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Kerala is 50 per cent deﬁat in food The
Congress leaders of Kerala; instesd of persuading
the Congress and the Government leaders at New
Delhi to give Kerala its due are concentrating: all

- their firé on the Kerala Government.:
leaders.- are threatening struggle. The RSP
already launched a satyagraha with the slogan :
'the gallows with the Mlmsters. , .

"Kerala - Chief = Minister. in|
hns statement below has ‘given;
the pldin facts which disclose;

- . where the real blame lies and!
al;]) als in. a . manner. that'
ould make sense to all ex-!

cep‘t those who seek to play» S
itics'at the cost of peoples,_ :

The text of ‘the. Cblef Mini-

ster’s statement: reads

WANT to assure the parhes

of : the Opposition and ~ the

general public that the Gaovern-

ment.-is as concerned - as they
are with the diffieult food situa-

. tion inthe State. Food is a pro-

- blem which; as the Prime. Min-
ster observed. recently, should
be dealt with on a national
plane, beyond ‘political or other
differences and disputes. I
would, -therefore, appeal to
them all to.help the. Govern-

ment in working ‘out a policy ~

-which all of us can - sincerely
R ;.;ﬁnd faithfully carry out in the
Jjnterests of the entire State.
- During the recent discussions
~.s-on the food . situation. -in our
State, the question ~ has . been
raised as to whose is the. res-
" ponsibility for finding a solution
for this .problem: the Centre’s
“or the State’s? -I hope. that
everybody concerned will ‘put
.an end to this way of posing the
question and realise that the
food problem cannot be solved
either by the Centre or the State
alone; it can be solved only if
- there is the closest.and most
sincere, cooperation between the

Centre and everyone of the 14 .

States in our countz7

Till Formation Of
-South Zone

Let me mike .it clear that,

so0-far as we in the Govern-

- sment of Kerala are concern-

ed, we are prepared -to take

“ the entire responsibility which’

- are ours as the Government

- in @ State which has the ut-

‘most deficit with regard to

foodg‘raiﬂ.s Let me, at_ the

- same time, remind my friends
- {n the Oppomtum in our own

State, as well as responsible

. persons- in .other States and

. at the Centre, that we will

. not be able to discharge our

responsibility unless we re-

‘ceive the full coopergtion of

all of them.

' that, while it is the responsibi-
lity of every.State Government
" ‘to see that the stocks of food-
grains - available withip their
&apechve States are properly
and equitably distributed, no
_State Government can, in- the
present circumstances, shoulder
the responsibility of-. getting
supplies from other Statés un-
fess these supplying States and
the Centre create the nemary
péondlhons for it, -

This was actually the dnnsion .

‘of labour between the Centre
‘and the State of Kerala till the
Southern Food Zone wm

fumed.wcanbemﬂm

‘activities

"Central Government
" formation of the Zone

1 hope everyone will agree

The PSP

the fact that, till the formation

of the Zone, the Centre used
to supply a fixed quantity of
" foodgrains every month to our |
State. It was with this supply
made by the Centre that the

Government of Kerala ~ran
hundreds of fair-price shops.
After the last general elec-
tions and .our, -assumption = of
office, we -deliberately adopted
the. policy of.- expanding ' the
of these - fair-price
shops with the hope  that it
would help stabilising the price

-level- in the ‘open--market. Ex-

perience has proved that, so
long ‘as- these fair-price - shops

continued, the majority of peo- -

ple-were guaranteed a minimum
quantity of rice; this exercised.
a healthy influence on the open
market. This would have been
the. position e¢ven now if these

.supplies were forthcoming. 4‘

Unfortunately, however,- the
situation deteriorated after
formation of the Southern Food
Zone. -The expectation of the
that the

-would
lead to free movement of rice
from the surplus. to the deficit .
.aré€as within the Zone and meet

. the full requirements of the de-

ficit States was not fulfilled.
The year 1958 has been a period
of rapid rise in prices and acute
suffering for, the people of the
Zone. 'The price level today,
not only in Kerala but in other
parts of the Zone as well, is

higher than at any tlme in re-

cent years.

'No Help ..To

Get Supplies

So far as our State is con-
cerped, the formation - of the
Zone did not help us in getting
those supplies which are neces-
sary for us to run the fair-price
shops, and which used former-

1y to come to us from the Cen- -

tre. We have.all along been
feeling that, since the. Central
Government introduced  price
control.in the four surplus. dis-
tricts of Andhra after the form-

_ation of the Zone, the Central
Government. should have pro- -

cured the stocks in Andhra at

the control prices and supplied . .

to us’ as they used-to do before.

. If this was not possible, they
should have enabled us to pur- .

chase in Andhra at pricés at”

which we could have got those E

suppliea,
» h desu owr mpm
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did not do either. On  the’
other hand,.it said that the’
very formation of the South-
ern Food Zone meant. that’
Centre’s responsibility  "to
- supply any State in the Zone
. ceased; it was for the respec-
tive State Governments to get '
Isupplies - from Andhra"- or
. other surplus areas -in.- the
{Zone. On the other hand, it
lpronibited us from buying in
the surplus areas of Andhra

at prices above the controlled

rates—this at .a time - when
‘“gtocks were not available ot
or. belaw the controlled rates.

Orders Had 'I'o
Be Cancelled

_ As for the other surplus area

"‘in the Zone, i.e., the Tanjore

District in Madras, there. again,

e -the Government of Madras, and
-on its advice the Central Gov-
> ernment, prohibitéd our Gov-

ernment till very recently from
entering the market and buying .
rice. Orders for 10,000 tons of
rice to be purchased from Tan-
jore had to be cancelled on the .
advice ‘of the, Govemment of .
India. |

Let me illustrate our dl.fﬁcul-
ty from what happened in re-
cent months: .

that the Central Government

.same. Actually, -we called

; !
Between the formatlon ot' the

Southern Food Zone and March
‘1958 we - purchased rice in'An-

‘dhra to the-extent .
tons.”* These- purchases ‘were: -~

of 15, 100

made at pricés ranging = from

: Rs. 32 to Rs. 34. per bag. Thwe, .
“as you,'can see, are ‘at the con-
trolled rate fixed by’ the Cenb—'

ra] Govemment

What Really
Happened :

From March 1958 onwards

we have been trying to do the
tenders to-the extent of -70 00

tons from. July - to - September?
1958. But no tenders were. re-;

ceived in response to. this, be-
cause the prevailing - market

-rates at that time were above

the controlled price. The Cen-
tral Government did 'not ‘ac-
cede to our request that it
should. itself procure ' supplies

at controlled rates and - give it.
to us or allow us to purchase at -

prices above the controlled rate.
It actually ‘asked us to buy at

any price from anywhere ex-:

cept the four'districts of An-’

-dhra, which means asking us

to buy rice-in a place where' it
is not available!, -

- Let me mentwn in ytmsiﬁa

,'. .

] [ .
that if we .were. a.ble to bu.y
the 70,000 tons for which we
had called for: tenders, that.
ttsel;f would have 'made us
substdfse to the extent-of Rs.

49 lakhs if the supplies- had
come at the controlled rates
. and of Rs. 108 lakhs.if. it had

- beéen at Rs. 40 per bdg at'”

" which we were allowed to
-buy after the - November
meetzng of the Food -Minis-
' ters from the Southern-Zone.
This would show that it is
not our alleged “unwtllmgness

that created those difficilties.
!
|

above-mentioned policy of - the

Central Government

Opposxtlon who -accuse us of
hlammg the Centre. when these
bare facts are mentioned by us.

I hope that they -will all agree -

‘that ‘the - responsibility - for se-.
cunng supplies from
—or rather, creating conditions

hich: supplies from outside
can be procured—rests on the
Central Government. 'I.hope’
that the ,entire people of. the
State wﬂl join the - Government
in ‘demandmg of the Central
Goyemmgnt that it should
! #SEE BACK PAGE

|

or Pa

cannot even think o
‘building a house without «
‘the CID. poking their nose
into it.

For some time, the Com-

- munist Party has been

thinking of having its own

building in Delhi to house

the offices of its’ Na.ﬁonal

Council.

When negotxahons began

with the Government of

. India, the Party was asked

. to sabmit a blue-print of .
the bailding. )

A Bombay firm of amhl-

- tects was  commissioned to

.- do the job. The blue-print’

was duly. submitted to the

concerned . department of.

. the Government.- .

.T HE Communist Party

_g@

A few days ago, a CID

tor called on the
architect in his Bomibay'
office dlong with an assis- -
-. tant, duly established his
-authority and asked the

architect to make a copy of *

‘the building. plan of the
Commanist Party a.vailable
to him.

“The architect ‘was quite

surprised—he had not ex-
peoted this' at all imx our
much-trumpeted democra-
cy. He postponed the inter-v
view. .

Next time, the assistant
"came -alone. The architect
got his brother, a well-
. known person, to sit in the
inner - office - in- em he-
needed help.

'l‘he architect told the

‘client is bound: to know

"piracy Case.
_turn to get -surprised, he

Ain duphcate. One copy can |} -
.. then' “be - quietly - hamled 3]
.overtothecm IR |

CID man ; A Why should I
give you the .copy? If the’
client comes toknow, I will.
lose the contract. And .the -

because my brother is M. G-,
Desai of ;the Meerut Cons-

It was the assistant’s

had not known about M. G.
Desai. He left hurriedly.
'l‘his was rather-embaras- . }{.
sing. .To avoid:sach nn-.
pleasantness in the fatare
we would suggest to Home )
Minister Pant to instruct
an/ departments that the
Communist Party should be.
asked to submit everything

' to subsldzse food supply”, but
our mab:l:ty to ‘get supplies,’

lam sorry that the difficul- -
ties; creéated in our way by the .

outside -

Eﬁ'ée]mﬁmn! |

are not ; © -
":‘eahsed ‘by my friends. in the -
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 pitiful remedies such as (1) curtai

| PITIFUL REMEDIES

‘"HE resolution on the rate of growth passed last
"ngek by -the Working Committee of the National
Congress is full of meaningless platitudes and insincere
promises. | ' ) -

' bigger national effort in the period of the Third Plan
and suggest new sources of capital formation. The
resolution fails miserably because the Working Com-

terests, foreign and Indian. i »
The resolution. concretely states: “The experience

" sent investment rate is too small in :relation ‘to the

$ the solution of the problem of unemployment.” This
$ is a proper answer to the World Bank and the Indian
$ vésted interests who demand that the Third Plan should
be on a lower scale than the Second. But when it corres
.to remedies to step up the rate of capital formation or
-investment, th¢ ‘Working Committee has nothing but
pitiful remedies to suggest. : :

up by nationalisation of banks, of foreign concerns or
at least by diverting all their profits| for national in-

$ vestment; and by nationalising India’s foreign trade.

But the Working Committee does not suggest, it be-
 cause it does not want to attack the e]ntrenched vesi;ed

interests. I

- ped up by an efficient running of State concerns with

ing Committee does not: suggest it. .| = -

‘arise if profits| are strictly controlled and wealth and

vaguely talks| of control of prqﬁts,}_ but experience
shows it will end in nothing. As regards further taxa-
tion on wealth and luxury, the Working Committee
does not countenance it. :

1t in capital formation is possible if measures are taken
to ingrease labour productivity. It is easy fo achieve
an enormous increase in agricultural Hroduction if only
the Congress

b

Governments embark on genuine land

Working Committee is unable to promise.it. :

labour productivity can rise enormously if the outlook
of the owner class is given up by th:e "‘employers and
the State; if. the minimum demands of the working
class are met in time by the State and industry. But

* . 3 here again the Working Committee has nothing to say.

. How then does it seek to accélerate the rate of

¢ {ioning of the State sector. This is mo doubt a rich
 'source of capital. formation but it is
- who treat the workers as their-slaves and who them-

situation, the Working Committee is suggesting only
} ent of imports;
(2) expansion of life insurance, (3) avoidanice of ex-'
pensive construction of buildings, ete. These are help-
ful auxiliaries but cannot be the main source of increa-
sed capital formation. . : .

:And finally the Working Committee reveals its
anti-mass outlook when in the name of ‘capital forma-
tion it suggests a practical freeze on wages-~“Wages
and salaries should be dependent on work done:” Is it
the case of the Working Committee’ that people are
today overpaid in relation to the work done? Everybody
kriows that the contrary is true. This proviso is no-

~ § thing but a sanction for intensification of labour with-

out any increase’in wages. . ;
worker against further productive effort.

" 'Such then is| the wisdom of the Working Commit--
tee: With this outlook the prospects of theThird Plan

. . The main purpose of the resolution is to stress the
3 need of higher! capital formation in the interests of a

mittee has no desire to lay its hands on the vested in-

of the First and Sécond Plans has shown that the pre-

needs of the country and is not adequate to ensure "

The rate of capital formation can be easily stepped’

The rate of capital formation canI be further step-

“the help of enthused workers. The Government does . -
not believe in it and the socialistically|patterned Work- -

An increased rate of capital formation can eas'ily-.
luxury are properly taxed. The Working Committee .

A rapid increase in surplus production and with

L

5 reforms ensuring land to the tiller and raising the pro- .
* 3 duction enthusiasm of the peasants.| But intent on

¢ placating all ‘kinds of vested interests, the Congress .

<

“In the private as well as.public sector of industry, V

‘capital formation? First, by a more efficient fune- -~

closed to those -

selves are corrupt.  Compared with the needs of the

. ‘This méthod jof capital formation .will only pit the

‘India has enough resources and immense man power. :

KALULAL'S KINDNESS

Dr, Kalulal Shrimall is
a - much-harassed - man
these days.  How unfair it
is for|the people mot to
appreciate his zeal in dis-
ciplining the - Banaras
Hindu University students

with armed constabulary

bayonets.

' Few, however, know that

Shrimaliji is full of kind-
ne;s—for his 'own brothers.

'@ He is sending one of

~ them, 8ri  Pannalal
Shrimali,
some UNESCO project.

@ Another “brother, "8ri:
Kesari Lal Shrimali— .

who, I understand, is not
even a graduate—has been

put on the staff of an edu~.
 cational institute, where,

of the Store Purchase Com-

. mittee. . How fruitful this

may turn out to be is yet
to be seen. -

" In his early. nondescript’

days, Dr. Shrimali himself
joined the staff of a high
.school at_Udaipur, - called
Vidya Bhavan, which was
originally started by Dr.
Mohanh Singh Mehta in

1931. Out  of overflowing

gratitude, Dr. = Shrimali,
when he became a Minis-
ter, got the Bhavan an an-
nual ald of Rs. 136,000,
.while the school could take
only 136 students. Besides,
there is'a rural institution
along with some outfit,
which together get a Gov-
‘ernment ald of Rs. 12 lakhs
per annum.: Besides, they
have already spent about

Rs. 80 lakhs on building
* and other items.

You can jimagine how.
busy Dr. Shrimali musé
have been all these years
*with. all these problems,

Naturally, how can you, -

. in all seriousness, expect
such a2 busy man to waste
time in academic | pur-

" suits? In all these, Kalu-

1alji is quite innocent: he -

has published no book or
pamphlet so tar,'l hear.

. A friend has sent me an

" interesting piece of infor-

mation : at the time of the
1942 struggle, Shrimaliji
with Dr. Mohan  Singh

" Mehta approached the Ma-

harana Bhupal Noble Col-

lege and other educational
. institutions and askedthe
students not to participate
in the national movement, .

and warned them.that if
they did join fhe move-
ment, their names would
be struck off the rolls and
deterrent actions would be

~ taken against their parents.

And this s the man who
is entrusted with the sacred
charge of imparting edu-.
cation in Free India—bear-
ing the honour of being the

" successor to Maulana Azad!
must be considered to be very bleak indeed. No big .~ o
national effort fis possible without, ‘repudiating - it. .-

é«pUBLIC C0-OPERATION”
E hear quite”a lot

UR; Education Minister,

abroad . under

" public_ cooperation at gy
levels.”. N

‘- Curlously emough, if -
you go to a district, rarely -

do you find the existence
of any other political
.- party but the Congress -

" recognised in official ef- .
forts at securing public .

cooperation. Any number ' -

. of instances are availablé:

Here is one from Punjab:
Some ‘time ago, the Chief
Secretary of the - State .
Government sent out.a -
circular to all Deputy Com- -

missioners where he ex- -

pressed his intimate feel-
ings that “at present, the
National S8avings movement
is mainly in Government
hands” .. | ’
And he elaborated. hia
views on the subject ; “The
idea 1s to assoclate with it
non-official  organisations
of social outlook . to the
largest extent and-eventu-
ally pass the National Sav-
ings movement on to the
public agencies.” ‘
With this laudable objec-
tive in view, the Chief Se-

- cretary directs his officers

to “set up Distrlet and
Sub-Divisional . Advisory

Committees Immediately.”

‘Who- should . constitute

_ these Committées? Clear-

cut instructions were laid

- down )
“Officials who are con~ :

cerned in this work and

non-officials - namely
. -bullding

i

MLAs, MLCs, the District
Congress Presiderits, se-
- lected Municipal Com-
" missioners, social organ-
' isations and trade unions,
should also be represent-
ed on these Committees.”

So, the only political
party that the Chief Secre-
tary could think of is the
District Congress. I suppose
the trade union that he
-could stand is only the
INTUC. : I

' Suppose this had hap-

. pened in Kerala, and in
such ' a drive, only the
District Secretary of the
Communist Party had

- been taken. At -once,
Dhebarbhai would have .
found irrefutable proo?

. of Communist dictator-
- ship. Bri|Asoka Mehta
would have howled and
_Dr..K. B. Menon would
gg.ve' shrieked and faint-

 POLICE CO-OPERATION

SOMETIMES public co-
. operation ‘scares our
careworn bureancrats and
they finally call in thelr
|favourite—the police. )
" Another Punjab example:
The Deputy Commissioner
of Amritsdr a few ‘months"
ago wrote a. letter -to the
Vice-President of .the Tex-

- tile .Ekta Mazdoor Union

at Chheharta about getting

. young .men and women for

training in Civil: Defence .

- .tructor “approathed some
. of the.factory owners, but

the labour did not respond

T

. measures.. He complained ¥ .
. that- the Government Ins- =

i

triictor to discuss details

- with themv !

No reply. 8o, a reminder .

was sent to' the Deputy
Commissioner. ¥et-no re-
ply. Pérhaps, by then, the

. D.C. was-scared of the idea .

-of public cooperation.
Instead, it appears, the
scheme has been worked
throngh the agency of
the police. -Naturally, - 1n
place of hundreds only a
' few dozens were trained.

. HELPING CO:0PS -

IKE
=% ‘tion,” another
very much in vogue at
present ..is
The Prime Minister is
divinely enthusiastic over

. it, but I wonder if he knows

how these co-ops function.

Here Is a simple case in-

which no-- Communist is

involved : .
The District Convener of

the Bharat Sevak Samaj in

. Jodhpur has taken up the

idea of cooperatives seri-

ously. I understand he has '

formed as many as four-

- teen such socleties, mostly -

deallng with road and

these, there is a consumers’
co-op—formed mainly by
truck . owners—dealing
in spare parts and acces-

- sories.
The co-op1s working well. -

But the goods that they
need are not available to
them. The wholesale deal-
ers and manufacturers of

~these spare parts are not

willing to give them sup-

plies direct. They want. the

©o-op to approach the local
déalers, who naturally sell

mission. .

The co-op has made
repeated representation
to the Government but
nothing has been done.
_Even the facilities ex-
tended to a retailer is not

granted to a cooperative. -

- HELPING THEMSELVES -

FELLING Dandakaranys

to the Bengali refugees
has become a headache for
the Govérnment. Neither
frowns nor exhortations nor
implorings seem to work.

8o, one 0f Calcutta’s pro-

minent dailles undertook to
bring out a special supple-
ment devoted to Dandak-

_aranya.-- - :

For this act of sacrifice,
it is) to get all the print-
ing jobs-.from the Dan-
dakaranya -- authorities.
Such ‘nation-building ‘ef-

", forts do not go unrewards
ed. I hedr, the venfure

will fetch them Rs. two -

* lakhs, .-

“public  coopera-
term.

“cooperative.” .

works. ‘Among

.the ‘articles on huge com- . :

v

. was once again indicated by
‘men

4: pleted.

" to the local bodies took place,

. The Congréss, -though yet
‘remaining the first organised -
‘party in the State, has receiv-

" notorious Wisconsin Sena- -

" jmposing thought-control on

" rectly or indirectly to excite

* enmity = between

.

~

THE growth of the Com: - which hfld%:nly‘m two l;%s,i_t
munist Party to become,: been able %o seoure &% £530-
e o oy n Gy B AT OB
litical life of Uttar Pradesh the. pocket - borough of the
Rani of the former Tehrl State
who has now, with all her - .
friends and relations, jolned .
the Congress; and the- other,
.in Sandi (Hardoi), is the po- ...
Zcket borough: of the well-
known taluqdar, Begum Aijaz
Rasul who is now a Congress

the results of the supple-
, municipal elections
which have now been com- -
Last yéar when' the-elections

no elections were held to 11
municipalities and two town

areas.  Hence one can ‘say that the

the old feudal reactionaries
with whoni it has allled itself.

ed a severe beating. Out of the .
Besides these, only in three

13 bodies to which elections

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAAANY

THOUGHT-CONTROL |
~ IN PUNJAB
~ UNIVERSITY

been given sach wide vowers
that he now becomes the’
virtual dictator of the Uni- -
versity. An employee has not

JMCCARTHY is' dead but
McCarthyism lives on -
—and not only in the USA.

Recently a committee of the.  oooh the right to file a civil
Punjab University Syndi- smit againr;‘; the - University -
- eate. formulated serviceé  jn . respect’ of any -order
rules for its employees ~ affecting his condition of
which can easily find a place service or disciplinary  ac-

tion against him. One won-
ders whether the framers of '
*such rules are aware of the
Indian Constitution and its
- provisions. '

in any collection of the

tor's works. , -
The rules that have now
been framed surpass vaen 2:2
hated Essential Services : _
i y '+ move for thought-control is
in certain respects and aim &t e reated by another recent
all crplogees. of -the Univer- incldent. In a meeting
sity. - . :
@Wnet us Jook at mm°’°t°mmh§nb2e came unél;rﬁﬂre
' these rules. “No employe? and has been removed from
shall take. part, subscribe in the syllabus. It seems the die-.
aid of or assist in any way any }lnatgh core | ot mf}ryasés%gn;tg
olitical  movement.” e University Sena
pord“ litical movement” hag- DOt like this novel which re-
:gen g:ﬁned. as “any move- latés to the pre-independence.
e activity tending ai- period and portrays the ideal=
reotly -ism of a youth - for -Hindu-
Muslim unity. What made
them angrler |
the author had dared fo attack
the orthodoxy of certain reli-

disaffection . against of to
embarrass the Government as
established - by law and to
promote feelings of hatred of h
different - - -
-.As 1t haPPell'ltS v;irfh every
: institution worth* the name
“11;:1%11;‘: g:]cgl'l" or to disturb Punjab today, all the fac-
iy vio ainst whom - Honal intrigues and squabbles
t.hIi: irsmgbiso%sir:cgted_agamst - of the Pradesh Congress have
those - teachers Who do, not e:l{ls‘;gﬂ-t:go the Punjab Uni
“gubscribe to the policies and . » Y0O.
ideologies of the ruling party.

_classes of - subjects. of the

that dominates the Univer-

two local bodies as gifts from - 5€

How well-calculated 1s the

~ of the Senate, a. Hindt novel,

still was that -’

At the moment, the group

- or University.”

A teacher of Political Sci-

" ence commented that in the

* dlass room he would have-

" 4o teach what the ruling -
: wants  him to. For

- ! instance, the Constitution of

.| the USSR is taught in_ the
- B.A. classes. But no-teacher
‘will be able to give an ob-
jective estimate of the Con-
stitution since that would

‘sity is alignéed with Chief

r s n‘ El ’ >
some younger elements de-
cided to break this mono-
‘poly and put up their own

candidates for the Semate—
. an effort which did not suc-

ceed because eéven Ministers

are said to have gone round -

canvassing against them.
College teachers, both of

violate - this rule and he yniversity and private ‘col-

‘could be hauled up for that.
Further,

1 leges, are perturbed over these
“no ~ employe® developments and feel that

shall canvass or otherwise = the newly-elected Syndicateis

or use his. influence in con-

" interest himself or' interfere  incapable of defending the
autonomy

of the - University

nection with or take part in” “and would succumbf.oponﬂcal

elections to Parliament, State  pressure,..

Legislature;i Local --Authority-
This also has dangerous

Ny

The dem d'torAdemocratl-

sation of the University Act is
bound to come up-again. Now

* implications. The Punjab Uni- out of 85 members of the

versity Act has feserved cer-

.ats on the University - the {
faln gee by Chancellor' is not elected by . -
the Senate. It can be safely
asserted that it is the present

B nate without the composition of the University .
Hon to the e 1 Senate that constitutes the

. Senate for teachers. But -ac-
- cording to this rule, no Uni-
versity teacher can seek elec-

. prior permission of the 15-

Senate, 35 are nominated by

Changellor. The. . Vice-

.'.:. Also avaﬂabie : S
X-Ray Films of high sensitivity

‘others has the Congress em-
-erged . as the single largest

' Congress has received these -party.-In all, it has secured 75

ats.in the 13 elected'bodles.
The Communist Party has

absolute majority in the co-called

-men” came to the Communist
Party and asked for its sym-.
‘bol.© When  the Communist.
: -oblige: them,
".they trooped to the P8P,
which jumped at the.oppor- .
tunity. It was they who won
the seats aud the town area

Gangoh Municipality in
Saharanpur (winning 12 oat
of 16 seats) and won a total
of 23 seats in all the bodles.
S8ix members of the People’s
Pemocratic Front, an ally of
the Communist Party, have

‘won with the Party's active .

support. Thus ~ the total

* number of seats secured by

the Party and its close allies

‘is 29.

The Praja Socialist Party,

which has the largest group in -
the State Assembly after the
Congress, has secured a majo-
rity in two bodies, one muni-
‘cipality and one town area. :
The way they won Akbarpur
Town Area—and has now lost
it, makes an interesting story
of opportunism.

Due, to rampant groupism in

" the State and. particularly inby. m;lepeﬁdénts. " They have

Uttar Pradesh : Local Bodies Election Besults Show

Kanpur, in which the town of ~ an absolute majority in five of
Akbarpur lies, Congress tickets the. 13 bodies.. CT

“official

for the PSPl

.. But that i3 not the end of |
the story. Latest reports are
that the five ex-Congressmen

‘were given to-people who Hll
_the other day had belonged
to the Soclalist Party. ~The

Congress-

of Akbarpur- who had joined. -
the PSP.have once again gone- .
back to the Congress fold. The -

total number of seats won by where
the PSP in all the bodies have _ place
thus been reduced from-25
20! And the ‘Akbarpur. Town

Ares, too, 1s/lost for them! ° .

The Jan Sangh has also won  gré:

about 20 seats. But
‘number—89-—have

' FOR BRILLIANT SNAPS AND.

buy only

on blue safety base-tropical
emulsion and in tropical pacl.n-’

ing.

Cine films positive fine grain .-

35 mm.

Y

tropical emulsion.

Fotopan fine grain roll films with -

Thus there is still a-vast
vote in the State which is

not allied to any

political party. While it -

shows the weakness of the

‘Left parties, it also provides -
" a.free hunting ground ‘for

communal elements as well’
as 'the . political pirates of
the Congress. It is from this

" crowd- of independents that -

the Congress. leadérs of the

- State will now, using thelr .

power of patronage, try to
buy votes and create thelr

. artificial 'majorities where .~ ° -
no organised_. party has got .

it.! . :
The people of the areas

ntender. against - the Con=

béen won issue of December 8.
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these . elections” fook "
are~ ‘already .talking- -~ .
to - about ‘the .emergence of the . — -
. Communist Party as-the chief: .~

, S The National Herald,
the largest too, has noted this fact in ita- .
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}INDIA AND THE WORLD

LAST week the Lok Sabha '
discussed. and endorsed .

the - foreign .policy of the

. Government of India. This

. week the Rajya Sabha did
the samé. The Prime Minis-
ter -opened and concluded
the debate and with what he

. |
said on the varlous issues

* and the way. the debate .

‘went off, the colomahsts
and the War-mongers would

not be happy. :
Pandit Nehru persuasively—
answered Gen. Ayub’s allega-

tion ‘that India was trying to 7

" “isolate” Pakistan and. cor-
rectly stated that it was the

. outcome of “the wrong line of

thought” that Pakistan’s lea-
ders had been following all
along. - India’s opposition ‘to
the Baghdad Pact had been
played up as an attempt -to

. isolate Pakistan. “I would liKe
+ . to disabuse President Ayub..

of this idea that we
wish anythmg but well of

:-Pakistan. We do wish it well -

because looking at it. from our .
point of view that is advant-. .

<. -ggeous to. us and it is not good ;
.. for us to try to lsolate ‘Pak-.
- fstan.” -

:Pandit Nehru expressed In-
dia’s fraternal. admiration at’

the emergence of an “African -

personality” and that after
centurles of suffering the Afri-
can nations were “ﬁnding
their souls.”
He expressed India’s sym-
.. pathy. with Algeria - “where
for several years there ‘has
béen a most bloody conflict
and ;all Kinds of excesses
had been committed.” -He
appealed to Gen. de Gaulle
- to recognise “the basic fact

- that the questmn eannot be

~settled except in the “full

freedom of Algena.”

‘He explained his: Govern-
ment’s non-recognition -of the
Provisional Government -on
the- ground- that it had not
fulfilled the normal tests and

_, ‘that “it would be a brave ges-

ture ‘with no particular mean-

) "He adm.ltted the sxtuatxon in
Goa 'was not satisfactory.
Some' Indians and a large.
number of Goans were still in
Jail.

The Prime Mimster express=

. ed himself against the parti~

tion of Cyprus which is the

- Brltlsh plan. In the UN. de-
. bate, Sri V. K. Krishna Menon

had ‘alregdy -supported the

- demands -of Cypriots for self--
- determination.

.-The Prime Mmister admit-
ted that though nothing much

“had been done to implement

the economic resolution of the
Bandung Conferénce, the In- -
dian Government sought to
achieve economniic cooperation.
with the countries of the red -

gion.

Referring to the Geneva

Conference, he said “that-is
slow. progress, but nievertheless
‘it -is hopeful progress.”
pleaded for the stoppage of
nuclear tests as the first step
towards disarmament and the

. end of the cold war.

He saw “a dangerous situa-
tion” in the East-West tension
over Berlin. He, however, did
‘not state from ‘which side
came the danger and which

. was offering a pea.ceful and

just-solution. |
" Communist spokesman
Bhupesh - Gupta maie ~a
notable contribution to the
~ debate, which sought to
“further’ strengthen| our for-
-eign policy. He, characteris-

-ed the emergence of military-

" . dictatorships in Asia as a

*« “menace to the security and

‘independence of Afro-Asian
countries.”” He -held U. S. -
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. He -

mrpena.hsm guilty. He tried’
who suggest that the Bagh-

dad Pact had become mori- -

bund after the Irag revolu-
. tion

He asked the Indian Gov-
ernment to support the Soviet
proposals for making Berlina

de-milltansed, free ‘city.. He -

urged upon the Prime Minis-
ter to recognise the German

‘Democratic Republic as the.

Indian - contribution - to - the

process of peaceful ‘solution of.

the German problem. He also
pleaded for ‘the recognition of
the Provisional Government
of Algeria. He pressed for
speeding up de Gaulle for the
~de jure transfer of . Pondi-
-cherry. He. suggested that

v India should buy. arms from

other ' countries to. meet the
threat from iricreased - US.

aid. to Pakistan. He also
p psed that steps 'should be
-taken’ to inculcate the.spirit
‘0f democracy ‘amorng ~ our
armed forces. =

pealed - to the Prime. Minister
" to take the lead in bringing all
parties: together and-. bring’
about national” cooperation to
implement the basic issues of
our foreign policy. It is only
when all the patriotic, anti-

colonialist, - peace-loving forc--

es of the Indian people get
united and actively campaign
among the mass of the people
. for India’s independent for-
eign policy that the reaction-
ary ' pro-American :elements
will be silenced, the popular
elements in. Pakistan get
courage and the anti-colo-

_nialists - and peace forces, in-

countries have
Yor India.

the
greater

other
respect

Against the new threat from:

the USA'via Pakistan, we need

to rouse .our own people thus.

PAK DICTATOR

AGAIN ,
RIENDS of America within

our country have been

trying. to-put across the line
that the Americans will make
-the Pak rulers behave, for the
Americans
friendship. It is the inherent
irony of the situation that
President Ayub. himself has
helped to - discredit these at-

tempts to blindfold the Indlan -

people. :

‘On.December 12, he describ-
ed the conditions in India as
“no.better than they were in
Pakistan  before October 7,”-
the day the Martial Law was
proclaimed!

© .He virtually ~ charged
. India for the border. inci-

dents when he said :* “The
" sooner they are stopped the
- better, but if they. go on, we

know how to answer them.”

- Kashmir was “a question of

life and death.” .

plained of “an organised and

central.ly controlled - cam-
paign against Pakistan by

India.” .

‘With such an outlook we

"have to prepare our people

‘against continuing -border in-
cidents and the cold-war type

_of propaganda over the canal

waters dispute and Kashmir. -

'CONSTITUTIONAL GARB

Gen. Ayub has talked tc the

.BBC Correspondent in a tele-

vised interview that he would
complete the task on hand in

about a year’s time and then o
e
print for the political future ’

think' of preparing his blue-

of Pakistan. -

He. claimed that Pakistan
had a “representative Govern-
ment” and also “the substance
of democracy

‘to shake up the complacent -

The Communist 1eader ap~’

needed. Indian

" He com- .

- Like his - predecessor, Mr.
Ghulam Mohammad, ‘he is
flirting with _the idea of a
Constituent Assembly, but
purely nominated. y

i He is out to perpetuate nis
autocratic regime ‘under 1“a.
Presidential - system- of Gov-._

ernment.” The Legislature

would have to confine itself

to legislative work and would
not’ be allowed to interfere
with the executive.

“‘He thinks “it is ‘inferiority
complex” to consult othet
Constitutions.”

- Pakistan’s reactionary rulers
are trying to make themselves
‘more: presentable before the
public audiences of -the West,

but their- handicaps: are -in-

surmountable
i. The latest Pakistan Mar-
tial Law regulations show
that for promoting feelmgs
. of enmity or hatred against
' the Government, the pun-
ishment is five years, for
convening . . or’
. meetings- or processions of a
: political nature, it is seven

-years, for strikes and aglta- :

tlons, ten years.
After all this, the Pak dle-

tator claims his administra-

tion to be “lenient” because no
death penalty has been im-
posed so ‘far. Only last . week,
the Baluch Gandhi, Khan
" Abdul Samad Khan, was sen-
_tenced to fiffeen years’ rigor-
ous imprisonment for his sup-
posed anti-State , activitiés.
This week, Faiz, the greatest
poet of Paklstan has been

- arrested soon after his arrival

from the Afro-Asian Writers’
Conference at Tashkent. There
is ‘not a progressive. inteliec-

‘tual or 'a patriotic leader

whom anyone of us knows who
is free in-the Pakistan of to-
day.
. The International League
for the Rights of Man, a
- powerful consultant body of
the UN,, in a letter to. Mr.
Mammarsk;oeld, has called
the attention of the UN. to
the: suspension: of ‘human
rights under the new mili-
* tary regime in Pakistan.

. PAK ECONOMY

The Pak Planning Board
Chairman indicated early this
month that the plan: which
would cover -the period from
January 1960 - to December
1964 would not be “an ambi-

_tious one,” and that the ful-

filment of the exist.ing plan

in many ‘sectors had *been
“rather dismal.”
Most of the big projects

proposed Dby the Pakistan’s

Industrial - ‘ Development Cor- '

poration -and sanctioned by
the former Noon Government,

are being shelved. The steel -

plant sanctioned earlier after
a long. controversy has been
eliminated on the advice ot

" ‘the “foreign experts.”

Under -the new .regime a.ll
proposals for heavy industries
have been given up. Mr. Abdul -
Kdsim, the new Minister of
Industry; on December 9, stat-

ed that- -emphasis’- would be .

laid - on the development of
medium and small industries.
He welcomed foreign private
capital and ‘know-how to
collaborate with local capital.
“Proper safeguards would be
provided | for foreign private
capital investmen‘l: ™ he assu.r-

It is obvnous that U.S.
“aid” has cancelled Pakis-
tan’s industrialisation and *
all. that .ig. allowed is con-
sumer industries with U.S.
participation and -the l’ak

_ NEW AGE

attending

" the

" year,

market is thus. guarapteed
‘for the exploitation of U.S.
capital and for harvesting
super proﬂts. . .
" Pakistan is likely to have a
record deficit in its foreign
trade during 1958, according
to the Times of Karachi, Dec-
ember 8. In the first nine-
months of this' yéar, the un-
favourable balance of trade

‘was.  406_mililon ‘rupees as
‘492 millions in the -

against
whole year-of 1957. The Kara-
chi paper itself states that the
factors responsible: were ‘re-
cessionary trends in the world
commodity :market, subsidised
sale of U. S. farm surpluses.
and-the formation  of the
European Common Market.”

On November 28, the Pak
Finance Minister said in his
Press: Conference that there.
was an inflationary situation
in the country and the recent
anti-inflationary. . measures
taken by the new regime had
failed to produce the desired
result.

" It is obvious enough that the
Pak economy is not being

stabilised but rendered miore -

unstable under the new dls-
pensat'lon. .

U, S. CRISIS ARD
INDIA

WHEN MorarJi Desal was
the Industries -Minister -
-and Communist spokesmen in
Parliament warned the coun-
try against the effects of U.S.

recession, Sri Desai had scoff-

ed at the idea.of the “deve-
.loping” Indian economy suf-
fering under any such disease.

During -the present Parlia-
mentary  session, when?  the
position of India’s export trade-
‘was debated in the Lok Sabha,
Morarji’'s .successor, Sri Lal
Bahadur Shastri, frankly ad-
mitted that the fall in India’s
export earnings “had, in fact,
resulted largely from “the de-
clining commodity prices and
set-back in economic
- activity -in some of the highly
‘industrialised countries, more

. particularly in the U.S. and

later in West Europe.” Accord-
ing to him, due to this wide-
spread recession, the prices of
some of India’s primary pro-

ducts had fallen by 18 to 20 .
 per cent. A

Conmunerce Mmister Nitya-
nand Kanungo himself re-
vealed the ﬁg’uros ‘of the
huge losses in foreign ex-

, change due to the economic
- erisis in the capitalist world,
. particularly in the U.S. He
- estimated the loss at 310
- ‘million rupees last year and.

‘- over 180 millions during the

--first half of this year. In-’
dia’s loss of foreign ex-
- change in hertrade with the-
- U.S. -during the same peri-
ods - was. over 72 million.
- rupees and 30 m:lhon mpees
respectively. -
" During the first half of this
India lost 47.2 million
rupees on tea, 40.8 million on
manganese ore, 14.5 million on
cdshew' kernels, ~11.8 million

" on raw cotton and 5 7 million’

on shellac.

- Export ﬂg'ures also showed
a sharp decline. For example,
India’s tea exports were. 440
million 1bs.-last year compar--

ed to 520" million the previous

year. Tea. exports to the US.
last year were 23 as against
28 millfon 1bs. in the previous
year. The price of tea declined

-from Rs. 2.80 per 1b in 1956 to"

Rs. 25 per 1b in the first half
of this year.

i

“clusion:
40 years ago was a backward -

‘Members belonging . to, all
parties expressed grave con-

cern at the fall in prices of.
primary
' goods and the unfair terms of

_‘India’s exportable

trade. .
It is by deprossing our

. prices that the U.S. mono- -

. polists make HUNDREDS of
_millions of dollars from

‘Afro-Asian countries and -

give TENS of millions as

perpetuate the cycle under
which they can go on grow-
ing richer and we poorer. -

President Eisenhower . has’
. himself ' declared that “U.S.

foreign ald was not  just

Christian charity or Red Cross

help. Such assistance to other
countries was for the besh
interests of the USA.” (Wash-
ington December 11, Reuter)

THEY ARE I.OSING

. The
sided reliance on the capitalist
- West are being realised . by
_wider ecircles . of Indian opi-
.nion. - Henge .. the efforts o
expand trade with the Social-
ist countries. This week, the
. trade agreements Wwith ‘the
Soviet Union, Poland,- Eas$
Germany, - negotiated by the
K. B. Lall Mission, were' laid
on . the table -of Parliament
and have. beenr generally .wel-
comed. ’

"The- signiﬁcance of the new

economic plans of the USSR

-and People’s-China and their

impact on India has not been .

missed by the ruling cireles of
the West. In fact, it is worry-
ing them no end. .

The British Conservativa'
Sunday newspaper, The People
(December 7) declared : “The
West is quickly - loosing the
economic war- with Commun-
ism:... This year China has

doubled its output of steel and"

doubled its output.of .grains.

"Add that colossal achievement

to what we know is happening
in Russia and you will realise
that the Communist half of
the world is making mockery
of our industrial progress.”

- It expressed concern that

the achievements of Soclalist:

planning would . exert great
influence = on the Asian and
African countries.

The.
writes with undisguised fear
that “the dramatic progress of
the Reds  in the ;

est effect “on the countries:

which recently embarked on .

the path of independent deve-
lopment.”

The New York Times has--

tens to assure its readers thas
no leader in the Western
States is inclined to “minimise
the significance of the Soviet
economic . challenge.”
newspaper arrives at the con--
“Russia, which only

country;will serve as a splen-
did example of rapid. econo-
mic development. It is per-
fectly clear that this will make
a deep impression on the peo-

ples who don’t see a real way -

out in the conditions of a free
(capitalist—PCJ) economy.”*
Economic relations with the

countries of the Socialist camp °

is saving the Afro-Asian na-
tions from bankruptcy. This is-
also “helping them to get the
wherewithals for their indus-
trialisation and also’ puts
them in a better bargaining
position with -the West.:

~.—P._C. JOSHI
{(December 17, 1958)
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" foreign aid, and thus seekto -

" cause there were contradictions

‘implication of ome-'

@ Under .

- Development .

Wall  Street Journal.

economie -
field” will have their strong- -

The -

} VER and over again I was

assured ° by .
| Party members tbat ‘thie ‘idea
came from the people and not.
from .above. -Indeed, .the .parti-
cular one .I went ' to «(Suiping
County in. Honan Province, now
known as the Weixing or: Spu-

tnik Commung) had its ‘begin-
nings in the Yeeth of‘a proposal
by ‘the ‘Progmcidl :Communist

Party-Secire ‘that‘the coope-

" ratives should be smaller, that

they -should devote more. “of
their funds to consumption and
less to accumulation, should re-
turn the collectively-managed

. “animals to individual care and .cretary was-proposing to make

expand the individual vegetable
plots, orchards and s0 on of the
peasants. -

conA_o_lcnqus
He made this proposai be-
(as they say). These were: -

6 Water conservancy on the
scale required was beyo

the physical means of the co- 7

operatives, and beyond the-

.finanecial means of many. If & -

reservoir was built to serve two .

" cooperatives there were disputes

as to its use. Some coopera-
tives, instead of combining to
build a reservoir, each started
to build its own — and often
could not finish them.

) Afforestation — there is a.
lot of mountainous land m

this County  as well

plain land. The- eooperativeo

on the mountains had much land

and few people, vice versa on

the plains. Xf the ' mountain

_ people planted trees they could

‘not care for them, and. finan-
cially could not afford to wait
the required number of years
for the fruit, timber or what
"have you.,_

@ Pastiiring — same thing.

Fewer cattle in the moun-
tains; relatively more. pasture,
shortage of Iodder on the plains,

or scettered pa.sturage wh,lch

wasted labour, ete.

the 40-Point Pro=
© gramme for Agncultural
(whxch has, I
found, the -most’ absolute sup-
port from eweryone) everyone
had to plant a certam variety of
crops in each area. ‘But there
were: differences. in soils, ter-

. rain and so on. One co-0p had

land good for.sesamum, another
land good for cotton, but each
had to grow both—with the

result that the plans did not '

work out. In other words irra-
tional use of land.

© The. oooperatwes had not

enough funds to step up |

capital construction as wanted.
I can best-illustrate this by.say-
ing.that they - told-me -& me-

. dium-sized cooperative- in ‘t.hat

area would not:be. able to ac-
.cumulate enough.to buy a trac-
tor for flve years- at the existing

" ‘fate of development. What were

formerly .27 cooperatxves in one
area, have however, since the
formation of :the. Commune, al-
ready . put -the money: down- for
98- tractors—and: only- had : not -
received :them because they.are,
of course, on a; waltmg list. .
i) There were wide dxscrepan-
cies between. ‘advanced’-and
‘backward’ - cooperatives.: The
poorer -ones .would;: have - liked
~ help from the wéalthier. .but -
there was no provzsion for; ﬂna.

PEDPLE’S IDEA ;

'nngs, they told me,,the PeoT;:
ple started: “last’ wx;g__,talkins

DECEMBER 2!-‘19&
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+Communist ‘tive. They’d had some experi-

about a ta she or big coopera-

“ence of what this would do be-.
cause in the previous summer

they.had had to tackle a pro- -

longed .drought and the-only. -
way to solve it was “like a mi-

‘fitary operation”—i.e., by com-
. binining “‘forces and making

them ‘very ‘mobile. “They had -
-never ‘heard 'of a Commune,
but-many had seen. Sov:et films

of collective and socialist farms, =

-and  thought large-scale orga-
nisation was a good thing.

' So while the Provincial Se-

things smaller, the people were
discussing ‘making things larger.
Fortunately, the leadership:. of
the Communist -~ Party had its

.ear to the ground, and at the

provincial gatherings it held
prior to the Second Session of
the Eighth Congress, was al-

- ready coming to the conclusion

that wider organisation was the
way to get to Socialism quicker

MILLEON S

'B@'@@E

‘The Co’mmune-was tonned on
- April 24, as a.“big cooperative’
and in May recewed word from
the' Central. Committee that it
was a “People’s Commune”, not

a “Commune” (because though
the ownership - has widened, it
was not yet ownershxp by the
whole people)

The enthusiasm is indescri~
" bable, I never in my life sow
so many contented faces. The
harvest was phenomendl, the
Spee.d. with which they got it
in, planted the next crops, etc.,
_ ete., was phenomenal too. And
. with the released labour force
that arose: from better orga-
nisatum, they were able. to
start getting their own iron
out. of a néarby mountain
group (stated -to have more
than Anshan) = whete, one
month after the start—ie. at
the time I was there—they
were - already getting: out
500 tons of .ore a.day. )

EMANCIPATION

Most of this they were-send=~
ing to the County town, but' a

whole battery of small furnaces
had’ sprung up:and as the pea-
sants finished ‘their-autumn jobs
(the- winter. wheat already
sprouting -nicely and the sweet -

potatoes were almost in): they
went off in- - batches - to ismelt
iron. All along -the- roads one

ndet - groups; with their-bedding

rolls and’a-bundle-of firebricks
(firebricks appeared to-be"a-sort:
of -“admission - ticket'' to- the
site) to start - their-own ‘ovens:

" The setting up, of village Te-
staurants, nurseries and. old.
People’s, Homes seemed _to_me.
-the real answer  to. women's
_emancipation.. Said_the’ women,.
 dining rooms save:thém. at least”
fqur hours: work. a day_ (they,

. used to; walk aboyt, three miles..
. a, day,_round’ the -stone .quern

gcmdmg the ; flour).; . - - In -one.
area_of 9,000 - families,” they,
have. now.sat: up;295-dining.
rogms. with... fige cnoks: m—

Dulles calls At “a! backward system of mass sla-

¢ véry.” He grieves for “the ancient and. rich culture

‘of China, the ‘respected ‘customs ‘and 'beliéfs “of its

people. .
terated i in the name of

. .their family life” ‘which “are Being ‘obli-
the ‘great leap.forward’.”

Dulles and ‘his-kind ‘had 'done ‘all ‘they- could to pre- -
vent the Communists from liberating China. Today

they would like ‘to “wish

it away—but ‘they _can’t,

mere wishing cannot sweép away ‘the colossus. They
have tried to-close their eyes but. China’s ‘transform-

' ation “into a great milifary and industrial Power”

has become a nightmare for them, tormenting  them
even in their dreams. So the sudden love for China’s
ancient culture and customs, so the attempt to take .

foolish dreams.

. in the gullible, the effort to isolate China. But what
‘Leave . alone Asia which wateches

- China’s amazing, progress with bated breath, here is

what’ a British visitor to China, one from ‘Dulles’s ,
“free” world, says about the leap forward. She knows .
"China and the Chinese language well -and_saw and ~

studied the People’s Communes.

The -article here, is

extracted from her letter to an Indian friend.who him-.
self has visited China before and after the. Jiberation
and vouches for the accuracy and rmpartlahty ,\of her

observations.—EDITOR.

T

saving 7,515 times four hours
every day!

" .Secondly = the nurs‘eri'oa and

0ld Péople’s Homes free them

from further hoisehold wr’&d.

Thirdly, they now get wages,
and what is more important, the
wages are paid to them, not to
the head of the family as under
the old. “work-point” system. A
woman fold me that under the
old-co-op she had to cook, mind
the kids, ete., and managed to
earn about 6 yuan twice a year
which was paid to her husband
as head of the family who pas-
sed it to his mother to lay out.

.So if she wanted a reel of thread:

she had to ask her mother-in-
law.” Now, she gets five or €

yuan a- month, paid into. her-

own hands. (The first thing she
did was to buy her monther-in-
law'a present of cloth—“it was’
the first time I could show her

my filial affection,” , she ex-
plained). ., o
And since grain and most- .

vegetables in this co-op are “on’

‘supply” in addition to the mon-
thly wage they can eat'as much:

as they ] hke three . times a -day:

So can evéryone:in the family -

—kids at.the nursery, old peo-
ple at the:OPH. The effect on-
big families. with small labousr’

power is: of course:tremendous. -
The- general ~ thing is to have®

what . they call “improved liv-
ing” every five or six days—i.e.
to eat meat, which they pay for.’

Twice.a.year. was about the*
record - for eatmg -meat in- thei

past.

EDUCATION

Finally education.’ N‘ow 93"
per-cent ‘of “school ' age’ kids®
can-go-to-school and it will be
100-per- cent soon:: They have
set ‘up. “Red and EZpert” col-

: leges,-and new middle schools’
(isn't it interesting “incident-

ally that the educationists are™

now-comirig to advocate four
hours’ ‘work ‘and four hours’
study as Rewi<Alley:and Md=-

karenko both did), two ag'ri-
NEW AGEr

.and ‘the possibility

cultural tech‘nical _schoolk,_ome

joiif-jlear Worke r-Pea-
sant College: (160 students),
199 Kindergartens, 93 niirge-
. fles, 21 lib¥aries, 21 . clubs,
etg“ht, spare ‘tHme’ tﬁeatre
groips, 28 choifs -afid uarioue
spof'ta teams o

It xs not, of. course, true to-

say tHat the ~Communes came

solely from fthe peoplé. They.
came from thé “Mass Lirie,” the’
General Line for Socialist Con-
struction, the 40-~Point . Pro-
gramhme for Agricultural Deve-
lopment; from China’s circum-

stances, ' - and. from the Great:
Debate - on -Socialism, which .
cleared the people’s thinking

about what road they wanted to
take, and whether it'was better -

in unity “to “work hard for three -

years and live well for a thou-
sand” or plod along slowly with
gradual’ individual betiermeént
‘of ‘a Te<
growth of rich and- poor, dis-

" unity, usury, and ‘even’a return

to the old days

IDEOLOGY :

So- the 1deoiog1cal " struggle *
really comés. first. One gets-the
feeling on return to’ Pekmg that

- the peasants are more pohtxca]ly

advanced tharn (at any rate). the
city intellectuals, who still have
fears, - Leftist and- nghtlst
ideas, a disinclination to face
the fact that tor.thoee three

years they may have to endure .
a little dlS(‘Dme!‘f orf, mn}ﬁ- .

sely, a sort 0f rush to “get it
ovet” like soinéons dwmg into
a cold stréam.”

I hive heard o! people (a)
selling” their books of ‘furniture
50’a8 10 ‘eniter Communes—when
they” cOme—-wlth no’ property

and-=—(b) buying furniture” and
things"s6 as'to enter Communes
with noé méney. Thess, ot
cotyse, are’ bourgeoxs folks, And
" théy" are P

o One‘”meeﬁ ﬁne lntenectua
" all over the” coufitryjside who
. have already . "sacrijloed"

L 'x'.

as

Ry mewasa wsgma sA aa.,.

,cmnfortable hom.ea and !obl
" to go: amiteachinﬂtenéw
technical colieges, ‘ete., in the .
Communes—and are looing

BN

"+ i1 A soil biologist in @ newly

jounded = four-year’ H

school made me a long speech
-about: his ezperimental work
on bacterzal fertilizer, insisted
on 'y looking.at it under thc

- microscope, , ami}ﬁnished up,

in one bfeath ‘with the rest of
his talk

, learned more and dorie more
in ;four months he're than I

. did in four yeafs at_college
whwh .proves the correctness
of the Party’s line in 8endmg
intellectuals to. the countrv-
S'lde n' s

I would not say, in answer te
© your questlon, that -the. sendms
of the: mtellectuals to the" coun-
* tryside had been a big factor in’
- the formation of-Communes—X. -
think the countryside changed -
the intellectuals more than they
changed it, for the peasanis are

" now clearer-slghted than mﬁ

and in the big move to’ “
bine theory and practlce"
practical man at the moment
on top. The youth are queeti
ing everything - that’s in f.he
“books, the Commumsts at
1évéls with their “expenmen
plots" are expenmentmg wi

PO

. gnd I have -~

the 1mposs1ble and succeeding— -

as you will ~ have .noted fro
some of the crop ylelds on.
ﬁelds etc

I';I‘BE’R‘AT'ION. OF
THOUGHT

The “liberation of thought"
is coming from - the people,
and the ordmary man and”
- woman- " i5-coming to realisé
.that there are no scientific dnd
technwal “mysteries,” that he
of she can learn to make steel..
chemical fertilizer, antibiotics, '
and s0. on, and start factories,
build bridges, aqueducts, ca-
-nials, colossal engineering pro-
jects, and even’ aeroplanes and

: sputmks

The ﬁnal shape of the Com-
mune is'not yet decxded They’re
being -allowed to.grow and ex-
penment mistakes ' are belng
curbed and Leftist -
rected, but the big job is to hold
back the bureaucrats or conser-.
vatlves who might try: to put
brakes on what is happening..

i

not “omclal pohcy”

ideas .cor- -

A]lthxsismyownideasand"_»

There are milhons of worda'

t6'be wntten about Communes,
especxally now that Dulles,hag

found ‘it necossary to attack -

them (xt shows _he ‘sees where

progress hes) The Neéws Chrq- .

nicle, I see, has even found it~

necessary to pity’ the: poor, dead.

mtors whose graves, thaf ©-

tormerly httered the fleld and . -

4k acras ot arable

haye 'been removed b0 ¢
tive—cémeteries”
England). :

: _PAGE‘: FIVE®

land up .

‘(justasin".

.
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INSIDE QUR NEWS &
ECONOMY  NOTES
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' ‘E'coho_niic ‘

Conference

AN IMPERIALIST DEVICE

bers’ parockial outlook. There
inight be, moreover, - more
than meets the eye in -this
an otherwise meaningless
protest, for, it is no secret

! y .
T HE successful conclu- That did not, however, mean

_ sion of the first Econo- that a mere expression “of
mic Conference -of the Sentiments could stop them
Afro-Asian Countries ot {10 SRS Vool o7
Sizlrxl?s':lilisg epe;;xb%r ) 111< the underdeveloped econo-
“in thei : n‘i andmark . pjies, It was, therefore, only
L m ‘311_' . struggle to exiri- proper that the countries
cate their economies from subject to it should devise
~the clutches .of ‘the impe- ways and means to counter

VI VIV VIV ISPOUIPS

ticipants, "have been
most committed ideologically
to .the policy -of continuing
the links with the imperiglist

NI

rialists in-the West. its ill-effects. economies. No wonder that
] Sensing the grave danger they won at the Conference
} which the latest imperialist POSITIVE what the Times of India call-
> device—the European Com- ASPECIS | ed the unenviable distinction

mon Market Scheme (ECM) of being of a rather “conser-
—posed to them in ‘géneral, y
and their trade in particular,
they decided upon the only 4
right course which they meeting has to be seen, for,
could in the -context—that the bodies; emerging there-
of planning and coordinating from, can well become the
tieir efforts to guard against nuclei of more closely-knit
its ill-effects.. R . . politico-economic  bodies. in
~ Inso doing they also filled A_the future which might em-
a vital gap in the post-Ban- 004y in a.fruer form the
dung relationship between unity of aspirations of the
their continents,- which, in’ peoples in the two continents, -
the absence of what the Ihese, therefore, signify the
Times of India has called “a initiation of a process ivhose
process of economic regene- . potentialities in the rejuve-
ration” seemed to have “lit- . nation Of the economies in
tle significance”. - the Afro-Asian region can
L | : _mever be stressed too much.
CRITICISM - “What do these steps con-
i i . cretely envisage? - FIRST,
O_F E.C.M. -they‘suggest formation of -an
The " significance’ of the organisation, to be named the
- Conference is all the more ‘“Afro-Asian Organisation for
~ enhancéd by the fact that it Economic Cooperation” with
apas-held at the level of com-' headquarters — .at Cairo.
merce and - trade -bodies, SECONDLY, they recom-
which ‘could not be dccused mend the éstablishment of
of‘ any Left “political doc- an international organisation
}  trinairism”. . On_ the " con- of Afro-Asian countries on
.trary, in their political predi- the governmental level to
lections most 0f them were promote economic Coopera-
-almost indistinguishable from tion on “a mutually benefi-
‘their counterparts even in " cial basis”, and THIRDLY,
the cO‘Iuntries whose econo- they recommend the estab-
mic policies they had assem- lishment of “suitable prefer- vitiati iri :
_ bled to counter. Still, their ~ential conditions for trade” ;;ﬁgﬁidm:tsgg&d concord
J’Jf’d’:cl‘ lggai’nst ‘the practices  between the countries of the="~ - )
of the latter wds clear and two continents to Counter thé’ “iy MME
‘unambiguous. ~ Pulling - 10 effects of the ECM. In defin- WITHOUT COMMENT
pinches they . termed. the ing these “conditions,” the W HEN the Deputy De-
_ECM “a restricted economic Conference- stated that they ¥ fence Minister related
. group,” the ‘preferential should include: ’ Lo the sordid tale of the private
§ treatment between whose @ Expansion. of trade sector’s betrayal of faith in
S members “created- . impedi- agreements among mem- Trespect of the progressive in-
ments in the development of ber States; crease in the manufacture of
: international trade”, v ‘@ Establishment of asso- comporents of the. automo-
$  In raising their voice ciations among produc- DPile industry indigenously,
%  against the ECM, ‘the Cairo ers of raw materials and. the Tdtas and Walchands
delegates were only echoing semi-manufactured products rajsed-“a: furore.  Here are,
! the unanimous view of the in territories of Afro-Asian HoweVer; some facts, as re-
3 » nations; ) lated by the Commerce and
. -developed countries to the @ Improvement of means Industry Minister, Sri Lal
3 recently-concluded Geneva of transport and commu- Bahadur Shastri, in the Lok
3+ Conference of the . GATT, . nications and encouragement Sabha on December 11:
? who, as India’s LK. Jha of projects for formation of The percentages of indige-
testified on his return, had transport companies linking DOUS content in different '
also-“‘recognised that the new countries of the area; and ~ mmodels of automobiles manu-
‘tariff ‘policy of the industria- @ Extension of bilateral factured in India, as in April
- lised countries under the . financial agreements 1958: .
- ECM would greatly damage among Afro-Asian countries - Cors: Hindustan Ambas-
the_export trade of the un- to help them achieve econo- Sador—60 per cent; Fiat -
.derdeveloped and agricultu- mic development ~and raise 110037 per cent; Standard
ral countries” (The States- the standard of living of the Vanguard—33 per  cent;
man).” “Underdeveloped people. : Standardl0 —30 per cent;
__countries l}ad been making . The evaluation of the re- Trucks and Buses: Tat%q-.-
‘representations since 1954, sults of the Conference iill, Mercedes-Benz—S53 per cent;
he added, “that apart from however, not bé . complete Dodge (Medium Diegel) 165”.
recent recession, their trade without expatiating a little WB—52 per’ cent;
was suffering from the res- on the role of our own dele-
p-ictions . imposed .by the gation = there. Comprising
. gdva_nc_ed countries.” These leading .lights of the Federa-
- restrictions, ~according ' to, .tion of Indian Chambers
them “were against the prin- of Commerce and_ Industry
ciples of the GATT” (ibid). (FICCI) .it is reported to
Thus, from the interna-  have initially opposed the
- national GA"I‘T at Geneva to loeatid-n of the headquarters.
the Afro-Asian meeting at of the new organisation at .
~ Cairo—the perfidy.of the im-  Caifo-—a fact, which, if true, ’
-perxahsts escaped - no eye. -only bespeaks of its mem-

It is in the adoption of
these steps that the more

" That'they did not
positive aspect of the Cairo of not. very

much relish the .idea of ate
tacking the imperialists too
‘much—though  they ~them-
selves had submitted a leng-
thy note on. the. ill-effects of
the ECM—is
from the tone of one of their
leading organs, the Times of
India, which editorially de-

WA AAAAANNNANAANNNP NN Y

the Conférence “with the
task of countering the chal-
lenge posed by the ECM” at
the expense of what it call-
‘ed the “issués of regional
co_operation”. Moreover, it
also expressed its misginivngs
about ‘“a politically’ hetero-
genous assembly” function-
ing as effectively as a geo-
graphical and = economically :
close-knit group like the.
"ECM. ’

lelujahs to the achievements
of the Cairo meeting it is
necessary that our people do-
not-turn a Nelson’s eye to-
wards the activities . of the
capitalists at home—lest their
preoccupation with ideologi-

per cent; Dodge Power Wa-- .
gon—26 per cent; Leyland
Comet—38 per cent; Leyland -
Royal . Tiger/Titon—9 .. per
cent; Jeep: Willy’s CJ-3B—.

necessaryr > 5 i
o —ESSEN .

" ‘December 15, 1958 . -
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- POSITIVE MOVE_AGAINST -

that they, among all the par- . _'
the "¢

vative viewpoint”, %

also  evident -

plored the preoccupation of _

Hence, while singing hal-"__

cal predilections succeeds in -

-* talism. He said he

. could have

58 per cent. Comment is un- . ’

W] Dodge g
(light petrol) 126”:WB—26 §

Colonialism
Of Democracy

Is Negation

: Any serious discussion
- ful, Prime Minister Nehru

.- ember 12 in the Parliament Central Hall the.
“ "'on Problems and Prospects of Democracy .in

of the problem would be help-

had said inaugurating on’ Dec--

Symposium
Aste. And

- truly the Symposium turned out to be very helpful in foc-

Speaker of the . Lok Sabha

‘ clared that colorialism was the
_-"very negation of democracy. He
“~condemned those who posed as
- democrats at home but encour-
aged the sefting-up of anti~de=
mocratic regimes in Asian coun-
tries. :
The same point was _sharply
underlined by a leading econo-
mist of the country and Vice-
Chancellor of the Delhi: Uni-
versity Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao,
" ‘when he said he had been tre-

tions in the West over the mili-
tary coup in Pakistan. Authori-
tative spokesmen ' from there
had gone to the extent of glori-
fying the military dictatorship
 set up over Pakistan, he said.
Member of the Secretariat

of the Communist - Party of
India P. C. Joshi participat-
ing in the Symposium star ed
by posing the question; Who
is it. that threatens democra-
cy in Asia today? He answer-
-ed it by showing  how the
‘threat to democracy in Asi:nn

sent exactly from those who

~ Delhi Symposium On

thosé who want democracy $o0 get a ¢
-it to survive and develop. - -

q UMMING up the discussion :

. &Y in his concluding remarks

" Ananthasayanam Ayyangar de- '

. mendously disturbed by reac- °

countries was coming at pre-

attention on . problems agitatin% the mind\:-i' of all
hance in India, want

between the Asian countries’

“lonialist heritage of economic
backwardness and sub-human
standards of living on the one
hand and the struggle to pre-

serve and develop democracy .

on the other was emphasised
. by many speakers including
the Prime Minister and the
Polish Ambassador, The lat-
ter said that Powers awhich
called themselves the “Free
. World” had shown a peculiar
predilection for dictatorial re-
gimes based on small elites
which found their egotistic

beinig of the people.
" The new resurgent Asian na-
tions are seeking -and develop-
ing their own forms of demo-
cracy which will enrich the en-
tire idga of democracy, said

P. C. Joshi referring in particu- -

lar to the experiments in-Iraq
and Indonesia. :

Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao refering
. to the democratic experiment -

in Kerala chided the Opposi- -

tion. parties there for their
intolerance. and unwillingness
to accept the verdict of the
people, Himself a non-Com-~

had organised the Baghdad °.

and other military Paets. He
asserted ~ that Parliementary
:  democracy was no matter of
" principle with the West and
«it was given the go-by and
- “sought to be scuttled as soon
as the: West realised that its
domination over any particu-
lar :country was in jeopardy.
- He showed how the anti-im-
perialist democratic revolution
in Irag had served as'a signal
_ to alert the imperialists and set
them on the course of destroy-
ing Parliamentary democracy
in Asia, how their friends had
started preparing the ground
for it. - :
That while its form too was
_important it was ~democracy’s.
content that was  much’' more
important was emphasised by
many speakers including the

. Prime Minister who said it was

not -much use talking - about
some form of democracy as the
last word and the unalterable -
form of it. Lo
Mr. Clovis Maksoud of Leba~
non, Visiting . Professor at the
Indian School for International
Studies, asserted that in the
present age there could be no
democracy without Socialism
and Speaker of the Lok Sa--
bha declared he could not agree
with those who_asserted there
was no.democracy outside capi~
could not.
agree with those who said we
~no Socialism ", in
India because that would mean
distributing poverty. “Even po-
verty had to be distributed. For

_if'X have one loaf of bread and
" ‘my child is hungry and dying I

can't'eat the one loaf and ask
the child to wait till we; pro=-
duce more bread.”” = @ i
© The. close -interconnection

'Parliamentary | Démocracy

our national struggle. President

‘aims. of the Bureau and.the -

munist ‘who differed with the
- .Communists on basic and vi-
* . tal points, he disagreed with
those who ‘in their intense
. dislike for. Communism would
sanction resort to any unde-
mocratic. means to stop de-
mocracy working out its
course in Kerdla. He declar-
" ed his faith that Communism
itself would undergo a change
-in the process, oo .
P. C. Joshi declared that anti-
Commiumnism could never
strengthen Indian democracy.
He said that the task of streng-
thening Indian democracy had
to be seen not from the parti-
san but from the patriotic point -
of view. . A
*. The Ambassador from Iraq -
.traced in his speech the fun-
damental difference between
‘the July 14 Revolution in his
country awhich destroyed a
‘tyrannical and despotic pro-
imperialist regime to create
conditions for democratic de-
velopment and - the military
coup of the Pakistan type.
The UAR Ambassador . also
emphasised how the Arab
countries had still "~ to cope
‘with the task of completing
their national liberation which
they were doing ~ simultane-
ously with trying  to evolve
;og"ms of popular participa-

Organised by the Indian Bu-
reau of Parliamentary Studies,
the Symposium ~ reflected  the
urge of thinking Indian patriotd
to unite to defend the gains of

of the Bureau Sohan Lal ex-
plained at the beginning the

present Symposium .and .Sri

Naushir Bharucha, M.P. thank-,

ed the participants at the end.”’
DECEMBER 21, 1958

‘struggle to overcome the co- .

welfare at the expense of the .
freedom- and economic well-

~ghortage

. That

' DECEMBER 21, 1958

NEWS FROM STATES

"_The ‘recently-conc'ludéd. _sessioix of the Mysore

Legislative -Assembly
. many respects. )
. something unique in
lature—calling - upon

has been an’ importa.nt one in
It passed a resolution unanimously—
the history of the State Legis- -
the Central Government to in:

clude the Rs. 53-crore Sharavati Vaﬂqy'Proj_ect in the

Second Plan itself.

TOWARDS the close of the
session, when - everybody

 had lost ‘almost all hope, the
Revenue Minister dramatical-

iy moved the Mysore . Land
Reforms Bill—a comprehen-
give measure covering' rents,

* ceilings on holdings, ete.

The session also discussed
the food situation in the

" State. -

- The resolution on the

- gharavati Valley Hydro-Elec- -

tric Project was moved by

former Chief Minister K. Ha- . .

numanthiah. on behalf of 81
members who had signed it
from all sides of the House.

- The resolution called on the
Central Government to in-
clude the Project in the core
of the Second Plan and pro-
vide the necessary foreign -
exchange for it as otherwise

- the State’s economy will suffer

a%big setback. . . . - °

Shamefal .
Negleect

Mysore hasbeen -considered

a ploneer in the generation of

hydro-electric power. But it is.

_now being shamefully neglect-

" ed. With the formation of the

new Mpysore State, power
has - become very
acute.’

The execution of the
Sharavati Project which
would cost  Rs. 55 crores
(foreign exchange needed :
total 'Rs. 24 crores, first
phase Rs. 6.4 crores) apd be

E i

the biggest in South India,.
generating. 931,000 KW of
power, would

shortage and have abundant

electricity at cheap Tates. .

. People were disappointed
when such a project so vital
to the State’s development

 was not included in the core

- of the Second Plan. Succes-
sive Ministries in the State
had also failed to press the
cause of this project with

- the Centre. o
When the Assembly discuss-

ed- the resolution, strong sen-

timents were expressed by
many members, some  even
demanding the resignation of

‘the Ministry and satyagrah:

on the issue. . :
.A very effective speech was
made by Communist Member,
Narasimham, who on the basis
of facts and -figures, under-
lined the importance of the
project and demanded the -
maximum united pressure on
the -Centre to -get it. executed.
Former Ministers and Chief
Ministers like Hanumanthiah,
Nijalingappa, Veeranna Gow-
da, Baliga and others, who,

while they were themselves: in

office did not do anything for
‘the Project, were very vocifer-
ous in this session. .

The Minister. for Electricity,
while defending the Central
Government, promised that
everything would -be done to
get-the Project. .

It was after months of delay’

that the Government at Jast -

Fftom MADHUSUDAN BHATTACHARYYA: -

' PMANY people in Assam,

specially the refugees,

: wonder why Union Rehabi-

litation Minister Mehr
.Chand Khanna had to come
all the way from Delhi just
to discover that displaced
persons in Assam have al-
most been rehabilitated.

‘Unless Sri Khanna had -
Jooked at the problem with

the blinkers provided by Chief
Minister Chaliha, who is also
in charge of the Rehabilitation
Portfolio, he wouid not have

been sble to make such a dis-

covery. But he could have don¢

tha.t‘riitting in Delhi, without:
" gpending so much of the pub-
He money, by asking for a

report from §ri Chaliha.

- The discovery is not based

on any existing situation.
“displaced persons in
Assam have almost been re-
habilitated” is a- conclusion
arrived at by a simple trick :
first, all

have come into Assam before *

- 1952 must have been rehabi-
" litated by now; second, 80 per
“ecent of the refugees in Assam
: had come in before 1952. Ergo,
the displaced - persons . in
_Assam have almost been re-
habilitated. !
But no amount of such wish-
. ful thinking can do away with
the very real problem that
“exists.. A hundred such pro-
nouncements by Sri Khanna

' _ cannot-cover up the truth_ that -

those ‘refugees Who.

——— ASSAM

the bulk of the refugees who

came to Assam before or ‘after
1952 have vet to be Tehabili-.
tated; that even- those who
had rehabilifated themselves
entirely -by their own efforts,
are being displaced by the
‘Government through its evie-
tion policy. ;
- Turning a blind eye to all
this, Sri Khanna is said to
have okayed Sri. Chaliha's
proposal to stop all rehabi-
litation . benefits to refugees
~ who entered the State prior
to 1952. The Government is
not bothered as to what
happens to tens of thou-
sands of families whe have
" not yet been ~rehabilitated
but are still to be refused
doles only because the Gov-
ernment says that they
should have been rehabi-
litated. o )
But the refugees have dif-
" ferent ideas. Sri Khanna him-
self was given a’taste of it

when he visited the State.

When the Union Minister was
having his parleys with the
State Chief Minister in- the
Citeuit House, thousands of
refugees living in and around
. Gauhati paraded the streets
raising slogans. . This. was
something new—all these
years the refugees have been

content with sending petitions. -
and appeals. Later leaders of.

the demornistrators presented
to- the Union - Minister “-the
refugees’ charter of demands.
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enable the
" State to overcome its power: -

. Land Reforms Bill.

' Assembly = was
- called.
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'ELECTRICITY PROJECT

introduced in this session the

The Committee to make
recommendations for a. com-
prehensive land reform mea-
sure was set up in June 1957
under the chairmanship of
sri Jatti: It had submitted its
report in September of the
same year. Subseguently, the
Assembly had a general dis-
cussion on the report, ]

A Bill was being expected on
the basis of these recommen-

‘dations when the Ministry'

was overthrown and a new
Ministry with - Sri Jatti as-
Chief Minister took office. For-
those who expected that since
the Chairman of the Com-
mittee had -become Chief
Minister,
hurried, disappointment was .
in store. The: Bill was being
delayed and no session of the
also being -

When this session was call-
ed, 1t was thought that in°
view of the discussion that

“took place in the Hyderabad
© AICC,

no Bill would be in-

troduced this time also. But

. the Ministry sprang a surprise

‘by . moving the -present Bill
which is based more or- less
on the proposals of the Jatti
Committee. ‘ :

The Bill contains some ad-.
ditional welcome features as
on-the question of ceilings

 where it proposes uniform

ceilings-on existing as well as
future holdings at three-fa-
mily? holdings (the Jattl

- Committee’s proposal was 4%
. family. holdings for existing

ones). No exemption is given
to .charitable, educational or
religious institutions. - While

! existing plantations are ex-

empted, future acquisitions of-
plantations are brought under

ceilings of a special type. But
with all that, the Bill still

provides for a large number of

exemptions which may vitiate

the purpose of the Act..

‘A family holding has been
defined as the extent of land
-with a net income of Rs.1,200
_per year. Net income is cal-
culated as half of the gross
produce in perennially-irri- .
gated land and one-third in
the ‘case of other lands. In
case of large families with
more than five members, for
-every additional member one’
additional family holding is
allowed subject to & maximum
of nine family holdings for
_Aliya Santhanam families and
six for others. .

Remnt And
Resumption

Rent.1s fixed at one-fourth
for land irrigated with con-
tinuous supply of water and
one-fifth for others. An addi-
tion to the Jatti Committee’s
recommendation izt this regard
1is that’ where the; existing
rent 1s less than this; the same
will continue. L .

Resumptions are - allowed
for those landlords who own
less than one basic holding
which is the extent of land

. fetching a net income of
Rs. 400 per year. And such

NEW AGE -

the Bill would be .

- pected to become available for

. @ FROM

landlords are allowed to
lease them out in future
also. Others are allowed to

resume only half of the land,

leased, subject to certain’
other conditions.

Compensation to landlords’
will be at the rate of 15 times
the annual rent, to be paid In
lump sum to landlords with
less than basic holdings and.
in instalments fo others. -~
~ There is also provision for
reviewing =~ cases of évictions
from different dates in differ-
ent areas of the State. Twen-~

‘ty-five land tribunals will be

set up throughout the State .
to determine the yield of the
lnnd,'dassify them, _et_c.

- The financial memorandum
attached to the Bill says that
the total extent of land leased -
to tenants is 61.4 lakh acres.
The . ownership of; about 25
lakh acres will be tfansferred
to the tenants under the pro-
visions of this Bill. -

Coni‘péhspiion o
To Landlord

' Compensation will amout to
Rs."37.5 crores at an average

“of Rs. 150 per. acre. ‘The Bill

provides for the recovery of
this . compensation amount
from. all tenants in 20 aunual
instalments spread over 20
years. Only-about two lakhs
acres of surplus land under
personal "cultivation. are ex=

distribution. ,
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" Kashniir has an impressive record of

' progress under the First and Second Five
Year Plans. The fouowiné publications

. will give readers a detailed account of the
*achievements registered: S _

1. KASHMIR—A DECADE OF

2 KASHMIR'S ACHIEVEMENTS . -~
3. PROGRESS OF THE SECOND FIVE-
. YEAR PLAN (1956-58) | S
4, PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE
- FIRST FIVE-YEAR PLAN = =~ '~ "
- .5. KASHMIR TODAY ) Mornthly journals
6. TAIMEER (Urdu) ¢ devoted to Kashmir

DIRECTORATE. OF -INFORMATION
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU &
w7 - KASHMIR

N. L. UPADHYAYA

- The landlords’ of the State. -
have already launched their
attack on the Bill. The land- -

lords’ association of South™ :--

Kanara has decided .to boycot

al] official functions in protest *

and not. arrange receptions -
to Ministers. Papers in the

" State like the Deccan-Herald

and Prajavani have warned
against any hasty .steps which
would . dislocate agriculture.
The Hindd from Madras has
bitterly attacked the Bill. It'is_
yet to be seen what the Gove
ernment will do under this .

pressure to a measufe. which - -

is on.the whole welcome in its
present’ shape. I

Food
Sitnation = 2

It was a very- apologetic .
Food Minister who" faced -
the Assembly when the food
-sitnation was being discuss-

. ed. Prices-are shooting up—

by over 30 per cent as ad- o

mitted - by -everybody. .In
addition the dry crops in the
State have totally failed.

The Food Minister tried to

' show. that the situation was

not so -bad, that steps were -
being taken to prevent Ifur-,

- her rise in prices and so on. .

. “But the pepple are not satis-
fled. 'with. such. empty assu-
rances 6s can be seen from
their response to the. Com-

‘munist Party’s campaign on

- the worsening toogl'situation..
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: Many people in Indm, mclndmg the highest in
the Cong'ress' organisation, have often talked about‘

decentralisation and people’s participation in. admx-
nistration. at the lowest levels, -

' ANDHIJI hlmself “used to
lay the greatest emphasis
" ‘on this. He said once “The
centre of power: is now in

New Delhi or in }Calcutta or .

in Bombay, in the big cities.
" I will have it distributéd n

the 700,000 villages in India.”

But, all the talk . has not
changed the situation one
‘bit. It remains a piops Wwish

and an: ideal, even after the -

Congress has become the rul-
ing party. In eleven years of

freedom, the Congress leaders .

‘have not thought of put
into practice.- what they
‘preached.
. But for the first fime in
India, a legislative measure
is on the anvil and as has
been happening in -many

eases since April 5,1957, this

measure has been initiated
“by the Communist Ministry
of Kerala, ‘For the: first
time, there is to be a radi-
eal and demoeratic reorga-
nisation of the panchayats

to make them real nmts of -

_self-Govemment. -
The Kerala Panchayats Bill

published in the last week of ==

- November and to be- introdu-
ced in the current session of

the Legislature . is 8 measure -

“to provide for a unified and
decentralised system of admi-

-. . nistration of village affairs

---through panchayats by orga-
nising them as units of local
- self-government. at village
level in the State.”’

“The preamble to the Bill

States that “it is necessary to -

so- reform panchayat legisla-
tion as to enable these bodies
to function efféctively as units

of local self-government ein- -
bracing all aspects of village °

‘life, including. agricultural;
economlc and social- services
activities,
revenue, maintenance of re-
“venue records and formula-
- tion and implementation. of
* the Community Development
- programme. SO

‘'And further, “it is a Direc-
‘ tive Principle of State . Policy
embodied in the Constitution
- of India that village pancha-
yats should be ‘endowed with
.such powers and authority as

- would enable them to function
' as units of self-government.”

The Bill is the first major
.step taken by - the Kerala
Government -to implement
- . the recommendations of
-the . Administrative Reforms .
_"Comiittee ‘which has sug-

gested that the Panchayats

should be made ' the basic
units of administration at

_the village level. .

.. The functions that the pan-
- chayats are entrusted. with

- under the Bill fall into three
broad categories;
€@ Those in respect of which

pdanchayats would- have
“tull: devolution:
units  of local ‘self-govern-’
ment, raising their own taxes,
deciding policies - and imple-

menting them; .

- @ Those for which the pan-
chayats would function

as agents of ~ Government

‘with executive delegation of -
power and

ad

collection of land - .

@ Those which involve a
higher optimum level of
policy-making and organisa-
tion in respect of which the
panchayat’s - role
mostly advisory.
The proposal is for mak
ing 'the panchayats the only
organisation at the village
‘level between the Govern-
. ment and the people. They

- are to be made the media -

through which the villagers
would come into contact
with the Government. This
wounld ensure that nothing
takes place within a pan-
" chayat area without the
panchayat being , associated
with it in one of the capa-
cities as stated earlier.

The functions in respect of
which panchayats will have
full devotion of ‘power include:
@® Construction and main-

tenance of petty lrriga-
tion works;

A devastatmg exposure of the tactics of the Op- )
position in Kerala was made by Law Minister V. R.

would be -

- 'statistics,

“ture and.

5 £ - -
@ Promotion and encoura-
gement of cottage indus-

tries; .

@ Expansion - of’ primary
education;

® Establishment and main-"

tenance of - dispensaries;
© Establishment and main-

tenance of maternity and
child welfare centres;

@ Distribution of manure

and insecticides; and
© Supply of protected water

for drinking purposes.
The Government may au-
thorise a panchayat to. exer-
cise any power or discharge
any: function such as collec-
tion of land revenue, main-
tenance of survey and village
records, collection of village
supervision and

control over Government pri-
mary schools, medical, public
health, child welfare’ and
maternity institutions, execu-
tion of community develop-
ment work including impro-

LAW

‘Krishna Iyer replying to the debate in the Legisla-

tive Assembly on-the motlon to discuss the present -

law and order situation in Kerala moved by the Con-

OLLOWING | are’ some
extracts from the Law
Minister’s speech.

DEEPER MEANING: I ap-
rehend that this law - and
order motion has a deeper
significance and a wider 'pur-

. pose than a mere discussion-
-on the state of law and order"

in the Kerala State. Had it
been brought by a party which
has more leaders than follow-
ers, it cculd’ have been.dts-
missed as’a desperate display
-of political frustration.
. But it has been brought to
the House' not by .any such
party tut by one which is in
rower in the i3 States.of In-
dia and also at the Centre. 1t
is, therefore, .difficult to view
this motion in isolation, as a
simple enterprise in assessing
the state of law and order in
Kerala!
On the other hand, if we
probe into the background,
if we cast our eyes a little

beyond, iri"the setiing of the’
of-- power“asi_‘toplcal 1mportance and all~

India-dmplitude of this par-
. - ticular controversy, we can
easily see that there is- an-

other deeper, more import-
ant meaning- than what -

appears on the surface.

I feel this is important be-

cause in the whole country,
particularly in Kerala, there

gress Leader of the Opposmon, Sri P. T. Chacke.
is what may be described in

simple terms as “Operation

- Overthrow” organised against

the present Kerala Ministry.

RESISTANCE AND SUB-
VERSION: We find significant
guidance in the concluding
passage of the. Opposition
Leader’s speech. He said: “If
such-things continue, we will

‘have to organise the people to

resist.”

I ask: To resist what? I find
in one of the big newspapers
in big bold headlines: “to.re-
sist the vicious tendencies of
the Government and party in
power.” How Is this resistance

‘t0 be organised? By counter-

force? So here is the implicit
‘idea that - “we will " organise

.resistance by force.”

This idea of resistance and
organisation for

I may eall the doyen of this
Assembly (the reference is to
PSP leader Pattom Thanu

"Pillai). He sald: “We must
subve:

The leader of the - Oppo-

sition said: “We will re~

-sist” He was followed by
.the leader of the PSP who
said: “We have to subvert.”
In political language all this
means. violent overthrow of
a Government. I charge the

agrlcultural :

resistance .
“has been given colour and pro-
. found meaning by one whom

».

vement of agrlculture, animal
husbandry and village indus-
tries. .

The main - purpose - of
bringing all these activities
under the control of the
panchayats is that instead
.of the multiplicity of fune-
tionaries now operating at
the village level, the pan-
chayats should function as
the organisation which co-
ordinates all Government
activities at the lowest level

with full responsibility for

ormulation of policies a.nd

their execution. .
. Fifty per cent -of the 'baslc
land tax (two rupees Der
acre) collected in each pan-
chayat area would be allotted
to that panchayat and the re-
maining- 50 per cent will be
pooled into District Basic Tax
Equalisation Fund which will
be distributed to the pancha-
yats in each district according

to the needs of each pancha-
.yat -
The Government will make

_necessary. - contributions to

- hon’ble member with giving

a lead to the people for -

violent overthrow of a Ie-

gally - constituted Govern-.

"ment, .

The other day it was sald in
Trichur in” relation to the
Sltaram Mills strike that for
the liberation —-of Kerala, a
vimochana samaram was to be
started. What _is meant by
this? It- was amplified by =2
Congress leader of the State
at-a Bombay Press Confer-
ence. A five-lakh- force is be-
ing organised
goondaism of the Communist
Party and its followers in Ke-
rala.”

What is its purpose? - Plous
and peaceful visits to chur-
ches and praying that the
Communist mind may-change
and goondaism may go down

-and at the same time that’

democarcy may flourish? They

‘say that the five-lakh force is - ]
‘ISATIONS: There are .also

being organised for this. Bub

-it is impossible to belleve
‘that.

Our democratic sense is
outraged when we hear that
five lakhs of men are being
organised—5,000 men for

. each DCC.or so. Is it for de-
fence? It is difficult to un-
derstand the talk of defence
when you are getting ready
an army of five lakhs and
getting them trained by
some retired Malabar Spe-
cial Police man. :

THE OPERATION - OVER-
THROW: Let us see how this
“Operation =~ Overthrow” is

‘worked in thls State. It ls done

““to resist the

- that nobody

the Panchayat Fund for meet-

ing out all duties and func-
tions entrusted to each pan-
chayat as agents of the Gov-

ernment with execu_tive dele- .

gation of power.

In general, panchayat areas
will-be de-limited on the basgis "

of complete revenue villages.
The- panchayats will be

constituted bLy.direct. election -

.on the basis of adult fran-
chise, with one.seat reserved

for Scheduled Castes. and
Tribes and another ~for
‘women.

The panchayats are em-
powered to constitute ¢ func-
tional committees for differ-
ent subjects like -sanitation,
communication, public health,
education, -ete., consisting of
both members of the pancha-
yats and others who are in-
terested ‘In public welfare.

Panchayats can also cons-
titute ward committees with
the members - elected from
each ward and other -local
persons to study and report

in various interesting ways. '
People’s attention is distrac-
"ted from the constructive
activities in this State by
means of this continuous ten-
slon and. agitation. ’

There 1s hardly any cause, '
~small’ or big, which does no$.

have a guardian or god-father
in the Opposition part'les here
and outside.

And- there are satyagrahas
and black flag demonstrations

-0 keep the people’s attention
and activities distracted away -

from constructive purposes
which are so badly needed.
There is another thing that

:is going on—a campaign- aga-

inst Ministers and other lead-

:ing -people, of a horrible" de-

grading and. vilifying - sort
in
known and no, journalist of
self-respect can tolerate. -

 PARA-MILITARY ORGAN-

other things :going on here
which according to 'me are
dangerous. The most danger-
ous thing that is taking place
in ‘our State, particularly
having relation-to the major
political partles, I1s the para-
military. organisations coming
up. communal-wlse and other-
wise.

- The. Christopher = organisa-
tion ‘has been there. It might
have certain pious purposes or
religious  objectives. "Its . an-
nounced purpose is to protect
the -people tmm Communlst

and some other' coloured

L

ing the expenditure for carry-".

Congress Leaders Have Talked About lt A Commumst Govt Does lt In Kerala'

on the needs of the wards.

Every panchayat will have -

an Executive Officer appoin-
. ted by the Government who
will be a Government ser-
vant - responsible for the
. implementatxon of the de- -
cisions of the panchayat.

meetings of the panchayat
. or any committee constitu~
ted by the panchayat but

purely in an advisory capa-

“city with.ne right to move

.. any resolution or to vote.

The annual budget of the
.panchayat will be prepared by
the Executive Officer and he
will send it in advance to the
taluk tehsildar for scrutiny.

The tehslldar will see whether .

provision 1is made for the
obligatory expenditure for

“the fulfilment of the statu-

tory functions. ' and functions

“delegated  to 'the panchayat.
_After such- pre-scrutiny, -

the
Jbudget passed by the pan-
chayat does-not -have to be
sent. up for .approval.. .

. uniforms. -do drills and
practise - with lathis and
things of that kind.. If we
imagine that Christophers
are there for Christians,
Nairphers for Nairs and

Ezhuvaphers for Ezhuvas,"

where are they leading the
country? We should never
‘do such things which are of
a_very destructive charac-
ter. But then people here
.are encouraging it. -
Then there: is the Santl
Sena—Father ©: Vadakkan
brand—a force of some five

lakhs. ‘Then there are other

organisations -. under some
other names. :
Remember- what the ‘condi-

tions would be if such- things

dre allowed to take place in .

the 13 other. States of the
Union where one party is in

power. "I hope democratic-
minded. people -inside the
-Congress. -Party and- in. all

.other parties would desist’

from encouraging this ten-
dency which -is very.danger-

.ous. If these things take root, -

they will be lke Frankens-
tein’s monster and per-chance,-
the monster will consume the
very- persons who produced it.
Sometimes :we, are asked:

.Why don’t you' take legal act-
. lon against these organisa-

tions. Our Constitution 1s
broad and Hberal and what:
we depend upon.is not the
Draconian law-but healthy de-
mocratic ‘public. opinion and’
bractices to cry . down such

_evils and make these para-
. militaty organisations wither
aWay. T e

The Executive Officer:
“ has the right to: attend

‘mands in ‘an organised way.

Without democracy going into the’ vxllages, no

progress is possible—was the trend of the 20-minute

" .speech with which Chief

Minister E. M. S, Namboo-

- diripad introduced the Kerala Admimsh'atlve Reforms

Committee’s Report for

. Législative Assembly on Décember 1.
‘Minister explamed the basic approach in the report

_discussion in the Kerala
The' Chief

to the question of administrative reforins, an approach
which the Govemment had endorsed.

THE ‘most important point
touched by the Commit-
tee, he 'said,  was to explain
the need for fundamental
changes in the administrative
Set-up.

When - the Govemment
formed a Committee to go
into the question of adminis-
trative reforms, some people
had expressed doubts about
the need for such an elaborate
study. They had argued that
the Central Government had
already gone Into the ques-
tion and report of Mr. Apple-

by and others were available.

They had said thdt the Ke-
rala Government need only:
study those reports and im-
plement whatever 'reforms
‘were found necessary and
suitable .

But the Kerala Government
could nto accept -that view,

EW&@E‘&’EEN@ EX@ @@J{ E

TAMPER!NG WITH POLICE
FORCE: I want to point out -
to a very dangerous tendency
—to tamper with the police
force of the State and its
loyalty.

. There 1s what 1s called the
Ex - Policemeén’s Assdciation
which. has been " recently re-
vived.- I know that ex-Minis-

ters of the Congress Party and .

some leading PSP members
are actively associating them-
selves with this . Ex-Police-
men’s Association. -

It is- not merely an ex-’
policemen’s concern. The Ex-
Policemen’s Association has
among its objectives  one to
concern - itself
fight for the welfare of live
policemen, ot the extinct
ones. .

“The Assoclatlon has been
organising public meetings at
which demands have been put

_forward for ‘more emoluments

and better pay and all sorts.
of similar things calculated to

instil into- the policemen a .

sense of unrest for the pur-
pose of -making ' certain de-

They take care to call them-
selves an association of ex-
policemen. But in point of fact
it is a bridge between the out-

side world and the inner ranks
of the Dolice.
One of the * meetings of

the Ex-Policemen’s Associa-

‘tlon was held in the District

Congress Committee Office in
Trivandrum. I may also.men-
tion that the Association has
been operating for some time

in the police camp in Trivan-~ -

‘with  the

said- the Chief Minister.

Several blg changes have
‘taken place in our country
during. the last ten years. We
have adopted a democratic
Constltutlon Secondly, we
have -accepted . planning as
necessary - for our nation’s
progress and accordingly, the
Flve-Year Plans were formu-
lated. ' Thirdly, the Indian
.Parliament = has decided that
Socialism "should be the goal
towards- which our nation
must progress.

But no serious discussions
had yet taken place on what
changes were necessary in

. the administrative set-up in
consonance with these
.changes. The Kerala Gov-
ernment,. Chief
Namboodiripad said, consi-
dered the Kerala Adminis-

~ trative Reforms Commitiee’s

drum and elsewhere. Imagme
our army and navy having
their .ex-army and eX-navy
associations infiltrating’ into
their ranks! ‘How dangerous
" will that be? !
. It is not an isolated actt-
- vity of some innocent and
gullible ‘men. I-have ‘mate-
. rial. with me to show that
in the early days after this
_Ministry .came into office,
two or three-top Congress-
men who have the moral
authority: to. represent tlns
organisatxon were
into touch with some police-
men. What was the pur-
- pose? They told the- police
that when the time was ripe

they would | inform ' them -

when their assistance -would

be ‘required. This is the
* Ayub tendency which is be-
" ing slowly brought into the

Kerala clime—most danger-

ous, ‘disastrous for -the de-.
. mocratic development of the

country. |

What is the next step that
they are taking now-in tam- .
pering with the police? They

. champion.the cause of indi-
vidual officers in public. I also -

find: from reports some police
oﬂicers ‘being - praised-  from
politlcal platforms or condem-

.ned from them. Some police

officers are pictured as good
and independent and others
as pro-Communist.
-Whichever the party -that'
indulges in this game, ‘I for
myself would :say ‘that itis
wrong and not healthy for the
country’s. growth .or. for the
maintenance of public order.

Minister -

. spectacle

—E. M S. NAMBOODIRIPAD-_

report a begmning in that._

direction. -
He did not conslder that
anybody could object to the

need, for such changes in the

administration or-oppose ‘the
basic approach in the report.
What was this basic ap-

proach? The Constitiution of.

a Parliament at the * Cenire

and Legislative Assemblies in-

the States on the : basis of
adult franchise were not eno-
ugh for full democracy.
‘Changes are mnecessary at
the lower rungs, at the dis~
trict and village ‘levels; if de-

-mocracy . is to. be real and its.

spirit is to be respected. Peo-
ple should have

nistration
mic development .and pro-

gress towards Socialism be
achieved.

There might be dlﬂ'erences .

on how to achieve ~this re-
form, continued the Chief
Minister. But there.can be dis-
pute that more and ‘more
power should be transferred to

ALL

If a police officer is transfer-
red for corruption he has & .
political ciampion. If another
is suspended for misconduct,
he too has a champion.
'CURIOUS SPECTACLE: But*

my. point is that such trans-
fers.and postings. of officers,

such kind ‘of administrative -
‘actlvities and processes are .

taking place - everywhere, in

every other State and ‘in the

Centre, too, and if they are to
be tested and scrutinised
through .a microscope for the
satisfaction of every - indivi-
-dual membeér - of this House,
then I do not know how the
_administration’ can go on or
how:it can progress. -

Even in the Centre, there
‘are scandals raised against -
the -Government, criticisms
levelled against. policies or-
conduct of persons and char- -
ges made against them. And
Government-says that it is en- -
quiring Into the matter. There
the matter-ends if it is a- Tou-
Aine thing. .. -

But here there is a curldus
If a constable|or
.police officer'is transferred, a .
theory is built. up, .a facile™

theory,. that_the Communists

of ‘that locality - must have
said - that they should be

* transferred.

TAM,PER.ING " WiTH
LOYALTY OF ' OFFICIALS:
Tampering .with the loyalty
of officials. -I1s yet . another
tactic that .is being tried. In
the Trichur Samaram, in the
pseudo-liberation satyagraha

cum-samaram, whlch came, to :

) & greater.

‘share in the day-to-day admi- -
at :all ‘levels and -
only then .can planned econo- -

the people : [ DR
. ‘There might ‘be risks and

pitfalls when - the people are .-

given more power at all levels. -
of administration. But these .

have to be faced as . Prime
Minister Nehru' himseélf had
said, in the context of'a plan- -
ned dgvelopment of the coun-

iry which cannot be achieved -

uriless the people are assoclat-. ©

‘ed with the formulation and -
implementation ' of program- -
‘mes of national
tion.
The Chref Minister safd
that the - advantages from .
_ giving' -more ' power to. the, -
" people will far - outwexght
" the risks and 'dangers.
appealed to eritics not to
sacrifice the principle of as-

soclating the ‘péople with -

reconstruction : programmes

in the namie of these dan- ;

gers, -

The -Panchayat Bﬂl the
Chief Minister said,. had been
framed on the basls ‘of the re-
‘commendations of the Com-

mittee, and added . that some . _ -

meore would be published soon.

THIS

its glorious or inglorious end v
there was an mteresting,
thing.-
" 'The daﬂy programme in
this struggle .
. satyagraha, pohce arrest
and removal to the pohce
station and a procession -
and meeting. In these meet--
ings the dally exhortation
by a top Congress leader of
eminence  was,
your wives will hate you for -

. obeying the behests of the .
Do not obey -

‘ Government.

this foolish Government’s °
. orders X L I ; - .

Law and order dependS'
‘upon the integrity and inde- -

pendence of the officers, who - -

- should be protected and who. -
.should be proof against poli-
tical “intervention. But you
‘find threats being held out in*
public meetings that IAS and

IPS officers are.being marked. .

. out by the Centre. Even Ma- '
glstrates and.the judiciary -
‘come up for condemnation
and such political attacks. .
All this is Opposition party
politics forming part of a ge-

neral :scheme of  “Operation
-Overthrow.” 7" N
TELEGRAMS TO CEN-

TRE: Then another threat is °
there. For every small thing,
teleg'rams are sent to the.
Centre that ‘A’ has done this,

that ‘B’ has walked along the = - -

.road and: .obstructed a Con- -
gressman and so on. :

It this.takes place all over R

" India, if- everything is' passed .
on to the Centre by tele-
| "*BSEEPAGE 12 :

reconstruc- -

started with °

- “officers, ;.
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f}‘j‘fiﬁ . T0 MOTOR

. GIVE A FAIR DEAL

+

'l' HE Indian ~ Labour.
Gazette of August 1958 -
carries a Labour Bureau re-
port on “Labour Conditions
4n Public Motor Transport
“in India” (Indian Labour
- - Gazette, Vol. XVI No.- 2,
pages 122-149). . v
The first enquiry into the
conditions of labour in’ rail-
"way and bus services was con-
ducted . In 1944-45 ' .Dy the
Labour ~Investigation Com-~
mittee =~ (Rege . Committee).
Rut this was confined to Cal-
cutta, Karachi,- Madras and
Bombay. B oo
'Since then this sector has -
". expanded tremendously and 2
-fresh enquiry has long ‘been
overdue. D .

‘The Labour Bureau of the
Government of - India has,

- therefore, done.a good job
 despite  the many deficien-
Ccles. | > g
According

! persons engaged in  road
s of which 389,000 came under
the category of employees. The
. report sdmits that since then
- «the number of persons em-
ployed ‘in :the motor trans-
port industry would have in-
creased -considerably...”

- The enquiry was confined to

‘- the . public sector and one
7 thought that it would be -com-

- plete. But it is amazing that
the report begins with an apo-

rial as “many State Govern-

. 'ments” were slow and ‘incom-
-plete in their response. The
Bureau had to move its own

‘- staff to collect the material
* and hence the difficultigs and

[ES

the deficiencies. e
~ Trade Unions. L
© lIgnored . |

The Bureau, it appears,
“has also not taken the trade

collecting the data, both
about the industry and ac-

tual working conditions,
" The Bureau has also not
gone into the financial aspects
.+ _ of the industry—the capital
" invested, the cost of operation
" . and maintenance, the wage
.- - .l bill and how it compares with
T - the other items of expendi-
- ture, etc. This information is
. ‘vital in any scheme of inves-
tigation of the working and
labour conditions in any in-
dustry. And much more so in
the case of transport for, after-

 You'll
~ be proud.

to own
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T ity

- tdf,the Census of .
-, - .1951, the total number of .

'~ ‘transport was about 893,000 -

paratively both easy and com- )

" logy for insufficiency of mate- .

unions into confidence in -

© TRANSPORT WORKERS

all, pov'ver and transport are
considered to be the “Advance
Guard” of a nation’s economy

: while machine-building, steel

and food are considered the
three “Marshals.”

-charged.” Uttar Pradesh tops
the'list in “discharges” with
950 to its credit. Bihar, Mysore
and Bombay follow with 174,
138 and 113 respectively. Hi-
 machal-Pradesh discharged 43

Nevertheless, the report i3, out of its labour strength of

very revealing and completely* g40.
_ vindicates the demands 'ad-

vanced. by the National Fede-
ration
Workers -of India from time
to time during the last four
.years of its existence..

"Workers. Kept

Temporary . -

out of the 45375 workers

employed in public. motor
transport . in the country in
1956, only. 15,741 (or.34.7 per
cent) were permanent, 24,238

(334 per cent) were tempo- .

rary and 2,628 (5.8 per cent)
‘were casual. - .
Tt is amazing that, in
States like Bihar, Jammu
and Kashmir, Madras] Oris-
sa and West Bengal not a
single worker is permanent
whereas the Iabour force in
these States respectively is
1,790, 978, 2,049, 395 and
3434, And the number of
temporary workers (not in-
cluding casual). was as high
as 78 per cent in UP.; 613
per cent in Delhi; 60 per
cent in Bombay; and 591
per cent in Rimachal Pra-
desh. The percentage of ca-
sual workers was as high as

24 per cent in West Bengal;

19.9 per cent in Madras; 16.9
per cent in Himachal Pra-
desh: 13.9 per cent in Delhi
*and 12.7 per cent in Orissa.
This is,a sad commentary
on the nature of employment
in public motor transport.

The mode of recruitment-

also reveals .a complete lack
‘of uniformity. Kerala recruits
through the Public ‘Service
Commission, Bangalore Divi-
sion allows the General Man-
"ager to.recruit to posts carry-
ing a salary up to Rs. 60 per
month, some other States re-
cruit through the employment
exchanges. .
“The system of apprentice-
ship and training also varies
from State to State.
Under “labour turn-over,”
the report reveals that out of
a total of 36,356 workers (ex-

cluding casual), 1,604 had to

Jeave during the year ending
September 1950. It is signifi-
_cant that out of them, 180
either retired or died; 446 left

of their own accord and 968,

(or 60- per- cent) were “dis-
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of Road -Transport:

" Why this heavy number of
discharges in the public sec-
tor.?~ Obviously _trade-umon
- getivity is not to the liking of
these employers. . .
The data concerning basic
wages is also very disturb-
“ing. Apart™rom the fact
that there is absolute  an-
. archy in the rates. of wages
prevailing in different
States, "the report reveals
that horribly low wages ex-
jst in certain States and
categories.. .- .
" The monthly basic wages of
drivers -ranged from between
_Rs. 35—50 in Assim and
Rs. 75—130 in Andhra Pradesh.
Even if the entire monthly
earnings of the drivers are to
be considered, only in Andhra

Pradesh, Punjab and a .unit .

of Bombay certain sections of
drivers get more than Rs. 150.

In Bihar, Madhya ‘Pradesh, .

Orissa, Rajasthan and UP.
the monthly earnings are less
than Rs. 100. :

The basic. wage of a con-
ductor varies from Rs. 25 per
month to Rs. 55 per month
and his total earnings range
from- Rs. 39:60° in Madhya
Pradesh .to : Rs— 15750 "in
~-These"are more than

Bengal, Orissa and so on.

~ The basic' wage of cleaners
ranges from Rs. 15—33 in
Madhya Pradesh to Rs. 35—40
in Bombay. Their total earn-
ings varied from Rs. 4290 in
Orissa to Rs. 92.70 in Assam.

Such are the wages paid to

the workers engaged in this
hazardous industry—motor

" transport. And this in the
public sector!

" Dearness -

- Allowance -
. The - same picture obtains
even in the system of dearness

allowance. Though paid in all’

the States “the scale and sys-

" ‘tem of payment differed from
State to State.” .

It was only in Bombay (one

. unit) that for workers getting

'a wage up to Rs. 200 per

month, the dearness allow-

sumer price index number and.
was pald on the Bombay mili-
owners’ scale.” .

Other - allowances for the
running staff varied —from
State to State. Night shift
allowance was -paid only in-
' Bombay, Punjab, West Bengal,
. Madras and. Kerala. '

‘Bonus was paid in Kerala.

-In certain other States in-
centives such as good at-

tendance bonus, good con-

duct bonus and good driving
bonus were paid. There were
States where none whatso-
‘ever, was paid. .

© «The percentage of workers
oused varled from three to
55" says the report—12.8 in
Andhra Pradesh, eight in
Assam, three in one unit in
Bombay. iy : .
House rent charged was also
different in the different
States. . In Andhra Pradesh
_ (Districts) it was five per cent
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" in practice
period of the spread-over. -

ance “was linked to the con--

- -

ra . il
of the cost or ten per cent of
the basic pay whichever was
less; in Assam ten per cent
of the basic pay or standard
rent whichever- was less; in
Santacruz in Bombay, the
rent was 15 per cent of the
employees’ wages subject to a
minimum of Rs./18 and a
maximum of Rs. 25. -
Tenements under. the subsi-
dised Industrial (Housing
Scheme were provided only in
one unit in Bombay (960 tene-
ments. out ‘of a total labour
force . employed of 6,500).
Working Lo
Hours |
According to .the = Motor
Vehicles: Act as amended up- .
to-date motor workers are
required to work nine hours a
day and 54 hours a week. -
In many States, the working'
hours were eight in a day and

. 48 in‘a week. Only in one unit

in Bombay, the working hours
were seven-andra-half.in a.
day by agreement. This was so
in the City and Suburban
Service in - Hyderabad in
Andhra Pradesh.

But the spread-over was in-
most cases the trick to extract -
more work from the workers:

Only in Kerala and West
* Bengal, ;it was eight hours.

It was 11 hours in-Mysore,

12 hours in Himachal Pra-

desh, 14 hours in one unit

in Bombay, 16 hours in one

unit in the Punjab and 12

in the rémaining States.

It is the universal experi-.
ence of workers that they are
called upon to remain on duty
for ‘the entire

That is why in the Tripartite
Transport Legislation Com-
mittee workers’ :representa-
tives -unanimously demanded
that in no case should the

spread-over be more than 104 ¢ inqnciro This suggestion

hours. .

Even in the matter of
Jleave and holiday with
pay, there is absolutely
no . uniformity. .In Madras,
there is.no casual leave. .In
Mysore, there is no distinction
between casual and sick leave.
Casual leave ranges from ten
days in Bombay (one unit),
Delhi, West Bengal to 14 days
in UP, 168 days in Bihar and
20 days in Punjab and Kerala.
~ In Rajasthan there i3 no
paid holiday whereas ‘paid
holidays vary from two in
Bombay (one unit) and Orissa,
to three in Himachal Pradesh,"
four in Bihar and = Mysore,
seven in Madras, 12 in Jammu
and Kashmir, 19% in. Kerala,
20 in Madhya Pradesh, 22 in
Assam, 23 to-27 in UP, 23 in
Delhi and 29 in Manipur. . ~

The repori reveals that
the number of accidents
during: the year ending

September - 1956 were 1893 .

minor, 116 serious -and 109
fatal. The only States where
there was no accident were
Kerala, Rajasthan and
Manipur.  The biggest num-
ber of accidents  were in
Madras (577—eight ' fatal),
-Bombay (577—two fatal)
West Bengal (505--12 fatal)
and UP. (30978 fatal).

© And _ the report says that
ell equipped dispensaries ex-

isted only in Bombay, Delhi, -

Jammu and Kashmir, Madras

and Mysore. i
‘That is why the Natiomal

Federation of Transport Wor-

kers of India demanded the.

opening of dispensaries in all
centres where 150 workers or’
more worked. - -

In the fleld of industrial
relations, the Report reveals
that standing orders had not
yet been .framed in. Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal - Pradesh,
Rajasthan and UP.., '

Delhi and West Bengal have
been exempted from the pro- .
visions of the Industrial Em-
ployment (Standing Orders)
Act, 1946, However, service
regulations were - passed in-

 Delhi. But in West Bengal,

there were no rules. In other
States, workers were governed
‘by State rules. - .
" “Works Committees exlisted
only in Bihar, Bombay (one -
unit), ‘Delhi, Himachal Pra-
desh, Kerala, Madras, Mysore,
Orissa and Punjab. “In West
Bengal, - there is no .works
committee but workers. had
free access to superior officers
in case of need or any griev-
ances.” So the West Bengal .
transport is a happy feudal
faniily! : o

There are trade unions in
dll the States. But- West Ben-,
gal has not recognised the
union.. Unions are recognised
only * in Andhra Pradesh,
Bombay, Delhi, Jammu and
Kashmir, Madras, Orissa,
Kerala and Punjab. In the rest.
of. States, unions are there—
-but not recognised. In Assam
there is a union which is nei-.

_ther registered nor recognised.

Do not the recommenda-
tions .of the 16th Indian
Labour Conference concern- .

ing the recognition of trade .

unions apply to State Gov-'

ernments? ,

The report is a revealing
document. It fully vindicates .
the demand of the Workers’
Federation that a Tripartite

Committee be appointed to.

enquire into the conditions in

was also made by the Tripar-
. tite Motor Transport Legisla-.
tive Committee which was pre-

sided over by the Chief Advi- .

sor (Factories), 'Government
of Indias : L
Much has to be dome. to

improve the wage and work-
ing conditions of public road
transport workers and. bring
about uniformity in- their
services. :

(December '13)-.
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To inake facile ééhiﬁdi‘isbﬁ&_ba‘n- be conﬂdefvedba;e’th;‘

i

ininocent pastime of the superficial. But it becomes some-
- thing more and worse if current burning developments

- are the object of the game: This is exactly the case with .
the porallel some . interested quarters

dre seeking to draw

between the July revolution in Iraq and the sordid, Paki-

stan coup of October. . -

T HE similarity: ¢he role ot
. the army. -Beyond this only :
even a-

pious moralising or
somewhat impious wish: demo-

cratic institutions are’ unsuited .

to Asia. ) L
Let us look at some of the
differences. Or, at any rate, let

. us briefly rush over what was

".., overthrown. in ‘Iraq and what

the new regime: has set about
accomplishing. The sparse tell-
ing of facts would give us the
différence—and also the real
Jesson, : ’
The old Iraq constitution-—
dJrafted in the British Colonial
©Office under the Mandate sys-
tem—had-a senate - appointed
by-the king, Wwho had the right
to dismiss the Cabinet even- if

- it enjoyed the confidence of

‘Parliament, which could-also be
dissolved when it suited the
royal pleasure. )
All -decisions of the Cabinet,
-all laws passed by Parliament
had to be approved by the kihg
' ~—a British. plaything who had
~an absolute power to veto.
Even this hamstrung Parlia-
ment was never genuinely elec-

ted, since no political parties -

were allowed, newspapers were
licensed by the Ministers of the
Interior, ‘trade unions were
banned as well as meetings and
demonstrations. Leaving* aside
for the moment the Nuri cli-
-que’s foreign policy, what the
ITraqi revolution r
-was precisely this “police Sta-.
te” as it has been aptly termed
by Irag’s Ambassador to India.-
There is a fair amount of
appreciation of the radical-
“turn taken by the mew Iraqi .
Government in its relation to
the imperialist . Powers. To
put it simply it knocked Ba-
ghdad out of the Baghdad
" Pact.

" Swift

Action

.What, perhaps, is as yet not
guficiently known are the far-
. reaching internal reforms which
have been initigted. i

Immediately on - coming to
power, the property of the mo-
narchy and 65 leading Nuriites
was confiscated. All royal titles

- were abolished.

Switt action was taken against
the former key officials in the
Security Department, Foreign

Minfstry as well as in the Edu- -

cation and Public Works™ De-
partments. Only some weeks
ago, the three top traitors—
Raflq  Aref,  the former Chief

. of Staff, Jamali, = the former

‘Prime Minister,” and Daghas-
“tani, the former Deputy Chief

" .of Stafti—were condemned in an

«open -trial. The verdict,'qccord-
-ing to the foreign news corres-

- -pondents,  was received with
" .. -thunderous applause.

Telling and heartening in-
deed was the charge-sheet:
.“The accused opposed: - posi-
tive neutrality, endorsed the
Baghdad Pact, accepted Ame-
‘rican military assistance....”

Side by side with this went

. ‘the amnesty -for " all. political

- prisoners, the:recal} of the exi-

.- "les, ‘the xjeinstaitement' of pro-
-fessors and -students- who had
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" rather awkwardly the mantle of
~ “neutrality”. But the New York .
. Times of November

‘her to continue her efforts.

-spokesman of the Cypriots,|

unjustly . been dismissed.A A

victimisation drive,
their jobs, ) . :

Democratic liberties are gra-
dually being - established, for
which, -according to a Labour’
Monthly Correspondent in Ba-
-ghdad, there is a wide demand.
Eight dailies are now appear-
ing and trade unions have set
up their foundation committees.
An ejght-hour working day has
been' proclaimed.. ;

A ceiling .of 15 per ‘cent has
been placed on all profits. The
rents of houses and of premises
for shops have been cut down
by 20 per cent. There has been

got' back

a 20 to 40 per cent reduction in -

the prices of bread and meat.
Taxes on tea, sugar and medi=
cal goods have been scaled down
together with a rise in taxes on
luxury .goods like beer, - spirits;
‘cosmetics, ete. i

. Perhaps most significant of

all has been the" projected

land refomw. Contrary. to thg

MMW

T HE recent United Nations
.~ debate on Cyprus .was,
revealing, to put it mildly.
Once again India found her-
self out of tune and step with
the United Kingdom. and the
other members of the mystical
—or is it mythicalP~Common-
wealth, E o

All manner of banalities were
uttered by Commander Noble
and the United States donmed

of 1 30 was
cruelly tru_tl;ful when it wroter

“These losses (of Mediter-
.ranean bases) have impelled
the British to cling  all the
more to Cyprus....Its value
is apparent from the fact that
it was used as a staging area
‘for both the British-French
'Sueg expedition and the Bri-
tish intervention in, Jordan
last. summer” . :

HARD WALL

That was the hard wall|.

which- would not -yield to all
Krishna Menon’s skill in woo-
ing.© The . British. position, |
backed up by Turkey, was that
the United Nations should ap-
prove the steps she was taking
to tackle the problem and allow

- "And what were these steps?| -
. Denial of independence to Cy-|
prus, partition of the, country |-

along Cypriot-Turk lines and
a nébulous “partnership” -sche-
me. - C
The Greek delegate, backed
by Archbishop Makarios as the

magde a bid for conciliation by

thousand 'oil workers - turned -
out some two years ~ ago in a -

INT!

snail’s Ppace ¢ many colintries,
these reforms -were ready in
draft from gs early as ten.
weeks after July 14.
Straightaway rents were re-
duced and the landlérds were
- made to pay for all the ifriga-
tion charges.
came the ‘project for “‘operation’

onslaught” on ' the ~monstrous -

landed system. In the old Irdqg
there were some ‘100 estates of
more than 12,000 acres—two of
over 600,000 acres. Side by side,
25,000 plots existed of less than
2% acres, 68 per cent of the ru-
ral population owning -some-
thing like eight per cent of the
Ceiling On

Land -
" The projected -new land law
puts an upper limit of 1,000
- donams (one .donam _equdals
2,500 'square metres)  for irris
gated land and 2,000 donams

o

for rain-fed land. This is ex- .

pected- to give an-income of be=.

giving up the demand fo¥ ‘umi«
on of Cyprus with Gréeee, He
went even further by  cillig
for a definite period of sélfs

‘government;| during which' fhe .
-United Nations could” keep &'

watch on the island, to be fol+
lowed by independence. - ;

.To make the conciliation stilll
more palatable, India, together
with Ceylon, Rumania, the

United Arab Republic, Sudan
“and four others sponsored a re=
solution requesting _the interes-
ted parties: “to continue nego- -
tiations with a view to promot-
ting self-government for Cyprus
fn accordance with the charter |

.of the United Nations and the -

preservation of ‘its integrity.

! E¥en to this the British and
- the Truks took vehement ob-
jection, so much so that Krishna
Menon was called = “unfair”, -
“partisan” and other polite
mames. The Turkish - delegate
Iater apologised for his taunts
;. And through’ the anger the
single fact' came through’ that
the British would not agree
either to self-government or
- to preservation of the inte-
: _grity of Cyprus—not even as °
@ basis for further negotia-
tions. She gathered courage
from the support given by the
Unitéd States, who wanted
“only to bring Cyprus . more
directly under NATO. -

- - As -the . Hindu Correspond-
ent put it: “The. Indian delega~

tion made a valiant effort {o
“get the United Nations to scotch

the idea of partition and en-
,dorse ~ self-determination _for
i the :Cypriots, but the negative

attitude taken by the United
' NEW AGE
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‘cisely: then.

i

Radical Tara In Foreign Polley

lowet iimit:of 60 - donama for

irrigated and 120 donams for. .
also been pre- .
- - * - tH&ze is a need for

rain-fed land has
seribed. -

A Labour - Monthly Corres-,
pondent in Baghdad writes in-

its December -issue: “A short-
‘poming of the law -is that it
gives - compensation© and ‘the
peasants are to pay some money
for the land they receive. True,
‘the aim, of course, is to:create
a-middle. class in the country.
But if the land law is put into

practice in-a vigorous manner:

- (a§.sure it will) it will create
cooperatives in .every - village

and trade unions for the farm -

workers. (both points are in the

_law itself).” -

. It is in_this vigorous and
‘forward-looking. -atmosphere
.that a certain .reshuffling of

_ the ‘Cabinet has taken place.:

’ Tfhé Correspondent, whom we
HKave just:qyo_ted, analyses the
removal of Col. Aref, Jabir

blow to the Right-wing ele-

. ments in:the revolutionary
coalition, who are rather more:

States in the name [of strict’
heutrality and. the reluctarice of .
many West. Euro,gean delega- | he

’ yet been formally effected, nor

_tions. .. .pullified ‘that effort”.

* Political Commiitee - of the
- U.N..passed. the' Irdnian reso-

. lution bringing Cyprus under.”

NATO patronage. India found -
herself voting against toge-. . ; -
.Irag’s sterling balances and the °

- ther .with the USSR, UAR,
. Greece and 19 .others.-The 31
positive votes were those. of
! the US., the UK. and other
- fllustrious “freedom-lovers.”
There was an_almost recor
number of abstentions:

TAME RESOLUTION

Finally, however, the Gene-

:ral Assembly passed a tame re- -

solution to the effect that “con-
tinued efforts will be made to
reach . a -peaceful, ° democratic
and just solution in accordance

‘with” the U.N. Charter.” #This’
* took the position back to 1957—

and ensured contirued British
atrocities and the Cypriot resis-
- Archbishop - Makarios, who
was fully backed by the Left-
wing - - Progressive Party . of

Working People (AKEL), said, ..

“we aré grateful to India” and
added, ‘“the U.S. is following the
same wrong. policy on Cyprus
which -she has been following
in the Middle. East.” '

" We in India need. to look

closely at. the Cyprus: sitpation

/not -.only to express our: solida-
ity but even

“more’ to ‘learn
once .again who. ' are with us

-when we stand for freedom and

peace, and -wh_b malign us pre-

The “upshot was- that the

Baghdad—A - - .
_Name Of Freedom

. free

. The con'trastflof The Soridid Pak Coup

/

- infiﬁéniial in ,thev'istiqla'l énd o
_Baath Socialist Partigs. -
He says, “so now,: though

another

“shdks-up - which might come

' soon, now things for the. inter-
hal policy are much’ bétter.” -

Thé Right-wing eléments in-
the Baath Socialist and. Istiglal
parties | have “bowed their
héads after the’ reshuffle” and
joined’ iwith ‘the Communist -
Party and the National Demo-
cratic Party. in reinforcing and -

“activising the National Front,

. which symbolises and .organises ..
the unity of all the healthy for-
ces in Iraq, - T
. The Communist = Party and
the National Democratic’ Party .
stand for federation: with: the’
United Arab Republic, more or-

~

S

less in ‘the same way as Yemen - =

is associated- with it. = They
stand, for the freedom of poli-
tical parties and for the inde- .

federal policies for defence; for-
eign affairs and coordinated-
programmes for. cultural and
economic affairs. . ¥ :

“ The National Front program-
‘me proclaims the. unity of .all.

* -Arabs, sets out the principles
,of foreigh policy as non-align-

ment and anti-colonialism, de-

" .clares. the Arabs and Kurds as

_partners. - with : equal . rights,

stresses ithe need for a genuine -

democratic life idnd sets forth

“the goal of a strengthened and

. pendent; tackling of ° interpal -,
: * affairs, while desiring common °
Umer and: Rikabi as a great ; i

%

uplifted economy through in- - .
- dustridlisation. = T ’
Many| - problems face - ‘the

young ‘Republic. The withdrawl
from the Baghdad Pact has not

the Special Treaty with Brifain . °

abrogated. ' Then there.are the . ~’

treaty with the- USA and the . .

Point Four Programme. Finally

the ‘question comes-in of with- - °

drawing from the sterling area ™~ .

which -involves the ‘question of

future payment system, Troyal:

-ties, ete),.of the British petro- -

leum company in the country.
) ‘Intemally, fierce resistance:.
from the big landed interests':

[N

and the tribal chiefs is expected .

as the lapd_ law gets into swing
as well as’'the impact felt of the

quick abolition of all tribal laws. ..
_ The problems. of rapid --deve- ..

Iopmeny'} are also not going to ..
be automatically solved. S

' . Imperiglism -watches: -all .
- this vylture-like. Already the
U.S. imperialists Have started

- the offensive. with their bila- "~ «

. teral treaty ‘with Iran and
- their bases there are aimed '
as much at Iraq as at the So-

viet Union. They seek -also to .

split the forces of Arab resur-
gence iby pitting the - UAR -
agains‘t'lraq. e

- . <ot
But. the seven months since

July ‘have amply demonstrated " - -
.the capacity of the Iragis and .

their. leaders to grapple with
these problems, strong in their .

-own unity and the fraternal

sympathy -of the Socialist world -
and the other countries of the
vast peace zone.- . Confidence

‘and determination fill the air

of Baghdad, now a ‘name of
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. SALES .
_  Andhra E}l;perieﬂ.ce_,

'+ A'NDHRA set up a?xi_éw
record this year during ~ . | = . _

_ the sales week to sell Party R . o S
and progressive Leraile gy o, upplement allCthe! flthy abuse/that is poured
the. Party’s Telugu daily meeting in Kerala organised by the Opposition parties

Visalagndhra. The sales fig- _and addressed by top Congress.and PSP;leaders has a -

ure this year was Rs. 50,000 Saltural ! “th iti
ey A an tural. programme. at its end. ,Wha!; EIQPPOSI on
—Rs.ﬁ?,()ﬁo- ng%:: 4%! Ooo‘the . leaders ‘speak is itself something which -ordinary de-
1954 figure,or 1. Z6,57% cency, leave alone political responsibility, would not

" - This achievement becomes .11, "{eaders of parties to say from a public platform.

all the more creditable When g, 4 oven they have limits dnd that is wh the cul-
: Py z : 5 y have: s and that is where the C
the economic situation™in fhe . fural progrs e steps in. ;

country and the Party's orga- = The most notorious item of this Congress cultural -

: i itiol -consi- : v ) .
' S’frﬁf’ ?tal atptolf:ans%.l:ngrtiﬁfehas “programme is a Katha Kalakshepam—the narration of
. ghown what great possibilities a story in prose and verse .to the accorqpa._vment of
" exist for. pushing up tne sales actions and gestures. The entire ‘theme is illustrated
"of our literature and the Party with imaginery from current .everyday life or from
lournals. : well-known tales and anecdotes. '

" ‘The credit for® this great = The Congress version of the K&tha Kalakshepam .

. success should go to the com- s entitled Bhagwan Macaroni: ~The title -originated

rades who showed enthusia- ., the efforts of the Communist Ministry to popu--

am and determination %0 Tipce tapioea macaroni. It is written and rendered by

overcome all obstacles. -
UK B M . e & Congressman. : ‘
K. B. Mangayya. 2 textt Congress and PSP leaders consider Bhagwan Ma-

mill worker, - for instamce, o' 0 34itional attraction to their meetings. Every

. hat he was not o . - s N
i ;ﬁuf{;‘;”intaf,_ 5:1.5 squad. Opposition meeting worth the nameé is- annou;lced
So he wrote a letter to -With: After the speeches there will be a cultural pro-
Visalaandhra expressing his gramme ’when;Bhaguwgn.Mag:_qroni.wﬂl:be.rendered,.

| resolve to -sell litgrature -  Fere below are some of the printable extragts -

| worth at least two rupees. o Bhagwen Macaroni—we. leave you to imagine
. With this mﬁ'%ﬂ jwhat the unprintable portions would be like. We have
' ﬁ':nff B, 90 ‘not made any imiprovements on the franslation that has
S e . been sent to .us—since that might make it look a little
- In‘ Parachuru- village, & more civilised. . - . . . -
tdbacco growing’ g\enﬁre, " lité-, o S
ratire worth RSNI0 wes sold - GIVE WAY, HERE CGMES THE CART
~ and'six new subscribers f0r .qpg cart that all the thieves get together in, '
. &Mﬂ%mv{?go‘ gsagrgll:leccll{ the cart that all the blackleg lez.lders push, !
T e-’;g "the fact- that this'lg the cart that the Macaroni Ministers get-into,
e e o transpld the cart that little Macaronis pull, °
~ the™ tobsicco” ~ transplinting e car e Ma i,

‘season ‘and’ the = prowers® br. TXi:
_ shortof cash. " the ;Qﬂﬂ-»}?!l!lgli# in the name ltl)f \:ﬂmtrs ;Jfl b

e N ‘and the cart that is naw on the throa J1abour.
. mgg%ftﬂffﬁg'nﬁzﬁﬁrgﬁ "~ That isqsor the Communist Government. ~

" as follows: Nellore students— NOW FOR ITS CHIEF MIN_I§TER,E M.'S. NAM-

- . Rs. 654, Kovir units—Rs. 435, AD: , ,
*"! Nellore Talug—Rs. 100, Pun- BO?P@!E%- Nambudisi ruling
| aili Talug—Rs. 100, Kamigirt Do you see the Nambucir ruling
Talug—Rs, 85 (in addition to fo ruin the Jand by his xiile,” _
what they got from Vijaya- lying on thé cot like a dog L
wada directly), Gudur Divi- blowing untruth every time he opens his lips
- ston-—Rs. 250, altogether Rs. even if stammering halis, ) .
- 2,000 - S that is the good man, the Minister Chief.

The women's &squad of

 Eluru sold the  first.consign-.
ment of literature worth Rs. . -~

;gg ;ai;g ;r;ifeli;a& rgggger Rs. Xﬁgﬁ:rﬁrﬂ:t{iﬂﬁs sol'd' OppOSitiOn TaCtiCS

' The Mustabada squad bad  pgopg100m weavers are hard

combined the sale with poli- ;-1 by the crisis in the indus-

 tical propaganda. They car- oo “stiy] hangloom Wea¥er. ' x FROM CENTEE PAGES

“ ried on'a campaign Oh . mpades in Eluru sold Rs. 200

kisan problems, particalarly o4y of literature and com-.  grams, then what is the state
-on the question of the High- ... i sanivarapupeta  of ' of provincial administration

‘ 'Le_vel Channel ahq .collected the same town sold Rs. 100. . in this country?
signatures on petitions. Al- S e e

. Parvalipuram is a ri Suryanarayana, sold lite-
taluq in the north and the /rature for Rs. 340. °.

movement here Is relatively - th Al
weak. Moreover, .traditions of ~ Such cases of enthusiastic encouraged crimes?

; 'NOT BARK AT

_any-literature sales drive are work can be multipied any ~LET US
almost non-existent here. Still number of times. .
the.comrades resolved to push i o

- for Rs. 2,000, deciding to sell yet amnother fact. No'po@tjgal n

" as'much as they ~can ‘during and ' ideologieal ‘differences ¢
the week and then open & came in the way -of people.
bookshop or a reading”reom buying literature. :
with the rest of the books. e "

it unveils before ug'!

there had sold Rs. 2,400 worth
of literature and they. expect on Kerald, Sarvodaya® and requifed.

v?h:;uhgggt :,f;ollfgg, 12'10 :f,‘}?f,’gl Gandhian ideology, on China, On the other. hand, . if we
 subderibers to China Pictorial, the Amritsar Party Coneres 5% to- dissipate our. energles
SUDSCLIDEDS 10 VNS SEEY  Resolution, the” Party Consti- in squabbles, satyagrahas and

demonstrations in season and
out of seéason, and if we are

'In spite of the devastating tution, and on * land reform
floods in; the last : month, measures. . o
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‘A SAMPLE OF KERAIA *

out against the Communist Ministry, every big.

0, Macaroni Payasam! :
if a drop gets into the stoma
. leap o . : L
- and with Inquilab and Zindabad in the stomach, to o
2 . .
- .you run with fear.
The charter certifi
. In food deals, lakhs he swallowed,
1hat is the hero our Food Minister, -
.the Food Minister swallowed 1612 lakhs.

THE EDUCATION ‘MINISTER:

ettle old accounts prepares he Bills, -
blockhead is our ‘Minister Education.
And in prose:

A Miundasseri -who does
“gcademy” .should be calle
tion :Minister. ‘

THEN ABOUT T

Tt is admitted
ersons like Co
_not called boys .witl

an .is coming,- the mothers
Chathan Minister is com-
d hide in the cellar. .
Law unknowning he jabbers, the spring of nonsense,
{his is the Minister Law. i

And:go on....it goes

mmunists with

. MINISTER FOR
If it is known that Chath
of grown-up daughters say:
ing, my girh, fly my girl an

are the cart that celebrates marriages jin succé§§§p§ guick, '

d 'to our public
raditions, if they
they ‘are not doin,

to have this’ periodical - law
and order controversy,
things are not going to be
helpful to a growing State.
o "~ All of us have‘a great res-
P : ) . . INCREASE IN CRIMES:
together they. sold Rs. 200 © 14 i the transplantation of 1 am so sorry that the figures
worth of hterature,=held one . 1acco season in Ongole talutl in relation to the increase in
_public and two gronp meet- . ooy people donot have mueh - crimes’ given here are wrong.
ings, and collegted four fo ., qp, but comrades here sold  Actually, I.find that in 1954
five hundred _signatures OR . yeampure for Rs. 2,400. 7.7 . there were 160 and odd cases;
the pet_ltlon for the .QE?F' Yo e P sn 1955 it went up greatly and
el ' : , wés In Kanigiri, one person, -in 1956, it came down. Does it
Jborder

let us sink our dif-
ferences and not bark at each
other inside and outside this
‘House or quarrel _ _
other on account of the desire
. for grabbing political power.
Let us work for the good
ple. In the words
of Tagore, I may say: “The
song we came to sing re--
mains unsung this- day.”
Let us learm to sing the
song of national progress in

mean that men were peaceful
. during = President’s " rule or
that the Government in 1955

EACH OTRER: In this coun- .
s : " try we have yet to do big .

the sales. They took litérature These ‘sales revealed yet -{hings. A Master Plan to har-

' iess”our Water resources is

I want to assure the House
that every helpful suggestion .
that has come forward from -
the -Opposition -in regard to
_ the maintenance of law and

order as a condition of pro-

gress will be warmly welcom-

ed. But in the guise of law

and order as a condition pre-
[: , . let us not iry this
“Operation . Overthrow.” -

It cannot succeed and Wil
not succeed because the com-
D and democratic
sentiments of 38.crores of In-
dians wha are also ested
in the Kerala experiment w

soming up before the House
for discussion. What a -vislon

C T  Kerala i3 Just bor; the 1n-
R rutéru w " The largest sales- were of faht must grow strong quc <
vl sales In Marutery wor® political lteratire, mainly ly; 1t must have mor vitaly
week of November, comrades those published by the Visala- . and more enthuslasm. For
e 240 ¢S  ndhra’ Publishing : Housé, that we-fush produce more .
Most popular Were pamphléts soclal. weglth. That is-what 13

AND FOR THE FOOD MINISTER, K. C. GEORGE:

' What is this Macaroni the Food Ministér has brought
to vex the poor? ) }
What is this Macaroni
and bloats the stomach like. pumpkin? . -

. Like Mundasseri’s Education Bill
a mixture kneaded with tapioca flour. ;
and cake of groundnut mixed with wheat - C .

ch, like the frog you wﬂl _

that changes men into frogs

cate fo.r. ihe Food Minister reaqg:

not kn_oﬁv how to ‘spell'
d a blockhead of an Educ’a- :

i PARENTAGE OF COMMUN-

. . A
that we '(non-Communists) are -not

out a father. Wesire
.or bastards like these -

- -

into thirty pages. This is
that is served out in- Cen-
gs.in Kerala. ‘Congressmen 1n
India who read this ‘will be doing \great ™
"D life and to our gloricus eultural -
tell their Kerala counterparts that
g any service éither to themselves
ngress by descending to such despicable

A

not tolerate it. y
I would, therefore, say that
the law and order position in
Kerala  is perfectly mnormal
and there is no.question of
totalitarianism here. -
Let us put an end to this
seasonal thing of having- to
_discuss the = breakdown of"
law and order over and over
again.. On the other hand;
if we look at Andhra, Ben~
-gal, 'U. P. and even the Pun-
jab, we will find the same
charges made- there against
" Governments. In  Andhra

_Pradesh, ~ there are evem

statements by Congress ex-

Vinisters that Iaw and order
iere has broken down.

There is no law and order

problem ~here, Here ~people.

sleep in their beds. People

“are going to work in factories .
and they return home peace-

fully. This being so, it-is not

proper to paint a macabre

picture. v
- I, therefore, request that we
must ..direct our . attention
.away from these - destructive

things and devote ourselves"

for the greater gervice of our
people and the ~ glory of our
land. For this, may I'ask the

A

B2
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" DISCBININATION

WARBH.AI and other
Congress- leaders are,’
- fond of charging the Kerala .

Government with "political:
‘diserimination. The louder:

they shout about this, the

tion that goes on—by th

Recently three represen-
tatives of Kerala’s rubber
workers had ‘to be nomi-

- nated to the Central Rub--

_ ‘ber Board. If they were to -
be really the representa-"
‘gives ' of workers,  they .-
ghould - have been chosen..
from -organisatjons which -
represent the majority of

. the workers.

But ‘'whom did the Con-

gress Centre choose? C. E.
Bharatan . (INTOUC—Mahe),

karan, President and Secre-
tary of the Kerala Branch
of the INTUC. Their gquali-

" fication — obviously that.
- they belong . to‘the INTUC.

UTUC—have righily cha-

discrimination. Dhebarbhal
should first. answer them
before flinging wild charges

ment without producing a
single - fact to .substantiate,
‘these charges. :

LIE CAHPAIGN

allegations which appeared
the Kerala ~ Government

weré net being refuted,
Law Minister Krishna Iyer

_said this would necessitate

the creation of a sepdrate

. portfolio. And he certainly

was not joking.

. . Leave alone the smaller
papers Which-have made

this a regular trade, the

relates to theé respected
national daily, the Mathra-
bhoomi. .
When ..the students"
struggle was withdrawn.
some time ago, one of the

Chief Minister was that all
cases arising ‘out of the

Chief - Minister charging

'him with  breach of pro- -

Then Sri Kelappan, the

‘well-known Sarvodaya lea-:
‘der who had helped in

settling the students’ strug-
gle, brought out' 8 few

© facts.

What are these facts?

The total number of cases:.
registered in.  connéction
with’ the struggle was 128..
- Out of these 109 have been

withdrawn—that is, all the

.cases in - which students
~glone and. students and

others jointly were involv-
ed. The »otheg 19 cases are .

uuﬂﬂnuunnuob-u-e--ri-q-a-onq-ou-i-“uo'oon
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d

those in which only non-
students are involved. :
If the- Mathrubhoomi’s
demand that- these cases.
also should be withdrawn is -
.to be justified,
mean that anybody. who
commits any violent act in .
any place where a struggle
. is going .on must not be .-
‘prosecuted. Or the Mathru-_
. bhoomi ‘should admit that
. - .the students’. struggle. was |
not just a students’ affalr, ©
that it was something more,
. part of ‘“operdtion over-
throw,” and that is why it
is demanding withdrawal

more they think they can.
- hide the actual diserimina-

in whi¢h only non-students .
-were involved. ) ’

neither. In a later editorial,
it. tried to extricate itself |
-by saying that it had writ-
-. tén earlier on the basis of -
a statement by the Chief
_ Minister that the cases
pending . would' only be
withdrawn ‘after an exam-
to their charac-

B. K. Nair and K. Earuna- ",

Hned :

Here again, the:
bhoomi was being dishonest
- because . the Chief Minister
had -issued no such state- -
ment. The: only statement
- that had been issued was '
by certain; student Ieaders’
‘who claimed that the Chief -
‘Minister. had said this. And !
the very -responsible
Mathrubhoomi : did mnot
.think it even necessary to
. make - an -enquiry before
rushing into an editorial. ~

This s the tybe of news-
papers with which the Ke- -
rala . Government has to
contend and the Law Minis~.
ter was right when he said
a separate portfolio would
be requirred to deal .with

‘. .The organisations -which .
_ represent the majority of
. the rubber workers. of the.
"~ State — the AITUC and

racterised this as political .

against the Kerala Govern- .

HEN he was asked in
the Assembly why the

in the Kerala Press against '
THRIB PBACTICR
can ‘hear .even now, ..
though not as loudly as -
before, that the Communist
Government in Kerala pro-
tects Parfy “members and
fellow-travellers who have th
¢éncroached -into Govern- e

instance I am giving here .

charge of political diserimi-
nation, the boot is on the

" Another Congress-led en-
croachment has just taken .
place in the High Ranges
in Kottayam - District. '

On-the-spot enquirles
show that the decision to
encroach -on -Government
land was taken at a meet- -

.ing in the Karinilam Pri-
ss Committee

assurances -given by the -

struggle would - be “with-r.
drawn. The Mathrubhoomi*.
‘a few days ago launched-an
editorial attack on .-the. mary Congre
owered organi-
sation .. went . into: action
- . immediately - and people
were brought in buses and
.- jeeps to occupy -the land!
. 'The  talk in the area is
- _that P. T. Thomas, brother
of -the. Congress leader of
.the Opposition,
Chacko, staunchest cham-
pion of law and order in
Kerala, and another Con-
gress leader T..J. Antony
.gave the leadership to this. .
Sri B. K. Nair,
. INTUC - chief; .
.one .who is said to haye
 given -instructions for em-
tering a particular area. -

expression

ment. ..
Then he

wishful, thinkers: The
statement . had not come
out of any change in atti-
tude either to the Commun-

ist Party or to the Kerala °

- Government. He was pain- In the. form’ of a miobile exhibit

ed to'find such interpreta

tions ‘being given.
Earlier also,

once a report’of an immi-

[nent". walk-over by some

jmembers belongin:

.|Communist Bloe.

- |came out of it was-a sensa-
| tional exposure by a Com- 0_the
munist .MEA ‘of & dirty -mills in Indore and elsewhere.

attempt to buy = The Hon’ble Deputy. Mxms‘lker

congress
" |him over.

“There are thousands- of
acres of cultivable Govern-
ment’ land here and -the
-idea. behind the present
-illegal -occupation " is- to
sabotage -the land distribu-
tion - programme of the

. Kerala Government.

. The organised kisans in
the .place understood this
and protested. Immediately
the champions of law-and-
order burnt-down the Kisan .
Sabha office in Punchavay-
al and. began - terro
Sabha workers. : ‘

! When these people will .

i ) v " be evicted by the Kerala

of all cases including those . | Government as they should

“be, there will, of ecourse,’

| be anothér series of ‘politi-

‘The Mathrubhoomi did | ¢al discrimination -charges

WISHFUL THINKING

EADING the Times of
. India on December 9,
all friends of the Kerala
Government - would have
been perturbed. The parti-
. cular news-item was head-.":.
“Red majority is- :
threatened — Independent - . . .
Kerala MLA's Attack” . . -
The report was ‘based on. .: THE ;
a ‘criticism of the Govern- - - .
nient’s food policy made by : o
an independent member = .
belonging to the Commun-
ist Bloc. “The significance .
of the statement,” said the
i report, “was that it came’
+-on the eve of the food de-
bate in.the Ass !
- morrow.”
"The Times of In
quite some  others must’
have been very much upset
‘when the food debate took .
place and nothing happen-
ed to “threaten the Red
Majority.” ) )
Al thatshappened was a.
statement by the indepen-
dent member which never
found ifs- way into the
columns of the Times -of
India. That is, of course;
normal with the objectivity
of our bourgeois Press. -
The . independent mem-
ber said that he had made
his statement because of
difficulties of getting
rice in the rural areas. He
had-made a representation
g;the Food Minister about
S - own constituency and ! : Ry
had received no reply? This only to remind the Hon'ble
disappointment had fouhd

“In nis state- - hunting Ras in-the past led to -

Bharatpur (Rajasthan) late
in the night of December
12. , .They had no. search
warrant but they . carried
out a raid. They said they
had come to arrest a mem-.
‘ber of -the District Com-
mittee,  Comrade “-Sura,

¥" Bhan .
$ "been wanted for some time.
 Hardly three hours before
 this police .swoop, Suraj
Bhan had been addressing
a public meeting where the
2. police and 'CID. .people
were present in-force. One
wonders why he could not’
S be arrested there.if he had
been wanted. =
- . 'The demeonsvrative  and
. thened  the - impression
among people on the spot
that this, alongside the
systematic harassment of
" Communist Partly workers

SPEAKING‘on cut mo-

? tions on the Labour De-
partment in the Lok Sabha
on December - 15, Comrade
S. M. Banérjee had some in-
teresting things to say about
the Union 'Deputy Labour
Minister Abid Ali. Some ex-
tracts follow: L
I am extremely .happy to
know that the pavilion of the

Labour - Ministry . in the India -

1958 Exhibition is quite attrac-

“tive. . .My attention  has been-

drawn to a speech of the. Hon'- -

ble Deputy Minister of Labour.

T am all for having a good exhi-
bition. But this Deputy Labour
Minister sometimes becomes a

mobile _exhibit.' While he
‘moves around the country, he

sows seeds of disruption among-
the workers. - -
I was shocked to_see the
Deputy . Labour Minister’s
~speech’ at‘Indore. I do not
" mind his attacks on the Com~"
maunist Party of India.|l wish

“Minister that' Communist-

suicide and insanity. I do not
want that my Hon'ble friend
should become. . @ victim of
either of these, D
. (An. Hon’ble Member: He
can't help.) - ’ .
‘But here, my Hon'ble friend

goes: to Indore and what does
he say? o .

there was  Comparing the wage -stric-

1:urel of textile workers in the
Communist-ruled State of Ke-
rala -with other States, he said

All that the State-managed textilé mills .

in Kerala paid considerably less
wages to the workers than the

knows it very well that a wage.

I ‘am awalting the ﬁe#. +bosdrd has Deen”set up in the

_lsuch report—because some

people find it difficult to : v ; 1
accept that the Communist ,wo_rk{ersv,ot the State of Kerala. -
Government in Kerala has -
. come to last.

" |(December 17

e

country and that -the wage:
board will also cover. the-textile

.The Kerala Government has
‘not said that if 'is paying the
P

_OBSERVER ~highest wages.

. Here we have all sorts of pro-

. _ . pagands in the 1958 Exhibition - -
+00004440e00e about the various States’ achi-  ° ters here and in Kerala. .
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- Police - Reprisals.
- Against - Communists
b it e 1

the District Committee of thefts, ete,, launching of
the Communist Party at’

TW() hundred policemen”
cordoned the office of.

prosecutionis under Section
107 Cr. P.C. and constantly
shadowing them. which has
been  going on for a long
time,-is part of a calculated-
move  to spread-térror .in
the locality. - - -

- aecording’ to local observers
sincee;i,thp( demonstration
hehad-.staged before  the -
committed an offence Wndor HHame Minister ander Com:
Section 392 Cr. P.C. and ha'd“)" munist leadership on Dec-
*‘ember 7 to protest against
" the high prices (Rs. 30 to
-32 a maund) of food.

~ According to theri hehad.r.,

_ openly declared that what-

" ever is being done by them
now- is as a result of that
demonstration and on ins-
tructions- iof the - Home

provocative raid has streng--

- triet Committee in 2 memo~
randum to the. Home Min-
ister deniands. the-calling
off of this reign . of terror
in Bharatpur. .

. ) \ ,.V .
s,
T o
ST Yo :
o ,
g . ‘ |
_(\“ : L
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This has been stepped ap

"Local police officials have

"The Secretary of the Dis-

OBILE EXHIBIT ~

evements, the. labour problems -
-conffonting| the - various * States
.and how the Centre is trying to
help the States
problems. ‘ .

Ang. then the Deputy La~ - - -
. bour Minister goes and .ex~ . -

plains to |the textile workers

., that there is ¢ Communist
Government in Kerala State -
‘end it is paying the lowest - .
wpages. This Deputy. Minister =~ "
did not have "the courage to :

- go to Kanpur where. 5,000

workers are facing starvation
-and have not been paid lay--

-off allowances or wages . for . -

the last one year. He does™

.m0t have the coiirage to go-£o
thése millowners or Babu

Sempurngnand and ask why

tt has not| been paid." Instead, . -
" - he goes to Indore to criticise
- the Kerala. Government.

I feel that all these exhibi-"

tions, the amounts which “we . °
are. spending on -them +will all
be useless if| this mobile exhibit . .
_moves about vomiting this hat~ -
réd and disruption, o '

1

I would request my ‘Hon'ble”

" friend, the- Deputy Minister, to .
at least follow his own Minis-~
ter, the Labour Minister, who
is trying.his best to' follow a
code ‘0f conduct.

How can we blame the em-

ployers for ithe breach of the: . .
code o_t-co_'n@iuctvwhén we see”
the Deputy |Labour - Minister, -
when he goes to-Indore becom-
ing the Deputy Minister of the -
Indian National ‘Trade Union

Congress? It'should be-clarified
once-for. all iwhether he.is the -
- Deputy Labour, Minister of the -
Union Governmént or the De-
puty Minister -of the, -Indian
National Trade Union Congress. -

* Dr. Melkote: .

know as’ a matter of fact, whe-
thér wages in ‘Kerdla are
lower.70c2 . L .

.- 8. M. Banerjee; Let us dis-

cuss the wage problem, I am "
ready to discuss -everything -
from ‘cnill to mill, from place
to place, from person fo per-

gon; I am ready to: discuss

even the wages of the Minis-
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to solve thess .

. let’ me



WEST BENGAL =

v'-_Another 'zrect Aotwn To

_Refugees Expose Govt Clalms, Determmed

l

-T he dtrect actwn of
fefu eés, 1o
- West Bengal, will
leadershtp of-the United

THE main demand put for~
. ward by the UCRC is an -
. integrated development of West
Bengal’s economy for realising -
: . ginfultaneously " the objectives
of refugee rehabilitation, distri-
bution of land to the local pea=
gantry.and solution of the acute

* unemployment problems facing -
. the State.

- The Government, however,
contends that there is no scope
. for the resettlement of more

- than 10,000 camp fa.mihes with= "
 in West Bengal and,- hence, the’

emaining 35,000 families st -
.. go to Dandakaranya. The Gov-

" srpment issues such a de-
claration without makmg
comprehensive survey‘ of West
Bengal's resources by an expert
committee.

Altermzte
'Scheme Ignor\ed

", The UCRC and the<Com~
munist Party have: ‘repeated- .

ly indicated, on the basis of
official reports and theif own
investigations, that‘
tapped potenuaht-.es of the
State are still’ very conside~
rable. Not only that. About
four_ ‘months ago, the UCRC

submitted to the State Gov-.
altefnuttve.

ernment an
scheme, -concretely showing
.- where ‘cultivable . waste land
 could be reclaimed and’ what
. specific industries could be set
up for rehabilitating all the
camp fefugees wttﬂn West
Bengal. . :
Sri Mehr Chand| Khanna,
Union Rehabilitation Minister,
declared in the Ra;ya Sabha
on December 12 in reply to a

- When the patlents

_they find it hdrd to ge
would prefer to/have a
standard one. The ex-TB
in health, if he wants
of efficienc, dy
harder, an
neys to and from
early breakdown is

toria is as important as
toria_for the treatment

Seal Sale collections

the un~ -

| WWWWMIWWMMMM A . " - : AAAAAAAANS
EMPL!)YMEN T OF TB-PATIENTS

who ‘stay suﬂiciently long in
-the hospitals or- sanatoria are discharged as cured,
employment. An employer
norma.l individoal than a sub-
patient dard
to keep to
as| the normal individual, -
coupled with this, if it
the work spot, )
great. Hence the establishment
of rehabilitation centres attached to hospitals or sana-

starting of hospitals or sana-

of this disease. Such Centres,

therefore, are essential and this needs money..
help {o set up such centres.

CALCUT'I'A, December 15 ting out rumours that this or

over two lakhs of East Paklstan
now living in about 125 camps in different paris

n from January.
é(entral Hefugee Coundil (UCRC).

7, under .the

discussxon raised by. Comrade
Bhupesh Gupta, that .-he was.

also “willing to consider: any
scheme for rehabilitation ~ of

.camp refugees in West Bengal.”

But has the Government giv-

.en any .consideration  to the

very, definite and practicable
schemeé submitted by the
UCRC? i
The peopls can no longer be’
hoodwinked by such crude pro-
paganda stunts. It is now

abundantly clear that the Gov- .

ernment . is .determined to bun-
die off ithe* retugeeerto Danda-
karanya, if it cant
The UCRC has, therefore
nghtlu ‘pointed- out that the
Government’s “assurance”
that refugees will not be for-
ced to leave the State agamst
- ‘their wishes is meaningless in
- piew of the Government's de-
cision to close all camps by
July 31, 1959, and to under-
. take no further responsibili-
ﬁes for the resettlement

those unwilling to go to Dan~ -

- dakaranya beyond . giving
them a grant of Rs. 72 in
caseoj‘anadultam!Rs 48 to
a minor.

Govt. Begms
Offensive . .

Wh11e talking glibly of not
using any threat or force, the
Government has already laun—
ched an offensive.

Disbursements of all types of

rehabilitation grants have been .

stopped; facilities enjoyed SO
long by the refugees are being
curtailed; a sense of extreme
uncertainty about their’ future
is sought to be

Va'adaal

who is sub-stan

the same standard
has to work
entails long jour-
the chance of an
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.refugees,

.~ tween the camp refugees and

“ steps are taken to develop and

To Flght For Rehablhtatlon InSIde State

But all thls dtd not mevent
the Government jrom coming

that camp will be disbanded by
" out with an amazing report -

a particular date; individual
families have ;been told that
their ‘doles will be.stopped, even’
before the camps are closed, if
they do not signify their “will- -
ingness” to go to Dandakaranya.-

The entire administrative ma-

that the total drea of -waste"
land was no moTe than
: -129378 acres!
" If figures are inflated or de-
‘flated to prop.up the Govern-

- chinery of the camps - is Being ment claims,  the people natu-

geared up for intimidating the rally can have no faith in such’
“statistics”, however formida-
They cannot be, however, ble they might be made to ap-
cowed down by such tactics.

They are confident’ that
just struggle for rehabilitation
within West-Bengal will have
the active sympathy and sup-
port of the entire democratic.
movement,

tugee nor the UCRC.has ever
demanded_that all waste land,

en to the refugees. On the con-
arid again that the '~ refugees

Pitting Oil)éi‘s'-‘ g
Against Refugees

peasantry in proportmns mu-
tually agreed to by the two par-
ties without any interference
from the Government:

. But the main point xs not

“Thi lains why the Gov-
is explains why oY that. .

ernment is making desperate .
efforts to drive a wedge be-

. other sections of people of Where Did All The
thig State by asserting that U S
the resettlement of these re- -V ani
fugees within West Bengal Ldnd Va”“b ',

“yill adversely affect” the in~
terests of the local peasantry

ct that the
and also of 11 lakhs of par- It is an accepted fa

f the local -
tially rehabilitated refugees! ' lan(:r;mhl;iertoobemsaﬁsﬁed p::-
To ‘“prove” - its contentions, marily through the redistribu-
ttll::t c:ovemn:en:- n‘"’ey ;nn::é ‘tion-of cultivated land  in the
recen SUIV! y zamindars. The
“possession of
Directorate of Land Records re= .t Bengal Government had
veals that the total area of cul~ . announced when the Esta-
tivable and uncultivable:waste (og Acquisition Act was passed
land in nine out of the 16 dis~ ; "1953 that 600,000 acres of
tricts of the State iz 129,378 surplus’ land would be availa-
acres. It is stated that about \;."sor distribution among the
15,000 refugee families can be - 1yn4iess and poorer sections of
settled on’ this land provided
being said now that the total

irrigate it. surplus land will not come up

But then, it is pointed out,

v considerations. These

on December T last, claiming ’

pear.
their - - SECONDLY, neither any re- ..

when reclaimed, should be giv- -
trary, it has been stressed time .

“want-to:share it with the. lpcal :

the rural population. But, it is -

created by put- .

the Government “cannot over-
look the needs” of 512,000
owners—having holdings of two
acres or less, 700,000 families
of bargadars . (sharecroppers)
. .and 698,000 families of landless
labourers,

It is, therefore, argued that
if the entire cultivable waste
land is distributed, " after. re-

i clamatxon, among the -refugees,

it will mean depriving the local
peasantry, of its legitimate
share. The people of West Ben-.
gal are sought to be frightened
with the prospect of permanent
tensron between these two-sec-
tions of the peasantry on this
issue.

-further

.The Government

maintains that the ‘employment

of .camp inmates in new indus-
tries will adversely affect the
employment position of partial-
ly Tehabilitated refugees.

" ATl these “arguments’ and
“statistlcs" will not, however,

standthetestotevenacasual

scrutiny.

FIRST, Dr. B. C. Roy himsel!
stated. in his budget -speech ‘of"
1955-56 that “11 lakh acreg are
‘waste land that can be brought
‘under cultivation by de\felop-

ment or reclamation.”
‘ In his reply to the UCRC’

memorandum, he again admit~-
ted as late as October 13, 1938,
that -the reports of the ' State
Statistical Bureau and the Sta-
Agricultural © Department
showed: that the total area of
- uncultivable.

waste land in West Bengal was
g 10-18 lakh acres.

te

cultivable '~ and
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been set up till now.-

" to more than 40,000 .acres!

. Where, then, have * the
" 560,000 acres of land gone?
Taking advantage of the
loopholes in the provisions
regarding ceiling on land~
holdings, erstwhile zamindars
have managed to retain their
_ estates by splitting - them up
under fictitious names. Evi-
dently, -the . Government ™ is
trying to cover up its abject
surrender to the vested in-
terests by raising the issue of

" . “conflicting interests” of re- -
" fugees and local peasaniry in "

respect of reclaimed land.

"LASTLY, . the Government’s i

scheme of giving financial asgis-
tance ‘to medium-scale - private
industries with a view to cre-
ating employment opportumties
for refugees has come to grief.
A total amount of Rs. 2.10 cro-
res has been sanctioned since
1954, but just 1,657 refugees’
‘have been provided with jobs
so far. ‘This is not, -however,
‘the whole of the:sordid tale, -~

About six months ago, a sum

.of Rs. ten crores was allotted-
- for setting up a network of me~

‘dium, small .and cottage indus-
“tries in the public
* West Bengal-in order to'pro-
vide employment to the partial-
ly rehabilitated  refugees.

The ‘Government, however,
failed to prepare even a single
blue-prin{; Ultimately, the Bir-
ias were requested to start these
industries. -They - have, it is
now reliably learnt, declined the
offer; ‘So, not one new unit has’

sector in’

Yet the

mom ]NAN BIKASH: Mozma N

Government would have: us be-»
lieve that the resettlement . of
camp refugees . within * West:
Bengal will adversely affect the-
employment position of partial-.
ly rehabilitated refugees. -

There is now hardly. " any

reason to doubt that the Gov-.

_ernment’s’ decision to des-.

“i'pateh the camp refugees to.

Dandakaranya - -has ~ been.
wholly motivated by political
refu~.

gees cofistitute ¢ powerful

- gection of the democratic for= .

ces in this State. An over-
whelming majority of them.

uoted for Left candidates in. .

the ‘last general elegtions.

No wonder that the Congress.
and its Government = should’
want them to be physically " re=
moved from West Bengal and

scatteredinisolatedpocketsin ‘

Dandakaranya.

QUIT
AFRICA
DAY
REPORTS

END forelgn domination
4 in Africa! Africans

» must be masters in their

own country!—were the de-
mands raised by a packed
meeting held in Calcutta at
the University Institute
Hall on December 10.

The meeting was called by
Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatter]i,
Chairman of the West Bengal

. Legislative Council, Dr. Tri-

guna Sen (Mayor), Sri S..C.
Ray (Sheriff), Dr,Kalidas Nag,
.Smt, Mira Dutta Gupta (Con-

gress .MLA), Dr. Nag Chow-

dhary,, Editor Vivekanand
Mukherji and others. -
" Dr. Suniti Kumar Cha.tter-

ji presided and welcomed

Mr Cherif ' Guellal, the Al-

gerian Representatlve. Spea~ -

kers - included Jyofi Basu,
Vivekananda Mukherii. and
others who stressed the soli~

darity of the Asian peoplw_

with the liberation struggles
of the Africans.,

Two other meetings, one of
the workers in:Metiabruz area,

were also held attended by

1, 000 persons.

In. Nagpur, High -Commis-
sioner of Ghana J. B. Erzuah
addressed a very well-attended
Quit Africa Day meeting or-

ganised . by the Afro-Asian
Solidarity Committee on Dec-
"ember 7. Editor of.Hitavada
A. D, Mani presided ‘and gave
a warm welcome to the visitor.

Poet . Amar Shiekh sang
songs on African freedom and

sent to the Accra Conference.
Mrs. Erzuah earller address-
ed representatives of varlous
women's organisatlons on the
same subject. ’
- On December 15,- the Punjab
*Afro-Asian Solidarity Commit.

tee organised a public meeting..

in Juilundur at the Town Hall.
The main speaker on the oe~
casion was the AmbassadoY of
Sudan. .

8. Darbara Singh, MLA,
President of  the Punjab Con-
gress; ‘Harikishen Singh Sur-
jeet, Secretary of the Punjab
Committee of the Communist

Party, S.-Amar Singh Dosanjh, -

General Secretary: of the Shi-
romani Gurdwara Prabandhak

‘. Committee, Prof. Mota Singh
ang  Sri Jagat - Narain, MLA,

- spoke and expressed India’s

"united. support tor Africa’a

liberatlon
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amidst . great enthusiasm a -
message of ‘full support was .

- Berlin still blazes in the headlines. Pandit Nehrn =
has brought it right into the sphere. of our urgent -

.eoncern by briefly touching:on the topic:in the Rajya
Sabha on December 15, Comrade Bhupesh Gupta. has
emphatxcally drawn attention to the senousness of
. the situation in the same debate. Peace is indivisible

We cannot afford to misunderstand the’ nsues now"

as never ‘beforé in this hydrogen missile and jet age.-

that we can no longer ignore them.

Western Press and " f
Radio persistently plug:
the line that by bringing’ up '

the issue of- Berlin, .
chov has heightened lnterna-
tional tenston. Echoes of this

3¢ reverberate in our country. A
1 feeling = exists - that- things.

ghould : have - been let -well

Aeﬂve
lniaiative

In fact, no‘l:hlng could be
further from the truth. It is
a dangerous fallacy to ima-
gine that . peace can be pre-
‘served by passlvity Moreover,
the imperialists whether in
Asia or in Burope " are not
sitting -~ back . with - folded
hands. Bit by bit, they prepare
their plans of aggression,

unawares. _
" To preserve peace,
initiative is essential. Moves

gors to respect co-exlstence

timely move on Berlin comes
in. preclsely here. It is not
) stirring up trouble but prod-
ding-the aggressors to give
up at least one segment of
_ their global game. It has
"already served to highlight
the dangerous aims of the

" Western Powers, shown up

their reluctance to budge an
inch" from their positions”
_and unleashed the powerful
forces of world public
opinion.

All this becomes clear if we

- glance even very briefly at the

European situation.

NATO has come close to ten
years of existence. . Western
Germany, - under Adenauer,
has come to acquire a position
of dominance in the European.
section of this alliance. West-
ern Germany- with its resur-
rected monopolies and rein-
stated Nazis has come to full
stance as an imperialist Power
ready for mischief.

To such a Power has come’
the offer of nuclear armament,
the prize 'of leadership in.the
‘Western European military
build-up. -

It was noted by all serious .
observers ‘of the European
scene that the Soviet leaders

were seriously perturbed. by

this gathering threat to peace.
Khrushchov had made -it
amply clear in his widely: re-

ported interview with Walter

Lippmann,

Polish leaders had issued
warning after. warning. The
ﬂRapaoki Plan in its original
‘version ‘of. s 'deriucléarised .
goné in Central Europe had
been framed _first and fore- .
most ;. to meet this threat.
Nor was it an empty threat
—Adenauer and Strauss; the
Defence ' Minister of Bonn,
had contemptuously refer-
red ‘to the - German Demo-.
cratic Republic -as ““middle
Germany” - and “made’ crys-*,
tal clear their Drang Ostch-
en;: plan of .. scuttling- . the:
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4 alone, that the peace and calm
has been disturbed.

hoping to catch ™ the worldA

active

4 and suggestions and plans are -
" required to settle problems, to
reveal imperialist plans and -

step by step force the aggres- .

Khrushchov’s bold- ‘and

Oder-Neisse trontler of Po-
land, -

The . Soviet leaders “offered
“plan after plan—European

Security Treaty, peace treaty = Agr
with Germany, non-aggression

pact between the Western
NATO and the Warsaw Treaty
countries. :

As against dll these propo-
sals, “the West had conspicu-
ously failed to produce any-

- thing that begins.ta.look like
a plan. It will neither make a
“serious effort to consider what
- the: Russlans . propose, - nor

propose  anything’ of-its own, .

because it is obsessed with the
idea that a settlement is a bad
thing in itself.” (New States-
- man, December 6).

‘The ornly proposal -~ was
“free” - all-German elections,
the “freedom” of. this new

State to join any alliance it
likes and refusal to enteriain

any idea of neutralisatlon

The GDR has & population -of -

17.4.million, the Federal Re-
public of 54 millions. It is ob-'
vious' that under these “free”
elections; the Socialist gains of
the GDR would be erased at a
stroke and Europe would see
a neo-Nazi Germany ready to
'burst its borders. -

‘Problem of

Unification -

Furthermore, the . Soviet
suggestion was that the prob- -
lem of German unity was the
concern of the two sovereign

German States who could be- -
gin the process by a system of

confederation. With this State,
a peace treaty could be con-

- cluded in the spirit of Pots-

dam, which had visualised a
democratic and peaceful Ger-
meny, never. to:be allowed
again to become Europe’s
SOITOW.

Walter = Lippmann - wrote

_about this on Decembef 6

© “You cannot, the old say-

. ing goes, beat a horse wlth
no horse. The Soviet idea &

" confederation is a horse...
But our idea of free eléc-
tions to be followed by the
integration of East Germany
in the West German State
is no horse at all... We have
become hysterically: attach-

. ed to ‘the status. quo.” . - .
It is"in’this’ general Euro-

pean background that the new

Soviet propesal ...on Berlln

came = “seeking to break the

mould ~into :which - Central

.Europe has heen frozen by thé

cold- war.” (New Statesman,

.December )

‘In'the faceof & planned de-

termination: to:keep war dan-
ger - alive,.

Khrushchov haa
again declared e

) “The best way to solve the
Berlin question would be: for
a declslon to be taken, based
‘on ! ‘the enforcément . of the
. Potsdam - Agreement on Ger-
.many. But this-would be pos- .
sible only if ‘the three Western.
Powers resumed, in common
with the USSR, a policy to-
wards Germany which would
accord with the spirit and the
principles of  the Potsdam
eement.

“In’ the present circums-
tances, this would mean the
-withdrawal of the Federal
Republic . of Germany from
NATO, with the simultaneous
withdrawal of the German
: Democraﬁc Republic from the
Warsaw Treaty - organisation
and the "achievement of an
agreemen‘t in accordance wlth
the principles of the Potsdam
Treaty, *whereby - melther. of
the two.- Gérman States would
have any armed forces in
excess of those needed to
maintain law and order at
home and to guard their
frontiers.” -

The Western Powers have
shouted hoarse -about repu-
diation of .Potsdam. There

would be no objectlon on the -

Soviet side 1f théy honoured
Potsdam and agreed to the .
above solution.

But to expect the Western
Powers to respond favourably

. to any idea.of “de-imperialis-

‘ing” West-Germany s naive, -
to say the least.
.- Rence, the next seciion of
the Khrushchov initiative—
a free city of West Berlin. It
should be realised - here
* that West Bezlin is no ordi-
nary city. It is situated miles
inside the sovereign German
Democratic - Republic; it
 teems with -spies and smb-
- yersive organisations;: it is

against the Sccialist eamp.

Dangerons :
Plans Ahead

" The Soviet note of November
27 aptly chardcterised : “Its
role in the relations between
the Powers can be compared .
with a slow match taken to a
powder barrel.. Incidents aris-
ing «l}gre.. may cause & con-
flagfation which' .t will be
difficult to put out?” ’

Itr went on to add: “The
only .congclusion one would
draw from the Western persis-

- tence in preserving their occu- -

pationfof West Berlin is that
some plans for a. yet more
dsngerous” utllisatlon of West

: Berlin are shead’”

All this with regard toacity
which is a full 100 miles inside
the ‘territory of the sovereign
German Democratic Republic.

The Prime Minister “of" the
GDR. sald onh December 9:-that
in such a situation:it would
have been best if the- Western:-
sectors of Berlin were. -merged.-

‘with :democratic .. East Berlin.

“but being ayva.re of - the dl.t—
| | NEW AGE -
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fleulties -of  such™ a .step, we
have.agreed to the creation of
& free city of West Berlin.”
It should be recognised that
the ‘GDR acceptance of the
-Soviet proposal is a very de-
finite sacrifice made: in -the
interests - of. world peace and
European security.. .

West Berlin’e
Statms- -

What the Soviets have pro-
posed is difficult to misunder--:

stand. They fully.respect. the™
right of West Berliners to live .

under whatever political and"
economic system they want—
hence a free city.-

‘West Berlin is to.become
an. independent . political
entity, with guarantees from
the UK, US4, USSR and

- Franice, as’ well as the two
German States to respeét
- this status. This status could
" also be suitably - ‘registered
 with the United Nations.
Any- économic. - difficulties
that may - be - .encountered
would he met by the Soviet .
Union, if the normal channels

which -could = bé fully "~ kept
open—failed ‘to -satisfy . the.
requirements: . of . the West
Berliners. :

anlles, E,loyd
And De Gaulie

Al -that.would change would
be the occupation regime:
‘American, British, French—as
well as Soviet—soldiers would
no longer have to-tramp. the
streets . of this German city.
And—here comes the snag—
Berlin could-no longer be used
‘as a centre for espionage and -

. subversion.

Khrushchov made it clear :

. ““This status would-remala in
..force as long as West Berlin-

ers agreed to rema:ln a free
city.”

Agalnst this slmple proposal
all the rage. of the- West has
found vent. Adenauer- took -
umbrage even at:Dulles sug-
gesting that the GDR officials -
could be treated as.officiating
for the Soviets, Dulles warmed
his heart by making it clear
the next day-that the “free-
dom” of West Berlin would be

- maintained by keeping fore-
"ign troops there.-

Selwyn 'Lloyd hurried from:
advising his delegate Noble to-
vote ag the mdependence
and intégrity  of Cyp 0
refurbish the 1955 Eden plan
of all-German elections; -

- And as for the newly crown-
ed dictator;: de .Gaulle—“his™
backing for the maintenance
of the statiis guo'in Berlin was
so emphati¢ that Mr, Dulles
sounded " by . comparlson a
wavering, . crypto-neutralist. o
(London- Economlst Decem-
ber 13) - 7

When. this refusal to budgeA
‘an inch began to.look too .

much  like.mental- paralysis,

R

= by Momr si'lv _‘

“of trade and commeroe—

B

‘the brlghter lmperlallsts

thought of adding to the .

:“Ireedom”. banner the moth-
eaten flag of “all- Germany, .
‘Dot Berlin alone” as the theme
of discussion—hoping to nip--

in the bud the new: hopes, new -

stirrings. -
: Ba.rrentalksonthesam

_oM themes cannot substitute - o

. new initiatives, It is these -
new  initiatives- themselves

~ that must first of all be.
tiken up. The approach has

. to  remain that of solving .
. problems one by one, since.
total solutions have not been
possible.. : - .

“The -teal reason . for the
Western outburst can bést be
gathered from their own fav-. °
qurite papers. The New. York -

‘Times of December 7 wrote-
that to agree to a settlement
on Berlin. “would be de facte -
Western recognition of the
East German regime and ‘of

the permanence “of the Com- ~~

munist hold on ‘Bastern Euro-
‘pe”’ In other words, the West -
would have to ‘tecognise the
existence of- the realities of to-

day’s Europe and abandon

ot

e

“roll back” ideas. = .
Even more dreadful, the
New York Times of the same -
date warns, would be the fact
that such acceptance “would
touch off a worldwide surge of
.the neutralist view that- the

. West should compromise some

of its other basic_differences”
with Moscow.” In other words,
the West would have to adopt
the posture of Panch Shila.
And- the. final horror would
be that the invaluable Ade-
nauer would be mortally of-."
- fended—and his revanchist
plans mortally wounded. What
the Time of December 15 des-
cribed as the “Rapacki’ fever.
of disengagement” would un- -
doubtedly spread——the con-

"Mon of ‘peace.

What Endia
Can Bo ‘

Thé Soviets have made clear

.that they will go ahead,with

their plan in six months. It is
time -enough to énsure that’
reason and not Adenauer dic- -
tates the response of the West.
India’s’ dynamic
-can ‘well- play here a most
useful role. ~
The path of action could be
a-three-fold one: - -
@ Recognition of: the Ger- L
man Democratic Republic. -
© - Insistence on negotiations, .
but wlth rlin _as:, the
‘agenda.’
@ Insistence on strict prohi- .
“bition of the use-of force N
.over the issue. - )
Such- must‘be our response
to the new " possibilities for -
initiative. opened by the dar-
.ing and fruitful proposals of
Khrushchov. ‘Panch “‘Shila.
must spread 1t,s mantle over-
Europe e : R

(December 16; 1958) E
: mer: 'mm-ram
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@ by PAULY W. PARAKAL

Pamde Grounds in Delhi, .opposite the . historic Red

" Fort, which has witnessed. the rise and
gime, saw an unprecedented sight last
dan was the venue ‘of -a conféerence. of

- tionaries—perhaps .the first. get-tolgether

: ﬁo had ‘taken to ‘the mili

= patriots’ w
' 'countrys Independence.

T HE conference brought "to
.the Capital a galaxy of
great names in India’s free-
dom = struggle—names = which
had at ‘one time inspired the
youth of India to come out

against the British Raj, risking -

“their - careers;’ discarding their
"studies, forsaking thexr families.
It recalled memories of those
conirades who_are no more, the
‘mere mentlon of whose names
. always, rouses the Indian people.
With the portraits of. lead-
ers like Bhagat Singh, Chan-
drashekhar Azad and. Hemu
Kalani flanking the,plh;form,
a befitting -atmosphere for the
conference had been.created.
Banners proclaiming “Inqui-
- lab Zmdabad" and “Give me
bloed and I_shall give. you
freedom”: expressed the phi-
_ losophy under ‘which . these
- repolutionaries had taken -ré-
course to -action.
.- Moving among these old re-
volutionaries, who had been
housed for the occéasion in the
old Delhi District Jail, ~where
many- among them had spent
years of their life—the jail it-
self faces the Khooni Darwaza
(Gate of Blood), so named be-
cause there the  British had

,started their massacre of Indian’

patriots by brutally ‘murdering
the sons of Bahadur Shah in
1857—one could see many. of
them, now bent with age, who
had gone back to different pro-
fessions and some t0 compara-
tive obscurity after at one time

flashing like comets in the hori- .

zon_of India’s freedom move-
“ment. .

I met Baba Sohan - Singh
Bhakna, leader of . the Ghadr
movement and of the Kama
Gata Maru expedition fame,
who is no,w:devo_ting his time
to a school in his mative village

and has taken to agriculture.:
- Lala Hanumanth Saha1 of the

tributors
scientists,

public ﬂgu res.
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fall: of many_a re-
week-end: the mai-
of India’s old revolu-
ithose fearless
itant pat

Hardinge Bomb Case was there,

as also Dr. Khan Khoje, : who

had durmg his exile roved from

country to country in E;grope,

enlisting support. for "the’ free- -

dom. movement. I Sri
Parmanand Jhansx, whi” . has
spent- 31 out of 68 years ot his
life, in jails, as also andit

Su.nderlal, who is.now President - .
" of the Indian Peace Council.

There were people from dif-
ferent walks of life, -as also
from every political party. Con-
gressites like Sri Jogesh *Chan-
dra Chatterji of = the Kakori
Conspiracy,’ Case Commumsts

like . Shiv Verma, comrade-m-~

arms of Bhagat Singh a.nd -ac-
cused in the Lahore COnspxracy
Case, and. PSP men _like Dr.
Bhoopal Bose of the Dalhousxe

. Square Bomb Case and Calcut-

ta. Conspiracy - Case had- come
for the conference. Practising
doctors like Smt. Suniti Ghosh;

who at the age of 14 was acC--

cused of shooting District Ma-
gistrate .Stevenson at Kumila;
lawyers like Sri P. N. Chakra-
varty professors like sri Raj
Kumar Sinha of the Xakori

- Conspiracy Case and journalists

like Sri V:swanath Vaishampa-
yan of the 'Delhi Conspiracy
Case ‘were assembled there.
The highlight of the confer-
seemed to be
the dissatisfaction of these re-
velutionaries at the poor Tecog-

nition that has been ‘accorded-

in Free India to their role in
the . freedom struggle.

Dr. Bhupendra Nath Dutt,
brother of Swami Vivekananda,
presiding over the conference,
traced the history of India’s re-
volutionary movement and gaid
that the Indian struggle for
freedom was a continuous- one.
. Raja Mahendra  Pratap,

who tad headed the “first

independent Indian Govern-
ment” in Kabul in 1913, was
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to achzeve the .

only voicing the. j‘eeltng of
 many of the’ assembled when
_ he said; “This is not the Swa-
raj for which we had fought,
today it is restricted to a few

circles” ‘Shiv Verma, on’ the’

other hand, stressed that it
was as much. their ~duty to
protect the freedom as it was

_ theirs to -achieve it, while Sri-

Bejoy Kumar. Sinha, a close
~ associate of Bhagat Singh
and gccused in the. Lahore
}Conspzracy Case,  exhorted
the youth to ‘protect and con-.

. solidate the freedom that-has

. dewned, and to work deter=
minedly to usher in the new
Socialist society.
The conference requmted

through a resolution the setting

up of centres of revolutionary
relics; and - observing all-India
days to commemniorate great re-
volutionary events.  The de-
mand for national monuments‘
of revolutionary - *' martyrs
brought-to the fore an unfulﬂl

led national -task,. which shone

in glaring contrast with . the

care with which monuments of

British ‘rulers “are still preserv- -
ed in the Indian Capital Aan_d.

other important cities.

The abiding decision of the
conference will perhaps be the
one to write a history of the re-
volutionary movement in India,

to tell the growing generation

that freedom of- their country
was obtained at a dear price.
Many fell fighting -in the glo-
rious struggle inside and out-

- side the coumtry, while those_

‘who ‘remained kept the torch
burning, braving bullets and
gallows, suffering chill’ penury.
and brutal repression. .A. com-:
mittee 0f 13 consisting of well-
known revolutionaries, has been
set up to collect data and com-
pile an authentic history of the
movement.

One of the most solemn cere-
monies connected. with the con-

‘ ference was the homage they
paid to. the three martyrs who -

were hanged in a cell in the
Delhi Jail in connection with
the Hardinge Bomb Case in

. 1913. There were tears in’ the

eyes of all, and an old comrade

- could not help bursting out; “It

is here that people should come
first even before they go to Raj-

ghat,” thereby stressing that in

fact, these revolutionaries had
prepared .the ground on which

Gandhiji had bullt up his great .

movement.
‘ An unhozrpy feature o)‘ the

" the conference to -clarify.

‘days earher about Deltn "I'Na
city is the symbol of old Indin }
_and -the new. Even the  stones
here whisper:to our ears of the §
ages of long ago. and the air we 3
‘breathe is full of the dust and }
_ fragrance of the past, as also of
" the fresh and piercing winds of |
the present. - Tradition. of mil-
lennia of our history surroundl
‘us at every step, and' the pro-
" cession of innumerablé génera-
tions- passes by before our
. eyes.”
" But Delh'l saw last week

throw” “the British Raj Two of
the most organised -of the arm-"
ed revolts against foreign ' do= :
mination also went unrepresent-
ed. Hardly any. of the well-.
known figures of the IN.A,, the
soldiers who had entered Im-
phal with the inspiring battle~-
ery of “Dilli Chalo”, were seen
at the conference, While the
heroes of the R.IN. strike of
1948, who had hoisted” the flag
of open revolt msxde ‘the enemy
camp itself, were also excluded.

Was all this because those
_who paid, were. calling the ture; people who had created his-
. ‘tory in the reéent past.. These

or was it the result of some evil .
intellect working . behind’the . ‘were the people vipho had tak~
scenes? It is for. theé sponsors of ©  en up arms agamst the j‘or—
It eign rulers to achieve India’s
would have .been -much _more -Independence, comride-at-
becoming of the great heritage arms of Bhagat Singh Jatip
of sacrifice and selfiesstess of Das, Sukhdeyp, -and Chandro-
the. revolutlonanes if such pet= shekhar Azad. -
ty consxderatmns had not And on their faces were wrl.t
dragged into such a solemn  the hxstory "of ‘thié long and bit-
‘ter nine ‘decades of Indxa’o

function, - -
. Pandit Nehru had - sald .some fx‘eedom ﬁght. :
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partunit\y to request

friends in the Oppositum to

realise that the  difficulties

‘which we are facing in this

State are part of the difficul~

tzes which the entire: country

is facing today. The rise in
) pnces of foodgrains is an all-

India phenomenon and is not

‘confined to this State. That

i3 e:cactly why the Prime Mi-

* ister and other leaders.of theg

Ceritral Government .are ex-

- pressing their concern at this

.and are appealmg for a no-

tional approach to this pro-
~ blem. I hope that the parties &1
' of the Opposition . in- this %*

State also.would look - uponi &}

‘this as ' a nationcl problem

and help thé Government is-

solving it in the best infer-
ests of the entire people.

Our Government proposes
shortly to convene a meeting of
the .State Food Committee
which was formed ' some time
ago. I hope that the parties: of
the Opposition’ represented !n
the Committee would offer con- %
structive suggestions which, i
accepted and mplemented by
the” Government, will help th
entire people.

. either supply us the quantity of
rice that is necessary -for conti-
nuously run.mng the fair-price .
shops, or in the alternative,
create such conditions in the
surplus areas of Andhra or-any-
where else where we can free-
ly buy rice at rates which are
reasonably -low for our people.

Recently, - however, some
change has been brought about.’
The Central Government has
-permitted us to buy rice in the
surplus areas of Andhra at pri-
ces above the levels which had
been fixed by it as controlled
prices. - We have already made
arrangements for the purchase
of 10,000 tons under this arran-.
gement; nearly half of this has-
already been . loaded and is
shortly expected to arrive. We
are making arrangements for
further purchases on this, basis.
Our Minister for Food, and the.
officers of the department . are
proceeding in a couple of days
to Hyderabad for making &
more stable arrangement - for
regular supplies on -this basis;
we hope that this will enable us
to run -the fair-price shops in
the coming months.

I would also take this op~

S -
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conference ‘was the ion

. of a section of the old revolu-

_ tiongries . who g@gre now
members of - the Communist
Party..  Ajoy Ghosh, Ge-
neral Secretaru of the Party,
ivho was a close associate of

: .Bhagat Singh - -and Jatin. Das,

and co-accused in the Lahore

Conspiracy Case, was not in--

vited. Ambica Chakravarty
_and Ganesh Ghosh of the
_-Chittagonig- Armoury Raid
_Case were left -out
also Kalpana Dutt (now Smt.
- Kaolpana Joshi), 'the heroic
‘name which had once stirred
‘the ‘hearts ° of thousands of

India’s youth.. Smt. Bina Das

_of Bengal, who had shot a

! " the Governor as she went up

to recelve her degree at o

' Convocation, wasohoaot

present. Lol

The sponsors of the oonfer-
ence had left out.the heroes of
the Meerut Conspiracy Case and

who were also accused of the
“crims of conspiring  -to eves-

as -

the Cawnpore Conspiracy Case, '
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