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“Today . when

. lived and died.”

TRIBUTES

the following statement on the Mo
held throughout the country:.

“On the centenary. of the birthday of Pandit Motilal Nehru, the Communist’
‘of India pays homage to the memory of. this'ill
part in the movement for national liberation. He was a consistent champion of civil liber.
. ties. He was great and noble in every respect. .. - . . - . R

\‘,'\ B
P viv b2

o fissiparous aud disruptive tendencies are growing in many parts of thé-
country, it is particularly necessary to remind ourselves of the" record of this stalwart
patriot who always upheld national unity and gave no guarters.to forces of communalism

-and_casteism. Let us all emulate his example and strengthen the cause for which he

. }v"‘.\‘( ST . ‘ . .
TO MOTILAL NEHRU
Comrade Ajoy Ghosh, General Secretary of the Commanist Party of India has lssued

tilal Nghru_ _Qentenary,Celebmﬂoy; whiohv-a.rQ ‘being

ustrions son of India. He played a leading
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.its plans for dominating

Despite all setbacks, United States imperialism is pel‘mtmg most doggedly in
Laos through its puppets. As hithertof S.

ore, U.S. aggres-

sion is the single biggest hurdle in the restoration of peace ‘in Laos. despite the

i - cease-fire: call issued by the Soviet Union
‘the 1954 Geneva- Conference on Indo-China.

HE American imperialists
are at the moment franti-
“cally’ rushing through with
thelr plans to instal
MAAG (Military Assistance
" and Advisory : Group) that
Kennedy ordered to be estab.
.lished right on-the eve of the
.- announcemént of the agree-
. ment between the two Co-

- fire. Three. hundred .U.S.
" armed personnel were landed

% in Laos after’ the cease-fire

“ call- was given. .

: Even at the moment
American military = per-

‘being rushed to Vientiane
and. it is to cover up -this

obstructions are being put
by the Boun Oum.Nosavan
rebel clique-in the imme:
diate implementation of the
" .cease-fire call. -

- .The delay. that hag taken
place has been due not to the

Government headed -by . Sou-
- vanna Phouma and the forces
of the Neo Lao Haksat Party
headed by - Souphanovoung
“wanted to press the .military

“tely had but because the U:S.

ever faith they ever had In
"their puppets, want to take
- gvantage of the. infervening
“period to instal the MAAG
“and to still further enlarge
.and ‘entrench their direct
“ interventionist force.

the .

.. Chalrmen to call for a cease. -

gonnel and supplies are-

operation that. all sorts of.

fact that the Royal Laotian .

gdvantage that they defini- -
{mperialists; having lost what."

. - The -total feilure of US.
imperialist policy -that had
been ‘directed ever since the
Geneva Agreement of 1954
towards the frustrating of
that agreement. has been
demonstrated In the most
glaring fashion to the whole
world. The  Geneva Agree.
ment for Laos which visualis-
ed unification of the-entire
Laotian people on the basis
of full Integration of -the
Pathet ‘Lao forces and the
restoration of internal demo-
cracy as well as the pursuit of
an  independent and neutral
external policy : became .the
target for destruction by the-
-U.B8. Government from the
moment of its signature.

li!siory or U.s,
Intervention

"1t is the history of the last .

seven years .that eyery.time
the Laotian people by them-

-selves .or with the ald of the

International - | Commission
came to an agreement among
- themselves, the U.S8. rushed
with its dollars and arms to
bribe the most® reactionary
sections in Laocs and defeat
the prospects . of unity - and
peace In that unfortunate

land. 1t was this way that the-

Rangoon and Vientiane agree-
ments of the intervening years
were scuttled tiil the: Inter-
national ' Commission itself
was scuttled - to prevent

fts

.'and Briifain, the two Co-Chamnen pf

coming in the way of U. 8.
-Interventionist plans .
Having thus removed the
‘hurdle of the . International
Commission the US. pro-
ceeded- to “remove” .- the
universally recognised neutra.
list Government of Laos head- .
- ed by Prince Souvanna Phou-
ma, openly incite rebellion and
civil war against the legal
Government and then turn
the rebels into the “legal
Government” ‘behind whose
cover they could carry on
their interventionist = game
‘unhampered. = - :
. 'The patriotic leaders of
- .the - Laotlan people, how-
ever, had. no intention of
letting the U.S. imperialists
replace the French who had
lorded over their country
and had been thrown out
only thanks to a long.
drawn-out patriotic war. In -
the endeavour to uphold
the - independence of Laos
the legal - Government of
Prince Souvanna -Phiouma
appealed for and received
. the generous help .of the
Soviet Union,

That U.S8. intervention in .
Laos on the one hand and
Soviet help to the legal Gov-
ernment’ on the other have
been two basically “different
things hardly needs any
arguing.’ Directed against. the
" Geneva agreement itself, U.S.

" rendered fo Babindranath Tagore.

On May 8, 1961, a *century is . complete since
Rabindranath Tagore was born. In our country and in
all the rest of the world, on this day, homage would
be paid to this great son of India, and millions would
participate, beginning from this day, in cultural cele.

4 . brations and fanctions associated with the name of
. ‘Tagore—which would Iast till the end of the year. -

On this memorable occasion, the Communiist Party

. of India associates itself with all our countrymen and

-‘with all the lovers and admirers of Rabindranath
Tagore’s art and genius in all the countries of the
world, in rendering its profounad, respectful and joyous
homage to the greatest creator of - beanty; and the
noblest interpreter of the soul of our anclent and

«civilised people, in modern times. )

Drawing his- spiritual and aesthetic sustenance
from the songs, ballads and the rich language of the
common people of Bengal; identifying himself with -

- them and with their aspirations of freedom and the -

good life; delving deep into the treasure of ancient
Indian philosophy and literature; and learning and
assimilating the: best of world literature and thought, -
Rabindranath Tagore, in his personality and work
synthesised and creatively augmented the very stuft
of life. For what sustains us more than the great
inspiration for noble ideals; the scintillating charm

- and beauty of life in all its myriad forms; and the pro~

found wisdom and sensibility, imparted to us in such
glorious abundance by a great poet and creative artist
such as Tagore? . - .

The Communist Party of India hopes‘and éxpects

that the Centenary celebrations of Rabindranath

Tagore would provide us all- with the occasion 'and
opportunity to read and study his works more widely
and thoroughly, that it would inspire our progressive
writers, poets and artists to come nearer to our common
people and give expression to their highest and noblest .

. aspirations for a rich, beautiful and cultured life; for.
. the unity of India, for freedom, for. human brother. .

hood and for world peace—ideals and aspirations which -

. Tagore understood and expressed with such exquisite

and. tender sensibility. We are aware also that pre.

" . cisely becaunse Rabindranath Tagore hated all cant and -

humbug, unreason and . superstition, and -loved his
country, his people and humanity intensely, even,
sometimes within the framework of his peculiar reli-
glous outlook, all the reactionaries, in India and ail -
over the world, would try to distort and misuse his

: .name and his ideas, for ends ‘which Rabindranath

v

. Tagore loathed and. despised. All the more reason,

- therefore, that on -this gccasion Communists together
 with all.other true lovers of Tagore,. should try their
.. Gtmost to honour, learn and admire  Tagore for his

essential gquallties. Thus alone ecan tljue .homage be

- SEE PAGE 17




=7 FORMER RULERS BOLSTERING

.- THE WAR OF SUCCESSION -  REACTION WITH WEALTH

‘A PTER Pantji's- death, of the election would not have
Atlie choice oft] the Depuq} . accorded with his wishes” In
Leader acquired - first-rate- the srapes-are-sour spirit it

’ | SCRAP-BOOK

... political : significance, both -
‘. . inside the ruling party and .

amidst -wider national opi-.

nion, T

‘with the present Prime Minis."
ter but realises that he ¢annot

" . be challenged in his lifé time.
o Hence it has been buildiag up .-
R its strength - step by step, -
\ - " brick by brick, to take over .
- “after Nehru”. Hence they.

PR

" concentrate upon :blackguard- .

©. . *Ministers -like Defénce Minis. -
' - ter Menon and Ol Minister

* - Malaviya, -Hence: their big "

" puild-up .of Finance Minister

.07 - successor. - - o
.77 % " ... ‘The.Indian Right, éncoi-,
_*' . - - - raged and prodded by West- -
* .~ .. " ern imperialist reaction, had
“. .7 =+ sef-its” heart on getting -
Morarji = elected. .  as* the: -
Deputy. Leader, inheriting
the status and mantle of
. Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad |
‘_and Govind; Ballabh * Pant,
‘who had held the -august
officé earlier, were 'accepted -

‘inevitable: successors if and

S ‘when the. occasion arose.
" ."All.the anti-Right forees,
" ! -glong with nondescript -ele-
: ;7. - ments, -rallied : behind. the
., ." Harijan Railway Minister, -
. Jagjivan Ram. = - - :

. "Bo- far- the limitless mud- -
Lo 7 ... - -slinging - and _.unscrupulous
- - r ot cemvassing  was corfined to
© .  the State "Congress Legisla-

. ture " °F " The - Central
"~ Parllamentary ~‘Party  under
‘Pandit -~ - leadership
- functioned -with .greater deco- -
. . rum, the dirty ‘linen-washing .
“*%,. - - péitg: donme in ‘the Tlobbies,

~ = 7~ duly backed by public cam-
‘paign -to .confuse:and- corrupt
_national opinion, through the

~ columns of  the . monopoly

Press- of the capital.: This.
. time canvassing reached such” .

' * .a’low. that Prime."Minister
.. 'Y - ‘Nehru was reminded of Dis.:
S - trict Board elections. ceee

. - The tension in_ the critical
© - - Parliamentary- Party. meeting
"-’.. reachéd .a" new'high, which -
© ¥ was resolved after 'a motion
A . ‘was moved and ~ passed ‘that
& v " -:the choice of the - Deputy--
g ' Leader be left with the Prime
.. ¢ Minister,. who in'" his speech
' " had .already -cut. the contro-

versy .to its size by dpenly
. stating. that the Deputy Lea-

’ -‘der’s office -gave = no more.

. <. - ._ statiis’than -that of a Deputy

13

_ and did not involve -the- hier-

_archy of suecession. . - -

" '+ ‘The India Presy Agency on
-7 ° . .April 29 forecast that Hafiz
b " Ibrahim, a non-entity, might -

" - The Hindustan Times of May -
. 2 and.other daily papers re--
* ported. the Prime Minister’s

. ‘Leaders;-one fors each House,

-_ 7 Indian- reaction is furious,

- . after being foiled of -the prize.

" The Bindustan Timeés of May

.1 wrote - an . angry- editorial
entitled, “Down Graded”, and -

. ... _ opined that “there :was clear.
- "7 -concensus of ' opinion against .
- postponement.” - It; ' fumed
against: “the . proposal. . that. .
Nehru “should ' téke on:the '

" role of ‘arbiter” -And still

" ed upon ;t" .vé.!id_'a‘giegd.;-_ ’

_..ing loyal .Nehruite "Cabinet -

"7 .replace the-two ~ contestants.- .

" suggestion .for . two ‘. Deputy ® '

.. REACTION. FURIOUS

more so because’ Nehru “selz.. Primarily - because

concluded, “thie post has beén
down:graded -to. the point
where no_ self-respecting can-
didate could. covet it.> It
lgoks as if. 'Morari} Desal is
dfawing ‘in- his - horns this

i Indian Teaction 15 Not BPPY . time . and: getting ready to

charge ‘into  action when

the next opportune .moment
comes.\'_ . o

Meanwhile; ‘a’ campaign
is being built to downgrade
and discredit Pandit Jawa.
harlal Nehru -himself as
the Prime Minister and that
too under. the: mask of
democratic principles. The

" last angry ‘and . threatening

"..'sentence of the Hindustan
. ..Morarji Desai ag his Inevitable _ -

Times - editorial " is; ' “The
guestion that has been ask-
ed before, and will ‘be asked

. now. with ‘more . persisténce,

- is whether the  ready sur-
render of its collective will
and wisdom to the keeping
‘of a leader, however, great,

"Lis - the right preparation

‘towards a - party’s ’growth,
towards self-reliance ‘and
maturity” .
The~ Times of  India has

L asd d-im-¢ommand and been clévérer -in-its May 3
AR scoond-m-command i editorial entitled “Dangers of
Evasion”,
"pose of considering the pros
-and cons both but the conclu-
slon Is the same. 1t concedes,

It has taken the

“a defeat for anyone would"
have:rankled in the minds of

- his supporters and made it

moreé difficult for the party to
work as a team.” .

. It-then proceeds to state,
“What has emerged .from the
whole sorry -business is the
image: of "a sorely divided
party:." which . cannot even
choose its. Deputy Leader,
much less determine the hier-

archy of the leaders, It is In -

vain thaf Mr. Nehru has tried

to belittle the office of Deputy
Leader.” . . -

The frustration felt by re--

action is thus expressed: “It is
damaging to the morale. of
the people that no one in the
country. should- know who
most commands, next to Mr.
Nehri, the confiderice of the

ruling party. ‘What has hap-

pened in the last ten days can

only deepén a sense of un. : same journal, of the.same

cerainty {ébo_ut_ the future.”

- A1l this diséloses that the -

forces of the Right were con-

fident of getting their can- -

didate win on a straight vote

and wanted to ‘use the next .
coming years to build him-.up :
as a successor Prime‘Mimgter. :

" . DEFEAT.THE RIGHT

'-'Mo'rérji Desai was sup- |
ported not only by. the .

Right-wing- caucus inside

the Congress but also by the
" Right-wing politicians and
parties outside and by the
. entire monopoly Press. A.

major move of reaction has
» been foiled. for the time
being, - but by no means

defeated. - .

The Right inside the Con-
gress has become so bold as to
demand: for their chosen man
the status and. guarantee.of
beconiing the - next Prime
Minister of the country be-

cause it has _been- sheltered .

behind the . prestige of the
present- Prime - Minister. Its
size”and welght has increased
“of the
‘cowardly” passivity of  the
"Congressmen  themselves. . It

* |1t _made, the hdrdly.veiled - is-elementary political sense,

; " insinuation  that he .did .so .
“bécause the probable ,resul_tv

iwrit. :large with experience
after experience; that the

o -‘ o PAQ:E\.TWQ .'-;,-_‘u»:‘-.".‘.r‘.f.,':‘a‘»-:‘?-"w.v"."-"’V»“l‘""‘"f—' e e -

Right- cannot be.cut to mana-.-.

geable size except by Con-
gressmen themselves. - The -
Indian Left headed by our
Party has spared no effort to

exposé and-‘campaign against -

the Right inside ‘the ruling.
party as a menace-to the inte-
grity &nd independence of our
nation and as fuctioning in
league and cooperation with
extremé Right politicians and
parties outside the Congress,
a political pest-and a natiot_ml
menace; - o ‘

Their All-Sided .

Campaign.

TEE Indian Right not only
wants to succeed Nehru.

It has started a systematic
unscrupulous campaign : aga-

inst’ Nehru's progressive poll- ..

cies themselves. It falsely .goes
on repeating that they are
becoming unpopular, It thus

hopes ‘to make the transition °

to the change of the leader
and of national policies less of
a sudden  break,  make it
smooth and easy. :

A .good example of the.
above is the April 7 editorial
in Birla’s Eastern Economist,
‘Dent in External Affairs”.
Commenting on the débate on
the demands of the Ministry
it wrote: “Undoubtedly the
tenor of opinion even in Con-
gress circles was more on the.
side of Acharya J. B. Kripa~
lani than on the side of.the-
Prime Minister.
marked a change from the
universal, almost mechanical
acceptance of the Prime Min-
ister’s statements . on foreign
policy in the past that one
should ‘ask seriously whether

the dents made in the Prime -
- Minister's armour are of last-

ing significance. _
“Undoubtedly the . feeling

- inside the country is that the’

Prime Minister's foreign policy
on China -has placed this

" country in a position of humi-

liation.” o
“The second editorlal’ of .the

date, 15 ' entitled “Defence

General Thimayya'is the"
adored Timmy of Indian re-
action. On retirement ‘as
Chief of the Army Staft,
Argus, in his “Delhi Diary”
in the same journal again

 reaction—that it wants him

-next Defénce Minister! . -

Below are -Argus’s: own
caption, -

_ been killed in" the riots-and

words under the
~ “Time for Timmy"”:

“His forceful utterances, his
frank -and open manner and

the image that he’ created of -

a typical Indian soldier; cap-

able of doing every job from -

the Jawan's right up to that
. of the Chief of ‘the Army
. Btafl, instilled in a very large
_number of people a feeling
! that he was something unique,

: these columns with a hopeful

* feeling that he will return to

Delhi soon in another ¢apa-
" city in which his deep military
- knowledge and his great popu.

“lar following will win more.

: appreciation in official quar-
:ters than 'his cuitent assign.

: ment has done” - -

DT NEWYAGR

This is so -

faet”

of the same date has dis-.
closed the plan of Indian

back in' New Delhi as the" elections.”

“I bid him good-bye . from

“The anti-Indian - plotters

have a plan; slogans and.per--

sonalities on whom they rely -

for the “take over.”

Hitting On

‘The Head- -

3 WHEN-Nevéf Age published a

seriés of report articles on

.the Madhya Pradesh commu-

nal riots, our feaders were.

shocked. Almost all the Urdu -
‘dailles reprinted them. Many

asked” whether all  .that we

- wrote ‘could have really hap-
‘pened in our country.

New Agé was sought to be
blackmailed and silenced by
the threat of criminal cases

- by the Jan Sanghis and the
top
leaders whom Wwe had nam-

ed. Delegations of Congress .

M.P.s sent there by the Con=
gress High Command -dis-

covered for themselves that -

all that we wrote was true,
- Now at last the Prime Min-

. ister himself has confirmed

. our analysis,

"Inaug'urating in Bhopé.l a

" two-day -‘meetlng = of the
Madhya Pradesh -Congress
Committee, Pandit Nehru

lashed out at the.Congress

leaders who had literaily done -
nothing and-failed’ in their .-
most elementary duty as Con- -

gressmen. :

(Hindustan Times, ‘April 24)

He accusingly asked: “How .
many of you were in the fore. .-

front to check the riots and

_how many of you received -

injuries while trying to check
the mass fury?” . :

ekpressed his deep g-rie:‘

He
“that “not. a. single Congress-
. man- was hurt because they .

did not facé the situation

boldly and kept themselves in
their hou;gs' m;e purdah.-

women.”

As regards “the main res-

* ponsibility for the sad events,”

he placed it squarely on' the
shotlders -“of the majority.

community. It is a white le-

Ministry in the _Dock.'f- S : to say.that the minority was-

responsible -for . the - disturb-

-ances, There .was no need for-

an enquiry to- establish that

. .He added: “It was_possible

that there was' 4 connection’
between' the -comdng"électicns

and. the ‘riots ~ bécause .such

_tiots had also taken place on’
the eve of the . last general

The Prime Minister “deplor.
ed false rumours to the effect
that hundreds of Hindus have

said such rumours might have
excited the people.” e

CALL FOR UNITY

According  to ni&vé.da,

Bhopal edition (April 25), the
 Prime Minister in his public

rally “gave & clarion call for
unity” and appealed to'the

people .to rise above.commu. |

nalism, linguism and castetsm.
disturbances.

pre-planned. " -

“Amidst ‘thunderous ‘appla- -
r'use from the audlence Mr.

communal = Congress

1

. The Prime Minister, “while "
_deploring _ the
. sald * they -were .not, meére
isolated = incidents “but . were

Nehru declared that whenever
such incidents took place, the
officlals. as-a matter of policy
should be. transferred.” - -

ANl this have also been the

. indings and the demand of
our Party voiced in a special.
‘resolation of the Vijayawada

Congress which also made s -
. fervent plea to the Congress.

men’ and -all secular ele-
ments o unite against the
demon ' of communalism,
‘dancing " and . trampling
underfoot the young and
fresh.green Indian . demo-
cracy. ’ L

A Welcome
Rally

: "‘ HE positive: impact of the.

shocking events in' Madh.
ya Pradesh inside the High
Command of the ruling party
was the .appointment of a
Committee on. National Inte.

" gration under the President-..

ship of Smt: Indira Gandhi,
- In Bombay, Indira Gandhi,
Chief Minister Chavan,

Minister Malaviya and others
addressed and atftended an

-all-star demonstration, theé

Writers’ 'and Artists’, Rally For

- National. Integration.

Famous film actor
Sahni recalled that in 1947
‘“artistes succeéded -where
. politicians failed,” when @
unify procession headed by
artistes and writers paraded
the city and helped to r‘eﬁ
tore peace and calm in the'

riot-torn city. “Once agaln,” -

-He’said, “we .shall go wher..
-ever unity is threatened; we
‘shall speak and sing to the

.- people- whom we love and -

-~ who'we hope love us”’ L

.. The grand veteran -of .the

Indian stage and scréen Pri. b

thviraj Kapoor, always speaks’
eloquently - whenever
at stake. This time " his-

reached a new high. . .

eloquence .is reported to have:

K. A. Abbas, reportifig the.
-rally, in the Last Page-of Blitz,"

has-transmitted some of the .

- ‘colour; - and -aroma " of “the .’

‘solemn occasion in"the follow--
ing moving sentence: “While

others spoke; two young men

who-are otherwise always in
the limelight, sat together dis-
creetly sielnt behind their

elder—Yusuf - :Khan - alias-
Dilip. Eumar - and Ranbeer
allas Raj Eapoor, two actors— .
two - Pathans—two = -young

Indians—two friends—whose

. ffiendship, could well. be B
‘symbol’and a model for the .
emotional integration every-

one was talking about.” .

" ANl ‘see that communalism
and reaction is' running riot.
in our land. The Bombay rally

of the best and most eminent -

of our national :artistes hsas

disclosed that the communal -

and reactionary forces can be

routed, by putting - the plain "
truth before the = people, by’
uniting and Activising 211 who "

_India): all" who - are .
‘eager to see that'India is bullt

love.

‘in the Imagé of our cld dream-

ers and heroie martyrs, where -
healthy and’ prosperous "life
will grow and lead to thé full
flowering of - India’s ‘national -
genlus. . .

—=P. C.JOSHI

(ay. 4
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CROWN PRINCE

RIME Minister Nehru

the other day referred

- to some outside elements
undue Interest in

the election of Deputy

- 'Leader -of the Congress
Parliamentary Party. I do

not know if it is a compli.

- ment -to the popilarity. of
-the organisation or is it a
- 8ign of its decay? What,
however, .is evident. just

‘now -is that not all Con.
gress leaders are motivated

by the old ideals of the

Congress organisation. ‘The

scramble for power Is too

much in the open. o

- The election had become
_the subject of speculation
and once-again the ques-
tion was raised Who After
-Nehru? The Prime Minis-
ter,. obviously distressed by
the way canvassing on be-
half of two candidates was
being carried on, got a re-
solution adopted which re-
gretted that a routine mat-
ter of election of an annual
office had been given un-
. necessary importance by
-some persons. .

- Who are these -persons
and who the “outside ele.
ments”? Who were taking

-tion? That, of course, the
difficult to uncover . them'
afterall. - ’

‘Here are some excerpts

man paper of April 6. Th
- article under . the caption
‘ “The Crown Prince with a
Sharp Tongue” asks “Who
is now the second man to’
take the place of the .first
when he abdicates the po.
litical stage?’” and replies:

.. “..Amongst them stands
undoubtedly at the head
the present Finance Minis.
" ter Morarii Desal. who al-
.ready. today is considered
the Crown Prince....Hs is
a man who—if he knew—

' -would probably subscribe to

the silly German' saying,
many. enemies, mtch hon-
our.” - oo

_Why the neo-Nazls Hke
Morarjibhal is made clear
these words: :

“Desal is an ardent fight-
er.'No other Indian chief of
State has suppressed a po-
litical disturbance so ener-
getically by force of arms
as he did with the Bombay
disturbances in the year
1955. No other Indian Min.
-ister+has dealt in such a
wayswith the Communists
in . Parliament, which in
countries of English habits
is a place-of serene speech.
One ought to cite some ex-

. amples, becaues they show

the man, who—apart from
his fixed ldeas of prohibi-
tion (you ' cannot ecall it

anything else) — .stands
with both his legs firmly o
the earth..,.”

Such are the quallities
. the imperialists seek in a
prospective national leader
for ‘our country. These
words of ' the imperialists
are not. without any 'mean-
ing. The German monopo-
lists through thelr rags are
ovenly pleading the-case of

" Morarii 'who pays back by
pleading the case of fore. .

ien private capital in this
countrv and offers them
indiscriminate concessions.
West German capital has
already - penetrated vital
soheres of our economy and
with the helo . of their

- erown prince. Morari}, it 1s

findine for itself ever new
spheres. - )

CHOICEOF A - ~

"undue interest in the elec- .

Prime -Minister - did not’
make clear. But it is not sq -

“from Die Welt, a West Ger. .

'SCRAMBLE FOR
POWER

SCRAMBIE for Power”
was the cdption to a
Teport In the ‘ Free Press
Journal of May 1. I would
have read it and yet not
cared to mentlon it had it
been an appeal from Prime
Minister Nehru or Con-
. gress: President Sanjeeva
Reddl to warring Congress
" factions. But this time it
was an appeal from Sri
Morarji. Desai addressing
members of the Assum Pra~
desh Congress Committee.

8rl Desai sald he had no
-quarrel with anyone’s am.
bition to acquire positions.
But when It resulted in
malighing each other be-
hind one’s back, he had his
quarrels. Moraril is a lea-
der by his own right, him-
self- an ambitious man. So

he does not find fanit with’

the ambitions of . others.
But he did not limit him.
self to that. - ‘

He advised that all elec-
.tlons whether to the pan-
chayats  or to Congress
Committees should be una-
nimous without any can-
. Vassing. Congressmen had
to - work for unanimous
elections, he . said, and

added, anybody who work.
7 'ed for that end did greater

service to the organisation
than the one who malign-
gd ac?{nother-man»behlnd his

I had a different Iidea
about Moraril. I had so far
thought that.he was ones
who practised what he sald;
" But now he has disillu-

sloned me. Moraril himself.

believes in contesting elec-
tions. He does not believe
in un: ty when 1t comes
to the election of Deputy
Leader.. Not once did he
. appeal publicly.to his own
- followers not to canvass for
inside the Parliamen-

tary Party..-But he has
.been generous with appeals
other Congressman not

to do all that he i3 doing.

Or 13 it that Morarii has
. been disillusioned by re.
cent events?. Probabiy he
had not expected that he-
would be faced with such
-strong oppolstion in the
Congress. Having felt it
now, he wants future elec-
Hons " to be “unanimous”,
- Whatever the reason, he
has proved that -he is-not
only ambitious but also
power-blind.- He does not
care for the unity of the
- organisation to which- he
belongs. ’

ANOTHER
- STUNT .
C ONGRESS - President
Sanjeeva Reddi " has

once again' exhibited ' his
love for stunts. His famous
directive to Congress MP.s,.
MLAs, Ministers, ete.,-to
send in lsts of their assets
wag subject to comments a
.few months ago.: Now. he
-has again come .out with-
‘yet another statement—
made - in Ahmedabad re-
cently—for ‘going into the
assets -of relatives of Con-
gress Ministers and other
office-bearers. -

Only the very, very naive
would be taken in by this,
Others would know it for
what it is—a vote-catching
device specially meant for
. the  General FElections
Ehlch -are fast approach-

. Gayatri Devi's.

.~ gold and

—AGRADOOT -
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~ EXTORTED FROM THE NATION

RECENT activities of the
former ruling princes
and feudalists to create a
platform of reaction in Ra-
jasthan and notably the
. announcement of Maharani
joining of
the Swatantra Party have
. brought to the fore once
again a vital question .of
Rajasthan’s political life.
And that-is the question of
stopping the fat privy pur-
ses and other facilities to
these princes and .revision

.of the list. of their private

property.

At the time of the Integra.’

tion of these States with the
Indian Unlon in 194749, these
“rulers” had demanded- and
secured as “price” for their
agreeing to sign the instru-
ments of accession fat privy
. purses and various other con.

" cessions.. Some of them like

the Jalpur,. Jodhpur and
Bikener “rulers” were granted

- Privy purses to the tune of Rs.

18 lakhs per year. .
Besides these fat privy pur.

ses -these “rulers” were grant.

ed varlous other concessions

like free supply of light and

water, the rate for which has
-dn recent years been fixed ‘at
ten per cent of the privy pur-
ge. The resilt is that these

- former, rulers, who own nume.
rous houses and palaces and
estates, and who have mostly
rented out these buildings and
are thus derlving profit out of
themr are getting electric sup-
Ply to the tune of .about Rs.
"1.8 lakhs a year. About the
same 13 the position in respect
to free supply of water. '

. List Of Private

Properties - _
The most “advantageous”

concession that they secured

was the acceptance of the list
of private properties. ‘' The

yl
* of course, retained their fabu.

lous wealth in the form of

Jewellery, but in
addition they retained Innu-,
merable houses, land. in the

' urban areas and a number of
- estates, all- of which; glive

them incomes running finto
lakhs of rupees. Just to state

- one example, the Jaipur Ma.

haraja got the estate of the
City Palace and the Choug.
han listed as his private pro.
perty. Shops are now belng
constructed in the Choughan
and each one of these 500
shops will fetch a rent of

‘gbout Rs. 200 to 250 per ..

month. . :
Having thus managed to
[Ekeep -all this wealth, these
.ex.rulers ‘remained. “sflent”
for some time but are now
seeking to make use of an
this o “influence” the poli.
tical sitnation. Taking ad.
vantage of the traditional
° ideas prevalent in some seec-
tions of the population, and
making full use of the enor-
mous resources put into
their hands, they are seek-
ing to “make use” of the
ballot box to revive . their
lost zlory and - strengthen
- reaction in every respect.
Naturally the auestion has
arisen in the minds - of all

. honest democratic eléments:

why should not these “privi.
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‘Congressmen

‘this sentiment to the

tualiy exbdrted’f from the
" nation, be now stopped.

This has been the demand
of the democratic movement
in this State almost gince its
formation. The Congress lead-
ers, in the name of honouring
pledges made and sticking to
assurances. given, have so far
resisted this-demand. How-
ever, events ‘are forcing the
issue inside the Congress
ranks also, .

.Thus it was that at the PCC
meeting held at Kotah at the
end of last month one of the
members, - Nathulal Jain,
moved a resolution requesting
the Government of India to
take steps to stop these privy
purses and also to get the list
of private properties re-exam.
ined. This resolution, in the
background of the State’s
political  situation, found
ready response in the minds
and hearts’ of rank-and-file
and speaker
atfter speaker rose to support
it. - o

The combined “persuasion”
of all the three chief leaders
of the State Congress, M. D.
Mathur, the PCC Chief, Suk.
hadia, the Chief Minister and
Kumbharam Arya was requir-

ed to secure the withdrawal -

of the resolution, but not ti
the PCC. President had given
the assurance that the senti-

_ments contained in the reso-

lution were:shared by them
and would be conveyed to the
High' Command. True to this
assurance, the PCC. President
is reported to have conveyed

High

Command. o
After . all, the pledges
given to these faw Sex.

ralers” lose all -significance

.as compared to the pledges
that the leaders and the
Government have given fo
the peonle of this land for a
better life and for vrogress,
In case these so-called pled-
ges given to the rulers more
as the result of barzain and
extortion at a critieal mo-
ment come in the way of
the progress of the people

" the British Queen’s visit. -

as is happening at present,
. then it i3 better that they’
- are set aside, . o
. The sentiments of the rank-
and-file even inside the State
Congress can be judged from.
the fact that one of the mem-
bers of the PCC bitterly re.
marked that these fat purses
and resources were being used
for political ends and in some
cases to purchase the support

- of individual Congressmen.

Not to deprive the rulers of
these resources meant leaving .
.the way open for the “de.
gradation” of Congressmen.
The same .sentiments were

expressed in some of the

speeches made by Congress
members in the discussion on -

the Governor’s address In the
Assembly. | o

One of the Congress MLaAs,
Shribhan 8ingh from Bharat-
pur, castigated the show that
these feudalists were permit. -
ted to put up at the time of

Another member Janardan
Ral ‘Nagar who "halls from
" Udalpur and is also the Pre.
sident of the Rajasthan Sahi.
tya Academy, was very critical
of the role played by the lea-
ders of the Government In
this whole affair. In the first
instance - these  “ex-rulers
should not have been permit-’
ted. to have all that show of -
feudal revival; and ‘it it was
- not possible to stop it, at least -
the leaders of the -Govern.
ment should not have: partici-
pated in them”—this was how °
he expressed his discontent.

Though for the time being
the leaders have succeeded
in “pacifying” or containing
thse sentiments rising in the
rank-and-file of the Congress,
yet it is now most likely that
as events unfold. themselves
and as through their own ex.
perience the - Congressmen
learn more, this democratic
demand of the people of Ra-
Jasthan is likely to find great-
er and - greater Tesponse.

—H.K. VYAS. -
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Proud And Great lelit'iondl' Vet(;ran' )

- 3% by P. C. JOSHI - o
“.- This week is the Centenary. of Pandit Motilal
- Nehru’s birthday.. Any Indian who came in contact -
*with him could not but retain feelings of the deepest
respect for the great dnd peer!ess veteran that he was.

.

/N.A'TIQNAL pride ‘and seif-
4 confidence - in the ‘twen-
" tles grew with the living ex-

~-.perience that if our country -

could produce Mahatnia Gan-"

-, dhi, - Pandit -Motilal Nehrua,

" Chittaranjan Das, Dr. Ansari,

 -Maulana Azad and- the .like,
" the British’ imperialists could

no longer keep .us. suppressed
and enslaved ‘and the obvious

.- duty was to join the national

"~ ‘movement led by thgmj

" When the Jallianwalla Bagh

massacre took place, I was at’
_ school and had just begun
" reading newspapers. The aw-

* ful, ‘blood-curdling - crime.- of

. -patriotism:

- Hind:Myilim - riots, , Pandit -
. "Madan® Mohan Malaviya had
. fopmed the pro-Hindu com- -

. the-British usurpers led Pandit.
" Motilal from- the leadership of
the. -Allahabad Bar-fo the
- leadership. of the Indian peo-
ple. My father- and uncles
“- greatly admired his patient
..and . devastatingly effective.
work in_the Enquiry  Com-
- mittee but I was deeply moved.
by his outspoken Press.state-
ments and speeches which"
_'served as'my first lessons-in
In.1924, I came -to join the
Allghabad: University: and’
heard fabulous tales about his
one-time riches .and life of
luxury, followed by still grea=
. “ter sacrifices and’ generosity.
The story that impressed .me.
" most was his statement, *

dog will 'stand against....(an, '

eminent”: Liberal - leader . of

g __..i_;-»,thos,e". days, long. dead). and

- This was meant to defiate -

the Liberal boast. that-they

"', could " ‘successfully . ‘defeat "

. the :Swaraj Party in- the
elections.  His .was the ex.

- pression of the national dis- .
* . gust against the compromis- -

-." ing and even senile attitnde
" of the Liberals fowards the
Montford Reforms. His great

self.confidence’ and supre-
- me- confidence -in the ver- '

i dict of the people impressed
. us-youngsters greatly.’ Y
The Liberals were not ;the

" Party - In the wake-of fhe

munal-Nationalist Party.. The
more.  politically  conscious
~ among - us university studénts.

" - bécame .Congress ~volunteers

- to canvass against the*Nation-
-, -alist Party headed by Malavi-

o . yali and for the Swaraj Panty

. héaded by Motilalji. Allahabad
was the ‘home:town of the

- Malaviya clan.. and Pandit

+Madan Mohan Malaviya com-
~manded great- influence- not
-‘only in the city but among the
.- university teachers and plenty

" .-of students as well, being, the

‘founder 'of the  big - Hindu
Hostel. - S

- We ‘opersted throughoitt the

csmpus-and decided to. con--
centrate upon the Hindu Hos-
tel and - winyit over on.the
‘platform of antl-communalism
“and for ‘nationalism. It was g
hard battle but- it ‘was- won,.
‘Ihore and'more.” - - - -
. . Pandit Motilal was.an indul-
-gent and. carefil\ listener 'to

out -“reports” .which contain- '

ed plenty  of  bragging and
" wishful - thinking. From  his

" paternally caustic. comiments:"

‘and’ usefn] tips" we. got .our
. ‘elementdry lesson in political
~ propaganda, election tactics,
PAGE FOUR' ..

.-

" only rivals . of the -Swaraj -

~

ete. ‘After the election results
were out, he shared his happi-
ness with us, who were less
than half his age, in such an
informal manner that we all
felt tifrilled. - . :
.. After a while, the father
and the son went to Europe
and from there to the
. USSR,  Pandit Motilal was
‘the first - great Indian
national -leader to visit the
first Land of Socialism. He

- was also the first to sanction

forging - Indian = national
links with. ‘our anti-impe.

"

rialist allies abroad when
-he and Pandit Jawaharlal
attended the Congress of
' the League Against Im-
perialisin" at Brussels (1927)
. and affiliated the Indian
National Congress to it. It
-was attended by the Com.
‘munist and  Left Socialist
leaders, as also :the leaders
-of the Chinese, Arab, Afri-
can and Latin - American
ndtional movements.
Jawaharlal Nehru has writ-
ten about their Soviet trip in
" his- Autobiography: “It was a
-very brief visit, just three or
: four days in Moscow, decided
upon at the last moment. But
we were glad we went, for
_even that glimpse was worth.
while...To my father all such
Soviet and collectivist ideas
.were wholly novel. His whole
-training had  been legal and

.- constitutional and he could

not - easily get out of that
framework. But he was defini-

tely impressed. by what he saw -

“In _Mosc_:qw."

- Pandit Jawaharlal was all
for - compléte Iindependence,
_but Fandit Motilal was one of

the key.architects of- the All- .

‘Parties’: Committee Report
which- demanded Dominion
Status within a year. :

s

‘When in Calcutta (Decem-
ber 1928)" he. put the issue to
. vote-and asked if it was un-
‘animous acceptance, a small,
slow but clear voire arose

© from- a corner: “I oppose.”, -

_ That was the tiny fizure of
S. V.- Ghate, then General
.Secretary of the Communist

~ Party, When he added that

 MOTILAL NEMRU

" he spoke for the Communist
Party which stood for com-
plete independence, there

‘was huoshed silence in the
august assembly. Jawahar-~
Ial kept silent but I finally
decided that here was the
vital yonng Party I must
Join if it will take me, -

I came back from Calcutta
to Allahabad, sore with Pandit
Motilal and -disagreeing with
Pandit Jawaharlal for agree.’
ing to scuttle  independence
even on the basis of a one-
year ultimatum fo the British.

After three months, .I was
arrested from the university
itself on March 20, 1929, as a
part of the all-India round up

of the Indian Communists in--

the famous Meerut Conspiracy
Case.

- this issue. . s

Pandit Motilal came forward
to become: the Chairman of
the Central Defence Com-
mittee for our case and sent
us lawyers like Asaf Ali, M. C.
Chagla, Pandit Pyarelal
Sharma and others. The Bri-

tish had planned to prove

during the trial that Indian
Communism
national force, an agency of
Soviet diplomacy and its
“crooked statecraft”.- Pandit
Motilal saw through the game

and as long as he lived saw to °

it that we neither .lacked
money nor lawyers. - -

By the end of the _year ’

the famous Lahore Congress
sesslon was held; . amidst
emotional scenes the resolu-
tion on Complete Independ-

ence wes-passed,  and satya-

graha solemnly declded upon.

On the way back, the top
Meerut Congress leader and

our lawyer Pyarelal Sharma- -

visited us in jail and with a’
proud - twinkle in his eyes
- asked,  “Motilalji has asked
if you are now satisfied.” I

was the youngest and knew

him more than the other
comrades. I cheekily assert-
ed, “You will never fight a
real mass struggle, the re.
solution will remain on
paper.”” He was taken aback.
Sharmaji, who was also an
old friend of my father and
uncles politely replied back,
. “That is why we are ‘work-

ing for your release so that -

you can do better.” I chang-
ed the topic! - R
Pandit Motilal now became

very busy but he looked prou-

.der and grander than ever
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the ruling and the Opposition party.

‘independent foreign policy, and support every reactionary

-better vindication of the Communist stand, honourable an

- integrity of the.country.

* Ing reaction or fighting it, weakening or strengthening its
“own independent foreign policy,- making peaceful and

. imperiaust and peace-loving forces for settling the border

was an anti-

THE LONG-DELAYED, AND
. longer-debated,
Border Bill has been passed
- despite -the persistent " pro-
tests of the main Opposition party in Parliament, the Com-
munist Party. It was no ordinary political dispute between

It is a matter that concerns the .very direction of
national policy and the health of Indian democracy. The
politicians and parties that have made it their profession
to discredit the principles of Panchsheel, challenge India’s

cause at home, have loudly backed the Government over-
this Bill. There -can: be no greater damnation of the Gov-
ernment for its deviation from ‘a truly national policy, no .

principled, though. alone for the time being.- -~ :
‘The Bill provides for a three-year sentence, not against
those who preach warlike policles and- who demand the .
end of good-neighbourliness, not against reactionary alien
conspirators and foreign, imperialist .agents who in the
guise of journalists, tourists, mountaineers, scientists, etc.,
misuse our nation’s soil and generous. hospitality for their
nefarious game. . = - - e .
The Bill is openly directed against the - Communist
Party for its alleged policy towards China, and to paralyse
if not ban the activities of the.Communists in the border
districts on the mythical ground of their being against the

- New Age has answered all such criticism point by point;
in terms of our accepted national policy, and countered,
fictitlous slanders: with solid facts and.that too from the
columns and editorials of local Congress journals and the
very mouths of Congress Ministers, MLAs and local leaders.
Communist spokesmen reiterated it all and. more on.the
fioor of Parliament, but without avail. The officlal majo-
rity still further strengthened by extreme Rightist MPs
cared not for this mass of facts. : - S

There is, however, always time to think again. Is there
any party in this country other than the Communist that
is nearer the Congress.in foreign policy, and in seeking
peaceful solution of our dispute with China? In taking
over some of the false demagoglc slogans and anti-national
demands of the pro-imperialist politicians and reactionary
‘Rightist parties, masquerading undér the time-worn ban-
ner of anti-Communism, is the Congress leadership appeas-’

honourable relations with China more. difficult or easier?
Cool and honest thought will supply the obvious answer.
The need. of the hour is unity of all national, anti-

-dispute soon enough and going ahead with our mnation. -
building tasks. The aligriment revealéd in the Parliamen-
tary debate on the Border Bill ultimately leads the -other
way. It Is thus a matter of the deepest concern .to every
Indian. His hopes and fears are Inextricably bound with’

-We Communists have faced- one slander campaign
after another; all our life. We .will face another nationwide
campaign during the coming general elections to influence¥
which this Bill is primarily designed. Indian public opinion
is not gullible and infantile: Our,critics and opponents will
see for themselves that anti-Communism does not yield
the results they are fondly waiting for. )

To use a major international dispute “(foreign policy
dispute) for /internal party politics can do our-common
nation no good; it can only bring in its wake new troubles.

The Bill does-not mention our- Party but we were the.
sole target in the speeches. After the Bill becomes an Act,
-the civil liberties of every citizen, in the far-flung border
.regions, who is out of favour with the local bureaucrats

and the CID. or the influential political junta ‘will no-more .
be safe. Antl.-Communism soon degenerites into anti-de-
mocracy; this-is the experience everywhere. : ‘

We do not brag; we warn— - o

We do not beg; we demand—

Keep. the Border Bill In cold storage-and scrap it the .

‘moment better sense prevails.

Thus save national unity, do riot damage it, patiently
nurse Indian democracy, don’t throw bricks at it in a huff.
The cause of India demands maturity and wisdom and
not blind partisanship, not playing with principles, which -
can only go astray. T
: : (May 4)°

Wrong And Disruptive

" the international arena.

" into existence

- period. "~ . .

" the socialist path,
. triumph of

with his only and beloved son
installed as the Congress Pre-
sident and well on the way to
succeed him. . . :
_He soon went to jail, where
his health became- shattered,
he remained unbent as ever
-and died in dignity as he had
-lived and worked all his life.

We in Meerut Jail' felt
orphaned for a while, held our
own mourning- session in his
honour and carried on.

There was very little in
common between - us young
Communists and this veteran
aristocratic national chief ex- .
cept anti-imperialism and love
of the commor mdétherland

differences!

tiny of our ancient nation.
(May 4)

>
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“and yet. how close We came to -
each other despite all other

When ‘I look back on the
occasion of this centenary, my -
‘first thought is how few are
the national leaders with the
big- heart of Pandit -Motilal!
-Second, how: many with small
. hearts have grown up all
around like mushrooms.” And
third, the great Indian people
that produced a Pandit Moti-
lal then will also - produce
noble and wise leaders to fulfil
the present and future des-

. mankind?

- MAY 7, 1961

" INCE the end of the Se-

cond World War, vast
changes have taken place sén
clalism has triumphed . in
countries with more than one-

“third of the world population
- and soclalist society has regis-

‘tered spectacular success in

. every .sphere. The nastional

liberation- movement has won

" . sweeping victories; Forty new-

have come
in Asia and
Africa. Colonialism Is being .
ghaken to lts very foundation
even in areas .where it still
exists. The working class and.
dexrocratic . movements have
made sweeping advance. For-
ces of peace have grown more
powerful than ever before.
With. all these- develepments,.
mankind faces today a. situa-
tion radically different from
what it faced in any previous

sovereign States

The esseritial = features -of

- this new situation have been

deseribed in the Statement
adopted at the meeting of 81
Communist . and Workers’
Parties held In November 1960

- in Moscow. The Statement, &
"document

~of . world-historic
significance, which arms the

" Communists all over the world

with an excepiionally  péwer-

. ful weapon says: .. -
"+ “Oyr time, whose main con-.

tent. is- the  transition from

.capitalism to.socialism initia-

ted. by the Great October
Socialist Revolution; is a time
of struggle befween the ‘
opposing social = systems, *&.
time of the breakdown of im-
perialism, of the abolition of
the colonial system, a time of
transition of more peoples to
of the

o5t is the princfpal charac-

. geristic of our time that the

world socialist system is be-
coming the decisive factor .in
the development of society”.

The Statement also points
out the magnificent prospects

" that haye opened up before.

mankind: . :

«Foday it is the world socia-
list system and ‘ the .
fighting against imperialism,
for a socialist transformation

of society that determine the
*main content, main trend and

main features of the histori-
cal development of so
‘Whatever efforts . imperialism
makes; it cannot stop the ad-
vance, of history. A reliable
basis has been- provided for

gocialism. The complete trium-

B ijalism is inevitable”. - ]
ph' of soe S " imperialists and the Indian

The question before us is:

' What part.have we to play In

this great ~ development?
Whete does our great country
stand In its duty towards its
own vast masses and towards

_ The'hope and aspirations ot
_the Indian people on the at-
tainrent  of

© MAY 17, 1961

two .

‘socialism and -
. communism on & world-wide
_scale. ’ :

forces -

society. .

further decisive victories for

independence "
- were aptly expressed by Prime

‘Minister Nehru in his mes--

sage on August 15, 1047,
wherein he held up the pro-
mise of a prosperous, 'demo-
cratic and progressive nation,
the creation of social, econo-
mic and political institutions’
which will ensure justice and
fulness of life to every man
and woman. ’

In spite of the - difficulties
of the period Iimmediately
following. the attainment.of
freedom and the immensity
of the tasks that confronted
the nation, conditions were
exceptionally favourable for
the fulfilment of that pro-,
mise. In the first place, the
party - which had come Into
power had the confidence of
the people in abundant mea-
sure, upon which they could
entirely rely.. Reactionary
vested interests who had op--

- posed the national liberation

movement stood .exposed and

-discredited, and _ were in no

position to thwart the nation-
al advance. Further, the world
situation had been becoming
increasingly favourable for
the attainment of our national -
objectives. Gone were the days
when the imperialists - could
dictate their terms to econo-
mically backward and milita-
rily weak countries. The So-
viet Union and other Socialist

countries were ready to ren-
der unselfish assistance to the
newly independent countries
to overcome their backward-
ness, build up their economy.
and consolidate their freedom.

" While, therefore, national
regeneration in a country of
400 million people = was un-
doubtedly a vast and gigantic
task, conditions, both .inter<
nal and external have been
exceptionally favourable for.
the carrying out of this task
and for launching the country
firmly on the path of ali-.

sided national advance. It is

in this context that the actu-
al achievemrents of free India
have to be assessed. Especial-
1y necessary is it to do so to-
day because this is the year
when the Second Five Year
Plan is to bé completed and
the Third Plan is to begin.
And if a proper estimate js
made of the last fourfeen
years’ record, it would be evi-
dent that, while some notable
achievements have been made,
the advance on the whole has
been so slow In comparison
with the necessities and possi-
bilities and "accompanied by
such unjust and heavy bur-
dens on the people,.so much
oppression  and  suppression

that they feel ancry, disap-

pointed and even frustrated.

Industrial Develbpm'eﬁt'

And Sc.)cial.i'st -' A1d

Our people welcome the fact
that, as the result of the First
and Second Plans, the Indus<
trial base of ‘our economy has

"become broader and stronger.
Many articles which we - for-
merly imported are now pro--
duced In -the country. There
has been. considerable expan-
sion of electricity and irriga-.
tion projects. = A number. of
heavy and basic . industries,
‘which are of great lmportance
for economiic growth have
been developed. . The Public.
Sector has  grown despite
every effort. by-imperialists
and certain monopolist cir-
cles inside our country to
thwart this growth. The Oil
Commission has achieved sig-
nificant successes in a vital
sector of our economy, which-
so long. was completely under.
the stranglehold of Anglo-
American imperialists. It is

' Government of India has not
acceded to the demand of the

reactionaries to cut down the.
size of the Third Plau and to
dbandon the emphasis- on
heavy and baslc industries.:
Our national Independence
rests .today on a.firmer eco-

nomic foundation than. be-.

fore. :
This strengthening - of the

economic foundations of na-
tional independence -is the

[

also to be welcomed that the

product of. severafl factors.
During the days of the nation-
al liberation movement, for-
seeing representatives- of the
national bourgeoisie and the
Congress had advocated ‘a
broad policy of industrialisa-
‘tion in order to overcome the

backwardness :of the country.

After its advent to power, the
national bourgeoisie got the
opportunity to implement. this
policy. Nevertheless the . First:
Five-Year Plan paid very
little attention to industries.
- The weaknesses and short-
comings of this Plan, the ob-
Jective needs of bourgeois de-
velopment, together with the
growth: of the demogcratic
movement. and the mass urge
for economic advance led to
the formulation of the Second
Plan which stressed the im-
portance of ‘heavy industries

‘as the basis for industrialisa-

tion, pointed out the key role

which the Public Sector had’

to play in this process and
recognised, to some extent,
the ne'ed_ for land reforms.

Relations of cooperation
that were established between
India and the countries of
the Soclalist world, above all,
the Soviet Union, were of de-

ing of the first major steps
towards -~ . industrialisation.
These relations enabled India
to get credit, capital goods and

- NEW AGE

‘cisive importance in the tak-' .

_ ‘Resblution adopted by

" On this and subsequent pages is pﬁi'_nted’ the
- full text of the finalised version of the Political

‘gress of the Communist Party of India.

the Vijayawada Con-

. /

technical know-how on terms
far more favourable than what
could be got from imperialish
countries—such as lower rate

- of interest, easier ‘terms of

payment, involving no problem
of foreign exchange, ete.
Above all, ald from the Socla-
list world was of a qualitative-
ly different type. It was aid for
the building of heavy and ba-
sic industries vitally necessary

the Public Sector.

. for economic independence in

India’s economic coopera-
tion with the Socialist coun-
tries has also enabled the
Government of India to get
assistance to some extent from
the advanced capitalist coun- .
tries for heavy industries. .
Even then, the contrast bet-
ween the progress registered at
Bhilai on the cne hand and
Durgapur and Rourkela on

. the other is glaring. Socialist

aid has also helped the pa-
triotic elements in the ruling
circles to successfully resist
the pressure*from the impe-
rialist-controlled World "Bank
.and other agencies to weaken
the Public Sector. The USSR
has already offered " Rs." 240

crores for the Third Plan, the -

whole of which will help the
-development of key sectors of
~the economy /in the Public
Sector. These relations of co-
~operation with the soclalist
countries ¢ -are, therefore, of
Breat anti-imperialist signifi-
cance. ;Lastly, due to the very
fact that Socialist economy fs
not a crisis-ridden economy,
India’s cooperation. with So-
clalist countries is of great
/benefit in many other ways.
During the recession of 1957-
58 in the USA and other capi-
tallst countries, the prices of
goods which India exported
fell far more steeply than the
prices of those which she had
_ to import from the capitalist
countries.” The result was a
heavy drain of foreign assets

and heavier loans. 1t Is, ‘evl- -

dent therefore, that the more
we de-link ourselves from the
capitalist world market and
the stronger our links with the
Soclalist world market, the
more beneficial it will be for
our economy. ’

While noting the advance in
our national economy thro-
ugh planning, it should at the
_ same time be borne in mind

that the two Plans which

have been carried out and the

Third Plan as-formulated now

are fundamentally defective.

Apart from the defects Inhe-

rent in all plans for capitalist.

development (due to the con-
fiiet between planning :and
- the spontaneous laws of capi-
talism); the other shortcom-
ings of tle plans consist.in
the refusdl to adequately mo-
bilise the Fesources in posses-
slon of the rich -propertied
classes, to ban the wasteful
and luxurious expenditure by
.them and, above all, to bring
about  such . institutional
changes as nationalisation of
the most important foreign
* concerns, of banking and such
other sectors of economy as
are necessary, as well as land
reform in the interest of th
peasantry. - )

These defects are responsi-
ble for the inability to mobiiise
adequate' internal resources,
while the policy of throwing

‘the main burdens on the poor -

v

. level, ete.

millions and conferring - the
main benefits on the rich pro-
pertied classes has failed to
rouse labour-enthusiasm for
the fulfilment of - the Plans.
Because of these wrong and
defective policles, - extremely
serious  problems have arisen
in relation to foreign exchan- -
ge that is required for the im-

-port of capital goods, the in-
‘ternal resources that are re-
quired -for investment, the -

maintenance of a stable price
Everyone of these
problems has, at some time or
other, led to a crisis.in  the
implementation of the Plans.
All the eminent economists of
the country have noted that
the solutions that have so far -
been offered by the planning
authorities have  not led "to

the solution of the basi¢ pro- -

blems of planning.

"It 1s true that, in spite of
the fallure to offer solutions

to the basic problems of plarn- . ' A
ning, advance has been regis- -

tered In several respects, par-

ticularly in respect of India’s .

‘Industrialisation. We cannot,

however, ignore the fact that - A

brogress even in that fleld is

ar less than what is possible -
and  necessary. In - several

spheres, for example coal, the
estimated targets, themselves
moderate, have not been rea-
ched. The industrial - pro-
gress, on the whole, has been
slow and halting. : .

DANGER

' FROM

FOREIGN
CAPITAL -

The Government of Indié
has successfully - resisted the
pressure of imperialists . and’

their friends who wanted our

country to abandon the policy

of building heavy. industries .
Public -

and to weaken the
Sector. i

The total investment in the
Third Plan is proposed to be
Rs. 10,200 crores. Rs. 3,475

crores will be invested in in-

dustries, mineral and power,
of which the Public
will account for Rs. 2,425 cro-
res. The emphasis on heavy

industries continues, as also -

the policy of building these

industries mainly in the Pub-~ _

lic Sector.

At the same time, - 'certain
facts should be noted:

First, there has been a'rise
.in price of nearly 25 per cent
since the Second = Plan was
launched. The sum of Rs.
10,200 crores is, therefore, not
.as big as
sight.

" Secondly, during the Se-
cond Plan, actual investment

in the private sector was far.

heavier than was targeted.
The same can happen -again
unless effective measures. are
taken. . S

Further, there are 2 number.

Sector -

it seems at first
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- 7 "6t developments ' and tfends
"o 7: - which are full of dangerous

T potentialities’ and cannot but

. ‘cause grave -concern.

© -3 .. .. In this periog, two processes
AR * . have been in.evidence. The
relations with “ the - Socialist

world have developed and In-

- dia hag secured;valuable assis.

. tance" from thé*-Soviet Union

.~ _ assistance which has helped
N our country to broaden its in-
“oo % - dustrial base-and strengthen

- .. ously, there has been " heavy
import of foreign capital from

and in the private sector. Qur
official ‘foreign debts have in-

* - creased from Rs. 200 crores in
1955 to Rs. 825 crores jin-1959
.—of which the share of the

U. 8. Government and Ame-

= ) rican agencles comes to nearly

~the Third Plan, it is proposed
. to borrow over.Rs. 2,600 cro-
. "y res; a big part-of which is ex-
" pected to:come from the USA.

v'}iaymen't_'of loans already
contracted will .average Rs.
100 crores a year. ]

. Special note must be taken
of -loans under P.L. 480. In the
period. of the Third Plan
‘abolt 17 million tons of food-

will be imported.

-¢ Taking adventage of the
foreign exchange " -difficulties,

: * the World Bank . and other
i, .. ~American agencles =re cons-
e ... tantly . pressing . for great-
o er - facilities  for- ~ foreign
< private-- capital.. They de-
. mand curtailing of the pub-
. lc sector. Théy demand joint

versal of the condition that
control of - joint ‘concerns
should vest: in.Indian hands.
. ~While resisting -the pressure

India has. also- made -many
; _ ... concessions to it. . o
fi B . * “In regard to forelen private

ing the -pressure of forelgn

- -capitalists on many occaslons,

. -the -Government of India has

- - ~also- made, & large number of

-" - concessfons. It is reported that,

228 ‘schemes of ‘collaboration
“between Indian - big- business

and foreign monopolists have

- - been approved- in ' the first
.- nine months of 1980.

" These are dangefous. deve-
lopments. They mrean not

i ’ ©'. something worse. . When one
i . '+ . remembers the role that Ame-
* ;. .- rican’ imperialism. ' plays in

O . “today's world as-the bulwark

7.7 -of world reaction and as the
mainstay of colonialism, both

one can easily guess the pur-

" pose . for . :which - - American

--loans and’ “aid” are being
" . advanced and the forces they
are meant to strengthen. It is

. not accidentsl that the . grow- -

~. " th of "American< “aid” _has
been accompanied by increas-
_ing:pressure’ for concessions

which would create. “suitable .
- clirate” for forelgn private

- . Investment. .

.. ~. It should alsé be noted that
... - oll refineries -owned by Ame-
-+, .7 . " rican and British Oil Compa-

"+ . nles had the audacity to re-
o - - " fuse to refine crude. oil im-
- ported. by the Government of

: - India from the USSR at a-
much cheaper rate than was

. avallable' -from . imperialist

'ﬂ. " . .. sources. Prompt - and stern
R action was needed -against

Te " 'them 'in riational interest.
' - cPAGESIX | S

. and. other socialist countries, .

its” independence.- Simultane.-

" . the West, both in the public:

Rs. 600 crores.”And now, under -

- "Indo-Awerican ventures, - re- .

investment, too, while resist-' Sector,

merely economic drain’ but.

of the old and the new type, -

' POLITICAL RESOLUIION —

" But our Government
. not act as Cuba did.

. Forelgn . private capital,
mainly British, still controls
several vital -sectors of our
economy and nets colossal
. profits.. While being curbed in
certain spherés, it has grown
+in others. There has been an
overall increase in the book-
value of foreign private capi-
tal from Rs.. 256 crores in
-1948 to. Rs. 570 crores jn 1958,
" There is increasing trend to-
wards collaboration between
Indian big business and fore-
ign - private capital, even in
such industries as fertilisers.
- The Government is- giving .all
‘facilities for sich collabora-
tion and has, in practice, mo-
dified its- own .Industrial Po-
licy Resolution.- .

‘From all this, it would,
of course, be erroneous to
draw’ the conclusion that the
~-Government of India Is Je-
coming more and more sub-

Fayment of interest and re-' servient to imperialists or

that our independence is be-
ing bartered away. A conside-

- rable part of the rise in fore-

-ign private investments is due
to reinvestment of profits
earned in India. Moreover, In-
dian capital has grown at a
much faster rate, The Publie

grains worth  Rs. 608 crores” Sector has becom: a major

factor in our ‘economy.

" "Nevertheless, the links that
"are getting forged between
- Indian big business and their
counterparts "in imperialist

countries have to be viewed '

with apprehension, especially
in the context " of the new
strategy of imperialists.

'Imperlalists, above all Ame-
rican imperialists, are cons-

dared -
- /and pro-imperialist compra-

_economic

cious _‘that feudal elerh'ents

dore sections of the _bour-
geolsie lack . a broad - social

base in the country and can- . -

not, by themselves, halt the

advance of the people towards .

economic independence - and
full democracy. Hence,
imperialists strive to find new
allles, especially ' among the

rightwing of the national-

bourgeoisie. By utilising the
[ difficulties. which
the country faces and by play-
ing on anti-democratic sen-
timents, the imperialists seek
to forge alliance with the big
monopolists who wield: - enor-
mous economdc power and are
closely connected with many
leaders of the ruling party.

These sections - of the.bour--

geoisie, too, in their narrow
selfish interests, often adopt a
friendly attitude towards mo-

- nopolists in imperialist coun-

tries, strive to enter into col-
laboration with them, bring
pressure on the Government
to give them more and more
concessions. - )

This process, which has

been accelerated in recent
years, can be- ignored only at-

our peril. Strengthening for-

ces of reaction- In economic .

and social, political and ideo-
logical life, it holds out serious
threat to our economic ad-
vance, t0 our national inde-’
pendence and to democracy.
Our people must be made
conscious of this menace.
They must be roused to defeat
the atfempts of imperialists
who demand more = ‘conces-
sions, fight the reactionarles
who clamour for the entry of
more
combat the policy of the Go-
vernment which facilitates

this entry.

. The growth of the State
embracing strategic
industries such as iron and
steel, machine-building, coal,
oll, etc; has been ‘one of the
most welcome . developments
of the recent period. Never-
theless, the investnient in the
private sector - has been far
greater than what was tar-
-geted. - 'Heavy . concessions
- have been made to monopo-
lists even in respect of several
industries originally - schedul-
-ed for-the Public Sector, such
as aluminium and fertilisers.
The Public Sector is still far
from dttaining a command-
Ing position in our economy.

"Moreover, under the pressure

“of - monopolists and their
friends 'in the .- Government,
the proposal was made some-
time ago to sell shares of Pub-
lic ‘Sector industries to pri-
vate ' interests—.g ~ proposal
which,  In effect, amounts to
partial  “de-nationalisation”.

The people’ must see to ft
‘that In the interest of the
natipn'this- dangerous move
is totally defeated and never
made again. -

"It is also necessary to eli-
minate" corruption and mis-
‘management which discredit
the State Sector. It is neces-
sary to place the State Sector
on-a.democratic basis and
conduct it in such a manner
' as secures enthusiastic coope-
-ration from workers and the
general publie. All this is lack-
‘ing today. The Government's
methods of running the State
Sector, its, attitude - towards

s
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the workefs and towards Erl_—
ticism from the public leads
to waste and inefficiency, in-

tensifies strife " and conflict

and gives rise to public dis-
content—all of which are
utilised by enemies of the
State Sector.

Unemployment.

The employment situation
has registered no Improve-
ment, the total number of
unemployed at the end.of the
Second Plan is greater than it
was at its beginning. The Se-
cond Plan ainred at providing
eight million additional -jobs
outside agriculture. The .act-
ual achievement is estimated

. to be only 6.5 million. The

Third Plan will start with a
backlog of two million - un-

employed. If the entire Plan.

is put through, it will create
additional employment for 14
million, while the number of
new entrants in this period is
estimated to be 15 million,
This will add another one mil-
lon to the backlog of un-
employed. The total number
of under-employed in rural
and urban areas, according to
the sample survey,
ready reached.15 million. -

This inflicts = tremendous -

misery ‘on’ millions of our

working people and means a -

big loss of productive  power
and talent of the nation. .

-NEW AGE

the .

foreign capital -and

has al--

‘Semi-Stagnation In.

vance, our agrarian econimy
on which depend the. over-
-'whelming majority of our peo-
ple for. livelihood A and -which
contributes nearly half of our
national income, is in a state

of semi-stagnation. ° Agricul~ -

ture lags far behind the-re-
Quirements of India’s deve-
lopment. The rate_of increase
‘of agricultural output during
the first three years of India's
‘Second Plan was
‘per cent per annum. The total

-output of foodgrains increas- -

ed from 65.7 million tons in
1955-56 to 75 million tons in
1960-61 (anticipated). The re-
sult ‘of this meagre increase is

that India has to import an--

nually about three million,
tons of foodgrains under PL
480. - - L

The fluctuation of agricil-
tural-production.from ‘year to
year clearly indicates that our
peasants -are still helplessly
dependent upon weather—in
spite of the expenditure -‘of

about: Rs. 1,000 crores under,
the two Pldns. Only about 50"

per cent of the targets.of area
to be irrigated under the Se-
cond Plan through minor
irrigation works has been .at-
tained and not more than :5
per ‘cent of the ‘demand for
nitrogenous fertilisers is ex-

‘pected to be produced in our. .

country by 1960-61.

_ But the most important
factor behind .the failure to
‘step up agricultural . produc-
tion on a significant scale is
‘the fact that due to the Go-
vernment’s policy of compro-
mise with landlords, the rem-
nants of feudalism,”
" Weaker than before, have not

been abolished. The Govern- -

ment has-refused to carry out
such land reforms as would
glve land to the mass of pea-
sants. Even the recommenda-
“tions of. the Congress. - Agra-

rian Reforms Committee and-

of the Land Panel of the
Planning. Commission have
been, on ‘the major issue of
ceiling, disregarded. Semi-
feudal land relations zve.be-

land relations without aboli-

shing the "concentration of -

land in the hands of o few. A

small stratum - of rich and-

well-to-do-peasants his de-
rived some benefit but the
condition of the majority of

.Deasants -remaihs wretched -

and their productive energy
has not been unleashed. . The
failure to assure fair price to
the -peasants for agricultural
commodities, the monetary
burdens of taxes -of various
types and lack of expansion
of cheap rural credit have left
the peasants at the mercy of
grain monopolists, specula-
tors and prevented adequate
Anvestment in land. Due to
all this, agriculture continuss
to be the bottleneck . of our
planning, Therefore,. in spite
of the fact . that thero has,
been ‘an overall increase of
agricultural. produétion by

.. about 40 per cent in the last

ten years (a'considerable part

of which increase is admitted-

ly due to' better statistical

coverage), the rate of increase

{)sl neither- adequate nor sta-
e. . : : -

" The  much-talked-of Com-

only four.

" tural Labour {
mittee’s Report. By the end

_ children on

.10 Rs. 437 in  1956-57.

though .

ing sought to be -grudually.
transformed into capitalist -

- _A\gricult’ufe' N

Despite the industrial ad-

<

claimed, would achieve a non-
‘violent - revolution in rura)
areas, have been, on the

whole, a failure.

Instead of the mass of pea
sants getting ‘land, us wag
promised by the Congress, a
_characteristic phenomenon of
these years has been eviction

of peasants on a big scale in .

almost every State.

The agricultural workers
together with- their families
number over 70 million. Tha
-sharp deterioration that “has
taken place in their condition
in the recent period can be
seen from the Second Agricul-~
Enquiry Com-

of the First Plan, the ten--
dency to exploit child labour
had grown, employment- of
wages having in-
Creased. from 165 days in.a
year in 1950-51 to 204 days'in,
1956-57; on the other .hang,
casual adult male workers
were -unemployed for 138 days
in 1956-57 as’compared to 90
'days in 1950-51. The average

daily wage rate of adult male -
from 109 .

.workers ‘decreased
n.p. in 1950-51' to 96 np. in
1956-57; for adult women, the
rate. fell from’ 63 n.p. in 1950~
61 to0' 53 n.p. In 1956-57. ° The
average income of an agricul-

- _tural lahour household " de-~

clined from Rs. 447 in 1950-51
The
average accumulated debt -per
household increased from Rs,

47 to Rs. 88 in the same pe- -

Tiod, while the number of
households in debt rose from
-45 per cent to 66 per cent.

The agrarian policles fol-
lowed by the: Government
have not only hampered rapid

growth of agriculture, expan- .

sion of the internal market
and creation of a surplus with

which our economy could be .

Placed on a firm- foundation.
They have also had.adverse
effect on the political .and
soclal life of the country and

* hampered the growth of de-

mocracy. The landlords who,

despite the.curbs imposed on .
them, own vast areas of kand, .

in_alliance with the topmost
strata of rich peasants, .some
of whom have grown into a
New type of landlords, .use
heir economic power to domi-
nate rural life,
local officials, to control many
‘district boards, panchayats

-and cooperatives and exercise
.powerful pull over. the Gov- .

ernments in many'. States.
Acting in close cooperation
with profiteers, they create

. artificlal scarcity . and flcece

the rass of people. A large
number of them have joined
the Congress and strengthen-
-ed the forces of reaction.in-

‘side the ruling -party. Also in

several States,.théy have be--
come the spearhead of ex-

‘treme reaction, backing such -

‘parties as the Swatantra, Jan
Sangh -and-others, . .

.1t I3 evident, therefore, that
India’s economic development,
as well as the cause of Indian
democracy Tequire resolute
measures to abolish all rem-

niumiy De_velopﬁlent and
“other schemes which, it wag

have been such that,

to buy over
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out land reforms in the in-
terest of the peasantry. With-
out this, the living conditions
of .the vast majority -of our
people cannot be improved,
the problem of creation of in-

s .

- nants of feudalism and carry ternal resources  cannot be

solved, the basis of rapid in-

~dustrial advance - cannot be

Cbntraét __ Between

laid and democracy itself can-

not become real and effective

for the mafjority of our peo--
ple. ) o R

Wealth & Poverty

* The methods of the Gov-
ernment in raising resources
while
the main burden of develop-

‘ment has been laid on the
. common man, the main fruits

have been garnered by the
rich.-National income has in-
creased by 42 per cent during
the last ten years which is
considerably less than was ex-

pected. Per capita income wasg -

-to have grown by 25 per cent

235 the result of the two plans.
The actual growth has been
only ten per cent. ' Moreover,
where has this increased in-
come . gone? To those In the

- flelds, factories and offices

whose labour hag created this
extra wealth or to the para-
sitlc classes? The very fact
that such questions are asked
increasingly and the Govern-
ment itself has appointed a
Commission to find out the
answer shows how serious the.

. situation is. It constitutes a

devastating commentary on
the economic policies of the
Government and reveals cal-
lous disregard of the objec-

‘tive of reduction of disparity

of ‘income.
_ Through phenomenal in-

. crease In the burden of in-

direct taxes, through continu-
ous ‘mounting in prices of es-

gential goods, through virtual

wage freeze and other means
the income of the workers,

_peasants, toiling intelligent-

sla and other oppressed sec-
tions is kept at & miserably
low level, their share In the

. national income steadily de-

clines, while-at the same time
profits reach dizzy heights.

-Big business is enabled to

concentrate enormous wealth
in its hands, profiteers are.

" gllowed “to fleece the people

and-blow up fthe schemes for
State-trading in foodgrains.
The contrast between the

of the Congress and tha coun-
try. The relation between big
business in towns and land-
lords in villages, many local
Congress leaders and bureau-
cratic officials is growing ever
closer—curbing democracy,
corroding public life, reducing
administrative efficiency. ’

-A number of 'progresslvé

.measures "have been announ-

ced but "~ due to the pull of

.reactionary vested interests-

on the Government and - also
the Government’s policy of

-exclusive reliance on the bu-

reaucratic machinery, these
are 'often implemented in

-such a way as to defeat.their.

very -object. Huge budgetary
allocations for -soclal sarvices
and community and other de-

velopments are often_spent in -

a wasteful way and in such &
manner as to strengthen the

.Dbositlon of the ruling party

and even factional groups in-

side it. v

- the people.

wealth of the few and  the .

poverty of the many has, ins-
tead of diminishing, .grown
more glaring than ever. -

- ‘the_same

Monopoly ™ has grown at a -

- fast pace in the last few years.

It is estimated that only ten

top -business houses  control.

between themselves 67 per
‘cent of the total paid up capl-
tal of- all companies.

The enormous increase in
the power of big business and
its. close links - 'with ‘many
Congress leaders have facili-
tated the growth of corrup-

tion on a vast scale. Charges

of misuse of the public funds
for partisan purposes of the
ruling party or group are be-
Ing levelled In every State.

_ Conflicts inside the Congress

over spoils of office. have
grown sharper and more in-
tense than ever, leading to
‘virtual split in Uttar"
_desh, one of the main strong-
holds of the Congress. . In

. many States, reactionary ele-

ments who had nothing to do
with the national movement
and who even opposed it, have
come to control .the

M ass "
Discontent .

‘And Popular -

Struggles

It is not surprising, there-
fore, that despite the relative.
progress which our industries
have made and despite a cer--
tain amount of strengthening
of national economy, the Plan
evokes little interest amcng
The dominant
mood is one of discontent and
frustration. L,

As a result, the mass enthu-
siasm that existed when the
country attained- freedom has
been dissipated.. The 1aasses
who are under the influence -
of the Congress suffer from
hardship as the
masses following other parties.
Many of their hopes have
been belied by the- actual
practice of the Congress Gov-
ernment. Many members of. _
the Congress and considerable
-sections of the mass following
of the Congress are becoming

- incteasingly critical of their

Pra-

own léaders and of the Gov-
ernment, :

Inevitably, strife and cén—
flicts, instead of lessening,
have grown continuouslg._

No one: could expect that
the massés would take all this
lying down. Thé period sirice
the last Congress of our Party
has witnessed numerous act-
ions’ of the people all over the
country . and & number of -
major struggles—such- as the
strike of the workers in the
steel city of Jamshedpur, the
food satyagraha in U.P. the
anti-betterment levy struggle
in Punjab,.the food struggle .
in Punjab, the food struggles

Iocal “in West Bengal, the anti-tax
Congress Committees, pushing- satyagraha

in' Bihar, the._

aside honest  veterans who struggle of the landless agri-
gave their lives to the service cultural workers ln Maharash-
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tra, the peasants’ struggle in
West Bengal for proper imple-~
mentation of ceilings, the all-
India strike of the Central

Government - empolyees—the

first of its kind in-Irdia. In
many of these struggles, mass-

‘es following all parties stood

together and fought together.

Some of-these struggles em:-
braced lakhs of people .and
assumed statewide dimen-
slons. They revealed the deep
discontent of the masses at
their growing misery ‘and
their readiness to fight. They
also showed the spontaneous
support and sympathy that
people fighting for just de-
mands get from the broad de--
mocratic masses. On a num-
ber of occasions, the Govern-
ment was forced to retreat.

In the context of rising dis-.
content against the ruling
party and its policles, it was
but natutal that the Commu-
nist-led . Government of Ke-

rala, the greatest single pro- -

duct of the democratic move-
ment since the attainment of
freedom,. became a rallying
point of the hopes and aspi-
rations of the masses’ By its
resolute ‘defence of the inte-
rests of the people, In face of

heavy difficulties and under
continuous attack from vested
‘interests and  the
and other parties, the Kerala
Government not only streng-
thened its base among the
toiling masses of Kerala but
also had' powerful .impact on
the people of other States—
discrediting. - the Congress
. Governments,” giving rise to
the demand that these Gov-
ernments should do what the
. Kerala Government was doing,
heightening - the prestige of
the Communist Party, draw-
ing people towards it. Many
Congressmen 2lso in all States
who are not supporters of the
Conimunist Party, watched
with sympathy and goodwill
how the Communist-led Ke-

. rala Government was serving

the people. Kerala was acce-
lerating the process of mass
radicalisation.-

The. results” of many by-
elections and local elections
are also an indication of the
dissatisfaction of the people
with the ruling party>—-though
this dissatisfaction where de-
mocratic ‘forces are weak,
often gets utilised - by reac-
tionary, opportunist and un-
scrupulous elements.

.

Logic_ Of

Their _

_Policies

Despite the growihg dis-

content. of large sections of
People, Including its own fol-
‘lowers the Congress Govern-
ment has refused to change
its policies. The logic of these

- policies, combined with reac-

tionary pressure, both from
inside and outside the Jon-
gress has led to a shift to-
wards the " right . on- many
issues. The difficulties’ which
the Plan was facing were
sought to. be overcome by
making more concessions to
foreign private capital and to
Indian big business. Land-

lords were sought to be ap-.

peased by not implementing
the Nagpur decisions in a
proper way. In Orissa, a
Coalition Government wss
formed in alliance with: the
feudal Ganatantra Parishad.
Brutal repression was let loose

to suppress the struggles of

the people—over 80 persons
being killed in” Calcutta dur-
ing the food ‘movement and
over 21,000 being arrested dur-
ing the Central Government
employees’ strike. Every effort
was made to utilise the dis-
pute between India and China
in order to divert mass atten-
tion fromr burning problems
and mount a viclous and sus-
tained attack on the Commu-
nist Party—the spearhead of
the democratic movement. -

But on no issue was the
cynical disregard by the ruling
party of . every democratic
principle seen so clearly as its
attitude towards . the - Com-
munist-led Kerala Govern-
ment. - The attitude adopted
by many leaders of the Cen-
tral Government  towards Ke-

rala was openly hostile from-

the - very beginning and this
hostility. mounted as time

‘passed. ‘Finding that the Ke-
rala Governrrent was winning

popularity, both inside Kerala,
and outside, and the contrast

: between it and the Congress

Government was - becoming
ever more glaring, the leaders
of the ruling party, including
Prime Minister Nehru, threw
overboard all the principles
they had hitherto professed.
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In alllance with forces of cas-
teilsm and communalism-—the
reactionary " leaders of the
Catholic Church, the Nair
‘Service Society and the Mus-
lim League—and backed by
the disgruntled leaders of the
Praja ~Socialist Party, the
Cotigress launched a violent
campaign in Kerala and later
utilised the chaos and distur-
bances created by this cam-
paign as-the pretext to dismiss
the constitutionally-elected
Kerala Government. It was an
eloquent demonstration of the
extent to which the ruling
party could go in . order to
restore its monopoly of power.
. . The powerful all-India cam-
.paign that developed. in de-
fence of Kerala Government
and the mighty demonstra-
tions that took place in every
area- against -its dismissal
were convineing proofs of the
beople’s appreciation of what

e Government had done
during its 28 months of office
and their resentment against
the . Central Government’s
action. The fact that in the
mid-term elections that fol-
lowed, the Communist Party
~and its allles “-polled many

more votes- than before, effec- -

tively nalled down the. lie
which formed the basis of its
dlsso_ lution. .

It is to be noted that the
opportunist -policy of the rul-
ing party’s- compromise with

forces of casteism and com--
munalism is-bearing its evil’

fruit. Congress attitude to-
wards' the 'Muslim League
in Kerala has given .po-
werful impetus to Mus-
lim communalism .in many
States. Hindu commurial reac-
tion, already active and voci-
ferous, uses this as a pretext
to strengthen itself further:

With no positive and rous-
ing programme with which to
. maintain “the unity of the
Congress and to strengthen
its mass base, with factional
squabbles corroding It from
within and assuming alarm-
ing ' proportions in several
States, there _is increasing
tendency on the part of many

Congress -

. give adequate

Congressmen to resori to ap-
peals based on caste and
community. -Sometimes; pro-
vincial passions are roused by
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‘rival factions in order to dis-

- credit the ruling group—lead-

ing to ghastly tragedies as in
Assam. Due to. the position

that the Congress occupies in
‘the political life of the coun-

try, these pernicious practices

on the part of many . of its -

leaders: set the pattern and
are imitated by other parties.
Ideas ' of secularism,  of

nationalism, of unity of the- :

country—ideas fostered by
the Congress in the days when
it fought the British are be-
coming weaker. Sometimes

such economic policies of the ° -

Lo

Government as tend to per-

petuate and even accentuate

the economic ‘disparity * ot

different regions, also streng-
then provineial animosity.

Rise Of N
Right Reaction:
Together with the streng-

thening of the rightwing in-
side’ the Congress, the forces

of extreme reaction have now .

established ‘an -open indepen-~
-dent . political party of their
own, the
Comprising within its ranks g
number of ‘big landlords and

Inonopolists, ex-Generals, for-.

mer Princes, disgruntled poll-
ticlans and

men, the Swatantra Party has
nevertheless acquired; in-some

parts’of the country, a certain - -

amount of respectability, due
to the leadership of Sri Raja-
gopalachari.

tionary ‘parties. The wide gulf

SBwatantra’ Party, ~

American Lobby- -

-1t I8 trying to
link itself up with other reac- -

that separates the actual pra~ ’

ctices of the Congress from its
many noble declarations, the
growth of factionalism . and
intrigues In Congress Com-
mittees, the ‘blatant. way in
which the machinery of the
State and its funds are often.
used to serve the interest of
the Congress Party - or its
dominant group, give rise to
revulsion and disgust among
the people. At the same time,
the Communist Party ang the
genuine democratic. forces are
too weak in

the popular discontent, . to

rally the people ang. wage an
fight against . the
of the -
Government. Such g situation -
ltlealps parties like the Swatan- .
ra. . :

effective

anti-people policies

The Right inside the ‘Con-
gress feels emboldened by.the
formation of the: Swatantra
Party. . The Swatantra finds
powerful . allies

immediate aim of both is to
push the Congress further to
the Right. -

¢

many areas to- -
expression to. -

1 among .the .
Right inside the Congress. The .

Striving to bulld itself up .-
as the “main party of oppo~

sition” ‘so that its capacity to
pressurise the Congress may
increase, the Swatantra Party
skilfully utilised the popular
discontent against the, Gov-
ernment. It argues that the
shortage of foodgrains is due

to the “killing of incentive” -

of “agriculturists” by agrarian
reform and .the slogan of co-
operation, that the high pri-
ces of industrial 'goods are
due to “burdens” on the in-
dustry in the formr of high
taxes. It thunders against

corruption, waste and ineffi- -

clency in Government enter-
prises in order - to discredit
the’ Public Sector. - It openly

’ +* SEE OVERLEAF
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- 'such as India’s’
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.+ ;ssalls India’s foreign policy -
-“on the .plea that this policy

~-has left us:“without friends”
‘and advocates -a. “defence

-+ -pact” with Pakistan.
- “Enjoying the support-of Im-

. perialists, - backed by many

feudal elements and some’ of
- the most reactionary. big busi-
nessmen ‘and oftén’ acting in
close cooperation with com-
- munal - parties, " as well ‘as

reactioriary elements irnside

. - the :Congress who. are rightly
/. called “velled Swatantraites”,
the Swatdntra Party tries to
‘combat-the growing influence
of Socialist ideas and . of- the
Communist Party. It assails
. all the positive gains - which
- the nation has made: since
“the ‘achievement of freedom—
1 independent
foreign- policy, the growth of.
the Public Sector, the forma-
tion of ‘linguistic States, ete..
. It attatks Nehru and those
o closest to him. > In alliance
" -with ‘other forces  of Right
reaction, It seeks to. modify
Indian ' foreign “policy - and
".gives It " a pro-imperialist
orlentation; create feelings of-
‘hostility” against . Soclalist

cles: of the Government. give
rise to mass discontent and
this discontent in the absence
- of a strong Comrhunist P-rty
in ‘'many parts of the. couutry
and the weakness - and dis-
unity of the democratic forces,
" i3 utilised by forces of right
reaction for-its- own consoli-
dation. -

Right reaction constitutes a
growing menacé to our inde-
pendent foreign policy, to con-
solidation and strengthening

-of our national = fréedom, to

..democracy. ‘The extent and

.gravity of the menace cannos
" bé assessed by mere reference
-to the strength of the Swa-
tantra = Party . or communal
parties like the Jan Sangh.
Right reaction consists not
-anerely of - these parties but
- hag powerful supporters and-
representatives in key posi-
tions-in the .country’s econo-
mic life, in the administration
apd military. apparatus and
inside the ruling party itself
—even at the highest ‘levek.
Its slogans are supported by
many of the biggest news-
. papers. The. Government's
" policy 'of heavy- concessions to

e States, belittle the significance. the vested interests is conti-

.of economic assistance given
‘by tHem; discredit and whit-
- tle: down. the Public Sector;

L sabotage all-agrarian reforims;

- undermine and
, MOCTRey.” . .
. The  Jana Sangh, which
- gpearheads - the - forces " of
" 'Hindu communalism, has-be-~

‘weaken de-

~- ‘come more active. than ‘ever..
- - In several areas,

especially

nuously emboldening it, while
. the increase of dissatisfaction
among the masses forms the
_ fertile ground -for .its expan-
- glon, Moreover,"the anti-Com-
munist -campalgn indulged in
by Congress leaders, including
‘Prime Minister Nehru, diverts
attention of.people from the
menace and alds its growth.
Fissiparous and separatist

Hiridi-speaking- areas, it seems tendenicies: based on caste,

.to'have increased its strength,-

community, province-and re-

s making some headway. even .glon have grown apace in re-

‘among the youth - and- the.
students. It is. responsible’ for
& number of anti-Muslim riots.
that have taken place In re-

cent years—the most ghastly
of them being the recent car-
. nage that took place in Jabal-

pur, Saugor and other places -

in Madhya Pradesh. ‘While

- Prime Minister Nehru has de-

* nounced. these riots 'in the
" sharpest terms, it is a nolori-

. - ous fact that quite a number ™~
-, of local Congress leaders were

- sympathetic towards the-riot-
ers; many others were apathe-
tic and did-nothing to check

- it .and many- police: officials
“directly or indirectly. " aided

i. - the hooligans. In Punjab, the

Akalis, as well as Hindu com-
‘munalists,.have succeeded in

. ‘sharply, dividing big: sections.

" -of people
Unes. } o
. 'These developments which

~along’ communal

cent years. They threaten one
of the most precious heritages
of our freedom. ' movement—
the ‘unity of the nation. Pa-
“ triotic elements belonging to
all parties afe deeply worried
by these phenomens.

To a great extent the res-
ponsibility for this lies on the
. Congress. In the past, nation-
al unity was achieved on the
basis of the objective of na-
tional independence. After in-
dependence, this unity could
be ‘maintained -

- forward on the basis of a pro-
- gramme of radical reforms to
. complete -the democratic Te-
.volution—nationalsation of
. foreign capital, land to the
tiller, restriction of monopoly,
. improvement in' the condition
of the people-and so on. But
in the narrow class interest of
-~ the bourgeoisie, the Tongress
failed to carry out such 2

are creating :“conditions of consistent programme. Many

- ‘grave. peril for our

country. of its measures gave rise to
and-our people - are. neither profound

‘discontent  and

‘tor’

- fortuitous nor inevitable; They frustration.. They are being
are the Tesult of a number of utilised by:reactionary, sepa-
- factors. Firstly, - the national  ratist and disruptive forces to
bourgeoisie, the ruling class,, assail national unity.
while being objectively inter- It can be seen from the
-ested in independent -econo- foregoing that -the situation
qmic ' development, - pursues we are facing, is extremely
. policies of compromiss with- complex and full of contradic-
anti-national vested interests, tory features. - -
and, when - its leadership is . First: ‘Our industries have
challenged seriously by -the -.registered advance, but at a
Conimunist Party and demo- raté which, taking Into ac-
cratic forces; as happened in . count our needs, s slow and
Kerald, tends to lean on reac- halting. * Agri¢ulture, on the
" . tionary forces- for support. whole,” continues to be in a
- Also, in the' name of ensuring state of semi-stagnation and
- “stability but really-in order to dependent on the vagaries of
. . maintain itself -in power at 'the monsocon..
" . 'all :costs and by all means, Second: Economic relations
. "the Congress- enters into all with the Soclalist world, above
' sorts. of .opportunist alliances all,- with the USSR, have
. —as with- ‘the Ganatantra ~grown, enabling us to build
Parishad in Orissa " and the several industries which are

- Akalls. in-Punjab. Secondly, vital for, the consolidation of

. the policies of the Congress, our national independence. At
in so far as-they curb to some - the .same time, the Govern-
extent the interests of forelgn ment has contracted and iIs

- and internal reaction,’engen: contracting heavy loans from

.+ der conflict between them and -the imperialist - countries
-and the national bourgeeisie.. headed.by the USA. Collabo-
" Thirdly, the anti-people poli- ration between Indian big
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business and forelgn capital
is growing.

Third: - The Public;Sector
has become an important fac-
in our economy. But
simultaneously, there ‘has
been enormous growth . of
monopoly and of concentra-
tion of economic power in the
hands of the big monopolists.

Fourth: Feudal relations
are being curbed but the main
benefit goes to a narrow stra-
tum of rich peasants. More-
over, landlords” remain ‘a
powerful force and have step-
ped up their activities.

Fifth: The economic ad-
vance registered has been
achieved by methods “which-
have imposed colossal bur-
dens on the people - and
enriched the richer classes,
both in cities and in rural
areas. Unemployment, figures
have continued to mount.

Sixth: Misery has grown
among the working- class,.
toiling peasants and intelli-
gentsia, giving rise to nume-
rous struggles in which people
have displayed militancy,
heroism and will to fight. But
due to many factors, such as
disunity of popular forces,
disruptive role of rightwing
Socialists, inability of the
working class to act on a na-
tional-political plane, weak-
ness of peasant organisations
and our own fallure to con-
duct a sustained nation-wide
campalgn, the democratic
movement, despite - . ihese
struggles, remains  weak
and is unable to win major
demands. R

Seventh: Our influence

among the people has increas-

. ed in- the majority of States,.

but we are still’ far from be-
coming the decisive factor in
the political life of our coun-

Eighth: Popular discontent -
Is being used, in many areas,
by parties of religious fanati-
cism which have become more
active, and blatant than be-
fore. Tendencies of casteism,
communalism and provincia-
lism have become mrore pro-
nounced, Fissiparous- and
disruptive trends are fa.st‘
growing. T -

- Ninth: Forces of extreme
Teaction have formed an.open
political party, the Swatantra
Party, which assails. ~India’s
foreign policy,- public sector,
land reforms, etc. The -Swa-
tantra Party very often acts
in close- collaboration - with
parties of communal reaction,
the rightwing - leadership of
the PSP and rightists’ inside
the Congress. )

Tenth: The basic policies of -
the Nehru Government ’re-
main as before, national bour-
geois policies—both in ~ the
external and internal sphere.
At the same time, the rightists
have tightened their grip over
‘the Congress organisdtion and
are striving to move the Go-
vernment to the right. Many
of their attempts have been
resisted. Sharp conflicts over
policies ‘have arisen inside the
Congress, but also on many
issues they have succeeded in
bringing about some shift to
the right. .

ANTI-DEMOCRATIC

TRENDS

Closely linked with -the

strengthening of the position

of the Right in the Congress
and the growth of reaction in

our political life is the pheno- -

menon of increase of authori-
tarian ‘and anti-democratic
tendencies. The arbitrary -dis-
missal of the Kerala Govern-
ment was a blow not only
against the Communist Party

but against Indian democracy, -

against democratic norms and
practices. Since then the ideo-
logical-political offensive aga-
inst democracy has gathered
momentum. 8edulous propa-
ganda goes on that
mentary democracy is not
suited to India’. Praja“Socia-
lists and Swatantraites with
the tacit support of Rightwing
Congressmeen backed . Thim-
mayya’s move. But for the
firm stand taken by Nehru,
they would have succeeded in
removing .the Defence Minis-

ter and that success . would

have marked the dangerous
intrusion of the military in
political affairs. Recently, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad openly made
the astounding suggestion

that the President of the Re--

public should not be a -mere
constitutional head but should
have real powers. 8Sri San-
jeeva Reddy, the Congress
President, in his Presidential
Address at the Bhavnagar
Sesslon, suggested that direct
elections to the State Assem-
blies and Parliament should
be given up. All these are
ominous pointers—especially
if we bear in mind what has

happened ' in many countries .

in recent years—the - latest
instance being the establish-
ment of a regime of dictator-
ship in Nepal. .

Complacency based on ‘the

assumption that “such.things .
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“parlig-

© They would like

“Disunity Of =

Democratic
Forces

"+ The situation that has
grown in the.country.is caus-.
ing re-thinking amoang many
honest supporters, members
and even leading cadres of the
Congress. They nre alarmed
by the growing at*ack on the
progressive
- the last-13 yéars and the at-
femipt to take the country.
“back. They have seen- the
proud position which : India
has acquired as the result of
her foreign policy and they"
want that policy to continue.
They-detest the fact that Big
Business grows ever powerful,
corrupts our social and poli--
tical life and they dialike the
concessions. being made to it.
the publie
sector to grow rapidly. They

2

achievements “of -

expected honest. implementa- .

tion of the Nagpur resolution

on ceilings and State trading
in foodgrains and were disagz-
pointed when this did rot

happen. Many of them do not

desire the Congress - to have
alllance with forces .of feudal
and communal reaction and
are unhappy over the growth
of casteism. Quite 2 number
of them were critical of Con-
gress tactics in Kerala. They-
would like .parliamentary de-
mocracy to be preserved. It

is true- that these views have -

not crystallised into a ‘clear-
cut platform. Vacillations and.
inconsistencies dre to be-séen
quite often in’their practice.

-Some, for ‘example, who- take

a progressive stand = on one -
matter fail to take 'a simflar
stand on another. While de-
testing- factional " squabbles
inside the Congress, they very.
often fail to see ' its political
ropts. ~Moreover, the.leader-
ship of the Congress tries to

.allay their discontent by de-

magogy about Soclalism, by
talks of the responisbilities of
the ruling party and the need

to preserve the unity of the -

Congress in face ‘of attack by
opposition parties and, atove
all, by appeals

ty to Nehru. = .

Nevertheless, however, vaci-
llating and inconsistent these’
members and supportets of
the Congress may be, they
must not be placed ‘in the

same category as Right reac- -

tion—whether. inside or out-
side the Congress. Essentially
they are progressive. The pro-
cess-of rethinking that has
started among. them is not

fortuitous. The growing radi- -

calisation of our people and

the increasing discontent and
frustration generated by the i
Government’s anti-people po--

licies. could not but have their

impact inside the Congress as -

o ) . . " well. The,increasing grip of
cannot happen here”  would .

be ‘utterly unwarranted. . Not
merely do reactionary forces;"
profoundly anti-democratic in
their outlook, occupy imnort-
ant strategic positions in the
economie, soclal and poltical
life of the country but -many-
bolicles of the .- Government,
breeding widespread = frustra-
tion, are creating those very
conditions in which the peo-
ple become apathetic and ac-
quiesce in the establisnment -
of anti-democratic regimes ag -
a supposed “way-out”, as a
“remedy” for the worsening
conditions of life, bureaucratic
callousness to .their .needs,
-rampant corruption and other
evils, - N ’

the vested interests, the in-.

flux of landlords and other
reactionary elements into the
Congress, the growth of cor-
ruption and the decline of
those values which the Con-
gress once cherished, the re-
sort to oppression and repres-
_slon of the people, the never-
ending wrangle over offices
and patronage—all” this com-
bined with the impact of the
riass movemens$ -gives rise.to
disllusionment and differen-
tiation ‘inside the
Conflicts arise over policles,
conflicts which though yet in
an elementary stage,  some-
times find expression in ‘spee-

* ches in the-State Assemblies .
. and Parliament. -

But by themselves, these

progressive forces are too un--
organised and weak to make

an. irpact on Congress poli-
cies. They tend to rely. too
much on - Prime Minister
Nehru and feel helpless when

. he ' ‘compromises .. with - the .

Right. They. sometimes. suc-
ceed in getting progressive re-
solutions adopted by the Con-
gress, but are unable to- get
even these resointions imple-
nm:ented. Anti-Conmununism to
which many of thein *.ave suc-
cumbed also prevents  them
from .cooperating wich the

most powerful and organised -

democratic: forces in the coun-
try In order
strong movement. .

As for the Praja. Socialist
Party which still wields con-
siderable influence in some

. States,-its leadership has be-
come more and -more Oppor-
- tunist. It joined hands with
‘the Congress and the Muslim
League to overthrow the Com-
munist-led - Kerala "Govern-
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based on loyal-

Congress. |

.- reconstruction _ -

to develop. & - Premises,

The wofld'-Widg celebration of the ceriténary of.

-the birth of Rabindrana

Tagore represents, in a

manner that is almost unique, the homage of man-
kind to the memory of a towering artistic figure. To
us in India, it means a great deal more, It is a heart-

ing reminder that even in conditions of colo-

" nialisme half

agore’s life was lived in the nineteen-

. th century which seems today an acon away—India’s
. creative spirit could not be quenched.- :

I'I‘~ls anoccasion. for .us to
recall also that ‘Rabindra-

- -nath Tagore, without ever be-
Ing what is called a-man of

religion or of politics, edrned .

the love and reverence of cur
People—a phenomenon that
cannot. be, explained only in

terms of his genius as artist .

- but becomes clear enough in
view of what he felt and did

ple.

the. woild’s great ' interna-
tionalists, .but for India he
had a special feeling which,
above all things, - accounts
~ for the gennine popular en-
- thusiasm over the cente..

Massive And
Versatile

His artistic production, in a
Ufe' of four score years, was

© massive and versatile in a
© manner that Is nothing short

of amazing. Known primarily -

for his poetry, he wrote an
Immense amount of prose—
novels, short stories, essays,
letters, ete.—and on an asto.,

. -nishing variety of subjects. -

His plays, with a certain
penchant for symbolism, have -

a high place in Bengali writ-

‘ing. And his music was.a con-
.tinuous and golden stream-—

he wrote some two thousand -

‘-and five hundred songs, set~
ting most of ‘them to musie, -

- which touch every gamut of
the emotions and celebrate
. the joy and the pain and. ihe
sheer sublimity of the life
around us.

" ‘When nearly'-seven.ty. he
turned his hand to paintings,

. and was hailed by the world

as a master—things which he
- could not shape in words were
~ strikingly shown in a hither-
to unaccustomed medium.
Philosophy claimed him .as
her own; pedagogues .saw in-
‘him a master; tasks of rural
drew  him
strongly; the call of “the
- home and the world” -never
failed to elicit his response.
He was a myriad-minded man,
if ever there was one—-a man,
magnificent in" ‘every way,
who symbolised the greatness
" of our India. .

Evaluation of his artistic

" work has often been attempr.

ed on the most' inadequate
.Most of what he
wrote has not been translated

"~ ~and meany of the fransla-
. tlons, perhaps. because our

‘poetry- does not easily yield

" her secret in allen vestments, .

have been rather inept.. What
in 1912-13-intoxicated poets.
like’W. B..Yeats and Ezra
Pound and won Tagore the
Nobel Prize—his work in the
“Gitanjall” phase—represents
only a small part of his work,
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for his country and his peo-

He was, of/conrse; -.o_ne of.

"which, in his aflluence, )
could well afford. On the con- -

In the last ten great years of
“his life, with a capacity for
ascending new heights which
1s nothing short of a miracle,
he wrote with power and pas.

sion on themes that were new: -

but very little, indeed, of this

translated.

.. To those who do not know
Bengall,- he might, fromi the
usually  available
translations; appear as an In.
dian Maeterlinck, but it is a
facile view, ignorant of the
amount of steel and conerete
in the making of Tagore, and
essentially unfajr. It 15 a

hang-over of this understand-.

ing which has led -recently to

- certaln disrespectful pronoun- -

cements made in.reputable
Eglish journals. . Our peéople
in India, however, even when
they are unaware of Tagore's
mwany-sided work In Bengall,
have had an instinctive grasp
of the greatness and grandeur
- of his work.

Glorious
Invo!vement

Born in a extraordinarily
gifted family and brought
up. comparatively speaking,
in luxury, Tagore might very '
well, with his artistic pro.
pensities, have chosen .to
live in an “ivory tower” of

" his.own. From a very young

age, howeevr, he Was acutely
-conscious “of his “ environ-
ment and was inevitably
drawn towards the -coun-
‘try’s ache for freedom..

He ‘hds written %m re-
miniscences of the influences
brought to bear on Lim in
this regard.:In his early teens
‘he wrote of his angnish at
the “politics of mendicancy, of-
petitions " and supplications”,
which prevatled at that time,
Perhaps his’ first public “ap- -
pearance was at the “Hindu -

" Mela” (started 1867) in Cal.

cutta, where as a- young boy

he recited a patriotic compo-
sition of his own. : ’

- In the -circle of his family
and its friends there were
People who felt keenly the
agonies of subjection, and the
young Tagore . responded to
the atmosphere. His Upani-
shadic training ‘did not drive
him to philosophic aloofness
he

trary, he became cheerfully
Involved in the life of the
beople, and to the end this
glorious involvement conti-
nued. .

It will be riews to many that
when the Indian . national
Congress (founded 1885) held
its first session in Caicutta in
1886 it was’ Rabindranath, -
then a young man of twanty-

-five, who' sang'  an opéning

song of his own- composition. -

decades’ writing has been.

" English -
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A few years later, at another
Congress fneeting .in Calcutta,
he set to music Bankim Chan.
dra- Chatterjee's -~ famous
Vande Mataram hymn and

sang it himself. Incidentally, .

‘he had a wonderfully sweet
and resonant voice, and his
singing, to those who have
heard it, remrains & cherished
treasure. ‘'When the Bengal
Provinclal = Conference: was
first held, it was this poet, al-
ready nationally reputed, who

‘took the chalr,

The Swadeshi
Phase '

In the preparation of the
“Swadeshi” movement in Ben.
_'gal and in its - conduct - for
some time—the first big phase,

- indeed, of ‘our national strug-
gle—Rabindranath had g
large, and significant, share,
Later, - certain

hurt him badly and alienated
him, but he never chose to be
aloof. [ o
When before the Calcutta
. Congress of 1917, the so-called
“moderates” tried to prevent
“the’ election to the chair of
Mrs. Annie Besant, on account
of her reputation of being
rather radical, it was Tagore
who came forward openly in
her support.: Indeed, one of
the grand documentaries of
our national movement is g
magnificent portrait by
Gaganendranath - Tagore of
the Poet, in his fiowing robes,’
addressing -the enormous
Congress audience of 1917.
- These facts "are littlc
known, but everyone knows,
of course, that when ‘the
Jalianwala Bagh massacre
(April  1919) took place,
Rabindranath Tagore re-
nounced the Knighthood .
which Government had con-
ferred on him in recogni-
tion. of his Nobel Laureate.
ship, and sent to the then
Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, a°
letter of great. dignity which
. symbolised the - angnish of
India and her indomitable
sense of national self-res.
- pect. - -
During - the “Swadeshi”
phase - of - his life, Tagore
wrote essays and poems and

: songs which were superb, He-

would .address meetings,  for-
mulated schemes of social re.
construction, explain- them

. DPatlently, participate in Ppro-

.cesslons, and rouse what he
always deeply believed in, the
‘spirit of his people. The songs
that he wrote are perhaps un-
equalled; they not oniy wren-
ch ‘the heart-strings. for.a-
moment but are profoundly
moving, and in a manner -
which i3 entirely free of chau-

Citizan 0i

‘The World

Nearest to his. heart = were
the ‘sights and sounds- of his -
native Bengal, but he was

-brought up in a spirit- that.

was pan-Indian—~no wonder
he was preeminently the type
that, while true to one’z own
soll, was citizen of the world.
It was, Indeed, no accident

NEW AGE -
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pettinesses,.
perhaps inevitable .in Dpolitics, -

. example,
. repeated - prognastication in

i by HIREN
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that free Indli’s natlonal an.

them, and hundreds of soul.
_stirfing patriotic songs, came
from this organ-voice of our
ancient land..

Sick of the banalities of the
system of education imposed
on India, Rabindranath had
started a school In his father’s
retreat at Bolepur—the fam.
ous Shantiniketan, where boys
and girls were taught in their
mother.tongue and in the
free and open surroundings
of nature. All the money that
Tagore could lay his hands
upon, includidg the Nobel
Prize, went to the making of
- this enchanting school (where
Gandhi sent his children and
Nehru his daughter) and it
was out of this nucleus that
there grew, at Tagore’s inspi-

ration, the international uni-

versity, “Visvabharati”, “where
the world becomes a single
-nest” (Yatra visvam bhava.
tyekaneedam), .
Visvabharati was founded
about the time that Gandhijt
started his non-cooperation
. ‘movement, and therz scemed
for a time to be some rlash
of principle between the two
‘master-minds of our country.
.Fundamentally, however, they
were at one, though the nega.
-tive aspects of non-coopera-
tion pained the poet.

Gandhbi And
Tagore

Some of Gandhiji’s marne-
risms ' also irritated him
strongly. = He could not, for
stomach Gandhiji’s

1921 that if only everyhody
span for half ‘an hour every
dzy, “Swara]” would be z:hie-
-ved in a matter of months.
This seemed to the poet a
most . unscientific approach—

Incidently, he had often writ-

ten on scientific themes—and
also ethically unacceptable.
Swaraj was not an objec.
tive to be cheaply won, and
so the poet said frankly
that just as he would not
worship the feet of a “pan.’
da” (priest) on being told
that he would thereby earn
the right to heaven, so he
would not, without examin.
ing, take Gandhiji at¢ his
word and spin away in the
faith that Swaraj would just
follow. When the whole
country was moved deeply
by Gandhi’s magic, it was a
good job, indeed, that the -
cold, clear voice of reason
was heard as Tagore coura-
geously spoke up against his
great friend. S
The magnificent controversy
in - September-October 1921,
between Gandhi and Tagore,

- over the question of the de.
" mohnstrative burning of fore-

ign cloth, deserves to be parti-
cularly recalled. It was then
that Gandhi called the Poct
“the Great Sentinel”, and the
two wrote, superbly as only
they could—Rolland,  In his
life of Gandhi, calls the Poet’s
letters “a poem of sunlight”,
while Gandhi’'s answer was
the spectre of the people’s
misery obtruding in the world
of art; “Dare -deny me exist-
ence?” It is a-themo worth
writing volumes about but
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Pperhaps it is too much to hope
that our attention will' be
Droperly drawn to this stupen.
dous chapter of our. recent
history, the deep and great
friendship between our two
- greatest men. .
How significant it is to re-
“call that while the Iriendship
never faded—who can ever
forget such fond scenes as
Tagore at the bedside of
Gandhi, singing bhajans and
- offering a drink of orange
at the end of a hunger.strike?
—the Poét would never hesita-
te to castigate when Gandhi,
. he felt, was wrong! In 1934,
when Gandhi attributed the -
Bihar earthquake to the sins -
of Biharis, Tagore was aghast -
and plainly told Gandhi how
preverse his verdict was.

Tireless |
Pilgrimage

The tireless pilgrimage of -
the ageing poet from coun-
try in East and West was a
moving spectacle, and whe.
fther received with open -
,8rms ‘or—as sometimes .
happened in the West—with

* hostility and a patronising
sneer, there was a growing' -
awareness that Tdgore’s
mission mattered to the
world intensely.

In March 1929, a Koumin.
tang paper gave its lunatic
‘reaction that “the doctrines
and principles held by Dr.
Tagore were just as dangerous -
and pernicious as those of
Karl. Marx.” An American -
Customs official in 1929 asked .
Tagore if he could read and

write, a studied insult which

led the Poet to cancel a pro-
i‘:;mted visit to U. S. universi-
es.

From Canada he wrote to
.his - friend Andrews about
‘‘newspapers being hilariously
Impressed by this figure of an
oriental mystic,” and of a
meeting where “the President,
benignly pleased, had a pho. -
tograph taken with a group
composed of an oriental fool
and a member of the Nordic
race who always minds his
own purpose while the cost is
paid by others less favoured.
by fortune.’ . :
-By false pretences; Musso--
lini managed to secure some
words of praise from the Poet,

. but when, on learning the real’

facts and on Romain Rolland’s
advice, he withdrew what he
 had’ sald before, Italian fas. -
leist papers abused him as
“this unctuous and insupport-
Tartuffe whom the idiocy . of

" others prompted to.the staty.-

re of greatness.”

-No poet in history has, in
his life-time, won such -
acclaim in dissimilar lands,
but he also had his fill of .
abuse, a tribute, indeed, to E
the vitality of his message
and the danger which,
sooner than later, reaction-
aries always found in his
work, & .
To many of his erstwhile. -

friends, Tagore became a .-
bete noir, when, along with
Rolland, he proclaimed, . un-
equivocally, his -friendship

for, and hia‘profou_nd appre- |
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THE GREAT
SYMPHONY

' H OW little I know of this mighty world.
Myriad deeds of ‘men, clties, countries;

rivers, mountains, seas and desert wastes,

unknown ecreatures, unacquainted trees

" have remained beyond my awareness.

. Great is life in- this wide Earth . -

and small the .corner where my mind dwells

Deprived this, I-read of trayels;

and gathering glimbses from wotds and pictures
fill my empty realms of experience "
with wealth gleaned-in unquenchable eagerness.

A. poet of the world.ani T, '
- Its varled voleces and tunes- .-

. would find-response in my fiute.
" ‘Wherever the.call had come but failed :
'-that void I have tried to fulfil with' my dreems and

as 1 listened to the great harmony -
_of the’ immense world -~ - .
surging through the silent hours

into the recesses of my heart.
Inaccessible snow" ranges

T 'wb.ich stand at the fringe of the blue horizon
have called t6.me again and again

with thelr music, unheard.

’ _The unknown star-on the SOuth Pole
-salling ‘through the great. alone

has. touched my sleepless eyes

.. " with heavenly light. |
. The mighty waterrall sweeping in the distance
has sent: its reverberations to-my heart.
" As I have listened to the one vast.song of Nature |
. with which poets of all.ages-and lands
. have mmngled: their rhymes, -
. -1 hdve become one with the great symphony
. sharing the eternal joy. of: being
and the mood of’ universal kinship

" Farthest stands Man
ihdden away in the mystery of his being,
- time and space cannot encompass him,

Truly to know him is to commune with his heart
-~ and love him.
*  Not everywhere have I won access,
. my ways of life have intervened -

-and kept me outside.
The til,ier at the plough’

" . the weaver at the loom

“the-fisherman’ plying-his net

these and -the rest toll and sustain the worid
with their world-wide varied-labour.
I have known them fromr a corner -
- ' banished to a high petestal of society
.+ reared by renown.
- Only.the outer frinze have I- approached

not being able ‘to enter

" the intimate precincts.

I know’ that the basket of songs
~ .becomes ‘burdened with trinkets .
. when link is lacking :

- between -life and life. .
And I know-1 have fatled

-wherever my song has -been left incomplete, -
-. wherever ‘having crossed -diverse ways
- ‘has yet" missed reaching the all;

So. here I am waiting for the message
- _ from the-Poet of the earth; = . .

" of the peasant the comrade
. Whose words and deeds have achleved’ true

May his words reveal kinship,
may he conceal not, nor hoodwink .
" nor his’ vefse -tempt- the eye aloné. -

May he"- -give what I lack. -

May he save hirself frcm luxury -
or mimic sympathy for the labouring people,
- 'which professes what. is not its" own .

trying to thieve that -
whose price is dearly paid

*Come, Poet of the unknown' multitudes,
- . sing’the sorigs of the obscure man,
-_.reveal to light his unspoken soul.

Soothe his humiliated- heart,
-restore life and joy and song
to. this dry and desolate land_
bereft of music.

"Resuscitate ‘the. dormant springs :

- where they lie hidden

. deep in the heart of our humanity

."May your voice reflect the joys and sorrows
- .of those: that stand with bowed heads

" unable to look the world in the face.
' l..ei(;i tlt:ies meanest minstrel with his one-stringed lyre
- ad

-~ to the resounding anthem

at tbe great court of the Muse

Come, -Poet,

“lead e’ close to their hearts
“who are so far away in their nearness.
.~ May ‘they. win- renown throush your fame
. 'and ever remrain your Kindred; .

“to you I offer my salutation

“...I _fam: now in Russia ; had ! not come, my life’s

I;,;,g,;.g_mwé would have remained

In Russia at last! Whichever

way I look, I am filled with .

wonder. It is unlike any other

country. It is radically differ-" .
ent. From top to bottom they -

are rousing everybody up wrth-

out dishnctron.

Troughout the ages, civihsed
communities have ~ contained
groups of mnameless people.
They are the majority—the
beasts of burden, who have no
time to . become men. They
grow up on the leavings of so-
ciety's wealth, with the " least
food, least clothes _and least
education, and.they serve the
rest. They toil most, yet theirs
is the largest measure of in-

dignity. At the least -excuse.

they starve and are humiliated

by their superiors. They are -
. deprived of everything -that.

makes life worth living. They
are like a lampstand -bearing
the lamp of civilisation on their

-heads: “people above receive .
light while they are smeared}

w1th the tnckhng oil. -

I had often thought:_ about
them but camel!to the conclu-
sion that there was no help for
them. If there were no one be-
low, how could there be any-
one above, and it is necessary
to be there above. If there - is

nobody at the top, it is impos- -
sible to see anyt.hmg beyond -
‘one’s immediate ken; mere ani-
mal existence can' ' never be '

MY BIRTHDAY . -

With Death’s passport.in hand

man’s destiny. His. civilisation

consists in~ going “beyond bare |

subsistence. The most .cherish-
ed fruits of civilisation have
flourished on the field of lei-

.sure. There is need to preserve .

a corner for leisure in human

- civilisation. So I used fo think .

that the utmost should be- done’
to improve -the. education,
health and comfort of those

-who are compelled to labour at

the bottom of society not mere~
ly through circumstances but

by reason ot their'body and -
. they have opened the - flood-

mind. ...

Man cannot do good to
those who he does not respect.
At any rate, no sooner is one’s

self-interest  at stake than a -

clash ensues. A radical solution
of this problem is being sought
in Russia. It is not- time yet-to
consider the final fruit of -this
attempt, but for = the present
whatever catches -my eye
strikes' me with- amazement,
The royal road to the solution
of ail our problems is_éduca-

tion.. The bulk of human so-

ciety has so far been deprived

. of tull opportunities for educa- -
tion! India well-nigh com-

pletely so. It is astonishing to
watch the extraordinary vigour

" with which education ‘spreads

throughout Russian Society
The measure of education is
not merely in number but in
its” thoroughness; its: mtensity.
What abundant preparation
what tremendous effort, so that

it has emerged from 1its dive into the .
chasm of nothingness . - B
‘to breathe a while on the outskirts of o .

existence.

From the worn-out chain have dropped
‘the heads of the past yeals
and with this newest birthday .

begins the counting of the days I

of a newborn life.

The welcome ‘offered’today to me, .

a passer-by, -

who tries to con the signal of the morning " bv )
of an unknown star .
beckoning him towards an uncharted-

voyage,

" is shared equally by his birthday . .
and the fime of hisdeath, -
. who mingle their lights like those ot the -

_morning star

and of the waning moon.
And I shall sing the same .chant to both,

to death "and to life.

Grant me, Mother Earth, © - .
that my life’s mirage born of burning thlrst'
may recede in the farthest horizon- - .
and my-unclean beggar’s- bowl empty

into the dust

its accumulated deﬁlements,

and as I start my crossing to the

unrevealed shore.. .
let me never look back with. longing

bbby

“if our workers could come here

land, we. are happy to

x

no one should remain helpless
or idle! Not in European Russia
alone, but also among the semi-
civilised races of Central Asia,

gates of education. - Unending
effort "is being-made to bring -
the latest fruits of science to
them. The theatres - here are
crowded but those who come -

- o them are peasants and work- .

ers. Nowhere_ are they “humi- "
liated. In the few institutions I
have visited so far, I have seen

the awakemng of their spirit
- and the joy of their self-res-

pect. Let -alone our masses, !
their differences even with the!
working classes of England is
colossal. What we' ourselves
have been attempting to do at
Sriniketan, they ate doing on
a superior scale ail over the
land. How splendid it would be

for training! Every day I com-
pare conditions here with
India: what is and what might
have been! Harry ’I‘unbres, .my
American. friend,  is studying
the health organisation of this
country—its excellence is asto-

While paying homage to the Great Poet of our
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'mshmg but where stands dis-
eased, hungry, haple.ss and
helpless India"

‘A few years ago the condi-
tion of the masses here -was
fully comparable with that of
the Indian masses: things have,
rapidly changed in this short’
period,: whereas we are up to
the neck in the mud of stagna-’
tion. .

T am now in Russia; bad
I not come, my life’s pilgrimage
would ‘have remained intom-
plete. Before it is time to assess
good and evil in their activities
here, the first thing that occurs
-to me is: what incredible cour-
age! What jis.called traditional
clings to man in a thousand
different ways: its  numerous
.apartments, its innumerable
doors are guarded by . sentries
whose number is legion: its
treasury rises mountain-high,
filled with taxes gathered over
centuries!- They have torn it up
by itsiroots here: thére is no
fear, no hesitation in - their
-minds.' The seat of the ancient

_on he last.leavings of ine feast of life. -

°  Now when 1n this sleep-l
- the day's’end -

~hunger

aden dnst of

. the. meaning is lost of the keen- bladed

-with which you had goaded me to drag

life’s chariot

you begin to withdraw your gifts rrom )

: me. one by one.
Slight has grown your

and slight have you made my use.

-and set on my forehea
: discarded

" will not reduce my wor
Cripple me, if you will,

the stamp of the

to nought

- shut out all light from|my eyes,”

.7, the anclent god will re

* Work your havoc and’
yet in the midst of
the luminous spot of i
‘will burn-bright as eve
“For it was fed day aft

. heavenly wine.
-which the gods pour O
~- ' every :sight ang
I had loved themr all
and sung of that love

ain enthroned. ’

day on the )

earth tbrough
sound.. & . .

incomplete®

has been swept away to make -

room for the new. In my mind
I marvel at the West when I
see her achieving the difficult
by the magic of Science. 8ut
what-has astonished me most

" is the tremendous task that is
* being carried out here. Had it

been mierely a colossal destruc-

- tion I would not have been so

greatly surprised, because they
can cause enough: trouble if
they want to, but I can see that
.they are determined t6 raise a
new world. They have no time

to lose, because the whole’

world is their opponent; they
must prove without delay that

what they want is not wweng,

-that it is no fraud; a decade or
two is determined to prevail
against a millenium. Very small

is their material strength, but .

the daring of their will power

defles comparison.... -

....Thus when I heard that
‘beginning from almost nothing,
‘popular education had' made
eriorfious strides in Russia, I
decided to. go there, and if my

frail- body does. break, what .
matter! They have realised that -

education .alone can give
strength to the weak: . food,

. health and peace all depend

upon it. Law and order may be
a great boon but never when
they. thrive upon destitution
that starves our body and kills
our mind.

Having grown up in the mo-

X %

- ¥ that early dusk of a distracted age,
when God in scorn of his own workmanship

" violently shook his head at his primitive ef.[orts,

an impatient wave.snatched you away,
Afriea,

'trom the bosom of the East,

and kept you brooding in a dense enclosure :

.. of niggardly light,

guarded by giant trees.

‘There you slowly stored

the baffling mysteries of the wilderness

in the dark cellars of your profound -
privacy,

" conned the signals of land and water

dern Indian atmosphere, I had

been firmly convinced - that it

was well-nigh impossible - to
educate our 330 million.people:
nothing but our il fate was to

" blame for it. When I heard that

education was making rapid
progress  among the workers .
and peasants here in Russia, I
thought this was a mere smat-
tering: of the three R's: the

counting of the heads was its ..
oply glory. Even - ‘that is no -

small matter. If this happened

_in our country we should bless -

our. fate and be satisfied. But- I

~have seen that here education

is meant to build up man’s
character, quite unlike the
> passing of the M.A. examina-
tion - by - cramming lecture
notes!.

.The dumb have found
theu- voice, ‘the ignorant. have
cast the veil from' their minds,
the  helpless have  become
conscious of their - own power
and those who were in the
depths “of degradation have
come out of sociéty’s - “black

hole” to claim equality with

everybody else. This is Soviet
Russia’s achievement in less
.than eight years’ time.

They are busy - there with
three things. Education, agri-
culture  and machinery. .Along
these three roads, the whole

- nation pursues the task of giv-

- ing fulness ‘of the mind, body
and creative energy..

That love has lilted me above your .

boun

the lové that shall abide, even though its -

.words grow feeble,
defaced by constant use.

On this love of mine have traced their

autographs

- the pollen of the mango-blossoin, : I
_and the dew-cooled fragance of the :

sephalika

- the twittermgs of the doels In early dawn 'ﬂ?

and the. rapturous touch of the beloved. A L.
When I take my leave of you, O Earth, =~ : :

- take back from me, carefully reckoning, - ..’
all that you had vouchsafed to me,

the outfit and provision mr a life’s

""sojourn

 Yet never thmk that I hold your gifts

but slight.

Ever grateful I am to this clay-cast mould .
through which I have had my introduction

. to the Formiess

. Whenever I have approached’ your doors
. with-the mind free from all coveting,- -

.1 have -been made welcome to your heart.”

I know your-gifts are not for the greedy,
- that you withhold the nectar hidden in ’

your earthen pot

i

‘from. the ravenous lips-of those that

hunger -obscenely. .

You are walting, O Earth, with your o .

immortal gif 3

difficult-to read;
.and the secret magic of Nature invoked
’ In’ your mind
magic rites from beyond the boundariu
. of consciousness.

You donned the disguise of deformity to
mock the terrible, .
and in a mimicry of a sublime ferocity
made yourself fearful to conquer fear.
You ‘are hidden, alas, under a black vefl, -
which obscures your human’ dignity
to the darkest vision of contempt.
With man-traps stole upon you those
" hunters .
whose fierceness was keener than the
fangs of your wolves, .
whose pride was blinder than your
lightless forests.
The savage greed of the civilised stripped -
naked its unashamed inhumanity..
You wept and your cry was smothered,
your forest trails became muddy with *
tears and blood,
while the nailed boots of the robbers
left their indelible prints
-along the history of your indignity
And all the time across the sea, - '
church bells were ringing in theii: towns
and villages,
the children wers lulled In mother’s arms,
and poets sang humns to Beauty. LY
Today when on the western horizon
the sun-set sky is’ stiffed with' dust-storm,
when the beast, creepmg out of its dark -
den,
proclaims the death of the day with
ghastly howls,
corre, you poet of the fatal hour,
stand at that ravished’ woman’s -door,
ask for her forgiveness,
and let that be the last great word
in the midst of the delirium of & diseased
Continent

>

to welcome the wayfarer who treads the
arduous path of detachment

" The gluttons who lust for flesh,
" the traffickers in featuring carrion, )
have banded today in their orgies of - -

violence, day and night.

‘Yet mockery tempts my smile, as of old,

at the pompous folly of the learnéd,

at the tyranny of the beggarly rich,.

at the hideous makKe-up of the showy,

at the blasphemy that lampoons the
divine in Man.

Enough of. this. The bell tolls the last
: hour at your porch,

. and my heart ‘responds to the creaking ‘of

the opening gates of farewell. .

In this deepening gloom of the twilight, o
I will ‘gather what fiickering flarres remain .

: " to light my fading consciousness,
to offer my last worship to you, O Earth,
.under the gaze of the Seven Rishis.
And the incense of my last silent song’

- will filoat round you.

Beh_ind me will remain the nagkeshar

plant
that has yet to flower, |

" - the anguished heart of this shore

yearning in vain for a ferry across,

"and love's self-reproach at its tired
memory

" . vanishing behond the screen of daily task.
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" t(1930),

*"1dea
- Gandhiji's second great move-
- ment—and said: “We belong, -

~L_ i

..~ ‘Moscow (September,

" -ed to see

His * “Letters . from Russia”
the English transla..
tion.of which -was banned by

the -British Government in

- ; India, was a landmark. “What

stupendous heroism!” he felt

~.~—"if I had kept away from
* the world’s greatest and most

historic - festival * (yajna), I

. could- never have forgiven

myself.” He sent a'message to
‘India to prepare for great
—it “'was the period of

" to be sure, to the hungry and
the helpless of the world.” .
"Not that everything in the-
Soviet Union .was perfect, but-
‘he rejoiced to see “thé latest
. fruits of science: and art”’
brought equally .to.all,’ to
Aslans, to’peasants and work.
ers—*nowhere are they humi.
linted.” : N ’

In his farewell speech-in
. 1930)
" he spoke of “the miracle
. .that."has been * achieved” -

-and of his dream that his
' ‘own “ancient land” would,
like ‘his host, realise the
. hope of “emancipating. the

~

‘péople’s minds which have

been shackled for ‘ages.”

T

Wwas seen In what he did and~

what he ‘wrote—a rerrarkable -
"+ thing when'we remember he

was then nearly seventy. Al-

ways in his life and work he -

.was on' the side of the weak

- - against  the strong; - hatirig

equally the cowardice of the

. weak and the arrogance of -

the stropg.__ B

" But now he Tio longer seem- .
through' -a glass, -

“darkly. And :no wvoice was"

.+ more hobly raised for Indian -

freedom and the fréedom of -
all the world—no other voice
in the world. of art’was raised
- 507 unequivocally against fas-
‘cism which, between the two

World Wars, mauled and me- -
“naced clvilisation.

The. fas-
cist rape of China, Abyssinia,
"Spain. and  Czechoslovakia
-toused his ‘towering rage, and-

: among the best work of his
last five years (1936.41)- was .
the poem “To Africa” - which

. reads.so

wonderfully. today
while Afriea-is astir:- . .

" . -

With ‘man.traps stole’ upon
you these hunters . .. :

" Whose fierceness was keener "

. than the fangs.of your
_ . wolves, o B
‘Whose' - pride -was blinder
" than your lightless-
- forests. -.
You wept, and your cry was
° smothered,” h

“ . Your forest trailg ‘became

° muddy with  tears snd-
_ Bleed, .. ¢ - -
While the najled boots of
“ - the robbers : :

Left their indelible prints .-

. Along the' history of ' your

indignity . .
And all the time across the .
iy sea, -~ . . -
¥ Church bells were _singinz
. .in their towns and vil-
The. children were lulled. in -
An “their. mothier’s arms,

1d_poetry sang hymns to
beauty. & Con

cens

“The _i;iv’qu_d must ask i)ardon .
PAGE TWELVE . *

[ Tagore's spirit _ after 1930.
. -had a new exhilaration which

~

P

/ of Africa, he concluded, and
: S . . - earn-it by its work. When a
~elation of the Soviet Union..

Japanese poet Noguchi whom
-he had earlier befriended had
“the -efffontery to ask for his
‘approbation  of Japanese
fascism, Tagore wrote back:
“Your letter has hurt me to
the depths of my being....
‘Your conception of an Asia
rai_sg,d on g tower  of skulls

Xy

.
: et

-The early benignity of his
views. about society had
changed. In 1931, stung by
--imperialist infamy in Indiz,

he-asked, in Ppain, a “Ques-
. tion” posed before the God
.. of:hig faiths : ’

: '“Have you forgiven those
- who .poison’ your air and
“blot out yaur light,

Can you give them . your
love?”

. "It was as if the Poet no
longer forgavé evil or cured
iniquity by love. ‘And even as
he spoke from time to time
on-his fond theme of “the re-

ligion of man”, his soul seeth.. .

ed. This is why he was driven
to write (1938): ~*

1

“Serpants hiss their

poison
breath all around, -

The . sweet tones of ]Seace ’

will sound but as fruitless

Jest, .
“So, before I go, I send my
all .

Ci .

_“Te them, that prepare in
many homes, to fight the
ogre.”

1t seemed, as if one no lon- -
* ger noticed, in' Tagore, “the.

saner stillness” which. the
world had admitted in Gitan-
jali. “I amr the world's poet”,
Tagore said in one of his last
and greatest poems (January
21,.1941), and the World's
woes found him, not with his
back bent but his head high

and his eyes on fire—the holy -

anger of the sages of ancient
India. “I look around,” he
wrote In.June 1941, “and  cee
famished bodies crying  for

bread. I have seen women in

villages dig up mud for a few

drops of drinking water, . for
wells are more scarce in [n. -

dlap-vmages than schools.” )

Indeed, for imperialism
and all its works he had

=~

nothing but ihe inightiest ‘-

‘wrath, and it was only ap-

F. C. Mahalanobis hag testi=
fled, he asked, as "he lay

viet-German war and aver-

‘red every. time that what. -
ever the odds the ' Soviet
could not lose. =~ .. ~

"It was also n keepﬁxg with

dying, this poet of ours, Ben-
gali writing’s lord and master,

felt also that with all his ache

for kinship with the life of
his people, he had to be often
remote and lonely. He knew
it, and he tried, gradually to
build a bridge: ~

* “I accept my censure, the
_- rift in my lute, - -
" “My verse, I know
“Has travelled diverse ways,
but not everywhere.- -
““And I strain my ears to.
" hear that poet’s voice,
“Wheo shares the peasant’s
life and has earned true
- kinship, ’ S
“Who touched the earth...”.
(Written on January 21,
’ - 1941)

s

propriate that, as Professor-

. dying, for news .of the ‘So- -

his great spirit that as he lay -

3

. TO RABINDRANATH

. . ¥
He was restless, and on Fe-
bruary 13, 1941, -he

again: .

“They pall the car and run

the plough,
“In meadow after meadow
“In town and country, they
. work L

sessnsene Peesee .

“Empires fall, and over their

-

| “The people work,.,.” ° |
 When on a dark day in Au-
gust, 1941, he passed away, it.
was ag if the . light of the

land lay dead. He did not live - - *

to-see his country free, but

he himself had earned his.
freedom. This. man - whose ~

-mind and being was rooted in
_India, whose - - genius was a
spreading and benignant tree,
whose branches touched every
‘age and clime,  lived a life

that' remains an open-: book, .

effulgent and wondrous, and
-his achievement,
the difficultles of reaching
him in translation, partake of
- the radiance of the sun whose
‘name his parents
him at his birth. .

* big way.

already taken place

_ T AGORE Centenary is a reception
- being observed here in a the centenary at Moscow’s
Preparations haye House of Friendship. Two

in
clubs, libraries, schools and

- universities ‘devoted to the
work ‘and thought of our
great peet.” On May 8, all
this is' to culminate in a

" grand celebration -evening

at the famous Bolshoi thea-
-~ tre in Moscow

- Soviet - Union's - leading

writers, poets, philosophers

 and artists will take part

in the celebration. Some of

- .them met Tagore during his

" visit to the Soviet Union

thirty years ago and re-

.- member - him well but

“others who were not lucky

" ‘enough fo knew him per-

sonally are not any less en-

> thusiastic in their admira-

"“tion for the. talent and
- genjus of the great Indian

.. The meeting will be
_ opened by the famous poet
« _'and Chairman of the All-
Union 'Tagore Committee,
- .Nikelai Tikhonov. Fyodor
. -FPetrov, 84.year-old veteran
revolutionary and friend of
Tagore, will also speak.
A ballet, Chitra, prepared
by the Kunibishev Theatre,
. will be shown: Tagore’s Red
Oleanders - (Roktokorobi)
- will be staged: Soviet. com-
- posers have been working
on Tarore’s-songs and mu-"
¢ Sical themes, their compo-
. sitions will be performed.
-Many exhibitions of Ta-
gore’s ‘books are to be open-
ed all over the’Soviet Union.
The biggest is to oven in
Moscow’s Lenin Library.
where Tagore’s books trans-
lated into 18 languases of
the USSR will be display-
. ed.
. On May 10, there will be

\

in honour of

exhibitions  will open
there—one photo exhibition

poet and his visit to the
Soviet Union and an exhibi-
tion of reproductions -of
Tagore’s 40 paintings made -
available by  the Indian
Embassy. .
Two fllms on Tagore
have been produced—onc
by the Moscow Docunien--
tary Film Studio * directed
by Rubrik and another by
the Central Television Stu-
dio directed. by Volodarsky.
A scientific session of the
Academy of Sciences - wil
be held on May 12 in which
eight lectures on different
aspects of Tagore’s . work
are to be read. S

Of the series of evenings
.already held in Moscow -the
latest was on April 26 in
the Central! Lecture Hali
where lectures were defi-
vered by Soviet scholars
Diakov, Chelishev.  and
Sidorov, ' Correspondinz
Member of the Academy of
Science who had opened.
the exhibition of Tagore's
paintings in Moscow  in
1930. Litman spoke on the
philesephical outlook. of
Tagore. Another su~h even-
ing was held at the Nekra-
sov Library where: poet
Vera Inber (she met Tagore
during his Soviet visit) and
others took' part. )

In all bookshops of Mos-
cow one finds nowadays a
Poster with Tagore’s pic-
‘ture announcing a new 12- -
yolume edition of his works,
jthe first volume of -~vhich

containing earlier writings .

of the end of the Iast cen-
tury is ready. A collection

devoted to the great Indian

_‘tiodicals are devoting. much

-‘black ‘marble

. which’ leading writers ana

"Chitra, Soviet ‘treatres are

- Ghore Bahire

 GRAND CELEBRATIONS IN USSR

_ by cable from MASOOD ALY KHAN -

of Tagore’s Iyrics las come
out and a study of Tagore’s
work. by - Gnatyuk-Davil-
chuk has been prepared.
Further a -jubilee comemo- .
ration volume -to which
Wwriters from India, Sovict
Union, quechoslovakia, Ru.
mania, etc.,.have contribu.’
ted 20 articles. is to come’
out. A collection of docu-
ments, Tagore—Friend of
the USSR, containing his
letters, stenographic re.-
ports of his speeches and
rare photos is ready for
sale. Newspapers and pe-

of their space to articles on -
Tagore, - -
Many writers and artists -
are working- on the Tagore
there. Well-known painter
Chuikov who has painted a
_series of pictures on India .
has done a portrait of Gu--
rudev and the Byelo-Rus.
sian scu'ptor  Azeur - who
.made a bust of Tazore in
intends to
Present a copy to India.
Apart from Moscow, Le-
ningrad, Tashkent, Stalina-
bad, Alma-Ata, Kiev and
Riga have organised Tagore
centenary  celebrations §n

artists of the Republics will
take part, among them the
old Latvian writer and poet
Earl Egle who has ‘trans-
Jated ten volumes of Tagore
into his own ianguage. -

* Avart from. the ballet,

to vresent The Wreck, The
Red Oleanders, Gora and
-(Home and
Abroad), Bisharjan (The
Sacrifice) is being produced
in Tajikistan, .o
The Music Publishing"
House is bringing out a coi-
lection of musical composi- N

tions by Soviet - composers
based on the songs "and
music of Tagore. . Recently
.composer Balasanyan' who
has written the music for
-the Ramayan, visited India
and studied Tagore’s music, -
Long-playing Gramophone

tecords of Tagore's songs
have " been- prepared, a
stamp’ and . postcard por-
trait are on sale ' and. a
bronze jubilee medal has
been struck and will be
awarded to those who have
-done outstanding work on
the study and:
tion of Tagore,

, to be made to India. A tape-
recording of the
the ballet, Chitra,
sent to Vishvabharathi, the
-two films are to be present.
ed to the Indian
Centenary Committec. A
set of all publications on-
Tagore and his translations -
inte the languages- n? the
VUSSR, photo-copies of his -
letters, texts of }
‘s and on top. of all this, -
15000 boks by Soviet -writ-
ers in. Indian ‘languages
a}!d English and reprodue-
tions of Soviet paintings
and Soviet gramophone re--
cords are to be presented
to the Tagore Meseum at
Shantiniketan, )

MOSCOW, Aprit 30

popqlarisa’- R
Many presentations are
music for

has been

Tagore

his speech-

This list is by no meang

complete but it “gives an - $-
idea of the magnificent ar. :
rangements and the grand
scale of the Tagore .
brations ° planned” in the -
Soviet Union. It also shows
the love and devotion and -
- enthusiasm of the
"people for Tagore and his-
great - r
which belongs to the whoale
gyglised world * but which
every Soviet heart,

cele.

Soviet
‘cultural  heritage

S0 near and dear to ,’:
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wrote .

‘revolutionary

whatever

had given

" ment, securing as reward the

office of Chief Ministership.
It tried to disrupt the glorious
food movement in Bengal, the
anti-tax’satyagraha’ in Bihar,"
the food movement in Punjab
and other struggles. 1t took a

‘leading part in the anti-China

campaign during the couner-

uprising: - in
Tibet and subsequently. With
its mass base weakening in-
many States, it .now counts-
on alliance with reactionaries
and disgruntled Congress fac-
tions, as well as the goodwill-

. of ‘Congress leaders in some

places for success in the en- -
suing general electlpns. -

The attitude of the PSP has
disrupted Xeft wunity even
where it existed in some form
earlier. ~ At the same time,

" 1hany of the cadres of the

PSP are radical-minded, its
following is largely a Left fol-
lowing. On certain occasions,

“'eg. the Central Government

-¢mployees’ strike, Communists
‘and Praja Soclalists coope-
rated. Co )
Our Party, the Communist -
Party of India, " has been in

major struggle that took place
in - this  period—struggles
which have been . mentioned
-earlier. Trade -unions, where
we work, have become stron- .

ger' than ever before.” The. .

main fire of the Government

democratic issues, and the
weakness of the peasant mo-
vement, the democratic forces
have not been consolidated,

They have.not been able to

defeat anti-people policies or-
even compel the Government
to implement its own declara-
tions in such a -way as would
benefit the people.: Extreme

reaction has taken advantage’

of this situation to strengthen
its own base and mount an
offensive. . )

The proposals of the Third
Plan show that, while adher-
ing to the policy of industria-
lisation, the Government does
not propose to make any basic
changes in its’ policiés. While
admitting that “in recent
years, transfers of land have
ténded to defeat the aims of
legislation for land reforms”,
the Draft of the Third Plan
contains not a word to suggest
that any effective - measures
are to be taken to realise
these professed aims. On-the
all-important question of re-
sources _for the Third Plan,
the Draft proposes additional
taxation to the extent of Rs.
1650 crores which is to be

the tax structure”, that is, by
laying more burdens -on the.
people. The taxation proposals
of this year are a clear indi-
cation of what the .Govern-
ment intends to:do, how it
seeks to squeeze the people.
while making new concessions

to Indian and ° foreign = Big

Business."
In this way, some economic
development will undoubtedly

take place. But the limitations"

inherent in the capitalist path

f development, further accen-
tuated by the attempt to build
our economy without radical
agrarian- reforms, by. conces-
sions to forelgn capitalists
and without curb on the mo-

_nopolists cannot but make

progress slow and halting,
marked by twists and turns,
giving rise to profound con-
tradictions . and sharp = con-
fliets. With such policies the
food situation will remain
highly unsatisfactory, unera-

ployment will grow, -the con-’

dition of the masses will re-
main wretched. In these con--
ditions, the dangerous anti-
democratic trends that have
already manifested themselves

- the: thick of practically every: rgiseq ‘malnly by “broadening will - get turther accentuated.

Forward To Unity

‘Confronted with . these eco-

 and the Congress has been nomic and political ‘develop- " people against

_and in order to detend ~ the

the - ever-

concentrated on us. Despite -ments which, if continued, mounting attacks on their

this we have registered ad- c¢annot-but mean more misery standard of life and Uberties, -

.vance In several areas. We

for. the' masses, heavier bur-

they ‘have . to build united

7 dens on them, further enrich- action with Congress masses,
}’,V;llet?ﬁogﬁggﬁg f;sge&bg ment of the rich and increas- encourage the strencthening

- the anti-China campalgn.and ing attacks ‘on . democracy, of democratic forces inside the

tary -elec~ millions of people In all parts Congress and join hands witi
-Eﬁﬁl ,ﬁaélilﬁft’;. secu?eydg};i_ -of the country and following them-for common national
pressive victories. in Bhopal all parties ~are asking the ‘tasks. The urge for unity has
and won many panchayat and Question: What is the way.grown among all sections of

Jocal elections In
States. The campaign In de-

. fence of Kerala was one of

the ‘biggest all-India cam-
palens conducted by our Party

toric responsibility rests on
the Communist Party and on

the most advanced -and cons--

clous democratic forces - to

several out? How to go forward? His- people, especially among those

who toil, suffer and 8ght. -
These and other favourable

factors exist. They are creet-

ing conditions for very broad

in its entire history as also &ive & proper reply to these democratic unity. .They. are

the campalgn to help the Ke-
rala unit of our Party in the
mid-term>  elections.

- ‘masses. participated in - the

pad yatras (marches) in- Ke-
rala and Tamilnad for agra-
rian reforms. Impressive also

. was the mass . mobilisation

achieved In°many States dur-:

ing the rallies ‘which -were DY ‘the Socialist- system and be

held at the culmination of
State Party Conferences. - ]

Notwithstanding all.this, it
must be admitted that our
activities have, on the' whole,
been of a sporadic character.

* ‘The working class .has gone

into action on.a national and

" industrial level fo.defend its

wages, its trade union’ and-
democratic .rights' from- the
attacks of the Government
and the employers. But poli-
tical actions by workers, work- -
ing class actions in support of
- struggles of the peasantry and °
.on general - democratic issues
"have been very, few. Working
“class action has not reached
to the level which could bring

- about a major political shift
- in the position of the masses

‘and have an impact on the .
Dpolicies of the Government.

* Except on Kerala, there was

no all-India. campaign. Above
all,, ‘the Party’s. weakness
among the peasantry which
was one of the main factors
for the weakness of the whole -
democratic ‘movement, conti-
nues, :

"Due ‘to- the absence
broad nationwide united cam-

questions. :
Conditions, despite the ne-

narrated, are in many res-

pects.  extremely favourable -

for the forces of democracy.
The character of the new
epoch, the new balance of

its mighty -vanguard, the
USSR, are drawing people
towards Socialism. Our Party,
despite its many shortcom-
ings, has attalned a big pesi-
tion in our country. Reaction
still lacks a broad mass base.
Its -positive slogans evoke
little résponse, Moreover, the
Hving experience of the lust
fourteen years has taught our
people many lessons, above- all,
it has taught them the necea-
sity for struggle and unity.

_ Fourteen years of experien-
-ce are teaching the people
what price they have to pay if
the ruling classes are permit-
ted to continue the bnilding
of a capitalist order of society,
giving concessions to ‘creign
capital, making concesslons to
-landlords and relying on the
profit-motive of Big Business.
Fourteen years of experience
are teaching democratic ele-
ments inside the Congress that
by reliarice on individual lea-
ders, nc matter how" great,
they cannot. attain = the che-
rished goal of a happy and
prosperous India and that

" even progressive declarations
of a will not be implemented by titute the democratic front are

passive waiting or eéven by

-creating conditions for a uni-
‘ted mass movement, extensive

vast - gative features that have been and powerful. Reaction can

be smashed and the compro-
mising policies of the Govern-
ment defeated if serious and
sustained efférts are made to
build a united mass wmove-

_world forces, the role played ment. Such a movement will

built through cam-
paigns, struggles and other
forms of activity. It will have
to cover every. area and be
based on strong mass organi-
sations. Then only the plans

‘of Right reaction can be de-

feated, the desired. changes
brought about in the policles
of the Government and all-
slded ‘advance ensurad. -

Striving to build siuch a
movement, our Party omst in-
tensify efforts to unite  all
patriotic and democratic for-
ces in the country.

It will be unity for democra-
‘tic reforms, for defending and
strengthening all that is pro-
gressive In the Government’s
.policles, for appcsing ~ those
policies which .harm the peo-
ple and retard the pace -of
economic - development, for
the reversal of those policies
and for -bringing about a
shift to the Left. ’

- ,Of great Importance in this
context is the establishment
of unity of action to defend
the vital interests of the
working people: .and to im-
prove their living cond:tions.
The classes: that will cons-

the working class, the pea-

paign for.progressive policies, their own exertion alone. santry, the petty bourgeuvisie

disruption of whatever

Left Fourteen .years of experience and-the national bourgeoisie.

unity that.existed in the past, are teaching the democratic Working class-peasant u:ity

the inability of the Communist

forces outside the Congress

must form the core and pivot

. Party to move the working. that, In order to alter the of this front. It was noted by

class on a big scale on general policies of the  Government us three years ago at Amrit.
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‘sar-and develop kisan sabhas
.that the failure to organise
- and agricultural work-
ers’ - unions constituted the
greatest weakness of the
democratic movement. That
.weakness still continues. We
must, therefore, once again
emphasise the slogan, “Turn

- the face of the Party towards

the peasantry”. This time, the
slogan must be seriously taken
up and .implemented by every
State unit of the Party. )

In‘order to bulld the demo-
cratic front, it is not enough
to have a correct idea about
the classes that will consti-
tute it. It is equally necessary
to have a correct appraisal of
the various parties in the
country. ’

Our Party has always advo-
cated close cooperation and
unity betweén Léft parties.
‘But we cannot ignore the fact
that the leadership of some of
_these parties, especially that of
the Praja Socialist Party, has
become in many respects more
Rightist than the Congress.
At the same ‘time, the ranks
and the masses following
them are, broadly: speaking,
Left-minded who want to
fizht the anti-popular - poli-
cles 'of the Government. Hence
the need, while waging a sharp
‘ideological struggle, for cor-
rect approach towards these
parties so as to draw them and
especially their following

" wherever: possible into com-
mon activity and struggle.
The Congress has been and
is an  extremély important
factor in the political life of
our country. This is not sur-
‘prising in view of the role it

has played In leading the.

struggle for national freedom
and in
to consolidate independence
under Nehru's leadership. The
influence of the Congress,
though less than it was in the
days of 'the freedom» struggle,
is vast and extensive. It ex-
tends to all classes—including
big sections of the working
class. 1t extends to the pea-
santry, the drtisans, the intel-
lectuals and others, Nehru’s
influence is even wider. We
cannot build ' the national
democratic front by ignoring
this big reality of the Indian
situation.

That is why the Fourth
Congress of our Party stated
that the division between the
masses that follow the Con-
gress and the masses that
follow parties- of the demo-
cratic oppositioh is the most
important division In the
democratic camp. That situa-
_tion still continues. In some

- . States—Kerala, Andhra and

West Bengal—with the decline
in the influence of the Praja
Soclalist Party, the most im-
portant division has- become
the division between the mass
following of the Congress and
of the Communist Party.

" From this it does not follow,
however, that a general united
front with the Congress is

- possible today—that is, with
the Congress as it is. Our re-
lations wiil inevitably be one
of unity and struggle. The
Congress is the organ of the
national’ ‘bourgeoisie as. a
whole—including 'its Right
wing. Moreover, after indepen-
dence it has been joinmed by

- many reactionary forces that
opposed the national struggle
~landlords and others. Many
.of the old leaders have got.
corrupted by their links with
Big Business. Many new peo-
ple have come in who had
.nothing to 'do with the
national movement. All this
.finds reflection in many of the
practices of the Congress and
its Governments, '

- peace

taking- measures

POLITICAL RESOLUTION

At the same time, it would .
be a big mistake to equate the
Congress with parties of Right
reaction. Many of the declared °
policies of the Congress and
some of the measures are, in
today’s context, progressive-~
foreign policy, public sector,
secularism and so on. .
- The complexity of the situa-
tion arises from the following .
facts:

(1) Policies and measures-
which are hitting the mmasses;
giving rise to discontent and
frustration are ‘the policies ‘of
the Congress and its Govern- -
ment. It is this. discontent
that is utilised by Right re-
action to mislead the masses
and strengthen itself. At the
same time, these policies can=
not be fought effectively either
by our own-strength or even
only by the unity of the Left
forces; the broadening and . -
deepening of the struggle
against these policies requires
the drawing into it of a. big
section of the people who are -
.1;1 the Congress and loyal to
i ) :

- (2) Alarge part of the forces .

‘of the Right ~are inside the -
Congress. At the same. time,
the bulk of those who are our
potential allies are also inside
the Congress, - ‘

It is true that many Con-
gress leaders do not genuinely -
support the foreign policy of .
and non-alignment.
But it is equally true. that
most of those people who sup~
port it,. who want it to be
defended, are to be found not
Anside the PSP or any other
“Left” party but inside the
-Congress or among those

under Nehru's infiuence. Many: -

inside the Congress assail the’

‘public ‘sector. But it s
equally true . that the .
largest number - of those

who want it to be defended
and extended are also In. the -
Congress. As. regards commu-
nalism, there can be no doubt
that .communalisnr has pene-
trated deeply  into the Con-
‘gress. But 1t must also be
noted that not only Nehiu but
also many other Congressmien
were far more distressed by .
the happenings in Jubbulpore
than many leaders of the Left
parties. ’ .

In order to defend India’s
foreign ° policy, the public
sector and the parliamentary -
system, in order to wage an -
effective battle against com-
munalism, it is necessary that -
we: forge links with Congress-
men. . s .

.For this, an approach has
to be adopted which takes into
account the loyalty of Con-
gressmen- towards their orga-
nisation and their sentiments.
Tim2 and again, direct appeals
will have to be made not only
to Congress masses, Congress<.-
men but 2also to Congress
committees, taking into ac-
count the issue concerned and
the concrete conditions in the.
Iocality. . : LR :

An urgent -and Important
issue on ‘which broad unity
can be forged ‘is . that of
opposition to communalism. A
correct approach and fraternal
appeal’ for practical united -
activity will get response from -
all healthy elements including
many Congressmen. This has
become a vital necessity espe-
clally after the Madhya Pra-
desh riots and the intensifica- -
tion of the activities of the
Jan Sangh, ’

We must look upon demo-
.crats inside the Congress and
the mass of Congressmen as
our friends and potential allies-
in the struggle for consolida- -
tion of political independence, -

% SEE OVERLEAF
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mocracy, of foreign policy;
Ppublic - sector, agrarian re-
forms, ete. Ours must be a
fraternal attitude. Also, when
progressive declarations. are
made by the Congress,: we

" Lave. ‘not just . to .“expose”

thém but use them for forging

;mity . .

- "YWe have to -support un-

. hesitatibgly ‘and- by mass

mobilisationn - every . correct
‘measure that the Government
takes against Right reaction.,

_ -8uch ‘action on ‘our. part

will - enable’ us ~ to  fight"

" the. reactionary - - measures of

‘the Government all the more

. - effectively. Further, when con-
. -'flicts arise inside- the ruling

. party over issues of policy, we

‘must ‘make.our position clear

. before the masses -and mobi-

lise them:.in support of cor~

. rect policies. .

‘In view ‘of the ’hneed' to

" broaden . the basis "of our
-struggle and in- view of the

critical nature of the period

" ahead, it has - become more

‘necessary than ‘ever - that

" . strenuous efforts are made by

us to forge links with demo-
-crats Inside the Congress and
~with masses . under-Congress
- influence. We must stress this

.. because’ despite what we sald

. at Palghat, we ‘have: paid too

little attention to this task.

=+ " What ‘this requires are: .

", (1) Use progressive declara-
tions of the Congress to forge

. . mass upity in action. 7., -

T

;2 In agitation, keep  In™:

mind not" only*‘those -who-are
already under our influence
‘.but also those »-who are not,
--speak.not only for those who
sit-“in front” and cheer every

- -denunciation of the Congress

- and its Government, but also

.. ¥ .those who “stand on the peri-

.. gress and ' Government, con-".
" - .centrate fire wherever possible
" natory campaign among Con-

', phery.-" . . .

t

. .7 (3) Wage a_resolute and un-
-:- compromising battle against

Right  .reaction and against

slogans. This will help to draw

--towards us” honest Congress-_

.men. . . ‘
- " (4) Even when opposing and-

' PoLmTICAL RESOLUTION

- .defence of. pé.rllament&ry de-

istrative inefficiency, etc., be-
come more evident. All effort
must be miade by us to raise
the level of consciousness and
understanding of democratic-
nminded Congressmeen and con-
‘vince them-about the correct-
ness. of the basic _slogans of
our Party for-national rebirth.

"Progressives and democrats
n other . parties and also
among those who. belong to
no party also constitute a vast
‘number. While a big section of
the masses owe allegiance to
the Congress, there is also a
big section which “either fol-
lows_parties = other than the
Congress - or’ is not attached
to any.particular party. We
have to make every effort to
draw all of them into com-
mon activity. -

. Independent ‘mass activity -

hy the Party, combined with
fraternal and genuine united
front approach so that on each
issue the maximum possible
support< i{s ,mobilised—such
has to be the taetics. For
_such independent mass acti-
“vity, the need is &0 -raise the
-level of consclousress of the
masses following us. We do
not make unity a precondition

Néti(‘).;n'al Democratic

for mass action. But even-
when waging struggle on our.
own and in the course of pre-.
paration for launching strug-
gle, we must adopt an ap-
proach which draws others
towards us.

Broad alliance of democratic
forces?of all parties is needed
not only to modify the poli-
cles of the Government but
also in order to ensure.that
many of the declared policles
which are in the interest of
the people are . properly im-
plemented; not only to secure
new concessions but also to
ensure that the concessions”
already won are used for:-the -
benefit of the people; not only

to extend democracy but also- tions. and develop them sas

to ensure that the limited
rights which 1local elected
bodies enjoy are fully utilised
in the interest of the people
and so0 on. Without this, with-
out a sustained effort to make-
full use of all opportunities
and all possibilities, it is im-.
possible to rouse the people
for struggle for basic reforms.
And for such effort, 1t’is
necessary and desirable that
all those who want to serve
the masses should unite. o

Front For Nationa

" ‘The tasks on the fulfilment
©of whi¢h depend our national
--regeneration ' and all-sided
-national advance are: further
consolidation of our indepen-
dence, by defence and streng-

thening of our foreign policy

.and forging of closer links
with the Socialist and Afro-
Asian “States; - by preventing
further penetration of foreign

_-pafties of communalism;.aga- ~capital and gradual elimina-
7 inst their ‘policies and:their

tion of -its ' existing hold on
.vital "sectors of our economy
through nationalisation; by
the rapid expansion of the
State sector. Nationalisation

fighting policies of . the Con-~0f banks and ‘of such other

-'on the Rightist elements.
* (5) Conduct patient expla-

" gresgren and Congress :mas-

. .~ses. .They are worried about-

-7 'the situation that is develop-

‘changing these policies.

.

.. basic causes:
", arise from the class policies

-"ing—especially -the growth of
fissiparous  tendencies. - The
of this, which

of the Government,. have to

. be laid bate so that they-are

drawn into the -struggle for

"' While ‘seeking  to ‘develop
common . activity with Con-
gressmen and - the masses
following. the Congress, our
Party should, - at the same.
time, carry.on a campalgn of
“patient explanation in- order
" to point out to them how the
basic policies 6f the Congress-

are themiselves totally inade-.
- .quate in the. present-day con-

-ditions of Indla‘and the world:

- . and how _these - policies stem i

~ from. ‘the attempt to develop a

- capitalist soclety in India and -

‘that, too, without taking firm
mezasures against foreign capi-

. tal, without basic.agrarian re-.
. forms in the interests of the.

mass - of . peasants and by
giving - big - "concessions to
monopolists. The process. of
intense . heart-searching “that
has started . among them Is
- bound to gathér momentum, as
the difficulties of foreign ex-
change, price - policy, admin-
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‘concerns as may enable the
State- sector’ to- acquire a
commanding position in our
.economy. . Democratic control
over the State . sector, com-
bating of t
and - ‘inefiiciency, and ' the
bullding of more . heavy and
basie industries in it. ‘The
carrying out of - agrarian re-
forms which: would -really
benefit the mass of peasantry,
reduce’ the heavy burdens on
-them ‘and make possible more
capital investment on land so
-that agriculfural . production

-.may increase. A just system of

taxation whose main burden
 falls on the rich.. Fixing of
) um wage for all work-
ers and employees and sliding
‘scale of dearness allowance.
_Improvement In. the living
standard of the people. Re-
peal’ of . repressive:laws and
guaranteeing of unfettered
ciyil Iiberties. Restriction of
the power of bureaucrats,
greater powers for States, for
local -elected organs and ex-
tension of democracy.
~These are - national demo-
" cratic tasks. They conform to
the interest.of the vast majo-
rity of our people. Most of
them are in the objective in-
. terest of the - national bour-
geolsie  itself, except of a
handful of monopolist re-
actionaries. They can be car-
ried out by . united action vy
all ‘who" desire hnational re-
generation. - If -carried out,
they_would launch our coun-

‘together to

waste, corruption-

Democratic Tasks

try on the path of all-sided
advance, generate labour en-
thusiasm, dissipate the spirit
of frustration, reduce strife.-
They would weaken the forces
of reaction in the country and.
bring the. people to. the posi-
tion when the struggle for
basic’ changes and for Social-
ism can be waged more effec-
tively. It is necessary, there-~
fore, that all patriotic and
democratic forces should come
carry out these .
tasks and form, for this pur--
pose, a broad national demo-
cratic front.

—In order to build such a
united front, we have to

‘wage a determined and sus-.

tained . struggle against the
menace represented by Right
reaction,. making Congress-
men, including progressive-
minded = Congress leaders,
aware of the seriousness of
the menace, approaching
themr in terms of Congress
declarations, in. terms of
commonly accepted ideas and-
digits. We shall expose the
demagogic slogans .of Right
reaction, the slogang with
which it seeks to utilise popu-
lar discontent. We shall strive
to move into action. the
masses under our Influence in
opposition to the slogans and
tactics of parties of extre_me
reaction, and their attacks on
our forelgn policy, on our co- -

.operation with Socialist States, .

in defence of peace and our
national interests, on the -
public sector, ete., and seek
the cooperation of Congress-
men and Congress organisa-
tions for this purpose.

—In order to build such a
front, we have to wage a
determined and sustained
struggle -against the com-
promising policles of the Con-
gress Government, policles
which facilitate the further
Denetration of foreign im- -

_ perialist capital, retain the

remnants of feudalismy, en-
courage casteist, communalist
and regional and other fissi-
parous tendencles, policies
which, instead of enconraging
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growth of democratic forces,
try to suppress them, which
help the rich at: the cost of
‘the poor. We have to explain
to the people- and :to the
progressive-minded .Congress
followers that without fighting
these policies, the growth of
reaction cannot be checked
‘and the - country - cannot
~advance on the path of pro--
gress and prosperity. -

. —In order to- bulld such a
front, we have
unity of acfion of the masses
in defence of their immediate
"interests -and against the
attacks of “the exploiting
classes and the ‘Government,
:strengthen the mass organisa-

genuiné united’ organisatioris.
- —In order to build such a

front, we have to fight an un-_

compromising” battle against
forces of casteism, commu-
nalism, regionalism and pro-
vincialism, -against all dis-
crimination iIn -relation to
minorities, for protection ot
all their " legitimate interests,
for adequate facilities for

backward castes and - for.
balanced "development of. all°

regions of our country. While
fighting for greater po for
States, we have to core for-
ward as defenders of national
unity, seeking the cooperation.
of and striving to act jointly
with all healthy and patriotic
forces in all parties for this
purpose. - -

—1In order: to build such a
front we have to strengthen

our Party ideologlcally, politi-:

cally and organisationally.
"The struggle against - the
. slogans of the extreme Right,
the struggle against the poli-
cles of compromise - pursued
by the Government, as well
as the struggle in defence of
progressive policles and de-
-clarationss made by -the
Government—all these strug-
gles cannot be effective if
‘they are waged only or even
mainly through speeches In

Parlidment and the Legisla--

- ture and through articles in
our journals. They have to be
waged on a mass scale—by
-efforts to bulld popular unity

" -and alsé through independent

mobilisation by the Party. - For
this, we .have to lay utmost
stress on the task of raising
the . political level of the

“masses who follow our Party.

so that they move-into action
on political issues. Such posi-
tive action and independent
mass action will also facilitate
. the process - of radicalisation
among the masses who follow
the Congress and other par-
~tles, and be a powerful lever
to forge democratic unity.

Defend And
‘Strengthen =
-Foreign - . .
Policy

- " One of the main targets of
attack of - imperialistss and
their friends is India’s foreign
policy. This is not surprising
in view of the position India
occuples in world affairs. Ours
was the first party in the
country to advocate that a’
forelgn policy of peace, anti-

. colonialism, cooperation with
-Socialist countries and close

to establish -

actionary pressure - on India’s
foreign policy has increased-—
both from imperialists and by

extreme Right-wing elements.

in our own country. Imperial-

ists have bLeen striving to .-

change -our foreign policy.and

for -this purpose, they ,are °

> utilising- their economic “aid”.

The Jan Sangh, the Swatan-

. tra Party, the Right-wing PSP

leaders, Right-wing elements °

Inside the Congress, the big-

bourgéois-controlled  Press— -

-all have been active on the

issue, making full use of the

' India-China -dispute for the

" whole purpose

purpose.
of “common defence”

The slogan is given"

“really . neutral” and - not
‘associate itself ‘“too closely”
with. Socialist States. The
of “this. pres~
sure, these slogans and argu-

. ments, is to bring about a re-

actionary modification - of our-

foreign policy—a modification
which the imperialists desire
and have been striving for for
several years. ’

By and large, “these pres-

-sures have been resisted. There -

have been powerful counter-
‘acting - forces, too.
assoclation with the USSR
and economic cooperation
with it has. grown closer. A

Jarge number of African States .
which have won political ihde- -

pendence in recent years take

. 8n anti-imperjalist stand in
the UN. The interest of the

Indian nation demands a con-
tinuation of the present
foreign policy. Nehru, who has
been. the main -architect of
this policy, has shown no ‘in- .
clination to abandon it. India
stands in the camp of Deace’
-and -anti-colonialism, against
war and for disarmament.

At the same time we can-
‘not shut our eyes to the fact

that. there ‘have been pro--

nounced vaclllations of the

_ Government of India on seve-

" position and

ral occasions in recent periods.
There have been a number of
fallures on its part to take a
.consistent stand—especially on
issues of anti-colonialism: The
Government of India takes too
long a time- to take a correct

position is. not always suffici-
ently firm. In a world situa-

" tlon which has become more

favourable than ever, due to

. the . growing might of 'the

Soclalist camp and the attain- - .
ment of freedom by many . -

countries of Africa, it was ex-
pected. that Indla would act
as the leader - and vangiuard
of  the newly-independent

" States. This has not happened.

On several issues, a number

- of African States which shook

off colonial rule only recently
take & more consistently anti-
‘imperialist stand than us. .
A glaring ezample of  this
has been our Government's
vacillations on "the issue of
Congo. While denouncing Bel-

glan imperialists, India keeps -
silent on the role-played by .

the USA and showers praise

on Hammarskjoeld whose des- -

- picable - activities. in Congo

: legal Government headed by.

friendship with - African and -

Aslan countries is in our gen-

.uine: national - Interest.  We
- have been extending general
support to the Govérnment of

Indlia’s foreign policy. In the"
perfod - since Amritsar, ‘re- -

. ' N

helped the imperialists, While

rightly opposing the seating .

of Kasavubw’s agents in the
United Nations and demand-
ing that the Congolese Par-
liament should be convened,
India refuses to recognise the

Antoine Gizenga, as has been
done by several African States,

by Yugoslavia and even by.
Several other ex--

Indonesia.
amples can be citéed. More
than once, under the spurious
slogan of “two power blocs”
and on the plea of “not taking
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with -
- Pakistan. The argument is .
"advanced that India should be.

India’s -

even then the.

" serious. erisis.

. the

sides in the cold war”, India

has refused to - take a firm
anti-imperialist position. India

Is now .coming to be looked.

upon 'by many as the leader
of “moderates” in the Afro-
“Asian group. This certainly is
not a role which Indian pat-
riots would like India to play.
" Such vacillation.on the part
of the Government of India is
not in conformity with India’s
. general foreign policy and
India’s * great -anti-imperialist
traditions and .also- does not
reflect Indian public opinion.

- Therefore, while -continuing .
to support the general foreign

policy of - the .Governmerit, it
is the task-of all demoecratic
forces in the country to exer-
cise vigilance so that there is
no sliding back and to mobi-
lise the masses - so that the
vacillations’ and weakenesses
are combated. - o
. A major reason for' this
weakness Is that while the re-

actionary forces who want to -

change the forelen policy are
vocal and active, the progres-
sive and democratic forces,
including' the mass following

- of the Communist Party, are

not so active in counteracting
thelr pressure. There is the
sectarian tendency of ‘-not
making full use of the correct
stand of the Government in
order to forge broad unity and
bring about broad mobilisa-
tion. Also there is the reform-
ist .and tailist tendency - of
. taking fhe present -foreign
policy for granted. of relyving
too much on the Government
of India:.and Prime Minister

. Nehru and ' hesitation to g0

beyond the -stand taken by

them. We underéestimate the
conspiracies-of . the imperial-
ists .and their capacity for
desperate action — due . to
which we are often taken by
surprise. o

- Mass mobilisation and mass
action on issues of peace and
anti-colonialism -are yet total-
ly inadequate: The teéndency
is one of leaving the initia-
tive in the hands of the Gov-
ernment, of waiting to see
what it does - when an issue
arises. The ‘democratic forces
do not - seize ‘the initiative.
They do not act to shape Go-
vernment’s policy. They only
react to declarations made by
the. Governwent., Inevitably

4 their role beconies one of sup-

vorting or opposing the acts
of the Government in the
sphere of foreign policy.
Such 2 situation should not
be allowed to continue. -
‘1t is also imperative that
effective steps are taken by
the: Government of India to
liberate over six lakhs of our
countrymen who, to this day,
remain under the- colonial
‘rule of the Portuguese fas-
cists. . .
- It must be the endeavour of

_all patriotic people to ensure

that the foreizn policy of our
country becomes increasingly
anti-imperialist, a policy of
‘Increasingly close - association
with the freedom-loving coun-
tries of Asia and Africa and

‘of cooperation with Socialist

and other States ih defence of
peace. Our Party and the mass
organisations under our influ-
ence will have to play a far
more important role in this
direction than hitherto.

N o . —
The working class movement
has registered a big advance.
In recent periods, on a num-
ber of occasions, all workers
of - the same ' industry have
gone into action. The strike
of over five lakh employees of
the Central - Goverriment,
‘which' came about because of
the .united decision “of all
, Organisations  of . Govern-

"' ment employees united in the

Joint Council of Action was,
despite all limitations and

. lack of preparation, a major
. ‘event and focussed attention

on'the most outstanding griev-
ance of all people, that Is, the

- steep rise in prices. Neverthe-

less, that consciousness which

" would move.the entire mass on

a general issue . affecting the
workers .as ‘'a whole and on
Seneral democratic issues is
yet too inadequate.

Even in the fleld of wages,
the working class is facing a
Although the
continuous strugglé of the
workers has wrested some
increases  in money wages.
from the unwilling . hands of
emrployers, their real
waces -show a . markedlv
declining . trend since . 1955.
The real wage level in 1960 is
no- higher, if not actually.
lower, than the level of 1939.
At the same time, prodnction,
productivity and. profits in

. the organised industries have-

been ri<ing. ‘throughout the
Second Plan period.

By - fighting for hicher
Wwages, dearness allowance,
bonus, - more -amenities and
-better.conditions of work. the
worker fights for a. larger
shave of the weslth he s

" Producine and " of the ennds
- Which are the real national , various States and ‘above all,
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.scale of dearmess

"and . mobilising

NTS

income, a share which the em-

ployer always wants to reduce:

in some way and for which
the worker must always ficht
.in the ways open to him. This

day-to-day struggle is, there-

fore, -the necessary and cons-
tant daily task of the trade
unions. The .entire -working
class, irrespective of different
affiliations, is vitally inter-
ested in the fight for a sliding.
allowance,
the raising. and fixing. of
minimum wages, for a general
rise in basic wages and against
high prices and rationalisa-
tion™ and’ productivity -sche-
mes leading to retrenchment.

At the sdme time, this
struggle of the workers s
increasingly sought to be sup-
pressed by the ruling class

" through use of the repressive

machinery of the State and
freé hand to the. capitalists
to practise victimisation.. At
tacks on democratic and
trade union - rights including
‘those which are “legally’’ re~
cognised on paper are mount-
ing.  These attacks can- be

. effectively resisted and repuls-

ed only on the basis of united

-and deftermined mobilisation

of the working -~ class‘ backed
by democratic public opinion.
All these factors,. together
with several other aspects of
intensified capitalist exploita-
tion, are daily strengthening
the objective basis for forging
the class unity of the workers
them for
united action in their com-.
mon - interest. The recent

~truggles and strike actions of -

the textile, jute, plantation,"
rachewnut, = tramway - (Cal-
rutta) and other workers In

the historic ‘strike of the Cen-
tral Government - employees,
are eloguent testimony to the

growing urge of. all sections.

of the working class for unity.

Great new possibilities are

opening up provided the trade,

unions utilise them with con-
. fidence and bold initiative,

If the trdde union move-
ment is to be raised out of the
rut of localism and narrow
economism, . a  determined

campaign- for trade union’

unity and united action must

be developed. On this ques- -

tion, a basically sectarian out-
“look - still persists- and must
be constantly combated. . De-
velopirig broadest unity of all
sections must be combined
with principled - .exposure of
- disruptive and anti-unity ele-
ments and planned expansion
of trade union organisation

.among the lakhs of still un--

organised workers. *

In order to overcome the
serious lag in . the political
consclousness of the working
class, it is necessary to edu-
cate, organise - and mobilise
the workers as part and parcel
of ~ day-to-day trade union
activity .tself. - Popularisa-
tion of the all-round advance
of the Socialist countries, the
need for active solidarity with

the national-liberation move- -

ments of Asia, Africa and
Latin America and with the
working - class. struggles. in
Imperialist: countries;  cam-
paign on the . concrete -issues
‘of disarmament and peace;
vigilance, exposure and action
against the reactionary cons-
piracies and manoeuvres of
Imperialists. and- monopolists
against demdcracy, -against
national economic develop-
ment and_freedom—these are

some of thé most important -

fssues around which we must
carry on ceaseless efforts to

. bring the organised working

class into  action so that it
may. increasingly play its van-
" guard role.

" This vanguard role also-re~
" quires that the working class
comes out ‘in action iIn
defence of the demands of
other classes—above all_, the
peasanfry. . - T

The demgcratic forces must
adopt a correct attitude to-
-wards the small and medium
- industrialists who suffer from
the fiscal and. other policies
of the Government and from
the activities of the monopo-
lists. In matters of trade
union demands, these sections.
of the bourgeoisie cannot be
placed in the same category.
.as the big -bourgeoisie. We
must bear in mind that in

" order to defend. and’ streng-
‘then democracy, as well ag
for the ‘broadening of the
mass movements, it is neces-
sary to support actively the
just demrands of the small and
middle bourgeoisie and.draw
.them closer to the demgcratic
masses. - : ST

In an agrarian counfry like
ours, national regeneration
demands,- above all, rapld
development of  agriculture.
Experience of the .. last
fourteen years proves that
this cannot be done ex--
cept through democratic re-
construction - of * agriculture.
Experience also proves that
left to itself . and in the
absence of 'a mass-movement,
the Congress and the Govern-
ment will not- implement in a .
proper -way. even their own
declarations. The fate of the
Nagpur resolution on land re-
forms Is the- latest instance..

- Ceilings are being imposed in
‘'such a way as to leave practi-
cally no land for distribution

" 'NEW AGE

“such a way as

_to abolish the

—thus defeating the purpose
of celling. - )

-At the same time, it has to
be admitted that our own
approach towards the progres-
sive declarations:made by the
Congress from. time to time
has been defective—arising
from partial and inadequate
-understanding of the factors
that lead to such declarations.
‘To some extent, they express
-the needs of . national bour-
geois development: as against
imperialism - and feudalism.
Then there is the pressure of
the. masses exerted through
the rank and file and progres-
sive -Congressmen. Finally,
there is the attempt to create
illusions among  the masses,
fllusions about - the possibility
of gradual and smooth ad-.
vance through the benevol-
ence of the
without struggles, without
-mass movement. The Nagpur
resolution was also due, to 2
copsiderable extent, to - the
agrarian reforms proposed by
the Comrmunist.led Govern-
ment of Kerala. In these cir-
‘cumstances and" in view of
the certainty that the Risht.
wing-controlled State Minis-
tries were bound to sabotage
the reforms, it was all the

. more necessary for the Com-

munist Party, the ' Kisan
Sabhas and other democratic
forces, to launch a mass cam-
paign and develop ‘common

-activity o as to ensure proper

implementation of fhe de.
clarations—implementation in
benefits the

peasants agricultiral

and

workers. This we failed to do. -

Alliance of . the working
class with the peasantry forms
the pivot and core of the
national - democratic front.
And one of the most impor-

tant. means by - which such

alllance is' forged is the
initiative taken by the Party
of the working class to orga-
nise . the peasantry. The
Amritsar Resolution of. our
. ty  stressed that ‘“the
fallure. to organise - kisan
sabhas and agricultural work-
ers’ unions, in  spite of the

.most favourable conditions,

constitutes the greatest weak.
ness of the entire democratic
movement.” That failure, in
the main, persists. In several
places, the peasant masses,
dissatisfied with the Congress
are falling prey to the propa-
‘ganda carried 6n by parties
and elements of extreme re-
action. - ’ .
Qur tasks on. the kisan
front which .arise out of the
present serious situation, are:
) ‘rernants of
feudalism, bring about a pro-
per redistribution of land, de-
mocratise rural society, create
a productive upsurge in agri.
culture and effect radical im-
provement in the living condi-
tions of the mass of peasantry
and agricultural labourers.
The most important task
for fulfilment of these alms.is
the forging of unity of all sec-
tions of the peasanfry, includ-
Ing agricultural labourers, in
common - campalgns and
struggles for the carrying out

.of radical agrarian reforms

and for securing immediate
economic- relief for the rural
masses. .

In these campaligns and
struggles, = the. * agricultural
workers, sharecroppers and
poor peasants will constitute
the most firm and the most
reliable force, but it is essen-
tial that the middle peasants

.should be decisively won over

and the rich peasants should
be drawn into common actions
on as big a scale as possible
on gpecific issues. '

ruling party, °

=POLITICAL RESOLUTION

There are several issues on
which broad-based mass cam-
_paigns can be built and alt
sections of the rural pepula-

tion mobilised In, view of the
growing food crisis, mounting - -

taxation, the increasing grip
of the moneylenders on the
peasantry, the price-scissors
which cheat the producers in
two-fold  ways, by exacting
from them higher prices for .
manufactured ' goods and by’
denying them a just price for -
their own products. A ringing
call, and mass mobilisation
for food, adequate credit, for
fair-prices, for a just dis-
tribution of resources for
agricultiral improvement, for
developing rural industries,
for various development works
and employment, ' for irriga-
tion schemes, for the lower- .
ing of taxes and rents, for.
fair wages, for -a reasonable: .
ceiling and its strict imple- °
mentation and ' the distribu-
tion of surplus land, is bound
to get response fromr all Sec-
tions of the peasantry.

The. strengthening of the

‘democratic movement in the

rural areas necessitates the
organisation and moving into
action of the most consistent-
ly militant forces-in the vil-
lages, that 1is, agriculural
workers. - The unity of the
mass -of peasantry for imme.

diate economic relief and for - -

radical * agrarian reforms -
would lack firm foundation
without the movement of -
agricultural workers for their
specific . demands  (wages, -
hours of work, employment,
fallow land, homesteads, etc..)
and their active and organis.
ed participation .in all- com-
mon peasant -movements and
Popular strugglés in the
countryside: /. .

One of the most serious
obstacles in the way of -build-
ing peasant ‘unity today is
the existence of political divi-
sions among peasants who
owe allegiance to different-
political parties. A very large
section of the peasantry be-.
longing not only to the upper.
and middle strata, but‘also
the class of poor peasants and -
agricultural labourers -is still
‘under the influence of the
:Congress. The gulf that exists
today between this section of - .
the peasantry and that which
follows the Communist Party
cannot be. - bridged without
our making. very serious and
conscious efforts to .that end.
The Party must do its utmost
to end this division. Experi-
ence has shown that adequate
response Is not always secur- .
ed by issuing appeals to pea-
sants over the  head of and
against the political parties to
which they owe allegiance. It
would, therefore, be advisable:
and necessary to approach
the peasantry following the
Congress in such a way that
they can be drawn into com-.
mon actions and in’ certain -
cases, it would be advisable to
appeal to local Congress com-
mittees and other local -orga-
nisations to which the pea-
sants, who are not under our
influence, are politically at.
tached, for joint front actions
for the redress: of common
grievances and the achieve- .
ment of common mass de- .

‘mands of the rural popula-

tion. .
The existing political divi-
sions among ‘ the peasantry
can be overcome only if the
Kisan Sabha itself is sought
to be built as a' united nrass
organisation of the entire -
peasantry regardless of the
alleglance that different sec-

_ % SEE OVERLEAF
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" tions of the peasants owe to-

different - political parties.-
‘Serious attention has® to be
paid to this task. -

‘Broad. alliance of democra._»
tic forces of all- partles is

' - .needed not-only to modify ‘the.

policies ‘of  the ‘Government .
‘but also in .order to ensure
that many of -the declared
-policies which are in the in-
terest-of -the people are pro-
perly implemented; - not-only
- to0.secure-new concesslons but :
also to ensure that the con-
' cessions -already won are used
- for the benefit of the people;
not-only to extend democracy
biit also to .. ensure- that the

- limited rights.’ ~which - local =

elected ‘bodies enjoy are 'fully

. _utilised in thel interest of the
" people -and so on.

“"'Without -

this, without -a sustained

- effort to-make full use of -all -.

opportunities and all possibi-
lities, it is. impossibie to rouse

“the people- for . struggle -for .

basic reforms. And . for such-

" effort' it is mnecessary and

destrable that “ all those who

L want to serve the, masses'

should unite.-
The struggle to’ draw women,_

‘. youth and . students into the

. democratic movement, to build
their broad-based mass Orga-
nisations’ and develop united
.movements - and .campaigns
for ;the defence of their vital

tion from the task of national

reconstruction, .weaken the
unity of the country. Our
Party resolutely rejects these
- contentions. The fact is In-
_disputable, - as . Thas been
pointed - 'out earlier, that
while wages have yet to rise
-above - the. 1939 level and
minimum wage - and adequate
--dearnéss allowance to com-
pensate . for the - rise in

- prices are denied to workers,

profits have mounted; that
the mass of peasants have be-
nefited little from the agra-
rian,_reforms and-the condit-
ion of agricultural workers has
_actually deteriorated in recent
years; that soaring prices are
fieecing all sectlons of peo-

- ple; that corruption- is ram.

‘pant and the _ bureaucratic
callousness- to the needs of
the people has grown. Nor can
the Government - deny that
whatever concessions the peo-
ple have been.- able to win,
wherever they have been able
‘to stop .or slow down the
offensive of the vested inter-
ests, it has been ‘due prima-
-rily to. the' struggles waged
by the .toiling --masses, the
resistance put - up by them,
combinéd with bold advocacy
of their cause by their re-
presentatives in the Legisla-
tures. This is proved by the

jital  circumstances that led to the

interests is a vital part.of the
-struggle to build the naétionai

: democratic -front. Underesti-

‘mation of the importance. of
‘this work Is:fraught.: -with
gerious dangers for the demo- :
cratie- movement and must be -

- .There is a new awakening
among . -women, 8 rapidly
" “growing urge to overcome the

" - age-0ld disabilities they suffer -

from and make their- contribu.

" tion' to national adverce. Our
- women comrades have done
. ‘valuable work in the. women’s
" ‘movement

and -the .results
show the: great possibilities
._that are there. But-we are
far from fulfilling our: Tes.
ponsibilities and rousing the

-. mass -of women to the com-

mon task facing us

.'The ‘sanre vast possibilities
are. there among youth and -
_studénts. There are vast new -
opportunities of drawing’ them
in. the service ‘of ~ thé people
- and in-défence of their own
vital interests. . The -Parly:

_ mugt take effective- steps to’
stud-

' organise the youth and

ents, to enable. them. to act
" unitedly in défence of thelr
. interests . and. to - rouse their

patriotism for making -their -

_proper contribution in- the
‘struggle- for national ‘advance
and national unity and again- |
. st religion, obscurantism and

. appointment -of° the Second
Pay Commisslon, the taking of
certain steps, ~ though half.
‘hearted, to reduce cloth prices
- after the Céntral Government
.employees’ - strike,”  the stop-
page of advance cocllection of
betterment” levy - after the
great struggle in- Punjab, the
failure, after-mass campalgn,
of the Pattom . Ministry to
sabotage" compietely the agra-
rian reforms. - enacted ‘by the
Gommunist-led - Government
and soon.. *

Moreover, we have tobear in
mind that it is-the worsening
condition of the life of the
people and- consequent discon-
tent that are’- major factors
creating the . very conditions
in which Right -reaction can

. thrive. Had. not “the Commu.-

nist Party and the democratic
organisations acted resolutely
in defence of the people and
organised their struggles and

~

movemrents, wherever they
could, parties of extreme re-
action would have been far
stronger today than they are.

Our Party cannot, there-
fore, relent its opposition to

‘these policies or weaken the

struggle against these attacks
on the people. We seek and
shall strive to secure the sup--.
port and cooperation of all
democrats for these struggles.
which are an essential and
integral part of the mass
movement to build ‘the-
national democratic front.
They have been important-.in
the past in rousing the peo.-
ple in defending their inter-
ests and in~ building their
organisations. They will ac-
quire even greater importance
in the coming period. }

Mass action in ~defence of
the interests of the people and-
for progressive policies ‘are.
themselves powerful factors
helping to bring people toge--.
ther. They do not disrupt
national unity ras Congress
leaders allege. On the con-
trary, they . facilitate = the
cementing of unity on a gen-
uine democratic and popular
basis.

We must broaden the basis’
of the struggles and . win'.
general democratic support
for them so that they acquire
greater sweep and . momens.
tum. Also, in view of the atti-
tude displayed by the Govern-:
ment during many recent
struggles, when draconian
measures were adopted, the
masses, their organisations
and the Party have to pre-
pare themselves organisa-
tionally, politically and ideo-
logically for stubborn resist-
ance.

Our Party will, at the same
time, mobilise the people for
carrying out the task of na.
tional
shall cooperate with all pa-
triotic forces in order to en-
sure speedy fulfilment of the
Plan targets. We shall make
every endeavour to build
popular unity so that the re-
sources allocated for nation-
bullding activities are utilised
in a proper way and in the
interest ot the common peo-
ple.

ANTI COMMUNISM

‘—A Bankrupt Banner

Democratic unity requires,
togéther with the conducting
of struggles for immediate de-

communalism. . Popularisation™ _mands, together with frater-

. of the:ideas-of scientiﬁc Socig-. -
lism ‘among the younger gene-

. -ration is an essential part of .

” the Party's work on this’ front. -
’ Systematic and  vigorous -

_efforts’ must be made: to-over="

‘come weaknesses ~.of ' the:
_Party’s work among- the: intel-
ligentsia and - on- the cultural
front e

ORGAN ISE
M ASS :
STR U GGLES

'I'he ruling party and' even

nal . approach towards the
mass- of Congressmen, mem-
bers of other. parties and
masses who -are under no
‘party’s influence, together
with campaigns on policy
issues,” sustained ideologleal
battle. The Second Five-Year
Plan had declared the follow-
. ing four objectives:

“(a) "a sizable Increase in

- national income so as to ralse

the level of livmg in the coun-

try;. .

- (b)- rapid industrialisation

- with particular emphasis on

the development of heavy and
basic industries; -

© a large expansion of
employment opportunities;
and .

- gome. Right-wing PSP leaders—— (d) reduction of inequalities

frown upon mass struggles.
The Government strives to
crush them. It says that such
struggles - dissipate - -
energy, divert peoples atten-

[
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‘mass-

in income .and wealth and &
.moré- ever distribution of
" economic power.”

certain. amount of Industrial

As we have aiready seen, a -

"-* control over it; genuine agra-.

development has taken piace
and there has been some In-
crease - in national _Income.
But the main benefits -have
gone to the rich, the level of
living of the vast majority re-
mains miserably low, unem-

ployment figures continue to-

mount and Inegqualities in
income
grown continuously. - The -
pledges given by the Govern-
ment have remained wunful-
filled and will Temain unful-
filled unless the masses usiite
and struggle. The ruling
party, with a view to prevent
such unity and such struggle,
raises the slogan
Communism, for it is in the

Communist Party that "it:

sees the most resolute defen-
der of the people. Antl-Com.~
munism has always been the
bankrupt banner of those who

. want to keep the mrasses away

from struggle and dlvert mass
attention from _their own
fajlures. In the ultimate ana.
lysis, it helps the imperialists
and Right reaction. e
Conscious of the tremen-
dous and growing attraction
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‘We should also -

. dom, elimination

and wealth - have

of “anti--

of the”'
including
formally .

objective. But their entire
practice shows that"this is

_meant to distort the real ideas
‘of Soclialism and keep  the
-masses -away from - struggles

for democratic reforms. We
should, therefore, patiently
and continuously = explain to
the people and to Congress-
men that there is not a.grain
of Sccialism in the theories,
policies gnd measures . of the
Congress and its Government.
explain to
them whdt Socialism really

‘means ' and how it can be

achieved. ”

In a vague and general way
large numbers of our people
have come to accept Socla-
lism as a correct objective.
They have seen what- Social-
ism has achieved in countries
where it has trlumphed. They
have seen how it has done
away with. the. anarchy  of
capitalism, put an end to the
staggering contrast between
the wealth of the few and the

poverty of the many, elimina- .-

ted unemployment- and laun-
ched the people on the path
of speedy and continuous ad-
vance. Hence they get drawn
towards Socialism. -

A major. ideological task of
ours is to deepen this cons-
clousness. We have to explain
to the masses, especially the
workers and advanced sec-
tions, the principles of sclien-
tifie Socialism and show the
relation ' betwéen Sociallsm
and the struggle for defence

‘and extension of democracy

in every sphere—economic,
soclal and political.

‘The third general elections

_will be an important event in
‘reconstruction. , We

'Path Of

ideas ~of .Sociallsm -
.among our people,
‘their own followers; the Con-
- gress! leaders have ‘
‘accepted Socialism as their

“ been gathering

- this, struggle, '

‘the life of our country. The -

-Congress .will do everything.

-In its ‘power to give us a set-
back at. the polls so that op-

position to its: anti-people-

policies- gets weakened.. The .

ideological-political _offensive
against our Party that has
strength- In
recent periods I3 essentially
an offensive against the forces
of Indian democracy and a
preparation- for the coming
elections.

.The Swatantra Party, the -
Jan 8angh - as well as the

Praja Socialist Party will .

make every effort to dislodge
us fromr our position as the

.leading psrty of. opposifion in

Parliament as well as in seve-
ral State legislatures.

These efforts - must be de-~

feat¢d. We. must not only re-
tain our present position but
strengthen it -substantially.
Serious preparations must: be.
made for this right from now.

We shall fight the elections
as’ a big political battle on-
the basls of the entire policy
of our Party. Sharply demar-
cating ourselves from the
parties of Right reaction-and
.communalism -and their slo-
gans, we shall, at the same
time, lay bare the anti-people
policles of the Government

. and put forward our alterna-
. tive policies. .

We shall come
before the people with our

record as the Party that stri--.

ves to build 2 national demo-
cratic ‘front for national de-'
mocratic tasks and, as part of
defends the
people against attacks from
the Government and the vest-
-ed Interests. In States where

the possibility exists, .we shalf .

glve the slogan of establish-

ment of a Government which - - -

.can carry out genuinely po-

pular and democrati?z poiicies. -

N atzomzl .

. Adwmce

" The- generai objectives to
realise which- the national
democratic front has to strive
have been narrated - earlier.

. Their ‘maln contents are:

‘strengthening “national free-
of foreign

‘monopoly capitai rapid

. building up of- "national in-

dustries; extension of - the
public sector and democratic

rian reforms; extension of
democracy in political, econo-
mic and social life. Formulat-
ing concrete 'slogans ‘on each
of these issues, our Party will
. develop . countrywide
campalgns for their realisa-
-tion, seek cooperation of pa-
triotic elements in .every
party. It will wage- struggles
in defence of the interests of
the people in the context.and
as an integral part of such a

. campalgn.

Such a campaign, if suffi-
clently ‘sustained and - broad-
based, sufficiently militant

and powerul, can help the,

people .win their - immediate
demands, bring about:changes

in ‘the Government’s- policies,’

foil the attempts of - Right
reaction, expose and isolate it.
It can alter the correlation of
forees ih our country in fav-
our of démocratic forces and

lead to a situation when it

becares a-practical possibility

to raise the slogan -of the.

establishment of a Govern-
ment of the national demo-
cratic front—a Government
representing ) the fighting

mass’

aiiiance of all democratic
forces In the country and
pledged to carry out a genui-
ne national-democratic . pro-

gramme. Such a Government, .

if formed, will be an organ of
struggle- against
forces, a Government which
will pursie a’ .consistently
peace-loving = and- anti-lmpe-
fialist foreign polley, elimi-
nate the hold.of foreign capi-
tal on vital sectors of our eco-
nomy, carry out agrarian re-
forms. which really. ' benefit

the peasantry, severely curb.:

monopoly capital, rapidly’ ex-

makKe it the decisive factor in
the national .economy, extend
democracy and bring -about
such changes in the State

structure as enable- the mass - .
and . -

of ‘people ‘to ' influence
shape governmental  policies.
‘The formation of such a Gov-
ernment  will . enormously
‘strengthen’ the position of the
tolling people in .all spheres
and facilitate the transition
to Soclalism. "

Advance along these lines ..

would correspond to.the best
Interest of our country and
our people.
such advance are more fav-

ourable today than ever be--
fore.-Our Party fervently ap- -

peals to. all national and
patriotic - forces to come toge-
‘ther so that the vast possibili-
ties that are opening up are

fully ullised and our ' people -

speedily reallse their. cherish-
ed ideais
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reactionary’

pand the State sector so as. to-.

Conditions for
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' everyone
" ‘Minister Nehru) acknowledged

The All.India " ‘Peace
Conncil has called for the

-observance of a Gagarin -

-Fortnight from May 12,
1861 (the day on wiuch
-'we -should celebrate the
-completion of ‘one month
- -since Gagarin’s conguest
- of space) to May 27. The
-Géneral Secretaries of the
Council, in a call to all
supporters of the move-
ment to hiold meetings, big
or ‘small, on one or more
days. of this Fortnight,

~ -say: . :
| “The whole world has
., beenr electrified at the
. news that man has enter-
ed space and come back to
tell mankind
The name of Yuri Gagarin

is. now a name known in--

every corner of the globe.

. “The Soviet leaders, ac-
<claiming’ this event of the
century, were equally in-
.sistent  that-
-trinmph was a triumph of
world peace. In 8 flash,

- ' everyone could
- tremendous power —man

" now possesses and. what
* this power could do to end
.hunger - and: poverty. -in

Africa ‘and . Latin .

America ... provided it

conld be used-for peace and -

progress alone and no more

. for war and armaments.”
One of the specific forms
of action suggested by the

.Council is the securing of

_ signatures of representa-
tive personalities and of
endorsements at mass
meetings and other gather-

" ings, of an ' invitation  to .

about it.

Gagarin’s

- see what

Ga.garin to v;sit Ind.ia. This
invitation ‘(the text of -
which we give below) " is
equally a pledge for general”
‘and complete disarmament.

" -We hope that our readers’
will take initiative to see
. that the iavitation is end.
© orsed by.the organisations
in which they work. The
All.India Peace Council will’
send the - invitation to
Gagarin with a list of all
signatures and of organisa-

“tions which support the .

appeal, on- June 1. AH
names of individuals and
organisations’  supporting _
the invitation should be
sent by that date:-to: Al -
India Peace Council, 14,
Munshi - Niketan, Kamala
Ma.rket New Delhi. ’

. INVI'I‘ATION FROM
INDIAN PEOPLE

Dear Friend Yuri Gagarin,

Our hearts are filled with
boundless joy at your cour--
ageous conquest of space.
Your journey in the space-
ship Vostok is the greatest
‘event of this century, sym-
bolising the tremendous
advance of science and
technology, the stupendous X
power which man  poss-
esses.,

" Yours is ‘a victery for
your ‘great country, the:
. Soviet Union, - and for all

that it represents.

_ Yours is a victory for all
humanity, and, above al},
for the' forces working for

'_conquer space,

]

GAGARIN FORTNIGHT

péace.. You have given a
new impetas. to® the Gov-
ernments and peoples, who
stand for peace and total
disarmament, - to redouble
their efforts. :

For us in Asia, Africa and
Yatin America, your colos-
sal achievement points the '
way to an early end of the
backwardness, hunger and

.- poverty, which have been

the legacies of imperialist

“rule and exploitatlon

it man has the power to
he surely’
‘has the power here and now
to conguer the hunger of
our millions, provided this
power is snatched away
from the hands of the im-
perialists, ‘who use it to
make ever new weapons of
war and destruction. Man

* can banish hunger for all -
. time,

provided . this new
power is used only as you
have nsed it, dear Yuri
Gagarin, for the purposes
of peace and progress and
the betterment of life.

We extend to you a
hearty invitation to visit
India at the earliest con-
venient time, and particu-
larly to come to our State of

..and our cityidistrict of

"... We long to shake you

by the hand, to embrace
you and to hear from you

- directly of your magnificent

Journey into space

We pledge ourselves to -
continue more resolutely
than ever the efforts being
‘made by our Government

To
" 'The National Conncil

New Delhi,

Moscow, i
May 1, 1961

3

Message fram CPS FJ |

The Central Committee of the Commnmst Party of .the
Soviet Union heartily thanks the participants of the Sixth
Congress of the Communist Party of India and all.Indian
Communists for the warm greetings addressed to the CPSU
on the occasion of the successful flight of Comrade Yuri
Gagarin on the cosmic ship Vostok around the earth.

We wish the Communist Party of India success in the
struggle for the vital interests of the Indian workmg people,
for peace and social progress.

Central Commttee
COmmumst Party of the Sowet Umon

-of the Communist Party of India, o R

and people, in cooperation
with your Government and
people, for pgeneral and
.complete controlled disar-
‘'mament— so that the trial
blazed by you can be follow- -
ed by many -others for the
. greater glory and happi-
ness of the entire human
_ race. .

With our affectionate

congratulations,
Yours, in fr!endsinp,

BR&W@

comrnon.
COMMISSION -

TBE Vijayawada Con-i-

gress of the Commu-. .

nist Party of India . un-
animously elected ' Com-

rades S. V. Ghate, P. Nara-

yanan Nair, U. Ramam,

Abdul Malim and Hajrah-

Begum as members of the

- Central Control Comsmnis-

sion.

G@AN

GUERRILLAS !

WEEN we. read in the
daily Press the story of
a raid on a, Portuguese out
post in Goa in late March,
followed by -another in the
night of April 26 we rushed

E&@S'

- intervention starting right in
1954 was the uninterrupted
«continuation of- John Foster
- Dulles* brink-of-war Indo-
-China policy.

The - Soviet Union——one of

. the architects of the Geneva

_Agreément—did everything to
uphold it and.secure ‘its im-
plementation till US. machi-
.nations finglly. scuttled -the
International C om m-ls -

- sion. Later on the USSR pur-

sued . consistently’ the only

course open to it in- the spirit -

-of the Geneva Agreement—
namely, to support the legiti-

‘. mate Laotian Government of -

Souvanna - -‘Phouma which

(above all Prime

-was the only Government

.capable ‘of steering Laos on’
the neutral and independent :

‘course. -

The fact that US. interven-
tion and Soviet support to.the
" Jegal' Government have been
basically different is also
proved by the end result of
the two processes. 'The US.

- Press itself is eloquent witness

to this. On May 1, Times of
India .quoted one Mr. Jack
Nevar writing in New York
“Times. He described. the Lao-

_tian situation as grim for the

U.S. and as reflecting a “com-
_blete. failure of U.S. policy
‘over six years of the country’s

" independence from France.”

Nevar ruefully wroter fur-
“ther: .

“Despite U.S.

"million - inhabitants . than to
any other nation in’ history—
the country is almost bliss-
“fully ignorant of the immi.
Tnent peril of a Communist
take_over. The fact that most
-of the .money went to the
army is- the usual explana-.
‘tion : .

\
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expenditure -
of $300 million in that period
. —ore for each of Lads’ two

“But despite the abundance

of funds appropriated for it,-

the army is nearly useless in

-protécting the .country from

the - pro-Communist rebels
(xreaning, in American jargon,
the lawful’ Government of
Laos) whose ald from the

Communist bloc is inferior in -

quality and quantity to that

-given to the Government (ie.,
‘the rebel) forces.”

The Times of India Corres-

pondent quoting . this 'plece-

legitimately asks:- You can

‘give them arms but.how can

you make them fight?
The fact is that the vast

majority of Laotians have.

long since seen the U.S.
game and that is why the

'U.S. is out to step up direct -

intervention and is even

creating difficulties in the

Co-Chairmen’s .call . for

cease-fire 'being promptly

 responded to.

The convening of the Inter-

national Commission in New
Delhi has been welcomed by
the 'Royal Laotian 'Govern-
ment of . Prince Souvanna
Phouma. He has also wel-
comed the proposal to hold an
enlarged Geneva type con-
ference on May 12.

In a statement handed over
on. May 3 to representatives
of Soviet and British Govern-
ments in Hanoi, Prince Sou-

vanna Phouma has cited facts.

demonstrating - the -Laotian

Government’s ® striving . for a-

peaceful solution of the Lao-
tian problem, for an early
cease-fire and an armistice in
the country and exposes the

attempts of the Phoumi Nosa. "

van-Boun Oum group to wreck
the talks.

Despite the fact that Viern-
tiane -has not replied - to - the

appeal of the lawful Govern- .

ment to send delegates to Na-
Mon or any other point be-

tween "the lines of the two
sides in the area of Hin-Hop, -

Prince Souvanna Phoumsa has
ordered . the troops of ‘the
Royal
and the Neo Lao Haksat arm-
ed forces to stop military
operation beginning from May
3, 1961 “in order to create
favourable conditions for a
meeting between the parties
concérned In Laos and to
achieve an .actual cease-fire
prior to the opening of the
international conference sche-
duled for May 12". )

Prince Souvanna Phouma
writes further in this com-
munication that the Laotian

" problem Is primarily a prob-

lem for the Laotians  them- -
selves and above ali, by the
sides concerned.

“At the same -time,” Sou-

‘vanna .Phouma says, “I con-

sider that the convocation of
a conference of fourteen coun-
tries Is the most .effective
measure for the solutionof
the Laotian problem on the
international plane.- There-

- fore, the convocation of the-

conference of the fourteen
countries, the cease-fire and
resumption of the Inter-
national . Commission  for

‘Supervision and - Control are

inseparably connected - links
in the same chain.”

The next few days will
decide the fate of the
latest effort to bring peace
to troubled Laos. If US,
aggressive appetites. can be
sufficiently curbed by pres-
.sure of peace.loving Gov-
ernments and peoples,
- cease-fire will be effective
and  will lead -to - stable
peace. "If world opinion is
unable to check the US.

© imperialists and they are
allowed to press with their
aggressive designs as hith--
ertofore, the people .of Laos
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Laotian Government,
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will find the way to finally

throw them out of their

country, lock, stock and
barrel. There cannot be the
least doubt about it.

If the frenzied and repeated
consultations” in- the /US.
National Security Council and
the accompanying’' comments
in the US. Press are any
indication the situation is
pretty serious.

UPX Correspondent Donald
May said in a Washington dis-
patch on May 1 that “Presi-.
dent Xennedy and his top
advisers today approached the
moment of decision on whe-
ther to send allied troops into
Laos.” He held that the deci-
sions which Kennedy and the
U.S. . officials had to.consider
now were “whether and when
to invoke military interven-
tion' (in Laos) by SEATO....
how much .could be achieved

by such battlefield action and

whether it would prove. any
more fruitful than further
diplomatic manoeuvrings.”

. The same day the New.
York Herald@ Tribune wrote
editorially that the U.S. “will
not permit” the Phoumi-
Boun Oum rebels “to be fatal-
ly compromised.” It further
threatened, “At what moment
direct intervention by = the
United States or SEATO will

be- undertaken is not known. '

But there must be some point
of no return—and it is clear it
is rapidly being approached.”

Observers also see connec-
tion with Laos in the cancel-
lation of 6,000 U.S. troops’ air-
lift to West Germany-which
was to start on May 1. AP,
Correspondent” wrote = that

‘obviously, the jmmediate rea-

son was “to keep these forces

readily available to quick use

elsewhere if needed.”
(May 4). .

our Correspondent to the

spot. As we go to press, he

" has just come back, with
the heart.warming account
of these heroic actions. His
full story will appear next
~week. Here in brief are a
few highlight peints. - :

The Goan commaind went
into their first action. at

. Keri, March 23," midnight. -

‘They cut their way through
wire entanglements - and.
planned to overpower the
Portuguese in their own
den. They threw grenadw,
which being old, proved
duds. The Portuguese fired
Tlike mad, about 2,000
rounds, but dared not come

out and attack. The Goan"

guerrillas faced the furious

fire without any casnalty "

and melted into the bosom

of their villages' and ;un- .
. gles. -

© Undeterred by thls ini-"
tial . failure, ;the Guerrilla
High Command aimed
higher still. On- April - 26,
they noiselessly seized a
Portuguese army station.

wagon and drove to-the Be.
just one mile -

tis outpost,
‘across the river from Pan-
Jjim, the capital. They relied
upon their shot-guns this

time and were successful °

beyond their fondest expec-
tation. . °

The Portughese mlhtary
force ‘was neatly' over-
_powered and made to march
out, one by one, with aands
up. Their billets were sear-
‘ched,” all the automatic ’
weapons, grenades and box.
fuls of ammunition seized.

The wireless had been
smashed earlier. o '

Thus without. a scratch
all the guerrillas marched
back to their base snfe and
all smiles,

The much longed for

Goan liberation struggle -
has got on its feet. Every

. seli-respecting Indian can

now look the fighting Afri-
can in the face, striking at
the common enemy,.sepa.
.rately and together, ensure
the end of Portugnese colo-

. nialism and write a new -

chapter in the living history -
of Afro-Asnan resurgence.
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_AND NOW AGAINST.
“THE HATIONAL FLAG - -
THE “Bharatiya”. Jan
-1 Sangh is - currently
engaged in a campaign, in
its own sheeply fashion, of
‘trying to prove that'lt is
not & communal ~party.
.Evidently it has some reali--
sation of the people’s feel.
ing of .revulsion and wrath
at the exposure of its. re-

and Moradabad. = .
- But the-campaign verges

succeeds in achieving is not
_innocence but just the cons
‘Because with every

- ceeds . in - underlining its
basically communal charac-
ter. Their - -credo  that
-.nationalism in India can

"~ communalism?”. (
" 'vealed at_every step.. .

. is communalism " and’ what.
-is 'nationalism”; - the Orga.
. miser pleads: .

“It is the Congress which
by .putting .Hindus and
Muslims on- par—it is”like
b —putting - the camel and
. the camel's tail on par
_—15 ‘creating the -wholly
false issiue o
myunalism’: - “Muslin

1 inalism”, ‘A - blatant

and

‘§ commun: . A 1
- -example of this is the adop-
tion of - the striped flag

instead of the ancient and
. ‘glorlous Bhagwa Dhwaja.”.

3 The plea has already been-
- familiarised by Gurujl Gol-
wikar -of RSS' fame. - Only--

the words are different. It is

*such a thing as Hindu com.
"munalism jn India because
:India belongs to those who
profess Hinduism while -the-
. ofher religlonists are aliens
and - traitors: here. What is
new and notdble is the open
‘aenunciation. of Na.’
‘tional Flag. - - N

MORE. i .
) 'MUSLIM-BAITING | "

WHILE ‘the counfry Is
anxiously debating the
lessons of  Jabalpur,
Jan- S8angh is in-jitters ag

posure-of Its eriminal role.
.1t wants . Jabalpur fo be
' skipped over .as speedily. as
possible. S6 Pandit Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya writes:

did -not last for more than

~gress i3 still harping on
“them”. -~ .

_.He even’ waxes literary.
.He writes ot those who note
in’ Jabalpur ““the zecrudes.
cence of ‘communalisir that
‘they.are only brandishing

miil like the Knigh
Spanish :story. In the same
essay of -his he states that

“the Muslims are fo be
_educated, _reformed - and
nationalised.” The . Jan

"3 Sangh, which, he says, “has -

& clear -

. precisely this task. .as.
we "have seen, it does not
matter " if °some .Muslim
lives.are-lost as'in Jabalpur.

Towards the achievement
Jot the.
““national” task, the Jan
Sangh carries "out-an un-
. ceasing campaign “of “vitu--

- same task "with

cent foul role. at’Jabalpur .
on the doltish and-what it -

-trary. y
P pt?r"a;se that its Press or lea. -
derg mouth, it :‘ouly suc..

-In an artlcle titled “What .

‘Hindu com. .

~that  there- can never be

the..
_.the prospects of further ex- .

. “The Jabalpur-fiots have™ °
‘$ long subsided. In fact they
a rew hours. But the Con- .

‘their swords at the wind." is

same supremely -

. peration . against ‘the Mus-

11}115. Tléﬁ rol‘gyof its mouth.
ece e ugadharma’
gz lighting 'the communal
blaze at Jabalpur Is already
well.known. The - party’s
weekly = mouthpjece at
- Delhi duly. carries out the
th. an- un-
- ‘ceasing .propaganda offen-
sive. I will just quote here
two screaming  headlines
. from its most recent issues:
. GAGWANA MUSLIMS DE.
SECEATE TEMPLE
- . ¢april 1)

CALCUTTA . MUSLIMS IN
A MURDEROUS MOOD

' (apri 10
. How _odd, Indeed, that
such a “nationalist” party
.should be -"dubbed com-
. munalist! o

'HOAX OF A
RESOLUTION ~ -

HAVE already quoted in
these columns the pro-

found lesson in “sociology”

. that the -same tabloid pre-
ached in justification of
communal rioting.. It argu-
ed that- as “Hindu and
Muslims = do d.lt;ot_ 'mteéz

. on gpea)
ing terms (sle) “it is but
just the misdeed of a Mus-
Im rapist- should ‘be re.

: {)tllled-to by an ‘offensive of

e Hindu community aga.
inst the Muslims!,
niser, March 27).

-~ Do not call. this commu. -

nalisne, please, because the
Jan Sangh, too has now
passed a very pontifical re.
solution on “comm: ”
at Patna. )

. Only .1ts digits are of
“the Head-below-and-legs.
above varilety. '“National
ism,” Pandit Deen Dayaljee
has declared, - “is nothing

but Hinduism.”, It logically .

.Tollows that communalism
. (of the Hindu breed) is not
to be combated but upheld.

- What you have to do is to
. .join the Jan Sangh’s.  cru-

e of “educating, reform-
ing, nationalising” and up-
rooting the Muslism! That
is the real meaning of its
fsl{)'lution on. . communal-

TAILPIECE

" T learn from  the Jan

Sangh' Press that Dr. V.
K.-R."V. Rao has taken a
fancy for communal
unionism”, . :

He not-only took the
trouble of inaugurating an

-annual conference of the

Delhi State Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh, but also gave
‘2 chit to this ragtag and
bobtail of “trade unionism’

whose sole and avowed aim -

to sow the 'communal
virus among Indian work-
ers. - :

Dr. Rao, ‘according to the
report,. called - this pitiful
clique, “a -very. disciplined
organisation.”. ' I have no
knowledge of the-truth in

. this matter. All that I can

say is that the manner In
which the Jan- Sanghites
aré -flounting his. chit does
little credit to the well-
known Professor of Econo-
mics . and - former Vice.
Chancellor of . the

Univetsity. -

. —GARUDA

a

7 : testified

“trade -

Delhi -
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NEW CZECHOSLOVAKIA-16
| stroing,_lilf;éfalt"lg_y,_ L@él_é; Ta Eopk At:'-_?-

| Tralisition To Soclallsm Acc@inplislig_tl

During the death .l;a‘hgs of the Nazi tyranny a bébe :

was born—New Czechoslovakia was born amidst war-

time ruins. The child confidently built her blocks,
tossed paint patterns. and young ideas into the air,

setting new. wheels, wheels of Socialism, in motion.
Now she is sixteen, stfong, healthy, lovely to look at.
It is an age for launching dreams to distant planets—
and also for keeping ene’s feet on the ground......

OULDN'T she be proud of
“~her achievements? &

By 1960, Industrial produc-
tion was four times more
than In the most prosperous

pre-war years, and it is well ~

to note that Czechoslovakia
had been one of the advanced
industrial countries -salready
before the war.

Within ten years of .the.two
Five-Year Plans, agricultural

production increased by 20.8 Consumption will rise by one-

per. cent although. the agri-
cultural population 1is now
only half of what it had been
in the pre-war -period, -the
.other half having been ab-

. sorbed by industry.

For fifteen .years alreédy

‘there has been no unemploy- 41 metres of cloth-nd 45 pairs -

ment.

Rising
Standard =~ - -

This unprecedented in-
crease in output was reflect-
ed in a rising standard-of
living. The shop ‘' windows
it. During - the
Second Five-Year Plan end-
ing 1960, the real earnings
were - raised by one-fifth
through rise in wages and
cuts in the prices of -con-
sumer goods. .

Czechoslovak developments
_have already given a rebuff to
those economists, who hold

. that the growth of industrial
- production drops proportiona-

tely as the industrial matu-
rity of the country advances.
The average annual growth
of industrial production In
Czechoslovakia during . the
years 1948-58 was 11.7 -per
cent while in the UBA it was
only 2.5 per cent, in Great
Britain 3.4 per cent and in
.France 6.6 per cent. Lo

No wonder, at - sixteen
Czechoslovakia undertakes her
Third Five-Year Plan (1961-
65) with greater vigour and
deeper confldence. - Industrial
production will increase by 58
per cent over 1960, that is, six
times more than that of 1937,
and agricultural production

will rise 28.5 per cent over -

that of 1960 by the end of the
Third Five-Year Plan. .

parents it means more time
to devote to the upbringing
-of their. children, There will
be more time for recreation
asd cultoral  emulation—
more books will be read and
greater interest will be
- taken in the theatre, cine-
. - ma, television - and other
arts. : .

.~ Another 'important' aspect
will be the per capita rise In
real earnings to one-fifth.

third, industrial - goods by 40
per cent. By 1965, one in three
households will own a re.
frigerator; television sets will
be one to 1.9 households -and
washing machines one to-1.5
- households. During 1965.every
" citizen will buy on an average

of ghoes: During the course of
the Third - Five-Year ' Plan,
. 230,000 families ‘will- buy cars
.and the number of owners of
motor-cycles, scooters and

autocycles - will * amount .to .

. 1,200,000,

What changes it will bring
‘In the life of the 1.35 crores
of Vpeople ‘of ‘Czechoslovakia!

> But the Czechoslovak peo-
ple’ will -not become'. mere
. addicts to refrigerators, tele-
vision sets and cars—their
spiritual " and cultural life

grows and expands together ,’

with- -their material = well-
being. Many facts testify to
this—best of all perhaps the
four books -that are - being
printed and sold per person a
year, and -no trash among

hem. .

. Socialist

Republic

" In only fifteen years—the
shortest space of time so .

far—Czechoslovakia has ac-
_complished the transition
from capitalism to Social-
ism. In July last the
National Assembly adopted
a new and fuolly Socialist
Constitution and according.
- 1y Czechoslovakia now bears
“the name of “Czechoslpvak
Soocialist Republic”.- -

In Czechoslovakia’s - trade,
with  India, machines - and

-~ equipment represent’ a fully -

‘Reduced Hours
0f Work

And how will this affect
the daily life of the citizen?
Perhaps one
important prospect is the.
reduction of the working
-week to 40 hours in mining

-.and - 42 hours elsewhere
.. without any loss of pay. For
. NEW AGE

of the most

80 per cent of ‘the total. The
mutual relations between Cze-

" choslovakia and India, parti.

cularly in - the -economic
sphere, have expanded by
leaps and bounds. The gteat.
est export undertaking in. all
.the histery of Czechoslovakia -
is the foundry forge plant in

‘Ranchi which after comple-

tion will be comparable to the .
famous Skoda Works but—
_naturally-—even-meore modern. -
It 'will be the basis for several

 machine building.

In addition to the many
plan
been bullt with. Czechoslovak
assigtance, . other plants that
will be built in India during
the period of the Third Five-

Yeay Plan, include ong heavy
m&cﬂlue-tools, * plant, one

.heavy - electrical . equipment -

plant, one high pressure botler
plant. . - .

For these Czechoslovakia -
has granted India a,credit of . .

Rs. 23 million to be repaid in
Indian goods over a period of
eight ‘ years. One of these
goods is- iron  ore of which
-Czechoslovakia takes one mll-
lion tons a year. In the pri-
vate | sector, Czechoslovakia

collaborates or "will collabo-
Tate in the construction of a

motor.cycle factory, a tractor
frafactoto;y, ? tyre . factory, re-
ctory factories and many

'H’g'g?ore T
Celebrations

Pt only trade and econo-
mie. collaboration but also-

* cultural
brought India and Czecho-
slovakia. closer -~ together.

- People "in' both countries.
know - so _much . ‘more
--abont each other and about:
~ their heritage. For instance,
.the centenary of Rabindra.

- nath Tagore is being cele.. -

. brated in  Czechoslovakia
-with broadcasts - and tele-
vision proérammes reaching"

' every family, with cultural
shows and..exhibition in alt

- important towns, and with

_-new editions .of his. works
translated from the Bengal¥
‘original. - . L

- In- the quest for peace and

disarmament for liberation of

peoples - still under colonial
rule and the strengthening of
the Independence of those -

that have recently been libe. -

rated © Czechoslovakia - and-
Indla are marching side by
slde——into further years and
decades of their indepen-
dent life. -
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Aftermath

. in Algeria and in France, ¢

- First, why did the fascist
" -generals strike at this partic

B . S A

T HRE L -E ) 'qiies_tions né’ed
answering about the

the abortive fascist ' coup:

t

cular moment? - Second, why

" did the éoup- collapse so sud-;.
_ denly? Third, what is the im-

mediate perspective? - y
It i3 clear enough that de-

Gaulle’s proposal to conduct

negotiations ‘with - the Alge.,.

‘rian Provisional Government

was only the immediate pre-
text. The real impulse to re-
volt came from the policy of
tolerance and Aacquiescence’

-adopted by de Gaulle towards .

the conspiratqrs.

De Gaulle’s
Enactiom . = 7

All' the conspirators had
made their positlons known
publicly for quite séme time.
General Salan had .publicly

. .stated that the army would'

“move”. against the.policy of

“surrender” In Algeria. Gene-

. de Gaulle,

" conspiracy = thoroughly,

inspiration

ral Challe, as long ago as
December 1060, had revealed:
his attitude of defiance to the
Government during " the. trial
of the leaders of the Alglers

“revolt In January 1960. It wds

an-open secret that the para-
troop battallons of the French.
army were_, restive’ following:
the dismissal of Massu.  Re-'
peated warnirigs were sent 1o
from unimpeach-’
able sources; ' that -a mutiny’
was In the offing towards the

-end of Aprll, " - -

- Yet, the Government ré. .
‘mained inactive. Why? 'As’
the New_ Statesman-(April
28)  commentator,-  Paul
_Johnson, puts it: “the fact
remains. that. the" résponsi-

* bility for inaction mnst rest .

_on de Gaulle’s shoulders.”.
And " the reason . fof .de’

. Gaulle’s' inaction, is ‘dlso very .
correctly - stated:: “It. fust, be;
" remembered . that it was pre. - -

cisely the disaffected.officers.

| In France |

. S0 General Challe asked to
be relieved of his post in
‘NATO and retired to prepare
the plot. against France in
Algeria. The .CIA- assured
General Challe that he would
have U.S. support- ‘against de*
Gaulle. . = - o .

"1t Is significant that in his:
stitemént over Algiers Radio’

- on April- 23, General Challe

went out of his way to sing
the pralses of “the young and
sympathetic, President Ken.-
nedy” while the rest of . his
speech- was ~ devoted .to de-.
nouncing the so-called “Comr.

munist.. danger in North
Africa” S
While Alglers was cut off

from.the rest of the world,
ways were found to enable.
two Americans to go to the
zadlo to sing the praise of
CGeneral Challe to the U.S.

:The CIA, as is its normal
-practice, had miscalculated
the amount of support' that
the-fascist rebels had in the
French armed forces. Thus, it
was that President Kennedy
had to rush in with his mess-
age of support - at the last-
minute to de Gaulle. . ..

. That this -depiction of the
role of the CIA i3 no product
of - #Communist imagination”
is made clear by the following
extract from the- despatch of
K.:8.8helvankar to The Hindu
from London: “There have
been persistent rumours which
cannot, by the nature of the"
.case, be verified that General-
.Challe had the secret backing -
-of -the American Central Intel.
ligence Ageney.".. - . L.
- “General: Challe, 2 NATO:
commander, - Hiad ..contdets
with “{He: ‘Americans; - also' he
and his assoclates made much.
of ‘the ‘Communist-danger’ in
Algeria and it is kriown that-
de-Gaulle’s - attitude towards

who placed de. Gaulle in his - .-

resent, position. If de Gaille.
lpia‘.'ﬂ .smashed: “the. ,embgppliq;_
spirs “he-,
would _haveé - destroyed - the .

: f tity ‘and-thus-. ter-revolution -organises. reve.. 'strong links that umite Cuba's
e oseiD 'entirzs'\rtgehcé of lution. The Cubdn . people, -armed forces with -the entire

made possible &

R EVERSING 8. famions. ap--
@ horism’ oné.-may say that
Cuba demonstrates that. coun-

'NATO 15’ not popular with.the
‘US8. Adniinistration. - ~ .

-least to make it possible—to

.among the workers and’ pea-

.ous and politically ambitious

.lack-of response among the

P

“All this is " conisdered at’

put it no higher—that'General |
Challe might have got it into
his head, rightly or wrongly,
that the Americans would not

be_.sorry to seée de Gaulle
pushed out.” (April 30)

Collapse ©f
The Coup

This brings us to the second
problem——the collapse -of the
coup: Here' again, many fac- -
tors- were responsible. There
was the factor .of the basic
soundness of the bulk of the
French armed forces, who afe -
conscripted - mainly from

sants,.as against the treacher-
top echelons of the officer
corps-dand the fascist indoc.
trinated  paratroopers and
Foreign Leglon (over half of
the latter are former members
of: Hitler's Wehrmacht). The

armed forces to :Géeneral
Challe’s appeals - undoubtedly
demoralised the. mutineers.

Second; there was- the fact
that de Gaulle decided not to
yield-to the pressure of the -
rebels but to fight them. The -
rebels had the sneaking bellef
that: glven’ the prospect of a
civil. -war de - Gaulle: would
climb down and:accept some
of their demands, at least. "
“-Third, there was the fact of
the US8. change of front-and
thé open support of de Gaulle
by Kennedy. Obviously,  the
Cuban catastrophe must have
somewhat - sobered . the US.-
President and made him chary

li!-s;corlc and far-reaching vie-
tory... - E IR

“The invasion. showed the

the esséntial civilian force of - unmder Fldel Castro’s inspiring Cuban people. It served to

the Left. Without the army de .
Gaulle'’s position would-depend -
entirely on the support of the -
French people and he does niot

. trust his fellow citizens.”

American: .

' But-apart from-de Gaulle's:’
policy, - a major factor en-
couraging-the rebellious gene- -
rals- was' _ theé European’ sec:.
tion ‘of the Central -Intellig--
-ence Agency - (CIA), the same -
gang which ‘directed the US.
‘invasion: ‘of - Cuba.. General
<Challe, the leader of ' the
mutiny, after being relieved of
his command in - -Algeria to-
‘wards the end of 1960, was,
for-some time commander ¢f
NATO's  “Cenfral European*
forces: © . L
- The. CIA-.and General
‘Challe. considered. that. de.
Gaulle .- was® mot ~ being.
"+ “tough.encugh” .against the
- ,Communists . and -.was not.
-playing his proper-. part. in.
--ihe NATO plans worked. out
. -by the U.8. Supreme Com-.
-mander in Europe, .General-
.Norstad, ‘and the Nazi gene-
. rals who now .occupy.leading:
sPositions .. in- ~the . NATO.
" bigher command.... ¢ ;
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leadership, have not  only
hurled back the.invasion. They
have now advanced their re--
volution to a still higher stage
—to Soclalism. L

'V'I'he‘! : qie'claratldii . i)'y: Fidel

‘Castro on May.Day that Cuba '

had become- 4~ Socialist’ Re-
“public was no mere turn of
rhetoric. It  represented a -
fresh historle victory for his .
people.  It.. represented -the
carrying forward of- the great -
advance made by -the:Cuban.
people when : some two years .

ago they threw off the Batista |

yoke. , .

It has been a’characteristic -
feature -of - the Cuban revolu-
tion that each' onslaught of
imperialismr has been defeated
precisely by the mobilisation
.of the people; " by constantly::
ralsing thelr. level of cons- -

clousness. It is this-fact, com- - -

bined with . ever-closer tles"
with “the Socialist coimtries,

that ‘has pushed. forward-the= tia{ to remember. that Cuba’s

Cuban- revolution . at terrific -
- “Analyétng the results of the
defeat of U.8. imperialisti Blas
Roca, General Secretary of the
. Cuban .Popular Socialist Party, .

increasé of production,- the

show that our: Revolution Is -
not only patriotic -and.demo-
cratic but also Secialist..."- -
“Thanks to' our . victory,-
Cuba Temalns- -free, sovereign
and independent, and con- --
tinues with its. plans-for the '
economi¢ and- social trans-
formation of the country, the.

elimination of -racial dis.
crimination and iiliteracy.”
" The . establishment
‘the first” Socialist Re.
public :in the - Western
hemisphere is an _event of
* immense significance, and a .
‘- imost joyful portent.: There.
is noprogressive anywhere -
‘who ‘will not rejoice at it
" and Hafl' it The Jessons of .
‘the speedy ~progress of the.
- Cuban 'people and - the
achievements of :their mili-
tant resistance to U.S. im.
perialism will not be Jost on.
-the peoples of the world. .
‘But-in our.joy, it is‘essen-. .

peril is not over. K Large U8.

"naval and alr forces are being .

concentratéd close .10 Cuban |
shores ' and ' inflpential - sec-

tions of the . U.S, Press are

screaming for. a.new ‘march

stated on .April. 21: . .%The . on Havana.” |

speedy. smashing of the invad.
fng farce which.the US sent .
‘agalnst Cuba;

“répresents. an .

President Kenneédy has told
an off-the-record - .Press Con-
ference - that, ““we.cannot live .

. all,

to say, but if

. Latin America.

. US.. aggression, -

of supporting . reckless’ gamb-
lers. - . :
People Halt
Faseism -

="_B,ut the most important .
factor of all was the upsurge

_ of French democracy. The

French'people have a great
tradition of mass demo-
cratic -action. It was; after
; the French workers,
with the Communists in the
.vanguard, who showed the
way to the world on how to
fight fascism by the tactic
of the Popular Front. It was
these united forces of the
‘people’ that once again halt.
ed fascism in its tracks.

The New Statesman (April

28) observed that-the crucial
factor in the- sifuation “was,
quite simply,  the- elementary
democratic
instincts of the French peo-
ple. In May 1958 these instincts
_were never brought into play
...Indeed, It was this elvil
passivity in 1958 ‘which led
Challe and-his colleagues into
their crucial miscaleulation— -
the assumption . that metro.
politan Frarce would, at worst,
_refuse to. take
best, actively support them. -

and republican

sldes ang .at .

““It may seem a hard thing
the response to
this-week's crisis ' had been
solely:ih de Gaulle’s hands,

- Challe might have been prav-

ed right.... .

“De Gaulle was not willing
to armr the -populdtion: he
wanted to remain the embodi-
ment. of the French people,
not its instrument: he had
taken power fromr the people,”
and he did not want to.hand
it back. - Fortunately, during

another ten .years with this’

‘Casiro cancer.” In. another’

official statement, the U. 8.

.Gévernment has ominously”

declared that “Communism
in Cuba Is not nhégotiable.”"
Some’ US. :circles suggest

-that -an- “attack” on'the U.S.

naval -base of Guantanamo
should be faked as an excise

_for-invasion, ‘othérs advise. a

blockade of Cuba by the US.:
Navy, while yet others pro.

.pose intervention .by other

client States -of tie US. in

On April 29, President. Dor-

" - ticos summoned heads of dip-
- lomatic missions in Cuba and
‘handed them'a warning mess-

age, signed by him and Fidel.
Castrog, fo be transmitted to_
theifr Government. The Presi-
dent stated that it was reces-.

- sary for the world to know of

U.8. intentions “to undertake
a criminal-aggression against
our country.” . " .

In New York, Cuba's Fore.-
ign Minister; Dr, Raul Roa on
April 28 presented a note. to
the . President of the  U.N.

- Assembly. saying that Cuba “Is

facing the.danger:of a direct

- armeed attack by the greatest:

nuclear Power of the West.” ..
-Inthis grave:situation, it is
essential -that the people and

Government: of India make .
thelr attitude ' unequivocally - :

clear,” that-they declare-their:
stand’ for: Cuba and against

(May ) =7

Sunday night, control more or .
less passed out of his hands.

“At flve o’clock on Monday
afternoon, ten million French .
workers ' ‘observed ‘a’- token .-

- strike—perhaps - the - greatest

in history. By that evening, °
Challe must have known that
the game was up. He could not
land his aircraft and it was
clear that even If he succeeded
in ggej:ting‘ troops. to France,
they would be resisted. "His
bluff had been called....”

The immediate future—our .
third question—will be largely i
taken up by the struggle be. - :
tween two forces to reap the
benefits of . the ~anti-fascist
victory—the democratic forces -
and deGaulle. C

A huge propaganda cam-
paign is already under way in ..
France to present de Gaulle
as the “Supreme Saviour” and’
to deplet the victory as due to
his “personal influence.” =~

_ Simultaneously de Gaulle

is doing his utmost to en-

hance his already immense

dictatorial powers.. - He has .

already used these powers to .

seize " all the - copies . of "

I'Humanite, daily of the

Communist Parly of France,

of April 27. He has- refused

to give up the powers which

he bad taken tpon himself

under .Article 16 of the .~ .

French: Constitution.. - - o

Cousolidate = .
The Victory ..

In the meantime the-papers -
that had openly supported the '
rebels-are . able to continue
with impunity. Four rebel.
regiments in  Algeria have
“disappearéd”” and - &ll” de -
Gaulle’s forces aré not'able to
find ‘them! Fascist generals, -
8alan, Zellér,  Jouhaud  and
Gardy were more or less allow-"

ed to  éscape. ‘The extreme

" Right-wing. leaders  sach "as

Soustelle, . Bldault, ' General: -
Massu and others. are staying -
freely at home or with friengds, -
. As agdinst this  trend, the
French' Communist. ~ Party 18-
waging ‘a sharp . struggle .to-
consolidate 'the -anti-fascist®
victory In  favour of demo- .
cracy. Jacques Duelos, Sécre- -
tary of its Centrsl Committee; .
has put’ the matter in hig’
usual ‘succinct manner: IS
. “The Government carries :
a.large ‘responmsibility for .
these developments, for on.
that Saturday it did noth-.
ing. The people of Franee: -
- now know this and will not -
forgetit. =~ . R
.- “The situation - is- -still -
-serious. We are calling for
uhity and mass action, and -
pointing out that it isnot by .
-looking-to a supreme savioar
that thecounry will be pro- -
tected from fascists. . .07
. “We are calling ‘for the
_suppression of ‘all fascist
organisations, a purge in
the  army and -police, dis.
banding of the Foreign.
Legion ' and special ' units '
like the paratroops, and for’
the people to take: the Tead
in i ‘democracy in
© France, . - o

-“Above all, we are: calling
.for an end to the war im
- Algeria and the opening of
peace talks - with the ‘Alge-
. rian - Provisional- Govern..
cment, oo e
. “It has now been shown.
-that it is this war which has
nourished . and .. sustained:
. fascism and has . been: the.
... basis for three. fascist plots -

“in the past. few years”, . -
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NEW DELHI

'by, 0. P. MEHROTRA

:*'MAY DAY — the day of international struggle,
" .solidarity and .unity of Workers all over the world —
"~ was celebrated.in an impressive manner in Delhi this

. year. Throughout the day, and-as a matter of fact even
a day earlier on April 30, trade union leaders in Delhi

‘were Very
“funictions this time.

HE number of these meet-
.ings ~and of -the workers
. participating in the celebra-
tions, impressive by them-
selves, were. overshadowed by
the ‘mood and .spirit of the-

- ‘celebrations. This time it was
- a more 'militant demonstra-

* tion, perceptible in-it was'a
‘higher level of consciousness,
& spirit of victory, and advance

. and, more thanthat, an opti- -
- rism of a glorious future.

May - Day . this year. was

" being celebrated against the

~ “"background of the glorious
" ‘stroggle of:the Central Gov-

.. ernment employees, solida.
" .-rity actions on the question
. of Congo &nd Cuba and re-

. joicing- on -the. conquest of

-8pace,. . =

' 'The All-India Trade Union

.. Congress had diretted ‘its:
.. branches.that this May Day.
" -ghould be-celebrated as “Trade:

Union and Democratic Rights

. 'Day".: R
The : Delhi branch of the

- ATTUC ‘in cooperation with a

‘large number of the local

_“trade unions gave the all for
" & procession -~ and -a central ’
. ‘rally on Gandhi Grounds.
-"." Besides, workers. in different’
. establishments organised sepa--
- ‘Taté celebrations on the daya
..~ The New Age Printing-Press -
. workérs had the -privilege of
top. .

- having amidst them.
" Party leaders of the Commu.’
nist . Party like Comrades
"Ajoy Ghosh, 8. V.:Ghate- and

.P. C. Joshi who along. with
" Delhi - trade - -union. leaders-

" B. Dx Joshl, Prem Sagar Gupta, -
A.  C.; Nanda and others

"' addressed the gathering. Tea

and songs followed and finally

_the Néw Age Printing Press
D. P. Sinha presided over the
function -organised by the
press Workers’ Committee.

] -In the evening, scores of de-. -

. monstrations with Reéd Dags,:
" banners, festoons and some
" with musical bands and drum-

. gathered on the
.. Ramlila grounds to form the

. massive and gay' demonstra-

= tion that marched through

mers, too;’

. Ajmeri Gate, and the crowded
bazars of Old Delhi to termi--

_ .nate’in the public meéting on
<Gandhi Grounds.’ : '

* <~ Throughout the route

of
" the -~ derronstration . the
Message .of © May Day was
transmitted -to the people
through- the slogans: gVork-'
-.ers ‘of .the - World, Unite!
.Jong- Live World- Peace!

‘Down with Imperialism!

:Long Live the Indeoendénce
of Cnbg, Congo, Algerial.

_ But it was not by these:
-glogans alone-that' the ‘maod

of the marchers was. convey-
. ed.. There 'was

>

% -

.Fidel Castro, or

MOSCOW

on

. something
. gpontaneous . and ' touching.
¢ .. How could the workers forget
..+ the great - martyr Lumumba

busy. More meetings were organised this
_year. than.in the-past and many more attended the .
~ . LN

or. the brave hero of Cuba,
man'’s conqu-
est of space. 2Zindabad for
Lumumba and Castro*was one

_of the most.ralsed slogans of

this  May Day's demonstra-
tion. So was a slogan on the
conquest of space.’ Somebody
formulated the -two - most
popular slogans spontaneous-
ly: . = - S
Poonjiwad Mitayengey! (We
shall. “abolish capitalism),
Daniya Nai Banayengey! (We
shall make . a New' World),
Chand Ko Chhoo Kar Ayen-

" gey)t: (We shall .go to th

] Bharat Ko Swarg
Banayengey!
India into & paradise), Yeh
Birla- Tata. Jayengey! (These
Birlas and Tatas shall o).

. 1t was this sung in a chorus

of ' slogans that ‘moved-.the-

-mien in the Streets;, hundreds

~of whom were watching this

May Day demonstration.

" At one place the INTUC

had put up a water distribut--

ing centre. When.the demons-
trators saw it they responded
again in  a louder chorus:’
Duniyza ke Mazdoor Ek Ho

(Workers of the world unite).

When the demonstration was

passing near another May Day -

meeting separately organised
by the UTUC and others,
again the slogans of unity
rent the air.

Other slogans of the May
Day demanded cut in taxes,
withdrawal of restriction on

fantastic rrocket opene& ‘and

lots of children in space. -
} ‘helmets . .
emerged with flowers in their ..
hands, A roar of cheers and .

suits. and = plastic

laughter greeted them as they
rushed ‘to the tribune ' and

presented thelr bouquets to -

the Soviet leaders and guests.

Demonstrators carried mo-
dels -and pictures. of up-to.
date. machines and instru.
mentg and the latest products

-~ of Moscow’s plants and facto-

" trade union activities, re.:

cognition of trade unions
and = other :trade union
rights. An important slogan
of the May Day Committee

was: Defend Democracy. =

The mammoth meeting' at
Gandhl Grounds was. held

under the chairmanship of °

Comrade Ram Chandar Shar-
ma and was addressed by

trade unions.

" By a resolution the meeting V

criticised the continuation of
Section 144 in Delhi. Amongst
other resolutions one which
invited Gagarin. to come to
India-was acclaimed with loud
and continuous applause.
Urdu Poet Niaz Halder recited

_speakers belonging to different

his poem on May Day to the-

great - appreciation’ of the

audience. The meeting wWas
followed- by a -cultural pro--
gramme.- R

‘From MASOOD. ALY EHAN
M AY Day this year be-
"' came the first spring
holiday of the cosmic era.

In the flood of - rainbow -

happiness, youth and beauty
that passed in an
stream through Moscow’s
ageold . Red Square, the
theme of space conguest
dominated. : )
- The Soviet people dedicated

thelr maegntficent space tri-

umph to the coming 22nd Con. -:
"gress-of the Communist Party

of the Soviet Union and mrass
emulation. to. -achieve still
greater victories in the cause
of human happiness, 80

and peace, the ' other happy

. refrain of yesterday’s celebra-

tions. - . o

-‘Along  with . Ehrushchov,
other -leaders of the Commu-
nist: Party and the Soviet
Government - and 'Marshals,
Chairman of- - the: Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of Indonesia, Aldit, was
present on the tribune of the
Mausolewr between the Soviet
Premier and Klement Voro-
shilov. - . :

And of course, the Space
hero. Yuri Gagarin was there
next to Khrushchov and Bre-
zhnev. Proud, modest, shy and
youthful, he was &till a centre
of adp&lra%.ion for the young
and o'd. - -

Opposite tke Mausoleum on

‘the other slde: of the Red
‘8quare, there were three huge -
 "portraits on the . bullding of

GUM' — Marx, Engels .and

Léenin in profile “on a bright -
red background and the words-

“Forward To. Victory of Com-
‘munism.” In front of. them the

-flaes -of all the 15 Union Re.

publics waved :proudly -in the
breeze. . - ,

unending -

BERLIN=—

The demonstrators carri-
ed many Sputnik models,
 placards -announting their
production victories, slogans
in support of Cuba and the
struggle of the colonial peo-
ples and demanding peace.
There was a long procession
demanding world = disarma.
ment 1
carrled huge pictures of
bombs angd. war destruction

and demonstrators.

and suffering crossed out:

with bold red lines and the

‘peat itselt” K
A highlight of the day was

the moment' when a streams-.

lined shining model of a long
rocket with glass windows and
a shining glass nose tip drove
in on four wheels. It was

really something between a .

spaceship of the future and a
comfortable modern- bus and
had the words
“UBSR” written over it.

‘This vehicle stopped in the’:

centre of the Square under a
high canopy of flags topped
with a  huge multicoloured
globe and the word “Peace”
written on it. The door of this

words: “This must not. re-"

ries. Ralsed. over the human

‘sea’ ~were the pictures of
-Soviet leaders

and ‘of Yurf
Gagarin. There were many
calls' to fulfil the Seven-Year
Plan ahead of time and:wel-

- come the Party C ongressin a

fitting manner with new

‘achlevements. - .

.- Marshal Malinovsky, the

Soviet- Minister of Defence,

" who inspected the march-
"piist of the - military forces
earlier emphasised the en-
thosinom and meoral and
_ political upsurge . of the
Soviet people for the forth-
coming 22nd Party Con-
) which will be a new
milestone in the advance of
_the country towards Com-
munism. . T
The Soviet:-people:could not
disregard the fresh war pre.
parations. of -.the Western
Powers, Malihovsky sald. They
are watchfully following the
mangeuvres of -the imperial.
ists and taking all the neces-

sary steps. The Soviet armed.
forces Were equipped with the.

“most- “up.to-date means of
warfare which are superior to
anything any army ever had.”

And as a'living proof of his

-words came the mighty wea-
pons of the  Soviet forces

rumbling past the tribunes

‘during ‘the .” illitary parade.-
There were ground to air mis-.

slles cipable of hitting high

_altitude .targets .and rockets

and bigger rockets and still
bigger rockets. The superlong-
range .missiles, each a. few

dozen metres long, drew ap--

plause and admiration from
the “crowd. This was the
mighty arm “of the world

. capable of -teaching a lesson

“Vostok” and -

td-any aggressor. < - . . .

" The  celebrations on the .
‘streets continued all day and -

late into the night and go on
today. At 9 in the evening, a

-salute of multi-coloured fan-

tastic fireworks boomed out
over the gay capital '

These last days have been
almost a continuous rejoicing
and celebration. The trium-
phant space flight, Cuban
victory, defeat of the ultra-
fascists in France;" all ‘these

were people’s victories: and -
_gave colour.to this year’s May

. Day. Now we go over to the

. Centenary

~ celebrations.. -
Rabindranath-Tagore. - -

of

PEACE PRIZE. -
~ WINNERS

T a meeting held at

the Coanstitution Club
in New Delhi, on May 4 to
telicitate Srimati Ramesh-
 wari Nehtu on the award of
‘'a Lenin Peace Prize, a large
and distingnished audience
warmly acclaimed Srimati
Nehru- and the difterent
speakers stressed the mani-
fold activities In which she
has ‘been long engaged in
the service of the people
 and . of ‘'world peace.” The
function .presided over by
Delhi Mayor = Sham Nath
was ' _ addressed amongg ...
others by Soviet Ambassa. g
dor Benediktov, Smt Aruna
As Ali, Chowdhury

Brahm Prakash, Smt. Rak-
sha Saran, Ciovis Maksoud}
and ‘Romesh Chandra.

. Along with Srimati Nehru
other recipients of this
$year’s Lenin - Peace Prize}.
are ' Fidel- Castro, Sekon
'$ Toure, Mikhail Sadovenou,}.
Antoine Tabat, Ostap Dlus-

YV
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Privilege Motion
-Against New Age
- Withdrawn -

R EADERS  will' recall that
- BN 1p fts Aprll 2. Issue,”New
Age had analysed PSP Member
Hem Barua’s
and Mines
. K. D. Malaviya in connection
.. with ' the Hindustan Times’
* baseless Teport of a Inishap at
‘Rudrasagar and --the tactics
employed in the attack. - We
had then commented that it
was sheer prejudice . that
blinded some people and made
them .stoop to the lowest
level of mendacity to defame

v national policies and persons

connected -with ‘those. policies.
The - PSP - member took
strong objection to the com- .
ment and brought it up as a
motion of privilege, and the ..
Speaker of the Lok 8abha
wrote to the Chiet Editor of
New Age. ’ .

. In his reply, the Chief Edi-
tor of New Age pointed out
that while there was no inten.- .
=tion of obstructing any Hon.
“Member of Parliament in the
discharge of his dutles; stili it
‘was ‘necessary to - point out’
the tendency to distort facts
that was involved. . .

Surprisingly enough, when
the matter came up before
the House 8ri Hem Barua, still
‘unhappy over the fact that no
. regret -had - been exprpssed, -
chose] to- withdraw his privi- .
. lege motion out of “magnani- -
mity.” o

", Such “magnanimity” . to--
. wards| the Communist Party’s
Jjournal on the part of a PSP

member of Srl Hem Barua’s

standing we -thoucht was
rather unusual but then it is
_not for us to explain why Srt
Barua! chose this course. We,
however, hope the chapter is
now closed. . A

i

BY CABLE -
In Berlin the capital of the
German Democratic Republic,
250,000 people took part in
May Day celebrations on the
Marx-Engels Platz. :
Opening the
Alfred Neumann Pem- stressed
the need of & peace treaty.
with both German 8tates and
the formation of a free and
neutral city ‘of West Berlin.
The demonstration began with
a march-past of the units of
the National People’s Army.

celebration,

‘It 18 really thrilling to watch -

NEW AGE -

the soldlers of the first peace-:
loving German State being
cheered by Germans and fore-
ign guests alike. For the first
time in .the history of Ger-
many, soldlers are being train.
ed to defend -the achievements
of their working class and not
to commit aggression against
their neighbours. - ’

Then. 811 of a sudden the

‘square - was full of young

pioneers ' who brought bou-

" quets for the leaders on_the

tribune and for the-cheering’
public. o

“For over-three hotir.§ work-
ers and peasants, artists and. .

members of the intellicentsis, . .-

young and old, demonstrated
for peace .and international -
. solidarity of the working class.

.There were thousands of
. workers from» West Berlin who
were greeted "with the most
enthusiastic app'ause. They
proved that In . spite of the
<disruvtive. policies - of - thelr -
Roclal-Democratic - -leader<hip
they 4re ‘united with ' their
‘brethern in GDR in the fight
for a better Germany. -~ - - -\

ssta: and Willlm Morrow. . §- - '

attack on the .
.- Minister for- Oil






