_— The meetmg of the Nahonal Development
-Countcil (NDC) held on the 8th and 9th of this
month has put the finishing touches on the process
of scuttling the Plan started by Sri T. T. Krishna-

- machari with the full sanction of the Nehru Gov-

" ‘ernment. If Knshnamachan began his Operation |
Scuttle with the excuse of lack of foreign exchange, L
. the Natlonal Development :Council, under the ins- |

. piration of the Planning Commission, is préparing

to finalise it ‘with the excuse of lack of mtemal re-

sources. . The

sions of the NDC

I N ‘May _‘last,
evident ‘from -the

Commission's -Memorandum on.

- Appraisal ‘and: Prospects of the
. Second Five-Year .Plan that
given the ‘present official poli-

cies, the resources likely to be .
-available to finance the Plan -
- were ghort in-relation ‘o the .

-original. ‘ouitlay ‘of Rs. 4,800
crores in’ the public sector. The
Commission’s own ‘estimate in-
dicated the level of total .re- -

' “sources -at around - Rs. 4,260
“¢rores.

Misieadﬂng
Wstimates

“iA¥raid 4o own' this big -cut,
~{he Commmission -and the Gov-
"ermnent misled the people and
+/matie-them-believe-that the Plan’
" ouflay'could be raised“to Rs.
! 4 ;500 crores’by raising additional

- ‘resources’ of ‘Rs. 240 crores. In
“fact, the Government raised the

- -hope that there was some possi-

“blhty of raising ‘even Rs. 4,800 -

crores and prepared two esti-
"mates, one based 6n a Rs. 4,500-
:.crore outlay and another on a
"Rs.’ 4,800—crore outlay.

~truth that not wmore than Rs.
4,260 crores can be raised thro-

~ugh® mtemal ‘and-eXternal re- .. .

gources. "It has owned up the

truth -that the investment pro- ..

- gramme of Rs. 4,800 crores can-
not beé carried out. - At the same
‘timé. it ‘has prepared its estima-

‘“4és‘ on 'the basis of an outlay of
“Rs. 4,500 crores though it knows
"that there is ‘no chance ‘of doing
go. Now it is the turn of the
NDC to refuse to accept.facts

and stick to the outlay of Rs. .

4,500 crores. 'This 'is - nothing
but ‘misleading the people..
“In‘reality, the Comimission has
N ‘stated that' the ~maximum re-
i sdurces that ‘the Centre and the
‘States are- likély to. he able to
_ provide in the next two years
‘are resources of the order of
' Rs 1,754 crores, whereas the re-
_quirements for reaching a total
" of Rs. 4,500 crores over the two
“years amount to Rs. 2,034 crores.
.. There is thus a shortfall of
Rs. ‘280 crores—Rs. 198 crores
‘at the Centre and Rs. 82 crores
“in the States. :
Over the five-year penod the
gtotal outlay car, on this basis,
-be only Rs. 4,220 crores—a cut
~of 12 per cent in the investment
-programme—a cut to.be enfor-
eed’in the remaining two ywr
—of-the Plan.

Bt Was
- Avoialable

This drastic ~ reduction in
-Plan - investment "was,
“course, not necessary. ' There

. are enough internal resources
“"ta finance the entire Plan and .

emment had nationalised im-

priblic sector. efficiently and if
it had not Ssuccumbed to the .
«:lgnded interests and barred. .
the way to rapuily inereasing
-producuon in aynculture, if it

it became

of

7‘n¢_>re of it -if the Nehri Gov- -

port-export trade, Tun the’

bankruptcy of the Congress regime
_which is unable to fulfil the demarids of a-mode-
:rate-plan stands orice more- conﬁrmed by the ‘deci- .

had_shonm tkhe comrage to

- take over the enormous pro-
‘fits of foreign concerns and
.- diverted them for national de-
- velopinent. Instead today in
-Kerala, it i3 encouraging
- foreign British tea planters to
fight the workers and resist
their just clarms for wages
. and_bonus.
" ‘The crisis of internal resour-
ces, like ‘the crisis of foreign
‘exchange, 1is entirely Govern-
~ment-made. It only shows that
.ithe Nehru Government, -because

‘of :its :deep ' entanglement with .
sévery kind of vested ‘iriterests

whom. it 'repre'sent's,' is unable
- to'fulfil the minimum  demands
--of-‘economic -development.
However the crisis of the
“Plan” is -much ‘deeper ‘than is
seen from the-published figures.

"After six months, the Com-
_mission has vzrtual]y owned! the i

In reality, it is next fo impos-~
sible to have an outlay of Rs.
4,220 crores. .

- For,-this estimate of resources
is based -on the maximum taxa-
tion “that is considered to be
possible by the Commission; be~
sidés,. it neglects a-number of
.other demands that are likely to

‘be ‘made-on the public treasury

in the coming-period. It inclu~
des the additional Rs. 12 crores
taxation that the State: Govern-
ments promxse to raise in the
future. ‘It also envisages addi-
‘:tional taxation of about Rs. 40
crores  at the Centre. )

On the other hand, no allow=
ance. is made for any increases

.in the wages and salaries that -

might be recommended by the

Pay Commission.. The estimate’
‘of yield from loans, small sav~
ings and the availability of ex~ ™
is too high, .

‘ternal -assistance
“based as it is on recent favour-
able figures.

‘Besides, in the" above estb

" mate the limit for‘deficit-financ~
‘ing for the next two years has -
"béen ‘taken at Rs. 100 crores a
_.year. ‘'This is neither safe nor

sound 'in view' of the huge
amount of deficit-fiancing in the
first three years of the Plan and
its inflationary conséguences on
the. price structure.
Déficit-financing at.the Cen-

fre in the first . three years is-

estimated at Rs. 798 crores, be~
sides - the aggregate budgetary

deficit of the States in the three :

‘years; estimated at Rs. 85 crores.
‘In the ongma] Plan estimate,
deﬁmt-ﬁnancmg was to contn~

‘‘leaves Rs. 300 crores -
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bute Rs 1,200' crores. ‘This
to be
raised through this source.

Robbery ©f
‘People

But .even the Planning Com-~
- mission does not think it:safe to
stick * to :this figure -in ‘view of *
‘the" inflationary trend in our

economy. In fact, it-does not ~

think it safe to raise Rs. 100

crores in a year through this

‘source. -
" The reason is obvious. With
prices --at the present level
and  “with the 'grdw'ing
demand. = for mcrease in
-nijages ‘and -salaries ‘to com-
pensate the -increase. in the

' cost 'of living, thereé:is no room - '

for-deficit-financing now land
-any -resort to it would not
“only ‘mean ‘sheer robbery .of

" the'people; but-produce dele-

terious effects on the ‘economy

and react adversely on the'
.Plan itself.” |

Official spokesmen and eco-

nomists repeatedly assured the:

. people that deficit-financing was: .

an easy method of creating cap-:

ital and ‘would not lead to infla- -

tion as every' ‘in¢rease in
monetary . cireulation -would be,
matched by a corresponding
increase in productlon :The
experience . of ‘the 1last. few
years has - clearly - shown
~that, deficit-financing is a me-~
thod of creating capital by rob-
bmg the common man. ~

y

- 'B. T. RANADIVE

lowing prices to run-away des-

pite deﬁcxt—ﬁnancmg to the tune -
of Rs. 900 crores. But it did not
- rconfess -the truth :that this was

-achieved by  reckless squan-
dering -of forexgn exchange re-

-gources -which - has now been

given as the main reason -for

drastically _curtailing the Plan. .
India had to pay a heavy price :

for deﬂcxt-'ﬁnanmng But now
that our foreign -exchange re-
sources are no more, there is.no
cushion: {0 .offset the é&ffects of
further - defict-financing. " It is,
‘therefore, . extremely - doubtful

-whether Rs. 200 crores could be

raised through this source with-
out ‘a-steep rise in prices. :
* Nothing stands. out more

I glaringly ' than_the fact that -

for ‘the next ‘two -years, ‘the

i West Notuithstanding certain
i _.agreements with the- Socidlist
cotintries, - the -planners have

‘atd’ and loans from. the USA
‘and her agencies. - The total
external assistance is estima-
ted at Rs. 1,100 crores, It in-
cludes the recenf authorisa-

- tion at the Washington Con-
ference - sponsored by the
World Bank.

.Out of this, utilisation in‘the

first three years is estimated .at

Rs. 458 crores; the balance for .
the next two years will be Rs..

642 crores. Whether the assist-
ance Cwill be available.according
to- proxmse is very doubtful.
-But the heavy rehance on ex-

|

lezx the next two years, ternal assxstance for the rest of
'deficit-financing, if . resorted the Plan is seen from the 161=
“to j on -any big secale, is. lowing figures: .

“likely to upset the price strue=
\ture -and financing of the Plan.

the} effects of - deficit-fin+
ancing were held in ‘check by
the;I
our foreign exchange re-
sourt:es‘y The huge imports lead- :
ing to adverse balance of pay-

mehts ' led-to - ‘withdrawal of

home . currency .to offset the in-

flationary trend.” But they ‘had’ ‘

to be financed by.a draft-on our -

valuable forexgn excbange re‘-

-sources.
The
congramlated'-xtself for ot al-

1
|

1fself In the first three years,

organised loot and squander - -

Congress Govemment -

Resources of the Country '.

Rs. (in crores) _

Balance of. Plan outlay
(corresponding to total
‘of BRs: 4,500 crores
overall). -

Domestic. fesources B

‘available :

Balance .from revenues
(including addmonal

- faxation) 140
Contribution of ran’ways 124
;- Loans, small savmgs
etc 254
. : Total 518
Ebztemal assistance .. 642
- 1,160 <

Total resources

".than 50 per cent

Plan relies too. heavily ; on’
' “external” assistence from,the ]

i deemed it fit to take heavy

- withstanding -

© 1,088

Deduct Central assist-

ance to States

Add deficit~financing 200
Resources available for < :
the Centre's Plan © 890

Out of the total Central re- -
sources of Rs, 1,160 crores, more
i.e. Rs. 642
crores are to come from exter-’
nal assistance. Now ‘without this
huge assistance, the Plan must’

-..collapse. There will bé very-lit-- -
tlg left of'it. The World Babk '

and Western financiers have se-"

cured a'firm grip over the Cen- .

470

tre’s Plan which-deals with the =

.major strategic projects and the )
Qut -of 'a total.

public sector.. C
amount of Rs. 1,360 crorés, more
than Rs.. 800 crores will be
raised through external assxst-

ance and deficit-financing. Suchk

is the shaky and unfirm* basxs of
the financial resgureces, .

i And with all-his, there will

‘be a deficit of Rs. 198 crores— -
if outlay correspomlmg to total

SPECTS @_Ezui

‘Rs.’ 4,500 crores is to ‘pe made.' :

It is obvious that with all these ..

'hmxtanons, a.sum far less than -

Rs.. 4,220 crores alone can be
raised,

As regards- the States, the
same taleis told. On the basis of -
the revised figure of an overall
outlay of Rs. 4,500 -crores, the

-outlay to .be incurred. in the

coming two * years is Rs. 946’

crores. ‘With Central. assxsta.nce .
. of Rs. 470 erores, the State Gov~ .

ernments will be able to-finance

these two years, This .would

. mean a shortfall. of Rs. 82 crores

on the basis of the Fevised Plan -
allocations, As against the ori-
ginal target, the shortfall w111

" work out at Rs. 255 crores.’

" So far as additional taxation
is concerned, the States  can
raise -only --Rs. 12 ‘crores not-
the Planning
Cominission’s’
raise Rs. 60 crores of additional

i

*..4n outlay of Rs. 864 crores in -’

exhortation * to.. -

taxation m the commg two

years.,
All this ought to show that.

given the present official poli- -

cies, not only an outloy of Rs.
4,500 crores was not possible;
even the outlay '0f " Rs. 4,220
7 crores was not attainable, The
NDC and the Commission are
mzsleadmg the people by toy--

ing with these figures. A far .

bigger cut in the Plan. is ine-.

_ vitable than is ackf{mnledged
- and announced.

The real cut,on the basis of -

-the pmsenﬁ ﬁgures can 'be cors;

¥ SEE PAGE 13
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KERALA PLANTATEONS
f—THE TWQ WAYS

T 'HE Kerala plantation workers' strike has natmnal
- significance.
, the Congress leddership defends even reactionary foreign

to_guarantee their rights, that it violates all democratic
norms because it canrot put up with the existence of a
Communlst Government in a part of our country. Having
failed ‘with various sections of the people .of Kerala to
overthrow the Kerala Government, they plotted with and

. Ministry but they have again failed.
’ All glory to the plantation Workers of Kerala who
stood firm and-solid.. Salutations to the Kerala Ministry
that refused to get panicked or provoked and coolly and
wisely carried out its ,policy of justice_ to the workers
and functioned, in-very critical times, the’administration
in Kerala just as our democratic countrymen desire the
Government should functioh throughout our vast land.
The workers' demand was plain and simple, they

$ .ceded- by the ‘planters to the Workers in neighbouring
' Tamilnad.

. /~
WA Y,

earlier Congress Government itself had withdrawn the
~issue from adjudication because of the long-delays it in-
volved. The Union Labour Minister, Sri Nanda, has
himself times without number gone on- record against
.compulsory adjudication and also advocated collective

bargaining. But when a Comrunist Mmlstry clears the

o

feign horror.
‘The unity and strength of the workers and the
.-patlent and._persistent efforts of Kerala Labour Minister

manager of Kannan Devan, Souter, was willing to sign’
~the agreement but he was pulled back by influential
4 Congress feaders and Britain’s diplomatic representatives,
The British High Commissioner met Pandit -Pant
-and warnéd him that the Kerala strike would act as

" ster got at Kerala’s Chief Minister.
High Commissioner: rushed to the spot, the planters were
. streamlined, the anti-strike Press propaganda stepped
up, the Congress.and other opposition leaders duly con-
‘tacted and so on. The British diplomat had the temerity

the Chief Minister of Kerala which herightly refused.
~ This strike has also clearly revealed that all the
earlier propaganda build-up of Communist interference

_ministrative ‘machinery itself against the Communist
Government -and its policies.

It encouraged the police ofﬁelals to fire upon the
_workers against the declared police policy of the Kerala
Government. _ The provocation did not succeed. The
.pohce officials "have been transferred and a- judicial -en-
" quiry instituted to find the facts and fix the respon51b1-
lity, so that the guilty may be punished.

* Administrative sabotage against the Communist
Governmeént was tried but failed. 'The Kerala Govern-
_ment has“triumphantly vindicated its own authority and
ensured' the. democratic rights of the people.

might to disrupt the strike and failed. Ramanujam and
Vasavda ‘are left licking their wounds and the INTUC

weaker.

Kerala Government and they failed as they deserved to.
- The issues involved were soclal‘ justice, democratic.
-¢ rights, decencies of public life .and India’s honour. The
3’ Communist. Government stands vindicated as their bold

" and uncompromlsmg champion. The Congress leadership
" stands damned -as ‘their shameless, violator.

3. aided by the INTUC, the planters have broken off nego-
" tiations but:there is no doubt that the British planters
will be, put in their place by the Kerala Ministry and the
plantation workers.. -
The Kerala strike is a great lesson for the Indian
people as a whole. It plainly reveals-in whose interests
- and which. way the Congress seeks to run India. Kerala
_stands ‘out in sharp contrast under a Communist
“Government. - .

T ' (November 12)
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It has dramatically demonstrated that ,:
. you would be

interests against Kerala’s two-and-a-half lakh plantation - “against the SP“” of

workers just bécause they have a Communist Government

aided the British planters to blow up the Namboodlrlpad :
" warned  the "

* claimed their due bonus, a demand that ‘had been con-

i ‘The Congress leadership advocated adjudication. Thev

3. decks for collective bargammg and insists upon it, they

Thomas had produced a situation in which the British.

“disincentive to British capital.and the Union Home Mini-
The British Deputy

to.want to ‘discuss the “law and order! situation with.

with the administration was only a .cover to use the ad-

The INTUC High Command functioned with all its '
instead _of succeeding stands more.  discredited and '

. The British planters, the CongreSs propaganda ma-.
chine and thepolice bullets all Were hurled against the |

Encouraged. by the Congress High Command and

“SPIRIT OF
KHADI”

D O you know that if you'

union,
working

form a trade

khadi"?

) That is how the bosses:of
the Khadi Gramodyog Bha-
van in New Delhi apply
“the spirit of khadi” to-

their employees. The ma--
_ nager of the Bhavan, Ram

Nath Tandon, has already

that he would take “pro-
per action” against them
for having formed a regis-
tered union of their own.

‘Other. manifestations of
the “spirit ‘of khadi” that

- have come 2eross . in the
. Gramodyog Bhavan are

that the management in its
letter  of appointment to
the employees, says that it
has the right to sack any
employee " “at any time
‘without notice” and can re-"_
vise = their “designation,
-scales of pay and allow-

- ances as and when it de-
. cides to do so" o ‘

.- 'The fashionable shop of
the Gramodyog Bhavan in

- Connaught Circus is always .
crowded with khadi buyers. -

The Bhavan netted a profit
of Rs. 67,000 in 1956-57, and
during 1957-58, its profit is

expected to exceed Rs: one

1akh. ‘But not a pie has so

far been given.to the em- -
- ployees as bonus. .

~ This does not mean, of ' -
course, that the Bhavan is

absolutely - inconsiderate.
The manager himself, it
seems, has been getting

- stitching - contracts from

the Bhavan in the name of

" his wife, daughter and 13-

year old.son..

But then, the “spirit of'
khadi” enjoins self-help,
doesn‘t it?!

Acr oF
INDISCIPLINE

A clerk in

Sugar Factory at Bod-
han, Nizamabad ~ District,
Andhra, has been suspend-
ed for the “crime” of add-
ressing a letter to the Chief
Minister.

The factory is a semi-

government one, the Gov--

ernment . holding nearly 80 °

' per cent of the shares. .

" The manager in his sus-

. pension order charged the

clerk: “You have written a
letter direct to the Chief
Minister, thus committing

an act of. indiscipline and -

betrayal, and as such, you
are hereby suspended.
Please explain your con-
duct.” -

If .anybody has to explain
his conduct I would say it -

is the manager himself.

TENPORARY
. APPOINTHENTS.

I realise the difficulty. of

the Andhra Government

- topull up such officers

' NEW AGE.

employees '

" that 1197

. during the, year

" temporary

the Nizam ‘

when its own record is not
above board

‘Nearly. two months ago,

.. I came across the report of

the Andhra ‘Public Service
‘Commission for the year
1956-57. - It is a very en-

lightening.document and I

would recommend both Sri
Dhebar and Pandit Pant to
study it before they talk
of - administrative irregula-
rities in Kerala.

. The Public. Service Com-
mission (PSC) -complains
that when new appoint-
ments i were made,
“contifued indefinitely. for
months together on a tem-
porary basis” on-the excuse

that other rules *had not -

been framed.

The PSC report’ reveals
“temporary ap-
pointments” were made
under

‘emergency  provision but

_“in most cases, the appoint-
ing authorities failed to.

obtain the concurrence of
the Commission before the
expiry - of the . period of

three months” as enjoined

under the rules. Actually it

found that “there are still -

several - instances where
7 appointments
are being continued for

years.”

A candidate was .recom-

"mended by the PSC for the

post of a woman' Medical

- Officer, but “the Director of -
Public Health took nearly

one-and-a-half years  to

issue . proceedings to regu-
larise the services- of the

officer.” -

““In June 1956, a candidate

_was selected - for appoint-

ment . as'a lower division

clerk, but the appointment -
" was not made even two

years later, and even the

PSC’s letters remained un-.

answered

It 1S not that the PSC is

a very turbulent body today
opposed to the  Andhra
Government. In fact, the
Government took care to
decide that when- any spe-
cial committee for the sele-
ction of personnel is set up,

- it is the Secretary of the

Department concerned who
should preside “over the

-special committee and not

any member of the PSC,
who will just be an ordi-

nary member 0f any such .

committee

ABUSING
ASPECT

*In fact, when a commit-
tee was appointed by the
Planning ;and Development

Department to recruit spe- -

cial edutation officers, the
PSC members were: totally
dispensed-with and not one

.. of them was-taken on the
committee.

What is most amusing in
the report is that in spite
of all these patent irregu-
larities, the covering-létter
from the Governor of And-
hra states: ““As there has
been no case of rejection
or deviation from the ad-
vice tendered by the And-

“these :

.hra Pradesh Public Service
Commission, no - explana-
_tory memorandum is re
. llllll'ed”' ]

TRIPPING
BADLY

HE‘ PSC report of a
State Governiment, you
may " think, concerns the
intérnal .administrative
matter of a State. But you

- are mistaken. A correspon-
_-dent tells me that-the PSC
report: is duly sent by the

Andhra Government 1o the’
= American Consul ‘in Mad-

ras. What has the .Consul
of any foreign Government
to do with the adminis-
trative problems. of .any of
our State Governments?

It is up to the Central.

- Intelligence to investigate.
But there is a precedent.
Only last month, the Home
Minister, Pandit Pant him-
self, was discussing internal

administrative matters of-

a State with the U. K. De-
puty High Commissioner,

and even tried to browbeat -

the Kerala - Chief Minister
- over the cock-and-bull
. story of “mob rule’ in the
Kerala plantatmns that he
had lapped up from the re-
presentatives of the British
Government.

In trying to harass the
Communists,” our Ministers
. are often caught tripping
badly, giving in to foreign
agencies - which = hardly

tallies with either national"

: self-respect or
security. o

natfiqnal

1|I0 DISGRIHII!MTIGN .
A MAJOR weapon in the

armoury . of the Con-
gress leaders. to fight the
Kerala Ministry is that it is
unlawfully discriminating
in the matter . of appoint-
ments against
nents

¥ Here is a report which
- I -have just received

' from Rajasthan: a teacher -

at  Jaipur was . suddenly
suspended = and charge.

- sheeted for having associat

ted himself with the Com-
munist Party. Though the

charge was denied, no en-

quiry was held, and the
teacher- has been under
suspension for the last
year-and-a-half. =

© Recently, tvro teachers

in Jodhpur District
"have been suddenly remo-
ved. from service.. They
were punished with no ex-
planation for the, sack. But
it is generally known that

CID reports branded them

as political = undesirables,
though, of- course,. the dis-
missed teachers have not
‘been given any opportunity
to defend their position.

® . A gentleman from Roh-

tak, Punjab, Chaudhury -

"Dharan Singh Vakil was

selected for .Government

employment by the Com-

' missioner of the Ambala

Division. But the police re-
port vetoed the appoint-
_‘ment though the gentléman

‘"had nothing to do with any

political party.
_ —DIARIST
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its oppo- .

'S sends:

STATEMEN

T OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF: iNDIA

gt

on The Anmversary Of i’he 12-Parties’ @eeiaraﬁon

THE Secretariat of the
National Council of the
Cmnmumst Party of India
its warm fraternal
. greetings to the Brother Com~
munist Parties’ on the occa-
sion of the First Anniversary
of the Declaration of the
‘Communist and’ Workers’
Parties of Socialist Countries.

- This . historic document -

. summing up the’ experience
.of forty years of the world

Communist movement since
.the Great. October Revolu~ .
. tion has served to unify the”

ranks. of the world Commu-
nist movement: and contri-
buted to its further
growth and strength. Princi-
ples of Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationa-
lism unite the Communist

. rallymg the broad‘masses in.

each country in the struggle
for .peace,
Socialism and expounds the
common principles whick all
Parties must observe in the

. Socialist revolution and So-

cialist construction.

By calling on all Parties to’

fight revisionism i.e. Right-
wing - opportunism, . as the
main danger, the Declaration
has rendered historic servi¢e
to the world Communist
movement. The revisionist
programme of the Yugoslav
League

call to fight revisionism has
come none-toofsoon.

Revisionist. trends seek to
undermine faith in Marxism-

democracy ,and

of Communists has
clearly demonstrated that the

- b

Patties of all lands. Stressing
‘them the document gives cor=
rect guidance to the Commu-
nist and Workers Parties for -

Leninism from .within, at @
time when Marxism-Lenin-
ism is ‘scoring its biggest
triumph. = The Communist

.

Another chapter in the sordid tale- of betrayal of
the working class by the leaders of the Indian Na-
tional Trade Union Congress was written last week-
end when the Kerala chief’ of the INTUC, Sri B. K.
Narr, scuttled the Plantation Tripartite Conference by

opposing an over-all negotiated

settlement of the

labour dlspute involving -over two-and-a-half lakh
workers in Kerala’s tea and rubber estates. "

-1~ HE Conference, after pro-
Ttracted _discussions had
almost reached a satisfactory
compromise and an industry-
wide settlement was in sight
when the INTUC leader insis-

ted that any agreement rea- ..

ched at the conference should
be binding only on plantations
other than those in the Mun-

- nar area and that the Munnar .

dispiite should be' referred to
adjudication. = The employers
refused ‘to accept this stand
and insisted on an industry-

wide settlement and no piece-".

meal agreement leaving: out
the biggest plantations in Ke.-
rala.

It is the game of the-INTUC

to force an adjudication on.
‘the plantation workers of

Munnar who had defled the

INTUC leadership and con-

ducted a heroic struggle under

“the leadership of the AITUC
. against the white bosses'of the

Kannan Devan. . Hill Produce

] Company..

The result was that the con-
ference failed ‘and the em-
ployers snatched the opportu-
nity to back out of the nego-
tiations into which they had
been forced by the powerful
and - united action of the:en-
tire  plantation labour in
Kerala. E

1t is now reported that they
are demanding an industry-

wide adjudication since they .

need- not have any fear of
conceding anything to the

~workers by way of an indus-

trywide, settlement so long- as

~ the INTUC is there to block |
.the way to it. The Association

of Planters ' of Kerala, it is

said, will appeal to the Cen- -

tral Governmenf for a “na-
tional tribunal” to adjudicate

- in the dispute of the planta-
‘tion industry in Ketrala State.

The -planters :are no " doubt

- thankful to the INTUC for -
this dirty game of disrupting -

the - talks and betraying the
united struggle of workers

: seeking an honourable set-

tlement of the dispute. They

. are.now again talking about

the - “inescapability”. of ad-
judication. A memorandum
of the Association of Plan-
ters of Kerala (APK) says,
“It is - obvious . that as af
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Party of Indta is pledged to
fight revisionism and dogma=-
tism in tts own ranks and -
mamtam the purity of Marx-

t-L.emmst principles, It is
pledged to defend the prin-
ciple of p'roletanan interna=
tionalism and rejects all talkc
and action which. disturbs
the unity of the world Com-
munist movement and the
world workmg class..

The Twelve Parties Decla=
raticn has correctly stated
that the camp of peace and
Sociglism | headed by. the
- great Somet Union is getting
stronger, ivhile the camp of

: tmperialtsm and war is dis-~

integratmg
Peace has today become
‘the most lmportant question
for everybody The Declara-
tion has com qctly stated that
the forces fof world- peace
have become powerful
5 |

=

- move for a “national tribunal"
in this dispute.

Sri B. K: Nair, Kerala INTUC
chief, has tried to cover up his
betrayal of workers by issuing
a statement ~ slandering the

- Labour Minister and the Al-
TUC. "He puts the blame for

the failure of the negotiations

‘ enou.gh to check all aggres-

sors, Durmg the- course of
the last ome year, the forces

_of peace led by the USSR~

have several, times check-
‘mated the aggresswe deszgns
of the USA.

The . Decla.ratwn triump-

-hantly procla;med that' the -
colonial world is disintegrat-

ing, that the capitalist world

is  declining, while the So--

cialist  world . is- marching
from triumph to- triumph.

Events of the last year have .
fully confirmed the correct-.

ness of these: statements.
While the capitalist world,

_especially the USA, was in
‘the throes of a -recession,

China | was perform;ng

‘breath-taking -miracles of
productum While the impe--

rialists were busy ‘sabre-rat-

. movement

- poised for - still
* triumphs -
- their people, in the "service

and defeatmg them )
The bourgem,s critics of-

Marxism are.not tired of

repeating that it has become

_ outmoded. Facts, on the con-

trary, show that its power

to. shdpe human society i&: - Q.

increasing every day.-

The . world Communist’
] has scored new
and big triumphs since.the

Declaration. of the Twelve " ‘

Parties. Its Anniversary finds.
the world Communist Parties

in the service of

of democracy, peace and
Socialism. -

. The Cmnmnnist ‘Party ‘of

‘India hails the’ unity of the

world Communist movement

“and pledges to fight all trends

- greater -

VVANANNAANACY .

tling, the peoples of liberated .
countries, like.the people of
the Arab world, are fighting

Convenot oi the Joint Action

Committee. and thé Labour,
Minister -because -the planters,

had agreed to negotiate if the
strikes were withdrawn. ‘The
Tripartite - Conference which
commenced. on October ‘31. at.
Ernakulam . elected a _three-
man committee to serutinise

rzwne BET ssss sasmr

Beluml Faulure OF- Ka‘erala E‘lantazum Fallcs
ﬁ- From K. URN [KRISHH A WAR]IIB

least one major trade union
organisation, functioning on
the estates, has ' chosen to
stand . .out of .an industry-
wide settlement by negotia-
tion, adjudication has be-
come inescapable.” :

It will be foolish to imagine
that the plantation workers of-

Kerala will bow down to' this- .

INTUC-planter ' combination
and their game of forcing an
adjudication. on them. The
answer to this challenge has
already -been given. Forty-six
representatives of plantation -
workers belonging to the AI-
TUC, UTUC and HMS and -
independent unions met at

Ernakulam yesterday and they -

have warned against any at-
tempt to foist-a national tri-
bunal on the plantation lab-
our in Kerala. ~

Pr_oies‘t- Strike
On Rov. 25
‘This conference of repre-

- sentatives of non-INTUC
unions has also called for a

‘one-day protest strike in all- :

. plantations on November 2.
under the leadership of the
Joint Action Committee.. It
was. also decided that the
Joint  Action
should continue to function

in spite of the decision of-

the INTUC  to  dissociate -
jtself from it after the
breakdown of the Tripartite
Conference. The Joint Act- .
jon Committee will take im-
mediate steps to arrange
_joint meetings and demons-
trations from November 15
to 23 in order to mobilise all
plantation = workers on a
common platform for the
realisation of their demands.
The State Labour Minister
" has also made it clear that the
Government - wili oppose any

1

Committee .-

. to arbitration.”
“The Murnnar strike was sus- -

on the Labour Minister and
the planters.

" But he Hides the fact that
the Jlarge ma]ority of workers
in Munnar| had refused to
accept adjudication and car-
ried on the strike for 27 days
in the teeth of violent opposi-
" tion and provocation by the
INTUC and the Kannan De-
van management As a result
of this tenacious and brave
‘struggle of/ the workers in
‘Munnar the management of
‘the Kannan Devan itself gave
iup the demand for adudica-
‘tion and ag-rged to implement
lany agreement that could be
reached atr the tripartite
negotlat'lons @ 1

. 8ri Nair also hides the fact
'that other | members of the
Joint Action Committee be-

longing to the AITUC, UTUC :

‘and HMS were all prepared to
accept an industrywide:settle-
‘ment and |did not want to
leave the dispute in Munnar
for adjudication. o
[1 Again it was suggested to
. Sri ‘Nair~
conducted in Munnar to
‘ascertain whether the work-
. ers there| were really for
adjudication as claimed by

_the INTUC. This was also -
not acceptable to Sri Narr _&

The Union Home Minister
who had persistently asked the

State Government to refer the -

Munnar dispute to adjudica-
“tion himself stated at Trivan-

drum cn October 28 last thdt<
“the Munnaq strike might be .

called 'off for the purpose of
negotiations and conciliation.
If that was done, he- had
‘stated, “there would be no
" question of leaving the dispute

i

pended on October 30 in de-
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that a ballot be’

rerence to an appeal by the

‘the trading results of ten sele~
cted companies in order - to

settle the question of enhan-

ced bonus for’ the year 1957

On the basis of 'this com-
mittee’s: work there was the
possibility- of = getting a rea-
sonable increase in bonus and

the managements had almost
- agreed. to it. More ‘than twen-

ty-eight important issues in-
cluding bonus, festival holi-
days, etc., which had been
discussed -inconclusively for

years in the Plantation Labour
Committee were to be settled. -

for a three-year . period and

both the labour and the mana- .

gements as _well as the indus-
‘try could have enjoyed the

benefits of a long-term indus- -

- trial truce

- No amount of arguments by
'Sri B. K. Nair will help to dis-

prove the fact, that this agrée-";

able situation | wds torpedoed
by him for political purposes.

For a long time the Kerala

Congress. leadership had been
trying to make political -capi-
tal out of this labour dispute.

The question of adjudication

itself ‘was made ‘a point for'
demanding Central interven--
tion. | Behind- this political
fight of the Congress and

alien to Marxzmn-Lemmsm,
no ‘matter how they masdue-
rade themselves '

-Vice Chairman. -

° kulam “warning”

INTUC have been the influen-

tial hands of a 'group of ‘plan-.
ters organised in the APK. e

It is signiﬁcant “that the .
of the APKL
sri Kuriakose, : a’ member of .
the AICC, ‘'was chosen by Srl
B. K. Nair to -distribute his

“letters to the planters assem=-

bled in' conference at Erna~
/ them that
the INTUC would not coope-

_ rate.in an industrywide set-

tlement. It is well-known that
Mr. Kuriakose and other Con=-
gress planters in the . APK-
had been - vigordusly activa
these days to defy the State
Government and -deny the de-
mands of the workers. o

" 1tis also’‘reported that"

" just before the Tripartife

Conference resumed its ses- -
- sion-at Ernakulam on Nov-

ember 6, to consider the re-
- port of the three-man com-

mittee on the gquestion of

bonus, important: leaders of

the | Kerala® Congress  and
" Sri B. K. Nair had met and

chalked : out “a "line of

action” -for the conduct of -
"the lNTUC in the negotia-
) tlons.

Such is the- story of the-
“working class loyalty” of the
INTUC wonderfully demons- '
trated in,the plantation lab-
our struggle. Sri. Ramanujam -

and other Congress .and IN- . -
- TUC leaders can-certainly be .
happy that théy have, been -
able -to disrupt- the unity of - -

the workers which they have
always dreaded and opposed.
They can also be satisfied
with the thought that they
have strengthened the hands
of the enemies of the Kerala
Government, even if these

- ‘enemies be a handfiil of plan- .

tation tycoons. But the fight
is not yet over and the INTUC

-leaders will have yet -to- ans-

wer for their - actions before
the workers. -

I6 Daryaganl, ’ DELHI-7.
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- "condemned

‘ductionn. Food

'No Decision On
Crucial Issue

" sub-committee ®n land

DIWALI CAME, BUT....

T HIS .is Diwali ' week,
& {,akshmi, the goddess of
wealth, is worshipped and .
good wishes exchanged for
prosperity -and well-being.

‘Twen on  this festive occa- .
_sion, grim thoughts could
" not but enter the minds of
all of us.

The headling of even the

- British-owned Statesman of

November 11 was “A Quieter

- Diwali—Less Money to Spend,.

Fewer Crackers.” The finan-

.cial editor of the Right-wing:

Times of India (November 10)
noted: “the domestic economy
presenting :several . trouble
spots, Diwali thoughts this
year have been devoid of their

. customary 'exuberance”. No

further comments are neces-

sary. . . P
The sad state of our’ econo-

" my was discusséd in the Na-.
: tional Development Council
‘and. its results  have

been
analysed in a separate article

. by Comrade ‘Ranadive in this-
" issue. o . .

The Second Plan was to
".pave the way for our pros-'
" perity. :Right in .its midst,

we find ourselves in a very
different plight. The Con-
gress Government stands
for failure to
successfully implement the
very Plan_ it had itself .out-
lined. The Plan has been
cut twice already and it is
anybody’s guess as to how
much more it will get cut

... both in-financial and physi-

_cal targets and also where it

- will altimately end.

‘An integral part - of this

“misérable tale has been the

failure. to increase food pro-
scarcity and .
sbaring prices have been. the
standing scandals during the
last two years.. :

§

'The AICC had appointed a
re-

forms and food production

- gnd it met this week. It.Te-
peated once again all the slo- -
.gans and measures- to_step up

technological -aid to agricul-
ture. ‘The crucial issue was
land reforms based on ceilings,

‘and on this issue no final de-

cision has ~been taken. On
paper the sub-committee de-
cided in favour of “broadly
implementing” -the Planning
Commission’s’ proposals about
fixing ceilings both on pre-

N sent and future land-holdings.
! In practice, the State Govern-
_ ments have beenasked to pass

legislations . by March 1959
-only as regards future hold-

‘ ings but. not present ones;
. they have also been asked to

pass legislation guaranteeing

 seciirity 'of tenure and fixity
of reasonable rent, sharecrop- |

pers are ‘to be treated not as |
agricultural workers but ten-

A no't%\ ‘has ‘been - prepared
on the problem of fixing ceil-
ings on present holdings. and
circulated . to the States for

_ théir -opinion.” Thus, though

the landlord interests have
not been ablé to scuttle ceil-.
ings for good, the progressive
elements have " also not suc-

. ¢deded in getting the principle

.enforced. The issue has only

“beén” postponed to the next -
. méeting of the AICC dnd the

Congress sesslon itself.
- ‘Pandit Nehru, in his mon-

thiy Press -Conference, kidded
himself by stating that
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he was not “aware” that the;
appointment of the AICC
sub-committee .meant a re-
opening of the -question of
ceiling on land. He went on to
state that the principle of
ceiling was accepted and: the
question was about its imple-
-mentation. This, he added,
was more and more tied
with the larger question of
agricultural cooperatives.

Replying to a whole series
of questions on land reforms,
ceilings and food production,
he said: “There are only two
ways of food production. One
is big, eficient landlords using.
modern techniques and the

er efficient- peasants work-
ing in cooperatives. The first
one may produce good results,
but- relatively . speaking it is
oppressive to the peasantry.
Therefore,
the second alternative. :
‘have to consider not only
food production but also
human advance. At the cost
of food production, we cannot
forget the human factors| If
you forget the human factors,:
ultimately = food production
goes down.” . v

‘We

,I.andlord' )
Offensive

terated what the Congress has
‘already promised, but the pro-
blem facing him is to béat
back the offensive of = the
powerful - landiord elements

within ‘his own party and’ .

quickly - implement legislation
breaking. up the big landlord
farms, distribute land to the
tillers and then cooperatives
and technical aids will fulfil
their true purpose or else they
only add to the' power and
riches of the .landlord- ele-*
ments. .

. The AICC sub-committee
loudly reiterated the slogan

' ~of 100 per cent increase in

food production by the end of
the Third Five-Year Plan,

though the food production in
1957-58 1s no:more than seven

per cent above that in 1949-
50. ’

" The Times of India, in its
editorial- (November 8) enti-
.tled “It Be Done”, states:
“How _1a! we can increase
the production of food. de-

pends on the - effort we are -

prepared to put into it. Bub
curiously enough, the simple
fact has never been grasped
by the policy-makers in this
country. They continue. to
talk of this or that rate of
increase without -correlating
it to the measures they are
willing to take. .

“There is nothing imprac-
ticable - about doubling the
food oufput in eight years. For
that matter, if the reports
from Peking are to be believ-
ed, China has almost doubled
her output of food in one
year. The question as before
is not whether it can be done,

but whether we have the will -

to do it. If the experience of.
the last three- Yyears is any
-guide, we do not seem to

the production of food by 40
per cent during ' the Second
-Plan -period which, the Plan-
ners had assured - us at one
time: was quite feasible....

“New incentives can be
created by the programme of
‘land Treforms to which the
Congress is already commitied.
‘Before the AICC lays down
grand ‘production targets for

1966, it 'will be more -to ‘the

point for it to insist on the
completion of these reforms
within the next year or s0.”

~

we are driven to .

; the whole commune.” :

-brought about

- CHINA AGAIN -
T ORISR,
L AST week, we quoted Pan-

dit Nehru almost slander-
ing People’s China for belhg
an “army camp”, where eco-
nomic advances were being
registered but.at the cost of
democracy and human free-
dom. o
- The impact . of China’s
- achievements has been so
powerful not only upon all

_sections of Indian opinion

but also among honest
‘bourgeois intellectuals -in
the West and Pandit Nehru
had to eat his own words in
his monthly Press Confer-
ence this week:

“What I said was that China

" was being' organised:-as if it

was a soldler’s camp, that is
to say, people following a
strict routine as if in a camp.

‘They go to work at a certain

time; they come back for
lunch at a certain time; all
together—the whole village—:

We have an article on

in our middie pages and our
readers can just get a glimpse

' ) - of what they are like.
Pandit Nehru has only rei- -
‘operation Minister- Dr. P. 8.

We quoted the Union Co-

Deshmukh’s interview from
Hongkong. This week he has
spoken again in New Delhi
in still more glowing terms:

“All the Chinese people are

keen and earnest in helping -

their country. ... .
“I was highly impressed by
the enthusiasm of the Chinese
people. There is competition
among the people, competi-
tion not to gain anything for
oneself, but competition to
give to the people and coun-

try. Everybody vies with each

other to work more and more:

That Is a feature not obser-

vable anywhere else.” ’

* . Re said that he had never
imagined such popular en-
thusiasm. “People are work-
-ing on their ewn without
waiting for the experts to
advise or help. We saw_so
many - fertiliser factories.

- .One such factory started by
a group of young chaps just
on their own” he recalled.

Plea For Greater
Contact

He said that he might make
a brief report to Prime Minis-
ter Nehru about his visit to
China and agricultural prac-
tices there as well as the po-
pular enthusiasm "that has
such - high
yields. : .
' T would like to see greater

contact between the farmers.

of China and India and also

between the experts. I would.

like‘them to go there and live
there for, say, six months, stay
there in the communes and
study their methods.

“The Chinese

dians. They have a general

- regard and fellow-feeling for

the Indian people” = . .
The ~ reality of Chinese
achievement is so - glgantic

that is can evoke such spon-

taneous tribute even from a
known Right-winger like Dr.
Deéshmukh and lead him to’
advocate practical fraternal
cooperation between our far-
mers and experts. -

Another Union Minister, Sri

S. K. Dey, for Community De-

velopment  also - spoke
China’s -example .in a lauda-
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the
*-. People’s. Commune in China

y farmers_are -
very friendly towards the In- -

missioners | about
production. The Indian papers
are competing with each other
in paying their tributes to
'China’s - achievements. This
week, editorials have appeared
in the Times of India, Indian
Express and the influential
Hindi Nav Bharat Times and
the -Hindaustan. All these
papers ; are ~well-known for
being R}ghtfwmg. )

Only one month ago, the -

statésmen and specialists of

the West came to New Delhi .

to save India from “going
-Chinese way”. How bank-
rupt has proved their pipe

- dream—and so soon? Learn-

ing from China is no more

" a- Communist slogan, but is .
becoming the national de-_

mand of all serious-think-.

ing people who are generally"

worried about the ecrisis: of
" the Indian Plan and who
have the faith that the In-
dian people can also achieve
what the Chinese " people
have achieved. The struggle
against the reactionary poli-
cies which ' have ‘produced
the crisis of our Plan and

for policies which will get .

us out of this mess and to-
wards a hapny 'and prospe-
rous life,” reaches a ncw
height. = o

IN PAKISTAN

. TR RIS

D ICTATOR Ayub Khan has
not come down a bit from
his earlier war poser. Indian
nationals within PakKistan are
peing molested. Border trade
has disappeared. Pakistani
_officials are dodging. horder
demarcation. Armed clashes
.on the ‘border- are taking
_place. At first, they were used
to charge India as the aggres-

sor, but after .Indian protest -

and clear evidence, it was
owned up as the misdeeds of
“mischief-makers” from with-
in Pakistan itself. The Naga
rebel chief, Phizo, is being
fraternised with by Pak offi-
cialdom. - .
Pandit Nehru, in his Press

. Conference, declared that In-
but -

dia was- not “worried”;
that “it was necessary to be-~

ware of dangers inherent in .

a military dictatorship in
which the normal  checks of
democracy did not function.”
He was critical of the Ameri-
can and British Press com-
ments on Pak developments.
When asked if the Indian
Government would take up
the issue of continuing and

greater military aid to Pak-

istan as constituting a more
intensive ' threat to Indian
-security and Asian peace, he
did not think it was neces-
sary because of the declared
- policy of the Indian Gov-
" ernment. Must the carrot of
. S. economic . aid silence
us against the ‘danger of
threat from' U.'S. arms in
the hands of U. S. puppets
~ on our very border? Com-
" rade Bhupesh Gupta, Com-
‘munist spokesman - in the

Rajya - Sabha, has rightly -

démanded that the Indian
Government must be made

to warn the U. S. Govern-

ment that any military aid
 'to Pakistan’s dictatorship is
an unfriendly act towards

; India. o .
i If Pandit ‘Nehru is not ‘tak-

-, ing this first practical step °
of - against.-the :menace from the
- Pak side, hig Heutenant Bakshi'

1.

tory manner in the staff c6n= -
. ference of Development Com-
Chinese .

efforts in boosting agricultural .

Ghulam' Mchammed is doing
his - worst to weaken Ka-
shmir before the new. threat.
Everybody knows that the De-
mocratie’ National Conference
split from the parent body on
the issue of democracy and is
more loyally for unity with
India than any other organi-
sation ' in Kashmir. It plan-.
ned a campaign to educate
the people against the new
menace at its doorstep. But

the Bakshi Government in -

Kashmir banned its conven-
tion. Sii Sadig has protested
against this “murder of de-
mocracy” and called upon
Indian parliamentarians to
visit Kashmir, see things for
themselves
Kashmir: for India.

" INSIDE CONGRESS

THE Congress- denial of
Samyukta -~ Maharashira
stands damned through the
latest bye-election from Pan-
dharpur constituency, - where

‘Congress candidate lost to the

Samiti by a margin . of over
9,000 votes. The -Congress has
not won a single bye-election,
at any level, against the Sami-
ti and this 1s shaking the mass
of Congressmen themselves,
who know that their electoral
prospects . in the . inevitable

general eléctions are becoming -

dimmer and dimmer.

The Congress Chief Minister
of Mysore. State refuses to
listen to the Congress Chief
Minister of Bombay to, settle
the border dispute on the
basis of the Pataskar formula.

The Congress in Punjab is
going from one crisis to ano-
ther. A leading Congress Min-
ister was manhandled by some
people and the police looked
on. The PCC President has

.resigned. and a real tug-of-- -
war is on between the various -

factions. . Master Tara Singh

threatens a morcha from the

Sikh -side for the Punjabi

" Suba, while the Hindus from

the other are getting ready to

Tresume satyagraha for the de- .
fence of Hindi. Not united
. struggle
lism, but intensified factional

against communa- -

struggle, each for himself, is
consuming the Punjab Con-
gress, - . o
The crisis in U. P. Congress
has  advanced to a’ new,
hitherto unknown stage, with
the resignation of the nine
Ministers. o
Referring to these develop-

~ments and: particularly the

erstwhile Congress stronghold
U. P.,, the Times of India
(November 7), in its editorial
entitled “Cracking Up,” writes:
“What has happened in U.P.

.is only one among the many

dire warnings to the Congress

hierarchy that the party will -

crack up if nothing is done
soon enough to give it 'a new
ideological cohesion. ' It is a
grim comment on the demo-
ralisation that has set within
the party. If these .squabbles
continue, the party may com-
promise even its chance of
winning the next general elec-
tion.”

So far it was the Commun- -
ist Party-that -used to state
that the . Congress could ‘but
get corrupted and crack up
under the. reactionary policies

which its leadership was dog- .

gedly pursulng. The Congress

-crack-up 1s now visible .even

to those who .support it.

. ~—P. C. JOSHI
(November-12, 1958). '
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‘and  help save .
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HE : hewslgapers . car-

.= -ried on the morning

 "of November 6 the report-
of the- signing of a sup- -

L S}ementary arrangement to
e Trade- accord between

India and the Democratic
. Republic of :Germany-
. (GDR) providing- for “an.

- increase in the exchange
of ‘commodities” between
the .two countries “on ‘a

balanded -basis” in the fol:

lowing year.:

It also provided for- the "
opening of a “Central Clear-- .

* ing Account” in India so that .
the rupees earned by the-
" GDR from -exports to India
" . “may be utilised for import’

of Indian products”. * -

The report was accompa-’

nied by a statement by the
~ 'GDR Trade Representative
" in New Delhi, Eric Rennei-

sen, that his country was '

ready to buy “goods from
India up to. a value of Rs.
ten érores a year provided
-“it was in-a position to earn
~enough rupees to pay for
~them.” - . o

. In contrast with this readi-.

ness of Socialist.Germany to-
help us expand our export.

earnings' has .been the atfi-

tude of the Government of-
-the other part of that coun--

try which is still under capi-
talist rule. '

Speaking at the annual
session of the GATT in Ge-
neva the Indian delegate

.+ L. K. Jha charged that West
.. Germany’s' “import restric-
" tions against Indian - goods,
- . particularly jute and its pro=-
" ducts, constituted - a -serious
violation of the Federal Re=
public’s obligations under the
GATT” (The -Timés - of
India;, November. 9). These

restrictions, he added “strike-
at’ the root of (West) Ger-.
‘any’s legal-and moral obli-
gations and reduce . India’s -

resources for the purchase of

‘rice; machinery and- capital

equipment.” - e
. Slap Im

The Face

" This atrocious’ violation of

‘ the, morms.- of international .

trade has not, however, made.

the officers in the Ministry -
of Commerce and Indusiry .
sit up and think as to why a’

‘ Government awhose. Minister
. of Economic Affairs (Erhard)
-qwas feted-and praised to the

skies during his recent visit

-to this country, should  de-
cide to slap us in the face—
-~ while a Government not ac-

‘corded even the courtesy of -

diplomatic . recognition, goes
. -out of its way to offer to buy
. all that- we are willing . to
" gell in . return- for . goods

- which ‘we. so sorely need. I -

they did they would have
 .found.that helping the deve-
* . lopment - of underdeveloped

" economies like ours—through’
* promotion of mutually bene~
ficial trade and supply of -

_equipment for industrialisa-

ENMDE GI!R NE ws &
ECONOMY ~ NOTES

_ fair trade practices and res- .
. trictionist policies is that of. |

- the capitalist countries. . !

" . West ' Germany’s apathy !

. tionalisation”™ = of

(A L

-Soviet
- production - during: - the. past ;

_ sive).”amounted to.11.2 per’-}

tion—is as much an- element
inherent in the economie and !
social policies of the Social- -
.ist* countries,” as stalling of -
the economic progress of
these economies through un= '

-towards the industriafisation :
‘of the less developed fecono- :

" ‘mies is not confined to India.
-In - Ceylon,

~ her Minister, !
Erhard, gesticulated & good |
deal -about the ‘uncertainty :
which the: frequent -mention
‘of the ‘possibility of “na- |
foreign-
owned - -plantations creates
in the mind of the investors :
overseas. - S
The moral obviously was *

‘to soften the .operations of -

the national policies to make
it easy for = foreign- enter-"r'

prise to redp the ‘maximum: -

dividends, In Pakistan, !
while pooh-poohing the So- :

viet offer’ of 400 million - ..

rubles credit.to . Egypt for ; -

- the first stage of the mighty | -

Aswan Dam as “mere win- ;

. dow-dressing” he “ruled out ™
" the . possibility. of his - eoun-
“4ry taking the initiative in | . .

arranging” alternative - cre-
dit for financing the project. :

 Why This 5
Apathy .

Why this apathy and fear? :
If, as  their -spokes-:
men are never tired of as- .
sérting, théir industrial and ;

- economic prowess is un--
orld, © .

matched in the wide
why - do’ they cry hoarse

-about the “economic offen~ - -
" sive” which the -
countries are alléged to have
_ launched in what were " so0

Socialist | _
far their close preserves?

The answer to it has to be .
sought in the rapid. strides: .

-which the Socialist ‘countries
" have beéen making :in_their

economic progress—thus -

" ‘bridging the gap which had
~divided them ‘'so” far from .

the more developed  coun-

‘tries :in the capitalist West.
‘Here"are a few facts:” = '

. The State Plan for indus- .

- -trial output:in " the * Soviet
“Union
" .more-than 103 per:cent dur-

-has  been.  fulfilled
ing .the ten months ' ending |
October:1958. It is now 36
‘times - greater . than “in
pre-revolutionary " Russgia
Mikoyan’s - speech”
at ‘the Moscow City - Soviet

Investment - for industrial
purposes in.the United Sta- |
tes, on the other-* hand, is
expected to be reduced by -

at least 13 per cent during : °

the current year. Industrial '
output in the first: half -of '

this year was 117per. cent '

less than in: the correspond- ' .
ing period of the ‘last year.
Further, whereas the aver-
age annual incrément in the_ !
Union's industrial !

five years (1954-58. . inclu-

N

+. ist - ‘pattern; 0] )
-, country, and yet, is afraid -

-meeting - on: November: 6). ".tries? . i ;

. cent the U.S. industrial out-

-put went up by:seven per
cént -during the first three

years and then got stuck at

that level. i
:In ' capital - eonstruction,

USSR allocations. - for- the

current: year will be nearly .

3.3 times as much. as the to-
tal invested in the

a -total of 7.5 million indus-

trial. and |handicraft - enters ..
- prisesin the first three quar=-

ters of the year. Democratic

" “Korea ‘built more than 860
Jactories in the third quarter -

alone,

The USA turned out 35

* per cent less steel in the first
eight' months of the - year.

West Germany’s output of . .

steel was the lowest in Sept-
ember since February 1956..

" Britain’s index of industrial -

production for August drop-.
ped by four to five points
.compared with
month last| year.

Taking tpe Socialist coun-..
tries as a whole, their indus- - -

try developed last year at @
rate approximately
and-a-half times of the capi-
talist world while

by two per|cent, according to

- the HSINHUA neéws-agen=

cy. .
‘Their _

e

Fears |

Czechoslovakia . and .
Germsdny presenting a grand

.- spéctacle q‘f consistent : - up-.

swing 'in_ industrial produc-
tion ._u'nder‘Socialist dispen-
sation—in { line with - the
splendid '

‘——and countries of the capi-
talist world showing a down-
ward swing, one can Very

well understand- the ' fears-

which- the| Erhards and Dil-

" lons have begun to entértain -

“in- respect| of their own fu-
ture. | R
With avenues of unequal

trade increasingly ~closed to -
them as a result of the So-
* cialist " . countries’. growing .’

_capacity and -readiness to
help in the' economic deve-
lopment of the underdeve-.

loped regions, they cannot -

but gnash| their teeth: and
rave to malign.the’ latter’s

. Correctly .has'v“Comrade Go-
mulka said that “it is preci-

sely because the future be- -

longs_to -Socialism. that the

.most” aggressive - imperialist, g

quarters do.- not want to
strengthen%worldfpeace and.

«fear competition with|it.”

- .. If the imperialists behave
- thus, thein antics have at
- least the: saving grace. of ‘be-

fitting the performers.: But

~ what can one say of a:Gov- - ‘

- erpment like ours, which is
- pledged to building a Social--
of society in the

.of unreservedly grasping the
-hand of f‘r}atemal»vassistandxe
extended by Sociglist coun=

Ominous
" Trend 1 ‘ P
" Even in !'t'rade'ffor' ‘which
the most favourable - terms
_have -been' offered ' by the
'1atter—-_thei; fullest -~ poten-
tialities -have not been tap-
ped by- it—rwith the result
* that despite flie readiness of

J

the Socialist importers to ab="

- sorb -the maximum quanti<

- ties of “our|export commodi-
ties, and: pay for: them -in.

foods v_vhic;h we need, we .
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i | entire -
Five-Year Plan. China built.

the. - same ..‘

four-.

the rate .
of industrial growth in the -
capitalist countries dropped -

id chievements:  in ,
China and| the Soviet Union .’

i
i
1
I
i
|
|
I

have - been! almost continu- .
ously having -a deficit -in "
trade with ithem. Even in the
first-half of. 1958 this deficit.
amounted fo Rs. 7.8 crores,
- whereas -during - “the ‘past
four-and-achalf years it has ..
_ totalled as/much as Rs. 31.8
B q)rores. (Capital, -November
8 EEETE :
More than this accumulat-

" ed deficit, however, it is the -

latest trend of the falling of
. our trade with the Socialist.
countfies' which is ‘ominous.
Thus in- the first quarter of
. the current year our imports'
from them ‘were Rs. 1.25 cro- .
Tes lower than. in the first
quarter of 1957, Exports, -
crores, (Ibid)- - )
. And this when tradé with

.Socialist countries. has been - *

bepeficial for the . country’s
. bagic  development. If . is
botne - out| even - by : the
British-owned - Capital.
Injits - issue of November
- 6§, it said - that “in_ .ge-
neral, imports from the Com-
munist countries -consisted
" of goods used in the develop-
~ment or ‘the' maintenance of
basic industry”. Giving a:
break-up ‘of the import fig-

ures ‘it stated -that about 60. ~

per cent. of these last year

. PLACATING FOREIGN -
. CAPITAL

. With Poland and Hungary"'. « . HE U.S. firm, Merck-

East .

- Sharp " 'and -Dohme is

again in the news. - Some - .

. 'tim€ ‘ago_ it had -secured - 'a -
licence for the manufacture . -
of streptomyecin ‘at the State- *

. owned Pinmipri Plant:: The :
latest.is its*tie-up with the

‘Tata Sons for floating a _sub- n

sidiary om -Indian soil to
manufacture - its -much-ad-
vertised. products.: _ }
The new company, which
will ‘operate under the name
. of Merck-Sharp dand Dohme -~
* (India) Private, Ltd, "will
have an duthorised capital
of Rs. 4.2 crores, of which
60 per cent will be subscrib-_-
ed by Merck and 40 per cent
by the Tatas dnd.their as-
sociates, - . - . L
.. Apart from'the preponder-’

ance ‘of foreign haldings-in - .

* the share capital of the new
company—a fact  whick -
points to - the strengthening

" of the grip of foreign mono-. -

" too, were down by Rs. 111 -

* to our
. -'1:_nent continues to grow.

consisted of iron and steel,
compared with about 55 per
cent .in -1956; about ten per
. cent comprised- machinery

" including electrical machi-‘$
nery, and just under five per-

‘cent were chemicals, About

. three per cent consisted of .

ﬁg‘ui'ed;
sizeable quantities -of such’
staple items ‘as- tea, ~jute’

non-ferrous -metals.
. In exports, . too,

goods, hides and skins, iron
-and other ores.
“comprised '_ sugar, - pepper,

. coffee, castor oil, tobacco and

".cashew nuts as well as mica.
_Shipmentsof footwear to the
USSR - alone amounted . to
Rs. 115 lakhs—giving. a-great
fillip .to Government-spon-
sored small-scale industries.-
Through trade with the So-
cialist countries, )
nascent State Trading Cor-

poration could stand on its !

legs and earn some profit.
Obviously, something" is

" seriously wrong somewhere .

in_the trade practices. of the
Government  Ministries—that-

. trade with so useful a market
.-and on such
.terms is made to show de- ¢ -
‘clining- frends, while the de-, Q"

advantageous

penderice on quarters hostile
industrial . develop=

polists on our industries—I3%
" :the deal.with Merck be-"
.speaks. of the readiness of the .
. Government to go:out of its
way to placate foreign capi- -

‘talists. In contrdst. with this
-is its procrastination in fina-

lising details of a:far more .

favourable offer from. the

- Soviet Union for setting up
anintegrated . drilg industry: .

in the country (se¢ NEW
AGE, -, November 2). First.

made in 1956, only its prin-

ciple seems to, have’ been.ac:

_ cepted till now, - N

_ In view of | this glaring
“dichotomy. in| Government’s
‘policy it is only proper’ that’

‘it places full facts regarding

_the degl with Merck as well

-, as‘ the negotiations with So~
- viet’ "organisations before"

Parliament . when it . re-

" convenes. next week. .
.~ .. - .—ESSEN §;
‘ Novémber 11, 1058 :

They "also.

again, the ¢ -

I
P

¢




" -try, refused.to

e —— #FROH OUB CORRBQPONDENT
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) Nearly 12,000 that is-a y little less than the one-
fourth of the textile workers of Kanpur, continue to
“be unemployed They along with about 50,000 mem-
Dbers “of their families who are-depéndent on them
‘are without any means of livelihood.  Only a few of

‘them have-been able to
doing other odd jobs. .

take to rikshaw-plying or to
Some have returned to: their

" villages. But the rest are roaming the’ streets of

Kanpur

KANPUR Cotton Mills, .a
branch of the British India

-Corporatlon, has been closed
. since December 2, 1957, and

‘the 40p0 workers . who were

employed in it -have been laid ‘

.off smce then. Athégton West
Mills, under its British man-
agement has been laying , off
2500 workers since March 31,
1958 The Muir Mills, belonging
‘to the JXK. Group of 1ﬁdustr1es,
has closed “its third shift, -

wvolving about - 1,000 workers,
smce September 1957 .

_ Worlcers
}Not Paid

Under the Standmg Orders,
zup to a period of 12 days of
lay-oft in a calendar month the

' .company. has -to pay half the -

wages; and after the expiry of
this period it is required to pay

. full wages to'the workers.  The. = ~

,mills have not abided .By. these:
rules The Kanpur Cotton Mills
is paymg ‘only half wages.

. Even in this, 1,000 substitutes
- .are being 'paid nothing, al-
though legally they, = too, -are

" .entitled to payment.
' The Atherton West Mills
“has mot only paid no lay-off
.com.pensatwn to the workers,

' but has also withheld the

- _payment of . their earned
‘wdges. The Muir Mills also

has to pay the earned wages -

- .of ‘the workers for ‘@ fort-
‘night and lay-off compensa-
. tzo'n for the months of Septs
..ember- - and October
Both these amounts total 'up
to Rs: six lakhs m ‘the case of
this mill alone.™ k—-
" There has been: ceaseless agi-
" tation against these tactics of
-thé millowners, “The Umted
Suti | Mill Mazdoor Sabha has,
-since  September 1957, written
 -twice to the Prime Mimster,
.and.made :a number of repre-
.sentations to Sri Nanda,’ Sri
‘Lal Bahadur Shastri, Sri Sam-
pumanand and Sri Jugal Ki-
.shore, till now Labour Mmrster
.of TU.P. Deputatlons of the
Sabha have waited upon Messrs
. ‘Manubhai Shah, Morarji Desai,
‘Nanda and the local Ministers.-
- *They have also tried to discuss
the matter with the Employers’
" Association of Northern India
.and to set up a bipartite com-
-mittee to tackle. the situation..
But the bosses,
-the -support of the 1dcal Minis=-
-sit with  the
representatwes of the workers.
‘The question:was also raised at
‘Nainital and the sub-committee
.on closures had recommended
‘the appointment
‘Expert Committee to' go into"
-the matter and take Thecessary
‘legal action. The Nainital Con-.
-, -ferénce hadalso recommended
- ,.thatiin the interim period’ the
"' .Government should work -the
+mills as a measure of unemp-
“loyment relief to. the workers.
. Nothing, however, has hap-
- pend so. far, although there is
:" .continuous talk of something or
"-the other bemg done _

: ;queless Plec
Df “Crisis>
of .Kanpur,

| .
The magnates

‘who are hand in glove with the’

-y Pl Ministers, have prevented
. -any! . effective’ action being
'taken. They blame everything
-on the ‘crisis’ m the mdustry,

.
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who enjoy

of a special’

"specially in Kanpur. But what

is'the reality?

The Kanpur;rmil owners at
one time complained that their
stocks. were not selling. They
said  they had accumulated
stocks in their go-downs eqal .
to the produce of five months.
The Kanpur Kapra Committee,
an-organisation of Kanpur cloth
dealers, which should know the
real position, denounced i

_false cry and called the bluff

by asking thé mills to declare
their stocks. They further offer-
ed to sell the whole stock on
ten per cent reduced prices.

The employers then chang-

ed their line and said that the
. excise duty on them was too
heavy. The Government . of
India, basing itself on the In-
terim Report of the Textile
Enquiry Committee, reduced.
the excise duty. The result of
this was that the prices of
coarse and medium cloth that
is produced in Kanpur  in-
stead of falling registered a
further . rise! = The Kapra
Commi ttee again chal-

The other story is worse, At
the intervention of some. inter-
medraries, one of whom is re-

ported to be closely related to -
the Chief Minister, a sum of Rs..

20 lakhs, which a firm owed
the Government in :connection
with sales-tax, has .been writ-
ten off. It is being alleged that
some people greatly benefited
from- this deal and as the Cabi-

net had not been consulted in- -

- settling this xssue, it precipit-
-ated a crisis. -

meter' '
Protests .

A Minister who has been
‘raising his voice against such
corrupt practices . frequently,
wrote a strong letter to-.the
Chief Minister characterising
the whole thing as corrup-

tion. He is also reported .t0

have given details of the
sums which had been receivj
ed by some people for their
services in. arranging this
deal. This letter, which was
‘almost a TeSlth‘lO‘n, has
again been' suppressed, it is
said, “in view of the crisis

that the Ministry is facing on

other. counts.”
- However, the main point is

that the employers in Kanpur'

have no basis for grievance.
Apart from. the above, they
have alse not paid another Rs.

‘45 lakhs which is their contri-

U.P. Government,

295 and 175; The number of
spmmng mills had nearly
doubled in- ten .years.

The industrial. proﬁts ‘of
cottan. textiles have gone up
by five times during the last
decade. The employment po-
sition, on the other hand, has

not shown any. -noticeable

change. In 1949, 7.09 lakhs of
- .workers were employed in

the. industry: in 1958 ‘their
- number rose. to 7.72 lakhs

only. .

In these proﬂts also, the Kan-
pur employers have had. their
full . share as - their = balance-
sheets can be made to show. It
is also known that they have
shipped out huge sums of mo-
ney earned from Kanpur to not
only other States to set.up.new

.businesses, but also. to forelgn

countries.
The machinery of some of tbe

mills is undoubtedly old and’

needs, refurbishing - and even
replacement The . employers
were given huge loans by the

C. B.. Gupta was Industries and
Planning ‘Minister.. But’ instead’
of utilising the money for the
purpose. for ‘which it was- given
they squandered it -in other.
ways and indulged i in unasham-
ed - racketeering.. The whole
charge is now under- enquiry
and so we shall not say more
about it. The enquiry has been
ordered by the new Finance

A Faithful Congress Govt. Has AlloWed Them To Run

Away With. Crores, Yet Textile Magnates Create ...

lenged the employers and
charged them with them~
selves swallowing the entire

relief thus gained “without

“sharing it, either with the
. consumers, or the traders.

Another complamt of the
Kanpur employers is that the
electricity -charges in U.P. are
higher. than in other States.
There is some truth in this, but

-equally true is the fact that la-
bourischeapermU.P than in .

many other States. Besides,

how have the rates of electric
“ charges affected the empolyers,
“since they have not paid-a-sum

of Rs. 40 lakhs to_the Govern-

.ment. in..connection with their.

electncxty dues" :

§canda lems
t‘omressmns

The “employers  in.~ Kanpur
further owe the Government a
-sum of over. Rs. seven Ccrores
as, incorne-tax.. _They have not
paxd it for several years.

In fact there -are scandalous
stories about this and also fair-
ly large arrears of sales-tax.

buition to ‘the Provident Fund

account. Neither have they paid

their contribution to the Emp-
loyees’ State Insurance.

As a matter of fact, the en-'-

tire capital invested in the tex~
tile industry of Kanpur amounts
to about Rs. six crores. But, in

the form of advances-through

- different governmental agencies

such .as the Indust
Corporation and the Sfate Bank

“of India, nearly Rs. 13 crores

have been given to the emplo-"

yers. This amount is over and
above what they owe = to the
Government and- the® workers

.as pointéd out above.

Everybody in. the country»

knows that the fextile industry
is'the most pampered of all our

industries. In 1958, the whole -
_of the textile

mdustry had
about Rs\100 " crores’ ‘as  ad-
vances from thé* “banks’ alon.e.
The Kanpur magnates have

more than equally shared in
. this bounty.

Steady

Iy
H
+

: Expanﬁdn

For instance, in the case of one-

" employer who owes ‘Rs. 35 lakhs’
. as sales-tax -dues to the UP.

Government, he and the Gov-
ernment have entered into an

agreement under “which this .

~gentleman will.clear this arrear
in 35 years at the rate of Rs.
1_5 000 per month' .

It is also equally - untrue to
say that the: mdustry has suf-

fered" from . any -crisis. | There =

has been steatdy -expansion’ of

the industry. For mstance, in

1948 there were 268 composxte

-mills and .88 spinning mills in

the country. By 1958, their res-

pective number had gone up to
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Finance .

Minister, Sri Charan Singh—
though . I have reason to be-
lieve, the Ministry as a whole
does not like it except for what
it might do‘to help it in its fight
against the Gupta clique in the.
party. -

: “Galden -

Eggses .
“In fact, the Mimstry

: czally itg Chief Mmister,
been serving the Kanpur em~
ployers most_ faithfully. - Sri
Sampurnanand -has ot only
‘not taken any steps to. re-.
cover the vast.sums that they
_owe to the Government and
- whick the Ministry - has

" when on the eve of - :the

when Sri .

--their" battle against Gupta un-

less they are able o secure the
support "and - ﬁnances
Kanpur milhonaires

- Hence, it came as no surprise,
last
U.P. PCC meeting -Sri-Sampur-
nanand went to Kanpur to ad-
dress -a meeting of. the: Emplo-
yers” Association and to get his

‘line fromthem. They made a
“list of = their. ' complaints - and

again raised the wolf cry  of

crisis to escape their responsi-: ,

bilities.
Immedxately after his return

_from the meeting, Sri Sampur-

‘nanand. placed ‘a resolution be-

> fore the U.P. PCC "meeting
complaining that. the Central

Government was, ‘not  helping
the State in. -industrialisation.
There is some substarce in this
charge, because -the

U.P. as an agrarian State and
not allotted it 1ts rightful quota
of. industries.

The @ther
Side

. But equ.ally true is tius that - ’

whatever. furids were given
* to the U.P. Government it has
made a mess of them. Instead:
of  utilising them for - indus-

triglisation in the public, seC- . '

-tor, etc., 1t gave them away to

its favounte masters of Kan- -

" pur and elsewhere. Further,
it failed to use up the small
sum of Rs. 23 crores that was

allotted to the ‘State for. de- .

veloping industries. .
Hence the employers’ talk of

crisis is only to evade their res- . ‘
ponsibility. They think the Mi- -

nisters of the State are in their
pocket and so they can do al-
most whatever they like.

 The workers of Kanpur. are
putting up " a valiant fight

agamst the Government—em— e

ployers combine. About a year

‘ago, 4,000 of them had march-
- ‘ed 45-miles from Kanpur to -
"~ 'Lucknow . to present _their: de~":

mands. Reécently, two of  their
leaders, Ravi Sinha and Vimal
Mehrotra, had- gone on a 21-
day . hunger-strike to get their
demands satisfied. The hunger-

- strike was backed by huge and
- continuous meetings
monstrations in Kanpur. On-

and - de-

September 21, a rally of 10,000

" workers there decided .to give
a.call for a one-day General :

Strike.
-At that time the pressure be-
came so irresistable that ‘ the

- Labour Commissioner rushed to

the. place and announced .the
appointment of an investiga-
tion. committee to go into: the
question. of the Atherton West

Mills. It was also_announced-by -

the Chief Minister the same
day that the Central Govern-

" ment had agreed to appoint an
authorised Controller for the

same mills and that with re-

..gard to the Kanpur Cotton

Mills, ' the. Central . and ' the
State Governments were nego-

tiating with certain partiés. so -
¢ that it could be restarted

authority to, realise compul-

sorily. as land revenue, -
has-openly declared his parti-

ality :for them by describing -
them: ds “hens that lay gold- )

en eggs”.

He has al/ways stood by them
and -turned a blind eye to the
demands and -grievances of the’

"workers. ‘He . knows - that he

needs. their. support. "to remain
where he is in. this . State' and

hence he and many of his col--

leagues have tried their hard-
est to- enlist their favour.

This effort has been -all the
more necessary, because: it is
known that it is Sri'C: B. Gupta

‘who has so £ar been and to a
large .extent contmues to. -be
- their tavourite The present
Mxmstry cannot expect to wm

¢

gy

but -

ﬂeteworatmg
Situation

V 'Hoivever,‘ as yet ' nothing
has been done " to provide

. even temporary.reliéf to the -

workers. The situation in the

biggest industrigl centre’ of
- the’ N'orth is f deterwrat-
ing.

Ram Asrey, -General ‘Secretary
of ‘the U.P. TUC, he. told ‘me
‘that unless something was done
immediately .to relieve the
suffering of the workers there
would be a big. . explosion—
much bigger than any before—
in Kanpur
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ot the_

Central .
Government has tried to treat -
- China’s

particularly “for the  big for- .’

The other .day when I dis- .~
cussed  the matter  with Sri -

1953 o

, China’s . First Five-Year Plan for the Develop-

,  ment of National Economy- was successfully fulfilled
- above the original targets at the end of the last year.
The realisation of this gigantic Plan has brought

_about an-important and profound ¢hange in the fea-
tures of China’s national economy

FIRST of~ all, the ‘problem of

* BSocijalist ' transformation
‘during the transition period
has been-solved in the main.
The private ownership of the
means of production which
had existed for thousands of
years was practically elimina-
ted in 1956, and the predomi-
-nant position of the Socialist
system was firmly established
throughout the country.

s is known, this funda-.

mental .change in the rela-
tions of production created
essential
smooth development ' of
productive forces,

ward leap. in industry ‘and

- agriculture toward the end of

last year and this spring.

According to statistical data,

up to the end of 1957, some
120,000,000 peasant households
had joined agricultural coope-
ratives. This constituted 98
per cent of China’s total pea-
sant households, among whom -
96 per.cent had become mem-
bers of cooperatives of a high-
er type.  Needléss to say, in
agricultural - development and
in the prevention of natural :
disasters, or their relief there-

. after, the agricultural coope- :
. - ratives’
‘their incomparable superiority

have demonstrated

over individual economy.
.Owing to the powerful sti-

mulation " of agricultural co- .

‘operation, cooperation.in the
handicraft industries also -
achieved a’ decisive victory.

. Up to the end of 1957, 6,430,000
, people joined handicraft co-

operatives, constituting about -

*: 90.per cent of all handicrafts-
. men in China.

Socialist
'H‘ransﬁormation

In the Socialist transfor- ~

mation of private industry
and commerce, an upsurge
toward joint - State-private
enterprises by whole trades
_took place in 1956. At the
end of the First Five-Year
P ~some 70,000 private
. %ustnal units had become
joint State-private enterpri-
ses, and those - remaining
-private produced less than
0.1 per. cent of China’s total
value of industrial output.
The transformation of pri-
vate commerce and  trans-

- .portation’ had also . been
practically accomphshed in

1956.
Owing to the successful

completion of Socialist trans-

formation, the structure of
China’s social economy also
underwent .a radical change.
In the national income of 1957,
the ratio occupied by State
enterprises increased to 33 per’

cent, by cooperatives to 56 per n

cent, and by joint State-pri-.

vate enterprises to“eight per:;
-cent; while the ratio occupied
by individual economy drop- -

ped to three per cent, by capi-
talist economy as low as less

~ than 0.1 per cent.

Another important achieve
ment made on the economic

-front during the First Five-

Year Plan was the laying of -

_'the  preliminary groundwork
. for . China’s Socialist -indus-

trialisation. - Owing - to the

-large-scale capital construc-
tion in the last five years,

heavy industry has begun to
be established -in the vast
territory of- China. Thus, ex-
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conditions for-the

tremely favourable conditions
have been created- tq meet
China’s requirements for tech-
nical: equipment in the’ rapid
development of -her. national
economy and her further tech<
nological improvement. I
- According to the Plan, the
Government’s total capital
investment - for -capital con-
struction in . the . economic
‘and cultural fields (referring
to those adding to the value
“of fixed assets, but not liquid
-capital) during the five-year
period was originally set at
42,700,000,000 yuan. However,
. in carrying out the Plan, the
actual  capital investment
reached 49,300,000,000 yuan,
exceeding the target by 154
per cent. If we add to thls

local gbvernments and en-

térprises, the actual capital

investment - totalled about
55,000,000;000 yuan.

Of the total capital invest-
ment by the State mentioned
above, industry occupied 56
per_cent; agricuiture, forestry
and water conservancy—8.2
per cent; transportation, pos.
tal and tele-connnunications—

the capital investment by

Jolicy

_creased o 160 000, seven-and-

“‘a-half" times the 1952  figure..

At "present| China Is already
in a position to independently
design some large and techni-

~ cally complicated engineering
projects, such as an iron and’
steel complex with an annual -

capacity of 1,500,000 - tons, a
coal-mine 1with an annual
pr_odu‘ction of 2,400,000 tons, a

- hydro-electric . power . plant
with 2 capacity of 1,000,000
kilowatts, @ thermo-electric

power plant ‘of 450,000 kilo-

watts, ete. As to light indus-

trial- plants China is able to .

design them all herself.

Owing to‘ the united efforts - -

of the Chinese people, espe-

cially the great achievements -

in Socialist transformation
and construction, all branches
of China’s national economy
experienced a rapid growth
and the matenal and cultural
life of the broad masses of the
people dlso [improved marked-

ly. . : .
The total value of /indus-
trial production in 1957 had
reached 65 000,000,000 yuan,
exceedmg the ongmal plan
by 21 per cent, more than

2.4 times that of 1952. The .

rate of average annual in-
crease was originally set at
147 per cent, but the actual

Irate of i increase was as high-

ias 19.2 per cent. Such high
specd of 1industnal growth
was not

only unknown in;-

Fmishmg touchos bemg glven to China’s
turbine generator shop capable of producing

biggest steam
large-size

- steam turbme generators upwards of 2 to 3 lakh kw.

'

| éc hievements

|
i
18.7 per cent ‘

The building of heavy in-
dustry was of course the core
of the First Five-Year Plan
Of - the total capital invest-
ment for capital construction
in industry, that for heavy
industry constituted 85.6 per
cent, while for light industry
it was 144 per cent.

In the five-year period
many industrial and mining
units were built in China|
Aécording to a survey,, about
8,000 units were started among
which . the above-norm
(meaning large) units num-}
bered 921, or 227 more than
the original plan. By the end
of last year, 428 units had
gone into operation, and 109
units -had’ partially gone into
operation. As to .small and:
medium-sized ‘industrial and
mining units, most of’ them
had been: completed ea.rlier
and put into operation i

Owing_ to the fact that

many new enterprises went
into production, the mdns-
trial
i .-/China underwent a remarkT
able change. That is to say,
‘not only were the old bran-

‘ches .of industry strengthen- -

" ‘ed and expanded, but entire-
ly new induisries such as air-
plane manufacturing, autoL

. mobile manufacturing, new
— machine tools manufactur-
_ing, electric generating
equipment manufacturing,
. metallurgical and -mining
_equipment manufacturing,
highgrade alloy steels and
important non-ferrous me-
" tals smelting, etc., were es-
tablished in China itself. |

" It should be noted particu-

larly that the technical per- .

sonnel for capital construction
increased: very rapidly. In
1957, China’s geological explo-
ration staff increased to some-

of 1952. Her geological expla
.ration designers had also in

~

260,000, Which is-14 times that -

backwardness of old R

old Chma, but equally uti-

knewn — nor can it take .

. place. — m any
) country. \
In the five-year penod out-

capxtalist

put of handicraft industry..

also increased- tremendously.
In 1957 its total value of out-
put reached 13,600,000,000
. yuen. Compared with 1952, it
increased 86 per cent, wlthgan
average rate of growth & 3 2
per cent per year.

i?'r

of 49 years in old China prior

to-the liberation.
Furthermore, the technolo-
gical level of China’s industry
was also raised, and the tech-
nical :equipment for ‘workers

_has markedly increased. Dur-
ing this' period, .more than -

- 5,000 kinds of important new
products were  successfully
trial-produced In the steel

industry, vfor ihstance, China.

can now produce many kmds

i
Vi

) planos, heavy-duty trucks,,

modern locomoties, 12,000
kw. steam-turbine power
equipment, 1,000 cubic-metre
blast furnaces, mining equ-

_ipment for an annual pro-.-
duction of 900,000 tons, some-
200 kinds of new-type

machine ' tools, and . many
kinds of electronic tubes. In
addition, in - the  chemical,

textile, paper making, rub--. =
“ber, pharmaceutical, .sugar> .

OUTPUT OF CHINA’S MAJOR. INDUSTRIAL
. ; PRODUCTS (In 195")
- Product - Unlt i 1902 ) 195‘4' Average An- 1.
[ " nual Rate of
S - R _ Growth (%)
Steel - 5 1,000  tons 1,349 5,344 - 3L
-Coal’ e " 1,000, tons - 63,528 124,027 7 143
Electricity | 1,000, 000 Kwh. 7,260 19,320 216 .
Crude 0il .1 771,000 tons . © 436 . 1,458 : 27.3
‘Metal Cuttmg Machines AT L 18,7340 36341 b2
| Chemical Fertlhzers . 1,000. tons ° . 194 804 329
, Cement O . 1,000, tons 2,861 - 6,859 . 19.1
Cotton Cloth | 1,000,000 metres’ ' 3830 © 4,900 T 54
Machm\e-made Paper 100? “toms” 372 912 19.7°
From thtt} table it can be- of allo‘j ‘steels; ‘silicon . steel refining industries, - China

readily seen, that the rate of
growth™ s ivery high in the
output  of many of China’s
major xndustrial products. For *

“instance, the rate of growth

in steel production was around
32 per cent,jan unprecedented

" phenomenon.. In effect, Chi-

na’s total steel production in
the last eight years ‘exceéded
the sumr total of. steel output~

plates,; seamless .steel tubing,.
heavy steel rails, and all kinds.
of steel ‘plates for steamers
‘and automobiles In 1957 the
kinds of steel products already
exceeded . 4,000. China’s. steel
industry. can meet 88 per cent
of hér needs. ;
Again, in ‘the machme
mdnstry, China has succg-~
eded in makmg jet au-

fAnARnnnnine ’ by rrnrrnnn
YUNG LUNG-KUEI
: Director,”
. World| Economy Burean ‘of the State Plannmg
R Commiss:on.
" |NEW AGE . . K

has also scored many new. '

‘teclinological achievements:
In_agricultural produection,

'although natural ‘disasters of
. varying degrees occurred dur-
ing the five-year period, the -

organised peasant masses of

- China fought determinediy-
against them. and scored im- . -

portant. victories. It has been

calculatéd that in 1957 the -
. of agricultural output .
~ and products - from

value
-.peasant;
side-line occupations totalled
60,300,000,000 yuan, an .in-
crease of 25 per cent as com-
pared with 1952. Grain dutput

- increased ..to 370,000,000,000
catties, exceeding the original
“ target by two per cent. The .

total output of cotton also
. ¥ See Page 12 ’
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e’s Communes
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ear on the highlands in Huankiang

P

gathered this y :
i . i ) :"'\ N . ..

. An excellent crop of sweet potatoes was reaped this-year on 5,673 = -
hectares of the Hanchiawa People’s i

Large acreage of bumper harvest of semi-rice has: ‘been:

semi-rice.

Here is

b

Chineség firmament on

‘A new star aros€ in the
day as.one of the most

‘April 20, 1958—making that

" important pages{in the history of the Chinese revo-

_ China’s People’s Communes are speeding ‘up mechanisation of agriculture.
The Chiliying Commune now has a tractor team equipped with five machines.
the .young tractor driver Wang Hsiu-lan. .

’oe

1956 despite losses resulting
from serious flood and typ-
hoon damages. Increases last

for instance, . ~maintained

standing labour pools -of seve-

ral: milllion: mobile people

through the period, and scor-

ed tremendous successes.

©® Since spring this year, a
further development has’

- shows members of the “Peace”

small organisations ..such as

‘quirements of the fast de-

the cooperatives | are; being ..} velopment of the productive

sharply felt now that they-
have to run agricultural and:

.industrial production simul-:

forces.. ©
.One of the- 27 cooperative

which make up the-

Co : T ) ) ** : County, the average per-hectare yield exceeding 22°tons—an 11.fold increase compared with last year. - Picture
b . Peqple’s. Commune ‘harvesting the : R

been wanting to reafforest its
300 mou (about 50 acres) of
badly eroded hills: for some
time, but was unable to do.so
for lack of sufficient man-
power. When it beccme ‘part
of the Weihsing, the Com-

teenth

|
L B
After the Co’mmnine was
formed it was able to allot -
a: special = contingent of

‘of a

by public sérvice restaurants.
Honan has set up 310,000 such
restaurants, where 71 per cent

"of supplying .daily ‘necessities
‘and foodstuffs.

ther—instituting the system

However, in |

Commune in - ., .
Tinghsien County. Per-hectare yield on a mou of land-(one fif- : o - .

hectare) was equivalent to 600 tons. is
Commune member harvesting the crop.

. ’ i
v < : less marked. ;
- lution. On that Sunday the first People’s Commune year were ! been taking place. In a- . S : ' i ’
s p . ) Al unfoldin: een g place. accor mune allotted 3,000 persons, A . , | ] d s _
made its appearance in Honan, famous North China 4 But ‘:igh :?e nio % of ance with the general line of - = i b : from its labour' pool agled “the 20,000 functionaries and' of its 54 m‘i‘uion _p’?pulation - this matter the Central Com- "
heat: Y i i ‘It is 1 ted in Suipi e rectification = campalen, ¢ : - ' ¢ = P other personnel to do what ,are able to “eat out” jor take mittee decision cautions aga-. - B
‘wheat-growing province. is located in Suiping «tne capitalist road”, in the Socialist construction advoca- : ; . . job was finished in a week. . its name,. “Overtake Bri- ‘Teady-cooked meals home, as inst unnecessary haste to’
County, and peasants aptly named it the Welhsqlg words of a recent Communist .{ed By the Communist Party . @ E . EJ @EEN ‘Similarly; the cooperative ey rel’luu‘% e L iney prefer, - ome, a5 et o eations, The m .
_ (Sputnik) People’s. Commune. It is a large commiu- Party decision on the Peoplé’s i‘m:.l Ciilnairmaﬁl M%O Tse-turt)g, L B RE - farms which _m,ake up the they built 4,530 small plants For the first’ time the task at present -is to build . . o
e dustries have b0 be : e : : _ Chaoyihg People’s Commune  apg mines, 3,258 of which omen .in riral China are Sotialism and build it in the

ROM purely ' agricultural

nity—a merger of 27 agricultural cooperatives with
a membership of more than 43,000 people.

:;.'n o F

i

kiang in Northeast China,

Commune, . “was fundameén--
- tally vanquished economical-

1y, politically and ideological-
ly.” As a result an unprece-
dented advance has been

vigorously developed, with the’
target of overtaking Britain
in all major industrial pro-
ducts in.15 years or less. The

’ tanedusly. :

Welhising is called ‘Vanguard

are among the richest.in Ho-
nan in both capital 'and natu-
ral resources. ' But working
independently the .cooperative
farms made liftle progress in -

went into production within
that period. They produce
_jron, steel, machines and

tools, chemical fertilisers .

} liberated in' the:true semse
i of the word. Freed from the
kitchen and child care, from
making clothées ' for the

‘shortest possible time, it says.

. Ownership in the Commune
is still collective. During the
merger some Communes have
done away with the last ves- .

pursuits of the formr co- Chinghai  (excluding thé made in agricultural capital peasants- responded :to this . In other words, the origi- 3. It had a membership of 270 amily, : 'peasa
operative farms, the Weihsing. stockbreeding areas) in the. copstruction. Output rose call enthusiastically. However, nal relations of production fhoqse!;olds, “.a bigger-than- ‘the development of new local 'i‘;‘daﬁf,’:;ﬁ;t‘ ‘.‘communised" :,omm’l %gh{geﬁbm zt’ tiges of private -ownership— ;
©  province, Hopel, work was so economic independence and - private plots, scattered fruit J

‘branched out to handle a
‘diversified economy. Its admi-

nistration .and leadership and

" those of the township (known

in China as hsiang) are one

-and the. same thing.

.+ Its economic fabric is made

Northwest, . and the Chuang
Autonomous Region in the ex-
treme. South. Other provinces
such as Shantung, Anhwei,
Hupeh and Fukien opposite
Taiwan are registering espe-
cially marked progress daily.

rapidly and so did the politi- .

cal consciousness and enthu-
siasm of the peasants in pro-
duction. : .

Inadequaey Of

the limitations - inherent in

can no longer meet. the .re-

verag, cooperapive. It had

_ organised and directed that
- within half a month 1,498 mil-.
lion tons or farmyard fertili-
ser were collected—more than
the total collected during the.
entire summer. -
- As ~with other provinces,

the complete; equality that

was her right after- the

country’s liberation. - .

In the -summer 225,000 wo-
men-in the ~manpower-short
northernmost. Province of Hei-
lungkiang- ‘were able to join

trees and farm. tools. -Again
here the Central Committee
decision advises against haste:
But, like the system of distri-
bution, the nature of owner-
ship in the Communes will
ultimately change over to

| ‘up of industry, agriculture, - The present nationwide Co ops
forestry, animal husbandry, xtrlllovemer};us 1st ir;minimﬁegi ' S this important cotton and in-  in‘the field ‘work after 50,000 ownership by, the people as 4
fishery and banking, and, e socialisation m 5 . dustrial region in North China, -nurseries.and creches were set whole as they develop. The '
In.concrete terms, the 500 R > e - - !
would not have been able to ubp. ‘A survey of 21 counties in elements of Communism in,

having embraced the grassroot

three years ago Wwhen -the

million peasants built more

‘cope with the far greater

Shansi  showed -that 90 per

the Commune are growing and *

‘government administration, it higher agricultli)ral cdqp:ra- o Srrigation projects than
. is in ch f 1 de- ' tive farm was born. But in : . ) . . 4 >
‘fentl:oaglce?irugcitgonoc;lith?n “"scope, speed and significance their forefathers did in all arnourit of Work 0 be done on ' cent of ‘the children were in .multiplying. :
20 .. 'itsconfines. : - the present movement is far four thousand years up to the - the agricultural =~ front this . DUISErIes, freeing 344,000 mo- LT
S M Sreater. Most of the 700,000 tme of liberation. This was: Fe o tightly organised, a gﬁ:ﬁ;;ﬁ%‘gﬁ?ﬁ%&ﬁ:’, - Qualitative
3 . . arms _ not only instrumental = eC, : - 1an, : . T L
~Nationwide 1‘";3;";’: Zi;{l;aeited tomntlsfg?i:%o averting one of the severest People’s Commune Gffers number of mothers freed for -Change -
t much ‘greater manoeuvrabil- such -work runs to. 6,900,000. N
‘ity in the development and For the menfolk as well,.. - K

B . Movement -

_ Widely recognised as the
best answer fo the rapid

some - 10,0000 People’s Com-
munes before the year -runs
out' or by early next year.

At present most Communes

droughts in recent history.

‘With the help of adequate.-

irrigation, fertiliser, better and
more intensive cultivation, the

food crop harvest this year is. :

use of manpower and resour-
ces. ‘Labour productivity has
gone up 20 per cent, according
to a survey made in the “com-

the canteens, .“happy homes”
for the aged - and childless,
I tailoring groups, -public baths
‘and other public. services are

- Development : from the
agricultural "cooperative to
a People’s Commuie.is ge-
nerally recognised as not

, g development of the situation - are the size of a township of ;
in the couniryside since the about 2,000 households (about expected to reach 60 to 90 per munised” provinces of Hopel, brand new ideas and they like merely a change in size and
) «great leap forward” of this 10,000 people). In sparsely cent over last year’s; that is Honan, Heilungkiang and ™ them. They - say, «“We .cannot number. The development. .
o L year, the Weihsing’s road populated hilly areas several 300 to 350 million tons, a rate Chinghai. "7 i have collectivism in work and - - with its changes in the rela- k
of increase unparaileled any- “During the busy summer individualism in everyday life. tions of production, OWher;z'
as

was soon taken up by other
cooperative farms. . Three
months later a nationwide
‘movement began - to take
shape. Chairman Mao Tse-
tung, during a tour of the
. Hopei plains, said that the

edu

townships make up a Com- -
mune, and there are also big -

Communes in the plains that
run to over 10,000 households
each. The Chaoying (Surpass
Britain)

Recognised as the “bud-

near the Weihsing’
has 20,457 © hojpseholds (over

where in the world, past or
present. .

et 1t was precisely in this .

massive struggle against na-
ture during last winter and
this spring that the peasants

it was necessary for these to

months thousands upon thou- .

sands of public - service res~
taurants and small creches
were set up as a temporary
measure _to enable Wwomen
peasants to help in the rush.
After the rush some localities

go and cook for each house- .

Such two strange bed-fellows
cannot - coexist peacefully!”
As in the Commune itself,
these services --contain the
Tudiments of Communism and
foster a - greater collective

"spirit and Socialist conseious-

- The

ship, distribution as well
-- the mode of lifé¢ and think- .
ing of the peas;ant masses
is a qualitative change also.
present - nationwide
.movement is an embodiment
of Chairman Mzo; Tse-tung’s’

% People’s Commune was -the 100,000 people). . began to feel the inadequacy °
- -+~ correct line of advance for - o of their cooperative farms. . decided. to dissolve them. ness among | the "peasant - idea of “pninterrapted revo- .
. the 500 million peasants.  Hmddimg Sprouts e A cooperative farm aver- The women raised a bit- masses. . o . lution” "It is - expected to
" The Weihsing's charter was . i - . ages about 200 households ter protest and these public .ol el T pushy industry ‘and agricul-
. published by the =Red Flag, @f Commumnisim or some 1,000 people. In build- services have become perma-  EDistribntion ture to greater heights of
.theoretical organ of the Cen- ) C ing of farm irrigation projects nent institutions since. ) h B achievement. "< - '

women said: -“You jmen can --System i - With- its development, -the .
v I ‘Chinese ‘Communist Party be-~ :

PRt
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tral Committee of the Chinese
. Communist’ Party,-as well as
by ‘' the ‘People’s Daily, the
Party’s daily newspaper.

. The movement grew in
monientum. By early Septem-
‘ber, six Provinces - and one
:Autonomous  Region

“Hopei and Shansi in North
. .China. Lisoning and Heilung-

. had .
. switched entirely to People’s
Communes. They were-Honan,

ding sprouts of Commun-

ism”, the People’s Commune

represents. a-higher form of

Socialist development in

rural China.’ : -

Since the 1955 socialisation
of agriculture,
food and other crops has been
going up steadily. Foodgrains
alone went up from 174 mil-
lion tons to 184 million tons in

the output of

cut across the boundaries of
several cooperatives, some even
‘across county
boundaries. The limited man-
pewer and resources of a sin-
gle cooperative farm could
not handle such. large-scale
work which also calls for pro-
per coordination and coopera-
tion.” To solve this problem,
trailblazing Honan - Province,

or. provincial -

Sekkk

‘Each production brigade of he Peop
ten to free the mothers for work. Here are the children of
: R brigade playing games. L

le’s Commune. has its own nursery and Kkindergar-
_ the kindergarten: of a

hold, if yéu want. We would
do the field work for you!”

Women Truly
‘Liberated

first . Province where all its
Commune members are served

i

In most communes the ori-
.ginal system of distribution—.
payment in kind on the work-
day basis—is | retained.. But
many have started to-switch
over to the wage system or

',Chmghai is noted as the . the equivalent  of the wage

system. There are also those
which have gone.d |step fur-.

‘jjeves that the age of Com-

“Ching. - )

‘In the People’s

munism “will no longer be a..
remote future event in China.”
Commune
China has found the form of

organisation: most suitable for -
its ttansition to- Communism.. .

It will also be the basic unit,
of Communist soclety( in’
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“ON PEOPLE’S
COMMUNES

e

) ; The followmg is the text of the Resolutron on the
Estabhshment of People’s Communes in the Rural -

Areas, adopted by the Central Committee of the’

Cor’nmumst Party of China.

: 1. The People s Com-
munes are the logical result

- of. the march of events.

Large, "comprehensive - Peo-
ple’s. Communes have made -
their appearance, and in seve-
ral I places they are] already
widespread. They have deve-:
loped very rapidly /in some
areas. It i$ highly probable
that there will soon. be an
upsurge in setting up People’s
Communes throughout - the

. country and the development

is irresistible. .

The basis for the develop-
ment of'the People’s Com-
munes is mainly the all-round,
contmuous leap forward in
China’s. agricultural produc-
tion and the ever-rising pol-
tical consciousness of the 500 .

“million peasants.

An unprecedented advance

. hasibeen:made in agricultural

capital constriction since the

road were. fundamentally de-
feated economieally, politically
and +ideologically. This_has
created 2 new basis for prac-

" tically eliminatihg ficod and -
-drought, and for ensuring the

comparatively stable advance
of © agricultural . production.
Agriculture has leaped for-
wardsince Right conservatism
has been overcome and the
old itechnical norms .in , agri-

. culture have . been: broken
- down. The output of’ ‘agricul-

tural products has doubled or -

' mcreased several-fold, in some

cases ‘more than ten tunes or

"-.scores of times. This has fur-

ther stimulated emancipation
of thought among the people

.

Large-scale agricultural ca-
pital construction and the
application “of more -advanced

agricultural technique are
making. their - demands on

'labour power. The growth of

rural industry also deniands
the] ‘transfer of some man-
The
demand ‘for ‘mechanisation
and electr1ﬁcat10n has become
mcreasmgly urgent in China’s
rural areas. Capital construe-
tion in agriculture and the

. struggle for bumper harvests

involve large-scale cooperatlon
which cuts across the boun-

»darres between cooperatives,

townshxps and  counties. -~
The people have taken to
orgamsing themselves, along

military lines, to work with

militaney, and to. lead a col-
lective life, and this has

raised the political conscious-
'ness of the 500 million" pea-

sants still further. Commun-
ity dimng rooms, kindergar-
tens, nurseries, tailoring
groups, barber shops, publi¢
baths, “happy homes” for the_
aged, . agricultural middle
“red -and .expert”.
schools, are leading the pea<
sants towards a happier col-
lective- life and further fos-

“tering ideas of collectivism

among_ the peasant masses.
What all these things illus-

- trate is that the agrlcultural_

cooperative with scores:™ of
families or several huhdred
families can no longer meet
I of the changing
situation. In the present cir--
cumstances, the establishment

' PAGE TEN

f the capitalist
o e capiia st Commune

on August 29, 1958,

of People’s Communes with
.all-roiind management  of
agriculture, forestry, animal
husbandry, -side-occupations
and fishery, where industry
(the ‘worker), agriculture (the
peasant), exchange (the trad-
er), culture and education
‘(the student) and military
affairs (the militiamen)
merge into one, is the funda-
mental policy to guide the
peasants to accelerate Social-
ist construction, complete the
building of Sociallsm ahead
of time and "carry out the
gradual transitlon to Com-
munism.

2, Concerning the or-
ganisation and size of the
Communes, generally spea-
king, it'is at present better
to establish one Commune
to a .township with the
comprising
about two thousand pea-
sant households.

Where a tovvnship embraces
a vast area and is sparsely

populated, - more than one
Commune may be established,
each with less than two thou-
sand households. In -some
places several townships may
merge and form a single Com-
mune comprising about six or
seven thousand = households,
according to topographical
conditions: and the needs for

‘the development of produc-
tion. As to the establishment
of Communes of more than

10000 or even more than
20,000 households, we-need not
oppose them, but for the pre-
sent we. should not take the
initiative to encourage them.
As the People’s Communes
grow there may be a tendency
to form federations with the
county as a unit. Plans should
be drawn up right now on a
county basis to ensure the
rational distribution of Peo-
ple’s Communes. :
" The size of the Communes
and the all-round develop-
ment of agriculture, forestry,
animal husbandry, subsidiary
production and fishery as well
as of industry (the worker),

agriculture (the peasant), ex-’
change (the trader), culture

and education (the student)
and military affairs (the mili-
tia), demand an appropriate
divisxon of labour within the

‘administrative organs'of the

Communes; .a number of de-
partments, each responsible
for a particular kind of work,
should be set up, following the
principle of. compactness and

- unite

‘efficiency in organisation and
of cadres taking direct part in

~ production. .,

The township  Governments
and the Communes should

become -one, with the Town:-

ship Committee of the Party
becoming .the Party Commit-
tee of the Commune and. the
Township -People’s Council
becoming the Administrative

- Committee of the Commune.

3. Concerning the me-
thods and steps to be adop-

-ted to merge small coope-

ratives into bigger ones and
transform them into Peo-

_ ple’s Communes,

The merger of small coope-
ratives into bigger ones and
their transformation into
People’s Communes is now a
common mass demand. The

‘poor and -the lower-middle

peasants’ firmly support it;

-most upper-middie- peasants

also favour it. We must rely
on the poor and the lower-
middle peasants and. fully
encourage the masses to air
their views and. argue-it out,
the majority of the

upper-middle peasants who
favour it, overcome vacillation .
among the remainder,

and

‘expose and foil rumour-men-

gering and sabotage by land-

“lord and rich peasant ele-

ments, so that the masses of
the peasants merge the smal-

" ler cooperatives | into bigger

ones and transform them into
Ccommunes through ideologlcal
emancipation and on'a volun-

tary basxs, .without any com--

pulsion.

As to the steps to be taken,*‘
it is. of course better to .com-
plete the merger into bigger
cooperatives' and transforma-

tion into Communes-at once;

but where this is not feasible,
it can be done in two stages,

steps. In all counties, experi-
ments should first be made in
some selected areas and the
experience gained should then
be popularised gradually.

®
The merger of smaller co-

operatives into bigger ones and
their transformation into

- Communes must be carried

out in close coordination with
current production to ensure

not only that it has no adverse.

effect on. current production,
but becomes a tremendous

forcé stimulating an even '

greater leap forward in pro-
duction. Therefore, in the

-early period of the merger,

the method of “changing the

. upper structure while keeping

the lower structure unchang-
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‘cooperatives,

leave

ed” may be adopted The

original, smaller caoperatives
may at first jointly elect an
administrative’ committee for
the merged coop to.unify
planning and the arrangement
of work; and transform them-
selves into farming Zones or
production brigades.”

The original organisation of

production and system of ad- -
ministration may, for the time -

being, remain. unchanged and
continue as before; and then
later, step by step, merge, re-
adjust and settle whatever
needs merging or readjusting
and whatever specific ques-
tions demand ‘“solution during
the merger, so as to make sure
there is no adverse effect on
production.

The size' of the Communes,
the speed of carrying out the
merger of small cooperatives

.into bigger. ones- and their

transformation into =~ Com-
munes, and the methods and

' steps to-be taken in this.con-'

nection, will be decided in
accordance with the local
conditions by the various Pro-
vinces,
and . Municipalities directly
under the central authorities.

But no matter - when the
merger: takes place,r whether

‘before or after autumn, in the

coming winter or next spring,

#the small cooperatives which

“are prepared to merge should

be brought together from now
on to discuss and jointly work
out unified plans -for post-
autumn capital construction
in agriculture and fo make
unified arrangements of all
kinds for preparatory work for
an even bigger harvest next
year. .

4. Concerning some
questions of the economic

. policy involved in the mer-
“ger of cooperatives.

with no compulsory or rash - - o .
" In the course of the merger,
education should be strength-

ened to prevent the growth of
departmentalism among a few
which might
otherwise share out too miuch
or all of their income and
little or no common
funds.before the merger. On

the other hand, it must be un--

Autonomous Regions -

<

_consciousness.

squaring of accounts, inslsting

on equal shares and bothering :

with trifles.

When a People’s Commune -

is established,.it is not neces-
sary to deal with the questions
of  reserved private plots of
land, : scattered fruit trees,
share funds and so on in a

great hurry; nor is it neces--

sary to adopt clear-cut stipu.
lations on these questions.
Generally speaking, reserved
private plots.of land may per-
haps be turned over to collec-
tive management in the course
of the merger of cooperatives

scattered fruit trves, for the
time being, may ‘remain pri-
vately owned ani be dealt
with some time lafer.
funds, ete., can be handled
after a year or two, since the
funds will automatically be-
come publicly owned with the

.Share -

development of proddetion,

the increase of income‘and’

the advance in- the people’s

-

5, Concerning the namc,‘

ownership and system of
distribution of the Com-
munes.

‘All the big merged ‘coope-

ratives will be called People’s
Communes. There is no need
to change. them  into State-
owned farms. It is not proper
for farms to embrace indus-
try, , agriculture, exchange,
culture and education and
military  affair at the same
time.

After the establlshment of
People’s Communes, there is
no need immediately to trans-

" form collective ownership into

‘process,
which ‘may take less time——-

ownership by the people as a .

whole. It is better at present

to maintain collective owner- -

to avoid unnecessary compli-
cations in the course of the
transformation of ownership.
In fact collective ownership
in .People’s Commuaifes

already contains some ‘ele- .

ments of .ownership by the -

people as-a whole. These ele-
ments will grow cbnstantly in
the course of the continuous
development of People’s Com-
munes and will gradually re-
place collective ownership. .

The transition from collec-
tive ownership to ownership
by the people as a whole is a
the completion of

three or _four years—in some
places, and longer—five or six
years or even longer—else-
where. Even with the comple-
tion of this transition, People’s
Communes, like State-owned
industry, are still Socialist in

“character, where the principle

derstood that with various -

agricultural cooperatives es-
tablished on different founda-
tions, the amount of their

‘public property, their indebt-
‘edness inside: and outside the

cooperatives.and so on will not
be completely equal when they
merge into bigger cooperatives.

In the course of the merger,
the cadres and the masses
should be educated in the

.spirit of Communism so as to
these - differences:

recognise
and not resort to minute

of “from each according to his

ability and to each according -

to his labour” prevails.

' After a number of years, as
the ‘social product increases
greatly, the Communist cons-
clousness and morality of the
entire people are raised to a
much higher degree, and uni-
versal education is instituted

‘and developed, the differences
between workers and peasants,

town and country and mental
and manual labour—legacies
of the old society that have

inevitably - been, carried ‘over

into the Socialist period, and
the remnants of unequal bour=-
geois rights which are-the re-
flection of these differences—

~will gradually vanish, and the

* See Page 12
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8 CALCUTTA Nov; 10‘

' HE birth centenary . of
“«Bipinchandrd Pal, ‘one
. of the pioneers of our free-
- dom struggle, was celebrated
_in Cadlcutta. in . @ beﬁttmg
" manner on - Novéember 7, 8
-and 8. .
“Wredths were- placed at
. ted panddl on behalf of over
.80 .political, . social and cul-
- tural organisations: Comrade
Jyoti Bast,  MLA, Vice-Pre-
“. sident of the West Bengal
Celebration. Committee, pla-
ced a wreath on behalf of the
.~ West Bengal Committee of
- the . Communist Party of
India.
. ow the~ﬁrst'daypof the
.. .celebration, Dr. C. P. Rama-
E- 3

HAVE come across certain’
literature of an interna-
. tional imovement. for the pro-
| inotion of world peace ‘and -for
fighting ‘world war, and I-was
proud to find, as you will be

festo of . fhis International
Peace and Anti-war ‘movement
‘has been signed, -among others,
by our- dearly beloved Rabm-
dranath

This has been'pu'blished above
the. signatures. of . the great
thought-leaders s of Italy, France,
England, America and & other
‘countries and it does my heart*
good to find Rabindranath in
this company. Among the sig-
natories are Anatole -France,
‘Henri Barbusse, Norman Angell,”
George ' - Brandes,
Tatzko, Bernard Shaw, H. G..
Wells, Rabindranath Tagore,
Selma Lagerloﬂ and others.

' 'rm mmms'ro

Some of the ﬁfteen points
of the manifesto . may be
" mentioned here.- The first
- pomt says that our social sys-
tem is wrong. It results in

" privilege, arbitrary oppres-
" sion, ruin and  assassination.
" TRe. “third ' point declares—
T wrong ‘begets wrong, prog'ress
begets progress: What ' is half
wrong will become worse; as
long as e do- not. .change
everything, we change no-
thmg. ) '

1 read agem number five:
‘power must" belong to all, like
‘jdeals. ' .‘Labour,  manual  or
‘mental, is honourable; labour.
alone . should be rewarded. Spe-
‘culation is ‘a crime agamst the
majority, inheritancé is theft.
The eighth point says—to pro-
mote one’s pountry’s welfare
as a step t0wards altruistic in-
temahonahsm is a virtue; : to
-make it an. end m itself is . a
cnme R

Point fourteen says—polxhcal
strike is the most éfficient form
.of : strike. ‘It constitutes the
peaceful revolution—midway
tetween Evolution and Revolu-
tion; The fifteenth and the last
point runs thus: Governments .
“bring about revolutions. Coun-
>fer-revolutionists make revolu-
tion bloody. It is the oppres-
Sors, not those who struggle-for
freedom, who are responsxble
for war, whatever the war may
.be. A

This manifesto says. that eco-
“nomic speculatxon is a crime,
-all-inheritance is theft. When'1
’looked “at it; 1 opened my eyes
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his statue at u specially erec-.

| proud to know, that the mani- .

Andreas

** mmNanNlmA PAL

swami. Iyer presided cme'r a’
largely - attended - meeting.
Messages, recalling his- ser-"
vices to the:cause of free-
dom, were received, among
others, from President Ra-

- jendra Prasag, Dr. Radha-
krishnan, Pandit  Nehru,
Comrade Ajoy Ghosh, Sri

" U.N: Dhebar, Kerala -Chief
Minister E. M. S. Namboodi- .

ripad, and Bombay’s Com-
manist Mayor, S. S. Miraj-
Lar. - AT
Notable features  of the

‘three-day celebration ~were
lectures on- Bipinchandra's
political views and. his role
“in the national movement,
the staging of the famous
Bengali drama NIL DAR~
PAN, which - lashes' out
against the ruthless exploita-

on

"wide and asked: wnat is'it? All

speculation is crime: - it:looks"
suspiciously like, Bolshevism..
This is thé bedrock of the Bol-
shevik movement ~today in
Europe. All Speculatlon is a
crime, all inheritance  is theft.
Therefore the: 1Bolsheviks . are
against alli ‘economic and capi-
talist exploxtatlon and specula-
tion. They are also against all
inherited ‘wealth and social pre-
cedence.

All the great men in every

-country, the men who -are lea-
.ders of thought,- art,

phlloso-
phy, religion and literature in
all these countrxes, have ‘put
their signatures to a document
which proclaims thxs Bolshevrk
doctrine.

Thrs is really the kernel of
,,__the spirit of modern ‘Europe

—in foet, of the modern world °

that is born out of the travails
of this “Great War. When I

. look upon this new spirit- I - »
am forced to' recognise that
and - sufenngs‘

the. pains
. caused by the last war were
the growing pangs. of modern
humanity, tge birth-pang. of

":a new world—not ‘the new .
Lioyd

world - whick  Mr,
George hopes = to create by
moving the wand of his fer-

vid, hollow eloquence, not the ‘

neiv world which the. capital-

ists hope to_recreate out of .
. the destruction of German

 militarism—but -really @ new
,message to modern humamty

NEW MESSAGE

And it -reminded me ot ‘the
thing that: hdppened a hundred
years ago at the close -of the
great French: Revolution. That

also was.a fatal affair, a'merci-

less ‘affaif, a” bloody affair; hut
it gave .a new- message to
world. -

That was also the .
pang of- modern humanity and

the message of the French Re- . -

volution was that ' there should

be no absolute monarch over 2a .

slave people, but that the peo-
ples of ‘the world shall be free
.For a hundred years Europe

v tned to materialise. the ideals.

of equality, liberty and frater-
nity; and history knows the

- failure of the attempt.

tw‘n. of the Indtan peasantry

* known Commumst
: tuals,

.some extracts’ ffom

growrng -

| AN,

by the British indigo plagit-
ers in ‘the 19th century, and.
the. p‘u.bltcatton ‘of ¢ comme~
‘moration volume, contribu-
tors to which include well-
intellec- .

Shortly - after the . First
World War ended Bipin-
chandra .- Pal addressed - a
meeting in Calcutta on” Dec-
ember 14, 1919. He spoke at .
length, in English, giving a _
profound = analysis  of the

' postwar international situg-

tion. This.historic speech de-
serves a nghtfu.l place in

the history of the g‘rowth of
Socialist consciousness in our
country. Here we ‘publish
thts :

speech:

War, @ewee rdmd %@Esﬁwmsm o 8

. What happened was this—the
higher stratum of the depressed
populace exploited. - this new
idealism for their own benefit.
There rose up~on the ruins of
thrones and aristocracies a new
ruling class in every European
country, known as  the bour-
geoisie_ in the French language-
—'the .upper middle class....
- This upper middle class . ex-
ploited the multitude, for their
own class proﬁt and class pre-
ferment. . .

. What has happened now is
another message. The old de-
claration was a declaration of
war against thrones and aristo-
cracies. The new declaration is
a declaration of war against the

~ wealthy middle classes, the rul-

lmg classes: in every European
.country : L

Though not belongmg to the.
- ancient blue blood -of the nation

originally, yet: they gradually.
became powerful in the coun-’
cils of the nation. They amass=

. ed great ‘wealth by exploiting -
‘own

the majorities of their.
country and other countries.
They set up machines for the
production- of - commodities.
They sweated human . labour,

dehurnanised the proletariat for
their 'own aggrandlsement and -
- for -their own profit. It is this .

which has been the bane and

. experlence of. the -last hundred
years since the French Revolu~

txon

And today, after the down-
fall of German militarism, after

the destruction of the autocra-

cy of the tsar, there has grown
up all over the world a new

3 [

power—the ‘power -of the ‘veo-
ples determined to rescue their

legitimate rights, the rights of

the people to.live freely and
happily without being ' exploit-
ed and victimised by the weal-
thier and so-called hxgher clas-
ses.

This is the meam'ng of Bol-
shevism. This is Bolshevism,
however much Hare: Street,

".Chowringhee and even Bri-

- tish Indian Street. (in, those-

.days, the British burra sahabs
lived in Hare = Street.
Chowringhee and the Indian

landed aristocracy in British.

- Indian street—Editor) might
make faces at it, however

much the Anglo-Indian .bu-~" Pal
reaucracy, -the A-nglo-lndtan Co’mmtttee, Calcutta)

and

:‘J'.

Blll’l‘ll CENTENARY CELEBRATIGN **

: plutocracy, the Bntlsh bu-- ’

reaucracy, the British- pluto="!"
cracy and the - French, the
American and other bureau-

..cracies - and1 plutocracies’
might gnash therr teeth at the

. name and’ the sight of this -
new. propaganda itHis “new -
force and mfluence‘ in the

" 'modern polmcal and econo-
mic world -that is gfowing in
every countn/ -

It is no longer with kmgs and
aristocrats, it is no longer with -
the so-called upper - - middle
classes, it is no'longer with the
merchants and traders, no lon= " :°

,,ger _with credtors of mdustnes,

1no longer with the masters of.

- waorks, that the future of the
“world “ lies. * The, newt
. riat——this leviathan—is . rising,
awakmg, shaking its limbs after . . )

proleta- .

centuries of torpor, after cen-
turies of oppression, of patient
suﬁ‘ering, of the deprivaﬁon of .

their natural rxghts by the ex-:
ploiters of their muscles, by the ’
exploxters of thexr braxns

" You ‘cannot understand the :

situation in Europe unless you %

understand that manifesto sign-
ed by many of ‘the leaders of
thought of the modern world i in-
cluding, I am proud once more
to say, our Rabmdranath This -
manifesto indicates - the naw

force which was born out of thes =

travails of the last German-Bn;

- tish - French - Italian - and-

American war. Thls is the situ-
ation in a nutshell It is Bolshe- °
vism.” =

(By courtesy of Bipinchandra
Centenary Celebrahon

nisations and . individuals,.’
_held in Calcutta on ‘Novem-
ber 8, under the auspices of
the United Central Refugee
Council . (UCRC), declared. .
its firm- opposition = "to the .
.. ‘Government’s . decisions to
close ‘down all refugee camps .
- in West -Bengal by July 81;.
1959, and to force 35,000 out

of the 45,000 families living )

in these camps to go to Dan-
dakaranya--the alternatives
placed before them are- that
they must either leave the
State or be prepared to shift.

. for themselves with a grant
equal ‘to six months’ = dole,
amountmg to Rs.- 104, in the.

"case of an adult and Rs. 72 -
for a minor.

. The Conventlon demanded
immediate implementation of
the -existing schemes of the
Goverhment and the alter-
native -proposals of various.
refugee organisations, partx-

- cularly of the UCRC, for the®
rehabilitation of . the East
Pakistan  refugees th}un .

© West Bengal._ . -

Sri Kapll Bhattacharyya,

: well-know;l irrigation engl-'

NEW AGE

ACONVENTION of the .
representatives of ‘vari-
ous democratic parties, orga-

neer, presided over the con-
vention - which was address—
ed, * " among- others, * by
ed, Jyoti Basu, . Leader of

Bengal Assembly, Bhupesh
* Gupta, Leader of the Com- .
munist Group in the ‘Rajya’
-Sabha, Mohit Moitra, Abdul-
la Rasool
Monoranjan Roy (BPTUC),
Smt. Swenchi Serguipta, Sa-
tyen Basu . (Jan - Sangh),
'Arobindo °© Ghosal, -~ M.P.
(FB.) ‘and Surhid = Mallik,
MLA, (Marxist F.B.)
The resolution adopted by '

the Convention characterised

it as “an inconsid_erate action
to send the East Bengal re-

' fugees outside West. Bengal -

- against ‘ their w111 - without
exploring the avenues of de-

" veloping the backward eco-
nomy of West Bengal and'
on _the plea that the's¢ope of
rehabilitation in West Ben-

. .gal has been exhausted.”” '
. The Convention firmly de-

clared ‘that “there-is ample -

scope of land - development
and expansion of industries
in the State”, and it was

therefore- “an urgent task to -
) possibilitiés -
.into ‘action in the interest of .

translate these-

(Kisan Sabha), .

the natxonal hfe
Bengal.”
"The’ resolutlon pomted out

" that if the. State’s untapped
the Opposition in’ the: West- -

resources were properly har- -’
nessed “not only -the refu-:'
gees ‘will-be absorbed, ' but
the' -unemployed and - the.
landless 'peasantry of . West
Bengal will be prov1ded with
sources_of livelihood. ” .
The . Convention expressed

“its surprise at the Govern-

ment’s ‘unwillingness ‘“to

"spend ‘the same. amount. (in

West Bengal) that is being -
diverted for Iand ‘ develop-
ment and-other projects out-v
side the State.” -

_The" Conventiol extended -
‘its: full support to' the de-
mands “for the setting up of
infdustries on a wider scale
in and araound - the govern-
ment -and.non-governmeént
colonies, for, keeping in force

--the recognised benefits for

refugeés outside the- camps
and the regularisation:of all
plot-Holders in- ‘all.colonies- - -

" .without. any discrimination.”

The Convention urged up-
on the Union Government to
sanction necessary money
for the execution of ‘all the -
-rehabilitation schemes.
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- «closure onslaught”

TEXTILE WORKERS FACED WITH |

AUTOMATION OFFENSIVE

ernment of India pub-
lished its decision on the
recommendations: of the
Textile Enquiry (Kosh1)
-Commlttee

:The Koshi Committee was

ppolnted to make a rapid
enquiry into the problems of
the so-called “crisis” in textil-
es and “closures” of units and

suggest remedial _measures,
This was done at the crest of

_ a'mounting ‘wave of textile

workers’ agitation agamst this
in Bom-
"pay, In Vidarbha, in Co-
imbatore, in Indore, in Kan-
pur, in, fact -alll over the

country and when the prob-

- China’s First

- 1 T Plan

-kFROM PAGE 1

reached 32, 800 000 plculs ful- .

. filling completely the original
plan. -

" | Comparing’ the total "output
of grain and cotton during
the five-year period with that

of 1932-36, the year of good

. crops prior to the liberation,
grain output increased more
than 400,000,000,000 catties,
an increase of about 32 per
cent; and cotton increased

' ‘some 76,000,000 piculs, an in-

. erease of 1.2 times. This-fully
demonstrates that at the end

of the First Five-Year Plan,

Chinese agriculture surpassed
that of any penod of old
China.

{ Furthermore, in the fields "

of transportation and commu-

nications, culture and -educa-

tion, medicine’ and public

health,. remarkable develop-

ment has also been registered
- in ‘the ﬁve-year period.

tant -development of indus-
try and -agriculture, . the
standards of living of the
broad masses of the people
have correspondmgly im-

"I average wage of the 24,500,-
000 office and factory work-

dition the welfare fund paid
by the Government for the
workers during the five-year
| period. amounted  to
'9,600,000,000 yuan, and the

work

ﬂoor-space of some 100,000,-

000 square ‘metres.. _During
‘flie same ‘period, the: living
, sta.ndards of the 500,000,000
peasants have also gradually

that in 1957 the income of
the peasants was more than
30 per cent higher than in
1952. .
s The successful completion ‘of
China’s First Five-Year Plan
is of tremendous significance,
~;On the one hand, the hard
facts smashed all slanders and
lies of the Rightist elements
within and enemies without,
'and on the other, it greatly
msplred the . Chinese people
’ :hld gave them 'confidence in
e

agricultural production thro-
‘aghout the country is develop-

previously unknown in. her

T

N November 1 the Gov--

- in May, 1958.

«its report in the end of July.
- mittee, upheld the employers'
, Committee

.- floated by the Government to

‘both the Houses of Parliament,

On the basis of the cons--

‘proved. -As is known, - the -

ers in 1957 was 42.7 per cent "
higher than in 1952. In ad- -

" accepted the Enquiry Tommit-

} ' houses built by the .
Go' vernment: had a_ total -

been raised. It is estimated.

“success. of their further.
'advance. At present, the big. -
forward leap-in’ industrial and -

ing China’s economy at a pace .

lem was forced ‘into the deli~
bearations of the 16th Indian
Labour Conference at Nainital

~The Committee: gave: ‘an -
interim - recommendation for-. S T
relief in excise duty to textiles -
in June. This was accepted by
the Government. i

Then the Government, .
the-recommendations of the
Indian Labour Conference,
announced cheap credit facili-
ties. !

This was not enough for
1he employers. They wanted
their pound of flesh. They -
wanted automation, heavy
rationalisation -and - wage-
_freeze at the cost of employ-
.ment and the living stand-
ards of workmen, . for
The Committee submitted

Press report of thls decision.
A rationalisation - ‘sub-commit-
tee 1s to be set up to advise the
- Textile Commissioner.

declares that.™ “our = exports.
will. continue - to fall steeply
unless: we' export - cloth: pro-
duced on automatic . looms.”
Hence more automatic looms.
matic - looms. = And- more re-
ment of textile labour. And
this, ‘the “Government

cal climate should be_created
within_the-country to facili-
‘tate the introduction of auto-

The Koshi Committee, like
the - earlier -Kanungo ‘Com-x

claim for automation. ~The .
only recommendation of the
-that helped the
workers was that an autono-
mous’ éorporation . should be

cified- perlod o

RECOMMENDATIONS
IGNORED * |

Frankly speaking, this
means that the recommenda-
tions of the Fifteenth Indian
Labour
tlonalisation should .not be
mtroduced unless. it was ab-
jsolutely -essential = for. the
industry to run.economically,
that it should not result in
any worker getting” unemplo-
yed and that increased earn-
ing resulting from rationali-
sation should be shared with
‘the workers would all be given
a decent. burial.

take over all the closed con-
cerns and run them.

The textile workers’ unions-
all over thes country made it,
¢lear that automation should
‘be prevented and the corpora-
tion to run closed down con-
cerns should be formed. In

members gave notice to raise
a -discussion .on the report.
Yet no discussion could be
hal. And a fortnight before
the Lok Sabha is to meet, and
when the discussion on the .

f;entt l'li:.spgilmougncec(l3 its' ?eci: The enﬁployers thh:.vewbaege v
-erying ' hoarse at S
sion on the recommendations. - should be - freezéd,  automa- -

Such is the Government’s
“care” for discussion on such
a vital: question sought to be .
raised in Parliament. And
what are the decisions? |

tion allowed and productivity
raised by raising work-load.

now
And about -closures? The
Government has rejected the

AN"-WORKER idea of floatirig an autonom-
: ous corporation. ILiberal cre-
POL'CY dits for replacing equipment

L and~modernlsation and path-
etic appeals to the manage-

The Government has ae-
cepted precisely -what the ment to improve their affairs
seem to be all that the Gov-

workers reject as disastrous
and it has rejected what the ernment is capable of doing.
workers hailed as relief.

“The - - Government _ have . before

out in his evidence
the Textile Wage Board, “it
tee’s. recommendations that
there i$ urgent need for the
replacement of out-dated
-machinery, rationalisation,
modernisation_and promotion
of efficiency in management
and productivity”—says the

no such thing as -a. perm-

any given - industry.”. He In
this evidence -clearly brought
out instances .- to prove that
quarrels among the directors

nister i‘or Industries and
former Working Committee

W ORKERS all over the ‘Mi
‘member of thé AITUC ad- -

country celebrated Oct-
.ober 31 last as the thirty--
eighth anniversary ' of the .dressed . the celebration
All-India 'l‘rade Union Con- - meeting. The day was cele-
. brated all over the State.:
In Beawar, it was a “dee-
pavali” day for trade uni-
‘ons. Al the:. offices were
illuminated and a  mass
rally was organised. o
In Calcutta, .Dr. Ranen.
Sen, -MLA, Vnce-Prcsldent
of the AITUC ‘presided over

gress.

- Reports that have reach-~

ed us show that in Delhi’

the day had-to be celebra-

ted by holding shift meet-
. ings, . Workers of no shift -
" were ‘prepared for only a
" general meeting ‘since one_

still greater successes on the

B ‘Five-Year Plan. -
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history. we armly believe that -,
the Chines¢ people will score °

‘economic construction : front -
than they did during the Flrst

.section or other would not
fave-beerr—abl

-The Government decision

More liberal imports of auto--

trenchment. and unemploy- .

feels that a proper psychologi--

.matic looms within'the spe- E
: - recommended- "this - when- it :

.Conference that ra-

The Govemment repeats this

As Comrade Dange pointed -

is well known that there is’ )
anently ‘uneconomic unit in

AI TUC AZ\/NI VERSARY
CELEBRA TED

‘addressed - the

ﬁmhci%muouunanmmeMove-~

pate in it. ganised in the Muslim Ins- ment in the country to de-
T In Tnvandrum, Kerala’s  titute Hall. Shibriath Ban-
icapital, K. P, Gopa.lan, ) nenee, a: former Prosident

0 BY RA] BAHADUR GOUR N’.P,

Secretary, All-Iﬂdia Tfade Union Congress _

and gross mlsmauagement
make the unit . . ‘aneconomic’.
in invariably .all the-so-called -

.- ‘uneéconomic- textile units. ‘We

know how the Atherton West
-Mills in Kanpur is “unecono-
mic” because -.of the -J.X.
Group. . trying to elbow out

- its_foreign pdrtners. We know -

the - case of the Sholapur
Mills:

So, merely credlt facilities
will. not - solve the... problem..:
It will. not remedy litigation
and mismanagement. That.
is why the workers have beén-
demanding that ll such mills ;,
- should ‘be taken over by the
i’Govemment and run, -

-Thé Koshi Committee also

suggested- the- formation of -

" an  autonomous -corporation.
But. it is precisely - this. that .
- thé Government has rejected.

- The textile ~workers are

faced with a grave chal-
" lenge. Comrade S.G. Patkar

MILA, ‘general Secretary of

the Mill. Mazdoor - Union,

Bombay, has issued a state-

ment calling upon the tex-

tile workers to accept this
-.challenge w1th united - ac-
" tion.

A powerful protest outside,
coupled with stubborn res-
istance of all trade . unionist
and progressive’ M.Ps inside, .

Parliament alone can ~make
_the Government se¢ sense.

HIGH & MIGHTY - -
BIRLAS_ -

FOR the high.and mighty .
Birlas, there 1s.no code
“‘other than the “code of fleec-
; ing»
The Kesoram Cotton Mills

of the Birlag. situated in Gar- -

den Reach® the industrial
‘suburb of ‘Calcutta, 1s a seat
of chronic trouble because of
the management’s retusal to

-implement awards ‘evenl ag-
reements.
About a year ago, ‘the-issue

‘was of bonus. The manage-
ment " violated the bonus
‘agreement. Even the - Gov-
" "ernment, a signatory to the
agreement, "~ up eld ~ the
* union’s interpretation. “Bub -
the Birlas won’t listen. -
‘This time’ it 1s ‘the trlbunal
award itSelf a

of the AITUC and now Pre-
sident of the West Bengal
Commiittee of ‘the HMS, .
-gathering.
Indrajit Gupta, = Secretary
‘of the AITUC, Harekrishna
Konar, Secretary . of the
West Bengal szan Sabha -
and Ghosh, General Secre- :
tary, Mercantile Federa- .
tion, addressed the meet- -
ing. :

The key-note o{ the 3
speeches was the need for

PRS-

_‘'seems- that the attainment, of-

The "recent omnlhus textlle -
‘tribunal awarded:casual leave :
with pay, annual increments,
‘ete. But the Birlas are deny-
ing the workers. these benefits
of the award: All the efforts of’
the union to settle the disputs, -
amicably have failed.:

Over and- above this, . thi
management has charge.shee ¢
- -ted-as many as 800 workmen
from among a total of . 10,000 N
worklng in this factory. .

. Is the West Bengal Govern- :
ment so helpless before -the °
powerful Birlas as to be un-
able to force them even to im-"
plement the award. of a trl-

unal? - :

dBn People’s o
Commumes
*F‘ROM PAGE 10

functlon of the State Wlll be
limited to protecting the coun-
try. from external ageression
but will play no role internal-.
ly.. At that tﬁne Chinese
- soclety will enter the era of -

Communism where the princi-
ple of “from each according
-to_ his ability and to each ac-’
cording to his needs” Will be.
practlsed

"After the estahllshment of
the People’s Communes it is’
not necessary = to hurry. the
change from-the original sys- = -
tem ‘of distribution, invorder
to - avold any. “unfavoirable
effect on production. The sys-
tem :of - distribution shouid te .
determined according to spe-
cific conditions. Where condi-
tions permit,. the shift.to a-
‘wage . system may be made.
‘But where conditions are not
yet ripe, the original system..
.of payment according to work-
days may. .be temporarily re-
tained (such as the system- of”
fixed targets for output work.
_days and costs, with g part of
-the, extra output as reward: .
or _the system of calculating. -
workdays on the basis of out- .
put).. This can - he . changed
when conditions perm.'lt R

Although ownership in the’
Peoples -Communes -, 1s: stilk
.collective- ownership..and the
-system -of- distribution, either. ".
-the" wage ‘system. or: payment .
according . to workdays, is #lo
each. according . to his. work’
and not. “to.each according.to ..
- his- needs,”- the People’s Com- . .
‘munes - are -the best.form of - -
organisation for .the: .attain-
:ment of Sociallsm and gradual
transition - -t0 - Communism, = -
They will develop into.the
basic social units in Commun- -
.ist society. ) S

6. Af ‘the present stage )
our task is to bulld Soclal- :

1sm. B .

" The primary purpose of es-
tablishing People’s Communes
-is. to accelerate the speed of .
Soclalist constructidn ‘and the
purpose: of building' Socialism
‘1s to. prepare actively for the
- transition to Communism, It

‘Communism - in China is no:.
longer a remote ‘future event.

fend the interosts

of the
workers. : .

rectly gauged if we take the
rise in prices into consideration.
The" Commrssion estimates "that
theré was a rise of 14 per cent
in prices between April’ 1956
and August 1957. On this basis,
the original Plan would require
afh overall outlay of at least Rs,

per. cent  compared with the
“original figures; . if really - the
Government could find eriough
resources to have ' an overall
outlay of Rs. 4,220 crores.

Pitiful
Remedies

What this means in terms.of
physical targets, we will see

pmful remedies to meet a seri-
ous crisis. What is"the panacea
it is suggesting? It has really
nothing to say except demand
greater external assistance and
deficit-financing. "And to .allay
public fears about the. effects of

" * the latter, it has suddenly decla-

red itself in favour of State
monopoly of wholesale trade in
foodgrains. -

‘Only a few months ago, the
Asoka. Mehta . Committee had
recommended this step to con-
trol ‘food prices; but the Gov-

ernment had rejected it. How

_has.it suddenly accepted it now?
"The reason is* that many in the
NDC perhaps saw that any more

.deficit-financing - will -aggra-

vate the food price situation and
- were opposéd to it. To placate:

them and the public opinion
-outside, the .Government pro-
mises that it will be able to
control. food prices  through
State trading and, therefore,

further deficit financing should -

not be objected to.
State monopoly of whole-
sale trade in foodgrains has
been demdnded by the demo-
cratic forces for a long time. If
honestly implemented, it -will
‘check profiteering
.grains and ensure compara<
tive stability of prices. But to
think that State monopoly can
- effectively  counteract the
- effects of reckless deficit-
financing, especially under the
Congress 'regime, is sheer

‘nonsense.
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. celhngs,
5,400 crores. . This will mean ° years' limit. : These. three years -

" that there is a cut of at least 22"

later on. Meanwhile, it must be’

" said that the NDC is adopting’,
know that
become a great force after the -

in food- .

i s— iy "
o ~

GRENY

ed all attempts to ﬁx ‘ceilings on’

landed property and prevented

the dlstnbutlon of land to the:

landlesss’ ©
The last AICC - Session; in=
stead .of giving a mandate for

State mvestment at ‘Rs. 4,800

crores, the employment -poten-
tial would be seven ~million.
And- now. it is - realised

.that -with investment at

immediate legislation- to impose- -

-has. given a: -three

will be utilised by the existing

owners to sée that the future

legislation does not affect.them.
To postpone this legislation is a
crimeé against the people and the
nation. Those who-evade it and
yet talk of ‘raising agricultural
productlon are gmlty of hypo-
crisy.

Evading Dbasic land reforms,

all that the NDC ‘is reported to -
-have recommended is the set-

ting up of a multi-purpose co-
operative -society in every vil-
lage. Even a .child ought to
cooperatives -

solution of  the land problem.
The example of China and other
countries teach the same lesson.
But who dares touch the vested

interests in land? A number of’
.Congress Chief Ministers ‘feel

that any step in this direction

might jeopardise their own posi-
tions. Hence pitiful proposals
masqueradmg as profound solu-
tions.

With this outlook and these
‘methods mnot only enough
ﬁnumes ~will not be raised,
but product'non itself cannot

- be increased adequately. And .
that itself might bring about . -

J jurther curtailment of the

Plan, For in calculating the -

. foreign exchange require-
ments it is presumed that no
food imports over and above

- the normal purchases will be
sanctioned. . So leng as gud-

rantees for rapidly,increasing -

food: production are not there,

a bad season -might fu.'rther'

upset the Plan,

"Such is the precarious posr-'

tion with regard to finances.
‘What this means under different
heads of development can be
seen from the following:

will”

.below. Rs. 4,200 crores,

Rs. 4,500  crores, .employment
potential will  be 6.5 million. -

Since investment might be well’

the

.employment potential is. much

less. :
The drastlc cut in social ser=
vices means that_ housing and
other amenities for the working
class will be drastically curtail-
ed. Thus is ensured the objec-
tive of reducing economic ine-
qualitiés! '

Vltal Cut In L
State Sector

" The Rs. 100 crores increase
“in industry and mining is not
a compensatory factor. It is

- highly misleading. It is due
_to high prices and includes in
.fact the high prices charged
by Western exporters of ma-

. chinery. In reglity it conceals -
a drastic and vital cut in our

_ State sector — @ cut in the
strategl.c sector which threat-
ens to undermine the wvery
industrial: . base of the Plan.

" The May apprazsal of the
}P’ g . C' ion was
.qmte revealing. Notwithstand-
ing increased expenditure of
money, Indie has been forced .
_to'cut down @ number of
basic ‘projects in the State

* sector or: defer them to the:

Third Plan. .

- Only four or five of the stra-
tegic projects in- the public
sector will be completed by the
end of the Second Plan. They
Jinclude the three steel works,
the Hindustan ' Shipyard, and
the Hindustan Machine Tools.
The other important and strate-
gic projects are either shelved -
altogether . or -are postponed to
be finished: some  time during
the ecoursé of the Third Plan.

The latter include the strate-

gic Foundry Forge Pro;ect, the

' The NDC is only 1msleadmg )

the people to -acquiesce in a
«further dose of defict-financing.
The proper thing will be to de-

mand cessation of deficit-finane- |

ing - and ‘at ~ the same

time honest mplementahon of .
State trading . under vigilance -

" committees of the public. Other-

wise, State- trading -will dege-’
nerate into monopoly of traders .

who are favountes of the Con-
gress.

Oneé would have thought that

- the NDC would consider more

serious steps 'to raise finances,

like nationalisation of banks, of

foteign monopoly concerns, of-

: pluggmg all loopholes for eva-
sion of taxes, ete. But -this
would have. hit- the -classes
which the Government *
propitiate. Therefore, ‘national
interests must suffer.

- Lend RBeforms

Evaded

Nothing can further excuse
the reluctance of ‘the NDC and
the Commission - to tackle the
problem of land reform which
cdn’ really unleash agricultural
production, India cannot deve-
lop any national plan with an
inefficient ‘agriculture based on
outmoded . property’ relations.
But the Congress and Govern-
ment ‘have not yet introduced
'sweepmg land’reforms In spite

we should tively use the
form of the _People’s - Com-:
‘munes to explore the practical . -
.road of transltion to Com=
munism, : - )

. NOVEMBER 9, 1658 -

&
oL u:yr:ma:-

State Governments have baul.k-
NOVEMBER 16, 1958

i

must -

Irrigation and- Power
Village and Small Industnes
Industries and Minerals
Social Services

Agnculture and Commumty Developmen?

- Alloca- Alloca-_
1s-origi- tions on
! ity made the basis -
‘ inthe  of Rs.
} i Plan 4,500
j crores
crores of Rs.) .
568 . 510
913 820
200 160
i 690 -790
1} 345 810 -

- Even these sums will not be
available as we know -that'Rs.
4,500 crores . cannot be raised.

“Even then the figures are elo-

quent. A cut'of Rs. 50 crores
on agriculture in-the next two
years is certainly not going to

. be a step forward in meeting

our -food needs, Between 1949~
50 and 1956-57, the annual in-
crease in agricultural produc-
tion' was between two to 2.5 per -
cent. This was totally inade-
quate to support a large pro-

- gramme of economic develop=

ment. Now with the present cut

" the situation might still further

deteriorate. - .
As regards irrigation, 1t was

- found that even. it the original

funds were. available, the target
of 12 million acres could ot be
reached. All that was consider-
ed possible was 10.4 million
acres. . Now with . the cut of
nearly Rs. 100 crores in 1rr1ga-
tien and power; this target is

gomg to be substantlally aﬂec-v

ted.

As regards employment 1t
was originally estimated. that

‘eight million will find employ-
lan.

the ment a8 X
Later onltwas found that with deferred ie. abandoned, include brin, 7 pr

- .
heavy - machlnery project, min-
ing mach.mery project, the
remaining part of the expansion -
of the Mysore Iron and Steel
Works, steel smelting shop and -
finishing mill, the first phase of
the heavy electrical project, ‘the
Assam Oil ! Reﬁnery and Alloy
-and Tool Plant. .

Thus: the basic machme-mak-
ing and strateglc industries are.
being deferred to the: “Third
Plan.  And no one knows whe-
ther’ these wﬂl be completed
during the icourse of the Third
Plan even. Work on these pro-

¥

jects, except the heavy electri-"

cal project, has hardly started
and there is no gudrantee that
they will: be compléeted during- .
the course ' of the Third Plan
either. Only the Foundry Forge
and -other projects which have
been planned with Soviet help
and ‘aid from ‘other Socialist
countries may be finished by
that time. ! .

These projects together with
others transferred to-the Third
Plan entailed a total cost of Rs.
169 crores;, at present ' prices
" they might cost Rs. 200 crores.

Projects | which ‘have . been

N'EWAGE‘

the”important " marine
‘erigine project, -‘the Hindustan

Shipyard Drydocks, = structural
-heavy .

plate ‘and vessel shop,
machine tools projects, ete; To-
gether .they would have re-
quired an mvestment of Rs 64
crores.

.According to the ongmal esti-
‘mates,  the total” jnvestment in

the. public sector including Rs.
60-65 crores in.the National De-

velopment Corporatlon was to
be ‘Rs:- 600 -crores i
.prices prevailing- at the time.
Now 'investments worth more
.than Rs. 200 crores -are post-
poned or deferred i.e. there is a

"“cut of 33 per cent in the public

sector. This cut affects the basic

industries — the basis .of ma-"

chine-making industry. -Not-
withstanding the increase’ of Rs.
100 crores in-invesmtent, the
industrial programme is drasti-
callyr - cut down; - the
sector is-immensely weakened
and our dependence on imports
of forelgn machmery is to con-
tinue.

.The same tale is told in the
pnvate sector:
.engineering mdustry ‘there will
be shortfalls in respect of struc-
tural ifabrications and.in -res-

" pect of all types of machinery

except sugar machinery.”.

) Thus again the machme-pro-'v
ducing industry is weakened,

The Real
Meaning

_Such is the real meaning “of’

the drastic curtailment of ,the
Plan. Because of its own bank-
rupt - policies ~the Congress
Government is forced to scale

down. the Plan. Yet it-is con--
cealing the truth from the peo--

ple. It is quite clear that total
investment ‘will not reach”the
figure of Rs. 4,220 crores theugh
the Governme'nt promises to
ﬁnd Rs. 4,500 crores.. -
In this curtailment of the
Pla_n, basic industries which

were to lay the basis of our-

"indépendent economy have
suffered “most. This has en-
dangered our rapid industrial
developmient . qnd | increased
our dependence’ on Western

~ imperialist Powers. - We are
neither able to reorganise our
agriculture nor lay the basis
of independent industrial de-
velopment. Meanwhile, the
mass of people suffer from

_increased unemployment,

famine and taxation burdens.

‘Their sv.cﬁ’ering‘u.nd' sacrifices
‘are’ in vain for these are

. forced on - them by selﬁsh'

policies.
’ Pursumg ‘this selfish path, the
Congress Government gets more
and more enmeéshed in entan-

. glements with ~ Western impe-

rialist financiers. Failing to pur-
sue alline of increasing collabo-

.ration and cooperahon with the.

Socialist countries, the Govern-

ment’llands itself- in too much °

rehance .on the TUSA." The

agreements with .the Socialist -

‘countries . have helped us im-
‘mensely. The Socialist countries

are helpmg us to- build our’
locate our. oil and

refmerles,
bmldlour steel plant. They
offer to help us lay the founda-
tion of a machine-making in-
dustry on the - cheapest terms.
But the reactionaries in the
Government, helped by big

“businessmen, force the Govern-
ment to turn.more and more to -

Westérn Powers.
_The total “aid” from the USA

smce 1947 already amounts- to

_Rs. 794 crores. The recent.big
loans‘ﬁ'om the World Bank and
Western - -countries - have made
the Plan ever ‘more -dependent
on the wishes -of the Western
ﬁnanclers They are, of course,

demanding" .their .. price and

"diesel

in-terms’ of:

_ plosives) .
,monopoly having majority of
‘shares and. directors. Th.lS is -
agreements in the private sector -

ing

public

“In the field of .

‘| Printea: by D. P. Sinha at the
NEW AGE

.

give up reliancé-on the public

sector and basic industries.
_Under their repeated pressure,

the Government

“our door to foreign. capital and

of India has .
started. yielding.~ The healthy -

principle that majority of shares.
-and control’ should -rest with
~Indiaps in joint

dian : +.concerns is
being ‘given iip and foreign cap- - -

ital is allowed to dominadte new

concerns.” The Government of
India itself has

poly group (the Indian Ex-
with the

being followed by

entered into . -
partnership ‘with"the ICI mono-.

foreign. !

(Tata-Merck Drugs. Combine). -

The resistance of the Gov-' -
the free . -~
entry of foreign capital is be-" :
the --

ernment. of India to-

-softened. - Besides
stranglehiold that the World
Bank is getting over the'Plan
is being used. to change its

character and dictate terms to.

us regarding the next Plan. The

monstrous interest charges that’

we will have to pay on these
loaris’ will be used to’'get a. grip
over our economy. From ‘time
to; time the Government fights

foreign ‘monopolies as on* the. ' ..+
-_question of .gil,"but again re- -
treats before: the onslaught of

Big Business.:
The drastié.”
our industrial programme is in

curtallment in

‘no small measure due to dicta~ -

tion and pressure of ' foreign

financiers. Had this

loans to India.

‘not been . .°
decided . upon, the World Bank.
would not have agreed to grant

It is thus not a _q'u.estw'rg. of

just- lowering inpestm,ents

here and there, but a ‘ques- 2

tioni of our future develop- ‘'

" ‘ment and economic independ-

‘ence. The pressure of the im- =

perialists and the .offensive of .’

our ‘own reactiongries dre
ruining - the chances of our
independent growth. :

" The

Planning Comm.lssxon L,

and the Government have not .

" only jeopardised the Plan; they.

are endangering " our future.

‘There must be united pressure -

to fight the machinations of the

imperialists; and -the plans- of -

Indian reaction.

There must .

“be concerted efforts to defeat -

Government pohmes, and  re-
place them by policies capable
of rousing the people to defend
our economy and - develop it
quickly with our own efforts.
The Goverriment may be pre-
pared to lose the battle' fbor a

free” mdependent prosperous
India. But the people '‘cannot
afford to do it. ;
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| Yet_Another Polish_Initiatice For Easing Tension In_Central Europe

RAPACKE A

‘the Polish Forezgn 'Minister, has

| Mr ‘Adam Rapackz
. put forward fresh proposals for the setting up of a Central

Turopean denuclearised zome, in ‘two stages—effectively
- meeting the arguments that were raised against his earlier
plan for the creation of an Atom-Free Zone in Central
Europe. This concrete and realistic solution leading towards.
the lessening of tension, disarmament and strengthening
of secunty in Europe has again come from a Socialist State.

T may be recalled that when armaments in this reglon have
IRapack1 first a.nnounced the met with very serious difficul~

" Prevention Conference,

+ idea

o Proposals

proposal for banning - atomic
and; nuclear weapons ; On the
territories of Poland, 'Czecho~
slovakla and the two German
States-—the hot-beds of wars in
Europe—and particularly when, .
in the memorandum of Febru-
arv\ 14, 1958, the Polish- Gov-
: ernment presented the princi-
ples of a broad: control system,
for | the implementation™ of the,
" stipulations of this proposal, the
was warmly welcomed by .
pea\_e-lovmg people the world
over. -

 Wide -
‘Support, Yet...

| The Rapackt Plan found a

; favou‘rable echo in the larg-
¥ est sections of the people of -
the West, as an important
g measure in the fight against
nuclear -weapons. Its broad
“character made possible., an
. app‘roach to the . Socigl-De-
* maocratic circles, not merely
to the rank-and-file, but-also .

v

e bml.'r Party, the German So-
cw.l Democratic - Party, the
Sca-ndmaman parties @
~others It got a favo'wrable
recephon jrom the fuling cir-

EIcs of Norway and Denmark
a‘n.d partly from the 'rulmg
L circles of Canada.

: .Even in West Germany, not

. only the entire opposition, but
certam leaders-of the Christian
Democratic Union as. well, had
demanded a discussion of the

_Rapacki Plan and had warned

. Adénauer’s Government. against -
its lsummary rejection.

Nevertheless, the nuclear-

happy hot-heads of the Westem

" eountries. attempted to put the

' plan into cold-storage.

Thelr line of argument was
that it “upsets the existing mi-
htary balance, between the two

: grqups in Europe,”
- “weakens -the defences ‘of
. thel West,” that it amounts

to i‘ withdrawal of . American
forces from’ Europe,” etc.
The key argument was
-that “the implementation of the
ban on. production and. possess-
lon‘ of nuclear weapons in Cen-

tral Europé could .deprive the

NATO forces of the so-called
‘nuelear shield’ in view of the
superlorxty in conventional arms
of the Warsaw, Pact forces

|
.New

However, the present propo-
sals put forward by the Polish

) Foreign Minister at the Press
. Conference in Warsaw, ‘on
November 4, meets this lme ‘of
arguments advanced by the op-
ponents of the Plan. . . -

Pomtmg to the limitation of .
the initial proposals of the Ra-
packx Plan for only denuclear-
1smg a zone in Central Europe

. Adam Rapacki declared that it
was so “only because the dis-

cus!sxon on the’limitation of all
! N
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to leading sections of the La- |

that- it -

ties.” But this -did not mean
that the Polish Government
was ever “opposed to a discus-
sion on the reduction of con-
ventional armaments in Central
FEurope.” “On the contrary,”
Rapacki added, “we have al-
ways advocated such a dlSCllS-
sion and such a reduction.”

Demonstrating once again the’
genuine concern of.the Social-
ist countries for averting the
nuclear menace and easing in-
ternational tension, the Polish
Foreign Minister, now propo-:
ses the implementation _of the
Plan. in the following two sta-
ges. : .

In the first stage:"

~ A ban would be introdu-
a ced on the productxon ‘of’
nuclear weapons on the terri-
tories of Poland, Czechoslova=
kia, the German Democratic
Republic and the German Fe-
deral - Republic; .

An obhgation would also
. be undertaken within the

proposed zone to Tenounce the
equipping with nuclear weap-
ons of the.armies which.do not
- as yet possess them as well as
.building nuclear mstallatmns
- for them;
C Appropriate measures of

duced, at the same time."

The implementation
second stage would be preced-
ed by talks on the appropriate
reduction of conventional for-
ces to be effected simultaneous-
ly with the complete denuclear-
isation of the zone and accomp-
anied. by thé introduction of the
appropriate measures . of con-
trol. ;

‘What They
Nean :
The implementation of these

proposals would mean, ﬁ'rst
without upsetting the exist-

ing balance in the region con-

cerned, an immediate stop to
the further aggravation of the
- situation in that region, which
the continued equipping with
nuclear weapon of the armies,
and the eventual production
of these weapons there, en-
- tail. It means d “freezing” of
.nuclear  armaments in the
proposed. zone as against the
proposal in the original plan
" to denuclearise the zone im-
mediately.
Secondly, the provision made

~ . -in these proposals for the dis- -
cussion and the implementation

‘of the appropriate reduction of
conventional forces while main-
taining top . prlorlty for
averting the prmclpal danger
which comes from nuclear wea-
pons, blows sky-high the false
accusation that. the Socialist
countries do not.desire general
disarmament.

Thirdly, the proposals envi-

sage the introduction of appro-
priate measures of control. The
Geneva . Experts’ Conference
hds already proved it to be
quite possible, and the

control would ~be intro- -

of the

East-

West Military Surprise Attack
from
November . 10, should prove it
to be practlcable as well.

It can_thus be seen that these
proposals go a long way " in
meeting the objections raised
against the original Rapacki
Plan.

The Polish Foreign Minister
has announced them, soon after
his return from = Norway—the
first time the Foreign Minister
of an Eastern European country

was invited by a NATO coun-
.try. And these proposals have

been announced, as Mr. Rapa-

. cki said at the Press Confer-

ence, -in agreement - with the
other Socialist .countries, and °
constitute “the maximum step”.

The proposals as soon as they
were made, began drawing the.
attention.of large sections of the
Western Press.

In Pritain, the majority of the
most important dailies publish-
ed extensive reports on the day
following Rapacki’s Press .Con-
ference, and discussed ‘the new

[ENDS PLAN TO-
taaﬂons

-elements ot the Polish propo-

sal. The :Times correspondent -
in Warsaw reported that.-Rapa- -
cki’s new version of - the Plan

'is aimed at meeting half-way

the reservations put forward by .
the West “with regard: to the
original formulation of the

. Plan

West German
Besponse

In West Germany also, al-‘ ’

most all German dailies pub-
lished reports of the announ-
cement  of these -proposals.
. While Der Tagesspiegel stated
that ‘the new Polish proposals
" were aimed at checking the
arming of the Bundeswehr
with atomic weapons, Rhein
- Zeitung declared that Mini-
ster Rapacki in modifying his
Plan had taken into conside-
ration the wishes of the West~
ern Powers. ) ‘
Significantly enough, even be-
fore the proposals were an-

nounced and at the time when.

. Rapacki was still in Oslo, Erich.
" Ollenhauer, Chairman of the-+
SPD, had written an ‘article in.
his party’s Press Bulletm, Pres~
sedients, entitled ‘“New Pro-
spects for the Rapack1 P

which he welcomed reports ot
the Oslo talks and considered -
the reported intention of sub-
mitting - the. Rapacki Plan in a’

modified form, as “an important...

step forward.”
- These immediate reactions m

the West show that the propo-_ _

sals in the present form are un-'
-doubtedly ‘meeting with still.
larger support than ‘the orxginal
one.

In our country, although

- the Press seems to have-

adopted rather ¢ woait-gnd-
Prime Minister-

Nehru has already commend-

‘ed_the Plan, in his last Press

Conference, as “deserving of”

consideration and not out-

right rejection.” He stated the-

* Plan would tend to lower the-
tension which iz a “good:
thing.

Every effort:must be made so
that these proposals also do not
meet an “outright Trejection””
from—sds Rapacki put it—"those
for whom the armament race-
and the equipping of Western
Germany with nuclear weapons:
are the cornerstone of their-
political concept.”

see attitude,

HUNGARY GOES ’E‘O POLLS

THIS

Ry

On November 16, Hungary goes to polls to elect its

National Assembly.

the Hungarian Parliament.

U NDER People’s Democracy
Hungary attaches great im-
portance to ‘the activities of the
representatives of the National
Assembly.

Hungary’s Natlonal Assembly
not only fulfils the role of the
couniry’s - supréme legislative
body, -but, through its Perma-
nent Parliamentary Committees,
. assists the Revolutionary Wor-

_ kers’ and Peasants’ Government

in preparing and elaborating its
decrees and resolutions. No gov--
ernment decree or resolution is

adopted or promulgated before

being discussed. and recom-
mended for adoption = in . the
respective Parliamentary Com-
.mittees. - The Parliamentary
Committees hear reporis by
various - government organs,
responsible leaders and-
Ministers and voice their criti-
cisms and - make their sugges-
tions to improve the work.
Thus. the role of the National

Assembly does not terminate |

with the close of a session. Dur-
ing the period between two ses-
sions the work of the National-
Assembly is earried on through
the continuous activity ‘of its
Permanent Committees.

A report to his electors is one .

‘of the important duties of ‘the
M.P. No unified method has -as
yet been worked out in this
respect, but most of the Parlia~.
mentary Groups have already
‘distributed’ the constituencies’
-among the M.P.s, who are hold- -
ing report meetings at regular
intervals.

M.P.s who, besides reportmg-~
to their constituents and receiv-
ing constituents on certain ap-
pointed days, make it a practice
ot ‘viciting factories and coope-

! - NEW AGE’

Here are extracts fom an article by
FERENC RESZEGI M.P. on the functions of @ Member of

rative farms and éven of calling
at homes have found this a very
practical method of strengthen-
ing contacts with their ‘consti-
tuents. o

On my part I'have adopted
the practice of chatting, if possi="
ble, with the constituents when
visiting 'a village. People take it
in good part when their M.P.
.calls at their homes, spends
some time in their midst, ene
quiring after the family's hicalth
and how 'they are doing ano
giving them advice on various
matters. On a recent visit to’
Gorbehaza village, when I made
a call at one cottage, I was re-
ceived by the farmer’s
with these words:

“Well, I never thought I'd live
to see our M.P. coming to see
us folks. Why, in the old times
an M.P. would sSooner see us
hanged than cross our threshold.
True, we were then only farm.
hands.” ] '

During the brief call I paid
them we had some very hearty

talk and parted on very good -

terms of understanding. When
Ileft I perceived that the whole
street ‘had "been watching and
commeriting on my call.

Of course, to establish closer
contacts with the electors and
acquaint them with the work of
the National Assembly is-not the’
sole -purpose of M.P.s’ act1v1ty
among their constituents. It is
very important, also, that they

should extend a helping hand in-

obtaining - solutions to' their
various problems. . -

I once happened . to hold a
report to the constituents of one
of the villages in the district of
Sarbogard. Having spoken -of
_matters of national concern, I

© wife

EEK
Péople And Parllament Stand Unzted/_.

stressed the 1mportance of im--
proving local conditions. Some-
one broached the - subject of”
transferring to some other loca-
tion the level-crossing, on which
all the villagers seemed very

anxious.: A number of people- '
spoke on this subject, and one °

old man said:

“You've spoken ‘very well
about improving our lot, Com-
rade M.P., but it happens that

we find it hard to believe—be--.
cause as for that level-crossing,

we've been promxsed that over
and.over again for = the last.

twenty-two years, and xt’s still

on the same: spot.”
After that meeting, lr,he 1eve1-

crossing  was transferred -
through the joint efforts of the .
Hungarian State Railways_and.-

the population. Some time after.

that, happening: to.travel in
- those parts, I stopped at the-
village.

‘You could read the joy from
the faces of the people you met.
Taking a look at the new level-
crossing, I addressed an aged
peasant who was passing by. “I
don’t seem - to have seen this
level-crossing in this spot a few
weeks ago,” I said to him.

L)

replied. “But it happens, there
was a meeting here with our
M.P., and that did the’ tnck -of’
_ bringing it here.”

“A meeting with -your MP"’ .

I said. “But surely you had that
sort of thing happen before?” -
“We did, sure enough. . But
what we used to have was pro-
mises, lots of it, and never any-

thing came out of them. But

this time, mind you, we got

nothmg promised and yet the

thingt was done.” .

Well, I thought to myself T

might as well ask him whether

‘he had happened.to attend that )

meetmg
¥ ON FACING PAGE
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“Nor was it there,” the man
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REBUFF TO I KE-DU LLES

POLICIES

i

- - HE results of 'the off~f
year U. S. elctions. -have
drawn the world’s attention,

not so much by ‘the Demo-.

cratic victory as by the rout

that the ruling Republican

Party has: suffered — the
) worst in 20 years.

/With the existing bi-parti-
san system in the U.S;, the

- . choice- of the ruling party,'in
. itself; is not of much interest

elther outside or inside U. S.

for the simple reason that the .

'Despite « Dulles’ “appeal”
to avoid taking foreign po-

licy as a “polifical football”.

in the electioneering game,

the American Dpeople have

.shown that they are getting
into a mood in which they
might no lorger ' remain

passive as a balancing rod:

in the hands of Dulles, for
. his performancos' on “the
- brink”.

No wonder then, that in the-

election—as the Press. reports
—“the heads of many of the

“.only alternative with which leading lights of the Kuomin-

"~ sueh a system faces the voters stang Lobby in Washmgton, R

is—as the progressive U. S. have-rolled.”

‘ enormous military
tures, the policies that create,

‘nued production
- weapons, of ageressive ‘pacts

. weekly National Guardian put
- it—that of “riding the donkey

. (symbol: of the Democratic -
‘Party) or the elephant. (sym-
bol of the Republican Party) :
on the same merry-go round”.

. And that the American peo~
ple themselves were not very
enthusiastic of making such a
choice is shown by the fact
that out of the 105 million

" éligible voters, only 75 million

‘nad registered, and- of these
only ahout 48 million actually

) turned up at the polls

Of the 435 seats in the
"House of Representatives,
the Republican Party could

" get only 154 seats, while 280
went to the Democratic
Party, the remaining one
going to an independent-.
candidate.. And of the 34 -
elected to the Senate, 26 are
Democrats, while the Repu-

- blicans are only - eight—

bringing down the Republi-- .

can - Party’s representation’
in the wupper house  from
about one-half to-one-third.
In the States the Republi-
cans could win only one-
’ fonrth of the governorshxps

!)evelopmg

" Trends

These results are significant
for the'way they have indi-
cated ‘the developing trends -
on the ‘American scene and
the growing discontent among

- the American people with the

Eisenhower-Dulles adminis.

'tration

Eisenhower was elected on
the Republican ticket to the -
Presidentship of the USA in
1952 with the slogan: “peace °
‘and prosperity"

The present election results

- are an index of what the Ame-

rican people think of this
“peace and prosperity.” Their
vote is a verdict against, the
-expendi-
.crisis,

a growing . economie

. "that have sent industrial pro-
" duction dropping and prices

and taxes up to the. highest
level in the entire history of

. the U.S, while the unemploy-

ed still total over five million..

1t is at the same time an
expression of the people’s dis-
satisfaction with the policy of.

. setting up missile bases on the

territories of the European
members of NATO, of conti-
of .nuclear

and plans, 6f conspiracies to-
overthrow the nationalist afd-

- nationalist-inclined  regimes
in.Syria, Indonesia, Haiti. and
Venezuela, ‘and, above all, of

the carrying out of open arm-

- ed aggression and war provo-

cations in the Lebanon and in

» Athe Taiwan area. - _
' NOVEMEBER 16, 1958 . - °
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And among those . Demo- -
‘crats, newly - elected to the -

Congress, are “many who be-
long to the New Deal School
of -economics, whom President
" Bisenhower has described -as
champions of high spendinf’ ”

Defeat Of
Chlang’s Friends

" That only survivor of the
extremely .reactionary ‘trium-
virate after the death of Mc-
Carthy .and. Taft, Willam
Knowland, who had earned
for himelf the title-of the
“Senator. from' Formosa”, and
who had “pledged” repeatedly
in’ 1954, 1955 and -1956, to op-
pose to the bitter end the
admission of-the Chinese Peo-

ple’s Republic to the UN. was
defeated for Governorship. He .-

is now reported to have re-
tired to his native . place to
settle ‘down as publisher of a
small newspaper.
‘has drawn wide comments
from: the U. S. and Western
political circles.

Gone with him are his part-

ners of the “China Lobby”,"
the extreme Right-wing Re-
publican Senators -Alexander
Smith and William Jenner.
" Gone overboard 100 are Sena-
tor Bricker, another Kuomin-
tang stalwart, Right-wing
Sena.tor Watkins and others.

'On ‘the other hand, Ver-
mont shot into, the head-
lines by electing a.Democrat
‘to  the Congress, for the
first time in over a century.
Added significance is atta-
ched to this result because
‘he was the one who had
urged the seating of Peo-
ple’s China in the UN, '

No wonder then, that there
is gloom in Taiwan. Said a re-
"port from Taipeh: “the na-
tionalists (read: the Chiang
Kal-shek- clique) -did not
expect that so many, of their
closest friends would be de-
feated”.

‘Interestingly enough, - the
apprehension, if not gquite the
gloom appears to be shared by
certain other quarters as wéll,
for instance, sections of Pakis--
tan’s Press. .. -

To their jittery “allies,” Ei-

.senhower ‘and Dulles both,

have -already assured that
there would be no basic chan.
ges in U. 8. foreign policy. The
two-party system in the U. S.
is indeed sufficient guarantee
of that. But. the - developing
trends revealed by these elec-
tion results are bound 1o make
themselves felt, in however
limited a manner, the more-
the American people recog-
nise clearly the reactionary
and dangerous nature of the
domestic -and foreign policies
of the U. 8. ruling circles

His defeatb

" 'The Soviet delegation con-

PEACE AND E‘REEDOM

Nuclear Ban
—Two Stands
-ITH‘ cynical disregard for

W'the worldwide . demand ~
for immediate ' cessation: of -
‘nuclear. weapon tests, the U.S.
manoeuvred through the U.N.
General Assembly
the. same resolution, which it
forced o a vote ‘in the Politi-
cal Committee, the Week be-
fore. IR
Hypocritlcally« on the floor
of the Genéral Assembly, de-
legates of the imperiahst
powers argued all over again .
_that their resolution,  calling
for “suspension” .of nuclear
weapon tests while the Geneva
talks are proceeding, -would -
contribute positively towards
a solution of the disarmament.
‘problem. But they could not -
convince even -one person.
amongst those-who had voted

. against or had abstained when -
o -the resolution was put. o vote-

- in the Political Committee,
" The voting on this resoclution.

was almost the. same in both
the U. N, bodies. i
This eclearly .
the U. S. . and the other

Western countries who .

backed this . so-called 17-

Power resolution, were in-
- terested, not  in exploring

common grounds for an

agréeement among the nu-
clear Powers, but in pushing
through the demagogic. re-
solution, as a part of their
obstructionist tactics aga-
inst any positive step. which
- might otherwise be forced
upon the U. N, Assembly by
peace-loving countries,

Another proof of the impe-
rialist countries’ attempts at
diversion was : the -so-called
Austria-Japan-Sweden . reso-
lution, which only: expressed
the hope that the Geneva
Conference would be success-
ful and lead to an agreement
acceptable to all. . -

-On the other ha;nd, India
and 13 other Powers which
had called for the: discontinu- -
ance of nuclear. tests until-
agreement was reached on
controls earlier in the Politi- °
cal Committee, tabled their,
resolution in the General
Assembly.

United States’ Henry Cabot
Lodge and Britain’s Comman-
der Allan Noble spoke against-
this resolution, repeating the
same arguments they had ad-
vanced in the Political Com-
mittee. Needless to say, this
Afro-Asian attempt ‘was
defeated

shows that

Indian. .
Resolution _ e

sistently upheld the demand
for the immediate cessation of
the tests.. But the other two
nuclear Powers, by not only
not accepting ‘the Soviet pro-
posals, but by rejecting even

‘the resolution sponsored - by

India and 13 other Powers,
and by tabling resolutions
that at best express only
“hopes” and wishes, have
shown once again that they
do. not want nuclear weapons

- banned.

As Soviet delegate Zorin
aptly remarked, the Western
resolution “remains & paper
resolution”, and “life will pass

“this resolution by.”

Wwith such doings in the
NEW AGE -

last week .

'NEws of Isreeli-UAR armed

i

U. N General Assembly, USs.

" President Eisenhower chose to
" make an announcement from:

the White Hoiise, punctually

’coinclding\ with ‘the start. of
the ‘6th session - of the Con-
. ference in Geneva,  that the
U: 8. was‘now free to start
the tests again. because re-
ports had reached about fresh
tests in the Soviet Union.-

The U. S President ObVI- .

ously thmks that people
have very short. memories

and have forgotten that it

" ‘was the Soviet Union which

had umlaterally suspended:
tests and given the opportus- .

* nity to the other two nu-
‘¢tlear Powers to follow this
lead which had been acclai-
med the world over. The
Westem Powers refused {o

do any such. thing—because.
all preparatlons for their -

tésts were' completed and
:. they were determined fo go
through' with it.. Once they.
“have finished .this "series
they. now . propose  suspen-
sion for: a period—the time
they need to prepare their
next series of tests. No sane
. person could - expect the
Soviet Union to sit back and
do nothing when the Wes-
tern Powers were not agree-
mg to any permanent ban’
. but were only making sug-
: gestmns which would enable
them to go .on perfecting
their atomic and nuclwr
armoury.

The Soviet Union ngh'tly
rejected as’ hypoeritical the
idea of test suspension only
for one year.:
ment after statement and de-
claration after' declaration,:
the Soviet Union is.asking and

showing . itself willing for an -

immediate cessation - of the
tests along with ‘the’ discus-
sions for workmg out a con-
trol /system. ©

Ejsenhower’s present a.n~
nouncement in this- back-

ground only means that the *

U. 8! is not yet taking serious-
ly enough - the world-wide
popular demand for the cessa-
tion of nuclear weapon tests,

In' striking  contrast is the
attitude: of .the Soviet Union
and iother Socialist countries
towards ‘the nuclear = menace,
_ towards disarmanient and the
easing of international - ten--

‘slon! The latest and importarit

instance of this - attitude is

the | announcement of the -

Rapacki ‘Plan in its new and
modified - form.

Mischief
Again

clashes on the Syrian bor-

- der appeared in some Indian

newspapers, towards 'the end *

-of last week.

But since the beginning of
this .month, the Arab papers
have been sounding warnings.
about a fresh U.S.-British plot
against the Arab national in- .
dependence movement. .

Chagrined by their recent
set-back in Traq and the Leba- .
non, the U. S. and British im-
perialists are planning to en-

. gineer-a coup d’etat in Jordan
and then to egg Israel on to*
occupy the-west bank of the
Jordan river, so- that .once

-again their troops could land
~on Arab soil under the guise

of schemes. of “neutralising”-
the west bank of the Jordan

by R}IZA ALI

And in state-

river and placmg the area -
under. the control of a “United
Nations police force”,
Instngatmn of Israel for
a_rmed provocations .ori the
Syrian border, supported by
- fresh
- -consignments and prepara-

". tions for the “internationa- -

- lisation” of the .west bank
of the Jordan river, eviden-
ced by the recent arrival.of
‘a- U. 8. military mission_ to
Jordan, are part of the plans
that afe being hatched in
Washington and in London.
British - Foreign - Secretary -
Selwyn Lloyd’s allegation of
October 30, of Jordan being
still subjected to “indirect ag- *

.

’\'.

inflow of armament

LR

gression”, fits well in this con- o

text. -

 It.is Worth noting that, the
news of armed clashes on'the
Syrian border came while .a
four-day ‘joint naval manoeu-
vres of the Baghdad . Pact

N

countries was going on.in the-, -

North Arabian Sea and while

the ' top-ranking military. re. .
presentatives of the U. 8.:Bri~ -

tain, Turkey, Iran and.Pakis--
tan were putting their heads-
together at the closed meet-
ings of the military committee

of the Baghdad Pact at‘

Ankara.-

It is obvious. that what. the
imperialists are pushing thro-
~ugh- are plans to hold at all
costs the “strategic kingdom”

..of Jordan which borders on . :
Iraq and UAR—the backbone -

of the Arab natlonal liberation

movement.
It is rather surprising . that
a.good section of the Indian

Press does not seem to have .
;

much to's_ay about it. -
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say I did,” he said.

“Well, -and how does that
M.P. of yours look?”

“Well, he—How to tell you—
At that juncture. the local
Party Secretary and the Local
Council Chairmap. arrived-and
greeted me. |
“Good . afternoon,
M.P.” they said." :

The old man looked at me and
seéemed embarrassed.

“Attend the meetxng I dare-- R

Comrade T

“It’s all right, dear Comrade » o

I told him. “You'll come to the
meeting next time, T hope.”
‘We shook hands, but, before

. saying good-bye, he remarked -
that he had never had that sort

of thing happen to hun in’ his
life.

"-The Party Secretary and the

Local Council Chairman corro-
borated my impression that the -

speedy action taken on transfer- :

. ring the level-crossmg had tho-
orughly changed the mood of

the’ vi‘lagers

- I could cite qulte a few simi-
lar instances from ‘my present
constituency ‘in the district of
Polgari, County of Hajdu.
Under . the Horthy regime,

there was -a saying -about Par- - -
-liament:

“The nation’s within;
the people thhout »
trast, the relat_ions' between the

By con-

electors and their M.P.s today *

could be summed up ‘in-quite’a’’
different saying: “The people

;and  their Parliament." stand_

umted »
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_ Rooms in different Indian
" behind this facade of
knowledge of the

cities, but what goes on

innocent urge to dole out the
“Free World”-and the#Democratic

‘Way.-of ‘Life” perhaps nobody “in this ‘country—not
even the Government—fully ‘knows, - :

O;..NLY_a glimpse of this I
J could recently get as I
glanced through the pages of
theé U. S. Senate hearings last
May before its Sub-Committee
dealing with the budget of
the United States Informa-
tion Agency (USIA)—the pa-
rént ‘body of our USIS. The
~ House of Representatives had
. sanctioned & somewhat re-
duced amount than what the
USIA had asked for. -

| _
- Weork m -

India
. | So-the matter came .up :be-
fore
-there George V.-Allen—at one

time, & ‘not-very-popular ‘U.S.
. .Ambassador -in New -Delhi, at

‘present the Director of the
_USIA-wrote . a note. to the. -

Chairman of the Sub-Com-~
mittee explaining why the cut

" .. ghould be restored. °

| In that note, Allen asked
for.an increase of the grant

for

° 'of their , programme for our
- country, o

* | “An urgent-task-of USIS in
India is to develop public
knowledge of progress “achie-
~ved through development pro-
- .grammes carried.out in'a de-
mocratic manner. By publici-
sing India’s social and econo-
mic ‘gains ‘and making clear
- .iHe role ‘of the “United States
-.aid, USIS promotes apprecia-
P ] v
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the: Senate hearings and

USIS work. for Tndia and °
.gave a brief idea of the nature -

1 fdpou'ritq? :

. tion of the advantages of pro-
sgress achieved as a free nation.
+and in cooperation with the

‘United -States.... Additional
funds requested ‘for 1959
would . permit intensifled .

_efforts ‘to mske . ;known _the
‘reality of Indian accomplish-
ments and-to:increase under-
‘standing of the extent to
which Communism threatens
‘Indian-independence. Specifi-
cally, :restored funds ‘would
permit augmenting - circula-
- tion -of the “American Re-
- _porter” ini Communist-govern-
ed Kerala and Communist-
threatened ‘Maharashtra
“States....” :
Here is thecase of a fore-
ign Government agency par-
ticipating in ‘a. purely inter-
nal issge ‘of our ‘country,
making no bones -about its

vert a -lawfully. recognised

. thing and so on.

" 'NIKHIL CHAKRAVARTY

unashamed attéempts-to sub- -

\ o ”‘,C'Z?

_themselves talk abott how
“much we have in common bet- - .
ween our- country - and your

country and how we want 'to

get along together and how'

we are all trying for the same

This we take back to theln
own people. And then their

'b, 1

i

—

LOWn people‘sée theii' own lea-

{ders'in- full colour speaking to

“them from -the screen and

:talking’ abouit us.”

“This Larson, at a later hear- -

‘ing, revealed: _
“In-India, all our own
‘activities are -on what you
‘might -call the -quiet side,
‘the 'low-keéyed, non-politi-
‘cal-‘side. That is the only
‘type‘of activity we can carry

on....” When asked if this .

‘Peing’ quiét'is “by. choice or
“Pecause' of ‘cénsorship”, Lar-
son replied: “It-is because
that is the Kind- of ‘activity
that Mr. Nehrn has indica-
“ted" that ‘We can carry on.”

political party. ‘.Perhaps,
“Pandit Pant’s Home Depart-
.ment will take note of itf.
As for the USIS organ, the
American  Reporter . itself,
‘Allen obliges us with its- cir-
culation range: “I have a
i { here .which -shows
295,000 copies. of.'this maga-

. -gine, of which 75,000 were in

English;. 30,000 in Hindi;
50,000 in ‘Bengall; 45,000 in
Tamil;
.20,000 in Malayalam; 30,000 in.
Marathi -and 30,000 in: Guja-

o ratdte o

—Projects For

India

An Assistant Director of the
USIA,  William - -J.. ‘Handley,
" outlined the USIS programme

for 1959. This includes quite a

few new. projects for India

“sSeminars for students .and

educators”; “Regular lecture

programmes by USIS officers
throughout Inida”;  “publica-
tion of the monthly American
_ Labour Review'in India’; “in-
creased documentary motion
picture production”; pamph-
let production also is to in-
crease in India, while “The

- Amgerican Reporter in India.

would expand ..its editions in
Malayalam and Marathi”—
presumably to fight the Com-
munist menace in these two
States in particular.

. Another USIA boss, -Arthur

‘Larson.gave out in last year's’

‘hearings that-“we are finding
new and ‘effective ways to. use
--the movie technique”  and he
elaborated his point:- :
“For -example,
most effective uses' of motion
pictures-is to film the visits of
- visiting heads of States, ‘such
s Nehru and King Saud. This
has. become - practically - a
i“standard ‘ procedure with us
- now.-The-reason -that that:is

50 effective is that these rien =

come here....andt they wil

ractices 3

15,000 in ‘Telugu;

Fake

one of .the’

“Veysey

What the USIS has done, in
fact, is-to quieten the public

programme and: to go deeper ..

into secret programmes. And
the report of the Senate hear-
ings provide sufficient ‘evi-
dence of these -subterranean
.activitles on the part of -the

ysiS. I shall mention only &

few of these.’

. Sometimes in our dailies
like the Times of India, we see
columns written by one Paul

1. Fokd on some international -

issue. You would think that
+this might_be_some Western
columnist like Walter Lippman
or Edgar Snow. But the decep-
tion was disclosed in a des-
patch in  Washington Post of
May 25 this year, under the
caption “USIA items are sign-
ed fictitiously.” It says:

“The United States Inform-

ation Agency is contributing

columns to foreign newspapers’
under fctitious bylines carry-’

ing the implication of legiti-
mate American news sources.

Tt was learned yesterday
that-the practice has been
going on for.at-least six years
and that four USIA employees
here,in Washington -are using

seven. pseudonyms ‘to write”

columns on political, economic
and. cultural’ matters which:
present the American view
abroad.”

Names
“The »&espatch a.ctually dis-
closes that Paul L. Ford—the

columnist of our ~Times of.

India-is ‘a‘bogus-name cover-
ing up USIA propaganda..

~ “The USIA procedure was
first reported by Arthur Vey-
‘sey,. Chicago Tribune = cOITES-
pondent’ in Europe, when
sey noticed” accounts by a
“paul: L. Ford’ comihg out of
the same NATO Foreign Min-

isters Cohference.- in‘ Copen- .

hagen that he himself was
Sl

- Benjatiin )
Smith °A close view of many -
of our. dailies may. help us to.

_ ‘other- ‘eminent

-covering. . .
“«Veysey - found Ford’s
pame was used ‘to give an

"authentic air -to.a NATO.
criticising -Russian -

_story
- Premier Nikita Khrushchev
—a story ‘which -actually
had - been -printed three

weeks earlier in a NATO

periodical in Paris.”

The report also offen fakes
‘names used by USIA: Thomas
‘Marshsll, Gilbert Grant, Guy
‘Sims Fitch, John 'Kerigan,
West and Norman

‘spot some of these other cele~
‘brities as well. .

" Chicago Daily Tribune - at-
tacked this USIA method of
cheating the public -saying

that “the use of manufactured .

byline over items of news or
- news interpretation with in-
tent to- indicate that the
material was the responsible

product of ‘an individual ob-~

server is regarded as deceptive

and is never countenanced by
reputable newspaper practice.”

“The USIA Chief, "George
‘Allen “wien confronted with
‘this exposure = in the Senate
‘hearings admitted that it was

. S . .n‘

George Allen told the Sab-
“Commiittee thdt the Low-
Priced Book: ’ e is

‘mieant to ‘push *“American..
books ‘thirough ~commercial -

channels to combat Com-
munism &
‘knowledge and appreciation
of American life, culture and
democratic institutions.”
- Started in 1956, the project
‘was -expanded ‘in the next

‘two yesrs. and Allen‘says
- 4tg ‘date ‘we have published .

over four -million’ ‘books in
15 languages and. placed
:them-on sale/in- 20 different
‘couritries.”
‘;Eow-‘Priced;

The USIA chief seémed fo
pe satisfied with the achieve-

.ment: “Booksellers who nor-.

-mally do not handle Aneérican
.paperbacks are- beginning to
place orders for our titles.
‘Even bookshops which have
always -specialised ‘in Com-
munist literature,are ordering
- these books, thereby giving us

scoess to -an:audlence usually

-most difficult. to reach.”
_During last years Senate

- hearings, the USIA authorities

_would not.give out openly the

: Hst of countries where the

low-cost books . were distri-
buted. That was kept secret. -
-A more top secret operation

" on-the part of the USIA is the
«Non-Profit -Book - Corpora- B

" tion.” This operation involves

«gubstantially -correct.”
But he did not spare the

- editors -too: 2
correct to say that everyone
of the newspaper _editors

_-abroad who use any of these

“articles ‘knows the ‘true au-

thor or: certainly ‘can get it
if he wants to enquire’of us.
‘They knew it is 'USIA mate-
rial” and ‘he gave out the
reason for practising this
. 'dishonesty: “To be frank,
we use this 'device - in’ our
activity in order to avoid
* labelling ‘the material as
coming .from the United
States Information Agency.”

Admission Of
' Dishonesty

Eugene W. Castle, a writer
and film ‘man; testifying be-
fore the Sub-Committee de-
nounced this practice: “Fake
news from the USiA must be
stopped if the good name of
the United ' States and the
reputation  of . American-
owned press associations are

to be maintained and ‘preser-

ved.” o
. But:this is ‘not the “only
method by which USIS prac-

tises large-scale cheating in -

its . propaganda . drive.- In
most of.the bookshops nowa-
days we find- cheap. pocket
‘books, often marked ‘Student

" ‘edition’ ‘and priced at-ten or

15 cents being sold at less than
@ rupee. - There are. actually
‘three categories of such works.
First is “Cldssics - of Demo-
cracy”, includibg - such titles
a9 works by Jefferson and
‘Americans.
The' second -are books about
U.'S. ‘industry, culture, life,
ete; The “third - category is of
-open - anti-Communist - - dia-

- tribes; Thie first and the second
are published mainly to make
“sed 'to be téaching us.the vir--

- the  third category acceptable,
that'is to create a market for
_the anti-Communist stuff.

“«f think'it is,

“country—as these :
from the Senate hearings. .

" the setting up.-in America of-

corporation secretly

g private
by the USIS to the

..gubsidised

.extent of millions -of doilars. -

It sponsors. -publication of
‘translations in Indian -and.

- other languages under com-

mercial names. )

Here too George Allen was.
candid: We made it clear that.
“the non-profit corporation is.
making o substantial contri~

‘bution to our programme Ob-— .

fectives” by means of “increa-:
sing the flow ‘of American:
books -in local languages into
countries where other phases
of the USIA programine are

limited for political reasons.’®

The Corporation, according to-
-Allen, is “operating two highly
-important- projects of a spe-

cial-nature” but details dbout
these are withheld, being pre-- -

sumably secret.

Allen wanted increased’
“grant for the 'programme “in
order o increase.the flow of
“carefully ‘chosen books-into

-sensitive ¢ountries from 800~

000 to:1,200,000 copies.” "
:yndia ‘being one of the:

‘sisansitive.‘countries” is the:

‘particular target for ‘these:
two- ‘deceiving 'projects—low "
priced books'and non:profit:

book corporation. They no-
‘doubt involve practically the-

- bribing of local publishers.
‘@g also the booksellers,

What is astonishing about. ..

‘American propaganda in our-
extracts-
‘show—i8 't.hat"the USIS autho-
ritles thémselves recognise-

‘that the “public in this.coun-'
ot _swallow their- -

try ‘does

words as

stich, and hence the

" anxiety on the part of the

'USIS. to secure a respectable-

‘and. innocuous alibl. Ttis'thus .-
not simply propaganda bub. -

propaganda ~ involving large-
scale dishonest practice on the-
part of those who are suppo-

tues of “the democtatic

way-
of life”. ... .. ... Y

and to promote






