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A s these llnes appear in prlnt all the candldates, poll-

tical partles supporting them and others connected
" with ‘the election work-in Kerala ‘all will be giving the.
last finishing touches to their work. Results of . voting will
already become known by the time the next number of
the New Age goes to the press.

.I would, . therefore, like to take this opportunlty to

‘$. thank our friends. all over the country - who, during the

last two or three months have generously given = their .
_moral sympathy and material support to us during these
‘difficult days.. Truly magnificent has been. the response
we got from democratic-minded sections of people all-over

3+ the country to our call for their sympathy and support. .
- While we have thus received in an abundant measure sym-

pathy and support of democratic-minded people, our poli-

" tical opponents of the Triple ‘Alliance: have also been re-:

celving sympathy and support of the vested interests all
over the country.

Money has been  collected by them in thousands and
even lakhs, not in Naye Paise and rupees ,as our friends

have been doing.
‘Cars_and jeeps have been imported into ‘Kerala on. a.

large scale; on a rough calculation made by me, more than

. a 1,000 such vehicles must have been imported n'om out-

~side to_ help the election campaign. .
'rhey ‘have ‘also-the benefit of personal canvassing by
such persons in authorlty as more than half a dozen Cen--
. tral Ministers, inchiding Prime Minister ‘Nehru.
. Asfor local and all-India press which, as is well known,
is -mostly - controlled by vested interests, -they have been
doing all thdt they can to support the Triple: Alllance.
- “Above all;’heads of religious institutiors like tHe Chris-
tian -clergy and -Muslim League Maulvis have been - pressed
into service to. warn their' followers th: -will'be, ‘sacri
leglous if- they vote for: candidates
“and for non-party-Democrats::- ‘
. . Both ‘the-camps:have thus-actéd on
: standing that the DPresentelection-in Kerala is of. lmport-
-ance not for: the people: of this State alone, but for :the
-entire country. Results ‘of this election are bound to have
their influence on the course of development during  the

. next two years, when the whole:country will be preparing

AP

AAAAS AL VARAAAAAAALAAAA

itself for a countrywide:general election.’
.It is futile. for me to make any precise forecast as to

will become known to us all-in a couple of days after this
number of New Age is in the hand of the readers.—

I may,. however, tell our friends all. over the .country
that we are.going. to the polling booths on February 1 with:
full. confidence that our intelligent electorate will prove
the baselessness: of the assumption on which the Central

. Government dismissed our Ministry six months ago—the as=..

.sumption that.a shift took place in public opinion of this
State since. the general election in 1957 and-that this shift -
is against us. We shall certainly be able to poll .a.higher .
percentage of votes.”As for the seats, a reasonable:calcu-
lation of all forces that are relevant in an ele¢tion makes
it appear that we shall be .able to secu.re a majority in the
Legislature.

: This, of course, is not to. minimise the powerful torcea
'that are at. work: against us. Nor is it to dismiss the fact
.that, in such-a keenly contested election—an election in

. which a majority of seats will have straight ‘and not multi- -

cornered contests—sevéral such forces wiil be at work as

it will. be:humanly impossible to accurately assess. Subject .

to these Iimilations, -however, we may make the general

‘4. assessment that I made above.

May 1,.at the same time, tell our frlends in the rest
of the country that,. regardless .of the exact result of the
_election, 'we in Kerala, will so carry on our-activitles if’

: “the post-election days as to be able to be worthy of the

sympathy and support’ which we received from all aver’

"3 the country during the last two-three months of 'active
K3 el}:ctlon work. We ‘will resolutely fight for the implemen-~

tation of those progressive policies of the nation which we
i kept before ourselves and before the country durlng these.
\ hectlc days of election actxvlty
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.munjst Party office in Guru-
‘vayoor- was that ‘some injur-
-ed people were being brought
-to- hospital in Chowghat, two
" miles.awdy. I reached the hos-
pital almost as ‘'soon as the:

'.l‘n urto

vayur .consty

see the final rally in Gnru-.
“in the evenmg of  Monday the

~25th on the eve of the tenth anniversary of. the foun-
dation of our "Republic, I had certainly not expected
“to see’ what I 'did here—a dead body, still warm, of a
Communist who had parhclpated in a- demonstratlon

in'a precedmg rally.

“HE first thing I heard
when I reached the Com-

injured persons arrived.-

In front of the yard of the.

hospltal was a ‘jeep flying a
Red Flag-and inside it a dead
body. He could not have been

«-dead for more than 10 minu-

tes and I could see where the
"'blood- had houred out of four

stab wounds,

_Next to the body was ano-

‘ther . person, .also drenched in

.blood. . The -doctor after exg-

‘mining had said he.had been

injured in one lung - and

should be shitted immediate-

1y to Trichur hospital if he

was to be saved.
Beyond, in the verandah of

‘the hospital were three mcure

people, all .injured, _tho-
ugh not so'serious. And T was
told there were ' three move
who -had been injured who
were being brought . in ano-
ther vehicle. .

- After serding- off- the one
injured:in the lung -to Tri-

“chiir, 20' miles away in the car

in which we had arrived. . I

sought- out the ‘driver of the
_«jeel’; to. ﬁnd out. how the at-

U WaS proceedlng to partici-

-“tration.> As' it . reached a

Congress-stronghold, a mile
.-away from the place of the
‘rally, some goondas pounc-

ed upon it - from behind,

. daggers were - whipped out

. pate in the main - demons-

_ ~ and the next moment eight
the outcome of these elections. After all, the final results: - B B

people had fallen, all stab-_
bed and wonnded.

The attackers vanished as’
less -

~ they had arrived. The
“than half a dozen police cons-
tables on the spot did not lift
a finger to apprehend the
“goonda who had led the at-
“tack; I was also told that’ they
had come jn a- Congress jeep.

Within half an hour, I was’

‘at the place of the rally. It
‘'was quité a good gathering, a
few hundreds of women in the
front. I had thought that at
-least women would have .dis-
persed after the incident.

But they were_: all - there, .

listening "to theé . speeches
- and a big applause “came
- when §."A. Dange announ-
ced on behalf of the All-
" India Trade Union Congress
Rs., 300 to the family of
the martyr and said the
murderers would get their
.reply on February 1 when
- 'the people would retarn’
Communists again in a ma-
Jority to the Assembly.. °
- ‘The attack in Guruvayoor
and the mass of people pati-
ently listening to the political
speeches afterwards in a
sauve way showed the situa-

tion -as it exists in Kerala on

‘the eve of polling—the camp

‘Communist Party. -is’ facing
the -day of decision with’ calm
-and confidence. -
It is mo longer a ﬂght for
constituencies, it is a strug-
-gle- for every voter—this
about sums up the . bitter~
ness with which the election

State. .

of reaction ‘getting.. desperate
and moving. into violence and: -
-other unfalr election” practi~
Y cesvin-at-big; way while  the

battle is being tonght in this . -

L

Ugly acts are being perpe- -
‘trated from one - end to the "

other of this beautiful State.
Its even flow of life has been
disturbed not because of “any"

fault of its people or of the - - .
Government ‘they elected in -
“1957 for-a term of five years-

but because the Congress
which rules at the Centre and
13 other States dared not face
competition from .a non-
Congress Govermnent in one
State.

our mighty

‘this State.

. The Party kept its- electlon e

campaign at a-very high poli-

tical level, focussing atténtion . -
on the real issues facing Ke- . -
“libera-
tion struggle” justified? Was _

rala electorate—was

it correct to organise. a sub-

versive struggle to ove'rthrow~ B

a  constitutionally - elected
Government, “a ‘struggle which
.the Centre backed and oblig-

‘ed by dismissing such a Gov- -

ernment?

~ What is the people’s verdlct
on the legislations ithe Com-
munist Party has framed with

- firm conviction that’ they are -
“good for the people? . “What'

‘happens to the stability- of

. the, State in case of the Con- -

gress PSP League alliance—
which does not evern declare
‘whether the three parties
would form a Govemment—
wlns a najority? I
*Thg campaign on thesé ls-

‘Sues has enabled the Comrus

nist Party to hold the poli-
tlcal " initiative. in its.hands

throughout It has stabilised B

the support which the Com-
munist .Party won during its
tenure of office and -has won
new stipport . for it. even dur-
ing the few  weeks . of the
election campaign o

“'(Also- see Bach Page) -

NEW DELHI, January 21,
HE - Secretariat of the

National . Courcil - of

- the Communist . Party of

India has issued .the fol-

- lowing. statement to the
Press:

A fresh offensive ag'amst ’
civil liberties and demo- _ -

‘cratic rights is being plan-
ned by the- West Bengal
Government, Alarmed at
,its growing isolation from
“'the: people and faced with
the .. rising ~ volume of
. mass protest .against .its
. reactionary policies, it has
‘now decided to strike hard
.at the ~democratic rights
of the people,- guaranteed
to them under the Cons-
tltutlon o
" It - proposes to enact at
the forthcommg Budget
..Session of the _State As-
) sembly. the “West Bengal
Control of Pmcessdons and
Assemblies. . Bill.” ° Under

this Bill most arlntrary

powers. wil be handed to
the police to ban.any and

every.  procession or de- -

- monstration, no" matter
how. peaceful and - consti-
tutional. . Savage sentences

any infringement .
authoritarian decree.. 'Full
provision has been made
to protect the police and.
the Ezxecutive from ‘any
check on their actions
under this Bill, by render-
. ing them non-justiciable,
by preventlng any corb
?gamst them m a court of
aw., .

‘It is . clear Fthat this
draconian ‘measure is aim-

. ed not .only at suppressing -
democracy in West Bengal. -

It is, above. all meant to

be tested there first and -

*then_ used agamst popular:
. movements in every part
‘of our conntry It is cleat

~have been prescribed. for .
of . this ~

. that this Bill representsia
- grave challenge to ali de-

mocrats; .all believers™ in.
" the- Fundamental Rights.
guaranteed by .our Consti-
tution. - =4

The people of West Ben- .
gal have moved- into action
against this reactnonary

“~onslaught. But it is not
their concern alone. - We,
therefore, urge  all Party

- members and units;  all
democrats - to raise ‘the -
mightiest -possible ‘protest

.against this Bil. Let them. .
hold meetings, pass resolu-

tions and send a. ‘veritable -
torrent of . protest letters-to
the Chief Mimister of- West

"... Bengal. It is-this upsurge

. and .unity of democratlq

forces throughout - India.

that ‘can force -the. West

. Bengal- Mmistry to retrea¢’
“and ensureé the: inviolabi< < = -

lity of omr democracy and
.Constltution. e .

The campalgn the Congreaa' -
leaders  have run since “then
has not_brought any glory to -
-what was once .
national organisation and the . -
. unpardonable- crimes  which -
". 'the Congress "has committed
in Kerala have meant the be- -
~glhning of its end. at least in
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" %o knock togéther,
- PSP leaders seem 1o believe
_ that with their “struggles” and

~munist Cabinet, C.

Has A Look At—-

Stalf Coﬂ'cspondent Ramdass e A

This is a dtstnct where the Congress-PSP-League front_ = et A
in this district has had the dis-

‘leaders hope — God only knows on what basis — that th
-will get better results this time. The Communist Party

in 1957, won eight of the twelve seats, most of

them in. tn-

,angular contests, the Congress had won three and the PSP

" one seal.
PART from the
front” they have been able
Congréss-

all the violence that accompa-
nied them, ‘they had been able
to keep up tension in the dxs-
trict and ~ this. ‘they imagine

- would ‘be their trump card.

‘But even a hurried round of

a_constituency presents .a pic-.

.ture far dlﬁerent from these

: (ond dreams - .
" @. Achiutha Menon’s
Oonstltuency -

Irrinjalakuda is the constitu-
ency from which the Finance
Minister of the dismissed Com-
Achutha
Menon is contesting. He had
won this seat last time with a

majority of 2,660 votes and an-

Independent had secured . 678
‘votes.

-This is a constltuency ‘the
Congress-PSP-League

‘and_if the mnumerable flags,
posters,- banner etc., ~which
one can see [‘“m Irinjalakuda
Town can win a seat the PSP
candidate should have won if.
In the town itself, the majo-
rity ot votersl have always vot-
ed for the Congress—the«Com-
munists will make a dent even
in these votes this time — but
the constxtuency is not . made
up of the town alone. It is-the
voters in villages who have al-
ways been decisive and
are again solidly rallying be-
hind _the Communist Party.
The candidate facing - Achu-

tha Menon is from the PSP, an-

other Achutha Menon who had

Jost his deposit in the neigh- .

bounng Kodungallor cofistitu-
ency in 1957.. Obviously; the
Congress-PSP-League alliance
is not making any special bid
for the Ezhava votes but tis
banking on the Christian; Mus-
lim and caste Hindu voters.
-But’ even among these sec-
* tions, the changes that have
- taken place since-the last ge-

neral election bode .no. good
for the alliance and its candi-
date. In ‘Padyur, for instance,
one ‘can find a good section
-of the Christians working for
the Communist candidate and
they have openly been sup-
porting the Communist Party
" since. the last General Elee-
tion -itself.

On the Communist “eandi-
‘date’s election committee is
K. P. Kochappuy, -a Christian
Congress leader of Thanissery

- ‘who iwice in. 'the past had-
fought the Communist Party in -

the municipal election.

vats are all volunteers -of the
Communist Party. The Murk-
kanad-Murjanad canal which

has brought benefits to the en- .

tire constituency has as a resuit
also brought new support to the
Communxst Party from the pea-

santry. |

Another Minister ‘of the dlS-

' ‘'missed 'Communist Ministry is

eontesting from the . Manaloor

constituency and the Congress- -

PSP-League alliance -and = the
Catholic church would like, at.
any cost, to see Joseph Munda-

sserry defeated #
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“united

alliance
. would like to win at all ' costs

they -

The Congress- candidate here
is Kurur Neelakantan Namboo-

diripad, President: of - the - Tri="
chur District Congress Commit-.
tee and shameless spokesman of-
the landed. interests. Another of

his qualifications is that hé has
sent the largest number of tele-
grams to New Delhi on Com-

" munist “violence.”

When Congress leaders talk
of a Congress victory in ‘this
constituency, they forget the
21,000 votes of the toddy-
_tappers and their - families,
staunch supporters
Commaunist Party, whzch had
enabled them for the  ffirst
timé to live as human beings
without hwmiliating obeisance
to the contractors and their
‘herichmen..

The Congress leaders also for-
get that Anthikkad -and Mana-

loor and many such places are:
in this constituency which have
all been traditional bases of an.

organised working class move-
ment.

enoy there is no strong organ-
ised working- class base, = but
big - changes ‘have come ,  over
these areas, too. In - Arimboor,
for. instance, the Party did not
have any local workers even:
in the last election and had to
bring workers from Anthikkad,
but now in every ward in this
panchayat there are commit-
tees with 30 to 40 workers. - -
Among the caste - Hindus,
too, Congress calculations are
proving all wrong. In Cher-
pur panchayat for instance,
where caste "Hindu voters
predominate, the majority of
the - Communist candidate’s
‘election campaigners are from
among them. In = Qorakam,
Triprayar, Perumanam, eic.,
- you can see hundreds of them

working tirelessly day - and .

night for the Communist

Party. In Anthikkad - itself,

the Caste Hindus had kept

away from the rest of the
people, but these Dbarriers
have now broken down."

As against this mobilisation,
the Congress leaders are trying
to utilise - the
churches in this constituency
for their election campaign.

‘Even .meetings of the election-

committees of the Congress can-
didate are at times being held
in churches. Congress suppor=
ters are themselves openly say-
ing that this would do no good
to the Congress. And in many

‘places, the’ Cathohcs have .also
- resented the phurch

festivals
being used for Congress electxon
propaganda -

. Church Pom'ing

The 500 todday-tappers in
-~ this constituency and. their fa-
“milies, the tile workers of Tri-
.kur and Pothusserry Pancha-

Money

. I was reliably informed

. that the Catholic church was
planning to collect five lakhs
of ‘rupees for the Congress
candidate here and as against.
this, the Rs. 39,000 he is said

" to -have received from .the
Congress "election: funds ;s
just a flea-bite. -

But all this money .won’t.

- bring in dividends in :the form

of votes, nor can it meet the
strong election machmery of
3,000 workers organised’ in 56
ward commlttees and . - special
women’s commxttees in every
panchayat. -
Kunnamkulam conshtuency

)

of ' the-

In the rest of the constltu- ,V

innumerable .

tinction. of ‘returning  a Com-~

munist in all three elections. It -

has also had. the distinction of
being the constituency - where
the Congress lost - its security
deposit in 1952. -

Even last time, in a place like
Velur, consndered to be a Catho-
lic stronghold, when ‘the ballot
box was opened the Communist

candidate had more votes. That - .

has been the character of this
coustltuency and the strength of

" the Party has’ only increased in,

the last three years. :

"The Congress is ternbly bo-
thered- by the fact that -many
of its workers have begun = to
-work for thé Communist Party
Among them can' be seen C. V.

Raman from Aloor who was a

"member .of the District Cong-
ress  Committee, . ‘Ayyappan
Kutty, another prominent Con-
.gress- worker of the area and

- many others. -

The Congress candidate has
placed his last 'hope on @
small minority of Mauslim vo-
‘ters, but wwhen < his workers
went to Kecherlt and _  other
places where they live, they
" found the Muslim youtk there
‘already working for the Cmn-
munist candidate, . E

The Communist Party - has_

-over four thousand workers al-

ready in the campaign and the-

number is-expected to go up_to

.'5,000 by polling day. There is a

special constituency . women’s
commitiee and women’s com-
mittees in every ward

» Town Wnll Upset

valcnlations

The Tnchu.r Town constitu-.
‘ency was won last time by Dr.»
- A. R. Menon, the Health Minis- -

ter in the-dismissed. mestry'

The Party is: supporting ‘an in-

ﬂuent:al Independent agam this

time.

" Thisis another constztuency
~which will upset all the Con-
. gress calculations
"“liberation . struggle’ has won
more supporters for the Con-

gress, that Catholic votes will

- poll en masse for the Cong-
ress candidate, ete.
The fact is that the Commu-
nist Party has always - had a
base in the Catholic population

and this base has become ‘broa- -

der today. And the tactics . of

the “liberation struggle” have,-

quite contrary to Congress ex-
pectations, * ‘only antagomsed
sections of the.middle classes:

- Another .constituency . . which

" the Party had won with an In-

dependent last time in.this dis-
trict is Guruvayoor, a constitu-
éncy somewhat different from

. the rest, This is the Only con-

stituency in _the "district where

the Muslim - League and Jan

Sangh - havé ' some inflience—
perhaps a legacy from the days

. when the constituency formed

part of Malabar. )
."Not so long = ago, the . Jan
Sangh and the Muslim League

‘had worked up.tension in the

area and some disturbances had
broken out. Only the interven-

" tion: of the ‘Communist ' Party

and the proper tackling of the

- situation by the Communist-led

Government stopped them frdm
developing into senous commu-
nal riots.

‘Sections of the Hmdu popu-

" lation’ have lost their confidence

in the Congress and PSP -and

the Jan Sangh’ has gained some

elements from-among them.
Similarly, sections of the’ Mu-

shms have also fought their way.

N'EW AGE

that the’

" political - ‘ changes " have
-taken place -adding to the sup-’
port-of the Communist Party.

is ‘composed . of
workers and poor peasants, .

out of the League's hold and

‘the Progressive Muslim League .

‘is emerging, as ‘quite a powerful
factor here. It istled by people
who were till recently in the
League, .- -

It is only the Communist
" Party nwohich has made. new

. friends among. both Hindus
R - ‘election - campaign inaugiration’

_tally of the Party was held, the -

‘and Muslims. .

‘The Congress - candidate here
is K.'G. Karunakara Menon -
‘who lost t6'a Communist in his
home constltuency of Anda-

thode last time and has shifted: .

to Guruvayoor with his goonda

gangs. Nationalist’ Muslims are .

very angry that their claim to
this seat has been ignored when

the -Congress imposed Karuna-

kara Menon over them.
Bespected
Figure

The Communist candidate is

K. Damodaran, a respected fig-'

ure in the national movement
and a leader of the Communist

. Party, well Known as a writer

“and leader of the cultural move-
ment of the State. ' - .
The Commumst Party won

the Kodungalloor seat last time’

in a triangular - contest with
1,491 votes, while a PSP candi~
date polled 7,184 votes. The
Congress propaganda is that it
will win this seat because they .

-'hope all the votes polled by the

Congress and the PSP last -time
will be polled for the Congress
this. time. .

But such an estimate has no-
thing to- db “with . .the reality.
Leave alone the shifts that have
taken place in. the voters even
some of those who worked for
the Congress and PSP last time
are in the Communist camp to-
day—promment among them is
K. A. Thomas, former Joint-Se-
cretary of. the ‘Travancore-Co-
chin - Committee of the PSP,

" who is the - President of the

Communist candldate's electlon

-Committee.

The Congress * candxdate is'a

representative of the loc¢al vest- .

ed interests while the Commu-~
nist candidaté - is E. Gopala-
krishna Menon, a leader of the
Kerala kisan movement.and the

first Communist to enter .the. .

Travancore-Cochin Assembly in

a by-election' after. the ‘- 1947

General Elections.
Nattika_and Ollur are constn-

tuenciey whxch the Communist -

Party lost last time—Olhir by a
narrow margin of 79 votes. . A.

. PSP candidate had then nolled

3,697 wvotes.

There are 14,000 and odd new- .

votes.in thé Ollur constituency

:and ‘a study of the voters’ list

with which  the Party started
its campalg'n here showed. that

-most of these new voters' are .

poor peasants agncultural wor-
kers, ete., who could not enrol
themselves last time. Last time’s

. defeat by 79" 'votes has. been 'a -
big lesson to the Party comrades’
here about-the value of every

single - vote and so this - time
every. voter who is eligible has-
been enrolled.

This one fact itselt is a gua-
rantee of the Communist candi-
date’s v1ctory this. tlme But big
also

. The majority of the electorate
agricultural

pauperised by exorbitant rents.

'Twenty-exght months of Com--:
" feat of the Congress here, :
~The remamm, g . two constitu-.

munist’ rule, the policies | that

the Commumst-led Govemment :
cagrarian.

has pursued on the

_Fighter

The people Lere: umversally ’
.ask: who else than T. K. Raman

tfary of the- vﬂlage

‘front specxal]y have made these
.toiling - sections- of. the people

‘solid supporters: of the Commu- :
nist- Party. - Even' Catholic- pea-

“sants have beén affected by this
- upsurge in the’ peasantry and

have swung over to support of

the Party.
In. Natt:.ka, the evenmg ‘the

huge demonstration that prece-

ded the rally carried - in front .

the portrait of a young man—
Sardar Gopalaknshnan the first
vxctun of police brutality in the

Indian Republic. He was beaten _
to death by pohcemen on Janu- -

ary 26, 1950, the day on which
our Republic. was born. ,

‘I could see tears ghstenmg in
the eyes of the women who had
lined up the route 1o see the de-
monstration.: On their faces one

could see the respect for this:

martyr ‘of theirs and their love
for the Communist Party.

The Communist Party had
won this seat in*1952 in a trian-
gular contest and had lost it in
1957 in a straight contest. But
all through this period the vote

against the Party has been stea- -

dily coming down. In." 1952,
when the Communist Party had
won, the other candidates to-

gether had polled about 12,000 )

votes-more ‘than the Commu-
nist candidate. i

-~ In' the Malabar sttnct Board .

-eléction in: 1954, the Congress
and PSP " together had . polled
5,000. votes more than the Com-

" munist candidate. And, in 1957,

this: majority had been ‘reduced
to 1,555. This tlme, the people

of Nattika say, it is the -Com- "
munist Party which will secure

-more votes. -'And . there ‘is &
sound basis for their.confidence.
.. Unemployment is a big pro-
.blem in this area. and commu-
nications are scaice. Nattika was
the neglected area of -Malabar
district' which itself was a dis-
trict neglected by the. . Madras
Government. ‘But all .that was

bécoming . a -story of the _past. -
Nattika had. begun to regxster,

rapid advance in the 28 months

‘the .Communist-led - government ’

ruled the State.

‘A polytechnic was et up

in Tripray'ar and a  high--
NES' :

school in " Talikulam,
Blocks were started in Matila~
‘kam and Talikkulam, ‘ five.

‘maternity and child welfare .

centres = were- . - established,

"."sanction waes accorded to a ..

. primary heéalth centre in Pe~
rinhanam, work was “begun
on the Triprayar bridge, the
" Alavchettuva Road,
- track “before, was metalled,

-and a number of other foads -

rebuilt to make communica-
tions easier. §

Life-Long

H

(the Communist candldate) can
represent the Nattrka constitu--.

‘ency? He came. mto “political’

life partunpatmg in the national

. struggle as a boy.in 1934 and

went on to become 'the- Secre-
- Congress’
Committee and later- member of
the Taluk Congress - Commlttee

None of the 503 members of
the constltuency election . com-

mittee nor the: hundreds ‘of .
workers in the village and block . .
committees in all the 12 villages *

have any doubts.as to the de-
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o The West Bengal Peace Conference which is meetiui;
in Calcutta this weekend, -has set before itself an extremel

_zmportant task.

As the appeal issued by the

" State Peace Council points out:

“The Summit Conference of the
Heads of the big powers is go-
ing to be held in May next. This

- has resulted'in a significant

nnprovement in the internation-
al situation. Prime Minister
Nehru is hopeful that, in the
eontext of ~this . situation, a
peaceful solution.of the India-

China problem would be easier. -

“For this purpose, however,
it is absolutely ' necessary to-
ereate .favourable public opi- |
nion-throughout the country.

. And precisely with this objec-
“tive in view the West Bengal

who has been associated with
‘the Congross for a long hme.

@ Sixteen Profesors of Jadav-
pur University. -

® Pushpamoya Basu, MLC,

General Secretary of  the
All-Bengal Teachers’ Associa-.
tion and Anila Devi, MLC, ano-
ther leader of the Assoclation.
@ About 15 doctors, including

such leading men in the
profession - as Dr. Amiya Basu,
Dr. Nikar Munshi, Dr. Manin-
dralal - Biswas and . Dr. .Tnan
Ma;umdar

P
Peace .. Conference is being @ Wnters like Narayan Gan-

. held in Calcutta on Ja‘nuarv
29 and 30. S

i Wxth only five days now left,
preparations for the Conference
are in full swing. Seven local,

" sub-divisional and district peace

conferences have already taken
place, and- above ten more will
be held by Ji anuary 28.

gopadhya, Gopal Haldar,

Narendra Dev Hrishi Das,
Dhirendralal Dhar, who is a
Congressmen and a well-known
wrtiter of books for children.

" Artistes includmg Satyajit .
Dutt, Sobha Sen, -

Roy, Utpal
Debabrata  Biswas - Sumitra
Chatterjee and Suchitra Mitra.

® Sachm. Sen Gupta and

Digin Bandopadhya, dra-
matmte. . :
9 Siddhartha Roy, former
judicial Minister.

Over 2,000 peasants of Burd-
wan district have also sxgned
the appeal. ’

. Sunderlal, C. N: Malviya, and
Romesh Chandra, leaders of the
All-India 'Peace Council . and

Rev. Father Williams, General -

Secretary - of the National
Church of India, will attend the
Conference, whose open Session
will be held at the Calcutta
Maidan on J anuary 30.

’

Agamst Fan'e Enﬁmmeemem

And Black Bﬂlﬂ

A COMMITTEE, known as-

the Black Bill and Tram-

Slgnatures are being collected Bus Fare Resistance Commit-

on an appeal  supporting the tee has been set up two days

State Peace Conference. Among ' ago. It consists of the repre-

those who have already signed .

. the appeal are:

@ Over 150 professors of ‘dif-

ferent colleges in Calcutta,
including Mira Duttd ‘Gupta,
Vice-Principal of the women’s °

- section of Surendranath College,

Ajoy Ghosh Appeais To Voters

A JOoY Ghosh General
Secretary -~ of - the
Communist Party of In-
dia has issued the follow-

ing appeal to the people
of Kerala on the eve of .

' the election in the State
on February 1:

T HE magmﬂcent res-
ponse that the Com-
‘munist Party has so far
. received from all sections
of- the people - of Kerala
during the current election
campaign, will remain a’
"memorable .
_ the annals of the democra-
. tie advanoe of our country.

'.l‘he Com.mumst Party is
.both proud -and grateful

¥ for this bountiful support .
" . from the people of Kerila,

That support has been de-
monstrated net only thro-
- ngh . the

% ‘attendance at rallies and .
- processions = held ' by the

. Communist Party, but also

¥ through active .participa-
. -tion .of Iakhs of election
workers voluntarily coming

" forward to help” the Com-

_munist 'and Communist-
. supported candidates.

landmark - in °

unprecedented

-sentatives - of the Communist
Party, Marxist Forward Bloc,”
Socialist- Unity Centre, Revo-
_lutionary 'Commiunist Party,
Democratic Vanguard, Revo--
lutionary ‘Workers’ Party and
Sadharanl:antn Dal.

That snpport is amply -

borne out by the countless-
donations — mainly from
people with meagre means

- —that have been literally
enabling -the
.Communist “and Commu-
-nist-supperted - candidates

pouring in,

to: match this self-sacrifice

" 'of the common . people
~against the power of the

money bags that the vest-
ed inlerests ensare for the

Congress and its a.lhes in’

this election.
AN this has been.a.n ins-

piring experience for every -
- member of the Communist
Party, not only in Kerala

but all - over the country.

And it is this, more than
- anything else, that makes

us confident that the mas-
sive support behind the
Communist Party - will be
translated into 2 great vic-
tory for the alliance of the

. Communists and ‘non-Party

democrats  at the crucial
poll, assuring it a triump-
hant majority over all the

] opposltlon ranged against

it.

. The record of selﬂm de-
votion to the mtetests of

' whatsoever,

any justification
. the British-owned
Calcutta Tramways Company
increased’ tram fares by one
naye Paisa for all stages of
journey from November 3, 1959
(when decimal coinage was in-
troduced on April 1, 1957, the
company started charging more
than the official conversion rates
Jfor certain denominations’ of

 Without

tickets). The Government deci- -

ded to.join in by raising the

’ the ‘people,  of - loya.lty to

democratic principles and

of tireless - service _in the

cause. of the common man,

that the Communist-led

Ministry, in its short pe- -
riod of .existence, couid

-humbly . place before the

‘electorate of Kerala, can
never be wiped off by the

_ eonstant repetition:-  of
slanders that the Congress-
and its allies in their des-

peratxon have been mdulg-
ing in.

Instoad_ of a call for a
competition in pesifive
service to the people, the
motley crowd that has ban-
ded. together against the
Communist Party has been
frantically banking upon
-large .~ scale - deceptions,
which, they forget, cannot
hoodwink the politically-
alert electorate of Kerala.

- The Commnnist Party in
‘this campaign has focus-
sed on the issues which its
Ministry .had throughouat
given the top priority—the

- implementation of the Ag-
rarian Relations and other
Land Reforms Bills, the
expansion of cooperatives,

‘fares for

- 28.

" State buses by one
naya Paisa to two naye Paise

‘with-effect from January 20 last.

The imposition of these fresh
burdens ata time when the cost
of living is spiralling upwards,
has naturaily caused wtdespread
public resentment. .

" With the formatnon of-the Re-
gistance Commxt‘tee the issue of -
increased” fares has now been
linked up with the growing pro-
test movement against the Black .
Bill, which- seeks to restrict or.
prohibit - the processions and
meetings throughout West Ben-

The programme drawn up by
the Committee for the present’
is as follows:. -

® To hold a series of street-.

corner and baithak meetings
and to bring out propagdnda’
squads every day.

@ To hold -two public meet-
ings m Calcutta on January
@ To organise mass meeﬁngs
and demonstrations all over-
the- State on a suitable date in’
the first week of February and
to lead protest demonstrations
to the authorities of the ‘Tram-
ways Company and the State
Transport. : L

A detalled programm' e will be ‘

announced after a meeting of
the Resistance Committee - and
the mass organisations of work-
ers, office employees, . peasants,
students and other sections of

ary 3. o

democratic decentralisa .
tion of administration and
all-round development of
the Kerala State: :

It.is no accident that
the Kerala Congress and
its allies fight shy of facing
this challenge of ‘a ftruly
democratic programme, and
depend entirely ‘on abn_ses
and vituperations,  unwor-
thy of decent political life.

The ignominionus act of
“indemocratic. Central in-
tervention - by. which the °*
Congress Party leadership
brought down the Commu-

nist-led Ministry and un-
necessarily foisted fresh -
elections on the people of
Kerala, has already begun’
t0 recoil on its own heads
and those of lts unholy"
allies, .

This  election campaign
itself has shown that many
of these who could be mis-
led by  interested . - circles
into the unscrupulous agi-
tation against the Commu-

nist-led  Minisiry, have .
come forward and are acti-
vely helping and working

people scheduled for Febru- -

On January 24 an Ali-Bengal -.
Protest Day wads observed by
collecting miass signatures ‘ag-
ainst the - Bill and increases in-

" fares.-In Calcutta alone, more -

than’ 50,000- 31gnatures were col- -
lected on the day

Three days earher, a big de~ -

. monstration paraded the streets

of the-city. The meeating, which
was held before the demonstra-
tion, demanded immediate
withdrawal of the Bill .and.
cancellation - of the enhanced
fares. The resolution on fares
further urged. upon the Govern- .

. ment to set up a Joint Transport -
_Authority and to entrust it with

the responsibility of running the -
trams and- State buses. .

Meanwhile, the protest move-
ment against the Bill has been -
steadily gromng .

_On J_anuary 22, the Congress- " -
controlled Calcutta Corporation
-passed a resolution demanding
withdrawal of the Bill. By ano-
ther. resolution, . it appealed to - -

_the” Government to reconsider
1ts declsxon en.hancmg ‘the fares.

Before the 'res_ol_utwns were
~ put to vote,
Councillors left the. meéting
" on instructions from- thelr
" Party leader. But three Con~
. gress councillors defied the
" whip and voted for the reso- .

lution.

. The - powerful Coordmation
Committee of the. Umons of.
Office Employees in Dalhous:e
' Square area have, in ‘a’ state~’
ment, pointed out that the wor-
_king people will not sit idle it
the - Government tries to im- -
pose the Black Br]l on them

Kemla

for the Commnnlst and

: Commumst-snpported can-
drdates.

' I earnestly appeal to the ]
voters at this historic.elec- .
tion to keep all this' in

. mind when they cast their
.votes on February 1. The

choice before: them -is a
clear-cut. one: between
democracy, democratic re-
forms and service to the
people, upheld by the Com-
munist Party; and authori- .
tarian reaction and sub-

- servience: to the- dictates .

of the vested interests,. re-~
presented by thie Congress
and - its allies. Not only for
Kerala, but for the conn-
try as a ‘whole, this is the
‘eentral issue that t.hls elec- ’

" -tion poses.

I ha.v'e,no doubt that the

. electorate of Kerala, who

have many a fime proved -
themselves to be in the

_“vanguard of our -great
. people’s struggle for demo-

cratic advance, will make
their -correct choice and
thereby render their great

) contributlon to the cause

“the . Congress .




_shilov-

. World

PAGE FOUR

| DELHE

From Our Correspondent

* . 'The air itself in the

capntal, no matter what clnll

winds may blow, is these days heady with joy and a
‘sense of asplratxon comes sweeping through. Re-
public Day has come ‘and gone with all the evocative
power of memory and all the pull of the future. The
people have celebrated, thought and pledged.’

',nuntmsyearwehavehad_

wonderful Juck, We have
been able to - welcome Voro-
and his colleagues,
moulded and - stamped as it
were with the grandeur of the
land from which they had

- comeé. A fresh, strong breeze

they brought—-of peace and
achievement . and the  out-
stretched : _hand of - brother- _

" hood.

And we welcomed them in
our thousands, starting ‘on
the cloud-laden noon when

the Red-starred jet touched-

down at Palam. The Rashtra-
pati, the Prime Minister and
other dignitaries welcomed
them with warmth and cour-
tesy.  And then the unsche-
duled- rush of .a child and
Voroshilov’s unrehearsed em-
brace, amid the delighted
tumult, signified that India’s
love had gone out—as spon-
taneously, as innocently. Not
visitors but friends had come

“to’.us. So the slogans .spoke,

the flags, the festoons and
the throngs all .along the
12-mile way.

And so it has been ever
since January 20. The Raj-
ghat homage in the flicker-

fng light of a wintry dawn.

* was witnessed by a disci-
plined and dense mass who
marvelled at the firm step,

 erect . carriage and disarm-.

ing candour of the Soviet
" President, who had grown
to old age without seeming
to move out of his prime.
Followed the visit to the
Agricultural = Fair,
where despite all protocol
and security arrangements
quite a crowd had managed
to gather. The guides at the
India Today and the Uttar
Pradesh stalls and the Na-

i tional  Livestock  pavilion

were specially fortunate as

" Voroshilov stopped by for a
: quick survey :

USSR Natlonal Day
At Toe Fair )

~

The evening of January 21
found him playing host to
our President and Prime
Minister at the Soviet Pavi-
lion. There was colour and
vervé in the folk dances and

~ songs from Soviet Asida and’
: Mohabbat,

we found that
to. take a single and’ signifi-
cant word, meant “love”
there as well. .What brought
the house down, however, was
the spirited rendering by a
Soviet soprano of Sare Jahan

-se Acha and then the tenor .

tonés bringing us Surya Asta
Ho Gaya.

But there was lnstruction
too. Frol Kozlov made a sur-
vey . of Soviet agricultural
progress, remarkable ifor its .
sweep and conciseness. What

- inade a particularly deep im-
" pression was his reiteration
-of the reasons for this great

advance.
_ “Such undeniable sucees-
ses of Soviet agriculture
became possible, first and
- "foremost, because our pea-
sa.nts voluntarily united :in

collective farms, ie., in

organistions of the co-

operative type. . ...

“The .experience of our
- collective farms  has shown
convincingly that large-

scale collective farming pro- -
vides a higher productivity -

of labour and that only this
road made it possible to
achieve real and lasting pro-
“ gress in this' branch of our
national economy.”

He went on- to . draw
another . significant lesson
from. Soviet experience “with-
out industrial development it
is impossible to . technically
‘re-equip agriculture. and
without its technical re-
equipment one cannot today
seriously contemplate any
radical increase in the output
of agricultural products.”

" He warmly made the offer
to share his country’s experi-
ence, to learn from ours,
ending on the -theme of the

need and possibility -of world .

peace and the .enormous
value therein of Indo-Soviet

. cooperation.

A striking speech in reply

was made by President Rajen-

dra Prasad. He stressed on
the value of international
fairs for the exchange of ex-
perience as well as the pro-
motion of peace and friend-

ship. E2 spoke appreciatively -

rcat efforts made for
the Soviet

of the gr
world peace by’

Union and of India’s efforts -

. in the same direction..
He used a telling simile
to explain India’s eager-
ness to learn from others
" and adapt these lessons to
our own conditions. He
stated that grafting had
long been known to our
cultivators as a method of
improving indigenous str-
ains. This same method, he
explained, was our coun-

try’'s approach . towards
others.
The next moming the

Soviet delegation drove to the
Community Project village of
;Ajronda, some 30 miles from
Delhi. It was an extraordin-
ary sight to see some 25,000

people gathering together in .

.this rural spot to welcome
-the guests.
Amid  the - dust - and the

cheers the village elders put.

traditional Punjab turbans
on the heads of Voroshilov
and Kozlov and presented
shimmering silk Phualkaris,
Vigorous - speeches followed,
but what went right home

was the conversation in the

potato fields, where the Soviet

leader gave expert and home-.
ly advice and showed un-
mistakably his earthy origin.’

“One of us” the peasants of
this Indian village said.

The same day the city of

2] Mahal senf out a full
lakh of its . inhabitants to,
"show its awareness of the
fresh distinction of a Voroshi-

lov visit. All along the seven .-

miles the people stood and
cheered,  while the Soviet lea-

ders waved and cheered back. -
The beauty of the Taj held -

the visitors entranced and

they declared their wonder-

" Indian . people

- Soviet President unafraid!

. liance of Delhi’s

and admiration at what' the

and their
craftsmen had accomplished.

‘But the awe did not drive out

fun. K. D. Malaviya found if
quite a job to restrain Voro-
shilov from climbing the 135
feet to the minaret—the tale
of lovers’ suicides found the

° And then the character-

.istic touch—the seeking out .

of the old Taj guide Sun-
derpal, the warm - embrace

and the . presentation to

him of a gold brooch, with

friendly urging to. keep the

mausolenm safe for beauty-
thirsty man!

Apart from the. slght—
seeing . and the receptions
there was a round of the
most serious discussions with
the Planning Commission in
Delhl. Pandit Nehru himself
outlined -the results, difficul-
tles: and methods of India’s.
attempt at planned develop-
ment. Kozlov recounted So-.

- viet expérience.

Reception At
Diwan-E-Am

The highlight of the Soviet
leaders’ stay in -the capital
was the civic reception.at the
Diwan-e-Am of the Red Fort
on the evening of January
24, To use a cliche the visit.
had caught on. The arches
and banners on the long way
from Rashtrapati Bhavan
wove and spun with the bril-
winter sun,
Crowds and again crowds
gathered at vantage points
to watch and greet the swift
motorcade.

Outside .the Red Fort itselt
a conservative estimate put
the spectators.at some 40,000.
And within the largest ever
gatherinng of over 10,000 ex-
pectant -invitees—what a time
the harassed organisers had -
explaining the lack of more
invitations to crowds—filled
the courtyard beyond capa-
city.

- A solemn occasion it was,

as the strains of the two

national anthems proclaimed,
but a vibrant one, too, as the

enthusiasm of the audience

and the fraternal tones of the

two
and Nehru's—as well as the
civic address amply demons-
trated. The Diwan-e-Am had
never seen or heard such
guests before nor witnessed
previously our own feeling of
utter fellowship with them.

. Voroshilov’s speech = was,
above all,  characterised by .

"two  predominant themes—

striving for peace and respect”
and love for India. Time and
again he returned to the:
urgent need for peace and the
various measures taken in.
this- direction by the Soviet
Union.,

Warmly greetlng us on the
coming Republic Day- anni-
versary he added “our coun-
try deeply respects the parti-
cipants and leaders of the

" national liberation struggle

of the Indian people and,
‘above all, the outstanding lea-
der of the national liberation
movement, the great son of
India, Mahatma Gandhi.”
Voroshilov emphasised the

role of India in the struggle

for world peace. “This.com-
mon noble goal ‘brings us
close to each' other and pro-
vides the basls for strengthen-
mg and developing frlendshlp'

N'EW AGE

" President

speeches—Voroshilov's -

between the Sovlet' Unlon-and
the Republic.of India.: :

“We all know that great

¢redit for India’s pursuit of

. a peaceloving policy belongs

personally to Prime Minister

Nehru. The untiring efforts

of Mr. Nehru in defence -of
peace and the principles of
peaceful coexistence of states
have won him great respect
throughout the world.”

"It was an explosive ovation
that echoed and re-echoed
when in Hindi the Soviet
shouted “Hindi-
Russi Bhai-Bhai!” o

Pandit Nehfu voiced the
sentiments of the entire
audience—and the millions

who could not comie but had,

somehow joined us—in a
moving speech in reply.
He begdn by saying:
just saw and heard the Pre-

sident of the Soviet Union.’

I also heard him and was
looking at him. Many pecu-
liar pictures came - 'before
my mind as I heard and saw
him. He (Mr. Voroshilov)
occupies a high position,
very high position. - ..
“That is trne but t.hat ls a
-symbol of = many  great
things, beciuse he is among
“those few people who saw
the beginning of a great
Revolufion and who parti-
cipated in if. He is among
. the co-workers. of Lenin.
“The President of 'the
Soviet Union today' reminds
us of those old things—those
things which belong to an age
which saw many ups and
down in the world, many
great wars, defeats and vic-
tories. These images camé

.-before my mind when I began
‘to think of this period of 40

or 43 years ago.”

Nehro’s H_eartfelt :

" Tributes

- He developed this opening
theme in the following words:
“Our freedom struggle : and
the great.Soviet ‘Revolution
were different in character.
Many features were, however,
common, the most important
of these was that the common
people, the masses were

-before us.”

He praised in " the highest
terms the work of the Soviet
Union, and especially Premier

. Khrushchev, for world peace.

About the Soviet proposal for
disarmament -he stated “fun-
damentally that 1s a sound
proposal, which ‘the world
today needs, the ecommon
people. of the world....” He

‘particularly = drew people’s

attention to the fact that

whenever the distinguished

guest had- spoken -‘he had
invariably .
need for peace, .

‘Nehru' stated that while

the Soviet Union had done -

much’ for India “the most
_ precious thing: which the
Soviet people have given us
and - for .
gratefulness ¢{p them—not
mere verbal gratefulness
for which there is no need
—is the manner in which
. the -Government and the

people of the. Soviet. Union-

have shown love and affec-
‘tion to the people of India

‘and the way in which they:

have acted towards us.”.

-He: declared that it .is the -

same- message of love which
India sent to the Soviet Urion

and other countries. “The re-

“You .

-unsullied voices

9

lationship between India a.nd.

the Soviet Union is one of
closeness, -friendship ° and
love. It is obvious, therefore,

‘that we should - try to leam )

‘from each other.”

Emphasising that ' India's

foreign policy was based on
this approach of  love and
understanding with all coun-
tries Nehru ended on &
solemn note:

“Undoubtedly I can tell the
President on your behalf that
India which was already
striving ‘along th¢ path of

_ peace will now work for peace -
with greater strength and will -

strive in every possible man-
ner that this banner of peace
which has been raised should
move forward and achieve
complete triumph.”

January 25 was anotherb

spectacular day. While Koz~
lov went to Suratgarh, Vore-
shilov flew to Chandigarl. In

_the -evening all the S viet

leaders attended a mag
cent reception. organised
the Indo-Soviet Cultural So-

. ciety of Delhi. Pandit Nehru

and ofher distinguished guesl:s
were also present.

Addresses of welcome were
read out by Major-General
Sokhey and Rameshwari Neh-
ru and Furtseva replied. Gifts
were exchanged and. to sum-
mote the cordial feelings the

Uzbek singer Nasyrova sang’

in Hindi Sare Jahan se
Achcha Hindusthan. - Hamara
and an Indian choir in

Russian the song Wide is My .

Country.

It is only fitting that this

brief report of the first.lap ot
he. Soviet tour should close

with. a- glimpse of the Soviet
leaders as they arrived in the-

early morning to join the two
miillion’ strong  rejoicing
crowds on our Republic Day.

They watched the military
parade, -admired. the floats
from the various States—a
special look it seemed for Hin-
dusthan Steel-—and jolaned

the applause to the folx dan- -
.cers’ contihgents. But what

literally brought them to their

feet to cheer were the child- -

ren of Indla whose youag,
gave u3 all
the Order of the Dav-—Jal
Hind! . S

* The men of victorious revo-.

Jution and Communist cons+
" tructicn were - with us all, of:
one heart and with the szme
impulse of joy and hope as we
the future.-
_ot our motherland. "

cheered together

emphasised " the .

1. age to the glorious martyrs

which I express -

_m MAGE To
MARTYRS

NEW AGE joins the en-
tire people in paying hom-

of our freedom struggle on
: thxs January 30.

We bow our heads in me-
mory -of Gandhiji who gave
his life for the freedom of
our Motherland and the
unity of our people.. -

We pledge on this solemn
day to work on with all our
strength to bring to: full
realisation all the great
ideals of our national move-
ment, for which the revered
dead made the supreme
sacrifice,

JANUARY 31, 1860

" within the

JANUARY 31, 1660

-s;l.ogAns of peace and with

The An:uman-i-lslamra Hall in Patna rang w1th

thunderous cheers for the

" Panchashila policy of peace. non-alignment and op-. -

position to military alliance.
The Bihar Panchashila Conventron held on Jan-

" nuary- 18 was a striking
support for the country’s

PRESIDED over- by well-

known lawyer, Sri Nara-
yan Sahay, Chairman of the
State-Bar Council and Presi-
dent of the Bihar Barrister's
Association, the Convention

" in Patna was the first of the
sixty conventions and confer-

ences planned to be held dur-
ing the next five weeks in
various States of the ¢ountry.
The group of leaders of the
Indian Peace movement, who
are touring to participate in

- -these conventions had earlier

received a warm welcomme on
thejr arrival, -

demonstration * of popular
peace policy. :

the need to end the compla-

cent attitude which con- -

sidered -that there. was no
danger - to ‘the 'country’s
foreign’ policy.

The convention decided to

ssue a Declaration in support -

of the, policy of peace, mnon-

'.alignment and opposition to

military  alliances, which
pledged the participants to do
all in their power "“to combat
resolutely the nefarious cons-
piracies which are aimed- at
the reversal of this policy”. !
The convention also adopted
a resolution on India-China

Support For Pohcy Of

‘The convention opened in
the morning with a meceting

 of representatives nf different

organisations and individual
supporters of the peace move-

ment. Father J. 8. Williams,

Head of the Indian National
Church, Chatur Narain Mal-

. viya and Romesh Chandra,

General Secretaries of the
All-India Peace Counci! point-
ed out the urgent necessity
for a united natlon-wide cam-

" palgn.

Speakers referred particu-
larly to the fact that even
Congress Yarty,
whose Government was res-

. ponsible for the ' carrying .
out of the policy, voices had
been raised seeking to draw
the country into. military
allianees. _This, underlined

‘jab village about the
g unfortunate border dis-
% pute between India and
R - China on December 16,
"in a strangely unpubhcr-

ve .said,
z “Just now there is some
“*discord  between India and

% ' China. I have deliberately
used the word ‘discord,’ as

‘e Is seen talking to the

. sible . date

PEAKING in a Pun-

sed speech, Vinoba.Bha-~

Director of the. Pavilion.

.;.,.x.,;.x:nx-x-hx-x-

relations, which expressed its .

support to the. efforts of

Prime Minister Nehru “to '
present dispute -

solve the
through peaceful . negotia-
tions.” .
The hope was expressed
that Prime Minister - Neliru
and Premier Chou En-lai
“may meet at the earliest pos-
-and arrive at an
amicable settlement.”

Khrushchov On India-China Dzspate

MISUNDERSTAND]NGS WELL MELT

® From Masood Ah Khan

" MOSCOW, January 23.

THE India-China border
incidents were “due to
some misunderstanding”,
- said N. 8. Khrushchov in a
< recent interview to the In-
dian writer Khwaja Ahmad
- Abbas parts of which have
been made available for
publication here tonight.

_Khrushchov said he was -

sure that neither India nor

China “pursued aggressive
- aims, or meant to grab
- some territory.”

He further declared: “It
is necessary to continue
the ‘efforts to remove what-
- ever misunderstanding may
have arisen and restore
.good friendly relations
which were established be-
tween India and China.
The Soviet people will not
fail to welcome that, for
.we have unbreakable bonds
.of brotherhood linking us

with the People’s Republic:

" of China and our friend'y
relations with- India con-
. tinue to develop.”

Referring = to his forth-

: packed with people, crowding

Other resclutions called for . at the doors ‘and an equal

redoubled efforts Yor the suc-’
cess of the Summit Confer-
ence, endorsed the resolutions
of - the Tenth . Anniversary
Session of the All-India Peace
Council and welcomed visit or
Prime Minister - Kolrala to

- Blhar

In the evening, the entu'e
Anjuman-i-Islamla Hall was .

"I think that it is nothing
more than that. In the old-
en- days the great Himala-
yas kept the two .of us
apart, - We thought the
Himalayas were protecting
us. But now that protection
is no more.

“Nowadays - neither mo-
untain, nor walls, nor
forts, etc.,.aré able to pro-

. -tect any country Protec-
tion can come now oniy
from within... I have

Rashtrapati Rajendra Prasai vlsited the Chinwe pavi- ..
‘Jion at the World Agricultu e Fair on January 11, Here

Cainese Ambassador and the

20 0-8.8e8rbed fefat-l-1-2 2¢

. ..our army stronger.

number outside the Hall.
Sundarlal, Chairman of fhe
Presidential Committee of the
All-India Peace Council, in a
remarkable ninety - minute
address dealt painstakingly
with the entire situation aris-
ing out of the India-China
dispute Sunderlal declared:

“As 10ng as there is a breath

ofteri'said that the g'reat

oceans and mountains
which kept nations apart
have today become. their
connecting links. - And so
India and China.are bound
to come together in friend-
ship and love.

“The present discord is

only a prelude to that love.

“‘The ‘dis’ -will disappear
from ‘discord’ and ‘ac’ will
come -in its place. -That is
to say, there will be only
accord between them in the
future. .

. *I.do not know, but my
feeling is that when a child
takes: his mother’'s breast
for the first time, there is
some pain: but, later, love
is born out of it. That ig

- why the present disagree-
ment is of very little im-
portance to me.

“There is a section of
_people who have unneces-
" sarily made a row over this
matter. They want the
Government to give up its
non-alignment, and make
Even
. great men like Rajaji who
. have a broad vision and

who otherwise feel that the
policy of non-involvement
is the right policy, want
the Government to take
military  help  from big -
powers, and say that there
is nothing wrong in align-
ing ourselves with other

- nations.

. “I am reminded of a story -
from Mahabharat . which
says that even great: mén
like Bhisma, Drona and
Vidur lost their judgement

~ at a critical time....

NEW AGE

coming vislt to India which
is expected to take place
in the second week of
February, ' he sald: *“It
would be a great pleasure
for me to meet Mr, Nehru
and to have a look at India
once more. . I have very
good reécollections and I
‘should like to add to my
impressions.”.

The talk lasted for about
three hours during which
diverse questions . such as

"the future of capitalism,

prospects of the Soviet
Union reaching the stage
of Communism, .prospects
of co-existence, role of lyri-

‘cal poetry in Socialist
society were discussed -
Abbas intends to publish
the interivew in book form
in April,

Answering  the questxon
as to how long he thought
the Soviet  Union would
take to reach the siage of
Communism, = Khrushchov
said “Can mankind achie-
ve this goal? My opinion is
that it is not far off as fa.r
as the Soviet sociefy is
concerned.”.

e

"in my body, I shall not allow .

foreign troops on our soil,
under - any pretext whatso—
ever.”
In a rousing appeal to the
whole natior to rise against
" efforts to drag India into
the imperialist camp by
spreading war-hysteria aga-
inst China, Sundarlal de-
: clared amidst thunderous
cheera: “There will never be

“Let us-realise that what
is happening today is no-

". thing but-a result of the
. first contact between India

and China. When the two

hands come close for clap-

ping, sometimes. the one

falls heavily upon . the .
other. But it does not mean

that the one' is inimical to-
the other. Let -us not,

therefore, - get frightened -
with this first contact with

Chinn. I do not think that

China will act_so foolishly
as to increasé the number

of her enemies.”

He was critical of the :
United States for blocking
China’s entry into the UN.
He sajd this sort of attitu-
de hardly corresponds with
" professions of peace. Re-
ferring to Eisenhower's
visit to India, and to the..
hearty welcome accorded to_
him as an . “emissary of
peace”, he says: .

“Ike has declared that he .
stands for peace, but there
is still a hitch.'He has blo-
cked the way to peace by
not giving China admission
in U.N.O. Even Britain -has
relaxed but America is still .
‘adamant. X am at a loss to -
know as to why they are
not allowing a big nation -
like China to join other
nations in their common -
endeavour for peace...” .

" ‘He had forceful -words of '
commendation - for Indla’s
policy of peace, friendship
and non-allgnment He
"said this was.also'the only
policy of self-interest.

“It is said that India has
been ohliging China (by

" Communism.

" taking up her case in the

; DISCORD MUST CHANGE INTO ACCORD—Says Vinoba -

" trous, ononrparttothmk

. andvﬁrmn'oss..-..At such 2 = §

_ tion to change its policy, it - &

" cause they. have stuffed

Elaborating his.‘potn{ he

“further said, “We are work-

ing on this problem now.
I think that somewhere in -
1975-80 we shall have many
of .the necessary- material
resources to ensure a very -
high standard of living for
.our people provided, of
course, there is no war. And -
if agreement were reached
with Western - Powers on.
reduction of armed forces;
on - their disbandment,
liquidation, on complete
disarmament, vast sums re-
leased as a result would im- -
mediately be used fo speed
up the advancement.of the

" people’s living - standards

on rapid progress of the‘.
Soviet  society. towards

“Even if there 1s no. drs-
armgment,  if- armaments
remain ' at their present
level, we have every reason
to expect to reach our ob- .

"jectives by 1975-80.” :

However, heé added “the °
full withering away of the
State will be possible only -
when mankind forms a’
singe word commune.”

a war buween "India and

_ China, I am prepared.. to

. stake my life on this ”

"‘Rev. -Father J. §. Wllllams
and Chatur Narain: Malvia
also made e_ffectiv_e speeches.
" Disrict conventions are be-
ing held in Hazaribagh, Ran-~
ehi, Darbhanga, Motihari and-
Bhagalpur. -Peace organisa-
tions are also being formed ln
these distrlcts :

U.N. ete.). 1 warit to make X
it clear that we have not’
‘obliged China by advecat-
- ing her case, we have mere- . &
Iy done our duiy ' to our- X
~selves and - to the world - §
. community. ... -

“I feel there is absolutely -
no necessity. of -changing - §
our policy -of ' non-align-
ment. It wonld be disas-

of changing our policy...”
- At the end of his long
discourse on . the border
‘problem, he said that at -
this time Nehru’s: .
“is a lone voice ,of faith

eritical juncture when al-
most all those who worked -
with Gandhiji want the na-

is Nehra -alone : (whose)
mind is clear. He is being
attacked from all sides.
“Even the. learned- are §
Yosing’ their ~ balance * be-

their brains with the his-

tory based on the principle . § -
~ of balance of power which, -

in present-day politics, has X
become obsolete today. At .
such an hour of trial Nehrn
stands firm as a rock with -
a clear perception of the -
present with a-keen intel-
Yect.and a will to act. :
"I feel as if Gandhifi s ' §
Hving.”-

(Bhoodan Yagna v
Janua.z:v 1, 1980)

e

' This is the voice of one
whom they ’ all* call - the
“lving Gandhi.” This spee-, :
ch delivered by him in the .
vmage of 8irss in the Pun- X
Jab was “killed” by our. 8§ -
free and fair press. - '
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' ELECTION SCENE IN

: <A district fri;m' which tlh.e‘;‘Cong‘ress ha-d hdpéa
to win a large number. of seats, Congress leaders do

. not .find Ernakulam so easy any more,

In -the last

. general elections the Congress had won' ten out of
. the fourteen -seats in_this district and during’ the .
- “Jiberation struggle” Ernakulam had been one of its
hotbeds. All this had naturally raised the hopes of
" Congress leaders and they had begun te think that
they had all the seats here in their pockets. -

B UT going round he Dis-

trict and seeing the cam- -

" paign of both the parties and

the changes that have taken -

place in the electorate since
1957, the impression that is
left on one’s mind-is, Leave

dlone the Congress winning

all the seats, it will be . diffi-
cult for the Congress to even

~ retain all the seats it had won

last time. - .

.- Ernakulam town . itself is
one of these seats. Last time

the Congress candidate A. L.

. Jacob had won the seat with

5,685 votes . more _ than.the

‘Communist candidate’s 18,172 -

-votes.

This time it is a triangular
contest with Communist con-
didate P. Viswanatha Menon
facing -A. L. Jacob who is
agdin the Congress candidate,
and Kerala Sociadist “Party
leader Mathai Manjooran as
the third candidate.

The. Congress candidate’s

-. contribution in the last As-
. sembly- had been nil; ‘he
- 'was its silent member and
the people of the constitu-
ency know it. A. L. Jacob

- had one qualification which

. 'brought him the = Congress

-ticket, though there were

' AT THE WORLD AGRICULTURE FAIR - |
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many claimants for it

namely, that he is a favou-

rite of the Catholic hierar-
chy. : ’

He was a permanent mem-
ber of all the jathas during
the “liberation struggle” and
the Catholic Church had héon-
oured~him with some minor
distinction for his role in’the
struggle. ’

. While the Catholic Church
is happy about the “liberation
struggle” and A. L. Jacob’s
contribution to it, quite some

-sections - of the people have
reacted differently to = the
struggle. .-

First of all, the so-called

“liberation” base: of the Con-
gress itself is no longer stea-
dy. The reason is the KSP
candidate, Mathai Manjooran.
He has been going from one
Catholic to another in the
constituency,
questions: For what was the
“libersticn. struggle” ' conduc-
ted? What has been the gain?
Why should you vote for the
Congress?. S

The Congress candidate and
his campaigners are finding it
difficult to answer these ques-
tions. o R

A sizable - section of the

See

/

asking a few'

-doubtful whether

constituency’s voters is not
_attached: to -any . political
party. But they have been
very.much disgusted with all

that was done in the name of.

the “liberation struggle.” It is
bt they - will
again vote. for the Congress. :

A strong base of- the. Con-

.gress in the town has been
the wards from Pilleppadi to.

Ravipuram. Distinct changes

can now be seen in this area.

and one does . not  have to

.make very much effort to

notice them. .

The names. on the elec-
tion committees of the Com--
munist candidate reflect
.these changes. For instance,
a prominent ' lawyer of this
area, M. Bhaskara Menon,
spoke at the constituency
workers’ convention, wishing
success to the Communist
candidate and ceremonious-
ly raised a Red- Flag over

- his own house.

The - Vice-President of the
committee is Panikkasseri P.

Francis. who went to prison
for participating in the “libe-
ration struggle” . but is now
disillusioned. with the parties
who organised it. The Vice-

President of the election com- .
mittee in one ward is another
_ Congressman -X. C. Prabha-’

karan, who was active in the
Congress till recently. '
The fishermen community

in this area which had accord-
ed all its support to the Con-

._gress candidate last time has .
changed its loyalties this time" .

P
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. demanded ~ the
down off the provisions giv-

and is supporting the Com-
munist candidate.

- Another community which
has solidly lined up behind
the Communist candidate is
the Gowd Saraswats.” Last
time a Gowd Saraswat inde-.
pendent candidate had. polled
1,602 votes in this constitu-
ency. All those who worked
“for him then, are now work-
ing -for the Communist Party.
One .reason for this shift is
that this' so far neglected
community feels that only the

\

. To add" to the € sress.
. -candidate's problems, * many’

.supporters of the Gongress
have done some , rethinking
about the “liberation ' strug-
gle” and as a result of these
second thoughts,  they have
now become supporters of the
Communist-supported -candi-
-date. One - ‘example-1s the
Vice-President - of Ratnabai’s

election - committee . Appukut- -

tan Master who is a former
Secretary of the Mandal Con-
gress Committee. And.lower
down in ‘the ward
‘committees .aré many who
were captains in the “Hbera-
tion army.”

“Fhough Ratnabai is enter-

ing active politics for the first -

time through these elections,
she has a standing ' in the
conbtituency as an  active

worker. of the = Congress Ma-

- v ' ‘by rnnarrs, “_:-. WA v
maAMD
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_Communist Party has tried

to do justice to it by sponsor-
ing a candidate of the com-
munity, Ratnabai from the
adjacent Mattancherry .cons-
tituency. ' )
. .But the biggest factor is
that it is a much stronger .
Communist Party that is.
fighting the . elections this
time. Last time there were
many wards in_which the
Communist Party did not
“have any commiftees. This
time the situation has radi-
cally improved. There is no
ward without an election’
committee of the Commu-.
nist Party—5,000 workers
are active in- the 36 ward
committees. i .

Also new in the . constitu--
ency is the 10l-member wo-
men’s committee which was
formed at a meeting attended .
by over 500 women. Women'’s
sub-committees . were being
formed in every ward - for
campaigning "effectively amo--
ng the women. - ° S

The constituency election
campaign inauguration rally
was attended by .25,000 people

" and was preceded by a de-
monstration of 5,000, one -

thousand women among them. -

Mattancherry “is another
constituency which the Con-’
gress had won in’ this dis- -
trict last time. The Congress
candidate -had, polled 19,106 .

- votes then—&6,060 ~ more than

the Communist candidate and

_ the PSP and RSP candidates
‘had together got 3,519 votes.

This time it is a triangular

- contest with K. K. Viswana-

than as the Congress candi-
date, Ratnabai . as -Commu-
nist-supported Independent
and ‘KSP’s John Manjoozan.

" Even before the Communist
Party’s campaign inaugura-
tion rally.of 10,000 preceded

by a 5,000:strong demonstra-

tion, the Congress had begun

- to meet with difficulties and
“attempts had _been made to

bring pressure on the Com-
munist-supported Indenpen-

_dgnt to.withdraw. = .. :

- Unlike the Congress can-
didate in - Ernakulam who
refused to open his  mouth
- in -the last Assembly, the
- Congress- candidate in Mat-
_tancherry - must: be regret-
:ting that- - he - talked ‘too
‘much on’ the wrong side. He
- spoke ‘with passion against
" 'the’ Anti-Eviction Act and
.. watering

ing- per ency of tenure.
AN’ this$has not made .him
‘exactly ar. with. the

" tenmant farmers;. agricultural

A PRASRSPNNE ARSI - Workers, and poor  peasants.

AN

S

hila Sangh, the Charka San-
gh, the Hindi Prachar Sabha,
‘ete. . :

“Thoughts of how to retain’

the constituency have repiac-
ed all the braggadocio in the
Congress camp- ~0f regaining
the seat with a ten thousand
majority. . L.

Another Communist-sup-
ported Independent is proving
a headache for .the Congress

in the next constituency of
Palluruthi. :
Alexander Parambithara

had won this .seat for.the
Congress last time with 23,665
votes—3,818 votes more than
the Communist candidate.. A
PSP candidate had then poll-
ed 1,993 votes. This time Ale-
xander Parainbithara is fac-

ing. Communist-supported In- .

dependent Kerala Varma with
KSp's P. F. Thomas making
the third side of the triangle:

" Big changes have taken

-place in the. constituency
. as can be seen if one peru--
_ses the names on the elec-
tion

ra Marar is President of the
constituency election com--
_mittee while the respected
“headmaster of the . SDPY
High School,C. Govinda Kai-
mal, is one of the Vice-Fre-
sidents. 7 : )
There-are plenty of reasons
why the people have turned
against the Congress. The

Communist-led - Government
had allotted a transport work-
shop and an Indistrial Estate:

to this area! Before they were

actually established, the Com--

‘munist Ministry ‘was dismiss-
_ed. The people, With their ex-
_perience of Congress and PSP
rule, know that only the re-
turn of the . Communists to

office will .get them these:

establishments.

One other schenie has to be’ ‘

specially mentioned to see the
- people’s ‘desire for the return
of the -Communist Ministry.
Stone workers in the Erur:
area ‘in.this constituency ge-
nerally are without work for
six months ih the year.. The
coastal area also faces a per-
petual menace from the sea.
During the tenure .of the

Communist Ministry, a sche- °

-'me was prepared - to: build a
stone wall against the sea and

-also provide work . for the-.

stone workers: The Commu-,
nist Government also allowed
- the: stone. workers’ . union to’
diréctly exploit the Vennala
stox_le quarry. The Adviser's
-.regime has been an eye-open-
er—not only does the.scheme

% SEE PAGE 11
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election:

- sought fo be made out in the

‘ ,  committees of the.

. Comn_mnist-supported'mde- :
pendent.- An ex-Praja Man- -
dal MLA, K. W. Muralidha-

Not a few repressive lo

inherited from the British.

ws have the Con, ress rulers

But that evidently does not’

satisfy. Dr. B. C. Roy and his Government. They want to

go one better on Anderson and- Tegart (the notorious Ben- .

‘ gal Governor and the Calcutta’ Police Commissioner of the

Hhisties). . -

- BILL with an innocent title
. but mischievous design cal-

"led “the West Bengal Control

of Processions- and Assemblies
Bill, 1960"” has been announced
in the Calcutta Gazette of Dec~
ember 30, 1959 to be: taken up

“for enactment at the forthcom-

ing Budget Session of the State.
Assembly next month. - h
The ostensible object of this

" measure is “to prohibit, restrict,

impose conditions upon” “pro-
cessions or assemblies” in the

" name of “the interest of general

public or public' order.” It ds
Bill that this legislation has be-
come necessary to prevent “the
dislocation of traffic and inter-
ference with .normal civic life
-and avocations of the people.”
‘Arguments? Because “proces-
sions,” the Statément of Objects

and Reasons of the Bill declares, -
“are taken out and assemblies .

are formed so often in the town .
of Calcutta and elsewhere in the

district....” So, here is a

clumsy move to ban processions,
and meetings. ) :

Clause 4 of the Bill, . let it
be noted, provides for impri-
sonment Uup to -three years.
Such’ savage punishment for
the purposes of traffic regu-
_lations is nowhere to be.found

in this wide world. But then -

wphat is given as the reason

is only a ‘pretext for doing -

something sinister,

" It is interesting that Dr. B. C. ~

Roy and® his Police Minister
Kalipada Mookerji, who was
once described by the rabidly
anti—Cqmmunist . -Congressite
- daily Ananda Bazar Patrika as
t4he ..shame - .of “his mother’s
womb” are. evidently “imitating
if you like to-come nearer home,
the . Ayubshahi
They want to suppress meetings
~and demonstrations. :

- But then there is no Constitu-
tion in- Pakistan; there are no

fundamental - rights fo. worry -

about; there is no Jawaharlal

-~ Nehru -oh the Prime Minister’s

gaddt ~to talk of ~ #jindividual
liberty,” . “democracy” and all
the restof it. . " =
_ This Bill which has evoked
universal condemnation and
protests all over West Bengal
‘is; however, the praduct of @
cold, calculuted conspiracy of
the British and the Indian
| millionaires in Calcutta and
. those -miserable men in the_

Sachivalaya , who are @ccu=~

.. stomed-to do the bidding of -

big money. . )

For them, the tenets and prac-
tices of democracy have no
meaning. The “democratic way”
must be for them a simple one~
way, traffic of exploitation, ag-
grandisement, corruption and

. ostentatious vulgarity. :
© . Thanks to the fighting work-

ers, office employeesy peasants,
refugees, teachers and students
of Calcutta and_other parts of

West Bengal :
easy, sailing either for the mo-

. pnied exploiters or for the Con- .

. gress bosses. Every attack, con-

templated or actual, on people’s”
. every.

. rights ~ and’ interests,

. affront to their ‘honour and dig-

nity has. been - stoutly resisted
by the mases. - .

. Often indeed such resistance

" has taken the forms of mas--

sive. processions and meetings
v — all; . however, perfectly

beacejfu;f&nd'-wholly constitu-
| JANUARY S1,1060 . = "~

‘merger of West Bengal

in Pakistan.

it has. not been’”

tional, What - is more, those
manifestations. of public opi-
nion has upset many an apple-
cart of the Congress regime
dnd its patrons in Big Busi-
ness. * : ’ :
For example, in 1952-53, the
elaborate mass retrenchment
scheme was given a big rebuff
by the - office employées ' and
workers.-In 1953, Calcutta. wit-
nessed a massive and victorious
resistance to the proposal for
increasing fares of the British-
owned Calcutta tramways. ~ In
1055-58, the dastardly plan of
and
Bihar was smashed to smithe-
reens and the Congress rulers
ranging from Prime Minister
Nehru.-down to the petty intri-
guers in the Secretariat and
Congress Bhavan were made to
"eat the humble pie.-

Recently forces of demo-
cracy demonstrated  over the
Kerala issue, the climex hav~

to defend the pital interests .
of the people , to fight back
tyranny, corruption and at-
tacks of the Congress regime.
One shudders to think what
depths of misery and degra~
dation the Congress Tulers
. would have driven the pligh-
ted State of West Bengal to
but ~for such correctives of
patriotic’ and democratic re-
sistance. .
. Let there be no mistake that
these meetings and processions
which Prime - Minister Nehru
derides in his description of

“ Calcutta as “the city of proces-
gions” have eminently. become

a part of West Bengal's very
struggle for honourable survi-
val. Let the Prime Minister feel

or say as he likes, but these

- manifestations of people’s feel-
_ings and good conscience in the

face of unmitigated injustices
and oppression of the Congress
regime, would starid out as an
unimistakable sign of a nation’s
vitality and pulsating life. ¢
" As for West Bengal, its'flam-
ing patriotism and its people’s
sense of self-respect are often
upheld .in these protests which

Prime Minister Nehru derides

issue, they ‘have succeeded in .

isolating the _Commumst" Party
—which unduestionably is thé
strongest force. on the side of’
democracy and has always been

“in the forefront:of struggle for

defending it. —
Here is, perhaps, an occasion
for all tight-minded people to
ponder over what the Commu-
nist-baiters of today are driving
at. Reaction’s attacks:are not:
confined ~ to. the ' Communists

. alone, however much the Com-

munists are made - its initial
targets. These attacks are aim-
ed at democracy itself.'The West
Bengal Bill jis yet danother proof.
of this, if a new proof was at
all required. LT

Viewed from the constitution-
al angle, the West Bengal Con-
4rol of Processions and Assem-
blies Bill makes nonsense of the
right of speech and assembly—
i.e.,, the fundamental rights gua- -
ranteed by the Constitution. If-
it were a question of traffic pro-
blems, there are enough “traffic
laws and regulations. Moreover,
it necessary, . these could’ be
modified or amended.

- One 'does not at all require
such sweeping, dictatorial

“B. C. Roy’s Fraudulent Excuses |
" To Justify Black Bill .

>

ing been reached in the Aug-

yst 3 procession. against Cen-

tral intervention.—the biggest
ever procession to parade the
city streets. -

It is again in the streets and
public parks of Calcutta and
elsewhere “that * the. téachers
fought for.their cause in 1958
and won at least some partial
concessions—apart from thwart-.

. ing Governmeni’s plans of new

offensive against them. When
tHe tardy managements of some
Calcutta colleges threatened the

future . of thousands of young - -

boys and girls, it was in public
places that the battle for their
- cause was peacefully fought and
won-

When the Union’ Rehabilita-
tion Minister M. C. Khanna and
his State counterpart, Profulla
Sen dared to gamble; ~ as they
often do, with the fate of thou-
sands of refugees—men; women
and children, the & answer to
such inhuman official cynicism
came through meetings and de-
monstrations. “ - .

Man-made food scarcity be-
falls  West Bengal every- year,
causing widespread suffering
and distress. And every year,
the Government’s generous but
impeachable patronage to the

hoarder and the other methods

of malpractices and- corruption
are fought‘through similar po-
pular mass actions. :

Even for a slight increase in
the overall supply ‘of rice and
wheat from the Centre or in
the quota of the ‘ration card
holder, the people of West Ben-
gal have had to wage bitter
struggles, Only last Septeniber

cession which, despite its exem=
plary peacefulness and restra_in_t,
was surrounded by thousands of

lathi-charged with the intent to

. kill. And many were killed. e

These are but some. of ‘the
outstanding and unforgettable
examples among hundreds of
meetings and pro jons that

g’

Calcutta saw a mammoth pro-.

armed policemen and brutally -

“ . have beenin recent years held

N \ .
" and Méssrs: B. C. Roy and Ka-

lipada Mookerji and Co.  TDow
want, craftily to gag and silence.

What is fradulently presented
as mere provisions for traffic
‘regulation or “maintenance of
public order” is really a cruel
.challenge to our people’s past

cherished traditions, their pre-’

sent strivings and aspirations
and their future. For the people
of :West Bengal - cannot for a
moment think of submitting in

" mute obedience to the dispensa-

by -
. BHUPESH GUPTA

tion of the Congress regime—
which is what, by banning and
restricting at will public meet-
“ings and demonstrations, the
_Congress rulers would like now
to achieve. In fact, they had
_peen plotting for it all this
time. :

"During the last few y’ears Big’

" Business, - including the British
concerns and, of course, 'the
Birlas, the confirmed toadies of

the old days under the British -

and ‘a handful of their scribes
have been pleading, through
sponsored letters to certain
newspapers like the Statesman
and otherwise, for such curbs on
the rights of the citizen. .
Needless to say, in official
quarters this sinister proposal
has always been favoured and

welcomed. For nothing l}aun'rs.
the Congress Ministers and their

pet officers mor€ than public
opinion, whether it is expressed
through a meeting or proces-
sion or otherwise. However,
they were only waiting for an
opportunity: and now they think
they have got one in. view of
the' disruption of the democratic

movements caused primarily by

the PSP.

Besides, the Congress. rulers

“fondly hope that by their anti-.

-_C'ommunist hate campaign and
anti-Communist . C )
over the -India-China border

NEW AGE

; incitements -

powers, in;t\he hands of the -

Police Commissioner or Ma-
gistrates. for dealing with the,
problem. Besides, the Bill -is’
meant not - merely for ‘Cal-
cutta but for the entire State.
Where is such traffic in: dist-

rict and -sub-divisional towns,.

not to speak_of villages that
need be given these extra-
ordinary powers? .
In which civilised country in
the world.is such brutal punish~

ment as three. years’ jmprison--

ment plus fine prescribed in
cases where the issue is one of
traffic regulations? '
Clause 3 of the Bill empowers
_the' police to use as much force
* as’ necessery: and effect arrests
without warrants. And finally,
its Clause 6 says “No suit, pro-
secution or other legal proceed-
ings shall lie against any person
for anything which is in good
faith done in pursuance of this
Act or any - order made there
under.” Thus, actions of the au-

" tens * of thousands

the executive and the police

thorities and the police are not . .
justificable - and they : can do

“with complete impunity what-

ever they like!  Yet. the West

Bengal satraps of -the Congress ~

regime would have us believe
that this is a simple measure to -

regulate traffic .for public con-

venience! : .
There should-be a limit to the

_tomfoolery even on the part of.

Dr. B. C. Roy and his Police
Minister, Kalipada . Mookerji!
These gentlemen must credit the

public. with a little more com=

monsense and intelligence!

A< for the plea-of ‘“public’
convenience,” . this again is a -
colossal hoax. We have known'
of people
often participating in the meet~
ings and processions in West
Bengal and hundreds of thou~
sands greeting them. ~ Hut we -

-have never known of any siza- -

ble section of the community
‘objecting .to these -democratic
forms of - expression of public

" opinion. Does. it require to be-.
said that if the public was hos- .- .~

tile to’ such meetings and de~

- monstrations these would ‘not -

have been found profitable by -
those who organise them? -~
Neither would the Communist |
Party and other Leftist and de-
mocratic forces have_grown s0
powerful in Calcutta and West
Bengal. Dr,. B. C. Roy’s: Gov-
ernment speaks of “‘public con=
venience” in the same way as
once the British rulers used fo.
trot out this specious plea. But-
today this sort of crude bluff -
will be dnly too easily called.-
Actually the Bill is meant for
the convenience of big. business:
.and. the discredited - Congress
rulers.’ All else said by them-is

sheer frand and lie. . . .

‘Democratic and popular orga= ', .
‘pisations; as well as ‘ leading

-public .men throughout West
Bengal have already begun to
move against this Black Bill and
every day and in every part‘'of .
_the State the volume of protests
-is growing. S )
It has already been ‘made
_ amply clear that' the people of
West Bengal, particularly the
workers, peasants _and emplo-
yees, are not going to allow the .
Congress regime to rob them-off
their solemn, rights. For they see -
that the Congress rule which has- .
denied them the barest necessi-
ties in food and housing or living’

wage and bearable conditions’ of -

life, is out today to deny them .
even the. right to.ask for these.
_This is an affront which no de- -

* SEE PAGE 12
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-guest.

.IT is a matter of great
pleasure to have you and

in our midst.” As I sald this
morning we have been look-

and I need hardly repeat that
we welcomé- you as the Head

. of a great country which
‘through revolution initiated a
new epoch in human history.
Your nation has-despite the
vicissitudes of war, .

tific and technological fields.
Your  sclentists -have’ con-
- . 'quered space and brought
. within the grasp of man what
‘seemed altogether unattain-

e and art you "continue to
’ : maintain an excellence which
earns you admiration from
the whole world.
Though we -have fashioned

our own revolution in &

‘different mould, our f{wo

countries have much in com--

mon. We ‘represent, as the
Union of Soviet Socialist Re-

© your distinguished colleagues.

ing forward to this occasion -

made -
enormous strides in the sclen- :

| gble. In the field of culture .

. . On the night of January 20 our Rashtrapati'gave
- a banguet in honour of President Voroshilov. On this

. .occasion Dr. Rajendra Prasad made an important and
warm speech in welcome of the dlstmglushed Sovxet

pubucs‘ does 8 hazmonlous
synthesis of different peo-
ples;, races, - cultures . and
languages. In our vast “land
we are pledged to0 ensure
better standards of living for
our people.

In- our striving for world
peace and understanding
between nations we share
with you a common pur-
pose. We ‘believe,” Your
Excellency, as your leaders
-do that all eﬂorts should

~PRAISE FOR UN/[ATERAL G'IIT
IN S'O!/IET FORCES

be directed trwards achiev- -

ing a lasting peace where
the fear of disastrous war
is banished and man’s skill
and ingenunity directed to
noble purposes.
‘Almost five years ago our
Prime Minister visited the
Soviet Union- and. a few
months later . we welcomed
your leaders. It was the be-
ginning of a new chapter in
the. history of -the relations
between our two nations.

Our mutual relations today
extend to "various fields,

A visit to the Taj '

~ TWO PRESIDENTS 'SPEAK

_industrial, technologlcal cul-
“tural and economic. Techni-

clans and . engineers from
your country, working -in col-
laboration - with ours, have
Just completed the gigantic
steel .project of Bhilali which
stands -out as a symbol of

Indo-Soviet collaboration and

co-operative effort,

- We are grateful’ for the
economic and technical assis-
tance extended to us by the
Soviet Union and recognise
fully the value of this aid In~

our plans to build a better

and happier India. We are
glad, too, that projects like
Bhilal and  many  others
enable the people of -the two
countries to get together and
to know and understand each
other better.

The many cultural and
other delegations from India
that have visited your coun-

‘try have come away enriched

with experience. Our students
are in your universities and
institutes engaged in cultural
pursuits or in learning the
advanced - -techniques ‘of
modern sclence and industry.

We have had opportunities -

to welcome to India your
statesmen, men of letters,

‘sclentists, technologists, in-
from varied

deed people
occupations and many walks
of life thus widening our, con-
tacts and the interests of our
peoples in each other.
Your Excellency is aware
of the deep importance we
atta:ch to world peace, a

. .. . Left: Voroshilov speaking
-t o at the - Rashtrapati’s
B C . Banquet,

cause to wnich your coun-

try is equally devoted. Both

our governments recognize
- that- disarmament is the
. key to universal peace, We
have noted with special
satisfaction- the  recent
.drastic reduction in the
armed forces .of the USSR.

"This augurs well for the
forthcoming talks between
the Great Powers, to which
my Government,
yours, has attached much im-
portance.. Much in the world

today depends on these talks
and we cannot but feel that
the resultant understanding
will bring with it the possibi-
the

lity of exﬁen&g to

-Above: Kozlov and Nehra.

as well as

AT a banquet on January 22 given by Pre51dent

hbove :

Voroshilov to our President and Prime Minister,

the Soviet leader said:

We are happy to have thlS opportumty of visit-
ing your country at the kind invitation of the Presi-

dent and Government of the Republic of India,  of

getting acquainted with the Indian people, their life,
‘customs and traditions, W1th the buﬂdmg of a new

life,

-From the bottom of our
hearts. we are grateful to the
citizens of the glorious capl-
tal of India, the city of Delhi,
for the warm welcome they
are according our delegation
and their hearty hospitality.
This cordiality towards us re-
flects the feelings of affec-

Coe ‘v Voroshllov at the Livestock l’avillon at tbe
. . Agricultnre Fair

~

development of large areas
in - Asia and Africa, .the
gclentific . knowledge, the
genius and the wealth of -the
industrialised and advariced
countries. v

On our own. horizons we
face unfortunately new . pro-

‘blems but I can assure Your

Excellency that we remain re-
solute and are determined to
seek peaceful solutions in our
traditional spirit of negotia-

tion and conciliation.

You, Sir, soldier and states-
man, noble and distinguished -
- patriot,
.India for the ‘first time. In.

are travelling to

your brief tour of my country

. you will see the many facets

of its lfe,. our projects,
industrial and agriculfural,
our attempts at building for
a better and brighter future,

"buf beyond all thaf you will
.'see our fervent desire- to
.ensure peace and - happiness

{0 our countrymen.

'I- hope, Excellency, you and.
- your distinguished colleagues

will carry back with you in
some ‘measure: the feelings. of
warmth. and -affection which
our: people -have for you and
your country :

‘tion of the Indian people for

the Soviet people. . -
Permit me once again to
declare that the Soviet people

also entertain profound feel- -

ings of respect towards the
great Indlan = people and
always welcome the envoys

“of the peace-foving Republic

of India with an open heart
and a feellng of joy.

future.

our people‘ have ~deep

faith in the great creative-

efforts ‘the: Indian people
. are capable of. Indeed they
. have even : now - many
‘achievements to their cre-

dit in the development of

their national economy and

culture, We are very happy -
_over the -successes in the

implementation of yonr
Second Five-Year Plan.
As far as possible our coun-
try is  unselfishly assisting-
free India in' the construc-

tion of ‘her industrial enter-"

prises, -and willingly - shares -
her achievements in science
and technology, Cultural tles
in thé broad sense of the
word are ' developing in- the

mutual interest of the Soviet-

Union and India,

It is noted in the Sovieb} .

Union with great gratification
that the part played by India
in the solution ot vital inter- -
national questions  in the
struggle to preserve peace is

:’growing from year to year.

Dear friends, as far as the
Soviet Union is concerned,

“from the first days of Soviet
- power all the activities of our.

Government in the field of
foreign policy have:- been
directed towards one aim: to
preserve and strengthen the

‘Deace and security of nations.

Peace is needed by ‘the Soviet

-people for the successful
building of _their_ radiant

Kozlov. showing kehru the model of a Soviet
farmer’s- home at the Agriculture Fair

-important,
-recent ‘past, the ‘cultural level

.ment of Soviet

Peace is necessary for Indla
and for all-states of the East
quickly to overcome .the grim
consequences of -the colonial

- oppression, to develop their

economy and raise the living
standards of their peoples.

Peace .means -happiness
for all nations in the world
and no efforts should be-
spared - in struggling for
this happiness. Now that.
the prospects for streng-
thening peace have improv-
ed the efforts of all states
are mnecessary finally to
melt the ice of - the “cold
war,” to create such condi-

tions for mankind in which’

-there will be no arms race,
no threat of war which can
brlng disaster to mankind.

" Esteemed Mr. President, in
your speech yesterday you
spoke about the revolutionary

Left: The Two "Presidents

‘Furtseva, Nehru - <~-i.
and . Voroshilov- . .

. amongst the most ordinary
_sections, from the broadest
masses of the: people not
only scientists, writers and
other cultural workers, but
_also remarkably talented
production organizers, who
have mastered their jobs,
have already grown and
keep growing. -

Closely rallied round their
Communist Party and ‘Gov-
ernment, all the Soviet peo-
ple have always striven to see
that our motherland becomes
"-still more prosperous and
powerful, and the life of the
people betfter, happier and
more cultured.

Our people. are conﬁdent

of "their strength and they .

are firmly 'marching forward
along the  path chosen by
them. Engaged in peaceful
enthuslastic Iabour, ‘they

PRGFGUND RES’PECT FOR

changes and a.chlevements in
the Sdviet” Union. = Speaking
frankly, we were . pleased’ to
hear your words. True, the
heroic Soviet people succeed-
ed in turning our country
irito one of the world’s might-
iest powers, where the living
standards of ‘“the - working
masses are constantly rising. -

" But, and this is 'especially
- compared to .the

of our people has immeasur-
ably risen and continues to
rise. The Soviet Union is now
‘s ¢ountry  of high, truly
humane culture, and advanc-
ed. science led by a& host of
scientists - whose “names are
known far beyond the borders
of the USSR. :

Today the entlre ‘world has
learnt about the new achieve-

technology: the successful-
launching of our experimen-
tal rocket to an ' area in the
Pacific.
flew about 12,000 kilometres

at a speed of over 26,000 kilo-

metres per hour and deviated

by less than two kilometres

from the pre-set destination.
This 'is another important
step forward on the way to
conquering outer space.and
the study of flights towards
planets of the solar system.
The soicalist systemr has
roused millions of .people "
‘to vigorous creative acti-
- vity. Thanks to it ftom

science and -

The Soviet rocket .

S oA

'desn-e to live in peace and

friendship with all nations.

From the bottom of our
hearts we also wish the lead-
ers of the Republic of India
and the fraternal Indian peo-
ple every success in building
up a free and’ mdependent
India,

Above: Children offer a .bouquet ’ T -_,'
—Visiting a community development village
- near Delhi .

Below. Voroshilov and Furtseva showing
Dr. Prasad round.the Soviet Pavilion at "~ . Do
‘the Agﬂcnltnre Fair . ' ST
~—Hoinage to Mahahna Gandhi R




Assam ‘Congress

. knocks fr

The Assam Congress  recently received some bitter
om their allies—the Eastern Indig Tribal Union

i

(EITU) and the Catholic church. Recently two by-elections

were held in thé State—one
CRerrapunii constituency

to the State Assembly from the
and the other to the Autonomous’

District Council- of the United. Khasi-Jaintia Hills from its

‘Shella constituency. It 1as over these that the crisis arose..

OTH the consﬁtuefxcjes are
in the. United Khasi-Jaintia

‘Hills District, and both were
. caused by the death of Rev. J. J.

Nichols Roy, formerly a Con-

gress Minister, who stepped out

of the Congress on the eve of

won both the seats as an’Inde-
pendent. | o )
Immediately after his death

the Congress decided to contest

these seats. .But its decision
could not be announced for a
long time as a tussle developed
inside the District Congress

A

Committee among as many as

four aspirants. =

However, before the Congress
decision could be announced—
though it was unofficiaily known
to all—the EITU, a partner of

.the Congress in the Govern-

ment, aniounced its decision ‘to
put up a candidate for this seat
and none other- than their gene-

ral secretary Theodor Cajee at

that. o
The EITU was formed as poli-
tical platform just on the eve of

$ G

the 'second general elections by
 amalgamating a number of poli-
tical parties in the -Mizo

(Lushai) -Hills, Garo Hills and .

‘United Khasi-Jaintia = Hills—
three of ‘the 'four autonomous
districts of the State. The. poli-

tical leaders of the Uhited Mikir-

and North Cachar Hills, the

other .autonomous hill district, -

however, did not join this new
organisation, though some of
" them were known to be flirting
with it. (i

the second general election and’

; : nﬂi‘ninr of impbrtant industries—jute, iron and steel, textiles, cement, paper,
1 T ealt engineering, coffee, non-ferrous metals, raw ‘rubbcr ete.—star

ting Metric weights and measures.

ted -adop-

" ! » A Since tixeut the transition has begun in more industries>

Use'é of the Metric System' was - permitted” in “the COIR industry from
'O;to?l)él-' 1959. 'tn “the "SI‘JG;&R .industry\'thie' change-over started from
1, 1950, : q

No\vémp_er
"qIThej.pac;e will further quicken from April 1960, when ihe VANASPATI and

PAINT- industries ‘go metric’s
"\ The entire distribution of PETROLEUM aud PETROLEUM
| : T PRODUCTS, will be inlitres and -metric ‘units from Apii!_ 1,

<960, Y

On October 1, l958.<when‘the change-over to the Metric System v}»egan,ca_

- election campaign rally.

o} from August, 1960 S

_'/_inothe,r. Major step will be td:k_en when the Customs
" and the Central Excise adopt the Metric System

_ '-FOR SIMPLICITY & .UNIFORMITY
£ 15SUED BY.THE GQVEANMENT OF INDIA -

~ SHANKAR
FACING DEFEAT

"% From Our Correspondent
A LL over Cannanore town you will
hear one slogan: “Defeated in Kot-
tarakkara in 1952; defeated in Quilon
in 1954; we will defeat Shankar this.

time in Cannanore L”. .

pradesh Congress Committee,. has been
active only in Travancore all his life, but
instead of contesting a seat there, he has
gone all the way to the Northern end of
the State. He, perhaps, thought that here
his shameful record would not. be so well
known to the people. : .

But he is finding out his miistake. An old-

. time colleague of his in the SNDP, Tazhava

Kesavan, spent over a week in Cannanore

‘District, telling the people the life story of

the KPCC President which he would have

‘lked o6 hide—his record as a faithful
lieutenant. of Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer °

and his crimes against the State’s people’s
movement when Sir C. P. was Dewan, msr
activities against the - Congress . which he

that is going on &gainst him for alleged

- defalcation of SNDP funds, etc:

Now Shankﬁr can be satisfied that he is
not only.the figurehead President of the
KPCC; he is an all-Kerala figure—his noto-

. riety was known only in-Travancore bétqre,»
now the people of Malabar also know him,

The people of Cannanoré have taken
seriously the slogan of defeating Shankar,
particularly after the Communist Party’s

Fifty = thousand
people- marched in the demonstration
which shook the town and the meeting was
attended by one-and-a half lakh people.

' As against this mass upsurge, Shankar is
riot being able to mobilise even the entire
Congress organisation. to work for him.
fmmediately his candidature was announ-
ced, an influential Congressman industria-

that he would fight him as an Independent.
Shankar got jittery, rushed to Dhebar in

-

Dhebar, the big boss that he thinks he is,

kulam. Aaron’s reply was that if Dhebar
wanted to meet him, he could go to Can-
nanore along with Shankar and Kuttimalu
Amma. But all that he could - get was &
promise that Aaron would not contest as

would work for Shankar’s victory.

Last time the Congress candidate in Can-
nanore I was O. Gopalan. When it was de-

for the Congress. . -

R. Shankar, the President of the Kerala -

continied in .the Hindu Mandal, the case

list of the area, Samuel Aaron announced
Ernakulam and prayed for intervention. -

called Samuel Aaron to meet him in Erna-~’

an Independent, no assurance that Aaron:

cided that Shankar would fight this cons-
‘tituency, O. Gopalan was offered Canna-
nore II. His name was in fact announced .
for that seat but Gopalan refused the offer:
Today he is not working in Cannanore but
has gone to the Madai constituency to work

All this time, the Communist. candidate
has been winning wider and. wider suppors.

Presiding over his. election  inauguration
| rally was -Arakkal Adiraja ‘Hamsakoya .

) “ _| Thangal, ‘one of the most important Mus-
CLDA sofusa]. lim'personalities of the area. = -~ .
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MADHUSUDAN
BHATTACHARYYA

The only programme of the
EITU was the demand fora Se-
parate Hills State within the
Indian Union. In the .ensuing
election it secured a number of .

‘Assembly seats as well as the

only Lok Sabha seat from the.

_autonomous, hill- districts of
Assam. .

A ye:ax‘ or so after the general

*  elections, the Cabinet headed by

B. R. Medhi (now the Governor
of Madras) fell a victim to the

- factional fight inside the Assam

Congress. The victor was-the
present’ Chief Minister Bimala
Prasad Chaliha with whom the
EITU came to an understanding.
It decided to join his cabinet as
“associate members of the Con-
gress Parliamentary party,”
without giving up their slogan
for a Hills'State. '

This utterly opportunist poli-

tical alliance between the twe
parties which had pretty little -
in common except a hankering

after the loaves .and fishes of o

office, evoked strong criticism_in
the political circles of the State,
including a-section of Congerss~
men themselves. But Chaliha
ignored all this and handed the
"EITU the posts of a Minister,
Deputy Minister and Parlia-
mentary Secretary. &= = -
All seemed to go well. But
now a first-rate crisis burst.

The possibility of a head-on

clash and eventual - rupture
developed over, the by-elec-
tions: Neither party = would
step aside .and even a per-
sonal appeal by Chaliha, the
chief match-maker,  proved

" ‘abortive. )

The EITU candidate was

nominated by its Khasi unit and

its Central Council was not for- °

‘mally a party to this decision,
" though there is hardly any rea-
son to believe that'the latter

decision. The. EITU  Minister,
Deputy Minister and their fol-
o * SEE PAGE 12

- OWNERS ‘REFUSE TO
IMPLEMENT AWARD

The coal mine owners of
Assam have earned some no-
| toriety for their utter dis-
regard of the JAward - of
Labour- Appellate Tribunal
(LAT). They have not only

not implemented the LAT
" | Award in respect of the wor=

but . have also - flouted its
- | other provisions like provid-
ing the workers with elemen-
1 tary safety measures and
‘minimum amenities.

The colliery workers’ uni-
ons have been agitating for
quite some time now for the
implementation of "the' LAT
Award. But the owners
turned a deaf ear to the wor-
kers! appeals.. Their obsti-,
| nacy drove the' workers to
the path of struggle.

According to a Teport rea~
ching here, about four thou-
. sand workers of the A:R. & T.

strike from the -morning ‘of
January 13 as a protest’
against the company’s Tefu-

<

AITUC affiliated union is're-
ported to be a complete suc-

" vote for him because

“mist Party,

disapproved of the district unit’s -

- the
- rauhdidate Is in perfect trim

kers’ wages and emgoluments, |

company of Ledo went on.a | . " fains Ankamali,

- “first firing during the “libera-
* tion-struggle” took place, was
0 0 .

sal to implement the LAT | } Xarjlog{y tgf scszﬁg:zﬁsmth a
Award. The strike led by the } i ; ’ N

" “liperation struggle”

cess.

i

JANUARY. 31, 1980 ~

& .
remain only on paper, the
permission to: the " union to
exploit. the stone-quarry has
also been cancelled. -

‘When the Congress candi-
date is @onfronted with these

home-truths, all that he.does
is to point to the Communist-
supported : Independent who
belongs to 'the -Cochin Royal
family-and ask people not to
that
would re-establish princely
-. There are plenty of people
who have in answer told the
Congress-candidate that it is
Congress - which. perpetuates
that type of feudalism. :

+ .Mannath Padmanabhan in-

augurating the - Congress-
PSP-League front’s election
campaign in the district re-
gretted that such a2 “Harijan”
had been born in‘the Cochin

royal family.

A few yearé ago, when the

Maharaja of Cochin had in-, -

angurated a Christian cloth-
dealer’s shop  the same
Mannam-had said that this
inanguration of shops of all
sorts of Christians by the
‘Maharaja was bringing dis-
credit to the Cochin ruling
families and the Hindus.

Today Mannam may not

-object to a member of the

ruling family inaugurating a
Christian shop—hadn’t he
himself led the struggle spon-
sored by the Catholic Church

—but a member of the famlly, -

because he Is sponsored as an
independent +y the Commu-
has become a
Harijan in his eyes. The Con-
gress candidate also tried to
zet Kerala Varma’s .nomina-

_tion rejected on the ground-
that ‘he was a piince receiv-

ing allowance. - .

.. But the people think differ-

enily and they know the na-

tionalist record of  Kerala

Varma. e
ihe election ciganisation of

Communist, - supported

‘—with 5,000 workers active
‘under six panchayat election
committees and 56 ward com-
mittees. o o

‘Narakkal is another cons-
tituency which the Congress

~’hdd. won last time with a ma-.
jority of 4,932—a PSP candi-.

date polled 1,963 votes—but it
‘is a constituencv the Con-
gress will find it difficult to
retain this time. The shifts I
mentioned in connection with

. Palluruthi and Mattancherry -
- are much more in evidence.in '
constituency which is -

this
contested by Communist lea-
der P. Gangadharan. E

" Fivé thousand workers

.organised under 53 ward.
committees are determined- -
ly going about to see that.

the constituency does not go
to the Congress again.

- Among other constituenc'ies»
which ‘the Congress won in

the last elections Kothakulan-

gara demands special men-

tion. This" constituency con-
where the

During and just after the
{ people
had been so worked up that
it was -almost impossible for
any Communist to move about
in ‘this area. Congress lea-
ders had thought that the.
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_malpractices in the

. places. )
. - For instanice, in a pan-

Communists were finished ‘at.

least as far as this constitu-

ency went; and the fact that

‘the Catholics formed a-majo-

rity of the voters of the cons-
tituency- encouraged them to

- believe that they could.win

the constituency hands down.
But the campaign so far has
convinced them that they will
have -to fight every inch for
victory. Gone are the days -
when the people ‘would not -
listen . to the Commurists—

-huge rallies are .. being- held,

including in Ankamali, as

* part-of the Communist elec-

tion campaign.

“Liberation”
Will Recoil -

And the tactics of the
“liberators” - themselves had
turned sections of the people .
against the-struggle:and aga- -
inst the Congress. The backs
and bones of many people
here were broken for:the only
reason that they. were not
Catholics, many huts had

‘been destroyed and houses

made targets of arson:be-
cause they were not Catholic
homes. - -

The Congress leaders then
. never thonght that an op-
portunity would so soon be
given to these people to
give their answer. That op-
porinnity is now coming
. and their answer on Feb-
ruary one ‘will be quite de-

" finite: -

Election .. committees- are
functioninz in all' the 62.
‘wards of the nine panchayats
of the constituency- and the
campaign of the . Communist
candidate A. P. Kurien, a res-
pected -kisan leader of the
area, has made the Congress
leaders realise it is' a tough
battle’ they have to wage to
retain the seat. .

Similar is the
Alwaye constituency,

case v with
which

"the Congress had won with a

majority of 2,565 votes last -
time. This is one .of the four
constituencies .in the district
where there is a straight
contest this time.

- The Congress candidate is-
T. O. Bawa, - the “Andhra -
hero” as he is called here for

.having ‘tried to malign the

Communist Government with
slanderous accusations - of
Andhra
Rice Deal. -The Communist
candidate is M. M. Abdul °
Khader, who resigned his post
as Government Dpleader, to
contest the elections. :
There are 73 ward. election
committees of the Communist
Party and special committees
for - Alwaye town and the
panchayats. “Last time, the

independent ' candidate who

had fought with Communist .
support could not form elec-
tion committees in -many

chayat like Kizhakkamba-
lam, where ' .there was no
- election committee last time,
there are committees in all
‘'wards- today. Fifty workers
_in each ward and a com-
.mittee of 101 members
_formed at-a meeting attend-
ed by 232 representatives of -
all the wards. The Congress
- candidate will certainly not
_.get the 1,815 vote majority
he got last time from this

- panchayat. It is the same
story in the other pancha-
" yats except two.

" The main reé.son for this

shift is the Agrarian Rela-'

‘tions Bill of the Communist

Government. The- people of -

Alwaye town will, ‘besides,
-always- be grateful to the
Communist Ministry for pro-
viding protected water sup
ply to the town. -
- Just now the congress can-
didate is not talking so much
about the Andhra rice deal.
His appeal to the electorate is
that he, a big rice dealer not
so long.ago, is a poor man
and a friend of the poor while
the Communist candidate is a
very rich person. But that is
not likely to bring him votes
either.

- The other four constituen-
cies which the Congress had
won in.the district were Ka-
rikore, Thodupuzha, Rama-
mangalam and Mnvattupn-
zha. In the Muvattupuzha
constituency, the shift away

from the Congress was seen..

even before the Communist
Ministry was -dismissed when

the Communist Party won a .

majority in the ; Muvattupu-
zha town municipality. In the
other. constituencies these
shifts are seen to some extent

or the other.

If the position has worsen-
ed for the Congress in the
seats it won last time, it is
just opposite for the Commu-

nist Party in the four consti-

tuencies won by Communist
candidates. There the ques-
tion is how to improve last
time’s margin.

- Kanayannoor constituency
was won by a Communist
c¢andidate ' T. K. Ramakrish-
nan with a majority of 3,786
votes. and a PSP candidate
had . polled 3,955 votes. This
time T. K. Ramakrishnan is
facing the General Secretary
of the SNDP, K. R. Narayanan
who has shifted to Kanayan-
noor finding the Vaikom cons-
tituency from where he won
last time too hot.

- After his first survey. K.
- R. Narayanan found that
with the Congress organisa-
tion alone he ‘had not the
. ghost of a chance. So he
began organising his elec-
* tion = committees - through
the branches of the SNDP.
Snch. 2 committee he orga-
nised in one area oyernight
became a committee of the
Communist candidate. )

In Venmala when Naraya-
nan arrived for the meeting
which he had called of pro-
minent Ezhavas, nobody was
present in the house except
the host. Neighbours were

.woken up. and with great

difficulty éleven people were

mobilised, and at the end of .

the meeting these eleven

_elected themselves into K. R.

Narayan'’s election committee.

The' Congress . candidate
tries to avoid all issues in the
election because he has some

very - inconvenient questions
In many places he .

to face.
has been asked by even his
SNDP followers -such ques-
tions. as why he had joined in
making a representation de-

-manding amendment to the

Agrarian Relations Bill, why
he first challenged | Mannath
Padmanabhan and then took
leave from the General Secre-
taryship of the SNDP to par-
ticipate ™ in the “liberation
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‘ed defeat in the Perumbavoor -

struggle,” why he went out of
the Assembly Chamber when
Clause 11 of the .Education
Act ‘was being discussed, ete.

:In one place Narayanan .

tried’ to joke about these
questions saying it was poli-
tics.
from a peasant: This elec- .
" tion is crucial for our lives, .
for our families and for our
future. - :

Once having' decided to
avoid all these issues, Nara~’
yanan has worked out his ap-
proach to the electorate in

what he thinks 15 a clever -

manner. To the Ezhavas he
would say, you know the Nairs

and Christians do not wart ' tituency, the Communist can-

me to win. To the Nairs and
Christians, his appeal is, you
know the-Ezhavas won't vote ,
for me and you have to, vote
to see that the: Congress wi
here!- - o
But all this specialised ap-
proach is not bringing the
Congress .candidate any divi- -
dends. In -fact, the Commu-
nist candidate is winning the
support of newer sections of -
the electorate. :

The PSP candidate héd last

time polled most of his votes -

in the -Edappalli - area. . Now
there is no-PSP here. The PSP
committee here has been dis- -
solved and .its workers, in-
cluding .the Seéretary are -
working for the Communist
candidate in the present cam.
paign. . ' -

Among the “many who

worked for the Congress: in
the past and are working ~

~ for. the Communist Party
now, two names need special’
mention—the President of .
the Communist Party’s elec- -
tion commiftee, K. Karuna-
kara Menon, a- wellknown
liferateur and M. P. Vasu-
devan Nair,” an important *

" leader .of the Youth Section
‘of the Congress and a mem-

" ber of the KPCC..

When Congress .campaign-
ers tried to raise the issue of.
the India-China border dis-
pute, Karunakara Menon in a
public speech. answered:. the
Communist Party is the party
of truth and peace. S
- Union ‘Deputy :Minister A.
M. ;Thomas,. inaugurating the
election . campaign in this

_ constituency - is reported to E
have said:. . The .election re- '

sults will decide whether the
soil here is good encugh- for
establishing a shipyard. - Ka-
nayannoor - . constituency is
getting ready to teach such
irresponsible Congress. Minis-
ters a lesson  they will not
easily. forget.. - - . B
" The Communist Party won
the Paravoor I
with a majority of 2,088 votes .
and a PSP’ candidate had-
polled 5,520-votes.: This time
it is a straight contest in this =
constituency—the Communist
candidate K. N. Sivan Pillai
who won last time and ‘the
Congress candidate, a former
President of the KPCC, K. A.
Damodara Menon, who suffer- -

constituency in 1957.

' Irrigation works, a new

Government Ayurvedic dis- .
pensary, a high school, ete.,

in the constituency have con-

vinced the people that for the

progress of the constituency

and the State, -a- Communist-
Government is the -only gua-
rantee, o - ’

" Sivan Pillai has won much

wider support this time. Trade -
union leader K. N. Gopala Pil-,
lai, who worked against him -
last time is: his election ‘com-
mittee President and a num-

e i

Hot came the- answer -

" the Communist Party was'In . -

constituency -

_Chellisseri ~ Ayyappan,: and

“Congreéss to think of winaig

. .
v
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ber of intellectuals,” lawyers,"
teachers, etc., who were with - * .
the Congress in' the past are
8Sivan Pillai’s .campaigners
now.. - . ... . .
The solid base: of the

Communist candidate’s ‘ele~ -

.ction campaign is the work- o

- ers of the FACT, the alumi~ - AV
nium and tile industry, the . - .
~toddy tappers, a big chunk L s

of the fishermen - and - the - - b
_tenant fariners. The slogan- :
."of the Communist activists.

is: where the Congress wom - .

©- votes last time, equalise;

-increase the votes.! -

In the Vadakkekiira: cons-

where we won ‘the majority, =~ -

didate who won last' time - N

_(with 5,541 voteés) ‘is facing ERE

the same Congress candidate

who was defeated .in a' strai-

ght contest. = .. 1
Here again, the new sup--

.port which the Communist .

Party- has mobilised is a .re-

sult of the benefits the cons-

tituency has received- when

office in the State. 'To men- . . o=
tion the biggest. instance, the -
Desam irrigation scheme for~ . . .*
which the peasants herg have :
waited for years and years.- -7

. The . fishermen ° whose
school was attacked during ~
.the . “liberation struggle,”
the toddy-tappers and coir
workers who have been -be- .
nefited by the cooperatives,

- the poor peasants and ten-: .
ant farmers who are await- -’
ing- the implementation of
Iand refofms are all - plan-. |
ning -how to increase the
Communist ‘majority. .- R

Per‘umb‘avoo‘r “is  another = - -
constituency where irrigation’
and other development works =~ - -,
executed under the Commu- : ’
nist Ministry will fetch more -
votes to increase the Commu- - .-
-nist majority, - T
For ten years under - the
Congress and PSP, this area
did not- get any. irrigation
sch‘eme’.‘ Eight years -ago:-a
canal was dug, but t_hereyvere
no pumps and.pipes. The Pea- °
sants had to wait for them til} - .
the’ Communist® Ministry. .
assumed office. A

. The Vallam lift irrigation
" scheme has converted the -~  °
single-crop land in the area

inte double-crop, and work . -

has already .begun on the .

Chellamattam and. Kurichi-.
~ lakkode 1ift irrigation sche- -.
mes. Fourteen minor: irriga-
tion schemes' have ' heen
sanctioned ‘for the aréa, the R
first NES Block. in Kupna- -~ -
thunadn taluk “was set.up. = ¢
by the Communist Ministry, - -~ - -
all the main roads were me- R
talled during the same pe- = - :© . - '
~ riod, the Vengur Gavern- R
. ment. Hospital .was establi- -

shed and work begun on a

junior technical- school.

A Congress Municipal Coun- : .
cillor of Perumbavoor- town . -7
and Mandal -/Congress Com- . ' '
mittee Secretary R. Rama- -
krishna Pillai,. 3 member- of
the Mazhuvannor- Panchayat'

many others are no longer

working for the Congress but

are tirelessly striving to en- - Ve
sure.the victory of the Com-

munist ‘candidate, P. Govinda

Pillai. E o L

. Voters'I have met in this .
constituency have  asked me

as they have in many: other . - -
Places: isn't it foolish for the -

a constituency like this'Which.
has benefited = so mueh .from
Communist rule2.- - - - -
et (January 1%
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N January 24 E. A. Fur-
A tse\Ira addressed the All-
India Women's Conference
~which ‘was’in session at Mad-
ras. T

~In her speech, of which we
_ ﬁive’ some extracts below, she

welt exhaustively on . the
great advance made by Soviet
education and the proud posi-
tion of Soviet women. Speak-
ing on education she said:
A1l children of school-going
" age are studying in the Soviet
Union, with “education being
" compulsory and - given at the
" expense of the State. There are
‘over 215,000 primary and high
schools in our country at pre-
gent in which more than 31 mil-
* lion pupils study. .

-As you evidently know, the

Soviet Union is a country of

' many nationalities and because -

of that the education of
children is given in their mo-’
ther tongue. The. study of other

- languages, including Russian, is

decided according to the, desire
of the parents. !
‘-All school education in our
" ‘ountry is directed by State or-
ganizations and is imparted ac-
cording to .a uniform pro-
gramme. The programme _pro-=
- vides for giving the . children
the same volume of knowledge
~ in all subjects in all the schools,
-the national peculiarities of each
Union Republic being talkeen into
. account. : .
Our Soviet school gives the
pupils a high-standard of know-"
ledge but in view of the new
tasks which we have set before.

ourselves in the. field ~ of the

further development of indus-

try, agriculture, “seience  and .

culture in our countuy a veform
in high school education has
‘ become necessary. ’
" The essence of this reform
"{g, in brief, this: during
. the period of their education
_the. children should, apart
from getting general educa-
“#Hon, aecquire practical know-
.ledge which would help them
-start their active life better
prepared. The very ai@ - of
" the reform 1is to bring high
- school closer to life, to the
“industrial and - agricultural
production. ... .
A similar reform ~is being
carried out at_present in our

higher educational institutions.
The students are given train-
ing—serious -'and  systematic
* training directly at the plants,
_factories, in the mines, collective
farms, etc.
~: The implementation of the
reorganisation of the system of
secondary and higher education,
bringing it closer to life, will
create conditions for a- still bet-.
ter and more harmonious edu-
cation of the growing generation
of our country. :
I would like to stress that in

addition to all this, great atten- .
. tion is paid in our schools to the

.problems of the aesthetic edu-
cation of the children, to their
systematic acquaintance  with
the works of literature, music,
painting, sculpture, ete.
- Permit me to dwell in brief
on another important problem
of education. In recent years a
broad network "~ of = boarding
schools has been established and
is being successfully developed.
The children live permanently
in these schools and  are fully
‘maintained at the expense of
the State. - '

Over 430,000 pupils are study-
ing at such schools at present
while by the end of the Seven-
Year Plan, that is in 1965, the
‘number of pupils at boarding
schools will amount to no less
than 2,500,000. j

These schools admit first - of
all the children of mothers who
have many children and of sin-
gle mothers. The creation of
such schools-is of great help to
our women workers and pea-
sants in the education -of their
children. ) '

Fifty million people, ie.,
-nearly a quartér of the popu~
lation of the country now re-
ceive -education ‘and perfect
their qualifications in’ schools
of different kinds, in the sys-
tem of evening, correspond-
ence and other courses, in
technical schools and univer-
sities. ' . o
In the past year of 1959 there

were 18 persons with univer-
sity education and 263 with
secondary education per every
thousand of .the population.”
In the Central Asian Soviet

Republics such-as Uzbekistan, B

Kirghizia, Tajikistan, Turkme<
nia, as 'well as in Kazakhstan
where in the past: the popula~

.

1

cent man can. tolerate, come
- what may. . '

. The people. of West Bengal

ailt! no doubt again - show

. ‘their mettle in “defence of -

their fundamental rights and
basic tenets of a civilised life.
But this, by no means, is ¢
‘cause or a battle which is
- theirs alone. This is an issue
iphich affects all India — @
threat against which all India
must simultaneously fioht.
After this Bill bécomes law in

" West Bengal today; what is the

guarantee similar measures will
: not follow.in other States to-
morrow? On the contrary, there
s every reason to believe-that
this is only a beginning™of an
all India plan, o
" Besides, the fighting workers,
peasants and employees in every
State know only ‘too well how
meetings and demonstrations in
West: Bengal, especially in Cal-
_cutta, have - strengthened their
- demands and struggles, brought
support and solidafity to their
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cause and at times touched off
big all India movements. These
are ‘also the considerations why

" the Congress rulers - have em-

barked = on this adventure in
West Bengal, reportedly in con-
sultation with the Central Gov-
ernment. - :
They want to strike a blow
against - a, powerful base of"
India’s contemporary democratic
movement, and prepare the
ground - for similar direct as-
saults_in other Statks. The de-
fence. of this base as indeed the
fundamental rights and larger
cause of democracy involved is
clearly:the common task of all.
It is now for the democratic
movements in every State to re-
gister its profest in a powerful
and befitting manner before it
is too late. Let such protest be
véiced here and nqw all over
India by every patriotic organi-
sation and from every forum -
that believes in fundamental
rights and democratic ‘norms.
The West Bengal Government
must be forced to withdraw this
Black Bill, e ..

tion was almost completely illi-
‘terate there are from ten to

thirteen persons with university

education. and from 214 to 256
with secondary education per
thousand. of the population...
The  wonderful changes
which have taken place in our
country during the existence of
Soyiet power can be ~ clearly
seen from the example of the
position of Soviet women -and
_their role in the public and
cultural life of the state....
The participation of Soviet
women in state administration,

in the public and political life .

of our country is proved by the
fact that 366 women, or 26.4
rer cent of all the members,
were elected to the. Supreme
Soviet of the USSR (the Soviet
Parliament). 1,718 women were
elected members of the Sup-
reme Soviets of the Union Re-
publics of the USSR and over

- 680,000 women, or 38 per cent,
- to the local Soviets.

At present women comprise
46 ‘per cent.of all the workers
and employees engéged in the
.national economy of the USSR.
There are particularly - many

women in - the public health

system, that is 85 per cent of

‘those working in that field. In -

the field of education women
make 67 per cent and, lastly,
in industry 45 per cent, .

Great Role Of
Soviet Women

. It is- impossible to think now
of our industry, agriculture,
science of public life without
the active participation of
womens According to the latest
census 1,845,000 women of the
USSR have university . educa-
tion and over-29 million women
received uncompleted university
or secondary education. Women
constitute 49 per cent of wuni-
versity graduates and ‘53 per
cent of those with secondary
education. -

Soviet women are on an
equal footing with - men.

There are more women spe-

cialists than specialists among

men. You will be interested
to know that at present we
have 233 thousand. women

engineers and almost 300

thousand - women  doctors.

-There are 1,283,000 women

teachers and _ among them

over 100,000 headmistresses

of schools. . ’ :
. Among Soviet women you
may meet talented writers, art-
ists, composers, architects, law-
yers and judges. We have over
110 thousand women scientific’
workers including -over 700
women academicians and prof-
essors. ‘Among the professors
and teachers of Moscow Univer-

- sity alone there are over a thou-,

sand women. :

Mothers enjoy great respect
and esteem of the Soviet peo-
ple. In our country women are

prohibited from doing heavy. -

and harmful work, it is -prohi-
bited to employ expectant mo-
thers at overtime and night
work or to send them on, busi-
ness trips. Women are granted
112 days of maternity leave, 58
days before. confinement and

.58 after. This leave is given in

addition to the regular annual

-leave and is certainly paid.

Considerable benefits  for
women are.also provided for in
the law on State pensions. The
retirement age and the term of
service which entitle a woman
to a pension are lower - than
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those establisheﬂ for men.
The Soviet State is determin?

ed to continue to engage wo-
man in industry and agriculture
and to provide her with all the
necessary conditions for un-
disturbed creative labour,  the
upbringing of children and for
helping her in her daily care
for the home and family....
Our legislation ensures full
equality of women with men
not only in all spheres of social
and economic life but in the

family life as well. The pro-

perty relations between the

husband and the wife are based .
on full equality. The property"

gcqﬁired by the married gouple
is their common property, and

the parental rights and obliga- - -

tions of both parents are abso-
lutely equal. !

My dear friends! I have told
you all this not to boast of the

achievements and successes of.

which we, Soviet people, are
really proud apd which evoke

the admiration of all ‘honest.

pe_ople on the globe.

1 have told you all this, first
of all; for the purpose of enabl-
ing you to properly evaluate the

peaceful character of the Soviet:

.Government’s policy, the peace-
ful nature of our’ economic de-
velopment. .

" The Soviet State has always
actively espotised the peaceful
coexistence of  states with
sdcial systems. This
policy -of the: USSR Govern-
ment meets with the whole-
hearted support of the entire
people. This is their own policy.

Women make up half of the
population of the earth. They

_are @ powerful force. If they

all rally under the banner of

peaée, help the mnations to.

close their ranks and display
unity in the struggle for
peace, there will be no war,
I am confident that the wo-
men of India, same as we, So-
viet-people, sincerely rejoice at
the thaw which is discernible in
international - relations and
which was to a considerable ex-
tent promoted by the visit of
N..S. Khrushchov to the United
States- of America and his ad-

‘dress to the United Nations in

which he -proposed on behalf of
the Soviet Government: the
great plan of general and com-
plete disarmament.

The noble and humane ideas
of general and complete -dis-
armament and the principles of
peaceful co-existence are gain-
ing ever more solid ground in
all countries. Not so long ago,

_certain  circles in the West

would not hear of a summit
meeting. Now a meeting of the
heads of government of. the
great powers is a settled ques-
tion. And we are preparing for
it. :
' 'We believe that cur peace-
ful endeavours aimed at the
achievement of fruitful re-

sults at the summit confer- .
ence will receive the support

of the peace-loving nations.’
Friends! Soviet people enter-
taint profound respect - for the

courageous peoplé of India who -

suffered 50 much in the past
and who fought so heroically
for their freedom and indepen-
dence, for justice'and a bétter
life. - , ‘
The women of the Soviet
Union warmly sympathise with

"‘the women of India who have

always marched ' shoulder .to
shoulder with their fathers,

‘husbands and brothers in the

strugele for the . freedom of

their motherland and national
I recall the words devoted to
e Indian -women by your
highly esteemed: Prime Minister
Mr. Nehru in his book. The Dis-
covery of India. He writes that
in the early thirties when many
active fighters for India’s na-
tional independence were jailed,
Indian women took their place
in the ranks  of fighters' for
freedom. Mr. Nehru wrote that

their courage and valour were-

striking ‘but even more striking
was the strong organization
which they displayed. -

An even. higher level of .or- .

ganization, greater determina-
tion in achieving their aim, can
be displayed by the women of
India in our day, under condi-
tions of the independent _exis-
tence of their State.

. My dear friends! We want

to know you better. We also
want you to know our coun-
try better. :If only words
could exrpress and convey 10
you the most heartfelt feel-

ings .and the friendly - senti-

ments entertained by our So-
.. vlet people for the peoples of
India, and how ardently they

wish all of you every stccess.

in building up e new Indlig.
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Congress in the Parliamentary

sphere as. a “Himalayan -blun-
der.” As Cajee would not com-
ply with this demand, he was
suspended from the - General
Secretaryship of the party and
support to his candidature for
the by-election was also with~
drawn. )

Thus a headon clash between -

the partners was avoided for the
Assembly seat. The contest,
however, could not be avoided
for the district council seat for
which the official nominee of the
EITU fought against an “unoffi=
cial” nominee of the Congress,
who won the seat.. '
Cajeé, however, fought the
election and not a few of the
Khasi. EITU leaders wor-
ked jor him. Significantly
enough his main election slo-
gan was the demand for a
Hills State which was not
- only initiated but is even now
- upheld officially by the EITU.
The Congress won the seat by
defeating Cajee as well as ano-
ther independent candidate, but

the by-election has exposed both

the partners—the Copgress and

the EITU—to a serious threat of '

internal dissension, with the

- possibility of a wider’ cleavage
‘and- factional rivalry. There -
‘seems to be no reason to think

that either party is invulnerable
against this danger. Questions

are asked in responsible quar-.
" ters as to how long this oppor-

tunism will continue.
The Catholic church which is

the mainstay of the Congress in °
“Kerala in their crusade against

the Communist -Party and its
allies gave them - not a little
trouble at Cherrapunji. _After

‘Mass, the Catholic priests ex=
horted ‘the congregation to vote

for Cajee, who is a Catholie.’

. The priests are reported to
have told the faithful that the
Congress was preaching fami-

ly planning so that the Khast .

people would not grow. while
the Udkhars (the non-Khasis)

. would outnumber and over- =

whelm them.

This use of the pulpit for the -
‘mundane purpose of a political

campaign unnerved the.. local
Congress leaders. Some of them
confessed privately that their

. party’s alliance with the Catho- .

lic church in Kerala was not
prudent .and agreed that séme
curb on the political  activities
of the church and other religi-
ous bodies should be imposed. -
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reform.

F ROM Trivandrum to Can-

nanore back to Ernskulam,
rural humanity has donned the
appearance -of crusaders.on the
march, Men and women, boys
and girls, the old as well as the
young, are all marching every

7 evening with the slogan that

the anti-people unity of the
Congress, PSP and the Muslim
League must be defeated.

My overwhelming impression

is that if public opinion on-the*
_main political issues is taken as
_the criterion for an assessment

of the situation, the triple aili-,

ance may be regarded as having -
almost lost the battle.

1t has
been noticed that in Quilon,
ndrum and; Alleppey—
where the notorious Vimochana

Samaram was the most viru-
lent, even many of them" be-
- longing to the Nair gentry are
"unable to justify Central inter-
.vention and the imposition of

President’s rule. .

The unity of the Congress and
the P.S.P. with the Muslim Lea-
gue has put these parties -en-
tirely on the defensive and the
mass base of the Congress and

" the.P.SP. is now qracking in

geveral areas. -

- The Muslim League {5 using -
its traditional weapon well-
preserved in its arsenal—the

ery of “Islam -in danger” in
case the Communists -wi?t. 'I'he
Leagie .aspires to revive ite
self on an all-Indie scale now
by tying its boat to the Con~
- gress ship and it is an amus-

ing scene in Kerala to see the

Congress and the PSP flags
tied together with - the green
.crescent of the Muslim Lea-

gue.

After, at least, 40 years of
opposition to that symbol of
communal heritage, . the Cong-
ress embraces- it in spite of all
its professions of’ secularism. It
is still more interesting to see
that how Indira Gandhi, Suche-

. ta Kripalani; Sanjeeva Reddy .
and Asoka Mehta speaking in
mass meetings with the Muslim

League flag flying above the.m,
1t is truly said that.‘adversity

.makes strange bed-fellows.’

In this respect, it is of equal
significance that Nehru’s party
is seeking an -asylum inside the
Catholic churches.

The church dignitaries

lic peasants making them swear
by God and- the -Bible to vote
for the heaven’s chosen anti-
Communist front.
the peasants against provoking
God’s wrath . by voting the
Communist Party and the in-

. dependents supported . by -it.

One who votes-for them, they
say. is sure to_go to hell after
death.

It does not ‘matter if such
an election propaganda is re-
actionary, the PSP has no

_ other alternative but to hold
“on to the cross, it does mot
‘matter- even if it s illegal
. ‘and unconstitutional, the Con~-
gress in Kerala is compelled
to kiss the Koran and,6 the
PRible in order to bring about

an electoral defeat _of the -

Commaunist Party. :

They can’ afford to do it even -

in a secular democracy because
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are
" busy securing oaths from Catho-

They warn-

During the last two weeks, I had the opportunity -to-
go round the whole. of Kerala and what I have witnessed:
is an extraordinary awakening of the rural poor.in Kerald’s
countryside. The election has rightly been taken 4p by the

- _working peasants, agricultural” labourers and . industrial
workers as @ weapon to achieve the major aims .of land

‘they have the money to bribe

the press for a propaganda that-
it . is the Communist Party
which is disloyal to the coun-
try, to the constitution and
democracy. :

The Muslim League, the Nair '

Service . Sdciety, the .Catholic
clergy and all that .is back=
ward in Indian sociefy = is the

‘only platform that now strives

with- politicians donning khadi
uniform, - while - Nehru still re-
peats his slogans against cas-
teism, communalism and religi-
ous revivalism! . .

‘The Congress and the PSP

‘are trying in vain to pose as if

the Agrarian Relation Bill is
not an issu€ in this
How can they corceal the fact
that the central cabinet has ad-
vised the President to postpone
his assent to the Bill and that
reason for this postponement is

-their desire to-modify the bill

after the General Election, in
favour of the landlords, provid-

ed the triple alliance gets . the:

chance? :

And it is precisely on de-
count of this Land Reform
Bill that the poor . peasants
and agricultural workers
throughout Kerala have been
so roused as never before. On

district, on January 12 in dis-
. trict of Quilon and on January
20 in the Nileswar constitu-
ency, Cannanore district, I

have seen how thousands of

mothers carrying their child-
ren in their g¢rms had been
marching together with thou-
sands of men. .
They come from the families
of poor peasants and - agricul-
tural workers and all of them
‘were not Ezhavas. . Christians,
Nairs and Muslims - marched
side by side with slogans heral-
ding the dawn of a progressive
epoch with Red Flags shining

like the rising sun over the
_Arabian Sea. ) .

But if it is mainly the
Ezhava community which has
been roused as a whole, it is

because that is the most op-.

pressed community and the
overwhelming - majority of
them are poor peasants and
agricultural workers. Twenty-
eight months of the Commu-
‘nist-led Ministry and -parti-
cularly ‘the ‘Agrarian Relation
‘Bill have made them suddenly
aware of their strength ° be-
cause their commanal isola-
tion is ‘broken now that their
class brothers in other com-
munities stand shoulder  to
shoulder with them. : .

What does the Agrarian Rela-"

tions - Bill provide for them? It
provides, in the main,- three
things: firstly, every. tiller of
the soil gets an opportunity, for
the first time in Kerala’s history
"to become the owner of the plot
.he cultivates. Secondly, the im-
position of a ceiling without
the ‘loopholes so. characteristic
of the land reform bills passed
or introduced in 13 other States

under - the Congress ministries *
creates a real chance for the

distribution -of surplus - .land
without .any threat of eviction
through- the backdoor. Thirdly,
_substantial reduction . of rent

\

election. .

January 10 - in the Alleppey. .

was a: source of happiness for
all peasant families so long cry-.
ing to get rid of the  unusual
rent ‘burden. :

- Just because the facts cannot
be denied that both in the dis-
tricts of Trichur and Palghat,

" the urban middle class, belong-

ing mostly to the Nair commu-
nity, is urged to support the
triple alliance as the only way

.to save their small holdings

which will be “confiscated”
under the Communist regime,
In. many constituencies in
several districts Nair gentle-
men who had taken part in
- the Vimochang Samaram and
also had served tmprisonment
.have now .joined the local
- election committees set up
under the. initiative. ‘of the
Commaunist Party. People’s
election committees. set up
throughout Kerala i3 an uni-
que united front organisation
-that has emierged in Kerala.
In contrast to the reactionary

top -unity of the Congress-PSP- .

Muslim League, the people’s
election committees strive bril-
liantly-as the united front from
below. This cannot but produce.
attraction for those Nair fami-

_lies. whose "democratic - aspira-

tions have not been overpower-
-ed by narrow property instincts.’

‘Six months back, I -had an
opportunity to assess the mass
mind in. Kerala, when Central
.intervention was yet to come
and the Vimochana Samaram

was in progress in full force. -

At that time, I had seen, both’
the violent actions of the Vimo-’
chana ¥ront and the mass de-
monstration of the people in
support of the Government led

by the Communist Party. Even - -

at that time, I witnessed much
more vigor in.the mass demon-

stration supporting the Govern- -

ment than in the “stormtroop-
ers” led by the anti-Communist
front. ) o
But now a great shift is easi-
ly noticeable. If one is to assess
the situation from an observa-
tion of the meetings, rallies and
demonstrations, the shift  noti-
ced is very prominent and spec-:
tacular. - The rallies and de-:
monstrations .held under - the
auspices. of the triple alliancé
are dull affairs compared to the
vigour manifest in ~the rallies
and demonstrations held in sup-

port of the joint front of .the .

Communists and non-party in-’
dependents. - - o o
Not. only that, the former
today are .far less vigorous
than what "they were in the

" Vimochana Samarém days. It

*_was expected by the  Triple

Alliance that after the Ban-
galore session.of the Congress
is over, the leaders’ tour will
palvanise their forces. But the
situation bears no sign of
change as yet (22 January).
* If in course of the next seven
days, there is mno spectacular
change, the anti-Communist
front may have reasons to be
panicky. . . :
The Congress election bos-
ses are past masters in the
art of purchasing votes, but
here in Kerala, they -cannot
rely on the bona fides of the:
sellers, so they ofer money
in exchange. for their absten-
tention from the polling
booth. It is unddubtedly a
tempting offer to famished

unemplogjed families. Even, if
the weapon fails, there .dre

still ‘other things in their + .

‘arsenal. .

The goonda gangs are being™
‘kept ready to use Vimochana
Samaram methods. Top-rank-

B

ing leaders of the anti-Commu- . *

nist” front have been heard to -
say in mass meetings, that it is
-‘the -people

who . "pulled = the
Communist government down ™
and so it is the people who will .
now bury the Communist-Party
in the sands. The hint-is clear .

. and understandable. -

“The anti-démocratic interests.
in XKerala .are = gasping for
breath; naturally,, the Congress
cannot remain_stuck up in the -
Gandhian moorings even for-

nor the Muslim League posses- -
ses any distaste. for violence. - .
. Buf, at the same time, the -
most powerful democratic.” in-

stinct © of - Kerala's -
working people has = been set -

into motion. How far'it will he _
. able to overcome all the obsta-
“cles is unpredictablé;- but the- -

constructive - genius that has

- grown in Kerala’s rural huma-

nity is a great asset for all lov-
ers of freedom and democracy.
“That is a positive check against -
any violent anti-social methods.
It can,. therefore, - be hoped -
that the vested interests

‘cannot. do whatever they like,’ '

meanwhile let the readers await
the results of the General Elec-
tion in"suspense. They. can, of
course, be assured- - that - the

. working people in Kerala -are

. mally, while- neither the PSP.. ’

determined to win and it will ©

do its utmost under - the Red -.
.Elag.__ . . L,

T O all its existing military

* pacts and- blocs the Unit-
ed States has now added one
more. Like all the existing
ones, this too. has a soothin
and beautiful name. It is call-
ed the US-Japan “Mutual
Cooperation and  Security
%ea}tly." It was initialled l;n
‘Washington on January 19
Christian Hert:Lr :rnyd thg
Japanese Premier Nobusuke.
Kishi. :

Like. all the existing so-
called defence arrangements
sponsored by the USA this too
is an out-and-out aggressive
war pact which intensifies in-
ternational tension and'creates
a situation fraught with highly
explosive possibilities.

The first curious thing about
‘this arrangement is its timing
and that only shows the hollow-

ness of the U.S. Government's

protestations  of
about the quest ‘for peace. No
official or unofficial defender
of U.S. policy can dare claim
that the signing of this so-
called’ Security Treaty = at the

" earnestness

“present turning point in human

history helps in the least the
process of relaxation of inter-
national tensions.

_, On the pery contrary, it
ted step by the U.S. admini-
stration that seeks to notify
the world that it cares two

hoots for the talk .about re--

laxation and prefers. to go
“merrily along its old familiar

. path. - o
© The other point to be. taken
" note of is the fact that the U.S.
has persisted in-and pressed. to

NEW AGE

appears to‘be a cool caleula-

Us. MILTARY PACT

consummation : this treaty in
face of a tremendous opposition
of the Jdpanese people. . The
magnitude and the intensity and
the depth of this fifteen month
long Opposiﬁon is something the
like of which has never hap-
pened in Japan before. A peo-
ple held in‘subjugation for cen-
turies by feudalism &nd milita-

“rism, and lately by foreign -

occupation, tose in wave after
wave of upsurge to oppose -the
negotiation and the eventual
signing of this treaty. )
It was the biggest upsurge of
democracy that Japan  has
known in all her history. ’
And apgainst . massive . and
sustained opposition of the peo-
ple to this Treaty who - have
been its sponsors? True, - they
constitute the Government
the day. in that ‘country. But,

for one, the very existence of -

this Government ' is. due to
the occupation of Japan by the

same U.S. which is today foist- *~

ing this military treaty on her

and secondly the .Government -
than -
-known co-criminals of General

is headed by none else

Tojo, Fascist Japan’s war-time
Premier who was latér hanged’
for his war crimes.
Anyone who wants .demo-
cracy. to thrive and take root
in Japen would shudder and,
recoil from both opposing the
democratic upsurge and join~
ing hands .with branded emne-
mies of democracy dgainst
that upsurge. :
Not so the U.S. Government.
For them again it is a case of
treading the _familiar . path—

bolstering national traitors and -

hangmen of the people <, like
.Chiang ~ Kaishek, Syngman
Rhee, Franco, Trujillo et al. ~

of-

. Fellow Asians can well un- .

“derstand’ the feelings and: ap-
prehensions’ of the “ Japanese

people. They have been the only -

victims " history ' has - so far.

peaceful ;. .

.known of. nuclear bombing. The - :

two atom bembs dropped . by

USA on -Hiroshima and, Naga-.

- saki on}orders of the then-Pre-

sident Truman were totally un-
necessary from .the -point of.
securing thé military defeat of
Japan. They were dropped sim-’
ply to strike terror in* Asian

hearts and to overawe the So-‘-

viet Union with USA’s militaty. -
might. Tens of thousands of

were made victims of a horri-

-ble and , sometimes.’ lingering

death only thanks to that vile .
design of US rulers. { = )

..Once again tize:sameiﬁorfi; o

ble prospect ‘of being . made
guinea-pigs for the ever-.

_plain_innocent Japanese people -

elusive glory of the very same. -

tested - “benefactors” .
. “wellwishers” of the Japa-
nese people has opened before
them as a result of this “mu~ .
“tual security” treaty. .

The Japanese people are na-
turally indignant and’' furious. .
They are preparing a hot recep-

tion for Kishi when he returns. -
and they aré determined not to .

put up with this light-hearted-
game of playing with the lives
of their present and future ge-
nerations. - The ratification of

".the, treaty signed in’ Washing-
" ton, the fate of Kishi and his =

Cabinet—everything is in " ba-.
Tance: Despite all their mano-.
euvres, néither Kishi nor his -
overloards are sure of what the
future holds. - T

z

and. -
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ANDHRA TRADE UNIONS

PROTEST

The General Councll ‘of the

Andhra Pradesh

- rade Union Congress has, in its ‘meeting at Nellore.

on December 27-30, 1959,

decided to organise profest

demonstrations on January 31, 1960 against the anti-
" labour policies and practlces of the Andhra Pradesh

. Government.
W HY is it that a hundred
- unions and- & hundred
“thousand members organised
under. the banner of the All--
India Trade Union Congress
in the State of Andhra Pra-
desh ‘have decided to go out
on the streets on January 31?
_What are these. policies and

. practices that they are pro-

testing against?

. The Andhra Pradesh Gov-

) amment is a party to the Tri-

te ILabour = Conference
recommendations of 1957 and
1958 where. a Code,of Disci-.
pline was evolved. It was ac-
.. cording to this code that the
employers were called upon to
recognise ‘the union which
commanded the majority of
verified membership

State Govt.
Impervious™ -
In spite of repeated requests

- and representations, the State -°
Government themselves have :

so far not recognised the in-
dependent Andhra Provincial
Electricity Employees’ - Union
(confined to ex-Andhra areas
of - Andhra Pradesh) and the
AITUC-affiliated Andhra Pra-
desh “Highways Employees’
. Union, the Andhra Provincial
PWD Workers' Union/ the An-
- dhra Provincial Hospital Em-
ployees’ Union and the An-
dhra- Provincial Municipal
and Local Bodies - Employees’
- Unjon. -

When such is the attitude
of the - Government in the
matter of recognition of uni-
‘ons, if-should be anybody’'s
guess as- to the situation ob-

#aining in the private sector.
r,'.l'l.-ie_w,' do not stop at mot
- . recoghising majority unions.-

They go a_step further. The

Ministers directly interfere
_ in the trade union field and
. encourage dlSmpthe a,ctivr-

ties. . . .-

In the Andhra Pradesh
Road Transport . ~Corporation

- —a public sector undertaking

—there is already a recogni-
sed trade union functioning
-and enjoying the confidence of
"the overwhelming majority of
' workers. However, Sanjeeva
(who held the trans-
_port portfolio before he be-
came President of the Con-
‘gress) directly attended the
INTUC scab union meetings
- and encouraged them.

_The Finance ' Minister at-
tended -the meeting - of the
minority. INTUC union (ran-
ged -against the majority re-
cognised HMS- union) in the
Nizam Sugar Factory, another
public' sector undertaking.

.. The ministerial -encourage-
‘ment to the INTUC rival acti-
- vity in the public sector Sin-
gareni collieries against the
AITUC affiliated - Singareni

well-known. They are even
pressuring - the management
and thé conciliation ' machi-
nery to deal . with the rival
union which is in a hopeless
minority.

Does not the Code of Dis--

cipline ‘emphasise that Gov-
ernment and employers should
not -inferfere in the affairs of
the trade unions? . i
""But the power-mad Con-

gress Government of Andhra

Pradesh has thrown the Code
overboard - :
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Union is .

It was agreed at Tripartite:
meetings that - joint councils
of management shall be-tried
in at least 50 units. The repre-
sentatives of the Andhra Pra-
desh Government - were: &
party to this decision and
even promised te fry it in
certain selected undertakings.

‘However, ‘- they have con-
- veniently ignored this pro-
mise. For them -workers’:
. participation -means INTUC
participation. And unfortu--
- nately in no public: seetor

undertaking is the INTUC a
. majority union. That is

why this is shelved. -

- Bven according to 1958 veri-
fication the, membership of
the various - all India trade
union.organisaions in Andhra

_ Pradesh is as follows:

-° _ Membership
ATTUC—39 Unions—36,669
INTUC-—18 ” 4,645
HMS —8 -, 2,724

. The ATTUC membership is
five times more than the.
combined membership of the
INTUC and the HMS. s

How then is representation
given to. these organisations
in the various Committees?.

In the State Labour Advi-
sory Board there is parity of
representation to-2ll on the
basis of two representatives
of each of the three ' trade
union centres. -

‘Same 1s the case with the
State Minimum Wages Advi-
sory Board and the Imple-
mentation and Evaluation
Committee. . )

Out of the nine Minimum
Wages Committees appomt-.
ed to fix or revise the mini-
mum wages in stheduled
sweated industries the IN-
TUC has been given repre-
sentation on all the Com-
mittees whereas the AITUC
has representation only on
.three committees. The Al-
‘TUC has been completely
kept out of the State Advi-
sory Committee for Employ- .

‘ment Exchanges whereas
the INTUC has {wo repre-
sentatives on it and the
HMS one. .

Similarly the INTUC is re-*

_presented on all the District -
Employment’ Advisory Com-

mittees whereas = the AITU

has been kept oug of many

. The less said of the working
of the Labour Department in .
this State, the better. The
Labour Commissioner has
been charged at least five

- times since November 1, 1956

when Andhra Pradesh came
into existence. The Labour
Department is now under the
Home Secretary. There is no
"separate budget for the Lab-.
our  Department—it - forms
part of the “miscellaneous"
item.

The number of factories
and shops and establishments
inspectors is miserably . low
and they cannof cope up ‘with -
the work.

The 1957 Indian Labour
Conference recommendations .
éoncerning the need based
norms for fixing minimum
wages have not yet been even
circulated to the various wage -

‘- fixing = authorities despite a-.

decision to that effect in the
State Labour Advisoty Com-
mittee. '

Commencing

proceedings without a strike
notice is a.rare phenomenon
in Andhra Pradesh. It would
take at least six months be-
fore a case is referred to a
tribunal or labour court. OQut
of nine disputes raised by AI-
TUC unions only one regard-
ing retrenchment in. the An-
dhra Cement Co. has been re-
ferred to the tribunal. Eight
others have' - been refused &’
reference. S )

In the case of victimisation
-in a Hhotel in Hyderabad, the
union was informed after one
year -of conciliation = failure
that’ the issue was .not it
enough - for reference.. Incl- -
dentally -the owner of this
hotel is reported to have been
given handsome ‘financial
assistance by the Government
to construct a lodge.

About . a year &go names
were called for from the vari-
ous trade union centres for
constituting the Regional Ad-
visory Board under the Em-
ployees Provident Fund Act.
The Board Is yet to be formed.
The Regional Employee’s State

Insurance Board is also not’

yet formed.

It is more than six months’
now that the formation of the
Medical Board for Mica Work-
ers is under consideration of '
the Government.

The very first meetmg of -
the reconstituted State ‘Mini-
mum Wages Advisory Board
.decided to recommend to the
State Govemment to include-
nine industries - in the sche-
dule of the Minimum Wages

Act by a notification for the

purposes of fixing minimum
wages.
1958. But so far only one has
been notified as included in
the schedule.

It wasin 1953 that the then
Hyderabad Government ap-
pointed Wages Boards for
about 13 industries.

plemented, and in 1956 San-
jeeva Reddy promised on the
eve of the State’s reorganisa-
tion that in view of the wide
divergence of the various re-
-commendations the Hanu-

manth Rao Committee shall :

This was in August

THe re-.
commendations have not im- -
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be - ap]
“ consolidated report.

The recommendations of’
this Committee were modified
‘and published by the Govern-
‘ment; in August 1958. 30,000
gmployees . in Government'
undertakings (under the joint
- leadership .of - ATTUC and
HMS) formed a struggle com-
mittee and threatened to go
on strike from August 26, 1958
" against the Government de-.
cision., :

-On August 25 the Finance
Minister and {wo.other: cabi-
net Ministers signed & solemn.
agreement with the Struggle
Committee  accepting the
basic minimum pay of Rs. 26-
1-30 and promising to appoint
a special officer. to examine
the categorisation and submit
this report within two mon-
ths.

The strike - was averted.
But th.e officer was appoint-
ed only after three months.

. He took six months for sub-
mittmg his report, which
is still under cousideration
of the Government. B
The Government had agreed

that the wages of work char-
ged and nominal muster roll
empoyees. in Government un-
dertakihgs shall . be revised.
A yéar has passed. No revision
of the wages “of thousands of
these workers has taken place.
. Let us examine the indus-
trial  housing policy of the-

State Govt. The = follow-

ing 1s the progress of indus-
- trial housing in Andhra Pra-
desh up to September 30 1959.

Housm
Sanctioned
State Govemment 5771
Employers 417
Cooperatives
Total : 6188 )

It'is evident that the Gov-
ernment itself has not utili-
- ged the entire sanctioned
amount and has failed to
construct  the promised
- number of houses. The em-
ployers continue their strike
and the cooperatives have
not come up at all.

pojnted to present & -

quarters constructed in: Ado-
ni, Vijayawada, Rajahmungh-

ry, and Warangal town are

generally vacéant.. Only those
in Jawahar Nagar in Hydera-
bad are occupied.

Why so?  The amenities of-

water and light are not sup-

plited in many places. And the

rents are very high for the-
10w paid industrial workers to..

'live in them. Except in Hyde-

rabad they are also far away

from work places. .

Thé 1958 Housing Ministers”
Conference recommended that
the State-Government should
provide amenities like water
supply, electricity, -
drains etc., directy or through

local bodies Community faci- -

lities such as schools, hos-
pitals, play grounds, shopping
. centres should be provided to
make the quarters attractive
for residence.

Rents .were _to be reduced .

either’ by reducing munieipal .
taxes or by subsidismg the
rents from labour. welfare”
fund ‘or directly by the State
Government. The State -was

to provide transport without -

" profit to the employees where
the quarters were far away
from work places..

The State was to ‘acquire
-land, develop it and provide 1t '
to . employees or workers’ co-
operatives on a no' proﬁt no
loss basis for construction of
houses. .

The laws, rules and funb-
tioning of the cooperative
departments were to be sim-

_Assistance.
. {in lakhs)
Completed Sanctloned - Paid -
32 181.16 101.45
15¢ . - '10.21 2.54
3883  191..7 - 103.9
.plified. * o - .
However, the Andhra Pra-

desh Government .ignored. all
these recommendations.

It Is against this deplorable
state of affairs that the uni-
ons in Andhra ‘Pradesh have.
decided to mobilise: on Jan-
uary 31, 1960.

BIHAR NGOs WAIT ON CHIEF MINISTER

N’ Janur 22, ten thou-
Osan{I noz;ry tted officers
of Bihar marc
tion to wait upon the Chief
Minister to place before him -
their long standing grievances.

The Government . Servants
Conduct Rules forbade them
from holding any: demonstra- -
tions. The non-gazetted oﬂicers
(NGOs), therefore, had  to
march in a silent deputation—

not a slogan was raised—to wait
upon the Chief Minister. But

finding him absent, they held a
meeting before -his bungalow
and passed resolutions. reiterat-
‘ing their demands.

‘For the last few. yedfs the
non-gazetted - officers in Bihar

had! explored all avenues of re-'

dressing their . grievances con-
stitutionally. In 1957 the Patna
. Secretariat Ministerial Officers’
Association had submifted a
Memorandum to the Chief Mini-
nister demanding.. revision.of
scales of pay, grant of cost of
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ed in deputa-

and merger of cost of living al-

lowarice with the. basie pay.
Since then many representa-

tions were made. In 1959 alone

not less than twenty four letters .

were written by the Non-Gazet-
ted Officers -Association- and its
district and subdivisional bran--
ches. Demands Day was ¢bser-
.ved throughout the State on
Aptil 7, 1959 and agam on Octo-
ber 28, 1959.

'rhey accepted the promise
‘given by the Deputy Minister to
accept their demands within' .
sixty days of the publication of -
the = recommendations of ‘the
Central Pay Commission. They
decided, however,
direct action if this promise was
not strictly adhered to.

On December 1 the recom-
mendations of* the Central Pay.
Commission were published.
‘After waiting for more than a
month: for some indications of
the Government’s intentions the
N.G.O.’s' Association decided to
wait in mass deputation on’ the

conciliation living allowance at Central rateq Chief Mmister on January 22,

to resort to.

and on the distriet magistrates
and subdivisional officers ali
‘over the State, on January 29.

This had some effect on the
One day before '

‘Government.
the scheduled. mas$ deputation
in ' Patna, on January 21, the
Députy Finance Minister rece--
ived a representative deputation’
on behalf of the Association and
assured: them of the Govern-

ment’s Award latest by Febru-

ary 15. In'view of this catego-
" rical assurance, the President of
the Association has asked the
district” and subciwisxonal bran-
ches not to orgamse deputations
on the 29th.

non-gazetted officers dre that
their . salary should not be less-
“than a living wage and should
not be less than salaries in the
private sector; they should get
‘equal work and their, dearness
allowance at the ‘same rates.ag

the Ceéntral- Government em- .

ployeea

—A'i;' 'A:hrafi
| January 31, 1060.°

i

Even: the State Government

sewerage, -

The main demands of thel

R

“ ful economic

" iron and: steel plant set

3

. V ISITING on January % the rew steel c1ty of

:Bhilai, F. R. Kozlov made a thorough tour of the ..

up with' Soviet fraternal’ as-

*.sistance. "At "a’ mass meeting held in the evening the

First Deputy. Vice-Chairman of -the USSR Council of

.~ ‘Ministérs made an impressive speech from whlch we
- give some’ extracts below. ;

The ‘Bhilat Iron and.Steel
. Plant constructed by Indian

" " workers, engineers and té¢h-
© nileclans in friendly co-opera,

tion with the Soviet special-
15t3:is a symbol ‘of -unbreak-
able friendship between our
' peoples. We were’ gratified to -
see here  powerful .modern
‘ metallurgical equipmeént bear-
ing ‘the trade mark of Soviet
-~ plants. "This -equipment as-

sembled at your plant Is &~

graphic evidence-of the fruit-
. ‘ . co-operation
between the USSR and India.
_ Dear friends, the -construc- -
tion "of -an  iron- and -steel
plant is always  a very com-

plicated matter, and the more ~

s0 In. a country with such a
hot climate as in India. As a
metallurgical - engineer . I
understand  very well the

- difficulties which the bullders’

of the -Bhilai - plant had te
.surmount. You can rightfully,
be ‘proud of your success!

" 'The consfruction of seve-
ral metallurgical plants-ini-
tiated by the highly esteem- -
ed Prime Minister, Mr. Neh- -

ru, is a wise act of the In-.

_ dian.Government. It is well
_known that iron and steel
constitute, as it' were, the

" .backbone of the economy of
.. .any country. Without steel
and other metals it is impos-~
sible to build machinery,
railways, modern industrial

1 tions, to carry out

: rigation
-, mechanize agriculture,

Decisive S_tep

For Industrialization

The development of a
national iron dnd. steel in-
_dustry is a decisive step on
the road to the industrial-
‘ization’ of the .country. We

RN

projects and

-wishk you every succoss on .

- on this road

‘Among the exponents- of
.imperialism there are quite a .
few persons who ' claim that
industrial advangce Is the pri--
vilege of the more developed

capitalist' countries.  Histori- -

cal, economic, - political and
other “motives” are applied
to these- “theories” in order
to justify the economiec domi-

others. - . -

lmpenallsts’
False “'I‘heorles”

You are also aware-of - our
Soviet point of view. We have
‘always rejected and exposed
-such “theories,” and we be-
lieve that all ‘the countries
cdn and must have a déve-

loped industry, the very basis"

of a state’s independence.
- Now life itself proves that

all the formerly colonial and -

dependent countries after
winning political independ-
-ence have got broad possibili-
ties for developing their
national ndustry.- They have
the required natural re--
« sources, multi-million- popu-
lations and vast internal
‘markets for achievmg this
aim.,

The desire of these coun-
tries, India included, to deve-
lop their own industry is
understandable for the peo-
‘ple -of the-Soviet Union. Our
people inherited a very back-
ward economy  from tsarist
Russia. But they have imple-
mented within short - time-
limits a vast ' programme of

industrlalization of the coun--

try. . - . -
-It is indusfrialization
- that énabled the -Soviet
. Union" to develop into a

TRCHUR

" ency election commxttees nor
* the hundreds of workers in the

village and block committees in
-all the 12 villages have any
doubts as to the defeat of the
Congress here.

- .. The remaining two constitu-

encies in thé district are both
double-member—Chalakudi and
Wadakkanchery. In both  the
constituencies, the Commumst
Party had supported PSP can-
didates in the general seats. In
Chalakudi the PSP candidate
had won and a . Communist,
former Minister P. K. Chathan,
had kwon the. reserved seat,
while " from  Wadakkanchery
both the reserved .candidates
had been returned.

Both-in Calakudi and Wadak=-

-"kanchery this time PSP candi-
dates are contesting the genetal

seats and Congress -candidates
the reserved seats. The Com-
munist Party has-candidates in
all the four seats—C. Janarda-
nan and P. K. Chathan in:Cha-
lakudi and P. Narayanan Nair
and C. C. Ayyappan 1n Wadak-
kanchery :
In Chalakudi the Catholit
Church i3 an organised force
in the constituency but. the
. outcome of the election will
be decided by the -workers
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.and the Red Flag.

. the

B —From page 2

agncult'wral workers,
ts. and teachers, the
mzddle classes and the back-

- -ward communities who show-
ed their political conscious-
ness when they defeated Pa-
nampilly Govinda Menon in
1957. . .

" The working class centre of
Palappully estate. Vettilapara,
Peringalkoothuy, - Koratti, Am-.
balloor and Manali are in this_
constituency and ‘the history of
the constituency for the last 15
years is .the history of the
growth of the Communist Party_
—a growth with. which the
Communist candidate C. Janar- -
danan is intimately associated.
Wadakkanchery is different,
it has no organised working
class as in Chalakudi, but this -
arearhas also politically advan- :
ced very much. Many were the

“and

villages - in -this constituency

which had no Party  member

_ All that is gone now, the
Party has workers in every vil-
lage and they are working with
determination, that last.
time’s mistake of two reserved
candidates -winning should not

_be repeated and that the two

Cominunist. candidates - would
win.

nation of some countries over -

v

i
l .
‘1

technically and economical-
.1y advanced state with a
« powerful modern mdustry
advanced agriculture, with
high standards in science,
technology and culture.
During the 42.years of
Soviet power, out of which
about two decades were spent
in wars imposed on us and in
the . post-war- rehabilitation
of the national economy, the
industrial output has inecreas-
ed -in our country by more
than 40 times and the pro-

duction of engineering and
metal-working industries by
270 times.

Now ‘the Soviet Union is
maklng a rapid advance.
Things are very good with us.
Our people firmly believe that
in the next.few. years the
Soviet Union will ‘be leading
the world not only in the
volume .of industrial and
agricultural production  but
also in per capita output of

' major items of industfial

production. And this is not a
dream but a real programme
which is already being reali-
sed in the USSR....

. At present the Soviet Union
is. successfully cooperating
with many .countries-of Asia
and Africa in. building indus-
trial enterprises, power sta-
tions, means of transporta-

tion and in the development

of their agriculture:

Basis Of
Soviet Cooperation
. We render disinterested

‘assistance on the basis of full
equality.. Our Government - is

guided only by~ the sincere .
" desire to help in every possi-

ble way the peoples of under-
developed countries to achieve
economic independence and
improve the living standards
of their people _ as soon’ as
possible .

. We believe that the estab-
.lishment of business rela-
tions  and assistance in
development  must . not
- amount to . interference in
internal affairs and we
- consistently ' pursue this
policy.

The USSR does' not seek -
nrofits in foreign - - countries

since the very idea of making

profits at somebody else’s
expense.is alien to the nature
of our sociallst state. As is
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The second blast-furnace wa$ commissioned on °-December

27 brings the total d2ily output of pig iron at Bhilai to

'-over 2,000 tons. Photo show the two blast-furnaces at the ..

Bhlla! Iron and Stee] Plant.

known, even the repayment
of our favourable credits is -
made by the supply of gaods

which gre traditional items of °

export of the countries re-
ceiving Soviet credits. n
No Interference;
No Profit-Secking

We are not afraid that-the
countries, which

aid, having established
national” industries of their -
own, will become our com-

petitors in.the production of
goods which were not produc-
-ed in those. countries before.

In recent-years, for exam-
ple, -India. annually bought
about 300,060 tons of steel -
from the Soviet Union. Due
to the comstruction of the
Bhilai and ofther iron and.-
steel works ‘we  are = losing
this market. But we are not
sorry at all. On the contrary,
we are but gratified that
India will have her own steel.

And we shall. find worthy use: _

for our Soviet steel.

. In assisting foreign coun-
tries in the construction of
enterprises the Soviet -
Union considers it ifs most
important duty to contri-
bute to the training of local
national ‘specialists because
cadres are the most valu-
able pa.pltal of every nahon,
every. country.

Soviet specialists and skil-

led.workers do not hide their

knowledge - and know-how.
They willingly - share .them .
with. their foreign  colleagues
dlways treating them with
deep respect. - Among those
present here many workers
and specialists * underwent-
practical’ training at ‘our
plants: rollers—at the Azov-
stall, blast furnace workers—
at the Makeevka iron and

- steel plant, steel founders—

at the Zaporozhstal plant.

I think I shall bé right in-
saying that all of them can
confirm that Soviet 'people
‘Ywho taught them their trade
had no secréts from them-
that the Soviet specialists
treated them as their brothers
and friends.

May I dwell upon another
aspect of economic co-
operation of other countries
with the Soviet Union. We
have a3 socialist - planned -

economy which knows no

receive our -

L s

" crises. That. is. why our.

economic . relations. are
always of 'a stable mnature,
And this is very important.
According to the .datz of

the United Nations the reces- .

sion in the industry of capi-
talist countries in .1957-58 re-

"- sulted in losses for economi=

‘cally underdeveloped coun-~ .

" tries’ ex¢eeding two - billion .
dollars due to the fall of pri- .
.ces of raw materials on the -

world market.
Economic cooperation of the

-Soviet Union with many coun-
tries based on the principles-.

of equality is a; valuable con-
‘tribution ~ to " the . cause of

peaceful coexistence .between -

nations without ‘which there

can be no durable peace on

earth.
And a stable peace in its

turn- is’ the very necessary - -

premise withont which it is
unpossrble to "achieve real
economic Progress of under-
developed. countries, to
ensure the improvement of

the living standa.rds of
their peoples. - R
Therefore, - the struggle

for peace, for the preven-
-tion of a new war is the
-primary task of all the

nations of our planet mth-'

out exception R
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Q From Ramdass

o The suw of some of the districts already gwen has
. indicated shtfts in the Kerala electorate, but last week when
- I was in Cannanore and Kozhikode Districts, 1 came ‘across

shifts which would have been unbehevable had I not seen .

" them. for myself.

' K,_ASERGODE Taluk having

‘just. 15. Party members
State was
formed before the last general
elections, today has a member-
ship of 800. The Kisan - Sabha

which had hardly 500 members -

~has® 13,000 members today.
Thirteen trade unions affiliated

" .to the AITUC; only one union *

.maintains’its so-called inde-
pendence under ﬂthe Muslim
League leadership!
There. is one place,
in -Manjeswaram
where A.- K. Gopa]an secured
just two ‘votes in his Parlia-
mentary constituency and his
election agent for this place
had to be sent from Cannanore.
Today the election™
there has 150 members
In’ Kasergode constituency,
where the Party had no elec-
. tion orgamsation last time, it
-.has over 2,000 workers now.
- The Party’s pos1t10n has be-
come so strong-in these consti-
tuencies thatr the: Karnataka

Peredal

' Samiti which has also set” up

candidates here. dares not op-

“pose the Party. In theif cam-"
“* paigns, they say that they are
Communist -

not against *the
Party, that they are not against
the Land Bill, that they  are
contesting only to find out the
people’s verdict on whether

these - areas should be Jomed to .
~ Xarnataka.

constituency

committee .

In Udumabare in Hosdurg
constituency, where the Party
poiled 360 out of 4,000 votes
last time, there are 360 active
workers in the present cam-

paign. In Madikai where the .
PSP and League are a force,

40 PSPers resigned en - bloc

and are working far ‘the
. Party.

In both Kasergode and. Hos-

drug, tappers.of sweet toddy: for

making jaggery who owed alle-
giance to the PSP, en masse
are shifting their loyaltles to
the Communist Party.

To take a constituency which
the Communist Party won last
time, in Neeleswaram the Party

“has 13,000 workers active in its

campaign—38,000 - in. Neeles-
waram area, 4,000 in Payannoor-
and 1,600 in Talliparamba.

In Tellicherry, where every
effort is being made to defeat
the ex-Law Minister Krishna

Iyer, I was told more educated
Muslim youngmen are working .

for the Communist-supported
independent than for the Lea-
gue supported Congress canch-
date, =
In Kozhrkode District, there
have béen innumerable. resi-
~ gnations from the Congress
* and PSP and d similar shift
in Muslim masses. I can re-
count instances from consti-
 tueney after constituency but
" that will take too much space,

_efficiency

_anal Weapons Of Congress PSP- Leagye -Allzance

] campaign

s And as the polhng day. ap-
proaches, the Party’s = election
machinery is being perfected to
the last detail.

To take Cannanore sttrlct
again as’an example, the elec-
tion work here began with the
enumeration work and prepara-
tion-of voters’ list. S

Immediately the electlon date
_was announced, broad  block

and village election committees

were formed with 500-600
members in eagh.
- A little "later - were formed

‘station committees of 10 .and

15 members, their activity be- .

ing not political campaign but
planning out of bringing voters
to the poll and contacting vo-
ters resxdmg outside the consti-

tuency ete. Then. houses are-

‘divided and handed = over to
squads—roughly 10 houses or

. 50 voters to each squad. °
visited

These squads “have
houses in their charge, canyas-
sing - votes, educating _voters
how to vote;, ete.

There ‘is a district ‘women’s
committee which has-organised

- women’s committees at all le-

vels and squads and held special
women’s rallies. -

" Checking upon the work, of
these committees and squads is
being done by comrades who
are in charge - of zones into
which the polling stations have
been divided. -

_ The . Congress-PSP-League
alliance has seen this mass sup-

port behind the Communist

Party; it has already seen the-
of the Communist
election machinery. And that is
what has shaken ‘whatever con-
fidence the leaders of the alli-

ance had when they started the

made to attack them.

“from public

‘Behind all- the loud-mouthe;l
talk by  the Congress leadets
that the Communists will .not--
get éven & singlé seat, that they
will lose their deposxts in many,

* can ‘be-seen the panic in these

leadérs in many constituencies.
Desperate as they are, they are
indulging in practices which can
make: the election neither free
nor fair.

.Pamc In
Their Camp
Morarji Desai and S. K. Patil,
Dhebar and Sucheta ‘Kripalani
and many. other . leaders are
here” They no longer address
only mass rallies, Morarji is ad;
dressing street corner meetmgs
while Sucheta: Kripalani is go-
ing from house to" hduse’ and
whatever is happening in Ke-
rala—all fqul practices . of the
Congress-PSP-League  alliance
—can be directly laid’ at the
doors of these big guns of the

: Congress

I mentioned -elsewhere (see

front page — Ed.) an attack

on the demonstration in Gu-
ruvayoor. That = was only
one of the many that have
taken . place..- Cars in - which
Communist candidates -{ravel
have been stopped and attempts

“Terrorisation - of - voters
through such attacks is only,
“one .part of the ~Congress-
PSP-League alliance plans.
Other part is freezing .and

. .buying or removal of voters. -

It is a fact—whatever the
Congress leaders = might say
platforms—that
there are certain number of

Forelgn-Controlled Priesthood Destroys Voters Freedom

Of Choice

in Kerala

A memorandum signed by thousands of Catho-

“lics ha
ties C

one from here to the All India Civil Liber-
ncil. The document protests against the

. bllghtmc of civil liberties by the Catholic pnesthoodv

in Kerala.

i ‘The 1,600-word document
declares that the . Catholic

priesthood is “out to estab-.
lish a paralle_l Government in

" Kerala.™

-1 'Fhe memorandum is sup-
- ported by a collection of

" . ‘enclosures including docu-

ments -showing the use of
~the decrees of a foreign.

- State to:interfere in India’s

- internal party politics.

#

'ENGLISH TRANSLATION

215t January, 1960
r T
- To,
Pamkkasserl Francis

’ Dear Brother,

information that you. a
member of the Carmelite
Third Order of the Catho-

the success of the Commu-
‘nist” Party and its candi-
date’ in_ Ernakulam. You
know . that .it is prohibited

-3

l-d-%##-l-l--l-#-l-l--l-l--l-l-l-l-#ll"ll--!"l--!-lu!"!--lnl--l'-l--!"l-fll"lnll-l--l
HERE IS A TYPICAL CASE

THE Malayalam Press had published photostat of
& Jetters from church dignitaries threatening mem-
_bers of the flock voting for Communists

consequences Here is a typical example:

I “have . received rellable»

) " publicly from the Pulpit.
-lic Church is® working for - ' '

1--l'1-1-1-*##*1’*#*####**####1’###1’#fd-ll-#'l"i#i"l'

: 'I‘he memorandum
attention to the poisoning of
Catholic family life in Kerala
under the guise of the pries-
thood’s alleged anti-Commu-
nism. It asks the Council to

-note the use of the confes-

sional to destroy. the secrecy
of the ballot.

Says the document: “Re-
ports received by this Gene-
ral Council have shown con-

wrt_h dire

for any Catholic - to work
for the Communist Party -,
or its .candidates. There-
fore, unless, you inform
me before next Sunday.
(Jan. 24th, 1960) that you
have withdrawn from such
activities, you will be ex-
communicated from - the
Church and your excom-
munication. be . announced

Yours faithfuly,
(Sd) Father Bonaventure
‘0.CD

Du'ector of Third. Order

calls :

K3 l"l"l"l"!"!'il"ll-l"l"l"l-_-_!-'l-illi-'l-'I-'I-l-llii-lil'l"lfi-'l'i-d"l-#lll#

- clusively. that the priesthood

is exploiting .the sacréd- air
of the-confessional to extort
information on the nature of
a citizen’s voting.
that most of the victims of
this: practice are- women gives
us cause for added alarm.”

After explaining the use of
pastora.l letters prior to 1947
to condemn candidates of the
Congress party, the document
emphasises that the pries-
thood’s opposition 1s aimed
principally. at . the - Indian
Constitution and the coun-
-try’s secularism,

It indicts the priesthood
with trying to down-grade
catholiecs to- “the level of
“second-class citizens.” ~On

the basis of our supposed -

political sympathies, . we are
subjected to a regular. cam-
paign of witch-hunting by
the religious functionaries of
our Church, ‘the memorial

. declares. It states: “Spying on

private life, ostracism from
_our society, denial of the fun-
damental religious rites cheri-
shed by a Catholic like bap-

" tism of our children, marriage

within church, decent and ac-
cepted forms of burlal—all
these and more have been our

" due during the past months

of unprecedented activity on
the political plane.” -
. .The . memorial stresses
- the fact that even foreign-

born Bishops are involved -

- in the programme to Tes-
trict the use of .civil- liber-
ties by Indian -citizens. It

.- then peses the following

- problem for '

_especial . attention: “Is it

. justrflable for -foreigners . to
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. The fact’

the Council’s’

speak of ‘our couniry’ in
- relation” -to India and to
subscribe to a document
addressed to Indian citizens
and encroaching on the
internal’ politics of India.”
The fourth and final point

brought out in the memorial -

for the Council’s special con-
sideration relates to freedom

. of the press. *After describing

the various methods used by
the Kerala Catholic pries-

‘ thood to nullify, it, the memo-

randum asks: “How far Is-it
consistent with press free-

dom for - religious dignitaries -

to impose grave' penalties on
Catholics who -exercise their
right to read recognised and’
legal press material.”

The. memorial concludes
with statements stressing the

non-political  motive behind-

the - effort to sustain basie
civil. liberties. It declares:
“We speak as Catholics and
as citizens of India. We are
concerned not 5o ‘much with
political movements as in the
survival of principles vital
to Indian democracy.

“Qur Bishops are never
tired of saying that they
abide by the . Constitution.
In presenting this memo-
randum to you,
intention is ‘to . enlist the
" Council’s aid in seeing to

“ it tkat' this prapagiuda
claim ‘'is really adhered .to
in practice.”

Malayalam translation of
the memorandum has been

ciréulated jn numerous pari- -

shes in Kerala: where work-
ers undertook house-to-house
visits to  complete the signing
by voters. - .

our prime’ .

sure seats for. the Commumst ke
Party and the - Congress-PSP -
- League-alliance. Then there-are.

‘a number of marginal seats-with S
* petter. prospects for Commun-\’ '

-ists. 1t i§ in theése marginal seats -
that the anti-Commumst alli-

ance'is concentratmg its atten-,

tion and ‘it is here that one can

. see the: fight for every vater.
. For instance, if the Congress.

‘calculates that -a = Commuinist
candidate would win a particu-
cular seat with a majority of
1200 votes, attempt is to reduce
20 votes in every polling booth.

" These. vtoers are then- offered
' money, jobs, whatever can in-

fluence them to 'change their
minds. In .Cannanore I heard

"that to ensure thé KPCC ‘boss

Shankar’s. victory, Rs. 1 lakh.
are going to ‘be invested to buy -
votes at the last moment. .
. 'Another trick resorted to Is.-
the removal of voters from a’
constxtuency In Irikkur, I was"
told that there are plans to take
2,000 Haman workers to the

- hills and give them work so’as

to. keep them away from the
polling stations.

The backward voters like
tribals are being . taken . “to
temples and before their god -

- made to take the vow that
they would vote for the Con-
gress-PSP-League  alliance.
Churches and = mosques . are
. ‘exerting all their pressure on
- Christians and Muslims.
- But these methods have hard-
1y any chance of success. Every-
wheére T have seen .Communist
workers actively conscious of
what the opponents are plan-.

* ning and in ‘each constituency

measures are being evolved to
fight and defeat them.

"The Congress went. into alli-
ance with the PSP and League
and ‘is resorting to such unde-
mocratic practices with the sole’
aim-of defeating the Communist
Party. But what- the Cangress

‘has done is in effect’ digging its

own grave. - -
In. Malabar area, of a tofa]
of 47 seats, the Congress is
contesting only 23 and in most
of these seats one can find the
Muslim YLeaguer as the most
aggressive and active ' partner:
of -the alliance, =~
In Tellicherry, for instance,
I saw it was the .volunteers -
of the League who are leading .
the election .campaign of the
Congress : candidate. -Twelve.
. seats in this area have been
_ given to the PSP.and in most - -
of them the PSP has neither -
 influence mor organisation,
‘Claims of Nationalist = Mus-
lims were ignored when seats
were. allotted to ‘the Muslim
League and when the Cong- .
ress candidates were selected.
This was the price the Cong-
ress had to pay for the _unholy

alliance it has entered into and -
"in’ many places honest

Cong—
ressmen have already begun
asking the questlon' "What sort
of a Congress will remain after
the election? 'Will .anyone - be
able to put any life into it? It is:
no better than the -other part-,‘
‘ners of the alliance. :

For the first time in_its his~
tory, the League has begun to
lose’ support from its fortresses;
And the PSP. which never. had
very much influence exceot.in
parts of Trivandrum and Kozhi-.
kode Districts is likely to lose
even this mﬂuence in these
electrons . )

It is only _the Commumst
Party that has acauired a new.
mass supoort and become stron-
ger and that is. why the Party
¢an awa't with the confidence
the verdict of 85 lakh voters.
who goto the polls next ‘Mon-
day -






