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RELEASE OF LONG-TERM
‘ ";.'POLITICAL PRISONERS

On behalf of the Natwnal Cotiniil of the Commu--. e
. nist Party of India a delegétion consistinig of Comrades
. Ajoy Ghosh, Sohan Singh Bhakna, 8. A. Dange, E. M8,
+ Namboodiripad and Bhupesh Gupta met Prime, thster g
" Nehris at noon today and presented a”memorandum
. for the release of long-term polmcal prisoriers,” Iy their -
" talks the members of the delegation explained the cases .
.-of the ltnzg-tenn political prisoners and pppealed to him
to kindly take necéssary steps'so that these long-term
. political prisoners are released at an early date and the
' pendmg warrants. agamst others wzthdraum B

v‘,NewDelln N
S September 17 1961 Lo




o "Pandit

"+ New Delhi,

To’ - ». . . l . H . .5( . A\ N
Jawaharlal Nehru, - . %
- Prime Minister of India, " :

- New Delhi, - : i

. MEMORANDUM FOR THE RELEASE OF

.'LONG-TERM POLITICAL PRISONERS -

 Dear Panditfi,

 On behalf of the National Council of the Communist Party

of India, we approach you today to  seek your intervention

~ for the release of a.number of long-term political prisoners; who -

have been languishing for-several years behind ‘prison bars in

'We_st'kBengél,_‘Tamﬂnad, Bihar, Punjab and Andhra. We would

. also,'in this cornection, urge the withdrawal 6f‘wa,rrant',s‘l against
political workers in connection with cases which' arose over a
decade ago. - S ; T

- Some relevaut;pa_rticuhx;s about the political prisoners and -
‘workers are given in the.list appended heérewith. As will be seen

.from the dist, most of these prisoners havé spent 10 to 12 years,

. including the -under-trial period, in jail, without, however, tak- "
ing into: account jail remissions which they have so far €arned. -
- In a number of cases, the period already served has, with such .
- remissions, exceeded 14 years. Under the British, the prisoners.
" .- ‘with life imprisonment who had thus served 14 years used to be
ordinarily released. ' But this convention does not seem to be ' -

followed in the case of these political prisoners. Sl
" . Our Party and, others ‘made representations to the State,
Governments concerned over this matter, but we regret to. say
. that except in the case of Andhra Pradesh, there was no sympa-

- thetic response. Shri Rama Krishna Rao, wher Chief Minister

of Hyderabad, released a number of long-term political prison-
ers.”. Later, when Shri Sanjeeva Reddy became the Chief Mini-

Lyt
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, 1 ould. be
granted in other States; but that was not:to-be. - - .. ~ . -

When the State Governments. were approached; .we were .

‘told about the gravity of the charges on which these prisoners o
* were convicted.- ‘The State Governments séem to take appurely . . -

technical and legal position in this matter when both: political

. and humane considerations are called for. It is our misfortune

that we have not been able to convince the State Governments

of these wider considerations. = -

" You'will agree that while dealing with such’ cases, the p<->lil'-."

- tical background in which: they arose, as well. as' the changes in
. the political situation are always taken into account.: It will be

recalled that with all its spirit of revénge and vendetta even, .the

" British Government in the old days could not always altogether, . l

ignore the political considerations in dealing with the ‘question
of  political - prisoners; . and . " from “time - to. time, long-term

_political prisoners; including -those - transported to the Anda-

mans were released before time. Among them were those con-
victed under the Martial Law regime in the Punjab-and.in ‘the

- first Lahore Conspiracy Case.- These prisonérs were charged: for

conspiracy to wage war against the: King-Emperor and. over- ..

. throw British Tule.- - The Chittagong’ Armoury Raid prisoners,
‘all of whom had been sentenced to transportation for life, as

well as a number of others convicted for violence, \‘{'lere released
in August 1946 by the British and the Muslim- Leagije Chief.
Minister of the undivided- Bengal, Mr. H,'S. -Suhrawardy. Re-

- - leases of similar prisoners took- place in'other provinces as well:

-In this connection, we cannot but recall that in those days, =
the Congress organisation led by Gandhiji and.yourself: was

~ always in the forefront of the public:demand for the release of

the long-term political ‘prisoners. Faced with the people’s demand -

serious nature of .the charges’ involvifig: violence.. :But you: and

" - the Congress tooki‘thé‘stan‘d,-ﬁrmly‘on“‘atpgliﬁda‘l::andihui!flﬁn.et y
ground. Your intervention then was*an important factor in:the. .

. ster of Andhra Pradesh, he was good-enough to release all the
" remaining- long-term  political® prisoners except -two, - This
‘gesture on their part was welcomed and appreciated by all and
.. it set good political and humane standards. It was expected that . -
" similar amnesty to.the long-term. political prisoners. wo

L3

for their release, the British ‘Government. used to harp-on the -




-7t One of.
T the,pout_ical
pﬁ;-o?grs;arg-associatgd axe_all:’wqudpg for the strengthening of

. fepatriation of thé';p;'alitical.prisqners from the Andamans and -

later in»secuﬁng-theirrelease.:] Gl
*" - Tt will ever remain a glorious page in the history-of our free.
dom struggle ‘whes the Congress
elections, -took up the question- of release. of long-term political
Prisoners in the' face of ‘stubborn Opposition- by
""" emors and the. Congress- Working

Committee directed its Minj.
.. stries to Tesign rather thap submit ! to §
" issue. It was the British who had to yi

o move'ment'_won. EUTEE I o

" political prisonerspr'hardly; be assessed: or understood except

" in-the context ofthat situation. -Those, days . we have, of
« . course, happily’ left-behind ang the-political"sih:ation'today-' is

in many ways radically different. from what it ‘was ‘before the
commencemerit of the Constitution,” - - . - . -

Parties or the mags organisations with which these

Ministries, after - the 1937 v
the British Gov- "

the features of the present political situatiop. is that

" would in any

“been amply borne out_by the

one of;these prisoners who have been released in Andhra and .
in. other places. Sl Tl B R
We understand that it is not even the. contention” of the
concerned State Governments that the release of these, prisoners
way jeopardise what is called law and order. " It
seems that these State Governménts take'their‘ stand on - the

+ - ground -of retribution which incidentally in modern times’is not

" Gajen
- that swept

- Pannalal Das

considered to be a
Jurisprudence, . .~ - S TE L TR

It is not our intention here to catalogue the political ante-
cedents of “priso '

civilised principle even in oi'di_xlary cnmmal-

Congress “in_ the ‘early
twenties, was convicted ‘in the.Mechua Bazar Bom; Case in
1931, After serving _his five-year .senterice, he was . detained
without trial and was released only in 1937. He. played a lead-
ing patt from “underground” in the “Quit India” movement of

Gupta jointed the

Mali was in’ the forefront of the peasant struggles
Bengal in the years 194547, These peasant strug--
gles then formed a powerful front in’ the post-war anti-British

© upstrge in West Bengal.

-thfoughoiut. Tamilnad.

K Baladandayudam was a leader of the stﬂdeﬁt’- movement -

anti-imperialist activities in 1939, Subsequently he.was detain- -
ed by thé British Governmetit in-1940, After release; he became
an “important- trade- union ' and - political leader well - known L

’b
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" Medah Singh- took' part in the anti-imperialist revolutlonary

actmtles in the thirties. and was tned several hmes by thé Bn- ‘

i tlsh Government.

-+ Pakhar ‘Singh came under the mﬂuence of thegﬁunous Ghadar' -
_Party and took part in the anh-Bntlsh struggles and has been'
a pubhc worker since then.” B
- Nakshatra Malakar joined the. Crvxl D1sohed1ence movement -
- of 1930 ‘and suffered imprisonment, As ‘an active worker of the
- Rajendra Ashrdm ‘(of the Congress), Katihar, he ‘plunged into- -
. the “Quit Indxa movement of 1942 The ‘British Governmeént ..
" launched'a number of criminal cases against him but could not
get a single wrlness to depose agamst Malakar who had become T

. a hero

_now -undergoing :the sentence in Alipore Central Jail. While - -

Sadhan Gupta was a Congress worl<er and later turned to

4 “the workmg class movement.

. Teja Singh Swatantra, , against whom a warrant'is still pend-' o
.ing; was a notable -figure in Punjab’s revolutionary. movement, -
In the days of the Martial Law in the Punjab at the end of the .
.+ First World War, he gave up’ studxes and left college to join the
~ politicgl movement. He carried on his revolutionary’ activities -
against the Bntlsh in various countries like the USA; Russla, Tur- -
- key, Afghamstan “Argentina and Canada and trained up many-
- freedom fighters. - After his return to. Indxa in 1935 he ‘was put-
““under detention by the British. “While in' detention -in -Camp--

bellpore, _Jeil, he " was. returned unopposed  to the. " Punjab

. 'Leglslatlve Assembly He is now an old man of 65 m rumed

health.
szsan Haldar a s1tt1ng Member of the Lok Sabha, was

E arrested after his election in 1957 in Delln but ‘'was released

on bail,  He was tiied by a special tribunal ‘and sentenced to
life 1mpr1sonment on -charges that date ‘back to 1947-50." He is

" still wanted by the police in that case, Kansari Haldar contested

- though he: never appeared before the electorate he was elect-

the last general elechons as a Communist candidate; - Evén

6.

e ,V Meenakshmathan ]omed the Congress 40 the early: thir.”
-ties and later, as a worker in the textile mills of A& F Harveys at
f~,~V1kramasmgapuram, became the leader of . the. trade union.

. Q

L ed to the Lok Sabha wrth 2,36, 192 votes from a double-memher
constituency, topping.the: poll.. Inmdentally, it may, be mention- .-’

ed here that the case against him had arisen in the very consti-
tuency from which he was so 1mpress1vely réturned. It is most
tragic ‘that a. Member of Parliament, in circumstances such as’
_ these, should have been thrown in prison with a life sentence.

" Kansari Haldar was always active in the days of antl-Bntlsh

A struggles

- These. and other pnsoners were leaders and organrsers of the
- trade union and kisan movements or were otherwise active in the
dernocratic movement. One may or may not agree with their -
 political views, but it cannot be denied that these prisoners are a
“band of selfless workers. They have never been moved by any
personal considerations throughout their public life. ’

Long years in prison have led to the shattenng of the health

" of many of these prisoners. ' Some are suffering from very serious .
. . ailments to which two prisoners in Tamilnad had already suc--
. cumbed. All these prisaners come from the ‘poorer sections of

. the commumty and many were mdeed the bread-winners of their

_ families.  Hardship and suffering - their long incarceration is
causmg ‘to their near and dear ones can be better nnagmed than
described. Families of some of these prisoners today live in' sheer
destltuhon We receive heartrendermg accounts of their sorrow

" and misery. i

When all of us dre pa.rtmpatmg in the remakmg of our coun- ,

, try after independence, these selfless workers are deprived of
the privilege to serve the nation and the people. We know it for .
* a fact that this is causing- ‘them deep mental agony.

In view of these considerations and notably of the’ fact that
“most of these long-term prisoners, as already stated, have spent -
ten to twelve years in jail, we would urge upon the. Government

~ - . to reconsider this entire question of release of long-term political

prisoners with understanding, sympathy and political wisdom. It
. is but natural that the concern for these prisoners should have
"~ been. growing over the recent period. The demand for their -

_- - release is receiving increasing support from all sections of public
. opinion. Here mention may be made of the fact that 74 Mem-

bers of Parliament issued a public statement appealing to Gov-
. . N 7 - . PP .



. your pattis an‘xiously;awaited‘notﬁonly‘by the prisoners and ‘their ~

', ernment for the release of these: prisoners; Similar appeals, were » R
.- alspissted in"the States by prominent public men. But all these' ;
appeals havé;‘g'ohé',nx'ihgeded.v/ R Sl T e
" - The cause is so just and ‘urgent that we turn to'you, as'the .. - S S SN :
- . Prime Minister, for redress in'this matter. ‘We count upon ‘your ...~ - s e - List of Long-Term POIitimLPrisbnqrs-. Lo
- huniane feeling, symipathy ‘and political: visioh.:* We would sin- L T e — —
“cerely appeal to you to kindly take necessary steps so that these _ R . R L ie;;%d »
long-term Politicgl px;isqners are.released at'an.early datfz"and - e ““Time of . Time of - spent in
- the pending warrants withdrawn. Such an act of generosity on - - : - amrest conviction prison
. > L . R . as on nl
" suffering families but by many others-th:oughoyt the country.. . S o FREEERE N 81:8.61 '

*

 UAPPENDIX

‘Sentence”

T Yo sincerely, © . Sy NG N
sd.- Sohan Singh Bhakna, - * e » ' ' o
Lo Ajoy Ghosh, - ... o ST Wes‘t ‘Ben.g,a‘_l
T S.A.Dange, ';', [ L R . .
-~ E.M.S. Namboodiripad, ; - =
. Bhupesh-Gupta. * ..:.,

}  (a)  Kakdwip Consﬁféac‘jz Case " (R
-.Gajen Mali . Feb.’50 Deci’s3 11 yrs, 6 mths,  50'yrs;

- Bhitsan : Kamila " . ;
- Sujoy Barik e W
- Dwijen Dinda~ .. » -

- Bejoy Mondal' . . . » AL e

. Bhim -Ghorai ", Yo e T o e :
- Manik Hazma . Nov.d9  » ' 15y g i e
- Tarani Sahu  "Feb.’50°  » qj yIs. 6 mths, * ». -

-. Kshirode Bera .. ' R momee g

. Kansari _Ha!'da_r,'_, M.P. 57 Aug, 28; 600 e »

- for Top, Namwowss, Covvem, o8
"o, THE CoMMuNIST Panty OF . © -

»

DO 0N DGR o e —

b

R () Dum.Dum Basirhat_irjessop Coses = ©
11. Bindhya Singh  Feb, 49" May 55 12 yrs. 6 mths,. 25 yrs;
" 12, Mukunda Gupta - LT s ] :

& R A Samat Dutta- ¢ v S0 ST LR
% "' .14y Dinabandhu - PR JE R R
¥ R Kundu" . e .
I 15. Pritish Ray Apr.’49. v 9 g o
.16, Hiranmoy . Aug.’49 Mar.’57 12 YIS, ”
- 17. Fatik Pan " .. » T Yoy

‘




- Tamilnad-

.o

(a) - Tirunelvelli Gonspin'zcj Case -~

 83..V.  Meenakshi- *

nathan .

T34, K.BSMam‘

85. V. Alagamurthu

" {"86: K. Baladanda-

* yudam

10

Nov:’58

Aug. 52

'; NOV.'Sa ". PR R

o Periddi. : )
., © o 47 .alread§ g’
‘ Time of ~Timeof = spent'in 5
- " ‘arrest.  conviction. prison - g
SRR TR s on 8
Lo mser
: .. @ B
"18. Kalidas . Aug.’49 Mar.’57 12 yrs. 25 yrs.
..~ . Chakravorty - et ; C
19. Amiya’ L mooe now
" 'Chakravorty - ° ) )
- 20% Biswanath Das. , . " ” S "on
_ 21 Prasad Mukherjee =~ " po e e
22. Bireswar - - Apr.’50 May 55 ll yrs. 4 mths. "7
- . Bhattacharji - S
. 23. Bikram-Shaw - June'50® " 11 yrs. 2 mths. . ”
'24.. Tarapada Roy Oct.’50 Aug 53 10 yrs. 10.mths, - 7 7
_25L-P nalal Das’ ]uly '51 May '55 lOyrs‘. lnith.' e
: pta o . - .
" 26.] a]knshna ’ -]u_ly_'49'Aug._ 58 12" yrs lmth 2 yrs.
e Chakravorty o -
- -27. Saraswati Tewari Oct.’52- " . 8yrs.'1()mths'.' »o
28, Ramjatan Singh Aug.’49 *_ " . 12yrs. i oMok
-29; Harimukund - June'49. " “12yrs. 2mths. »
" 30, Makhan Bose. Mar 49 " 12ys. Smths. ™ 7
" 817 Anwar Ali Oct.’”49 . " My 10mths, "
32. Kartic Dhara. 'Mar.’49- . 1Zyrs. 5mths, ” 7

~

3

Time ‘of "

Period

A ’ alread}"r» :
“Time of -
‘.arrest:- - -conviction . -

L
o
spent in - §_
prison -~ &
73
@

A e “-ason
W . - 31.8.61 .
M @ e @
. (b) ((athalambam Case = S ;
37 M V. vaaswamy July 50 ’ o
38‘ M. V. Vairavan .Max?: ;50 2.? R
39; U Veerannan e Tem w o
(c) Shenbagam Seruaz Case - :
40. K." Maridai une 50 '
41. C. Mottayan . . . J . 5 29y'r's -
42.P.T.David -/ =~ - el
43. Joseph = . - . o -
44_. Yeerziyya_j_' S e w e
= - (@ Tiruppur Case - B
: _45 CA.Balan o 20 yrs
" Bihar . . o S
" 46. Nakshatra' . 1951 195210 yms,
NakkaTa’ 5 11952 10 jrs. 20 yrs.”
. R ngwadz CoIIu’ry Case o
-47. Biswanath 1952 - 0 -
- /Bhuiya -~ 1952 9 yrs' 20 yrs.
Dharmaband Colliery Case :
48. Sadhan Gupta -~ 1952 : v, |
. 20 yrs..
'49,' Bod: Alam 1954 . 1952 7 yrs. "',f,y'r's
L ’ ' : Agranan Dzsturbances o . o
50. Panchanas Jha. 1954 © . 1952 7 0 yrs
90T . 7 yrs. 20 yrs.
. 81 Giri Jha- . 1955 - 1955 § yré. N (i yyﬁ
© 52 Baleshwar Jha " 1955 - 1985~ - #. ... Lo m
5'3]agdhar Jha _ 1955?‘ = ¢ ‘1955 S X » e
L -_.‘“1'1:;' Y N e



_ ‘Period
. already_
Tlme of - Time of spent’in -
- arrest conviction *  prison
S as on
- /81.8.61

Sentence. -

o @ e |

) ) < Nawadah - . ' ‘ - .
54. Dr. Brajnandan - 1955 1985 B yrs.. v 7 yrs
cLal - . R A
55. Suresh Bhatt . " I T B
56. Bachoo Lal ... " o oo wTo e

el B
i

I3

. Andhra Pradesh . T
57. M. Appa Rao- "Aug.’54 Nov.’56 . . ., 20 yms. -
58. D. Nagabhusba- ':  .'54 Mar.’85 .~ - oo

nam : 0 PR o
~ Punjab R LT e e
59. Maidan Singh B U -1 S 20 wsoL
60. Pakhar Singh 1958 - - 1956 B yms. -t e
61. Kehar Singh - . 1953 1956 7 oo
62. Pritam Singh =~ '195¢ . . " 7 yrs. . oo

63. Nasnb Smgh 1955 o ey ,', N

Abscondmg o ;

1. Téja Singh Swatantra " {(Punjab)- - smce 1948
2. Raja Ram . Lo e " 71951 .
3. Darshan Singh Dhakla : coom T 1948

. 4. Inder Singh Murari = - e e 1948
5. Sardha Singh "~ T -, et S A (-]
6. .Asoke Bose ', - (West Bengal) » 1949
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