&

- ' party cotld commit:
And -our ever-jnst people'

- the ‘better. Harder knocks,-'a

-.geats ‘await the ruling ' party
. when ' the iday-o reckonlng

' -moré maligned and: slandered

: The week after next Intha wxll go to: the poils a
,-tlurd time in-the: bxggest -ever .general elections, heldv'

- anywherein-the ‘world, under :the system of -Parlia-
‘mentary" democracy.‘ We have no: .doubt the earthy
~'wisdom and the growing maturity of our great people
“will be- demonstrated anew the way they cast thelr

. .ZVote.

In Indlan tradmon, the elephant i, the symbol of ‘

-“royalty and power. The Congress rade;to power under.

SHE hall-mark of the Con--
‘gress as the tuling party,

‘ ,however. ‘has been that it has

ridden roughshod over. its own =
solemn 'pledges: to the people;’
who gave it:trust, confidence

" and power, It is the ‘greatest:

political - crime ‘any natlonal

- have duly panished the Con-
gress,” by. ruthlessly : ciitting-
its vote, election after elec-:
tiom, thongh ‘this ; doés not

- get reflected in the namber

" . of:seats, due to.the:defec:
tive:- system " ‘of . representa- .
_tion mechanlcally cop!ed_

i from the British,

‘None can claim® t.hat lt.he
record of the Congress in the
last five years has changed for

Dbigger- ‘cuf; -in: votes. and-less

hufiges;iwi mise :
- ive” experlence ‘and . they will
'n'ercilessly punlsh the’ g\nlty,

cheé again.
- No. politieal party has been

than ‘the: Communist: JParty’

and'yet- the  political” miracle :

happened:

. The Indian people through ‘

< their own experience learnt

* .'to distinguish the true from _
- . the false”and ‘raised omr i inoovl is RSN
. i -political® life -falls .on the

‘Party to; the. status. of the
- main opposition party :in

I

,the responsxb\lity {0 reverse
“the ruling “party’s. anti-peo=

"correct- eriticism and -effec-.

_‘tive action kKeép~ it on ﬂ;g_.-».-

- ‘right course and veport | back
“'the true state of affairs to’

the people_ for them to in.

tervene. The Indian people

_ wanted — and_want — our

. Party to ‘hreak the Congress

" power monopoly
‘possible..

"~ As the Indian people review

the last five years’ record- and
‘fecall ‘'which party said ‘and
.-aid what and when, they will
undoubtedly come to the con-

_.¢lusionthat the Communist

‘Party has proved anew its true

" loyalty to the Indian nation

and untiring championship of
people s’ welfare and for ‘an
‘ever higher status for Ingla in
the world._ e

 PEOPLE'S
'HOPES

I.et the slanderers bewail.
As it happened in the past,

. g0 it will happen again and
: amidst - deafening . ‘acclaim

“onr peopfe will vote in
. gredter.’ strength for -the. -
+ Communist Partyto act the .

_ -.+strong - and wise . mahout
*- over the Congress elephant,
growlng ‘more’ .and more
~qnroly, ~The . experienced

: '-the ‘Communist Party alone

~can, discharge "the; diﬁicnlt,

responsibility C
. The. 'dirt,”: dust and dln

" created and left by 15 years

or Congress mlsrule has lcd to-

~. < the couniry,their No. Two’
" " natiorial party, charged with

wherever ’

* . partnpers. ‘Today .

%Indian people . know that " -
were -the first':to warnthe"
agalnst .taking ~the "

gh;gl dx;digro;:lade ux;llgrella o{l natlo?a'l ‘indépendence -
: & hopées-and .asp! ons;’o our eolefora‘
better and happler life. lra P p T

the blrth ot new, growth ot old
.and a new realigriment among

* reactionary; groups and par- . -

ties; the emergence 'of - the

Swatantra-Jana | Sengh and

PSP combine. . .

They “are  all’ t.ogether in

.. steking to turn the wheel of mir, as a part of" Ind!an

India’ backwards. Their ambi-,
tion ‘knows 'rio bounds.” The
proclalmed aim  of ‘each of-
them is'to become: the ‘main-

opposition party; at the cost of: ’

: WIPE OUT

the Communist - Party:

- The responslbﬂity for these

. evil reactionary groups stalk-
ing the Indian scene inevif-’
ably- belongs.:to' the ruling.
.+ 'party. The patriotic duty. to:
. wipe :them - out: »ot'_flndinn:

Indian - voters . dunng ~'the
. coming elections. R

-AI.I. FOR _

", ple_ policies, -and’ through ;

ATION

that ‘the Communist . Party

“wil pit g1l its strength against
_ these dark, degrading and dis- .
ruptive forces and. pull alt lts .

weight against them.

over ,.the . struggle. for Goan
nberation For, fourteen’long

" years, Prime Minister.. Nehra

tried out in vain his favourite
theory of peaeefu.l persuaslon

Every -year -during - Parlla-

mentary -debates, Communist :

‘spokesmen urged that only
‘the policy.of national action,

“including. action by -“Indian
~ armed forces, will make sense
" to -the :Portugueseé USUIpers;

its - imperialist . NATO
the. whole
world knows who'has proved
right and who wrong.

and

“The Indian - Communlstsw
did mot only argue, they.

- nnited with Goan national-
ists, supported their heroic
commando- fighters . and
‘created ' the . preconditions:
“£0t the victorious and rapid

“march of the Indian armed

" forces for' the ﬁnal act ot
" Yberation, " °

The ) I.ndlan Communists
nation: -
Kashmir issue-. to -the UN,
which was done: by the ruling
party, with -faith in' Anglo-
Us: frlendshlp for Indla! oo

')

_’ elections’ and they

We assure our good people,

*The patrlotie worth of the -
) Commumst Party is writ large.

Now ‘that Anglo-l]s mlers

: areouttotmst,lntheirown

“ner, India’s tail over Kash-
" mir, the Indian people ‘need
a stronger Commpnist Party
to stand ‘guard over Kash-

National terﬂtory. TN

‘Sir - -Mohammed Zatrullah
Khan threatens. to. wait for
150 years for’ Kashmlr .

'I‘he protagonists of the Def-
ence Pact with Pakistan need’

to be wlped out durlng t-hese .

are not
only: outside the Congress, in
the . parties -of -the:Right-but
also’ - inside - the ' Congress;
amidst its Rightist leaders.

-+ The Communist -Party has
. been the foremost-in: calling

for ‘Indian solidarity -with
‘Aslan-African-Latin American

“fiberation -~ In- the canse-of
 common -anti-colonialism. and

tn. the name of -the best
mdlan national tradition.

Anti-Communlsts ‘whether

inside or outside the Congress .

have been pleading and press-
ing for Indian passivity and 2
friendly \mderstandlng wlth

_ the imperialist West.

The experience of Goa and -
Kashmir has not made them .

wiser for they do not think
-yior “'feel as° anti-imperialist,
good ‘patriotic Indlans o

“The . world-wide battle-

r_fronts o! liberation ln -Angola, -

Congo, Algeria,  in’ Africa,
Cuba, ete,, in Latin America,

Laos and Vietnam in Asia, all
“call ‘for sustained: solidarity

and firm-action from ‘our great
country '

" The surest way to ensure it
.18 to make the moit consistent
" anti-colontalist " party of : our:
¥ ¢ontry,'the Communist Party,

stronger than ever through
the comlng electlons ’ %

- 'The pro-Westem Rightlst.

partles are out to distorf, bes-

mirch and attack the policy

. Panchsheel. -. How  often -
'Prime ‘Minister . Nehrt - ‘has. to
act -as -its lone defender but
Witk the " Conimunist.. Party
standmgﬂrmestinsnp 'rtby'v

his'side. . ..
" Pro-Western" enemlos of

chsheel~ have not - yet

‘crooked ‘but tenacious man-

. country,::

" -been ronted A stronger -

- Comraunist ’ - representation |
--inside the Indian Parliament -

- .would: be-the best guarantee -

to ensure that the national
. policy. of Panchsheel is dog=~
..gedly defended, eonsistently
. .implémented,. to bring - new
. glory to . onr. . .country . and
~peace to the, world.. -

-When the rullng party’ itself
calls. for national integration
as. the greatest need-of‘ the
“ig constitntes the
damnation ‘of ‘the ‘actual”
policies pursued by it under
which forces of casteism, com-
munalism and separatlon are

. runnlng tiot.

_ The sin was committed not

for the first time, in Ketala—.

. Congress "alliance with the -

Muslim- Leggue, -just to over-

-throw. ‘the ‘legally” elected
_ Communist-led -~ Ministry -in
that’ gtatel

‘The Jana Sangh’ naturally

; enough . felt .encouraged to

stage anti-Musllm riots thro-
ughout the North' and the

- ‘Akelis mount their morcha in-

the Punjab and so on. .
.Conhgressmen stood- dazed

and, paralysed. Good senti- -

ments - were' expressed by
Pandit Nehru bnt effective.
action was initiated only by
‘the Communists and they
- activised honest secular ele-
ments irrespect:ve of: party
_.differences. :

A stronger. Commlmist Party

is the best: investment for the -~

health of-. secula.r democrs.cy
ln India. -

-'The: Congress plans are be-
coming bigger in size but not
the life or the common people

‘petter.

‘The Communist Party - ex-

- plains the enigma a.nd shows
, the way out. -

The parties of the Right are
out to challenge the policy of
planned development ltsel!.

INDIA’S.

REVIVAL

'I’he rullng party shame-‘

lessly asks for greater trustIn gicd n OB STOGTRC

_task . to. fuolfil ‘the national

itsel? and harder work by the’

-Iabouring people, while it goes
_on appeasing the yested inte- -
‘tests, leading to. the growth.of -

thin and inroads

troin abroad;

.'The Commnnist

;gronps and parﬂes'

'-ﬂghts for’ pollcles that wm
* ensure that the Indian Plan
‘Teally speed up national re-
"-generation and lead to grea-
-ter” welfare-. .of our" long- .
suﬂermg people. SN

g Again the. Communlst Party
does not-only argue on poll-
cies but. organises, struggles, of
. peasants and workers,  office
employees, shopkeepers _and

- every section in need and dis=.
tress to change offiéial ‘poll+ * -

cles and practices in the inte-
rests of the common. people

.who constitute real ‘Indfa.

. 'Naturally enough_ the par<’

ties of the Right call gur Party- S

Enemy No. One and becaiise

the Congress does not always s

do t.heh' blddlng as’ they de-'

sire; while " we can -more if
through mass_action to!pay -
heed to 'the voice of the peo- . :

‘ ple, they denounce* it too Ior,

golng Communist!

SLASH =~ jf‘?l
CONGRESS =

) ’l‘o vote lor the Bight is .

. ta vote a,gainst India’s plan~
ned progress. To vote for the
Congress _is. to vote “for.

_Indian monopoly . getting
the’ uppermost hand over
national economy. “To vote

_ Communist is to strengthen

‘,_the fight for’ Indian plan- -

_-ning, .serving the needs- of
.. the Indmn people, above all

India’s voters have to decide -
whether India isto be allowed

- to be dragged backward by:the

Right or allowed to stagnate

.and weaken under the Con-
. ‘gress, or led forward, towards

a happler future for the peo= =

<. ple and ‘greater glory for-the

nation a5 demanded by the i
Communists c.

‘We have o doubt theu- ver- .
dwt wxll Helps® B

'Q Crush the Right, as vipers' .
- @ Slash* the Congress . vote S

and - geats, for “breach ' of
trust ‘'with the people' :

e Uplitt the Communist Party
as the strongest ever oppo-

mission. in. alliance: with -all
good: patriotic: Indnans, their; )

_P.'c. JOSHI
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- A Béngal legislator .
Hifidustan: Standard te

. genéral “elections in 1952 the Muslims lay- low. In-
1957 they raised their :

E ere(:t- i
’ Tﬂnd A new. awakening
. among: the ‘Muslims' in India.

" . As a sympathetic Hindu pub-

°

<

. ©f " elections,

" - licist has reminded them, “in’

the - period - after 1957 - you
* found it difficult to utter even
a word of complaint. Now you
openly rise your voice against
. injustices and fight for .jus-
~tice” " (Urdu Dally Seyasat,
‘ Xanpur, January .10). Cer-'
~ tainly there is growth of self-

_confidence among Muslims as-
- -citizens of a democratic coun-- -
" .“try. They, too, like the Test.of - .

their countrymen, are on-the
move, ... .. ] :

In this conitext Immedtately

-the question -of direction’ be-
comes ‘Important, “Where -are
they' moving—towards com- -

- munalism’ or away from L2

Direction - '
. Fxcept for the Musiim
-~ Ied in Kerala: and in

7 ““Muslimeen in the old By-

* derabad -part’ of Andhra
Pradesh, separatist organi-

.sations among Muslims have

- Dot been able to make head- -

. way in the context of the
elections in any part of the -
country, . REREN
"This was not due to any -

lack of determination ‘on

their part. Months back. the :

s

.'Jamaat-e-Islami  ‘sought to

forge a united front- of all
Muslim organisations — with -

. itself, the Muslim League and .-
the - pro-Congress Jamiatul
* Ulema .as the bedrock. - -

~'Failing in its bid to. form
a united front or platform
‘of all' Muslims for. purposes
communalism

o sought to induce Muslims to

" ‘Jamaat-e-Islam,
- The

" - religious organizatio
* places exhorting Muslims to

" - gdmirer to- agree with the

" “tions. . The

- keep® out- of the -elections
. altogether. : .

The inspiration to . this
nepative and - barren course
of action, too, came from the

- reactionary - anti-democratic’

head of the Jamaat,
Maulana - Abul  Lajs Siddiql
has been reported by g Hindu
bycott. The latter,.a retired
High Court Judge, admits that
“other things did not impress
me, But' I was worried wher
1 learned that Maulana Abul
‘Lals algo held the same view™
-(Seyasat, January 10).

While the move. could not

become popular; somie news- . -

rapers devoted ‘special co)-

- .umns and éeditorials, state-
- ments were issued and resolu-.

tions ‘weré -passed by ‘socio-

In some

keep out of the general elde-
' . Congress - daily

HE third general elections

was :iécenfly: quoted by the
"say -that during - the first
-head {pnt now they stand
' The" Jamaat issved a ques-
tionaire and though the re-
- plies had not been made.pub-

lic,” the Jamaat decided :to-

“‘keep aloof 'from the elections.
‘with ‘the Jamaat, it is rea-

. Sonable to conclude, was not

.~ 'so -much’ divine injunction

as its failure to’ forge the

-unity of all Muoslims and
_--then to come to terms with
+ Hinda communal organisa-
- tlons "and . other -reaction-
aries,“the line openly:advo-~
cated by the Jamaat organ
- Dawat. .- s

_Frustration ‘led some others
also to take the same view,
Maulana Hashim of the tradi-
tlonal Institute of Theological
leéarning -‘of - Firangi Mzahal,
Lucknow, ~_whose statement
was accorded - wide - publicity

in the Muslim Press, summed -
~. -Up the position in’ apparent-
‘. ly cogent and secular reasons.

Communal *riots, it: was
argued, - were provoked with
an. eye .on the elections, to
frighten the Muslms and to
consolidate Hindu votes_ be-
hind .comiunal parties. Mus-
lims should, therefore, keep
“away from elections so that no
ground remains for this pro-
vocation. - .
- Secondly, Muslim candi-
dates will only serve to weaken
the chances of success of secu-
i;:, progressive Hindu candi-

Thfx?dly,- Muslm members of

Parlinment and State legisla-
tures had acted merely as the
cover . for- varlous .political
parties dominated by Hindus
and have not beenm able to
serve “the: inferests of their
own community, ]

And. fourthly, bycott of
electlons ' may act as a protest
and a moral pressure against
injustice,

Thé Qauml Awaz correctly
pointed out that quite a large
percentage of people abstain-
-ed- from participation in.the
earlier electlons but they
could, thereby, hardly exercise
any pressure on anybody.

Voice Of
Despair

- Xt is not difficnlt to detect
- the. volce of despair and
“utter demoralisation in the
arguments advising ' Mus-
lims to bycott the electlions,
'Dr, Farldi of Lucknow pro-
rosed- his: variant of the by-

~7. What in reality. weighed -

" opposing the move,

~Qaumi Awas of Lucknbw was cott’ when he advised the
«?bnged to take note of it and Muslims to contest elections
had to come out editorially only when they were assured
. ©o? 80 per cent support. Char-
‘The stock-in-irade argu- ocletlsing all such proposals.

" inent-of the antl-democratic. 08 the “result of frustration

ki

© o interpret andd

o Femvtuma of bew wadte)
S ORALE TRO

" Jamant-e-Islami was based on ~ ohd defeatism”, an ex-MLA of

 tdeological religious considera- ~ the U.P. Assembly pointed out
© .- tlons.. God had ordained the ID a statement: “Election pro-

Canstitalion and the law for vides opportunities of estab.
‘ull times to -come, It was not. lishing - new  relationships,
D Elven to man to make or Joint eleclorates help weaken
- emend divlie laws but only commundl - feelings among
nntement  Doth Hindu and Muslim can.
them, And this was the pre. didates BEven the Jana Sanph
rogstive of the Ultmia of the candidutes will have to com.
Famaal o promism - theld  estremism,
Brosld then dNe guvating CMutual conressions wm have

" proee trs PaBlal sartipate U be glven

% wlerting bugies which grrgc  “Medim  ecandidales  will
g28ed o themwelioy Giving have to spiremsh nom-Mosdin
- eetary o ecmnyn prublems of

- national - reconstruction and
- economile- well - being”." The
statement ‘ended:"with. an
appeal - to “Muslims "to keep
. their heads high and te have

falth in.the fraternal good .
- sense of the majority commu-

,hity and to join the election

- battle for the sake of national
welfare and solidari. (Seya-
sat, February 3), .~ .~ ’

" the 'mass of Muslims, which-
is reflected in these state-
ments. and. which -could not
'be shaken even by the spate
of recent riofs, came in the

‘wake ‘of and as part of the °

general . democratic . growth-
. of -the people. - It -hardly

- 'made Muslim masses amen- .

able to counsels of despair
- and inaction.. . -

Cause For - .
Frustration - . -

‘What lay, however, behind:
the frustration of a section
was the disillusionment from:

the policies and  practices .of
the Congress and its govern-

ments which was the common °

feeling prevalent. among most -

““The injustices perpetrated
on the Muslim ‘minorities: by.

‘the Congress during ‘its re- -

gime”,  wrote the Seyasat-
editorlally, “the - anti-Muslim
riots in Madhya Pradesh and.
following them In Aligarh and
other “towns of UP. 'are
wounds which ‘are ‘still . fresh
in our hearts”. ' - -

- The paper-complained that

.“thefe was' no indepéndent

_Elections

enquiry of any of ‘these riots,.
no action was taken' against
ony of the officers who had
failed to maintain law and
order and protect. the lves
ond . property of the- people
belonging to the minority. No
legal steps were‘taken against
.the communal organiiations

' responsible for - the riots”

(Seyasat, January 25),

The Dafly Sangam '_'of'

Patna chose to- raise same
pertinent questions 1n its
Regublic Day ‘Issue: “Does
every class and - commu-
nity”, - asked "the paper,

“enjoy equal status in the -

country? Poes every. com-

munity enjoy ' .religious, :

social, cultural and econo-
mic equality In the coun-

try?” The answer, obviously, -

was in the negative, -~

The Jabalpur . correspon- .
dent of the Daily Paigham of

Kanpur reported  that “Con.

gress election propaganda is -

negating democracy. Muslims
are being told that unless they
vote Congress they will con-
tinue to be looted, burnt and
killed. Muslims are being bul-
lied fo join as membeérs of the
Congress. Musiim workérs of
the PSP and the CPI are belng
threatened” (January 19). . -

The Sangam of Patna com-
plained that “the 3igh Com-
mand had promised to. give
the mincrities greater repre-
rentation than thelr percent-
age, but this has not been

done. For 2,833 Assembly seats -
only 121 Afuslimg have been -

given tickets” (January 159,
While other papers did not
bother about the number of
Cemgreas ticketa given to Mos.
lims, they camplained sbout
the type of persona eelicted as
Congress eandidales. .

The revival of faith among -

‘not unaware ‘of this situation
have taken hurrled" steps to -

_golng- about -addressing
tional conferences of Mus- -
lims like the Shia conference,

Urda soctet

plained, :
the son of “Mahashay Kri-

shan ‘of  Pratap>a noto--
rlously communal - paper —
being’ given Congress tickets..
“The Paigham attacked the -

" ‘selestion’ of . Seth Govind
. Das: “who:  as - member.- of -
Parliament has represented.

" . the inferests of sacred ani~

.mals more than that of

human beings."In ‘the 1941 .
- Jabalpur riots - Sethji - had .
reported Muslims to be the
" . attackers. By selecting such -

people as”'its candidates,
the.. Congress had dis-
" .appointed Muslims.” (Janus.
cary 19 o e
“The - Payame Mashriq - of
Delhi wrote: “The situation

- has ‘reached a-stage when g
section of Muslims-has begun. '

thinking if at all there is a

. difference’ between the Coh---
gress and - the Jana Sangh
“from* the  poirit of view . of -

Indilan ‘Muslims. What is it
that the Jana Sangh does and:
the Congress does not do?” .

.. Congress. leaders who were

retrieve their. position among

the Muslims.™ The. Congress .
introduced  the long-overdue .

correction in its stand on Urdu
In the Délhi Corporation.. . .-

gress Party has made the pro-
mise that after success in the

elections Urdu will no. more
* be neglected as was the case’

uring - the earlier regime.

‘Urdu  will “be provided. all
‘opportunities of development”
(Sangam January 20). .

" In'Bihar the recent decision

of 'f-'he'Pajtna Univérsity im-

‘Dosing Hindi as the sole me-
dium of examination for all ,

students’ ‘with immediate

effect was' agaln - postponed -
“for another four-years.

In the first interview grant-

-ed -by ‘the Chief Minister to
. the Anjuman Taraqqi-e-Urdu

deputation alter four years of

concerning Urdu were either
“conceded” or promised to be
sympathetically looked into. .
. The interesting . point
‘about it, however,  is that
these “concessions . were
granted only after the Anjo«
man. Taraqqi-e-Urdu. Pre-
sident had announced his

Intention * to contest the

~-Chief Minister in his consti-
tuency where more than 40

Ministers
Wooing -~

. Congress Ministers seém to
be going out of their way to
woo voters. They are

the Momin conference, ete.

The dcceptance of varlous -

Aypes of -long standing
demands ‘is .announced on
such occasions. -

.For example, at Hafipur in
Rihar where - the %gpmnr
Communist “leader Kishorl

" Prasanna Sinhg 1s contesting

the Irrigation Minister Dip.
Narayan Singh, the latter got'
erganised the local college

This, the Badae Ase a-om-, . unced the

NEW AtE

.f(;r example, 3 ab6u€ .
Mehr Chand Khanng ‘and™

In Uttar Pradesh “the Con-

- elements  are out

" per cent voters were Mus-

- - Swatantra - propa
-inst India’s foreign policy is

secs

- particular

turer in"that meeting "

1t is not difficult for péople-

1o see through: these conces-

slons’ as. -election. ‘tricks. . It.

does not touch their hearts.
They are not convinced of the
. Congress bona fides..: - :

“If affer all that has hap- - -

.pened to the Muslims during
the. 1¢ years of Congtess rule”
- wrote the Seyasat, “there are
still to-bé: found Musims loyal

to.the Cohgress, who have the |
.courage to appeal to Muslims-

to. vote~ Congress then the

“crime of ‘the’ Jana . Sanghi
-Muslim of Ajmer becomes very
‘small- Indeed!” .

- The Seyasat, ‘here,'wa.s.i-e-
‘ferring to. the fact that the-

Jana: Sarigh -election cam-
palgnr in Ajmer was inaugu-

rated: by a’ Muslim" Abdul

Jabbar Khan who . claimed
that the Jaha Sangh was a

non-communal organisation. -

Angor At -

‘Congress -

It is this growing anti-

pathy-to the Congress which
‘distinguishes: the: : Muslim
attitude' in this election
from ‘that - in. the earler

elections. The-Congress has -
to thank itself .and none.
other for this development.
Congress indifférence to the -
Problems. of the minorities, '

its suppression of the 'demo-
cratic. urges-of the people
including the Muslim mino-

rity, its policy of open door.

to the communalists and all,

" other reactionaties, its at-’

tempts to exploit caste and
”communal differences for
factors ‘which have led to

_ disillusionment among Muys-
Communial and 're'a"ctl'on;a.ry
_ to" exploit

this situation, Even'the Jana

San g v
persistent efforts all demands - bméh seeks to gain respecta

5 among “Muslims at the
cost-of the Congress, . ..
. The. Swatantra Party has
Set up an impressive number

-of Muslims on its ticket, has
-been publishing in Bihar a

weekly paper and extensive
campaign literature in Urdu

- and 1s- concentrating on _the

€x-zemindars, - big "~ " farmers

and the professionals among
the Muslims, )

The " J amaat- e-Islami per-

‘mitted its adherents to stand ©

on - Bwatanfra ticket. The

ganda aga-
finding- its echo In the pro-

-Pakistani sentiments of a'sec- .

tion of.the Urdu Press. .
" Thus, Krishna Menon is

. being opposed on the ground o

. 'that he ignores the danger
“from China in order to
divert attention against

statement eulogising Jana

‘SBangh revivalism, Muslim

- -communalism had to cool
off, apparently,

The .Jamaat-e-Islami Chief
in his long article on"“What
The Muslims’ghould Do” In
the electlons indulges in o
bitter anti-Communist tirade,
enters into involved. argu-
ments and goes- round and

tound but cannot bring him- -

sclf to say -concretely . which
party
the Musims sho
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tional post of ‘an Urdu lec-

election ends—all: these are °

-~ The report about Sen is as :
" . - follows: .The Union Law Min--, truction Co. because it
** ister and 'his ' wife, ~ Anjana e ' i
' Sen, have of late ‘become own- "~ with the construction of the .

n. But after Rajaji's .

and July 13, 1950, by the “Ko-
thari Charity Trust” and a °
family . business' . -concern, -3
- known - ag “Paramsukh’ Das ~
- Sugachand”. . ST
’ Girdharidas :Kotharl trans-. -
"-ferred as.a trustee’ “(jointly -
with two others) .and as the
. -owner of the concern “Param-
sukh Das SBugachand” three
.bighas of land to-the Union
Law Minister and his wife.
It is recorded in the trans- -
© fer deed that the . “Kothari
' -Charitable Trust” and “Pa-
remsukh Das Sugachand” had ~
purchased these three bighas - -
of land as benamdars on be-
".half of the Union Law Minis-
ter and his-wife and transfer- -

e

"red the plot to them at their . _‘

request, . L L
.. . Shortly after this, an ar-
- bitrator - was - appointed,
‘either by the Union. Law
_ Minister himself  or under
- his instructions. After a pre- -
liminary enquiry the arbi-
" {rator. i3 reported to - have -
given his opinion against the
Government, although there
-has beén no hearing in the

S .‘natte; till now.. ..o
. LEGITIMATE.
~QUESTIONS

% iThe public, can legitimately *~
" demand 'satisfactory answers .

*to’the following questions: -

" 1)) .13 the  above .. report, -

which has come to our notice,
true? * : C

_ start of the:

NN Proliit::il'e Das Gupta,

~"'2) What is the maf object -,

" of the ' “Eothari .Charity :

" Trust”? , Is ‘the purchase of-
properties as ‘benamdars for

.'.["itlé Deed B
:Secrétary;" West Behé ' Cabinet Ministers or others .

"10) In view of the fact-that

‘the preliminary finding of the -
against -

arbitrator has ‘gone b
the Government, has it_thou-

ght of taking fresh steps.in
the matter? “ Does it propose -
to take the entire'matter out

of the hands of the Union Law
Minister ‘or has it already

' State Council of the Communist Party of India has ' gpe of the aims and objects of ~done so? .

~ issued the following statement:

A " report 6f a grave nature

has come:to our notice. -

Certain . - allegations ' have
been made in the sald report

" about the Union Law Minister;

Asoke ‘Sen.. We would expect
.the. Government of India as

_well'as Sen t6 réply to these - -

ellegations. * "~ .

ers of three bighas of land at
5, Judges Court Road.-Accord-

“4ng to the present - value of

“land, the ‘price of one:katha
“of land at Judges Court Road-
cannot be less than Rs. 15,000. -

© 7 The value of three bighas of -

. Tand would be on the basis of
* this" calculation; at least nine
"1akhs of ‘rupees. (Rs. 900,000).
The method “of acquirin
“the ownership of this piece of
"land has been rather novel
“Girdharidas Kothari, a ne-

"'vhew of Birla, 13 the real own-
“er of the Hind Construction
“ Co, Ltd. This firm has execut-

i ed many different - types. of
" . -contracts received . from the

Government of Indla. - -
 OOMPARY =

. UNDER FIRE .
g ‘One of the very. big:jobs

. undertaken by the Company

" was in connection with the

construction of the naval

. dockyard, involving crores
" of yopees, - s

" “'Oneot the terms of agree-

. ments between the Govern-

ment and the Company was

. that in ease of any dispute

" or difference of opinion be-

tween the parties as to whe-

* FEBRUARY 11, 1062

this - charitable  institution?. .
Did the sald Trust take any -
.decision or adopt any resolu-
tion .regarding - thls(- benami
purchase? - If ]
date? Is‘the Trust.entitled to

" ther fhe work was . being
executed in aceordance with
‘ the agreements, the Union
-Law Ministry would appoint
an-arbifrator, . whose deci-
-~ sion in the matter would be
_binding on ‘both parties.- .
The Government™ of India
.claimed over : two . crores of
rupees from the Hind Cons-

any such resolution? .- -..
" 3) What is the nature of the
Union Law Minister’s ‘rela-
tions “with‘ the “firm of “Pa-
ramsukh Das -Sugachand”,
-'particularly when’ the owner

of the sald concern is Girdha--
. ridas Kothari? = - - o

" 4) Can the Union Law Min-

learnt the.work in connection

Naval Dockyard was consider-
ed to be unsaf 'tisfa:t,ory, ane%.
not approv ]
%; :gghéézevgxsnenﬁ. o " _a businessman who is directly -
The matter was, therefore; volved in many- contracts
_referred to the Union Law  Wwith the Government of In-
Minister for appointment, in dia? = -\ .-
“terms of the: aforementioned ' 5) Can any Cabinet Minister
.agreement of an arbitrator. - ' gequire pmpé'rt'lifsb throu;gih u;e
TR AT - "7 .medium of:such benamdars;
wnlol]s - diu 1ch

. o -8) Can the Union Law Min- .
TRARNSFER ister acquire properties ' from
“. . It-1s rather curious ~that

when  the matter - was al-

s0,:on -what e

_‘The sum due to the Gov-
ernment of India Is, it goes
. without saying, money due

: ASdl;é' Sef’s ham_e appears on. thi; page, .

- to- the people; They are
directly :interested - 'in- this

upon crores of rupees, . It -
* | appears that the final jud-.
."'gement in" regard: . to the
- Governnrent’s “claims - has:
not yet-been proriounced.
‘We have, therefore, raised-
 the matter in the hope that
necessary steps will be-taken
to safeguard the interests of-
the people. . . . S

take such & -decision or adopt . .}

ister-appoint as his benamdar -

-g person who - has -different ;
- types of claims on the Govern- "
ment of Indis, Involving crores

readY'lfl'a:‘l':e hands of the o¢ rypees, and for the settle-.

Union
both -parties were awaiting \ W
- the appointment of an arbi- Loint an’ arbitrator? . .
.trator, Girdharidas Kothax: SO ]
a ee and’ (RENAERE
transferred, as a trust PROBE o

‘as the owner of 'a family & )
business, the’ aforemention- BEQUIBED
-7y Wi the Government of

" ed three bighas of land to
India Institute an enquiry

the Union Law-Minister and-
his-wife on January 30, 1961.

. into this affair with a view to
"fAinding. out the truth?

- The whole history -~ of ‘this

-transfer is‘re‘cl:orded inlgh; '

Book No. 1, vol-35, pages . R T

-15’&1:0.- 816 of 1961 and Book -8 " WIill . the Government
No. 1, Vol-39, pages 246-150,
No. 827 of 1961 of éh; 1};&1_5-)
rar of Assurance, Calcutta.
tl"l‘ht-:eze three bighas and -titute an enquiry. into -this.

* other plots of lands were pur- ' affair as it had done in the

-chased between June 14; 1960 "case of Dalmia:and Mun@hra?

- ' ~NEW'AGE

.plot of land was a glft?

and’ ment of which the Union Law "
Minister. is empowered to ap- )

make:an enquiry whether the

.--9) Will the Government ins- - -

" ofictal seals of certification. S

- matter, as it involves crores |




T

. “try. They, too,like the rest.of -

. Jamaat-e-Islami

~ ‘gated:‘to themselves - divine
- f

" A Beéngal legislator

industan Standard -to ‘say -that during. the first-

‘was recently quoted by -the

general elections in- 1952 the Muslims lay Iow, In

—erect, .. "

* citizens of a democratié coun-

: their countrymen, are.on the

c.move, o Sl :
- 'In this context immediately

"the question ‘of difection: be-

‘comes -important. Where are”
. .théy ' moving—towards com-

. munalism>or away from it?.’

‘Direction -

League in Kerala and  in

"7 Madras, and the Ittehadul .
« "Muslimeen in the.old Hy-

derabad part of Andhra .
.Pradesh, separatist orgami-

" --: sations among Muslims have .

- not been able to make head-"
" ~way in the context of the
. tions in any part Qt the

.. coun¥yy.

This . was "not due to any.
Jack of _'determination: on
"their part. Months back. the

forge a“-united- front" of all

- Musliim organisations — with

itself, the Muslim League and

“the _.pro-Congress ~Jamiatul *

"Ulema.as the bedrock.
‘- Failing jn its bid. to form .

& ‘united front ‘or  platform
. of " all Muslims' for purposes

-of _’elections, .communalism
sought to:induce -Muslims to
Xkeéep out'-of the _elections

"+ . 'The -inspiration to this

‘negative - and- barren .course

. of action, too, came from the .

‘reactionary . anti-democratic

© Jamaat-e-Islami. :

The head of the.Jamaat,
Maulana Abul Lais- Siddiqi
has been-reported by a Hindu

- «admirer to- agree” with the-

bycott.: The latter, a retired
High Court Judge, admits that
“otherthings did not impress-

- dne. But I was worried when -
- I léarned ‘that Maulana Abul

Lals also held the same view™
- (Seyasat, January"10). ;
-While the movecould not

o . bécome - popular, some. news-.
" papers . devoted " special col-

umns ‘' and,’ editorials, "state-
ments were issued and resolu-
‘tlons’ ‘were passed by. socio-
religious-organisations in some

' " places “extiorting Miislims to )
keep out of the general elec-

-tions. - The . Congress gaily.
Qaumi Awaz of Lucknow was
- obliged to take note of it and
_had ‘to come -out editorially
opposing the move. - .. .
_: 'The stock-in-trade argu-
ment of -the anti-democratic

< Jamaat-e-Islami'was based on

- ideological religious considera-

. tions, -God had. ordained the -
., 7 Constitution and the Law for.
". "l 'times to come, It was not

given to -man’ o - make or
-amend divine laws but’ only

' .“to interpret  and . implement
" .. them. And :this was:the’ pre--
-Togative ‘of ‘the ‘U’len_m.'o: the .

Jamaat, e -
-*‘Should then, ‘the question
. arose,-the faithful participate-
in electing: bodles which arro-

- 1957 they raised their

HE third} general elections
; - find:- & new awakening
. ..among-the Muslims in India.
. :As ‘a’sympathetic Hindu pub-
leist has reminded them, “In

. the - period - ‘after-. 1957 you
* found it difficult to utter even -
& word of complaint..-Now you-
openly rise your,voice'against

- . cInjustices ‘and fight for jus- -
.- Hee” (Urdu Daily Seyasat,
b ‘Kanpur, January 10), Cer-".
- tainly there 1s-growth of seif-
" confidence among Muslims as-

sought o' .

"l_ieagl .vl'nit now they stand

tlonaire and though the re-
plies had not been made .pub-

lc; the Jamaat decided to-

keep aloof 'from the elections.

sonable to conclude, was not

- ‘unity of all Muslims and
then to come to terms with
+ Hihdn communal organisa-
tions . and . other ‘reaction-
.- arles, the line openly advo-
' . cated by the Jamaat organ
. Dawat.- - R
Frustration ‘led some others
- also ‘to take the same view.
Maulana Hashim of the tradi-
‘tlonal Institate of Theological
learning ‘of " Firangi Mahal,
Lucknow, .whose statement
'was.accorded  wide publicity

- in the Muslim Press, summed

- up'-the .position in apparent-

- 1y cogent and secular reasons,

Communal ' riots, it was

. Ry cept for the Muslim . argued, were provoked .with

8n - eye on the elections, to
irighten the Muslims and. to
consolidate Hindu votes be-
hind communal parties. Mus-
lims - should, ' therefore, keep
away from elections so that no
-ground remains for this pro-
vocation. - - o :
Secondly, Muslim candi-
dates will only serve to weaken
the chances of success of secu-
iar, progressive Hindu candi-
dates.. - - o i ’
_Thirdly, Muslim members of

‘Parliament and State legisla—
. tures had acted merely as the

cover. for various .political’
parties . dominated by Hindus
dnd have not been able to
serve the Interests- of their.
own community. o
-And - fourthly, bycott of
elections may act as a protest .
and a ‘moral pressure against

_injustice. -

.'Thé' Qaumi Awaz correctly
pointed out that quite a large

percentage of people abstain-

ed -from participation in the

earlier' elections but ° they

could, thereby, hardly. exercise

-any pressure on anybody. :

'Vf)ice Of

Despair

¥t-is not difficult to detect
the’ ' voice ‘of despair 'and
‘ntter demoralisation in the
‘arguments - advising . Mus-
lims to bycott the elections.
.'Dr.-Farldi of Lucknow pro-
rosed-his variant of ‘the by=
cott when he -advised the
Muslims. to. contest elections
only when they. were assured
of 80 per cent support. Char-
acterisiig all .such proposals
as the “result of frustration
and defeatism”, an ex-MLA of
the U.P, Assembly. pointéd out -
in a statement: “Election pro-
-vides opportunities of .estab-
lishing' new relationships.,
Joint electorates help weaken
communal feellngs -among -
both. Hindu and Muslim can-
didates. Even the Jana Sangh
candidates will have to com-
promise:  their : “extremism.
Mutual ‘concessions’ will' have
to be given, - .. T Es

“Muslim  candidates - “will
have to approach non-Muslim

*. voters on common problerms of

v

" “'The Jemaat issued & ques-.-

"~ What in- reality weighed

with the Jamaat, it i3 rea- " the mass of Muaslims, which -
so much divine injunction .
.. as its:failure to forge the

economic well  being”. The
- statement - ended - ‘with. an
appeal to ‘Muslims .to-"keep
their heads high and to have

_sense of the majority commu-

/ity and to join the election

- battle for the sake of national
welfare and solidarity. (Seya<

sat, February-3). - -
- The revival of faith-among
is reflected in these state-

wake of and as part of the
- general democratic growth
.-of “the people, Bt hardly
made Muslim masses amen-

able to counsels. of despair -

. and inaction, - - S
Cause For'
Frustration == -
What Iay, however; behind:
the frustration of a section
was the disilusionment from.

the policies and practices .of
the Congress and its govern-

-ments which was the common:

“Teeling prevalent among most .
Muslims. E ’

“The injustices perpetrated-
on the Muslim minorities: by
the .Congress during. its -re-
glme”, wrote the Seyasat
editorially, “the  anti-Muslim
riots In Madhya Pradesh and’
following them In Aligarh and

cther towns of ~UP. ‘are -

wounds which ‘are still fresh .
in our hearts”. - o
* The paper complained that

“there . was- no - independent

enquiry of -any of ‘these riots,
no action was taken against
any of the officers who had
failed to - maintain law and
order and protect the- lives
2nd property of the people.
belonging to.the minority. No ]
legal steps were taken against’
the communal organisations
responsible - for . the riots”
(Seyasat, January 25). o
The - Daily - -Sangam "-of '
Patna chose to raise some
Ppertinent - questions “ in its -
Republic Day Issue: ‘“Does
every class and. commu-
nity”, asked-' the  paper,
' “enjoy equal:status in the
country? - Does every com-
- munity ' enjoy . religious,
social, cultural and econo- -
mic - equality in the coun-

try?” The answer, obviously, -

was in the negative.

The = Jabalpur - . correspon-
dent of the Dally Paigham of

. Eanpur. reported that “Con-

gress -electlon propaganda. is
negating democracy. Muslims

" are being told-that unless they
‘Vote Congress they’ will .con- -
tinue to be looted, burnt and -

killed. Muslims are being bul-
lied to join as members of the
Congress. Muslim - workers. of
the PSP and the CPY are being *
threatened” (January.19); - -
The Sangam. of Patna com-
plained -that “the High Com-<
mand had promised to give
the minorities: greater Tepre-
rentation than their percent-
age, but -this -has not been
done. For 2,833 Assembly seats’
cnly 121 Muslims bhave been

-given tickets” (January 15).

‘While other  papers did not "
bother about ‘the number of
Congress tickets given to Mus<
lims, they complained dbout
the type of persons selected: as

Congress- candidates. - W
.. Thus, the Sadae Aam com-

‘national “reconstruction ' and

faith in. the fraternal .good

ments and ‘which could not.
be shaken even by the spate.
of recent riots, came in-the

s And

' plained, for
Mehr - Chand"

‘the son of “Mahashay. Kri-~ -

of - Pratap—a noto-

being given Congress tickets.
" 'The Paigham attacked:the
‘selection ".of . Seth . Govind
-Das “who _as member.: of

. > Parliament has represented.
" the interests of sacred ani--
mals moere than. that of"

human’ beings.-In the 1941
- Jabalpur riots :Sethji had
-reported Muslims to be the

attackers. By selecting such

people as-'its candidates,

the. 'Congress. had- dis~
appointed Muslims” (Janu-.
ary. 19)'._ A -

“The 'Payame Mashriq  of
‘Delhi “wrote: ‘“The situation
has Teached- a:stage when a
section of Muslims -has begun
‘thinking if at all there s a
difference "between the - Con--
-gress .and the Jana Sangh
Arom’ the point  of view of
Indian Muslims. ' What is it
that the Jana Sangh does and
the Congress does not.do?” ..
. Congress leaders who were
not' unaware of. this situation

have taken hurried steps to .

retrieve their. position among
the. Muslms.™ The Congress
‘introduced the long overdue
correction in its stand on Urdu
in the Delhi Corporation.- .

- In' Uttar Pradesh “the Con-
gress Party has made the pro-
nise that after success in the
elections’ Urdu will no more .
be ‘neglected as was the case

during the edrlier regime. -

Urdu will -be provided all
(Sangam January 20).
In Bihar the recent decision

opportunities of development™ ‘

posing Hind! g3 the sole ‘me-
dium ‘of examination for all
students with' immediate

effect was again postponed )

for another four years,

In the first interview grant- '

ed by the. Chiéf Minister .to
the Anjuman Taraqqi-e-Urdu,
deputation after four years of"
JDersistent efforts all 'demands
concerning Urdu were either

“conceded” or promised to be .

sympathetieally looked into.
"The interesting - - point .

© ‘about it,: however, 'is that
* these . ‘' concessions . were"
granted only after the Anjn-
... man Taraqgl-e-Urdu * Pre-
- sident "had. announced his
“intention to contest the
.- Chief Minister in his consti-
‘tuency where more ‘than 40
m cent ‘voters  weré Mus-

Ministers =
Wooing

_Congress Ministers seem to
be going out of their way to
woo Muslim: voters, They :are
going about “addressing sec-

tional -conférences of ‘Mus-

lims like the Shia conference,
the. Momin - conference, etc, .
The. acceptance of .various
types of
demands . {s  announced on

such .occasions. - R
_~For example, at Hajipur in-
FBihar: where . the popular
Commimist *leader Ki:
Prasanna Sinhs is contesting
the Irrigation - Minister Dip-
Narayan Singh, the latter got
organised - the ‘local '‘college
Urdu: soclety meeting in g big
way and in his ‘ecapacity ias.
secretary of the college anno-
unced the sanction of an addi-

TN iy
& BN

éxzainﬁle, about’
e at

riously. communsl paper -

long - standihg

B

" tional post of an Urdu lec-

© turer in 'that meeting

- t0 see through these conces-

sions’’ as ‘election tricks. It
- does; riot -touch  their hearts,
"They are not convinced of the.

, Congress bona fides..

/. “If after all that has hap- .

~.pened to.the Muslims. during
the 14 years of Congress rule”
wrote the Seyasat, “there dre
-Still to-be. found-Musims loyal
. to the Congress, who have the

-.courage to appeal to Muslims

:to. vote- Congress then the
"cfime of the  Jana:. Sanghi
Muslim of Ajmer becomes very
small indeed!”, : :

~ ~ The Seyasat, here, wag re- -
ferring to the fact that the- -

, Jana " Sangh . -election eam- "
paign’ in Ajmer was inaugu-
rated by a  Muslim: Abdul
Jabbar Khan ‘who eclaimed

- that the Jana Sangh was a

nor_liciommw organisation.
Anger At
Congress -

\pathy-to_ the Congress which
distinguishes.  the. . Maslim
- attitude in. this -election
‘from that - in the- earlier
elections: The .Congress has
“to_ thank itself .and nome
~other for this development.
. Congress indifference to the
problems of the minorities,
its __ilnppressipn ?f the demo-
cratic urges- of the people
- including the Muslim minp;-_'
rity, its policy of open door.
to the communalists and all.
* other reactionaries, its. at-

lections

‘of the Patna University. tm- -

.tempts to explolt caste ana
- 'communal ' differences . for

.election ends—all- these are

-factors ‘which have led to
_ - disillusionment among Mus-

. Communal and - reactionary
elements are out to exploit
ghls ;ituation.' Even the Jana
angh .seeks to gain respecta-
bility among Muslims at the
cost of the Congress. =~
. The. Swatantra  Party. has -
Set up an Impressive number -
of Muslims on’ its ticket, has
been pPublishing in Bihar a .
weekly ' paper and -extensive .
campaign’ Hterature in Urdu
'and s concentrating on " the
ex-zemindars, -big ' farmers’
and- the ‘professionals among
the Muslims. -~ - !
_ The ' Jamaat-e-Islami- per- .
mitted: its-adherents to stand
gn 3 ts:;tantra .- ticket, The
wa 8 propaganda “aga~
inst Indla’s’ foreign- pollcyggis
finding its echo iIn the -pro~
Pakistani sentiments of 2 sec-
tion. of the Urdu ‘Press. . o
“..- Thus,. Krishna  Menon is
" ‘being opposed on the ground
that he ignores the danger .

from China -in order -to

divert - attention = against
Fakistan, But after Rajaji's -
- statement  eulogising Jana

.'Sangh _revivalism, 'Muslim -

- communalism had to cool
-off, apparently, -
~‘The Jamaat-e-Islami Chief
in his long article: on “What
The "Muslims. Should po” In
the elections indulges in:a

.bitter ‘anti-Communist tirade,

enters into : involved " argu-
ments and goes -round . and
Tound but cannot bring him-
self- to say, concretely -which -
particular “party - or ‘parties
the  Muslims should-- support
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It is not difficult for people -

"It is this growing anti-

.~well 'as Sen to reply to

"~ and July 13, 1960, by the “Ko-
_thari Charity. Jrust”
family.
-known ]
- Sugachand”,” o

and a
business - coneern, -
as “Paramsukh sukh = Das
_ Girdharidas Kothari trans-
terred as-a trustee (jointly

with two others). and as the .
‘owner of the concern “Param-
sukh Das Sugachand” three

“fer deed that the
. Charitable. Trust” and

bighas of land -to:the Union

Law Minister and his wife.-. .

It is recorded in the trans-
“Pa-

“Kotharl. -

ramsukh Das Sugachand” had -
. purchased these three bighas

of land as benamdars on be-
half of the Union Law Minis-
ter and his wife and transfer-

1ed the plot to them at their R

request. - .
... Shortly after this, an ar-

bitrator . was  appointed,
. either by the  Union - Law

. * Minister himself or under’

- Promode Daé‘.Gupta,

has come; to our notice.

‘Ceértain ~  allegations ' haye
'been made in the said report -
about the Union Law Minister,

Asoke :Sen. We would expect
the Government of Indtlz as
ese

g,llegatipns.

\ “ The réport about Sen i3 as

“follows: The Union Law Min-

" “ister and his - wife, Anjana

Sen, have of late become own-
ers of ‘three bighas of land at
5, Judges Court Road. Accord-

" “ing to the present: value of:

‘land, .the ‘price of ‘one:katha

.. of land ‘at Judges Court Road-

cannot be less than Rs. 15,000.
The value of ‘three bighas of

- 'land would be on the basis of

" this’ calculation; at least nine
lakhs of ‘rupees. (Rs. 960,000).
" '<The method, of ‘acquiring
the ownership of this plece of

. "land 'has been rather novel..
- . .Girdharidas Kotharl, a ne-

" phew of Birla, 15 the real own-
" “'er of the Hind Construction

;- Co, Ltd. This firm has execut-

- ed many different types of - °
" contracts. receivéd from the .

: Government of India.

COMPARY - -
UNDER FIRE -
" One of the ~very. big.jobs
. . undertaken by the Company-

‘ was in- connection with the

:-construction of : the . naval

" - dockyard, involving _crores
©lioof rupees, o e

.. One'of the terms of agree~

-+ —: mentg between the Govern-

merit-and the Company was

" - that in’case’of any dispute "
-~ op/difference of opinion be- -
" tween the parties'ag to whe- -

- Start of it'he:‘-‘-'ll‘it.le Deed R

“TRANSFER
%" 1t is rather curious that’

: S_eci:et#ryj - West Bengal

" State Council of the Communist Party of India has
- - issued the following statement: -~ . .
. A report of & grave nature

ther the work was being
" execated in accordance with.
the agreements, the-Union.
‘Law Ministry would appoint
" an -arbitrator, -whose deci-

~.sion in the matter would be *

-binding. on ‘both parties. - ..

“The Government’ ‘of India

.claimed over two . crores of
“Tupees -from the Hind Cons-

.truction. Co. -because it s

learnt the work in connection

‘with the construction of the..

Naval Dockyard was consider-
ed to be unsatisfactory, and,
as such, it'was not approved
by the Government. :

The matter was,- therefore,
.referred to thé Union Law
Minister for appointment, in
terms of the:. aforementioned
agreement of an arbitrator.

CURIOUS -

when the matter was al-
ready ‘in -the hands " of the
‘Union Law Ministry and
both parties were -awaiting

trator, Girdharidas Kothari
fransferred, as a trustee and
‘as the owner of - a family

- business, . the’ aforemention-

- ed three bighas of land. to
the Union Law Minister and

- his wife o January 30, 1961,
The' whole history - of . this
'c'r'ansre;v is récorded ' In the
" Book: No. 1, vol-35, pages 185-

190, No. 816 of 1961 and Book. :

" No. 1, Vol-39, pages 246-150,

“'No. 827 of 1961 of the Regls-

trar of Assurance, Calcutta.
These - three bighas and

: chased between 'June 14,1960

“ of.. the

- the appointment of an arbi--

other plots of lands were pur-.

his instructions. After a pre-
liminary enqguiry the arbi-

“.trator _is reported to have - -

" given his opinion against the
' Government, although there

" has been no hearing in the
" 'matter till now, "~ .

LEGITIHATRE

‘QUESTIONS -

/

. 'The’ publie, cali’ legitimately
demand satisfactory answers _

‘to, the following questions:

o 1) Is "the above report, .
. which has'coriie to our zotice;

true? - Sl :
"'2) What is the main -object

-Cabinet Ministers = or others
-one of the aims and objects of
this charitable institution?
"Did the sald Tr:st take allllly
‘decision. or adopt ‘any resolu-
-tion. regarding - this. benami

4

.purchase? .- If - 50,» on -what ¥

- srbitrator has gone
the Government, has it thou- -
-ght "of. taking . fresh steps. in
“Rotharl . Charity
"-Trust”?  Is the purchase of":
--properties as benamdars for

" Asoke Seh’s .haix_le api)ears on tlus page.-.

10) In view of the fact-that
the preliminary finding of the

the matter? - Does it propose
to take the entire' matter out
of the hands of the Union Law

.Minister or has . it already

date?: Is‘the Trust.entitled to -

any such resolution? .

3) What is the nahire of the
Union Law Minister’s.. - rela-
'tions with' the ‘firm of “Pa-
ramsykh Das s%%achand "
‘sparticularly when the owner
'.g! the said concern is Girdha-.
.. ridas Kothari?

take such a decision or adopt . -

~ 4) Can the Union Law Min--

ister appoint'ag his benamdar
a businessman who is directly
- involved "in’ many  -contracts

- with 'the Government of In- -

cdla? ot VI
5) Can any Cabinet Minister

. acquire properties through the _
- -medium of such benamdars?
- .8)-Can the Union Law.Min- -
'ister. acquire properties from

@ person who has different

. types of claims on the Govern--~
ment of India, Involving crores -

of rupees, and for the settle-.

ment of which the Union Law -
'Minister is empowered to ap- -

point an arbltrator? .

"PROBE - .
BEQUIRED

. 7) ‘Will the Government of - . £:
India institute. - an . enquiry -

- into this affair with a view to
“finding out the fruth?

.plot of land was a gift? ..

.'8) Wil , the -Covernment {3
‘make ‘an eniquiry whether the . .

done so? :

- - The sum due fo the Gov-
ernment of India iIs, it goes

against -

without saying, money due’

fo the  people. Theéy are .
‘directly interested - n. this
matter, as it involves crores
‘upon crores of  rupees. It
. appears that the final jud-
“'gement :in’ regard‘ _to-the
- Government’s ~.claims - has
not yet-bheen proncunced. )
We have, therefore, raised -

- the matter in -the hope that -
" necessary steps will be taken -
to safeguard
the people. .

the interests of

- 9)'Will the Government Ins- . -5%4

_-titute an-enguiry into" this -’

affair as it -had ‘done in: the

| NEWAGE
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“case of Dalmia ahd Mundhra? .- -

" Officlal seals of certification. . . .-




- ruary 4).

" ‘a similar statement

~"..-Clenga was in the Binza mnili-
. tary. camp, and at -the v,

. ter of ‘the Interlor of the Cen-

- tral Government of the Congo

- Republic issued a press state-:

‘ment- (January 25) stating .

" LAHORE, -

A wardy - is' interpreted here

- came at the climax of a serles

- 'developmeénts which if' per-
_-mitted - to run -their normal -

.- .doom’ of the Ayub regime,
' wardy during the last one year

" ‘had been “active in reforging
- hig links with various .poliZ ..

L impression’ of being apathe-

' ~.wardy was in fact very busy

T . Ayub regime,

- PR L

. Antoiné Giienga;"Dépu
Republic of Congg, is threat

fate,‘ay exactly a ‘year ago met - the -great Patiice
-, Lumumba; Make fio mistake about it; do not be lulled -
. into.a feeling: of complacence by the statements made’
- by interested parties-to the. effect

ty Prime Minister of the
ened today with the same :

' Gizenga is only under “profection?. Gizenga’'s life is in
-danger, terrible danger from ‘the very same forces. as-
were responsible for the ‘assissination of Lumumba.

HE . latest news is .that

. % Gilzengg -has been trans- -
-.  ferred from the Mobutu -para-"
" - .troopers’ .camp. at- Binza to
- ,Moanda on the Atlantic Coast.”
., .- Prime Minister Cyrille Adoula -

has “assured” UN. Secretary--

. General U. Thant. that “Mr. .
.+ Antolne -Gizenga was in ‘no

danger,” (AP. & AFP, Feb-
- . The facts, hoyie{rgr,. give no
,cause - whatsoever, -for .any.
Sense¢of rellef: T
‘@ The ‘events leading - fo
. Gizenga’s._ imprisonment
bear-a striking resemblance to-

: : “the events which ended in

the asSassination of Patrice

' Lumumba: And remember, the

~world ‘learnt ‘of.’ the -murder
several days- after: the . foul

- - deed had been .committed.
©.@ As’ for Adowla’s -assur-
" ance, however, well-inten-
" lioned they may or.may not .

‘be, the fact is that he !?Zde
i . Leo--
veldville - at: the: time' when

moment when: Gbenye, Minis-.

that  he—the Minister -in-

charge of Security—had.been '~
~refused * permission’. to see
* - Gizenga by the Mobutu para-
.. .troopers.. - . -

The Minister 'of the Inte-

) - rior told press. correspon-

The * arrest’ of " Suhra-
as-a sign of ailing health

- of ‘Pakistan’s " military re-

- gime - rather than of its-

-~ robust physique. .
_"KNOWLEDGEABLE circles*

claim - that the arrest of
the  former  Prime- ‘Minister

of major . behind-the-scene
course would have spelt the
It is'now known that Suhra-

tical .elements in. the-country,
Besides, he was trying to re-

- ¥ive important contacts in the
“defence forces, : . :

" Although- ostensibly - in-
: actlve—almost  giving the

tic. towards politics—Suhra- -

- 'to pick up ‘the- lost - threads
of Pakistani politics. Inevit-
ably, his main base was East
;Pakistan, and . he  found

- there that'the soil was ripe
-for ‘a- big push to oust -the

T Conditicris in East Pakistan .

- have_ throughout - been- bad*
. .Since the inception of Pakis- -

tan.. The - economic ~exploita-

"“tion of this agrarian orphan-

age by the -more - powerfil
groups of the:vested interests .
irom' West ' Pakistan led. not -

_only to bitter resentment but
" -to. a rankling complex among
- - East Pakistanis of being tteat-

ed as the colontal inferlorg bZ'
akistan,

dents then that he regarded
" Dormal and unlawful, since
Gizenga enjoyed'parliamen-
tary immunity and no offi-
. cial_charge had been magde

‘correspondents that he had

learat that Gizenga was il -
cof ‘me/zdical

-and in' need
_ assistance. -

'@ :That Gizehga is not under

_ any ‘sort of “protection”
has been proved >
closure that he “wrote to
-Adoula demanding his release
- from the “cage” into wHich he
had béen thrown, with barbed
"wire all round. and: the win-
dows and ‘doors barred. .
® -Suspiclous " also are the
.. statements of Sture Iin-
ner. {the Swedish special re-
' presentative of the U.N. Secre-
tary-General' in the Congo)
that he has met Gizenga who
Is. “‘comfortable” and “well~
fed” and that Gizenga did not

_accept. United Nations “pro- -

. tection”” and had -given in ..

-writing that the UN. “bears:
“responsibility - for ~his .

-'Dsafety”. ) . R .

{ Sture Linner was Bam-

no

- morskjoeld’s . choice, when

carry out the imiperialists’
orders in the Congo. He has
close  business links with
the U.8. imperialists, being
connected as a director-
‘with the Lamco Joint Stock.

- Company—a, joint. Swedish-
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Secondly, the glamour of
the military regime has worn

out'by now. The high expecta-

tions generated at the time of .

the ‘military -take-over - have
been belled. . The -widely-held

- view that the Army would at

least weed out corruption hag

-disappeared ” with "the new
‘round of patronage that came
~into the milita ’

_ tary junta.
. In fact, the man in the

. street talks quite openly to-

day that the Army take-over

-”" has-in reality meant the re-

> Dlacement of one group of
corrupt - civilian-politicians
by another group of egually
corrupt soldlers-politicia.ns,
nothing more, C

" Thirdly, the weapon of re-

pression used so liberally by -

President Ayub’s men had an

. unexpectedly adverse effect in

those - pockets . of ‘Pakistan:
which had: the traditions of

'_poli_tical actlvity in the past. -

-In - East Bengal, 'although

. there was a temporary setback
~for. all political elements, no

party could be totally smashed

/up.. ‘The Awami League, the

National - Awami ° Party—of
which Maulana Bhasani is the
leader-—as also -the: Commu--
nist ‘Party could hold ‘on to
their- -bases . despite - all  the

rigours  of illegal conditions

that they had to face.
“Ominously significant for -
Rawalpindi has been  the
growing. realisation by these
underground Opposition
groups in East Pakistan to

come :-to :'some " soit of ‘an -

T .
. i

that all is well, .

-Gizenga’s treatment as ab-

against him. Gbenye “told’

by the dis- .

Rajeswar Dayal failed to

~..Statare of an. all-Pakistan

American’ concern” for' the
-exploitation of the wealth
v.of Liberia; - .. 5T

And now, on the eve:of his
- replacement as UN. repre-
sentative in the Congo by.a

protected” and that the UN.
cannot be blamed, if by any
chance,’h he loses his Iifel > -

All ‘men and women 1in-all
countries who value liberty
- and peace, justice and human
-rights, are, therefore, serious-
. 1y concerned. . :

As ~ Plerre ‘Mulele, . former

“to -Uquidafe. Gizenga;- who,
-after the murder of Lumumba,

represents ~Congolése : resist-

;ance to the. Balakanizing of
the 'Repubuc of the : Congo”. *

"In every way, Glzenga has’
.'become  the .symbol ' of ‘the

struggle to carry forward: the .-
policles' of Lumumba, :against .

‘the imperialists” neo-colonial-
‘ist plans in-the Congo."" - -

A well-1aid conspiracy has
“led ‘up to 'Gizenga’s arrest:
The false' vofing . in - the
riimp “Parliament” - (from

ed members were absent—

_.Dbrevented Afrom participat-
ing); the wicked :lies’ about
Gizenga’s so-called “respon-
sibility” for the- killings ‘of

;-the Ialian airmen dnd

" European missionaries; - the

sending of UN. troops aga-.

inst Gizenga on the {rump-

understanding - among them-

selves, -, . .; .

© - It is: Tearnt” that during

- the ‘Iast six months, : very
important " confabulations
had - taken : place . ‘between’
these - three: main Opposi-
tion elements in .East -Pak- '
istan—the Awami League,

- the National Awami Party

‘Ghanaian official, Linnei has’
acted fast . to’ “assure” the
world : that Gizenga is.“well- *

Minister of- Education in ‘the
"Congolese - Government has -
sald, the imperialists’ -aim. is .

_. which nearly half the elect-.'
either Eilled; imprisoned or -

“ed-up’ charge that he was .

- “seceding”-from the Congo.’ Gizenga was. brought to Leo-
‘poldville ‘by the ON. It was
'+ the UN. . which- handed him .
v.cver to’the Mobutu  gangs. .

. The "UN.. forces, saccording

. to the “Securify . Council - re-.

solution of November 27, were
to. use ‘force against Tshombe
and ‘disarm the foreign mer-
cenarles in Katanga, -

In complete violation of this
resolution, -the - UN. "actually

-Tiade “peace™ with Tshombe, -
e’ very  moment '.When. .
-they’ could ‘have - brought - the

. at “thy

. foreign ‘mercenaries’ to. heel
and helped the unification of
the Congo, = Dot
.- - It ‘was ‘not Tshombe who
was . put - in . prison, - but

foreign - imercenaries-  who

‘forces of the Congo. -
"It 13 this which calls
serlous thought and . decisive
action by every Indian, who is

proud of our. country’s great:

name for its steadfast battle

’

'The ‘fact -1s that" Indlan

Gizenga. ¥t . was not the -

were fought by the UN. but-
the ' patriotic . Lumumbaist -

tor.

against ‘imperialism and-colo- s
nialism,. - © " - lity, together with

4And whatever Linner may say,
e UN. is ‘responsible for
.Gozenga’s life. ) "

As long as our troops are
“'used.’in the Congo, Indiz .

has g vital role to play. Our .
“officérs and ‘men cannot be
allowed to be used by a U.N.
- “Command which. plays . the.
_game ‘of : the  imperialist
;. forces—the_ ‘old imperialists
- who seek to retain-.their

. stranglehold qver the riches -

‘of the Congo.as well ag the
new U.S. imperialists, who
.Seek to’'grab Congo’s wealth

for themselves,
It 1s'a solemn moment for

“-India, Our prestige has risen & -
high - following Goa’s- libera- - #°

‘tion.. Let’.our name not be
* sullied ‘at -this hour, by in-
difference 'to. our responsibi-
L the rest ot
the - anti-imperialist, \ peace-

troops are fighting under ‘the. loving- countries ‘and forces,

- UN. Command in Congo. 'The
Indian- people - supported - the -
sending -of ‘these - troops. to.

carry out the UN. resolutions,
.Which - sought . to ‘defend ‘the
sovereignty -and Integrity of
the Congo. -Qur men'have-laid

cign mercenaries, ' .. .
“But today,.once again, the
UN. Command has assisted

--the. 'imperialist - conspiracy

agalnst GiZenga afid in favour
of Tshombe and the Union
Miniere (the. imperialist' ex-

.. regime;

. Meanwhile, important deve-
lopments took place in West
akistan t0o. It 1s-learnt that
.Suhrawardy recently held im-
poriant’ -talks . with .@. M.
Syed’s. group in Sind. ‘'The

down their lives in the fight-
- against Tshombe and the for-

- operate . against the Ayub
e, s

for- the 'safety: of . Antoine
-Gizenga., .~
*:The battle for

. Indian ‘people must demand

_ that the Government of India

_uses all the power and influ="
ence' it commands to. ensure *

that "Gizenga i3 freed . and
that the imperialist plot to -

~ kill him i3 scotched,

= ROMESE

ploiting company in Kata.ngg.); ]

_programme of this group was ' -

“known to be radical.-

" Though driven to the wall
,‘_b'y repression under the milj-
tary regime) this group stuck

on to - its progressive  pro-
gramme. And so it was natu-

| % SEE PAGE 17 -

and the CP.—with the
objective of forging a united.
front: L .
Of these, the Awami League
has by far the widest follow-
ing, while Maulana Bhasani -
‘wields tremendous: inflience.
The Communist Party, though
small, has come- very ‘much’
Into the picture, thanks not
only to its well-knit organisa--
‘tiin: in East ' Pakistan but to .
President - Ayub’s - repeated
"warnings ‘about Red’ menace
. Which helped to _create in the
‘popular mind’ an understand-.
able impression that the Com-
smunists must be: ‘formidable
-enough. to earn- so much. of
‘notice ' from - the -strong-mian
President of Pakistan. - -
- The " difficulty .0t these
Opposition- .groups - in East
Pakistan had béen that they
by themselves.-had ‘no - all-
Pakistan * standing.” Hence,
they - contacted Subrawardy
vho was once .2 very ‘active
leader of the Awami ‘League,
. -’ /And 'so Suhrawardy pro-
vided = these C
groups—all - united - under
the slogan of struggle aga-
- inst . the mi - dictator-.
:- ship~with the much-needed

;"' leader, ' For. Suhrawardy’s

., part, . Was an excellent:| .
-base for,him from ‘which to.

NEWAGE . . .-

__ MUSLIMS

* FROM PAGE 2

in' the eléctions (Dawat, Feb-
.ruary 4), g "

. Where the democratic move-

‘ment i3 strong - Muslims - are
coming forward 1n large num-
Lers in.active support of ‘the

parties .of democratic opposi-

tion, - : :
. But here an' exception. has”

-to_be made, especially -in the

case.of the PSP whose influ-
ence is on the wane. Its oppor-
tunistic". alliance . "with . the.
Muslim League in Kerala has
proved to- be of little avail..
For one thing, its opportu- -
nism and -lack ‘of prineiple
has led it to, fraternise with -

‘equal abandon with parties of

Hindu communalism; the Jana

Sangh and the RBS in other. .

parts of the country -and on.

"various ocecasions.: .-

- In ‘a.place like Jubbalpore
Where the PSP used to' enjoy
ride of place with the Con-
gress and where Congress in-
fluence among Muslims. has -
lgooslz.g down, the PSP, too, has

tion the PSP hag put up .
*.strong ;. fight -against the

“In the 1ast ‘general elee-

N Cb_ngro;sé in the two consti-
" tuencies of Jubbalpore.-This
-~ time the situation is differ-

.Tent. Its" fop .leaders have .

. Tesigned from- the Party.

_The remaining ones are not .

~ - Prepared to contest on PSP
tickets,. ‘In. “the Muslim
majority. wards PSP .influ-
énce built ‘up over.the last

few years hag considérably -

dwindled” : (Paigham,, Janu-
ary). Broadly this is true of
the PSP everywhere in the
country. -~

Despite - the ﬁ‘antic calls

of the Jamaat-e-Islami and .
other ‘communalists, it is the

Communist Party under-whose -
banner the democratic'masses -
of Muslims are. gathering to .

‘face the battle ‘of the ballots. .

They know. the: Communist
Party as the genulne secular .
and . non-communal . party’
which boldly fights for justice
to all-the oppressed. including
the:. minorities, which .. con-
sistently, fought for the rights
of Urdu-speaking - minorities,

.Which removed. alt disabilities
from' the M

during the .brief period-of its .

in -Kerala

rule_there and. which seeks to
establish ti'ue.,-ilemocracy. In’

the country.. .
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more powerfuol . than. all, .. |

) the release

. of Gizenga 13 today the battle - .
Zor the defence of the Congo. .
-Irom imperialist ravages, The

» DUTY -

' JANA SANGH

2 .'Strangel& the election baitle in the Ihdian capital
~is being carried out without the usual blare of loud-

speakers, processions and big rallies,
_ tion to this was the rally held by b
- January 21, which was addressed by. Pandit Nehru.

The only excep-
the Congress on

But the poster war is on and one can see all sorts of

- posters issued by various

‘party candidates, independ-

. ents and, of course, by deserters _and dissatisfied

: Con_gressmen;

T,HE ‘election” tempo. is,

however, rising day by
day. At.the present the vari-

ous’ parties are satisfied by -

making -house-to-houseé con-

tacts, holding small baithaks -
‘and ‘issuing leafléts and pos-
-. ters. In Delhi, the-election ds -

being contested in' five Par--
Hamentary and. 80 Municipal

Corporation seats. The three .

main- parties in’ the fleld, in
addition'to independents, are:

Jana Sangh,

 CHALLENGE
In-an interview ‘the Secre-

" tary of the Delhi State Coun-

. ‘Ten out of. these 21 candi- -

-cil of the. CPI, M. Fardoqui,

told me that the Communist
Party 13 contesting -only ‘one
Parliamentary. seat," but for
the Corporation this time it
has announced 21 candidates
as compared to 14 last time.

dates are in the Outer Delhi
area from .where Baldev Singh

* is .the Communist Party can-’

‘ 1 leaders. Kunwar Lal Gupta

" | Jana Sangh leaders had re-

* | moeratic Jana Sangh.

didate for the Lok Sabha,

After - . furnishing. ~these

. -details’ Farooqui replied .to
some of the more important

questions.  Speaking ' about:
-/ the main characteristics of -

the present election in Delhi
he. said:: “This

JANA SANGH
. ROGUES

THE Jana Sangh has

put ‘up one degl for
-| one of the Parliamentary
seats. ‘He is an unknown
| person but he made a lot
‘of 'money during the war
and after it. He, it is said,
is financing some of the:

Corporation. o
1 Another candidate from
_outer Delhi Trilok Chandra
Sharma, a recent - recruit

and one of the richest per-
1 sons in Outer Delhi, is also
going to spend a lot” of
money for the Jana Sangh
nominees in the Corpora-.
‘| tion elections.. | :
- It has put up Prof. Maha-
vir for another Parliamen-
tary seat. This gentleman,
it 1s said, has been imposed
on the insistence of RSS

{ who_  supported -the Jana

by-election for a‘Corpora-
tion seat is an Independent
candidate from this area.

"] It is said that the Jana
.| Sangh had promised to sup-
port his candidature ‘for
Parliament at this time but
now it refuses to fulfil that
.| promise. <

. 'This is indicative of the
| growing influence - of the
.RSS over the Jana Sangh.
Some time back some of the

signed: and. formed an-

. his " time ' the -
* /Congress. and ‘the Jana ..
Sangh both are. making. a

Jana Sangh seats for thef

Sangh in the Kamla Nagar |-

organisation known as De-{...

.. .FEBRUARY 11, 1962.-

" determined bid.to capture a

majority” in -the Municipal
_ Corporation.” The ' Jana
Sangh is contesting . practi-.
cally all the seats of the
‘Corporation.”. Last time ‘it
> had contested only 55 seats.
“It 18 encouraged 'by. two
factors, firstly the ‘two victo-

- ries in the recent by-elections

—Parliamentary and Corpora-
tion. That Hhas given it a big

" boost and. raised its morale.
- the Congress, Communists and -

“Secondly, they. are taking

. advantage of the communal
-bassions generated by the sad

events in Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh.” They want

- -to consolidate Hindu votes on

a communal basis. - We have
the experience of the last two
by-elections .when they asked
for votes in the name of the
cow and Hindu Rashtra”, he
said. et

. About the Congress Farooqui .

they  are re@y not- serious
about fighting-the communal

~forces.- In one of the by-

elections the Communist Party

" had supported - the . Congress
‘candidate but the seat was

lost to the Jana Sangh. After

this defeat some of the lea-- -

ders of -the Congress - had
taken the position that they
were defeated because of the
Communist support”; Farooqui
sald.” - : :
Further he pointed out that
the Congress leaders are pre-
pared to give ticket to a per-
son who was in the Swatantra
-till recently and turned Con-
gressman overnight but they

were not prepared to leave -

even those seats for the Com-.
munists where they have
chance. - - - T
~'A top Congress leader re-
cently remarked in an arro-
gant way that the Commu-
nists will not get more than
two or three seats. One of
their leaders is reported to
have said at a meeting of
" the Congress workers that
-after all the main. danger:
- to the Congress is from the
Communists. : ’
* - Thus, the local Congress, it
can- be said; is not serious

" M. FAROOQUI

 Imterviewed By

‘sald, “the Conigress leaders
made an attempt to patch up
their differences but they

have failed to do it. This time -

the rift 'is ‘widér and resigna-
tions are coming on a bigger

". scale. Vaidya Ganapat Ram, a

sitting Congress Councillor, is

" contesting the Outer Parlia-

mentary constituency against

: the -official - Congress. candi-

date. o
. “A number of posters
" have appeared during the
- last few days . expressing
‘dissatisfaction = with ° the
manner- in which tickets
have been distributed. In

several places tried and-

trusted -old Congressmen
‘have been pushed out and
tickets have been given to
entirely " new ' people, the-
‘only criteria being that
they are monied-men.

- MUSLEM
DISCONTENT

“There is diésatisfactlon
among = the

Congressmen. )
" “The Jana Sangh is mis~

using "this -dissatisfaction. - It-

has encouraged Muslim inde--
pendents to stand in the cons-
tituencies where there is some
percentage of Muslim voters.
It is feared that some of the
Muslim voters may not go.to
_the polls at all”, he observed.

‘Farooqui revealed that Mir-

- za Ahmad Ali, a sitting mem-_
“'ber of Rajya Sabha, has been *

. encouraged by the Jana Sangh

.to contest as.an Independexgt,
" candidate for ~ Lok = Sabha.

It 13 also known that Mirza
was in the Organising Com-
. mittee -of. the Swatantra
“Party when it was formed in
Delhi some time back.
“Although the Congress lea-

~ders - pose - to. be non-com-

‘munal, secular and so on bat

0. P. HERROTRA

Muslims “.that -
. enough- Congress tickets have ‘
not been given to Muslim_

about fighting the menace .of

“eommunalism represented by-

Jana Sangh in Delhi. .-
About the prospects of vari-
ous: parties Faroogui pointed
‘out” that -although both -the
Congress and the Jana Sangh
claim that they will get a
majority in‘ the Corporation,
‘the fact ‘is -that no political
party is-likely to get an abso-
“lute majority. )
Replying to my question
about the PSP Farooqui point-
ed out that it has practically
no mass influence in Delhi.

“In the last elections they
had put up more candidates
than us but they got only one
seat and even this lone
PSPer in the Corporation
‘deserted them and joined the
Congress.” - I

“Now with the resignation
of Mir Mushtag Ahmad

‘the PSP, we might say, has

received a -death blow. The

leadership ‘of the PSP has
now been taken over by.

Brij Mohan Toofan, a well-

"known anti-Communist who

. ives more often in Europe
than in Delhi,” he said.

The PSP has- announced a -

dozen candidates for the Cor-
poraticn elections and they
have particularly chosen those
constituencies where the Com-
munists are strong.  Their
‘main purpose-is to raise the

fiag of anti-Communism in:

these areas. -
" Farooqui said it will be an
election surprise if even one
PSP candidate saved his
deposit. . .

-For the Parliament the PSP

has put up a.candidate in the
‘New Delhi Constituency. This
will lead to division of secular

votes, and thus help’the Jana -
Sangh. The true role of secu-

lar Praja Socialists could have
“not been exposed in a better
wayl, ool T
- About the Communist Party

he said, “We decided not to

: .Nizw_,AGxaf L

no -

~.which - the

contest the Sadar Bazar and '
Old Delhi City seats- because
it 'would split the secular votes
and help the Jang Sangh. Our
.Party naturally would not like
to do this”. . .
To my question about the
main aims of the Party in
the election Farooqui re- .
plied: “FIRSTLY, wé want
.to.increase the strength of
the Communist Party in the
Corporation. SECONDLY, we
- want to defeat the reaction-
ary. communal elements..
THIRDLY, we want the vic-
-tory of certain independents
whose record has been with-
out-any blemish and wheo )
are likely to strengthen the
democratic forces inside the
Corporation”. .

“About the prospects of the
Party be said, “We hope to
better our position. To what

extent, it is difficult to say at -

- this moment.” He added: “we
are basing our confidence on -
these factors: -

@ “Our present .councillors
have nursed their consti-
tuencies very well'and made
a deep  impression on the
"people. In -fact, they :have
been working -as = whole-
timers in these constituencies. -

@ “The work of our council-
. lors inside the Corporation
“has been very good. We have
doggedly defended the people’s
interest, we have fought for
more rights for the elected
wing "as 'against the . execu-
tive,  against .corruption. and
nepotism . for . better -civie
amenities against any increase
In civic -taxes, rates, etc., .
.against the demolition of so-
called . unauthorised houses,
' for the adoption of a policy
with - regard -to slums by
slum  dwellers
-would be settled in those very
areas rather than being up-
rooted. o

“Our councillors’ have
studied the .civic problem
thoroughly, made constructive
proposals and suggestions and
fought for their adoption. The

merit of our work inside the -

Corporation and outside'is re-
cognised even by our oppo-
nents.

COMMUNIST
., ADVANCE
“During - the last few years

cur activities have increased
rapidly. We have taken up

- .popular -demands and cam-

paigned for them. Our Party
branches and workers have
taken up the day-to-day prob-
lems of the people. .

' “We have put up tried and
trusted comrades, including
workers and scheduled caste
comrades, who have done
hard work in the areas from

" where they are contesting.
“Of course, we know our

difficulties. Both the Jana

Sangh and the Congress have

.plenty of money at their dis- -

posal. We cannot match with
them on this score.. Both of
these parties will raise- all
sorts of communal and' caste

"slogans in the elections in -

their own way. It is not going
to be an easy fight for us and
‘our- comrades know. it very
well. But we hope on the basis
of factors enumerated above
that we will overcome some of
these difficulties and improve
our position, .

* Asked about the Swatantra -

Party Farooqui said “let us not
joke about it.” Swatantra is
not a problem here, o

{ing Persian: records jnto

‘me to resign from the

.| to the country I have tnder |-

| wourd like - to walk. alone

.| see India achieving- fullest
'nationhood and- Socialism

PSP LOSES: 1
ITS LEADER |

““T' WENTYTWO years
‘. ago, while translat-

English, the urge of duty’
to.the country inspired

Government Service and
join the freedom move-|.
ment. . - . o

“The concept of -freedom §-
has brought in its. wake
the struggle for power and
to seize it the political par-{°
ties have thrown overboard
ideals, principles and even
basic values, creating con-
fusion worst: confounded,
The results are obvious:-
“After 12.years of the
birth of our biggest demo-
cracy in the-world the
nation today .is as much
disintegrated as- it was
never before. An end has to|
be put to.this rot ag other:
wise it will .endanger the
very foundation of* demo-
cracy. - - . o

“I feel that a dogmatic §
approach tfo. -human -life,
under the party inhibited| . -
whip restricts growth of
democratic values and the

not be best served. t
“I.nspl.reci byufge Ot’_dutj :

the existing circumstances
decided to disassociate my-
self from all political par- )
ties and devote. myself ex-}
clusively. to the task. of}:
unity, solidarity and- ser- f-
vice of the people. .= ¥

“In “my hﬁmble way I

but freely as my consciencé
dictates., I bear no ill-will
against ‘any individual or].
party and my sympathies | . :
and support would, as in |
pust, be always with demo-
cratic-secular-socialist ele- |
ments. - [
“Just as I have lived to
see ‘the end of : foreign| -
domination so shall X con- §
tinue to hope and live to

by means - advocated by} - -
Gandhiji, the Father of the] -
Nation.” I
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_- By MAHESH PRASAD

. A scrntmy of the performance of the Congress '
* Government in solving one’of the most vital problems

aﬂectmg the lives of the major sectionof the Indian
‘- nation, viz. the land problem presents a sorry and dls-

mal picture. .

O ) I'r was expected that with,

S the -transfer .of power to the

o congress Party - about a de-

... .cadé and a-half back and with-

. the. inauguration of the era of.

: planned national - develop--

ment, urgent and active steps’

. would be taken for the speedy:

" golution "of the agrarian pro-. .

blem’ in- response to the re- .

. -quirements of rapid economic

development and the aspira-.

" tions of the multi-million.
.working peasantry of India.’

1% 0 .On the eve of each general

election during the last decade
the-Congress. party has been
xousing the hopes of the- pea--
- 'santry and making bold pro-

‘elamations.. -

) “The boldness. ot ‘its pro-
““elamations. has, = however,
‘been only matched by its
. . 'compromise and " surrender
" ." before the big landowning -

- veésted Interests'who . stand

- in the<way of a pro-peasant

* . solution of the ‘land Pro-
. blem. . ~

-, The COngress eiectlon pro-

'paganda for the third gene-
- ral eléctions is again based on
- an’exaggerated picture of, its
" achlevements in the. sphere

of land reforms and equaily
*; .vagueand audacious promlses

o for the future.

-~ - . " This is fully ‘borne out by

- a piecing, together of ‘the data-

- gnd. observations suppled by -
Planning - - Commission -

T the _
' -which is  the"official agency.
*,. for the formulafion and eva-
: luation of the - progress of

lplanned development in In- -
dia.

RO Accordlng,to the Plan.nlng

< Commission, the objectives of
. - land.reforms in India were
‘ - two fold: .

@ . To create conditions for -

the evolution of an agri-
S cultural economy with high'
_levels of. productivxty ‘and

- efficiéncy.

@ To climinaie all eléments

 _-of social injustice and ex-
ploitation within the agrarian
system, to provide security to -

the tiller of .the.soil and as-~

. . sure equality - of -status and -
* opportunity fo.all sections of’
the rural population

. .FINE
: -osjecnves

;... These - obiectives were

- sought to be achieved by:

., —abolition of intermediaries

© " < or rent-receiving interests;

—the reform of tenancy in-

. . cluding regulation and reduc-

" tion  ‘of rent; - security - of

. tenuré; - the conferment of -
_ right of ownership to tenants;

- —and finally, the imposition

" of. ceilings on agricultural
" holdings. '

".. The abiove measures if im-
plemented were - expected to
lead to ‘the conversion of the
" vast majority of cultivators in
. India into”peasant ‘proprie=
tors In due course, these pea-
sants were “to be. encouraged

- and assisted in organising

~ . themselves into voluntary co-
* . operative bodies for credits,
*~ .. -~ marketting; purchasing, : dis-

tribution and with their con- -

sént,- progressively . also into
production.”

Finie' objectives with whxch
Do one. would ‘have any dis- -
,agreementl But what is the
performance? Let us. review
-the progress in each sphere
-one by one,

‘At the time of independen-v

zamindaris, jagirs and inams

covered more than forty per

cent of the area of the coun-
try. .The 'work of abolition of
intermediary  tenures was’
completed mainly during - the
First Five-Year Plan and in
respect of certain States qur-
ing the period of the Second
Plan. According to the Plan-
ning Commission, as a conse-
quence of the abolition of in-
termediary tenures more than
20 millions of tenants were
brought. into direct relation-

- ship with ‘the State and their

soclal and economic position
was_enhanced. Further, con-
siderable means of cultivable
waste land and private forests
came under the management
of the Government. :
The contribution of this
measure of land reforms in

- curbing the powers "of land- -

-lords which earlier functioned
both as landowners and the
appropriators of vast amounts
of rental incomes, illegal exa-
ction and labour services, ete.,
from the tenants under them,

- must .be acknowledged with-

out doubt.

LAND 10
THE STATE .

‘At the same . time, it is

. necessary to stross that the
scheme of abolition of inter-
mediaries as drawn and im-

_ plemented has to be very
‘clearly distinguished from
the. ontright abolition. of

- landlordism or non-cultiva-

ting ownership - of - land -

which had been the corner-
" stone of Congress proclama-
tions of land policy in the
pre-independence period.’
The abolition of intermedia-
. ries resulted in transfer of
ownership of lands - net to
. the actual cultivators of the
soil but to the state.

It was & Decessary part of

the: scheme that the tenants
would continue to pay the
same rents to the State which
were earlier being paid to the
landlords.

-Thus, the very first measure
of land reforms in indepenc

" dent India failed to provide

to the tiller of the sofl any
substantial material - benefit
.nor did it have much of that
-psychological - impact on the
mind of the peasantry which

in the case of . many other .

" countries was seen to release
the latent productive energies
of the peasant masses.

Tn as much as the landlords
were permitted to retain their

hold over vast areas of sir -

and khudkasht lands which

.were supposed to be under -

their personal cultivation.but
. ‘'were in most cases " actually
_cultivated by tenants at will
or Iarm labourers, considera-
.ble scope remamed for the
‘persistence of landlord-tenant
relationships and the diver-
gence between 'ownership of
land and its cultivation over
large parts of the countryside
‘in India. 3

One of the principal de-
. mands voiced by the peasant
"_movement ever since its birth
had been for the reduction of
the rental burden.-According
o the Planning Commission,
at“the time of Independence
the .customary level of rents
commonly paid by tenants-

at-will, non-accompancy ten-

ants and. share-croppers. over

ce, lntermédiary tenures. like + ‘the greater part of the coun-
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try was one-half of the pro-
duce or more, .

In addition ' to rent very
frequently there - were other
payments which enhanced the
burdens borne by tenants. The
First Five Year Plan had re-
commended. that
rent exceeding one-fourth or
one-fifth of the produce wonld
call for special justiﬂcation »

In the past years legislative
measures have been adopted

fixing & maximum limit to the
amount ‘of . rent a landlord

can legally cnarge from -the

LARGE
VARIATIONS -

There are large variations
in the legislations of different

States in respect of the level.
of . rent legally ' chargeable-

from the tenants In Punjab,
for .instance, ‘it is stiil one-
third of gross produce.

(n case "of crop shares) it'is

in some cases as much " as.

half of the gross produce.
. 'This {5 as regards the loop-
holes in the

different States.. Even when

the legislatiohs have provided -

for reduction of. rents; there
have been serious failures ‘in
the fleld of implementation,

‘The Planning - Commission:

“a rate of

- also considerable ignorance on

In-
Madras it exceeds one-third in -
some cases, In Andhra, Jammu .

, and West ~ Bengal-

«egislations - of.

in this.connection : bas very
candidly.stated: “In the early -

years of tenancy  legislation,. '

it ‘'was observed that reduced -
levels of rents—and indeed -
other conditions of tenancy—
provided for by legislation
were'far from adequately en-
forced, and to a large extent'
customary’ rates contlnued to
prevail X _

“Where’ arrangements for
leasing 1and are arrived at be-
tween ' individual parties va-

riation from the norfms set by

legislation.” can . oceur for a
variety of reasons, for . ins-

* tance if the owner undertakes
. to’ provide seed or -bullocks’ or‘.

pay for irrigation.” * -
“In the beginning, there is

the part of tenants of. the
rights granted by legislation.
‘Where there i3 pressure on
land, and the gocial and-eco-
nomic position of tenants in
the village is weak,.it becomes
difficult for them to seek the
protectlon of law. -

T00 .

cos TLY

" “Moreover, mort to legal
-Pprocesses is costly and gene- '

rally’ beyond the means of
tenants.

_most, of the Asian ¢ountries ~

Thus, in -

many
. Ways;. despite the legislation,

the scales ate 'weighted in
favour. of the - continuance .
‘of. existing terms and con-

e

ditions. Eﬂectlve mplemen-
. tation-of temancy .. Tegisla-
tion, :therefore, . requires
- specially, vigorous and. sus-
_tained action on the partof -
. Government agencies,
" “There’ must” be ° special
efforts not.only  to acquajnt
ténants with the rights due to ~

them but also to bring:about:.
greater understanding on the -

part of the people of .each
area of the objects:of land re-
forms and of the need to com- °

plete them without delay”, =~

FAILURE OF .
ENFORCEMEN T

The failure of the adminis-

. tration to enforce the reduced

levels of rent on' which the
Planning Commission' hgs laid
so0 much emphsasis-is, how-

" ever, only part of the truth,

The basic malady.lles .in the

.very character of the scheme

of land refofms. . . .
It must-be noted that. in

where the. population pres--

sure i3 high-and land is the . )
“scarce factor - in relation to

the manpower . resources, no

- significant reduction’ in rental
levels can be effécted.as long

as:.the landiords are allowed
to" exercise a monopolistic or.
semi-monopolistic control’
over the land resources.,

- In the context of enormous -
competition for land it is this .

for
‘pure

depend
and
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land concentration whlch en-
ables the landowner to realise

" rents much higher than those.

adopted in most of the States,
a landlord could resume land -
if he was prepared to under--, )

‘prescribed by. - the legislation . take cultivation of land under:"

and to neatly circumvent land
laws and other: admi.nistratlve

' provisions :

T Without attacking this land
concentration and ‘bringing -

-about.radleal redistribution of

land among the land-hungry
peasant masses the reduction

of rental burdens is not a very

practicable proposition. _
Leglslation for  security of .

’ tenure,,according to the Plan-

ning Commission, has three
principal - aims--first, -that
ejectments do not take place

- except in accordance with the

provisions of the ldw; second-
1y, that land may.be resumed:
‘by an owner, if at all, for per-
sonal . cultivation only,

resumption the tenant. is as-
sured of a. prescribed mln.l

. mum area

: TENANTS
EVICTED

In order to ascertain how

“far thé intentions of the Gov- -
ernments to provide security .-

of tenure have- actually -been
‘translated ‘into practice, . we
‘may quote the following para-
~graph -from ‘the Repor{ of the
Third Five Year Plan.

“As stated earlier, the im-
"pact of tenancy legislation on
the Welfare of tenants: has -
‘been in practice less than was
‘Roped' for One -of the princi-
pal’. reasons for ‘this is that in

" a’‘nimber of States eject.ments

_of tenants have taken -place

"-“on a considerable scale, under -

- the plea of ‘voluntary surren-
ders' .
‘Two main
tlons .in this

recommenda-

- first was that voluntary sur-
renders, by tenants of lands

_held by them should not be:

regarded as valid unless they

‘were_duly registered by.reve-
. -nue authorities :
“Secondly, in the event of.

‘surrender of tenancy the
.landowner should be entitled
to take possession of land only
_tothe, extent of his right of
resumptlon permitted by, law.
*. “On the whole, both legis-
" lation and administrative
" action have fallen: short of-
these - recommendations. .
The sécond lacuna in the
_existing legislation: concerns
.- the-conditions applicable to
surrenders,.. As pointed"’

“:outiin the. Second: Plan,

most volnntary surrenders
. of tenancy are open to doubt.
_.as ‘bona fide  transactions.
This has been confirmed by

" ‘sueh’ enquiries’ and investi-

- gations as have been ander-

taken”.
It is clear from the above

" that large-scale ejection of

teriants in the wake,of and -
following the ‘tenancy legisla-
tion and: its’ implementation
have by and large frustrated.
the objective of - tenancy - re- -
forms.- Here again the Plan-
ning Commission lays stress
-only‘ on* ‘the * ‘administrative
‘failures-and deﬁciency What =

.1t fails - to underline .is the
fact that .the: ejectment. - of-
. .tenants
" from:the .‘charactef - of the i

Jogically - . followed
scheme of land rel’otms pro-
posed. .

Important in this connec-

tloh is the. concept of personal |

" cultlvation as defined gnd in-:
- terpreted by the Planning
- Commission.
According to the deﬁnitions _
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;and -
thirdly, that in- the event” of -

respect ‘were.
made in’the Sécond Plan. The-.

-his personal supervision with< :

‘out himself: engaging in- phy-
sical participation in- major -
agricultural operations, ie., a
landowner éngaged In
‘vation' by hiring . agricultural
labourers was also taken for
.one engaged in personal culti-
vatlon.v S

According: to -this : scheme
the erstwhile landlords  who. .
were so0 far-mere rent-receiv-’
ers were encouraged to evict
thelr tenants from their lands
.and to rehabilitate themselves
as- privileged agriculturists by
re-employing in most cases
the same evicted tenants as
hired labourers. :

~In fact. the superior soeial
vand economic.* position : of
- the  landowners ' enabled
them tfo effect “voluntary _
.'surrenders” of the tenan-

i'cies. The thréat to the secu- -

rity of tenure of the'tenants
. and their eviction on a large
- scale was the logical ‘culmi-~
,mation of the principles and

Pprocedures nnderlymg the -

*. the scheme of Iand reforms.
Once- again it - becomes
evident that without: making’
a frontal assault on land con-
centration: and without pro-
“viding for- re-distribution . of

land among- the -actual ten-'

»ants, legislative prov1sions for
security of tenure are not of
-much .avail. .
The landlords are always in
a position to devise ingénious .
“ways of circumventing- tenan-
‘ey- laws - and preserving the
status ‘quo-

GOAL NOT
REACHED

. 'The l’lanmng Comm:ssmn
" has itself stated that' “Pro-

. visions regarding - resump--

- tion' for personal cultivation
could be: abused if medium-
“ sized owners’ were to act
‘mala fide and transfer their
"lands’ to relatives.or others’
. and’'so come within the pur-
view of small owners”.

The goal .of land reforms-is -
to convert tenants into- full-
ﬂedged peasant  proprietors.
Even after a full - decade of
planning not much significant

‘progress has been registereu .

- In this field.

.. 'The first Plan _had recom -
‘mended -that tenants of. nop-
.resumable areas . be entitled
to acquire ownership, . How-

ever, wherever this right was -

_optional it was searcely exer.
cised for ‘lack of. resources

- with the tenants to pay the -

compensation price.
° The Second Plan, therefore,
recommended that steps be

taken to convert tenants into -
(In respect of areas
_which: the owner -is not-en-::.

owners

‘titléd to resume) and to make’
arrangements to recover com- .
pensation in easy instalments. "
‘To -ensure ‘that: the tenant
retains adequate resources for
efficient cultivation;.the total -

“annual burden of-land-reve- . ..

“nue and’ compensation instal-
‘ment - should ‘not exceed the :
level of fair rent,  je., one-
fourth or one-ﬁfth of gross
produce v e

- It had -alsg been proposed
that ‘the aggregate of. com-
pensation and interest there- .
.on should be fully recovered

not -throw additxonal burden

on the Government. :
.In the.absence = of ade-‘

quate ini’ormation it is 1

‘-

culti- :

possible to say to what ex~

- tent rights - of ownelshrp

- have: actually .. accrued : to -

fenants. The Planning Com-

. mission itself has been ex-

. tremely “hesitant to” claim

. any more than “some’ pro-

gress” in the - direction of

previding ownerslnp nghts
to tenants.

It can, however, be guessed

that the terms and conditions: . -

of confirment of  ownership -
" rights ‘adopted . by different

states have been full of com- -

-plexities: and' by and large -
very much béyond the re-
sources and capacities of the -

It is generally agreed that
. the cultivators of area mainly
unowned constitute - the lar-
.gest body of the peasantry
and bulk of cultivated. area in
the .country is tilled by those
who-do not-enjoy full-fledged
rights of ownership over their
lands..

The principle that  there”
should be.an absolute limit to
the amount: of land which an

individual may hold was.com-

meénded m the First Five Year
Plan. : . :

CEILINGS ’
‘RACKET ..

The Second Plan
‘tended that steps be taken:
In ‘each State to impose “eeil-
ings on existing holdings. Ceil-
“ings, thus; had been consxder-
ed as esseritial for the €cono-
-mic development of. a.country
like India having limited areas
of:land :and large population
" dependent on it.

I

\

Reduction in disparitiés of -

land ownership was regarded -
as-a mnecessary condition for
“the buildingup of a progres-
“sive, cooperative rural econo-
‘my. It 'was also felt that such
redistribution . of ‘‘land .as
might he possible would, along
with other measures, afford a
measure of opportunity to the
landless sections of the popu-
lation.
There was
legislative activity in regard
to land ceilings durmg the
Second Plan;

. On the whole, however, it

is now admitted in all quar-

. ters . that .legislation. has
been so full of . gaps. and

. loopholes in determining-
whether ‘ceilings should ap-
ply to individeals or fami-.

lies, in fixing the "level of. -

- geilings, in - providing for
exemptions to. certain cate-
.gories of farms, .and in its

" failure to forestall the cir-

recom- -

considerable '

thls there are several reasons.
‘In -the first place, there has

been too little recognition of’

land reform ‘as a positive pro-
gramme of development and’
1t has only been too often re-
“garded -as extraneous to the
scheme of community develop-
ment and the ‘effort to in-

crease - agricultural produc--

tion.

. “Secondly, there has been
insufficient attention " to the
administrative aspects of land

lower levels of ~‘the adminis-

tration, collusion and evasion
have gone unchecked ~ and
there has been failure alsc to
enlist the support and sanc-
tion of the village commmunity
in favour of effective enforce-
ment of legal provisions.

“In the third place, it has-:
not . been . sufficiently realised :

that the reform of land tenu-
res and the early enforcement
of ceilings are an essential
‘foundation for’ the building
up of the cooperative rural
economy”.

From the brief’ suryey ol’
Jand reform legislation .and
‘its,” implementation during'

the last decade certain de-
finite conclusxon can be-‘

~drawn. -

In the ﬁrst place; it is ne-
cessary . to’ rationalise - ‘and
tighten up the administrative
‘procedires and- machinery
‘with ,a view to putting -into
eﬂect whatever beneficial .
measures are ‘embodied in the
-land laws of different’ States
Wis the task of the’ orrga-
" mised ‘peasant movement in

the country and its: leader-
- ship to safegnard the ‘bene- .
. ficial features of the land
.. reform legislations . against
- the covert or overt onslau-

ght by the bxg -landowners
and to press for their effec-
tive mplementatlon.

_REVALUATE
SCHEME

'At the same. time 1t is. also
essential that . the - entire

scheme ' of land .reforms is '

basieally re-evaluated and re-
cast from the point of view of
the long term goals of land
policy in the context of plan-
ned economic development of
the country along non-capita-
listic lnes, It is high time
that the issues are clearly
posed.

. Attention needs to_be shar~'
»ply focussed on the fact that
whatever may have been the..

- declarations and professions

. ‘cumvention of the Ilaws

and partitions of .property, -
that it would: not be very
“'wrong to characterise the
“entire land ceiling leégisla-
tion as a huge  farce and
fraud being perpetrated on -
- the Indian peasantry.

- 'The Planning Commission
- {tself- has been compelled to
“admit’ it very’ frankly ‘in jts
Report on the Th.u'd Flve
Year Plan. "
"On the. whole, it would ‘be
correct to say that In recent
years, ‘transfers of land have -
‘tended to defeat the aims of
the legislation for ceilings.and
“to ! ‘reduce its impact: on the
>rural economy"

Summing’up the'. progress '

of “the land reforms during

the ‘First and . Second  Five .3 .~
.from' the tensants and should® Year Plan the Planning Com- N

mission has -remarked:- i
‘“Yet, the total impact of

Jang reforms -has. been less -

than 1 had been hoped for For-
.NEW:AGE

‘through mala fide transfers

~vided for the complete: aboli- .

- land- reforms have been leag-'

" tion of semi-feudal landown- . . = - .

reforms. Frequently . at the

_the Swatantra Party and the

“.head.on the Indian scene is .
“how strong and. organised the
"Left forces led by the Com-

ofhthe Congress Party ‘the
Scheme proposed by it during
the last decade have not pro-

tion of non-cultivating ‘ own-
ership of land-and-the trans-
fer of land to the tiller, -

-The Congress variety = of

‘ing to the slow . transforma-

erships. into big capitalist
landownership, " ie., to the .- ;
gradual rehabilitation * of the .
non-cultivating ‘landlords-of . o
yesterday into entrepremeur = - . -
landlord farmers of. today.

“This kind of development in
agriculture is essentially an-
tagonistic to the interests of
the vast peasant masses in -
the " couniryside ‘who. have
-been clamouring .for land- and
security .

ACTIVISE ‘
PEASANTS

It s clear i'rom the expe-
-rience of the two:Five Year' . .. = -
- Plans that so long. ag:the ’ )
. concentration of land-in the
hands. of non-cult:vatmg ’
landowners. is left intact it ..
:is idle to imagine that any
. scheme" of referms ‘in’ “the
“.interests ~of ‘the peasant
‘masses will ever "be - fully Ce
and snccessfully l.mpienient- I

The crucial “question “,is,, )
therefore, . whether there is L
€nough political will and pre—
:paredness.on the part of the -
“mling party to attack land
.concentration in the hands of
the " non-cultivating Tandéd
Interests and'to sériously imd- .

' plement'a scheme of land re-'
distribution in “favour: of the
working peasgntry. . :

The: . Congress variety oi’ ’
land reforms have, been. one
of .the ciucial factors respon-
sible. for the creation of the-
class base for. the emergence -
.and. penetration of .the right-
reactionary = forces. in - the
countryside represented by

Jana Sangh aided and abet- - :
-ted. by.the formidable reac-.
tionary sections . “inside the
Congress. Party itself.

The only guarantze for res-
tricting and.finally defeating
these right reactionary forces
which are' raising theu- ugly

munist Party. tmerge after

the third elections to carry. on®

the battle for land to the. till- , -
er and prosperity of the toll- )
ing peasantry i
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- tions to ‘the economic pro- * )
R ) lna% thag; m’tmwﬁ ch";;»development to absorb-even a - blems of the Mushm ' ma‘;ses prices but keeps mum on state - —The - Majlis nominee fn-- S
N C T ge aggn & .pu,r could Mot ‘fraction of these unemployed. s also its alliance with Mus- - rading in fooderains, - . Mallepalli is_opposed -by two - -
- @ e ge > .-Ab least'a programme-of de- lim League in Kerala wers  On. the.social - plane, the -candldates who revolted with-
- X - - velopment of Hyderabad dis- tainly responsible for the rise Manifesto wants repeal of the  in the Majlis. -
: Muslim - : triet. around  Hyderabad ity  -of Musim communalism in" Special Marriage Act. which  —-There is a rebel Majlis -
- . Dlscontent ' gﬁ}ﬂd I;ave l;alreatedtopportu- :g:e gltg), . tls)ocsl’.ng a ﬁierilo'}xs only validates lnter-communal cand!gate in. them persog of a
2 . - . o : S - es of employmen e a emocra e’ marriages. Joor rickshaw puller who was
: O Lo ' . i - ondly, - the Gov ent’s ; _This led’ to serions frus- . and traditlons. ‘ They want withdrawal of 8 member of Majlis. :
5 . " . — Area—37 sq. miles. - House-rent has gone ip = — No. of slums — 3'315 ~. Zie:;so?ge% a‘éﬁ“ﬁmﬁﬁ I’:_ %cm.ﬁwance" sme 5 - » How could  this notorlons_.. tration among the' Muslim - C : Govemeyment notification ©  Majlis leaders’ “electioneer- : -
] e Population—29,26, by 200-300 per cent during the o0 1innabion - 27 per dia falls mainly within West - in reality a programme for .| -°°mmd“nal r°rgamsaﬁ°n Bain'. . ypaccés which was cashed in Dizzy Wlth - - prohibiting polygamy among  Ing campaign and their ‘spee= o
1 © - Density per sq. mile— pla;tttgn y:arstég_ils'oggv:ddlg; cent of the. total population. of - Bengal, - Greater Calcutta, the eviction of the slum- - | - ground so fast? Why? . by the Majlis leader plus Success s . Bovernment employees, de- Ches.are provocative, reckless, '
1 - 90,550 as against.the inter- ¢ulit to ge al than Rs. 150, the clty or over nine lakh peo~ poniisniariy its slums are the dwellers. - . - Kasim Razvi, after release . the ideblogical ‘moorings of _elaring that this is " inter- vmean and . more important
! ¥ . nationally accepted standard - fOF anything less less than ~Ple-live in these slums in n-  op;.. centres of this disease”. ' : from jail, installeq- Owalst -as -~ the Mi -that. they- had th ference with Islam which ~TOuse . communal ° passions
¢l ot 64,000 per sq. mile. or'a single room for-less describably.” horrible condi- @ “The. Calcutta. Improve- - .. the president of the organisa-: - belonged to. the rullng com-. :gslzzy V:lh successes at the . allows polygamy up'to four - 2mong Muslims. * They would
; <= Over 19,000 le are T 50 & month. " ‘tions of filth, squalor and © There are no duarters for ment Trust . (CIT) built . tion and left for Pakistan. =~ ‘muinty, - %’10 in a gng‘g;‘;?p?‘ elec-' - ives: When it was pointed - 1ot hesitate to- make mean -
1 . v nrt-dvr;enersgeol) living - — Daily supply of filtered poverty. - 80 per cent of the Wwork- 800 tenemints for the slum- " For the first ‘time, Majlls‘ “This does not mean that. ‘ ﬁsh earP h:a Sovay t?le mMaJakmlii “‘out to:'them that even: the attacks agalnst the Prime .
2 - mznuy on ~footpaths WAter is less than 30 gallons = 72 per. cent of all the ers employed in organised in- dwellers during the past five ‘there was no opposition to the : Pakistan Government ban- - Minister and they even stat-

'By RAJ BAHADUR GOUR

s ‘wlu
“zabad

Te
'sults of which were- announj
ced only last week, the Majlis -

. The Razakar orgamsatron Ittehad-nl—Mushmeen’
h was inactive ever: amce Police Action in. Hyde-
] has become active sirice the last ‘onc- 'year, Tt
* came with a bang into Andhra politics, parhcularly .
Y Hyderabad: :city, when it -
.. in the municipal elections in the Hyderabad Muni-
. cipal Corporahon .and” became the

- organisation has retained its
. -seat, defeating the Congress.

o candldate Public . ' meetings

- held by Majlis leader, -Abdul -

won as many as 17 seats

thousands of Mnsums be-“'

z. _coming unemployed.

The' replacement - of : Urdu, -
which was the State: language, o
by ‘English and “the": regional
- languages, resulted: in'the dis-
-Placement of many’ €mployees

mam opposxtmn '

: COngress with the Mushm
League in Kerala gave the -

-‘tiona} ‘argument that Mus-.

. Ing party. Moreover, a sec-
" tion ‘of Corigress. leadership’
in the city felt that Muslims:
were rallying’ behind: the
Communist Party “and the

_PDJF, for a positive econo- N

* mic: ptogramme and - this-

Majlis leadership an a.ddl-:-»

pute and wants a militant
stand to be taken against
'China, is significantly silent
.on_the India-Pakistan bor- -

. l.lms by -.rallying - together | ..der dispute. -, . : standlng even lnside ‘the Maj- .
o party in the Corporatron -among . themselves, - conld " The Majlis - newspaper'. lis. :
o ‘better bargain with the rul-- Rehnuma-e-l)eccan . ‘consis--
:EN .an recent by-election, !

tently ' campaigns against the ;

very basic tenets -of ‘our
-foreign .policy. The Manifesto
spits venom against Socialist
countries and the Communist
Party.

. On the national plane, they;_

subsequently put up as can-

didates, his own son and hig

close "assoclates, :'none.: of

whom. -have . any. -political

—-The prhnary majlls unlt
in Sdbzimandi'and . Hussaini

Alam have" revolted against. )

the Majlis leadership, : .
—It i3 also stated ‘that-the

“.- Majlis president . threw over=

board the recommendations of

. Wahab Owalisi,: .nomlnee of - - coul are " Majlis ' parliamentary board
. Hasim Basel, are being ot~ Tunouace acams 0o, T Dhadi oo i Crorey Pd o, smending 1S perlamentary board
i ute:sdegn gyhtgu;susanhed:r gr Léiutsﬁ“ab"m‘m of jagirs also led to" *-'the . Ittehad-ul-Muslimeen ' ‘and they argué in favour of —In Yakutpura constitu~

'fwo !amihos share a room— tarpauhn

provxdos pnvacy!,

. alongside’ or public thorough-

member honseholds- do not

““possess a living room for. their’
. use. They just manage 4o.live

somehow in a part of a veran-
dah or underneath the stah'

: 'caseorinashop

" wzOnly. about 7.5 per cent °

".o! the ‘total number of fami--
-les In the cityllve ln sepa-
“rate-flats.

—:30 per cent of the fa.mﬂles

--.-have to share one single room
: with  two other families,

per-head as against the mini-
mum requirement of 60 gal-

per cent of the total area of
the city. Underground chan-

“nels In the sewered areas and

open drains in other. parts can -
no longer carry all the storm-
_ water_and sewage, of the city,
. because they have silted up
toas much as 70 per cent of
their carrying capacity. The
result is complete flooding of

“the city's streets whenever

there is & heavy downpour.
"= There are still 46,000 ser-

Three storled room—ﬂoor, charpoy, bed—- .
home for 10 persons. s

This percentage goes up as
high as 98.7 in. 'l‘angra area

of East Calcutta.

— en drains and ‘service
-pmieg}’ breeding flles and ® The Union Government
-tilling the alr with a foul

A T. B. patrent shares’ this room . with his

wll’e ‘and ﬂve children.

families-live in one room each. - dustries In West Bengal. Under

- Plans (1851-61). But till now, -

only 5,830 tenements-- have
been completed :

had - ‘sanctioned

smell, are to be !ound m every amountlng to Rs. 4,28,50,000

‘singleslum

— 'On.an. -average, 23 per-
sons in a slum use-one'service " sing Scheme”, during 1951-61. "
privy. In ' many cases, how-

-,ever, ‘the pressure is ‘as much

as 45 persons to a privy! -

-for West Bengal for the cons-

truction- of 4,681 flats under -

the “Low Income-Group Hou-

.But the total amount of the
loans disbursed by the State

. Government was ‘'only Rs.

loans -

.years, But over 60 per:cent of.

I the ﬁrst place, the tene-
ments are situated at a place,

- .which is far off . from the i
places ‘of work of ‘the slum- . jF

dwellers. Secondly, the mon-
thly' rent, ranging from. - Rs.
1950 to Rs. 2150, is beyond
their paying. . capacity. The
monthly income of 59 per cent
of. the slum-dwellers varies

from Rs. 1 to ' Rs, 100 and ;

about 60 per cent of them riow

. bay a house-rent or Rs 5-10 .

a month

N - rapt attention, Owaisi had the

gumptlon to make such shock-

" ing. remarks in public meet-.

“entered . the munlcipal elec~,

tion in"1960 and carried over-’

_ Immedrately atter Police
e Achon, the ‘huge private
 army of the Nizam was dis-

~which .- were - UNNECessary
~. dfter integration’ ' with In-
- .dian Union were - dispensed

j,unemployment of many jagir E

- employees.

_revival - of the Majiis. -. Many

* ‘secular- demoeracy, minorities i
scould’ :be benefited - not by

. forming organisations of their

banded; many’departments -

- with and these resulted in

~own, but by jolning and asso-'
clating with seculdr democra-

‘tic parties. Their efforts could

“have met witb some success,

but...

The joinmg of hamis by_'

The Government had no al- =
ternative : policy of industrial’

comes on to the scene.

‘ ’I‘hus, ‘the ‘failure . “of Con-
gress government, to-find solu-

decided . to: contest - eight as-.

himself is in’ therun for Par-
liament,. o

The Majils Manifestor b

sides being reactionary, makes :
funny readlng in me as
pects T ;
The Mamfesto,
‘raises a hue and cry
the lnd:a~0hlna border

.only  small-scale . industries,

The Manifesto does not talk
at all about: agrarian reforms,

It - shouts . against increase in.

" med ' polygamy - among . all

: government!

‘At present, there is serlous
: conflict within the Majlis and

" it céntres round the autheri-:

{arianism of the Majlis Pre-
sident, Owalisi;

promlslng them- tickets . but

it i3 stated:
‘which "~ that the Mayjlis president took’
about . ‘money from - many = people,

ency, the Majlis youth 1s sup-
portlng ‘one who was offered

. Majlis ticket but who has de-

clined it.

eds

. . . sembly ‘seats and one parlia- . . -could. not avenge Bhopal and
: } “Industrial Housing Sche- them are still lying ‘vacant. . -~ serious: thinking peoplé- ques- * = ;people, their - answer is: . 2
T i_ares_ . ~lons per head per day. — There is no arrangement B;:" the -State Gove%nment The reasons are not far to - ;h%niy%lﬁ I’\?du;hhg: ma::e - tioned the wisdgonpa gt nga}lis' n;:ntiiary iiat i;i;h et cgz'rvmixsgi Pakistan i is not an example Jabalpur.” ' .
- “_"About .30 per ‘cent of —There are no underground _for the supply-of filtered water . had’ planned = to build 14715 seek.- . . fwo reasons for 6. T "o revival and . sald . that 1 & Clections. Its president, Owa and it is not a - theocratic. . - Sensing this communal dan-
.fg:gleza I;;ml;;t h&mgrlt:llgf : sewers in-19 sq. miles or 46 " in 6L7 per-cgnt of the slums. tenements during the first two C

ger to the democratic life in
the city, the Cornmunist Party’
‘made an offer to Congress
saying that: the Majlis danger

.is - assuming .serious propor-. -

tions and -Hindu. communal-

ism in the shape of the Jana -

Sangh is also raising its ugly
-head In'the State, that RSS
parades: have become more

~frequent  and, ‘therefore, in -

the Interests of strengthening
the secular - foundations - of
democracy, - Congress, along’
with Communists and other

“It i unfortunate we -

- vice privies in this metropo-
- lltan cityt 7.

~_The daily accumulation of
garbage in the city amounts
"to 2,200 tons, But the rate of
disposal is only 2,000 tons a =

- — 33 per cent of the fami--

. ©. - _les live In one room each: But
B0 U Tin over.80 per - cent “of these
v iiterd S :families the number of mem-.
| 0 N " -bers per. family-varies' from
' w0 L M -seven to*ten, whén a floor

i rain 1,29,72,000, . The rest of the
aﬁogun:ng : tgﬁlms Si,e::l;g sanctioned money lapsed to B
water-logged, the rooms and the Centre just because the :

State- Govemmentv ‘could not’
ot ooty . it 161 A5 ogainst e

7 Rlsmg Tempo In Madhya Pradesh[dmm S 2
: ' '.ﬂghtnglsﬁzfgnately, Con- .

(Sources~ Report of the So-
clo-economic Survey of Cal-
‘cutta, conducted by the Uni-
\erslty of Calcutta. Vital Sta--

o ) ' be. visltmg only - such: places ‘munal elements in thls oity, ;
l?ram 0“"‘ COE‘I' espondent . which . are the. strongholds single-handedly..* ty

of the PCC group..

It is~ regrettable to note

-On the other .hand; minis- = that the Congress -candi- - :
U ace -of, 40 5q. ft. is univer- ' day. The rotting garbage on d nightsoil! “her bullt was only 1 108. Corporation.. West Bengal’s .. date the - real .battle for .groups’ — the-ministerialists ‘terialists are also not behind  dates in this city are such g::;lesign ;lsle :;ty gpleaé:c;% )
Y ;. spsan ‘accépted s .the .mini- . the streets and lanes presents £3rbage an First And Second Five Year: votes is in. full swing in 20d the PCC. The PCC wing. in this race. They are trylng * against whom the charge of. _ eyen if they wanted such a . .
i sy not: merely & horribly Ugly ' _ vet, for the privilege of @ The . State Government piugs. West Bengal Govern- umber. . FRich enjoys' the support of  their ‘best to sabotage the ~ complicity. in the riots were, ' ted, 1%

: mum-, requlrement for every uot : . -this State. . If the number. . . ) policy to. be. adopted; -i%
1 - person.. sight; it fouls the air of the living in such a paradise, the had planned . to,provide ment’s . publication, :-* “Pro- " of seats being contested .the Jainbusiness houses In- -chances of victory of the can- levelled - by 'the -secular.  wonl3 be difficult to imple~
Bt pe_ If all the families in the' localitles concerned. - slum-dwellers have to pay t0 housing facilities for 1,000 gress. of Development. ' Pro- “the State is-busy in an inner.

A3l i

city are taken together, 70 per-

" seent of the small-gized fami- -

les and 75 per cent medium
“.and’ large-sized families live
in horribly- over crowded con-
-dltions.

—"72 per cent ol the Iaml-,

" .supply In 23 ver cent of ‘the .-

houses. -

é

I’AGB ElGHT

-_Little wonder, that in these
overcrowded and - insanitary -
conditions, preventible dis-
eases continue to take a heavy
toll of lives. 'The following
ﬂgures speak for themselves:

—

M!dnlght ln aristocratxc Ghowringhee.

into one stiriking cesspool o target of 4,681 flats, the num-

‘Calcutta Corporation taxes at working women during the
the rate of 23.5'per cent of the Second Plan period. But pro-

“valuation of the huts, while vision could be made for only

the rate charged .from the 171 women.

owners of pucca houses range

from 15-19 per cent!

: whlch vislted ‘Caleutta two

Unemployed primary school teacher at
“home" in the heart of . Calentta. -

" 'NEW. AGE

'@ The Government prepared -
‘the blueprints of .two -

lities to all. the slum-dwellersl

* fects”.’

o Drinking water-tap, gathage beap and SR
R _open drain S

tistics Compiled .by Calcutts

Report. on conditions
in the city’s slums—report of
a -survey . conducted.” by the

qtate Govemment ).

.Sen, Swadhinata. )

peacetycoexist.
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A.fter the : thhdrawa!

can be the criteria then’

-the Jana Sangh is: the big-. jsts

gest challenge to Congress

:in Madhya Pradesh. 1t has.
put up 195 candidates for:

- the’ Vidhan Sabha. °

B

the oﬂlclal candldates of the 5

party.:
The biggest setback to Con-
- gress.came’from West Nimar
. where the DCC President has -
‘resigned 'as & protest ggainst -
the allotment of Lok Sabha .

7. 'ticket to K. L. Rhadiwala.

-+ Another- equally- important :
e setback ‘to the ‘Congress was.
¢ -from Bilaspur.where: the no- -
- . mination: papers: of the Con-:
gress candidate for Lok Sabha
: ... were rejected on the basis' of. .
... ..-the‘objection ralsed with the.
- . help of-a- Congressman. -Due;

- to. the rejection .of the nomi-:
-nation of the:Congress.candi-
‘_date the PCC: Chief decided -.
“to abandon the. Bilaspur Ink
’ ha’ seat.

Congress is dlvided into two

struggle with the m.inisterlal-

'rhe PCC Chiet- M cf.'

lfeshlahra who, has ac-
quired the reputation of
being ' the intriguer: i par’

" the Asembly

- How indlsclpllned the Con- -

gress organisation'is, has been "
spotlighted by the wrthdrawal
of ‘Gayatrl Devi, a sittitig.
Congress member and ‘an
official " candidste - for the-
. third genetral- elections, n
i favour of her husbang, who
filed' 'his . nominatiod as a’
dummy, This surprise decision
of " Gayatri ‘Devi" forced the '
Congress to treat her husband
8S the omcial candldate :

- Angther- method by which'
the PCC Chief is underminln
the- -interests. of hig opponents
‘i ‘the plan’: ‘Which. -he has’
drawn up for_the. tours of all
I..dia party’ leadersl_ .
He has arranged their tours

A8 18 'well'-known.,the M.P Jn'such a way that they would

. »principles  for -

~themselves: on" the" issue

didates belonging to the PCC
group. . .

Sharms, Education
“is  supporting a dissident

In Bhopal region Dr, -
Minister

. Congressman, who _is con— .

./ testing ~the polls as an °

party. stands.- By and large
they  are. . self-gseekers and-

_elements in the city, which: -
- included many Congress-

men also, It is an open

_"-secret ‘that the complaints .

- to this effect were’ lodged
with  the ' various delega-
tions of the Congress which.

which . their in the’ votes.

It is only the communist
Party which i3 contesting the-

WOrTy about their personal ‘election ‘on the" basis” of its

-interests.: '
. 'The Madhya Pradcsh P8P
~which has.put-up 149 candi~
dates for the Vidhanm  Sabhg
is also-a dlvided -house.

* brogramme, The ' candidates
‘set’ up- by. the Party are men-

0f high integrity. In' Bhopal

where the veteran of the party

In- Shakir Al Khan'is contesting,

Jabalpur: they fought' among - the Congress has sef up a rich.

of ‘man with no political ‘record:

-Mayoral ' elections .and failed - His only qualification is his
to'put up d-single candldate capacity to spend money like

for the.city constituencies,

“water, i -

‘The: PSP. unit  of Jabalpur 'Due to this, the main con-.

came out with . a statemen

4 testlnthisclty,whlchhad

that it - was not- setfing up any: ‘8lsg witnessed onecommunal

candidate:because of the co
Iusion -created’after the.riots: .

. Due .to ‘the withdrawal of:

the -PSP - from  the election:
.scene, . the Communist : Party:
will have to

not ‘since the Second '‘General .
-Election, 'will be- between the.

Hinda - communalist:* Udhay - -

Das:Mehta, who ig’ contesting
‘a5 Hindu Sabha candidate and .

tace the com- the communlst Pa.rty n

. offer. Some congress lea-

ment it since the number of
. applicants. - for .
'.seats -1s- treble-or. four-fold
‘the seats available.. More~ -
over,. there are hardly any
people. inside the Congress

who - could think - on': such

. ' e e ‘. -excellenice, "is as the. indepefident candidate, aga.' ' Visited this th a!ter the  pbroad political lines. -

/B . Hes live either in pucea or in . Cholera - - - .. 10,787 o—uliltig;rlf:: tmofﬂtges!%lgss schemes for.the “re-houslng" v R o NAN B UT the real and formid- . party machinery to support- - inst. the official cand:date, . .riots. The Cominunist Party holds -
- partly. pucea -and partly kat- -y rculosis ~.. 277185 g g the incidence of cholera Of Slum=dwellers, “ But pre- - B'K ASH . able challenge to the Con- Jonly those candidates who - Suraj Kala Sahal The Jana  The Jana - sangh, ‘which that the Congress, for the
_ chha’yhouses " €l R dgaths in these slums is as - cious little has been done &0 - o gress 1s not from ‘without but .. "belonig’ to the PCC group. : Sangh ‘has also ‘pledged _its hopes to. emerge as the mdin' purpose. of securing political
©*_ ‘There are no_electric- Small-pox 670 Ligh s 43.8 per cent of the far. EVen if the-schemes had MOITRA from within, According to the . with this strategy he wants - support to this candidate. .‘opposition in .the State, .1f power in Kerala, could align
; Jights in.39 per cent, no sepa- ~G8stro intestinal . o togal %lsaths tli'om the disease -been implemented in time, it © . . unofficial . reports reaching -.’¢o ensure thé defeat of some ~All 'this-makes it crystal’ appealing to the electorate on'; itself with Hindu, Nair, Mus-

: rate toilets in 33 per.cent and . dlseases .. 4650 “in th :lty would still take .at least a ‘ - - Bhopal ‘as thany ‘as: 30 Con-. . ministerialists . and, ~_thus,’ clear- that the Congressmen-: . the basis of gcommunalism and ' m -and Catholic communsl .

no provision for filtered water , —— € - . century, at this rate of pro- (Photos lly latya. . gressmen ‘are contesting elec- - yeducing their majonty in are least bothered about the spending large sums to tetch and- caste forces, but woild -

Total . 47872 A Mission of the WHO gress, to provide housing faci- tion as independents against - . B

Congress

not even for courtesy’s sake, . -

consider ' the . proposal- for a .

unity. among- all ' democratic
forces to ﬁght Muslim com-
munalism.-

There ls therefore, an’
urgent’ need for:a policy and
programnie and unity of all
secular forces: It should’be a-
policy : which - eschéws com- -

* munalism . and - discrimination

against” minorities. It should
‘be’a programme:of industrial
and economie - ‘development to
fight unemployment-and there
should - be unify - among - all°
‘democratic. forces to -achleve.
-such ‘a- programme of deve-
-lopment. :-
Unfortunately,

nor programme’ nor ‘even the
deaxre to- get such unlty

the Con- .
gress -has. nelther: that ‘policy -




ivered-the: goods, fede

the

LET us put Congtess profes-
sions. : side by side with-

Congress practxce for the limi--
-ted” penod since the last-élec-..
uons in 1957. Let us leave aside -
land- reforms which is a parti-:-
cularly glaring case of broken-
. pledges. - Mahesh ‘Prasad deals~
. at length with this aspect on
.other pages of this‘issue. . o

'The ‘1857, Congress ‘Election
" Manifesto stated: - “We' have
. "made good progress and ‘laid °
¥’ 'the foundations of - the . new
Indxa of our. dreams.”

’I'ake the growth of nat:oual
~income. . - -

- Over the entu'e permd of the
. two plans, national income in-
creased only. by 42 per cent or

_ .. -at the rate-of 3.05 per cent per -

annum ; (compotind). "This is a
" rate’ lower. than -that of-even
" many underdeveloped countries.
.. 18.7 per -cent in. thls whole
perxod .

. .'many many years—and not
"~ 25 . years as ‘the First Plan’

. ; caleulated—to double our per.

" capita income, .

. . . 'The Second Plan fixed cer-
-+" " tain industrial fargets. Though -
‘" modest, many of them have not
been reached. Moreover, .as the

Tlurd Plan . Report says, ‘“the !
ahort!al]s ‘have " -occurred _in
some ‘of - those - very mdustrxa.
-, .. which are of crucial importance...
- - ‘and have ‘deprived the economy"
Ll of the beneﬁts recokned on_for

) :-procbums éverywhere that’ the recor
' any particular candidate—should be the criterion for.
orate.” We shall take him at his word. =

the start of the Th:rd Plan""
. (p..458). . :

. Per capita income rose only by -

At this rate, we shall také

Pandct Nehru has been 1 teratmg in hzs present whirl .-
wmd tour that the only party iy the count

of the Congress—and

" For 'instance, the . target for
‘steel was. 4.3 rmlhon tons
-has reached only

‘réspective figures are 290 thou-
‘sand and~ ‘110 -thousand tons:
""For cement, 13 million and 8.5
-million* tons. Production of

machineries to’ produce textiles, -

“cement and paper as well as of:

several other - 1tems 1s far be~ -

hind the schedule.’

-, Our - agricultural ‘produc-

_'-tion,-oa which ' depends the

‘. state ‘of -our economy .as a.
= whole, remains - precariously - qualities and disparities in the

. dependent on monsoon des-
.. pite the exrpenditure of over
.-1,500 crore rupees. It barely

: . keeps pace with the growth

. ¢6f population. During the last
" ‘three years °. we had to im-
. .port 12 m:lhon tons of food-
o grams. i

- So unsatlsfactnry is the food
sxtuatlon that the Third Plan
‘Report had to admit that “re-

lative stability of the foodgrain

prices: latterly  has been due

- largely to PL 480 imports” (p.
'123).

. -Who can, w1th -these facts
“.before him, assert that  “the

foundation of the mew India of

‘our dreams’ have been laid?’
‘The claim had little basis in

reality in 1957. The position has
-not changed substant:ally even
today . .

- 'The 195'l‘ Congreissv Eléction

-~ "Manifésto stated: ™“In economic *
“ - relations. -.there should be no’
-exploitation -and no monopolies,

“. - and disparities in income should
- - be progresslvely reduced.” - -
T -At no time in India’s history -
" was theré so much- concentra-
tion 'of economic ‘power in s¢

b few hands as today. At no time

was the wealth of the few and -
.1he poverty . of ‘the,  many so
- ‘staggering. At no ' time- did
monopohsts iown or comtrol-
¢ such & -big sector -of”our -eco-
© “mnomy as mow. | *

. ‘These* are.not ‘just sweepmg
. statements. They ‘are borne out
t' - by facts.  They: are adnutted by
" ./ -all economists.
Prassed to explam why was

. it that ‘despite the increase 'in

nahonal income, - the condition .

-of the massés Temains 85 wret-

<hed as ever and- even . deterio-
" ‘rates, Nehru said - in the Lok
: Sabha in August 1960

“We have: to avoid and pre- .-
‘vent t06 much accumulation.of
;- wealth. - -If; after all this addi-
tional :income," -only -five per
‘cent or ten<per cent.of the po- .
7. pulation Have benefitted by- it
Poe rand mnety per-.cent ‘have not,
: 't.hat is not a good- mult." )
-+ A Comimittee. was  appointed
© by the Government.- to in~

vestigate into. the matter, to -

17 discover twhefe the incredsed -
SR aational{acomehasaoae To~
_-'this' day the: ﬁndmgs of the

" Committee have not .been
P publlshed, nor_ are they l:kely

to be published trll the elec-
- tions are over—for reasons

which has de- - -
e i§ the Congress. He

It
2 million.
-For nitrogenous . fertxhzers the

.as ‘to how:in these’

- days: ofsoczaltst ‘transition in

the couniry.... business ty-

.. coons in the. corporate sector-
are still": allowed . to . wield .

. .power-over 8o large a num-:
- ber of companies as ten or
.- miore with all benefits to reap.;
- from them .and. offer. little in.
exchange” : . (Socialist * Con-
_gressman, July 15,-1961.)

“But- amazmgly enough, even

after :all this, Congress leaders -

have nof.bmg to say as to what:
-they propose to' do. Their pre-’
sent. Election ~Manifesto only.”
proclaims the followmg pxous
principle: =
urrhe

greatly the. hvmg standards of -
the people but also to bring

. about pmgreaslvely social and’ .

econiomic equality. Existinig ine-~

social fabric .are ethically
wrong and will obstruct pro-":
gress on all fronts and produce
considerable- ‘strains.”” ..

It can be'seen that Congress
leaders are mordmabely fond .
of the . word ‘“progressively”
which occurs again and again
in all ‘their proelamatlons. And’
no wonder, for it commits them
to' nothing definite. - “In - the .
meanhme, the power. of - blg
business WS.

" The power that big busmess
wields .is not confined to the
economic sphere alone.  They
have intimate links'with many-

‘of .the . top leaders of the Con-

gress—quite a: good number of
whose relatives .are ‘high-paid.
employees -of these concerns.
The monopohsfs have ' their

_fnends in many “key: positions

in' our -administration. Also
they control the largest-circu-
lated newspapers which play a

,blg role in mouldmg publie
" opinion.

And ‘while. the millionaires_
- grow into multi-mlllwna(re:,
iohat is the condition of those

“whose labour has produced
the addihonal -national
wealth? ~ -

Union Labour Mmster Gul-
rzarilal Nanda himself stated in
a speech in the Lok Sabha on

‘11th April 1960;

“Between 1939
the st

and .1947

- which are only too ob

‘But what litle has leaked
out to the press is a sufficient

condemnatlon of the Govern- -

_ment which ‘claims to be build-

~ ing a “socxahst pattem of so- .

ciety.”

However, we do not want to -

anything at this stage

about the “leaked” informatiom.
The facts which are known to -

all are suﬁicxently dammng
;.Out -of a total of nearly

28000 pnvate and public. limi- -

ted companies - whose- total

* assets comes - o ‘nearly 2,800 :

crores of rupees,

‘only 7 top

houses own or.control Rs. 776

crores” Even among ‘these, the
two - super-giants ‘Tatas and
Birlas, 'have between . them
-nearly 600 crores.

 In the sphere of bankmg the N

“three top banks - have nearly
- 30 per cent of the totaL depo-
.sits’ of all banks.

o« And if 1pe take the entire

'organised private : sector—

" plantation, manufacture, ban~ .

- '=kmg, ‘insurance . and ' trade—
--it would be revealed that less
than - 50 Indidn and foreign

. -big business houses, firms and

" companies many of whom are "

“closely  connected. :to each

other, control between them- .
-selves no less than 70-80 per'

. cent of this:sector.:

. Harsha Dev' Malawya. a loyal
Congressman had to say:

~.the owners, -
- The value added per work-

. Rs. 200000 and

dard of living of the

- worker had . declined by 25.

. per cent. By 1951, they Teco-~
_vered lost g-round. By -1955,
real’ wages had risen by. 13
per cent.”  But- . since 1956,
nwhen prices agam started

" “rising, their gains have to an .
" extent, beeh.wiped out”. .}
The reports of ‘the Census of *

Manufacturmg Industries reveal

that - since. independence: the

workers have-been. -producing . .

more and more values, the bulk

of ‘which - are appropnated by

o

er went up from Rs. 1,578 in

1846-47 to Rs. 2,792 in 1056~

-57. For each rupee that the.

worker earned On an average .

in 1956-57,  he returned that
. Tupee plus two Tupees and 29
naeye paisa,.ie. 3.39-: rupees..
‘Thig is how exploitation has.
been steadily intensified. This
is how.the handjul of mono-
polists- haue enriched them-
selves. -

Not merely- Iactory workers, ' .

but- others too—office = emplo-
‘yees, teachers and -other’ peo-,
ple with fixed mcome-—-get sys-

- tematically robbed in order. to

‘swell ‘the coffers of the rich.
‘A study of the incomes of
the salaries "in pnvate sector.
industries -made by the Second -
Pay Commission’ showed that:in’-
the ‘highest - income bracket of
above, the

“lt passés ones compre-

fundamental problem .
. in India is not only to increase .

average pre-tax mcome rose

by 336 .per cent between 1948-,
49 and 1956-57 and the average’
rose by 371 v ]

" ‘area, the’ mcrease in ‘income °
- On ‘the " other hand, the ave- -
rage ‘pre-tax’- income of -the'
- entire salaried staff . in pnvate:
:..sector has only risen by 10 per

post-tax - 1ncome
cent.

-cent: during. the same: perxod

s and the average post-tax- in- .
.come has dechned by three per

cent::
41t wm be clear thus that the

"fop' executives, had a hey-day -
while the rank. ‘and file em-
ployees have = suffered a set-, K
. .back in their income.’ }

< -Again, a study ‘of the com-'

parahve movement of the hxgh-
,est ‘salaries and®the -lowest
wags in private sector showed
“that “the. disparity . ratio - be-

tween the Highest. salaries and
-the lowest wages in the private .

sector is also far higher than in
- the Central Government sector,

“and has, moreover, increased |

consxderably since 1948-49" '

Dr. XK. N. Raj, the noted eco- -
normst has-‘written the follow- -

-ing devastating commentary on
the state of aﬂaxrs in the coun-
t‘rymde' .

“Accordmg to the data on
‘land holdings in the rural sec-.
“tor, 2.72 per cent-of the total

number - of rural - households
operate holdings of 30 acres
and"over and share, . between
them, 27.2 per cent of the total

oeratedareamthemralsec—‘

tor. The increase "-in income
over the decade at current pri--

from  agriculture. as e
whole, has ‘been placed. at Ra.

1700 crores in the otncxal na-

tlonal mcome daia.

i-ythe bigger* farms ‘in this _in-

“‘créase-is’ not’ lower than their

share . of ‘the -total :operated
originating . in holdings of 30
acres. and’ over, can, .therefore,
be .placed at Rs.. 462 4. .crores’
(out: of Rs: 1,700 " crores:)

“L’. We now. allow for the rise
in agncultural price durmg this
‘period, 'the' increase in’the in-

* ‘come of: these ‘big farriers’, on -
: account of the” hxgher produc-
tion ‘alone, . will be well over

Rs.- 400. crores, . ‘As .mentionéd
earlier the big farmers, on ac-
‘eount” of their - greater stock-.
holding capacity; are also likely

. to have gained more. from ‘the
" rise in prices, since the grain
~'would have 'accrued .in” greater

measure to them than to others
over the entue marketted sur-
pluses. - .

"Moreover, tﬁe'c'oncentratmn ’
:in -ownership of land may be
greater than the concentration"

in operatlonal holdings. . We
have ‘also taken- into
the income dccruing as ‘interest

. to agricultural moneylenders. 1.
allowance - is made for these .
s " . i~ .(ii) "The share  of casual'__‘
child labour.as percentage’of-’

factnrs, the share of the upper

,‘mcome group in the agncul-,
tural - sector (accounting for

only aboutrthree per cent of
the rural population) in the in-
crease - ot _income - at current

‘. prices, may have been Rs. 600 |

crores or more.” “(Economic

. Weekly, 4. February 1961).

- But the wmost startling fact

. about the rural population 'is-
the progressive “deterioration
in the earnings and standard
of living of the most down-

. mdden sectwna of our’ peo-

kAssurmng that the share’ of

account .

p!e, t.e, the
“labourers, * R
* According’ to ‘the R.eport of
‘the Second Agncultural Iabour
Enquu-y R

@ the average “‘annual

“‘household income ‘of an
- agricultural labour family

- fell from Rs. 447 in’ 1950~ 51
_to Rs..437 in 1956-57,

@ the average debt per in-

risen from Rs. . 105.in. 1951
to Rs. 138 in 1956—57 s
@ unemployment “has risen

. from 82 days average per
year .in 1950-51 to 110 days
average -per year in 1956-57.

. Another - most’; d1st'ressmg‘-

ing conclusions on the em-
- agriculture: .

(i) Employment of cluld-'
"'ren, below 15 .years of age, -

had’ increased ‘from 4.9 per

cent. of the ‘total agrarian - «

Iabour- force ‘in- 1950-51 to
7.7 during 1956-57. @ .

total man-days : worked by
the entire labour- force had
1850-51" to0.6.5 per -cent: m

(iii) Though the quantum
of wage employment had re-

daily wage of a chxld earner
had declined’ from 70 nP. to

tions .and from 61 nP to 55
nP in nonagncultural work
for all Indxa.

ln enother place n- K. N.-
Raj rubbed-home the point:~ -

-income accruing to the top four

per_cent of the- population: will -

show that the average - income
of a household of five members
at " this 'level, ‘works  cut o

nearly Rs. 11,500 per annum. -

.We must  remember, -inci-
dentally that - the average in-
come .of households at this up--
per. level is nearly 30 times. as
‘high: as of some agrxcultural
labour.‘families at the bottom

- of the ladder::

I fact, if we took into ac-

the average income of the top

one per cent, it will probadbly -
be found to be, not 30 times -

. the gverage income of these
agricultural ladbouyr - house-
holds- but “possibly 80.to 100.

. ..times as high g range of in-. "

equality for finding a parallet

~. to iwhich we .should perhaps”

'go 20 'Spain. or some of the

countries  of .Latin America -
) do ‘not -
pretend . to be .democracies of .
2, eny kind.?, (K. N. Rdj in a

lncidentallu,

paper  tead at the ” Diwan
Chand - Indian Information
Centre,” March, 1961).

.On thé other hand,: the Gov- -

ernment -- of India. has been

-withholding availablé' informa-
,tion” regarding - -distribution- of ~

‘Income’ at different levels, This-

‘is borne out by the tollowing_

. count, not the average income
ofthetopjour sper cent, byt

despatch of the Delhi ‘corTes-
-~ ,pondent -

““A little arithmetic about the ~

of- the’

“It ig interesting that prior

‘to the appointment of the com-
-mittee (to"probe into the dis-
-tribution -of income:and levels
B of living), .
etudxes were made on the_sub- - .
ject ‘of .income . distribution in
“the Central’ Statistical . Organi-

‘Some very . rough

sation....  Its finding showed
that: between 1952-53 and 1956-
57, the percentagm of popula-

. tion in the lower i .income ‘groups
.recorded. conmderable .increase

though the rise was. not steady.
“Some 50 per cent of the po-

-pulation were ‘getting less than

Rs. 200 per year during 1951-
53..The bercentage - of people
havmg income - less: than Rs.
200 per year was 55 in 1953-54,
62; during - 1955-5¢" and 1956-57
respectl\;ely

“On the other hand, the per-
centage ot people’ . drawing
morg- than Rs.. 500 - recorded a

“ steady decline frofn 8 3 ‘per cent

during 1852-53 to’'5 in 1954-55
and 4.5 during 1956-57.. 'This-
decline - of: percentage in the

- higher - income group and .in-

crease:” of pe:eentage ‘in ‘the

< lower income group shows a
'regremve income dismbuuon »

. The poue)'ty of our ‘people

g 1) proverbial; . but even the
“most philosophu:al ‘minds will
" be aghast gt sotne of the find-
- ings of :the. National Samplé
.Suroev, according to ‘which:

Economic
‘Weekly October 28, 1960):

Ie Ge'mxllron“of our. ‘people

‘live on as low as five annas

;or less per day.

@ 40 miillions on 4 annas or
. less per day. -

S 20m11honson2annasor’

less -per day._
The meamng of these ﬁguresl
is clear. Now compare the

‘ plight: of these .people with the -

‘business tycoons whose earn-
ings run into crores—who build
-industrial _empires under the °

‘socialist pattern' we are. sup-

posed to be building. -

The 1957 Congress - Election

Manifesto stated that “the prin= -

- cipal burden of finding resour- )
ces must inevitably fall on the

people” of the country.. . ‘This
burden has to ‘be borne. But it
should be spread out in such a
way as to fall chiefly on those
who are in a better position to
shoulder it. . The structure of

taxation is being' reconstructed " .
‘with this object in view. This :
procsswill ‘also help in"redu- . -

cing disparities” m income and-
wealth,” -

The"total tax revenue of the
Union-- and- State Governments:
increased enormously during
-thelast decadé—from Rs. 739;
crores in 1951-52  to. Rs. 1,291
crores_in: 1960-61.
estimates fof '1961-62 ‘put the .
‘figures  of the expected tax -
vield at a’ still . hrgher level at ’
Rs. 1,371 crores -

Most of this rise. took place

during the Second Plan penod.

ama,’a

:’-4

‘debted . household - has’

!eature of agricultural labour. ;
conditions - is ‘the intensified .-
exploitation -of child labour. "
" The report draws the follow--

ployment .of chtld-labour in -

‘risen from 4.2 per centm"

1956-57 at'the all-India level.
Iatively increased, the average -

--53 nP in agricultural opera- -

The budget i

during " the.

..like the

The annual tax. ylelds had Sn-
creased by only Rs. . 150 crores” -
t Plan _ period:’
- during the Sedond Plan it rose’ !
by about Rs. 500 crores from .’
‘Rs. 892 crores in 1956-57 to Rs. °
".1,373 crores in 1961-62. v
The totdl of additional taxas
; txon actually put ‘through'ini the
course. of the Second Plan was,
. aceordmg to the Planning Com- o
mission, Rs."1,052 crores, wh1ch .
. was more than 250 per cent of -
the addxtlonal tax target accep<’
-ted initially in the Second Plan. -
-The Third Plan has-fixed the .
target of addmonal taxatioh’ at
Rs. 1,710 crores. ‘Even if - this
.target is not over-fulﬁlled un-
Second .’ Plan’s, the
" total of additional taxa‘uon put’
through in the course of the
decade- (1956-57 " to 1965-68) ..
-will resach the staggermg figure.
of Rs. 2,862 crores, -
Who has bome thls colosal
burdén?

According to ﬁgures worked

.out

by Dr.- - }
(Economic Weekly, August 26,"

"V.K.R.V.

Rao.

'1961), while the. proportion_of

‘income assessed. . to income-"
tax” :increased from 7.9 per
"cent in 1951-52 to 9.3 per cent
in'- 1959 60, that of the -

ceipts fém -incometax” to pa-’ ’

“re-

tional income ‘fell from 2.03

.- Income-after-tax . ‘of
hmxted number of assesseee in-
‘creased by about Rs. 400 crom
:during this ‘period.

In the same article -Dr. Rao.

‘per cent to 1.79 per cent dunng
the same period..

" these

,produced figures | which ' show
that while the proportlon ot

“individual _incomes” -

10 ‘na- -

. tional inecome increased from
" 4.77 per cent in 1851-52 t0 5.78

Der cent in 1959-60, that:of tax’ -

to. the

assessed -income de-

; .creased from 16.9 pér: cent to

13.0 per cent lnthe . same

period.

S

This 611.ly QOes to show

-that ‘the taration policy of

the Government. shows a pay-- -
tiality to the rich, since they -

alone are fortunate ‘enough to -
have incomes big eaough to
be assessed,

~This point ia emphnsised by .
the following list of conces-
- sions made by the Congress -

’ Gooemment in the sphere of -
direct taxation.

1950.51,

— Business proﬂta tax
abolished.

— Reduction ' in rate of
income-tax on compames.

— Reduction *
income-tax *
(Rs. 10,000 and over)

in rdte’ of
on individuals'

- . — Raising exemption limit
i-for” undivided Hindu family.

195354,

O — Raising of" exempuon
" limit on personal mcome—tax

rebate

al-

195556,
= ':Development
of 25 per cent on new ma-
. chinery. -
. _ Busmeas losses
. lowed to be: carried forward
mdeﬁmtely :
-1957.58, e
— The

excoss dlvxdenL '
tax reduced -to 10, per cent
(from 12 1]2 per cent) on'the

distribution of dividends be-
tween 6 and .10 per cent of
paid-up. ,capxtal to 20 per cent
. (from 25 per’ cent )on-divi-

- per cent).

. == Super
inter-corporabe dividends re-

tax rate‘

.. dends between 10 and 18 per
- cent .and, ‘on . dividends. over .
. 18 to.30 per cent (trom 37 1]2 .

.on

:.duced to 10 from 17T per _cent'
“for Indian" ¢ompanies. and 20"

mw

. per cent for forexgn compa-

—_ Rate t “eorporation

2 .and earning. .. other incomes

‘reduced from 36 to 30 per
Jeents

1958—59.

“of development ‘rebaté from

" +25'to 40 per cent in case of

new ships launched- -after De~'
‘cember 31, 1957. In respect
of gift: tax the’ following. eéx~
. emptions-were allowed: = -

- 1) Gifts -for - carrying on-a

- . business; profms:on, Or. voca-

tion, and

'\ #) Gifts made trom the ex- -

“rulers privy purse.
1960-61.

—Wealth tax on compames
abolished,

’ —Exc& dlvidend tax abo- ’
lished.

196162,

— Tax onnew bonuslasuos :

reduced from 30 1o 12 12
per cent. .

ceived’ by foreign companies
. from the non-subs:dxa.ry In-~
dian’ companies reduced- from’
. 53-to 40 per cent.
.. —Tax on royalties received
‘from  Indian enterpr:ss by
" foreign
from 63 to 50 per.cent. *
: —The penod of tax exemp-
- tion 'for forexgn techmcxans
. extended,
— Ths beneﬂt of the five
years’. tax hohday extended -
. to newly started hotels,
- ~— Financial = institutions

like Industrial Finance Cor- -

. poration, : Industrial - Credit
and Investment Corporation,
etc., which are jointly spon-.
sored by the Government and"
big business allowed to claim
a9 deduction, approprlatlons
made to a special reserve ac-.

* eount. of 'sums not exceeding
10 per cent of the total in-

.eome of each year. .’

"This is reinforced by the hlgb

- rate of tax evasion.

“Professor 'Kaldor in hls re-
port. to the -Government of

_ India estimated that the Toss to

exchequer by way of evaded -
income -tax would amount -to

-anything  "between' Rs. = 200

crores ‘and Rs. 300 crores.

- Though-the Central ‘ Board of -
. Revenue consider’ it to be an
’overestlmate they also admit
“that there “is evasion and the

amount -of evasion is rather
high. The Direct Taxation En-
quiry Committee, headed by
the "ex-Union Mmister Mahabir -

_Tyagi, has also admitted to this

fact.”

" ‘That Professor Kaldor was
nearer to the truth -~ than the
Central Board of Revenue will

"be evident from the following

report “published -in the Cal-
cutta Statesman, mouthpiece of
British Finance caprtal, which
cannot be  suspected: ‘of base-
lessly runmng down' the Con--
gress regime or big buslnm
practice. ’
Stupendous volume of un-

. healthy transactions are car-

ried on otitside "+ the official
 market daily in what is call-
“ed the Katni market. Katni

: market is said to have grown

". . more powerful thin the offi~ -

" cial share market and is vir-
_ tually -controlling - the latter
“to the detriment of\bona fu!e
“investors, -

. The total tuﬁwoer in the’

. katni inarket is said to be in

the' " neighbourhood o! Rs,

* 10,00,00,000 daily. ... .

" According to an expert estl- ;
mate’the Goveérnment of India -
‘would 16t have: had to impose
-quite-such heavy excise’ duties J
and cause quite: such hardslnp’
-~ to the ordmary citizen it steps )

tax for . foreign’ companies’
y 'operatmg through = branches °

- ‘Inerease “in the rate:

—The tax on dwxdends ré- -

_companies reduced -

.venue income

-indirect taxation -

" were taken to recover the Gov;

untaxed money ::that floats in

.ihe katfi market :of .Calcutta.

.. daily (The Statesman, Caleutta,

‘such a high degree of fax eva-

sion, the Tyagi- Committee, re- -

ferred to above, held that the
_softness of the ‘adininistrative
organs towards the .tax evaders

was chiefly’ responsible for this.’
It said:

“One lmportant
‘the prevalence -
stated’” 'to be that - in actual
practice ‘no deterrent pumsh

" -.ment like imprisonment is be-
ing rieted out " to tax evaders
when they are. caught. Though’
the direct taxes’ Acts. provide .
for prosecutxon and ' imprison-

reason for

ment in cases of concealment_

and false ‘statement in declara-’
tions, the .Department | . has not,.

-ernment’s: share from the - vast'

. May 23, 1961—-emphasxs add-
Ved). :

D1$c'ussmg the reasons ofv

of ‘evasion is :

: 'mately scales down the arrears

. durmg the last ‘ten years got i
‘even- a smgle person convicted
“for ‘evasion. - :'Even ‘moderate
"penalties” lev1ed by. assessing .
oﬁlcers are.reduced to.nominal .. :
sums by appellate .authorities, -~ - -
Both these - factors, 'the non-
resort fo. prosecution - and. the:
rion-levy of deterrent penalties - .
“have no. doubt, encouraged the

. growth of ‘évasion.”" (Report of
the Direct Taxdtion Enqmry L
Committee, p. 150). - T

After allowing the dxshoneat s
assessees sufficiently Iong time - .
to complete all -their manipu-.. " -
lations = for ‘evading ‘the tax -
levied, the

‘Government ulti- " ‘-

1o what it call the ‘effective’ . °
level. Thus for instance, the :
ars of ‘incomeé tax for the
years 1958-59 and 1959-60 were
-scaled down from Rs. 271.60 =
crores’and Rs. 257.40 crores to.
Rs. - 152.36 crores and". ‘Rs
133. 60 crores’ respectxvely

" As for the poor.. they have '

been -the proverbxal sacrifical
lamb.

OutofatotalmcreaseotRs.

_411 crores-in the Revenue Ac-.. .

count of the Central Govern='
ment ‘(from -1950-51 .- to 1961~
- 62), Rs, 335 crores was secured
‘through indirect - taxation - as

. against Rs. 78 crores secured
=through direct taxes.

' In other words, indirect taz
~ collections " increased by 250-
per cent as against a 59 per
cent rise in direct tax collec-
‘tions. By far the largest part .
of the increased yields from
indirect taxres was secured
"by the levy of éxcise duties .
on such essential : commodi-
ties as kerosene, sugar “ma-
tches, tobacco, tea, etc.

The ﬁgures of increased re~
of the States
show that exactly two-thirds of -
the total increase or Rs,'330.51

‘ crores (from 1951-52 .to 1061-
62) were secured through in- -
.crease in indirect taxes. - :

This enormous _increase in
indirect taxation: means that
miost of these levies are directly

_shifted on to the consumers. A .

study made by the Tax Re-
search Unit of the Department .
of Econormc Affairs in_the Mi-
nistry ‘of Fmance, Government

of Ind.la, throws a’lot of light

on the increasing incidence of”
on people’s :
consumption._

According " to the above
study, anyone in India spend-
ing a rupee in - 1953-54 had.
to contribute 3.4 .nP to the
exchequer in the form of in-
direct taxes; this contribution
increased to 5. 3 nP in 1958~
59, .,

The mmdence on the urban
populatlon is very much higher
than the all-India average; and

-.it has also increased at a faster
" rate, An urban consumer, who

~hadtopay58nPwtheex-

- chequer in 1853-54, pald 8 7 nP

- -in 1958-58. © .

In “other words, for .every ’
rupee spent, an urban consu--.
mer got the refurn of no tore
than 81,3 nP:in-1958-59. These ..
average ﬁgures, however, fail
to bnng out the’ growing sacri--

8 person ‘of- the lowest’ expen- -

- per ‘month. - What is more sig=

‘Rs. 14.70

in 1958-59. "In’ other words the

" to.Rs 54.96.

: ﬁce xmposed on people in the &
lower income groups. .- ;
- Let-us, therefore, conﬁne our»' -

study-to the town " poor and the - -

‘lower middle class, ‘i.e, fami<

lies with. monthly expendrture
of up to Rs. 300. - :

Since ' an average household_ R
consists - of five members,
.family belonging to the month-

'ly expenditure group of -up to
Rs. 50 has got only Rs. 10 to
spend per member per month.
Out of every rupee spent " by
urban’ family - of this mcome .
group, 5.4 nP.is taken away by
the State. - <

" In-other ‘words, the net per
capita ‘average - expenditure of -

diture group is only Rs. 9.46

nificant is that  this is 19.nP -
lower the average per.
capita expenditure ¢} this group
in 1953-54.

Duetoasxmﬂarrxseinthe
incidence of indirect taxation .
on all the expenditure groups,
the net consumption " expendi- IR L
turehassmferedacutlnevery T L

For+ example an urban
family belongmg to the expen-
diture ‘group of Rs, 151-300, -
paid a levy of mdxrect taxation -°
of 4.9 per cent in" ' 1953-54,
which increased to 8. 4 per cent
in 1958-59.. -

A famxly with a monthly ex- : o
penditure ' of Rs. 300 has no .-
more -than Rs. 60_to spend per ’
member.  Such a family . paid
as indirect taxes per
month in 1953-54 and Rs. 25. 20

per capita expendxture of this,
group. decreased from Rs 57 0§ .

We have this time tocussed
attention only on three aspects
of the shameful record. of the "
Congress. Next time = we shall -
take up other’ features. : A

(The material” used in thse.- B
pages came from the Commu-" .. » "~
nist Party publications. Third = .-
‘Elections — Commiunist Chal-.. =+
lenge by Ajoy Ghosh; National
Income by K. P. S: Menon;. and.
WhoPaysforOm-Pla 'by
Ajit Roy) . L




the Bombay H:gh Court"

: UCH a factor was never
C. reckoned with but fortu-
- nately the dispute between the’
Alr-Tridia: International . Cor-

s represented by the "Air -Cor-"
poration ‘Employees - Union,
brought the-existence. of sach
. highly - arbitrary’ arbitrators’
into ‘sharp relief 'and proved

_ that such an arbitrator could

.ot only prolong a settlement.”
.~ . . of the dispute for months but
. --also.sabotage. @ - settlement

' mutually agreed. upon. -be-’
. tween’ the parties to the dis- )

: rute

’Amaz:inlgf—"' |
Demand

Follcwing the failure of
negotiations  to' -resolve ‘the
dispute: 6n wage; sca!es, ete., :
} REES , both - the: émployees "and the

aeo ot R . -management of the Air-India-
s “: Corporation voluntarily-agreed

~to refer the matter to a Roard :
of Arbitrators:‘comprising of "

“two members ‘éach ‘from -the °

" sides of the: “‘management’ and

the e:mployees and an inde--

pendent person nominated by .

Goverriment as the Chairman.

. The Board was set up on June

27, 1959, and D. V. Vyas was

the Government of Bombay

L Arbltrator Vyas demanded
" “an exemplary fee of Rs. 150
per hour or part of an hoar -
as his remnpneration during
the. arbifration period. and -

‘ARBITRATOR Vyas
has got quite an im-
pressrve ‘récord. He is-in’
the good books of the
anti-labour Labour Min-

a long time. Government
had put him as chairman
of a number of arbitra-

" B he has successfully acted

‘8 him, Shantilal Shah has

" & the. money-bags. e
% - In'. the
through Vyas’s -
Birlas
aﬁecting an actual cut In
.- workers emoluments, Vyas
. awarded only Rs, 1.5.1akhs

‘the Times. of. India’ dxspute,
where the: management
: after workers'

Arbitrator : Vyas it is re-

eloquently of’ his tie _with

When the 17th Session of the Indian Labour
Conference recommended that voluntary arbitration
. -should be- encouraged - against -adjudication for the
‘settlement - of - disputes, nobody, . perhaps,: thought
. that at soine time one wonld. come across -arbifrary
- arbitrators like D. V. Vyas, ICS ‘a ret:red Judge of - =

- later,

" poration and its” employees; " -

nominated as its Chairman by

ister Shantilal Shah-for"

S tion proceedings -where

as the  watch-dog of capi- .
talist interests. - Through -

made ‘himself a pet of:

Hind - Cyeles;
“award, ‘.
-were- blessed in.

as’bonus to the workers. in.:

ported,is still on the panel'=
of :arbitrators' of the Gov-:
_ernment - of Maharashtra.. -
% That he-is still thetre dés- .

pite the demand of his re-
moval’ .b¥. workers, speaks:

v

management, agreed to take
:a lump sum fee, “and two'
return_ air passages to. the
USA” as his remuneration.

The arbitratlon continued
for months 'and finally the .

" parties to the dispute arrived -

at a’ bipartite agreement on
all the polnts of the dispute

except one and submitted the -

agreement before the Chair-

man of the Board of Arbitra- ‘

Yors. !

‘The agreement inter alia
raised the- minimum ‘wages

. . and afforded some substantial -

benefits to the employees. The
itern which the agreement left

* over to be decided by the

Board related to retirement .
beneﬁfs. 3

The bipartite agreement was.
arrived at between the parties -

the committee of -arbitration
to give an award on the basis
of it unless I study.and under- -
‘stand its full legal ‘and finan-'

clal implications and eﬂects"

. On May 14 1960, ‘Arbitra<.
tor Vyas and his wife went’

: ".4 jon 3 bon \voyage on the
accordum to the -

inaugural  flight.' by
" Boeing .to the. USA and.had
" 'a happy- sojonrn there for .

about a fartnight. They re-
- turned .to India in August -

‘: and arbitrator. Vyas caled

- for a meeting of -the Board. -
.om Aungust 25, The union res= ..

‘presentatives - refused : Ato
--attend the meeting because

arbitrater -Vyas, .according -
. to them, was no longer an
' -impartial arbitrator. - . .-

Arbitrator Vyas soon passed
an order ‘that the bipartite
ogreement was: not a- legal
agreement .and +took - upen .
himself the’ responsibility of
-passing an award as “a single
and sole arbitral

Against this order, the union\
filed & writ petition'-in the .
‘Bombay High Court asking for .
.8 writ restraining -the Chafr-
man trom writing and/or

and signed by the representa- =

tives of both the management
and. -the -employees . on: the
Board of arbitration an May 9, -

""1960. but’ when' it~ was ‘sub-
mi .to.

‘the . chairmsn -on -
-May 16, for his signature and
to declare the award. in terms
of the agreement, he refused

to comply wlth the request as

é felt' ‘

Par-tilan
_Approach

“It was unot possible tor me -
as ‘a responsible chairman of

“And this Shantdal Shah, s
‘whose "role ‘in ‘the 110-day
‘strike in the Premier Auto-
mobiles in 1958 is notorious, §-.
had “forcéd- the working X
class' of ‘Bombay to rise in
revolt -against him' in ‘the
general strike’ of July 25, ¥
‘1958. LT

Now he I8 seeking re- 8
€lection from-the Andheri
constituency where 'he is §
being” -opposed by .the ¥
Maharashira trade - union
leader—B. s Dhume

L Thiswlllbearealﬁght-
- a8 between a proved sgent
of the monopolists and a:

for. Probably the workers'
would “give a fitting reply -
to that man who. has not'
once refrained from taking;
resort ‘to draconian mea-.

. sures’ in - quelling working
S amount of bonus to Rs 35»‘ '
lakhs..

vf

'class struggle

Arbitrator Vyas would-
“soon -berelegated -to - obli-..
vion except for. his  mis-
deeds .’ but... persons .- like .’
Shantilal shah,- potent. as
they are, will they continue
to threaten. working class
interests with their diaho- .
lidal schemes for scxne more -
- ey

real representative of the
workers, The result, there-.
fore, will be worth waiting_ )

%

m by
Swdhare
kaergee

O

oleloleletolerotole]
gl v

- declaring the ’a’wa‘r&" oh, the

ground that “by accepting for

' himself and for his wife free

' air passages in the inangural
-fljght, .of Boeing, sponsored by
- the eorporation, the chairman .

* had rendered himseélf incom- ‘B

. petent to declde the dispute”.
This - petition was admitted
_and an interim injunction was’
granted. The union slso served
a strike notice. .

Immediately, another seit-
appointed mediator Shantilal
Shah; Minister for Law, Judi-
ciary and Labour.of the Maha- .

- .rashtra Government - inter-
- ‘vened into. the ‘matter and

persuaded the -union repre-

- sentatives. to withdraw the: -

writ application and the strike .
notice, as-he convinced the.

; parties that he bélieved: “Vyas

- will. pass .an order_in terms °
of the agreemen ?, e

Following the withdrawal of
the writ application, arbitrator -
Yyas now emboldened, pro-
--ceeded to pass orders on. the.
agreement and held that; .

g “Ncw there cannot be
..+ slightest doubt. that the
. above agreement... is ‘not _§

based upon -any Trational
.. principle nor is it snpport-
. able on merit.” But the real .
joke was that while arbi--
- tratoer  Vyas was. criticising

ment of the corporation had

ment.

'l‘he award of - arbltrator
Vyas was declared on -Novem-~..
“ber 1,:1960 -and: publisbed in'

" bér 7.’ Besides -giving.. direc~
-tions, . which .. were. .in_ . the.
.- vature:. of- the interpretation
- of the agreement as:the chair-
-man 8w+ it arbitrator Vyas .

the - -

: Judges

the agreemenit, the manage- &
already accepted the agree- :

tirement benefits - which ‘was

to:the interests
ployees st

On January 9; 1961 Ee
union and' another workmg
of the corporation filed writ

spplications: before the Bom- .’
Lay ‘High ~Court challenging‘

-the legality of the award on
the grounds' -

~ “That the agreement of )

-May 9, 1960 must hold. the

-field, t.hat the chairman had’
no- \jurisdictlon to sit'in judg-

ment over the agreement and -
to give directions, or to decree” -
that the agreement of May'9, -
1960 shall be implemented -
sonly subject to the directions,

and that by accepting hospi-
tality of one of the parties to

:the :dispute ‘before him, the
chairman had rendered him-
. self incompetent’ to be a judge

of the cause"

The writ applications ‘were ;

“heard- by . Justices  Chandra-
chud and Patel of the Bombay

- High'Court, both of whom re- -
‘véntlyin separate judgments’
With almost identical con---
‘clusions  upheld - the conten- -

»tlons oi’ the petitioners -

" Both the Judges of' the High
Court ‘discussed the “scathing
condemnation of the coercive
measures - adopted by the

union to stifie the decision on -

merit” of "the dispute and
that part of the award where
Arbitrator Vyas sought to re-
“inforce his condemnation .of
-the union by quoting Bhartri-
‘hari:” ‘“body -gets ~old: face
-becomes full of wrinkle; hairs

greed remains ever young”

Beprimand

- Ghandrachud ¥, comment-
- ‘ed on this part of the award

that “To seek w put a gloss’

on what Bhartrihari said is

- he wailed in vain" :

.. Patel. J, commented that

‘I’he language used in the

award is far to strong in seve-.:

1al places and the quotation

trom Bhartribari in the last

1ejected the demand ot re-;

* gratuitons but 1t is difficalt’

" 'toresist the observation that
when the bard said ‘Human .

- -greed remams ever young"

,paragraph of his award and
. comparison of the demands of
left over.in.the agreement..’
- He 'also made caustic remarks ~
sboyt the union and geherally
- bis directions were. -prejudicial -
~the em=

- with the directions, some- 6f -

the -employees with! ‘the ever
young greed of humsan would

eppear to be uncalled for.. -

“Fiis criticlsm’ taken along
‘which appear to be prejudfcial

.to the employees, -are suffi-_
-clent to vitiate the directions

:and they. must, therefore,
quashed e S

Referring to’ the !act that

'Arbitrator ‘Vyas- enjoyed the

hospitality of - the -Air-India

International; Chandrachud R I

g remarked'

’.‘1 “’l‘he minutw (ot Air-
- India Intérnational) do ‘not
_show that it ‘was a.lso agrwd
- to give:free air passages to.
the chairman but it- -appears '
i that the reference was not
. made becanse the chairman’
and: his : wife, . like other .
' passengers-on the inaugural’
: flight, ‘were  invitees.  It.
‘seems to us a little odd that

.. chairman. should have been:
. fixed partly in cash’ and
g partly in kind”; ‘

o Sharp
Y Belmﬁ

Chandrachud J. held : ‘In .
our. opinion, by.accepting for N

himself and his’ wife, hospita- -
-lity- from one’ of the parties
to the dispute before him, the -
chairmdn ' rendered himself
incompetent to be a judge of
the cause before him. The:

directions given by the chair- -
- mdn cannot, therefore, bé per-: :
become. grey; limbs’ lose vitaz
lity and - vigour; but human -

mitted to. form a part of t.he
nward" :

To this Patel J added “The
‘implication belng that at least-

for Seven days that the guests .
.-were in the USA, respondent
~ 1. and his wife enjoyed the:
- ‘hospitality of the corporation..

“There ‘can be .no. doubt that’
- the hospitality. could not-have..
‘been niggardly. The ateept-

:ance of such hospitality dur-" -
ing the pendency of arbitra- .

tion would cledrly amolmt to
legal misconduct” e

The. Judges - also held that

.- the "bipartite agreement was-
" “g lawful dgreement on which -

are super imposed directions.
"which - are *without'“jurisdic-

tion. There is, therefore, no' -

diffichlty in ‘glving effect to
the agreement apart from the
direction”, - : .
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the " remuneration of .the -

Portuguese priso_nersk in Daman...

'.l'he Battle for Daman wﬂl ‘be remembered as one of
“-the toughest battles fought in the course of thé: ‘libefation
of the Portuguese enclaves in India. =As Maj. Mutalik, and
Iater on Col. Bhonsle himself, put it to me: “We had to

fight for every inch of the

I was the ﬁrst joumalist

to break through the ban -
Imposed even on the Press to

“enter :the liberated territory
-of Daman, and to get official

permission to- enter  Daman.
When I left for Vapi I was
‘warned by some journalist

+ friends that I-would not be.

allowed to get into.

Nonetheless, I was impatient
“and determined to get into

" Daman “officially, as I had
heard a number of disturbing
and distressing stories about

" the behaviour of our troops, '

and I wanted to check: them

~up personally. Moreover I was

_very much interested to have
a first-hand account of the
actual battle, .

Bo, on reaching Daman I
tried to get into contact with
_the: military authorities on
Trunk - telephone, and after

-waiting for more than.four
*"hours luckily I could get Maj-
. Mutalik. of the Light Maratha
" Infantry on the line.

.Press
Welcomed

. Introducing myseli‘ 1 told
him . my. purpose. - And
prompt came the  reply
that they would be happy
- .0 welcome the Press —
actually they were wonder-
- ing why the Press had not
eontacted them yet. -

Maj. Mutalik, who was
guiding the Press party, took
as to various spots of import--
_ance during the battle, and
explained how . our
had planned double-pronged
attack from the right and the
left. .
our march started at about
11 pm. on the night of De-
cember 17 from our base camp

about two ‘miles from- Vapl-

‘town_and about three miles
"“from the border. Our troops
took up their positions behind -,
. the hills just near the Kunta
- post on our side of the border.

‘But it was actually.at 3 am.
on the 18th morning that our
“troops crossed into the Portu-
guese-held territory. And it~
was . at_ about 3.50 ‘a.m
that the Portuguese first’
< 'located  our troops and they
. opened ‘heavy fire both ' from-

machineguns ‘and rlﬂes At"

maunar y “ foaz-

terrltory.

least 20 machineguns mustp
have been in action then. It
was at about 4-15 am. that
the Portuguese. commissioned
their heavy artillery into
action. Eight heavy guns—24
. pounders—fired on our posi-
tions from the Big-Daman
Fort .about four miles away.
© . One artillery operating
from one mile behind our
.O.P," position - rephed the
* Portuguese’ artillery ‘fire,
‘and .they silenced . at least
two of the Portuguese heavy
guns. By 7 a.n. our forces
had already captured a few
‘places including the aero-
drome, fighting their way
© against all odds ‘and heavy
.. incessant fire from the Por-
. tuguese side. : :

o

It was under these trying -

conditions that ‘our forces had
to requisition the help of our
eir force to put the Portu-
guese heavy artillery out of
action, and it must be said -

- that our two jet fighters did

- their job marvelously well,
. with a minimum of damage to
‘the civilian and military hves
and property.

“On the 18th . morning at
about 8 am., Col. Bhonsle,
who was in the over-all
charge of the operation, and:
‘who was commanding - the
battle from the O.P. hills,
called the ‘C’ company com-
manded by Maj. Shivankar,
and the Y’ company, com-
manded by Maj. Mutalik, into
action. ‘C’ company was asked
to advance by the right side:
and proceed to the edge of the .
town. Y’ company was to
advance from the left, -pro-
ceed to the town and capture
- the main street.: ‘

Diﬁieult
Advanee

* But’ aiter a little advance
“it was found simply impossible
to move any further In view
of the -heavy and incessant
downpour of bullets by the
-heavy -machinegun fire from
the Portuguese side—unless,

. of course if we were prepared .
‘for.- heavy. casualities’ from» -

boththesides._-..'

" were-pinned to- the ground.

.And at ‘one stage'the situa-
tion had become so critical
that the question whether

to advance or to withdraw .

was on the anvil,
‘A’ company commanded by

. Capt. -Mohite, perhaps the

youngest of.ﬁcer—about 25 or

.27—in the Maratha Battalian .
. supplied rellef to ‘C’ and ‘Y’
. companies, but his men too
faced heavy machinegun fire :

and suffered four casuaities.

. It was only towards dusk on-
the 18th that our troops were

able to enter the outskirts of

Daman' town, . after our air-
boys had successfully silenced
the Portuguese heavy  guns,
and shattered the Portuguese
fighting and firing posts.

-From

Harry Desai

- But here too our army met

with a stiff resistance from -

the Portuguese in the street-

" fighting.- Perhaps one of . the
. severest - battles was fought-
-near Tin-Batti, a road junc-

tion on the main street of/ the
Daman town. - <

It was only on "the  19th
muorning that the Portuguese
agreed to lay down arms and
surrendered to our army. '

In this.whole operation Col.
Bhonsle worked out the stra-

tegy of our forces'entering °

the Portuguese enclaves thro-
ugh the side-posts of Kunta,
which, acdcording to the ‘secret
information’ with our army,
were least defended or fenced

by the Portuguese, whilé the -

main entrance at the Dabhil-
post on the Vapi-Daman main
road was heavily guarded..

" But the later experlence was
to show .and prove that this

. gtrategy was ‘based on a-

wrong and patently false in-
formation, and consequently

" Wwe faced fierce resistance. AS

a matter of fact the Portu-

guese - had well-entrenched
themselves on all the fronts,
‘and they had well-planned -
and prepared their defences, -

and made preparations for a
longtime resistance: :

. later enquiries made by
this writer . revealed  the

fact ‘that the ‘information

.. supplied to our Army re- "l
I-'romlOa.m.toz-SOp.m.,
both “C*and ‘Y. companies ’

" garding’ "‘the - Portuguese
strengfh and positions was

..-And arms’ they -had used against us.

. strong and stiff -resistance

_sistance for three months.

.

sive purposes -also, The fall
meaning and significance. of -
this stray remark would be-
lost if it is read in isolation,
but if one keeps in mind the.
. suspected ‘link up’ and ‘deal’
between Portugal and Pak-

" istan regarding Din.-and

‘Daman, the full significance )
and implications of this re-
mark become clear. '

Later on, while * talking” to
Col. Bhonsle about these cap-

-tured huge military.  stocks,

which, according  to him in-
cluded Bren guns, Breda guns,’

.Sten guns, Luisl guns, Heavy -

_'patently false and delibera-
tely “misleading,’ ‘'while  the
Portuguese were well-_
informed about us and the’
information they had re-
garding our strength, our

. positions, the zero hour, our
likely moves and strategy
ete.,, was far more, and very
near, correct. -

And- this has led me  to
have a strong suspicion that
someone working ° for us,

- and claiming to be our
‘sympathiser and . well-
wnsher' had . deliberately
sapplied us false informa-
tion and misled our army,

" and had betrayed our army -
o to the Portuguese.

This js the key to “the

put up by the Portuguese on

- the Daman front and the
unusually long daration of
the Daman battle, This also
explains our comparatively
less forces—only 600 in arms
and 750 in all—to, the Por-
' tuguese strength of more
than 900. -

In the course of my talks
with Maj. Mutalik he said
that the Indians in the Por-
tuguese army fought more
toughly, more tenaciously and

" _more fiercely. This was later
on confirmed by Col. Bhonsle

himself. ‘This. was rather sur- .

“prising and intriguing.. But

my Iater enquiries showed"
that they were ‘forced’ to fight
like that by the Portuguese at
the point of bayonet.

The Portuguese had collect-
ed such' a vast quantity of
war material—which has been

‘captured by our army—in such

@ tiny place as Daman: that -

“one wonders what the Portu-
guese were really up to. In this
_connection a responsible mili-.

“tary officer told me that look-

‘ing to the Portuguese mili-
tary stores it seems they had
made preparations to defend .
Daman for a long period and
they would have put’ up re-

'Signiﬁeant '
Remark

The same officer’ added a-
" significant remark that- the:
captured Portuguese ' mili-"

-guns—25 pounders—and a

number of rifies such ag 303; .
Piat rifles, etc., and two-inch
mortars, s-inch mortars ete, I
learnt that some of these.
weapons bore NA'IO mark-
ings, - ‘
Col, Bhonsle also said that’

" the Portuguese had planned

the -resistance for a . longer
period, and looking to these.
huge military pile-ups they
would have been able to do s0-
if the standard of training,

Aand the mettle, of their atmy

was on par with our boys. But
it was not- so0. , It' was much
lower.

fPa"lu;etaln °s
’ 0biective

When I speciﬁcally asked
" Col. Bhonsle .if he thought
these captured huge military
stores staked by the Portu-
guese had anything to do with
the suspected, and. likely,

Alink-up between Portugal and.

Pakistan, he certainly could -

. not, and.would not, enlighten’

. me on the subject. My later
efforts with the civilian autho-
rities Jike Mr. Cohelo, the Civil
Administrator and the Dy.8.P.

" Mr, Variava to get some eluci- -

dation on this score also did .
not meet with any success.
- And naturally so,

But with all this X am In

a position to say definitely -
that even though the Por-

" 'tuguese haveé destroyed the

. documents and papers. be- .

. fore surrendering, nonethe-
less some important papers
and documents have fallen .
in our hands which suggest
some sort of a ‘link-mp’ be- ~
‘tween Portugal and- Pakis-

- tan, Two important top offi--
cials of the Central Intelle-
gence were in Daman in this .
‘connection at the same time
when this writer was also in
The people of Daman hold -

in great respect and  high

" esteem the men and thé offi-
" cers of the Maratha Batta-

lion, partjcularly Col. Bhonsle

" and +Maj.- Mutalik, for their
" kind: ‘and :gentle behaviour,

for - their . human approach.
- and understanding, for their
prompt -.bringing in of -the
much-needed supplies of daily

“basic needs of foodstuffs like -

tary stores in Daman ‘sug---grain, fresh vegetables ete., on
-gest- that- they  were not -

- poses, - but very - probably
they were: meant for-offen- <

‘the very. evening of the lbera-
ont, for the-electric. supply on.
the very.neéxt day ot the libe-
ration ‘ete:

L m:ema 'rmn'rzm




wer

., 'True, he ventured forth some-
“"“times’ in ‘the -interests :0f. De-
. mocratic Research or Cultiral -

-

By A S R. CHARI

.- Though Ra]aji and Munshl who held hlgh offices

_under the Congress’ Govemment may. be the box office
) vattractmns, few can doubt that the Swatantra Party-
- is'an embodiment of Minoo Masani’s aspirations, For -
° some years in the drawing and dmmg halls of the
very rich he was regarded. as the . coming Messiah
‘when he preached his pink socialism. But soon Minoo
-‘Masani found even the word socialism = too revolu-'
tlonary, too - pregnant with. dangers. )

O he. reconsidered “socias
lism” afid .came ° to two'
- firm conclusions. _First, that
the development ‘of - India
“should. be left solely.

. Hands of capitalists and land-

jords. Secondly, that the Gov-.
ernment should ~do nothing.
more than-reduce taxes, build -
" better. roads speedy. commu- .
~ pieations, supply cheap. yower -
and put down “strikes” and

. demands- for’ more Wages. ‘.

‘What could represent. his
ideals better. than the opulent -

: obscurlty of-an executive -in-

‘house of - Tatas as:it is now.
The first Tata it is true; ins-‘
‘pired by the ideals of Dada-

" bhai Naoroji 1;;'v;nti\;reci into
‘hea industry—iron ..
stee‘l,ylnvestment had-to be
"huge and ‘returns could not be ¢’
expected soon but Dadabhal .
.had taught-that national self-

- respect has a matenai base—

heavy: ‘industry.
His descendants, however,
lapsed into the traditional

" pattern-of Indian: finance

‘- and,soaps, -
T cosmet:cs, minor” )
. 'goods not of urgent nation-

" “capital and spread into-oils -
perfnmes “dnd
consumer

al - concern but yieidmg
'quick and high profits. ',

~So Masani found a havien

Fregdom-: "gbusing:, . - Riigsia,
weeping tears over Hungary
or a dance of jov at the in-

" :yasion | of- Cuba,—~the -poor

" abortiont

- Méanwhile the cgngress
having taken Tpower at the

" Centre and ‘the States had to

answer. an urgent-’ - question.
India ‘was  to  develop but
along what lines?. =

“ The. Congress during the
fight for freedom had accept-
ed “certain rights 3; the (11)\:2-
ple. Linguistic provinces. -
dras), Fundamental: ‘Rights

(Falzpur). .
The Constitution which was

" - adopted had also in.its Direc-

. prevail, .

- tive Prmciples fixed the -sigh
post—towards-a weélfare state-
where economic “justice shall -
concentration - of
-means of ptoduction in g few .’

. hands .be _prevented as far as

possible and a spiral develop- )

. ment to a living wage,lelsure

- for a human-:life and demo- -

i cratic va.lues. -

 SOCIALIST -
" SLOGAN

o

gave the slogan of a. Socialis-
- tic pattern of society

" 5.At‘Nagpur the slogan:of co-

,operatwe farming was given.
_Fhe Nehru ‘Government’

" uindertook. plaus; for’ bullding’

' s heayy industfial -~ base for
: Indian economy ' and Indian’

- mighty

f"steel plghts like’ Bhrlai, Rour~

- ‘kela’ arid ‘Durgapur sp! up .
“in the public sector. The Five

- Year-Plans went into -effect.

Large estates were, broken nP

in the -

~capital-

more or less by land legisla
dion,. | .
It rhust be" remembered
. that neither Nehru nor his
_'Government had become
leftist - and revolutionary
overnight, In fact the left
inside ‘the :Congress. had-
been . {raditionally - weak. -
. The rlght had always been-
-‘dominant. it controlled the
- machine. . It ‘was never in
sympathy = with - socalist
. ideas. So_ the Nehru Govern-

. mient chose a middle path. -

‘Neither so far right as to

. lose its influence * over the
masses nor so far left as to
lose the support of the
right. _'

MIDDLE
ROAD

.. The concept of a rmxed eco-

-nomy was the middle road. It

give full lattitude to private
-only- interfering - to
curb some of. the worst abu-
ses of the managing agency

. system and submitting it to a
-'scrutiny against tax’ dodging. .

- It did not nationahse any of
,the existing industrxes though

iany of them are rotten ripe .
for it.. -

It. carefully chose to’i:_{r}—
duce the public sector: only in
fields so barfen and forbid-
ding that the perenially shy
Indian -damsel, private capital,
would: bé 100, afraid to enter.

. The result of this middle of
the-_,'road .or dual policy 18’
there- fo: all to see. Foreign

_investments in India ' are at

an-all time high and the rich*

.in India have grown richer

~(Karachi), Agranan Reforms despite taxation.

- But .even this “hasten
- slowly” policy because of the
. -big development of the pub- -
* lic sector has made the

fears of reactionaries turn
" into panic. The building of
‘heavy industry by the state,
the formation of peasant
cooperatives, talk of socialist
pattern—were not those
| what the Russian and Chi-
.. nese people had done? It
the future of India is set

firmly on such rails what

would be the future for rug-
ged, lusty profit-greedy
: capitahsm of - Iaissez faire?
-What was to happen to the

"+ .7 big Iandowners? -
So at Avadi the Gongress :

" So from the ranks of; the
retired men, who:were too old °
“and . for. whom the nation -
found no more use came the
trickle.into the Swatantra. To
it came _C. Rajagopalachari
" and Munshi. These were men

who had always held. conser- .

vative ideas. ‘They weré par- .
ties to the Congress  resolu-
tions at Karachi, Faizpur, etc. .

-~ but: they did not belleve that

- those ' resolutions. were to be -
taken seriousiy

- Their conceptron of- I.ndian
»Governmenf. was-to. wield the
‘big :stick,  the - lathl ‘and the .
bu.llet against the common

people ‘and give tuli rein to
the vested interests. -
. Munshi was the - same
Home Minister of Bombay,
who ordered fire on the
workers who were protest-
- ing against the Industrial
Disputes Act, . justified his
‘action as putting “down an
" insurrection = and -

Assembly praise from the
Marquis of Zetlind congra-

tulating him ‘on his “strong
. and wise” Govemment._} .

To it also  came ' Cariappa

from the Army and V. P. Me- -

non from - the_ civil. service.
They were men who: had

ioyally served the British Mas- "
ters and were not suspected .
-of any nationalist synipathies. .

‘Mark -these’ names well—

CR, Munshl, ~ Cariappa’ - and "

V. P. Menon-these are the
fathers of Swatantra. [

They joined forces with-.

Masani, with. the - financial

power of the Indian tycoons ~

of high finance, with rich’
Maharajas and Maharanis—

those walking anachronisms

in modern India.

There .was one. man, how-

:ever, who by rights. and by
tradition ought to. have been o
fathers: of

also one of the.
Swatantra. That was Acharya
Kripalani, . One has, only to

read Nehrw's Bunch of Old -

Letfers to see what a consis-
tent dogged reactronary Kri-
palani is,

.Butheisa curious man out

of tune with the.  times and -

out of step’ with every politi-

cal party. . But .the Acharya °

made up for it. To be one of

the fathers of Swdtantra he -

did noi like but he was not
averse to becoming an adopted
sonl!

The policles of the swatan—
tra Farty can easily be seen
from press headlines. The

nothing. Its leaders speak and
the Press'in India;: which is
In the monopoly. grip of: bil-
lionaires, laps it up.. -

For the language of Swa-.
tantra is music to the hearts
-of the Press barons—Birla,
Geonka, Dalmia Jain ete.

quite *
shamelessl, ut in the
melessly read out £ " content .arises from the fact

do window dressing,
“;themselves' in.a democratic
garb to hide the rotten ideas =
inside. The Jana Sangh says. -
itisa non-communal orgam- v

: PROMISES

'AGAINs'r coneanss GOV-
. ERNMENT”. -

-“CONGRESS FLOUTED GAN -

DHIJI'S TENETS”.

“CR PROMISES BETTER
SET-UP IF SWATANTRA RE-

The idea is to try and capi- -

talise on the mass discontent.
Be it noted that the mass dis-

that radical measures in fav-

our of the tiller and landless,
a- more ‘equitable -distribution -
-of wealth, adequate wages In

keeplng with the rise in prices
are not yet.obtainable.. = " -
.. The discontent i5° not aga-

inst -planning, nor, at the fact.

that the princes’ are not al-
lowed ‘to rule any more nor

yet that the big’ estates are
~being broken -up.. .

But every party including
the Jana Sangh, has need to
to deck

sation." -

FALSE

' 'November 1961 that it pro-

mises war ‘against poverty, -~ -

How can it, except in words,
for ‘it believes that capita-
lists manage industry best
and. the landlords agrlcnl-
tare, -

,Thlsv_m splte of the mas-

‘Sive experienice’ of- the - last
' fifty years that the capita-
lists can only produce crises
and the landlords panpe-

Ordmarily such a party
would.have " been still-born.
But if one looks-at the daily

press of the Birlas, Geonkas, .
- Dalmias and Jains one would -
Swatantra Party as such does imagine that the' Swatantra .

Party is as old and .at least
as strong as the Corngress.
“The bold .headlines . 'and the
large space devoted to Swa-
tantra eﬂusions would sug-
gest that.

Powerful 'forces of- wealth-
*and power and deep decaying -

"_class interests back the Swa-

MISLEADING
SLOGANS

“CONGRESS BEHAVES LIKE
HITLER, PRINCES DENIED
ORDINARY ' RIGHTS", -says
C.R.:

“TOTAI.ITARIAN PLANNING
BY CONGRESS”, says Munshi
“CONGRESS HAS USURPED
INDIVIDUAL LIBEB.TY”, says

C. R.
“INCREASING ' MORAL - VA-
CUUM, . CORRUPTION

AMONG THOSE IN.
RITY”—Munshi

“PUBLIC SECTOR' SYMBOL
OF REGIMENTATION", says
C. R.

“PRIVATE COMPANIES DO-v

AU'mD-

NATIONS TO BE. SOUGHT BY"

RAJANY”,

“PERMIT, QUOTA. RULE. OF
CONGRESS IN RUI'NING TEE
COUNTRY” says C. R.

“POWER ' BEING MISUSED

FOR PARTY ENDS. C. R..

: SAYS ‘CONGRESS IS AN OR- -
GANISATION OF CAREE‘R
“ISTS”, .

“rsom.s nm

TURNED
INTO S!AVES .CR'S, CKABGE U

:....NEW..AG_B :

tantra,
The Rajas, Ranis-and Ma-

. harajas. who .have still 2 lot.
" of personal " wealth -and in '’

backward areas still command

- some’ personal respect. from

sections of the people are ral-
lying to the. faded -banner-of

Swatantra. For these the pro- -
Imise of resurrection - of their
- dead world "is the .strongest -

:"--and. their hopes:  for. "

The Swatantra declared .
at its Agra - Convention:in -

- Birla scribe,
‘party goes about its business
with “tact . and circumspec-

in the breast of Birlas and

. ‘Tatas et al.finds =z fine reflec-

tion, It is worth - quoting in
£,

‘“No one can be sure whe-
ther Indian politics. will de-
velop on these lines. or even
it it does how long it will take
...+ The Congress will then
stand for ‘the socialistic pat-

tern of soclety to be -achieved.

by democratic means- while

the . Swatantra Party - will .
stand for private . enterprise .

and- the freedom- of the com-
mon man,
“But though the distinction

..-is obvious and will be exagge-
“rated for election purposes it

is not so clear-cut as it is
made- out to be,. - CT
“The Congress may stand

for the welfare State and a )
of " society,

socialist pattern’
‘but it also believes in'a mixed

economy in which the private’ -
sector will-have- a
to play”. -

Therexn we 'see- the : dxle-

mma put’in a nutshell. The-
Congress - and Swatantra -

have diametrically opposite
. policxes The Indian tycoons
- of Big Finance are now like
.- Buridan’s Ass.. Their heart
the
future lie: with " Swatantra,
. but-their present. class in-

- gress.
“How to reconcxle them? so
the .Birla mouthpiece: sadly

‘and somewhat irrationally de-
clares- that the' ‘distinetiofi ‘is

“obvlous” but it is not'so clear

. out as it is made. out’ to be.’
. 'I'hat is what Tata also meant

<

when he said that his con-

cerns will contribute both to

the Congress and: the Swatan-
.tra election funds.- B

- There is a great opportunity
for Swatantra, declares the
provided that

tion”. These are.curious words

-to.use in respect ‘of a party -
entering .the elections. - They -

need pondering: over. It can~
not but be'that it is a piece of'
advice, a warm friendly warn-

-ing “Don't expose yourself too .

SOO

But when you . have basic
policies - which -are 'dead ‘and
outdated -and’ generals who.
are so antiquated “that their

/minds are clouded by ‘the
mists-of senility, no amount *°
of tact and eiréumspection .

can hide the truth. .As  the

“'Statesman - alone "‘of ‘all the -

English papers; teported thro-
ugh- their special representa-
tive covering. the Agra Con-
vention. . .

‘rallying slogan to their savi-; .

ours—Swatantra. .

‘The Ganatantra Party
was the precursor o! the

Swatantra in Orissa and was -

able to defeat the Congress

earlier but when the Congress ..

fought it whole-heartedly on

the basis of its “policles -the -

" Ganatantra suffereq .-decisive

defeat. In its hour of ‘defeat. -
it turned to Swatantra and.
. merged with it. " -
So Birla’s Hindustan Times I

in an editorial ‘of- (November
- 28,7 1961) ' titled" . “Swatantra’
rarty’s .opportunity”’ hails the -
merger with unconcealed glee.

“At’ one strike”, the Swatan-

tra Party has bécome- the .
" maln - opposition party o S
Orissa t says.” “

*.In the concluding para “all
! hopas and fears that are -

-,

ANTI-NATIONAL
‘MANIFESTO

“’1.'he mamfesto and the
.speeches.. .. appeared to be’

directed . against . . almost
_every. policy that. had been
‘accepted durmg the freedom
stroggle or:since, whether
.in relation. to land réforins

‘-iorergn relahons”

‘for_Parliament will illustrate
this best.

It is'a notorious ract that' .

inside the Congréss and even
*.in its higher echelons {here

".are men who.are. sorely trou-
-bled ‘with  the. policies, of. the

Nehru Govemment None of
f:FEBRUARY 11,\1862

". through Krishna Menon. -

rge part .

terests .are with the Con-.

or indastry and, trade or

The . Krishna. Menon-Kripa— . fA
-lani contest in North Bombay .

.. FEBRUARY 11, 1062

) Ithem dares to bave a fron-

tal ﬁght with ‘Nehru..

.. So cores - the mevitahmty .
" of Indian politics. If you want -

to attack Nehru, attack him

Everyone knows _that ' the

- move by some rump Congress-

men in North Bombay was
engineered from Delhi. The
demand’ was couched in gene-
ral terms namely that a local

man should be given the Nor--

th Bombay seat. They did not

_dare to- openly say that Kri-
shna Menon should not be put .

up. ‘from - there:
-The Swatantrites - who are

.eagerly trying to ‘hitch the
star of their future to anyone"-

who promises them some votes
were quick to take the hint.

~The “troika” as Nehru call-

- ed-it comprising Swatantrites,

Praja" Soclalists and Jana

. . Sangh Invited Xripalani to
- oppose Krishna Menon. * -

" I.do not think any of thiem
was vain enough to think that

- - together. they could - defeat
: tb.e Congress

- FOOLISH

HOPE

What they reaily hoped
was that a large section .of
Congressmen’ . would sabo-
tage the Congress itself and
-_help Kripalani to win. This
- - was a foolish hope. The his-
- tory of the Congress both in

the heyday of its . growth

- and even when it is ridden .

“with factional squabbles

that

'shows
Congressmen ' who _want to
. -fight the group in-power do

now-a-days

so ~ openly, They declare
they will oppose it.

8o the much looked for. sup-
port was not - forthcoming.

. TThings were in a mess. So the
. Swatantrites and their back-

ers the entife press caught at’
every straw. A forty.year 'old
man who . calls. himself a
“Congress youth” issued a
. statement that .he was: pro-
" foundly in. disagreement with

_ Congréss for putting up Kri-.

¢ SS

¥ shna Menon and so he has

resigned.

At once the bllhonaire press -

made him into- a hero of
gigantic stature. ‘They fooli-

.- shly imagined. that by thus- .

deifying a person "-who .could
not clean - his own political

nose ‘they would -hasten the
- process' of defection, - :

‘The Congress. 'President

Sanjeeva Reddy ‘was mobbed -

with questions, “What do.you
think of Bajaj. ‘What .effect
will this' have on the Con-

gress in the election” and.a .
number of such - damn fool -

questions

The Congress President only
asked. “Who 13 this Bajaj”?
That was a sufficient reply.
~ When  the police action for
clearing Goa of the Salazar
fascists was under prepara-
ton the cracked voice of Swa-

“tantra started croaking. -

_Unless it be for the purpose.
of an election.stunt no action
is called for in Goa, said some.

When the action took place
and the world imperialists ex-
pressed their strong disappro-

. val the.Swatantrites gave-an.

obedient echo.

Look st what C. R. said.in
his weekly effusion in the
Swarajya.-

@ The veto-of the a.nti-colo-

nialist Soviet power In the,
Security Council came to
Nehru’s assistance but it is a

. “harmful inheritance”.

© 1t is easy for our repre-
"~ sentatives in the United
States to shower words of de-
t.ractio‘n -of Adlai

and have them cabled to In—
dia, but' Stevenson’s reaction
is US’s reaction. -

@ The Portuguese colony .in’

Goa was an offence to In-
dian nationalism. But - it was
not a greater - -offence than

“Chinas’ exploits on the Hi- -

malayan border, certainly not
greater than the offence of

our customs as to ‘untouch- -

_ ability” (emphasis mine).
@ “The moment may have

been - thought just the
-time by those who had an
eye on the elections but from

H

- Government to clear the Por-

. sunk.

.._except Nehru and ‘a minority
-of Congress. leaders, the Con-

Stevenson -

the intemational angle, it was
‘a wrong moment”.: -

In this there 1s neither
patriotism, nor - national
: pride, ner logic nor reason.
It is a string of illogical '
anti-climaxes. And, above
all, is the slander that it was"
done as an elect:on stunt.
I belleve no party in India
has opposed more consistently
the Nehru Government on the

basis of a popular progressive |-

stand than the CP.I. but Ajoy
Ghosh, our.departed -leader,
told pressmen in answer to a
question: “We want the Nehru

tuguese out of Goa. If asa re-
sult the Congress sweeps the
polis we will welcome it”. -

LINKS WITH
CONGRESS

That 1s the only patriotic
stand that any - Indian could
take.

But when the doyen of Swa-
tantra says Stevenson’s abuse
was U. 8. opinion as’if that
was a sufflejent reason we can
see to what depths the Swa-
tantra and its leaders have

It is to be- regretted that

gress leaders of the right wing
have not spoken at all.

Pandit: Nehru in his spee-
ches has, of course, exposed

-the basic contents of Swatan-

tra ideology.
He said “the swatantra is

still dreaming of the 19th cen- -
tury which- ended - 61 years

" ago. It was rather difficult for
kim -to open a school for the
elderly leaders of the Swatan-
tra. -

I the 8watantra P_arty was
in power Rajas,
and Zamindari ‘system would
have .continued. The Tory
Party in Britain is much more
revolutionary than- Swatan-
tra. Its outlook on) problems
is fascist and if its policies
were accepted India would go
to pxeces"

That is the real tace ol
Swatantra. It is a lust for
a dictatorship here in India

which will {ry to ~resurrect

the dead oh the bodies of
the living. They look lon-
- gingly” at the ease with
* which Ayub rules-in Pakis-
tan They wanted the same

SWATANTRA OPPOSED GOA’S FREEDOM

NEW-AGE

L’UN l’l‘A 0N
AJ GY GHQSH

THE central organ of the
Italian Communist Party,”
l’Unita,v carried -a . short bio-
graphy of Ajoy Ghosh on
January 14 as well as his
Dpicture. :

- It went on to write_

Tn 1951 he: was elected

the Secretary-General of the -

Communist Party. This open--
ed for the Indian Communists
a -period of open struggle for:
the progress of the stagnant
Iiﬂngian society and for sociai-

LN this campaign consider—
able success was attained: the-
Indian party gave itself a
modern orgainsational struc-
ture; in the elections of 1957
it won 12% million-votes and
emerged as the second party
after the Congress.

In the same year the.Com-
munists obtained a majority
in Kerala where Namboodiri-
-pad, - member of the Party
central . leadership, was elect-
ed Chief Minister. -

Ghosh’s biography is im-

portant also from the point of
view. of his theoretical work,
and his literary output. ;

‘ha.s published numerous works

5

- Congress”—he stated on the

on the condxtions of existence
of the Indian masses and on
the -problems of action for'
sacialism-in . India. Famous is’
bis work: - “The Communists. .
Answer to Nehru” in ‘which.
Ajoy Ghosh elaborates ‘ the
national ‘objectives of the.
Communist Party of India and. °
exposes the contradictions- in
the policy. of Nehrus party,
the Congress.

A sapporter of the moder-
nisation  of the  political
activities and’ organisational
structure of the internation-
al Communist. movement, .
during the XXII Congress of
the CPSU at. Moscow Ajoy
Ghosh pointed to the histo- L
ric value of the XX and . BN
XXTX congress - even from. ’ i
point of the life and strug- - . i
gles of Indian Communists. -

“The decisions 'of the XX

platform of the - Kremlin—
“have had a historic value; .
they opened the way to the .
formulation of the Arst pro--
gramme of communist society.
Lack nf understanding of the
XX Congress will bring about
harm to .the " entire world
Communist movement”.

.

s e 2

Maharajas

here but later with Tlumay-
- ya and tried to’ bolster him
- up mto a hero.

But there need  be little
doubt that if the Congress
organisation enters the elec-
tion battle on the slogans of
a welfare state, public sector,
“cooperative farming and non-

. alignment with military blocs

the Congress can still defeat
any combination - of all the
reactionary parties. .

- ‘Patnaik did in Orissa what
Mehtab and others failed to
do and the Congress was able
to beat back the Ganatantra
into the wrinkled, withered
folds of the Swatantra.

- What was done in Orissa
where the reactionaries & are
-strong can be done anywhere
in India, including Rajasthan.
What is an urgent . :need is
that the masses of the electo-
rate should not be left with
the- impression that the Con-
gress itself is divided. .

For example, Nehry should ~ ~ - -
not be content with his doing ’
the election campaign in

North Bombay He should
send Morarji Desai to North .
Bombay and make him speak '
up.

The Swatantra outside can
be defeated the more briskly
the Congress cleanses the
organisation of 5watantra
_ sympathies.

The health of our nation,
_ 'the futare of our land and
" .the stability and continuity
of our policies both domes-
tic and foreign require the
nipping of the . Swatantra
_bud, its crashing defeat in -
the present election.

That way we will crush . all
hopes of .2 future swing to &
dictatorial rightist coup and . -
strengthen - the rails of the » . -
broad welfare development of
Indian democracy. ‘This- is the .
only way to ensure Indian Lo
soverexgnty
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- 143; “Swatantra 94;

. ADJUSTMENT, .
 ATTEMPTED
" There was an attempt at an. Léague are flying together.

- ““declared they " will have no
* . -alliance with any party, in-
" stead ‘theéy will have electoral
- adjustment with any party

"', cluding the Swatantra.
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“From R. GANESAN -~ = -
" With hardly 14 days more for the poll in Tamil- =~
- nad, the election campaign is in full swing. All poli-

" .-tical parties are ‘busy canvassing support for: their

cgndidates: .

THE party-wise: st of

— - Assembly candidates after
the final withdrawal - is as
‘follows; Congress 206; DMK .
Commu-
nists 68; .PSP 21; Tamil Na-

. tional Party mine; Socialists-
. (Lohia) seven; Socialist-Lab-

our seven; Forward Bloc 'six;

‘dependents- 228. For.the Lok

- -Sabha the break up is: Con- .
- gress 40; DMK 18; Swatantra

16; Communists 14; PSP five;
Socialists two; - Socialist Lab-

- our one; - Republicans ' two;
.- ‘Tamil-National = Party one;

Muslim: . League one _and._In-' :

" -dependents-49. . -

electoral adjustment between

“the- parties of the deiocratic

opposition. - The . Communist .

“Party tock the - initiative for

an . electoral understanding
"with . parties "like the DMK,

. PSP, Socialists, . Tamil Arasu

Kazhagam and ‘the Republi-
can Party on the basis of a2
_demggratic ., minimum pro-
gramme, .. :

" The CPI made it clear that

- .: the Swatantra Party-and the

. communal parties like the
- Muslim League and the Jana -
- Sangh could have. no place

*-..7in the alliance. ' This at-

tempt proved ‘futile  since

the other parties were not -

_anee.’ o
| =The DMK in its annual con-

_prepared “for .such an alli- -

opposed - to the Congress; in-

plained to the DMK the dan-
ger of supporting™ the Swa-

- tantra, a rightist party of big
: business and also the fact that

any adjustment

. as a ‘tool by the Congress.to
beat back the democratic par-

ties: L. ;

‘- But the DMK paid no -

heed. Because of their wrong
politics of ‘blind anti-Con-

; - gressism they thought. of-

beating. the Congress with
--every stick available.. They -
failed to see that the Swa-

= tantra stick . which: they -

wanted fo use against the
‘Congress is not a stick but
a poiso:;ous snake, -

"The .talk for an electoral

", - are not split

"In ‘the last two elections the

* - Congress won only by the split -

- ‘of opposition votes. The Com-

: “munist Party - knew that the
DMK was trying for an ad-.
. " justment with the Swatantra -

and. the Muslim' League.  But
the CPI's proposed adjust-
ment 'with the DMK 'had no-
.-thing to do with that between

the DMK, the Swatantra and,

.«the League. .. °

- It was made ‘clear to the

+ . DMK that- the .Communisf
*  Party-reserved its right to
| oppose -the Swatantra and

< . -

"the League candidates and _
.that the DMK’s adjustment - again seeking re-election from
" binding on the Communists.

this basis, But as is well known e
it fafled because the DMK ->adras City and is facing a
wanted to strengthen its own
‘ 1 € 3 3 position by such® an adjust-
- "Jana ‘Sangh four; Republican . pont The agreement between
“four; Muslim League and-In-" tne pyic and the Swatantra
also failed, " :

‘come - {0 . an understanding
“with the Muslim League. This
is. the first time in Tamilnad
when :the Muslim ‘League has
ventured to raise its ugly head
and has set up its official can--
didates in the elections. It is
‘reported from .constituencies
.where the Muslim League has
~-put up candidates
flags of the

has issusd 2 statement to their-
followers to vote for the Mus-
Iim Teague candidates. Simi-
larly, the . President of. the
Muslith League has issued a
statement for their voters to
‘vote for the DMK candidates.

~and noted for

- ‘"Hence, it is no surprise that
. it has come to an electoral

" Distriet.
. The PSP will support . the
; s rankunr: -Swatantra candidates for the
ference at Tiryppara am Parliamentary constituencies
_of Coimbatore and Govichetti-
_palayam in Coimbatore Dis-
trict. It is .to be remembered
that G. K. Sundaram, a mill
-magnate is the Swatantra
; " candidate.and it is this candi-
The Communist Party eX-. gate whom the PSP is sup-

COMMUNIST
CANDIDATES

. So, the Communist Party is
contesting mainly with its gislature.
own strength pitted against y
the Congress, Swatantra and
. DMK - candidates.
three straight  contests with
the Congress, The Communist
Party clashes with the DMK
’ 3 in 44 seats. The Swatantra
understanding having failed, Pparty and DMK face each

" the Communist Party, -how- ° other in 56 constituencies.
‘ever, wanted to-have an-elec- - .
toral adjustment with the. ..’

. DMK in order -that the votes -
“of the democratic opposition

.irivals including a Congress,
‘Swdtantra, and' DMK candi-
- 'dates.: Manali C. Kandasamy,

- Jore District. Anandan Namij- ..

. biar is"contesting from Tiru-
chirappalli. ’ SR
Among the Assembly candi-
dates; all the sitting MLAS are
with them would not  be- their . old _constituencies:: P.
Jeevanandam is seeking elec-
e p tion from the Washermanpet
"The talks proceeded only on Assembly constituency. in the-
Zour-cornered fight from the- -
Congress, Swatantra and DMK
candidates. CL
All the State Ministers, ex-
cepting Manickavelu Naicker
and R. - Venkatraman, are
again seeking reelection. Naic-
ker is aprospective candidate -
for the Rajya Sabha and
Venkatraman continues to be
& member of the State’s Upper
House. C. Subramaniam, Fin-
ance Minister is seeking elec-
tion to Lok Sabha from. the
Pollachi Constituency in-Co-
imbatore District. . - -
Kakkan, Public Works Min-
ister is facing a Communist
candidate for the Samaya- °
nallur Assembly- constituency
in Madurai District. There is
a Swatantra candidate also"
in.the fleld. Kamaraj Nadar,
the Chief Minister i3 facing a.
Swatantra and an Independ-
ent candidate. . .
" The Rindu predicts that the
Congress will be returned to .
power for another term. Chief
Minister Kamaraj - hopes to
bag more than 175 seats this

The DMK, however, has

that the
DMK and the

Annadorai, the DMK leader,

The PSP in Tamilnad is
anti-Communist to the core
its pro-
American orientation. It is
vehemently opposed to .the
progressive foreign policy of
the. Congress. Government.

IN ' KARNATAKA

undetstanding with the
Swatantra ‘in Coimbatore

'WITH_- the elections é"p.-
" proaching very fast the

rule. The major Party is-

won not only a majority of

with- the flags of the PSP and the seats in the 1957 elec-
vat%tantra parties flying fo- tions; but also a ‘majority.
gether. 3 3

of the votes. But the num-
ber of seats it had won was
totally out of proportion to
the votes polled. by it. Any-
way it had - a comfortable
majority in the - State Le-

There are entirely differerit. The Con--

. ferences which were rampant
in the State Congress during
the past several’ years and

; " the periodic ministerial crisis
The Communist Party has in the State have now assum-
set np 68 candidatestfor the ed the most ugly ‘form.. :
Assembly and 14 for the Yok All the attempts that were
Sabha. Both the sitting MPs 5 g
'E. T. K. Tangamani and made earlier at various-levels
. ‘Parvathi Erishnan seek re-
- election from 'their respec-
tive home constituencies of '
Madurai and Coimbatore
respectively. '

Tangamani is - facing
three-cornered fight with the
Congress and Swatantra can-' wings of the Congress.. But
didates and-Parvathi has five What actually happened was
entirely different,

Even the so-called demo-
cratic procedute adopted by

,’and bring about a rapproach-

e selection: of candidates
came there were professions
a of unity between the minis-

the kisan leader, is contesting
‘for-the Parliament from Saga- )
pattinam constituency in Tan- - - the - candidates  from  the

Mandal level hds proved to
NEW AGE - .

people of the State are get- -,

porting.. . Parvathi Krishnan, - ting ready to. give their
Communist- candidate is con-
testing - from this constitu- ! E .
-ency for ‘the Lok Sabha. In the Congress -which had

or'alliance  ooimpbatore one can see cars
.- with Swatantra . will be -used Coimbat n

verdict on the , Congress -

But the position today Is

gress is in the midst-of an -
unprecedented crisis. The dif-

which were responsible for-

to iron out these differences.

ment have only ‘ended in fai-.
ure. When the question of .

terial and the organisational

the Congress. this time to.
get-recommendations about .

time, 24 seats more than last -
time. Congress circles are very

happy over the failure of the
talk of adjustment .between
the Communist Part_yf and the

- It 1s also jubiliant over the
unopposed . return” of “T. T.
Krishnamachari for the Par-
liament from the Trichendur
Constituency, where all the
three contesting candidates,

-~ including a Swatantra candi-

.. date, have withdrawn their tical parties not to indulge in

nominations, - ' - )

It is widely runmoured that
_another deal worse than the
-"Mundra ‘deal has been

struck. The story goes that
over two lIakhs of rupees has -
been involved in- the deal
which -speaks not of the
democracy of the Congress,
but its stifling of the demo-
cracy even before it comes
-‘into being. -‘This deal also
reveals ' where = Swatantra
.stands. . R :
The Swatantra Party which
has no mass backing tries to-
catch hold of disgruntled in-
dividuals and -relies on the
support of caste and commu--
nity. These individuals can at
any- time be bought over by
the Congress. This is- what
happéned in Trichendur.
‘Rajaji has, of ¢oirse, come
out with a statement that his
official candidate has betray-

ed the party, probably having -

o ) - .so.far. This is how the Con-
gress Government is keeping. -
.- 'up its promise, e

bei a farce. The.ministerial

wing -led by Jatti and

_others of hjs group have
. severely criticised the re-
commendation3 of the Man-
- dal - committees and the
District Congress Commit-
tees, :- . : )
Shri Sanjiva Reddi the Con-
gress President tried to patch
up the' differences on the eve
of the Madura AICC Session
and paid tributes to the My-
sore Congress for having for-
ged unity among themselves.

But' immediately after that-

gﬁ#«& Fr‘;c_mi #n{m_r;
£ N. L. UPADHAYAYA

the 'Chief Minister himself
- came out .with. a’ statement
-criticising sharply the recom-

Channaih also critieised. -

The second stage of the -~

fight within . the Congress
came when the MPCC held a

pressions  were - reported . t0
have ‘been .used . between. the
two groups In.the discussions
that went on. Ultimately they
could hardly select about 60
canididates unanimously.

" For the other seats two or
more names were forwarded to

the - Central Election Board.
- Then the scene of battle shift-
ed to Delhi. ' Pinally ‘the list
came and it was reported that

both  Jatti 'and Nijalingappa ...

N . - . kY
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mendations of the: District. -
. Commitfees and other minis- -
" ters and leaders like Sowcar .

marathon séssion : lasting for
more than 15 days to select
the candidates. Most bitter ex-

been bribed. Rajaji will prob-

ably witness . such - things
after the elections also. This
i{s about the electi:ovxl_s._ ) :

. Now -about the. élection
arrangements. C.. Subraman- °

‘yam, Finance, Minister, con-

vened a conference of the re-

presentatives of political par-

ties. In the meeting a code of;

-conduct- for the political par- -

ties was adopted., .
The' code enjoins -the ‘poll-

personal vilification and other
details regarding the conduct
of public. meetings and elec-
tioneering. - . . v e el

"We know how the ruling’ o

party will observe the code.
We. have got enough-experi-
ence m the past. i

In the above meeting some -

decisions = were tfaken  re-

garding the facilities for the )

. conduct of elections. It was.
agreed that no licence fee
for the use of mike will be
necessary and van - propa-

. ganda will' be allowed, etc.
It is more. than a month
since the decisions were

taken but  uptill now the -

~ decisions have not been im-
plemented.: Lo o

Tt was said that a minister -

will be in charge of the Com-
mittee set up for the purpose
of imrlementing the code. But
rc name has been announced

had expressed satisfaction.
with the list. But the actual

" effect was entirely different.

Resignations, protest meét-

ings and setting up of com-.

mittees of rebel Congressmen:

started taking place on a mass .. .

scale. ‘There was.widespread
feeling ~ of = dissatisfaction
among large.sections of Con-

‘gressmen.- A number of Con--

gress leaders under the leader-
- ship of 8. Kariappa, a Con-
gress MLA was held in Banga-~_

-lore attended by more: than--

300 Congress leaders: of the

from the-Congress and set-up
an Action Committee to;set up
-candidates of dissatisfied Con-

. gressmen in: the elections.

* .Similar' reactions have
taken place in Kolar, My-
sore, " Shimoga, Chitaldurg

and .other distriets also. In ~

-Shimoga the Distriet Con-
gress met and decidéd not
‘to--work for the Congress

" tory ‘explanation was given-
by the Pradesh Congress.
.- Their ‘main grievance is the
‘- non-selection of -Shri. Badri-
narayan, a prominent Con-
gressman. In Dharwar Dis-
trict the position is still worse.
The’ dissatisfaction is so great
-that Shri T. R.' Nesvi who is a

. Congress MP.and who has .
been denied the ticket . this °

time has decided to contest as
an -Independent candidate for
the Lok Sabha. =~ " " ..
 Another source of discontent
4s the giving of Congress tic-.
kets to some who. joined. the

" Congress _recently.  An-Inde- ..

- District. and decided to resign .

candidates until a satisfac- .

| X SEE FACING PAGE
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. ‘nounced earlier.: ANl these

“.-ultimate:- outcome of “these
' [ dissentions. - .

.

the Municipal = Corporators,
- candidates = contesting - for
Vidhan and
-and leaders of the Samyukta’

Maharashtra Samiti decided -
. toboycott the inaugural func-
.- tion at “Maheshwari Garden”

_formerly the King’s circle, by

Morarji Desal.

As the ruling party in"the . f,that it is the first time since..

_ ‘Corporation,» the Congress,

. ~had - invited Desai without-
-consulting other parties. ‘The

Samiti- put' forward ‘the de-
mand ‘that ex-Chief Minister

" of Bombay should pay homage

to the martyrs- killed during
his--regime. - “Morarji salute
the martyrs or go back” was

- the slogan with which Samiti -

decided to recelve Morarji. -

Morarji |
should have been.particicu-
}arly‘t;:ho_sen for such 3 small.
: unction as the naming of a
* small {raffic island in north
- of the city”. Dange holds
that political motives “have
inspired | “this - innocuous
fuonction” on the eve of
-General Elections,’ L

" Bombay State and a strong
opponent of its bifurcation, to

ley a floral' wreath at the -

Martyrs Memorial . at. Flora
‘Fountain, - which . has . been:
raised - by the Samiti in
memory of "those “who were
shot in the struggle for Maha-

- rashitra ‘State and is Capital.

of Bémbay”. - .
‘But if you cannot, then we

} . are against your doing the

function (at Maheshwari gar- .
den) . and we shall voice our
opposition as best as we can”,
Dange sald. =~ = - .

- On Tuesday last the Samiti
group in the Bombay Corpora-

~-tion staged a walkout protest-

ing: against the attitude of
the majority party. The leader’

“of the Samiti in the Corpora-'

tion in'g statement had said
that the Congress group had

- KARNATAKA'S FUTURE
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pendent MLA ‘from Gouribid-
nur (Kolar District) was an-
nounced: as the Congress can-

- didate by. the Central Election

Board.. This was resented by
the Congressmen in the Taluk --

" "and now .they have decided to

see that he is defeated by set-

ting up some other candidate.

There is utter confusion

'~ and’ dissatisfaction - in - the
=rCongress ranks. The Con- -
- -gress has not been able-to

- ‘announce their official can-

didates . in ' .constituencies
like 'Malleswaram (Banga-
.lore), Nippanj etc.. In some.
coonstituencies they - have
changed the candidates an-

_have  created a difficilt
situation for.the Congress
" this time. Even though ‘the.
“‘Congress leaders boast that.
‘they are’ not worried ~over -
_this; - circles close to the
" Congress say that the Con-

. gress ' leadership is ~very

" much " worrled about the

" What will te the final out~ -

-<ome -is ‘difficult to' say. now.
~But the: :act\ is .that the re-

"l FEBRUARY 11, 1962

Lok’ Sabha’ seats:

Dange -sent 2z . letter to"
Desal  “why he .

" Dange asked the. ex-Chief .
Minister of erstwhile bilingual

- tion against the Congress from

| FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT
" An’ emergent meeting on- ,
- February..3,. attendéd by. all .

suggestions from. the Samiti
while deciding on the name
:of a’person to Inaugurate the
‘function at Maheshwari gar-
den. They had -previously voic-
-ed their strong’ opposition to

Morarji Deésai’s name for the

inauguration. oo :
", It might be mentionéd here

the ‘new State of Maharashtra
was founded that Morarji has
been invited to the city for a
civic . reception on behalf of
the Bombay Corporation.
Dange in his letter. to
-Morarji said; “You know
very well that there is no
love lost between you ana
the people. of Maharashtra

and the shooting down of
the people of Bombay that

- took place under your own -

order “and - that  of your
- Government in 1955 "and
1956 still rankle in the minds
of the people. . . . In all these

“‘years you have not uttered -

one word of regret for all
" the shootings and - sorrow
- that you inflicted on. the
p_eople by your wrong poli-
cies and wrong behaviour”.
Dange in his letter stressed
that Samiti woild not- like
Morarji to perform the civie

~function in ‘Bombay," in the .

name of - the city, unless he
" should: “some token of regret
for all the past”. .. o
On. Fébruary 3, thousands

led by Dange :and other
Samiti leaders courted arrest

.to show resentment against
Finance Minister Morarji
Desai, who refused to pay

- homage to one hundred and -

five martyrs killed during

- The huge procéssion - was'

roceeding to “King’s Circle”,’
where Morarji Desal was per-
forming the re-naming cere-
mony for the place. But they
were - stopped by a_ strong.

'-actiohary pblicie§ followed by

the Congress, the encourage-
ment it gave to communal
-and caste considerations, have -

now Yrecoiled -.on it lke & -

boomerang. Even. Shri ‘Nija--
lingappa-had to admit that
they had to leave aside con-
siderations of . ‘merlt in the
selection ' of - candidates ‘and:
had to take. ‘the communal .
and caste factors also into
account; L ’
This has only helped to un-
leash -an :unprecedented ex-
pression of communal appeal

‘In our State: which ‘was for

long suffering fronf this dis-
ease to the detriment of the
growth: of the  democratic -
moveémeént. Thus dissatisfac-

Congressmen themselves is an
important factor in this elec-
tion.” . : e

_The PSP is again trying to-
‘maintain it's. position as the - -

main opposition in the State.
They have forged a united
front ~with the. Republican

Party‘and are’ trying to have |

an -understanding with. the’
rebel Congressmen too. Their .
aim -appears to be to retain
their present position at least

violated the convention of the :
Corporationt by not " inviting -

« . .- Your bitter opposition -
to Maharashtra, your hostile *
views about their history -

-ed under Section 37 of IPC..

. . ‘In“batches; the procession-
- ists defied the ban and court- ‘|
-ed” arrest . while thousands
watched . from - rooftops ,and

roadsides. .

‘leaders led by Atre .tried to
break ‘the police cordon and
. were arfested. . o't

Similar batches " led. by
Dange, Mirajkar, R. G. Kharat
(RPI), Limaye (Lal Nishan),

Raut (PWP), Pandit Bhakale -

(Mghasabha), Adhikari, Pra-
bhakar Vaidys, Tara Reddy,
‘Sultan’ Jafri, and"all  Samiti
nominees were taken away in

'pollce-vans. .
" A ladies batch led by Roza

-Dange, however, successfully

broke four-line deep cordon
-and - proceeded ‘towards ‘the
King’s Circle.: But the batch
was' rrested ‘a. few . blocks
“ before the Circle.: T
Meanwhile, Morarji was
-greeted ' at the .Circle with
slogans: “Killer ‘Morarji- Go
Back”. His brief speech in
._sad .tones was repeatedly
Anterrupted . by the crowd
standing outside the garden
. fencé. Police. resorted to
mild lathi-charge here also
. and ‘made - some - .arrests.
..Speaking, ‘Morarji- said he
would never  salute  the
Later in the night all arrest-
ed, including Dange : and
others, were let off. Earller in
the afternoon, Dange "along
with the S8amiti Parliamentary
Board.-.under -.scorching -sun,
-walted in vain for Morarji to

‘pay homage to the martyrs, as -

had already been done by the

Maharashira Government and .

all--the other colleagues of
Morarji in -Maharashtra. ™
Disappointed, Dange said,

- “People of Maharashtra will
force Morarji Desai one day
to bow”. He laid wreaths on -

. the memorial and went to

~Drepare “the great proces-
sion. . Ll .
Hundreds of workers and

" intellectuals took part In the

procession, ‘carrying placards -

“Killer of innocents go back”, - rawardy.

“Samit] Zindabad”. It is said
that 1t was the biggest pro-

-«cession taken out after the -

formation of Maharashtra.

since ihey cannot hope fora
big increase in their strength

side their own camp.

The Communist Party has
‘been preparing seriously to
- Put up.'a good fight agalinst

the Congress in areas where.

it has worked. With a proud
" record of work and sacrifice -
for the pepple, with the re-
cord " of having organised
the workers and peasants
and led their struggles it is.
going with confiderice be-
‘fore the people and seeking

their support. It is_the only .
. Party .in the. State to have
published a separate Mani-
festo of its own. b

The, Manifesto had a great

appeal among the people and
,.was welcomed by them. - | ~

.- Abave all, ours is the only .
- Party in the State to oppose
all -communal 'and caste .
appeals - which have been.
corroding ‘the minds of the .-
__Dpeople and - vitiating “the ~
politics of the State. 'The .
;Communist Party hopes that .,
.it’s appeal would be appre-
.clated by -the people ‘and .

strength this time. " N
. NEW AGE - -

Communists - wonld gather ' y : o
R The ‘final move - of ‘Suhra- |

police picket at Nalg{xm Cross-

.-First batch of 25 'prdininent

“Camp . - -
Camp: Surgana
] (District Nasik)
. - - January-17, 1962 -

‘MT

dear ‘Shri Dange,

-} when he passed away.

- ‘grievous loss.
In ‘his death,

moment. -

. Temember meeting

“Maharashi tra Governor's :

) I .was very greatl

shocked and dlstres%ed t%
hear of the death of Shri
Ajoy Ghosh. It seems that

.. he succumbed to a sudden
heart attack after a stren-
ous tour. He was only 53

I.send you and, ‘through
".you, the members of the
- bereaved family, my heart-

felt ' condolence - at this V

not o
- . the Communist Party lolslg

-.a7 great” pillar, but the
_country as a whole loses a
courageous fighter for free-
dom and a great patriot. T
share as my own, * the
sorrow that must be yours
at ‘this sad and solemn

- I must confess I do*not - -
3 Shri
Ajoy Ghosh personally, but
since he was in the early
revolutionary  movement,
many members of which
were known to me, and-
since he ' was associated
with Allahabad, I feel I
_must have met him. I was,

however, very familiar with'
- his activities, particularly
legislative. ‘It is spectally
. _tljagic that he should have
- passed away on the eve.of
- “the coming general elec-
:tions, . -
-Fitting - tributes. have
been paid to his memory on
‘all hands and T should like |.
to add my own word also,.
to all that has been said
by others. - S
. His- contribution ' to the
cause of national ‘integra-
tion = deserves particularly |
be ' remembered ~with
gratitude. o

I saw in the papers that
you had gone to Delhi on
hearing of the death. You
‘may have returned by now.

I myself am- touring the
interior -of Nasik disgtrlct.
.This is being sent to your-
Bombay address, and I hope
you will get it wherever
you might be. .

I was glad to meet Mrs.
gz!;lge tantti ig’lm_ufselr for a
ent a e time of the
-Russian President’s visit, 7
hope ‘all is well with you
and yours. = v
In sorrow and in sympathy, |-

Tam, . |
Yours sincerely, |
I PRAKASA |

Ce

ral for it to respond to the
cautious overtures from Suh-
* In the far North, the
Pathans with their Pakh-
toonistan demand are re-

ported to have had estab- -
lished eclose contact - with -

Suhrawardy..l‘he Pakhtoon
movement has been a per-
petual. spectre haunting Pre-
sident’ Ayub and. the pros-
pect; of its’ tie-up ‘with
Suhrawardy’s group was too

ignore, T

Informed quarters haré say
that - Suhrawardy had good -

contacts inside President
Ayub’s military ecircles. too.

"The tension' that ‘has been ~

going: on between President
and -L{.-Gen. Sheikh could
very well be used by Suhra-
wardy. .The Punjabi-versus-
Pathan rivalry could also be
exploited by him. R
Besides, the former Prime
Miinster did- have important
contacts even among ‘the
senior civil servants — the

given up his personal relations
with them all. ‘

Even among the disgruntl-
ed . Army officers, ' Suhra-
wardy had a fairly influen~

_ tial status since he was the
leading "defence Iawyer for
those among them convicted

.in the R awalpindi Conspi- -
racy Case. And the Rawal- .-

pindi Case hero, Gen. Akbar )

- Khan, was the chief rival of
Field-Marshal | Ayub -~ from
-very early days.” ..

i

In view of the differences in- . ncoacing I°E'Rawa.lplf‘di to

" student . demonstrations
‘East Pakistan are regarded as: -

 RESTIVE

. % FROM PAGE 4 -

wardy that precipitated Presi-
dent Ayub’s decﬁéon'to;meés;t '
him was . his recent tour -
abroad, - which ‘took -him 'to
Ewrope and the Usa.: . .=
It is understood that Presi-
cent Ayub was perturbed at
the report that he had re-
ceived from his - embassies
‘abroad that Suhrawardy had
established good relations with
the Western' circles as well. -

He was alarmed  thit .
. Subrawardy might  have -
even won over Washington
since a re-appraisal -is re-
porteq to.have set in about
::x;t_wum:;: of U.S. under-

riting e :
whole hog. Ayu!), regime

Subirawardy’s . circles " also
claim that "~ President Ayub -
was also. frightened -because
Suhrawardy’s standing . with
New Delhi is definitely higher
than that of the: present

‘ruling group in' Rawalpindi. -

While all these factors im-
pelled President Ayub .to put -

- Suhrawa .
former ICS now holding key - Wardy behind the bars, .

*-portfolios—since he had never

1t appears that the torments -

“have not ceased to trouble the, -

uneasy head of the President,
The protest strikes and the-
in

dangerous pointers, and even.
the President’s. closest adyl-
sers are believed to be hesi-

tant about going in for more

drastic repression. : ]
Has the point of no-return

been reached by the Ayub re- . .
gime? This i3 the subject that =

13 being talked about in poli-
tical circles of Pakistan, (po :
L T - Ura)
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- anchored in _the

. " The Commumst Party has proved to be the mhe-
~ritor of the best traditions 6f freedom fighters of our

‘ :land On its banner is writ large a saga of selfless ser-

.- vice, death-defymg ‘Weroism ‘and’ unflinching struggle
- oin the cause of our people. In'its ranks are members -
R whose names have hecome legendary in our country. -

the soldiers to Join the re-
volntxonaries for the libera-.
tion of the -motherland. -

In collaboration with Kartar
, Singh -Sarabha and Uttar
“Singh Hans, he made an un-
s ‘in the successful attempt to blow up

’ village Lalton In the Ludhiana - the Railway bridge at Doraha,
district Babajl was born in & as.well, But an informer gave
- 'poor peasant family. And his "out the plan . to the police

- very first enterprising venture. and on Febiuary 19, 1915, ar-
of his early youth'taught him . rests took ~_place in Lahore.
Ghadar (revolt) ‘could not

B ABA Gurmukh Singh is-
one such name, and s(i)nm
Party is proud - of proposing
that name for iis.candidate -

" from . the. Ludhiana - Parlia-
. mentary constituency, -

. Over 0. years ago,

‘ :_the meaning of belng a colo-
- nial subject.” = -

_Reaching . upto. matrlcula- .

", . tion in his home’ district, Ba-.-

baji mortgaged his land, man--

‘Hongkong " for Canada ‘be-"
*" came for them dn agonising
experience_of humiliation.”

* The ship was furned away '

‘from Canada, and when she |
port ol
-Calentta, the _~passengeérs
‘were “greeted” back ' home

" - with . British ~ -colonialists’* ’

_bullets. at the Bujbuj Ghat. -
.Many . were. killed. Many
_ others eéscaped. . .

.‘Baba Gurmukh sfngh was

. ‘arrested. and: kept in Allpore
: "iail - for . thiee months, after
_ which he was brought to Lu-

‘dhiana and kept detalned n.

- 'his village.-

_ ‘Those were the days when:
Ghadar heroes were ' coming

to ‘Punjab in large numbers.

Accordlng to the plan of ‘the
- Ghadar Party -of America the
idea was to liberaté India -
"through” an, armed revolution.

Ghadar © lea_ders,, Kartar
Singh Sarabha .and Nidhan
-8ingh Changha came and met-
Gurmukh' Singh: Later, Uttar
“Singh Hans and’ Arjan Singh,

.who was ‘executed 'in .the .

.A.narkatl case, also met Gur-

mukh Singh in his village and’

" .discussed with him the. plans
. of the Ghadar Party L

- . By that time. the Bengali

- Revolutwnary -Party had

also joined in these "plans

' ' and Rash Behati Bose had"~
- come to Lahore, Gurmukh

‘Singh’defied the ban impos-
. ed upon him, werit to Lahore - -
"“and 6ther places persuading

‘PAGEFHGHTEEN S

~Baba Gurmukh Singh was
-arrested on the following day
and charged with | preparing
... aged some'loan, and-had set’ mutiny against the = British |
" ‘oft for America with dreams Government. The first Lahore
ot further studies-in his heart.. conspirac;;i caste:E wag :otagiefd
‘ The journey on ship ‘that and Babaji sentence e
had sailed ‘:i!';h Babaji and: ~imprisonment in-Andamans.

" .. other Indians on board from - _ ' But the hell that was An-
. - damans Tor political prison-
ers in’ those _days,
steeled the will’ of Babaji to
" fight to finish against the
British coldinal regime. He«
‘Toically did Babaji bear the
. hardships and’ tortures of
. .the life.there and many pal
were the struggles of - the
prisoners ‘that he led there,

" despite the punishment,

These continuous struggles
of the patriots in Andamans .
- resulted in-the transfer of the
political. prisoners . to Indian
jalls, Baba Gurmukh Singh
along with Vir Savarkar and
Bhai Parms Nand were bro-
'ught back to India.

Then followed  a serles of
-.attempts by ‘Babaji to-escape
from the jails in order to fight
the colonialists better, and a.
series of transfers of Babaji
from jail to jail by the British
‘authorities ‘in order to keep
him behlnd the bars- at any

Ultimately Babaii’s will to -
.proved stron-
ger than coloniallsts’ shac-
. Kles, and once while he was
. béing taken from Trichina- .
- palli jail to"Akola jail, hand-
_.cuffed and chained, Babaij
managed fo jump out of the -
--fast ‘moving train near Nag-
pur and - took . up to under-
ground work against Brltish .
riahsm.

Fl‘oln 1922 to 1985 Babaji
continued- his fight to throw -
.-6ff the ¢oloinal yoke. His work

" took .him _ to many: forelgn
_countries in. this period, .
Along with Msster Uddham )
- Singh, he went to Xabul and_
set up a base there. In Kabul,
Babaji’s: - sympathies with
.Amanullah, who was a sworn
enemy of the British imperia-"

: _again
‘Babaji’s arrest in Kabul un- -
- leashed protest campaigns in
" “Punjab and in a number of
other countries as well. Three
months later he was released
from Kabul jail.

Later on, Babajl toured SO-
viet Union, Turkey, _France,
Germany, America,' " Nairobi -
and other -parts of Africa,
under’  various names ‘and
varlous passports.

..-Babajl visited - the United

" States in 1928, where he start- .
ed the work 'of reorganising--
_the. Gthadar Party, =and for -
which he was externed from
there V-

" the Lahore Fort, Babaji was "
lism, got him into prison v

Babajl came back to India,
and still underground was
:working .- Avith - the - Kirti
.Party" when in- 1935-36 the -
police~traced him. After be-
ing arrested and tortured in-

- again/sent -to.. Andamans

under a life sentence, . Lo
"In the meantime, 'in - the
country ‘a national ecampaign
had started for the- transferof -
the political - prisoners from
. Andamans to their- respectlve ’
States

_An year-and. a half .later
Babaji was transferred to.
Punjab, in various - jails of
which he’ spent ‘about’ ten
years.. . .

After Indla’s independence -
also Babaji has continued ta
- fight for the cause of the peo-

le and to keep the ponce hot. .
o P " Secretary of-the Desh Bhagat.

on the_chase."

In 1948 when the Govern-
ment " lauriched ‘a seévere re-
pression . against the Commu-
nists and r)evolutionary pa- :

‘the .police.

-triots, Babaji-continued work-

ing for three- years evading
'In 1959, when the Punjab

Communist Party launched ',

the struggle against the bet-

_terment levy, the police: could
‘not arrest Babaji i

In 1861, when the Commu-
nist Party launched- the Civil .
Liberties Agitation the police
tried hard to arrest ‘Babajl -
but again, it failed as mise- .

.rably. as BVEr. :

As one of the outstandlng

leaders .of the - Communist -

Party, Babalj ‘has ‘been acti- -

* -vely participating in the stru- "

‘ggle - of the peasants and.
workers' and it is they ‘who
shield him: and protect & nnn tn
his.hour of need.-" - :

- Babaji is also-the .General

Yadgar Committee, ~and the -

- sponsor and organlser of the
Desh Bagat' Memorial - which .

i3 being built in Jullundur..

e

MOHINI DEVI who has
already become a well-.
known figure not only in

the whale: of Madhya Pra-
desh, is contesting’ for the

" pal as the Commumst can-
didate.

only ° In a State where majorlty
.of women spend their life
within the four walls of their
home,  Mohini ‘is’ a lying ex-

among the womenfolk of Blio-

Mohini’s - political - life
starts from the period when
she left her studies to join
the national - moveément in
the Bhopal State. Forming
the Mahila Mandal, with a
few other political consclous
women - of the city, -

_worked 'for the political,
“social and- economic uplift
of the women of Bhopal.

the Mahila Mandal only. In
practically -all ‘the major and
.minor political movements: of

found to be an active partl-
cipant. -

‘Bhopal Congress, Mohini- led

the service-of the people.
When the disxllosionment
from the Congress came, in
her case also as in the case
" of many . progressive - ele-

- of that organisation, worked
“finally. jolned the Commu-

" “nist Party along with the
Iatter, -

the city of Bhopal but in -

Lok Sabha seat from Bho- _

ample of the new awakening -

. But her fleld of activity was -
not confined to. the scope of . .

Bhopal State, Mohlni  was -

As a member of the- General
Council of the Bhopal ‘Prija .
Mandal, as Secretary of the. .

a life completely dedicated to °

ments, Mohini walked ont-

Slnce then Mohl.nl is servlng .
the cause of the people and
" ‘the Party to the hest ‘of.her
abllities.‘ R :

cretary of-the Bhopal. Com- -
.munist Party.and at present,.

-'she ig the leader of.the Com- -~

" munist Group in the Munici-

pa_l Board of Bhopal/ L

BAL KRISHNA GUPTA R

a popular_leader, respec-
~ted and loved by all sec-

:She was: elected as the Se~ -

" Besides being a poet,

_signed from the Congress al-
together. : )
At that tlme, ‘the Commn-

" nist’ Party .was “illegal in
_Bhopal. So Guptaji and his .
comrades formed the ' Nai
Rah Party. which ‘maintain-
ed close ties with ‘the peo~

< ple. And when the Commu-

- nist Party was legalised, B. -
K. Gupta along with- the

others, popularly known in

' Bhopal as Nai Rah -Group, .

. joined" the CPIL

He soon’ became an import- -. :

ant leader of the Party and
was elected .to the post of the

Secretary of the :Bhopal Party-~ -
unit. '

. At present he is a member. |

- of the Secretariat of the M.P.

Farty and-a’ member - of the
National Council ‘of the CPI.
story.
writer and orator, he is also
a- good - - journalist.. He had
edited Nai ‘Rah, and at pre--
‘sent he 1is editing - Jan-San-

gharsh, a weekly. of the M.P..
- Communist Party.- . .

" Guptaj has led many popu-
- 'lar movements in the-city as
well-as in the State.

‘tions. of the .pedple, is the - ;

Communist Party candi-

date for the .M. P. Vidhan
Sabha from New Bhopal -

Constltuency.

. Beglnning his. political life
in his student-days when he '
joined:- the “Quit India Move-
ment”, B. K. Gupta rose. to :
become a front rank leader of -

the péople in their - struggle

against the feudal regime of B

the tormer Bhopal State.

Praja Mandal; B. K. Gupta
rendered exemplary service
to that organisation. At one.
. time, when the Mandal was
in great financial difficul-

. bay, and through. his writ-
ings, songs, stories and dia-
logues for films, .- whatever

it to his organisatlon. .
In 1948 Guptaji
‘pal State, the object of which
‘was .to seek- ‘the: merger of

that . State “with the I.ndlan
-‘Onion.- :

In 1949-50, Guptajl was ele-

“cted as President of the Bho- -
“With the Nai Rah Party; and .

pal Congress, but soon enough
he was faced with'the anti-
people ‘policies. of’ that orga- -

“uisation,.  Yun-protest, he re- -

As a leader of Bhopal -

. ties, Guptaji went to Bom- -

he could earn there he sent.

“led the -
.. merger movement in-the Bho- -

¢ HANDRA Bara, a 38
~ year -youth is a hold,

“selfless . and veteran poli- = . §
tical worker .of Sootea in

Tezpur (Assam). -

Tezpur, Bara had been-an

“Born.in 1823 in 8 poor pea-~
.sant family of Sootea in

. active .and advance worker in -
the  student movement and-

freedom . stfuggle = since the’

age of 14. During his:student

“ in' the movements as secreta-

life he took a prominent part -

"1y of Sootea M. V.. School.

‘Chatra Hita Sadhini’ Sabha,
Sootea H, E. School Students’

.Unlon, Tezpur District. Stud-

- ents’. Federation ‘and. Acting

ents’ Federation. '
During the 1942 move-

ment when he ‘was a sl:ud- i
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Secretary of All Assam Stud-

- ing: the tratrlcldal Assamese-

s lmitedly for the common good

" has put up its. own candi-

_.Born of a lower middle :

Jent otClassXhewascon.

- victed: for . rigorous impri-
- Sonment for ome - year 'in

Tezpur jail for active parti~

cipation. in' the movement.
He joined Communist

v Party
- of India in 1945 when he came’

- tu realise the betrayal of the:
. €Congress: leadership against
. the toiling masses.

Slnce then he has been an.

incessant fighter for the stud-
ents, peasants ‘and. labourers
under the Communist Party

. leadership.:

In 1949 when he was a'BA.
candidate, warrent was: issued -
on him’ and he led the move-
ments for two- years remain-
ing- underground and evadlng
Police arrest. . ~ -

For several years he was the
Secretary of the Tezpur Dis-

.-irict Kiran Sabha and the.

Assistant - Secretary of .the
Assam Provineial Kisan"

‘He -took the responsiblllty

. Sabha.

-eared him ‘to the employees

- did not. allow Benoy to prose-';
cute his*'studies and ‘he had' ~"°

to take up a job, -leaving Hhis .
ent of Degree class.

He soon began to. take part -

in the movement of ‘the em-
Dbloyees of the Military. Acco-
‘unts department in which he

" was an employée at that time,

His work as an organiser of

college, when he was a stud-

trade - unioil

ship of- the

Party’ and was

- Committée of the Party.’

In 1948 he took up a-post In -

the ‘office of the Accountant

CGeneral Assam; but was dis-'
charged . ffom = that -office .

‘the Military Accounts Emplo- “within three months on an

yees' -Union  very soon end-

who elected him to the Execu-
tive Committee of t.he Unlon,'
Eastern ‘Zone. :

In 1948 when the employees
of the- Military Accounts begap -

- 1o prepare for a. country-wide
- strike against -the'impending

mass scale. retrenchment ‘of
the: employees Benoy took ia .
leading part in organlslng the

His trade wumion . work
gradually brought - him in
contact with ~ Communist

of ‘organising the Communist:

Party also-and as such work-. : ¥
“«€d for sometime as a member . §

.of the secretariat of the Kam-

Tup. District : Executive Com- -

mittee  of . the . Communist
Farty of India. !

At present he is a memher

of . the secretariat’ of the

Tezpur District’ Council and * &
-’a member -of Assam State ' 3

.Council of . CPL. .
-He i an. active ‘worker In

. the village constructive works ,
. .also-and encourages the pea- -
.-sahts In. different construc-

tive works taking active part
in read construction, . bridge
making, etc., as’a- member of

o thie Nadur Anchallk Pancha- . §
Ja

"He played a leadlng role. 8-

during the Oll Refinery Move-.
‘ment in Assam, and in oppos-

‘Bengali rioting. With ‘his bold
leadership hé was successful

. in-bringing about. communal . §
" "harmony among the different
communities in the locality. . §

Under his leadership as the * B

8ecretary of the Peace Com-
‘mittee, - workers of different
Dolitical organisations worked

BENOY Kumar Lalnn
- is the Communist can-
dldate for Shillong general
constituency of Assam As-
sembly.. Communist - Party

date in this constituency
this year for the first time,

class parents, Benoy began

his political life diring his ‘& -
" college days as a- ‘worker of

the Forward Bloé. In- 1942
he ‘was- arrested for his.
participation in the- Aug—.

- ust ‘movement,

i The strlngent pecuniary

clrcumstances of his parents;.j.
. FEBRUARY 11, 1962

WEEN the ﬂnal list- of
candidates ' whom the
Communist ‘Party had de-
.-cided - to fleld or support
for' ' the ‘Lok Sabha . was
published in' the news-
papers, common comment
in the press Iobby was that
‘candidates to candidates,

. Dublic service ' ¢onsidered,
the  Communist Party has
scored over .all other par-

candidates.

"-.Leading the Kerala team
of 18 candidates is-A. K.
GOPALAN, from Kasargod,.

. . who embodles Jin him three

.~ decades of spirited and self-

-.Iess ‘life for the advance-

of our country.
As a fighter for the free-
_ dom of the country, as a
~valiant soldier against all
.l'orms of social oppression,
as'a leader of the kisans of
India, as a spokesman of
- Kerala’s interests and of
. the interests of the work-
ing - class,” peasantry . and
other toiling sections - of

in the Lok Sabha for the

member, A K. Gopalan’s
name is - well known in

S. K. PO’ITEKKAT, who

date with the support of the
-, Communist Party at Telli- .
cherry is  well-known in .
- Kerala as.a foremost. pro-
. gressive writer and re-

‘championed - the " cause of .
- al that is progressive, he is -
a valiant fighter for World
Peace and a member of the -
. World “Peace Council and
through  his short stories,
. novels. and writings has
striven for a World. that is
. bettér for: the downtrod-
. den. He is a member of the
.. Kerald Sahitya Academy, -
.- .. BAGHAVAN, independent
- from . Badagara is a young .
. rising .advocate who hails-’
,_(,from a respectable Ezhava

competence and record of

ties “in their “selection - of_~

ment of the toiling people '

two termis he. has been a -

‘is the independent candi~ .

-nowned - novelist. - He has -

:‘adverse ‘police report.

-To evade arrést and to con-

- tinue his trade union and poli-:
tical work he had to go under- o
- ground almost immediately
‘dismissal

after-his
After about a year of under-

-ground life which he devoted. |
“malnly to trade-union - work, -

Benoy -was arrested and de-

tained ‘as a security prisoner
for about two years. .

During the period of his

.detention he had to resort

. to hunger strike for a total

. of 40 days that shattered his

family.nehasbeenmthe'

forefront in all progressive
movements. in his constitu-

ency. He has served a ferm -

in the armed forces and
one of his challenging slo-
:gans agalnst Dr. K. B.
Menon  his PSP rival, is
that if Indian territory is
-attacked and our country
‘goes to war, he will be the
first to offer himself as a
soldier  to fight for the
. country,

E. K. IMBIGHI BAVA,. is,
one . of ‘the staunchest of
our party leaders who has
hailed from a poor. Maslim
family from Malabar, From
_his student days Bava has
identified himself first with
the freedom movement and
later- with the Congress

. Socialist Party and finally

has been in the Communist
Party for over two decades.
He is a membér of. the
National Council. of’ the
Communist Party. -

P. KUNHAN has nsen ‘to
the status of 3 ‘leader of
the Harijans by. organising
and leading: the -struggles

. the people of our country > of agricultural iabourers in

Palghat District. He has
served one term as a mem- -
ber of the Lok Sabha. .
o+ K. K, WARRIFR was in °
the forefront in the fight
for responsible Government )
in' Cochin’ State for 1935-
1840; later: 'he . built - the
Trade Union movement and

. the Socialist Party and rose _

" to the position of one of the
leaders of the Kerala Com- -
munist Party. Ris record as
a'member of the Lok Sabha
- in"‘championing the cause. .
of -the working class, pea-
santry and Kerala is well

-Enown. -
T, .C. N.MENON is one :

-. of the rising . Trade ‘Union
leaders -of . Kerala and:an
effective Parliamentarian.

"~ His record . .during the last
.- term -in the ‘Lok Sabha_in
,champxonmg the ¢cause of-

. Rerala,” Central Govern-.

.ment _employees - etc,, .

“well ki e e

Party. Through serious study :
of Marxlsm and -his” own .
. experience’

- Benoy earned the member-

- trodden. In .the Amara-

. social -reform came to_the

is’ . .gible. Government of over

failing “health,’ he plunged

trade-union work immedia-
. tely alter his release from

soon -elected fo the Local * ' jail.

In this perlod he helped thé
-réorganisation .of a number of .
important’ trade -unions and -

-for somte time he was deputed

.'to organise. Trade Union' at
Digboi, t.he citadel ‘of Bl’ltlsh
Ol kings,

. At present heis a member.

. of the Execntive Committee

nisations, He was the Secre-
tary of the Citizens Food Com-:
mittee and represented -that
committee on the Supply Ad-
visory Board of the district.
Hls work on that committee

the hemes of ieemia are
the cofmumst candzdates

M.M.ABDULKADAR who .
is fighting Deputy Minister
A. M. Thomas is g ‘rising
advocate in Ernakulam and-
has been in the forefront in
the progressive democratic
and  Trade Union move-
ment in Cochin. He is a
member of the District
gonncll ot the Communist -

P, K. VASUDEVAN NAIR,
i3 a leading member of the
Kerala Communist Party,

'hastakenaleadlngpartln
building the youth move-
ment in India and has been
an active member of the
Communist Parliamentary
Group in voicing the Com-

- munist Party’s policy on the
floor of the Lok Sabha.

K. T. JACOB is the Secre-
tary of the Kottayam Dis-
trict Council of the Party’
and one.of the leaders of
the Kisan Movement in.

. Rerala. He has a record of
two decades of selffess sac-
rifice to his credit for the
betterment : of the down-"

-vathi Struggle against evic-

..tion and for the improve- ‘progressive - ideas, M. K. .
ment .of the lot of the Kumaran has been in the
Kisang of the high ranges. forefront: .

K. T..Jacob has taken a  P.S. NATARAJA PILLAI,

leading part. . He is con- -
testing for Moovattupuzha
constituency.

E. M. GEORGE is-a lea-
der of the Communist Party
in Kottayam and is con- -
testing the Kottayam seat.

- P. ‘K. KODIYAN, one of
the active leaders -of Al
Cochin Pulaya Mahajana
Sabha, through work - for

- Communist- Party. He has :
served one term of Yok

Sabha - membership - and -

Bieen -an -asset to -the Lok

‘Sabha team of the Party.

He is ﬂghtmg for the Mave-

likkara seat,” -

PUNNOOSE who -
brmgs mth him the tradi-" .
tions of ‘fight for Respon-"

/quarter of . a century, was

health, Undaunted by his’
himself again in Party and -

by the Assam Provincial TUC. -

of Assam State Council of.

Communist | Party, .. besides
being the Secretary of: the
" Local Comimittee,

"He i3 also connected with .
several “soclal welfare orga- .

of Kerala and the interests
of downtrodden people. He'
is standing as official candi--
da;e from . Tiravalla, -

SREEKANT. X
‘is the candidate of the Re- " §
volationary Socialist Party, - - 3
contesting from Quilon, In  §
" the days of the struggle for -
Responsible
and in the fight for popu-~
Iarisation of Left, socialist-
ideas and building '.l‘rade
- Union movement Shree-
kantan ‘Nair has played a
leading part in- the - poli- .
tical life of Travancore, ‘Re
is now the President of the
United Trade Union Con-
gress.: -

talented journalist. one
the - -Editors
_Independent -
Daily - of Travancore has
represented this . constitu-
-ency in the last term, In . §
the fight against social op- - 8
pression, in - raising the
voice of Kerala in the Lok
Sabha, and in popularising .

an erstwhile Colleague of-
Chiet
. Thanu’ Pillai and pillar .of .
the PSP -in: Travancore has - >
broken away from the PSP § :
and is standing as an inde- .. 8
pendent. from ‘the Trivan-
drum “constituency against >3
the Chief - Mmister’s own -5
. son-in-law, - - -

cation to the cause of frees &
dom and good Government .
As Finance Minister .of the - §
PSP Government and as a - 8
stalwart . in politics  his
‘views have ‘been studied
" with respect by all. As he &
. pomted out, he is standmg -2
“ as an independent to raise X
hxsvonceofprotestagainst - N
the Rule of Corruption and
- Nepotism that has set in
.-Kerala under’ the Congress'
] _SP Coalition,

was highly appreciated by

As the Secretary of the
Local Committee of the Party,
Benoy led the local Party.unit
in its campign for peace and .
emity among different linguis-
‘tie ‘groups of this cosmopoli-
-tan town in those dark days of
-language’ disturbances in  Ag- -
sam In 1960.-He took & lead- . *
« Ing part In organising relief.

" to the victims of Pakistani
firing in' our border areas ot .
- South Khasi Hills,

. Bis work In organising
relief to the refugees from -
East  Pakistar- who came
here also drew appreciation
from:all. He has been con-
neoted ' with almost- every
movement of the working
people here .and he was one -
of the main organisers of
_.the famous Oil ~Refinery
" movement ol' Assam cim
Shillong. Lol T

elected to Lok Sabha twice
* and has served the interests

ANNA]R

Government,;. .

M.K.KUMARANa
of -

Malayalam

Minister Pattom-

His life is a life of dedi- . B

even his’ political opponents.;‘ S
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The streets of Calcutta thundered'thh slogans

’ uk,“Eud the . .Congress’. ‘misralé. in. West Bengal” and.

““Instal an Alternatlve Left. Government ;in Power”
. as. colourful processions from all parts of the clty

~ poured on to the Maidan-

HE occasion was. the cen-
tral election rally, held:

“under the auspices .of" the -
United Leftist Alliance; which .

_consists *. of. the Communist
Party FB, ‘RSP, Marxist F.B,,

" - - RCPL,-Bolshevik Party -and

progressive individuals. Nearly
two lakhs of .people—~workers

office " employees and ofher o ogeq 'tha the Congress. had .

- sectionis of the toiling people;
middleclass- housewives, - men
_of the liveral professions in-.
. tellectuals, etc.—attended . the
. rally."It was one’ of thé* big-
- gest ~gathérings’ witnessed . in -
the city in recent years. Syed. -

Nausher Ali; veteran natjonal-

1st leader, presided over. it.

- Sigmﬁcanﬂy enongh ‘the
< only slogan ptominently dis-

. played across..the. big. dias,

. was “Estabhsh the ‘Alterna-

| itive Govemment” .Above it -
Was_ -3 beautlful . poster,

fshowmg ‘the ﬁgux'es of .a .

' - worker and a peasant super- "’
-:-imposed on a*map of West
‘Bengal. -

" “There was thunderous ova- -
" ‘tion from the gathering when .
a- purse ‘ofsRs. 501 was pre- -

- sented - tot ‘Communist - 1éader .
Bishwanath® : Mukherjee . on:
. behalf. of tbe Bata salesmens
Association ’

The' representatives of ‘the -
sociation” “said .- that- the™
. salesmen -had- spontaneously.

.17 ollected the arount to ensure

; that there was no shortage of -
.funds - for defeating -Chief-
Minister-Dr. B. C. Roy, who is
being confested by~ Bishwa-
-nath - Mukherjee from - the

.- Chowringhee’ constituency ln

. Galeutta city..

IMPASSIOPED
SPEECH

In an mpassloned appea.l to

%ﬁ ‘people ‘of ‘West - Béngal; :
mmunist leader Jyoti Basu -~

-urged upon them'to ‘end.the

*and to give an opportunl

.form an alternativé’ Govern-
nient for five years in:the in-" -
terest of democracy and. unjty

.of the nation, In the. lnterest

. of 95 per cent of the people
; The leaders of  six Lefl:
’ 'partlos, including Jyoti Basu, -
. and progressive individuals,
- who -are. members _of the-
" ‘United Leftist. Afliarice, de-
“clared in” one voice that’if -

* congress -misrule_ in the' scattg
. the United ‘Leftist-Alliance 10

on February 3.

with which ,they were now
‘conducting the battle for
throwing. the Congress out
..of power, .’

AnaLvslng the s1tuation in-
.West Bengal, the statements
and speeches of Congress lea-
ders and the activities of the
Congress in- this State, they"

-already suffered a moral and
political” defeat.
time has come for defeat of
. the Congress in:actual prac-
tice by everybody casting his
or her vote against it”, they
;-declared.:

‘The!" leaders “were lustily )
cheered..whsnever.. they -made " |~

trenchant ~criticisms ' of the

- ann-people ‘policies -of::‘the-
~Congress and 'spoke about the
= bright possibilities of an alter-

" native Govemment in the
St"te. S

DEFEAT
CONGRESS !

Describmg how the people
‘hroughout ‘West -bengal :had
. responded to - the .call: for in-
stalling-a. democratic Govern-
‘ment in power, they appealed
" to - the:-electorate  to. make
necessary. preparations: in the
next - few days with the grim
determination  to” defeat the
Congress at the polls..

- Greeting " the’ tremendous

* “mass enthusiasm among the
- people -of. Calcutta on the -

-"occasion ‘of the: rally, the

. Leftist-leaders said: “In the
last general electmns, this

' great city had given its ver-
no - uncertain’ terms. - The
. whole of West Bengal is-now

followinig the tmil blazed by ’

Calcutta”,.

They’ further said that they
* irere --confident that .in the

coming- elections the hame of"
tiie Congress would. ‘be wlped :

out from Calcutta. :
- Narrating his living experl
efice of the-situation.in the

" countryside -of West Bengalin -

course. -of:-his- election . tours
during :the last two-and. haif
- months, Jyoti Basu said, that
-he had seen a different huma--
. nity. there: Vast masses of

people In the urban.as well as .

raral areas of the State want-

ed a.change from the 14 years-

of Congress misrule,

The, Gommunist Party and

“Now the -

dict against the Congress in

L . they won the majority In’" other parties of .the TUnited

- the.. eommg~electlons, ‘they ' Leftist “Alliance "had entered -

‘wonld form and ‘ran ‘the ."the election battle with the
‘‘alternative Democratic Gov- ohject of glving ‘a’ doncrete

- singleness. of: purpose .and  desires of vast sections of the
- {the same unity of acﬁon, people. West Eengal -was " the

ernment- with thé sameé shape 'to ‘the - hopes. and

~defend themselves.

only State ‘where the rulmg
paity was facing a ‘powerful
challenge to its mouopoly ot
power. - -

_ For 14 long years the cor-

“Tupt " Congress -Government °

had loyally served the Indian
and foreign monopolists. The -
Urited Leftist Alliance wanted
to" demonstrate -that it ‘was
- possible to form ‘and run a
Government, - which ~ would
work in the interest of 95 per
cent of the people. -

_Refeiring to the ;sermons
- preached .. ad nauseam' ‘by
Congress leaders that it ‘was -
good to have a strong oppo-
sition ;in -the legislature.
JIyoti - ‘Basu.said that-it was -
~ befter’ ‘to have a’ non-Con-

i

" From AN

gress Government in:two: or
three States, formed by the.
democratic opposition. Such
- Governments would -set up
‘before the people: of :the’

.-"country asignificant’ ex- -

" ample ‘of ' competition: vnth
" the ‘Congress -Governments .
- in other States and at the o
- Centre. - - ¢

‘ Appealing to the West
_Bengal electorate to’vote the -
United’ XYetfist =~ Alliance to
power, ‘he said: “Give us'an’
opportunity for at least five
years, and we will show ‘what -
we can do for. the masses' of
people even within the limited -

powers - of a ,State’ Govern- °
ment under the Constitution”, *-

:Jyoti Basu pointed out that™
the rapldly growing ‘possibili~
ties of the alternative Govern--
ment “had “thrown -the State

. Congress leaders. into ' jitters.

At first, they' had dismissed

the very idea that an alter- -

‘native Government' could ‘be
formed in <“West Bengal."But,

. now ‘they had changed their.

tune ‘and” were Saying . that.

even-if the left partles won "

the elections théy would not.”
‘be' able to’ torm a_Govein- -

UNITED

These gentlemen, Jyoti
Basu observed, were living in
& fool’s paradise. - The Left -

parties were fighting unitedly

to defeat the Congress. If they -
work shoulder—to-shoulder to

form and ran the »altematlve £

Government

“Pointing | out that the Con-
‘ gress was resorting to goon-

daism, he firmly said that

the people  knew how - to°

“NEWAGE

He ap-

pealed to them to loll ‘the -
games of the provoea.teurs
“and to conschdate their own
“forces’in a peaeeful and dis- -
- ciplined manner,”
! Siddhartha Ray, MLA former’
Judiclal  Minister in West
Esngal Cabmet, remarked that
the :Congress leaders were

. suffering from mentalderan-.

‘gement. That was’ why they.
had thrown .open. the flood-
-gates of blatant Ues and ﬁlthy

-personal slanders..
- Bljoy Banerjee, tormer con- :

gress Mayor of Calcutta Cor-

. poration, sharply. criticised the

treacherous. role of the P3P
in this State and said that its
disruptive policy in the ‘elec-

tions helped more: ‘other than
~the’ Congress:

Hemanta Basu,: MLA leader

1 2:0f “the "EB. emphasised that
- ‘there; ygould be no dlﬁerences
- gmong-the left: parties.on: the'

“sste of :seafs’ in-the’” Cabinet
Ini cage” the alternative  Gov—
~eriment: ‘was_forred: “They
"’would -unitedly runthe Gov-'-
‘ern.ment on-the basis of- the
0 agreed programme which had -
‘keen already placed before the .

D EAR Comm.des, s

R ¢ wish I could write
to" each ‘one of the many
‘wnits and. individual mem-
~bers - and ' symipathisers of -
‘our Party who hdave-writtén

‘to me or ‘sent. me-condo= -

lence .resolutions on  the
death- of Ajdy.’But this is..
'practically impossible -and
so I am requesting the New
-Age ‘and.-our other Party .
papers - to "publicise: this -
letter, which goes-out with
all my affection : to" the.

'§ ‘of:derrible anguish for me’
and - for:my: son - afid’ our..
) _: entire fam.ﬂy

i3 Thank you,. comrades all,
‘& for ‘sharing. my.grlef and, :
.by .sharing ‘it helping me
" to bear. what would. be un-
bearable. Through all your
% messages, your letters, your
¥ words I have found :solace

¥ _worked and ‘gave his life. -

_.In 'the- tributes toﬁjoy’s
‘memory which have come
‘from Communist’ Partles:
‘all "over the world, T have:
: been comforbed ‘and’ have

entire  Party, “which -has
_stood by me like a protect-: -
-ing mother af thismoment’ -

there 'to’ look "-after us..§

therefor: Ajoy’s : wife” and”

and fresh confidence in the -
8 unity and .strength ot our

" won the elections, they would - -

atln cnakravarty, MLA'
‘leader of. the RSP said. that.
the Congress was mobilising
all ‘the .notorious’ goondas:of -
Caleutta withi’: the: object: of-
utilising ‘them"in .the consti-:
tuencies of the candidates of-.
the united  Leftist Alliance.:
‘The initiator of.this move was
a Deputy Mlnister

APPEAL
~TO"ALL -

Speakmg in’ nmdx, Gom--
‘munist . leader Indrajit - .
."Gupta, M.P., said - that' the -
 Teft - forces’ were the “only-
. guarantee for, the /security’ :
and safety - of ‘the minori~ - .
tie in the ‘State. He appeal~ o
ed to all toiling péople; Ben=. = -
galls and" ion-Bengalis, ti) .

Nepal: -Bhattacharya,
Diitt -and. Bimala.nandw.
kherjee, leaders “of -the
shevik Party, Marxist F.B ang
RCPI. respectively, and
Nausher. " All als

. ment, which rema.ins
_sheet-anchdr* “of  all’
bopes.,

And through the mess-'
ages.  which -éame . from:
leaders and ordinary peopl
belonging to various parties’
of ‘our own natién, I found’
hopein: the future of our '
motherlarid to which Ajoy §
‘dedicated: tall’ his. . - Uving-
days T

‘rades are worried about i?;'ev
-and-my:sen and our tuture,
-now. that "Ajoy is no’ more

" Ajoy’s Party will always be

- goni'to work and live with. .

Ihopelshallbe able to' §
contribute my  lttle’ bit &

‘towards our cause, by work= &¥
ing harder than ever-before & .
totake our .India forward:
to the goal, towards which 8.
the & -

“Thank you ’nnce agafn &
Each one of your lettershas 3

o~
~? B






