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ERLIN: Why was the
Indian - Ambassador in
. .Cairo or any .of his ' repre-

_sentatives not seen at the
state reception- aecorded -to
‘the GDR Head of State
- Walter Ulbricht?,

This question 1s being posed
from various quarters.

At the ‘Cairo railway station
to receive Ulbricht,

. representatives ‘of the  'UAR

ambdssadors .of" Algeria, Bur-
ma, Ceylon, Ghana, Guinea, -
Indonesia, Iraq, .Yemen,  Jor-
- dan, Cambodia, Kuwait, Leba- -
non, Libya, Morocco, Saudi
‘Arabia, - Sudan, . Tanzania,

the socialist states.

concerned.

. 'CALCUTTA TEACHERS: CEASE WORK
(Report and More Plctures on Centre Pages)

‘while . Nasser . has™- the -full

<itries, Arab.governments. and

.

inst impérialist threats, India

; besides -
President Nasser -and the top

. government, were present the |

" Tunisia, Mali as also those of

 India was conspicuous by
its absence :and = naturally
this has been noted .by all
" It has been interpreted that
backing of all socialist coun~ '

....the majority  of, . Afro-Asfan -
_states in his bold stand aga-.

‘is afraid to come out openly
in support of ‘this stand lest -

Fﬁ'@m KUNH&NAN AN N&ER

the West, Getmans be oﬁend-
ed,

Many consider such attitude

on the part of India, as vir- .

tually a diplomatic blunder,
Iridia recognises the exis-

tence of the  two German

states, as was declared by the

late Prime Minister. Nehru at -

the ‘Belgrade conférence,

"+ Why then . should- India
shun 'a reception . being
given to Ulbricht.. by UAR

- Wwhich also. has ™ -no formal

diplomatie relations thh
the ‘GDR?

It is-well ‘known. also that
_most, of the Afro-Asian.coun~

tries have. no- diplomatic ties
with-the GDR and - yet their
-ambassadors were present at

‘the reception to back. Nasser
in his struggle . against. the -

West. German’. intimidation
and bold recognition of the
reality of life in Germany..

-Is it not a matter of. bad.

diplomacy that-India is not -
-.even prepared to go as far "
. “as Burma, Indonesia, 'Cey-

-lon or, Cambodia does? :
non-cooperation

‘India’s .
with Nasser in this case-has

only helped her :further isola-

tion from the Afro-Asian
states

?HE maSk is ‘oft. For all- their protostations

that the old policies continue, ' the gov-

ernment leaders have from. their own mouths -

admitted that concessions of the most vital

nature are to be. given to the big business -

sharks from: the imperialist countries,
" The Prinxe Minister _has topped the bitter

being pursued is the same as that enunciated
-earlier, The Prime Minister

has quoted in
the Lok Sabha 2 statement made by Pandit
Nehru early in 1949, shortly after inde-
pendence, in which he is alleged. to have
envisaged the. possibility of “foreign capital

“having control of a concern - for a limited

concoction stewed by the -Finance Minister -

and others who malke economic policies. to-.

day, by his addmission in-the Lok Sabha that

the long-established understanding that. for-

- elgn capital will always be in a minority in
jolnt enterprises has been given up.

" This Iatest announcement . is part - of 4
secret deal which the Government of India
has made with foreign capital, The gangs of
western businessmen did not. come so offen

‘to Inda in the last few months to see. the .

Taj Mahal : they came to hunt big game, and
they have shot the beast they were seeking.

The ‘meeting of the Internationa! Chambers
- of Commerce in February in New Delhi was
the occasion for ¢pen ‘demands for “conces-
. slons” to “encourage” foreign capital; among
the most brazen of these demands was for a
mafority share in joint enterprises, The de-
mands have been. met.

On the eve of the budget, another - high-
powered U.S. delepation arrived ' to discuss
“terms”, The final touches of the deal were
given in consultation with this delegation.

It'is a lie to suggost that the policy now.

_sist on an Indian majorlty in a.ll .conceérns, -

period” in certain cases.

. This is a totally inadmissible -use of.Pan-
ditjt's words, It is a statement made as Jong
ago as 1949, The Prime . Minister’s research
assistant could obviously not find .a single
statement by Pandit Nehra after this’date.
If the guotation-mongers were honest they
would -have .also quoted .the immmerabre de-
clarations made by Pandit Nehru ‘which in--

The flood gates are now open. The Prlme

‘Minister has said that we may-allow- capital

“because either technical- know-how: - is - not

. available or sometimes it .will not ‘be possible .
. to find the necessary foreign exchange”, Fore-

ign exchange difficulties cari be pleaded at any

- time, So also the argument of lack ol techni-
. ‘cal know-how,

The deal made by tlner Government ol India
with foreign capital despite the Prime ‘Minis-

" ter's hot denials, DOF.S represent a shii’t to
‘the Right in this vital sector of economic no-,

licy. It must be fouzht by th ; democratic
movement, fought and i’olled. : N

(March 2)
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CTTK BUDGETS FOR BIG BUSINESS

COMMUNIST ﬁmmw "‘

By THE

"g HE consultative meet-
ing of the represen-
tatives of a large number
of Communist and Work-
~ers’ Parties, . 'Which began- '
in Moscow on March i,

"is an important step to- -

- wards strengthening  the
unity of the intérnational -

Communist - movement.
The deliberations are there-
- fore being watched with pro-
. found interest * and ~sympathy
: by millions in all parts of the
‘world, by all who . sincerely
" desire peace; - the -liquidation .
‘of imperialism, coloniali -and .
“neo-colonalism “and ° " the ’ pro-
“gress and prosperity of the
: peoples.
{ With every day that passes,
‘the urgency grows for making
" ever miote " ‘resolute ‘efforts’ ‘to

:heal the breach in the inter-’

: national Communist- movement.

The US aggression in Viet-
‘nam. underlines the fact. -that
the imperialists grow more be-
'stial as the day of their “final
. doom comes. nearer, . |
: The most . dangerous and ..
" bellicose . provocations, " aimed
at carrying mankind: agam and
agam to the" bink’ of "a’ world

E@B?@R

war, are bemg caxried out by !

Us xmpenahsm

An effective answer to d:ese
actions of the - unpemllsts can-
not be given a  divided
socialist - world, a split Com-

. munist family, A
All Commumsts who sin- f

cerely desire to ~ combat and
defeat_ the new imperi

" nationa] independence of

- ples, understand fully the vxtal
‘necessity . to - redouble
efforts to bridge the differences
in the

There: is
arrivé -at” @ common under-
standing . and.a  common ap-
proach.” This'is the same way,

which has' been wused - ever |
since ‘the ‘international Commu-

nist- movement ‘came of age.
That way is the way of mu-

- tual- discussions ‘and consulta- !
tions. Given'the will.for unity, & -

. fort. arriving ‘at agreements,.

participants in such discussions |

and oonsultahons can -

out’ a”~ commonly . agreed ap~ LK

proach and lirie.
The’

of, Communist . and, Workers' |}
Parties™ in 1957 and 1960 weze - .

' XON BACK: PAGE

their - .
international Commu- |

‘nist .movement. o
only one way 'to":

intérnational meehngsf :

2

threats- todpeaqe ‘and to the '
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T HOSE who cherish national unity natu-
rally welcomed the fact that some sort
of agreement on the'language issue appeared
to have been reached by the Congress Work-
ing Committee last week. Iirespective of the
- merits'or demerits of the resolution adopted,
there was relief that a “consensus” had been
reached. Unfortunately this relief has been
short-lived. - ' .
Almost before the public had time to study
the High Command’s resolution and its im-
. plications, it bécame clear that the rot inside

the Congress, on this vital issue also, had .

_gone too deep: It could not be cured merely
by the formal unanimity at the top. - :

Quite. apart from the differing .emphasis

- placed on one or the other part of the resolu-

tion by the various chief ministries, there
was the scandalous publication of the state-

. ment by 106 Congress MPs -opposing any

amendment_to the Official Language Act.
This was open.defiance of the Working Com-

- .mittee resolution and an indication that the
. ‘opportunist lobbies on both sides had not

-abandoned their extremism.

© . It is true that later some of the signatories
“explained”. that they had signed: the state-
. ment before the Working Committee’s resolu-
< tion had been adopted. But nothing can hide
the reality that the organisers of this Hindi
lobby had deliberately given their statement
to the press after the Working Committee’s
decision. And it is an open secret that the 106
. MPs were not without backing in the Union
-Cabinet; the Working Committée and among
_the chief ministers: _
. ‘Serious doubts: ‘have thus been raised
_whether the Congress Working Committee

. and the chief ministers reached any genuine
. agreement at all. Did they merely adopt a

stand capable of different ‘interpretations,
while leaving the door open for the extre-
mist lobbies to carry-on their “campaigns”?

- -And- most important of all, -how will the

“consensus” be implemented? .

_ | _Congressmen should frankly face the truth
that ‘it is the failure of the Congress govern-

. ment, at the centre and in the states, to im-

" plement previously arrived-at decisions
_which is to a large extent responsible for the

antagonisms -over the language question,
which have grown and reached such dange-

“rous heights today. And this failure-must be

seen by Congressmen as primarily their res-
ponsibility. : : .

This is not to suggest that other parties,
including the democratic forces in the coun-

try, do not have any responsibility. But the -
main. responsibility, as in all such matters,-

is that of the ruling party..- :
The most serious failure is that totally in-
sufficient attention has been given to the key
task .of replacing English by the regional
languages in each = state for administrative,

educational, legal and other purposes. Again, -

the- spirit of the three-language formula has
been violated in almost all Hindi-speaking
regions. This has been done by introducing
Sanskrit as the *third” language when obvi-
ously the intention of the three-language for-
mula was to ensure the learning.of a modern

Indian language, preferably of the South; by .
Hindi-speaking students. The spread of Hindi

in non-Hindi speaking states has been slow.
Little or nothing hds been done to explain
the language policy in its entirety.’ .

Who is responsible - for all these failures
and many more? Primarily - the Congress
governments. - e :

And now once-again it

be adopted on maper on the most = crucial

points by the Congress High Command and -

probably endorsed in consultations. with

other parties and influential sections.of opi-.

nion, the snag may still lie in failure:to im-
plement these pq_liciesva.nd decisions.’

The spectre of failure arises from the al-
most complete absence among most Congress

leaders today of that zeal for the mnation’s .

unity which characterised -the pre-indepen-
dence Congressman. Today petty chauvinism
and opportunism have - become : more and
more the bulwark of power in the Congress

" cgucuses at different levels, The interests of
“the handful in the top-income brackets, more

would appearbth"at'
while reasonable policies and decisions may -

2

%

wield authority
machine. ) . . :
The existence of the rival lobbies on the
language issue in the Congress Parliamentary
Party is only a manifestation of this oppor-

:in the Congress  party

‘tunism which permeates the ruling party to-

day.

There is no doubt, at the same time, that

there are Congressmen who are deeply per-
turbed at the divisions which have made
themselves felt on the language issue. There

are many Congressmen who are still as,:

deeply devoted to the cause of national unity
as they were before independence. '
It is their influence, their understanding and

ed to compel-the Congress High Command to
come to an agreement, at least on paper. But
these: Congressmen for whom the cause of

national: unity remains supreme should not

be’ complacent.. The-Working - Committee’s
‘consensus’ is sought to be blown up, killed at
birth, not only by the right reactionary.forces
outside the Congress, but by the-rival ‘syndi-
cates’ inside the High Command itself. '
It was disheartening to note that among
the sponsors and leading signatories of the
Hindi MPs! statement weze some: of - those
who are known to be among the leaders of
the progressive and left forces in the Cong-
ress. One would- still hope that they would
- abandon the temptation of riding on the band-
wagon ' of chauvinism, and devote their

energies instead to the vital task of promot-
‘ing unity through the implementation of

agreed policies on the language issue.

The reactionary and-opportunist efforts to
divide the:country-on the language issue can
be foiled by-the joint efforts:of the.forces,

devoted to the cause of national unity. Cong~

ressmen who stand for unity have a special
responsibility in this fight - for integration.
“They must join hands in this fight with all
those outside the Congress, who are imbued
with the passion for national unity, which
carried the national movement to victory.

’ " (March 2)
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. HINDI? -
or ENGLISH ?
or BOTH ?
Is ;.it the real s;)lution of thg language problem?
No! There is a democratic solution? Have- the

problem? -

-and. the correct solution for the problem in

LANGUAGE CONTROVERSY:

-~ -OUR SOLUTION
‘ (A Pubh'cation. of tﬁe Tamilnad
" State Council of CPI)

‘Available. at:

" §/30 MGUNT- ROAD. MADRAS 2

- PEOPLE’S PUBLISHING HOUSE

o
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From RAMESH SINHA

the meetings of
lovers”. ' )

‘_

often than not, are decisive for the men who .

their irrefutable argiments which have help- - |}

some have . even . attended
“Hindi-

By BHUPESH GUPTA

If there is anything new in T:-T. Krishnamachari’s

_ Budget proposals for 196566, it is the shamefaced
. ‘manner in which the.Finance Minister. has "sought to
oblige the Big Business. Concessions, rebates, exemptions,
tax certificates, tax credits, have been showered on the
monopolists, both Indian and foreign, the speculators

happy ‘and their only complaint seems to be ‘that
-Krishnamachari ‘could have made them-happier still. As

reactions have also come

from other. elements of high
finance. : '
_EN' his budget ' speech ‘the: EZ
. Finance Minister has tried_to’
flatter himself .with the claim that
" ke has given a balanced, if not,
a surplus budget. But none will §
_be deceived by  this misleading F
claim. - Tk
The Third. Five Yéar Plan
provided for -Rs. 1,710 crores
of additional taxation, (Rs. 1,100
crores by the Centre and Rs.
610 crores by the states) Ac-' §
tual - receipts of this additional
- tazation {is- mow esiimated .at
Rs. 2,550 crores, ‘that ‘is, Rs.
840 “crores higher than _even
the. extortionate demand of the
Third Plan. -

: That he does not nmow require
- .to impose additiona] taxes in or-
" der to raise the necessary revenue’
to meet the expenditure on_reve-
nue account is - admitted - by -.
Krishnamachari - himself: in- . his:
budget speech.

about

faila;:ious '
" “balanced budget.”

“and theory

Moreover, in order to = esta-
" blish his claim of a “balanced
‘budget”, he not only imaintains
-the unbearable economic bur-
dens on the masses but conti-
nues to rely heavily on borrow-
ings . oreign  countries,
B mginl ﬁ;‘;:g UgA. %lready under
the threc Plans India’s ~ debts
labilities under external assis-
tance ‘stand about Rs. 2200
crores. .. -

He said: “At existing rates of
taxation, including the 10 per cent
surcharge on imports I announced
ten days ago, the total revenue
is ‘expected to be Rs. 2,353 crores”
(for 1964-65). "The expenditure for
1965-68 is estimated at Rs.” 2,116

crores. This drain on India’s resources

-and e
is ‘whether the budget proposals’ -

" and money-grabbers- of all-hues. No wonder, they are

the Calcutta financial circles- put it “the medicine is'in
“the right direction but the dose is not enough”.. Similar -

i * One- should have

eratic eléments any part to play’in solving this crucial

You will find the proper . answers to these questions

- NEW. CENTURY BOOK HOUSE (P) LTD
jéffd;;chésb . Madurai 1 coimbatbré ~ Trichy 8

... RANI.JHANSI ROAD NEW DELHI 1 .
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LUCKNOW: Having failed to create.any trouble
so far against the move to amend the Official Lan-~
guage Act to remove the apprehensions of the non-
Hindi speaking people, the Hindi fanatics and the Jan

Sanghis are now planning a Hindi convention at Alla--

habad.-

8 CHEDULED to bé held
from March 6 to 8, the

. convention is meant to whip

up agitation against what
they have described as the
move of the central govern-
ment to “downgrade the sta-
tus of Hindi and to dislodge
it from its position of all-
India language”. :

Nobedy can say how far

these people will succeed in
their effort, but the serious-
ness of their mischievous
endeavour can be judgad
.from the fact that the ser-
vices of Seth Govind - Das
MP, well-known Hindi zea-
lot, have been harnessed for
the Allahabad conference.

For the last few weeks not
a few people, papers and or-

~ ganisations have tried to work

up passions in this state aga-

inst the agitation in Tamil~

nad. ] ' a
‘Ieave alone PANCHJANYA,

the RSS mouthpiece, even the -

sedate and sober AJ Daily has

demanded that -the *“anti--

national agitaltio-ll”'; in the

"South should be suppressed
with 'a heavy hand. Not only.
“did it want Subramaniam’s’
.and = Alagesan’s resignations

to have been accepted, it has

.even advised K. Kamaraj to

resign from the Congress pre~
sidentship because he has
spoken against Hindi,

Many  organisations ® of
“Hindi~lovers” and specially
summoned meetings in many.
centres in Uttar Pradesh have

passed resolutions on similar .
-lines with

slight variations
here and there. -

No party except the Com- .

munist Party’ has tried to
place-a proper picture of the

agitation in Tamilnad and-

elsewhere before the people.
It is almost tragic- that
none of _the several well-
known progressive writers
who reside in the state have
individually “or collectively
-come: out -against the at-
. tempts of the local troubfe-
- makers, On the other hand,

In Aligarh, the Jin Sangh

even succeeded - bringing out -
‘processions of -students, There
were clashes with the police, .
It is known that Chief Minist-
er Sucheta Kripalani, a, fri- .-
end of the Jan ‘Sanghis, had -
spoken in the Congress Work-
ing Committee meeting - aga~’

inst any amendment in thé
Official Language Act, '
And to back ‘her up,
five of C. B. Gupta’s followers
led by Gupta himself had
come out with a joint public
statement opposing any move
“to surrender” beforé the agi-
tationists in the South.
Still, the efforts of these
people have- not been .able

to.create any stir in' the.

state. People have not been

pgrsu_aded to believe ' that -
Hindi is in anyway in dan- °

ger or that the people of all
non-Hindi areas have over-
night become unpatriotic
and anti-national,

Th reactionaries in tﬁe state

- including sections in the gov--

ernment. would wholehearted-
ly wélcome an agitation on
the language issue

movement of the teachers

~and governmeit employees.

. o MAKCH 7, 1985

here -

t at this_
juncture because that would- |
come handy to disrupt the

_This ‘surplus of Rs. 937 crores
on revenue account gets however

. reduced when the total disburse-

ment on capital -account of Rs.
2,094 crores is taken into. account.
The two accounts taken together,
get now a nominal - surplu

- only -Rs. 10 crores. o

' FOREIGR -
DEBTS

What Krishnamachari concealed
is that-as a result-of heavy repay-
ment liabilities ‘on account of
India’s foreign debts our revenue

lus will be virtually wiped

" out, notwithstanding fresh internal

and external borrowings of the

- order of Rs. 939 crores .during
- 1965-686.

Foreign debts from the West

- hiave begun to take their foll and
- this -will go on -increasing year " p
- after year. -Capital 1

“and interest payments. involving
foreign exchange on such debts

repayments

have. alreadv risen from Rs. 49.9
crores in 1960-81 to Rs. ;l40 crores

"in 1964-65! ° - _
_ The Financé Minister had better
do some rethinking on these .so-
called. economic . “aids” from' the

West with high interest rates in-

stead of trying to"build up a false

MARCH 7, 1965 _

of

. has started at a time when the .

country’s foreign exchange position
has run, to use Krishnamachari’s
own words, “into a critical situ-
ation.” e .

The, foreign exchange = reserve
(excluding gold but including all
government, balances)  declined
from Rs. 785 crores to Rs. 186
crores during the Second Five

. Year. Plan. Last January it was

Rs. 100 crores and on February
19 it stood at 78.74 crores. Futher
this. staggering decline has taken
place despite “the-substantial flow
of external assistance”.

Ts there any doubt that in fu-
ture, unless export earnings are
considerably. increased, this situa-
tion is bound
worsened? -

.Here again the line Krishnama-
chari’s . budget has taken in res-
ect of the so-called export pro-
motion Holds out but’ little pros-
pects. -

"He wants the exports to be
stepped up primarily by giving
more -concessions to the monopo-
lists and not by radically reorga-
nising and diversifying India’s ex-

‘ternal. trade, nor by :nationalising
‘it, Moreover the new foreign pri-

vate investments which * the Fi-
nance Minister is welcoming with

. Krishnamachari’s budget

to be infinitely

- both amms will in the long run .
" further add to this drain.

. _However the crucial issue be- -

fore the country is not whether
we - have a’. so-called “balanced
budget” in terms of mere receipts
enditure. The real issue

help, on .the one hand, a ‘balanc-
ed and rapid independent growth
‘of our national economy and, on
the other, lighten the crishing
-economic burdens of the ‘masses

. and ‘improve their living condi-

tions. .

Judged by these only sound

. criteria, the .1965-66  central
budget is a miserable perfor-
mance, It virtually bolsters al-
most ‘all the negative trends in
our national economy.

The small mercies that Krishna-
machari “has shown to some sec-
tions of the people by reducing
income tax and removing certain
excise duties will not cover up
this sombre, alarming fact.

Together ~ with  ‘sky-rocketing
. prices, thé indirect taxes and simi-
lar other’ imposts are playing
havocs on the life of the people.
thought - that
amidst the universal mass misery
and especially since there is a
revenue surplus  at - the ~existing
‘tax levels, the Finance Minister
would . at. least pay some serious

; . thought to the problem. .

But he has chosen to virtually
bypass it, of cotrse with some
nauseating platitudes,

NEGLIGIBLE
RELIER

The Union excise. duties has
risen from' Rs. 145 crores ‘in

1955-66 to: about Rs. 773 crores
in. 1984-65, the. total relief

Krishnamachari has offered under

this head is negligible.

Items of mass consumption
such as kérosene, sugar, matches,
tea, coffee, soap, tobacco, wool-
len  fabrics, would . continue, to

bear the heavy excise duties. So
- will many other items the taxes

on which have boosted the
prices of articles of mass con-
sumption.

It does not require to be said
that the overall impact of such re-
gressive indirect taxes is generally
to push up prices.  ~The new
budpget' reagly_ promises no
provement at all in this respect. -

-As for holding the price line,
rings no’
remedy whatsoever. Even -the
Statesman, Feb. 28, -editorially
says: .“If the Budget is to be
assessed. by the - strength of its
contribution’ to - the an:]i-igﬂa-
tionar: olicy badly needed at
thisa]{t}xlnct%re,c{he ve¥dict must be
clearly unfavourable.” .

It is true that there is no pro-
vision for deficit financing but,
then deficit financing is not the
only thing that causes -inflation.
‘After all, in 1964-85, deficit
financing was the lowest but the
prices .of foodgrains - and~ certain
‘other articles reached all-time
‘peak.- The other factors responsi-.
ble for the present day inflationary
_pressure are in fact virtually un-
touched by Krishnamachari’s bud-
get. ’ v

NEW AGE

by the end of. the Third Plan the

im-

"no need for - worrying!

This glaring . failure - of * the

budget proposals on the price front
_is something which cannot but-
cause serious concern. - :

" But then this failute is -by
no means fortuitous, High prices
are regarded ‘as  a powerful
“Incentive” to the monopolists
and Big Money. And how of
all people, Krishnamachari could

forget, this in his cynically Big- -

Business-orientatéd budget?
One cunnot endear himself with
- the monopolists and lators

and yet hold the pn’cer linel

'During the Second Plan period *
we were time and again told that
economy would rfeach what was

eloquently described as the “take-
off” stage. At the end of the Third

Plan what we now find instead

is that in many ways the economy
has got stuck in a° quagmire of
economic sluggishness and even
semi-stagnancy. = ' .
Even with all his sophistry the-
Finance Minister. cannot altogether
overlook this fact. He has to
admit the bad shape in which pur
agriculture is in today and minus
agriculture all ' this * talk . about
“take off” is sheer empty phrase-
mongering. . -

He has also to take note. of
the short-falls in a. number of
branches of industries, although
he has his own explanations to
offer. The balance of payments

position is of coursé causing him.

headache. °

. But he looks at and under-
stands all these acute - problems
not from the point of view of
the common man.' He looks at
the realities from -the point = of
view of a financial. wizard ".of
his class—the capitalist class, -

. 8o, there is no mention of the
growing unemployment=and ‘the
terrific negative impact it has on
the economy as a whole, Like-all
case-hardened  capitalists,
lieves in stepping up production
and economic ' activity - through
more “incentives” and ‘higher pro-
fits for the exploiting classes.

He {s little ‘perturbed by the
slow rate " of ~economic’ growth;
which, . taking the entire period

. of the Third Plan. is not enough
to ensure that even the. existing
level of lving of - the masses
awill e maintained.

In order only to keep pace with
the population risem-r,pofP 2.1 per
cent the rate” of econoinic growth
has to ‘be- of the order . of at
least' 8 per cent. Under the Third
Plan the annual rate  of  growth
is likely to be less. than “four per

cent, (the rate of growth in the.
first two vears is 2.5 per cent and

in 196384 4.4 per cent),
The Economic Survey of the

Finance -Ministry would. show ' that

the ‘government is ‘more interested
in explaining -away this low rate
of growth rather than go deep
into the reasons. No wondg , even
while somewhat- correctly blaming
stagnancy in agriculture for -this
slowness in ‘economic growth,.the
Finance ‘Minister reconciles to the
situation. : L ’

~So long as PL ° 480 - 'dangles
before the .government; there ig
y Finance
Minister has” sanctioned = another
Rs. 440 crores for: food imports.

In 1964-65 the Plan outlays in
agriculture amount to. Rs. 163.
crores as against Rs. 81.8 crores
in' 1981-62. To this was added
an additional . sum of Rs. 21.85
crores. -t U

But. with all this kind (‘Jf pumm-

ing money into -agriculture which

he he-

is ‘going on ever since . the Plans’
started, we are nowhere near self-
sufficiency in .food production.

As a matter of fact, compared

- to 1961-62 when the foodgrains
production was 81 million tons,
the yield in the rext two years
showed a decline. W¢ are told

- the. crop is, better in the current.

- year. But it is absolutely cer-
tain that .the Third  Plan tar-
get ‘of 100 million tons is- not
going to bé reached. -

" The basic approach aind policies

underlying Krishnamdchari’s bud- * - -

-get leaves agriculture- where it-is.

“In this connection it would also

- seem. somewhat interésting that in

his budget. speech Krishnamachari
should not have taken any serious .
view of the, fact that the food
" prices went up and the - food.
scarcities grew last year ‘despite
the fact that-food production had
marginally ~ (rice -yield. went . up .

. by four million' tons). gone up..

The reason-for this remiss on
his part is hot difficult to' under-
stand. For, to go into this ques-.

‘tion truthfully is to discover’ the =~ -

real criminals—the hoarders, spe-
culators,. bankers. and ‘the rest of.
the - tribe—the very ~ people, -
Krishnamachari is now out to- woo

GUIDING
THEME

" Let us now come to the guid-

- ing “theme of Xrishnamachari’s
budget proposals. If certain- good
sentiments spelt in Avadi and
Bhubaneswar were buried at the
Durgapur. session .of ‘the ruling-

- Congress Party, the clever Finance
Minister hag not missed the op-
portunity to miake a bid fresh in -
the .name of budgeting, to "push
g.:e'per his basic approach and

e.. - i

It. is the -monopolists; Indian
and- foreign, the  speculators, the
. hoarders of ‘unaccounted. money
and- the like who really stand in
the way -of fapid, balanced econo-
mic, development, ’
It is they who. distort our eco-
nomic . development in . certain -
branches and gisruptv. it in others. -
It is’ they who create artificial
scarcities and shortfalls, It is they
who hold.our economy’to ransom
and ~constantly work for defeating -
all good .social’ objectives. of the
Plans. . The food: crisis last
- year and- the rising - prices’ are’
indeed much ‘of their creation. -

But the _bitter lessons al. - -

" ‘seem to be lost on the Finance
Minister and - his - government,

“The budget proposals now turn
to solicit precisely ~these ele- -
‘ments and indeed give them a.

-green signal to  go ahead. In
“doing so the past commitments
to the nation are disregarded.

" We have been told. time and
again that for. rapid industrialisa-
tion public.sector must be deve-
loped apace and ‘expanded. Under -
_ the* Third ‘Five Year Plan -this -
‘promise - has” been partly,” if not -,
-wholly, kept.” The~ Fourth Five
Year- Plan is supposed to pay.
greater atténtion to the develop- ..
;ment of public sector, - .-

- But - what ié. surprising is that -
Krishnamachari’s speech - 'and- his .
budget proposals are plainly cast °
‘in the image of private sector and
the public sector is put in the
shade, . ’ S .
_In " Krishnamachari's : st;héme_ of
things it {s. now -Big Business in: -
cludiig forgign mongpolists who. .
| . CONPAGEIT - .
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" concerned - had
“certain

. The Speakers rulmg in the Lok Sabha on February
26 on the unfettered rights-of members to quote from
secret or confidential documents has been rightly hail-
ed as historic in the annals of our parliamentary pro-
cedure. Hukam Singh’s considered verdict is undoubt-

. “edly a victory for, the democratic forces and upholds
" the rlghts of Parhament and the people,

lT was the suppression of
the CBI report- on" :the

allegations of * corrnption(

-agaihst Biju Pdtnalk " and
Biren Mitrs that had led . to

- widespread resentment and a .
‘storm in and .out of Parlla-
ment. o N
- The Prime Minister hadl

:quently, leading people to

the utterly understandable
and thoroughly  justifiable

-suspicion that the interests

of -the ruling party and
the government are regard-

 “ed by them as coterminous
'mth pnbhc interest.’

The Speaker s-ruling upheld

sought to tell the world that the right .. of a Member of

the cabinet subcommittee had - parliament to quote from a -

~.found that the, gentlemen 'gocument -that the - govern-

beautiful world behind which
a sordid story of.lining.their
‘pockets was sought to be

hldden

_bad . committed "ment has decided; for its own -
improprieties”™—8& “ressons, to treat as secret and
conﬁdential By. upholding the
‘Mémber’s - right thus, the
' Speaker has upheld the. sup-
“rémacy of Parliament over
The ruling party and ‘the executive and the bureau-

the nation....fissiparous and
disruptive tendencies have
grown alarmingly 1n recent
_years"

“National integration

. whose need we all feel
.~ keenly”, he had told the
. conference, “cannot be
achieved fully unless an
inspu'ing national objective
is placed before the mass of
our people, effective mea-
‘Sures are taken to realise
that objective and a deter-

. mined and uncompromising
: struggle is waged against

all the leaders of mass orga- -
i of trade unions
and employees’
etc., teachers and other moul-
ders of the youth’s minds,
It is to be hoped that the
next ~ National Integration.
and the body
emerging from it will be
broadened to include repre-
sentatives . of all these ele~ -
ments so that the job of
bringing about national inte-
gration is.takeh . out of the

powerful vested interests
and against all forces which
stand in the way. .

final analysis,
integration 1ig -
problem of democracy and of-
soclo-economic
transformations”, he had de-
Renewed efforts to" activse

must keep these
fundamental truths in mind,
-A concerted, all-sided. - effort
had to be organised placing
“an inspiring, national
jective” before the.

which it tends to slump under
the present ruling caste’s dis-

It is people from all walks -

established’ that the cost -

- of-Hving indices compiled by
°. the statistical - department of.
* the: state :government ~are

‘“misleéading ‘and incorréct and.
“do 'not ‘reflect the actual rise ’
. in prices SO

. The dxﬂerences between

. fthe indices -prepared: by the
government machinery and
v thoSe calculated by “the_:
. AITUC: state commlttee ‘are
. very wide, The January 1964
- index shows a diﬂerence of -
. abont 128 points. =

o ‘The memorandum has made
out a- clear case for a».tho-

compilation.

After - carei’ully examining
the entire system of ‘compila="- °
tion of indices, the memoran--
dum-has ‘shown that :
has been’consistent effort'on”
. the part of the department " -~

concerned to-keep-the. indices .. ..
.,artiﬂcialy below tne real prlce
level .
It has been pointed out in -
the memorandum that . the -
‘steep rise in-prices of essen-.
tial commodities ~since 1852. -
has not .been takem:into ac-.
count in many cases, In some " :
cases, . price: rise since
has been ignored :

fred 'w1despread dlscontent ‘among the workers was re- .. ¢
7. cently pin ipointed by the Bihar state: committee’ of the'. -
-~ AITUC'in" a-memorandum submitted:to. the state.and
‘cential governments. T i

?HE memorandum has

there ..

1958

of 1ife Who haveé to put their —ZIAUL HAQ
shoulders to the wheel—above i

those presrdm? over its des- cracy  and strenEEhened
tinjes thought they" icould ~Indian’ democracy

ride rough-shod ‘over , de-
mocratic - traditions - and
standards of decency that
our national movement it-
self has brought into being
and inculcated among the
.people,

"It was a most sordid spec-

“tdcle .which—-had it been al-

STRIVING F@R
INTEGRATION

? H.E need to reconvene

and activise the Natio-

lowed to-go -unchallenged— nal Integration Conference

_wonld have remained a per-
‘mament blot on the name of
ttus country and its people )

- It goes to the credlt of those

who raised the issue and per-
‘sisted in it that the fair nameé
of, Indian democracy has not-
“bheen sullied as:- thoroughly as
the chiefs of tHaruling junta.

© - would have lked it fo-be.

has now been recognised by
fhe ruling party - and the
government -

- The Communist’ Party in a
memorandum -to the Prime
Minister had only recently
‘called “for ‘these very steps,
‘among others, in order to.
meet the present crisis that
threatens to tear the nation :

. It was common .knowledge -apaft.

: that what Shastri had tried
to whitewash and sugarcoat
.and pass off a8 mere’ “impro-
prieties” - was - ‘nothing- - else’
_than bungling - of : people’s
money -on & colossal - scale.
* Moreover, in our bureau-

) cracy-ridden set-up it hap-
. pens too often that'the exe-
cutive takes shelter . behind
‘the plea of “public ‘interest”.
Tt is nothing but-a device to
~keep away from the ‘Public
:gaze things:unsavoury. whic

_are only likely to invite severe
criticism against’ the admi-
‘nistration.

The plea of “public iriter-
est” has been - entemq by
the government far_tog fre-

§ Half-yearly _ _Rs '10.|

"Subscrip’tion Rates _

Inland:- Yearly Rs 12
| Half-yearly - Rs. '6,
Quarterly © .. Rs.’

Foreign: Yearly " Rs. 20

All" chieques, drafts eftc.
are to be made payable
to: T. Madhgvan and not.

'to New Age. - ‘
Managerlal Ol’ﬁce ’
'7/4_ Asaf Ali Road,
E A New Delhi ‘. -
‘Phone:* 271002 & 271794
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It was the complacency of
the ruling party and its end- .
less preoccupation! . with in-.
fighting for loaves and fishes
of office that allowed this im~
portant national .forum %o
- lapse into.decay and disuse.
Instead of - putting. it on a!
permanent basis and enlarg- .
ing ‘“and broadening it as -
should have been done,’ the
Nationab Integration Council
was- virtually shelved, practi-
cally after. its’ very first con-
ference -held in.. September
1961." ‘The second conference
held “the year after was a-
weak and formal affair, :

~ 'The whole: effort was aban-
toned ‘after the massive Chi-
nese aggression - that ‘took
place against our borders in
. October-November 1962, - The-
‘wiseacres of the ruling party
gloated over the situation and
almost welcomed the folly.of
Chmese aggression, declaring -
that it was a blessing in dis- -~
guise. For, had it not brought
about “national integration”? .
They denied: thus-that it. was
necessary to ‘work still more
strenuously for that obJectlve

They Buried both the Na-.
tional Integration Counecil and
the idea: behind it.

It will. not. be out of. 'olace
hére to recall what the lateé
Ajoy Ghosh had told the first -
‘National Integration :Confer- .

- ence in his speech on behalf '
of .the Communist Party. He -
had warned in words that

- <have a: prophetic rirg today,

* that, “despite factors favour-
able for the consolidation of
the unity of the country and

e

BY OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT

‘ INANCEV Mmlster

" T. T. Krishnamachari °

_has had his -say.. Like ‘a

"juggler who throws up all
'sorts of objects. in the air

to confuse his spectafors,

+ TTK has’ created . the,
visual impression of h‘av-_
" ing. produced a budget .of

reliefs—all round -lower-
ing of taxatlon—for the
poor and’ the rich,

But ‘his ju lery ‘imeans. onl
“this: meat ég g 1

teristic of TTK was the at- -

_ tempt to pass- off -the budget.

of the capitalists .and: their
foreign ~ collaborators in the
name of Nehru's legacy.
TTK commenced the 'bud-
get speech with-a glowing and .
glib tribute - to Nehru..” “Tt is.

. now left to. -us......to carry
“forward the legacy ‘of - Jawa- -
“harlal Nehru according " to: our-
- lights. I can only hope ‘that -
 the: Budget will help fulfi] this

obllgahon in sdme . nsmall mea-‘

sure”, "said T.T.X:

casual reference ‘to ‘the “custo-
mary soclahstxc pattem ‘is

. absent.

Nehru’s name came up more
often 'in Parliament for the.
“self-same purpose of ]ushfym
odd ends and policies.

TTK was in :good company

of Primé Minister © Lal Baha-
dur Shastri ; who has - lately
been specially careful ' to " dis-
‘card< his earlier posture of
striking - out © an’ mdependent

" path; of leadershlp

Said Shastrj while ’wmd.mg
up the debate - on'the . Presi-

" dent’s Address: in' the matter
" of foreign collaboration for in-
dustrial  projects * Jawaharlal’

Nehru's policy was- being"strict-
ly adhered to by the govem-

ment. '

And so TTK* got a’ clean

chit for his -open. door “to "’
* foreign - capltal—all in' the -

name of ‘Nehru, ;
“‘The ' Prime Mmrster ;also

waved _the - magic. .wand  of’
“Nehru’s assurances ,to, meet

‘the fury of opposmons charge. ‘ Chagla bad some illuminat- .
ing-examples to prov1de "

. witlr the language issue cor- .
. Citric Indx_a Private- Limit- .
) ed were granted a licence

‘for manufacture of citric acid )
in: collaborahon .

. In tlus case, he seemed to
- be a ‘wee-bit too

- three-day dxseussxon
the - President’s. Address.

Almost to the complete “ex- '
clusion’ of other burning issues
before. the natlon . and’

- The ﬁrm has not been -able
intg production ' uptil -
-now andis at present trying to -,
“the develop the know-how starting -
;' -from_pilot pldnt: based:on a

queshon Wthh found its focus’ patent on; surface fermentation,

in the speeches -of ‘MPs_whose’
of ° Govemment’s'
policy was severe

‘While the bulk of opmlon :
advocated the sane’ polley of a.

rocess based on ¢

e rich and . »Chexmcal Laboratory
'bones for the poor. : '

Remarkable though charac-“

exists and is- being utilized by kS
:Sarabhai - Chemicals - who have

.policy which unifies’ the nahon,v'fﬁ"’ﬁ’er developed ‘t

there were on the: Opposition
.as well as. the ruling- party
benches -the extreme fringe.

They were the ; ultra-Hmdr';:
enthu51asts of the -

forergn /plant and equlpment -
and also German techmcxans

the techn_ology ‘of _surfacév fer- :
mentation | having . im-.
"parted to ! them. and; ithey..are..
:still developmg the’ procéss’ so

as to apply it in thelr plant e

DMK on: the other :
Rather . Iate in the : day di

;value of shckmg to- “Nehrus o
‘and the ‘¢ourse of” -
sanity propounded by the late"‘_ ‘k
Jawaharlal Nehru :

And he unmed.\ately rolled‘ o
out proposals in which even a. ;

Banum Chemrcals Limrt- ]

“,;fof‘f the manufacture of banum
: in 1959 in collaborahon. .

DUCATION M1ms-ﬂ
_ter M. C. Chagla has™
turned the _spotlight- on

The _party has not been ablelr i
into produchon -uptil -

; :passed The process _
-lcnow-how ‘imparted to the ‘frm

collaboratlon and the sins by the fore,gn couaboratm

that -are being ‘committed
-in. 1ts name against self-
m_Ind1as eco-’

On the other hand .
scientists at’ the Regional Re-'
" séarch, Laboratory, Hyderabad
necessary - know~

Said Chagla in the Ra,yai
Sabha this’: week:
(Indxan sclentrsts’)

. ,ﬁ, As many ‘as. 1:

machmery, ‘the - results of indi-" .

. ngen licences for collaborahon :’ gt
-with .different’ foreign firms; for. ‘3
production’” of weldmg‘ elec-,

- know-how are Jikely to be, by
passed and ’ forelgn collabora‘

collabprahon in
‘cludes capltal partlt:lpahon S

:'ﬁrmq ‘have been v o
for collaboratxon with’ dxﬂ'erent
+foreim - ﬁrms for produchon of'v :

“equally - good Ipdlan lmow-how .
or even ‘superios Indian’ know- '
how is not utilized and some-.

times an’ outmoded knotohow " ;

No techmcal evaluation : of S
the foreign know-hoiv has, beén: g -
"+ made ini; theser cases.

ational cap: sital, -

- his’ budget speech ‘to
":"-'Parlxament ‘this- week, he has

ot~ only . reiterated - his assur-

jce controls” will ‘all ‘be

suxta ly oriented - to™ encourage

‘the ,growmg penetrahon -of
 /foreign’ private : caprtal into
our. economy. }
" Whatever - be the Fmance

o Mimsters idea’ of “rapid : eco-
*. nomic.. growth “for 4vhich he
" ‘relies - on - foreign capltahsts
. ‘and. is prepared to-give. them ;.
«: a” charter “to_loot ‘our. develgg

" “ing. public. sector:  even, e
+Prime ' -Minister’ owes - an_ €x- .

‘y,'-_gl;asnahon to. the country how

is being ‘allowed 'in_the

“face ‘of ‘stark Facts which show .
" the. already- dangerous shape
.8 the,phenomena of foreign capr-
2+ tal: investment " has. assumed in
. our economy- since :it- embark-:

d.on" planning.

TTK: : has - declared that
“all . incentives: and. facilities”
that - are’ “glven - to Indian <
capital  are -available “equal-7
._lg/' 0° prx'oate forezgn -enter-
prise and: “we - give’ every

profits :to _foreign {npestors’.

“tion any talk of mdependent
economic ‘develovment ' be-’’
omes: ‘absurd. The . truth

hat the:Finance Minister is.

-development - -and . .pledging
+the" countriy’s, ‘economic inde-
< pendence to, forelan .capital. -

i In’ the context of such- ‘high

- level attemnt ‘to - -distort . the’

growth of our: strugeling éco-
nomy. the waming :that ‘Homi

B TTK’s *‘close  associa- -
" tion " with  foreign capital
‘and. his " fascination - for .
. collaboration: * ‘are. well
* kniown. Now he has. again: -
- flaunied - his.. pernicious
plnlosophy of encourag-
* ing private forelgn invest--
- ment 'in- -our:~economy,
" with - generous  offers: of °
' :throwing open both pub-
. lic"and’ private_sectors to,
‘the - invasion” of inter-

“facility : for *vepatriation of .

.~ determines - policies; Many
lara- - :
w the. face of this declorn ‘such. instances have been

pomted ot in the past'in-
-'these columns._ - L
ort: from Bhilai mdl
& ling - atmos-:
- phere in . these -public:  sector -
“industries: - There - the “hated:
“contract labour 'system 'is being:
/nurtured *, and’ déveloped ; ag--
- ginst . the jinterests of: tbe in-

" seversing the | process of oury

on PreSldent"sb Address - as”

. non-coa] ; mines

Had " unam- s

-~ The : memmnd“m says. Fr@m E&o G@Pﬁ&&%
«_,that out of 40 1tems, on tne -
“basis of ‘which- the . cost of
: livmg index figures are com-
’pxled, there are .19 items
“ whose prices are “much’ be-‘

>

low than the actual market
pri.ces.

The AITUC state committeev :

" has given a number of instan-
_cés where. Tetail prices  far .’
- _below . the . prevailing market. -

prices have been used-for the
compilation of:indices, -
Following - is “an ' example

. bcited by the committee taking
~the Jamshedpur centre’s com- ...

ilation for January 1964'

of the all-India cost of nving
- undices. .

The memorandum has rais-
ed another important - point
‘which relates to the - serious
situation that has - arisen in.
_Bihar' due. to the employers’
refusal "o implement several
decisions of tripartite bodles.

Among these decisions are
the questions of linking-
dearness allowance to price

. +indices and opening  of fair
price shops by the emplo~

" yers employmg more . than
: 300 workers to. supply all

! S Prices quoted by ~,
Articles. ~ the Statistical - - the Jamshedpur -

Dept. of the Govt.

assumed . timely . signilicance.

" Daji_gave two. instances of  the.
prolific : growth of foreign in-:

vestment | in:.recent gars in

key. industries * like emxcaIS‘

‘and pharmaceuncals

Quotm from - the Reserve -
,Bank India ; Bulletin of:
November 1984,  Daji ~ has: P
pointed -out that in the chemi- .

“cal industey;: -during the. sever

. years- between :1956-57 and
:1962-63, - foreign-._investment -
was of ‘the order-of Rs.. 1150 - -
crores and: they. in. this. t1me'

took ~out of the country.
18.48 . crores’ .- as dmdends,

royalty and techmcal charges. -
e capltal mvested remams‘ -
»_mtact )
. In the, pharmaceutical in--
;.»‘ances to- private forelgn inves- - dustry, foreign investment.
* tors, “but arrogantly : declared
that - this “policy - of - hospitable -

“and - fair. treatment”. will - conti- :
* pue.in future and Four. geme- -
-ral pohcles, whether in regard
: to taxahon, industridl licencing’

“during ' these  seven ' years

" “was Ry 7.5.crotes.and they .
carried away from the coun-
try - dividends - and profits to -

the tune of Rs. 4.64 crores.

-As Daji. said, this L)ohcy of -
- the" Fmance }Mimster, s -
“-Bound to ‘create: in this coun-
try tiew Nandalals- waiting for
‘a”new Clivé. to - come agam
- and’ betray - our : ‘revolution.”

“We are mortgagmg the very

fabric of ‘our’ economic inde-
“pendence . t6'; -these. . forelgn-_.
‘mvestments’ .

“There -is mo’ other alter-v_‘
natiys. before- the _country.-but_
‘to reject. : outright this " anti:"

national policy of TTK, 'If the’
" tendency is .not; curbed now, it

may become too :late.

. @@N?R&@?@RS’ i

‘a.party to ‘are.more often

'violated' in; govemment--v
“owned - mdustnes where

bureaucracy - rules ~.and

cates

dustry ‘and- the ‘workers. |
‘It is ‘to_be. recalled: that the

Daii ‘gave in his shéech in: the;
debats

Lolc Sabha dunng the

Tlnrd Industnal Committee on"'

! mouﬂmﬁfﬂW-,
tract ~ labour” system in ‘nom- -
/coal -mines ~ will .be _.abolished -
* forthwith  and " production .work ..
will be carried out  depart- -
_mentally. . But . the - General :
Manager of - Bhilaiis. under:".

stood " to ‘have’ refused ‘to:im- ~ §.
‘plément "~ this * ‘decision “under -’

- gontractors in all BSP mines

and- Hirs. ‘Dolomite . mines

- has. been continting . with-

out any. break ssince 1956,

contract ' labour under this - pro-

ject can’ be- gaiiged ~from the -
fact that manual production’ by -

contractors . in ' Rajhara’ Iron
Ore. miines -alone™ increased

from 14,340’ tonnes in 1958 ‘to

: 818 200 tonnes in 19684.. | -
Now - ‘under ~the expansron }
scheme of : 2.5 - million .tonnes .. 3 -
whichis_taken: up"in = Bhilai,”
:there will be * need: for ‘more

and’ more raw ‘materials --and
the capacrty -of ‘the- present

mechanised mines.- would- not.
be sufficient .'to feed all "the -
blast furnaces regularly. - That
means the contracts have come-

to stay.

. Even miore: dangerous is the
move -to farm out the: dolomite
. mines to pnvate contractors.: ¢ §
“The - expansion - of Hirri dolo- - &
" mite minés- under -the Hindu- "

i stan Steel  Ltd. . is already .
under consideration. - This ‘mine "
. is.solely ' to’ feed the public -
sector | steel . plants, ‘Bhilai as-
- well as Rourkela and Durga-v :

‘ECISIONS to w}uch}
he government. are:

pur.

- But’ recently, it i.r leamt, s

the .General Manager

»agreed to ‘a’-twenty years

lease " to  private ' contractors,
Sataria"Co. :and K. N. Pot-
‘dar & Co., . who . are. sup-

ported. by-'the - Tatas - and’ "
Martin * Bums, which Yolll s

. enable them :.to start ' their

own’ private mining - within !
- the notified - drea of Hirri 3

'mines W

. The govemment sbould
how this kind of thing
is allowed." ‘Why . is it that -’
fnstead of * taking up® ‘the! ex-:,
pansion ' of -mining under ‘pub-
lic- sector, private . conh-actors o
"~ are, bemg enoouraged to -en-

ma v ..W&MER’"; '

-Sari 10%44
the plea that work under con- Te - :
- tractors s nol: of a perennml
-:nature. - S -
Production work through'

such - as the . Rajhara Tron ;
Ore; the Nandini Lime Stone. -

The.. enormous - growth - of p

Crom dol ) _;do:pemaa_éas.e.‘zseoom
Arhar dal Rs."36.60. ... ‘.

Masur dal . RS.'30.00
Sugar..

- “Mustard oil 2.50 .,
Chillies . -.3.50 -,
»‘Coke,coal 2:10 ,

Kerosens oii-

aaeaee

1.20° per seer,

..0.30 per bottle Rs 0 37 per bottle
12 00.per pair Rs. 18.00 per pair *.

' Prices quoted ny

Chamber of )
Commerce e

”- ” N
» » c

per seer o

» »
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The. Statistical' Department .
. of the .Government of Bihar.

has- given no expla.nation for

" the low figures used by it for
- compilation of .the-indices. -
-~ 'The second point made out
“in the memorandum. is. that

although'the prices of - salt,

milk,  tobacco, pan, liquor,.

shoes ‘and house * rent etc.,

" have been steadlly going up.
since 1952 and prices of me- .
dicine  have Increased . ‘since -

1958, such rises have not: been:

taken . into ‘account . "in the‘

compilation of indices

"1t has alse been’ pointed E

" out that as far as the price

of wheat is concemed, the

- statistical department ' has

abandoned the. system of -

.. quoting the retail pnce in
the open market

Since October 1958 the con-

trol ‘prices of wheat is being

used for the indices. Although
the market price of wheat
during January 1964 was
something between Rs,-28 and
Rs. 30, the price actually used
for -the mdex was | only Rs.

'15.75.

" ‘These defective and frau-
diilent indices have not only
resulted in loss' -of ‘earnings
to the workers in Bihar, they

~ ‘also led-to the scaling down

_‘essential commeoditics to the .

workers. ety
"The memorandum has de-

: manded }
@ The- setting up- of a tri-
‘pdrtite investigation com-~" -
mittee to -enquire into
"Tecommend removal -
fects in the cost of living in~
" dices,.. -

@ Necessary steps .,y the

~ang
‘of de~ -

state government to. en-

sure”that-theé ehployers open
fair ‘price. ‘shops' immediately

©

time the employers stiould
link the dearness -allowance
of workers with price indices,”
in consultation- -and: agree-
ment with the workers.’ Fajl-.
ing in fixing such'a date gov-
ernment  should. refer  the
-matter for . adjudicatlon or
arbitration. .

@ Immedlate steps by the

Fixation of - & date by
government by which

government  to . revise

minimum wages for different
‘schéduled employments, with
immediate interim valse for
--eertain low-paid categories.,

‘The memorandum has also

demanded the - convening of
an emergent meeting of the
Central =~ Labour = Adviscry
Board to.discuss the problems
raised in -the memogandum

) lowmg address‘
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LUCKNOW' 'An unporta.nt four-day meetmg ofv

' . k meetings and demonstratxons

the UP state’ council  of the Communist’ Party” WaS' R

held in Lucknow from ‘February -11 to 14, This was

the fifst' meeting- of the new state counecil ‘which was .
elected at the Party: conference held in Kanpur m

. ’ .- November last year.
) "HE council meeting -wWas
t. “called to review the eriti-
cal situation'in the state and

to work out the Party’s tasks -
‘The -

‘$0 meet this situation.

council ‘had also to élect. the

new execiitive committee and
secretariat of the- Party..

" CPI chairman S. A. Dange’

also attended the first session

'of the state council meeting.
After Kah Shankar Shukla,

secretary of the state: ‘council,,

i mcompetence and subser-h
vience to vested - interests,
‘" has become a tool -in the -
‘and .
: reactronary parties such.as’

hands ‘of bureaucracy
-those Jan Sangh and RSS
" The’ council noted how the

question “affecting - the  life. of
the people have been ..lately j

raised by different parties and

organisations - in ~the -state. "
Even sections.of Congressmen :
have . -expressed

. discontent

against the policies ‘of . the‘ :

“reported-on the Seventh Con-

with . facts. and- figures,’
the burdens on the . state’s
people have increased;
the crisis of prices and food.
has disrupted the lives of an . -
overwhelming majority of the

_gress.of the Party, the coun-:
cil took up & discussion of the.
‘economic and political situa-
. tion in Uttar Pradesh.

The discussion brought out
-how

“how

state’s people; how ever new

séctions. of the people ~have
been forced to come:out open-'

1y into the struggle

The council’ felt that the

present mxmstry,rdue to lts

govemment

the situation, the possibilitles " eastern - and

.o triets,

* The councxl further decided 3
to lalmch a programme of

of the formation of - united

greater than ever before

“To prevent these possrbr- .

* lities from being explorted
by the Jan Sangh and simi--
‘lar. anti-national - organisa-
- tions and‘ to “channelise .
- them for ‘positive democra-
to.~ bring -
 about a progressive chanre

tic intervention -

' A T . _committees . and . Sahgram
Jjan Sangh- - gsamitis to fight againstf tne

ol anti-people’ policles , O e .
?@Oﬂ govemment have become

. -in’ the policies of the coun-
. cil said that the spontane-

ous movements . and strug- . -
-gles oi’ the people shonld be‘

T _ BOMBAY Over’ 5oo delegates and observers . from
o 215 branches- and eight state councﬂs:‘wi]l‘at_tend'the_
seventh national conference of the: Indo-Soviet Cultural
- Society to be held at Tudhiana from March 12 to. 14.-

e

?HE inaugural function

and- the next two days will- be
devoted to delegates - session.
The : conference - will . discuss,
the secretary’s .report: and the
programme .for 1965~66, pass
resolutions . ‘on . various ‘topics
of interest to the Socrety, and
organise discussions  in, differ-
ent commissions on - “ISCUS
AND -OUR PEOPLE”

During the conference ‘there
will be two seminars: ©ne on
- INDO-SOVIET - RELATIONS
.AND WORLD PEACE” and

ECONOMIC COOPERA-
TION.
Both the subjects are of im-
mense interest to our counh'y,
the. second “one being - very
toprcal as this year the ISCUS
is  going to’ celebrate - the
“tenth anniversary of the initial
agreement’ for Indo-Soviet eco-
nomic - cooperation’ srgned on
February 2, 1955.
Many

~Anup Singb, Mulk Raj Anand,
VXRYV. Rao, -Gyanchand,
K. D. Malaviya, Aruna Asaf
Ali,  H. D. Malaviya and

two seminars.

will be. on the 12 evening -

-

the other on :INDO-SOVIET -
ers of the
. leader of .the Soviet delegation.

) gesrdent in place ‘of 'jts foun-_

- destinies .of this

~ eminent personahhes‘
iricluding V.X. Krishna' Menon, - be elected. at this. conference

Romesh Chandra have been”
ihvited to' take part in these

. grammes -

“who -, passed " away suddenly

‘A -special Soviet .delegation
consisting “of - -five . members.
and . led by . Aliev, a ' distin-
guished  public . figure from .
Azerbaijan, - is expected to
attend the conference. - A num-
ber of Soviet experts ‘and cul- .
‘tural’ representatives resrdmg
in India-have been invited..

There ‘will be cultural - pro-
on “-all . the ee
evenings .and - they ‘will. include
classical . music, mushmra, and_
films.

On' the’ last day there wrllf
be a public - meeting . which
will be addressed - by the ‘lead--
ISCUS and the

“The - conference . will = elect’
new: oﬂice—bearers including a

er-president  'A.~ V.. 'Baliga

last " “year after guiding , the
orgamsahon
for 12 years.

A national council. will also

. The - national .  council .-

bringing . out a beauhful and-
colourful - souvenir on . this
occasion. .. It will ‘contain the -
‘messages o the- ‘conférence,
articles -on _Indo-Soviet rela-
tions’ and " photographs.

DR
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Mass organisations of the

workers, peasants and middle -
‘classes should be strengthen-
“‘ed; - the: Communist Party in
.the state: must be strengthen-
ed’ and its Tanks politically. -
.educated, the commxttee ‘felt.

“iAs the ﬁrst step in: this

directiont the: council has' held:
special meetings of the party
workers .on the trade
‘and kisan fronts SR

union ‘

The klsan workers oi’ .the

- Party have decided to: enrol

one ‘lakh' members’ to. the

.f- Kisan Sabha . immediately:

" They have also  decided to .
- take .parg. in. and ‘lead .the ..
. struggles of the:kisans and
The cotneil opine d that in -: the landless workers which

i.are. breakmg out in many

LUCKNOW A three-day fast was undertaken
before the Council :House 'in -Lucknow by-Raghunath

. of rising_ prices, food and dlS-

- held .at: every possible; ‘place

. Samitis” should be set up -in:

: ment students and youth de- I3

o partment and educataion and |
agit-prop ’departm

traiat were: later put in charge
"“of .'these departments The

- whole:8écretariat was" - made
e responsible for: Party organisa-

- ¢ally endorsed the:: decision
.-of the state “conference to
;- increase the: Pa.rty member-
- ship in UP to 30, 000, - The
‘- distriets' announced ' their
< 'quotas ‘of new". membersh p

Jin the meetmg' rtself :

‘in’the districts' on the issues

tnbution of land e an

‘Sangram " decision oll the state confr~

: - . ence to collect a- special Party

’ Samitis v - "'Fund of Riipees one lakh'

‘ Chos v el strengthen. the Party centre
Similarly, v Mahng‘aiév,iro- cand-its- agit-prop ____ apparatus,

. Including--"its".: < ‘the
. JANYUG.. Quotas of .the dis~
with the support of 'all” sec-. - tricts were ﬁxed in the coun-
tions of the people. “Sangram cil o

the course ‘ of ' these struggles : 'I'he council endorsed the
and conferences : declsion of the ‘state. confer-
ence to give political ..educa- [
tion" to. at least 5000 selected "}
~fnembers of the Party :during
the .current year. To start off
the ' . educational " ‘campaign,

dhi Conferences” ‘should ‘'be

/‘..
~To . eﬁectively guide the'

work‘of the Party in all these
directions, " the council gave

“The ‘Council endorsed the

considerable -thought: to the: -

western drs- -

department,

?isree Day @ase By

question: of: creating " ‘the ne-.. the Party will first organise a
cessary orgamsational machi- - school" of selected Party edu-
nery i catronists :

“To begin with it decided to A 25—member executive com-
set:up four - departments- at . mittee of the council and.its
the state centre: trade: unjon mne-member secretariat were .

kisan - (_lepart- _elected unanimously

’pendence have brought little
progress to these ‘districts and
-they remain some of the poor-
est areas: in the whole coun-

: Tens of mrllions of people .
in all the ten districts live
~on_the. verge, oi' perpetual '
starvatmn

RPN OIS

"Ram“MLA "and. Munnilal Verma and:" Deen- Dayal

Smgh president and secretary: of the Ballia- district
Kisan Sabha respectrvely, to draw, the attention of the

government to the terrible conditions of their distriet:

HE fast ended -on Febru-
‘ary-17. B. G. Kher former -

- 'Speaker. of the’ UP. Assembly;,
“affer expressing ... solidarity
" with the just cause the fast-
ing leaders were

Juice.”
On the: three days ‘of the -
" fast thousands of = people . -

 went to the special shamia-

.- na in front of the Council |
s sympathise with
- the'" objective of - the three'_ E

. House to

leaders,
."A"delegation - consrsting‘ of

Jharkhande Ral, Chandrajeet
Yadav-
Party MLAS met the Chief
Minister, who " alsb sympathi-
sed with the cause . of .. the'
- fasting leaders: - -

‘Only. the .Jan Sangh men.
had . vainly tried to
noise in:the legislatire ask- - }
ing as to why “these persons” '
.were allowed to pitch a canopy

and - Surjan.

.raise a

before the .-Council House

when this was banned by the_

authoritiesl
The demand of the fast-

. ing leaders was simple, They '

said: “include Ballia alse in

the developmént plan - Te--
the Patel.

‘- comimended by
' Commission for ﬁghting the

‘utter’ poverty: and: ‘back--
eastern g
© districts of the state, i

. The Patel Commission it
may be' recalled, hrid. visited

* wardness - of the :

the aréa after -the ~famous
speech of - Gahmari in Lok

NEW -AGE- -

espousing, .
gave them glasses of orange -

Sabha which had moved Pan-
dit Nehru to have an enquiry
_mdde .into ‘the ‘conditions of -
.these districts. which were
_penalised by the “British  for

their defiant role in the inde-.
pendence struggle,

~.The Patel Commission how—

_ever™ selected - only four ' dis-

tricts -(Ghazipur, - Azamgarh,

- Deoria, and Jaunpur) for help

in development
In support’ of the tast at
Tucknow, an’ all-parties com-

.mittee in Ballia organjsed an
"intensive . campaign of meet-

ings and- .demonstrations  all

O DO ST D AV A

over: the- district for ‘all the .

Seventeen years of 'inde- three days. s

Raghunath Ram MIA, Munnllal ‘Verma and ‘Deen. ayal
Singh before the Conncrl Bouse

T L R A D TR O QA5

?rotest

sinl:e ‘was in response
Al India: Reserve - Bank :Em-

. Reserve  Bank. Workers Union.
"They were . protesting: " against
. the RBI': management’s

of employees. in. promotional .
m outside, igroring the

exishng employees

" The Bank has also been’ re-
Fusing to . negotiate” and settle
some of  the . outstanding .- de-
vnands of - the.  employees . in

‘of _ fair
? hberahsahon of ‘medi~
cal ac

: oﬂicmhng staff,
In New Delhx

CRBL" went on Cstrike in' the
mormng They. . demonstrated
before _ the - RBI - offices ~in
Parliament Street “in,

A meetin| ’held afterwards

wh promised: . solidarity :and

'8 ‘support -for_the: struggle of the".

RBI employees. oy

employees: went .on stnke.

an’--strike:; from -9.45! AM -to

IL - staf * from: 1015AMto
1145 AM. It

By OUR STAFF CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI Reserve Bank of India: employees all
over the country observed a ninety-minute token strike: § - .
.on Febmary 24 -and held. demonstrations - before the s
oﬂiws of the RBI in mportant cities. . .

? to. the "call " given by, the
_ployées * Association’ ‘and the’
‘with : the

‘deci- .
.sion to recruit a large number-

eg;ﬂmate ‘claims of suxtable_

- promotion .

The s!nko completely para-" ’
.lysed ‘the" - working - “of: -the: §
bank. Boththe- depul tth eas 3

surers in -charge of

department - joined the - smke

not' be opened hll moon. "

The Bombay protest hadl

added " significince- because _the

. Bank " has announced ‘jts deci- - -

“sion” to- recruit . from . outside’
200 junior . officers” iggoring
senfor ~ employees - who are
already in’the semce. 3 :

In Calcu several» hund-

it that ‘the vaulis' .
of - the “cash -department eouldl‘

HEreportltself was sul»
,Sepbemberlastby . committee,
"+ hut_the® goverament took ‘as many
-“as five months even to puhlish ‘it.

resentiient . among . the - workers

who' arg " ‘now planning - further .

action. It was.as. a result of the
- ‘threat of a. statewide - strike - early
last ‘year that the government ap-

pointed a. committee’ to. go ‘into .

‘ichsn
‘mitted ‘to the" tghovemment in'. ged.

.. It has: only caused oonsiderable :

- the fraudulent mdioes

ilities - and.’ speedy’ con-:
firmation . of temporary and’
. +; down strike from 9.50:AM'to

about .:.'11'20 AM. The' strike  'was_in’

¥ 1,500 : employees _ of - the "

‘longing 'to’ Class. I, IIf ‘and IV

BBEA and the RBWU

“two ¥
that the strike was ‘2 complete

i suceess: b '
- parhcrpated ‘in the achon very
: enthusiashcally : E

the ‘even- .

g
‘& ‘was addressed by -several lead-'
- o of thg}e RBI employees; and

ts .
trade . umions the - management’s " refusal. fe-

: cently to accept . the Associa- 8-
~tion’s right ' to. tepresent the

‘In: Bombay, about ' 8000'
I'he class IV -employees: were.

11 15 AM. snd the class I¥ and’
'completely successful

% red.. RBI ;-employees - be-

categories - observed 'a . pen-.

vesponse . to_the - call” of:: the.

A statement 1ssued by the
organisations~ later said

“and the
:One cause for the sinke was:

_a.lf The ;: manage-" 8.
§ T

staff to ‘form ;2 separate organi-
sation, ! bt :

: Reports from other " centres
also. show 'that  the: sinke was

<

» indices. .

;'-:_ the Jalpur and. Aimer series” of

.- recommendations of the - 'pay
~,comm1ttee unless the anoma- -
" lfes and" ibconsistencles poin-
. ted out ‘by. the_.
* were: removed. -
‘Observance “of “no work"_-,

is 4 form. of mass action by

Assam . who have: used .t
form-on. & number of occa-

-~ ployees -turn up for ‘duty

' regpeétive’ places  of work
wrthont doing any work.

ready: observed a protest day

3:till- their: grievances: are

Association'

the: government employeos of -

7/ and remain present in ‘their

"/ *THe Association * “hasalet
" tions of employees: express-’

on.February.22; when. . the:...
members of the assodation-‘ :

‘MARCH 7, 1965

From M BHATTACHARYA

The Assam Secretanat Serv1ce Associatron ] has
" decided to_ observe continuous: “no ‘work?”. from March

; ‘tedressed. Their: grievances
;. are’ against’ anomalies, ‘inconsistencies and impractical

‘recommendations - of: the. pay. commlttee, whxch were .

accepted by the: government : ,
g ? HEY have . also resolved
firmly not-to- aceept the'

wore demand badges and‘
~held & mass. rally at the end .
) by the em 1

. The employees of the state . y it oyees

of ‘the “office’ “hours.”
'government had been agitat-

ing: for the appointment of a:
. pay committee for g long time,

A pay committee was _appo-
‘inted . shortly after
genersal elections, -.

But before = the committee

" got down to its business the’
‘sions in the past: the em=. horder flare-up brought in'the
“'national emergency when the

work of the  committee was.

kept .in" abeyance. " ."

- 'Fowards_ the. close oi' 1963
the employees ‘began - fo

.. agitate: again. when. the pay

| .committee ' resumed ' its

work, Whenthe recommen-
‘'dations of the pay commit-
. tee were ‘reported . unoffi-
" cially 'in_the press all sec-

ed-their: resentment . agamst
‘these’ recommendations.

" committee, -

e

K coneession
the last:

The": commxttee, headed by

. M. -V. Mathur, head of the' De--
. partment. - of .-Economics in - the -
i ,Ra]astlmn Umversrty, :
. to ‘give" its  recommendations. ‘on . -
\hoth the: corection of the' consu-’
" mer' " price- . “indices’ and " linking
th.h these :

‘dearness - allowances

eawar g ndex 8

- Revised

Tha committee found that

-indices - were

Beawar there was “-need - for
-correcﬂon - that too . in’ fespect
-.of .of y house .. rent and
. from March 1964; that- is after

L ithe coﬂmﬁuee’was set-upl™.
o taldngahigher‘
. rate”of house.. rent;. the ' Beawar
consumer price’ index st he

: Th .-maln point "of the em- :
ployees was that the pay. com=
 mittee lgnored the basic issue .
-of linking .pay scales tc the

"actual’.cost’ of living,

With " slight. . modiﬂcations’

-the government accepted the
recommendations of .the . ‘pay
The . government
decision-was greeted by -fresh
_demonstrations, .
observance of “no work days

Fureﬁaer

‘The government “then; ‘de-
‘cided to hold a special session

“of the Assembly. to obtain- ‘the. ¥
‘opinion, of the MLAs on_ the
issue. Almost all sections of

‘the ‘House " expressed: the opi-

: ‘nion .that Was: very ecritical of -

the recommendations - ‘of ‘the

pay committee ‘headed:by the

I«_‘inance Minister . himself -

} ‘Faced -with' a’ critical
- House, the’ Finance Mmistcr

‘“announced-a further modi-

““‘fication of the pay commit-

. tee recommendations, with'

... a slight general rise in the
- pay scaleg of: the: ‘employees
in the lower rung- One of
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hag’ sought °

reoision. ‘Only-in ~the case of

that -

" tralisation. -
. of "84 Paise ‘per point:bes already

including -

. ernment
[tioned in the districts, has-

From OUR CORRESPONDENT

]AII’UR The much-awalted report of the Mathur :
"comnnttee, which- went-into-the- consumez- pnoe,mdrots:i
- ‘in Rajasthan has at last been: pubhshed but it has not’
_'.satxsﬁed the workers in -any way -

When worked out the
higher - rate of *‘bouse " rent has

,ifectedathree-pomtrisemthe»
fridex.’ :

The textxle workers of the stato

.given ."dearness " allowance’ on. .

the basis “of :the Beawar- index. at

tho rate of . 34 Paise. .per - point -

fall “or rise-in . the  index: numbers.
So, when - the Mathur  com-~
mittee -~ report. {s; fmplemented,
the. textile workers :in ‘the ‘state
. “can -clatm one rupee .G

month more, and that too from

March 1964. This, it need not
“be -said, is too: {nltryariseto
' satisfy . any worl
“The. report also said . that in

industries - "covered . by. . wagé
boards - the . resent’ “system of
linking ' can continued. This-

recommendation  will eertainly " be
<" resisted” by ‘the

workers - in the
state.”
The. texhle mdustry s covered

by a  wage, board. "By a private -

agreement. with the INTUC,  the
managements . have imposed _cer-
tain -conditions . on” the ‘workers,

“one ‘of them being that there will
be only 70 per cent néutralisa-
. tion.. ‘This. has been done on the
plea-. of implémenting - the wage
,board decision. ‘

.The Mathur commlttee

"Moreover,

been ‘challeriged. by the workers
‘insuficieqt. -

as.
"The te

 the. common critioisms aga-"

: inst the pay committes re-
" commendations was that it
was biased in favour of the
higher ‘salary ‘gromp.

The modified pay scales also.
: tailed to satisfy the -emplo-
“yees. And these ‘modified pay = mil
~seales have not- yet been im-

plemented.

The employees maintain

that the price index has been :
. steadily rising," negaiing. the -

little monetary benefit -assur-
ed by the revised pay scales.
Consequently an agitatlon has

“been growing among the gov-

ernment ‘employees.
_The - ‘All-Assam Ministe-

" ‘tial Officers Association, e~ -

presenting. the state  ‘gove
employees sta-

““also threatened 1mass - pro~-

i test action against. the re-l'

< vised ‘pay secales.

It is thus becoming evident»

that unless . the government
_would agree to link-the pay,
" seales with the actual cost of

living ‘it -would ‘not. be:: able

_to pacify the employees. who
. are smarting under the im-
‘pact . of the ever-mounting;
prices of all essential commo- -

dities,

. notified
.back.as 1959. Their revislon
:is for overdue.. Actually a revis.
ing {s: in° existence
and it has
Minimum
" Board,. to the government.” The
“mintmum: it " has: - rect
_ i Rs. 60inplaceofthee¢{st«
“ing Rs. 45

‘silent” -

itself-'
has favoured = 100" per cent meu-
-the figure

e: wage board's awardg

" despite - its - welcome.

'minimumr -wage
'theso especls of the Mathur com-

wes to exprre ‘on, February L
i “Now --what . will happen to the”
textile workers is a big. question.

And  textile ind is the. big-
gestmdustrymntlsit;ystate '8

“The. Mathur . committee ~ has -
also recommended - 100 per cent -
. neutralisation of . the,
minimum' wage.. -

statutary

Minimum’ wages ‘have been
d . in the - state - as - far

committee
{ts re-

- Wages . Advisory .

The state - government s shll
on - - this
despite the fact that, Chief Minis-
ter * Sukhadia  had‘ promised -to
notify and ‘implement : " these as’

“soon as the recommendations

were received. -

This delay by the: govemment
shows that thers 'is some - under-
hand move to scuttle the. recom-
mendations - or 4t least” delay- their
‘notification so’ that they ' do' not
get into the  -calculation of ‘the-
‘linking of ‘the same as: recom-
mended. by .the* Mathur ‘coms
mittee. .

‘of the ~‘new . recommendations:

has’ assurmed_serious {mportance.
. The Mathur committee has left .

the question: of linking to- be
worked  out for' each. -industry
-on ‘the. basi.r of its paylng
capacity. .

Imense '
@eeiings

'I‘hese aspects of the*

stand that
the: minimem waga should - be
fally neutralised, | have - caused

- intense disappomtmcnt ainong tho
. ‘workers, " -

‘The " labour organisahons have

‘ already come out with statements
“of -protest. Even the INTUC has

denounced.  this ~‘situation  and
called -for-.a demonstration on
February’ 25 before the-Assembly..

Rajasthan TuC président
Swami' -~ Kumaranand ‘has in a~ " -

statement . condemned the  govern-.
ment. foryits failure to_notify’ the -
‘and- criticised

‘He hrae!pc called  for observing

‘. February 27 ' as” demands. -day.
The _state government has called .. - :

a meeting of the Labour Advisory
Board to.disciiss this question. on

.February 28. ] g
- At a’ foint meeting of all et
trade “unfons of Jaipur held. in .

the. office’ of the,,Raiastban
TUC,. .the Mathur - committée
~ report was " discussed.' Members
of ‘executive committees of all .
unions. nmnbeﬁng 150 were pre-
sent.

. The meehng unammously de- -
cided to observe: February. 27 as

Demands Day. It also, decided. to
march ‘to ‘the Assembly on” March

5, the day following “the- presen-

tation of the budget. "
Things are thus on_the moverin”
the labour: feld and a' big up-

- surge of the -workers is-on  the
‘_agenda m the

state.- Siens " of”
activity -+ are already visible all .
round, and. March“may tumn out -
to ‘bethe month- when -the situa-
tion may work up . to-a statewrde
this quesﬂon :

PAGE srrvm

- forwarded .-
, okayed by the

recommendation’ .

The questton of enforcement Lo




T — RGP I ARANMERE T I BIENES

Aosereﬁﬁeﬁ} :s'pese Seys

Ta

":,stmcted ata .ws't less than

R ) é;efe Pemﬂes Umse
e il -t toFight Calcutta |
@omm éieessons

" Cand. o};r%;dmg for the compound- S . l L ! Fl’om AIOY DASGUPTA
‘ F
ing. e tax: on' passenger ‘fares - f ALCUTTA: "

s

medsttes for the - ireventmg .of

opera-

- and‘ tightening  the ; existing. provi-. Seven totally dlsruptmg the

‘sions . regardm the yebate in tax Pro'gresgive Political' tion ‘of suction pipes at noon.
-:far..periods. f for wlnch vehxcles are .
: ‘ ‘parties — Communist  The. ‘breakdown was ng

e 5 TR ; VParty “of: Indla, Tival: Com- - -accident. For years the Hoogly - ‘
] R e S
Rs. yi 174 ‘crores which’ is ot suﬁ?- N ‘ -.tlonaf)’ Socialist - Party, “tion - of. extendmg the suction’

, cient even to inéet the demand' H .  .i.Revolutionary Communist  pipes far "into the river was T B MY B & e 1

’éhaz profposed 1:ilcreaseit 11(1i t;egls- "of “five-rupée ‘rise: mdthe dearness ~ H Party, Matxist - Forward bEfore—the. ‘Corporation.” - - . s : : S R s i
on’ fees and export duty om jgllowarice. to :low-paid empl L : , . _ : Lo _ L

- poppy_ husk would fetch a reve- ;gwpe:monzmowﬂp ot ooyees : : Bloc, Workers Party and  But nothing has been done.
nue of - anothet Bs. four lakhs S S lln . Bolshevik™ *Party, have- The befles of the Palth

tis interesting. to note inthis J} © ) !
context that the. state government: H . % come together and formed E“umg Station : are nealy -
-+ . % a. United Citizens’ Com-

. séme . support ié the tax onad-
vertisements. “shown “in ‘cifiema”
halls. But it is- hardly expected to’ -
yield a-revenue of Rs. four lakhs. '

“at’ a “tim. when': the govemment
is ‘granting. additional_ facilities  to
entrepreneurs, . . would., deﬁmtely
hit ‘rapid- thidustrialisation ~-of the
“state: and hamper mdustnal’ pro-
;duchon :

ok BHOPAL~ »;I‘he Madhya Pradesh: budget for 1965 66
- reﬂects ‘the’ “half; -penny ; profit, approach” of the _state:
govemment for- raising - adchtronal “revenue’ fo- meet 1ts

o :Plan commmnents and to partly cover. the deﬁat‘ :
The ‘move to levy these char-
-ges- along ‘with ‘operation- fe¢ has -

evoked strong resentment :from
Several : MLAs - con-

_NEW DELHI: E. L. Wheelwright, a noted Aus- | rial competence, marketmg'
technlques ete.

“tralian economist, has strongly advised: against direct -

? ‘HE govemment has" not hE :
ed the non-tax ‘sources like
the forests and state-trading ‘nor
touched ' the - bulging- -pockets of _all .quarters.’

The rise/of entertamment duty
to, 40 per cent has been resented

by.. people.” The - -present. top: slab Among the three—tzer pfopo-»

" big agriculturists, -big urban pro- sider it poor recompense for the .of 33.3 per cent is'perhaps high- sals en 458d in the budget for has béen able: to- hardly raise: Rs, undred . years old - and only foreign ﬂnVGStment in the country’s’ economy, Te- . nthout belng involved “in
and ‘business mag- difficulties -that -would: be “caused “est_.in . the ‘country | and there.is’ «rdising @ itional resources,; one.. 30.12 crores: -by. way- of “additional mlttee to ‘contest the com- gi:"’:h'ée kept:in a n:;iium ports IPA. T T the high costs and other dis~ - -.
ol -advantages -of - direct foreign ..

rty-owners . : )
tes. who have really reaped the to the | people who ' have a right rehension that: ‘sitch “rise- wou]d “is the toll-tax ‘on_bridges built  fayation  till now although it -h d . Corporahon - )
oo relopent i ata cost of Rs.five lakhs. or i F erores & ing-elections to: the Cal* ties are carrying on with them. % JHEELWRIGHT was in- e has recommended, ofr ‘investment” India, he -has

‘per cent. of .the beds in: general

* charge of rupees two per bed per

The proposal to oonveﬁ 50

wards attached to . district hospx-
tals and . medicdl colleges " into
paying beds and ‘the levy of a-

in general and MLAs -in : parti-

levies “that -the ' state: government
may  reconsider the proposals and
even drop - them, in’ course

day _-even -on persons .whose
debate on the budget.

monthly income ‘exceeds - Rs. 500;
is. being ‘widely criticised as being

against the ooncept of a wel.fare

\Other controversial proposals

. " The. se‘nhments‘ of the. people\

cular are so worked up ‘onthese -

emomnddm ﬁo @same

of cb'nstruction

and delays the T72-inch- pipe-

line . to-.carry 'water..from: Palta

filtering station to Tallah over-
head - tank;: was opened = with

“fanfaré, with Congress  Boss,
Atulya: Ghosh performmg the

openmg ceremony.,

was* _first. introduced. in  the
 Chlcutta Corporation, and un-
.interruptedly ~ since = indepen-
dence; the Corporation bas be:
.come over the years a symbol
..of cormptmn and inefficiency.

A glanng mstance of this
cduld be seen & few days ago

- which put the cxtxzens to great . But the irany is that there.

;securing of the equity will
- constitute ' “a drain on the
foreign exchange”" resources
of India L

Ames!eaﬁ

lemands

o “Given ‘the world conditlons

- of assets - and compensatxo

- of profits, according to ‘h

The Ionger thls is, delay
the greater. will be- the: valu

and the.greater the revisio
1m

some:” reason outnght natlo

ofits ‘of the devel ment plans to. expect free medical treatment. ect . revenue . and cause a agreed’, to.raise - Rs.: 48 ‘crores at ) 8
Pr 5 P he ‘Many. of the MLAs described this dxmxmshmg retum L s mare. per. :bridge. . Excepting . the timé of .the finalisatiori ‘of the [} cutta COI‘POIBUOH-‘ j N vited by the Planning the” -other . hand, that‘ pointed out, would have to -

) It chose _to tax the. common nroposal as “inhuman? | and it is : .- few culverts, . thete would.. 'be  Rs. 300 crores Third Plan forthe Y~ = - . : ; Even elecmmt}’ i not, in § " Commission to. make a study. - “serious, atfentlon .should . find her own way of doin

T people while claiming that-“the” contraposed * to - the - facilities of ..'The only new mx whxch has . few bridges in the state con- _state. (IPA) B = The UCC: has’ already - use for this essential work. § . of our planning and economic . be paid to. the guestion of “tni ¥ g :

... items . for  raising . resources free medical h'eatment al]owed to . o . o S selected: candidates for 175 out The settling “tanks are full .of 3. . policies. on the eve.of-formu-:: -nationalising.those- foreign - is. . SR
have been carefully thought vmm.\sters ‘ : . i : of 100 wards ‘and .published silt. A scheme: to: desilt it and '§ latlng the Fourth pfan N inivestments - which ‘have a " He suggested that the Rus- ' ’
out so lthat the bare fw%é the first list. to build - bricks "~ out of that . high rate’ of profit and ‘do  sian practice of aid.would be
ties of life were not- . affe @ee““gs - was formulated some: time ago: “In a Note to the Planning - ‘not contribute °- anything - the most suitable and’- also

. m?fl ﬂlg comm man “""eces‘ 'f R‘m ?y tfhihcongr;ss Part}’- ‘But that .too IS not m opera- ‘Commjsslon, he ‘has warned much .in’ the way of ne referred to the Chinese and -
. sarily hit.” R@used ' 1?;23moswh:n eI:cuz: Se]efnme‘:]‘i Hons+ : “that the inflow of foreign . techniques, such. the:Japanese method of domg
i , After 'ye".irs . "investment in the form of . plantations”. the:job. :

To meet the Jomands on.
foreign excha.ng‘ that -the
method suggested by him
would . involve, Wheelwright -
has advmed that long term

“ government - to mature at -
not less.than 10 years from

"7 vloans at a fixed rate of in-- -
... i terest, gmaranteeg hy the
He . has suggested that if for':

: state, the budg f

) . flrllgxsa eg1 cx:men:/‘&u s;gde:s a;ex 3; : hardshlp N ) zsl n;;t wg:ime"l; *wa:ler su’p- . 1 political instabliit alisation is not’desired *soin ‘the borrowing: date, should: -

i - ... --.plyfor “this: big * diameter : of genera -political instabiiity, = method of fréezing the fore: : o

L @?aeeﬂcau ?,gseht‘:el fﬁ? e‘livectne t:tsng?xt}gm:z S ~ . tOln Ftlalbruary f7 tthherec a‘lvastta " pipe. An%o even the Corpo--§ . especti;ally in. Asia, the fore.gn ign’equity.at its mgn-rem; level: De a.rranged ' .

P B - L k " & .total collapse of the cutta .. ration authorities cannot say investor will want to have his 15 essentlal" g e RN Th i SR
. . Iiﬁieumes power *“used- for - industrial *pur By OUR STAFF CORRESPQNDENT _omy, ﬂle memorandum de- * Corporations _ potablé” = water ' - when they will be able 16 $ - capital returned by way.of - Y tied ‘fffa,f’;‘;fa;h:,‘l‘édpfe?suﬁg .. . 1

profits within five years”, says'
Wheelwnght

filter sufficient water to send
it ‘under-“sufficient pressure.
. -through the -72-inch pipe :

) Wheelwrlght has adv1
that “the best .interests”o
India would be served'b

- attempting to obtam mdus-

ould be appiled on western'
vernments to secure tkem
the alternative being greater
reliance. on socialist coun-, o

- clares” that Delhi’s - claimg i
*, for Urdu . getting such a - - 1,

poses from 80 paxse to one rupee
status is. overwhelming R

per unit supply- c‘iyst:em :and taps in the:

& ity ‘su dean went - dry -after -
-4-30 -pm: The volume of- -sup

‘ ’ ) } b, : Besides efeatmg further diffi-
ly that had beem :progressive-

*culties for the people who are
- alread facing “shortage .of beds

NEW DELHI A deputatlon headed by Jamnadas'
Alchtar met Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri on

ise. in. sales- tax’ on . :
s He thinks that Americans

i spitals, . - this _proposal diesel . oil ‘would -take traﬂSPm'f "February 23 on behalf of the all-party - Secondary: = 8- ly detenoratmg entirely stop- Though : - supply . has been‘_ in £ T ; ok
: _.:;ould” caa;se : alll:;tﬁinmm:i’z zunzﬂ iﬂ:faﬁginm 00;;”3? P“'gi ‘Language Committee for Delhi seeking recogmtmn an'ﬁhe ﬁ&iﬁrduﬁg;n;é i ped -as the “water level -at resumedg the’ %ggnhty is- even’ :erl::rlxls?siﬁhlggs ’ihe%reiiﬁ ’sré- tml techmques’ manage- : mes he has sam T
paiﬁadury fiis ?t ub;guld zg i Y duty —’Mb’yﬂthe ~for Urdu as the secondary language for Delhi: - /Committee,” whilé . accepting - ﬁ:}&v settg::ng é:nnlgc wexllt d{ovg; :;:lss (t:han us:al and ai , y::t‘ cure g distributed profit net . ' .
B : > er -leve & .Corporation is unable to - C
Ny cult ‘in practice’ _for_the . poor central ‘ government. - : ? HE deputation presented that the- num.ber of Urdu ‘dai- g:;dfais aélzaﬁ%%ra;na?g oﬁ_ - eight incbes:.: The crisis was . say. wlrlpen it. would*be in.a girthuﬁfnf’ bout" 20 per cent . PN -
’ \ - -to_escape this. " burden, parti- o6 ctnclty duty a ~memorandum te the les;: " weekles; ’fortmghtlies ‘miands gf‘:’ g "Ur du’ gre gion al i further . deepened by -.the .,1 posuion -t ensme'*'nprmﬂ Sup_” I 5 S : 1
o . cularly in emergency cases. " The ‘increase in Prime Minister which . says monthlies and other berlodi-‘ hts In l;' lh s E __~water level in, the Hoogly 'ver ply (T ] e : o f
ot I ' o SRR . that Delhi for hundreds of ‘ecals printed and published in ., | “g fs.1n Delht; B i . > e
- ' . sensasescascses . enensesosaseens g::glsehagfbe%le %ﬁrﬁ Ofr,atgg :Delhi i flar greater than that ** nop: onla be dectared 2 7| mittee - with~ - retrospective ' y
: S & i e h u of all ot er langua.ge papers.:g bilingual stateso’that Urdu * efféct fromi April 1, 1961. - -
' Statement about ownersmp e !Bamculm o e & ggasgg bt thzs Goesgn:re::zug; ; " may enjoy its' due’ status with - Lo :
e first xssue every year Y. Drawxng nttentlon to the sther: languages in accordance i * Dearness allowance on par \

paper (NEW AGE) to be published in’

India ‘in the “‘statement on " with the Central govérn-

after last day of Feb’“afy fact that in Andhia- Urdu - with the statement issued by

"~ ment rates.

S : Urdu lan da Jan R oo : ‘ '
o A o - o .",14’ 1958 guage ted uary has been granted its region- - the. Government of India. on A : - ) .
I T ." FORM IV DR 1 - ‘al status’on a-margin of 7.7 -January 14; 1958, ~days  the - L N4e ) g gg@ @ Auotmenﬁ of developed :
S N C : (See Rule 8) . . te.m;:; state%ent had org.._ . :per cent of the population. T memorandum. Eine S : ) . atd. = HL g ‘V‘ 1and. .and . interest-fll:ee AUS’I‘RALIAN gconomxsb 64it .was as much asRs 98
: - : . e rated that Urda was ofi- . . ..~ - . o T - PR T v . loan for.: construction . of E. L. Wheelwright :has - ‘cfores. | e
cially and —constitutionally . Lt ) A : o - From K GOPALAN hoises, - . +. 8 advised the Government ot’ T . :
T — ST : : _qu much “will it be’ CoLE

India against allowing any:
foreign private investments
because they would-be & big
drain on the foreign ex--

1. Place “of Publicatioxi

*.

recognised * ds one oOf our womemm
' fourteen national - ‘languags
" and:that the various provi- )
. sions that apply ~to these

NEw DELHI

. - this" year? . Already, in’
the first. six months of the
-current financial year, that

. Instead of giving any as-
surance to the delegation,
the Chief Minister -=sked

'PATNA: The struggle of the non-gazetted em-' .
ployees of the Bihar government entered a new phase.

2. Penodxmty of its puhhcatlon WEEKLY

[

3. Printer’s Name -. D. P SINHA . languages: " also apply to TEE with the wives and dependents of the employees en- . e elerati _ change resomrce of the ' is April iy
’ : vdn MM -delegation to - engage S -is-April to September 1964,

Nationality " INDIAN : S _U S S PR@GRA E - tering the field. o : © thair children-invsomego:-- cmmt 7. : S ge sggyments oocd a{ o

" AAAEESS  eveerenienseinens 7/4. ASAF ALI ROAD Th, : VER thousand omen . sat hi ’ d d- cupation in order to lesscn crores.. -‘ 3 B

: . Y memorandum recalls one wi sa yagrahis an ?Xben.vde - A et i

NEW DELHI the fact thot m 1908 the ot @E’ 'E'HE @ o ehilaren of the NGOS their support. the burden of-the famile: ;& e ‘:oggi,‘sﬁ';en‘i?,;;‘m‘;: \ ‘The Finance Minister § -

"observed ' ,a two-day - satya- has not given his esti-

Survey presented - to-Par- -

e ' L visorycommitteeoftheDelhi

: £ Publisber's Name -. D. P. SINHA ‘Administration had recognised - graha before the state legis-- -  Sundl Mukher;ee leader of - o ‘
! 5 Netonality - INDIAN ‘the position of Urdu el | C@MMUN EST PRRTY + ~ature on February. 16 and 17 the CEI group in ihe Assem- Ressmﬂm Lament a few days ago by Z“u‘;t,i,ft“y::f T o e
’ . L B 8 dem: of the bly, Mini ; :
' T © Address 7/4 ASAF ALI ROAD ' %isc,’sn %Leﬁnéu&gle) ozhlgigéigiogf g?nll;lloe;:es firdlmme al:.gfate' im- . (PySPs)m:gdm I;Zﬁ:nghldgl'ln%:ﬁ Threat Krishnamachari . gives - a ~indications it can very well
NEW DELHI . al Language Commly ittee of the @Eﬂ ENDEE plementation of the récom- MLA (SSP) addressed the ' r“gh idea. - - be around Rs, 120 crores. S
b mendations of the pay revi- " satyagrahis, | ’ Now the NGOs are making ‘ . The payments under L

In 1958-59 payments

! o PRI : T erstwhile . Legislative Assem-

$ 5. Editor's Name - : ~ ROMESH CHANDRA - bly of the’ Delhi state. - - preparations to intensify their

A delegatlon consrstmg struggle,

for investments {divi-

. sion comm;tbee royalty, technicdl knowhow ¢ - o

“Nationality INDIAN - : : N | gnsh e U C ] .
-  Addre . 6 TUMNA BHAVAN: Nehru’s T T (In En ) corefn The satyagraha = was -the ° of five women led by Kau- - dends paid on foreign pri- g:';::: 11)3231 dez;hse:e . Tl;:ie :
: : ess ASIEF NA BHAV : LT ~ s S | . . first of its kind'in that 8  salya’ Prasad met Chief A spokesman of the Non- £ vate investments) came to 5.~ thgew statgzrz h’; :

: - . NEW DELHI &SS“?Q“CG B N large number of women be- Minister- Sahay and submit- gazetted Employees’ Federa- ¢ Rs.'36.2 crores. This rose to . the. Ec?)n omic Surve Lhave
R - - : longing - to middle class tion told the NEW AGE that Rs. 47.3 crores in 1959-60. lumped al ¢ ogetheryun den

ted a memorandum

NGOs from all over the state
would take mass casual leave Payments
on March 23, 1965 as a protest @ Faym

against the governmeni’s re-

families “turned up to take
- up the cause of thelr hus-
bands .

When ‘the necommnda-. * Price: 30 Palse - lumped o : e
“'tions of the committee were - mise llaneo

.referred’ to - the .1ate Prime

in  1960-61
rose to- Rs. 61.9 crores;
further to Rs. 80.4 crores

The main | demands in the
.memorandum were:

% 6. Nomes and addresses of COMMUNIST PARTY oF
.individuals . who ‘own the. INDIA

Desplte ‘this stupendous

@ ‘newspaper_ and partners. or . .

: ' haria] hra - - 5 ; : -

tslllme olderserho g;xtlg Jmore ) “ mrog“m fettelrsNefor- » . Women satyagrahls squat- ¥ Supply of essential com- fusal to concede their de- £ in 1961-62.and still further gﬁzl:geon r?;su::er:lg';! :l}:e

u ;xi Oneta cent of the . . warded to him by Anj n - ted before the Assembly gate modities at subsidised . mands i te Rs. 941 erores in 1962-. country, the Finance Min-

. - § . fotalcapt ch . Taragqi-e-Urdu, Delhi; he Book your orders with _. for two days and raised slo- Tates to government - emplo- 1 equain.  § 0 . ister is still. bent .upon
. . I, D. P Smha, hereby declare that the parhculars gwen above -+ hag -categorically. assured, §j. . gar;fdsm support of the de- yees.. ! - ed aggemfr?:eeveneggb:rm%m; . throwing: open the doors,

are true to the best of my lcnowledge and behalf. . 11171 ix;g r&fl{ g:dtedwggltgbgg o PEOPLE’S PUBLISHING HOUSE -na. : g Immedjate implementa~  “step, the NGOs would submit ‘ tI];ast yea.r, li;ha(: is. Gl?n still’ wider ‘to’ 'forexgn pri- |
+1959 tha o . Leguslators belonging to all ¥ tion of the recommenda- resignations en masse on April e financial year.1963- . vate capltal _ i

Ram Jhansx Road New Delhl 1

v " % Date: 2821965 Signature of Publisher - 'D. r ‘SINHA given its rightful place. = |
o oo ) " The memorandum " also

sisosacoesocasecens s4s086283005000m 0051 draws attention ‘to’ the fact N
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opposltlon partles halled the 'tions of the~pay revision: com- 20, .the,sp_okesman'added. .
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CALCU'I'I‘A Secondary teachers of West Bengal
have ceased work from February 19 and. about 500 of
them including women are squatting on the road lead-
ing to the Raj Bhavan, braving sun and rain.

?HE much awaited decla<

b ration of the government. -

on the question of relief-. to
teachers came on Februdry 17
when the . Finance Minister
presented the state budget.
He proposed an additional
five rupees as dearness allow-

"ance to the primary teachers

to make q totaliof Rs. 10.

As far as the secondary
teachers werg concerned, his
proposal was' to make good

what was short to give them

a total of Rs. 10 as DA.

a huge procession of secon-
dary teachers was taken out
to the Raj Bhavan.

Near the eastern gates of
the Raj Bhavan, the demons-
trators were stopped - by the
police and the marathon squ-
atting began. The first batch
of 500 squatters were relieved
‘by a fresh batch on the even-
ing of February 20.

Though it rained heavily

on the night of February 20,

the teachers were not dis-

suaded from their determi-
to_cit__throngh A

and they have warned the
government that unless their
demands are met by March 31
they would resume their agi-
tation.

The issue of the t.eachers

demands and their squatting

before the Raj Bhavan . has
been raised several -times in
the West Bengal -Assembly

“and Council. Several times

opposition parties hedve walk-~
ed out in protest against the
government’s callous attitude.

Students
suppeort

On February 25 students
of 30 colleges in and around
the oity started a 24-hour
hangerstrike in support of

A 4 3y

@ffer '

' Unsat!sfactsry

This has not satisfieqd the
‘secondary feachers in the
least, for 70 per cent of
them already get 2 DA of Rs,

- 10, being in the pay range _

of Rs. 160 to Rs. 300,
‘It is this disappointment

.which has led the secon-.
dary teachers to start squat- ;

tlng on.the road. On March 18

shamiana ‘was put uwp, but
that certainly did not give
much protection to the
squatters,

~

spot for 24 hours from Febru~-
ary 17 .evening,

Their demand was Rs. 100
salary and Rs. 30 DA in place
of the present Rs. 70 salary
and Rs. five DA. '

‘The Flnance Minister’s an-
nouncement has not satisfied
the primary teachers either

constructed shamiana which teachers put up to protect them from rains

Earlier, the primary teach-’ i
ers had squatted on the same -

vikE

lead in this mntter was

given by the Students Fe-'

deration and the Democra-

tic Students Organisation.

India Press Agency adds: -

Secondary -teachers are de-
termined to continue the stru-
ggle- till their demands have
been met.

‘The ‘'venuée in Esplanade

‘East in the heart of Calcutta °

where the teachers squatted
day and night, in sun and
rain,. has become a ] pilxgrimage

spot where people are con-

-gregating to offer support and .

express sympathy for their

‘demands.

Secondary - teachers ‘have
demanded a dearness -allow-

‘ance of Rs. 30 and an extra

five fupees for every 10 point
rise in the cost of living, re-
vision of pay scales of teach-
ers as well as non-teaching

staff, appointment of a com-

mittee to go into the problem

of ‘improving the standard of

education,

Secondary . teachers  have

proposed that the outlay on -

education should amount to
10 per cent of the total Fourth
Plan outlay of the Centre and

20 per cent of the outlay in

the States.

A circular issued by the

s_strugele. Th Mrector of Public Instruction |

to. all school committees fur-
ther incensed the

were a number of angry ex-~
changes between
the opposition and the gov-
ernment in the Assembly. :
The ° circular . suggests
that police help should be
taken ~by .the managing
committees to keep the
schoals gomg despite the

strike and = threatens the .

committees that where

cease work was allowed to

" schools and colleges closed

‘teachers. ;
It was an issue on which there -

leaders of

bring about a real stopnage .

of teaching activity in the

"~ institation, governiment aid

would ‘be withdrawn,

Resentment has also been

expressed by teachers and
opposition leaders’ over the
governmeént’s decision to keep

till ‘the end of the month.
The excuse put forward by
the .authorities,
caused by the anti-Hindi agi-
tation,- was, it was stated,
completely untenab‘e since the
tension that had been caused

"by an incident on'February

11 had subsided.

The -government was, it was
‘alleged, : prolonging = the clo~
sure of schools. only to create
an awkward situation for the

" teachers and to avold facing -

-the teachers’ movement sgra-
-rely. -

Govemment spokesmen in
the Assembly have repeated-
ly eéxpressed sy‘mpa.thy for

thé -tension -

the demands of the teach-

. ers but pleaded their .inabi--
lity to do anything in view
of the financial difficultics
facing’ them. .

~ West Bengal had, it wes

. stated, already spent over Rs.

51 crores against the Third
Plan outlay of Rs. 36 crores
on education.

F@umh Nasa

Previsien

It- was further :stated - that
in the Fourth Plan the zov-

chers cotild- expect to beneﬁt.
from this, .

The Chief Minister's an-
nouncement about the . deci-
sion to appoint of commission

-of educationists consisting of

members from both sides of
the Leglslature to go into the

" ernment had provided Rs. 77
- crores for education and tea-

question of improving the
standard of education in the

.state as well as teachers’ emo-
luments has generally been

welcomed,”

This is the thu'd occasion
when secondary - teachers in
the state have had to resort
to. cease work to press’ their
demands. .

The first occas:on was in:
February 1954 when . they
-declared a cessation of work
and started their marathon
squat beforé the Raj Bha-
“van, The ' governmient on
that occasion arrested the

squatting teachers en masse .

in the middle of the night.

The second occasxon was in
1961.

On. both these occasions
they. succeeded in winning
concéssions from ‘the govern-
ment- even though at the zost
of tremendous , sacriﬁces on
their part. ¥

. ness

‘From RAMESH SINHA

LUCKNOW:

Teachers of higher secondary

" schéols in Uttar Pradesh have decided to' boycott
" the examinations conducted by the Board . of - High
School and Intermediate Examinations. These ‘exami:

‘nations are to begin from March 12.

?HE unhappy decision has
been forced on- the tea-
chers by the studied callous-
‘of the government .to
their demands and grievances
despite all non-agitational
means of mcussing them to

- Teachers - start thelr procession to Raj Bha.van from the Ochterlony Monument on February 19. The mammoth

From @UR C@RRESP@NBEN?

'BOMBAY: February 14
'saw about twelve thousand
secondary tedchers all over

Maharashtra observe a

token mass fast in support
of their. demands. .
N Bombay, .more than -2

Uthousand: teachers parﬁmpated
in the mass fast ~at the Shivaji

-darity were S. A.- Dange,

Park Maxdan.

A unique feature of the fast
by teachers jn Bombay was: that
leaders
came¢ forward to - express their

of all - political parhes_

support for the teachers” deman' ds -

and express solidarity.
those who visited thie

satya .-and  expressed

Com-

munist Pecty chmrman, Krishna-

soli- -

procession marked the begmmng of the direct action by West Bengal teachers

rao Dhuiup, posmon leader in
the state egls ature, Amul Desai
of the Congress, “Jan” Sangh MLC
Gawande, ~Tulsi Bora of the

'SSP. and Kapila: Khandwala, presi-
National ‘Federation

dent .of the
of Indian ,Women.

Dange said that educahon has-

dlso become in° the capitalist

“sociéty education has’ also become,

a means to make profit - end it

was the teachers’ - task to ' make - }

education the channel of know-

‘ledge and learning.’

the attention of the- govem-
ment.

Sometime back the- teachers
organised a silent processxon
in the state capital, = ..

On February -14 théy -
. again came to -Lucknow;
30 thousand of them march~
ed silently through the
streets,

After much pleading, Edu=
cation Minister Kailash Pra-
kash agreed to meet the tea-
chers and so they marched to
his house - in" .C. B Guptas

Moti mrg'hg'l

. cruel blow to the hopes of the

teachers. : »
. The, government has
threatened disciplinary

. action -against teachers if
 they - boycotted - examina-
.tions; He- 'has _also’ sought
. help of retired’ teachers te
conduct ‘the examinatlons.

‘E‘eaehers’ R
Demands R

" These irresponslble postures
of . the- Education Minister
have ‘been criticised strongly
-in’ the state legislature, Oppo-
sition parties had walked out

several: times in protest aga~ .
inst the. government' atti~
* tude.

The _dema.nds of the teach-
ers are: enhancement of dear-
ness allowance ‘with a mini-
mum of ‘Rs. 50 as immediate

£ -M*"tment—ofza—pay -

Ministerial -

Sermoen . .
But the Minister'had no-

thing to offer them except.

gratuitous advice about their
duty to -the society and the
young generation, - .

commission to revise the pay
scales of prima.ry and secon-
daryteachers.._ o ..

It the boycott materlalises,
it is clear that the people
would stand ‘behind ‘the tea-~ -
chers despite the fact. that
the_ boycott would. dffect the -
educational career ' of their
sons and daughters; because
the demands of the siiffering .

The decision to boycott the« teachers ‘are most meagre and

exa.minatlons came after this

Just

Silent demonstration of higher secondnry teachers in Luck-

now on February 1s-

e




By I-IAJRAH BEGUM

Ever since ihe settmg

up of the Department of Socral

Secutity by the Government of India there has been

« considerable speculation ab
‘i? HE Department has been
set up under the Ministry of
Law and has two. ‘main aspects,

one being the general one of co- .

ordinating’ the work of social
. welfate and the -other  that of
"supervision and - implementation
. of social insurance, health,
- dge insurance and. such laws - as
‘the Beggars Act,” Suppression of.
Immoralg Traffic. Act, Children’s
Act, etc., together with the entire
problem of -unemployment and
training of workers:
It is with the first
namely . social  welfare,

aspecti
that

women’s organisations “are chiefly

concerned. 3
The Central Social
Board was set up in 1855 to- sur-
vey the needs and requirements
of
evaluate their projects; .
nate assistance -givén -to
and promote their  development

coordi-

by ' giving, . wherever . necessary,
financial assrstance
Gramts
Giver ~ . .~
During the past ten years the
central board has sanctioned

grants ~amounting to*a" total of
The -

Rs. five and a half | crores.
break-up of this total 1s, broadly,
as follows::

‘ on services -and “activities for
projects including Balwadis, craft
activities, matermty
social = education
medical aid for women.

Four.  hundred ~ such- dpro]ects
were organised till the end of the

Second Five Yéar Plan .dnd -then ‘_

handed over to- voluntary bodies.
Later, such Erc&]ects were confined
to, and worke

with, “the = Block, Development

Scheme under the name.of Wel- .
fare Extension Projects. The. total -
amount spent on this count was

_R51641a
@

welfare

on activities of - community
centres, creches, ante-
natal and = post-natal  clinics,
hobby clubs, recreational and
vocational centres and institutes
for the handicapped amounted to
Rs. 34.47 lakhs.
‘ (D) Holiday camps for chxldren
between 12-16 years of age
whose parents earn upto Rs. 200
. per’ month benefited .a total of
; 81,000 children. The - amount
spent was Rs. 20.36 lakhs.
Twenty-sxx night  shelters
built in different states at a
'cost of Rs. 5.26 lakhs.
' Tmmmg-cum-produdion units
in coir, silk spinning and
‘handloom- and other: such indus-

tries were to be set up. So far.

sanctioned -only
40 are - functioning providing
wages to. .1,200 women  and
handicapped persons. The = total
. amount spent is Rs.. 33.19 lakhs:

' () Two-year condensed courses
7 \were established to' enable’

out of 81 units

" - women with some schooling to
pass middle or  matriculation
examination. A total of seven

hundred and. twenty-two courses
were sanctioned. covering 16,500
~ women. The total amount spent
"was Rs. 205.15 lakhs.

old- |

- Welfare" :

social welfare organisations, °

them, -

Amount spent ‘in - mral areas-,

services, .
“and . geperal .

cooperationy .

Amount spent in urban areas -

out its work

This in
of the functioning of the Cen-
trad 'Social’ Welfare Board. On

_one_ ivhich did not fulﬁl the

brief - is the feport ’

the face of it, ¢ sensible and
practical scheme but “obvtously -

purpose for whwh it was start-
. ed, namely that of ameliorating
the hardships of the common
man_ and woman, * so that the
whole . project had to be re-
viewed and the Department of
Social Security set up.

What . then were the main
shortcomings of - the scheme’ and

what has the new Department to )

guard against?

First _and foremost, the plan
for " social welfare was not drawn
up- in consultation with those for

. dhtld

By KAPILA KHANDWALA -

- The questron of women’s educatlon is of vital sig-
nificance in the development-and progress of a nation.
Today, in the days of science and highly developed
technology in all fields of' life, education has a direct
bearing on the development and progress of national

economy and life. Education, therefore,"

should be

given its due importance and not be treated merely

as a social accomphshment for women.

been given equal rights with
.men not only to a good, vari-
ed, comprehensive
education but also to a suit-

‘able professional and  voca-

tional education . to enable

* them to contribute fully as,

home makers and full fledged’
citizens.

With the dawn of Indepen-. .
dence and thereafter = there -
has been considerable expan-
sion in primary and secon-.

N a free India women have °

general- .

i Educatronal opportumtres
have been opened at all
stages for girls and women,
the status of women has
. been raised, and many meore
fields of activities: have

been opened out for them..

after Independence,

In spite of this bold decla-
ration and the expansion so
far made, the overall picture
of the education of girls and
women in our country is still
véry disappointing and far

‘none between the central

. Bone
" obtained,
has petered out for want -of

- the

-41,56,742 girls
institutions at all 1evels when -

whom it- was, meant,
result that very often wrong, use-
less or -impractical schemes . were
taken up and the dropped. One_
such instance was the waste ‘on:
silk spinning. and weaving cepires
set up in rural areas without pro-
vision' of raw inaterial and a

- market for the. produce.
Second,  there was no coordi-

nation between the various - cen-
tral - ministries and " practically
and
state ministries. As a result there
was duplication, waste’ and often
a complete standstill of the pro-
ject as one ministry did not know
what the other requlred of it.

‘ Amoune

Unspene

“Another” example is” that of

'schemes for the backward classes
where, as the Evaluation Scheme.
projects
were initiated  which * far from-

remarked, ' very often,

removing “the barriers - actually

- accentuated them between mem-
" -bers for the:

backward - classes

and others..

The ~ functionaries - of
Social ‘Welfare Board have .a
totally wrong - attitude towards
voluntary . organisations ~ which
far from. being lookéd upon as
partners, in_the carrying out of
the entire scheme,
as ‘inferior’ and the giving of
grants .and aid fo whom - be:
comes a favour’.. . .

Not only that. The whole red-
tape -rigmarole
the authorities, ‘the machinery for
sanctioning; the conditions: - for
obtaining the aid etc. are so
cumbersome -and complicated -that

/it "is- indeed an arduous task- fof .
a small local. organisation

to get
any beénefit.  Very often, by ‘the
time the whole process has been
through™ and - the - grant
the original - initiative

timely aid.

This'is one of the reasons that
even the amounts allocated in
‘Five Year Plans for social

of 6-11 years in 1965. The im-
_balance and gulf between the
boys’ and girls’ education in °

the country is very drstress-
ing. -

“In there' were
in educational

1946-47

there were 13583,521 boys.
For every 100 boys there were
only 30 gu'ls in schools

Stow .
?r@gress

And m 1960-61 when the

. female population of India -
thad increased very greatly, '

‘the total number of girls in
‘all educational institutions
had risen to 1,42,59,047 and
‘that of boys to 3,37,03,720,
thus bringing - the riumber
of girls to 42 or 43 for every
100 boys. .

. with the:

.-the_

are -treated -

of - approaching -

Welfare, (Rs.‘four ‘crores - in the
First, 4.75 ‘crores- in the~ Second
_and Rs.: 28 ‘crores or - so in_‘the .
* Third ~Five-Year Plan) could not ;
_be fully utilised.

_ An examipation': of the propor« 2

‘tionate expenditure on - various
‘heads reveals other discrepancies.
Not only the total amount given
as’ grants—which . comes. to an
approximate of Rs. 55 lakh -
year is inadeqate in itself, but
of ‘this amount  the largest part—
Rs. 205.15 lakhs—has been’ spent
\.on running condensed courseg for
women—a relahvely easy scheme
to operate in the laiger - cities -

and towns,

The ‘amount spent’ on such an
‘essential project as - trainidg-cum-
production centres, for  which

. there is a:crying need both!in hte

rural and urban’ areas, received
a grant of only” Rs. 83.14 lakhs: .
With the use of this amount just

over a thousand women could
- become wage-earners
The prganisers of the Central

Social Welfare Bodrd stress again’
and = again’ that social _welfare
knows no restritions of class'and
creed and thst political consrdera~ :
tions, should jnot wergh in ‘the -
carrying out of the schéme. Yet a
glancé at the - agencres receiving
the bulk of the grants is sufficient

to show to what an extent the
principle is flouted. In the course

of the last ten years thefollow-
ing ofganisation have “received
grants from the- CS.WE.:

Bharat Sewak Samaj: Rs. 16 lalt_hs
All-India Warmen'’s Conference:
Rs. 15 lakhs -

Kasturba Gandhi Memonal Fund -
. 12 lakhs

Indxan Councrl for Chxld Wel-
fare:

Grameen Mahila Sanah Rs
lakhs

Not a single trade union or pea-
sant organisation’ ‘(the * Grameen
Mahila Sangh is an organisation
of rich farmers and former zamin- . -
dars)- has .either been consulted -
about the plan itself or entrusted = *
with the task of makmg good use
of the funds. .

If the new social security de-
partment has to make any. prog'res
in the field of social ‘welfare it .
will not only have to have a cor-
rect policy and a useful "scheme
but it must broaden out and em-
‘brace néwer strata of organisa-
tions "and “ make use of the ser- -
vices of a different category of
workers.

ll

group of 6-1’7 years is con- -
cerned: :
Age Girls -Boys
6-11 years- 40:4% 80.5% -
11-14 10.8% 34.3%
l4-17 -~ 4.2% 18.4%
:Moreover, the progress in
-girls’ education has  been

mostly confined to urban
areas. Generally - speaking,
practically all rural areas and

- - most-states in the North have

remained most packward,
In 1960-61 the total num-
ber. of literates in India were

'+ 34.5% of the male population

and only 13% of the women
population ‘of India. .

In these areas the percent—
age of girls even at the pri--
mary levels is extremely low
and .the progress painfully
slow. Besides, education . has
become prohibitive- for most
girls because - of high K fees
especially in schools managed
by ‘private: agencies.

. 10 lakhs - - S

¢

EGINNING 1910

-this. 'day symbolises: the’

from

» ,day ‘of  struggle for women’s

rights, world peace, democracy

:and-the ‘welfare: of childrén.
<’Millions "of women-the world"

-over: plédge ‘on this- day - to

struggle unitedly against hun-

-ger, misery, ﬂhteracy and.

- socral oppression. -

- The idea: that ‘in"a’ glven

-society women' whether - they:

ar houSewives “or. - working

. women-have “many ‘ common
..problems and they' have ' to

strugegle unitedly to build hap-

pler and harmonious. - homes.

-originated - in.'1908, when wo-

“men. employed in textile fac-

tories. in' New York went . on
strike demanding the. redue-:
tion of their working . hours.
from ten’ to eight. Many other
sections . "of working - women -

_-launched actions.in therr sup—

nort -

) Thls led to unity a.nd ‘cons=
L ciousness among™ women *to.
“fight for their rights
- . spheres of life..In 1909 women

in.-all.

of -several countries Izunched -
struggles for- voting rights and -

“the question of. women’s fran~
chise became an . jmportant -
) question m Amerlca .and- Eu-
.. TOpe:

A powerful movement of

© women grew up - demanding

fra.nchise, and eventually the

_from - ninetythree

March 8 today is celebrated as a'da of’womens
nghts pi e all the: ﬁve contments T '

e

ibattle was won . in- several’
:countries, .- In the. process: 6f
these’ struggles unity - was

forged among the .women . of.

-different, countries: and. :be-:

longing: to. different - sections

of society, and the strength:

of their joint actions was rea-
lised by’ them.

“Im 1910 a congress of socla—
list* women - was convened” at

Copenhagen (Denmark) and "
- confronting us today is to he'p

it was"decided" there ‘to .cele~

brate March 8 .as 4. day:of -
women’s rrghts - throughout

the world and to call: it the’
Internatlonal Women's Day

How popular thls day has-
tecome: since then’ was' wit-"

nessed. in. 1960 ‘when ' the fif-:
tieth anniversary of the-Day:
was :celebrated  in: the . same
city. ‘of Copenhagen. ‘Women
} countries
p'articlpated : ln : .that celebra-
tion. B

“Itis in this background that .
We ‘are. celebrating - March 8 .

in our country This* Hhas be-

come a day. when women .re- .

view the achievements : they

“have, made during ‘the previous
year - and - ‘resolve . to ~.work
harder - for- attalnlng ‘greater -
'improvements in ‘their: living
-condltions in- the coming year.

B Thev"' omen of- our ’ country
have also to take stock of

their successes and
during the last year and make

. new resolves on this occasion.
- Today the ‘problem.  of: rising
- prices -and"-the: non-availabi-

lity of .the:necessities of life
is'the most impottant problem.

-before ‘the women" of the en~
tire country. For the’ ‘solittion” -

of which. it .is essential  that .
Indian women and their’ orga-.

‘nisatlons WOork. unltedly.

The other-important ls=ue

evolve .a . correct. social ~ out-

»'Iook concermng ‘women -and
girls “working . outside  their

homes. We have’ to. strrve “for-

'facilities being - provrded to

workmg women so. that tl\r—y
can - conveniently ‘combine
their ‘regponsibilities:as work-
ers ‘with- those ‘as wives and:

" mothers. The biggest ‘need of*

our women in’this respect is:

_crechés ' and - kmdergartem

where _they. can leave their,
children when they go out to
work. :

Another lmportant requvre-
ment of women today is thotr

education, Even to be a good '

housewife and:a good mother,

‘it is essential * for a modem

woman to have more -know-
ledge than her. mother and.
grandmother. L

On-this Internatlonal Wo-

men’s. Day, the women of In-.
dla will also. take’ the oath

: * From Facing Pige .

to girls in some - classes Jof -
secondary - schools, (175000
girls benefited . in UP)

children of defence. personnel

.. and those killed or disabled
- have been also granted free-4

ships.’

"cellent technical ‘eduacation

“In’ our country some ex-

pro;ects have been ]aunch-

Ced. But very few
" have - benefited by it.

One of the main reasons of

this  exasperatingly. slow pro-
‘gress ‘in education is, that it -
has not been given', the jm-:-
portance. it should. be -given

by the authorities ‘and - - the
‘planners,

: Unfortunately in .the Plans

~no attention or endeavour has
been serlonsly made to. take
- country. -

womenv i

note of and remove the ap-
palling. backwardness in edu-
cation in general . and wo-
men’s education in particular.

.So. widespread backward-
ness.in education among the
millions of India, ' especially.

- among ‘the women, is serlous-

ly coming in the way of our

women’s: enlightened :partici-

pation in the economi¢ and
cultural development of ‘the

The parity of claims so far

as allotent of funds in the

Flans is.concerned with other
lmportant ‘sections of national
life like" industry, . irrigation
ete., has not at all been ack-
nowledged in any-of the three

. Plans and even in the Fourth
-Plan, it is. feared, 1t Wlll be

overlooked
There. 1s an mcrease in

... the  amount of. expeudrturev
- for education in successive
: Plans but the actual per-

.. centage allocation. in -the

* -total plan outlay in educa-

: "tion’ has 'been most unfor-
-“tunately less> and less. It
"~ was 7 per cent in the First

©o-Plan, 64 per cent . in the
- Se¢ond ‘and ‘is: only 5 per

; _".cent Jin’ the ‘Third,
On the contrary thxs perﬁ

© centage should have increas-
ved in. order to cope up with
. the rise in population and the
abnormally high: proportion :

of .school going children in

India.

At least 10 per’ cent of the"

Plan outlay must. be allotted

. and spent on education and a

{ailures

: are a.n absolute necesslty )
' Greater facilities - for ‘pro- .

with_the women of the entire
world to, work. resolutely -for
world peace, a.nd support the

pollcy of our government in

making bombs

‘ton (L'e. education . ‘upto 14 -
. end-- of.; the_r

years) by the
Fourth .Plan.”

This will bring all the girls

between . 6-14 -to . schools: dur- -
.. bay striucture and service con=

ing the mnext five years,

It must also bé made in-

_cumbent on all'states to spend °

20 per cent of their budgeted
expenditure . on

More schools must be open~
ed - especially - where none
exists and also open some spe-
cia] schools to be héld:-.at-
special ‘timings: to suit - girls
busy ln the home and outslde

Need Meore -
Faell!t_ies .

- Besides, secondary educa-
_“‘tion' should be made free
‘for children of families of
~thé income level: upto Rs.
1200 per year, ‘and’”in" case.
of girls the income. Ilevel of
families” may :»be Taised to

. Rs. 3000 per year  so.as to

create’'a natural incentive to . -
‘parents: to send: their dau- -

“education. .

‘qualifications and proficlency.

in service . will'
their

for teachers
also -help to improve .

The government ~ should
also ‘revise'and- improve the’

ditions including" security of
--'service for teachers’ profes-
‘sion and: follow.~ a nationally
uniform policy all over the
country.” . R

* *To"ensiire good education

e

. there ‘must be good suitable

buildings, furniture, teaching
aids, . appliances and - suitable
text “hooks, reference. books.
T and. chlldren s ellterature

‘national. foundation- ‘may_be.

set up-at.the centre with its

- units:in every state" for the
purpose S

The . government should S

AT

"not using atomic energy for ..

pubhsh regularly year after - .

- year, ‘statistics. of . girls, and

.+ -women .under. instruction ‘in-

ghter also ‘to schools for )

5 secondary educatron.

'Concesslons in fees; - free-’
- shipsand scholarships on &

‘more'liberal ‘basis should also

. be- provided* for. girls. Giving

0f midday meals and-provision
of creches -and ‘nurseries will
induce ‘girls a.nd - 'women to
attend: the schools regularl

There. should alsa be schools

- with' some -sort “of -agricultu-

ral-and industrial bias, Tite
racy -classes fdr . adult: wome :

", various-educational institu-
tlons and of women work-=
ing in‘.various ﬁelds sepas<
“ rately in’ their annual - re-
ports and. reviews to keep
the country ~correctly . in-

" formed of the progress .

aclneved from year: to year.

It will be seen that theé task
of- -women’s - education: is -
‘stupendous.and " the .- “educa~

;tening Rural and :backward -
“areas-pose.many problems and.

: dlfﬁ_culties

‘But . with an mtensiﬁed.

.serious, -vigorous ‘and planned

effort.and. by treating educa="
tion.of girls and -women: as a
major =speclal problem- on
-emergency . footing: till’ iparity

: tiona} ;and financial ‘require—:- .
‘ments for the purpose, frigh~

Demanstration P";leds for dary as well as higher and. from — sagistactory even: 18 . .
integrated ° child - ~welfare technical education, both for  years after Independence. +_ The following ﬁgures of the . However; - some --progress ' . ;
started . under the ~men and women. One of the -y D percentage of population of even in some baekward states i:rigm:ni a‘.rltle;(s);rlt-:goguotlo afa.z; gse;e :ll:lillyn:)gf ;{) nf;eear,::hé?c l?gg b:gg;e?s Egﬁhz‘ﬁ Iiilﬂ;y ;‘iﬂ: )

which . were -
Third Five Year Plan: and 310
Balwadis started for. chrldren upto

viding - adequate ‘and.” ‘even-
- special funds for the purpose,
“the. task’ ls not' so- difficult to

- must -be provided with imme-
‘effect,

all children. of 6-11-years’ of
age within"two ‘years ‘of the
Plan’ should be madé’to fulfil

boys and girls under instrue- -
tion at various. age levels in
1960-61 are very reveaiing as

has been-made ‘such : as in-
. Uttar Pradesh -and ‘Punjab,

We are far from attaining
the objective of free and com-

directive principles of the

Indian Constitution is to pro- diate -
a

‘rura] “and backward areas. -

.éspecially - in .

- NEWAGE. .= 7% L e

) 16 years . of age.’duf . ,vide free and compulsory edu-- pulsory primary education for . .where fme education: is gj_ven
- period, - accounted -cation for: all children upto- every child—much less for far as the gulf between boys. . .:: ‘.« . y
S peioc . the il 2 oars. -grrls—even R age. group and girly education in the age - o ,-k On. Facmg Page the dlrective of- the Oonstitu.. Facilities for refresher 00111'595 achleVe . g
e . . NN - NEW AGE T ' T : PAGE 'I'Hm'I'EEN -

- MARCH, 7, 1085




+

For an mdmdual example of the spint and morale of
" the- Liberation Front'fighters it is difficult to cite a more

: complete example than that of Le Binh..
Aslight, cheery youn| %lma.n in. Hons inside the main bmldmg

his .early . twenties,.

ly. frail to have accomp-:
hsgossxb hat he tdxd—‘hehw up . a

key Saigon army’ radio communi~
cations centre’ at Quan’ Trung, .in-
the Saxgon outskirts, | Iast ‘August.

" .+ Situated. dlmost alongsida the

“.main Saion agirport: andthe

. main -conimunications -
.centrs” for the avhole ‘of South
" Vietnam,. Quan Trung-was ‘ob- .
oiously “very Heavily guarded.

Setnng -out by nrdmary bus
- from: Saigon one evening, Le Binh
dropped  off at - an appropriate
point, dumped part of his clothes
and in peasent shirt and . shorts -

began. the difficalt. task of infil-: -

trating through -a' belt of - “strate-
ic hamlets” that surrounded the
ase.

Through B olts
of Mineﬂelds

Then he made “his way through
another belt of “minefields, -until
he managed to worm himself- in-
- side the actual residential area
for the  personnel of the Qua.n
Trung base. - :

“But from that .oln't on, he ‘had
to be well dressed. in nylon shirt,

- belted : pants, decent  shoes, etc.,

ih order to pass himself oE as
one of the inhabitants. :

"“I. crept  into one’ villa,” he
.related when* we ' met * evéral
" months later in ‘a rest area where
he was preparing : for his " next
“ exploit, and managed to get A .
:hmt and Pall of pants——but no

Iy ¢ looked sxlly ‘only half* dxess
ed, but fr‘osm another “villa - there .
were sounds of a party going oa.
- T crept: in througl? the iack en-’
trance, and . there—sure enough in
the = Vietnamese 'fashion—was -
whole row = of shoes, . the guests
having taken .them off before
entenng the main room.

*I had to clamber over a wall
to get there, but clambered back
Tiam quite respectably dressed.-"

en I was able to wander
around' where I wanted, checking
up on the. disposition of the
buildings, . locating the main

transmission centre, the height of
the foundations and the nature of
the obstacles to be negotxated.

T even managed to get into "the
main bar in order to study. the
thickness - of the walls and to
study the layout of the insballa

~

em‘WhenIhadﬁnishedth!awork.I

went back  to. the same. two flats,
Yeturned ‘at " first the - shoes: and
then-. the - shirt andpants and
made wy way out again.”

» Whenzaskedtfzhtmmmn"l

necessarily .
" “veplied : :“1" could never ‘
"thelocalpeopletoﬂﬁnkth'at

weuberaﬁonFrontﬁghmm :

thteow—and, n :
& wouldbaoebeen

b A clathes had been

" seported missing.”.

begged ta be itted
outtherestof etaskhrmself

and ‘asked . for . the nemary-

wexght of exploswes

_“After much dxscussxon it was‘]
agreed, he : said, “Normally “two
or more’ of us would have done.

such a job, but I knew how diffi-

" cult it ‘would . be for  more than
‘one-to carry out. the ‘task.”

He could not-use’ the route he'
“had taken before.-because’he: had .

to- camy ;the heavy pack’ of ‘ex-

. plosives and a  smalt eollapsxble

dder‘-

But he managed to get toa
certain ‘point - where ‘he contacted
two - underground " Liberation
Front cadres: who ‘worked in. the
ared. They guided him._through
the minefields an];l chtefk l;);‘nﬁ
up. to’ a -point ‘where
ngt help Erm il

With Pack .
ot Explosiwes

got to a cermln point
when I “knew it was ' impossible
to complete the job before dawn.

But it was‘too late dlso toretreat. °
In the end I-found. one . place to

hide the explosive. and - another

for myself and: decided to hide
all next day and. continue the job
at:night.”

So he hid and only after dark

fell next evening, “he ‘retrieved

the explosive and’ collapsxhle lad-
der and set- out again.

“I. had to.cross three- rows of
trenches . filled with, spikes - and

‘rows of barbed wire between the

trenches,” . he continied. -“I was
~weak- becanse I had not. éaten all
day ‘and beoguse the " explosive
charge was very heavy. -

‘I worked slowly—but
managed to get ugh: . two . of
the double rows, malung an extra

American man'nee are land{ng in South V{etnam :
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Herehrrqedtohxstmy’nmt.':'ls th last20'
else an covered. tho :

_sxve and fixed
. vice;" 1 arranged . an. -automatic.

any furt.her. F

tes.

eﬂnrt to cut my way throughnthe

vrow .of -barbed  wire.

I-eollapsed, I)usthadtorest.

- "Ibegantoanssacemeterya<
litthe . way. from the building. I e
very..
weak.. For-almost . twi hoursI.

started crawling, still foeling

crawled from * .tombstone: to
“'moving in_co-ordina-

e
: B it was’ use
'wasso ple moﬂaﬁlees
Khthe tuneIhad come to, the
tswerebusy somewhere

metres to the buxlding

the "precisely -correct place, .

“epdid this, placed the explo-"
E:e detonating de- =

“‘and-. another ' with: two

system
cahles that I could touch' off my- -,

self- in -case’ the automatrc device
did " not work. - :

" “But i’ that case, I m:ght have b}
to blow myself ‘up-as well. T.
-crawled back - across: the three
ditches, hiding the —ends: of the -
cables and . finding a place to
.hide’ myself ‘2z well, to - join'- the-
cables “in’ case . the automatrc

arrangement went. wrong. -

; “Itwas;ustgettin ghtwhen'. S
I found a suxtable hi g place in"-A trap is being latdfor the enemy by -the people of Sauth Vtetnam o

4 ﬁeld of tobaceo But at’ thatf

mopment 1" was challenged by a
puppet - guard: ‘Who- ud

ere’ are’ you going?’: he shout- »

ed; pemﬁnglnsgtmatme

“Isaxdlhvedmtheareaand'

had come to the flelds for early
moming toilet reasons. He asked

for - iden ‘and 1 said’
. they wereﬁ?n %Pi“m ‘But he was
t, and I was also, -

We ‘poth:-got- very - ~angry -and -

came- to, blows..: He was ‘much

stronger than me; and’ was begin-

ningoto overpower me when the
sive : went L

*We. were " hoth | blowu off ‘our -
'feet and bowled over in the field.
In ‘the confusion I, was able to
‘keep goo;nég and gotback to the -

The : commumcatrons cenh-e
with’its delicate electronic instru-
ments was very largely destroyed.

.The _'rest of his ~ escape was

_‘almost as’ dramatic as the story

the  attack . itself..

bluff and’ persuaswn he
mad!e his way back toSaigon to

" join the st of -his group  and

work . out plans for’ future activi-

“There, aro . dozéns of stich

. teams worklng in_Saigon under
" the. very - noses of the. secumy, :

orgzmlsaﬂom S
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: just as T
dmpped behiz:d‘n:ha tombstone,.
ights . eonoergedg.-

T found the ladder was too
‘short and ‘had to build: & small”
platform of stones to prop it up. }
so 1 could ‘place the explosive in.-

They were never detected "be-
cause they enjoy - camplete:

rotection - from s‘t‘E

-~posulatron, Erom their. own' hth'
kin whose mterests they-

It ‘must be something of a
for. the ' outside world

e normally pacific” Bud-

'dhistscontinuetoplaysucha

militant ‘rolé inSouth: Vietnam,

: " challenging the Saigon® puppets
ond " even - more  Op
'puppet masters as“well.

. Reports in in “the Western Press
... presenting” the " great - demonstra-
;-tions’ that ‘rock- Saigon from - time
to - time “ as’ “clashes’ between
- Catholics - and Buddnsts" axe : only_
axmed at covenng up the TEVO-

lutxonary and patnohc nature’ of
these struggles , .

It is-also true, however,v that
“each of the- Spigon " dictaters ‘from-
. Ngo Dlnh
tried to ‘whip. up clashes between
‘Buddhists and..‘Catholics; - to -try’
to create the myth ‘that religious
differences ' ‘are”” thé" root of all *
troublein” Salgon. » o

‘But’ ‘this does " not ‘work': any_~ .
more. *-Both ‘Catholics . ‘and Bud-
dhists “today:realise 'who are their
real * enemies—the US . interven-
tronists and their’ puppets )

vile -

Propaganda
The - Catholics. represent Jess
: than 20 per” cent -of ‘the popula-.
tion. in'South . Vietnam and ‘include
several hundreds of thousands of
refugees,. ‘mostly - peasants . and

fishermen, lured . south - from. the’
north ‘after - the Geneva' “apree-:

iem . onwards : ‘has

should - do - likewise, as ~ the

" infidels” - who” remained in - the.
“Communist, atheistic North”

ctomb

It sounds vexy prumhve, bt it
' worked among supersﬁuous fisher~.
. men, duﬁ? by ClA agents in
.pnests’ 0 S,

o’ Digh. Diem was 8 Catho-;
lic and he regarded the refugees

as; the most: stalwart: pillars of - his

'reglme ‘Landlords- and . their : sons.
~and: . other’ up -¢lass elements
‘office -inside the"."

got the plums
Diemist army and admi.mslrahnn

The Venerable Thich Thanh

Lien, one-af 'two ' high-ranking

bonze ‘- members, of - the. National =
Liberation - ‘Front, . _told " me: the -
~‘Buddhists 'could’. not: forget that

"the .US ‘had sup Diem"in
“his ‘persecution’ o Buddhzst
'commumty S \. B :

“On Diems personal orders,

- he ' said, ‘‘over-200 pagodas’ were.

destroyed and >over-, 8,000 Bud-
‘dhists~—most - rof t.hem bonzes

: arrested and tortured. o
“He "recalled ~ that xt was-the..

massacre of ‘Buddhists in - front of
the Hue: Pagoda, May 1963, that
started ‘the mass -movement which

ended in the dowafall  of  the

Diem regnne
“But there was htt]e 1m

thent “under the’ Nguyen : i
-.Huong :'regime,” “he " continued. .
““In’ the- first:. ten months-of Ngu-

yen :-Khanh’s' - rule, ' over- 100 .
- pagodas: were burned : and “more

‘than’ a - ‘hundred’ bonzes killed by

dnsembowelhng, many hundreds .
. more arrested" : g

Refernng to the Buddhist
demonstrahons ‘in Saxgog ﬂng

", patriotic’ bonze; a dignified”
.in"his brown'robes;. . -his ra

beads - 'slipping . tlirough

L'_ﬁngers as he- spoke, : ghad t.lus to,“_
ments; d?ze a most perfidious cam- 38y: “The Buddhist * religion - in
paign’ directed by . US. psychologi- -
cal warfare specm.hsts__P,sy gxk

The main pointof ‘the. cam-"
gaign wag.that-the Virgin Mary -

ad left -for South Vietnam with ..
‘the’ French: ' all’ the' “faithful”

our. country has a long tradition

. of . patriotism. “'We haye ., never, :
bowed down * to° foreign ~oppres~ . -
sors. At first it was ‘not clear to

our faithful * what was" the* real

role:of “the US ' interventionists. L
Now it 'is" clear to* everyone - frony . -
“the “highest dxgnltones down.

“The Amerxcans, he contmued o

.character; aimied :a

Amencans

. freedom, they “accuse the " Lihéra-

: C f “ being antr-rehgious,» :

. but ‘you:: may’ ask any: bonze or -
‘will-all' te :

would be wiped outbyUS"
ombs.

‘contr‘ ed terrrtory agamst p

: . The"Very Rev. Joseph Mane
Ho Hue Bo, .a. Catholic _priest,
also ‘a ' membér : of - the's, :

*. Central Committee conﬁrmed thxs :

* “Catholics ‘in large - numbers, “in-".
cluding .refugees from -the North,”
he told -me, - “have ]omed the :

".E'onts armed forces -

i chneehes- :
i Reseeeed

“VVlth the help of the Front,
. all’ bombed churches have been

© uilt where they were needed "

: What this patnohc pnest had
.- to 'say. about Cathohcs ]ommg the

He revealed that the main
Tattles - took.. place, :in -'what. the
“US: Press. in Saigon described as...
+the' “preatest ‘defeat ‘of -the. war”
: ’for the ‘puppet: troops, in an area

: entirely. populated by
. 'Cathohc refugees L

The local guerillas who played.-

“a mjor ‘role “were; vxrtually

" qCatholics, as' also ‘was a " large

. proportion of the regular. Libera- -.
" don Army unit’ taking :

IF

-‘i_?u"u

e

3

\

““\“ﬂll\l

iy

riore ‘and " more

the puppet regnm' and oushng the

.of ithe -Buddhist masses takin,
- part, “dlthough at’ higher Ieoe
motioes are mwced

.obviously be nameless “explained

that the - upper strata - of .the na-: -

put forward even “anti-Ameri- -
" slogans, Jraise: the:r‘-

tional bourgeoxsle ‘wanted to use
the, Buddhist ‘movement to end’ a "
‘series . of puppet . d1ctatorshrps ‘and ©
get-rid _of the | Americans, ' but

also- to. use ‘it agamst the Libera-

all _,tlon Front and 1ts mﬂuence._

“They want to mould it,” he

“"gaid, " “inte @ counter-revolu: .
.. “tionary " force *for .afterwards.” The, -

“There is no: doubt that the
movement ‘of Buddhxsts n Smgon

Americans-~sorie . _ of ¥ them .at
least—also :see. this " now.. and‘ aré -

Puppet dwtators come and puppet dzcta'!ors go, but the Pentagon :s'
a permanent .ﬁxture in Sotzth Vsetnam ; ’
: Jasn ok

SA-I-G'O

"‘_;.

. overthrowing,

‘These are - the: precise ‘aims’ " groups.. in‘"
‘to ' base “future - Anierican - policy,
. .exclusively: on. the Buddhlst move-: :
rment B SRR

“One authontahve‘ Buddlust :
dxgnatory who’ came out of Saigon *

“to:meet - 'me. and -who ‘must ;- .
" reactionary,” pro-Amncan “pers .

.‘m\\\lll

an ti-Communist
Front. " The :CIA; " hawever, -

thhin"iv itop
hlerarchy, there .are

sonalities, .~ whom | - the CIA
agents. .ericourage. these days to

- premge for afterwar

Puppees
‘cwmbie

And “afterwards" means after
,the inevitable . collapse of the '
: .puppet regzmes B

He went. on” to,_ stress: that. the

pro-American .~ elements .among
the: leadership were_.not numerous
and-that” ‘many ~ of * the' leaders

were' “devoted - patriots . who are

: plus the temtary in whzch they
could be conscripted and loss

“all- ", initiative - -in -« military
operations,' forced : the uUs-
Saigon commiand to ~ withdraw

““its forbes ‘Hnto -fred  positions;

‘to - ‘concentrate - them. . in big
,garrison units 1o control rather

than try fo- oecupy teﬁ‘itory

One of the a:ms seems to: have

been to brmg ‘every . wvillage. in’
of - ‘E Wh@
“artillery, stationed in these bxg

s Re!eased You’

: T heard inumefable” cases mf
“whick . ‘shidents . _and . others, ar-

* certain- provinces: within ‘range

posts at drstnct centres

In: My Tho provmce, south of
Salgon for instarnice,: most -of .the
villages  “are” in Front-controlled
territory, but single " one - is
within range. of 155 and <105 mm
artillery: pieces,. ‘which from " time

- to - time ‘open - up - with . ¢oncen-
trated ﬁre from several posts at
3 once.r- A

‘The ﬁrst salvo somebmes causes‘

. losses but after the first: shell ex-

- .plodes, everyone d1ves mto the
; shelters B

' “Afound Sasgon ttself, the war :

> gets hotter. eoer:], day; ‘the US-

“trying.to “es-

-Saigon comma
- “tablish ‘@ “steel " ring” “of big
‘posts to defend the city and its
“immediate. approaches  and to
“.push the Liberation ‘Front for-
" ces ot of - their- advanced ‘posi-
. tions—in- some ‘places  only - five

“or. sit- kilométres from the city

. outserts

 Used o
- ‘Gunﬁ re.

'I'he “Saigon mhabxtants ‘are

'.‘}now ‘used - to hearing . gunfire
' almost every miﬂas bzgittles rage
.- around. the . outs

“The nng of garnsons whxch are

bemg set up': average: ‘about ten

'~ miles from the city” outskirts.

e One regunent stanoned in Cxa-'
g Dmh—the : provmce that sur- -

NEW AGE

Maxwell Taylor' :
‘:\VOIﬂd like - to: get. the Buddhist .
jte " “with " ‘other

prepared for " - great” sacrifices to
end the evil brought . to- our land - -
by the US. mterventromsts

S Ine between my ‘two visits; the
war in South' Viétnam had vaed
_into 2 ’new phase

Heauy losses of‘ eﬂectiees .

“South V{etnamese peoples self- defence units ‘on o mareh wtth -
B camaﬂouge nwtenals L o

rounds Smgon——has each-of its
three * battalions® battled ‘up--'in
such posts. - They ‘are - encircled

by -guerillas - day’ and night;  the -
troops cannot move out, hut their «

,arhllery shells “can . and do

informants who came -out of
city to meet me, the. sttuatwn has
changed dramahcally .

handing ot . thexr 1obs

' rewards for “services rendered”.

‘those .. that helped mount
»t coup. - <

The pohce are. also consxder-'

abl - chastened - after’ grenade
attaclcs against those ‘who * were

- notorious as bullies or too zealous
,in * - tracking -, down - suspectedi
5 Front-mpporters e

rested . in: the- . frequent: stréet

 battles, were quietly released, the - .
" policeman saying: “Take a rote”
‘of my * name. -Remember " it was:
X who released yon.”

* The wife -of Huynh Tan Phat,

.the -Saigon - architect who is

secretary-general " of - the -Lihera- -
‘ion' Front. “and president’ “of its

- Saigon-Gia-Dinh “branch, was un:

accountably released  after . five
years in. pnson last ‘October.

She. had suffered _mgbtmare

tortures because “she was’ regard= - -

ed .as a “tough nut’—one: of a
group -of 41 women who. always
refused to salute’ the Repubhcs
flag or attend . the: pohhcal in-
doctnnatron courses. N

"The same pnson chief who
had  supervised . the toiture sean-

. ces, called her in. and; asshe_~

expressed it ~when I met her. a

_couple of months later, “had lots

of soft words about ~humanism
and the need ‘to reumte famﬂres
etc. i

“

He also was obo{ously casf-

_.ing an eye to the future which -
‘he, and most other-Saigon offi- : -

- cials with h{m, knows does not .

* rest with: any  of the.  regimes .

* thrown up. by - the vatious’
. .coups, but with.. the leerah’on
Front.- .. B

| The  taking g out of such e
"ance, POllCleS -for the future is -
beconnng very wrdespread

A ‘number of hxgh-ranhng )
. Army officers- have already -made

_ their. contacts .with the Front-—",- )
In Saxgon 1tself accord.mg to‘ : LU

on the same basrs

| How' and when' it: will ‘alk end .
are still the “most  difficult - - ques-

.. tions, and none  of the N.LJ¥.s-
The morale ‘of the admsms-'

.- tration. - and, " police force . has
gone “to pot, because. after

. every coup the new bosses start:

“ aryesting . those ‘who have :serv- .-

ed under the -previous one and R

‘political . or " military. leaders - with
‘whom I, spoke " would . commrt
themselves on: thrs - -

When I put thxs queshon to
one of the leaders of the ‘Marxist,
People s’ Revoluhonary Party—

‘whose mﬁuence is’ preponderant

in. military atfarrs—he replied as o

follows

“Every day thewarxs pro--

: longed means -more human : losses. "
But . _only... comparatively . few" .

‘Americang gre being Lilled—=it is
miainly Vxetnamese that suffer. -

gt Ameriéans are bemg kit
- ed;. yousg . people,’ workers, pro-
3 bably peasants hke us,

“It isnot. - the ‘millionaires -

' “iho. are “being - killed. - How

Aong: will :the - American " people”.,

- know. . It does ‘niot entirely de-

pend on _us how. long this war "
lasts. It depends a great deal :

. on.the. -enemy. .

" “The Vletnamese people _-are
profoundly -revolutionary, : ~we
.have Ffought for ’centuies, for

generatwns for our mdependence. E

"-#“As long as our aims _dre not

atuuned we ‘.shall - fight “on—. -

aiiother five or “ten or more’ years.

" We want" peace, everyone wants"-,_fi“ :

P‘?a‘-‘e' .
“Our people here in the Sout.'h )
have suffered -cruelly .in ‘over . 20°
years of war.. But peace - for us
as-a . specific .content.. It s in-
‘separable from .three other terms:
mdependence, demiocracy — the -
right ‘of the pecple themselves. to -
dictate. . t_helr own future—and .
neutralrty . :

“To oﬂ'er s~ péace, - but with- .,
“gut: the rest, -is-useless.. Only ‘with -

these other three. conditions’ fuil- -~
.’flléd can: there be real. peace.. *

" Qur aims are’ reasonable—but we . ’
want them in’ thenr entn-ety

“We wxll never: permit the Us
‘to- ‘attain’ by - ‘political trickery

what - they - ‘cannot attaxn on the -

battleﬁeld.”

o (C'oncluded) s
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put. up with thisP.” We . don’t ..
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the first time when the Ia
March 2 accompanied by
David. _ o
PPNHIS is the second time
-that a Czech Prime Min-
ister - visited . this . country.
- Villam Siroky, the former
Czeeh Prime Minister - came
“here in 1958 at the invitation
of Prime Minister Nehru. -
. Nehru himself visited Cze-
choslovakia for the first time
in 1938, ‘at ' the time when
Western = powers betrayed
Czechoslovakia and delivered
“her to the mercy ' of Nazl
Germany. His second visit was

of India. - .
The development of mutual
friendly relations between the
-~ Czechoslovak Socialist Repub-
. lic and Indian Republic .be-
-came extensive and rapid only
. after the Second World War
when -both " the nations lbe-
rated themselves from foreign
rule and took to the path of .
national reconstruction. -

‘The first visits of the Prime-

_ Ministers of both the nations-
in the post-independence. era
were preceded and - followed
by other statesmen, and va-

>~ rious political, economic and
cultural delegations, They

Vaciav David
ACLAV DAVID, Minister of-

'V Foreign' Affairs of the Cze-
choslovak Socialist Republic, was
' on September 23, 1910. He
graduated from the .Academy of
.~ Commerce. - After ' finishing his
" studies he” worked = in an engi-
neering plant in Prague. )
During the occupation, Vaclav
David ‘took  an -active part in

: illegal resistance _activities .and .in.
" the uprising of the. Prague people
against the Nazis. He was a

 ¢ral - committee —of the Commu-
nist Party of Czechoslovakia.
Before . the War .and - in parti-
cular ‘after. 1945 Vaclav David
has held a2 number of important
Party posts. He iS a. member of
[ S the * central :committee of - the
4 -~ Communist Party of Czechosle-
©ocovaka, - S
. After the liberation of Czecho-
. -slovakia. he was elected :a- deputy
: .of the National Assembly and for
'+ © . anumber of 'years- he was - its
’ “vice-president. L
Since 1953 Vaclav David is the
Minister -of Foreign Affairs.”

""'The new Prime Ministers of India and Czechoslo-
vakia, Lal Bahadur Shastri and Jozef ‘Lenart, met for

in 1955 as the Prime Minister

member of the fourth-illegal cen- -

tier arrived in New Delhi on
his Foreign Minister Vaclav

stimulated .a better mutual

acquaintance and under-
standing of problems exist-
ing in both ‘- countries “and

provided firm foundations for

- a further intensification of an-
" -all round mutual cooperation.

. Particularly . spectacular
has been the growth of eco-
" nomic cooperation - between
the two countries. The 1959
agreement  between  the
countries contributed mag-
nificiently to the materiali-
sation of the programme of
India’s speedy industrialisa-
Totion, s o
The agreement. provided for
a credit of ‘Rs. 231 .million
from the Czechoslovak - gov-
.ernment in addition to a cre-
dit of Rs.. 170 million ‘advan-

ced by the Czechoslovak fore-

ign: trade . corporation: M/s.
‘Technoexport, for the ' estab-
lishment of - the Foundry
Forge Plant at Ranchi, the
biggest of its kind in Asia, the
Heavy Machine Tool Plant at
Ranchi, ' the Heavy Power
: Equipment Plant near Hyde-
rabad and the High Pressure
Boiler Plant at Tiruchirapally
in Madras state. . B
. ‘These” have undoubtedly
contributed to laying down of
the foundation -0of machine

* making industry and neces-

sary power base for industria~-

'lisat;on.

L Fui'ther, socialist Czéchosio-
vakia ‘has  cooperated 'in the.
" private sector also. Many new

A Hungarian folk dance .'a.nd"muisic énsemble, which

lines of production  were ‘in-
troduced * in India in ~both
public and private sectors for
which Czechoslovakia supplied
blueprints, technical aid and
machinery, They .include, for
example, cément works, sugar
mills, power plants, tractor
factories, . motorcycles:: and

.scooter . factorles, .- ‘ceramic

plants, clock-factories,
works, breweries etc.’

Machine Tool

m

- Imstitute

. While  Indian ' technicians
were being trained - for
these industries at construc-
tions sites and at the facto-
ries and institutes in' Czecho-
slovakia, an important con-
tribution was made to Indian
technical education in the
form of -the establishment of

a Central Machine Tobl Insti~ .

tute at a cost of Rs. 6 million.
The Institute at Bangalore is
a gift from the Czechoslovak
government to India.

A new chapter .in - Indo-

. Czechoslovak economic rela-

tions has been added with.the
signing up of the Second Eco~
nomic Agreement . (on May
11, 1964) which stipulates a

further credit of Rs. 40 crores.
" It envisages an expanhsion .

of basic. industries, . in some
cases doubling their existing
capacities and also the estab-

lishment of a new. - foundry-

“has been touring our country since February 13, is now

at the last lap of its tour. The ensemble has already visit- -
-ed Bombay, Hyderabad, Delhi and Chandigarh and is -

currently performing- at Jaipur (March 1). . -

HE visit of. this ~ ensemble
has .been quite a - new ex-
perience for the people of our
country. This ensemble, which
was founded 14 years ago, - has
already visifed a = large' number
of countries and won enthusias-
tic plaudits. : -
The members of this troupe
have often been described as
envoys of Hungarion - culture.
Wherever they have once been,
people - expect  them back;

~to seeing them. :
What is so enchanting in this
troupe? To understand it, one has
to delve a little into the past.
Hungarian - national  spirit - is
known and admired far beyond

its borders. - Its . ‘fiery’ naticnal.
also

 dance called ‘csardas’ is
known. Hungarians are fond of
good wire and gay time. These
are national features . of Hungary

and are known - outside.’

As far o5 Hungarian music
- 4s _concemed  all ‘that was
known. abroad . was that
- Himes it s passive and at other
times bolstetous.” Pure Hunga-

‘with a

where not, people look forward.
- " 'wonderfu

“at

‘rian. folk music did hardly ever
" get beyond the  boundaries of

Hungary. ~ o :

This . g S0’ })ecause of the
large  number. -of. gi
pegforming in - the’ -hgolgaslys' abroad
which’ played “Hungarian music™
that were  ‘nothing - but " diluted
forms of
folk - songs. . :
.~ As a result of. this there grew

a distorted image of Hungarian
i to be - identified

music; it .came
ipsy, 2 man with. a
sense of
ignorant of motes.
Hungarian folk music and

dance, as represented by this
ensemble, is the pure form, the .
self-expression of [the- heart of .

people free of all the fanciful
‘adornment that came to be

attached’ to it. Its production is .-
completely - free of . illusionism

and sham-romanticism.

The ensemble is a vehicle of

freely-expressed  human” and na-
‘tional sentiments of Hungary, re-
presenting art in yet more sub-

lime form without -distorting  the .
. old ‘values. S "
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all”

bands -

gipsy - tunes and. sham.

music ~but .

forge plant at Wardha, a

tractor plant and many other

industries for which talks are

still. in progress between the
representatives -of . . both ' the
sides, | Yo

- India . and = Czechoslovakia:

have lively. relations '-in ‘the
fields of culture; sclence and
education too which:: .contri-

_bute to a considerabla extent
to the consolidation - of---our

friendship. .

- 'he interest of the Cze-

“choslovak’ people -in “Indian
culture is  traditional, In-
= -dian literature  having. par-
. ticularly. - influenced - the

- Czech classic . literature of -

the 19th century. .~ .

_.‘Czechoslovak Indology has:

achieved g high 'standard.

. Among- the leading - - world
Indologists ‘rahked - Academi-

clan Prof. = Vincence Lesny,
author of many ‘books on In-
dia_gnd of a great number of
translations from Indian lite-

rature. Prof, Lesny was & per--

sonal friend of Rabindranath
Tagore. - L o

 Many- translatiohs, of old
and modern -Indian' literature

were published in Czechoslo-

vakia, including the works of -

Rabindranath -‘Tagore, . Prem
Chand, Vallathol Mulk Raj

"Anand, K. A, Abbas, B. Bha-
- ttacharya, Manik = Bandyopa-..

dhay and others.

Many concerts of Czecho-.. .~ ke o .
T He is a d?uty of ‘the National.

slovak and . Indian - artistes,
expositions, = lectures, - . .film
shows ete. Turther the mutual
understanding between - the
peoples of. Czechoslovakia and
India. . S

- tor

: Party. of Czechoslovakia,

Josef Lemart

. WOZEF ~ LENART, = :Prime
Minister of the- Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic,

youngest Prime Ministers in the
world,  After ‘graduating. " from a

secondary school he worked as.a.- -
worker ‘and laboratory: . assistant” -
- in -Bata concern where he

n also
graduated from a: chemical -school:
" During Nazi . occupation”  of’

zechoslovakia * Jozef ‘Lenart “took"

part in - illegal resistance activities -

and in 1944 participated in the-
Slovak national uprising. - -

_Since’ the liberation of . Czecho--
slovakia in 1945 -he has held: a
number. of posts:in’ organs of the-
Commupist - Party, 'in. economic-
and -’ State bodies. He was Direc-

Partizanske, - Deputy Minister. of
Light ‘Industry and - Chairman- of "
the Slovak National Council. On-
September - 29, 1983, - Jozef Lenart-

was appointed Pgnme Minister
of  the ‘Czechoslpvak - Socialist' -
.Republic. : R

Assembly and the  Slovak Natio-

nal Council and a ‘Member of =
of ‘the Central -

the . Presidium 1
Committee * of - the . Communist-

was - born' on -
April 8, 1923. He. is one of the -

of “August 29 Works” 'at
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have got to be relied on and
given all the encouragement and
“full - freedom” for national deve-
lopment! By reading the budget
speech one would hardly get the
impression that there, is a public
sector ' for - India’s Finance Minis-
ter to look after and develop as
a categorical- imperative. for the
nation’s all-round progress.

. The. Finance Minister's genero-
sity towards the foreign private
‘investors is an old story. Some

throw “the ‘door . wider open”.
Now he has not only done so but
spread the red carpet.” In his
budget speech the Finance Minis-
ter says: - o

.

" “For this reason, we
-encouraged private foreign in-
- vestment, in  association both
~ with the public and private
sector. - All the incentives and
facilities that we have given to
Indian enterprise for promoting
‘investment are availabP
to private foreign . enterprise;
. and we give every facility for
_repatriation of profits to foreign
investors. This policy of hos-
pitable and fair treatment will
be continued im future;
our general -policies; whether ‘in
regard to taxation, industrial
licensing or price controls, must
be consistent with our desire .to
harness every possible source .of
dynamism .~ and  enterprise,
whether domestic or
public -or private, to the task

of rapid economic growth.”

- ‘Shorn of - verbiages this *is all
nothing but crass surrender to the
US, British and West German big

precisely for this gesture on the
part of the Government of India.

As a matter of fact the foreign
griv_ate inivestors are to bein a
etter - position in .as much as
they are:given official guarantees
against nationalisation, for rem-
mittances of profits, . allowances
et;:.' and for repatriation of capi-
tal. :

are not: applicable in their case

territorial rights: e.g. oil. To
reduce the tax rate on foreign
private investor the rate of tax
on him will be determined .only
by his Indian income.and not
his world income. - .

In 1948 - there were only 75
eompanies - under
agreement. In ‘1962 the number
went up to 1,446. Between 1980
and 1963, 431 collaboration agree-

. with US, 234 with West German
and 58 with French were enter-
ed into. . :

@@l&ﬂ@@ﬁéﬂ'ﬂ@w
AGREEMENTS

. As against these 1,027 collabora-
tion agreements with the - West,
the total agreements with the so-
‘cialist countries came to only 2.
" Most of the collaboration agree-
ments with the-West mrovide’ great
opportunities. for foreign monopo-
lists to onerate in India’s protected
market and exploit our resources.

‘of foreign monopolists on our
economy, the _Finance Minister
has now come-out with new invi-
tations and fresh concessions.

The ‘Government of India has
already decided -to issue letters
of intent to these foreign investors
who are prepared to collaborate

"MARCH 7; 1965 '

time back he promised them to-

have:

e equally.

and.

foreign,

business who--have beén pressing’

Further, certain ilndg'an laws’
dand they enjoy a kind of extra- '

. collaboration.

ments with British companies, 308 -

Not content with this invasion-.-

with the Indians. Patent law is
now’ tEroposed to be changed to
suit their interest and Prime Mi-
‘nister - Shastri went -all out
assure- the . British. - industrialists
.about ‘this during his recent
London visit:. .

The public sector . has been
thrown open, atleast to. an ex-
tent, ,.to the " participation of
foreign private capital. All these
things olf) course mock at the

Industrial Policy Resolutions of

1048 and 1956.

If one looks at the terms the
Government of India now offers
to the foreign private investors
they would appear to be well in
line with what. the World Bank,
the’ American, British' and West
‘German .monopolists have been de-
-manding’ or. the Congress of Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce
. held recently in New Delhi,
- pleaded. . -

.. It is not perhaps altogether
.a coincident that when Krishna-
machari has pade his infamous
budget proposals a high-power-
ed delegation of US Big Busi-
ness, sponsored by the Com-
merce Department of .the . US
government, is on a visit to our
country with their proposals for
- 200 joint enterprises in the pri-
. vate sector. ’ .

~ Recently the West C{_annim busi-
ness delegation has also been here
to seek concessions for such deals.

Krishnamachari is ready to al-
low these foreign exploiters to
take advantage of India’s foreign
exchange shortage which is. es-
sentially a built-in feature of cur
_unequal trade relations with “the

West. This is a dangerous' and "

fundamentally an anti-national line

of .solving the foreign exchange..

difficulties.

National économy “will be put

in great jeopardy if the present
policy has its way. It is absurd
to imagine that the foreign inves-
tors are coming here
numbers for any- altruistic reasons.
They have their own - designs,
both economic and political.

 DANGER
TO ECONOMY

Far from mobilising’ the re-
sources for planned . development
which the big business has cor-
nered over ‘the past few years,
1965-68 ~ budget proposals offer
new. opportunities for further con-
centration of such resources and
wealth, - t

This is the - real  meaning of
the “changes in the general scheme
.of corporate taxes,” which the
Finance Minister- has  proposed,
to “meet at least- a part of the
difficulties of the corporate. sec-
tor,” to quote his budget speech.

Only it needs to be added
that’ the corporate sector here
means not so much the small
and even middle elements in
business and industry as the
Big -Business. :

" For example, a number of new.
industries have been added to the
list of those that are mentioned in
Part IV of the. First Schedule
of the Finance Act, 1984. These
receive .some ‘tax benefits,

- The new. industries now added
are limestone, flame and drj
proof morts, malleable iron - an
steel castings, calcium , ammonium
nitrate, ships. etc.

. The concession is enlarged- in
the case of certain other compa-
nies which . come under Section

-to- |

in huge-

* . happens’ to

104 of the Finance 'Act and en-
gaged wholly or mainly in ‘the

-manufacture or processing of goods

or in mining or in the generation
and distribution of electricity or.
any other form of power.

-Most of the industries are in
the hands of relatively big capita-
lists. The penalty for non-distribu-
tion of profits by certain type of
companies is reduced from 87 per
‘cent to 25 per cént-in order to
help them
reserve”..

_The budget proposals contain
concessions for certain other cate-
gories of companies also. In res-
pect of no. category corporation
tax has of course gone up.

The development .rebate of
which- the Big Business has al-
ways taken advantage will now
be .of course slightly reduced in
the case .of some companies from

20 per cent to 15 per cent but

they will continue to enjoy the
existing’ rebates upto March 81,
1967. The rebate on coal mining

machinery and for ships however -
remain at the existing handsome -

rates of- 85 per cent and 40 per
cent respectively.

- The reasons for this generous
deal for the private sector is, as
the Finance Minister himself says
“to_stimulate production and pri-
vate resources for expansion of
industry”.

This. is plain acceptance

the plea of the Big Business .

that in -order to step up pro-
duction corporate and other
taxes on the companies must be
reduced. A premium has been
put on what amounts to down-
right blackmail!

The Indian and foreign mono-
polists’ could not have amassed

“their collosal wealth but for their

large-scale. avoidance and evasion
of personal. taxes. What the Fi-
nance Minister does now is to
reward these people by wholesale.
reduction of personal taxes, espi-
cially income tax. .

Not that the low-income groups
should not be given some tax re-
lief. It is good that income tax
in their case has been somewhat
reduced. But the main beneficiary
of the reduction of income tax
will ‘be the people in higher in-
come. groups. .

-The rationale for the step — we
are told by the top officials of
the Finance Ministry,” Economic
Affairs - Secretary  Boothalingam
and Revenue Secretary Dehejia—

is to stimulate private savings and
- investments.

This is altogether a retrograde
step in-principle and is going to
prove no less harmful in practice.
Why income tax on such wealthy
people should be reduced when
already the exchequer is tapping
resources from -them through per-
sonal taxation?

And what is fhe guarantée that

such tax relief would ‘lead to
investment instead of more spend-
ing on ' their part?. Further, what

'tEe social ~objectives
of the Plan, namely, the reduc-
tion of income. disparties through
fiscal measures? ’

Urider - Krishnamachari’s new
dLrlyzensa;lon_ the highest margi-
nal rate on’ unearned income
will come down from the cur-
rent 88.125 per cent to 81.25
per cent. The corresponding re-
duction for earned income will
be from 82.5 per cent to T4.75
per cent.

These are-certianly not unhand-
some - concessions ‘for the millio-
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“build up adequate .

naries. ~ After these ' reductions,
those with an income: of Rupees
one lakh will' pay Rs. 5,000 less |
and those with- Rupees’ Two °
lakhs will pay roughly Rs. 11,000 °

less.

"Repatriation of funds ~ by - fos'
reign investors should be’ steadly
checked by law. But the Finance
Minister has no.guts . for -such
actions. - . o i

He now expects to .restrict re- -
patriation by giving the- foreign
investors fresh tax concessions in
the form of rebates on.'. capital ,
gains tax. if only the foreigners

.would please reinvest the salé-

proceeds of their assets in approv- .
ed industrial - securities  within . our
country. This will of couse go to-
strengthen’ their position in our
economy. T .

_Estate Duties and Gift Tdx are

‘generally evaded -by those who,
should pay them. The result is-
a heavy less. to. the Exchequer.
But the Finance Minister seems to
be upset by the imaginary “hard-
ship ‘to assesssees” .and. . 'he' has
chosen to modify these taxes.

This is bound to encourage
greater evasion and fraud.. Instead
of abolishing ‘the issue of bonus
shares the Finance Minister has -
offered a rebate upto 10 per cent
of the face value of such shares
from Capital Gains. Tax, Then he
has provided for tax clearance
certificates for the convenicnce-df -
‘Big Business. C- -

P

At long .last ‘the government .
seems to have taken some note::
of “excessive investments” in:
urban property which of coursé”
have been going on for years
unchecked. But all that the Fi-
nance Minister does now is to
nominally  apply ' additional
Wealth Tax on such properties.
He is against any ceiling. . -

The Finance Minister himself
admits that his additional Wealth
Tax can be easily evaded -by trans-
ferring of urban properties to cor-
porate bodies which are not liable
to tax etc. But he proposes no -
measure against such practices -
at all. E

There is little doubt that the
investments in urban’ property by
the monied people, especially -the
holders - of unaccounted: money :
will continue under the new, ar-
rangements and, may be, behind -

company sign boards. —

. The strangest of all his propo-"
sals is perhaps the one he -has
trotted out in respect of un-
accounted money.  He has offered .-
the 'holders of ‘such wealth a
“three-month - grace”. - period . (one
is reminded = of Prime- Minister
Shastri’s two-week grace ‘period to
the food hoardérs last year). - *

If within this grace period the
unaccounted money is disclosed
and 60 per cent of the .amount
deposited with the Reserve Bank,
the remaining 40 per cent will' be

purified and legalised. If the
declaration 'is made and - taxes
paid during the current month~

i.e. March they will get a rebate
of another five per cent. What a
wonderful scheme! LT

It is . difficult to believe that
Krishnamachari is so naive as to
believe that those who thrive on
unaccounted money will now take
a dip in-the. Ganges and:rush
to the Reserve Baik. After all he
knows very well that a similar .
offer under the Gold Bond Scheme
in 1963 to the gold hoarders
literally flopped. o

- measures ‘to -unearth e

-fact that the source of unaccount-

-would only once arain
 “the people the need for tnited.
. ..resistance against - the calculated

_gress rulers. -

- .

. ‘Why then has. he taken this .
step? Is it o help some people M
who are now in_a tight cormer -

and want a respectful face-sav~

ing way out and save at least

a- part -of their black money?

. If the government has failed to
unearth “black money” or stop .
the under-world business, that is- . _
bad enough.. Why now. insfead. of -
enforcing and intensifying vigorous
unac-
counted money and bring ‘it into
the .open, the government should
have comé. out with this wholly
immoral and indeed . absurd offer -

\ \ |
to make “black money whitep” - - -

: The criticisms - yoiced by the
Mayor .of Ahmedabad, Jai Krishna

Hari Vallabdas who. was once the :
‘president of the Ahmedabad Mill- 4
owners’ Association, as well as .
by 8. V. Desai, a veteran acada-
mecian,. against this measure

which the - latter calls “amazing .
and unusual” is fully understand- =~ -
able. .- They do often have “also
expressed their doubts about the -
success of this schemé in bring-

ing out “black money”.

Fundamentally'thé Finguce Mi-’ .
nister lias chosen to_overlook the .

ed money lies in. the operations of = -
the monopolists, 'speculators and
the like. In fact this. business of = ~
unaccounted money” which is esti- -

mated at anything between- Rs. - e
500 crotes to_ Rs. 1.000 crores if ~
not more has” become. ani. jntegral
part -of the present-day. monopoly- -
ridden Indian economy., B

CAPITALIST *
PATH :

- To deal with the problem
requires bold fiscal and econo-
mic  measures plus an all-out,
fearless administrative drive fol-
lowing a general coll to  the -
big  hoarders of wunaccounted =

- wealth- to Vdisclose théir “funds
-on pain of rigorous - imprison-
ment, say,. for seven years or
more. C .

. The 1965-68 central  budget -
proposals no_doubt carry the spe-
cial accents of the. present Finance
Minister, T. T. Krishnamachari.
But essentially they are the ~off-
springs of the discredited capita-
list ]:l)]th-of development—a “path
which"puts the interést of monopo-' - -
lists .and exploiters above that of = - =
the . working ‘people and seeks to /
promote some: kind of a distorted,
unbalanced economic development -

at the latter's cost. . -

The shameless boost to the fo-
teign and Indian monopolies and
that too in the - midst of great:- .
mass suffering and privation and ., ‘
in a critical ~economic  situaton
remind

anti-peonle ‘policies of- - the .Con-__"

As for the Finance  Minister,
he - has. certainly lived up to his
reputation. Speaking in the Lok
Sabha as the Union Finance Minis-
ter’ during the general budget de-
bate on March 28, 1957 T. T.

Krishnamachari said: “We  have ) B
served the poor "again ill because B
we- have served the vested in- B
terests extremely well.............. I '

knew that-we. bled the consumers
of this country white because we
were making - those enterprises -

_charge whatever the market will.
bear.._....:...‘...;..'" ete. o
. K}jshnamaéhari back  again . in v

charge of the countri’s finances,
might have as well recalled in

~his present budget these words! .

. " (March 2).
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Faced with the massive protest that rose from all
parts of the world against the prosecution of Justo
Lopez on a trumped-up charge .entailing the = death -

his reported secret talks- on
“continued cooperation” - be-

- ald to the

- .ald  to

- Frio?m KUNHANANDAN NAIR

~

BERLIN The West German govemment havmg
identified its African policy with racism and the slogan
“What the white man still holds in colonies must be
‘preserved at any cost”, is today a dangerous exporter

" of counter-revolutxon to the African continent.

!E-’O suppress- the African
liberation. - movement,

" Bonn’s government has been

rendering extensive military
reactionary re-
gimes: .

It hasbeen giving au assis-
tance 0" Verwoerd in South
Africd, Portuguese colonialists
in Angola and Mozambique,
the racist Smith regime in
Southern Rhodsia, ete, It has
penetrated into South-West
Africa. -

' Th West German govern-
ment previously backed the
.- Belgian imperialists "in the
Congo; now it supports the
puppet ~‘Tshombe, ~Against
the free Arab nations, Bonn
supports and  militarily
strengthens Israel,

Hundreds of millions of
West German marksflow into
these countries to aid- .the

" gangster governments which
- are resisting and = subverting

with- all their - might the
liberation of the peoples still

.under colonial yoke,

~

Mo More |

'-Secret

West German imperlausm
renders much’ of its military
colonial ' regimes
through - secret agréements.
But these agreements do ngt
remain secret in the long run
and are getting exposed every

 day.

Startling detalls
German assistance in training'
pilots and other military per~
sonnel from the racist regi\me
of Southern Rhodesia were
recently given out by the
Deputy Secretary-General of

'x-t'wmvm't-x'w—x'm'x'r-t-w-t't' 2

just Out

" of West -

ZAPU, Edward Ndlovon.

" Ndlovon, in a falk with
journalists in. Berlin, said
that there exists a military
pact between West Germany
and the fascist regime of
Ian Smith,

“The - road to complete
freedom and independence of
four million people of Zim-
babwe is blocked by
German support to the Smith
regime”, he pointed out,
substantiating his statement
with plenty of facts. :

Ha also disclosed that a Nazi

.war-criminal from West Ger-
many is now military adviser.

to Smith’s government,

Similarly another West
German Nazi, together with a
settler Rhodesian, is now re-
cruiting Iin West Germany
more agents to be sent to
Southern Rhodesia to fight
the national liberation forces.

A few days back, Emil Ap- -
polus, secretary of the South-.

West African Peoples’ Organi-
sation, writing In the Dar-es
Salam - daily NATIONALIST
pointed out that in the man-
date area of South West
Africa “the West German
imperialists have established
a bridgehead against the na-
tional liberation fighters.”

_He said that- the
German government - has
built a rocket observation
station and other radio
technical installations near
the town, Tsumeb. “Bonn
would very much like their
new rockets to be tested
there”, he said,

 This territory is also used
as a base of supply of arms to
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Portuguese colonialists in the '

adjoining Angola. .

West German government .

is regularly supplying the
Portuguese -colonialists with
arms and other military
equipment. Military = bases,
barracks, airports and train-

ing centres = for Portuguese.

soldiers in Angola are built

‘with West German assistance.

Recéntly, West Germany
gave & loan of 150 million
dollars to Salazar to finance
his war against freedom fight-
ers, West German. planes drop
‘bombs on Angola villages and
according - to treaty terms,
‘West Germany is to supply 60
more jet ﬁghter planes to
Salazar

sucklng Angeﬂa’s
Wealth

" West German monopolists
have strategic economic stakes
in Angola. About 200 West

German firms share Angola's )

exploitation.

Eightyseven per cent of her
iron ore finds its way to West

German steel plants. The top-

West . .German = manopolist,

" Krupp, has put millions of

marks in new investments in
mining in Kassinga

"My night is awake

someone has ripped it off.

"Why did dreams promise
to come in slumber? :

the sky has closed its doors.

It was your memory

I have torn out the page,
the page of waiting.

Earth 1sv sad,
the sky has sighed;

NEW AGE

but my thoughts of you have gone to s'leep
“The tree of sun is still there, shining,

someone has broken'its rays, the branches.
The sky was hung with ‘moon-lace,

Stars are left waiting outside,

which sewed up the wounds of my love;
today I have pulled out the stitches

and I give you back the thread.
How ainful it is,
from the holy book of my love.

there was a caravan of flowers —
it had to pass through the desert

Florentino Duarte,
Charge d’Affaires of the
Revolutionary. Government
of Angola (now in exile in
UAR), said recently that the
Foreign Ministry of his gov-

‘ernment possesses . docu-
ments’ to prove that West
German soldiers are stay-
ing in Angola.

In the Portuguese colony of
Mozambique, . Bonn-supplied
rifles are used to shoot down
freedom fighters, said = Jaine
Sigauke secretary of the libe-
ration movement of Mozambi-~
dque, ab a press conference in
London-last week.

The hated South . African
regime also draws sustenance
from West . Germany, West
German President Heinrich
Luebke, Chancellor Ludwig
Erhard as well :as financier
Abs avowed - their “friendly
feelings” towards the racist

- rulers in Pretoria during their
‘visits to South Africa,

West German  monopolies
_State of the Germdn Demo-

are working closely together .
with the South African mono-
polies, Till now, West Ger-

-many has given "South Africa

as loan more than 150 million
marks. .

The visit of South.  Aftican

Foreign Minister Muller to

Bonn has caused a stlr due to
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Centuries are complam.mg
about the warld:

This was the season of love,
how could you sow hate?

This is the ‘blood -of man
putting man "to question: .
How could Christ’s pure lips
kiss the cross?

. What a night it was!
As it passed unthinking
‘the moon-flower
was crushed underfoot.

Lovers of love and beauty

« resolve to win back
the faith that was yours once
however .distant 1t seems.

. Since Moise Tshombe

the

There was a scent of wheat —
- gunpowder has drunk it;
~ we elieved ‘in peace orice,
now our. faith is being sold.

The sun-horse neighed,

the saddle of light fell down,
walking on for agés;

the traveller -'wept ’

(Translated from the Punjabi
by Charles Brasch) )

tween the two states in the’

arms and atomic fields..

came the Prime Minister of
the Congo, the West German

‘government put-at his dis-

posal. generous - aid. for - his

bloody war  against the Con~

golese people. Former soldiers

of the fascist Wehrmacht as

“vyolunteers” make up & big
part of Tshombe’s troops.

.On November 23, 1964 an
agreement was signed be-
tween West Germany and
the Congo : at Leopoldville
by. which Bonn granted

Tshombe a ten-nnllion mark .

crcdlt.

One . day later
‘paratroopers with US support
‘attacked . Stanleyville, . On
December
President Luebke thanked the
interventionists—the solitary

example among the heads of -
‘ states ‘

'?a’ainﬂng ,
israelis.

- A group of Israell -officers
recently - participated “in

“Marne Might” nuclear war '

manoeuvres of the West Ger-
man army. It is also learnt
that the Israeli officers paid
special attention to the com-
bined action. of conven'tional
weapons and medium range
rockets which can be fitted

-with nuclear warheads

Walter. mbrlcht the Head of

‘cratic Republic, during his
recent, visit to Cairo informed
the people of UAR.that if

West Germany gets the nu- .

clear warheads through - the
Multilateral nuclear force, the

Bundeswehr will" not hesitate .
to pass them on to Israel to

threaten the free Arab states.

~ By AMRITA PRITAM
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‘has retraced his-steps.

@ N February 25 an official
> communique issued” by
Franco government at Madrid
stated that the case against
Justo Lopez has been drop-
‘ped.

Julian Grimau, memher of
the central committee -of the
Communist Party of Spain

a similar charge as the - one
. against Lopez.

Lopez ‘is at present serving
a prison sentence of 23 years
along with eieven of his com-
patriots including the well-
known Communist leader Jose
- Sandoval. The total sentence
passed against® these in
December 1964 adds up to 131
years!

prlsoners

was executed in.April 1963 on -

'bpam calls-—Free a.ll pohtlcal

penalty, the fascist dictator of Spam General Franco,

<

" Lopez was charged afresh

a few weeks ago with “direct-

ing  military  operations”
against the fascist. mutiny in -
-his capacity as a leader of the
People’s Army in 1936, Dolo-

res. Ibarruri had.decided to-

go to Spain to defend Lopez.
(See.last week’s NEW AGE),

Lopez has now been saved

but he is still behind the bars

as other Communists and
democrats' continue to langu-
ish in the dungeons of fas- '
cist Franco. All Spaniards
who_ defended the legal Re-
public of -Spain against the
fascists in 1936 are considered
“criminals” by the fascist re-
gime In Spain. Ifs attempts -
are directed at choking - the
voice of the people in Spain
who

" The trial of Sandoval, Lopez
and ten other Communists in
December 1964 was aimed at
silencing the voice of the
people of Spain. The Franco
government has not been able
to stem the tide of people’s
movement "for winning - the

society—the students, work-
ers, clergymen, intelligentsia
—kept on voicing their de-
mands,
After the arrest of Lopez,
Sandoval and others in
- April 1964, the ¥Franco gov-
ernment claimed that the
Communist : organisation
had been broken, But ex-
actly three weeks later, .on

people came out on Madrid
streets demanding

demand fundamental ~
_ liberties.

just demands. All sections of

May- Day 1964, thousands of:

“trade

union freedom, the right to
strike, and an amnesty.”

Ang then followed the
period of real ~silence; - not
the type Franco wished but
the silence -of the wheels of
.economy, Came the strike of
“famous Asturia mines leading
to the close down of steel
plants, factories and other
industries.

A wave of strike actions
swept the working ‘centres
of- Spain, from Madrid to
the Andalusian fields. Fran-

. co had to grant concessions.
yielding to the demand of
* . the people, the Franco gov-

ernmerit replaced the mili-
tary tribunals by public
order tribunals.

The growing tempo of po-

pular action unnerved
Franco. and his ‘henchmen.
‘They dragged out of archives
the cases. cooked wup dufing
the Civil War, most of which
were just mstances of blind

is ever growing.

?WO out of the five influ-
ential  political parties’in
the counfry—the Communist
Party and People’s Democra~-
tic: Party—declared that they
would not send thelr repre-
" sentatives irito ‘the new gov-
érnment.

man of the People’s Democra-
- tic ‘Party, declared that he
.- had already protested to the
Supreme Court against the
violation of the constitution
committed _by the Sudan’s
Supreme State Council which
accepted ‘the resignation of
the former government and
charged Khatem €] Khalifa in
forming a new cabmet

Reacti@na?y
-Majority-

Charactensmg the pre-
seént government, = the lea-
W deérs . of the Communist

E Paity of the:Sudan and, the

People’s Democratic .Party

stressed that the majority.

of seats in it belongs to the
reactionaries.

Thus, a split in the coali-"_
tion of the, Suddn’s political
parties is evident, When tak-"
ing into account that the Na-.

et e AT T S A e

Ali Abdel Rahmar, " Chalr-.

By I. BELYAEV

The present poht1cal sltuatlon in ‘the. Sudan contl-
"nues to remain most tense. Despite the fact that Kha-
tern el Khalifa succeeded-in. forming- his  second
government following last Octobers events, tension

tlonal Front of Professmnal
Orgamsatlons which had the

majority of seats in the pre- .

vious cabinet did ot join the
hew goVemment, then. the
split is on - a much ~ larger
scale. .

What divided those very
same forces in the Sudan
which Jomtly came out during
the events last October? In

+the first place.these are the
selfish class interests pursued.
by’ ‘the Al-Umma, National
Unionist and Moslem Brothers,
right-wing parties, theu‘
dread for everything progres-
sive’ in the country, fear for
. their own people.
. 'Their main  aim is . not
only to capture power. The
leaders of the rightwing
parties do not want to al-’
low that the Sudan develop
along the democratic road,
that she conduct a consis-

tent anti-imperialist foreign -

policy and, on the other
hand, -that it toady to the
Westem powers.

They manoeuvre, resort to.

* blackmail,” spread slanderous

rumours to the effect that
the National Front of Profes-
siona] = Organisations is. a
communist tool: It is precisely

- el Khalifa to the

" from the Al-Umma headquar-

ters that threats are made to
spread the conflict in the
South, to torpedo the negotia«
tions with representatives -of
the southern provinces which
are to start in XKhartoum and

. even to turn over power to

the very same military if “the
government remains ~ in the
hands of the Communists.”

It is quite possible that the

spectre of last year's disorders .

in Khartoum when the re-

‘actionary forces, following in
- the wake .of imperialism, suc- -

ceeded in' provoking a clash
between “the northerners and
southerners in the Sudan’s
capital, is still before the eyes
of Khatemn el Khalifa. Fear-
ing complications with the
rlghtwingers he is giving in.

W@rkers S
Reso!ved

The capitulation of Khatem.
reaction-
aries - has made
Sudanese indignant, Workers,
land tenants, peasants .and

" civil servants are fully resolv-
.ed to protect the gains of the

October 21 revolution,

They well realise that the
manoeuvres of the right serye

the dinterests of the.imperia-

lists, Popular action against
the government has. already
started and in vain does the
West. hope-that. its agents
will sueceed .in attaining their
amls. C .

all. honest -

revenge agamst the Commu-.'
nists. One such; case was re-

surrected against Lopez.

The acts of Franco and
his lieutenants = indicate
they have taken to the
motto - “Save yourself by
killing- your opponents”.
They go on killing "and
throwing people into. jail
hoping that these drastic

measures would’ qu’éll the

upsurge. Only last week, the
Franco government threw
into prison several hundred
students and professors for
demanding a st0p to police
atrocity.

The. fight agamst the fas~

’ cist tyranny of Franco. con- "
tinues. in Spain -and it is at
this juncture that the people:

of Spain need most the soli-
darity of all’ .freedom-loving

people, A general demand has.

the people engaged in "the -
“defence’.against Indonesian ’
attack.”’

BITTER
PROSPECTS -
N aa@@esaa

_RITISH Commonwealth

-~ -Secretary ' Bottomley
and Lord Chancellor Gar-
diner are back from Rho-
deésia without having achie--
ed .any result through the
talks they had with Rhode-
sian ‘Prime’ Ministef - Iun
Smith ‘and Nationalist lea- "
der "Nkomo aiming -at eas-
‘ing: the situation in. South—
ern Rhodesia,

British Prime Mlmster Wll-v

grown the world -over seeking_ somr by sending these two re-

immediate amnesty for the

Spanish patriots and dex_no-,t

cratic. liberties for the peovie
of Spain. Franco must . bé
compelled to- accede
demand.

MALAYSIA ;
ELECTIONS .
SUSPENDED -

S .was expected the
Malaysian government

has ordered the suspension.

of national elections which’
were scheduled to be held
during May-June.-

- The bogey of “the pressure
of Indonesian. armed hosti-

lity” has been trotted out by

Prime Minister Tunku as the
reason for this suspension,

which was preceded by a sg-

called White Paper placed by
his government- accusing In-
donesia, of . “conspiracy” with

Malaysian opposition , leaders -

to overthrow the present gov-
ernment.

The electmns have heen

suspended for indefinite pe-

. riod “until peace and. qmet .

" have returned.”’
The suspension of the elec-

tions further proved that the
government led'by Tunku. is

afraid of the outeome of the -

voting. = For quite some time-

-the Tunku was systematicallv :
- trying to stifle the volces of
- protest in Malaysia "-agaiust
his government and  threw .

most of the top leaders of the
opposition parties into prison
in a bid to- weaken their
forces,
Among the epposition lea-
ders who have already been’
arrested arve those of the

National Convention Party,--

the Pan-Malayan Islamic '’
Party, which were most "
vocal against-. the  Tunku-
government’s towing the
British neo-colonial pelicy.
Tunku is apprehensive that
the results of elections, despit2
the mass . arrest of the oppo-
sition leaders, might go aga- -
inst his aim. and ‘hence the
postponement of the polling.
Meanwhile, he hopes to whip
up enough frenzy against in-
donesig, to keep attentxon of

“this
: . power on* the- point of gun

presentatives .~ to . Rhodésig |
hoped to work out-a basis for -
g peaceful settlement, )
.~ The racialist government of

Ian Smith: is holding . on to .

dirécted against the inhabi-
tants of -Rhodesia, It is the
government of the white set— °
tlers whichh 'is bent upon .

. eurbing the freedom mové- .

ment of the people to whom
the country belongs. More.
" than 5,000 African leaders are
now under detention in Rho~
desia. without trial.  Mean-~.
while, the government of Tar
Smith has threatened to be-
come “independent” unilate-
rally p
SThe African nationalist
. 'leaders .rightly told Bottom-
<. ley that what was neces~
y sary 1mmed1ately for resolv-
- ing the erisis in Rhodesia
. was the scrapping .of the
. Constitution and introduc-
- tion of a new Constitution
granting majority rule in
the country, on the basis of
one man, one vote.
.The ' last
Prime Ministers’ . Conference
had-also urged Prime Minister "~
Wilson to hold a- constxtutlon-
al: conferenze, o
-*But Wilson. not, daring to
annoy the government of Ian .
Smith refrained from taking -
‘any-stép which would-. meet
with the approval of the Afri- .
can. nationalist leaders.- He
sought a compromiss het-
ween the settlers: governmnent
and the leaders of the Afri-
can people hoping to keep en
the former in. power, He has
thus completely failed to take

.note of the striving of the-

people of Southern Rhodesia’

-~ for selfvdetemnmatxon T &

The Rhodesian - - failure” is
yet another ‘example of the
Wilson * government’s - policy’
which seeks to keep the racia-.
lists in good humour. - His

.government iIs apparently rs«
conciled to the fact that in

Rhodesia- four million Africans
are being kept under the rule :
of 270,000 white settlers..
Hence the - Wilson govern-

-ment would reach mnowlere

angd show no better .example -
than its predecessor if it per-'
sists :in” mnot recognising thisg .
simple - truth and acting: ac-.
-cordingly. .

. -—Sadhan Mukherjee:'

Edltor' Romesh Chandra.
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By RENU CHAKRAVARTTY

- Flogged by the lash of inceéssantly rising prices, men
and women. await with fear and trembling the last.
day of February every year. For this is Budget Day,

" & day which has come to mean for the family man and
specially the housewife, an added occasion when taxes
are levied and passed on by the traders to the consu-
mer, providing another -excuse, among many others,
to fleece the common man and enhance their profits.’

UCH taxes are called in-
direct taxes. There are
other forins of direct = taxes
‘too, which. the government
‘directly levies, and that too
‘adds other crushing burdens
‘on the ordinary person’s bud-
get. ) :
. For example, the railway
‘budget which preceded the
general budget has decreed a
rise in passenger fares. ~

Families living in the huge
suburban areas of . Calcutta
and Bombay - will be. hit by
the increase in the price of
monthly. season tickets. In
one family where several chil-.
dren are going to schools and .
colleges-and others for jobs,

- the increase will - certainly
mean added burdens to their
already :limited exchequer,

Travel Costs -
Mere o

-+ Moreover, there has been an
increase in passenger fares in
general, so that even emer-
gency travelling, not to say.
anything about travel of stu-
dents coming home or going
to ‘their institutions for study,
or the holidays which one>
occasionally plans for the
:family, .are all hit, -

It is hard to understand

. less this import ‘duty is waiv-.

"why the fare rise could not

be.equitably spread. The sec-
ond and third class .passen-
-gers will have to pay 10 per
cent more on fares for dis-
tances upto. 800 kilometres
-while the Increase for first
and airconditioned class pas-
sengers is also 10 per cent -
for distances upto 1,000 kilo~
metres.- This naturally will
welgh far more heavily on the

poorer sections of our people -

than on the affluent..

. The tax imposition of 10
per cent on imports  which
was declared by the Finance
Minister a few days ago, will
affect not only the import of
machinery and industrial raw
materials but wiil "also. hit
many others.

For example the housewife .
in West Bengal whose daily
requirement of fish is largely

‘provided by Iimports from .

East Pakistan, is already fac-
ing shooting up of the prices
of fish, and at the moment
there is a veritable crisis in
the markets of Calcutta.
The same will be the case
for such things as fruits com-
ing from West Pakistan, un-

ed. :
The main aim as stated by
Finance Minister T T, Kri-
shnamachari is to boost pro-

duction and exports and to

hold the price line, No one
would . be - happler than the
cornmon man and woman {if
these promises were to prove
true. : S

‘How he can do this will be
eagerly watched by all. - His
proposal to remove completely
the excise duty on footwear,
cycle-parts, cyele tyres and
tubes will be welcomed. So too

his proposal to reduce by 50

per cent duty on grey ‘cloth
as well as coarse and medium
cloth. For' liousewives the 60
per cent reduction on vege-
table products should -mean
lowering  ‘of - the price . of
“vanaspati” and cooking oils.
For the children and stu-
dent 30 per cent reduction on
cheaper types of printing and
writing paper should prove & .
‘boon in the shape of chesdper
books and copy books, - .

si:;ep_tacai :
-_By’ Experience

But alas! the ‘ordinary men
and women -in.our country
have become sceptical, - be-
cause . they cannot believe
that any -benefits will be
passed on: to them and =not
grabbed for higher profits by
the trade. - . .

The fear is that the lower-
ing of prices will prove in the
long run an illusory hope, un-

. less of course the Finance

Minister is serious about. the
threat he has made that he
would reimpose the duties if
the benefits of reduction are .
not passed on to the consu-
mers. R
Nevertheless the reduction
and abolishing of taxes on
these essential items of daily
use must be welcomed. In do-
ing s0 we cannot help adding
& word about the n¢n-reduc-
tion of the tax on‘kerosene
at least for domestic purposes.-
This reduction is needed
not only for reducing  the

Benn'ChikrévéifitY' o

: ipficeé 6f an essential item of

daily use but it has the great
social. benefit” of -~ reducing
greatly -the. drudgery . of. the.

Zyusewife’s dally. chores.
.. If for purposes of, foreign
..exchange

conservation - -its
consumption is to be reduced,
I would urge that kerosene be
made available: only -for  do-
mestic purposes at a ‘control-
led rate and the duty for
these - purposes alone be
lished. . . . o
- With regard to'income tax

there has been a.relief :to.. { )
-wives know that man

every category of people.-The

abo- .
: modities like .vanaspati

young working men and wo-

men who are as yet unmar-

red, they will get exemption
upto Rs. 2,000 while formerly
they ‘used to get exemption of .
Rs, 1,000 only.. | S
" This will remove the hard-
ship ‘and _discrimination aga-

nist unmarried income. tax
payers " although _miany . of
them had to maintain several

dependents on.thelr earnings.

-However, the percentage’ of

" xellef is highest for the rich-

est category of people. Those .
who get more than Rs. 70,000
now need to pay only 60 per
cent as taxes In: place of 75
per.cent; before, © ;. oo

Rellefs are welcome, But the
greatest -relfef -needed by the:
people 'and women - in parti-
cular- - is-. relief from high -
prices. After all only two mil-
lion people in our country of
470 million : are.  income-tax

- assessees, . - s
.~ The vast masses “want to

be. saved from the scourge of -
the price spiral. For that-a .

‘greater expanded public .se¢~-

tor—state trading Iin- food
grains—and a curb.on infla~
tion—is needed. No su¢h hope
is aroused by the announec:~
ment of this budget. -

The  prices of a few com-~

or

footwear or cycle parts:. may
come down. - Butf. the hotse~ -
iives not
by. these alone. - - Do

°FROM FRONT PAGE

precisely because all present
recognised “the necessity for
-unity. I

At the same time, all parti-
cipants accepted. the - inter-
national discipline of the revo-
lutionary  proletariat, -~ while
simultaneously emphasising
that each ~national Party
complete ‘freedom. and  inde-,
pendence to work- out its own
policies in relation to its coun-
try’s  problems ' within the
. framework of the agreed inter-
national line.© - -, S
-+ 'The. consultative meetings of
representatives of . . Communist
and Workers’ Parties. now
being held in Moscow will, it
is hoped, lead to valuable
résults, .

It is to  be regretted = that
some of the Parties invited to
the meeting refused to attend
despite ‘efforts. made by the
Communist Party of the Soviet
"Union -to clear all possible
Eenuine doubts ' which may

ave prevented any of the in-

vited - Parties from attending
the meeting. : :
What is, however, most

- alarming is the new round - of
abusive polemics, launched by.

. the leadership of the Commu-
nist Party of China against
other fraternal Communist Par.

" ties. narticularly  the Commu-
nist Partv of the Soviet Union.
This ‘round - of violent ~and
venomous verbiage is obvious-
* ly meant to coincide with the
consultative meeting in Mos-

“ow. . -
“The truth, however, is that
this round of polemics co-
. incides also with the-US
gression in  Vietmam, and,
therefore. can only delicht the
“hearts- of the immerialists.
All Commurmists as well as
‘all other anti-imperialists are
shocked ‘at the attitude taken

by the Chinese Iéadership, at -
: . . * this critical moment for peace
able to . arrive at agreement, -

- differences in the. intemnational
-Communist. movement. . They

ag- -

in Asia and the world: 7 . .
The Communist - Parties of
the . world. cannot; “however,
abandon :iheir Lhd_ul:ies to the
eoples ard to the great cause
?o gvhich they are g:]e:dicated,
merely. because of the unfor-
tunate * stand taken ~ by the
Chinese leadership. On the
contrary, ' they must - intensify
their efforts for unity’.of - the

world Commuinist movement.
The representatives of the
19 ‘Parties, now - meeting in
Moscow  are - cohsulting among °
themselves, : "exchanging. ideas:
and eéxperience in the light. of
the many changes . that have
taken place in’ the world situa: .
tion and in the . international
Communist - movement since
the 1960 .conference "of Com.
munist and Workers®, Parties,.
. They. are.-exchanging ideas
on the ways to overcome the

are discussing .the question -of
the proposed next  world - con-

ference  of Communist and
Workers™ Parties. : y
“Of course, as -the name

implies, this is a purely con-
sultative meeting:" it - will not
adont any finglised - political .
decisions. But that in no way
1 its significance - or.im-
portance. . ’

The presence of ‘the repre-
sentatives of so many Parties,
desoite the opposition "and. dis-.
runtion caused by dogmatists
and sectarians, indicates that
the- vast maijority of the Com-
munist - Parties of the world
are -determined to do all in
their nower for the unity of the
world Communist movement. -

.The democratic _movement
in India wishes them full suc-
cess in their noble- efforts.

{March 2)






