -
the railways is well known
and requires no emphasis. The
railways have become 2 white
elephant in’ India, eating up -
an extremely disproportionate
share of the tatal investment
funds and yielding net re-
turns at rates much below
what might be expected from
a - commercial .enterprise.
Maximisation of lus gene-
ration has never been & cri-
terion in railway planning, or
for that matter in transport
planning in general.

Higher Yield
Possible

" 1f it was, the pattern of
transport development would

“have been very different from

what it is now. Freight dis-
.tances would have been. cut
short :.by judialous location of
industries and mines in con-
centrated industrial zones or
belts, railroad coordination
would have been introduced in
practice ‘and not merely on
paper; ~inland navigation
would have been more seri-
ously taken and coastal ship- .
ping given further attention.
None .of these things are
taking place; the railways are
expanding their empire, irres-’
pective of economic consider-
ations under the strong pres-
sure of the bureaucratic
vested interests linked with
the system. That the indus-
trial enterprises in the public.
sector could at least be rea-
sonably expected to yield fur- .
ther profits finds confirmatiqn
in the fact that in earlier in-
ternal papers of the Planning
Commission on  resources,
much higher figures were set
against this item.

While even more than

set-up of the econoniy is be-
ing contemplated. . . - -

1t may be estimated = that
the total  non-plan Govern-
ment expenditure (on revenue
account) -at: the Centre and
in the States, has been during
the years of the Second Plan
of the order of Rs. .5,000
crores. As the revenue receipts
have left a surplus of Rs. 900
crores, the total receipts (on
revenue account) may be pla-
ced at Rs. 5900 crores. Now
the target of a surplus of Rs.
2,000 crores: in the revenue
account during the Third Plan
period implies that the total
revenue reecipts . during the

- period must be- of the order
- of Rs. 9,500 crores. That is be-

cause the non-plan expendi-.

- ture with revenue account will

have to go up from the level
of Rs. 5,000 crores to that of
Rs. 1,500 crores; about Rs.
1,000 crores by way of normal
growth in administrative ex-
penditure and another Rs.
1,500 crores to maintain the
different non-profit-making
public establishments brou-
ght into existence by the
Second Plan. The Second
Plan has spent Rs. 950 crores .
over their maintenance: Al-

lowing for the increase in the
tempo of plan activities over
a five-year period, it may. be.
assumed that the maintenan=
ce expenditure during-the last
year of the Plan will be Rs.
300 crores. Maintenance ex-

it is within the bounds of
practicability to Taise re-.
sources - of such .magnitude

- through the usual budgetary
channels. But we shall com-

ment on that after having re-
viewed the position of the
private sector. '

Private Sector

Resounrces

. Statistics relating fo the
private sector resources are
extremely poor—so poor that
one cannot but wonder what
sort of planning is possible on
the basis of such flimsy data.
A comparison of the original
expectations -and final esti-
mates are instructive. Private
capital formation in agricul- -

ture was originally expected to -

be Rs. 275 crores. Now it is ex-
pected to be Rs. 675 crores,
which is no less than about 24
times the original estimate.

" Again, the original expecta-
tion of private capital forma.
tion in transport and small-
scale industries Wwas. Rs.- 85
crores and Rs. 100 crores res-.
pectively. The present estl-
mates are Rs. 135 crores and.
Rs. 225 crores respectively.

_While: - these are statisti-
cal ~errors of estimation,
_the divergence with res-

pect to the “large-scale in-
dustries and mining” sector

‘are significant in a different

way. There are 1o statistical

3 . )

between' the two Plans is of
the order of 25 per.cent, tax

receipts are being expected to

go up by. about 60 per cent,’
loans and small
about 45 per cent, and at the
same time private capital
fornmiation in industries and
transport by about 50 per cent.
The percentage of increase
in either of the three cases is
significantly: higher than that

"in income. There is, therefore,

no possibility * of a sharp’
increase in one of the three
ways of disposing of non-
consumed_income being com-.
pensated by a relatively smail

increase in one of the other

ways. .
That means that the,
above scheme of financing

the Plan is possible only by .

forcefully - repressing - the
rate of personal consump-
tion (and not necessarily the
. absolute level of comsump-.
tion). The Plan, however,
keeps = conspicuously silent

about the sections of the °
population whose rate of .
‘consumption - is -

personal

thus to be depressed.. Herein
.'lies the secret of the shy-

ness of the planners with
respect to the taxation
policy to be followed, the
explanation for the air of
magic enveloping the entire
discuassion.

It will, however, be natural
for the ordinary reader to
guess the class that will be’
called upon to make sacrifices
to the national cause. During

the last five years, yield from .

Central direct taxes has gone

' . : . ' ' | g up only by 25 per cent
Bﬂmmswﬁe BES‘DWBCE whereas that from Excise

WILL COME FROM

duties has done so by 100 per
cent. The figures are tell-tale,
though it is true that Excise
duties, do not by any means
impinge only on the masses.

How will the Government

proceed to achieve ‘the desired

. the target quantity of re-
sources could be expected to
be realised from the public
enterprises, it is doubtful
whether the projections.
made with regard to the
other budgetary resources
can be seriously- taken,

penditure - during the next

five years will have to be at-

this annual rate. It is thus
that the figure of Rs. 1,500
crores is arrived at.

The other figure of Rs. 1,000

crores is not. at all overpit- .

ched. As a matter of fact this

namely receipts for Plan - amount would be made neces-

through taxation, loans to
Government, ete.

Budgétary_
Resoureces

Contribution to the public
sector plan resources from
these items is expected to
amount to. Rs. 3,910 crores,
whereas the corresponding
figure for the Second Plan is’
nearly Rs. 2,000 crores’ (after
making allowances of the
PL 480 rupee ‘deposits . used
for subscribing loans to Go--
.vernment), so that the con-
tribution to the Flan
these sources is expected In
‘the Third Plan to be twice
that in .the Second- Plan.

Whether this projection is
dependable or not.  requires
careful examination, For, one
would think that at a time
when' the national income is
expected to grow at-the rate
of five per cent per annum
only, ‘budgetary surplus over
non-plan  expenditure
hardly be expected to double
itself in so short a time, espe-
cially as no basic changes in
‘econolrde policy nor any im-
portant reorganisation of any
aspect -of the institutional

from -

can .

sary by the sheer operation of
the famous Parkinson’s law.
A very much larger allocation
would have to be made for
non-developmental expendi-
ture - if the sabre-rattling In-
dian militarists and _reac-
tionaries can win the ddy and
impose burdens of a heavy
defence programme.

60 Per Cent
Imerease '

Rs. 9,500 crores thus cor-
responds to the minimum

revenme yield - compatible

with resources targets set.
But this in itself consti-
tutes a 60 per cent increase
over the yield over the
Second Plan period. This is
a measure of the effort re-
quired on the taxation
front. Receipts on the. capi-
tal account (including pro-
_ yident - fund, - betterment

~ levies, etc.) also are expect-

ed to imcrease by ‘140 per
cent, but it is difficult fo
know what it really implies,
for the. different ifems of
re_ceipts'aqd their relative
importance are not explain-
. ed in detail. . . v
The question arises whether

NEW AGE

obscuritles_regarding this sec-
tor which is highly organised
and y;horoughly documented.
This reflects an ignorance of
the private sector on the part
of the planners which has no
objective justification.

Private sector industrial-
jsts .and  -capitalists have
been, until recently, perpe-
tually complaining that
they were being strangled
by the taxation measures of

" the ‘Government. It now
turns ouat that they have
actually managed to invest
inore than what they them-
selves thought they would
be able to invest (for targets..
for the private sector
investments are nothing but.

. the private sector’s own

. estimates!) : ,
While the total investment

target for the private sector

for the Third Plan is not dis- g

proportionately above that for
the Second Plan, those for &
certain number of sectors are
extremely high. Thus, the tar-
gets for small and village
industries, large-scale indus-
tries and mines and transport
are 50 per cent above those for
‘the Second Plan. '

We can now face the ques-
tion whether it is feasible to
raise domestic resources to
the extent envisaged in the
Plan. There is, of.course, no’
question of impossibility but
‘there does not seem to be any
way of achieving the purpose
_within the present framework
of public finance. While the
‘average increase in income

rate of personal consumption,
especially if it is to be the

. broad mmasses: wWho are going .

to be subjected to the treat-
ment?
‘method of : the Expenditure
Tax, "of course. There are
various weapons - in the
_armoury ~of the - Finance
Minister, besides deficit
financing.
making full use of all the
weapons available, he cannot
guarantee that the target for
domestic resources .will be
attainable. B
That does not mean that
the Plan will not be “fulfilled”.

After all, it-is always possible .

to raise whatever quantity of

resources one likes if one is -

not too particular about the
prices being stable. Also, any
gap can be filled up with fur-
ther doses of -foreign assist-

nce. .

1t is, therefore, not possible
to say with certainty that the
resources will not be raised.
There is, however, one thing
that ‘can be said with cer-
tainfy and that is that the
Plan - cannot . expect to

achieve any better success In " |

_setting the Ccountry. on
the path ‘of = self-generating
growth than the Second Plan
‘was in lquidating the un-
employment problem. It in-
deed calls for courage as well
as an obnoxious sense - of

.savings by.

amount of depression of the

Not by the gentle ®

But even after .

humour. to. promise to lead’ B

%e country to self-sufficiency

rough a plan that necessi- -

tates . such dependence. O

- foreign’ assistance. -
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.lows: -

by the Seco
India in the

: 'Thoidug:é,! unpalatable are some‘ of the ‘fdctsbreuea:lle'd»
Agricultural Lab ;

under the auspices of the Mifkistrywr Enquiry, conducted

ear 1956-57. It so

Labour, Government
ppens, however, that

the results of this very big survey undertake
years ago are still to gee the Ui htjofuthe_ day,nhzziz‘;g[l%ls%

- ttheir way to the world in the.

rinths of the Cabi

- Secretariat, the ‘Mim‘stry of Labour and the Planning Com-

. ission.
HE first non-official refer-
L. ence. to this survey was
made by Professor D. R. Gadgil

: in his contribution to the Papers

of the Panel = of Economists of
the P)anning Commission.

In that paper Professor Gadgil
has characterised the consequ-
ences of -the ‘Socialistic labours
in planning - undergone by the
Government - of India and the
Planning - “Commission, as fol-

. “Whereas there appears to
have been some
per eapita national income
during’ the period, the results

_of this have _ been evidently -

. gpread ‘'very - umevenly over
society and the economy. The
cities have. -profited as com~
pared - with the agricultural
regions. Among the agricul-
stural regions, the rich agri-

"cultural regions have done

- well but not so the poor ones,
and in all agricultural regions

it is -only . the top farmer

strata, that appear to have
" made any net improvement in
. their ~position. Agricultural
labour has distinctly deterio-
rated in its position and this
most -probably is what has
happened also to the rural
. artisan. industry and. casual
lgbour and labour: employed
in unorganised industry, trade
~and transport. Even the earn~
ings of factory labour have
not made any significant pro-

- gress if.1959 is'compared with-".
1951, The salariat which next.

to labour is important in the
_cities appears to be in a
stagnant _even - perhaps a
slightly difficult position. It
is only the trader and indus-
triglist who appear to have
‘done kctmsiste,ntly well and
among them the larger and
those in the largest cities with
the largest organised. business

appeared to have done the

best.” o

‘Marx Had

Said

“Thus spake, too, not Zarathu-

« stra, but Karl Marx in the-year

of our Lord 1867
- affer

increase in-

o
seven years
. the publication of the
Origini of Species, when he en-'
unciated the two fundamental
laws of relative and absolute
impoverishment of the labour-
ing people governing the pheno-
mena of capitalist development
in the era of early accumulation -
and the industrial revuluﬁoﬁ.

A fool-proof -quod érrat de-
monstrandum of these two laws

- immanent in contemporary “So- -

cialistic” India would require a
proper scheme of national in-.
come ‘accounting-and-estima~
tion-procedure that would make

importance of assessing the ful-
filment of the Directive Princi-
ples of the Constitution embo-
died in the objective of reduc-
tion of inequality avowed in the
economic programmes of the
Government and - the
party, we choose to present
hereunder some of the most im-
portant indicators of the econo-

mie solvency—or insolvency, as-

one may like to put it—of agri-
cultural labourers in India, who
have been said to be the con-
stant inhabitants of the fringe
of beggary in the countryside
since the subject called Indian
Economics was born.

-'The -indicators chosen here

“‘are average total employment
. (agricultmal plus non-agricul-.
- tural plus self-employment) in

days per year head of male .and

female agricultural labour, wage’

rate in annas per head per day
of agricultural operations, ave-

rage annual income of agricul- -
in rupees per.

tural labour

ruling .

2

tion in which the economiic posi- .

tion of agricultural labour has
moved between 1950-51 and’
1956-57. The First -Agricultural
Labour Enquiry, 1950-51, adop=
ted the criterion of -more than
50 per cent of the labour time
of a rural ap_-ictiltur'al family
being spent -on agricultural
wage labour as the condition for.
categorising. such a family as an
agricultural - - labour : family,
whereas = the Second . Enquiry,
1956-57, adopted the criterion of
more than 50 per cent of family
income originating in -agricul-
tural labour for categorising an
agricultural “labour family as
such. . : -

Extraordinary.

Worsening

It is possible that due to this-
change in definition a certain
fall in.the proportion of agri-
cultural labour families among

. threshhold

agricultural '. labour but. earn
less than 50 per cent of their
income through such labour, and

-that the rejection of such fami-

lies from the universe of agri-
cultural ‘labour 'in_the- Second
Enquiry depresses employment

and income of agricultural lab- . .

our, itself cries '~ aloud for a
thorough , overhaul of the pro-
perty-structure  in agriculture-
and the need for distributing
land to the landless,

Above all;, such a possibility . '

indicates -a historical -tendency

in Indian agriculture which is:. T
diametrically oppdsed to what ™ -

happened "in countries’ on the
} of the agricultural
revolution involving rapid deve-
lopment of capitalism in agri-
culture, i

a manner. that agrichltural lab-
ourers no longer preferred to be*

_poor peasants or tenant farmers. .
Lenin noted this'in Russia in his -
famous comparison of the status. |

AGRICULTURAL LABOUR ENQUIRY
ALATABLE FACTS

REVEALS_UNP

it possible t6 undertake a full-
scale analysis of distribution.of .
income by classes. And, that is
not possible so long as the white
papers on national income re-
main what they are, namely,
useless, as the famous Ameri-
can expert on Naﬁonaljl’ncdi:ne,‘
Professor Simon Kuzets, is
alleged to have said in his re-
poFt on India’s National Income
Estimates submitted to . the :
Government of India some two
‘years ago. . L

In pursuing his thesis of in-
creasing inequality all around-—
between regions as well as bet-
ween. classes—Professor Gadgil
Had to content himself jwith-
mainly secondary and inferen-
tial evidence. ' As  regards the
position of - one of the major
classes in India, ile. agricultural
labour, comprising more than a
fourth of the rural population °
of the country, he made indirect

" use of the results of the Second

Agricultural Labour Enquiry.
The Third Plan  Draft-makers,
too, refer cryptically to this en-
quiry but, fail to muster suffi-
cient courage to come out with
some ‘of the results. )

In view of the extraordinary -

family, - average outstanding
debt in rupees per indebted
agricultural labour family and
proportion of agricultural labour
families in debt. The figures of
the two agricultural labour
enquiries 1950-51 and - 1856-57
are presented for each indicator
in Table I (se below).

‘Cl?nanges In
Six Years

Due to'a difference in the de-

finition of an agricultural labour
family as adopted in the two.

surveys, the figures are not
strictly comparable, as also be-
cause of the subsequent reorga-
nisation. of States some change
in the regional breakdowns has
taken place. That is why figures
for South India and Northwest
India are pot presented by
States. Further, in the Second
Agricultural'. Labour Enquiry,

figures for South India do mot .

include those for Mysore and
Coorg.

Notwithstanding such anoma-
lies, the changes noticed are
large enough to warrant a firm
conclusion as-regards the direc-

all rural families has teken
place befween the -two sur~
veys. And thut is because agri- -
cultural labour may fetch Tess
income  per. unit-of. labour-
time than self-employment in
" agriculture,’ s0 that a family
- 4phich spends more than 50°

per cent of the labour-time in '

agricultural labour and is
categorised as such. in- _the
. First Enguiry may be earning
. less than 50 per cent of its in~
come through that and- is,-
therefore_, not -categorised as
such in the Second Enquiry.
This may -also be responsible
somewhat for the extraordinary
worsening: evidenced by all the
indicators in the table present-
ed. However, the fall in the pro-
portion of agricultural labour of
the order of four to five per-cent
due to such. definitional ano-
maly is not likely to account for
the very large variations in the .
indicators of employment, wage, -
income and indebtedness.- -
* Moreover, the very possibility
that self-employment . as poor

" peasant may be fetching . a-

higher. income per unit of lab-
our-time for a‘certain fringe of
agricultural labour . households
who spend most of their time in’

= FROM. OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

-

-of the horsel&s wage labburer'

with that of the one-horse-poor

peasant. Professor Unwin noted .-

this in England in the 16th and
17th centuries. - Len

" AWl indications, therefore,

Pbi?l_t toward ~the conclusion:
that. @ generdl ' retrogression ’
ha.s_ taken place in the econo- "~
mic status of agricultural la-

bour between. 1950-5¢ aend . -

1956-57. AR
Wage
Rate.

Lasfly, while 'income and em-
- ployment and even indebtedness

may be somewhat affected as
above by the definitional ano-
rhaly, it should be clearly noted
that the wage rate is not affected

‘by. any such anomaly referring

as it does to the wage rate per ’
day o:‘agricultural labour per-
formed. ¢ - .

We shall now turn to a’consi- -
dération of the table itself with
the help of the following sum- "
mary table (Table II). indicat-
ing the percentage increase (+)
or decrease (—) in the few in-

« SEE PAGE 18 -
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cultw namely, that the in-
come-scales got oriented in such
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- officiat production

. One usg@ﬂi‘ expects the draft of a new Five-
Year Plan to start on its course of presenting before

- the country the programme for the next quinquen-

jum with a thorough-going evaluation of the achie-
.vements and failures, if any, of the preceding plan-

ericd. This is a measure of the seriousness with
which the planning authorities look upon their own
~work and expect others to. :

T HE Second Five-Year Plan
Draft outline was, at least,
not- quite oblivious of this

minimum requirement. The -

present draft outline, how-
ever, ‘marks itself out in the
unusually cavalier attitude
exhibited in its treatment of
this necessary aspect of plan-
ning work, namely, evalua-

- tion. The Planning Commis-

sion, in this particular case,
has thought it wise fo wash
_its hands of 'this obligation by
dangling before the people a
series -of - production figures
“only. :

- Dificulties Of

Evalaation

° For the writer on the agra- .
_-rian” part of the Plan, how-

ever, it becomes an altogether
thankless job to evaluate
either the achievements or

* ' . thé targets-in terms of grosS

production figures only. And,

that is because of two reasons:

- First, notwithstanding the
cryptic footnotes to the tables
-of  agricultural = production
stating- that “estimates ~of
production adjusted for
.changes in stdtistical cover-

" age, ete., up to-1956-57”, one:
- does ‘not know how they have

been made so, nor what “up to
- 1956-57"
{rom 1956-57 onward or from
1956-57 backward. This -be-
. comes a matter of crucial im-
portance, because .in evaluat-
ing the rise in production, it
is . absolutely = necessary to
know - the - contribution of
.increasing statistical coverage
in increasing agricultural pro-
duction! Since -production of
more statistics is not equiva-
lent to production of more
-foodgrains, and since the ab-
" solute production figures and

- "the index of production publi-

shed by the Monthly Abstract
.of Statistics of the Govern-
"ment of India are known io
behave in wildly contradictory
ways, it is necessary to know

clearly what has been done

about “India’s Elusive Agri-

cultural Output”, shown up as -

such so .devastatingly by Dr.
Daniel Thorner- in his article
bearing this -name in the
Economic Weekly,

.evaluation of a programme,
including the credibility of the
figures,
depends so much on informa-
:tion regarding the entire
agrarian structure which deci-
gively governs the actual
operation of ‘the production-
‘system, that the beatifically
innocent ‘statement of the
Planning Commission that it
is unable- to provide any

evaluation of the legislations "

‘because the State Govern-
ments and the Panel on Land
Reforms have not yet spoon-
fed it on what to say, becomes

" in effect an exceptionable dis-
‘avowal of the responsibility of
evaluation. - ) '
The - disavowal becomes

all’ the more reprehensible ‘

in view of the virtual aban-
donment of all pledgesiin

4

means, — whether- A
- uncertainties

Annual
. Number, -January 1960.
) Secondly, in agriculture the -

' December 19, 1959,

regard “to reform of the
property-structure in agri-
culture in- the policy-
recommendations which are,
in fine, nothing more than

a mere promise. to carry

. into effect the legisla-
tions already undertaken in
course of the Second Plan.
Moreover, one is really

amazed at this wonderful

smugness in regard to -the
agrarian structure in view of
the fact that the agricultural
situation has. been causing the
greatest worry and is. being

used both by foreign and .

‘Indian Big Business, from the

. World Bank down to the cap-

tains of Free Enterprise, to
plough under the very scheme
of industrialisation. Even from
their ' own production-figures

it transpires that the 75

million tons of foodgrains
“likely” to be achieved in
1960-61, is still short of -the
target by six per cent and is
even less than the initial
targets which subsequently
underwent upward revision to
reach the .80.5 million tons

mark. ) -
“Without = reviewing  the
entire .. agrarian situation,

.therefore, .it makes no sense

to set)the target for the Third

Plan to the .100-105 million -

tons range—not a very small
range to .choose “because of
- inherent in
agriculture”—when the - re-
quirement of 110 million tons
of foodgrains estimated by
the Ford Foundation Team-
was used by them as‘a “stra-
tegy of terror” to roll back

the priority of industrial pro---
- gress in our Plans.

Agricultural’

Defeat

In view of the inability of

the Planning Commission to

provide us either with an
evaluation of the reforms or
with the method of computa-
tion and compilation of pro-
‘duction figures -or with any
other background material
which might . enable us to
arrive at an independent
estimate of the situation, we
choose to start our appraisal
of the ‘Third Plan prospects

with an assessment of the -

current situation made in an
article published in the New
Statesman .and Nation, dated
by Pro-
fessor Rene' Dumont who
had first-hand information of
«India’s Agricultural Defeat”,

. while working as a member-of
UN. Commission for’

‘the
evaluating Community Deve-
lopment schemes in India.
Dumont writes, “Like the
Ford experts, I regard the pre-
sent situation as tragic. But to

‘abandon industrialisation will’

solve nothing—on the con-

- trary. To plan wisely we must

first examine what has gone

‘wrong. ... The chief obstacles,
in fact, are not natural but .

human.” .

. The Government’s way of

_ tackling the human obsta-
cles is mainly through the

_Community Projects whose

" main function according to
Dumont, has in effect boiled
down to dishing out quotas
of conspicuous welfare for

the “kulaks” of our country-.

side: “In the first.village 1
visited in the Punjab, near
Nilokheri—a show Dplace
evidently—the streets were
paved with bricks, so that
visiting bureimcrats would

no longer get their feet .

muddy. But, there was no

sign of a drainage scheme— .

the bottleneck of agricul-

tural production—and no

plans to start one” Thus,

“comfort” of the privileged

“has been given priority

over production.” ;

In the face of such damning
criticisms, the Third Plan
authors have found it neces-
sary to admit that the Com-
munity. Projects “did not pro-
vide- adequately for the less

privileged sections of: the
village . community.” They
assure, however, that wé

shall have better luck ‘next
time, that the resources of
Community Projects are to be
devoted “more in the -direc-

. tion of assisting the less pri-

vileged sections.”

Only Way

Out Of RBut

One does not quite realise

how this is going to come
nor . do the Plan- -
framers enlighten us on the -

about,

ways. and means they have in

mind. One can, however, pre-
dict. with .complete .assurance,
ijn view of  the  experience .’

of pre-independence British
attempts at rehabilitating

.agriculture in this country

that, no amount of pump-
priming of technical resources,
projects and proposals from

medium-size Fergusson Trac-'

tors down to fertilisers, irriga-
tion, “Japanese methods” and

sanitary latrines can stop the-

rot in the countryside, unless
the modes of property relation
and distribution - and the
forms of employment of
labour - power

radical overhaul.

_As Dumont says: “After

independence, the first land-

reform was .the abolition of
the. feudal lords, the zamin-
dars. To begin with, the
operation of this law, which

provided full compensation -

proved very expensive—money
having.to come out of funds
otherwise available for pro-
ductive investment. Moreover,

tain a large part of his lands,
often -through a -so-called

voluntary renunciation of the

sharecroppers. He is also their
banker.... Laws were then
passed with - the - object of
limiting rents.... In virtually
all cases the regulations were
a dead letter.... Unlike the
European shareecroppers, the
indian pays for all production
costs. He pays for the manure
used _in the Japanese method
of rice growing while the
landlord  gets ~ the surplus
harvest for nothing. The
sharecropper has learnt his
lesson.... The First Plan
accomplished - many major
irrigation schemes. e pea~-
sants have not built any side-
canal to bring the water to
their fields.” ' '

Thus, to get at the root of
our ‘agricultural defeat’ one
should reckon with the per-
petuation of a " properiy

undergo &

structure that -absorbs all
benefits of. developmental
expenditure for a very small
minority of _, substantial
% landholders unwilling to un-
="dertake productive invest-
. ments, while at theother
" pole of the same structure
innumerable ecomomic and

non - economic constraints -

combine to smothér the
initiative and ability . of

. actmal tillers.of the soil so .
much so that -even after a-

decade of pelifical indepen-
" dence there are no signs of

. an .-agricultural revolution -

through unhindered efforts
and  achievements of the
- working peasantry. It is the
lesson of histery, however,
that the modal - aspect  of
land reforms consists in un-

leashing the vital potentiali- .

ties of the working peasan-
try. - . S :

Root
Cause

"Tracking déwn the human

forces in the course of depar- -

ture from agricultural back-

wardness, emancipation of the

working peasantry would un-

- mistakably stand out as the:
most significant source of pro--

gress along the democratic
path. - Whatever may be the

importance of the first enclo-

sures of the 15th century and.
the- final enclosures . of -.the
18th century as ‘sensational
highlights of English agrarian
history, marking respectively
the beginnings of mercantile

supremdacy. and the final
triumph of the upper bour-
geoisie over the yeomanry, we

have to look for the -trail of

productive achievements cul-

minating in the Agricultural’
-Revolution, . in ~the diligent,

continuous, steady and un-
conspicuous efforts by genera-

tions of working peasants

during the three .centuries in
between the two landmarks of
the enclosure movement.

Foreign

Experience

‘the zamindar was able to re-

For the benefit of those
Anglomaniac
Congress ~planning who are
not prepared, in their intellec-

tual slavery, "to look beyond “"

the limits of ~Anglo-Saxon

_history in taking their lessons-
. in economic progress, we Dro-.
‘pose to draw their attention

to these facts which consti-

tute, be it noted, the immortal.

saga of popular initiative .on
the. bones of which the haven
of bourgéois democracy has
gone up. While at an earlier
stage of feudal decline the
brave heroes of the Peasant’s
Revolt.of 1381 had been the
precursors of those humble
architects of the agricultural
revolution, the ideals of Mile

End and Smithfield were car--
_.ried .over, contained and deve-
loped in the ‘good oldcause”
. of the Levellers and Diggers

whose programme, though. lost
in the. seventeenth century

ideologues of: -

wgas one for.three centuries
rather than for a single Par-
liament.” . : :

The French counterpart of

this programme for centurles-

found .expression  in. the

" Jacobin ideal of small peasant
. economy and diffusion of large

estates.

Lenin’s
Programme

Heralded by. the Anabaptist

manifesto in 1534 in the Ger- -

man city of Munster, the re-

“volutionary initiative of the

working, peasantry- found its

‘final consummation in. the

programmatic distinction that
Lenin made between two types
of development in agriculture,
in the character and sequence
of transition ‘from °feudal-
ism. The essential difference
petween the two paths
consists in the transformation
of the technical and -social
base of agriculture from below,
with the bulk of the agricul-

turists transformed into mid-

dle ‘peasants  through- the
break-up of large -estates,
through the first path, the

American path; or alternately, -

in the transformation from

the top of the large estates-
into modern large capitalistic -

farms with gradual elimima-

"tion of the working peasatt, -

advocated by Lenin for the

' Russian - Secial . Demoeratic
had been .
based .on the objective of
development along the first -
path and that-in due course

Labour Party

furnished the directive prin-

ciples for ‘the first Decree on

Land .of the; Soviet Govern-
. ment  after the ‘Socialist

 Revolution. The same pro-.
gramme formed the basis of -

the Three Principles of Dr.
Sun Yat-sen,

. incorporated _in- the- first
- Agrarian Reform Laws: of
_the People’s: Republic of
China, -echoes ‘of = which
could be : heard in - the
.‘National Planmning = Com-
mittee’s - Recommendations
of the . ’thirties.
its' Chairman: Jawaharlal
Nehru’s voice was not yet
' quite .mufiled by - the ex-

decisions with -the-  vested
_interests entrenched in his
_party -and. the . State Gov-
- ernments. o

Karachi |
Resolution -
- Not that the voice of the

National Congress was quite
elear, even. then. And it may

‘be worthwhile to recall, in
brief, on -the occasion -of the
anniversary .of our: independ. -
ence and of the debacle.on the.
agrarian front; the drift and -

oscillations on the question of

agrarian reform which- have.

‘bedevilled our national leader-
ship. since the Karachi days.

EFO

agrarian programme. .

which was-
. bedily carried over and.

when.

igencies of ‘squaring Cabinet .

‘gramme
consummation in the Recom-

The session of the National

. Congress- which adopted . the

resolution of full -Independ-
ence also recognised the need
for “a revolutionary change in
the present: economic and
social structure.”

The Resolution on Funda-
mental Rights and the Econo-
mic Programme gdopted -at.
‘Karachi stated that, “labour
was tp be freed from serfdom
and “conditions bordering on
serfdom,” .that, “substantial -
reduction in agricultural rent-
or revenue paid by the pea-
santry together .with. exemp-
tion for uneconomic holdings”
was to. be undertaken, and
that “progressive income-tax
was to be imposed on agricul-
tural income- above a, fixed

‘minimum.” -

In the followirig session. of
the AICC in .Bombay in 1931,

_ the -Karachi Resolution was

adopted and - elaborated in-
corporating ‘among  other
things the clause that “the
system’ of land tenure and re-
venue and rest shall be re-
formed. -and an equitable
adjustment made of the
burden on agricultural land.”
. Soon, however, did show
up the other face-of the
then national leadership.
The Working Committee
hastened - to assare the
zamindars- in- a resolution
adopted on January 1, 1932,
that the “no-rent proposals

. were.in no way aimed at
them but ‘that they repre-
sent. an . economic necessity

_for the peasantry which is
kpnown  to be half-starved.
and at present  snifering
from unprecedented econo-
mic distress” and that “the
Working Committee; there-
fore, appeals -to all landed
or monied classes to help the
- Congress” Again, im - a_
Working Committee Resolu-
tion of June 1934, the
Karachi Resolution was sub-
ject to further erosion:
“confiscation and class war
are contrary to the Con-
gress creed of non-violence.”

Eo;égﬁr’ess L
Practice

" Directed at the rising forces’
of the Left ‘inside the Con-
gress and the country as 2
whole in _the -—’thirtiés, these
attempts to stem the tide of

“radicalisation of the National-
- Platform of Economic FPro-

gratame ‘could not -prevent
the furthér evolution of ‘the
agrarian ~ programme. The -
Lucknow and Falzpur sessions
of the National Congress bore
testimony -to the most com-
prehensive - documents- on a
thoroughgoing agrarian pro-
which - found = its

mendations of thé National
Planning- Committee on Land -
Policy and Agricultural
Labour. : i
Notwithstanding dll these
programmatic exercises, how-

_ever, the Congress Ministries’

which came to power in the

Provinces under the Govern-

- ment-of India-Act, 1935, Wwent

merrily trampling underfoot

Z-all their pre:election -pledges

to the peasantry.. It may be

- recalled that the ‘issue of -

Right and the Left inside the’
Congress was actually related
to the fact of peasant strug-

gles in the Provinces under.

the rule of Congress Minis-
tries. . - Co
However, the Recommenda-
tions of the National Plan-
ning Committee on Land
Policy remain -a memorable
landmark, yet unsurpassed, in
the annals of the battle for
land to the tiller in this coun-
‘try. 'This programme came
nearest- to.what Lenin- would
call ‘g consistent programme
of - revolutionary - bourgeois
democracy, namely, nation-

alisation of land in the sense -

of abolition of- absolite rent..
In a way the National Plan-
ning Committee in its fervour
went even a step further.” It
recommended = that - “the .
ownership in all forms of
natural wealth must belong to
and vest absolutely in the peo-
ple of India collectively,” and .
that “after the coming into
effect of the Plan, there must
be no rights of inheritance in
any of these forms of natural
wealth.” Almost simultane-
ously, the action had its
inevitable reaction. In an
amendment it was noted that
“in such cooperative, private .

., ownership of land will con-

tinue”. -
It is, nevertheless, a far cry

-from these fuli-throated re-

commendations to the insidi-
ous polemics of -the -Draft
Outline of the First Five-Year
Plan against nationalisation’
of land, and the clause of

compulsory compexisation_,
payments in the Constitution
—notwithstanding Gandhiji’s

-famous words to Louis Fischer

in June 1942 in answer to-the .
latter’s question on whether

zamindars would be compen- -

sated. Gandhiji said: “No,.
that would be fiscally im-
possible.... The peasants
would take the land. We would
not have to tell them to take
it. They would take it.”.

Sleight ©Of

Hand - o

The peasants did not take

‘the -land. And, therefore, the

cavaliers of ‘the First Five-
Year Plan raised the bogy of
nationalisation of peasant
proprietorship itself by dis-
connecting the act of acquisi- -
tion . of ' intermediary -rights
from automatic conferring of -
proprietory rights on the
actual tiller—the man behind
theé plough—which - is the
essence of nationalisation. By
a sleight of ‘hand, nationalisa-
tion’ of intermediary rights
was made not to mean dis-
tribution of land to the tilier,
so that acquisition of inter-
mediary rights was separat-
ed in.time from tenancy-
reform while the Constitu-
tion of India mortgaged thé-
peasantry to-redemption and

‘compensation-payments. -

Fraught with the separa-
tion of acquisition from dis-
_tribution of land rights, the
right to compensation and

. the right to resumption
granted - to- large land-
holders, the legislations

.undertaken ‘during 1947-54

imerely resulted in effecting
the legal demise of the top-
most layer of intermediaries
who were in any ecase

. already on the wane, while.

leaving intact and indeed
strengthening the “interests-
ladder”
‘stratum. The working pea-
santry seemed to have
bargained only for evictions
because they mnot only did
not simply “take the lamd”
as Gandhiji said but left
Gandhiji's followers with
the choice to “give” them
the land.

Paﬁweriul .
Force

And that is because the
followers,. - in ~ their turn,

included not only the surviv-

ing spokesmen of the National
Planning Committee’s tradi-
tion but also the more “prac-
tical” - spokesmen of those at
_the Helm of that “interests-

ladder” in the Indian rural’

-economy, who had been
emerging as the most powerful
force .in ~the  countryside
throughout the  inter-war
period, who had become de
‘facto rulers in course of the
inflationary speculative bouts
during and after the Second
World War, and who now,
thanks to the post-independ-
ence legislations, come out as
.de jure rulers also both inside
and outside the Congress fold.

“It. is the rise of this force
on the Indian rural scene to

" which is attributable the re-

fusal of the Congress policy-
makers to reckon with the
consequences of their compro-
mises and vacillations on the

working peasantry on the one
harnd, and the transformation
of all legislations into a
weapon in the hands of this
stratum of parasitic large
landholders, on the other.

Rew Class ©f
Landiords

 The sbsence of -progressive
direction of any considerable

effect in the course of post-
independence land reforms is

rooted in an anachronistic

approach to the structure .of
landed .property ‘in rural
India. ‘The hierarchy of
ownership and production re-
lations as.it had developed in
Indian agriculture during the
British rule resulted in a vici-
ous ‘interests ladder’ with

layering of rights from those -

of the State, landlords, tenure
holders, down to several tiers

. of tenants including substan-
‘ tial . occupancy raiyats and

those verging on landlessness
-—a phenomenon that came to
be true both for zamindary
and rajyatwari areas and
thrived on the ever-growing
margin ' of surplus between
rent and revenue.

In this process of subinfeu-
dation coupled with exploits
of commerce and usury via
the usual inroads of -a money-
economy superimposed on
.precapitalist. bases of produc-
tion, there emerged a new
class of landlords who com-
bined in their pattern of dis-

" position and use of resources
“the :motives and interests of
trading,

‘usury = and - rent-
receiving. This pattern impels
us to -charatterisé this new

below this top

type of landownership. as
‘conglomerate landlordism. -
The reasons for the growth
of sharecropping -in keeping:
with the conglomerate Inter-
ests of the new type ‘of big

landholders was highlighted

in the Memorandum of the
Bengal Provincial  Kisan
Sabha to the Land Revenue
Commission of Bengal. '

“He has made-his moriey by

the exploitation of the culti-’

vator and his natural inclina-

tion is to invest his earnings
‘in the land, at:the same time
he is a petty trader in jute or
wheat or rice; very often the
village grain-dealer or he may-

be interested in transport. In -

any case the ' investment of
capital in land is more attrac-
tive to him under .present-
conditions than investment in
industrial concerns. But he is
not intending to cultivate the
land himself any more than
the old fashion zamindar did.
His investment is pureély busi-
ness enterprise, and as likely
as mot he will be an absentee
landlord. But, on the other.
hand, he. will probably be a’
pushing and. go-ahead - busi-
nessman, not content like so-
many of the old landlords to
sit back and let his estate go
to seed while the rents come
in annually. Now, to a land-
lord of this type the receipt
of produce rents ‘has every
advantage; not only is the
higher rate--well worth the
extra trouble of assessing and
collecting his half share, but,
and this ‘is meost important,
the new type ‘of landlord “is
already a trader in grain or
jute. It will pay him, there-
fore, to take as rent the jute
or grain grown by his tenant

rather than to take cash and
then have to buy .these raw
materials for his business in
the open market. In other
words he is rationalising  his
business vertically. Consequ-
ently we find that amongst
these new landlords it is the
usual practice to have their
lands cultivated by bargadars.
They generally have acquired
their lands by buying them in
auction sales caused .by the

eviction of tenants who were

their own debtors. Here aga-
in the same tenants are often

reinstated as _bargadars.”

(Report of the Land Revenue

Commission; Bergal, 1940. vol. -
vi, p. 46. Emphasis added).

‘Rural L
‘Strucml"e

“That the structure of rural
landed property carried over
to free India is dominated by
this eclass of conglomerate
landlords would be evident
from the following observa-
tions in the.report  of the
All-India Rural Credit Sur-
vey, 1951: - “For several de-.
-cades there continued to ope-
rate, as there still operates a

-mechanism of trade, finance,

ete.,
has, by and large, been cons-
ciously or unconsciously aga-
inst. the interests of the rural .
population, generally, and the
rural producer in particular.

- The bigger landlord has ways

which conform with those of
the moneylender, and indeed,

he is often the moneylender -
or trader himself.” (All-India .-

Rural Credit Survey, General.
Report, Vol II, Chapter 22).

- first spate of

‘The Rural Credit Survey
.also yielded the

tion that 70 per cent’ of

tors were from moneylen-

" @ers and.80 per cent of the

% A. B. PATANJALL |
| informa-" ..

total borrowing of cultiva- :

village cultivators were.also

“agriculturists”. This type
of -‘“agriculturist” - cum-
moneylender - cum-trader,

_*the Report says, “commands .
commands the

the money,
credit, commands, the mar-

't_ransport.’f (Ibid).

First
‘Plan

independence land reforms in

" ket and comes with - the

The anachronism of post- -

India lies in: the perfunctory.

manner of facing up to this-

basic: reality: of conglomerate
landlordism. . While the pri-
mary target of land-reforms

under the First -Five-Year - -
Plan had been proclaimed as °
intermediaries - - " -

abolition of
and” conferment of full pro-
prietary rights in land on’

actual tillers.of the soil, the. - i

rcriteria. laid down for - per-

sonal cultivation were liberal -

enough to leave: out sizable
sections of - intermediaries
from:' the purview
_tion; over and above the in-

fliction of the burden of com- :

of aboli-" "

pensation :on the peasantry..
“The concept of ‘personal.cul-:

tivation’ was. ineptly . over-
stretched to include almost
all . landowners 0
lands to tenants having full
legal status.. - < . .

© In identifying the tiller of

: excepting -
_those formally . leasing - oub.

the soil most of the reforms

of an entrepreneur -and did

not insist on having manual - -
€ sine -
- qua ‘non of own ‘cultivation.® - -
Thus ‘a cultivator came tobe .- . .
" construed as .somebody quite -
actual .

.tasks of  tilling -as

different from _the
plough-pusher and: all owners

enjoying the ‘net  profits of -

cultivation’ -could_pass off -as
a cultivator

_went by -the classical notion-

in ‘the eyes of ™

land laws-aiming at the abo-- ~

lition . of intermediaries. In--

eptitude of -the
‘personal ' culfivation’

concept of

-of resumption and the ab-

toge-. . '
. ther with- considerable -rights:

sence, in most cases, of pro- )

_visions' for ‘ceiling on. .the size,

of existing' holdings under-
cultivation’—while

‘personal
leaving ‘intact the ladder of

interests—resulted in an un~'--
scale .of evic-. °

precedented
tiqns. . L

. The findings of the Census.. -

of ‘Landholdings brought out
that within a span' of five to
six years consequent to the
land reforms

tenant-cultivators had been

7

evicted from about two-thirds
of the lands under different

tenancy-rights. And’ this was -

not due -to upgrading: of ten-
ants to the status: ‘of -full
ownership. The Report on

‘Social Effects ‘ of Jagirdari =

Aboljtion .and ‘Land Reforms

in Hyderabad’ (1958) by Dr. -
A..M. Khusro,” gives the in- .

formation that = out of the

originally created - protected -

tenants "in 1951.only 45 per

cent remained at the time of

enquiry in 1955. Out of every -
100 tenants evicted 51 were |

evicted illegally and 43 had

the working of which -gyrrendered their lands. A _

similar scale of évictions was~

reported by the Poona School

in their Report on the Work- -

ing of the Bombay Tenancy
tAlft' 1948, and two-thirds of
e

“yoluntary surrenders” "

were reported to have. re--

sulted from threats.

We have already noted‘that .
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'substantial landholders of

the ‘conglomerate’ type have
their lands mostly cultivated
by sharecroppers and ofher
kinds' of lessees who do nof
have adequate legal status as

. tenants. Such being the case

the catchi-all concept of ‘per-.

sonal cultivation’. was, so to

- say, held out to those land-

- tion for

jords as a measure of protec-
their non-tilling
ownership-rights - in  land.
More. It would be & gross
understatement to -characte-
. rise this concession only as a
form of protection because
the scale of evictions conse-

-quent to the first phase of

land reforms could not but
worsen the. terms of employ-
~ment. for actual tillers and
thereby-add to the grip of ex-
ploitation wielded by big land-
owners. - . . ‘

': Leyislations

" total land area,

- Singh’s

' =For Whom

Thus the legislations have
tended to become a weapon
in the hands.of this newly
dominated stratum of large
landholders imasmuch as
they used the omission of
sharecroppers from the de-
finition of lease, conseguent
upon the euphemistic de-
finition of “personal culti-
vation”, to embark on a
fresh drive at worsening
the terms of employment of
labour pOWer. . .
Characteristically,

fore, as revealed by Dr. Baljit
. study, . consequent
upon the acquisition of rights
in Uttar Pradesh, while fresh
purchase of  Bhumidhari

rights comprised 42 per cent

of the total area under such
rights and 13 per cent of the
indicating

thereby the upgrading of

. such tenants to the status of ‘mzmwmm
_owners who were able to pay -

ten times the annual rental,

_ the omission of sharecroppers’

.from the definition of lease

resulted in .a spectacular rise

_of leased area under share-

cropping. It is revealed by
another report pending pub-
lication, that in Uttar Pra-
desh between 1950-51 and
1953-54, the total leased area
under- sharecropping increas-

ed by 90 per cent approxima- -

tely while the corresponding

‘" increase for the whole of In-

dia was. of the order of 50- ‘

‘per cent.
" Dismal .
Record :
In West Bengal, a recent
publication of the Govern-

" ment of West Bengal reports
* that, in the major share- .
" cropping : districts of the

. State, the number of record-

ed sharecroppers has been on
the increase since the 1951

- Census, In spite of the fact

that threats held out by land-
owners prevented many bar-
gadars from recording ' them-
selves as such.”

Thus, during the period
of the First Five-Year Plan,
the. task of abolishing in-
termediaries could’ proceed
little ahead of imprinting a
legal stamp. on the, demise
of absentee landlordism of
the .0ld type that had very
‘mearly died a natural death

_in.the closing = decade of
foreign rule in India.. The
revenue landlords of ~the
.old type, in their tarn, often
tend to coalesce with the

-new type by virtue of the
concessions granted to them

- for retention and resump- .

tion of ‘khas’ lands for ‘per-
sonal - cultivation’.

" So, that was the dismal re-
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there-'

cord of land reforms under:
the First Plan. The admission

of serious failures in the'
Draft -Oufline of the Second
Five-Year Plan might lead
one to expect.that the future
course of land .reforms would
be more effectively conceived
to strike at the  root of the
problem. This . expectation

was all the more relevant due -

to the fact that while 'the
First ‘Plan’ had been a loose
programme for- State expen-
diture—resally just an apology
for planning—there Were
signs ‘that the 'Second Five-
Year Plan would consist of
far more serious efforts at
planning with primary em-
phasis on basic industrial
development—the 4th Amend-
ment to the Constitution was
one such indicator. .

1 would, therefore, be rea-
sonable to hope for a beter
deal this time_for the actual
tillers . of the soil because
without ~ their - unhindered
efforts the conditions of agri-
cultural skagnation must ine-
vitably throw up insuperable
obstacles to large investment
outlay.

Land Panel’s" 3

 Proposals

Some of the major recom-
mendations made by the

owners' masquerade of ‘per-
sonal cultivation’, this atti-
tude of ‘passing the buck’ as
regards the concept of ‘family .
holding’ could vouchsafe only
one. predilection - that onece
again the crucial interests of
the working peasantry and
landless labour had to be
surrendered to the nefarious
wiles of regional landed oli-
garchies. ) .

£y

Exem_pzions ,
From Ceiling

Moreover, the provision of
exemption from ceiling for a
very large number of ques-
tionable and ill-gotten cate-
gories (e.g. efficiently-mana- -
_ged farms, orchards and spe-
cialised - farms for = cattle
breeding, sugar-cane farms
held by factories, -ete.) “left
another big loophole in the,
directives. of the Second Plan.

Using these loopholes ‘toge-
ther with the d¢pportunities
inherent in the definition of
‘personal cultivation’ (as late
as August 1958, G. L. Nanda,
the Planning Minister, re-
porting on the progress of

" ]and reforms in AICC Econo-

mic Review, stated that in no
State does' the definition of
personal cultivation - contain
all ‘the elements - mentioned
above as the Panel's recom-

choice of stéte Governménts.
The States did the rest! .
In the same way, the Panel

on Land Reforms introduced,

the concept ‘of “family hold-
ing? in place of “economic

holding” defined initially by’

the Congress - Agrarian .Re-
forms Committee in terms of
a Teasonable living standard

for the peasant and full em-.

ployment of his family labour.
The exemption limit for ceil-

ings was then fixed by.the.

Panel at three times the
family holding which was de-
fined the total of land own-
ed by a family that fetched
Rs. 1,200 as annual income.
In the Draft Outline of the
Second Plan the folly of de-
fining the ceiling _limit in
terms of individual was com-
mitted. And, finally, in the
Second Plan the definition of
“holding” either in terms of
the “persons® or the “family”

as left to the discretion of
the State Governments, along
with the blanket exemption
for  “efficiently - managed
- farms™, L . .

In The

'Stat_es '

Again, the States did the
rest! Some States defined the
unit of ceiling in terms of the
“person”—“person”  being. a

Panel on Land Reforms
evinced serious . considera-
tion for undoing the colos-
sal damage perpetrated in
the first spate of land re-
forms. In view of the short-
comings of the definition of
‘personal cultivation’, it
was decided that the exist-
ing legislations have to be
re-examined and that the-
idea. of ‘personal cultiva-
tion’ should - count upon
personal ~ supervision,
sidence in village, genuine
risk-bearing (sharecropping
 to be treated as a form of
tenancy), and personal lab-
our (in case of lands re--
sumed for ‘self-cultivation’).
Further, the Panel held
" that cases of recent eject-
ments and surrenders
should be reviewed and res-
toration provided to evicted
tenants. ‘The urgent need

for ceiling ‘on the size of ° Perboi&al

holdings wunder ‘personal
cultivation’ was emphasised
by the Panel and a unifornr
limit at three times the in-
come from average family
holding (Rs. 1,200) was re-
commended for the whole
- country.

But the form in which the
ceiling proviso had been final-
1y incorporated in the Second
Five-Year .Fian left the con-
cept of ‘family holding’ com-
pletely to the discretion of
individual State Governments
«each State specifying - ac-
cording to the conditions of
different regions, classes . of

‘soil, irrigation, etc., the area

of land which may be ‘de-
clared to be fa.mily'holding."
After the experience of the
First Plan when such 2 ple-
thora of land reforms turned
into a.calamity for the actual
tillers because of the big land-

Land Reforms :
Of Second

‘State.
re-

mendations), -the landed in-
terests entrenched in_ the
States at. the different levels
of administration and policy- .
making set at nought all at-
tempts at fixing and imple-
‘menting even the very much
restricted proposals. for ceil-’
ings which have tended to
vary betwen limits as high as
300 and 500 acres and as low
as 25 acres from State to

In West Bengal, for ex-
ample, where the Land Re-
forms Act has proposed 2
radical ceiling of 15 acres
on existing _agricultural

" land; only abomt 67,000
acres of agricultural Iland
of the six lakh acres of sur-
plus estimated to be avail-

- able have so far been re-’
ported to be vested in the
State. -

@ultivation

The two concepts of ‘per-
sonal cultivation’ and ‘family
holding’ - successively ~ intro-’
duced in the two Plans serve
as the masks from behind
which the forces of conglo-
merate landlordism operate
to sabotage the very basis of
the structure of reforms.
While in the First Plan the
principle of cultivation mainly
through family labour was by-
passed in defining ‘personal
cultivation’, the Second Plan
felt. the need for reconsider-
ing the issue and after having
exhibited the valour of in-
cluding it as a precondition-
for fresh resumption. of lands

from tenants, it did however

find diseretion to be the bet~
ter part of valour and left its
final incorporation ‘to the:

.. NEW AGE

Failure

legal entity identical physi-
cally even to-a family—sub-
ject to the proviso that in
case of a joint ~family, its
break-up will lead to recog-
nition of each of the bran-
ches as separate “persons”’—
which is an open invitation
to. each member of a family
to become such a “person”
with separate claims to land-
holding. Instances are there
of babes, new born and. not~
yet-born, claiming separate
titles to landholding! At the
other pole States, which pro-
posed ceiling limits applica-
ble.to the aggregate area of
lands held by all members of
a family, did' not properly
guard against multiplication
of “families” in- between the
time of enactment ' and - its
implementation. In the for-
mer case one has to behold

" “persons” multiplying ‘and in

the latter, “families”
plying! .

In the meantime, the land

multi-

4in India keeps on vanishing

through this jig-saw puzzle.
And right before our eyes
even land, at long last, is
going underground in Free
India! So much so that Dr.
Daniel Thorner, -~ in his re-
commendations for the 1961
Census 'Questionnaire, has
pleaded agalnst collection of
data on -
ings”, because
in this country, has become
altogether euphemistic, ~ and
has- suggested that size-class
breakdowns of “ownership-
holding” should be left with
an open interval at 20-acres.
So, even Agricultural = Statis-
tics has despaired of getting
at “land-ownership figures
from the underground to
which land in India has been
relegated. R

“cultivation”

eultivation hold- .

Not Qco_ntent-"ywit.h . this,
State. Governments have gone
on merrily applying the other
exemption from ceiling- allow-
ed by the Second FPlan mak-
ers in regard to

of Land Tenure Act provides

for ‘a total of '1,000- marks—.

mind you, marks as one gets
in an _examination—to - be
awarded galore by - “disinte-
rested examiners”
how “efficient” -a “managed”
farm is, with the maximum
of 47 marks for
for cultivation-practices, 62
- for keeping of records,
etc., and 500 for yields. It is
not clear whether the “stand-
ard yield” includes items
which find their way, through
the backdoor, into the exami-
ners’ domestic .economy . too,
in view of the fact that the
Board of Examiners is cons-
tituted of such august per-
sonalities as the R.D.O., a no-

minated non-official member .

-.and a nominated officer who
are  likely to be at least as

corruptible as such persona-

lities often are. That is the

. ‘veritable mockery of ceilings,

which the peasantry seems to’
have bargained for 'in not
having just “taken the land”
‘as Gandhiji deeméd.. -

Kerala
) {111

And, perhaps, the Commu-~
nist Government’s attempts
in Kerala to steer clear of the
confounding anomalies
? - and

tive ‘of its being held jolntly
or individually—coupled with
the straightforward three-
fold: grading of different qua-
litles of.land and -avoidance
of-all: blanket exemptions on
* the count -of: - “efficlently-
managed farms,” etc., ~made
for the  crux of the:so-called
“law and order” situation,
the plea of which brought
about its allegedly “constitu-
tional” liquidation. . )

Nagpur
Besolution

In fesult.of all this the pro-

gress of the Second Five-Year

Plan has been subject to ever-

growing strain on the count

of the agricultural - sector.

Achievements - in_production
have been extremely = uncer-
tain and elusive and real
shortage, aggravated by spe-
culative -practices, continu-

ously tends to jeopardise the -

very basis of planned alloca~
tion of .resources. It was aga~

inst such a background of
utter ‘quandary that the Con-.
gress Party in its once-famo-.

us and now-flogged-out Re-

solution at the Nagpur Ses-

sion (January 1959) affirmed
that ‘the future agrarian pat-

tern should be that of coope- .

" rative joint farming’ and a

‘ yesolution in similar vein was o

adopted by Parliament in fol-
lowing March.

Perhaps, the spirit of the

~ Nagpur reselution ed

a desperate attempt to sal-

_ development - from  the
deadly grip of conglomerate

. landlordism. But .the pros-

pects for cooperation can
only he realised through a
drastic widening of the an-

tecedent property structure.

_ marked by extremes of con-
centration and impoverish-
ment. -So long as that task

_of lan@ reforms remains

| X SEE,FACING PAGE
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“efficiently .
managed farms”. In the Pun-.
jab, for example, the Security-

to decide -

_“Only those
radical which. can be Im-
- plemented”. Undoubtedly, the

lay-out, 63
ete.,

: of
“family” - by
getting at the aggregate land
owned by a family—irrespec-.

vage the course of economic

1

LAND REFORMS =
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That the Nagpur Resolutlon
cal trend in the national

-leadership which had regis-

tered its unmistakable stamp
in - the  National .Planning
Committee’s Recommenda-

tions of the 'thirties and once.

again In the Recommenda- .
" tions of the Panel
. Reforms, is evidenced by this-

‘on Land

recent admission of Professor
Dantwala, a distinguished
member of that Panel:
reforms  are

status yquo is, by this de-
finition, the height of radi-
calism as it stands perennial-
Iy “implemented”! :

.It is the counsel of despair

" _gespair born of the realisa-

tion that all = policies -have
foundered on the rock of im-
plementation.” Not only that,
the forces of conglomerate
Jandlordism have taken the
laws in both hands,-and with
the connivance of the powers-
that-be in the States, have
ensured that .the reforms
boomerang on the heads of
the working peasants and the
agricultural labourer, boomer-
ang on the policy-makers
themselves. . .
Therefore, when the sole
 programme daring the pe-
riod of the Third Plan is
announced to be merely

. «tp complete as early-as

possible the implementation

" of policies evolved during

AGRICULTURAL LABOUR -

Not only that wage rates for

% FROM PAGE 9

Jdicators presented in Table I,

--petween 1950-51-and 1956-57.
Columns (4) and (5) show

that, except. for Orissi- and
Madhya Pradesh in ‘the case
of women labourers and Orissa
““and Northwest ~Indie in the
‘case of men labourers—these
" regions had a large quota of
- native States — the average

daily wage Tate has decreased -

‘between 1950-51 and 1956-57,

" when we must remember, the -

- all-India average price index
went . up from 105 to 111,

* “The all-India average wpage-
" rate decreased by 12 and ‘13
“per cent for both men and
women labourers and ' the
wage-rates for Bihar and
_Uttar Pradesh decreased res-
_ pectively by as much as 28
" -and 22 per cent for-men and
33 agnd 38 per cent for women.

- . Since the price index went up
between 1951 and 1957, real

wages ‘must have fallen by @

greater amount.

Over and above this general

" Zall in both nominal. and real.
- wage-rate, the average number

of days of employment in a

" year underwent a general de-

crease in all the regions in the..

case of men labourers- (Col.1),
the highest decreases being in
Orissa and in Uttar Pradesh by
29 and 19 per cent _respectively,
-while on the. all-India level the

~ decrease is of the order of ten .
per. cent. One shocking feature

js the general increase in the
<¢mployment of women labour-
ers. Apparently, a shift — a
downright ’
taking place in the forms of em-
ployment of labour power in the
-countryside today, inasmuch as

men-labourers are being substi- -
tuted by women labourers since

the latter have.a much lower
wage rate (15.9 annas for men

and 9.4 annas for women in the .
" Second Agricultural - Labour

Enquiry)-. )
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ig the-swan song of the radi- -

retrogression — is .

the Second Plan and embo-
died in- the
which States have recently
undertaken jn pursuance of
. the accepted policies,)” it.
becomes the:solemn duty. of
everyone interested in the
uninterrupted industrial de-
velopment of this country
1o demand of the Planning
Commission:an enunciation
_of the guarantees in the
procedure of implementa-
tion, a -thofough re-exami-
nation and review of the
entire process of legislation
. and implementation that
has landed the economy on -
" the ‘brink of disaster. -
" Because, notwithstanding
all the breast-beating of. po-
licy-makers, when the imple-
mentation of a scheme of
policies ends up in the very
opposite of which was intend-
ed, thie issue cannot be evaded
that something must have
gone wrong with the basic
understanding- and approach
underlying the policies.
-Such a thorough re-exami-’
nation of the entire process

of legislation becomes all the

more urgently imperative in

‘view of the one mure loophole

that the Third Plan framers

‘have introduced- in the name

of distinguishing between
transfers, mala fide and bona
fide. Having admitted that
transfers have played havoc
all along the line with the
legislations, they recommend
that, “it would seem desirable
that all transfers made after

‘the date of the publication of

legislations. -

such “partitions

" the forces

) and finance,

the ceiling ~proposals or an

earlier date as may be pres-
cribed in view of the local

.conditions, should ke disre-

garded - in computing the
ceiling limit for 'any person or

. family.”

Close upon the heels of .this -
recommendation, =~ however,
they choose to throw ~away
the baby with the bathwater
by recommending also that
«it would, however, be justi-
fiable to make - a distinction

‘between partitions and trans-

fers. Partitions relate to sepa-
ration of shares among co-
shares. No provision - would,
therefore, seem necessary for
disregarding  partitipns that
might be made.” The loophole
for surplus land to get thro-

.ugh and vanish could not be

It is precisely
among co-
shares” that has - produced,
in ‘course of the - acrobatics
with the, definition of “family
holdings”, as we have seen,
a state of universal flux bet-
ween “person” and “family”.
Now; the recognition of “par-
iition” as bona fide transfer
is going to drive the last nails

made larger!

. into the coffin in which the

working peasant in India is
‘being made to lie supine.
Such re-examination of the
whole course of land reforms
after independence has to
start with a. frank recognition
of the new type of landlords,
of conglomerate
landlordism wielding  their
monopoly of land, commerce
as the main

enemy to be reckoned with in
the . countryside, proclaimed
as such by the General Secre-
tary of the All-India Kisan
Sabha in his report to the
last session of the AIKS at
Ghazipur. :

If the planners, the Go-
vernment of India, the for-
ces of democratic advance
inside and outside the Con-
gress want to save the Third
Plan from foundering  on

the rock of inflation on the .

‘one hand, resulting .in in-
creasing discontent and in-
creasing use of force .and
compulsion ' throughout the
system, and = the sustained
failure of agriculture on the:
other, resulting in the mort-
gaging of the'Plan .to fore-
ign lenders, it is an urgent

-, mecessity to realise that the

price system in India, as
well as the pattern of use
of agriculural resources
- cannot be made to behave
in a mannmer’ consistent
with the barely economiic
requirements of a steadily
rising sapply of real work-

ing capital for industriali-.

sation—let wus not, falk

tall about the objevtices of

equality and ~ welfare—un-
less the monopoly pewer of
this new type of landlord is
broken by legal and mass
action. :

As the enquirles of the!

Five Agro-Economic Research
Centres into the marketing

of foodgrains revealed last.

year, the" process of market-
ing of foodgrains, dominated

" 'both men and women, have

gone down, the very sexr com- -

position -of agricultural lgbour
_is.changing’ for the worse.

This is an appalling process of.
. rising rate of exploitation all

around. This is what the Mini-
mum Wage Acts and the
“Community - Projects : have
been doing. But this also is
nothing new. As Marx had
said ~womanhood is always
the worst victim of a process
of accumulation. i
No wonder when. wage rates
are falling, employment of-men
labourers is falling, lower paid
women labourers are being sub-

stituted for men labourers, an-"

nual income per family of agri-

cultural ~ labour is falling all

around in all the States and re-
gions (Col. 6). The largest. de-
creases are in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar—of the order of 36 and
29 per cent respectively—sup-
posed .to.be the citadels of

«rpdia that is Bharat”. On the’

all-India level,. annual income
per family of agricultural lab-

‘our has gone down by 14 per

cent, in a period when national

- income is supposed to be rising.

The inevitable consequence of
this process of falling family-
incomes in & period of rising
prices is the frightening in-
crease in indebtedress. (Col: 7)
which has gone up by 372 per
cent in Uttar Pradesh, 58 per

cent in Bihar and 40 per cent-in |

South India, the increase on the’
all-India level being | of the

order of 31 per cent. -

Not only the average debt
per indebted family. but the
per cent of agricultural labour
families indebted has.also re-
gistered . a Tise all the way

through, except in Northwest’

India where it has remained
- _stable at more. than [ 70 per
cent, the highest proportion
. among all the regions.|In U.P.

" the percentage. has ézoné up

as it has been by traditionally ’
mercantile interlopers, has of
late gone under the command

of a top stratum - of
landholders ruling .the roost

“in the village. We have seen’ ’

in course of our survey of the
developments between the two .
world wars and the accentua- -
tion thereof after the Second -
‘World War, that this is not a
new and unheard of pheno- .
menon, that this has been in--
creasingly an-integral part,

‘an increasingly domrinant fea- .
ture of-our rural economy for . =~

the last few decades, that this
is an inevitable -consequence
of the disintegration of &
semi-feudal - economy under
the fiat of money and com-
merce unless the
peasant can make a .clean .
break-through from below and
come out as the leader and -
‘maker of the agricultural re-
volution along what Lenii

called the first way, the revo- . -~

lutionary way of capitalist de- .
velopment. o

1f, however, such. a process o

does not come about, "if on
the contrary, having failed to -
adopt the simple criterion: of .
cultivation mrainly througi
family -labour combined with

some such rough measure as _ -

double the per capita land
available to the . agricultural
population . as = the celling .
limit, a scheme of reforms
Jeaves the door open to con-
glomerate landed interests
wielding. their monopoly hold

¥ SEE PAGE i6
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"TABLE II

Percentalge increase (+) or decrease (—) in average employment daily wage, annual
family income and indebtedness of agricultural labour families as revealed by Agricul--
_ tural Labour Enguiries (1951-51 & 1956.57). -~ ’ ’ . } .
Employment ‘Wages Annual Debt pet P.C. of families
States Men - Women Men Women income per indebted - _indebted
. v . family® family 1st ALE 2nd ALE’
1) S 2) (€Y} (5) . ®w - (8) @ -
Uttar Pradesh’ —19 .- 4 .17 —22 —38 —36 .. 372 219 72.1. ~
Bihar - —12 + 36 —28 —33 —29 “+ 58 - 41.8 69.7
West Bengal — 6 +123 —15 — 35 —12 . . _|_'118 - 31.8  -68.2
" Orissa . —22 — 16" - 411 41F —13 4 20 16.9 ~ 62.2
Madhya Pradesh —11 + 46 —3 419 .. =10 - 4116 . 49.6 49.3
" -South India ~—5 4+ 19 - —10 C.—12 —15 - 4 40 - 51.8° .-70.9
(Madras, Mysore, T . N :
Kerala, Andhra .
ete.) - ) . : 7 R :
North-West India —6 419, 414 - —20. .. —5 .4 9 .75.8 3.6
(Punjab, Delhi, ) . ) i - -
Rajasthan, Himachal ’
Pradesh, Jammu & i .
Kashmir efc.) . o - . B B
All India —10 + 26 —12 —13 —14 431 445 64.5 |
by about three-and-g-half inflationary Socialistic Coopera- enclaves -of the Indian State, |
raging in your helplessness that,’

times, in Orissa by nearly
four times, in West Bengal it
has more than doubled and in
South India it has gone up by
“mearly one-and-a-half times.

The percentage of agricultural
labour families indebted has
gone up from 44.5 per cent to
64.5 per cent on the all-India
level. Of every ' three agricul-
tural labour families two are
indebted in India today with an

-average outstanding debt per

family of Rs. 138 when the an-
nual income per family is Rs.
385 only. The agricultural lab-

‘ourer is living much too beyond

the rmeans permitted to him
under the benign rule of the
Government of India!

Prime Minister Nehru, bond-
ed debt slaves are being pro-
duced by the million in your

“'country” today. The struggle for

existence, the law of survival
of. the fittest ordained by your

" NEW AGE-

tive Commonwealth is dragging.

a fourth-of the rural population
of India down the ladder of na-
tural selection in reverse gear.

When  your august National

: Development Council, meeting

in September 1957, announced
heroically that  three " lakh
agricultural . labour -
were to be resettled in surplus
and Bhoodan land ‘in the re-

maining three years of the Se-

cond Plan, couldn’t you remem-
ber the number of agricultural

labour families in India, which .

is pearly ten million? Couldn’t

you figure out that going at the -

rate of one lakh agricultural
families per year it will take a
hundred years to settle ten mil-
lion families—even if one made

the much too heroic assumption .

that no further increase in this

number - would take place?  Or,

is it that.you know all this and
then retire bored and fagged
out, into.the secluded ‘power-

Y

families

after all, Marx is outdated, that
there is no such thing as abso- - ’
lute or relative impoverishment

_of the working people? Or per-. ’

haps you mumble like Krishna,
when he admonished Arjuna

«fare forward, travellers, -not

fare well”. . .
But, maybe, these Arjunas of

Indian agriculture, these Hari-

jans.of Indian ‘society, whom.
Gandhiji called the image of
Narayana, are, after all, immor-
tal and will some day with their
lean shrunken knickled hands

curse .all of us into the dustbin . .

of history. Marxz would then
perhaps look. . smilingly out of
the clouds and say: “I told you

- so. They are ‘titans who storm

‘heaven itself’”.— the way he
greeted the town-poor of Paris. .
On this day -of the 15th of
August, 1960, let us take the
voyw .to work and pray for that -
day. : o
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The fruit of independence for the common people

‘has to” be weighed in terms of availability of goods
. and services to.them at prices which they can pay,

and while for the sake of building the foundations for

future development they might, and have to be, pre-

pared for sacrifices for some time, social justice

demands that others with strings of production in

their hands are not allowed .to fatten' their coffers at

_ their expense. In India, however, something like the
_Iatter phenomenon has’ actually -beén happening, as -

typified. in the abnormal
sultant discontent.

HO is responsible for the

¥V price rise, -and how can

- ‘the price line be held are the
two problems which are the

' currént topics of discussion in
political, trade union and
academic circles, and while-a
good many suggestions have

_ been offered to-prevent prices
from rising, there is a marked
reticence on the part. of the’
Government and its apologists
-to pin down .the culprit or

culprits. While'this is so—and.

there might be various reasons
for it—it is ‘generally agreed
that & price problem exists
and has to be solved.

Was This
Inevitable ?- < -

Price increase, it is said, is

"’ jnevitable in -a developing
+ economy, and surely, when
the economy in our country

js on the wupgrade, prices,

. too, should .be . increasing.

~ Still, even according to the

. official claims, there has not

‘even béen a doubling of the -

national income since 1951,
whereas. the prices have:
surely risen by more than
100 per cent. In fact, accord-
ing to the Hindusthan
Standard Economic Survey,
the tise since 1939 has.been
more than 500 to.600 per
‘eent. . .
What else causes a Dprice
increase? Scarcity of goods is’

"*. gne factor which can give rise

to it, and in the case of food-
grains, it has certainly been
"an important factor. And yet,
it is also true that the Gov-
ernment, which ought to
know—and surely does know:

" —the causes behind a stag-

-.pant agriculture, has con-
sistently refused to take
measures Which will take it
out of its ruts.

Even the Planning Commis-
sion’s Panel on Land Reforms,
meeting in .the capital this

- week, has expressed dis-
appointment at the slow pace
of agrarian reforms. Accord-’
.ing to the .Chairman of the
Panel, Gulzarilal Nanda, “the
fixation of ceiling on land-
holdings was still a subjeet of
controversy”. About other re-
forms also, he said, there were

- considerable delays. Obviously,
the failure to give land to the
tiller to enable him to give his
best to the nation, cannot be
offset. by PL 480 deals, which,
besides making the country
dependent on the United
States, gives rise to infla-
tionary trends through the
mechanism of the counter-
-part funds. o
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'— the Socialist,

rise in prices and the re-

Besides foodgrains, -textiles
-and, sugar also are at times
faced with scarcity of cotton

and sugar-cane. This; too, is

principally a malady - arising

‘out of a stagnant agriculture,-

which can be remedied only

through comprehensive land

" reforms. .
Who Gained ?
How Much ? -

.. Apart from scarcity, other

factors behind price rise®can’
be generation of too much
purchasing = power, which,
when centred in wrong hands,
can play havoc. In our coun-
try, it is said, the increase

in developmental expenditure
‘has given rise to a surfeit of
spendable incomes, which the
people extravagantly deploy
on purchase of goods. While’
there is'no doubt some truth
in this statement, it is neces-
sary to see-as to who gains
and how much. .

The = salaried employees,

no doubt, get their wages .

" .and salaries, but as things.
stand, these invariably lag
behind  the rise in_prices.
‘The ery for an adeguate
dearness  allowance °
behingd the recent strike hy
the Govermment employees,
and seeing the draconian

. character. of the measures
designed to suppress ther,
they could not have raised
it merely for fun. What is
true - of the white collar
employees is truer still of
industrial workers, to whom
low wages go together with
threats of retrenchment
‘through rationalisation.

The agriculturists, too, it is -

said, have benefited from im-

provements in the countryside.

The Community Development

programmes, increasing avail-
ability .of fertilisers, ete., are.

Industrialisation
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forelgn credits have yet to be
arranged. S
-As against this the assist-
ance from the United Staies
and other Western countries
— although impressive -~ in
quantum — has been given so
far for schemes and purposes
which do not speak highly of
their professed’ concern for
India’s development. .
- Apart from the Durgapur
and Rourkela plants (which as
the readers of New Age know
have had many pitfalls) they
have to date not helped to set
up =2 single unit in basic
industries. All the time they
clamour for incentives for pri-
vite investments, which the

-Government has gone a long

way to meet. And yet, what
they prefer is -collaboration
with local ' enterpreneurs
rather than lending of finance
and know-how for creation of
capacities in the public sector.
They have besides been charg-
ing a high rate of -interest
(five to six per cent as against
23 per cent charged by the
Soviet Union) on their credits,
which ‘have till recently been
all repayable in dollars - or
sterling. The Soviets and -other
Socialist countries,
other hand, accept repayment
in rupees which fhey spend
on purchase of Indian goods.

~ In spite of this all-too mani- .
fest and clear-cut a difference
between the two types of aids
) for basic
jindustries in the public sec¢tor,
on low interest, and - repay-
able in rupees, and the capi-
talist for consumer and luxury
industries in the private sector

on the -

trial nation on it.

(August 8, 1960) -

on a high interest and re-
payable in foreign currencies
—the . Government of India
has-not been able to give up
its - ambivalent attitude. It
welecomes the Socialist assist- -
ance -and then seeks to utilise
it to bargain with the West
which in itself is not bad. And
vet it has to take lessons from:
its own experience and the
trends in -the international
sphere - to- take a positive

-stand.

The Socialist market is -

- growing. It has set for it-
self targets 'which reguire
ever-increasing trade with
countries like India.. The

' capitalist market, on the
contrary, is a world riven by
diverse walls. Its members
are at “sixes” and “sevens™
with each other, while some
like the UK. seek to have -
the best of both the worlds.

Through  their internécine ment to undertake State trad-

_ tariff . war they injure the
interests - of the wunder-

" developed world. No longer ‘tely ‘embodied turned out to

was

by S.N.SENGUPTA

claimed to have created ‘a
heaven for the peasant. And
yet, it stands. to reason that
only those agriculturists could
have - benefited from - these
measures who had their own
land to till. Also, only those
with * a marketable surplus
‘could. -have amassed ~wealth
. out of ‘a spurt in agricultural
prices. The percentage of such
peasants being less than 20 of
the total agricultural popula-
tion, and with less than a

quarter - of the - landholders
holding -~ 1more - than three
quarters  of the cultivated

land, - the agriculturists - as
such ‘could not-havé contri-
buted ~much - either to a
surfeit ~of consumption or
increase in prices.

There are, however, cer-

-tain other sections of the
people, the nouveau riche,
as well as old timers in the
game of minting money, to
‘whom increase in- develop-
mental ‘expenditure has
~brought. direct and imme-
- diate benefits. The contrac-
tors and thke higher echelons

of the, bureaucracy are ome .

.. section fo whom have accru-
- ed windfall bounties from
construction  and - other.
undertakings. The industrial
circles have also been accu-
mulating a: lot of - wealth
through declaration of high

.dividends and, curtailment .

of reinvestments.

‘Quite a few amoﬂg these : L
and others of their ilk indulge -

in’ speculative practices which
even journals like the Capital:
have decried.” The Reserve
Bank with all
squeezes and curbs has so far
been powerless to stop them.
The main traders in commodi-
ties also- being among these
worthies, the effect on prices
can be very well imagined.’

" These. thus are the sections’

" benefiting from increase in

developmental  expenditure.
These are also the people who
directly or indirectly help

raise the prices. Hence to hold

the price line it is their mis-
chievous activities which need
to. be checked, but which the
authorities . through their
policies or lack of them only
spur. : .

dedgrhins
Trade

Take foodgrains trade, for
example. - The Asoka Mehta-
Committee had made some
very good suggestions to con-
tain prices. It had suggested
creation of a Price .Stabilisa-
tion Board, as well as increas-
ing socialisation of the whole-
sale trade. The National Deve-
lopment Council (NDC) also
adopted-a resolution making it
obligatory for the Govern-

ing, but the shape in which’
this fine prificiple was. ultima-

can India sit on the fence in be .only its caricature. Later,

such a' world, for, that way

even this caricature was given

it will not be able to utilise up because of the ideological

to the-fullest the prospects

of  development offered -
through closer economic re-
lations with the Socialist
world. :

antipathy of a Minister.

This treatment of the Mehta

pommittee's recommendations
-is typical of the norchalance
characterising ‘

the Govern-

It is- high time, therefore, -ment’s -handling of commo-
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that it makes up its mind to di ices. .

seek assistance fl:'om quarters, R e oe \ts Botiey Do, ooy
wg‘ch istt;otzd;dwithtn;lhe country equally
when. ndustrial base was wit i i
B o that tits h occasional threats which
base has -been .created with back them—cut no ice.
their . assistance—promise to y
‘help in building a virile indus- curbing surplus- .spendable
incomes the Finance Minister*
has been applying the axe on
the wrong  quarters.. Direct

in textiles, its policy has been

of drift, combined.

—in the absence of action to

Similarly, in respect of

its credit

faxation, he says, has nearly
attained the saturation. point,
while indirect ~taxation. has

still ‘a- vast field to  cover. -

Surely, to let the rich wallow

in their wealth while' the poor -

are soaked to their very bones
cannot be the way to mop up
“surplus” purchasing power.

. No amount of curbs on
spendable incomes will, how-
ever, do the trick unless price
and distribution controls are

also imposed at least in’ res- -
pect of the essential  items.

Here, too, the Government’s

has been a policy of inaction -

“and drift on the plea that
controls give rise to corrup-
tion. Past experience Is cited
to buttress this. view which
otherwise is rather

~worked under - the aegis of
officialdom do, no doubt, give
rise. to corruption. - But this

will certainly not be the case

if they are implemented by
peoples’ committees and under
‘a popular discipline. -

A correct.price policy can,
therefore, be evolved only if
the Government is prepared
to take certain " positive
policy decisions . both in
terms of economics: as wel
as politics. Politically, it has
to opt between the interests

of the people- as a whole -

and the economy and those

whether it stands for and is
prepared to work out and
implement, comprehensive
land reforms to free the
peasant from the shackles
of an outmeded tenancy
_system, as against the ‘conti-
nuance of ‘a pattern of aid
which only "helps: landiords
to become big farmers. In
trade it has to  decide
_whether to it the interests
of the consumers are near
or those of the speculators
and the wholesalers. As re-

" gards raising of resources

for developmental purposes,
it has to choose between the
bulging coffers of the trader
-'and the monopelist, bureau- -
crat and the contractor.and
- the empty pockets of the
cominon people.

" Yet when the whole nation
is "alarméd and anxious," the *
Third Plan=framers have only

- this comment to make: “If.is -

essential to ensure that for
the Third Plan period a suit-
able price policy is formulated.
and carried out.” As to the

policy -itself we are given - .

platitudes: “Price policy as
well as the techniques of
price regulation raise com-
plex issues. They involve 2
palancing of several conflici-
ing claims. Prices, incomes
and costs are closely inter-
related. L g
“It is essential, therefore, -

~that the regulatory devices
adopted function effectively: - -

and in a coordinated ‘way.

" There is scope within limits:

for va_rying the technigues -
phat'mxght be used for secur-.
ing the right. relationship-
between prices, but Govern-

- ment must-be in a position to

exercise control effectively at
all strategic points, should the.
situation so warrant.” -’

This is literally all that-the
Draft Third Plan contains on
so crucial. a problem. It is
enough to leave anybody.
gasping at the criminal com-
plancency manifested. The
people have to shatter this

complacency—and worse—and , .

impose on the Government a
price policy. corresponding to-.
the needs of rapid growth and.
the people’s welfare.
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puerile.’
Controls when partial and.

‘of ' the propertied classes. .
Concretely it has to decide

B
i

eI

pallor
cheeks?

“Tragedy . put
the streets,

* - with the

perhaps her father—the
Tax offices, a girl who was

_child used to romping
- was once East

AND what were those
‘L8 silvery streaks down the
“'of her - shrunken

Tears. Tears streak-
the face . that
4 on, that fateful
day, the 17th of July 1960, on
footpaths, corri-

dors and - labyrinths of the
‘House that Jack Built at the
PDalhousie Square, that incu-
‘bus ‘which has been Bengal's
plague-spot for the last cen--
tary. .

ing down

Betribution

‘Will Follow -

“,.  Prime Minister Nehru, one
who has never had the good

" fortune to be fed by- the
- .{wo hands of his daughter—
" ‘because she has been able,
.’by the Grace of God, to get
along - without working all

. her life—may not be able to
" realise the cannibalism of it
. all; but, the Father who has
< written . Letters 'to His

"+ ‘Daughter, one who has,

“affer a few sojourns In
world history, chosen to don -
the Prime

" the mantle of

e Ministér of a country of 400

- ‘milliéns, should be able to
" remember -readily
when such tears ‘have had
their retribution in history

" retributions which have -

‘ Deen equally remorseless.” -

; And, throughout the last
‘decade too much tears have
been flowing down this beauti-
“ful poor divided land of ours,
-let down by .the Ruling Class
of India at every twist and
turn of their policy. We are
peing made to pay too much.
People. are being wounded too
much. - Some do.not even let

the tears. .

- The railway clerk living
downstairs found 20 years of
his service snatched away at
"a single stroke of the pen, ail
his paltry provisions for old
age, gratuity and pension and
provident fund benefits gone

wind. .He has been
allowed to “resume his duties,”
as it is called these days, and
1ot -to “continue- his service”

- at the post at which he has
spent” the best years’ of life.
And when Ssome one asked
him as to what would happen,
“fhe dull, yellowish, age-worn
‘eyes flashed: through - the
nickel-framed glasses and he
hissed: “It does not matter.
We don’t care.” . .

The Government of India
has ‘created an irreconcilable
enemy in the person of this
otherwise worn-out man. And
Te is going to act-throughout
~the rest of his life as-the germ
4that will make more enemies
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Bengal, a girl w 1
name in one of the many lists hung up at the differ-
ent sl,aughterfho_uses-'o'f the Dalhousie Square. J

occasions -

|«

"'v'Whosé face was thiS?'T“;'O black plaits of hai}'
hanging down the back—a slight small figure, wrap-

- ped up in a sari, guiding by the hand )
P echap ] father of a telephone girl or

" a-girl-assistant working at one of the Audit or Income

a-blind old man;

knocked out of her hearth

and home along with her family when she was still a
about the open spaces

of what
who has just found her

3
i

out of his sons, daughters,
brothers, friends. And -then,
some day, the worthy Cabinet
of Mr. Nehru or the one which
succeeds will really have fo go
—the scare he raised in his
so-called. Appeal to the Nation
will turn out to be true. -

‘More. &Eold your breath and
think of the consequences that
must inevitably follow -when
Ski Chandra Bhiusan Bhow-
mick, a peon of the Income-
Tax - Department suffering
from 'Tuberculosis, lying in
bed at the K. S. Roy TB.
Hospital from May 6; 1960, was
served with a notice of dis-
charge at his bed. :

" Consider; whether it can
ever be forgotten t_hat, right

An Aceo

| ,;. Wﬁ

'in broad’ daylight,
same department,
steno-typist,

during the

the last spell and
take leave -on

b_reakdo.wn.
Enhaman 1
Treatment

‘Tmagine

ported to have

self o your mercy”.

able.

Nonetheless, this indomit-
able lion-hearted city has
sent such a mighty roar from
that the depreda-
tions - of these _sordid speci-
started

its depths
mens* of humanity

2

-after

in the
a lady .
having been
persistently interrogated by
hér officer for two.succes-
sive days in an attempt go
coerce her into a certain
" explanation -for her absence
strike-period,
collapsed and fainted after
had {o
. mediecal
grounds for fear of nervous

that, - in:. ; the
Caleutta Telephones; with -its
large complement of women
workers, employees ~Were re-
been forced o
.sign & declaration -addressing -
the head of the office -to the
effect that; “I surrender my-
”. Let us
all never forget nor tell .any-
‘body of the other instances
of inhuman, filthy, mud-fling-
ing by certain persons, akin to
pullies and common rowdies,
masquerading as the protec-
“tors of Mr. Nehru’s adminis-
‘tration—these are unprint-

PR

tapering off within a week
the strike was with.
drawn —  what with' ~ the
twentyfive - thousand - strong
meeting convened . by the

Citizens’ ~Committee, ‘which
kept on squatting and would
after the

not disperse even
President: had given his clos-
ing speech, the ‘two-mile long
procession of the employees.
of mercantile firms, pbanks and
other concerns in the Dal-
housie Square on July 29, the
demonstration of women, of
mothers and sisters,, before

- the -Chief Minister’s residence,

the commendable role of most
of the dailies in Calcutta and
the statement issued by
eminent litterateurs, scientists
film directors, barristers and
lawyers condemning the atro-
_cities. . )

Deep
Wounnds
Wounds have gone too deep

iri the State of West Bengal—
much maligned and much

. kicked about by the powers

that be—and that is the
reason why 205,000 out of

ictive

- 998,000 Government employees
of West Bengal went on strike,
( July 11 like
a strike that needed
that needed
forms of persua-
sion or even coercion usually-
accompanying such large-scale
withdrawals of labour in the
- Cuckoolands ‘of democracy,
the UK. and USA, from
which the -Government of
Messighs are known
to take their lesson along with

at- zero hour on
one man, 7
no Dpicketing,
none of the

.India’s

the _“aid".

~ Only such a context of a
deep sense of wrong can ex-
. plain the unprecedented, me-
morable phenomenon at the
where
one hundred and fiity one-
gazetted supervisory. officers
‘the
offer of promotion to gazetted
ranks on the eve of the strike
and asked of their authorities
‘an explanation of the motives
behind such unusually gratui-
.tous procedure. Mr. Nehru and
cannct find any-
this * instance .of
to
the traditions of our land-—
Dis-
such
heralds
of that ancient nobility to
which this country ~will be
restored sooner: Or later once
the present regime of Homo
Homini Lupus meets its death
and. the ancient Brotherhood
of Man prevails once again
bathed in the sunlight of 20th

Calcutta Telephones,

turned down, en masse,

‘his orderlies
thing in
utter renunciation——true

that might add to their
covery of India; but,
instances are undying

century consciousness. For the
moment he has chosen, rather,

‘to play up. the sepoys against

the strikers’ lack of patriotism,
oblivious of ‘the Day of Judge-
ment. R C
1t is the same sense of being
padly let down by ‘the new

“rulers at New Delhi that has

created the altogether amaz-
ing example ‘of . nearly - 2

" and the public sectors. Natu- .

rally, the: private. 'sector -will
only follow:in the - footsteps.
This, is the Grand. Strategy of -

. wrecking, _sabotaging, ‘undexr-

mining the basic premises of
the Indian State. S

~ And so, you havé this not-
quite complete broad-sheet of
man-slaughter, the toll' cf
leonine violence: :

In the offices of the P & T
Department alone in Calcutta,
suspensiofi orders ‘served were
1,495  of which 943 were with- .
drawn, service termination -
notices were 2,262 of which
2,193 were withdrawn. In the "
South-Eastern Railways, 1,040

thousand employees, mostly of -suspension orders were served, :

‘the P & T Department, who

were members of the Terri~
torial Army and who when
drafted for ‘national service’— .
for which they had volunteer-
ed, innocent of ‘the Govern-
ment of Tndia’s connotation of

100 workmen were reverted to-’

lower grade, 63 have been con- -
victed and 330 are on bail stilt -
under trial. ‘In the Eastern
Railways- suspension orders
number 3,688, service .termi-
nation orders 609, 2,220 arrests -

“nation” which is increasingly were mrade,”- 1,363 an still in

becoming ~coterminous ’ with
the army and not the people

—during the strike refused to -

do so. Many resigned saying -
that acting as blacklegs IS
not the usual meaning - of
“national service’.
these were put under arrest, :
41  under “close . arrest’—
which is'the .alibi for not
allowing them to -see their

relatives—of whom ften were - % 029, terminiited With notices,

women, and another 24 women
were under “open” -arrest.

A large number of -these

V@{Vta’s}

by ‘an EYE-WITVESS |

men and women are -still

spending their days and
nights in the
. Camps in Ballygunge. and
Alipur and the Fort William,
_ for refusing to accept black-
legging as a- connotation of.
-patriotism and “national
service” as reguired by the
imposters, both inside - and
outside the Defence. Admin-’
istration at New Delhi, who.

are out, it seems, to wreck *

the Indian State, to rob it
of -the last vestiges of its
popular national identity in
their scheme to have it
served on a platter for _the
pay-masters overseas: to
swallow. Scores have faced
court-martial
penal servitude under Army
Regulations. If. looks, even

Habeas Corpus may not. be "

permitted to them. One may
echo Gandhiji and call this
«Jeonine violence”. :

Grand o
Strategy A

The Government’s  answer,
apparently, is increasing fascl-
sation. of the public sector
which is supposed to usher in
the millenjum of milk. and
honey via the interlude of
bloodthirsty-
away inflation,
for the private

soaring profits

agents serving
contact” “between

jail, 820 -are under .trial, 3
have been convicted. C

Thousands =~ .
81 of ‘Enyeived -

In the Défence installations -

in West Bengal, 161 workmen..

were suspgended, ‘the services

99 discharged without notices.-
The list will grow very much

longer ‘when the other offices - |

are ‘added.’

The . total pumber of

suspensions - and - d i

*  yyest Bengal, in the begin-
jing, and the cases :
pending are over 6,000. The
—practices followed in differ-

.. ent offices; in pursuance of

. whatever ‘diréction or guid-

from ‘the Government . of
. India in regard to the treat-

jnvolved had been of the.
order of more than 11,008 in-

‘ance there may.have been

leading - to-

reprisals, . run-

sector and

rquisites - galore for the
ae as “points of
the private :

widely dive_rgenf._

Army Line — ¢ the Defence installa-

tions at Kankinara, Pana-
garh, Cossipore and Ichapur
for example,
of 1,500 temporary employees
were. retrenched forthwith

and 184 casual labourers laid -
off.. The Panagarh-and Kan-

kinara Ammunition Depots
have been  virtually: closed -

ment of the. strikers, are -

‘a total number -

down. In the Calcutta Tele-

phones 500 persons had been
served ~ with . i
notices. In the Customs office,"

141 employees Were -discharg-- .
‘ed on one month’s hotice and "~

there has not been any case of

withdrawal so: far. In the
.office. of the AG, Wesb -

Bengal, 134 employees have-
been served with termination
notice without any - with-
drawal “up till. now. Only 99
cases of withdrawal of termi-
nation notice out "of a total”

. number of 920.served at the -
. ‘Defence establishments in and -

around Calcutta have been re- .

- ported. . . .

It should be mentlon‘ed here

that the provisions of "Rule 5 °

of the C.CS. (T:S.) Rules-aor
their equivalent do not admit
of =ny opportunity, of defence
nor of showing any cause for
termination of service on one.
month’s notice. The provisions
of the rule, incidentally, have-
:been plaguing the temporary

. %.SEE PAGE 16

termination .

99 .
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employees of the Union Gov-

- ernment for-a long time past

and these embody the most
arbitrary modus operandi of
summary dismissal. Undoubt-

edly, therefore, "this rule has

come in very handy for such’
large-scale retrenchment, al-
though the assurances of the
Government of India were to
the contrary.

" In a rather,whimsical con-
trast. = come, ;however,~ the

offices like those of the Con-. .-

troller of Stationery, Govern-
-~ ment of India Press, Forms
Stores and Inspection Direc-

torate, Commercidl Intellig- /
ence where neither any-notice /

of termination of service nor/
of suspension was issued. The'
conclusion seems inescapable
that there was no uniform
direction or guidance in re-

gard to the treatment of the -

- striking  workers;.  even ~if
there were any, arbitrary
whims and individual vindic-
tiveness of the heads of offices
concerned got the. better of
humanity, because the Gov-
ernment .professing to be
«lenient” left the rather wide
power of both Prosecution
and Judgment to heads. of
offices and their subalterns
who- were, in some cases,
themselves susceptible to vari-
ous charges.

Tense: =~ .
‘Atmosphere

Among, those suspended the
majority, for example, 2¢ out
of 34 in A.G. West Bengal's
office, 20 out of 28 in the
office of the Income Tax Com-
missioner, West Bengal, 13
out of 29 in Telegraph Check
office, 20 out of 32 in the
office of the Deputy -Accoun-.
“tant General, Post and Tele-
graph, West Bengal, 21 out of
37 in the office of the Re-
glonal Directorate of Food
(Eastern. Region), 182 out of
194 in Civil Aviation Deptt.

. (Rastern Region), _etc, are
neither members of the execu-
tive committees or office
bearers mnor anything more
than mere members of their
unions. - Though the axe of
suspension or dismissal has
not spared one office-bearer
of all the unions in different
" establishments, the foregoing
figures cannot but lead-to the
presumption that the former
were victims of personal

 VICTIMISATION

vindictiveness of their réspec-
: tive authorities. .

The atmosphere in . all
these offices particularly in
the P & T, Telephones,
Railways - and Defence

- establishments was vicious
- with suspicion, fear and
_possible recriminations hy
the local heads. All of the

suspended employees were .

denied ‘entry into their

office premises
. many -ofuthem . ave  either
. membexs:: pr  functionaries
~of :$he cooperative organisa-
tions situated in their office
. premises. These: members,
. in certain offices, have been

forced to gueue up oufside

their subsistence allowances
lsiiuring the period of suspen-
on.

That some of these officers
were, at least, not’ quite the
competent persons to entrust
such wide powers with would
be evident from the following
instance.

R. S. Maunder, IAS,
Deputy Accountant General
(Admn.) West Bengal, whose
competence and education for
the office he holds had pre-
viously been widely questioned
is one such. An extract from
a representation made by the
Association citing specimens
of his writings is reproduced:
“Office’ Order (Admn. Series)
No. Estt.|20 1ds'n‘.ed 19th May

960. .

It came to my notice in one
or two cases that journeys to
have taken wa:s performed
without ‘prior intimation - to
Estt. Section that leave travel -
concession will be availed of
as prescribed in’ para 2 ‘of
Government of India, Minis-
try of Home Affairs O.M. No.
43 (1)|55-Estts. (A)-Part II
dated 9. 11. 56 (extract repro-

_duced below for ready refer-—

ence). It should be noted that
prior intimation availing of-
leave travel concession is a

‘condition precedent to the

grant of such concession and, .
therefore, no leave travel con-
cession will, in 'future, be
granted in the absence of such
prior intimation in prescribed -
form which will be available
from the Estt. Section when
necessary. . . .”. (Particular
emphases ours)

Comments on “the literary
exploits of this worthy are
unnecessary. What a judge

'BLOCKS_ .
DESIGNS _

STEREOS -
DIES AND_

for

| HIGH CLASS
'CINEMA SLIDES_

ART PRINTING.

although -

office precincts to receive -

‘for the

‘ged” such “farms”

) A ST Dimhsnidm mraw e SO

and prosecutor to hand over
‘the employees to! .

- In the office of the Re-
gional Director of Food
(Eastern Region), Calcutta,
an officer who was recently
. reverted to a lower position
owing, to misappropriation
of public money has been

found to be merrily engaged

in similar missions of
calumny and vendetta.

On top of this were police
and military atrocities. On an
assessment made by the East-
ern Railwaymen’s Union of
" the magnitude of the strike

among thir workers, it be-

comes evident that about 75 to

80 per cent of the workers

were absolutely behind the
_union. There was & complete
stoppage of movement  of
trains at the Sealdah Division
and between Howrah and
Jhajha on the main line and
Howrah and Gomoh on the
Grand Cord line. All the rail-
way sheds, stations, cabins in
Howrah, Sealdah, Asansol and
Dinapore Divisions were total-

ly closed for all the days of.

the strike. .

t
An impression of police re;
pression can be had from the:
fact that union offices in|
various places Were .raided,;
indiscriminate arrests were
made all along the line. At
Dhanbad including the sur-
rounding  coalfield areas,
police broke into houses, man-
handled the inmates including
women and children. Similar
depredations were also carried
out in Gomoh and - Barka-
.khana. Firing was resorted to
at Burdwan and lathi-
.charges made consecutively
for three days at Asansol,
Ondal, Dhanbad and other
places. - Further, in many
places Section 144 and curfew
were clamped down. The rail-
way quarters at Sealdah and -
Howrah were visited by
officers including the General
Manager, Eastern Railway

LAND REFORMS:=
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on land, commerce and fin-
ance to masquerade as ‘culti--
vator”—or even as “efficient-
ly managed farms” receiving
marks!—it is going to spell
disaster not only for the eco-
nomy. but the entire body
politic. . .

Disaster
For Economy .

It is going to spell disaster
economy = because
however “efficiently mana-"’
may be,
even if they receive all the
1000 marks, it is an economic .
absurdity to expect that pri-
vate extensive farming on a
mechanised scale is a feasible
proposition in a country where
the man-land ratio has been
increasingly adverse for the
last two centuries, so much so
that- even the- Malthusian
checks of recurrent famines
throughout the 19th century
and almost even ten years—.
the span getting narrowed. to
three years in West Bengal—
in the 20th century have fail-
ed to create any labour short-
age in this country. And pri-
vate.large-scale farming can
only be extensive, i.e. you can
raise the . productivity per
unit of labour and not pro-
ductivity per unit = of acre
through private - large-scale '

.accompanied by é.rme'd forces

who went on threatening the.

loco and traffic staff either to

resume their duties or face-

arrest and vacate their quar-
ters. Railways establishments
.at Naihati, Ranaghat, Jhaja,
Gomoh and others -experi-
enced similar threats. "

at Madhupur and Sakrigali-
ghat were convicted and
sentenced
ment and fine on the ground
of mere participation in the

- sttike. Those arrested at Sa-

krigalighat were. tied..round

their waists and dragged up -

to the police lock-up at Sahib-

ganj. The total number of E.

Rly. staff arrested is 2,200

among whom 1,336 are still in’
, Dolice custody—the. amount
, for bail demanded -for each
of them ranges from - Rs.

10,000 to 15,000 in different
" courts of Bihar. o

On the South-Eastern Rail-
way which runs through four
States, widespread. police re-

- pression was let loose on al-
.most every railway colony or
establishment particuldrly in
Bihar and M. P. The colonies
were virtually: turned into
concentration camps with
jeeps-full of armed police

roving around all through the -

strike period. The leaders of

the union "were imprisoned

and some members - of the
staff were forcibly taken into
custody and pushed into the
sheds or offices and were
asked at the point of bayonet
either to resume duty or face
arrest. and vacate the quar-
ters. Even members of their
families were not spared in-
_ dignities. A deputation of 500
women consisting: of the
wives and relations of:. the
employees went to the Deputy
Commisgioner gt Purulia and
sought his intervention.

The Final Act in this drama
of putting the clock back
started with the withdrawal .
of the recognition ‘of associa-

Some railwaymen arrested

with - imprison- -

tions. Orders from the Gov- -
ernment of India withdrawing

recognition forthwith = from

office of the Regional Direc-
tor of Food, the A. G., West

Bengal, Dy. Accountant, Ge~
neral, Telegraph Check
Office, Dy. Accountant Ge-

and C.AOFR. & S. have ‘just

_arrived; in the first case the’

recognition - has been . with-

to rules which have long since
been superseded by the Cen-
tral -Civil Services . (Recogni-
tion of Service Associations)
Rules 1959 promulgated- - by
the President of India. These
are but forerunners of many
more to come.

So, it seems we -have rea-
ched the beginning of the.
end. The ruling class is in-:
creasingly finding demo-
cracy too expensive. So it is

- preparing to get rid of ‘it,

leaving the benefits only for -

such barbarous juntas as
those ruling the rogst in

Assam or for a gang of,

racketeers as in Kerala. Let
. all the political parties in
India decide and decide for-
thwith what they are going -
to do about this down-hill
erash toward which the In-
dian State is plunging. The
defence of jobs of those
‘ slaughtered all over India,
and in West Bengal and the
Dalhousie Square in parti-
cular, has to be the starting
-point of the battle for the
prevention of this impend-
ing crash, =~ : :

Let us all take the vow in-
‘the name of the slight surall
‘figure with the
plaits of hair, the discharged
tuberculosis patient, the age-
worn railway clerk, the steno-
typist - with the hacked ner-.

" .ves to do all we can to 'pre-

vent this terrible crime. The
Government of India must be
brought to trial. The charge
is culpable homicide. :

That is why most of
the recent surveys show
that productivity per acre
and intensity of cultivation

- per acre is higher in small
and middle size farms than
in large farms in India. It-
tensive large-scale farming
raising the productivity per
acre, which is the  only
solution in the short-run
for a surplus-labour coun-
try, cannot be undertaken
unless the productive ener-
gy of the working peasant

- is released, unless his cal-
loused hamds are freed from .
the tentacles of the conglo-

- merate Iandlords’ grip. Pro-
. duction cannot and will not
ri_se substantially and stea-
dily in the short run unless
the working peasant be-
comes the monarch in the
village. o '

nacing way in which such
forces as represented by the
Akali Dal in Punjab, the Jan
Sangh ' in the North- and

Central India, the Ganatantra -

Parishad in Orissa’ .and, the
-Janata Party in Bihar _have.
recently been emerging on
the Indian scene, is the poli-

tical reflex of economic vic- °

tories scored by the forces of
conglomerate landiordism

through their use of land le- - -~

‘gislation in reverse gear. Once -
these forces can
necessary links via the Swa-
tantra Party and the increas-
ingly powerful’ Right inside
the Congress, the very base of
JIndian democracy may -be
undermined. That is also the
lesson of history. '

Wherever the second - way
of capitalist development pre-

 vailed fromr the:start, eg: in

Disaster
Politically
It is going to spell disaster

politically because—as . again

the General Secretary’s Re-
port to the ATKS session in

" Ghazipur drew urgent atten-

tion to—these .conglomerate
landlords on the offensive in
the countryside also consti-

-tute the base, in rural soicety, -
-of Right

reaction, = of the
darkest forces of communa-

lism and -casteism. The me- .to Socialism.

.

Germany, Japan, and the

period of Stolypin reforms in
Russia, democracy has always
been slaughtered at the altar
of the landed latifundia. .On
the_ other. hand, if .the work- '
ing peasant is allowed or is
able to.make a-break through-
like the yeomanry of Crom-
well’s army—at least the
future of democracy can be
salvaged, though the yeoinan-~
ry can live on and not be-
come g mere lingering shadow
in the writings of a Words-
worth or a Hardy only-if the
working class leads- the way
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the Staff Associations of.the .

neral, Post- and Telegrapn . . ; df_ Cachar) an d ,théi'éf'o're', they

-gideration which is not ordi--
drawn merely by a reference.

id
" Bengall  Congressnren - refuse
are
.Bengali. or in" the Assamese

- above
‘nomy.

. . some time ago in the mighty

twé black - '

* tenance

forge the °

==
-

COME TO .
THIS PASS?

are “entitled - to- specldl = con~ .

narily given to small linguistic,
diinorities in other States. = .
+Both the . Assamese. .an

to realise that the tribals
not - interested either in ,the

language or in English but in
their = own ~language “.and,
all, in regional auto-’

The all-India Congress
leaders in ‘their turn are
blind to. the fact that .over ~
and. above thése  complex
__issues of the.language is the

““sense .of frustration felt by.
the 'Assamese  people .that
the ‘development " of. . their

_ State is' neglected ‘by. the

. Govérnment. - This ' erupted
demonstrations .of the’

_‘Assamese’ people on the

* jssnes, of location of the oil’
refinery in Assam. The same
sense of frustration is felt

" by the tribal peoples that.
their own development is

- neglected both by the.Cen-

* tral as well as the State
_Government of Assam.
Do the Congress leaders at

". Jeast now realise ‘that the -

armed revolt.. of . the Naga:

l»xf*)l:*x(»lﬁ_i—!l-*#’l-**’*ﬂﬁéi»***u*ﬁ**&ﬂ»*##****&#“&*&**iﬁ**&*lﬂ*ll-}ﬂ-i**iﬂ%t&&
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. C OMRADE ~ Gajendra-
s nath “Mali, undergoing

dwip case, who has already.

spent eleven years in pri<

_som; writing to E. M. 8.

from Dum Dum, says:

of June 9 on 20.6.1960. We

ly believe that one day the
Communist _Party  will
secure our release. We have
told 'guite a lot to Comrade
" Bhupesh Gupta when we

‘you will implement the de-

even without- our prompt-
ing, of carrying out your
duty. We hope that success:

- ¢ept from “us' personally

AR

k.

people. and _ the. . fratricidal M'st T!BPFI C

conflict in Assam are not accl-
‘dental but. ate the-.outward

manifestations of the simmer-".

ing discontent that cannot be

Forget '
LET THEM NOT FORGET

removed by showing an attl- . o4 these -~ deficiencies . and,

tude of contempt for lingpism

- And “parochialism?. : Do -they

-realise the folly . contained .in:
the unanimously  adopted’ re-
_solution of the:-recent Poona

" meeting: of the AICC that the -

-Cngress Party- will not coun-
the formation of
any new State—a . resolution
‘which -had to be ignored in
‘the ‘matter -of less than two
months of its adoption when
the Government of India had’

" %o-agree to the formation of
- the.new Naga State?. Is this

.oné -development not enough

* for them to realise that there
- is - -something fundamentally”

wrong with the stand that
they have so. far. taken with
Tegard to the .formation of
- linguistic - States: and the
demands of the tribal peoples?

- Modesty Will

Do Good

"It would, - therefore, be

*.". worthy of the leaders of the

-'Congress and of the Govern-

. ment .if they are a little

more modest in the claims
“that they make with regard

" *'to the 13-year-old record of
their rule in independent
India, .. S

© " Nobody -would objeet to

their taking pride in the good

. things they they have done,

such as the adoption of a Re-~
publican’ Constitution, the
elimination of princely rule,

: U “the abolition of the zamindari

system, tenancy reforms in

- severdl . States, the formula-

tion .of - Five-Year Plans, the
implementation.of & policy of
friendship’ with the Socialist

. and peace-loving countries of

the world, etc., ete. - .

_ ‘While taking credit for these
things, let themr not blind
‘themselves _to the = obvious -
deficiencies and weaknesses of
their rule. - e
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weaknesses  are of ~such -a
‘character” that the unity.in
diversity that has always.been -
the goal of Indian nationalism
—India: being 3 strong, uni-
fled. nation but the various
linguistic and tribal groups
that . inhabit it having the
utmost autonomy within their
own States and regions—is
endangered. Let them realise
that if they. are not humble
enough to realise their defici-
encies and wise enough to
find .a solution that is-accep-
table to the 'most diverse
linguistic and .tribal elements
in the country, the unity of
the nation will not stand the
test of history. . "~ . B
. LET .THEM NOT -FORGET-
that. while country’. after .
country in the colonial world
of Africa has been -able to
throw: off ‘the yoke of colonial
domination, the Portuguese
rulers are still occupying ‘a
part-of our. country. ... . o
LET THEM NOT FORGET
that. despite two Five-Year
Plans-which have been formu- .
lated “and implemented, the
living. and working ‘cotditions
of the common people have

not registered any . improve-. .

ment, that-on-the other-hand,
growing burdens of taxation,
ever-rising prices of consump- :
tion goods, increasing .un- .
employment, etc., ‘are mdking .
their Hving conditions increas-
ingly miserable. -
-LET THEM NOT FORGET
‘that- the fiscal ‘and financial
policies  pursued . by-- ‘the
Government ‘are leading -the
economy to an extremely diffi--
cuit :'situation in .which -our
Ministers, Ambassadors--and
other representatives” have to
go from country. to ' country
‘begging for -help.- :
LET THEM NOT FORGET

that 1t 15_in the background-

.. & 25-year term in the Kak- .

. Nambeodiripad on 'July 1,
“We received' your letter

- are all very happy on get. -
ting the letter. We all firm- -

" met him. We remind him - -
of. our long incarceration. -
~ It remains our wish that. -

sire you --have expressed;

.will attend your ' efforts.
" For your eflorts please ac- -

-

and -for the Central Exe-
cutive Commitiee and the
‘National Conngil our heart-
- felt -greetings  and’ revolu-
: tionary Red Salute. - -

- «pleage let us know soon
"_ what steps you are taking.”

- Comrade Pannalal Das
Gupta, . sentenced ~to 25
- years, - who has - already
"having undergone. ’eight
‘yéars and .eleven ' ~months .
of imprisonment writes to
E. ‘M. S. Namboodiripad
from Alipore Jail, ‘saying:
“We are very glad to re-
cieve - your letter .dated
9.6.1960. Everybody  here -
appreciates your Sympathy
and concern for us, ' the
long-term political prison-
ers. ) : '
« - ‘«please accept our sin-

of . these' deficienciés and

shortcomings in the matter of |
- implementing national _poll-,
scles that the Congress as an

organisation is -finding . itself :

in. -an- acute  organisational &'
crisis. The group rivalries and §

factional - squabbles which
Congress leaders deplore ad-

‘pauseam are ~not accidental

but o degeneration .of the

‘once-great mational qrgs_u_llsa-‘ )

tion.. . - .
Why This
Situation

If, the Congress President §

and other .leaders . are
sincere in their desire to rid
‘their organisation of these
_evils whose: ‘existence- they

- have themselves- to openly . j

.- admit, they have to turn the

torch of criticism inwards. }

They have . to ask them-
. selves the question why the

- great mational organisation, §

“which, in the days of anti-

* imperialist .. struggle,  had } )
. fired millions on millions of |

young and: ¢ld in our coun-

try with _the  idealism of §

freedom-loving people, has
" mow been reduced to such a
state that, in the words of
the Congress President him-
self, Congressmen are com-

- sidered to-be corrupt unless |

otherwise proved. ' .

Prime - Minister had " “said
thirteen. years ago:.“We have

.achieved ‘much, we have. to-
“ achieve ‘much more: - Let us

- then~address ourselves: to our
new ‘tasks with the determi- §

ration and adherence of high

- principles . which -our great

leader has taught us. ... I
we ‘aim- at ‘the big things of

.‘life, if we dream of India as a

great nation giving her age-
‘old message of peace and free-

“dom‘to -others, then we have

‘to - dedicate ourselves as

worthy children of Mother.

India.” ’ N
~+"  NEWAGE  *

@

- Buch an attitude of humi- |
- lity -and self-criticism will be
in Kkeeping . with -what - the

' .ﬂ;ﬁﬂﬁjﬁ«fﬂ;sﬂfﬂnﬂyﬁiﬂg«#ﬂ«ﬂgﬁ«&ﬂn««”««n«unﬂfn{a;nogngnﬁﬁﬂ«nﬂﬂgﬁn

cere compliments and ‘con- ;
" leney’s visit to our State, .

very the same to all who so
kindly lent their support
-for the camse of our re-

lease”

: APPHAL TO

ur BA@H’EBAPATI
. In a petition addressed.

. to the President ' of India
- on-_behalf of 15-long-term
prisoners (14 sentenced for

life), each of whom has.

already spent eight to ten
. -years in prison Comrade
. V. Meenatchinathan ' says:
“May it please your Ex-
cellency, T -
‘“We are glad to learn
“that  your Excellency: is
" paying a visit to our State
on the eve of the Indépen-
dence Day this year. We
heartily weleome .- your
Excellency.

° g Y

.

rwo . .
‘CLASSICS
‘OF .. T

ficent prose, .

Postage + Ordinary 0.67 Np. Registared Rs. 137 Np

ON LITERATURE.

it Is a treat to fiod & great literary genius describe how

he learnt to write. And that Is what Gorky.does'in one of . .
_ the pleces in this callection of his collected articles.

The articles on literature which covers a wide range from -

themes to crafesmanship can hardly be.missed by any
 ctudege of litersture. And 2lso-here-is Gorky writing on .
#_ other world famous figures in Russian litersture like Chekhov

and Tolstol. a .

‘;r} kfyodoy.cmplnf o

Been For Years

unexpired portion of our

" dence Day.” -

. bars.
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_THE LIFE-OR MATVEI KOZHEMYAKIN -

" A novel of grim sealism with its eetting in the Russia-of *.

s . the nineteenth century; Kozhemyakin shall always be.
regarded as a Gorky clagsic. - The novel highlights the
niew fermént that wasultimately 10 désiroy ‘the very fabri¢ -
of the old social order, The éternal conflict 'of the new 10 -
assert over the decadence of the ofd is ‘dépicted in miagni-

. s some letters of historic value
"y from Gdrky €o some of his famous contemporaries like
Tolstol .H. G. Wells, Romain Rolland, Stefeb Zweig,

This volume also contaln

13

“In view of your Excel- '

specially our district (Ma-
durai), ‘and in view of the
fact that your Excellency .
is celebrating ' this year’s
Independence Day in Mad-
ras and considering the
fact that- we the  young
political prisoners have not .
Qparticipated,” not even in-
one of the Independence
Day . celebrations in . the
Republic ‘of Bharatf, we
{most . earnestly. pray your
Excellency ‘to . remit . the

Ly

sentence. and release. us
during this year’s Indepen-

_In West Bengal, in Ta-
milnad, in’ Bihar 2 number
of long-term prisoners are
languishing - behind the -
b Remember them on
this Independence Day and
demand-. their immediate -
release. - :

2
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It is the ﬁfteenth annwersary (Au%'ust 6) of
. the first atom bomb dropped on Hiroshima. We
are pleased to print a_poem by Wataru Kaji,
 Japan’s veteran poet, who took part in the Tokyo-
demonstration on July i1 ilgamst the military
, pact with the US.” v

K ISHI the dirty dog o
‘because Hagarty’s car ’ -
was. surrounded by a mass ;
" of angry people: who smashed
car windows, this same Kishi
burst into tears, shamelessly!
His Foreign Minister. said
“‘really this was too. impolite’
.50 now we can write his name
in the joreign way, as more befiting him;
Hagarty, now that you have been he‘re
you .can see that those
_who call themselve a government are but
a dummy defence post on a bridgehead
“you and your master. Etse'nhower—
the unwelcome—
dreamed that. you could so easily penetrate
this sea of anger to salvage
the filthy, stinking bit of 'paper
. you call g treaty! We
the Japanese people, know best
what kind of courtesy we should use
L in dealmg with you.

* & *
A raging gea whose waves
rise continuously, with the strength
that an unbreakable unity endows;
youth, workers, students, girls and boys |
streaming with sweat, I salute you! ’
A free and peaceful motherland
will express deep—-felt gratitude!

HOBH,

KOREAN

'they wrought havoc - with the,
Soopoong and 18 other power!
of major,

HIS August 15 . the

people in North Korea
celebrate the -15th = Anni-
versary . of Lrberatlon. -

‘These 15 years have been a

 period -of .an unprecedent-
- .ed upsurge and tremendous
. changes in the history of the

Korean people.

The Democratic People’s

Republic of Korea has turned
from a backward agrarian

" country  to- an industrial=
agricultural country. with a -

firm, self.supportmg founda—
fion.

llpswing 0f -

Production

" Democratic Republic the
exclusive domination of the
Socialist relations of pro-
duction has been established

-. in all realms of the national

_ economy. The exploitation
of man by man has been
eliminated once and for all

Production has shown a i
rapid upswing. In the 14 years

. since the liberation to the end

- of 1959—three years of which.

were spent in war and roughly

eight years in rehabilitation—.

the industrial output grew 19

- times and grain output by 79

per . cent. Thus all - these

changes and growth have been

made in .the brief period of

five to six years through all -

sorts of dlfﬂcultles and obsta-
cles.

The J apanese colomalists,"‘ :
left behind in Korea a back- .

ward agriculture shackled to
the feudal tenant system and

" a lopsided, backward industry.-

Furthermore, when retreating,
PAGE EIGHTEEN

" Don’t. laugh at me when 1 can no hmger

PEOPLE S

development in the fulﬂlment .

- stations,

. severed
Korea from agricultural South.

- times . .the’

scores
factories including the Whan-
ghal Iron Works, the Kim-:

chaik Iron Works and the’
Chongjin Spinning Mill, 242
mines and 80 per cent of the ]

locomotives. .
The occupation, of SOuth

Korea' by  US.. imperialism -
industrial .North

Korea. -

The b.‘s.'vvimperlallst aggres-

-

sors provoked a war when the

rehabilitation of the national

" economy. was-almost complete.
. .During the -war,. the .enemy -
"destroyed some 8,700 factory -

destroyed

buildings - - and

'371,000. hectares of crop fields.

In the Korean l’ eopl e’sf The- losses sustained by the

national .economy amounted '

£0.420,000 million won (in old -

currency), or more than six

income in 1949

‘High' Growth

Bme

average annual growth rate

total _national .

Durmg the - penod oi the :
Three-Year Plan for post-
‘war rebabilitation and cons- -
truction (1954 - 1956), the .

" of industrial producfion was

" 417 per cent and in the first .-
years of the First

three -
Five-Year - Plan ' (1957-1959)
it stood at 44.6

iper cent.
The average annual growth

rate in the postwar years -

(1954-1959)
cent.. .

‘was

passing that of the postwar.
rehabilitation period was one
of the most important charac--
teristies of < the industrial

43.1 per

) Thefhlgh growth rate sur-

* withold tears, in the m;dst

of your earth-sheking cries zmpossrble

not-to be gripped by emotion! Flames

* have. éruptéd from the polcanoes .

- of the island of Japan, heating my blood-

.to . boiling point, recalling my youth;

: ,'All down the streets, from every window
" .come voices shouting support; waving hands

- from the scaffolding of every

:'constructzon site; uncles with towels

" Japan's NO to-Military Pact

of ‘the First Five-Year Plan.

The'l‘hree-Year Plan for re-
--habilitation ‘and. construction
‘was fulfilled in two years and
'eight months and . the First
Five-Year Plan in two-and-a-

half years in the fotal indus-.
. trial output value, which rose
6.6 times in 1959 compared

‘ with the pre-hberatlon year of
1944 -

. 'l‘he tempo of growth of
_industry. in the Republic in
_the recent five years has
_been - three . to four times
faster than that of Japan—

KPDR Premier Kim 11 Sung in-the Wanghai ¥ron .
g . Works, - | . = R

: 'around their heads children on
" their shoulders, join:the ranks; aunts .
. ‘rush out of the houses drymg their hands
* on aprons; monks with arins ralsed high
then Christians, singing hymns; never
have I felt this way before; everyone
30 near to each other, so. closely knit
together; arms linked to .arms, so let us
. hold together under the dancing banners
" that lead the people, becoming a great sea
" with each great wave higher than the last!
Let us with our own hands, snatch back
.democracy, recover our motherland! Now
the express train on which we ride
- ig hurtling towards. & precipice, so must we
- halt the locomotive; @ hundred million .
.. .. -people standing firmly; in the driver’s seat’
- there sits @ messenger of hell who says
theré is no way to change direction; so must ‘we’
! _th'rottle him; pull him doum, for he -
" is one of those:who have drwen wickedly
" before, but who still arrogantly says

teach him @ hard lesson—get him to know
what are the regulations, who makes them;
that democracy is real; that it must be
the people who make rules; we, ourselves;
the soundless voices still come
,from the precipice of Okinawa, f'rom under
‘the monument there, where a group
of girl students were killed; then at
the sites of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
pitiful sobbing still bfeaks throudh
halt this train!
Change its driver!
" the time has come for our Motherlind

- to'drive forward on the great road that leads
to freedom and .peace.

(Translated by Rewi Alley)

REI UBHC

the fastest in the capltalist
world.

A rapid increase -has been
made in the volume of retail
goods turrnover thanks to the

- increase. in the income of the

working people.” Unemploy-
ment has been long ellmlnated
in the'’KPDR. .

. In 1959 -the State. fund for

' soclal insurance, paid leave, .

rest, free education. and free

medical treatment showed an_
. increase of ten times compar-

ed with that in the prewar
year ] 1949

NEW AGE

the passengers have no power to halt .
their road to doom! Now must we = .

Fifteenik'

Annwersary. '

Mlddle school compulsory'
education “system has - been .

enforced and the preparations

for the technical compulsory -

education - system are

nowﬁ
under way. ;

" All school .education is free

of charge, all people are en~ . -
titled to free medlcal treat-

ment

Through the successfub

fulfitment of the First Five-

Year Plan by 1959 the colo-
nial lopsidedness of industry:

has. been wiped out -and.

.. the foundation l'or a. gelf-
supporting pational “econe-
my and Socialist indus~
trialisation firmly laid. :

Elooking To

 The Fatare

this - year to

another, higher peak. In this
sense, the year-1960 is called
a buﬂer perlod

Next year, the Korea.n peo— .
ple will launch: a fuli-fledged
; . surmounting’
another. peak ln the way of .
their victorious advance. A -
‘new,

struggle  for’

‘long-range plan . will
start -in 1961 during -which

.slgnal advance will be made
in the Socialist industrialisa--

tion of the country ' and
enhancement of the peoplea
llvlng standards

“The Korean people consider
it the key ‘to the peaceful

unification of  their divided

‘country to fulfil ‘the task of
- building a developéd Socialist
. industrial country with a high
. llvlng standard for the people.

- AUUUST 14, 1960

The Korean People are now
_-dedicating -
preparation . for conquering .

: -il FRJOM PAGE 2

atmosphere of mutual trust

and goodwill and not for settl-
- ing scores in a spirit. of poll-

tical vendetta ”

‘a Valﬁant
- speeeln

Speaking right ~after.
- Nehru’s = broadsides = and

" theatrical bursts of temper,
"Nath Pai ‘made a valiant
speech. He began by stating
- that one of the mistakes of
-the employees had been that
they had taken the Prime

- Minister -and his teachings’

too seriously. -
He sald’ thatiit was the

-, «gdathantine attitude” of the

Government on the issue of
dearness allowance which led
to the failure of the negotia.

. tions which were ¢arried on to

“the very last minute before

zero-hour, making the strike
mevltable. :

Was lt'antl-soclal he asked,
for the employees to demand

that they be given at least-
_what they had in-1947? This -

would have meant the slight-~
_est of modifications of the Pay
‘Comnrission’s -~ recommenda-

. -tlons. which ‘the Government

" point-blank refused. For Gov-
ernment to talk of the abso-
Jute sanctity of the Pay Com-
mission’s = report  sounded

. rather odd when it had-most

_ungraciously. pigeonholed the

recommendations of the Law
Commiission and drastically
modlﬁed -other awards.

He contrasted the authon-

- tarian manner of. the Govern-
ment towards its-own emplo-
yees with its utterly . liberal .

approach to blackmarketeers
and- hoarders.  Far -from

" hanging them from the near-
egt, lamp-post, as. Nehru had .
"'onee.

threatened, -even . the

provisions - of the .

. Commodities Act were not be-

‘ing applied against them:

‘ ?ﬂe& ', E“o_r ‘

4 soe!aﬂ Jastice -
-“Nath Pai went on to make.

" -a ‘passionate plea for some
Theasure of 'equality and

. social justice. He wanted to

- Emow where the increase-in
- mational income was being

" siphoned - off—there = were

the -employees with a bare
_Rs. 80 per month and there
was the magnate who, as
. the papers-had reported on
Aungust 9, bought a car from
a diplomat for Rs.. 80,000,

.WherewasSociallsmin'\ll

¢

“had - sald

" this?

He made a direct hit wit'n
the ‘next point—the atmos-
-phere in Government offices.
Snobbery and arrogance ‘were
as much at & premium as in
the British days. ‘He dquoted
from Nehrw’s Autobiography
where 1t had been writien that

- the  change in the colour of
* the -skin of the bureaucrat: .

would not mean freedom. Yet
now the Prime Minister tole-

rated and petted this brown-.

skinned inheritors of the Brr-

. 1ish mantle. -

It'was here that Nath Pal
'created quite a .flutter by

quoting from.the Prime Min- .
7 ister’s letter to the Chief Min-

3sters on June 30 .where he’
that the Govern--

."ment had “thus far not evolv-

“ed- any adequate machinery

 AUGUST 14, 1960

Hssme -

Essential

‘smm@ror

for settlement of dlsputes uf
this type..

“A problem -which p'er-
haps could have been solved
with - greater: ease becomes
more difficult, frustration
takes place and ‘Passions are -
aroused. All thls leads {o
conflict, which is good for
no. one.” After this dis-

closure the’ pose_of injured .

innecence on the part of the
Prime. Minister counld no

" longer be maintained.

_ Indrajit Gupta deltvered the
coup de grace on behalf of the
insulted and injured emplo-,
yees. He began by noting the

Prime. Minister’s “invitation
to appear before him in sack-

cloth and ashes..I am afraxd.

1 must decline that invitation
firmly but politely.” . CLw

Centrnl'

. -

There was ' no- use, he said,
of trying to avoid the central
issue of the strike' which was

—*“are the Government em-
ployees to have any sort of
guarantee that their existing
real wages are going to be

protected?.... The employees

were out for some sort of re- -
. lease, release from this .per- - =}
- petual mightmare which has

been -haunting them for the
this .

ldst so many years,
nightmare - of rising prices
and falling real wages.”

He completely exploded
Nehru's attempt fo work up
hysteria about border defencc

by referring to the manner in-
‘which .theCenfral Govern-. -

‘ment had -aillowed the total

breakdown of law and orderin -~

the -border -State of :Assam.
‘Begides, - he' added,
has .no: meaning’' without 'a

strong - rear——could.. you treat .

the workers here to starvation
and hunger and expect your
defence to be strengthened"’

'rakmg up Nehru's

“the tiger -(mounting frustra-
tion) is there-"even  if the
rider may have fallen off. ...
One should beware  lest- the
tiger become a- man-eater.",

Sirike

A telling .point made by the o

Communist - M.P. was thaf,
even if défeated with regard

_to its immediate demands the -
strike had given a jolt -to the

Government and made it act
with regard to new pay—scales
and assurances of a-dearness
allowance
the cost of living index ‘rose
ten points in 12 months and
jts - partial ~ neutralisation.

‘What would have normally

taken months was effected. in
a few days—"“there was obvi~

ously some catalytic agent,

working somewhere .
e
|

Basie e RIS

Lessen |

The strike and its a!ter-

math had only. confirmed,’ '

he said, the basic lesson of
the past -decade and nore—

- only by -struggle “could -the

* people. hope - to - gain any-
thing. This, in itsélf, would
be an enormous gain for the
.1mMAass democratrc movement.
Takin Cup the “bani on
strikes, Indrant Gupta stated

_realities - .of

CINTUC which was apprehen--

"defence )

e-, .
about riding a tiger he said, -

|
|
i
i
1
i
g
B
|

review-- in. case

that there were: the objective
.. “rising. - prices,
blackmarketing; . profiteering
and: speculation. If you can
ban them, you can also ban
strikes. Otherwise, a -hundred
bans will not: prevent people’
- going on strike if their living
conditions become intoler-
able.” - - . -

- On the problem of excluding
“outsiders” from the emplo-
yees’ unions he stated that the
AITUC had officially accepted
the . Government .- proposal
some months ago—-lt was. the

sive on -this score. Buf, he
added, “your outsiders must
not. - include - ex-employees.”
Otherwise it would be all. too
easy for the Government to
sack  office.bearers of emplo-
yees’ ‘unions.and then: term
them “outsiders" .

Condemmng the whole-sale
: victimisation, he emphasised
that there had been several

’ ,Supreme Court rulings to the
“effect that no employeé could

be dismissed simply for parti-
cipation in.an illegal strike.
Yet -this ‘was being advanced
as the reason .for a large
number . of-. dismissal - orders
served on: the strikers. He
demanded that the employees,
who .-had  -been = proceeded
against by their departm‘ent
heads, should have '~ some
appellate body - or appellate

authority to whlch they could‘\

take their cases

‘ _Congressmen 8.

Bole -

‘It is a srgmﬁcant fact‘

that, apart from Sucheta
Kripalani,’ not a single Con-
gress MP. had a” word of

cheer to offer to the Cen--

tral Government employees.

Most of them were vocifer-’

ous in their support for the

speeches of Nehru and Paut_

_interrupting- - those.

‘and vied wnth each other in *

who |
defended the employees.

" Thus, the. debate concluded
in' the Lok Sabha. Much'is
talked of the virtues of-discus-
sion as an integral part of our
democracy. Yet, it was obvious
enough that no amount of
reason and eloguence would
move the Government. The
debate rubbed home the same
lesson that the strike had con-
veyed—strugele, reinforced by

united.strength, alone wiil get. - -
* the people anywhere. Anditis . °

only in the solidarity with
such struggle that the Mem-
bers .of Parliament - ¢an be
worthy of their - calling—
tribunes of the people. On

‘the eve of Independence -Day -

celebrations the people would:
do well to ask and to discover .
how ‘many of their represen-
tatives. Were thus worthy.

—MOHI T SBN

,(August 10).

"Means
YOUR
GOODS

~ REACH

PASTER

SR by

chx 'rnAaesrr

SERVICE

|—|—l+|+lflf/\

c.

;‘\ﬂl—l—

soad
lORTHERN
RAILWAY X

" To speed up dehvery of ,
- your goods, the Raxlway have -
- mtroduced  Quick:
S Servioc on a large number of .

ioomact the nearest goods =

New Delhi—Howrah. 5 days
New Delhl—Bombay 5 days:.

Kanpur—Howrah .4 days
o 'Kanpur—Gorakhpur 3 days.
Kanpur—Gauhau ‘14 days

vmenghat—Gauhan 12. days:
& many other stauons.

‘Q.T.S. ensures eed delivery-
- within specified. pg.ﬂparant

_‘Q.Ts. involves a ncmmal enn
chirge of 3 nP. per rupee’
~and above the usual freight.
gensngnmere:‘tis do hot reach ' within. .

specifi pcnod the’ surdmrge is = .
~refundable -

Transit -

"For further .details.

If t.he'

T
Iy
|

NORTH EASTERN
RAILWAY

NEW AGE




. .liEGDo'NO- D597 ’

tions with all our neighbours.
They exploit the healthy -
sentiments of our people for
amity and friendship with™
Pakistan to make us repudiate
in- practice our policy of non-
involvement in military alli-
ances. The Prime Minister has
.rejected their counsel. Yet the
‘reactionaries, even. those
inside his party, are Kkeep-
ing up- the pressure.

Congo And

- Cuba .

" Fhis is the decade of irresis-
tible African resurgence and
. today Congo is its symbol. The
imperialists, through their
puppets within and under the
cover of the U.N. flag from
-outside, seek to make another
-Korea out of Congo. The
USSR and the independent

African States have openly -
- pledged all support to. the.

Lumumba ° Government to
perserve the unity and inte-
. grity of Congo and: expel the

Belgian aggressors. The Indian™~

Government is yet silent while
the greatest imperialist plot of
the day against. Congo, and

not only Congo but the whole

" of Africa, is afoot. Now is the

time to express not only in

words - but in deeds Afro-
Asian solidarity.

‘In far off Latin America,
Cuba has become the symbol;
of the struggle of the coun-

* tries - of the American con--—

. tinent -against .U.S.” overlord-
shig. The USSR has pledged
support - for the defence of
Cuban independence and aid
for its economic- development
India has not yét spoken* up

- against the U.S. bully. - -

: The abnve broad sketch ot

THIRD PLAN

Y% FROM FBONT PAGE

“the anti-colonial struggle
of the ddy revea!s that the
Indian Government is play-
ing a passive rolé which' is
not worthy. of our mnational
- tradition and if persisted in
. “can only be regarded by

- suffering Afro-Asian ' coun-
- triés as indirect aid to the

imperialist aggressor.
A decade.of Indian planning

_is nearly over. We are‘on the
'eve of the Third Plan. . :

The most significant achieve-
ment of the last’ ten years

“of planning - is :the  stride-

in industrlalisation already

achieved. Indla’s industrialisa- .

tion is the very. foundation:of.
our economic independence.

The basis for further indus-
trialisation has been’ laid by
the significant growth of steel,
cement, minerals and power
resources.

The Third Plan targets
if successfully implemented,
could still further carry.-this'

historic endeavour by laying: -
of . heavy  qui
engingerihg; heavy’ eleetricals,. indus

the foundation
chemical and oil‘industiles: -
Ofﬂclal propaganda; how-
ever, hidés' from’ public view
the - weakneésses' "that have
inevitably crept in and which
if not rapidly. .and. promptly
checked can- and: will create
sermus erosions:’
- The FIRST dangeér signnl

- is that the private sector has
grown faster than the pnb--j
“lic'sector. and ‘at-the cost of -

the latter' Gone is the Pri-
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Asiz Mansll, 36 Club Rone
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me M.lmster_'s oid talk of -

- ‘Schemes.

" gather momg
“tant that”

“tiie cmnmanding heights”

" -to be occupied by the public
‘seotor.”. The latest : official
mantra - is that :both the

- sectors  are. complemecntary

. and:8o on.-

The SECOND danger is that .

new and. harmful -concesslons
have been made:to the private
sector. It has been given the

_monopoly of alwhinium, a

vital industry both for defence
and further industrialisation.
It has been given a big ghare
in the fertiliser - expansion

' programine, a. real big money-

earner, 'which in the public
sector would have been a very
useful source of profit for the
further’ . expansion . of _the
public sector. The private

sector hag become bold enoiigh

to demand entry into the oil
and steel industries as well.

Anti-Nmional
'Elneory R
The . THIRD danger s

the new anti-national: theory
advanced by Union Minister
M. M. Shah himself on the

“floor of the Lok Sabha this

- that ~ foreign - capital
participaﬁbn, in ‘cooperation

Shades of decrepi‘ ‘Chiang
and not so decrepit' ‘Ayab! -

The Achilles heel of Indian
planning, however,- remains
the  agricultural sector” and

the lag. in food production,.
_the shame of an anc¢ient agti-
" cultural country feeding . its

people with - foreign food,
under PI. 480,
: l!ere, too, a big policy
“shift is taking’ place and in
the wrong directionr. Land

been ‘a national slogan in
- the old anti:imperialist days
- ‘but the urgency anid need

' i ~.for land distrlbuﬂon ‘was
. 'stressed in the

xt: of - the
 First'and the Second Plans.
The' peak point was reached
in’ the Nagpur Resolution of
" the Congress and the anti-

"_climax hag been reached

now in the Third Plan. )
The Planning Commission’s

. Panel on Land Reforms dare

not-discass the current ceiling
legislation of the States for it
was freely stated that after

- the ‘new ‘Acts on land celling
..come to be implemented there
would be no surplus land left"

to be:distributed!.
© The Third Plan puts the

main_emphasis. for increasing :
food production on technical

aids-through- the Community.
Projects. This ‘was also the
policy’ of the British under
their - Rural- ,Development
Whiat® failed “under
the: British- cannot -obviously

;' succeéd undefthe‘Congress. It -
can’at best stabilise the sup-

port of the upper rural strata
behind  the ‘Congress.Raj and

increase food production in-
the: farms of the big holders -
- but they are far from being .

the  majority of the Indian
farmefs! -~

“Th" the” cOming days when
‘the" THifd" Plan discussions

pular elements
unitedly press- the Govern-

ment! to implement and not

betray-its solemn pledge about.

‘land’ distribution. .

) While we welcoine the -
tax'gets of the Third Plan,
‘weé also” consider it our
national dnty to warn the

NEW AGE
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is the"

to the tiller has !iot“,‘ only

tum it is impor--

a conntry against it reaotion-

. ary. and - deceitful resources

. policy. The-Third Plan will -
also get. into crisis like the.-

Second - and " perhaps a
deeper : one just - over: the
same issueof resources. .

" The taxation proposals out-'
lined " are unfair and -unjust.

It is ‘taken for ‘granted that
the rich are already 'paying
their due share. The bulk of
new- taxation is to be on the
common people. Such a policy

-cannot but lead to political

turmoil and sharp conflicts

- with the mass of the people.
Another major weakness is:

the heavy dependerice - on

“foreigh 'aid; as much .as for
one-third of the Plan outlay. .

India is a vast and populous

-country and - is part  of the

world economy which :itself-
stands split between the two
sectors, the Sociallst and the
capitalist. India. has sought
ald from both and we have
accumulated enough experi-’
ence to evaluate the ald we
get from-both the sides. ~ -

. The capitalist countries are

agalnst India’s real industrial- -

isation,” against alding - the

public sector to build up basic

industries. Whatever indus-

tries get started they want.

them to be under their own
‘control and -in the  private
sector as ' far as possible,
‘Their rates of interest  are

high and they treat’technical

know-how as their trade sec.
ret.

On .the other -hand - the
Soclalist countries willingly
aid the building of heavy and:

- basic industries in our coun-

try. - They ‘give wus redlly

favourable terms, low rates of
interest, repayment in rupee

and in terms of Indian goods

exported to-their: countries. It
is -significant that all the

.major public sector projects of

the Third . Plan for which
foreign aid is- guaranteed. are
those aided by the Sociahst
countries, -
During the coming months
- and  years. one of the most
decisive battles of Indian

planning would be to what_

extent the Indian Govern-

ment overcomes its preju-

dices and - hesitation - in

"“securing maximum aid from -

the couniries of the Socia-
list camp- which is rea!ly
selfless; . fratemal .and m
mutual interest. And, .

“ the other hand, to what ' ex-

- tent the Indian people can
stop the Government mak-
ing ' anti-national - conces-

_.sions to the selfish Western:

monopolists whoseé - main
aim is not aiding the full
and all-round" development
. of. Indmn ecoonmy = but
securing  strategic’ grips
over it and .exploit it in
theu' own mterest

Endian’ Umity

And Eemlmraey

Comrade E. M. S; Namboodi-
ripad in an article in this issue
shows how under . the  Con-

gress ruling class, Indian: unity .

is in. danger: after 13 years:of
independence. It is not only

. national  unity and- integrity -
that is being corroded;.but it

is Indian. democracy “as well

“that is under-fire.

From:: Assam . comes the
anguished cry. that law and
-order- has broken - -down; that

‘life, liberty-and. -property ’ of .

the minorities are not safe.

‘lators,

. committees

'rhe draconian measures
agalnst the: amazingly peace-.
ful all-Indig general strike of -
the 'Central Government em- . -
ployees - revealed " how- easily
th Congress ruling class tram-

~pled underfoot the democratlc L
‘rights of our people. :

It is the experience of every E
part of our ; country:’ that

wheénever any section of our . .

people goes into mass . action:
they are denied all civil liber-
tles. ’ ’ -

the bureaucracy is not. less,

_but the same or more as under )

the British.

However, those who openly
campaign against.. the peace
policy of the nation and incite
war hysteria as well as. anti-
social elements ke the specu~

‘Siuch -a sad. situation has -

.been created that a section of

the people are losing’ talth in
democracy itself. -

The eroﬁon ‘of nationnl
of casteism,

together with the~ weaken.
~ing of faith in democraey
because of democratic righls
being madé the first casu-
alty -whenever the people
. seek to change the existing -
state of affairs in: their
- favour . are the menacing
dark clouds on the Indian .
political horizon.. :

'ann @ﬁ

Hope

The dawn of hope, however. ’
comes from the marching:feet:
of Indid’s millions. who ate
learning - to" -discern’ - their.

friends from their foes who §
are coming ot to: ﬁght more "
. and more for their‘just rights.

“WE: SALUTE  the' Central

. Govemment employees who

organised - ‘against . -all’ -+ odds
their ﬂve-day general - strike,

- the textile workers of, the""'

country ~-who. ' - successfully
enforced the '.Wage ' Board -
Award and’ -the  various
detachments of ~ the " Indian
proletariat’ that went into .
action.

WE SALUTE the Indian

peasantry, their. massive fotd
satyagraha that shook Cal-.
cutta,: their morcha: in  the
Punjab. against the so-called
betterment levy, their glorious
pad yatra in Kerala for the
implementation - of -the land
law passed by the Commun.lst
Ministry.
- WE SALUTE Assams pat-
riots who through joint peace
-are - struggling
for the: triumph of Indlan
brotherhood.

On thig independence day,

-.we Indian Communists pledge

anew to join hands with all. :
patriotic and.democratic ele-
ments’in our national life; to :
deferid India’s foreign policy
of peace and anti-colonialism,
concretely express our active
solidarity with all Asian-Afri-
can and Latin Ameriean coun-
tries;  to. organise ‘the most
broad-based free :and - frank
discussions on the Third Plan )
to eliminate-. its ' weaknesses -
and niould' it nearer national
ideals so as to guarantee a

Letter life for our people and - "’,

& more rapld advance: of our

economy, t6.cement the bonds
-of ‘natfonal ‘unity by guaran-

teceing the just democratic
rights of every section of our.
people and above all, to work
for the day when all Indian
patriots and- democraty éome .
together” from- their’ own ‘eX=
perience to fight the reactioni~

"arles, both’ forelgn and- native;

who only seek to move" back
the: clock™ of our” natior’s
destiny : R

The power of the police and -

the -blackmarketeers,
-the tax-evaders go scot-free.






