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. of view of national unity.”

EETING under the shadow -
of -the Silchar firing, the
.Durgapur session of the AICC -
‘was naturally - dominated. by

people as well as. by the wor-
- ried .questioning- " of AICO
./ members from other States as

gic tangle.
. Equally, serious was the

- munal forces..The. Jabalpur

. the bitter anger. of the Bengall -

to the way: out ot the linguls- -

worry: over the rise of coma :

ots. had shaken many Con-

mNEA{-l_‘sm, i

. While the nine-page‘ re-
port ‘of the Committee has
many useful ‘suggestions to
make, it :does not at all
-touch the question of social

-and economic : change "ex--

. .cept for making the almost
" platitudinous observation :
“Only - through - social "and
economic change can - wo .
. achieve secularism and per-
] " suade the different commu- .
. nitles to cease thinking 'of

themseives as separate eoms.

25 nP,

- On the way to Durgapur, as one read the report of the Nahonal lntegrahon
: Committee, one ‘could realise the. unportance of the. dehberahons that were to be
expected at the AICC Session. Perhaps in recent years no issue coming up before -
the AICC had assumed such urgency nor meant such a serious threat to the future
‘of the nation as the’ one posed lately by the forces that are challengmg the

7 -In her mtroductory remarks Smt. Indira Gandlu as Chamnan of the
Nahonal Integration Committee, observed that separatist tendencies “have been-
“gaining strength in every election.”- While, on the one hand, “communalism has:
. not merely a religious label but takes many insidious forms,” on the other, “the-
reorganisation of States, the boundarysdisputes and the concern over:language
have played up:local’ pnde to limits which verge on the dangerous from the pomt

as the only ‘defenders of
Bengali interests.

- Contriitions ~ from other
States. gave an idea of how
plecemeal has been the think-
ing on- this vital issue -of
linguistic fights. - Sri Prakash
8ethi wanted- the whole' of
India to. turn: unilingual with
Hindi 4s' the only official
language. Sri ‘8. N. Misra
‘mainly- blamed ' the lack of
organisational - strength -
the Congress.- Bl V.

gressmen ot of complacency
" while the Jan Sangh victories

elections had come as a shock™-
-and setback in- the context of -
mext. year’s General Elections.

. Working Committee met till
.the very:last sitting of the
‘AICC, it was these two.chal-
,!enges—-ot linguism and of
~eommunalism - that - every
-gpeaker had to face. What is
revealing is the variety of ex-
planations: thdat .came. up
during the important -discus-
‘sions, some of which provided
the most outspoken ctlticism
of -the leadership that -AICC
;. has heard sirice. independence.

0hpinus_-,-ﬂut »
lgnored -

‘ The, . National Integratlon
- Committee  report. contained
' Smt;. Indira Gandhi's analysis
- that with the advent of free- -
.dom, “the fact that a bright
new world could be glimpsed
but not grasped in the near
‘future,- churned up -long-

-'guppressed frustration _and
‘resentment.” . .

In plain- words, this should
an - that the promise of a
new India which the. Congress
~leadership had held before
the.Indian people not having

: of ‘the people had bécome the:
“breeding ground of fissiparous,
forces. But, Instead of drawing.
{ this* ‘'obvious -conclusion, her.
note 'draws the rather extra-
“érdinary conclusion that “pro-
gress has sharpened the sense
of . group ; exclusiveness of

in the -successive "Delhi "by- -

Right from ‘the  day  tle .

materialised, the restlessness .

' “munities - and to snb_scribe
-to a larger lJoyaliy.” In the’
--»ﬂeld of  practical recom-
mendations, this is reduced -
to a question ‘of certain
" ‘minority protections in’ the
matter of jobs and 'salloca-
- tion: of funds.

“In. the 'AICC discussions, '

West Bengal members, as was
_expected, confilned themselves

happenings, Even Dr. B. C.

Roy's speech, apirt from re- .’

peating some -catch .phrases
about emotional integration,
dealt only with the language
controversy in Assam and, the
Silchar shooting.

Smt. Renuka Ray correctly
" stating _that the- -Jabalpur
- riots -followed. the pattern of
- last year's Assam riots could
“not go Intg the root of the

- matter. The burden of the

West - Bengal . speeches ' was
that the Central leadership
had " been lacking -'a. cleal
policy, that it did not “show
firmness;. that - West- -Ben-
gal - was  being treated ‘as
the Cindrella, Sri Bijoy Singh
Nahar almost ‘made . it into a
petsonai attack - on Pandit
Nehru -

"mentary . Board

Governments. . Smt..

held the Congress Pa.rlia- -
-responsible
for not- asserting. itself fo
enforce discipline- on State.
Savitri.
Nigam wanted a National
Discipline Scheme tor ten
years. -

A signiﬂmnt speech wae.
that of Sri M, P. Misra who

" felt . that “revivalism . has
almost solely to -the "Assam .

come up . in warious forms
:since independence, under-
mining our nationalist out-
look, while hardly any effort
hag been made to instil the

o ptinoiplu of -Socialism into

our people. He salso point-
. ed out that since independ-
ence, no common outlook
-~ wag enforced for member-
ship of the Congress.

Fire On Kerala
Alliance

Undoubtedly more effective .
was the'discussion on the rise
of - communsalism, - perhaps

‘because of . the direct and

long-standing experience of.
the Congress in - having - to
tackle the problem

Referring to the. current de-v

" mand for a ban on communal

Floetion Year
Tacucs

":The’ imptession wa,s Inescap-
-able that while no doubt they
were .upset -over the Assam
events, . there  was .also .an
anxlety to:secure the election
_year ‘alibi before . the Woest
Beneal. pixblic lest, in the pre-
“vailing . highly - surcharged
temper, the Opposition parties
run away with the electorate

c
4\ “

. parties, the Integration Com=--
“mittee - Report ~had
* “While ' it may. “be’ open _to

. munal -parties. What is. how-.

-Sald: .

question whether a:ban is an
adequate remedy for commu-
nalism, the danger: of com-
_munal " parties - cannot “be
minimised.” . - R

A--number of speakers de-
manded this ban .on com-

ever, signiﬁcant was.the frank:
and - outspoken - criticism of .
- the Congress entente with the

uﬂoﬂ-eoﬂu 00{#0####{#‘_

cof -
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-ON THE QUFSTION
TEGRATION—THE

gFlGHT ?

Muslim League in Kera.ia In,
the struggle to overthrow the
Communist-led Ministry.

“Very sharp was the criti-
cism of 8ri K. K.. Shah of
Bombay, who held that the
Muslim League's - revival
could be traced to the Kerala
‘alliance to defeat the Com-
munist Party at the polis. He
pointed out how the Kerala
Leaguers helped - directly in-
reviving the League in Bom-
bay and as a rebound to it,
‘the Jan Sangh has been stre-
ngthend there. If onehadto
choose between communalism
and Communism, ' Sri * Shah
said he would choose to fight

communalism. .

Fight The
nght

- West Bengal’s Sri- Kall
Mukherji held that as’ the
“ leaing political organisation
in the country, the Congress.’
" had a special responsibility;.
the time had come to weigh
‘which torce shonld e

ght--the reactionary -camp
led by communalists, the
Swatantra, the princes, all
tied fo-the vested'interests, -
" domestic and foreign, or the
. forces of the Left including
-the Communists. He thou-:
ght that the Left was no
-threat to the Congress to-
_day but the Right was, and
therefore had to be fought
. 8ri Prakash Sethi reminded
that Gandhiji had teen mur-
dere by communal forces. Sri
Tulsidas Jadhav and B. K. P.-
Sinha also blamed the Kerala. .
Congress understandlng with.

-the Muslim League as being

responsible for the growth of
the League. Smt. Savitri
‘Nigam suggested

caste ‘or eommunal ‘organisa-
tions. 8tri Jagat Narain Lal was
for -debarring - Congressmen-

guilty of communalism from
holding ‘offices.

The only voice in support cf
the League was raised by Sri
M. Rajagopal from: Kerala,
who found nothing wrong in
the Muslim minority organis-
ing itself in the Muslim lea-

. gue.

Mush’nt '

. Con m-ntion »

(Controversy over the wis-
dom of holding “the comihg
Muslim Convention wag rais- -
‘ed. :Sri: Krishna Kumar Chat-
terji_of West Bengal. criticis-

ed the Working Comurittee:for

‘having permitted it. Sri Hafiz .

‘Khan .of . Bombayalso: disap-

proved it. while Srl Ahmed
Baksh Sindhi: from Rajasthan

thought that the Muslim Con— :

ff'l'HE MAIN DISCUSSION IN 'l'HE ALL-
_.'lNDlA CONGRESS COMMI'I'I'EE WAS

COMMUNALISM AND OTHER FISSIPA-
ROUS TRENDS HOW HAS THE. RULING
“PARTY DECIDED TO CONDUCT THIS

that Con- |
gressmmen must not belong to

M

1
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vention would help in streng-
thening secularism among the
Muslims, 8ri 8. N. Misra urged -
the AICC to ponder: over the-
important question why these =~ .
Muslim Congressmen found i .
necessary. to hold such a Con- . -
vention and it certainly point-
ed to some-lag in the Con-’
gress functionting itself. .
The most powerful speech -
warning against the danger of ~ -
communal revival came from
the young President -of the
Delhi PCC, Sri Brij -Mohan, .
who disclosed that in Delhi
there had - been a
of . RSS activity and appear-.
ance of communal literature
denouncing Pandit Nehru- as .
the killer of Hinduism-  and
recalled the similar.. flooding
of communal literature on theg
eve of Gandhijl’s murder. He
~urged that the RSS should.be -

declared a‘political organisa-" :

tion becausé now in’ the garbh
of a social body it could open-
ly enlist even Government -

eniployees for-its various actb o

vitles.

rala -alliance, . 8ri Dhebars
“views on the entente with the
Muslim League was interest-
ing. He began with a defens

" sive note, admitting that the

Kerala experience had “a les~
son”. He admitted that “the
local Congress was swept into
the field and the party line
"’was not clearly observed " He .
tried to rationalise it by say-
-ing, “we were obliged to take

a certain position - and as & .-

- result, the MuslimrLeague got-
recognition creating - difficul-
ties in Kerala and eisewhere.” .-
Taking recourse to sophise -
try, he said there was &
“polarisation” in Kerala and
during the mass upsurge
against - the = Communis$
Party, all distinction of po-

quietly . torgetting his own
role in backing the Kerala

Congress to forge the. allle
ance with"the Le;gue. .

DPhebar’ 9
I'ormula
‘Srl ‘Dhebar obiectéd to the

~proposition ;. that - ‘between -
Communism ; and - communa-

- lism, it. was communalism that |

"-had to be regarded ‘as enemy
- number._one. *“The position in
- India'is that we have to fight
both: forces ° simuitaneously" oy
For '8Srl Dhebar, this was no-
doubt an advance since in Ke-
:rala he preferred to. fight
-Communists by joining hands
with cormrmunalists..

- Asg it is ‘but natural in the:
AICC Pandit .Nehru’s was the
most important - contribution,-
On the queStion -of communa-

.4 SEE PAGE 4

" spate ...

- -liticai  parties was ‘lost,” = -
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- THE so-called Ald-Indm }lselr ~(li;big taken place after
e Tante. < . n: 3
- Club is currently- re- lo smfua Yshad pinned ¢

(4

The mlahaﬁon" for this

ous behaviour which soon
appeared in'the US. Press
"hopes on- it and although gought to put-all the blame on

.ources, had made a “mam-
“moth” offer of 1000 miliion
dollar -aid for - the first two
the Third Plan—
“repayable over 50 years with

.years ' of

ment of May 7.
vast néw -flields

" laying open
for private -

foreign investments ‘in India, -
- the gguntary ‘withdrawal of

* . Rajeshwar Daysl ~ from the

. .Congo post as specifically. de-. -

L mal;gdegoby' Dedn’ Rusk in
course of his last visit: to
New.Denﬁ axe'but'twp such
exgnuﬂe& N PR -

L . after a five-week adjourn-'
' ..ment, The irnportance attas-
ched to this resumed session-
is_apparent from the un-

- precedented step taken by
%ﬁme’- Minister ~ Nehru 'in
addressing - personal - com-.

g - . munications to' each of the_
- . .. . five heads of -the Govern-:

-the meeting had been sche-
duled to last three days, it
had ended abruptly after a
two-day - session- without

- coming = to’ at:li i ge:oisions- -
Despite all attemp! pre-

' se_?v% equanimity, New Delhi

West Germany and her un-
willingness to: increase -the.
quantum of promised-ald to
Indis. - o
The Washington Post re-.
ported “that the other n;eux;li-
ers of the Club were “furl-
ccould hardly conceal ;ts gu's" with West Germany. It
mmmtm?nt‘u ] gald: “To help India -progress

1ittle or:possibly no interest.”
. This, 'however,. was condi~
- tional, both-on approval of
" the US. Congress, as well as
matching prqmls‘;e: from the
er- Club members. .
ot And it is here that the
snag liés for, while Congres-

. sional approval is not to be

. - . before
> that are members of L towards & self-generating ' - gyaflable, if -at all, b

iﬁinglub. v . Curious economy is clearly one of the * yply or August, "%‘hcgﬂﬁg

E o The uncertainty about firml o o .. most important tasks' before . approval of the U.S. UER-

* commitments regarding. ald Behakur_ . . the developed nations, - gress and the other aiding

N * the Western countries - - . -

ER :rogm fndis’s: Third Five-Year. ~ The . Hindu’s - New Delhi
. . Plan has persisted for too Correspondent had written on
"« long and ‘the Government of’ April 28: .

" -3 'India feels that it’must’be re-  “Itis not clear, however,

" moved without further:delay ~why the Aid Club should have

. go that it kmows where~dt felt impelled to meet now at

. stands, - . e .- all, if it was merely to ad-

"%, The last meeting of ‘the journ fof a -brief period of &.

Ald-India, Club, a consortium  few weeks. After all, the meet-

% ..of the United Btates, West Ing had béen postponed once

*. . ." Germany, Britaln, Japan and and .could have been’ post-

" ...’ Canada . sponsored :by . the j;%onegl dagaln fto;‘ gu;gcéii?: :.: l maior

R 7 s itself a it could come . ] ] he

TR %v_.csyr_lg dB:znnkin:tl;g: higtitutlon{ the financing of India’s im-  This was contrasted dv;lth cgﬁcﬁ? 13213;3:1?“ their gene-

B s held on April 25-26 in- mediate foreign exchange re- -the USA’s large-heartedness _ e e o Dollcy Siate-
e ."f!'ffa:éhmgton.frhat meeting it~ quirements.” © ... -which, according to_:the sg;qe rosity. : olicy stal

countries is dependent.upon
their full - satisfaction over
India’s policies, economic
‘as'well as political.

«Because this task 1850 tm-
portant, the disagreement. in
the Aid-India Club is dismay-

ng. : -

“The response of: (West) s
Germany s disg{:golgtinegci Major

West) Germany ‘offered - )
500 million dollars over two -Concessions " -

ears (ang a total of 310 mil- _ e . :
ion dousg‘s over five years), In the mberv:n!ng t&eﬂ%‘:
put at 5% per cent Inferest between the las mee:’tgon 4
and repayable in only 15 years .the Club and the presen! ;
or less” S Tndia has mede several majo

" EMBARRASING - - g t"the matter exactly lke -
: 'EMBARRASSING - ' o .%ds father before him. ‘It's: X
cowwnens | cp@FLIGHT || HEisose
o : [ 1R 1al used to say. L%
. - Kric hether o o " treatment of morality, the .. X
5 DO not-krow - whether . % @ ? & E@ e basic prineiple of all civili-. 1

-1 ‘Morarjibhal is embar-. IR T .- AT S e was. intensely  re-

rassed of not by the eulo- ’
I Rl
- 0l -In-. .
ggﬁ t-lsl,gloid.froym Bombay . GORWM_A -
" CONCURS

—the Current. » .
.'The tabloid has devoted
“fis “4-column” to the Fin-. . © "
‘ggceil\:gister and so.gush- - T ROMmng: o C;"fneé','.’
| mumngly"that e 4 Tt two- ‘al.n o to. the respectable 1t
gerfloweld lnto two- .(I::gag: organ of the Praja

Lk @ﬁi’ﬁ;ﬁf has claimed to Socialist Partlyﬁavgftgd seem
be a close friend. of the %oﬁtbee{r?dg:t?y it Yshot S0,
B -be Deputy Leader. If Const & Morarjibhal
s Be-believed, Mor- Pdietontiug v e
. - believed, " e
. arit son g]hfm _:n;ir%hgmtemmemng Sapata i3 as anxious ss

‘Current . for Morarjl’s
~of witch-hunt -which _the g:ta?ﬂﬁon in Deputy lea- .

. sented by the  electorate-.

: : IR :Vhtlclgl re;|el<;1beil9 zlai(%)Swataf

crim Je -Hin ist Party (e,

. and °Mﬂﬂm%°§§mﬁ§; ! “Muslims _ keep ‘:gaght%i; :
" for instance the rape of a - ngl'eSSin%!llfSt%eil b o e

" Hindu girl or the murder fﬁyﬁstgves; b b e i

of p Hindv b essman, Is miss the molestation of our

4 “soclological fact”(!) as “as ‘minor
: involves communities Usha-Bharg?ga?dlil»n gl-l e

ch are “no: .even.on - incidents'— to ‘spare’

" i m, dSE»than 5 €
gem%ome(g )a.na&ngm‘ Congress the fate his father

per .that Such a crime brought on the ~ Bwarajist
should be answered by:one
community rising in wrath-
against the other, ie., &
Jabalpur or Moradabad be-
ing enacted.” . " T

The Jan Sangh = mouth=

rty. . . i
~P‘al. ymsent the above piece .
to tflose' who are “so sol-
emnly eng&gﬁn& tbeﬁelyei
in discuss! e elhics"o

& nalism,

o ae e e e e R RS R e R
SRR

banning® . -commu
writer of the “i-column” Loori "1t columnist A. D. - :The vplece has all the in-
duly geve him. . ot has minced mo EIeet, OFERMIES DASSES  gredtinis of 2 Goshbcisian

g, ‘1t. performance—white

o=
- words to indicate his pr in éetg issue of May distortion of history and

. I was shockéd ' 10 See . ference , for the Finance . g n and .
that the Ministry of Finan- “Minister. . ' "iBience of ones own ot s s typlcal - of the
- ce—his own Ministry—ad-- "~ wrng petter choice for community against assault -z:xt his l!sn e aneh
- .yertises In the official organ Deputy leadership would be ' py another community is t Rssgbo 0 I
; arty, - yre- - Morarjt Desal” he ‘nat  communalism, It is an'l'h s fy:d on preclsely
statéd. .He has - repeated gmple commion sense. Mus- this ﬁn‘;‘f"o: 9. gvhlch 1% -
4 . elf, Aid Gyrrent's plea that election. jm's rape of Hindu girls is fhen Gissemiintod, throseh
not believe 1t when wtixd' for the post should not be nothing very new. We are inen diss mmthe' vt g
put later I sent- for the . .y.q-and has shed copl> yet to hear of a Hindu rape them, In the 1. thmmnsectlons ,
files of New Age and listed ) “toars on  Morarjibha of a Muslim girl” - (_Tmse- and lrres ble sectlons
week by week the. adver- -pop peing elected. - suggesting, as it does, that Y holoous o
tisements....” .. . ongress Party ha. . rapists belonging to Guru- ¢ommuna olocausts at .
Current has also offered set=  jps  glorious - communi mﬁggh%yprggﬁg?-a
. ren » he' p . entally, the piec .
_the following . friendly ad- tling this matter, betiayst satisfy thelr lust at the cost. ., < oo 3 cation that -
the Finance Minis- ' “May providence, without q¢ yictims from their own the mjalspiﬂ toiled to
.gleg? to. the ¥ 7. whose’ watchfn}hlseyao& :tr;r; %mémum{:y,_ cleatli‘}g ..Hc?nng‘fii; . Swathe elecmymmte CR g
: ) iding - care, c! utes a clur on ] ,  carry : .
“jf Erishna Menon 80d Soula have - foundered on ‘The Jan Sanghites them- g%sd:ité:l? g}é a segl‘int?cglsﬁt:ﬂ-
Malaviga and thele cwb: the rocks ~several HmeS selves should protest aga- o AfCiE RS 9 PG RCR O
porters want %.3““5 Mot~ * during the last 13 years, ‘inst this Jan Sanghite in- comin
1 Desal sho no ir! s »
: ftrj He has a first-class re-

y " ; L sb 2o
et ot ko st s St 2 2 o o S S okt
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still watch over it to pre- ' ginuation—-Garuda) ‘General Elections. . .
wvent worse happening.” " *Thig raping business TAIL-PIECE '

A h @ v i 3 3 1 56 26 28 5 2 26 o 56 o 6 36 2 0

cord as Finance « - Amen! - was rampant in“the nine-
o ‘is- directly .responsible =~ o - - © " teen twenties, But the s o
B for Fecoring iniemmationsl - PHILOSOPHY OF  Number One Musia: leager | More headlines from the |
" denee our -country’s - .. PO o e e, . - . -
! g:onlgngl; economis strac- ~ - COMMUNALISM - . hammad Al, was.not at all | _Nehrw's: ‘Uncle Khwafa’
.‘ture, - No - Congressman . . ... , - sorry. His reply was: “Mus. “In Revolt.
would ignore this ~record 4 mayg giready - indicat-_ lims are made that way: It  Maslims want . Gealpara
: “when -easting his votefor . Itedm these .columns™ can’t be helped.... .- - '”A 3 sn te Hip. -
7 Deputy Leader” - . - poy the “Bharatiya” Jan _“Muslim opinion has mot - A Jan Safehite descrip-
: " 1 howd that this . 1s ex.- Sangh ~has developed 8 .fravelled very far from -LjR, Bf- RSen Mustms:
I ho veritable  philosophy of %ohammad ears ang én two legs®t . .

tremely compromising - for-
the Fgmnce Minister, - He
owes 1t to himself to make

ommunal rioting. ese B :
! o ;i Fats prtlo- m —~GARUDA
.- 'his position” clear. : s

ore. Nor has secular opl- .- °

- The essence of Pt. Nehru is looking :

.sophy 18 that every heinous n!o_n.
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Nevertheless, ‘the members - .
of the Aid-India Club are still
far from satisfied and there is
no likelthood - of | thelr “ever -
being so. Their appetite grows
with every 'concession . and
they._ihsist ever more on.the
pound of flesh,. One-example
of this-is the West -German
policy on. economic aid to
developing countries that has
emerged in this period. . Of
the 5,000 million D-Msarks .

(1,250 million dollars) allotted -

for foreign aid - from -public
: funds, the bulk—4,250 million
"D-marks—will go on bilateral -
"basts. to individual . Govern-
ments ‘which express a clear
desire for “development part-
_nership” with West Germany. .
It is said that, “Aid will not
“be tled to political conditions,
‘but all projects will be care-
full 2

1

y - examined from an -

economic point of  view...-
Although' there will be no

political conditions .attached ' -} . -

to loans, it iS falrly. obvious
that the question whether any.

individual * ‘partnership’

]

entered into at all will largely
be- decided on political -con-

. slderations.”

And it is made

clear that “West Germany has -
a greater . interest in alding
friends, than ill-wishers or

unfriendly neutrals” . (The. E

UAR, for example, has beén

" neutral). »
Aid To Private .
~ Enterprise - '

e
>
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The eriphasis  will con-

tinue' on assistance -being

given by and to private -

enterprise, - “Private initia-

- tive,” says the West - Ger-

man Government,: “connect-
ed with the passing over of

‘technical * knowledge and
_the establishment of human

contacts to the inhabitants
of developing - countries is

‘expected” to produce .the -

best possible results in each’

, individual casé where deve: |
lopment 2aid is neceded and §
ogivent . : i
. Specifitally In regard to the
pressure campaign to raise its
aid promise to India, accord-

ing to the ‘Times of . India

Correspondent M. V. Kamath's
Bonn - report
_“There was, however, no indi- £
cation foday -whether -thal - |
.. pressure has borne any fruit- B
Yo date.... . : B

of May 29,

“In some clrcles,A it 1s be-

With the prevalent uncer-

tainty about the - US. Con-
_‘gress's . approval. and .with
West Germany's hardening of'
attitude towards all uncertain
neutrals, it"is difficult to see
how ‘the current meeting of
-the ‘Ald-India - Club could be
more fruitful than the last
one from' India’s point of
view. It is more likely to start
another round of demands
from the “aiders” and of con-
. ‘cesstons from the increasingly
more ‘compliant Government
.'of India, oo

(May30)

~

",-m{,'mel

N

-unfriendly . - _:.

il

leved that the. (West) Ger- -f -

- man -attitude towards India #
has - greatly - hardened... At "B
best it is sald, Bonn may
_agree to ~better repayment
- terms, but informed circles do
" not encourage optimism*

J CHOES of the ‘brutal
police firing at Silchar

" were heard in the steel
town of Durgapur, about

. -~ 115 miles from Calcutta, on.

May 27, whén the Com-

.V.Inunmt
Bloc,

Party, Forward
RSF, Marxist F.B,,

. and four other Left parties
organised a black flag de-
_monstration on the occasion

of the AICC. meeting to
protest against ihe Silchar

firing, repressive -policy of
the Assam Government ard

the Congress leadership’s -

callous attitude-towards the

. ..Cachar movement. - ..

-Carrying black flags and

wearing black badges, a de-
. monstration of . over seven
thousand men and women
marched towards the AICC
pandal. Leading it were Pro-

"7 mode Das Gupta, Prof. Hiren

Mukerjee, Ranen Sen, Indra-
‘it Gupta, Abdul Halim and

"Benoy ‘' Chowdhury, Commu-
nist leaders, Jatin Chakra- .

- varty (RSP), Hemanta Basu

A{FB.)
leaders,

and -other Leftist

" Among the demonstrators
were Bengalis and non-Ben-
galis, workers, peasants, mid-

.. dle class people, refugees, over

900 women Including women
miners, students and others,

" whe had come from industrial

and rurgl areas within ‘a
- radius of fifty miles,

The . demonstration was
stopped by a massive police

cordon . about 200 yards-

from the AICC pandal. And
while the police stood out-

., side the pandal, the report

kR
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was that about 2,500 lathis

Assa

.Phani Bora, Secretary of
Assam State Council of the
-Communist Party of India,
-has issued the following
statement to the Press:

* Assam State Council of the
Communist Party of India,
adopted -at its Jorhat
session held from May 16
to 20 last, were released to
-, the Press in a Press Con-

ing of the 20th. Different
reports have appeared in
different  newspapers,

understanding and confu-
sion . amongst the people
and, therefore, I have felt

the need. for issuing s
statement. - *

The Communist Party
unequivocally

police firing  at Slichar on

peaceful satyagrahis when
11 persons were killed and
- several others injured. The
Party held the firing to be
brutal and unwarranted

“the buses
"l'hé. decisions of the.
ference called for the pur-

pose at Jorhat in the morn-"

thereby giving rise to mis-

condemned .
" in the strongest terms the .-

the 19th on unarmed and -

and. demanded an. open .
enquiry into it and punish- -
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had been kept ready lnside

to “deal with any emerg- .

ciicy.”

After the perfectly peaceful

and disciplined demonstration

was over, a blg mass meeting -

was held. When Prof. Hiren

Mukerjee was addressing .it, -

two- truckloads .of people,
obviously organised by the

Congress organisation, .sud-
denly arrived- and tried to
atiack the meeting from be-

hind.

*. The PSP and the Jan Sangh
organised another black flag
400

demonstration .of about
people. ’

Policé Attaék

On " Steel
Workers

the- steel project.

This clash had nothing fo
do with the black flag demons-
trations held elsewhere about

the same time.

on a road near its crossing

‘with another that leads to the

venue of the AICC, the work-
ers resented it as they were
very much ‘tired - after eight

Houry’ work. They insisted on
being  allowed to.

proceed.

Comm

‘ment to those guilty oﬂ{
cers responsible, B

- It is' well-known to all

" that our Party is vehe-

mently opposed fo’the sup-
pression © of democratic
movements . of the people
by repressive measures and
more so by firing and kill-
ing. The movement of the
people of Cachar is not for
the violent overthrow of
the Government and police
did not have to resort to
such inhuman repression.
This is for the first time in
the _.history . of Assam’s
popular movement
such an incident of mass
killing * of 11 persons has
-taken place. The Commu-
nist Party hopes . that all
democratic 'and peace-lov-
ing people through meet-
ings, demonstrations and

hartals all over the State
will express indignation at

and protest against this
ghastly Ekilling,

Our Party has been de-
manding and will continue
to do so until the demand
is conceded that Bengali
should be the official lan-
guage in Cachar up to and
including the district level

. PROTEST AGAINST SILCHAR FIRING -

‘Black Flags At

. The police then charged
the workers and battered
one 6f the buses, The news
of the lathi-charge spread

fast and more workers cal- °

lected on the spot. When
‘the police were making
the :lathi-charge, Congress

~ volunteers weére seen throw-

ing stones and brickbats at
the workers. :
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Blg WﬁlCOme For
: Ajoy Ghosh in Cachar

A JOX. GHOSH, General

] Secretary of the Com-

munist Party of India, who -
leit Calcutta by air for Sil-
‘char on May 27, accompani-
.ed-‘by Renu Chakravarty
and Md. Ilyas, Communist
MPs,, was on arrival at Sil-
char airport, welcomed by
a_large number of people
and volunteers of the San-

went to the munieipal
office (where ashes of the
martyrs have beén -kept),
visited the wounded satya-
- grahis in the hespital’ and.
the scene ot the -police

firing on-May 19. Earlier,

about a thousand people

-met the leaders at the rail-

way station aréa.
Ajoy ~ Ghosh and the

S Rk i

THE police attacked work-
ers of the Durgapur Steel
Project in" the evening of.
. May 27, when about 500 work-
ers were returriing home after
the day’s work In the busés of

- completely burnt down.

Many workers sustained In-
juries ag a result of the com-
bined attack by the police and

_the Seva Dal. The police have
made fifty. arrests so far. The
angry' people set.fire to- the
main arch on-the road leading
to the AICC pandal.  It.was

The steel workers struck
work from -the night of May
27 In protest against the un-

- provoked lathi-charge by the
.. Dolice on them, resulting in
injuries to many workers. -

- They returned to work the
next night only after- the
‘General Manager of the steel
plant had given assurance to
.consider their demands which_
include withdrawal of cases,
ne victimisation and payment
_of wages for the strike day.
The Communist Party and
BPTUC issued statements con-
demning the stupid police
_action. Public resentment was
: such that only ' about 10,000
When the buses were held people attended the meetin

g
up by a huge police cordon

addressed by Pandit Nehru.

gram Parishad,
the martyrs.
Udarband,

addressed them,
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wearing
‘black badges in memory of

At the Party office at
hundreds
men and women came to
receive the leaders, Renu
Chakravarty and Md. Jlyas

of

At the approaches to Sil-
char town, thousands of
people . welcomed Ajoy
Ghosh ahd the Communist
MPs. In' the town, they

* .
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Communist MPs will visit
the main centres of the
language movemen: and
will meet the leaders of all
parties to obtain first-hand
information about the
situation in Cachar.

~ The people of the dis-
trict have welcomed . the
visit of the General Secre-
tary of the Communist j
Party and the Communist ¥
MPps for studying the situa-
tion on the spot, ’
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the morning

WAS IT
PROVOCATION ?

ULAL PAL, a young man he had been waiting at the
brandished a knifecat the
Congress President, Sanjeeva
Reddy, when he alighted at
‘Durgapur railway station in
of May 27 to

railway station - “to kill the

Congress President” ' .
The West Bengal State

Council of the Communisy

Atulya Ghose, Vice-Presi-

. .dent ‘of the State Congress

Committee has contradicted
as totally baseless ‘the news
published in the Hindustan

Party of India, Immediately
on learning about the at-
" tempted attack, issued @
statement, strongly condemn-
ing any such action, whatever

attend the AICC session, and

was immediately apprehended

hy the police. '
According to reports, he has

that

 nities,

It recognises the right of

"the people of Cachar-to
move on this demand. The
Party has been champion-
ing the right of the Ren-
- gali people of Assam as a

whole to bhave all' import- *

-ant laws, decrees, orders,
etc., in Bengali. The Party
inside and outside the

‘State Legislature has been’

fighting for these- rights
and any movement launch-

ed for the realisation of
these demands is consider- -

ed just by our Party.

The demands of the -

Sangram Parishad
some

led bv
leaders . of Cachar

are different, The line of

action and programme

. adopted by them to make -

‘Assam  a  multi-lingual

State through a non-co- .

operation . movement has
no support from the Com-
munist Party nor does our
Party think that such a
movement can ever achieve
for the people of Cachar
the: folfilnent of their just
and’ legitimate = dues, nor-
can it carry forwara the
unity and harmonious re-
Iations amongst the maio-
-rity and minority commu-
. Our Party has no

'NEW AGE

Times of- May 29 that -300
Leftist demonstrators - had
- obstructed Nehru's car, -

s SOOI

‘spread by interested

Bengalis there. For

‘relation with-the Cachar
Sangram Parishad. - Qur
demands and movement
are separate.

We expect that the peo-
ple of Cachar will support
‘the ‘programme of the
Communist Party and will

spare no effort fo enlist -

the suppoit and coupera-
tion of all sections of the

- Deople of Assam in their
movement- for the realisa-

tion of the just uemands
and will dissociate from
the Sanmgram Parishad
whese demands and pro-

gramme of action can only

undermine the upity and
fraternity of the
the State.

Our Party appeals to all
democratic . and peace-
loving people' of Aszam t»
come forward to fake up

the responsibilily of main-

taining peace and amity
amongst the. communities
in the State ar all z0st, not
to be moved hy . rumours
: ele-
ments and’ to defeat the
forces of reaction that are
bent upon confusing and

‘disrupting the democratic

movement of the people.
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peeple of

*

told the police that he recent-
1y went to Assam and had seen
the brutalities committed on
three days
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the alleged assailant’s motives,
Such - actions, - ‘the - Counci
pointed out, wouid only pre-
Judice the cause of the Cachar.
people’s  herolc movement
against the repressive policieg
of the Assam Government, .
It further said: “It is a
strange coincidence . that
Just on the eve of-the de-
monstration (which was
scheduled to be held in the
- afterncon of May 27) to-
day’s regrettable incident
involving the Congress Pre-
sident hag taken place in
- circumstances, many of
which sound rather suspi-
. clous. The public would not
be altogether unjustified in
suspecting -that the incident
‘may even have been en-
gineered by certain inter-
ested quarters fh order to
provide the authorities with
& convenient handle to take
steps against the Droposed
demonstration.” - Co
The statement appealed )
the people to remain on guard
against any provocation and
to hold the demonstration in
8 dignified and disciplined
manner. - ' .
Detailed informatfon™ thas
later became avallable in

_ Caleutta regarding Dula] Pa)

shows that he Is an active
member of the Mandal Con-

- gress Committee in Ward No.,

36.in the Beliaghata area of
Calcutta. He used to live in
one of the quarters of the Cal-
cutta Improvement Trust’s
buildings 1in Bellaghata ang
Wwas an active member of twg =
Congress-sponsored organisa- -
tions in these. buildings, .
The questions that are being
widely asked here are: how
could Dul_al, escape the notice
of the police and plain-
clothes-men when so0 many
thousands of them have been
combing all Durgapur. - .
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-1 ANTI-COMMUNISM
'{AT DURGAPUR
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- 7THE CENTRAL THEME OF
‘the discussions at the Durga-
pur AICC and a- crucial issue

e i _ for Indian democracy was the
‘problem of national integration, . R
7> Assam had exploded again. Jabalpur and ‘Moradabad
were too near in their horror fo be mere memories. The
forces of. militant chauvinism were on the offensive in all
the vast stretches- of our dear lind, T

. It.was only reasonable then for the people to expect
that the AICC and, above all, Nehru would give.a new lead
and fresh inspiration at Durgapur. It is sad -that neither
has -happened. Instead, a - whole Niagara' of platitudes
cascaded from Nehru. . -

- -He-was obviously in.no mood._for introspection or 'self-
criticism. Otherwise he could have scarcely avoided, as he
did aveid; ahy mention of the communal and caste chauvi-
nism’ which' is playing havoc with his own party. He could
.have scarcely-refrained from mentioning the role of Con-
“gress faction-fights.in the Assam tragedy -of - 1960, to say
nothing of the present crisis in Cachar.” Nor could he have
"allowed the sorry story—with all its heinous consequences—
of -the alliance with the Muslim League to have slipped his
mirid, to say nothing of his own indictment of the Congress
in Madhya Pradésh. o : R
. Above all, a little more serions thought to the problem
“would have, prompted Pandit Nehru to tell us how it is that
.after fourteen free yeats, with unintérrupted Congress rule,
" Indian hationalism remains so weak as he himself says it is.
\ Why does atavism survive and why do frustration and rage
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k -all too often grip the common man? Clearly the fault basi-
r. cally. lies with the failure-of the Congress to lead our people
t forward to the completion of the demcratic revolution..

k¥ . Failing'to be sufficiently serious, Pandit Nehru indalged
X in regrettable anti-Communist demagogy. 1t may pass
*._ muster as-electioneering but it is a sad day for India when
y -its. Prime Minister indulges in cheap gibes with scant regard
K for facts. . - - - R i
¢ 'Fhe Communist Party's record and role in the struggle
X against communalism is unparallelled in India, Pride and
* sorrow grip our hearts.when we recall those of our comrades
X

ol
*
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: ¥ who' lad down their lives. to prevent. and stamp out

| ‘ratricidal 'strife, ‘Once again in Assam, West Bengal and

k,
ot 9 . -
. ;;’ Jabalpur the’ Commaunist Party proved its mettle and the
SR

v militant fraternity of its members and friends from all
:f. communities and Linguistic groups was the envy of all other
X parties and the shining hope of our people. |

*. As_for our stand on the India-China border dispute, it
X has beén made cleaf beyond doubt, We are.for the retention
Xin India of all territory in the Northeast upto the MacMohan
X Line and the Northwest up to the traditional boundary. We

WX R

. X are for the settlement of this dispute—as also the conflict
/% 'with Pakistan—through negotiations, which we believe is
- % also the policy of Pandit Nehru, :

it there are any doubts in the minds of the Prime

PP rY

these two issues of national integrity we would ask them to
_test us by taking up our two offers. E -
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Speaker’s. seat.. C .

Jaya Prakash has suggested.
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of its nationals, -

" pull the USA’s chestnuts out of the fire,
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“Minister and.other Congress'democrats about our stand on

-, “Let Pandit Nebru and' the Congress accept our support
.in Kerala to ‘ensure that the Muslim League candidate
.neither sits :in the Speaker’s chair nor wins. the late

- Tiet Pandit Nehru and the -Congress join with us In
the Round Table Conference on the India-China dispute as

"It s surprisifig to say the least that In.all his orations
- on the Communist Party, the Prime Minister ignored these
k {wo offers which have been made by the Communist Party

It is- by a positive approach to the problem of unity of
 “al} secular and democratic forces in the struggle against re-
I action and disruption that Pandit Nehru can be true to his
: reputation and to the cause of India that he has espoused

Shameful Episode

THE WAY RAJESHWAR-DAYAL HAS BEEN FORCED- TO
¥ quit the Congo has once agan shown'up in a3 flash the
k. whole .character -of the so-called U.N. operation there. it
k was not India'which had sought this -appointment for one

. It was to clothe fhe sanguine and dastardly Western
peration under thé UN. flag with the prestige of India by .
-placing an Indian at its head that Hammarskjoeld had
“asked for Dayal’s services. 'The idea was only to make India

This became clearér as tiine passed. 'All Dayal's efforts
to.secure the implemeéntation of UN. resolutions regarding
withdrawal of Belgians and other mercenaries, all his efforts
.to csntrol the-hoodlums of Mobutu and so on were systemati-
ally frustrated and sabotaged, and the imperialists manag-
‘ed to get Lumumba. assassinated and removed from their
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1ism, he did not say much ex-
cept stating that he was “en-

tirely and absolutely opposed -

to communalism” -‘He sald’

that it was all very well to:

talk of ending communsalism
but everyone kuew that in

times of tension, Congressmen

were swept away by it and re-’

peated his complaint about .

Congressmen’s lapse in not

combating communal riots in

Jabalpur. He warned, “You
cannot maintain the
grity of India by communal
approach.” * o

With the Cachar events agl-

tating the entire atmosphere

in Durgapur, the main burden
of Pandit Nehru’s speech was
the danger of linguistic con-
flicts.

firing and while pleading for
“wisdom on both sides”, Pandit

Nehru said that he bad- not -

realised before that the linguis-

tic conflict could be as danger-- -
ous to India's integrity as any- ’

thing else. Not suppression but
encouragement to languages to
grow-—that was' the solution,
.and yet the ominous tendency
was to shun other languag

except one’s own.

Failore Of
Congress

‘What, however, one felt like
asking, listening to him was:
Why did the Congress -as the
premier political organisation in
the country, cultivate this spirit
within its own ranks? X

To build and not to break:

**1***********************_*!}‘**********

Simultaneously a campaign of slander was launched
against India and Dayal by U.S. and British diplomats and ]
by the USA’s stooge Kasavabu. . - *3

Again, it was to rescue the “operation” from its difficult )
straits when the non-aligned African countries withdrew 5
their forces that all sorts of assurances were given to secure }
the indispensable support of 5,000 Indian troops. Once again :

¥
R,

Soviet Union.

troops. .

NEW AGE

inte-

He condemned- the Silchar.

‘ India was made to pull the USA’s chestnuts out of the fire.

Having thus fully ntilised Dayal and India for their 4
dastardly purpeses, the USA started- putting -pressure on
India though diplomati¢ channels to make Dayal withdraw %
“yoluntarily” from the scene. Rusk on his visit to New Delhi ¥ -
at the beginning of April demanded it directly from Nehru.
With scant respect for Article 100 ‘of the UN. Charter which
guarantees the Secretary-General freedom to control all the
appointments, Hammarskjoeld became the willing tool of
the U.S. State Department and carried out the same pres-
sure operation persondlly on Dayal by recalling him fo
New York and- keeping him a “prisoner” at UN. head-
.quarters. He even offered Dayal' o sinecure job'at the
Headgquarters as Adviser to him on the Congo affairs. .

. The whole episode has shown how correst the Soviet
Union’s denunciation of Hammarskjoeld as’ U.S. imperial- J
sm’s agent was and how necessary it is that the structure 3
of the UN. be changed on the lines demanded by the

As for.the ultimate acquiecence of the Government of
India and their surrender to U.S. pressure it is an episode-
which makes every self-respecting Indian hang.his head
in shame. Stili worse are the alibig that the Prime Minis-
ter has sought to provide for the Secretary-General's
action. Over and above is the attempt to go back on the
categorical statement made in Parliament that the station-
ing of our troops in the'Congo is linked up with Dayal's
continuance as U.N. representative. The - Prime *Minister
now tells the country that the link is no longer there. Even
"o child can see that with Dayal’'s removal it will be far
easier than before for the imperialists to misuse Indian

tempts. to hush up the affair
which has brought such humiliation to our country and his
efforts to go back on his - earlier - assurances regarding
Indian troops In the Congo without even so much as
consulting Parliament need to be strongly condemned, The
prestige of India in the eyes of Africa and the'whole non-
aligned and anti-imperialist world should not be allowed
to be played with like this, even by the Prime Minister-

The Prime Minister's at

that was the slogan Pandit
Nehru set before the AICC.
And yet, in degling with’ the
Communist Party, he ignored
the Communist offer of full
cooperation to him and to the
Congress to fight ecvmmunal
reactionary forces. Instead, he

" quite unnecessarily, charged

the Communists «with attachi--
‘fng no importance to-the in-
tegrity of Indig, distorting
the Communist stand on the
India-China dispute  as am-
ounting to a readiness to part
with & portion of Indian ter-
ritory ‘to ‘a foreign Power.

Nai'row .,'An'd‘-'

Partisam

Further, Pandit Nehru picKed
on the Leftists’ demonstrations
on. Cachar—which, even by po=
lice accounts, were absolutely

peaceful and had nothing to'.

do with the spontaneous.clash

between Durgapur’s steel work- -
. ers with the police—as proof of

ericouragement to violence and
warned Congressmen that the

real danger of events like Sil- -

char. was. that the Communists

would try to cash in on.them. ~

He. also blamed the Leftists
for having started the.slogan
¢“murderer Nehru, go back”.
Actually, the slogan was: heard
in the demonstration, led joint-

1y by the-Jan Sangh and PSP.

One could understand the

_compulsions of an election-year

requiring the scoring of propa-

ganda points against a political

opponent.- But one cannot get

away from the feeling that it
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_was precisely such an approach

of narrow party interest ‘that
stands in the way of-an all-
India - crusade to tackle the .
growing threats to national inte-
gration. As one listened to Pan-
dit Nehru's analysis, one couid

. hardly escape feeling Low much

mote effective he cou'd be, even
at this stage, in rousing the en-
tire country against disruptive

forces threatening the nation’s

* unity if only he himself could
rise above the narrow interest. -
of the Congress Party’s petty’
politicians. - .

It was not-that Pandit Nehru

_cannot give suth a call. At Dur-

gapur. itself, such’ a call came _ -

from him in strident . protest
against Portuguese * barbarities
in Angola. In the strongest con- :
demnation of Britain since the
Suez war, he warned the great
Powers to realise that “all the
“talk of anti-colonialism -falls to -
ground when the most blatant

colonialism is tolerated and | .

sometimes encouraged.”

Thréals\Fbom
Pakistan

Although foreign affairs did
not become ‘@ major issue in the
AICC—apart from the categoric
denunciation of Portuguese ge-
- nocide in Angola—a significant

thing was the focus.laid on the
.- new threats from Pakistan. The
sabre-rattlings in Azad Kash-
mir and the Pak Government’s’

‘move to declare Azad Kashmir

independent were interpreted -
by Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri as
ominous, maybe as a prelude to
some adventuristic action from
across the cease-fire line.

While the question of defend-
ing territorial integrity provid-
ed the usual fare of attacks on .
© the Communist Party-—not-un-
expécted in the election year—
it was interesting to. find Sri
Lal Bahadur Shastri paying a -
tribute to Khrushchov’s: faith

possibility of realising Social-

r
¢ ism peacefully. . .
X
3

This strange cocktail of -

. .gnti-Communism with appre=.
ciation of Soviet- policies {s

. but a reflection of the lack of

a clear-cut political stand of
the Congress . leadership to

side the country for a fight
against redctionary - forces.

3

3

. rally all democratic forcesin=""
3

r

r

. munal and separatist tenden-
cies—as embodied in the Na-
- tional Integration Committee
Report—was combined with
broadsides .against Indian
Commaunists, which can only
" help the ‘very. same flssipar-
ous elements, o

¥ Determination to fight com-
3
3

Resolution
=3nd Practice

’ ’I'lie persistent paradox in
-vided in another- way. - While
the AICC adopted & non-official
resolution - sponsored by Srl
S. N. ‘Mishra and - his Ginger
Group, enjoining. criteria. for
selection of candidates for Con=

gress tickets according to their
- adherence to the Socialist ideo-

i’

X

¥ tofight a sitting Communist
X . .
*

*

*

*

*

*

-

3

3

v logy, in the lobby of the session

; . itself one could see West-Ben-
_'gal Congress leaders trying to
persuade the Maharaniadhirani
of Burdwan to accept Congress
ticket for the General -Elections

. Burdwan happens to be .the

himself. .
. - biggest zamindari estate in West
(May 31) : Bengal-—no bastion of the
e - - cialist pattern. . Lo
SSRBERFHEEHREERF RS ER R R % - . (May 30)
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* Recounts Reaction’s .

 Resistance At Every Stage -

3 A'tv‘thervg.l"y {i_me when' Parliament was debating
_'the Dovwry Bill, disagreeing over its clauses and wor-

" heart of the capital of Delhi, the father of a young girl

- ~who could niot provide the dowry demanded by the
“parents of young men, had to give his daughter to a.

- rying ‘over. harassment. which -may or may not be
caused to some by unscrupulous litigants—in.the very.

- to-" have

. in peaceful co-existence and the

' .8esiion:

Congress politics was also pro- ..

‘thrice-married ‘old man,

.divorced by him and was

WP EING the mover of an un-'

official Bill  -on = dowry,
scores of letters have:come to

.- me from unknown people Te:
- -connting. the heart-rending:

‘sufferingg of women. =
Take the case of ‘a young

Ludhiana “girl--Kamla Dhan-

da. Kamia had - no mother..

| . Her' father is a-poor teacher-
at'Nabha with a-few acres of

land. Kamla was a matricu-
late and held a diploma -in
sewing. After her marriage,
her. reother-in-law-was sald
continuously ill-

whose last wife had ‘been’
still living. - RS T

- It is remarkable -how deep-
rooted-_on our minds. feudal
" ideas. and. customs are.-Many
‘people - who-' readily
- radical political and economic
concepts hesitate when facing
gocial ‘reform. - While educa-
' tion is a lever, the looSening
" of ‘'the hold of feudal ideas

Otherwise how do we find that
there Is a price categorisation
for dowries- to be pald to
-BAs, MAs, and-so on? The
- fight against backward -feudal
ideas requires a sustained and

treated her because - she did’ consclous struggle. Without it

not: -bring. .~ a - satisfactory
dowry. Every one in the mo-
halla knew .- about. her un-
happy lot.and on March 2,
1981, she. died with- tell-tale
wounds on- her body.”
It-is reported - there "is-a
letter of ‘Kamla’s = with . the
_police which says, “Flease, if
you want to see me happy-in

. this .hiome, you must send a

- ghare of the land you pro-
mised to give at my marria~
ge.” The entire - - town.. was
shocked at this death. Women
brought .out protest demons-

.. trations fearing "the police
*vwould hush-up the case, It is

- now being fought by the most
eminent  barristers free of

. charge. .- ; :

The cory - of anguish ' of
Snehalata, the Bengali girl,
who several - decades. :ago
could not provide: the dowry.
demanded . by rapacious

_young .. men, the cty of.

Kamla Dhanda—Iis - echoed
by so many:‘thousands of
unfortunate - young girls..
The néed for- stamping out

.. this evil custom cannot be

- denied by anyone. - :

No Frontal

 Opposition

That is why. when the

Dowry Bill was brought for- .

ward no: one dared oppose 1t -

“-frontally. Rather it was thro-

ugh the ingenious argument -

. of likely. harassment .of the

innecent that the effective-

‘ness of the Bill' was watered *
.. down.’ : :

No one answered.the ques-'.
tion -I had put to the Joint
: .“Is the harassment -
which goes on every day in::

- almost every middle-class and

lower-middle-class.family, the "

. harassment of father, mother

and family, not.to ‘speak of

“the daughter to be given In .

ge—is the harassment '

" they are . subjected to for
. dowry, more, or the harass-

ment some unscrupulous peo-

ple 1may. or may not commit
"~ on'a few innocent people more -
" harmful? We _ have laws to
_prevent vexatious = law suits.

But the two kinds of harass-

. ment are being put on a par”’

No satisfactory answer was:

" forthcoming and this argu- -

ment of harassment . was
again ‘and ageain used to wa-..

* ter down the Bill.
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_the dignity and equality-of
: xﬁ;}manh_ ood can never be rea-
ed. " ..

This has been seen In abun-

. dant measure during: the long -

struggle for the Hinau Coue
Bfil. Once thé right of daugh-
ters'to succession in father’s
property was accepted it was

accept..

does not come spontaneously.

cedure of walting - for .. .the
-.chance. luck of getting -~ the

ballot, my Bill came up for,
discussion. The - then - -Law"
* Minister, - 8ri C. C. Biswas,"

promised that . .Government
would itself sponsor an official
Bill .and hence- requested: me
to withdraw my Bill. Notwith~

" standing this assurance it has
. taken seven-long years: - for

the official Bill to be -passed
into law. . o

ERIT

Women, 8. 770070 Govered by the Contracts Act
: -and the law courts were fully.

Campaign

" Behind this enactment Is a_

long history of effort -and
campalgn led by women’s Or-
ganisations “ in the country.
The example of only one or-

ganisation, the - National Fe-.
deration - of Indian-- Women;

will suffice as a case. in point.
The Federation walted till the
Second Parllament was cons-
tituted before taking up the
campalgn on a national scale.
In the autumn of 1958, seven-
{y-five members  of. various

‘women’s organisations met

the Law Minister and present-
R i

but the logical next step that -

the ‘evils' of ‘the dowry system
should be ‘eliminated. . The
Succession  Act yet deniesto
daughters an equal share with
the brother in the. property.of

the father as dete¥mined. by
the Mitakshare lawof inheri- :
tance by which' the majority

of ‘Indians are ruled. Never-
theless it is a stepin the right

- direction.” Hence with aboll- -

" tion of dowry, women conti-
" nue to ask: for an equal share
in their -own right = to the’
father’s property. .- = .-
-This would protect both the
interest of daughters " whoso
fathers have property and.
wealth and at the same time
save the daughters of the
poorer sectlons of our society
from = the humiliations and
sufferings caused by extortion
of dowry. - .
- But  orthodox- opinion
under - varions ' excuses is
already saying -‘that the
daughter should not ask for -
‘share in the father’s pro- :
perty .but should ask for a’
part of the father-in-law’s
property.. This idea has al-
ready been expressed in the
Punjab and Madhya Pra--
desh Legislatures. . A direct.
- right in her own capacity as
the child of her father in-
. vests the daughter with far
more . dignity -and strength
- than on indirect right thro-
ugh her husband to her
father-in-law’s property. It
is in such devious ways that
social reform laws are
sought to be constantly at--

History or
The Bill .~

- The history of-the long and
stormy course the Dowry Bill
had to go through 1is more
than ample evidence of -this.
In 1954, the first efforts at
legislation - to- ban - the giving
of dowry was made by the in- -
troduction of an unofficial Bl -
in. my name. Smt..Uma Nehru
‘also moved : & similar ‘Bill

-

. — 2
. Afterthelt‘mgm ﬁﬁut pro-

aroused among ‘the. women
- over this Bill.

.Comumittée over which I pre-

up to a'limif of Rs. 2000 per-
missible as not falling within
the definition of dowry. It was
deleted after sharp ‘debate
because, -in .fact,: this = would
have meant legalising dowry
up to a limit of Rs. 2000. The
Select Committee 'lald stress
‘on the need to prove whether
“anything had been given “in
consideration of marriage” or

7. 'not. 'The implications of this

“conslderation” ~ wag simply

"equipped to deal with it.

It also added that dowry
- glven both directly and indi--
- rectly should. be punishable
by both = hwprisonment ' and
fine. Even one days jail
would become a greater deter-
rent against infringements of
-social laws than any amount
-of fine. . .

To tighten the Bjll against
frivolous use, it was stipu'ated
that ho court except that of
u First Class Magistrate' conld
try cases under this Act. -

Many social reformers had

The, Bill went to the Select
._sided. The original Bill as in-
troduced had made ° presents -

_be dowry “unless they are

made }n.conside'ration of mar- g

passing. off extortion as

15 dowry widely demanded
if not as cash, ornaments,
clothes, utensils, ete? 'Fur-
ther if avoidance of vexa-

I N S G
ments, clothes of other artl:
cles would not-be deemed to™

"~ “his ‘was'a highly _dan- -
> ..gerous explanation because,
_ it created. a loophole for -

presents. For in what form -

tions law suits was:the rea- -~

son for the insistance “on -

. this Explanation, the diffi-
culties’ of proving -or dis-

“proving whether - or not it

was given “in consideration
of marriage” remained just
the same as in the ‘original
definitions. s

Rajya Sabha
Amendmenys . .
. Almost all, women Mem:

bers of “Pariiament. .and
geveral women’s organisations

objected to this Explanation -’

being added, as they felt this

would be”opening - wide the "

door to legalise dowry. und
_ the garb of presents.. " - -

When'the Bill. was sens to’

the Rajya Sabha, it Telusert--

ed the clause making indirect ~

giving of dowry a pensl effen-

"But 1t gave another _fatal
blow to the enly clause ~hich

could: have been. used.--socme-
what 'effectively - In- the-:Bill.

held. the opinion that the. It deleted-the clause making

R

.

ed ‘him. with 18,000 signatures
. collected from various .parts

of - India for :introducing the

"It' was at this time- that
similar Bills were. Introduced
in the State Legislatures of
Andhra, West Bengal, Rajas-
than and Kerala. States like

Bihar glready had enactments

and the Andhra " Legislature

“also had passed this law. In

1959, the Bill was introduced
in the Lok Sabha and as such
the dowry Bills still outstand-
ing in" the State Assemblies
were- not proceeded wita, -

fn The Select
Commiitee -

‘But the campaign outside
the ' -legislature’ had to be
stepped up because past ex-
perience had taught women
that -without rousing ' public.
opinion neither  could the
social evil be eradicated .nor
the- law brought to a success-
tul conclusion.. - . - .

- Letters, is to Mem-
bers of Parliament, pledges
by parents not to take
dowry for their sons or to
give: dowry for daughters
were organised. Articles and
- lettérs to the Press and a
Iarge number:: of meetings

offence should be made cog-
nisable, = for experience bhas
shown . that  without this,
social reform = laws . remain
delid letters. The argument of
police harassment-was brou-

ght forward with impassioned -

eloguence, even by ‘some Con-
gress members. to -oppose - the
demand. Although most wo-
men M.Pg, irrespective of par-
ties, were strongly:in favour
of this demand for "making
“the offence cognizable, it was
not accepted by the - Select
Committee. .
The demanding of .dowry
was, however, kept as a penal-

. isable offence without any

debate. - :
The recommendations . of .
the Select Committee - were

quite clearly moderate. But as -

soon as it came before the
Lok S8abha - it faced rough
weather. . The Lok Sabha
would not allow the indirect
giving of dowry to be penall-
scu

" The biggest: debate- cen-
tred round the need to differ-
entiate between bona fide
.gifts given willingly out of
love and affection and those
extorted from the  bride’s
family or in some exceptional

cases from the bridegroom or . DY Women standing before the

his relations. In spite of the

repeated assurance by the Law ~these demands written on : -

Minister that anything which

In West was not given “in considera-

- Bengal” ‘alone _ twentyfive
thousand - signatures - were:
“collected and five thousand
-postcards were gsent fo the
“Law Minister. to- request.
that the Bill . be passed.
Fourteen . thousand ' siena- -
tures were collected in Pan-"

'NEW AGE "

‘Sabha raising again the argu-

-tion of” ie. a8 a contract of
marriage, was fully permissi-
ble-under this law, the Lok

ment of harassment, added as
Explanation,” whereby it was

“explicitly  stated that, ~pre- -

sents in-form of eash,_ ornga-

_the demanding of dowry én

It was clear- that a Joint
- Besslon was inevitable. Sharp
controversies  had. - arisen be-
tween the two Houses, . .°

-On September 5, 1980, a de-
putation of women from 7. P.;
Rajasthan, Punjab and Delbi

met the Speaker of the Lok -

Babha and the Law. Minfster
urging them.for &n early con-:
vening of the Joint 3essicn. A -

-big public meeting of women . -

in Delhi was held : ard was
addressed by Smf. Krishna
-Mehta M.P.,, and mysclf, Lete
ters and telegrams: poured-in
to the Prime Minister. - -

Joint
Session

1t was only on ‘May 8, 1961,
that the Joint Session - was

finally convened. Twentyelght -
. women’s .¢rganisations - Inclus .

ding the -All-India Women's "
Conference and the National -

Federation of Indian Women °

jointly demanded  deletion of
the Explanation ' and . asked:

that the demand for dowry be *

made penal.. “Vigil” was kept
gates ‘of Parliament - with .

posters held in their hands.
It was made known just on

the eve of-the Joint - 8essinn

that the Executive Committed -

of the Congress Parliamen«:.
tary Party, contrary to usuat = -
_practice, had decided to Issus '

a whip to vote for deletion of,
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ce. It deleted the Explanation.




..youth and analysed the work

o

. period. - .

bl

" .the World Federation of De-

o

... -The Second National Conference of the All-
- .India Youth Federation, held in Hyderabad betwéen
_.-May 19 and 21,-was an event of great significance for
- the organisation and has made an important con-

“tribution to the youth movement. of our countfy.

C rTHE 306. delegates -snd' unity among the Indidn youth

‘observers from 12 States organisations and -among our.
- «who attended -the conference different sections of ‘youth for

. .. actively participated Infree voicing -our’ united opinion
": - and frank discussionis on the " in support of the above tasks -
*-.most burning issues affectifig is.the call given by the con-

‘the’ life. and activity ‘of our ference in_this connection.
h - In'the above -international
- of the organisation since - its context- the report dealt with
"_foupdatlon,.-two years ago. the existing situation.at home.
—— o fn . - 5 "Noting the achievements of
o _Achle_vements & the c:r?:lgyti in tggn:lvay o;
¥ : on Bs 2 P - indusf ation, a on o
Weaknesses © princely States, zamindari,
. : ’ ‘ete,. the report stressed the-

- In the light-of -these dis- fact that it has beén through

. cussions, the conference ‘was, constant  struggle against
able to correctly - assess’ the” powerful opposing forces in-
- achievements, as well, as' the.gide .as well as  outside our
-Weaknesses, of the' movement ‘country, that .we have regis--
- and to; formulate the:main tered whatever advance that
. immediate tasks facing- the . 'is thére in our national deve-
. organisation ‘in- the :€oming lopment. : - -

" -messages ‘of greefings re- .. .. Ay
‘ceived from various organ- S :
.isations in"our country and *
- abread, was.a sign of the :
fraternal ' links - that the
organisation. has already Ki-
established- with - progres-
sive ‘and ' democratic. move- )
ments . inside our. country ,
and outside, - L
". Attending the ‘conference
were fraternal delegates from _

“mocratic Youth, Czechoslovak
Youth Union, Sri Lanka Free-
.~ dom- Party- Youth League of . . .
-.Ceylon . and -~ from . several” Lo . Lo
vmdian'-‘:organjsatlons,_—You;h" who  want to grab all the
Hostels . Association, Soclalist. gryits of freedom and the
Youth League, All-India 8tu- forees of disunity—commu-
dents' . Federatlon, All-India pgjism, casteism, regionalism,
- ‘Trade - -Union Congress and . ate. - ) . . :
: the All-India Kisan Sabha. - -Effectively combating the
- 'These.. deliberations' were argument that -youth should

" organised at the. conference not indulge in all these

‘in’ four plenary sessions . and affairs, the conference has
two separate -sessions of. its declared in the report that it
. two commissions. . . i oS i ]
" "Thé results of these deli- Upon the youth of our coun-
* beratlons -are. contained in UV t0.play its due role in our

~three main documents and 12 Dresent struggles, just as it-

. Tesolutions; all of which were didﬁiior the lberation of our
-.adopted . unanimously - with' rotherland. L

the’ Incorporation’ of the ac--.. In = the above-mentioned
. Cepted 'amendments. These COnditions are seen the pro-
*.",documents- are:. the General . Plems of our youth and their
. Secretary’s report; (2) the re- ole-in our soclety.

port of .the -Commission for

_ -'gagg, - Disarmament - and" Critie_ism Of
- Figl Agalnst- Colonialism; - - . o
. and (3) “the. Teport of the GOVE. Measures

' ~Commission” for Youth. and . ) =

. National Reconstruction. . -~ In’ demanding the -crea-

S LT tion of necessary condi-

' obloms BF - tions for the “youth to live
- _Pl'()lllemsé Of - and work, the report has
‘.The'Nati“n" - made a scathing criticism

. of -existing .inadequacy of
s S 4 hy' the Government measures
THe problems tackied by ; s N
" the conference, through these to mect satisfactorily even

Qocuments, were: . . day -requirements of the
d’I‘aking,note of 1;the maj;fr - Indian youth. :
 developments in the world Even after 14 years of
- Which are shaping the future { independénce, about :76
- ~of the whole of mankind -and per ‘cent of our population
the impact of these develop-. wpip®poans about 304 mil-
© ‘ments on .the life- of. our jon‘oe ous people can neither
. -Jouth, the main report stres- reaq’nor writer - And among
Sed the need for mobllising e, ™0 dre fortinate

$he youth of our'cointry in - gnouen to. get into the educa-
tional institutions, there is a

* the' worldwide struggle " for
"peace, for disarmament and fom . -

/ Soa LSR5 good section -who find ' that
against-colonialism, .~ ' either they have to abandon
“To -make every -effort to their education; thanks to
I_au_ild_»’proad ‘enoperation and the rising " costs; or if they

" pAacE/SIX e

is ~ particularly - incumbent

*-the most esséntial present--

complete their education,
their training and talents are
left to rust without being.

Aabsorbed  in national - recons-

tructions. ) s

b Unemployment  has al-
q ready become a chronic.
disease in our- country, with
the swelling army of educated -
unemployed youth.

e’cPCultural and - sports

facilities . are  still far
beyond the reach of the vast.
masses of our youth. -

Seétlonal

Problems

. 'Apaﬂ from these common

problems, which the youth of
all sections of our soclety are”
facing today, the report dealt

-with other urgent problems

for each section of our youth
—young workers, rural youth,
young intellectuals and so on
—arising out of the condi-
tlons in which they have-to
live and work, o
There is noe wonder,
therefore, that it is often
' said that the youth of to-
“day are mot inspired by

“ideals of national recons-

truction and that a feeling ~
of frustration has gripped -

- them, Only i the develop-

. ment of the  counfry -and-

the {fulfilment  of the
needs of the people go
hand-in-hand wil} people
feel inspired to participate

with greater vigour in these-

tasks. - This applies even
more to the youth than to

any other section of .the .

people. .

Hence, while welcoming in
this connectlon the intro-
duction of youth welfare
scheme¢s in the Second Plan,
the .report sharply pointed

out that due to .the meagre .

amounts spent. on . these

. schemes and ' the manner in

which these schemes - were

. implemented, they have bare-

ly touched the fringe of the
vast_masses of our youth.

Federation’s ©
Work '

It i3 quite paradoxical that

while the. Government talks
of mass cooperation for youth
welfare schemes, it is neither

heeding to offers of voluntary -

cooperation of  various youth
organisations- for implement-
ing these 'schemes and push-
ing them forward nor is.it
utilising the funds which it

itself has deélded to spend
. along these lines. Even .the

holding of inter-university
youth festivals—perhaps  the
biggest ' achlevement of the
scheme—has now. been sud-

. denly - abandoned - without
- consulting student orggnisa_.-

tlons, at least.
NEW AGE
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" SARADA MITRA
etary, AIYF, reports on the Second
:Co'nvferenéer,of the All-India Youth Federation.

'I'hle report then. dealt in
detail with the. work of the’

All-India. -Youth Federation
(AIYF)., An article® on the

-activity of the AIYF since’its

constituent - conference of

‘1959 has already appeared in

New Age on the eve of our
conference.” - . .

" In view of the above picture
of the life of our youth today
and of the activity .of the
AIYF during the. past two
years, the conference pinned
down - three- major short-
comings in the movement and

‘ made - some- concrete: propo-

sals’ for overcoming- them in
the coming period. They are:

FIRST, our activities” ‘are

" restricted among the middle-

class youth in  most of. the
States. .The task row Is.to
unite large number-of young
workers and peasants in our
organisation. - :

The conference appealed to.

trade  unlons. and peasants
and - agricultural workers’
organisations for their co-
operation. ) -
. And to"study the problems
of these sections of -the youth,
the- conference has proposed

-to organise - a conference.of

‘young, workers and a confer-
ence -of rural youth in co-

trade unions .and- peasant

organisations,

SECONDLY, In conducting
activities for realising the
. economic, social and cultural
needs of the youth and in
mobilising’ them for natlonal
reconstruction work, we have
only depended upbn our.orga--
nisational efforts and upon
the resources -and sympathy
-of :the local people; ‘'we have
never paid attention. to the
possibilitles ‘offered - by the

Government.. )
Department
For Youth -

The conference was of the-
view that while such efforts

. should always be encouraged
we, &t the same. time, must

. ,use all possibilities offered by
"the Govterntgent,l‘?n order to B traet .
see tha e. public money CCO) y ;
that is spent on such schemes. . . ns Vu(.! . 0,_!5} i
is used for the benefit of our °

young people.

AICC that either.a separate
- ministry or a separate de-
partment for youth welfare
should be set up at the Cen-
tre and in the States and
.all genuine national. youth and of other sectors of the
organisations - should be economy but it - should alsg

The conference has in
-this connection” welcomed
the proposals made by the  devan Nair,
Youth Department = of the pointed out ‘that the concept:
of national reconstruction ‘-

. welfare schemes, B
Actually, the AIYF 'in its
memorandum _to  the - Plan-

ning Commission has'already _

made a similar- proposal for

setting up a consultative body
- for -the ‘same purpose, :

TRIRDLY, now- .that :we.
have our units in most of the

Btates, we -must take -initia- .

tive .for bigger -all-India acti-
vities—actlvities which will

attract and mobilise all ‘sec-
tions o: the youth. - C

All.India
Festival - -

The conference has; there-

fore, decided to hold an All-

India- - Youth  Festival—in'

‘honour of the Eighth World
Youth Festival to be held in

‘Helsinki in 1962. .

FOURTHLY, as the lofty
- cause for which.we are work-
ing is the common aspiration™ -

of our youth, irrespective of
political .or religious: differ-
ences and as there are other
youth organisations -in India.
with whose ' programme we
have 'a number of. points in
common, the conference has

. appealed  to these organisa-

tions: “Let us - cooperate and
work togéther on common
issues so as to unite the vast
masses of our youth in the

great cause of advagncement
" "of our country, for bullding a -
happy future for our youth in .

a world of peace.”.

_For further thorough dis-
cussion on the-, problems of
peace and colonialism and on

the question of participation " :
of youth in national recons- -

truction, - the conference
broke- into "two -commissions
on the second day. o

. In the commission for dis-
_cussing the problem' of pesace, -

‘disarmament . 'and - struggle
against colonialism, the co-

1 report was'  presented by K. -
Govinda Pillai. The report

analysed particularly the dan-
gers of the armament - race,
the burdens imposed ‘on._ the
peoples of the world due fo it
and the vast possibilities: for
development of the newly
Uberated countries in- general

and our country in particular -
if the resources of ‘the world.

that go down the drain of the
armament race were to be
-diverted ‘to peaceful purpose.

Among. ‘the recommenda-

tions of this commission were

resolutions on Goa,. Algeria,

.. West Irian, the Congo, World -
- Youth Forum, World -Youth

Festival and the proposal for
urging upon- the WFDY to

.take the ‘initiative to con-- .

vene an Asian Youth Seminar,
National

construction”, the co-report
was presented by P. K, Vasu-

“should not be confined only
“to the guestion of Industriali-
sation and to that of the re-~
organisation . of* agriculture

' given consultative status so  inelude . drive against lite-

as to ensure the coopera- .
- tion of vast sections of .the
organised’ youth in making

racy, reorientation of the

* SEE PAGE 14

s

and implementing the youth
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Chief has. returned to .his
lair. Instwo Press Confer-

- -ences he has made hig
- summing-up of the South-

east Asian tour. This is of

. value not so much for tell-

ing us what he was able to

. achieve-—which was preci--
" ous. little~—as for giving
. away what U.S. imperial-

. ism’'s plans for this region

are, - ] <
 Before proceeding to an
analysis of - his Washington

- outpourings, -one may be

forgiven for summing up
the buffoonery of Lyndon
Johnson 'in the words of
& member of his entourage
—EKennedy's brother-in-law to

- be exact: “I must say he isa

combination of Groucho Marx,

Bob Hope and Cecil B. De-

Mille”! (Time, May 26) .

-Cowboy .
Whoop

And as for his general
sense' of decorum"and res-
pect  for - hospitality, the
following description in
Time of the same date js
difficult to beat: - “After

_warmly kissing - Lady Bird

for | _the. photographers,

-Johnson entered the Taj to’

. hear a guide explain that
sounds echo for 15 seconds
around the domed mauso-
leum before dying out.
Johnson promptly smashed
the solemn. silence with a
‘rousing cowboy whoop that

seemed fo clatter forever .

around the . domte while

Indian officials stared at

one another.”

So much for the man whonr
the US. has the fortune’ to

"have as its second highest

executive. Now for the results

of his tour as he sees them.
His first dchievement seems

to have been the gingering up

" of the U8, satellites in Asla, . -
- .. On May 25, Associated Press .

reported: .“Mr. Johnson also

said that he had made it clear -
.to the leaders of Asia that the

U.S,. would make any sacrifice

" and risk any danger- that
_might be necessary in the

defence of free natlons

- against Communism....Asian’

leaders to whom he had talk-

ed had been ' reassured that
- we shall. honour our ‘com-

mitments,” -

This is aclear énough state-
ment about one of the impor-
tant ‘future aims of" U.S.
policy ' in "Southeast Asia.
There is no spirit of - “new
frontiers” here but the same

-old rank -smell of death and
-war. If any in India had any

hopes that Kennedy’s friend-
Her attitude “to neutralism

" *would mean an abandonment

of imperialist aggressive
groupings, there is no room
left for ions on. this score.

.Nor is-it a question of a

Precarious: coexistence in
"U.S. policy of friendship to
neutral nations and alli-
‘ance with aggressive pup-
pets. Through: Lyndon
Johnson' the U.S. has serv-
ed notice that it is not
" going to -allow any of its

present satellite States to

‘get out of its _clntches,

As’ a matter of fact for
some, at ledst, - of the Asian
countries under US. yoke,
the first . assertion of inde-
pendence . could “well be .to
break from the military alli-

"JUNE 4, 1961 .+

.Mr. Johnson sald that he was

ances and to unfurl the ban-.

ner of neutralism.- This the

‘U.S. ‘imperialists - will resist

tooth and nail. . The nations

who now pursue a neutralist

forelgn policy must take note

of this. - B .

A Report -

Uncontradicted
Lyndon Johnson told Thai-

land’s dictator S8arit Thanarat’

that the U.S. would ‘intervene
In Thailand....even it the
Seato machinery = collapsed

. completely and the U.S. had-
. to go it-alone. “The US. gave

us full guarantees,’ sald Sarit,
‘We. are- a virgin. No dne i3 to

touch us'” (Time, May 26)

The less. said _about Sarit’s
virginity the beétter, but it is
evident that the US. has

“committed itself tp keep-him

in power come what may. ° _
‘The second theme of the
U. 8. Vice-President’s sum-

. ming up concerns India. He
reports that . Pandit Nehru
.passed on t6 .him an old

Indian proverb: “When dan-

ger is near;*salvation is near,

also.” But this cultural ex-
change was not all,

“Mr. Lyndon- Johnson  said
that Prime Minister Nehru
had expressed an_interest in
contributing to the defence of
Southeast Asia. Mr, Johnson
said that-this was reflected in

-the. joint communique issued

following his talks in ‘India.

‘very appreciative’ of the con-

tribution Mr. Nehrii had made

in their talks.”” (Th¢ Hindu,
May 26) e
Four full days have pass-

umny has been uttered

the Primie Minister per-

‘regret and shame that the
-Government. of India has
not yet issued any contra-
diction mor even a clarifica-
tion. I o

It is scandalous that it was

left to U.B. Ambassador Gal-.
‘braith to state to the Hindu’s
. Delhl Correspondent on Msay

25: “That it would be incor-
-rect to say that the word

‘defence’ in the military con-
text was ever used in the
course of the recent talks be-
tween - Mr. Nehru and Mr.
Johnson.” : .
Ominous

Silence: _

" One can well imagine what

- an uproar there would have

been if after a talk between,

say, Kosygin and Pandit’
Nehru, the Soviet statesman -

had declared that the Indian

Prime Minister had expressed .

interest in,-say, the.defence
preparations of the Warsaw
Pact. .A thousand denials
would have immediately fol-
lowed and a hundred edito-
rials would have ‘screeched
antl-Soviet hate. :

.By contrast the present

silence is .rather ominous.
Time and again, Nehru' has

" hit out against Seato, Cento
"and all forms of military

alignments. Time and again,
“he has warned of the dangers

that “defence pacts” repre-
sent to the freedom of Asian

* ed after this outrageous cal- -

sonally. It is a matter of ~

. 'The - ‘great white Vice-

countries and the peace of the

-continent. -

One-wonders why he did
not so forcefully - express
these views to the U.S.
Vice-President, Why did he
allow the visitor to gather
‘the impression about India’s
so-called “interest” in US.

“defence”. Or if he did make

his views ‘perfectly clear .

then he must brand Lyndon

Johnson for the liar that he

is. Silence in this ecase
" would/ not be golden.’

Need For =
Repudiation A
The need .-for emphatic re-

" pudiation is all the greater in

view of the plan that the
US. Vice-President has un-
folded for Southeast Asia. He
sald that “he hoped there
might be a meeting of Ameri-
can officials with representa-
tives of all the. nations of
Southeast Asla with g view to
broad. region-wide assault on
the problems of the Asian-
beople.” (The Hindu, May 26)
. This” would mean that he
intends to convene a. confer-
ence under - US. tutelage
where "India - would = diseuss
together with Chiang Kai-
shek, Sarlt -‘Thanarat, Ngo
Dinh Diem and Garcia. And
they would discuss how .to
“assault” the problems of the
Asian people. ’

US

E LESSON

8 @ by HOHIT SEN

The very fact that Lyndon
Johnson was bold. enough to
advance this plan after. his

talks with ‘Nehru reveals not’

merely the arrogance of this

raclalist but - also the weak

chinks in our own arm nour.,

against the foreign policy :Weak- : ’ {

of our:country and, indeed, "

Chinks

All the conversations about
poverty, hunger and disease
seem to have given the U.S.
Vice-President the impression
that India’s Prime Minister
concurred with him - about
US.. “efforts” in this direc-
tion, Let .alone miiitary pacts
there Is equally no common
ground between the Govern-
ment of India’s declared in-
dustrial and agrarian policles

.and the rapacious US. ex-

ploitation -of Asia’s wealth.
At the very same time as
these talks were going on the
Government of India had to
turn down the US. oil mono-
poly Esso’s plan to grab our
resources in the name of joint

" exploration, refining and so

on. It is, perhaps, more than
a coincldence that Esso and
Lyndon Johnson both hail
from Texas. .
Here again it is of the
atmeost importante that the
Government of India imme-

" no intention whatsoever of
. participating in the confer-
- ence of Johnson’s® dream;

The Government must make
it clear once and for all that

. it has no intention: of fall-

ing a prey to blandishmeénts,
even when these are accom-

panied with talk of billion

--dollar atd.
The Government must real-

ise that with the U.S. it is loud _

and clear talk that pays and

not equivocal subtleties.

(May 30)
- NEW AGE
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_ Flli, FAR FROM ‘should not be taken as a

, THE PEOPLE

HE proceedings of the
AICC sesslon hardly stir
¢ the overwhelming majority
.% 0of our people any longer,
essages galore from the
;. Congress leaders do not ins--
k Dire confidence in the peo-
"X Dle, they are empty words
which fall on deaf ears.

The . gap between the
g of the Congress
the rank and

‘Plans for Southeast Asia’s:
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.same. It is said it muster-

k file {itself is
¢ instance i3 provided by
r current AICC session’s dis-
X cussion on the report of the
National. Integration -Com-
mittee. . . -

‘votes. Some MPs and 100

f the Congress
was given by
rrer Congress President .
- Dhepar. Here is what -
es of India reported on

P

-and 50 PSP and 50. Com-

falia Sl 0 2o £ 1 20 200 2 20 2 4

“Presenting the report of
he . National Integration
mmittee to the AICC Mr.,
hebar “justified the ali-
k. ance of the Congress with
lim League in Kerala,
Peculiar polarisa-
mmunist and non-

4 developed in Kerala and
Congress had to iden-
itself with the latter”

‘honey, nor. men were lack-

Ly

xR

% Bengal) accused the Cen-
tral lefadeﬁshlp ’ﬁf thg Cont-
or its ‘policy of drift’
tackling the problem of -
. isolated from the peopilf,
"its

X

es’ and - commun;
: ee saild that

Yy communal organisations to
4 retacilx: political power and

3 forces -would be suicidal
Copg‘rﬁzs and the

¢ the Congress alllance with
the .Muslim League

¢ Keérala to oust the Co

and with. Gana-

v .to retain political power
¢ in . th t;;) (Times of
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And this was not the

other members also who
v criticised this aspect of the
Even on the ques-
f the- Muslim con-
vention Mr. Dhebar “avoid- )
ed ‘any reference” but the -
rank-and-file criticised it.
How close are the Con-
gress leaders to their own
!not to speak of the

.request of the Chief Minis-

POST-MORTEM

A 8 a result of its ever-
growing isolation from
the people, the Congress is
oday faced with a serles

are: naturally getting per-
turbed over it. The heart-
searching that has started
among Congressmen has
provided some: interesting

Aiuidqduuqquqquuquuqququ:qqqu
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diately declare that it has.

The People is an old
Congressite weekly from
Lucknow. Its links are with
Mohanlal Gautan’s group
>, Writing under the
adline “Sultanpur Rout”,

Y33 %3 3 3 3 3 3 % e e o 5
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* by Congressmen in high
Pplaces. LT

_“For the first time dur-
ing the last 14 years, the
Congress is facing a most
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matter of cent per cent
guarantee that a son or
daughter. of any first rate
national  leader would
reach-the top of the par-
liamentarism ladder on
the fame of his or . .her
e, e

"prove y
Sultanpur by-election

‘Naturally. 1t was. g
Prestige election for the
Congress and it staked
everything - to win the

'Ht'k%k'k**********i*%**‘k*f***i

®
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ed an army of 2,500 elec-
tion workers, a fleet of 80
jeeps- to contact 130,018

1 , besides every-day
visits of Ministers from
State and Central capltals,.
also worked round - the
clock....” :

Againéb this - “Commu-
nists had a fleet of 8 jeeps

munists worked to secure
historic vietory for Sahg .

ch;romtht{je tgb&v’g 1t is
ear a e Congress
candidate had all thegrad-
vantages  of belonginf to
the ruling party. Neither

for his campaign. Still
he has lost, UPCC. Presi-
dent A. P, 'Jain has ap-
pointed a committee to
find out the causes of the
defeat. . : :

I wonder what causes
the committee will attri-
bute to it. But one
certain and clear, like the
writing on-the wall—that
the Congress is getting

3R RRA AR RK K

for it. has forgotten
own pledgps to the people.
And that is one canse that
all the enquiries appointed
by . the Congress often
forget to record. -

‘WHO WILL BELL

.~ THE CAT?
&« S OME Punjab Minis-
ters ' deserve to be
blacklisted,” that is the un-
official and personal ver-
dict of the Chairman of

the non-official Vigilance
Committee, ‘Sri Ram Shar-

B T e

Yok

Last year Punjab Chief-
Minister Pratap Singh Kai-
ron  had appointed the
non-official Vigilance Com-
mittee under 8ri Ram
Sharma’s chairmanship.
He resigned the chairman-
ship on April’ 12 but had
agreed to continue at the

ter till the exp of the
committee’s termir.y .

On May 23, Sharma told
newsman the reasons that
led - to the non-extension
of the ‘committee’s . one-
year term by the-Govern-
ment. He said that “Con-
gress . President- ‘Sanjiva
Reddy never relished the
vigilanice body. Rather he
was firmly opposed to it.”

The disclosure by him of -
“the prima facle case
which the committee had .
found against one Minis-
ter” has. spotlighted once
again the need for a
thorough probe into allega-
tions of misuse of " power

RN IR AR IRRK

But which Congressman
In high place can order
such a probe against
another: Congressman in

high place? . )
- —AGRADOOT
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. i . proved so tragic for the

i . Relgian
.. Colonialism . .

- '.’THE relations between Bel--

-‘R giuym and the Congo do

e - not conform -to the classical

T _patterns, Belgian colonialism

S . has its own features. For one

. ‘thing, it appeared on the in-

~ ternational. arena - later than

French and British - colonia-

.- -lism, at & time when Belgian

-*"capitalism had already reach-

" ed its monppoly stage. . Be-

-.. -cause of this, only a very

.. ™ .+ -gmall number of the big in-

“t- . ... dustrial and financial con-

=% . cerms.took part in exploiting

. the African colonies.. For ex-

- gmple, the ~Soclete’ Generale

" de Belgigue controls and.runs

'three-quartérs of all the Bel-

. gian enterprises in: the Congo,

. -inéluding the Union Minlere
du Katanga. o,

.~ *" Further, for décades most
".of the profits extracted from

* . 'the Congo have not been ex-
ported to the home couniry.
Instead they have been either

- ‘reinvested on the spot, or ex--
“ported to. other countries;

Canads, -for instance. This

o © " diminishes the direct effect of

colonial profits on the econo-

. mic sttuation-in the metro-

opolis - o

.. In contrast to- other coun-

- tries, Belgian colonial stock Is

- concentrated in the hands of

'@ few big financial groups.

" Because of this’ the colonial:

disintegration, while dealing

- .. @ blow at-the financial omni-

- potence ‘of the- monopolies,
" has not affected ' the
- stockholder so much.

“ “<.-. * The destiny of all Africa is closely tied up with
1 . - that of the former Belgian Congo, where t!ne tidal
© - "7 “wave of nationalliberation struggle sweeping the
o -. continent has encountered formidable barriers rais-
"ed by the colonialists. The crucial ‘thing here is not -
" only the importance imperialist Belgium attaches
to preservation of its colonial rule; the entire future
S of ‘neo-colonialism in ‘Africa; of ‘which the United
R " States is the principal proponent, is at stake. The
©" ¢ - ‘reasons for the whirdwind of events which have

© Jterwoven.”
e Ay -

‘Another feature of the colo-.
nial exploitation-in the.Congo
-was the extensive.. participa-
tion of the Government in

. - the various ~sectors’ of the

:economy. Mixed- .companies:
doniinated- public. works and

" %ransport, and exercised -a
. "Jarge: measure of control over

the granting of concessions

. to private firms. Examples of

this were the special commit~

~. tees -fér Katanga, Kiyn ‘and

Kasal, where Government and
monopoly” interests -were in-

Effect In.
Belgium .

The tonopoiies - enteréd”

- into. partnership : with the
.. Government -in those sphe-
. res where initial

of -the risk, and the. losses,
" if these were -incurred, was
borne by the State, in other

.words, the pa;pgyer;' T

.. These features throw light
n ' the significance

outlays -
were heavy and immediate
"":. returns - uncertain ‘or’ in- .

sufficient. In this way most, -

of -the-
" Congo problem for Be_lgium, It

Congo are both of an in-

- ternal and an external order.. Hence, the interna-

. 'tional significance of the Congo’s struggle for in-
7. dependence and its lessons for the national-libera-
' . tion movement generally. - R

wo{ﬂd_ be. ilard, if not impossi~
ble, to secure the support of
public’ opinion for armed Iin-

. tervention. The working peo-

“ple do not feel that their in-
terests suffer in-any way from
Congolese’ independence. In
their view the struggle to per-
petuate colonial rule is solely
the concern of the trusts,
against which they themsel-
‘ves are fighting at home. The

. colonial element has no great
;influencé on the public opi-

nion, ‘which explaings the
weakness, if not the complete

“absence, of an ultra-colonia-

list movement. Indeed, active
colonialism of the chauvinist
‘type: is all but non-existent”
-among the people.

The popular sentiment was
refiected in the recent parlia-
mentary elections, when the.
partles backing the colonial
interests:(Social Christian and
Liberal). were defeated, while
those opposed to colonialismr,
and above all the Communist
‘Party, registered substantial
galns. :

This, ‘however, does mnot
mean f\‘,hat there is a strong
anti-colonialist sentiment or a
mass movement supporting
genuine independence for the
Congo. The monopoly pressure
on the-Government, on Par-
liament and the Press, as well
as the hue and cry about the
alleged peril In which Euro-
-peans have been placed in
the -Congo, have caused many
Belglans to regard.the Con-
golese independence move-
ment with susplclon and dis-
trust.

‘The attitude of the Socialist
Party, which took up the
Conggd issue only to embarrass
the -Government{ while being
-strongly -opposed: to Lumumr-
ba, has but added to the con-
fusion.”

Heavy
Blow

But for all that there is no
hostility to_the Congolese

liberation struggle among -the
people- generally,

The monopolies are an-
other matter. For them the

collapse of colonialism is a-

. heavy blow. One of their
main-sources of profits is
slipping out of their hands
—a source that made them
eqaal’ partners, or success-

The loss of the Congo would
for all practical purposes
" deprive the Belgian compa-
nies- of the possibility of

using the Government as an -

ally to further their own
colonial interests, as a sup-
plier.of capital for major
outlays and as. a partner
ready to foot the bill should

able. The advantages of co-
operation between the Gov-

ernment and the private

companies would be lost.
This is another :reason for
the aggressiveness of Bel-
gian colonialism .and its res
gistance to geénuine. inde-
pendence for the Congo. -

Junier -
Pariner

The collapse of her colonial |

power has greatly -weakened
Belgium’s position . in - the

world ‘arena. Since the second |
"half of the nineteenth cen~

tury her influence in the capi-
talist world has been dispro-
portionately great thanks to
her colonial empire. " The
wealth of the Congn enabled
the Belgian capitalists to
‘compete successfully with the
strongér imperialist Powers.\

And since the Second World
War the Congo’s uranium,
cobalt, copper and rare me-
tals have occupied an import--
ant ‘place on the . capitalist
world market, bringing mil-
lions in profits to the Societe
Generale -stockholders. - For
years it was the Congo that

gave the Belgian -capitalists

their privileged position.
Small wonder, then, that they
should cling to it so tenacious--
ly. The loss of the' riches of
the Congo automatically re-
duces Belgium to a second-
rate Power. o N

The Belgian monopolies’ are
not willing to dccept this, all
the more so since they are not
prepared for such a change
in status. Accustomed to ‘the
flow of easy money, and satis-
fied with seeing their produc-

a venture prove unprofit:

tional-Hberation )
the illusion that the colonia-
lists would opt for an honour-

be remembered that one of
the aims of the Common
Market is.to preserve the
economiec, financial’ and

military control of the West. -

over the former French
. colonies, Sahara and the
former Belgian Congo. * -

But now the  situation is
changing. At best Belgian

. capitalism can look forward
to-playing second fiddle in the -

neo-colonialist exploitation (it
this should prove possible) .of
the Congo by other Western
Powers, including the Com-
mon Market countries.

This helps to explaln the
desperation with which the
Belgian colonialists are trying
to retain their grip, if not on
the whole of the Congo, then
at least on its part, Katanga.

»

When the Congo first gain-

ed independence, the people-

there thought that Belgium

-would render the newly-born

country the ald and support it
needed. -

This was bécause Belgian
imperialism, when faced with
a mounting strugele for inde-
pendence, -sought a neo-colo-

nialigt solution to the pro--

blem. The use of crude force

was disédntinued and a readi-

ness to negotiate evinced.
This .engendered among the

leaders of the Congolese na-
movement

gable compromise. ~Appropria-
tely-timed statements by the

King and the Government,

and especlally the convocation

of the round-table conference
in reinforced
these hopes. As a matter of
fact, they seemed about to be

in January 1960,

realised when the Belgian
Government- agreed to fix

0ld Policy,

‘glans carried out a parallel

- to.the whole of . the Congo,

-this in vlew, the Union Minie-

. basic sectors of the -Belgian

ful competitors—of the mo-
-nopolies of other countries.:

tion facilitles opetating to
capacity, they gave. little
thought to the future, .

June 30, 1960, as the date for
the proclamation of the Con-
.’ go's independence, and to
- guarantee democratic parlia-
. Nothing was done to pre-
pare for reconversion of the formation of a Government
econamy to meet the new cir- Jlese.
cumstances.  Modernisation of Lo Co
,plant was neglected, and only . : .. :
the qld industries, such as en- Flayrant
gineering and iron and steel, j ¥ .
in which fortunes were made df8erference
in the course of previous.de- -
cades, were developed. . ‘The
monopolies were ‘not ready to.
go over-to speclalised produc-
tion requiring skilled. labour
or to establish new industries
{chemical and plastics) using
local raw materials. Because
of this the  Belgian ' firms
found thelr more - powerful
French and West - German
neighbours holding the ad-
vantage over them in the
Common Market:

. But this was merely out-
ward show. ‘Actually, the Bel-
gians were as determined as
ever to retain their-hold on

finance. The drafts of the
agreements on Belgian “ald”
to the newly-emerging State
were so,obviously imperialist
in spirit that even the inexpe-.
rienced Congolese leaders saw

economic round-table ' con-
ference came to nothing. The
conference- and- its outcome
greatly influenced the position
of Lumumba, who realised
that Belgian neo-colonialism

. So long as she was in.pos-
session of the Congo, Bel-
gium could comfort herself
with the hope ~ that she
" could make up for this by
capitalising on the desire of
her Common Market part- -
ners to share in the plunder
of Congolese wealth. It will

country than - the “classical”
colonialism, and that there
was no alternative: but to
fight it. . :

B

mentary elections: and the .

consisting wholly of Congo-

the  Congo’s economy and-

through them at once.. The .

was np less a threat to his

Failure impelled the colo-
nialists to resort"to. more -
flagrant interference, They

* tried to bribe some. of the
Congolese leadérs and open-
1y supported political groups
of their stooges in order to
win the elections. But here,
too, they miscalculated. The
elections gave the patriotic
elements the ‘majority in
Parliament, L

New Resulis
An attempt to instal a pup-

-pet Government also failed..
‘Having' enlisted = the support

of Kasavubu, one of the most
influential nationallst leaders,
the Belglans did their best to
instal the Kasavubu man Ieo
as head of the Government.
But Lumumba’s prestige was
so great, and so strong was
the support for him among
the patriotic forces, that the
Belgians had to agree to the
post going to him. Lumumba,
however, had to. pay for this
victory by agreeing to Kasa-
vubu as head ‘of State. The

_set-up seemed the’ right one
under the circumstances, but
it contained the seed of the
subsequent ° traged_y which

plunged the - country” into|*
chaos ‘and led to Lumumba’s
murder.- . - :

At the same-time the Bel-

operation deslgned to secure,
in case they could not hold on

thelr doimination over its rich-
est province—Katanga, Kasal
and part.of Bakongo. ~With

re bribed a group of Congolese;
leaders at whose. head they;
placed Tshombe and .Munon-‘

. go, both leaders of the Cona-

kat Party. Lavish subsidies
enabled Tshombe to seize po-
wer in Katanga and announce
its secession. .

. “The Forminiere. -Company,

which owns diamond mines in
South Kasal, did likewise, It
bought Lumumba’s’ mortal
enemy Albert Kalonjl, and

-proclaimed him the head of

the Government of the so-

-called mining State.

Nor did th'e',Beigian -eolo-

‘niglists renounce force as a
" possible solution, of -the pro-

blem. Using as a pretext the
disturbances in the Congolese
army (engineered, incidental-

‘ly, by the Belglans~ themsel-

ves) they sent in troops, osten-
sibly to - protect . Europeans:
The real object was to esta-
blish a military dictatorship
and crush the patriotic par-.
ties. The- dictatorship in turn
was to pave the way for a
puppet Government prepared

. to sign any treaty or agree-

ment the colonialists wished..
It soon became: clear, how-
ever, that the Belgian politi-

clans had - underestimated
world public opinion ag well

as i_:he opposition of their own .

. °

~peoble »to. the pdllcy of inter-

vention; that they had fafled -

to discern the new African
solidarity and relied too much
on their imperialist partners
in NATO. 'The Western Po-
wers, headed by the United

States, opposed the Belgian

colonialists’ single-handed at-
tempt to subjugate the Congo
because  they = themselves
wanted to get "a fodthold

there. These factors led to the

question. coming up in the

. United Nations ‘and the doors
to the Congo being opened to -

the United Natlons forces.

In Leopoldville  the Belgian
colonialists above all sought
to split -the Lumumba. Gov-
ernment and to oust Lumum-
ba from the premiership. The
U..8. and the other colonialists
were in agreement with this.

They all regarded Lumumba

as a.common enemy, &S 8 man
who was frustrating their in-
trigues. ’

: o
- “A temporary united front -

of colonialists was formed
in the struggle against

Lumumba. To -gain their .

_ends the colonialists used

the leader of the Congolese

national-liberation move-

ment wias murdered by a
" ‘“collective- colonialism”.

But, we repeat, the unity of
the colonialists was only re-
lative. The moment the Bel-
gians tried to cash in on the
guccesses .scored in combating
Lumumba“and the national
movement and to arrange for

‘the wholesale return of Bel- ..
‘'glan “advisers”
cians, they found themselves

and techni-

up against the UN. command,
which acted in the. interests

of the United States and pav-

ed the way for the penetra-
tion of U. 8. monopolies. :
International
Emperialism

The . Belgian colonialists
thus found . themselves in a

blind alley. " All their efforts,

had failed to yleld the desir-

ed result—preservation .of.

their monopoly control over
the Congo. Moreover, they
had virtually isolated them-
selves from ' their influential
allies. . . . A

Belgium's senior partners in
the Atlantic bloc are hasten-
ing to. takeo her place in the
Congo, the wealth of which Is
coveted by the monopolies
who shape the policles of the
Western Government.
the principal role in this rush
to-reconquer - the Congo is
played . by the United States.

" The. U. S, imperialists,
playing for high stakes in .

the Congo, are going about
.the job. cautiously, in no
hurry to show their hand.
‘Donning the mask of bene-

And -
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- Antolne Kiwewa, head of the delega-
tion of the Congolese National Move-
° ment Party, addressing the Third All-

African People’s Conference in Cairo,

holds” up a photograph of Patrice

- Lumumba under arrest, demands trial

of Kasavubu, Tshombe, Mobutu and

" ‘other traitors and condemns U. S.
- and Belgian imperialists intervention

in the Congo,

B
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volence and generosity, the
‘new aspirers- fo. the Congo
‘are posing as zealous oppo-
nents of colonialism in
order to persnade the Con-
golese that U. S. policy
- differs fundamentally from
that of Belgium or such big
' colonial Powers as France
and Britain. The show.is
staged with the assistance
of .the UN. representatives
in the Congo, who are act-
ing as the tools of United
States policy. The aims the

U.S. imperialists are pursu- -

ing are.strategic as well as
political and economic.l -

. They have their eyes on the
Congo’s strategic raw mate-
rials (diamonds, cobalt, ura-
nfum, rare metals), materials

~ which they lack at home. The

Congo also looms large in the

plans of the Pentagon. Situa-
ted as it Is half-way between -

America and Asia, bases there
would be relatively less vul-
nerable. From ‘the standpoint
of military strategy, it occu-
ples a key position in Africa.

Last but not least, it is es-

«

can States. If it tried simply
to carry on from where the
old colonial Powets left off, it
would fail and spark off ano-
ther round of the liberation

struggle, this time against U.’

8. colonialism. i

Cautibizs .

- Taetics

sential from the standpoint of:

U. S. global -political strategy .

that the Congo should remain

within the sphere of imperia- *

list domination even after be-
coming independent. Its join-
ing the neutralist camp would
have a powerful impact on

the policy of most of the Afri- .

can countries and would be
fraught with exceedingly
grave political consequences

for the imperialist bloc head-
. ed by the USA. :

‘The Unlted States ‘is pro-

ceeding cautiously also be-
cause it cannot afford.to ig-
nore- the stand of the newly-

_independent -Asian and Afri-

Considerations - connected
with the Atlantic bloc likewise

prompt the USA not to be too .
precipitate in the Congo, The.

point . is that its rivals here
‘are also its allies in NATO.
And gince the Atlantic Pact is
the  principal instrument of

U.S. policy, ~ there can be no-

question of giving it up just
JDOW. . R .

-If it- were only a2 question
of the Belgians, who now have
.been relegated to one of the
last places among the United
States’ junior partners, there
would be-no need to stand on
ceremony. But France and
Western .Germany are a dif-
ferent .matter. The TUnited
States cannot risk any wor-
sening of relations with them.

“Not ‘only U.S. neo-colo-
nialism is out to supplant
Belgium .in  the Congo.
France and = Western Ger-
many are displaying a_.joint
interest in it--joint in the
sense “that, . judging by
everything, the French and
West German monopolies

nial policies.

‘France, at least in Black
Africa, I3 trying its hand at
neo-colonialism..- The West
German monopolies, eager to
share in the spoils, are lavish-

“trulsm and concerned

have coordinated their ¢olo-

1y contributing capital to the

.venture, At the same fime
they are anxious to avoid
making their political respon-
sibility ‘too obvious, for West-
ern Germany, like the United
States, prefers to pose as an
opponent - of colonialism, a
“third party” motivated by al-
only
with the welfare of the un-
derdeveloped countries.

Af first the West German
colonialists were most active
in Bakongo, in the western
part of the Congo. This area
has many dttractions. First
of all-it borders on the former
French Congo, and its popu-

lation has much in common-

with that of the latter. There

.are close bonds of kinship be-

tween the tribes on both sides
of the frontier, not to speak
of common traditions that

.can be traced back to the time

of the Bakongo State.

Bakongo, rich in resources,
is notable also for its compa-
ratively developed agriculture.
Hére, too, is the - Inga, the
narrow part of the Congo
‘River, an ldeal-site for a big
hydro-electric plant. Prepara=

-tory work for the construction
‘of a power station is. in Tull
“swing, and major interna-

tional capitalist = trusts have
been vying for the contract to
build the dam. In the vicinity
of the power site are rich de-
posits of bauxite where an
aluminitim industry can be

-started.

Even before. the proclama-
tion of the .Congo’s indepen-
dence, Franco-German bank-

ers displayed a sympathetic

interest in Kasavubu, the lea-
der of the Abako Party, who
already then evinced separa-

tist tendencles and was very

much under the influence of . _;,' -
Abbot Fulbert Yoiuilou, at pré-

sent head of the former
French Congo and stooge of
the French colonialists. ’

French

Afm'ea

France’s main aim is to

preserve her economic and -

financial domrination in for-*
mer French Africa. ' Nor are

the French averse to linking' -

the Congo with the Common

Market and thereby = keeping

it ‘within the = Atlantic bloe
orbit. Such a political line na-
turally, presupposes opposi--
tion to the establishment of
a genuinely national Congo-

lese Government - that would ~

resist neo-colonialist penetra-
tion. This explains the hostl-

lity of the French Govern- )

ment and its representatives
in the United Natlons first to
Lumumba and now to Antol-
ne Gizenga. R

, There is.another feature of
French policy: since she is not.
uninterested in getting a slice
of the Congolese ple; France:
is unwilling to associate her- .
self with some of the Belgian
gambles and risk being dis<
credited together with them.

For instance, she has not offi--

cially recognised the secession
of Katanga or the “mining

State” of Kasal. At the-same -

time, however, she has given

enough support- to the Bel

glans to be able to demand,
in the event of success, a
share of. the profits. L

"On the other hand, France -
Is extremely interested in sup~ -

* SEE OVERLEAF




° . .which she
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' ‘pressinig or at any rate in re-
tarding the national-libera-

. tion movement In Africa. She~
knows that.the genuine libe-
- ration of the Congo would-al-

ot

most automatically bring with
- it the collapse -of the entire
system’ of = neo-colonialism
he - has gotie - to s
. much trouble to ’build in.a
number of ‘her former  colo-

omles. L.
.. West. German
-Anterest ;

- - Lastly, it should be notéd
- that. 'Western " Germany,
- €éven though fairly - closely.

. associated” with French po- |

licy in the Congo, has reser-
ved for itself considerable
- freedom of action.'In order
* 1o play safe, some major
‘West 'German . financial
" groups_ are inclinéd to make
.. overtures_fo the. Congolese

- mationalist-elements.as well. -
they

‘As a matter of fact,
-even- tried to establish, con-
- tact with the. followers of
Lumumba. The Bonn politi--

" . cians-are closely " following

. -developments. in . Stanley-
. ville and are prepared. to
- seek agreement _even with
the_ -Gizenga.- Government
should this. be possible and,-
what is ‘most important,

= .. should it be profitable, .

¢ . Britain’s rolé in -the Congo
“ " 4is much-’ more. modest ; than

" “that of the “other  _colonial

- Powers. It"can broadly be -des—
cribed as - following in the

- wake of ‘the .U. 8, policy. No

Belgian Government
" afew secular schools.
* The missionaries faithfully
'served the colonfalists, Their
educational work was confin-
ed almost entirely to teeching

‘opened

People to read and write; only’

in rare cases were Congolese
given elementary vocational
training.  The Church, which
thus . deliberately kept the
Deople in. darkness, Dpears a
good share of the responsibi-
‘lity for the low cultural level

: - . of the population.

= Until recent years the ideas
-and interests of the mission-
‘arles and the secular agents
of colonialism coincided; 'But
already before 1959 some
churchmen with direct' con-
"nection with the Vatican drew
attention to -the changed

situation and foresavw the ine-.

vitable. rise - of the African
lberation - movement. : They
anticipated its scale and cha-
racter, and.realised that un-
‘less.they adapted ", themselves
In time to the new situation
and found a place for them-
-selves in’ the incipient move-
ment they . would be swept
away together with colonia-
lism. L .

¥or this reason, the more
“far-sighted churchmen tock
‘steps to save the situation.

- The Church was. the first to

Tevise the old attitude. It
‘founded a university . in the
Congo open to Negro students,

and announced it would cur- -

tail its secular activities and
devote itself mainly to charity

and spreading’the gospel, It

-.doubt there are British mono- -

polies that have hatfched or

-are hatching schemes of their . X

- own fer Katanga, because the -

British -imperialists- have long -

- cherished the idea of bring- -
- Ing.the mineral resources of
Tanganyika - and -
Katanga under their -undivi- -

_Rhodesia,
Aded control. However, the pre-

- sent atfitude in London sug-

.

. gests that it .does not intend -
" to press- the matter with any

-particular vigour, - .-

... The plans_to include ..the-

-Congo in 'the Common Market

-+ find lttle support in Britain.

8till, the British colonialists
are definitely for -suppressing

-4ny truly national .movemen? -

in the Congo since the suceess -
of such-"a movement would
have repercussions through- "

-out East ‘Africa, .where the

British are finding it increas-
ingly difficult - to maintain -

-~ their dominstion. This makes -

the British' colonialists, too,

L ::lemigs_ of the Congolese pa- |

.1 : knowledge.

A
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* ther. power ‘that plays.quite a

. Interest in

ots

The .‘B;laick if

- Shadow

- oo .
* Besides .the .big imperialist .

-countries, .. there .is yet. ano-

blg role in the Congo. -That

power is the -Vatican, -whose
st in Africa is- common

: The Congo is one of those
-African  territories where
Catholic missionaries have
been most active, Under an
agreement concluded . with

the. Vatican, -Leopold Iy °
granted each new. Catholic

- Inission a tract of the hest

land. ! 1

- the Congo became a puwer-

" ful force,’x big Iandowner.

. and a.partner in the colo-
- mial exploitation, As in most

Places, the Catholic Church -
-“developed “into a capitalist
concern with its own mate-
rial interests in the Congo.
Moreover, .the Church. mo-

_‘mopolised education. And thig’

-Imonopoly . remained *. unchal-,
“lenged until 1955 . when ‘the

: ®

Thus' the .Church, in

also began fo train-more Af-
rican” priests ‘and allowed
them to enter the higher hie-
rarchy. A number of African -
bishops were appointed,

New. Policg Of
The Church

-At_the same ‘time- some

‘churchmen supported the in-

dependence 'movement. They

were the first to do what.the -
Belgians- could no longer

evade doing. some - months

later. o R
- Having . recognised the
Congo's right to independen-
ce, the Church set about ad-
vancing .the Africans under
its influence to leading posts;
today it is reaping. the - fruits
of these efforts. -

.- Kasavubu, for instance, was

once a novitiate preparing for
priesthood and has remained
closely connected with the
Church., . - -

Tleo, whomr Kasavubu and
the imperialists have made
the head of the puppet Gov-

sernment In Leopoldville, is

also a protege of the mission-
arles. So0.is Albert' Kalonjl, the

‘head of the Kasai “State”. As

early as 1059  the misslonaries
exploited ." Kaloniji’s inflated
vanity: to .split the Congolese
libération movement and de-
feat Lumumba; : whose firm
Datriotic - - convictions ‘they
feared. .

These are only. three exam-
Ples of the many that could
be cited.” = . -

* ' The aim of the Church,

which, with its skill at

‘adapting itself -to the cir-
tances, is turning a
fai’tvhfnl’servitoi' of the old

colonialism into an instra-
" -ment of neo-colonialism is

to keep the Congolese within

the bounds of the latter.

- - =
Neo-Colonialists
In Cassocks
. In view of the situation in
~the Congo the activities of the
Catholic missionaries “are a
grave danger, The Church,
which has kept its cadres in-
tact, is perhaps the only or-
ganised force in the country.
The clergy, ordered - by the
Vatican to remain at their
posts, did so, with rare ex-
ceptions. The priests have
stayed with their parishes and
are continuing to teach at the
mission schools; they visit
their = parishioners, publish
local newspapers and bulletins
and generally maintain close
contact with the population
which is very Inuch under
their influence. :

It should be borne in mind
that the population of-the
Congo Is hardly in a position
to resist the propaganda of
the Vatican agents. “The
priests appeal primarily “to
emotion, capitalising on the
generally low cultural level.
For instance, in order to whip
up' anti-Communist, hysteria,
they whisper that Commu-
nism means nationalisation -of
women, robbing parents. of
their children, abolishing all
forms of property, and so on..
The favourite . method is to
depict .Communism as a sort

of hell and the Communists
as the devil’s disciples. How-
ever ludicrous this may seem,
in the Congo with "its back-
ward, illiterate masses the
effectiveness of this kind of -
propaganda should not be
underestimated. -
It would be wrong to
think, however, that the .
Church and its agents have.
an absolutely free hand in
the Congo and can direct
developments at will. The
national-liberation
ment has seriously under-
mined its prestige and in-
fluence. :

The Church
Unmasked

The policy of adaptation, of

adjuring the old colonialism -

and of making a pretence of
joining the liberation move- .
ment, came far too late and
was not acceptable to all the
missionaries. Many priests .
allied themselves openly with
colonialism and gave their
blessing to its crimes, More-
over, the secular activities of
the missions ' "were only too
apparent. The huge estates
and plantations, and the
small- and medium-sized in-
dustrial enterprises which the
Church ran according to the -

laws of capitalist and colonlal -

economy, tended to identify

it with secular colonialism in -

the eyes of many Congolese.
NEW AGE

tr

-j’H;oriz‘ons '

move- -

For the working - people the
* capitalist exploiter in no way
differed from the priest; and
they fought equally * against

. both. Many' Africans quite

correctly .associate the fillite-
racy of thelr people and their

exclusion from higher educa--.

. tion with the policy of the

Catholic clergy and their mo-
-nopoly .in the sphere of edu-
‘cation. T

- Opposition "to the Catholic

Church among the Congolese

is also engendered by its in-.

tolerance- of the local religious
trénds and the appearance of
numerous sects. Msany years
ago Simon Kibangu,. -founder
of one of the most widespread
sects, whom the people of Ba-
kongo and other western dis-
tricts. venerate virtually as a
prophet,
which, while derlving much
from Christianity, was based
on the local religious tradi-
- tions. For the Congolese . this
creed—Kibangism — assumed
the significance of: a national
Teligion. ) Lo
The Catholic Church natu-
rally waged a desperate stru-
ggle against Kibangism. The
priests had no difficulty in
convincing the colonial admi-
nistration that the new reli-
gion' was a danger to colonial
rule  and, therefore, should be
suppressed. Simon Kibangu
was arrested and sent to pri-
son, where 'he - died -thirty

years latef. But Kibangism
“could not be stamped out.
Though its . influence i3 no

Jlonger so widespread, the Con- . -

golese revere the miemory of
its founder "and . have little
_doubt as fo the-'role the Ca-
-tholic Church played..in his

- imprisonmerit' and death.

. If we have examined in de-
tail the.role of the Church

this even a genuinél'y nation- .
al Congolese Government can

hardly do within the foresee-
able future. Neo-colonialism
has strobg Internal allies also
in the manageridl . personnel

-of the large industrial, mer-. - -
cantile and financial wunder-. =

takings.: These allies. include
.also the missionaries, - whose

_influence and. role has- been

established a creed -

e

and its link-up with neo-colg- -

nialism, we havé done so be-
cause there is a tendency to
underestimate this role which
may have a major influence-
on the.future .of the Congo, .
To solve the religious issue re-

quires both fAexibility and re- .
solution. ) -

Congo

| if we ap-°
_Proach the gyuestion histo-
‘rically, 3

.cluded .that ' in the imme-
diate future there may be
temporary setbacks .in

. straggle for genuine inde- ~Powers' cannot
. -for. temporary agreements, all

. Dendence,
- ‘At the moment it is hard to
say which way things will

‘take. Hence, instead of draw-

ing conclusions, it will be use-
ful to analyse both the strong

‘points and the weakness of

the Congolese liberation mo-

-vement and its enemies,

The penetration of neo-

> rival imperialist

discussed above. . .
The weak point of these re-

serves is that they are Euro- -

peans—r, to be ‘more precise,

non-Africans — which _gives-

‘rise to distrust on the part of

the Congolese. Hence the neo-

colonialists ' are anxious to
have' at least a few local peo-
ple as partners who could act

as a screen for them and to .

whom they could, should the

need arise, allot small shares -

‘of the profits,

No Local -

Bourgeoisie -

Neo-colonialist - penetration -

presupposes the existence of a
local bourgeoisie. But there is
no bourgeoisie in the. Congo,
nor can it be sald that it is in
the process of formation.
Maybe a local bourgeoisie
will spring up and éstablish
“itself? Hardly. The birth of
- @ class," a long and gradual
* process,

favourable.
" there is practically no soit-
from which a native bour-
geoisie could spring. The
Congolese are denied access

to trade,. which is in the .

hands of either the Belgian
*- companies or ‘Portuguese,
_Greek, Italian, Lebanese and
‘Syrian merchants. The

emergence. of a Congolese

bourgeoisie was. prevented
or at least retarded by Bel-

. giar® colonial policy, ‘Today -

this policy. has boomeran- -
ged. - ;

It has been sald above that

neo-colonialism -

been
broughtg to the

Congo by the
) groups, each
of which has its own’particu-
lar ends. Hence, it ig more

than doubtful that the impe-

- rialists will be able to create g
- united. bloc capable of pursu-
ing a clear-cut

People - will of neo-colonialist policy?. One

should be cautious in replying

to this question. It would be .

separate issues.’

foolish to jump to the con--
the clusion that. the imperialist
find grounds -

International
Suppoirt .
colonialism into’ the Congo i The suceesg of the Coxigo;
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.- Joudspeakers,

o ‘.l;!esvighat'i'on
: _.l.etter

is' possible only -
when the “conditions are .
In the Congo .

3

F N

‘I'HE fight .for“the con-:
: INTUC-

~‘trol- of " an-
affiliated union has led to
. imposition: of ' prohibitory

... ordérs under Section. 144

" banning . public ‘meetings,
-shouting of slogans, use of
' processions
and carrying of weapons.

- " The union concerned is the
‘Tata Workers’ Union (TWU)

in Jamshedpur, the contes- -
.~ tants for

control—Michael
“uJohn, President of the INTUC

and of the TWU, and his erst<

while deputy B. L. Verma.
7 -So’ ‘because two INTUE

_-leaders are fighting, the -

‘whole town of Jamshedpur
- has to" suffer all sorts of
prohibifory orders

. month from May 22, .

The - differences - between
John and Verma - came to a
head when® in .March last
Verma sent in his  letter re-
signing” from the Deputy
Presidentship of the TWU,
ziving 'as one of his reasons
that he intended to ook for-
ward for a’changed mode of

unionism was not mentally or
-‘temperamentally . suited - to
him. - \

John. seized the opportunity
1o get rid of his critic. In his
Teply to Verma, he is stated
to "have said that - “trade
‘unionism should not become g

aspirants  for a comfortable
mode of living” and if Verma
‘ 80 wished, “his letter of re-
signation stood accepted.”

Verma was caught- unpre-
pared by this manceuvre and

Vv

‘wrongful.

President of,

strike. The

in respect of the strike.

conduot, - the

also promote it.

-

for a

life and that wholetime trade

Jumping ground for probable.

 DISMISSAL

N his judgment delivered

-last week in a Title Suit
against the Tata Iron &
- Steel. Company Lid., the
Additional Munsif has held
the -dismissal of Dr. B U:
‘Misra, a former Assistant
Medical Officer of the Com-
pany to be illegal and

The suit was. filed by Dr,
‘Misra, who .is also a Vice-
the - ATTUC-
affiliated Jamshedpur Maz-
--door Union, following his dis-
‘Inissal in June- 1958 from
TISCO's services on charges
“in connection with the 1958
company had
charged him with - acts of
. insubordination . and = activi-
tles subsersive_of discipline in
regard ‘to Press interviews
and hand-outs given to the
news Press by him between:
' May 20 and 25, 1958, challeng-
ing the company’s standpoint

Dealing elaborately- with
the alleged charges of :mis-
_ Additional

Munsif in his 4§-page judg-

ment - observed that Dr.
"Misra did not incite the
" workers to go on strike on

May 12, 1958, and he did not

The judgment said, “thus
find that some of the charges
levelled -against - Dr. - Misra

| JUNE 42061 -

sought intervention by State .
Congress - leaders - including- °

the Chief Minister. The poli-: .
tical .groupings - in the State
Congress had : their effect in
Jamshedpur also. While Chiet
Minister Binodanand Jha is a
supporter ‘of Michael John,

Krishng Ballabh -Sahay and
‘Mahesh - Prasad: Sinha. who

have come - together against .
the Chief Minister are back-
ing Verma. i

_ A meeting of the Execu-
tive Committee of the TWU -
‘was “held on April 29 with

" “'the question of Verma’s re-

signation - also  on - . the

".agenda, A week prior to the

date of the meeting both.
- the leaders "had begun
' mobilising  their -factions
“including *elements whose. .
only vocation was wielding

Iathis - and- indulging. ' in
.violence, - What was really

deplorable was-that workers
. were sought to be divided

on the basis of provincial-

ism: Bindustani-spt_:aking

people versus the.rest.

Corruption
Charges

3

" 'With this the situation, the
authorities also made elabo-

rate arrangements ' to meet .

any ' situation. Armed . and-
tear-gas police squads were
kept ready in trucks and high
police officials ‘were on duty -
near” the “K” Road Junction
in Bistapur where the TWU
office is situat_ed., . -

. What happened .at the

.meeting -can only be guessed

from the conflicting versions -
spread by the - rival leaders.

- John circulated the - report

that an overwhelming majo-
rity had voted for no-confid-
ence in Verma, wl_:ile Verma's -

were not actually acts o6t mis-
conduct 'so as fo make him

version was that’ the meet- .
ing was convened and held in
an irregular  marnner. -

Both the leaders have since
then taken their “differences”
to the workers through public ’
meetings. In one of the public -°
‘meetings held by Verma a no-
confidence motion- against
John was adopted.” . S

The resolution is a .verit-
-able charge-sheet—it was
alleged that Jobi ' had not
‘submitted accounts-.for the
lakhs of rupees collected
" for the Abdul Bari Memorial
Fund, the building fund of
the TWU, etc., that he had

his own name, that he had
refused to submit any ac-.
count for the thousands of
rupees’ received from ' the -
" Yron & Steel Section of the °
International  Confedera-
" tion of Free Trade Unions
to organise . the iron -and-
" steel federation in this
-country, that he was acting
“like a despot and a dictator,
ete. : b

At a meeting held on May -
21 by Verma,  four workers.
were nominated to go ‘to the
office of the TWU next even-

PI.OYEE

Mr. Choksi in a - statement
stated that the strike: inside

liable - to be punished and .the TISCO works from -May 15

some have not - been proved
against him. and I find also
that Dr. Misra did not commit
the acts of misconduct which
were levelled against him.”

What Is
Insubordination ?

* On .the point of insub-
ordination in connection with
Dr.. Misra's Press interviews
contradicting - the statement
of Mr. Choksi, a Director of

the Tisco; the - Additional

Munsif observed- that state- = -

ments made by Dr. Misra did
not - amount to Insubordina-
tion. ’ L .
“'The Munsif sald in .the
judgment that “the-relation-
ship of the superior and the
inferior does not = travel be-
yond the course of duty and
everywhere” )
Misra made the contradictory
statement not with a view to

gnd that ““Dr. -

onwards would incapacitate
the technical hands. of the
steel company - from restart-
ing ptoduction of steel for at
least four months. This state-
ment to the Press  was con-.
tradicted by Dr. U. Misra,
who, in a Press. interview,
stated that the experience of
1942 showed that the works.
cotlld be restarted within one
month. - -~ =

Extreme
Haste

" Another important point
on . which - the Additional
Munsif gave his findings
was on the enquiry which
the company held after the
‘charge-sheets were issued
..against Dr, Misra on May
28, 1958. Holding the entire
procedure of the enquiry as
improper and incorrect and
carried out in extreme

contradict .Mr, Choksi but to” .haste, the Munsif observed:

express his opinion in  the
matter .which ‘unfortunately
contradicted ' the statemeént
of Mr. Choksi” and also 'that
“the statement was made-in
the interest of the "general
people.” D

The - controversy- in  the
Press was. occasioned -when'

© “Notice of 48 hours to sub-
mit the reply to the charge-.
sheet was a very short one.
Why was such = short notize
given?  Where  was the
‘urgency ' and - why? ‘The
notice to submit" explanation
was:served on 28. 5, 1958. and
- Dr., Misra . was required  to
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‘Police Intervention With Sec. 144 & Armed Pickets

- company.

ing and take charge of It

from John. .-

Apprehending -a  serious
breach of peace, orders under
Section 144 were - passed the
'same night prohibiting meet-
ings, etc., In the .city and on
Verma prohibiting him from
entering the wunlon - office,
Proceedings were also begun
under Section = 107 Cr. P.C.
against 20 persons  (ten .from
each of- t_l;_e; _rival groups)
directing = them,” to submit

-bonds to maintain . peace in" -

the city for one year.” ’ .

. Armed Police "
transferred  union . cars to -

Pickets

Following the prohibitory
orders, the entrance to the
“K" Road, lying on the main
throughfare- of Bistupur, is
‘heavily guarded by a detach-
ment of the Bihar Military
Police. Armed police squads
are guarding the union office
and the residence of Michael
John. - - )

" As a result of these activi-

ties of the rival leaders of the

TWU, the day-to-day work of

‘the union has been paralysed.
o L ]

suﬂmit hls explanat;ion by. . “From the-evidence &1 rex- o

30.-5. 1958 and the enquiry
was fixed for = the following

day. .

“I find that extreme
urgency had been shown in
the matter. Is it that Dr.

Misra' was spreading some in-
fectious disease? . Was it not
meant to disable Dr. Misra
from producing evidences and
defending - himself properly?

The company could not have - -

suffered in any way had some
more time been given to him
to defend himself properly.” -

Company’s
Motives

Making a severe stricture on
the company for its apparent
motives to dismiss Dr. Misra,
the Munsif observed: “I can-
not refrain from mentioning
here that the acts of the de-.
fendant. company was not
bona fide in the matter. The
defendant company did not
like that Dr. Misra should
have any relation with the
Jamshedpur Mazdoor Union,
The evidence on record also
discloses: that the Utkal Asso-
ciation was an eyesore to the

“The - Presidenit . of that
Association was .Dr. Misra. It
appears that the Association
used to allow political bodies
to hold their meetings on the
premdses of the Association.
The company wrote to Dr.
Misra to stop these meetings.
Dr. Misra did not comply with

this unreasonable demand of-

the company. .How could Dr.
Misra,; a servant, afford to re-
fuse the demand of ‘his mas-
ter? .

" Ali Amijad, General Secre- -

tary of the AITUC—affiliated .
Jamshedpur Mazdoor Union,

which led the heroic struggle =

of the workers- in the steel

‘city three years ago; referred-

to this - controversy in- the
TWU' while addressing a

" Martyrs’ Day meeting held to .
commemorate the . heroes -of .

the 1958 strike. .- (e
 Ali Amjad said [that the -
workers of Jamshedpur had
no illusion about the poli-
cies of the INTUC, but the
. JMU was interested .in .see-
ing that honest people, re-
‘presentatives of workers
who upheld their . interests,
. came up in the INTUC also’

so that the working class.

" was able to~ put up- united

- struggles: - _

The JMU, however, regret-
ted the fact that in the pre-
sent controversy . both sides -
were frying to rouse provin- .
cial feelings:
anybody else in the INTUC
carried on a consistent strug-
gle for a healthy  and united
trade union - movement, said
Ali Amjad, workers’ -sympa-
thies would be with -them.
Otherwise,

tics of the INTUC lea.de/rs. :

cord it also appears that an

election of the -local branch .

of the Indian Medical Asso-

clation was held in 1958-59, .

. Dr. Misra defeated Dr. Sharma

~who was a candidate of the
defendant No. 2 = (General
K. 8. Master).” .

Summing np the motive,
the Munsif said, in conclu-
sion, “So I find thaf every-
where the fury against Dr.-

. Misra was raging high. And -

it subsided with the dis--
missal of Dr. Misra, which: I
:ind’ to be illegal and wrong-
ul”, I

The case “evoked * wide
interest in the town ag it was ..

the first one against the
TISCO on the
missal in connection with the
one-day token strike of May
‘12, 1958, called by the Jam-
shedpur Mazdoor Union, in

which. a court of. law hag -~ .
given its clear verdict against
7. .

the company.

New -~ -

Possibilities -

In a statement.today, Dr.
U. Misra sald that the judg-
ment has opened up new
possibilitles for. the 360 dis-
“charged or dismissed. emplo-
yees of the TISCO, who.are
yet to be relnstated. Dr. Misra

‘also sald In his statement -

that he was contemplating a
~compensatory - suit  of ‘Rupees
one lakh against  the TISCO

for the illegal - and. wrongful
_manner jn which he was dis- . -

missed’ from’ the = services of -
‘the cbn}pany; R

[ %ed

If Verma or-.

they. were not .,
interested in the power poli- -

fssue of dis- -
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: making _the demandlng' of
. dowry penalisable. .
At the elevenith hour, - wo-
_ men Members of Parliamens
" met ‘the ‘Prime Minister with
. several other members of the
" Congress-Exetutive. We plead-:
‘ed that it was hardly expect-
-ed that after dowry had been

- paid and; the’ marriagé had -

- taken ‘place, anyone would go
“to ‘court, if they warnted the
daiighter’s safety. Further we.
' argued, that if giving dowry
was. 2 penal offence ~ why
- should the - attempt at the-
same crime not be made pe-

. nal? Wete not the haggling”

the highest bidder, the threat

to take away the bridegroom
trom the ‘marriage without
getting their derrands -~ ful-

filled the ‘most degrading hu-.

miliations the bride and her
parents were subj_ected_ to 80
often? . . .

Watering llown
Oi Provlsionl

Nevertheless, “the argument
of ent - “was again
pressed into setvice. We plea-
. ded that - all laws coild be-

" used for harassment by un-=

 scrupulous’ people. The. laws

:to- check ~blackmarket and :

cofruption ~were” also open' to

: such misuse; The law. taking
.. cognisance ' of ‘such human-

© weaknesses -had - provided
penal checks for vexatious law.
. Suits and mala fide cases. But
“"these arguments were not
fully acceptable to those who
wanted to avoid making. the.
demandlng of  dowry. penal.

.. ‘It was against this ' back- .
“ground that the Law Minis- ;

-ter  brought . forward . his
amendment, maklng the de-

/

mandmg of ‘dowry punishable - »

but with a proviso that “no

court shall take cognisance of -

any offence under this: section

except with -the previous san-:

ction of the State Government

-or of-such.officer as the State-

Government may by, general
or special order specify in this
behalf.” It was in short, tak-
ing away with the right hand
what -was given' by. the left.
As I 'stated in my speech-on
" the floor ‘of” the Parllament'
“Think- of .our country, think

of our villages, think of the
difficulties of Htigation. If you

think of “this amendment in’
that background, you might

-as.well have sought total de-
letion .of the clause for the
demand for dowry will never
be penalised ‘if;this amend-

ment is there”. Although the."

Prime Minister In his speech

_supported the need ‘to make

the'law benefit .to . weaker sec-
tions of our people—those who
live in villages,  the. lower
middle classes " in towns—he
argued that.this amendment
would be helpful for those
very sections. But though the
sentiments  were good, the
wording -of ‘the- proviso gave
.no ground for such bellef

To many of us, this pro--

viso is almost:akin to going
' through two . judicial trials
—one for getting the sanc-
.tion and .the other proving
the case itself. It will mean
delay, expense, not to speak
of discrimination according

. to the status and Bnancial
position of those secking the
-sanction of the officer con-
cerned. -. In fact by giving
the whip for votifig on tlns
clause. the :Congress -

Killed the heart of the Bill. POlitical strength, the leaders 4

.The main opposition parties
‘."voted’ for: the deletion of

- independence

- ‘of independent 'development, .

‘this proviso but were over-
whelmingly defeated by the
Congress whip. .

. For.the voting on- the. Ex-
planatlon' the vote was nar-
row one-—192 voting for the
deletion and 232 for its reten-.
tlon, Never before had there
been such close voting.:

The taking and .giving of -

dowry both directly - or indi-
rectly has however been made
pensalisable in the Blll in its’
ﬁnal form. ;

The Dowry Bill has at Iong

last been passed. Although its -
provisions have been watered

" down yet, thi demand for the
taking or_giving of dowry has -

for the first time ‘been made :
a crime in India. That is as it -
‘should be, in keeping with the

- -concepts ‘of the dignity en- .
“ dowed oOn:- women'-in . the

COnstltutlon of free. Indla

It is no doubt . true that E

legislation alone is no- remedy

for social evils: But to argue -
ldws are unnecessary Is equal-.
.1y untrue. The .very introduc- °

tion of a law ‘before Parlin-
ment ‘provides an opportunity
- to propagate among fhe pub-
. He the need for reform.

If from the platform of
- every political party, their
“members are exhorfed as
* the. Congress: of the Com-
. munist Party - did - recently
~in- . Vijayawada. ‘that

party. members. take g lead
in 'society : to fight ' against-
the evil: of taking and glv-

“all

- and'youth and ‘women's or-
~ganisations speak --and-act
. agaiunst: these barbarie ont-

-‘ean and will be implement-

‘jpnblie conscience, - -

“This law 1s,” as the Prime
Minister put it, “to give this
consclousness but a little push

forward.” In this background,” : -
. the passing of the Dowry Bill-

1s a logical ‘corollary - to the

serles of social reform mea- -
"sures recently passed to bring
-dignity to women in matters -
pertaining to marriage ‘and

succession as embodied in the
Hindu Code Bill. May it ushef

in a new era of social cons--

clousness in our- society

suppott for the na-
- the world proletariat, is a po-

werful factor’ with which the" the Congolese people, to spoil rity Party, who was born In
enemies of the Congo have to - relations with countries from Kwilu in Leopoldville Provin- -
reckon. This ‘solidarity found = which they ‘hope. to recéive ce, has been recognised . as

. Lumrumba’s successor and has .
Hence, their vacﬂlatlon and his-headquarters "in Stanley- -

expression in the reaction to -
the murder: ot Lumumba

Congo’s_
Sapperters

The people of the Congo
have on' their side the Socia~
list countries and most 'of the
- neutral States. Thanks to the:
existence -of the = Socialist
camp and its economic and

of the Congo natlonal-libera-
tion movement have been akle
to tackle the ‘main task facing:
their country—io.. consolldate
and ~ develop”
economy. The Socialist coun-
tries are an inexhaustible
source of effective aid -
support, for they consider it
their duty to help the oppres--
sed peoples who are seeking
to free themselves from- colo-
nial slavery.

The solidarity of the African’
countries, especially 058
pursuing a consistent policy

is another source of strength.’

“The struggle waged by the

Congo ‘is inseparably connec-
ted with the common. strug-

ceasing to be the
problem

@annm

eerewe Wﬂ@mry

rlma.rlly xlous to avold tmy conﬂlct ba are numerous.
tional-liberation movement by, ‘with those imperialist Powers that Antolne Gizenga,

The fact
the

that are the sworn enemies of leader of the African Solida-

economic gid. "

inconsistency and their sup- ville, Orientale Province, is

port for U. N.-measures ob- proof -‘of growing . national . .
: viously dictdted ~ by the im- . consciousness symbolised by -

perialists. It will be some time Lumumbism.

“ before the. majority of the

African States will be able to that the foundations of the - [
a - truly  independent Congo lbgration - movement - :
are too strong to be under- O H

take
-stand in the world arena.

Today we can safely. affirm

Ih the long run the destiny mined. .

of ‘the .Congolese liberation

all

But while “the potentla.l

movement depends on deve- strength of the. movement Is
lopments. within - the- country steadtly growing, its orgariisa-"
tself. That it is a mature and  tion lags far behind thie needs
growing movement is beyond ‘of the day. - In many places-
doubt. . The struggle that. Lumumbism,

-purely - ..emo-

has been going -on: for nearly tional;is marked by passivi
a’year has helped in this res- It is nelther: an’ lnsplratlontg)

pect" alignments have be- g . B

come. clearer - and -attitudes force.: ‘Therefore, the task con- - -

and ’ more definite, experience has’ -fronting: the leaders of the-
been ga.lned and personnel. liberation  movement

truggle nor an ‘organised

is to-

trained and tempered. Nationi- transform it relnvigorate iIt,
al "consclousness 1s erystallis- and ve i’t or| nlsatl
-ing slowly perhaps, but surely, form, 8t ga onal

Tribal strife has not yet been’

- overcome- and will - probably -

continue to ‘make -itself felt .
for some time, though it s~

Neo-eolonlallsm cannot win A

the “deeisive = victory In the -
Congo. It has no future. Vigo-

lngdowry.toglvewomanan.j
equal ‘right in the prop.erty' -
of the father”, it our na- -
tional leaders, edncaﬁonists :

moded and feudal customs,
-surely the -aim of -this law.

‘ed by the- very volltlon of.

~ From Page m_. -,"_

paramount

anumba s
Bole

Now a ever the hlstory of the Soviet. Umon. its saga of

achlevements exercises a fascination on all those who study. -

- i Behmﬂ all these changes, the growth and fulfilment of

1 the great October Socialist Revolution of 1917 and the emer-

- gence of Russia as the gFeatest power in the world, stands the
" Communist Party of the USSR, And the man whose ideas
shaped dnd’ moulded it'was Lenin. Thls account tells you
“of. the struggles. the forces and the counter-forces that
exerted themselves, before the glonous victory of Socialism.

l‘dak 319»

, _ muauc wit: _
: People’s Pnblishing House (P) Itd, M. M. Road.

RQ Po:ta:e' l.9'

e . New. Delhi. PPH. Bookstall, 190-B Khetwadl Maln
_Road, Bombay 4. National Book Agency (P) Ltd,

- 12 Bankim.Chatterii Street, Calentta 12, : “NCBH ~
Ltd., Na.llathambi Chetty St., Madras 2. :

-"need of : assistance.
" many of ‘them are entering’
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gle of the African peoples

= - against colonialism.

The independent countries
_of Africa are vitally inter-
ested in supporting - the
Congolese  patriots, -
should they be. defeated and
the Congo become a bastion
of imperialism in the heart
- of -the continent, the "~ na-
tional-liberation movement
“throughout Africa would be
con!ronbed with a: grave
-threat.

8o far, however, the ald’ to

‘ the Congo by the other Afri- .-

can countrles, has not been
decisive. In ‘the first place,
their material and nomic
resources are too’ ted. -
Nearly all of them are fight-
ing their own battle for inde-
pendent economic develon-
ment and are themselves in
Becond,

into compromise with the im-
perialist countrles and-under-

-taking ° commitments detri-
- mental to their sovereignty.
- For one thing, they are; an-

NEW AGE '

I.nmumba’s role in tlns

. respect was trémendous. He -
was the first to see, even be-
fore the proclamation of
_indeépendence, the need. for
-unity. Hence, the ‘course so
firmly pursued by ‘his party,

the Congo National Move-. | -

ment, 25 well as his own
fervent - dedication . to a.
united Congo. He became -
the _symbol of a Congo bat-
tling for genuiné lndepen
dence and complete - eradi-
cation:of colonialism; Pre-’
. servation -and defence of
-the Congo’s independence—:
- this is what Lumnmbism
signififes today.
- Even. ity ‘enemies = do not

.deny the vast scope of this’

movement. A sizable part of
the country - ‘has . rallied to
Lumumba. The -exceptions are
Bakongo, South' Kasal and
South - Katanga,  Le.,"
where the colonialists. ‘have -
been gble to find collahora«
tors. And even 'in-these dis~
tricts the tollowers of Lmhum- :

area

Tous action by the people, a
people united and assured- of .
- powerful international solida-
‘Tity—this is the force -

pmblem.
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) that -
; ‘can and wilt solve the Congo :

of the Federal Parby's satya-
graha _campaign,

' ﬁommuntat

Proposal

. 'The Communist Members
of Parliament proposed that’
the Bill should be suitably’
amended to permit Tamil to
be used as a language of re-
cord in the District Magis-
trates’ and rural courts in.
the north and east. Com-
munist Members actively
‘lobbied for support to the
Party’s proposais. Although

. there was considerable sup---
port both inside Govern-
. ment and the oppeosition for

a suitable’amendment along

these lines, -intransigent
" elements inside the Cabinet

atilised the Federal Party's
) ultimatom to prevent such
_ an amendment.

The" hartal of January 2,
1961, was a.partla]l success.
Following this, the Federal
Party- organlsed mass satya-

..graha from February 20 1961,

It consisted. of picketing of
Governmrent offices - in the
xporthern Provinces and pre-
venting both. Government,
-officers and public " from at-
tending them. It is remark-

-able that though the'immie-

diate cause of the struggle
was given as the Language of
Courts Bill, no picketing of
courts was organised and the
lawyer members of the Fede-

ral Pdrty attended courts re- -
.gularly. The satyagraha, which

was started in Jaffna, wason
the first day confined to
members of the Federal Party,

the mass of people were not -
. yet drawn in.- -

But the Government made

- " .two serlous mistakes;

4 In attempting to clear a
way for the Government-

" Agent (Collector) .of Jaffna,
"+ the police made. a sévere

‘lathi-charge and assaulted

".gatyagrahis, Their actlon was

wanton

" Communist, Pa!'ty. |
. whlch had opposed the
_ gatyagraha,

condemned the -
lathi-charge as brutal and un-

. mecessary and demanded an

immediate enquiry and puni-
shment of police omcia.is
found guilty of excesses. The
Government -not only refused

an enqulry but even justlﬁed
the police action. . -

This attitude of the Govem-
ment led to widespread anger
among Tamils, who after that
joined the satyagraha in their
hundreds, After . the -Iathi-
charge on the first day, how-
ever, no action was taken on
the satyagrahis and work in
Government offices in these
‘two Provinces came to a
standstill. .

- After several weeks of stale-
mate, the Government sought
to rectify 1ts mistakes.- Al-.
though the . Federal Paﬁy

‘leaders had earlier, in Noveni-

ber 1960, unilaterally brogen
off talks with the Govern-
ment, and although they had
not formulated any concrete
demands - before Jaunching
thelr struggle except -the:

vague condemnation of the “all laws to be passed in Pars "

language policy, the Govern-
ment took the initiative in the
beginning of April for another
attempt at negotiations. A
‘specia]l plane -was sent to
Jaffna and the leaders of the.
Federal Party were invited to
meet the Minister for Justice,
-who was in charge of imple-
“mentation of the  language
policy.

Joint
Report

The meetlng took place on
April 5.

At the end of the meeting,
a report was drafted and

signed by both the Minister -

and Sri Chelvanayagam,
leader of the Federal Party,

ness of the report .of what
took place in the meeting.:
_ This report along with the
letter of Sri Chelvanayagam

of April 14 agreeing to it .

were released to the Press
and published in:Ceylon on
- April 18, 1t is, however, re-
markable that no newspaper
in India had given even an
inkling of either these talks
on April 5 or of this authen-
. ticated report of the talks.

What does the-report show?

The Minister at the outset

asked thé Federal Party -lead-
ers to formulate their mini-
‘mum. demrands in order . to
enable him- to ‘place them
before the Cabinet for its con-

testifying to the correct-.
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sideration. This was necessita-
ted because the Federal Party
leaders had not formulated, as

noted earlier, their demands -
.before launching the struggle.

Five demands were raised
by the Tamil leaders: -
(1) LANGUAGE OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION IN TBE NORTH-

AND EAST :

a) Government was wimng

to have all its- dealing with
the people in Tamil but want-
ed -to have all omclal records
in Sinhala.

‘The Tamil leaders wanted
the records also in Tamil.

The Government- was pre-
pared to keep Tamil transla-
tons also of the records along.
with those In Sinhala,

b) The Federal Party lead-

-ers. would not agree-to this.

The Tamil leaders wanted

lament in Tamil also after
they were passed in Sinhala.
Government said it would
provide translations. )
The Tamil leaders would not
agree- to this.
¢) As regards the draft re-
gulations tabled by the Gav-
ernment for approval by Par-
Hament, the Minister sald
that he would accept any
draft framed by the Tamil
leaders under the Tamil Lan-
guage Act and invited them
to do so, This was also not
agreed to by the Tamil lead-
ers. .
(2) LANGUAGE OF -
. COURTS:

Instead of insisting on its
former position that.these re-
cords should be kept in Sin-
hala alone, the Government
‘proposed that they should be
kept In. both Sinhala and
Tamil. The Federal Party
leaders rejected  this. They

demanded that the records In”

the north 'and east should be
kept exclusively in Tamil and
that the Supreme and Appel-

- late courts should have sepa-

rate panels of Judges who
could hear appeals in Tamil.

" (3) THE RIGHT OF TAMILS -

OUTSIDE THE NORTH AND
EASTERN PROVINCES : . -

The Minister stated that

-already in - December 1960,

the Government had ordered
that letters received from
Tamil people should be re-
plied with a Tamil transla-
tlon. He. also stated that

. orders had been issued direct-

ing all documents, forms, etc.,
such ag money-orders, stamps,
postal covers, income-tax and
should be

island. The  Federal Party
leaders had nothing to say on

(4) THE RIGHT OF TAMIL-
SPEAKING . PUBLIC SER-
VANTS WHO HAD JOINED
PUBLIC SERVICE PRIOR TO
‘THE, ACT MAKING SINHALA

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE,
i.e, PRIOR TO 1956, TO RE-
TIRE FROM SERVICE WITH
COMPENSATION FOR LOSS

" OF SERVICS IF THEY COULD

NOT LEARN/ SINHALA WITH-
IN: THREE' YEARS AFIER
JANUARY 1, 19661 :

' The Minister stated that the
Government had- decided that

. public servants who had more

than ten years of service
could retire with- an addi-
tional five years of service

. added to their actual period of -

gervice, The Federal Party
leaders had no- comments to
make on this. -

" (5) REGIONAL COUNCILS :
" The Minister asked if con-
glderation of this could not be
postponed for some time, The

, - NEW AGE

Federal Party leaders would
not agree to postponement. -
Siran gely enough, the
leaders of the Federal Party

within six ‘days of these’

_talks, on April 11, publicly
“declared that the Govern-
ment’s -position was unten-
able and they decided to

intensify the struggle by

organising a parallel Gov-

ernment with its own postal

service, police force, machi-
nery for distribution of

Government land, etc., and

-actually started with organ-

ising a separate postal ser-

‘vice on April 14,

The Government came down
with the declaration of a state
of emergency. - The military
was sent to the area. Curfew
was clamped from dusk to
dawn. About sixty leaders of
the struggle were arrested
and detained In bungalows in
Colombo. Within two days the
satyagraha collapsed.

Only L
piﬂ‘erence

It will be seen from the re-
port of the talks of April 5
that the Tamil leaders did not
raise any question regarding

‘medium of education and ex-

amination or Parliamentary
business. All these had been
satisfactorily settled.

As regards demands Nos.
{3) and (4) above, le, rights

~of Tamils interspersed in the

Sinhalese areas and of Tamil
public servants, the Govern-
ment’s position obviously
satisfied the leaders.

As regards item () and (2,

viz.,, language of administra-

tion and language of courts,
there was no difference as re-

‘gards the proceedings vis-a-vis

the people. The oniy differ-
ence was on the question .of
the records. Even on this, the

Government had modified its’

earlier position and was will-
ing to keep records in both

Sinhala and: Tamil. The diffe- -

rence between the Govern-
ment and the Tamil leaders
boils down to just this, whe-
ther .the records should be

- kept exclusively in Tamil or

both Sinhala and Tamil,

One has oniy to compare
the position of non-Hindi
languages vis-a-vis the Cen-
tral Government or that of the
languages other than the offi-
cial language of the various
States In India and the vast

Commission’ refused even - to
consider . the possibility. of
allowing those who had re-
ceived their education in a
non-Hind{, non-English me- '
dium to offer their examina-
tlon in the medium in which
they received their .educa~
tlon

"In Parliament, non-ﬂlndl
speakers can speak in their
own-mother-tongue only under
sufferance . and that, too,
without any translation belng
provlded for.

Every citizen cannot corres-.
pond with the Government in
his own language -if it is not . .
the officlal language. ’

Even today Central Govern- -
ment forms are available

.either in Hindi or English but -

not in other languages. .

If the Assam Govern~
ment had conceded similar
rights of the Bengalis as. were.
guaranteed by the -Ceylon
Government to the Tamils,
the recent sad story of linguis-.
tic riots would perhaps have
not taken place,. Or take -the
large Tamil and Xannada
speaking population in Kerala,
Do they have the same rights
of the Tamils in-Ceylon ? ’

No reasonable person can
deny that there was a clear
and firm basis for a final
settlement of the problemr of
language rights,. by further
negotiations. It should also be’
remembered.that there was no
question of immediately re-
placing English which" still
continues to be used In ad-
ministration and in Courts.

I in such a situation the
leaders of the Federal Party
chose to launch an Intensi~
fied struggle in the manner
described above and that,
too, against the very Gov-
ernment which had fought
Sinhala ' chauvinism and
come forward to- solve by

negotiations all ‘aspects ‘of -

the language problem, step
by step, one cannot but -
suspect that their aims are
not the guaranteeing of the
language rights of the
Tamils- bnt something else. .

.'This susplcion will get con-
firmed if one looks at the
political developments in Cey--
lon in the recent period and
the part of the leadership of
the Federal Party in these
developments, including their
timing for conductlng the
struggle.

[These aspects will be

difference..

In India, the President’s
Order on the Official Language
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dealt with in the conclud- -
ing part of the article to be
pnbllshed next week.]

'FOR -ATTENTION OF
NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

1, Boarding and lodgxng arran emerits have been
made in Bangalore for members attending the
" . National Council Session from June 17 to 24, both
days -inclusive, Only vegetarian food will ‘be pro-
vided. Every member has to paty Rs. six fowards
boarding and lodging for the entire period.

2, Cots will not be provided. Members are requested
to bring their beddings. The climate here would
be rather cold with chill wind during nights and
also occasional monsoon showers, Hence comrades
ae requested to bring -their blankets also with

em.

3. Those desiring to bave separate arrangements for

- staying at their own expense may kindly intimate
us about the same,

4. Volunteers would be posted at the BANGALORE
CITY Railway Station on June 17 and 18 to receive

* . members and escort them to the place of residence, -
All members are requested to inform us in advance.
‘by which train they would be arrivi

-8, . -All communications should be: addrwsed to the
‘following address: . Secretary, Karnatak State
Couneil, Communist Party of India, K, V. Temple
‘Street, BANGALORE-2.

Telegrams can be sent to the followlnz address ;
Communist Party, Sultanpet, BANGALORE CITY. .
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R - " “'United States..

. tan

o .;I_that'th-e demand of the

... way adjacent -to an un-

S ' I_was an emergency- Govern-

?:Fréec‘lam-‘i-idér_-'é- beaten to _pulp in_the heart. of the

ei’fmée‘- a:brlid”:’,

", The worldwide libefation. movement of the
onpressed . coloured _people now sweeps across the
And as in other, lands, it meets the
" - frenzied resistance of the-imperialists and those whom

. they have made crazy with chauvinism. | .
T is a part of the madness. clear toilet.
-But ‘the over-riding ques-
: - -. Negroes is so elementary and
*+ .. - basic that one is amazed that
""" they have to make it at ail.
- All they want is the right to
travel in the -same bus and
‘eat- at the -same counters
- - during’ stops as their white
" compatriots, . Nothing - more,
‘mothing less than to be.re-
. garded as part of the human
. .rackl - - - :
.-. Flve years ago the US,
- .- Bupreme Court hsd outlawed
segregation’ in -‘inter-State
-travel " but discriminatory :
- -practice. remains-the rule.in
bus seating -and In ‘eating, .
walting and -rest room" facili-
Hes, éspecially In South-Caro- .
linga, Georgia, Alabama, Missl-
. &ipi and Louisiana. _ - -
- The Negro bus' traveller -
. In these States confronts
" ..indignities- at every turn,
.. and often  abuse. In mosi
.. -cases"he has to choose be- They set out on May 4 from
.7 .. tween hunger and having Washington “after U.S, Attor-

- " food poked to him through ‘ney-General Robert Kennedy

" & cubby hole as he sifs in ‘gave an assurance that he

_a narrow and filthy passage- would do his utmost-to enforce
Federal Law,

ler in the South is safety. If
he exercises. his rights under
Federal Law, he may at any

racist-and . be ‘maimed or even
lose his life.” -

Gone are the days when the
Negro people would tamely
submit to .these insults to
their humanity, They decided
to celebrate - the Clvil War
Centenary- - by » launching a
crusade to assert their rignts.
“Hiring Greyhound buses
they decided to travel across
the" ‘South-—together with g
band of courageous.and clean
white Americans—and break
‘up segregation at all .stops
and cities. The campaign is
led by a ‘broad-based com-
mittee of Negroes and whites
named the Congress of Raclal
Equaiity (CORE). ’

tion for the Negro bus travel- .

moment be attacked by a-

| Negroes Assert Right To Live
- As Hunan Beigs

InU.S.

Things went fairly snroothly
till they reached Anniston in
the State.of Alabama, whose

. Democratic A Party Governor

Patterson had openly deciar~

‘ed that he was not going . to
* permit the ending of segrega-
tion.
One of the Freedom Riders,
Albert Bigelow,
said that at Anniston a vioient
mob of over 400 forcibly tried
to enter the bus. “They had
stones and clubs
Plpes and were screaming and:
yelling and trylng to cave in
the windows. For ten minutes
there was no police. . Then o
State trooper came up, While
- the trooper was talking to the
driver. the: bomb. came
through the rear window. The
‘bus was on fire”

Arnother Freedomt bus was
held up at  Birmingham,
also in Alabama,  An -eye-
witness of the attack was
‘Howard" K. Smith, a T V.

- commentator, He reported:
“When the bus arrived the
toughs grabbed the pass-
engers into the aileys and .
corridors, pounding them
with. pipes key rings and
with fists. One passenger
was knocked down at’ my
feet by 12 of the hoodlums -
and his face was beaten

.

and - lead.

-and kicked until it
bloody pulp.” -
The Time (May 26) réport-'
ed, “In Alabama mobs were
permitted to run free and
.wild" by top State and-local
officials..’. The result by
. week’'s end was . a bru i
bloody outbreak of violence
~...the- cops were conspicu-
ously ‘absent when the blood
~ bégan to flow.” - .
©~ Worse “wag. to come at
Montgomery, Alabama, whera
the Rev. Martin Luther King -
had led a successful Negro
boycott against bus segrega--
tion 1n 1957. Time- says:
“When the integrationist bus

a white artist, - stobped in Montgomery last -

week, there was senselessness,
- An idlot, club-swinging - mob
. of .about 100 surged towards
the riders. - : : .
- “Trying to save a Negro
girl from serlous injury, John
Seigenthaler got clouted from
behind... ' A group of young
whites poured an inflammable
liquid on . a Negro's. clothes
and set him on fire. One Mont- .
gomery woman held up her
child so that he could reach.
out. and beat on a Negro with
hls'ﬁsts._" : . .
The daily Press in India
has - printed pictures of -
these ruffians with Swastika
arm-bands of the Nazl .
Party. e T
On May 24 a brick-throwing
white mob of more than 1,500
attempted to break into the -
First Baptist . Church ".at
Montgomery, scene. of an -
antl-segregationist ' rally at-
tended by 18 Freedom Riders.
What . is, perhaps, more
amazing 15 the attitude of the

‘FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT -ROME (by air mail)
- -Mr, Fanfani’s “‘Centre” formula is getting more-

and more shaky and a wind of erisis is- blowing in_the
corridors of Chegi Palace, former headquarters of the

.- Foreign Minister and now of the Cabinet. Less than a
" :year has elapsed since the Christian Democratic Party
... was_compelled by mass action to give up the clerico-
' fascist Tambroni.-and to find a way out in the forma-

- - tion of Fanfani’s Government, R ’

that it But things have now come
.to a head, After ten months,
"1t is easy for everyone.to see
that the Communists were
right. On all the vita] issues

T was ‘sald, then, -

. ment charged .with restoring
.. Yepublican legality and ‘demo=
-eracy and. preparing a more’
: lasting solution” to. the poli- the Liberals.and Right-wingz
" Heal crisis. - - : + Christian * Democrats . have
.. Owing "to the " differences - hid it their way up to now,
"+ * existing among the members whilst the Republicans and
. of this new coalition, parfl- Social-Democrats only receiv-
‘cularly between Liberals, on ed formal concesslons. As for
~-ihe Right, and Republicans the temporary character of.
-, and Soclal-Democrats, Left of the Government, there is no

. "the Centre, a new term was longer any talk about it.
- dnvented, contradictory- from . But here géometry is taking
© . the point of view of geome- Its revenge on politics, prov-
. try—paralle] convérgences. ing. how ‘Precarious was the
~ . They let it be understood-. formula of “paralle] converge-
. .. that such.a solution Was'l;an .ness”.' The fact is that the
intermediate stage leading to Centre-Left members of the
a turn to the Left, but the coalition have to reckon with
Liberals did not seem to mihd, the ‘sectlon of public opinion
and it is.easy to seée why. The . t!

) hey influence.” As time goes
" Nenni Soclalists went as far by.and the temporary Govern-
&s to. abstain, wanting ‘to

‘ ment becomes..a permanent
“encourage”, thus the Chris- ‘one, that public opinion is
-Democratic * overture - to getting increasingly critical,
.- the Left.: . - ¢ ’ ‘' The Republicans and Sara-
. _The ~ Commaunists, - of gat Social-Democrats were .
© - course,’voted against, stat-: compelled to. realise this,
., Ing.In the first place that, after ‘the recent local elec.
" far from being a temporary tions in Aosta, where their
‘measure, the ' Government: parties ‘suffered heavy losses,
" Bhad every intention fo last; ° In thé recent local elec-
- -6econdly that the Govern- - tions in the Aosta Valley, a
ment “was not in the least - sweeping  victory - was won
. “bent towards the Left, but . by the Communists, in the
, ‘Tepresented  only. . a . new “towns " where the propor-
. camouflage for the Chris- - tional system had been
_ :-tian Demoeratic. conserva- ‘adopted and each party .
. tive policy. Facts bear wit-_ . Presented its own list of
L "mess ' .te the soundnesy of _candidates, and by the Leftt-
. ... that evaluatio * 7 . 'wing lists in' the remainder
*  PAGE FOURTEEN

the Christian Democrats ad-
vanced, too, but at the ex-
benses of  the fascists and
monarchists, whilst the mem-
bers of the Centre-Left coali-
tion,
and Republicans, - suffered
heavy losses, as we mention-
ed before. The
Soclalists
polled in Aosta 56 per. cent of
the total number of votes (of-
which 40 per cent was won by
the Communists)
sured, thus, the continuation
of a Communist administra-
tion in the town ’
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of the Valley, where these"
lists have wrested seventeen
municipalities  from ~ the
control of the Christian:
Democrats, The total num-.
ber of - municipalitieg won
by 7thw: forces was 41 out
of 74, :

In the capital of the x;eglon,

the Social-Democrats

Communists,

and regionalists

. They en-

.

As for Sicily, after a crisls

and promotion ‘of

casteism -and

After a detalled discussion
of these questions, the
commission - accepted the
recommendation of the co-
report to " give a . call,
through this conférence,
for a conference of the re-
Presentatives of all nationatl
youth organisations and for
setting up an all-India
council for mobilising * the

NEW AGE -

At
of

ne.

Christian - Democrat |
vtg:o had already - governed

e
Communists and Soclalists,

time to the questlon of the
Sivilian crisis, What madttered
to -us this time was to point
out the elements of crisls
in. the present Government
- coalition, which have ripened
-in  recent months, \
above all, to the constant
mass - struggles  of peasants
and workers. Despite - Fan-
fani’s claim that he will con-
tinue in' power til the next -
Geneéral Elections, le, Bep-
-temper - 1963, and Saragat’s
sophistries
scarcely be av

YOUTH CONFERENCE

educational system both in
form ‘and content, develop-
ment )
-national culture, fight agalnst
communalism,
other fissiparous ‘tendencies,
struggle against superstition
and for scientific and techni-
cal progress, improvement of
public health, development of
national games_and. sports,

" youth' . in nation-

-tive implementation of the

"The commission also re--
commended to’
‘the resolution
Integration” -
that the ATYP “firmly stands-
by the slogan of banning com- -
munal “parties from particl-
pating in elections”

sary legislation before the

Through this . reso;
AIYF has-called for conven--
Ing a national conference of
the representatives

non-communal parties  and bearers of the

TABLE
lasting ov;er two months,' the

Reglonal Assembly once again
defeated the

" . dissident’
Milazzo,

island together with

- We shall come back another

the -crisls can

was a-

v (May. 28),
clared:

the insolent nary
blackmailers of the nation,
chieftains of white- supre-
macy, mobsters and perpetra-
tors of the criminal segrega-
tion systéem are totally erush-
ed. The Kennedy administra-
tion must know" that nothing’
less than unconditiona]l sure
render of the segregationm
system i3 ‘acceptable, - There
can be no compromise of this .

Federal - authoritiés. To begin
with, they trled’ to “reason”’
with the local officials. The
" Alabama * Governor - just re-
fusec to talk to the U.S. Pre-
.sident who calmly- swallowéd
the Insult. Later some Federal
Marshals -were sent in, as “re-
placements”.
inforcements, the U.S. Attor-

ney-General stated. Within

three days- even these were
withdrawn. And the US. Pre-
sident contented himself - ex>
pressing his “deepest cone
cern.” Even Eisenhower sent
in ‘troops to enforce integra-
tion in schools in the, South
in 1957, T

Neither mob ‘madness nor -

Federa] connivance - with the
Southern chauvinists has de=

terred the Freedom Riders. -

Their leader, Rev. Martin
Luther King has called fop
mass freedom rides to smash

segregated bus travel and to -

end Jim Crow. o
What' is: heartening 19
that the Negro struggle has

been backed by . influential - -

" forces in the U.S, in the
"first place by the labour
. movement. Typical of the
reactions of many is_the
statement of George Meany,
. President of the AFL-CIQ
who declared after the
Alabama = attacks thad
-“every “true American, no

, matter . what his race or -

where he lives is outraged -
... They (the attacks) are

a8 disgrace to the nation

and they must be stopped.”
_In" the forefront of this
great' democratic struggle
. stands. the valiant Com-

munist Party of the US.A, -

In a powerful - statement "
the Party has de-

“All ‘the democratic-mindea

and justice-loving people of
our nation owe a specla] debt
of gratitude to these glorious'
young crusaders for our Gov-
ernment’s lost principles, -for
‘dramatising the savage horror .
of the Southern way of life
that is the commonplace dally
‘reality of millions of Negro .
‘citizens... :

“Not alone the rights of -
Negro people, but the general
welfare and interests of the
nation demand that the battle
at long last be jolned angd
fought out

t6 the end, that
insurrectio;

struggle,”

an effec-

Government welfare sche-
mes, - )

the conference-
“On National -
which stated

“requestg - the . Government
India to initiate the neces-

: ful
xt  gemeral  elections”

building " organisations, to
broadest unity of
and organisations’
the forces of comm

The
mously elected g Council of
121 members which hag

through the
lution the .rabad and. end
rally which wag
forelen delegates,
Of all . dra 8ingh Bedi and
AIYF,

from page &
forge . the
all. parties -
opposed to
conference - unani- .

elect-

37 including’ the President, -
g m—mesldent_s, %
rets
Treasurer,
Nalr, MP
and that dent of the

General .
, five SBecretarieg and
P, Kl;'{leasudevaa,
was elected Presi-

On the closing &ay a colour~

demonstration marched
streets -of Hyde- °

ed . In a magg

addressed by

S Raiin-

new office~
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and not re-
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‘What Brings Kennedy
To Vienna A=A
! s ' B _convince the- French Presi- *

coftee plantation than to - dent and has left the job to
Canada” He. ' announced .. Kennedy. R
that - Canada would " only . A4 The Economist (May 27)
send an observer'to the . i.4.  «Clearly no one but
~next. OAS conference and pregijent Kennedy. has the:
* that she would not cut off gyohtest chance of persuad-
- her trade with Cuba, The yn. Goneral de Gaulle to
. ‘final ‘blow. he delivered was . o . t4 terms with hig allies.
to express his concerR at ,uor the differences within
‘the increasing U.S. owner- th. western: community. -
ship of the “creative indus- ~uyeither Mr. Gavin, the
- tries of Canada.” - - American Ambassador  in

- IN a very few days Khru- ..
shehov and Kennedy will

pave met and paried and -
the world will have chang-

ed for-their meeting. "It is

. futile anticipating fc_he cor};

. crete results of the Summit
‘encounter. Ope can. h”“; ‘
ever, outline the approach
of the two participants to
the - conference and. assess :

the balance of strength be- -~ . -~

tween them. - - Latin America .

- "No one can ai’spubg thatcot!;e And Europe
goviet Union has been con-. . o ] )

ntly: uously call- . Latin America it is not 46 allow
mte%tlg 'antgos:ll:ttllons "gt the Onllx; Cuba’ that is a torment' enter the Common Market or
inghest. level to settle the . ¢4 Kenmedy. It is, a-fact of whether he will . compromise

'mmanyg “outstanding inter- the greatest importance that on his demands for = nuclear

tlonal questions. There W25 Brazil under President Qua- sovereignty and an inner

'nanmer-—and there are S0mMe drog hag taken the first steps committee to run worldwide

P le .in" the West still— gjong the path of an indepen- - policy for the North Atlantic
f,ﬁf:}, this used to be savagely dent foreign policy.  Diplo- alliance.” Coe
denounced, even ridiculed..  matic - relations “are - to be . - yi ceems, then, that one
" gt was -the -compulsion established .with the Soviet o "¢ o5 b oy hcigers.
‘of 'changing reality—the Union and China, Brazll' g0, o0 Kennedy’s part to

g wth in Socialist strength - intends ‘to be ‘present at the go to the Summit—and go it

. m anti-imperialist forces Neutrals’ Summit. Quadros - alone—is to keep together
the point of superlority has strongly = defended the. ‘the Western - alliance under

ot ] fhe ‘mass movement . right of Cuba to pursue what~ g g feagerchip, The miense-

. e eace—that brought ever policles it thinks-are best ing part of it is that the
' torwtegn acceptance of Sum- for its people. Together with -, 2.0 “p 5y o chosen Is to

zitry- Now the wrecking Brazil there are stirrings visl- " ;4n0 " closer to revanchist
could be only .by direct ble in Mexico. ' West Germany and to espo-
sabotage ‘as the U-2 infamy  qne gituation .1s not very .~ use its cause against ' the
proved - different in Europe, In recent . Soviet insistence on. the.
. 'Wh'ere. ‘months ' Kennedy has met -

Secretary of State, has man-
aged to discover through, the
~conventional methods of dip-
lomacy whether the General

T b ed : for 2 German -‘peace
Eisenhower back- ) _need for a peace
an - and: Adenauer treaty and for {he demilita

:lelgnid v?itt!:hgl;’:srgr:l;d lggulhg ﬁfl?ifhe other Nato nations risation of West Bel_-lin. .

- ; . Pr ere’ addressed by Dean . s N
ents partlfe'cit?oge %esnnede; ;\isk. In all these contabula- - I¢ h“i,}.’;f; tr;m; bgf pg%e
sldentia{’t eho ¢s to retrieve tions a domiinant trend, apart ﬂcasi :arled iy A s

8 :?ms%g? from A the disaster: of »frox:;'- h:satghmgmé'aggrg&:t ﬁi& e T
3° 7s by making a  plots, een the U. 8. ¢

-%:g%a%?ﬁexpgcwd dash to tempt.to push down Britain,
‘the Summit. .~ '/ . . A New Times (May 24) com-

; g * _mentator_rightly points out: '

" %The {alks -with - Mr. Mac
: Lo "millan - were 'dominated by

Q.5. Prestige President Kennedy's desire to

EOTTTR . - strengthen America’s position
The first fact ‘that strikes g5 the leading Power in br?iinm

any observer i3 this preciplt- at the expense of weakening

ous decline in U.8. strength Britain’s " position - in e

‘and prestige . since the Ken- alliance. Mr. Macirillan w:

prepared - for--any agreemenp
or concessions on.-this issue. -
y Aggressive

Aims
Nor is this the only
on the scene. As a matter of  was emphasised by

: ‘that clared:
: fore had it been and 'British = Press) ol . to- ex=
’Eacm:o?:lﬁ; %imoenstrated that ‘Washington .was determined Secretary of - Defence

' d substantfal<
' : its leadership of pand rapldly an _

e U.S. was in no position t0°. to maintain B T e S ing
e ’ vt Wodhington % f%rces for the conduct-of non-
X para-military
operations ~ and . sub-limited.

supremacy any- 1

asligg "'}'thfe space race, Cub3, more, Washington made 1t "forces for the c

: Iv;aos—‘.the US. had come off gbundantly clear that it was I . »
_second best to put it mildly. not interested in strengthen- opera
“The events In Iran and South ing Britain’'s role as’g nuclear X

Eorea also serlously harmed. power... . = -

jtswrehap:tl::.lsoiot been suffici- ‘not  only Anglo-American ventional ‘warfare

- most serifons repercussions its chief parfner. That IS why pe reviewed” New emphasis,

TThey are seriously
ing ‘whether the

* long be kept as their leader.

It was not for pleasure that

8. can for tion than the British. Prime efforts that are short
“There were two reasons for

conflict.” - ’

n- ganisation of Ame=-
,vﬁégnthset:tl:es (OAS) to break  and . second,

: » Nato. Time (May 26) pean policy.”
V ;133 :’Q one of the President’s .
- ambitions—"He also hoped to Menac"‘g
- make sure that the Canadian ]
QGovernment was. sympathetic Aspect_ .
4o the U.S. Administration” -~ *
. Gearcely, however,. had he - f¢
returned than- the Canadian .
. Premier told.a Press Confer- -
ence. (May 26) that the USB. -
.. took Canada foo much for
- . .He said, “I am_ amazed
about .the greater degree of
" attention which is attached
in the US. to a banana or

. JUNE 4 1981 -

-_invasion of Cuba.”

and Adenauer went into-

: " necessity,

‘discuss mutual problems tunity “and -n ;

'fs'; alliance and ‘confilet in. would be enrployec:l both

"-Nato. It seems the German 'sively against nations

NEW AGE -

Paris, nor Mr. Dean Rusk, the

is willing to allow Britain.fo .

to Khrushchov that he is not

In addition he said that US,
“Behind . that pressure 13 gspecial forces and "ulrl);;)tt;;
-'and “our
: 3 ! that this- antagonism, but Washington’s would be increased - an
:::llgs :;r slzsfzgts‘za:h:ad the desir%oto make West Germany whole intelligence effort must

ced on
, 8. Dr. Adenauer was given 2 he sald, 1s to be placed on,
among the aliles- of c?.esléi r- markedly more cordial recep- “special 'skills < &nd  other

What;exgcﬂyttt‘lﬁs mgz:.)rsg
da “that: first, America is Inter- wag brought out In a .3,
‘ Kennitriiy dmlfgedbe:g _g@éoo est?ed in Bonn’s financlal sup- word editorial page. feature ull!
it aker Into agreeing to port (which gives Adenauer s The .Wall Street Journal of
Jobh the orga ] stronger. bargaining position) May 18. Its Washington Cor-
alliance - with respondent wrote t.ha:e “ggtlier;
“trade : ‘becoming 'the chief cover para-miiitary -techniqu

3 relations with - Cuba Bonn, is e Sarey Sover para-military teehnique
and to Increase its contribu- ~factor in Washingtor s B :n Rare O oDRears
- national policy than it &1::;,
" -pefore the recent resounding
failure of the para-miiitary Asian na

chl ¢ m
¢ T.S. leadership - that 1s. It “runs to specific forms o
is‘tss:a?;igsxennedj ltz Parls sabotage, " terror, organise
prior to Vienna. It is also mob ngn:i:mn g;d !f:tt;ruption la
"de ‘Gaulle. ¢ . targ ons—ag |
no accldent that de Gaulle m 'pr"sictlve b g o
seeret conclave on Mav 23 - tactics would vary with qppg&

Red -bloc and defensively
within  selected  allied ~and

neutralist lands. ..

“ .. a U8/ still nominally
at _peace would become com-
mﬂ'.ltfg to constant undeclared
acts. Involving. more or less
violerice upon both hostile and
friendly = territory until the
unforeseeable end of the cold
war.”

Dim, indeed, would be the
prospects’ of the Vienns
Summit . if it-depended. on
Kennedy alone, But there is
another participant and, as

. it happens, a more powerful
< and successfnl one, -
chov comes to the confer-

ence quite - literally in 3

blaze of ‘glory. Not only has.

there been remarkable evid-
‘.ence of - the stupendous

strength of the Soviet Union

but its Socialist diplomacy

bas repeatedly:cornered the
". imperialists,

It is.no exaggera,ﬁon to say -
“ that in the recent months not

even the worst.enemies of the
Soviet Union can point to a
single setback on its part. It
is the very good fortune of

- ANGOLA...SOUTH AFRICA

A S May draws to a close
“the . African _peoples
- prepare for tz}v!o bl%h:lﬁe:l’;
inst the subhum
sives agains ibhuman
‘policies of the - desperate
\p;;)hilt}e' rulers %fl parts gi :
thei? country. The scene ¢
these two actions will be in .

and despicable

- Angola and South Africa.

. . As'the ralny sesson’'ends in

. 'Angola the Portuguese intend

¥ . \to go on the rampage. A Por-

. tuguese officer  declared re-

evidence centlg ] ggg.t ,tt?;eyseh“a:ni;i;llzg

f essive over- 35,000 o
b falmsor tt:)e‘ ﬁﬁ?‘tié’gfn Ii ar;gx.-.gr:stad:e- ‘a.nvdmthatlt:l theytmngtlx}g%l fohgg
1 3 Conj .on killing them

\ v h to understand (and this ment to the?U.S. Congress e ‘ThotE i and

qedy Administration’ arrived given ! the uS, May %, t‘,{;gﬁ- gfreeséggg? gﬁe tmste;? citea Thetz it and
' - rushed to offer them an alibl—.
Lord Home - stated in Lisbon
that = Portuguese - colonialism
had been particularly humane.

The leaders of the Ango- -
lese peoplé have declared that
-they, too, are stepping up thelr
operations. They state that a
good portion of North Apgola.
is already. liberated and’ that.

) would continue "
antil Portugal - found Atll;:t
ngola had become an -
‘:ig.go'rhey are confident that
the advanced African States,
in the first place, would ren-
Of OPER  Ger them all the. aid they

this process

could..
After

tion of the racialists.

Africa.
‘It 13

3

. traversed In two days orin a.

‘cannot . endlessly.  pigeonhole

- tant- to eliminate the danger<
' Germany and to settle on this.

- talks take a reasonable’stand, -
 something good can be done in

a long time Pandit
Nehru spoke (May 29) with
passion and strength on the
" atrocities of the Portuguese
in -their attempt at geno-
.cide. This welcome outburst -
is of great significance and.
will greatly aid the isola-.

1t-ig not, however, the Afro-

tions alone that seek .
“to ald. the Angolese';l;beg;té;n;
' r s : 26, the e

: "The -writer .outlines what war. On May 26, ] v
1 ' - warfare | rnment issued a state

is this sa‘me\. need to this new technique of e Gtg& et t foclared that
: d Portugal’s actions in Angola
n -created a serious threat to the
peace .and security of - the
peoples of Africa a.nd_beyond
‘imperative, the state-
offen- ment . emphasises, -to hold -

of the an authoritative international .

humnanity that it is a Soclalist-
country that is placed in this: -
advantageous position.  Fromx .
its. position:of = strength the
Soviet Union insists only on:
negotiations, & = reasonable
stand and a settlement .of
mutual advantage. S
"A Pravda article (May 28)
points out that “the road to-
an enduring peace  cannot be-

month. 'But one must take:
this, the only right road.” The
article - points --out that one-

the solution of ,ttﬁ pressing:
problems’of our time, )

It goes on to state, “The.
point at issue, is above all,
.general and .complete dis-
armament. It is also impor<

ous remnants of World War IT
in the heart of Europe; to con~ .
clude a  peace .treaty with: -

basis the issue of West Berlin
... if -all participants in the.
forthcoming Soviet-American

Vienna " to promote world

peace.”

en into the situation in
Anqglgll;.ywith the participation,
above all, of representatives
of -the African. countries. . =
One manner in which the
Government of India could .
demonstrate its practical sym--
pathy for Angola would be to  *
press the United Nations Secu- . -
rity Councll to immediately
- implement this Soviet pro--. - .
posal.: i u T e R e
Another militant - sector of - .
- the African freedom struggle -
moved into action with the
commencement of the three- ' ..
day sit-in strike against the -
Verwoerd Government’s decl-
slon to celebrate the inaugu-
ration of the South African
Republic. - First reports, des- *
_pite ferocious censorship, indi-
cate that the action was par-
ticularly successful in Johan-.
neshurg, R . e
The preparations fo
strike completely ‘overshas
dowed the official “clebra--
.tion”. programme. Despite .
the massive show of force
". by - the Govemmenf_f-un-._
official estimates put the " -
number of - arrests - at
between eight to 10,000
non-whites—the campaign .
" gathered strength daily. -
Five thousand white troops
have been called to arms and
are being kept on permanen$
‘standby. . Saracen tanks are
being paraded through .county
towns and African Réserves;
" helicopters have dalily swooped
over some African townships .
and further units have been
told to stand by in case still.-
more force is needed. - . "
..'This military alert, the mos§- -
extensive ‘any South African
Government has ordered. in._-
peace time, coupled with the:
indiscriminate -arrests has ¢
: created panic among * the .
supporters of Verwoerd, who .
are in no moad to celebrate the- .
“birth of the Republic “in an"
atmosphere -of reverence” as.
their Feuhrer had ordered, '

. —MOHIT SEN -
(May 30) IR
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. “abont the .€nd ot the last -
.’ century. The problem of the -

"!. Ceylon for at least a thou-

Ceylon has been very much in the news recently.’
" The struggle launched under the leadership of the
" - Federal Party, which -is the: party -of the. Ceylon

-Ta.mtls has attracted wide attention and sympathy

in this country, partleularly in Tamilnad, primarily

because the struggle is. believed to be waged for
_ securing’ the lmguuhc nghti of the Taimil popula-
'hon. T

1

S forces behind the struggle,

N- order to understand
the significance .and -the

it is necessary- to -under--

" stand _ the composition . of”

the populatlon, as well as
‘developments . during ' the
last few ‘years on the ques-~

' -tion of the status of the

two . languages prevalent

S in Ceylon — Sinhala” and

“Tamil. .

" Out of.4 total popnlnhon
" of ten millions, about -nine
_lakhs are. Tamils,- who form
-3 national minority. These
_ Tamils have been citizens of

‘sand ‘years and should not-
‘be confused -with the plan-
‘. tation labour. popuiation,
who went to Ceylon from -

- Jatter is‘ one of cltizenshi[i ’

© - and that is not the issune in

the present struggle.

" ~The morthern and ‘eastern

Provinces of Ceylon hdve been

- the traditional homelands of
‘Ceylon Tamils. About seven-
‘and-a~half lakhs -out “of the
. pine lakh Geylon Tamils live
. in these two Provinces. - The’.
‘remaining: one - and-a - half’
lakh Ceylon Tamils are dis--
-, persed In the rest of . the"
mand in - Sinhalese-speaking

»areas and " are. engaged In

Government :service,’

: ers, lawyers and. teachers.

During" Brifish rule, just as .

m other British colonies, Eng- " Pact was to be given effect

lish-was the language "of ad-"
ministration .and mediam of -
education. - And as in India,
“with the risé of the national

. movement, the . demand for

-yemoving English from its
/dominant - positlon galned
-momentum. - -

Contrn&ersy
- im 955 - . .

U Im 1955, Wwhen the quest!on

‘of “replacing English as the
-8tate . language - became . .8
" yeality, a . .sharp -controversy
-grose over what should- re--
- place it. - Chauvinist sections
-among . the Sinhalese - people, -
partlcularly under the leader-
ship-of- the 'UNP, the party of.
reactlon, .representing native
,feudal interests and the com- -
pradore bourgeoisie, claimed
that Sinhala - should be the .
official language and that no

" recognitlon should be given to~

thé Tamil language.. I fact,”
they sought to arouse among
_'the  Sinhalese pedple bltﬁer
hatred against the Tamils, -

"The Tamil bourgeois pats
ties, on the other hand; de-
‘manded - that- both Slnhala
and Tamil shotild be recognis-
~ed as ‘official lahguages with -
" parity of status, .

- The late Sri ‘Bandarapatke
fought and won the 1956 élee~
" #fons on.the slogan that Sin-
hala Bhould ‘be  the omclal

trade. ~
and other proiesslons such'ag- :
_those of  medical -practition- -

language. but- that “reason-
‘able - use” of Tamil should be
guaranteed by law.:
After he assumed power in
1956, an Official Language Act
was .-passed by the Parlia-

ment. This Act declared Sin-~

hala to be the *“one official
language of Ceylon” and fixed
January ‘1, 1961, ag the date
.on .which it would come tully
into force. The Act did not
make 3ny mention of the posi-
flon of Tamil: But the Prime
Minister,
declared during ‘the course of
the debate in Parliament that
& special 1égislation would be

‘introduced later fof the pur-

pose of ensuring the reason-

. able use of Tamlil.-

Subsequently, he had pro-~
- longed discussions with the
" leader of the Federal Party,
Sri Chelvanayagam. - These
resulted in what is known as
the Banderanaike-Chelva-

Guaranteed .

1

for Tamil pupils ali over the

- 8ri .Bandaranaike, -

P RAMAMURTY M. P., )ust back from a vmt

to Ceylon to study ﬁrst-band the movement of the

. " Federal Party, analysee the issues mvolved in the
- present struggle. :

. . /

action against: the

language after the Pact, 1t_'

stood abrogated.

Rights

However, in August 1958, he
introduced the Tamlil langu-
age (Special Provisions) Act
and had it ‘passed by Parlia-
ment. This Act guaranteed
the following rights . for the
Tamil language. .

medium of instruction

island and throughout -the
education system from the
primary to the highest univer-
sity standard.

2 - Persons- edncated in

Tamil medium ° wouln
be entitled to be examined in
that medium at any examina-
tion for entrance to the public

- service, provided that regula-

tions might be made requir-
ing them to acquire a.suffl~
clent knowledge of = Sinhala
within a specified. period after
entering the public service.

3 officials in official capa-
clty. correspondence bétween

__nnﬂaterauytakentoauece."
Sinhala

as expressed in the electoral
agreement = between * the
“SLFP -and the Communist

Party and the Lanka Sama'

Samaj Party.
Whereas. the victory: of 8ri

. Bandaranaike's party.in 1956
wag tainted to some ' extent-

- with chauvinism and anti-

With the exception of .

Communism, the election vie~
tory-of July 1960 was won In

were the main weapons on

‘which .the UNP and the com-<
. bined forces of -reaction . re-.
Tamll would be the-

lied. One of the main slogans
which Sinhalese reaction rals-
ed was that the SLFP had
come to a secret deal with the

-Federal Party- and if

voted to power it would barter’
daway - Sinhalese intereets to.

the Tamils,

“Tte middle forces snd the
'Lett fought back .unitedly the
race-hate and anti-Soviet and

anti-Left provocation of the

UNP &ind the foreign reaction-

aries' who supportetl 1t. The’

SLFP. declared that it would

-carry forward the policy of the

late Sri Bandaranajke in re-

gard to the language of the.

Tamil national minority, .
‘Following the victory of
‘July 1960, a new Government

_headed by Slrlmsvo Bandara- .

T of |

November 1960 ' when ther o

Schools Bill was tabled. Tha

Federal Party suddenly and .

unilaterally broke off its talks
with the Government, It held’
8 . meeting of its Worklng
Committee "on- November §,
and passed résolutions con-
demning ' the Government's
language. policy . and the -

_schools-take-over Bill,
struggle against .chauvinism -
‘and anti-Communism, whlch

No action was taken, how-

.ever, at this stage on the re=
.solution )
Government’s language policy, .

.But the Federal Party enter- .-

condemning .

ed into  the direct  action
against the Schools Bill.

< After this, the Government -

also contributed’ to the wor-

.sening of the situation. 1t re- .
introduced the ‘“Language.of -

the Courts Bill” which had:
‘lapsed in 1959 due to the dis-
solution - of Parllament. I
empowered the ' Governmen$
‘by order to replace English by
Sinhal} as the language of re-
cord of any court, when ad-
ministratively possible, ’ bu§
made no jmention -of Tamil
The . Bl was relntroduced
without any change. - .
Further; 1t tabled a-number
regulations. wunder - the
Tami] Language (Special Pro=

vislons) Act, 1958, which wers - .
amblguous with rega.rd to tho

Govt. Was Readsp To. Nﬂaatmw Amﬁ @@Fve

AEQ Aspects @Ff Tamil Leanguage Probéemg

o | iw Federwé Party R@éusodeHY”

'nayagam Pact. In. additlon
: position_of Tamil language,

-the pact also contained a

" provision for :the_ establish-
‘ment ot*regional councils
throughout Ceylon. The

to Iater on by means of
“suitable legislation, .
The. Prime Minister had to

face: bitter attacks. from the

inhalese-. Chauvinists, who
-even ' engineered communal
‘riots. .

-The leader of.the Federal
Party, instead. of . strengthen-

. Ing the hands of the Prime -

Minister, - actually helped In
the sabotage of the ‘Bandara-
- ‘natke-Chelvanayagam -  Psdct.
After .the Officlal Language
_Act was passed, the Govern-
ment used the letter “Shri” in
‘Sinhala -in- the .-number
plates " of ther buses,” trucks,
.lorries and cars. 'I'he Federal

. Party leaders at once started

& campalgn in.the Tamil areas

of- smearing with coal-tar the"

letter “Shri” on-the number
plates of the State ‘transport

buses-a 18 E_ V. Ramaswami"

Naicker, who once .carried on’
a campalgn of smearlng with
tar-the Hihdi names of rail-
‘way stations in Tamilnad.

. The - Sinbalese chauvinists.

-retaliated by similarly smear-

" ing the indlcations in Tamil

on the signboards In the Sin-

‘halese areas. This was follow-

ed by communal :.rioting
‘necessitating the declaration

of a state of emergency for a-

prolonged period. .

Sri Bandaranalke, who was
already under  pressure from
the chauvinists declared that

slnce the Tamn leaders had.

to provisions defining the

‘Tamils and ‘the Government .

would be in Tamil.

4 Local bodies' in the
northern and - eastern -

Provinces could conduct their

affairs in

correspond with any Govern-

ment officlal In Tamil. |, |-

Tamil and also -~

Apart from the rights which

the Act guaranteed immedia-’

tely after it became law, it ‘
also empowered the Govern- -
Jment to prescribe, by regula<

tlons, other administrative
purposes

for which Tamil ~

could be used in the Northern

and Eastern Provinces when

the "English language was
finally replaced. :

Within a year of passing '
Bandaranaike

this Act, Sri
was ‘foully assassinated in
September 1959 and - Ceylon

and prolonged political crisis,

which- was finally resolved by
the victory of the 8ri Lanks-
Freedom Party of the late

-Bandaranaike in the electlons :

in July 1960,

nalke, the widow or the Iate»

Prime Minister,” was formed.
Tamil-Sinhalese relations. be-

gan o improve as a resulf. of -

these developments,

. 'The Government: decided
_that its policy statement in
the form of the Governor-
General’s address to Parlia-

ment ' when it opened in:

August 1960 was to be read
both in Sinhala and Tamil,

which' . was done according--

- ly. It entered into negotia--
- tions with the leaders of the
Federal Party and came to

_ o satisfactory settlement

- about the language of dis-
- cussion in" Parliament. The
. rules of procedure of Par-
llament were amended ac»
cordingly and allowed the

" use _of both - Sinhala- and
passed through an intense -

Tamil in Parliamentary de-~
bates and aiso-provided for
simultaneous - translation. of
speeches info Tamil or Sin-
'halaasthecasemaybe.
- The Government appointed.
8rl 8. Thondaman, President

" . of ‘the Ceylon Workers’- Con-

Vietory ot
1960

This victory was qualitati-

vely different from that of -
elections, .The"

the 1956
latter was won not only
.against the UNP, but also’

In a sense against the Left.

as " well, as ‘seen <4in the
clashes in. 2 number of

constituencies between Sri-

Lanka Freedom Party and
the parties of the Left. The
--election victory - of - July’
© 1960 however, was .won on
"the basis qf the unity of the
middle forces with. the Left,.

‘NEW AGR

" Government for a sgettlement -
"of the remaining issues of the -

gress, an organisation of the
Tamil-speaking estate workers

. of Indian, origin, who do not
* yet have Ceylon citizenship or

the right to vote, as a Member:
of Parliament to represent

‘their rights and induced him
. in_its' Parllamentary group.

The Fedéral Party ltself
began discussions with = the-

language problem, iz, its
administrative use in  the
northern *snd eastern’ Pro--

- vinced when Engnah would be

given up.-

These eneouraglng ‘dévelop-
ments " were disrup

"the

Y

‘rights of Tamils outside the -
_northern and eastern” Pro- ,-

vinces, ie., of those living in-
the Sinhalese- areas. For ex-

"ample, {t declared tha an
-g!iﬁcltal receiving. & - commu-
. caionln'l‘amﬂ mayreply
in Tamil,

- Some chauvinist officlals’ in
key positions alse worked: up -

‘provocations by deliberately
.sending to the northern aad -

eastern Provinces income-tax

. return_forms in English and

Sinhala .and not in English
and Tamil, as had been -the
practice before. W

Golmicm Was
H?,ossib!ga

the -

These difficulties could cere .

tainly ‘have been resolved by
mutual discussions as was

done in regard to the langu- -

age of proceedings in Parlig-
ment. The - Court Language

‘Bill: and Regulations wunder

the Tamil Language Act were

‘only drafts. They had not yet
. been debated in Parliament.
-‘But- the Federal Party chose-
_to make these mistakes of the -

Government .8 reason'to de~
clare. on December; 18, 1960 a

hartal in the north and-east o

on January 2 and a satya-
grahe. thereafter.. .

The Language: .of the Courts
Bill was debated in Parlia-
ment under conditions when
reactionary campaign
against the Schools Bill, (in
which the leadership of . the
Federal Party played a lead-~
Ing "part). was. at 1tz height
and in t.he face of the threat

) *SEEPAGEIS






