* taste -of his
: vconcept"
found. observations about the::
‘military raj in Pakistan. In the -
-yery room ‘where Pandit Nehru .
.less” than- a“ fortnight -ago, had -
- declared that” “nowhere in' the
is such a .
“naked- " military -"dictatorship”,
. Mr. Diefenbaker could not even

accept the premise that there is

~given .so. . far”

C ANADA'S Prime Minister, -

‘Mr. John' Diefenbaker, has
been exuding “the feehng of
“Commonwealth - Kinship”

dunng his' brief  trip- to " our
tg this week. He has told:

touching affection that

we ‘have much-in common in'
those things that are . of the

splnt., .

Thxs globe-trotting : Ambassas - -
dor of Commonwealth goodwill, ~
however, has given us'a fore--.'
“Commonwealth -

when he ‘made pro-

world today there

a military dictatorship in Paki-
stan,  In Ayub Khan’s move to

- continue the Martial Law -but

without the full-scale usé of the
Army, Mr.- Diefenbaker could
see “the full restoration of civil
procedure within the State "

kae every Commonwealth‘
crusader; Mr. Diefenbaker hasr
claimed that_in “the Common=-

. wealth “we manage,faxrly well -
_ to’ maintain the highest degree
of democracy.” But his brand of :

Commonwealth democracy was
unashamed
promment Indian newsman has
called, “the: bxggest testimonial

Kerala has framed a

in paymg, what a ..

‘of democracy in Paklstan »
./: I

ST :41 B

He is even "Eonvmced" that .
. Ayub Khan’s purpose is “to '
achieve the, highest .degree of
‘well-being . and, betterment. for

the people of Paklstan i

“baker could only say that he:
“had better not answer o -

This Commonwealth nussion-‘;j
‘“one " -
who expresses himself in un- |
,mxstakable ‘terms,” thas ‘tried” to:
do"tight-rope - walking;  talking .

ary, who clauned ‘to be"

of: changmg -views on:Kashmir,

‘yet he has declined to"indicate :
. whether he would think~ plebl- B
'sclte has: become necesary

How wonderful it must be to
' ‘as-a senior Indian officer, in the massacre of hundreds of

Indian drivers who fell victims to the British firing squads ) '
in the Libyan desert during the Iast World War, .-

remain: within the ' .Common- !
’ wealth in which the banner of ’
the Free World is held aloft by
the South ‘African fascists and
the tin-god: badshahs - of ‘Paki-

stan--and the’ hallelujah-of this

glorious’ Commonwealth sung:

by Mr John Dxefenbaker

We are often told - that the :

Commonwealth ‘'stands for cér- |
tain -values, .Is it not time 'that
Pand:t ‘Nehruonce " again: exax |

mines th05e ‘values, unmhrbxted

return of the* fullest expression’

Does the arms aid: that Pakx- i
. stans blustenng satraps “have |
en ‘getting from the USA con-"
ute a threat:to: peace and a
E{nace to India? Mr.:Djefen~: ..

by the Mountbattens and ‘the’
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any charges can be.
Ayub Khan -— bar one.
belng a patnot. _

I remember —and I’ hope many commanders inside" the .

- Indxa.n Army remember too —

T 'HESE brave sons of Indian
-peasants — Muslims .and
‘Hindus — were made to drive
' their military vehicles hund-
-reds- of miles at a. stretch
through the desert that was
like -a burning furnace. At the
end of their journey they were
made to unload their vehicles
while the:British drivers got
coolles to unload theirs.

: Indian drivers courageously

aster Plan for’ all-round development of the State.
The Plan has ambitious: but’ practlcable argets: self-suﬂiclency in food rapld
mdustnahsatlon of the entire State and so‘on. .

For a ghmpse oi the prosperous future that the Plan holds out for the -

——See Centre Pages

. Jas, Trrigation. Minister V. R. Krishna Iyer
presentmg the Master Plan to ~Pr1me Mmlster Nehru in ‘the: Kerala Pavxhon o

levelled agamst General'
- He cannot be accused of

the black. role Ayub played,

refused to be sub]ected t,o,this
" racial discrimination. - They
‘were declared mutineers.

. In the early dawn of the-
Libyan -desert - hundreds of-

them were blown to pieces by .

the. " British firing squads.
- They bravely looked into th

bores: of -the: rifies rand “dled:

like men with ‘Bharat" Mata.
ki-Jai on their defiant lips.
Unceremoniously

this massacre.
. rubbmg_hxs hands; he an-
nounced in the :Officer’s
Mess: “The. dirty dogs have
" met the fate they deserved »

Sixteen long years. separate

that painful event from today - -

when Pakistan lies prostrated

under the jack-boots of .a ' .

fascist military dictator. ‘The

young infants of  those mar- -

tyrs would -now- be grown up
young men and ~women. If
-they wish to know who mur-
dered their fathers and who
was their- accomphce let them
‘turn their : eyes towards - this
. man who today presides. over
" the destinies of Pakistan.’

Many of my colleagues in- ’

side the Indian Army, I am
sure, remember the -anti-Bri-
. tish organisation’ of Indian.
officers which Ayub had blat-
"antly refused to join. .

The incident was reported
by the officer who approached
Ayub .as follows: “Ayub drew
his pistol . and’ shouted
- dare you -subvert my loyalty
to the king of England and
Emperor of Indig?’'” i

SNAKE DANOE

Some, who now hold senlor
ranks' in ‘the Indian Army,
. would, I hope, vividly remem- -
ber a burly Pathan, stripped
naked, perched - on the bar,
dancing a8 snake-charmer’s
- dance in an Officers’ Mess-in
-1942. Late in the night the

;" * ‘dancer’ shrieked vulgarly and-

[ -
. E

< their
hodies -were. dumped int,o the -
- blue-waters’ of the Mediterra- o
' mean.

Ayub servnlely supported.
Gleefully "

‘how

’H‘BEACHEBY
AN]D BETBAYAL
ARE lllS
BEC(DBI)

o by Jaipal "sing"i...f' :

madly, till an irate British -

colonel appeared-on the scene *

mer out of fhe Mess. .

a million snakes over the pros-
trate bodies of its people :

Then came the fateful years "
.of 1945-46. The Indian armed :
~forces stood united and.-arrdy- -
ed to lodge- an onslaught

and pushed the snake-char—'-
) It wa_s_
- . Ayub, who today is dancmg a
- . frenzied, devilish dance on the ;.
- soil of Pakistan, letting:loose °

agamst Britlsh rule in Indla. -

At thé
perialist masters, exert.mg his:

influence as.a senior Muslim
b Oﬁicet,,
“disrupting “ the” unity ~of the.
Indian armed forces with the .
communa.l virus of dismption

JE]IAD

ment' headed by
Nehru was formed in 1946,:

Aynb, again at the. behostf ’
- of his masters, threatened to”

lead the Muslim soldiers in;
a jehad against what .he"
called . the -

platter. In September 1946,
Ayub contacted all the Mus-

-armed forces and attempted

. Y0 organise them against the’ -
In’.

" Interim Govermnent..
those early days of the In--
terim Government he clash-’
ed  with Sardar
- Singh,
mester. S

f Nobody should misﬁake that

Ayub Ewas- inspired by any . .

patriotic feelings for Pakistan.
He. was merely  carrying out’
the orders of hls 1mpenalist
masters :

tion ' Asylum’ — the “British

plan for the arrest of all the.
nationsl Jeaders in 1946 for:
‘Com-;. .

exposing - which the
munist  Party’s ‘journal:
People’s ‘Age 'was persecuted

_then - leaked out to the.

Indian people, Ayub:got two
innocent Muslim officers -dis-

‘missed from service and fren- . -

ziedly aided ‘the  British - to:
detect the.Teal culprits. And

to a great extent he did suc-_, -

"eceed in this betrayal. -
This series of betrayals and
* SEE PAGE 13

* B *

behest of hxs 1m- -

Ayuh triedlns “hand at)

After the Intcrun Govern-
Pandit:
lim officers in the Indmn .

Baldev. -
the - then Defence,

. ’J"
When the notorlousa Opera- .

‘Hindu-ridden:. -
Congress rule’.and demand-’ -
ed Pakistan  on 2 bloody:. :




A of the country. Today the state of affairs there con-
stitutes a national scandal. The Union Govemn;en_t-ap—
pointed the Mudaliar Committee but its partisan ap-
proach and' reactionary recommendations became the
subject matter of an.adjournment motion in our Parlia-
.ment, they stunned the professors and set the student
body aflame.” . N
‘ e .

| The Report among other bad things had slandered
the students as -being immoral. The students went on
hunger-strike demanding - that the Vice-Chancellor
repudiate the slander; up old the students’ honour and
the reputation of the University. An old and seasoned
bureaucrat had been imposed’ as the Vice-Chancellor.
He refused to act as-the guardian of the students and
“of the interests of the University. - i
] . - . .

; The condition of the hunger-strikers Became criti-
cal, senior professors intervened and promised to take

Principal. for the Ayurvedic ‘ >
without one for the last ten years. The hunger-strike
was withdrawn and the students took to peaceful pic-
keting. - T K .

_ * |
Stidies and lifé went on as usual. -GandhilJay:anti
was. duly celebrated. Meetings and demonstrations
;‘were held daily after the classes were over.

" Chief Minister Sampurnanand came and promised.
1o solve all questions provided the picketing was given

the main gate to prevent the Vice-Chancellor alone
coming in till he made a statement defending the hon-

our of the students.
i - B

" On October 7, the Vice-Chancellor got the Execu-
11.ive Council to pass a resolution ordering all the stu-
dents to clear out of the campus by the 11th. :This was
‘impossible, for the boys had not been given time eno-
ugh to get cash fromi home, Besides, it was an uncon-

‘the Executive Council to order closure but gives this

Council. Worse was yet to come. S

* On the 8th, within 94 hours, without waiting even
up ‘to the 1lth, the Government sent over 500 armed
police men of the semi-military Provincl
Constabulary - unit who indiscriminately. beat up the
students, and the protesting professors as well ,and
sheer physical force. The PAC set up camp within
the precincts of the University. BHU became an armed

stan and. the Banaras citizens indignantly exclaimed
that it was worse than, 1942, as bad as it must be in
- The University was_to reopen on November 17
but did not. No further date has been fixed. The Gov-
ernment threatens to keep it indefinitely closed.

%

. The Banaras Bar Association has passed a-strong
resolution of protest. The students of Lucknow, Allaha-
bad; Kanpur and other places have demonstrated their
solidarity with their BHU brothers through a peaceful
strike on November 17. The Banaras students have
'appealedto M.Ps of all parties to save the University.

- Their cause is just, their suffering and hurniliation
a public scandal, and the BHU is a national institution.

'We demand that the Union Government be less
bureaucratic in its attitude to the students and less
partisan .in imposing a Vice-Chancellor who has made
a mess of a national institution. It must ensure that
the University is opened immediately and the demands

of ten thousand youth is at stake and the worth of
Indian democracy involved. : .

(N ovefrlber 19, 1958);

+ H{E Banaras Hindu University was once the pride.

up the issue as also the question of appgintm‘ent of a
College which had - gone"

up. The students withdrew all picketing except from

stitutional order. The University. Act does not permit -

right only to the Standing Committee of the Academic -

ultimately threw the students out of the campus_ by )

‘camp, just then martial law. was proclaimed in Paki-

of the students sympathetically considered. The future

Journalists invites the attention :
of our countrymen towards the
- publicity . policy of the -Uttar
“Pradesh  Government _under

THE WAYS OF CONGRESS MINISTERS
- About the Gooemment and Press in UP the]mf;g

Session of the Indian Federation of Working Joutna
- some months ago said in-a resolution: o

: “T HIS session of the Indlan

Federation of - Working

which laymen and journalists

" are paid to write to newspapers

and periodieals, including letters
to the editor, in praise or de-

fence
policies;

of the Government’s
Government officials

are permitted-to act as.corres-
pondents of news-agencies and
to hold bearing  telegraphic au-
thority; Government advertise-
ments are funnelled through the
agency of the Information De-
partment thus  misusing - the
power of patronage and coer-
ecion....” -

All this is done, the same

_ resolution pointed- out, under
what is”  called the:

“inspired

publicity scheme” of the UP.
Government. .

A little later, the U.P, Workin

Journalists met in their annual
session at Lucknow. They once
again drew the attention of the
Government - of U.P. - towards
these facts and said:

“This session of the UP.

Working Journalists’ Union. ...
regrets to note that so far no
steps have been taken by the
Government to change its policy

which is detrimental

to the

growth of a free and healthy

" Press and which is leading to
the regimentation of sources of

information.”

Begun By
Pant |

This ‘policy’ of corrupting
news and newsmen was stran-
gely enough, initiated and

. started by the veteran Cong-

al Armed .

b

ress ~elder, Home Minister
Govind Ballabh Pant, when he

was Chief Minister. Things.
" had already begun to go.

wrong with the Congress and

- he had many skeletons in the

Government’s. cupboard to

hide. And so, like everything

else, he began to manipulate
the free flow of news. B

Since then the situation has
ecome very much worse both’

for the Congress and its Gov-

‘ernment and the rulers have

become even more desperate in
their measures. B

And so, bsides the distribution

of coloured ‘news’ through the
Information Department, ‘send-
ing daily telegrams, at State ex--

p

. P 2
‘men to pen signed: or anony-.

ense, to favoured papers, hiring

eople, both journalists and lay-

mous panegyrics in the Govern-
ment’s praise and - blackmailing
and buying papers with adver-
tisements, the present Ministers

-have

also begun to interest

themselves actively in.the ap-
pointment and removal of cor-
respondents and representatives

of newspapers,

spe(;ial]y the

‘national newspapers. .’

The Chief Minister himself,

according to reports, has been
writing letters- to-the .editors
and proprietors of these papers

in connection with such ap-,

pointments.

. “tive of the . Statesman,

Recently, the U.P. represenia-

taking up a- job with ‘another

paper, left Lucknow. Since then - 7 '
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‘ment are-

F in the districts worse things

after

satyagrahis. Recently, a cor-

yespondent lost his life

in Fyzabad - for a - similar
. crime. All attempts to have
. his death - enquired into are
- being resisted ty various in-

.- terested -quarters.

How real the pressure exer-
cised is can be sensed-also from
-the following extract from a

Fro

Our 'COrrespbndént‘ .

_—__-———__—___—'__—__—-——————
,the Chief Minister and some. -of the Statesman. He had sent
other Ministers of the Govern-.
siad to be trying
their best to have one of their’
men appointed in his place.
Many letters and méessages have,
it seems, been sent to the bosses

before he left Lucknow: ..

“In the prevailing atmosphere
in this State to say anything in
favour of Mr. Gupta is to court
the displeasure of authority.
Even giving publicity to his

of the paper. . - B )
’ . point of view in the controversy:
L _ is resented. It is reckoned un-
' patrioti¢ to do so....” (States-

Beeent man, October 31). ¢ ,
Imstamee And this from a person who

was considered to be friendly
to Sampurnanand and some of
his other -collegaues.

‘As.far as the question of mis-
use of advertisements in their
hands is concerned, perhaps the
most glaring example is that of
.thé National Herald. It is a
dependence of his views. Hence, Congress daily. But for taking
after the last turbulent meeting . an independent line and occa-
of the U.P. PCC, when he went - sionally exercising its right of
on shoft leave a report was sent = criticising the Ministry in Octo-

to the bosses of the Hindustan ber last year, the U.P. Govern-
Times, . ment-had stopped its advertise-

Since Pandit Pant himself ments for six months. Later
was involved very much with 0L after the intervention of-
the PCC meeting and contro- Pandit Ne!u'u, it is said, were
versy, he also took interest in the advertxsefnenfs r,esuxpe‘d. )
the matter. His old ‘friend’, _ ‘The gdttor of Nav;ivan,.
Sri Durga Das, wos called gnd ~ Hindi daily belonging to the
spoken to. The correspondent National )Herald group of
“awas then summoned to the  Comgress papers, has also
_head quarters and asked to be been several times threatened
“careful” Perhaps still un-  With dismissal for the same
satisfied some Ministers here - Crime Of taking a critical line
" are now trying to get him re-

moved from U.P. They.nwant

somebody wholly their own
‘' to be appointed in his place.

How far sometimes local
corespondents . can be success-
fully blackmailed to send out
tarnished news can he seen from -
the example of yet another
national daily from Delhi. = .

During this whole PCC: and
Ministerial controversy.- the.
news sent out by the paper’s
Lucknow correspondent said‘one
‘thing (broadly supporting the
Chief Minister) and the edito-
" rial note that the paper wrote
‘said altogether a different thing!
It is obvious that the corres-
pondent, fearing the wrath of
the powers.that be, could not
write the truth and so for tell-
ing it the editor had to use the
" editorial -columns.

People are known "here to
have lost their jobs aftér they .
fell out of Ministerial favour. A *
Times of India ~Correspondent -
was packed off from here—it-
is said because he refused to toe
the line of the Chief Minister.
The correspondent of another
paper, who has since made up-
fwith the State’s Congress bosses
tand has therefore been reward-
‘ed properly, was dismissed from
ihis service due to the displea-
‘Isure ‘of some Ministers. o
4 ' With this state of affairs in

the capital; it is natural that

Another recent example of
interference with the work of
newspapermen can beé seen in
the case of the representative
of the Hindustan Times. The
Ministers, particularly Sri Sam-
purnanand, do not like the in-

sent out on long leave, But
_ for' the intervention of some
- 1more powerful persons, he
might have never returned to.
. his post. :

°

Pressure 'ﬂnriu
Advertisements

- In the Central Government
_.though both - the- - Information
and "Advertisement departments
are under the same Ministry,
for all practical purposes they
are kept separate and-have no
direct connection with one ano-
ther.  But here, to be able to

bution gives, advertisements are
handled - by the same agency
that distributes Government in-
formation and news, Hence
most papers are compelled to
publish whatever material. the

out.
scrupulous-  elements: - the
weapon of labour laws. They
threaten the proprietors and
owners of the papers

recalcitrance all the laws will

of them who afe in their good

like with those laws! -

If even a hundredth part of
anything . like this had taken
place, in, Kerala, = there would

‘happen  to correspondents if

they fall foul of the aquthori-

ties. During the Statewide

food . struggle miany  news-

papermen in Azamgarh were

arrested . and sent to jail be-
. cause they : truthfully - re=~ and so on. But everything is
. ported the brutal lathi-charge forgiven under - the regime of
" of the police pn the peaceful the Congress! :

murder of = democracy :and

despatch by .the Correspondeént

this despatch just a”few days.

occasionally.. Once he was .

use the power that their distri- .

Information Department doles = | -

‘There is yet another wea= .
1. pon’in the-hands of the un-.

and
presses that in case they show’

‘be rigorously imposed. Those .

books can do whatever they -

have been loud shouts about the .

muzzling of the Fourth Estate

" their

" What is the Colombo
.. - Plan, however? As a matter
" of fact it is a misnomer to

_one might ask. According|
: to the British Information
Service, “each participating) .

- expected to-submit its de-

_ugh the ageney of'the Plan,

. plans ofithe less-developed

| selves.

" providing ever since the be-

", 'NOVEMBER 23, 1958 -

1’ N their bid to control
the pace. of economic:
development | of the un-:
derdeveloped countries in
the postwar period the
U. S. imperialists, in lea-,
gue with - their- junior
‘partners, devised various:
_seemingly innocuous;

-~agencies to, serve as con-:

.veyors for investment of
ill-gotten - profits.:
. Masquerading -as -Santa:

Clauses, they hoped to. .

- exploit - the . assistance:
offered - through. these
agencies to win the peo-
ples of the recipient coun-
tries politically for. their
own brand of “freedom”
“and’ “democracy”. ’

Amoﬁg - these agencieé,'

‘the Colombo Plan had. been

-assigned an - especially sig-
nificant place in the impe-
rialists” calculations. Both

*:from the stang-point of the '

region as well as the stake
involved - in its  peoples’
‘turning their face away
from the path of colonial
‘backwardness, it became
necessary for thenm to de-.
ploy in. it their maximum

- political and finaneial re-

sources.

Unfortunately for them,
however, theirs is a house’
‘divided within itself. Hence,
while initiating the Colom- |
bo Plan in 1950 the United
Kingdom, which had . held -

| the Far East 5o far under °

its leash, did not very
much relish the idea of the ..
United States also coming

in to encroach on its tradi- . .gramm ’
Southeast Asia.”- Later, he

tional - 'domain. - But. the .

) “hig brother” could not be .
- held out for long

“for, who else,- beides him, .

had the necessary funds to

.make the Plan work?

A ‘MISNOMER

call it & Plan, since it is
merely a conglomeration of]’
the individual plans of the| .

member countries.: What/| ..

then-is its raison d’etere,

country in the .area was

velopmept programme ‘for
scrutiny by the others.”
Thus, in other words, thro-

and in the annual meetings |
of its Consultative Commit- |
tee, it is mainly;with this
serutiny ‘of the".national

member countries that the
more developed lmperialist
Governments

annually concerning them-!

No _doubt, as a sequel. to|’
this scrutiny, and to save
the hen that lays the gold-
en egg, they also indulge
occasionally in & good deal
of tall talk about “meeting
the . challenge” ‘of these
countries’. economic: deve-
lopment. But in that line
all that. théy have been

ginning of the -Plan are a
few training facilitles. As| -

NSIDE OUR NEWS &
ECONOMY  NOTES

.underdeveloped
- 'to get the necessary school-

" .inaugural - address,

either, .

People’s China,

“for the direct loans and :

financial contributions, as
for example, for the Kun-

. dah Project in our country,
these could have been pro-

vided even without: being
routed through the Plan.:

In respect of the trainirig' L

facilities also, to the extent

they can help some of the

young technicians in the
countries

ing, they may be welcome.
If, however, the lines
in which . the training.is
provided "are not the ones

“chosen on the basis of. the

requirements . of the reci-

pient countries' basic deve- .
' lopment,
.the expenditure on it will

the labour and

be of little benefit. Under
the Colombo Plan, however,
it is just this type of irain-
ing that has predominantly
been made -available—in

. irrigation, - transport and

communications, and not

in industries, which should -

receive top priority.
" FIVE POINTS -

This year the Consulta-
tive Committee held its ses-
sion for the - first time in
the United States. In his

dent Eisenhower made no
bones about making the in-
tentions of his Government

*very explicit. Without min¢-
ing words he stated  that.

the USA intended “t0 take
increasing advantage of
your cooperative activities
in shaping its o#m financ-
ing of development pro-
es in South and

went on to expatiate on his

“five points - of economic

progress”, pursuing which,
in his ‘view, the countries
in the region could achieve
the desired results.-. .

_The first among. these
enjoined “expanded inter-

national trade”—a fine sen-

timent, indeed—but who

‘obstructs it, one might ask

the President—the- coun-

tries in the region or the -

Governient over which he
presides? Leaving asidethe
unrealistic and positively
harmful trade embargoes
placed on dealings with
who isiit
that restricts imports of
primary products, to the
dertiment of underk&velop-
ed countries? -

The second point which’
-the President
prescribed- increased facili-
-ties for technical -training.
. Another good idea, no dou-
_bt, provided the trainingis
- in linés of basic develop-
of the USA; -
- and the.U. K. have been; -

laid down

ment and not merely in
spraying DDT and artificial
insemination of cows and
buffaloes. i

The third, and the key,

point in the ' President’s
programme - concerned  the

‘necessity of facilitating the -

inflow of, private invest-
ments into the underdeve-
loped countries, for, as he
sald “if this country (name-

1y, the USA) is-to be of the
- -greatest help. .. .its private

resources will - need to be
drawn to the greatest ex-

tgnt possible.” Thus, from -

[

Presi-

" ducing countries.

the Fund-Bank Conference
at New Delhi to the Colom-
bo Plan meeting at Seattle,
"1t is the same tale of push-
ing the needy countries into

 valuable than & gift of 50
million .dollars.”. .In the - .
absence of any guarantee .

. to stabilise  fhese prices,

the .acceptance of U. S. -

foreign private capital as
. the saviour.

ed the desirability. of the
underdeveloped- countries
. accepting normal bankable
loans from the U. S. Deve-
lopment Loan Fund for pro-
jects “not attractive to
direct private investment.”

_ The fifth point prescribed
the agency of the proposed
International Development
Assoclation . for securing

- losins for financing other
. sound projects “which will -

afford the borrower flexibi-
lity regarding the terms of
repayment.” - :

Hence, despite formal
.invitation by Under-Secre-

tary Dillon to other “indus--

trialised countries” to “help
in meeting the need of de-
velopment fund”
United States and United
"States alone whose funds
the Colombo Plan countries
will be increasingly. receiv-
ing in years to come. The
American colossus, so far
content with manipulating
the show from backstage
has now finally decided to

“The fourth point concern- .

‘and- also the ~quantity of
these ‘products- -to be im-~
:ported by the United States
‘and . other industrialised

countries, the loss in expért -

-earnings is bound to sur-
pass even the assistance

that the Western countries
- can possibly offer. .

The most Sinister aspect

- ‘of the Seattle deliberations .
was the heavy accent it put °
. on the necessity to combat

"Communism,  Meeting

under the Chairmanship .

of the past-master-in anti-

- Communism, Dulles, it was

it is the -

jump. on the stage itself as

the real master. :

In.so doing, nb doubt, it - -

- has been persuaded:by the
__considerations of contain-
ing what - its leaders mis-
takemy-'caJl the “economic
offerisive” from-the Soviet
* Union. :

- Apart’ jfromthe fact that -

the fraternal - assistance
which the USSR and other-
Socialist! countries have
-been offering to the under-
"developed regions has no-
thing in: common with the
type of “aid” which the
Colombo' Plan donors have

perhaps inevitable. Yet, its |

_irrelevance to. a- meeting

T‘ HE reason behind the

‘reluctance of  the US. -
ruling circles to .provide:

assistance on =~ govern-

merital level .-has to be .
" found in their renewed

drive to push in the invest-

ments of their private capi- -
under-; ..

talists into = the
developed * countries. -The

- ground for this having been
prepared at the Fund-Bank -
Plan -

and the Colombo
meetings, - delegations  of
American © business and

industrial interests have be- .

gun to move in to_conere-
tise deals of “collabora-

- tion.”,

been doling out to the less -

previleged member nations,
even the willingness of -all
_the sections of the Ameri-

can’ ruling cireles to go all -

out even in this respect is

.round - the

BANKERS ARRIVE

- In Indi.a, too, cufrehtly'a

delegation of U.S. bankers
and - businessmen; led by
the Director of the Bureau
of Foreign
Nathaniel - Knowles, has
been contacting the leaders
of Government and indus-
try to foster.trade, as well

-as launch joint ventures
" for ‘small-scale industries.-

Their.discussions, according’
to Knowles,

Indian * products in - the

- United Statés, licensing, in-

now not taken for granted..

DISAPPOINTMENT
" Thus, reporting from the
United. Nations’ Headquar-
ters, Hindu’s
‘said that Asian observers
were “disappointed that the

President did not go fur--

ther than speak in broad
- generalities &and. did not
give any clue whether these
countriés can expect in the
‘future istance on a lar-
ger scale than they had

‘vestmehnt -collaboration

opportunities - for Indian
firms and increased pro-
duction’ of - Indian indust-

" ries. L

K. Balaram *

Being. only the first of
four missions which are to
visit India in suceession, the
Knowles delegation” has

" pbrought with -it “specific

been getting so far.” In -

‘fact, he -added, the Presi-
dent “might seek a reduc-
tion in the foreign-aid bud-
get for next year.” -

More than the uncertain- ..

ty .about increased direct
assistance, however, it is
the spectre of .a continued
drop in their export earn-

ings. which had been. dis-

turbing the primary pro- .

The In-
donesian Foreign Minister

rightly said, “one cent more

- on the price of rubber pur- -

chased. by the USA is more -

v
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detailed information ' from ..
some 110 companies in the .

USA who wanted to try and
establish contacts ~ ‘with
Indian businessmen and do
business with them on ex-
ports, imports or joint ven-
tures.” ~ ’ [

Magnanimously, Knowles

declared at-a news confer-
ence in New. Delhi last

week that his “delegation
would not insist on fifty-
one per cent participation

in the capital of.joint ven-
tures in‘ small

state as to what part of the

.loss thus.incurred would it

be making ‘up.through in-

. flated charges for equip-

‘ment and _technic_a} know-

. how. " . ) ; .
What are- the lines how-

joint

[l
z

ever -in which the

NS

Commerce, . -

would centre "

-market . for’ ’gjther? .

: industries °
though he.did not care to

‘- instance of

. many liberties with natio-

- policies . -

. leading ;to newer halters . -

whose ostensible purpose

K

economic aid and develop-

ment was so evident: that

even the Times of India

was

" gaucherie may be to con-

vinee neutralist countries -
" ‘that so long as the cold war .
-continues it is futile to- ex- -

-

pect.... disinterested

aid through any. channel =

. Nations.”

except ihat of the United

" Of what use to Tndia'is

mex.kership in such 2 body,

- one wonders, if all that it.

provides .is yet another

fornm where the pangs of .
its eronomic _development . -

aré drowned in a chorus of
anti-Communism? :

-handicrafts among . the
. consumer . industries, other
possibilities being; fertiliser
“factories and .dir-dondition-

- ing plants. ... :

. It was in textile alone,
so far, that the indigenous
capital had been priding

- “itself as being the sole mas-

ter of the industry. Now
here too foreign ecapital is
‘being allowed to assail.its

: position. The unigueness of

handicrafts had also con-

Sinister Deliberations

‘was to discuss problems-of -

_forced . to * comment -
_ that  “the result of such

sisted iin their being mainly

a-product of Indian labeur:
Now with = -

and enterprise.
the. advent of foreign inves-

tors their products would -

also loose - their - national
lustre. ..
Of -what gain to the

" country’s - development can
‘such intrusion. of foreign-
interests. “into  hithérto -

strictly national® domains
‘be, one might® ask. The

" problems of these indust-

ries béing essentially other
than of -capital or technical
know-how .- what' possible
benefit ¢an foreign collabo-
ration bring’ .to '-them

NEW - HALTERS -

Motéover, the rate of in-
" flow of US. capital having

outstripped” even that of,
the UK. in -the last two
years (with the share of

80 per.cent - between 1948

and 1953 -to 65 per cent in -

1956, while the quantum of
U.S. capital increased from
3.5 crores to 7.1 crores in
‘the. corresponding periods)
-why should it ‘be necessary
for the Government to re-

lax its policies to make its'

further intrusion possible?.
To the U.S., . no doubt

machinery and capital for
which it has little use in its

own recession-struck . ecos

nomy. As'far as the Indian;
Government. is concerned
however, it i35 yet another
taking too

nally . -accepted

round the country’s neck.

'November 18, 1958. "

»such investments offer an. .
- . opportunity = to gainfully; ..
employ’ abroad its. surplus - .

| COLLABORATION PLANS |

. the UK.. declining from . .

—ESSEN .}
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RABI S

=

- ters on . pad yatras in many

. subsidised rates.” °

..of wheat seeds. The
‘Minister for Agricultiire,
‘Chandrika Ram,

" ‘the| district in the last week

‘Food Minister’s

SPEECHES, PROCESSIONS AND SLOGAN-SHOUTING

N

~ WITI

HAR: AFTER THE PAD YATRAS,

"It was no less a person than Sri A. P. Jain who,
dirring the last-food debate in Parliament, commend-
ed the “efficient food administration” of Bihar, and
the State Government again earned encomiums when

‘Rashtrapati.

CAMPAIGN was in fact
organised. Deputy Minis-

places joined it. But after the

campaign; the : pad yatras,; °

'met‘;tings,,'. speeches, proces- .
sions and slogan-shouting,
when it came to actual work,

‘it was found that there were

no [rabi seeds available_to do
thei sowing.. . And so the rabi
fields in almost every part of

. Bihar are mostly lying fallow.

This is how the “efficient ad-
ministration” of the Bihar
Government functions!
Thus.in Palamu, for ex-
.apple, the - Indian Nation
reported that “hardly five to
“ten per .cent of land has so
“.far been furrowed for rabi -
sowing. Shortage
seeds has caused great an-

" xiety among the cultivators

.1 ;.Rabi seedS available in
* the market ‘are’ selling .at
exorbitant rates....- Above
50 per cent " of ‘cultivable
1and would remain unculti-
- vated if the State Govern-
. ment does not come to help
the farmers with. seeds on

,

According to Sri R. L. Pan-

" dey, MLC, Palamu District re-

quires at least 40,000 maunds
of gram seeds, 20,000 maunds
eputy
Sri |
who visited

of |October promised three

-wagons of gram seeds 500
.but, even in the words of the

[

Indian Nation reporter,

" meagre quantity would not be
. sufficient for even three vil-
_-lages of the district.”

Similar reports are pouring

© 4in from all other parts of the

State. The Searchlight report-

“ed that in “Buxar 75 per cent

of cultivable land will remain
uncultivated owing to the

. shortage of rabi seeds.”

Th Mofihari, “the rabi cam-

" palgn was started by Sri Kedar

Pandey, Deputy Minister. It is
Tearnt that up till now no rabi

.seeds have been distributed.”
And this Correspondent sar-

» " castically wrote:r “it appears
that the campaign has ended

with its inauguration.”” (In-
dian Nation, October 26)

| : . .
| Bat Food Minister 'Bir
Chsand Patel thinks other-
wise. In his opinion, . the
"]report about . the searcity
of wheat seeds was not based
on facts.” And the fact that
he dished out was. that “the
Government had about 50,-
.. 000 maunds of wheat seeds
in stock.” Sri Patel cannot
be said-to be unaware that
50,000 maunds. will' be suffi-
gient for at ‘the most one or
$wo distriets. =~ -
‘But more was to come. Sri

Facts- -~ _ -

‘v patel was also aware that this
- 50,000 k )
. which he was flaunting before

maunds. - of wheat

L
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it announced that 60,000 village organisers had been
© mobilised to conduct the rabi sowing campaign in-
the State in response to the appeal made by the

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

of rabi -

- @ The

the. . seed-hungry peasants
must be rotten wheat offered
for seeds because in the same
interview he’ admitted that
“somehow or other there was
not much demand for Gov-

‘ernment wheat seeds. But the

Government was alert and it

‘had deputed some officials to

the Punjab for purchasing
wheat seeds.” ’

This calloiis complacence’

towards the problem of agri- -

cultural production in the

State, on the part of the Gov-
ernment, is not a new pheno-

menon. This has, however,
been strengthend - as a result
of the really good prospects
of winter paddy whch- will be
ready for harvesting after a
month or so. Sri Patel made
it an argument to “rule out

any possibility of eceiling on
~ the prices of foodgrains.”

That was in' reply to the
PSP which had demanded
ceiling on foodgrain prices in
a recent resolution of its Exze-
cutive... . :

‘But the real reason for Sri
Patel’s refusal was not merely
that after the harvesting pri-
ces will comie down - to some
extent and ceiling on prices
will not be necessary. It was
something else. As he himself
expressed, “the ceiling impos-

"ed an obligation on the Gov-"

ernment to make foodgrains
available at fixed prices.”
And this the Bihar Govern-

ZAMINDARI

"ABOLITION

©IN RAJASTHAN

V-

" HOUGH  belatedly, the
L Rajasthan  Assembly

‘has begun_consideration of -
the Rajasthan Zamindari

and - Biswedari = Abolition
Act of 1958, Some clauses
‘have -already been adopt-
fed and by the -end of the

‘month, the measure will
“become law. :

The main features of the
Bill are: - )
‘@ All 1and which Is at pre-
sent held: as Khudkasht
(personal.  cultivation) by
zamindars and  biswedars
will be handed over to them
as a sort of khata and such
landholders . will'~ become
khatedars (permanent occu-
plers) on such land. They will
be given a nominal compen-
sation of 50 per cent of the
land revenue for. the extin-
guishment of their zamindari
or biswedari- rights on such
land. -
© In respect of the rest of
the land which is being
tilled by tenants, the zamin-
dari and biswedari rights will
be taken over and they will
be paid compensdtion at eigat-
times the land revenue. :
tenants who are
. ing these lands wil get
khatedari rights without pay-
ing any compensation. They
will have to, however, conti-
nue to pay the rent to the
State for a period of ten years.
And rent, under the Rent
.(Agricultural) Control’ Act,
means up to two and in some
cases -three times the land
revenue. Thus tenants on
these lands will get no rent
relief for the next ten years.
@ The Bill does not stipulate
"that when it becomes 1aw,
it will immediately come, into
force.. It vests in the State
Government the power to
apply it to particular areas,
This provision will give fur-

-ther opportunities to the land--

o

till-

¥ FROM H. K. VYAS

holders to do more damage to

the. tenants though the Bill

seeks to illegalise all transfers
‘made after January 1, 1949.

- " Already 55 per cent of the
land held under these systems
of land tenure in Alwar Dis-
trict and 70 per cent in the
Ganga Canal Colony area are
shown as khudkasht of these
landowners. The more ‘the

delay in implementing the.’

Bill, the more this percentage
-will increase. .
These are the most serious
‘limitations and weaknesses of
- this measure. ‘But for them,
" the Bill on the whole follows
% a reasonably satisfactory pat-
“tern. It is based broadly on
- the recommendations imade by
the Committee that had been
appointed by the - State
Government. - .
As 1s generally known, the
major part of Rajasthan had
~a system of land relations
‘known as the jagirdari sys-
tem. ‘A Bill to resume these

jagirs ‘and grant kathedari-

rights-to the tillers was passed
in 1953, amended in 1954. after
pressure from the ‘jagirdars,

was challenged in the Sup-

reme Court and was upheld
and finally resumption - com-

- menced under the Act in‘1955-
56. So far jagirs covering an

" income of Rs. 250  lakhs
-annually out of the total of
Rs. 300 lakhs have been re-
sumed and the rest, numerous
but with smaller incomes, are
in the process of being resum-
ed. .

But in some areas of Rajas-
‘than, notably the Alwar and
Bharatpur Districts and in the
Ganga Colony of the Ganga-

. nagar District, a different
_ system prevailed — the zamin-
dari and biswedari. These had

" been left untouched so far.-

The: present Bill fills this gap
and. seeks to complete the pro-
cess of eliminating interme-
diaries in land relations.

- NEW AGE

ment ‘was not ready to do.. -

The Bihar Government has

never taken seriously its res-

p

food. ' Foodgrain

onsibility - towards _people’s
prices in

Bihar have risen by 25 to 50
per cent during the last four

months,

Even today despite

the slight reduction in prices
in view of the good prospect

[
b

f winter paddy, thanks to the
ountiful Hathia rains, prices

still range high and much be-

y

ond the reach of the ordinary

man.

.. But the State Government

has tdken practically no steps
against the hoarders and bla-

c

kmarketeers. It has failed to

procuré almost any stocks' of
foodgrains internally. It has

failed to prevent ,
wheat obtained-from the Cen-

even the

tral Government from perco-
lating into the blackmarket.

In sanctioning and distri-

bution of ‘gratuitous relief, in
test relief works and taccavi
and other loans, it has been

[D

" of the Government,.
ween, April 1 and September -

1
t

xtremely niggardly. .
* According to a. Press Note
bet-

10, 1958, a total of Rs. 19,-
942,142 has- been distributed
as agricultural loan and Rs.
" 279,400 as land improvement
loan this year when even
‘according to official admis-
sion 2.65 lakh people were
affected by scarcity. Even if
we assume 150 lakh persons
or 30 lakh families to be in
need of and actually deserv-

ing ‘such loans, the amount -

actually distributed would
come to less’ than seven
rupees per family.

‘In actual practice very few
amilies. have recelved any
dccavi loans at all. In many

cases tacavi loans were given
only on paper and the money
was transferred towards pay-
ment of arrears of land reve-

nue or earlier

tacavi loans.

Popular *

Struggles

Popular struggle, against

this policy of jthe Government

has continued. Latest was the

struggle in \Jehanabad
Gaya District) ~ in the
- week of October where Com-

(in
last

rade Gajadha/’r Singh, Secre-
tary of the ' District Kisan

Sabha,
* worker had to resort to hun-
ger-strikes

and another KkKisan

before the Sub-

Divisional Office.

Earlier in Gaya District

one-day mass hunger-strikes

were resorted-to by hundreds .

of kisans before the anchal

. offices and
. where the situation was espe-

in ‘Warsaliganj

cially bad Communist = kisan
leader Deo Saran Mahto and
‘two others went on hunger-

- strike, . s
In Darbhanga, Comrade
Bhogendra Jha, General Se-

cretary of Bihar State Kisan
Sabha, undertook a hunger-

strike for an indefinite period

‘for the demands of the peo-
ple. T

“These hunger-strikes - were

accompanied by numerous de-

- monstrations. In Warsaliganj
.and Darbhanga, the demons-

‘trations' were participated in
by mote than ten thousand
people. .

_ 'These demonstrations and’
hunger-strikes were -success-

ful in drawing- gttegtion to

" some places, as in Darbhangs,

the problem locally and in .
for example, they succeeded
-in forcing concessions from-
the officials in the form of
more taccavi loans, etc.

But these have been local
actions with local gains and
little provincial - impact and
consequently unable to force
the Government to change its
policies and to shed its com-
placence or to-invite all-par-
ties’ cooperation.

- Casualty To .

- Factionalism

On October 3, when the -

All-Parties Food and Flood

Relief Committee was revi-

. ved after many years under
‘the presidentship of Sri
Mahamaya Prasad, - it was
hoped that it would orga-
-nise some Statewide action
_to force a change in Govern- .
ment policies to solve the
food crisis. But it became a
casualty to the PSP’s inter-
nal factional struggles and

anti-Communism.

. The State PSP Chairman,

Basawan .Singh, could not -

" countenance that the PSP,

should go in for a njass food

struggle led by people who be-
lieved in Left unity and that
the mass struggle should be -
conducted in cooperation with
the Communists. Sri Basawan

Singh indulged in acrimonious

controversy in the Press aga- - :

inst Sri Mahamaya Prasad B

and tried to ridicule the very :

idea of a satyagraha on the :

food issue. . .

The factional nature.of his.
opposition was, however, soon
betrayed. when he proposed
after a few weeks that satya-
graha against the - proposed

Betterment . Levy be started

-exclusively. by the PSP "and

naturally, . led by himself.

Birla’s Searchlight did not

take time to point out the

obvious inconsistency and in
an editorial full of sarcasm-it -

advised Sri Basawan Singh to .

follow absolutely peaceful and .

constitutional means—to re- °

sign his seat in the.Assembly
and seek re-election on the

issue.

. Through this disruption and
confusion in the Left, the real -
gainer has been the Govern-
ment and the anti-social ele--

_ments. The rabi sowing drive
has flopped. And if the rabl

" falls, the hoarders and black~

. marketeers are sure to redou~-
ble their efforts to corner the
winter paddy in expectation of

. & better day.
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! H N their bid to control
. 1% the pace’ of economic
_idevelopment- of the un-
derdeveloped countries in
the postwar. period the

- U. S. imperialists, in lea-
.. gué with their junior

: partners, devised various

" seemingly-innocuous

© agencies to serve as con-.
* veyors for investment of
their ill-gotten profits.

. Masquerading as Santa

.Clauses, they hoped to
" exploit | the 3
offered through “these
.agencies to win the peo-
. ples of the recipiént coun-
tries politically for their
own brand -of “freedom”
and “democracy”. '

" Among these agencies,
the Colombo Plan had been
. assigned an especially sig-
‘nificant place in the impe-

rialists’ calculations. Both

from the stand-point of the

region as well as the stake |

involved” in .its peoples’

turning their  face away
from the path of colonial
backwardness, it became

__ mecessary for them to de-
" ploy in it their’ maximum

political and financial re-.
. sources. »

Unfortunately for them,
however, theirs is a housé

" . givided within itself. Hence,

while initiating; thé: Colom-
*“bo Plan in 1950 the United
Kingdom, which ‘had held
the Far East so far under
its Jleash, did mnot very
much relish the idea of the
- United States also coming
in to encroach on its tradi-

tional  domain., But the ~
. “big brother” could not. be:
)  held out for long . either,

" for, who else, beides him,
_ had the necessary funds to

 make the Plan work?

. A'MISNOMER
What is -the Colombo

" Plan, however?-As a-matter

-of faet it is a misnomer. to
call it ‘a Plan,

_.the_individual plans of the
member countries. . What

" then is its ~raison d’etcre,

one might ask. According
to the British Information
Service, “each participating-
country in the area was
expected- to submit its de-

velopment programme for ..

scrutiny by the others.”
Thus, in- other words, thro-
ugh the agency of the Plan,

and in the annual meetings -

of its Consultative Commit-
tee, it is mainly with this
serutiny of the national
plans of the less-developed
. member countries that the

" - more developed imperialist

_ ‘countries’

Governments of the USA
and the U. K.. have been

. annually concerning them-

selves.

No doubt, as & sequel to

this scrutiny, and to save

the heh that lays the gold- -

en egg, they also indulge
. occasionally in a good deal

.of tall talk about “meeting -

_.the . challenge” of these
economic deve-
lopment.. But in that line
all that they have - been

providing ever since the be-
‘- ginning of the Plan are a -

few training facilities. As

* NOVEMBER 28, 1958

"1 dah Project in our country;

assistance -

since it is .
-+ merely a' conglomeration of

financial - contributions, as
: for example, for the Kun-

: these could have been pro-
. vided even without being:
. routed through the Plan.

In respect of the training:

- facilities also, to the extent:
i they .can help some of the;

'young technicians in the
. underdeveloped countries;

" to get the necessary school-

ing, they may. be, welcome.
-If, however, the lines:
. in which- the training is;
. provided are pot the ones:
chosen on the basis of the;

requirements: - of the reci-:

' pient countries’ basic deve-,
lopment, the labour and:
“the expenditure on it will]
‘be of little benefit. Under,

."the Colombo Plan, however,;

it is.just this type of train-
f ing that has predominantly-
been made available—in
irrigation, -transport and,
communications, ~and not:
in industries, which should
receive top priority.-

" FIVE POINTS

This year -the Consulta-!
tive Committee held ifs ses-
sion for the first time in:
the United States. In his
! inaugural address, Presi-

- | dent Eisenhower made no;
i bones about making the in-|

tentions of his Government :
very explicit. Without mine-;
ing words he .stated that
the USA intended “to take
increasing . advantage

ing of development pro-:
‘grammes’ in  South and :
| Southeast Asia.” Later, he;
' werit on to expatiate on his:
“five points of economic’
- progress’”’; pursuing which,;

.in his view, the countries,
.7 in the region could achieve:
© - the. desired results. :

The first among these.
enjoined “expanded inter-
national trade”-—a fine sen-
timent,
obstructs it, one might ask
the President—the

- Government over which he -
presides? Leaving aside the:

. unrealistic - and - positively
. harmful - trade embargoes, .
placed on dealings with!

People’s China, - who is it
that : restricts imports of
‘primary - products ‘to the;

dertiment of .underdevelop-;
" ed countries? e

The second point which
‘the President laid: down:
prescribed increased facili-
ties for technical training.
Another good idea, no dou-
bt, provided the training is
.in ‘lines of basic develop-|

ment and  not merely in |-

spraying DDT and artificial
insemination of cows and
buffaloes. : .

~ 'The third, and the key,
point in the President’s
programme concerned the
necessity of facilitating the |
inflow of private invest-
ments into the underdeve-:

- -loped countries, for, as he.

_sald “if this country (name-:
i1y, the USA) 1s to be of'the |
i greatest help. :..its private
]res_ource_s will need to be’
‘drawn to the greatest ex-,
tent possible.” Thus, from

for the direct loans and’

- International

. American_colossus,

of.
your covperative activities .
in shaping its own financ- ;.

Socialist
been offering to-the under- -

indeed—but who:’

coun-: -
. tries in the region or the,

the Fund-Bank Conference
at New Delhi to the Colom-
bo Plan meeting at Seattle,

it is the same tale of push- " .
ing the needy countries into:

ike acceptance of U. S.
foreign. - private capital as
the" saviour. -

- 'The fourth point concern-
ed the desirability of the
underdeveloped - countries
accepting normal bankable

loans from the U. 8. Deve-

lopment Loan Fund for pro-

“jects ~ “not attractive , to

direct prlvgte investment.”

: i
The fifth point prescribed .

the agenecy of the proposed

Association 'ff.)r securing

loans for financing other

sound projects |“which will-

afford the borrower flexibi-
lity regarding the terms of
repayment.” :

BHence, despite formal
invitation by Under-Secre-
tary Dillon to other “indus-
trialised countries” to “help’
in meeting, the need of de-
velopment fund” it is the
United States and United
States alone whose funds
the Colomho Plan countries
will be increasingly receiv-
ing in years to come,.
so far
content with manipulating
the show from backstage
has now finally decided to-

jump on the stage itself as

the real master.

In so doing, no doubt, it
has been persuaded by the
considerations. of contain-
ing what its leaders mis-

--takenly call the “economic
* offensive” - from the Soviet -

Union.’

Apart from the fact fhat ’
assistance -

the .fraternal’
which the USSR and other
countries

developed regions has no-
thing:in common with the

type of “aid”’ which the'.

Colombo Plan donors -have
‘been -doling out to the less
previleged member nations,
even-the willingness of all
the: sections of- the Ameri-
‘can ruling circles to go all

- out even in this respect is

now not taken for granted.
' DISAPPOINTMENT =

Thus, reporting from the
United Nations’ Headquar-
ters, Hindu’s X. Balaram
said that Asian observers
were “disappointed that the

- President did not go- fur-
ther than speak in broad -

generalities and did not
give any clue whether these
countries can expect in the
future assistance on a lar-

. ger scale- than they had
been. getting so far.”
fact, he added, the Presi- -

In
dent “might seek. & reduc-

tion in the foreign aid bud- -
. get for next year.”

More than the uncertain- -
- ty about

increased direct
assistance, | however, it .is
the ‘spectre. of a continued
drop in their export earn-
ings. which' had ‘been .dis-
turbing the primary pro-
ducing countries. ' The. In-
donesian Foreign . Minister-

" rightly said) “one cent more

on the price of rubber pur-

chased by the USA is‘more

. NEW AGE

velopment

The -

“have -

. opportunities - for-
firms and increased pro- .

- state,as to what part of the

valuable than a gift of 50
million dollars.” . 'In the
absence of any - guarantee
to stabilise these prices,
and also the : quantity of

* these prodlucts _to be im-
ported by the United States
~and

r other " industrialised -
countries, the loss in export .
earnings is bound to sur-:
pass even the -assistance

that the Western countries .
can possibly offer. - .

The most sinister aspect’
of the Seattle deliberations.

_ was the heavy accent it put*

.on the necessity to combat
Communism, Meeting
undér the Chairmanship
‘of the past-master in-anti-
_Communism, Dulles, it was
perhaps. inevitable. Yet, its

 COLLABORATION PLANS

ventures are being‘ soughf?’ o

T HE reason behind the .
reluctance of the US.
ruling circles to  provide
assistance on  ‘gover:.’
mental level has to be .
found in. their. renewed
‘drive to.push in the invest-"
ments of their private eapi-.
talists . into the  under-
developed - countries. The
ground for this having been -
prepared at the Fund-Bank
and the -'Colombg Plan .
meetings, - delegations . of
American ~ business -‘aud

. industrial interests have be- .

gun to move in to concre-
tise deals: of “collabora-
tion.” ' toa

~" - BANKERS ARRIVE
. 1n India, too, currently a

delegation - of U.S. bankers
and businessmen; ‘led by
the Director of the Bureau
of ' Foreign Commerce,
Nathaniel -: Knowles,
been contacting the leaders

of- Government and indus-

try to foster trade, as well
as launch joint- ventures

for- small-scale industries. .

- 'Their discussions, according

to- Knowles, would. centre
round . -the -market for
Indian products in .the

 United States, licensing, in-

vestment collaboration
Indian

duction of Indian indust- -
ries. )

Being onlj the first .of

" four missions which are' to

visit India in succession, the
Knowles - delegation has-
brought with it ‘specific

. detailed information from-

some 110 companies in the -
USA who wanted to try and
establish contdcts . with
Indian businessmen and do

business with them on ex-. -

ports, imports or joint ven-_
tures.” ’ : .

- Magnanimously; - Knowles
declared at a news confer-
ence’ in New Delhi- last
week that his delegation
would not ~insist ‘on fifty-.
one. per -cent participation

.. in the capital of joint ven-

tures in -small  industries
though he did not care to -

loss.thus incurred would it

“ be making up through in~
‘flated - charges for equip-

ment ‘and technical know-:
how. - e T
“What are the lines how-

ever in_.which the. joint - -

- whose ostensible parpose
- was_to discuss problems of
~ economic aid and .devplop-l .
_ ment was so evident that

" provides

“interests - - .into

haS . gtrictly national . domains

' instance

"nally

even the Times of India
was. forced to comment

that “the result of .such . .

gaucherie may be to con-

vinice neutralist countries
that so long as the cold war = 9
continues. it is futile to ex-

pect.... disinterested
aid through any’ channel -
the United -

except that of
‘Nations.”

Of what use. to Tndia 38
mer.kership in such a body,"

.on¢ wonders, if all that it

are drowned in a_chorus of
anti-Communism? _ °

Knowles listed textiles and
handicrafts

factories and -air-condition-
ing plants.. . :
It was in textile -alone,

'so far, that the indigenous.
capital had been priding -

jtself as being the sole mas-
ter of the industry.. Now
here too foreign capital is
being allowed t? assail its
position. The uniquerniess of

“handicrafts had_also. con- -

sisted in their being mainly

a product of Indian labour )
. and ‘enterprise, Now.with

the advent of foreign.inves-

.tors ‘their ~products would
_also loose their nationmal

lustre.” ¢ .

"Of what 'giih to the

country’s development -can-

such . intrusion of foreign

be; ' one might - ask. The

" problems of these indust-

ries being essentially other

than of capital or technical - .

know-how. ‘what possible

benetit can foreign collabo-
- ration’ bring  to
_either? . - 7

.~ NEW. HALTERS
. "Moreover; the rate of in-
flow. of U.S. capital having
outstripped even that of
the UK.:in the last two
years - (with the share of
the

U.8. capital icreased from
3.5 crores to 7.1 crores in
the corresponding :periods)

why should it ; be necessary -

for the Government to re-
lax its policies to make its
further intrusion' possible?

To the U.S., no doubt
such investmeénts offer an .

opportunity . to gainfully

employ .abroad its surplus - -
machinery and capital for-
‘which it has little use in its

own recession-struck ' eco-
nomy. As far as the Indian
Government is concerned
however, it is yet another
of - taking too
many’ liberties with natio-
" accepted " policles
leading to newer halters
round the country’s neck.

. —ESSEN "~
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s is yet another -
fornm. where the pangs'of . . |
its e~onomic development.

among. the -
consumerf industries, other-
. possibilities being fertiliser--

hitherto.

them | §

UK. declining -from:
80 .per ‘cent between 1948

. and 1953 to 65 per cent in

1956, while the quantum of -
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" lseeds has caused great an-

- ‘Minister for_Agriculture,
. Chandrika Ram, who visited

\ PAQESIX - . ‘. -. )

it announced that 60,000
mobilised to conduct the

Rashtrapati. .

’ A CAMPAIGN was in fact

N organised. Deputy Minis-
ters on ‘pad yatras in many
places joined it. But -after the

: 'ca:mpaign, the pad yatras,
- meetings,

speeches, proces- .

slons. and slogan-shouting,

‘when it came to actual work,

it|was found that there were
nc rabi seeds available to do
the sowing. "And So the rabi
fields-in almost every part of

_Bihar,are mostly lying fallow.

This is how the “efficient ad-

. ministration” of the Bihar
] Government functions!

’. Thus in_Pilamu, for ex-
" ample, . the -Indian Nation

"~ _reported that “hardly five to

- 'iten per cent of-land has so
F‘ar been furrowed for rabi
sowing. Shortage . of rabi.

’fiziety, among the cultivators
... .Rabi seeds.available in
‘ the market are-selling at

bxorhitant rates.... Above

50 per cent of:cultivable -

;]ana would reniain unculti-
vated if- the State Govern-
"ment does not come to help
the farmers ' With seeds on
subsidised rates.”

,"[Accordmg to Sri R. L. Pan-
dey, MLC, Palamu District re-
quires at least 40,000 maunds
of gram seeds, 20,000 maunds
of wheat seeds. The Dep\étry1

the district in the last week
of October ' promised three
wagons of gram . seeds soon
but, even in the words of the
Indian Nation repérter, “this

meagre quantity would not be’

. sufficient for even three vil-
_1ages of the distriet.”.~

|Similar reports are pouring
in from all other parts of the
State. The Seamplight report-
ed that in *Buxar 75 per cent
of cultivable land will remain

-uncultivated vowing to the
shortage of rabi seeds.”

i Motihari, “the rabi cam-

., palgn was started by Sri Kedar
" Pandey, Deputy Minister. It is .

learnt that up till now no rabi

-~ séeds have been distributed.”
. And this Correspondent.. sar-

castically wrote: . “it appears
tpat the campaign has ended
with its inauguration.” (In-’

. dian Nation, October 26)

|

E Flood Minisfer’s :

Facts o
l Bat Food Minister Bir
Chand Patel - thinks other-
wise.. In his opinion, the
“report about the scarcity
of wheat seeds was not based
on facts”-And the fact that
he dished out was that “the
| Government had about 50,-
- 000 maunds of wheat. seeds

It was no less a person than Sri A. P. Jain who,
during the last food debate in: Parliament, commend-
" led the “efficient food administration” of Bihar, and
the State Government again earned encomiums when

village organisers had been

: rabi sowing campaign in-
‘the State” in “response to the appeal made by the

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENf ;

the seed-hungry peasants
must be rotten wheat offered
for seeds because in the same
interview he admitted that
“somehow or other there was
not much demand for Gov-
ernment wheat seeds. But the

- Government was alert and it -

had deputed some officials to

the Punjab for purchasing

wheat seeds.” )
This ecallous complacence

towards the problem of agri-
cultural production in the

‘available at fixed prices.”

ernment, is not a new pheno-
menon.. This has; however,
been strengthend .- as a result
of the really good prospects
of winter paddy whch will be
ready for harvesting after a
month or-so. Sri Patel made
it an argument to “rule out
any possibility of ceiling on
the prices of foodgrains.”
That.was in reply to the
PSP which had demanded
ceiling on foodgrain prices in
a recent resolution of its Exe-
cutive. - -
But the real reason for Sri
Patel’s refusal was not merely

that after the harvesting pri- -

ces will come down to-some
extent and ceiling on prices
will not be necessary. It was
something else. As he himself
expressed, “the ceiling impos-
ed an obligation on the Gov-
ernment to make foodgrains

'BIHAR: AFTER THE PAD YATRAS, SPEECHES, PROCESSIONS AND SLOGAN-SHOUTING

s“

State, on the part of the Gov-  The Bihar Government has

never taken seriously its res-
ponsibility towards . people’s;
food. " Foodgrain prices in

. Bihar have risen by 25 to 50

per cent during the last four
months. Even today despite
the slight reduction in prices
in view of the good prospect
of winter paddy, tharks to the

bountiful Hathia rains, prices -

still range high and much be-

“ yond the resdch of the ordinary

And this the Bihar Govern- -

ment was not ready to do.'

ZAMINDARI
"IN RAJASTHAN

'I.‘ HOUGH belatedly, the
- % Rajasthan  Assembly

has begun consideration. of .

the Rajasthan Zamindari
"and Biswedari Abolition
Act of 1958, Some clauses
thave already been adopt-
ted.and by the -end of the
month, the measure - will
become law. I
The main features of the
Bill are: : :
All land which is at pre-
sent held as Khudkasht
(personal - cultivation)
zamindars and = biswedars
will be handed over to them
as a sort of khata and such
landholders: will = becomse
. khatedars (permanent occu-
plers) on such land. They will
be given a nominal compen-

sation of 50 per cent of the’

.land revenue " for the extin-
" guishment of their zamindari
or -biswedari rights on such
land. } i
In respect of the rest of
the land which is being
tilled -by tenants, the zamin-
dari and biswedari rights will
be taken over. and they will
be paid compensation at eigat
times the land revenue.
@ ‘The tenants who are till-
ing these lands will get
khatedari rights without-pay-
ing any compensation. They
will have to, however, conti-
nue to pay the rent to the
State for a period of ten years.
~ And -rent, under the Rent
(Agricultural) - Control Act,
" means up to two and in some
cases three times the land
revenue. Thus tenants on
.these lands will get no rent

_di stock:” Sri Patel cannot. rejief for the next ten years.

be said to be unaware that

50,000 maunds will be suffi-

_-cient for at the most one or
‘. two districts. .. o
' But more-was to come. Sri

"~ .. Patel was also aware that this

=" 50,000 vl
- which he was Qaunﬁng beforé

maunds of ' wheat

@ The Bill does not stipulate -
that when it becomes law, :

".it will immediately come into
force. It vests in the State
Government the power to
apply it to particular areas.
This provision will give fur-

ther opportunities to the land-

by -

‘ABOLITION

¥ FROM H. K. VYAS

——

holders to do more dé.mage to
_the tenants though the Bill

seeks to illegalise all transfers
made after January l, 1949.
Already 55 per cent of the
land held under these systems
of land tenure in Alwar.Dis-
trict and 70 per cent in the
Ganga Canal Colony area are
shown as khudkasht of these

landowners. The more the

delay . in ‘implementing the

Bill, the more this percentage

will increase. : .
These are the most serious

limitations and weaknesses of -

this measure. But for them,
the Bill on the whole follows
a reasonably satisfactory pat-
tern. It is based broadly. on

the recommendations made by .

the Committee that had been
appointed by the State
Government. .

- As is generally known, the
major part of Rajasthan had
a system of land relations
known .as the jagirdari  sys-
tem. A Bill to resume these
jagirs and - grant kathedari

rights to the tillers was passed

in 1953, amended in:1954 after
pressure from the jagirdars,
was challenged in the Sup-
reme Court and was upheld

and finally resumption com--

renced under the Act in 1955-
56. So far jagirs covering an
income of Rs. 250 lakhs
annually -out of ‘the total .of
Rs. 300 lakhs have. been re-

sumed and the rest, numerous *

but with smaller incomes, are
in the prof:ess of being resum-
ed. . B .

But in some areas of Rajas-
than, notably the Alwar and

Bharatpur Districts and in the’
Ganga Colony of the Ganga- |
a different

nagar District,
system prevailed — the zamin-
dari and biswedari. These had

"been. left untouched so far.

The present Bill fills this gap
and seeks to complete the pro-
céss of eliminating - interme-
diaries in land relations.

NEW AGE -

man.
But the State Government
has taken practically no steps

.against the hoarders and bla-.

ckmarketeers. It has failed to

procure almost any stocks of ;
“foodgrains internally. It has:~
even the -

failed "to prevent
wheat obtained from the Cen-
tral Government from. perco-
lating into the blackmarket.

In- sanctioning and distri-
bution of gratuitous relief, in

- test relief works and taccavi

and other loans, it has been

extremely niggardly.

According to a Press Note

. of the Government, bet-

" ween April‘'l and September
s. 19,-

. 10, 1958, a total of
942,142 has been distributed

.as agricultural loan and Rs..

279,400 as land improvemeut
loan -this year ~when even
according to official admis-
" sion 2.65 lakh " people were
affected by scarcity. Even if
we assumé 150 lakh persons
or 30 lakh families to be in
need of and actually deserv-
ing ‘such loans, the amount
" actually distributed would
come to less than seven
rupees per family.

In actual practice very few

families: have received. any -

taccavi loans at all. In many
cases tacavl loans were given
only on paper and the money
was transferred towards pay-
‘meént of arrears of land reve-

nue or- earlier tacavi loans.
Popular - -

Struggles .
Popular struggle against

this policy of the Government
has continued. Latest was the
‘struggle in Jeharabad - (n
Gaya District) in the last
week of October where Com-
rade Gajadhar Singh, Secre-
tary - of the District Kisan
Sabha, not
worker had to resort to hun-
ger-strikes
Divisional Office.

Farlier in Gaya District.

one-day mass hunger-strikes
were resorted to by hundreds
of kisans before the anchal
offices and in Warsaliganj
where the situation was espe-
cially bad Communist kisan
leader Deo Saran- Mahto and
two others went on hunger-
strike. i

In- Darbhanga, Comrade
Bhogendra Jha, General Se-
cretary of Bihar State Kisan
Sabha, undertook a hunger-

strike for an indefinite period

for the demands of the peo-
ple. R
‘These hunger-strikes
accompanied by numerous de-
monstrations. In Warsaliganj
and Darbhanga, the demons-
trations- were participated in

by more than _ten thousand-

people.

These demonstrations and

hunger-strikes were success-
ful in drawing attention to
}

- naturally,

and another Kisan.

before the Sub-

were -

the problem locally . and in
some places, as in Darbhanga,
for example, they succeeded
in forcing - concessions from
the officials.” in the form of
more taccavi loans, etc.

But these have been local -
actions with local gains and
little provincial impact and
consequently unable to force
the Government to change its
policies and to shed its com-

placence or to invite all-par- -

ties’ cooperation.

Casualty To

Factionalism

On October 3, when the
All-Parties Food and Flood
. Relief Committee was revi-
" ved after many years under
. the _presidentship of Sri
" Ma¥amaya Prasad; it was

hoped that it would orga- .

_nise some Statewide action
- to force a change in Govern-

-, ment policies to solve the’

:_food crisis. But it became a
casualty to the PSP’s inter-
nal factional struggles and
anti-Communism.

. The State PSP Chairman,.
Basawan Singh, could | not .
countenance that the PSP
should go in for a mass food
struggle led by people who be- -
lieved in Left unity and that
the mass struggle should be
conducted in cooperation with
the Communists. Sri Basawan -
Singh indulged in actimonious
controversy in the Press aga-
inst Sri ‘Mahamaya Prasad .

~and tried to ridicule the very

idea of a satyagraha on the-
food issue. ,

The factional nature .of his
opposition was, however, soon
betrayed when he proposed

" after a few weeks that satya- -

graha against the proposed
Betterment YLevy be started
exclusively by the PSP and

Birla’s = Searchlight  did not
take time to point - out the
obvious inconsistency and in
an editorial full of sarcasm it
advised Sri Basawan Singh to
follow absolutely peaceful and
constitutiondl means—to 're-

"sign his seat In the Assembly

and seek re-election on. the

. issue. | o

Through. this disruption and
confusion in the Left, the real
gainer has been the Govern-
meént and the anti<social ele-
ments. The rabi sowing drive
has flopped: And if the rabi
fails, the hoarders and black-
marketeers are sure to redou-
ble their efforts to corner the
winter paddy in expectation of
a bétter day.
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led by himself. - '

W HAT a furore! Seldom

has a book or an author -
so stolen the headlines!’

Eisenhower who once con-
fessed to coimics being his
-sole reading matter, now
would like to meet the
- author! To parody the cruel

twist of Eliot, today among -

- the smart set Tn the room
the women come and go,

talking of Doctor Zhivago”! -

The irony deepens when we

- ‘find that in the din of con- .
" troversy, the book itself has -

seldom been read. -

‘Cold Wai' -
Intrusion

1t gets clearer every day that’
the cold war leaves nothing
" alone. Pasternak! now states
that he was considered for the
Nobel Prize some years 3ago.

> Since then only Dr. Zhivago -

has been added to his reper-
toire. — obviously the motive
for, the prize. Hemingway tells
the London Times that how-
-ever much he may dislike the
_Soyiet reaction, he cannot
deny the political impulse be-

hind the laurel granting.-Joan -

Robinson pleads with the New
Statesman not to jein the cold
warriors, if it is anxious for

‘the ebbing of tension and the.

spread of its own values.

Negatively, Howard Fast un-
dresses his god again and Al-
bert Camus. shakes off his un-
concern just this once. And,

of course, Thought and Cur-’

rent and the voices of America
find -they can prate of free-
dom again, despite Ayyb Khan
and Little Rock:

We' could leave the luna--

tic fringe to their idioey if
it were not for thé fact that .

-many respected ~ friends,
whose - sentiments we value
and understand, had not
somehow overlooked this
. fact . of cold war intrusion.
It is not a question here of
“the power ' of ~unarmed
" truth” but of arms dange-
rously taking up the man,
whatever his intentions.

Surely, we have here an ob-
ject lesson in. the relation
between art andc®politics. One
never writes in a vacuum and

. when one is talented with ‘the
power to add “new wings to
words” one must choose one’s:
words with discrimination and
sensitivity. Pasternak himself
now admits this-in a letter to
Pravda, November 5, “I- re-
ceived the Nobel Prize award
as g literary distinction. But
I'was mistaken: . . After a week

when I saw the dimensions !

the political campaign around
my novel had assumed and
redlised  that this award had
been & political move which
has now had monstrous conse=
‘quences, I upon my own

- "accord under no coercion, ten-

dered my voluntary rejection.”

. The Western Press and their
cohorts here have made much
use of some of the extravagant

phrases used by a Soviet youth

leader in criticising Pasternak.
They have chosen to ignore
the very balanced and persua-
.sive criticism made in a letter
to Pasternak by the then Edi-
torial Board of Novy Mir as
early as September :1956 when
he first submitted his manu- .
scrlt\)t to them. o

- Over some 20 typed pages’
the  editors, who include
.Fedin and Simonov, go.care-
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" fully over the beok, section
by section. They say, “there
. are quite a: few first rate

pages, especially where you -

. desecribe Russian nature with
i great realism and poetic

power.” They refer to his -

! ‘earlier work, “To those who
.had earliér read your ‘Year

1905, ‘Lieutenant Schmidt’,

- ‘Second  Birth’,- ‘Waves’,
‘Early Trains’ —. Dpoetry.
which we, at. any :rate,

thought imbued with a

different- spirit,, a different

. ‘tenor—your novel was a dis-
sing experience.”

Their main theme of criti- -
‘“The spirit of your
- .novel is that of non-accep-

cism is:

tance "of the socialist revolu-

tion. The general tenor of
.. your novel is that the October
Revolution, the Civil War and -

the social transformations in-

. volved did not give the people

anything but suffering, and
destroyed the Russian intelli-
gentsia- physically or morally.”

- “However paimful it is to us,
we -had fo call a spade a
spade in this letter. It seems
to us that your novel is pro-
foundly unjust, historically
prejudiced in the description
of the revolution, the ecivil
.war and the post-revolutio-
nary years, that it is pro-
foundly anti-democratic and
alien to any conception of

. Fhe interests of the people.”

- After profuse quotation,

Pasterna

this letter sa&s: “You have

‘written a political novel-ser-.

mon, par excellénce. You have
conceived it as.a work to be

- placed unreservedly and sin-.

cerely at the service of certain
political aims, and this, which
is the main thing for you, has
naturally focussed our atten-
tion as well.” . : ’

Appeal To
Pasternak

Yet they conclude with, an
appeal: .“As for your irri-
. tation with which the novel
i “is written — and not your

ideological position as such

‘which a great deal differ
i “from what you have recent-

- .1y said, we want to remind

you in the words of your
heroine, addressed to Dr.
- Zhivago: ‘You have chang-
. ed, you know. Before you

. judged the revolution not so

. sharply_and without irrita-

tion’... If you are able to.
. think - about - it . seriously,
. please do so. In spite of
. everything, we wish it very
" much.” "’ o

we woﬁld’ advise all who
have disliked the words of the

‘Komsomol secretary -to read
this letter, which is now avail-

able in" English as a supple-
ment- to New Times No. 44.
And they might also ponder

why this criticism was passed -

over in silence in the -Indian
dailies, to say nothing' of the
British and American Press.

-self-critical onslaught. .
following. the big change we

i

i
1 — we, recalling that you
i have' works to your record .
I

Adib of the Tiies of India
and other; friends ‘have. re-
acted . strongly .to the post-
Nobel Prize criticism ‘in the
Soviet Union. Personally one
would ‘'wish] that the language
used by some personalities in -
the . Soviet| Union” had been
more tempgiate and one may
like to discuss and 'debate
some of the resolutions: passed
there. : o

But oh!e cannot with all
due respect-for Adib agree,
that Pasfernak should have

- been. leflt alone...No! Not- .

‘___by

MOHIT SEN

- after Doctor Zhivago —that
‘was a challenge and the
gauntletj had to be; picked

|

" It is also wrong to say that
the Soviet Union does not
allow publication- of critical
novels and iplays. Maybe that
was true of the past, which it-
self: has. been subjected to
But

have had|

| Ehrenburg’s The

Thaw, Dudinstev’s Not .by:.

Bread Alone, Nechkin’s Col-
lective Farm Sketches, Kazd-
kevitch’s |House * on  "The

-Square, ‘Granin’s Inventors,

Par;ova"s The Year’s Sp‘an and

i

1

Korneichuk’s Wings : — to’
name a few which are pér-
sonally known. Where has a
state - used its publishing
houses to so pillory itself on
this scale?% N

_ Whether,) we agree or not,
we can understand many of
our fellow progressives, friends
of the Soviet Union 'and of

socialism finding , themselves .

out of tune with the strictness
and “severity with| which the
Soviet writers and citizens.
came down on Pasternak. Let
us discuss this. Let our pro-
gressive writers |land other
friends who feel upset write
to their | Soviet | colleagues
about it. But right now, let
us turn to Doctor Zhivago.

Hardly A |
Novel |

Contrary
some quarters, the novel is not

"a horror story of- so-called

Stalinist “terror” — its main
plot ends by about the middle
1920s. Nor| is it an overdone
exposure of bureaucracy. or

OGPU misdeeds. Only some .

laconic . statements to this

‘effect are scattered in the last

few pages q‘f the book. | .

It “is not even avFést,,-like v

discovery that what had start-
ed all right got perverted due
to the “evils” of democratic
centralism pr the di,ctatorship
of the proletariat. Doctor
Zhivago never gets on to that
level at all] - | :

to expectation in - .

It would be difficult ‘also to

find in Pasternak’s hero much

of Faustian .conflict between

choosing cruel means for a.

merciful aim. .We can scarce-
1y find heré an echo of Bertolt

Brecht’s beautiful lines about

voices rdised in anger against
injustice -vgrowing harsh. °

.;Pasternak can hardly be

- said to have written a.novel, ’

But alas! This is only inci-;

dental to what is essentially -

" a philippic against socialism,

a pitiful paean of  rdther
- futile individualism — a re-
- actionary book in the truest

meaning of the much abus: <

ed ‘word.- -

— the characters scarcely.

develop, there -are all sorts
- of incredible jumps and co-
incidences-in the plot- and
practically no internal justi-
fication for the events, even
the tension of momentum is
absent. - P

o pufit simply, fhe author
gets hold. of two main charac- .

ters — Zhivago.and Lara —
pulls them through a some-
what troubled childhood-cum-
adolescence,

confronts . them"

with sordid love affairs, mar-’

riage, war, revolution, ' civil
war, idyllic. attraction, and
then pulls them apart, ending

of Zhivago. It is really quite
scandalous that 'anyone could
see Tolstoy and Dostoevsky in
all this. : ..

P

What .feminds_us that the

‘with the total disintegration .

book 1s ‘written by a poet of-

great subtlety and sensuous

mysticism are some magni-

- ficent descriptions. of nature.
- Weé frequently encounter pas-

sages likeé: “Now and then
there was a quiet pale-grey,

Novel 4

dark rose evening,
ches, black and fine as script
against- the after-glow, -and
black streams, faintly clouded

over with grey "ice, flowing

between steep white. banks of
snow blackened at the edges,

where the running water had

corroded them.” (p. 341) .
Philippic Against
Socialism = - "

Then in the f:déms there are . .1-

some .- startlingly taut- and
counter-pointed images like

with bir-

Individualism

.- "Doctor Zhivago, far from
; - “crisis” in-
Soviet life or thought, is the:

reflecting . any

_testament of. the crisis of the
philosophy - of individualism
given a particular twist by the

- Greek mystic interpretation of
the New Testament. As a pra--
test against -feudalism, this.

world -~ outlook -heipéd ‘the

growth of human personality. -

but as a -last-ditch: stand

s

against ‘the new, richer and -’

. more ‘complex. collectivism of

socialism it~ too easily slips-

from “individualism- to /philis-

tine ego-centrism. -In- the
socialist collective, we have-the
-problem and fruitful. contra-

diction - of individuation (to

use Caudwell) but’ we cannot
afford to miss the :struggle

-against individualism, against =

the putting of oneself above’
and before the community. In
this collective the individual
personality burgeons to integ-
rity but individualism and
selfishness wither. . N

To begin with, it seems the °
author would like Doctor .

thivé.go ‘and his ileroihe Lara , -
‘to understdnd this. He- gets '-

Zhivago to tell his dying fos-

ter-mother who is terrified by =~

‘her own mortality: :

“You in others. are your-
self, your soul... There is no

death. Death is. not our

- department. But you men-

"\ tiomed talent—that's a dif-

“work seethes in the hands of

spring, That .strapping dairy
maid” or the comparison of
night to “a barefoot tramp”
and autumn to an” “old rag-
and-bone merchant.”

" We have also extremely evo-

eative lines like, to take a ran-

dom, example —— - - ’

“Like gas  butterflies the
street lamps, - . .

Touched by the morning,

" trembled. .

" T talked to you softly

Like -the - sleeping -

dis-
: tance."; L

have: 'a certain loneliness
and the ache of despair —
which possibly links up with
- the extreme individualism
of Pasternak — yet if Doc-
tor Zhivago was .only this,
one coild .perhaps .have
_ understood the Nobel Prize.
_-One could also have known
Pasternak, 7 S

T

i - ferent, that’s ours, that’s at
.. our disposal. And to be gift-
| life” (. 71)

‘Expressing éompassion for
Lara’s fate — a morbid seduc-

ed in the widest and highest *
sense is to be- gifted for

tion by the eldery Komarov- :

sky—he fréquently describes . .
her as: “She was here on earth -

to make sense of -its wild en-

};_:h'antm_ent and to call each . .
thing by its right name, or if -

this were not.. within her

- power, then, out of love of life,

to give. birth .to heirs who
‘would do it"in her place.”- "

Attitude Td

Revolution

.

_revolution:

| In the early pages we have

- .~ < . . “".a highly personalised, indivi- -
- ‘Though in: the poems and - ’of
in the turning to nature we

dualistic - ‘acceptance of the
. “The -revolution
broke out Wwilly-nilly like a
breath -that’s been held too
long. Everyone was{ revived,
reborn, changed, transform-
ed.” -“Here tgo were his-loyal-
ty to the revolution and his
admiration for it, the revolu.

tion in the sense in which it -

. *SEE CENTRE PAGES.

]
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HIGHLIGHTS

f THREE-FOLD INCREASE s
.-IN FOOD PRODUCTION

'A

three-fold increase in the state’s rice production R
by 1991 is the target set by Kerala’s Master Plan. .

Kerala is acutely deﬁclt in foodgrams.

At 16 oz.

-per head per day, Kerala requires 22 lakhs tons of rice

.a year.

At present the total production in the State

-is 8.9 lakh tons annually, cultivated on 13.25 lakh acres °
of land'— an average yield of half a ton per acre per .

ecrop. | -

. Investlgatlonshave shown that the total cultivable
paddy lands in the State can be increased to 14 lakh
acres of which 12 lakh acres can be irrigated by the -
-major lrrlgatlon schemes and the rest through medium -

"and minor irrigatlon woxks.

Taking a conservative estimate of 2& crops ‘only
on the average, producing 1% tons per acre, the output’ .
will increase by 12 lakh tons, puttmg the annual pro--

ductlon -at 21 lakh tons.

. By intensive and. nnproved methods of cultivatlon,
| productlon can be further increased to¢ two tons per
acre of three crops, and 1% tons per acre of two. crops.
This will take the total annual output to 27 lakh tons

of rice.

From the present 89 lakh tons of rice annually
to 27 lakh tons by 1991 — this is what is envisaged in

the Master Plan.

Kerala will thus be self-suﬁicient in.

rice even allowing for the normal increase in popu-

2 Ilation;

~Further such a programme of development of

agncultural production will assure fuller and conti-.
'3 nued employment to the agricultural population and

also give lmpetus to’ many subsidiary developments

IRRIGATION

{ PROGRAMME .

T HE irrigation programme of the Master Plan con-

sists of 68 major irrigation schemes out of which -
.five schemes have been completed and seven are under :

construction,

The phasing  of the major. irngation programme,
which will cost about Rs. 80 crores, is —

At the end of the Second Five-Year Plan (1961) ’

— 294500 acres can be brought under, irrigation, in-
.- creasing production of rice to 13 lakh tons annually.

- At the end of the Third Plan (1966) — the acreage .

of paddy—ﬁelds benefited by irrigation will be 472,240
and food production will go up to 17 lakh tons of rice.

f At the end of the Fourth Five-Year Plan (1971)
—_ 727 ,850 acres of land will get irrigation facilities.

“When the second stage of development is complet-
, ed in 1991, the area n'rlgated will be 1,185,800 acres
and annual productlon of rice will be 27 lakh tons.

ABUNDANT ELECTRICITY
$AT CHEAP\RATES \

A

hydro-electric power.

highhght of the Masfer Plan is the generation of

The Plan prov1des for 27. proJects for hydroelec-
_tric power production in nine major river basins which
include three projects already completed and four pro-

jects now under construction. -
The Plan, which will cost Rs. 178 crores, is so
) phased that power genertation at 60 per cent load fac-

tor in kilowatts will be:

LAt the end of the Secqnd Five-Year Plan (1961)v :
— 218,400 .

At the end of the Third Five-Year Plan (1966)

T~

= After completlon of the

- — 414,700

At the end of the Fourth Five-Year Plan (1971)

— 887,300
second stage (1991)
— 2,091,300

" The cost per kilowatt ofpower generated will vary
from Rs. 970 to Rs. 1,410 — - which is the lowest in

Indin.

: By developing the entire hydel potentlal in Kerala
it will be possible not only to supply cheap electrlcity
for industrialising the entire State, but supply power
) at cheaper rates to the neighbouring States also.

eents).”

lation of a

TARGETS

-

l
i
3

o For All-llound Development :

SELF SUFFIC] NCY lN

RAPlll INIIUS'I‘RIA ISATION

Keralas engineers have an ambitious but opti-

mistlc plan to. solve the State’s baffling problem of
food shortage caused by the fast-increasing popula-

tion and pressure on insufficient land area. The plan

is to harness and exploit to the full the State’s nume-
rous rivers; both for irrigation and electric power.

THE scheme of development

outlined- in a Master -
Plan for Development of
Water Resources, which the
State’s Minister for Irrigation

" and Power, Sri.V. R. Krishna

Iyer, presented to Prime Min-
jster Nehru on November 6,
at the Kerala Pavilion in the
India 1958 Exhibition in Delhi.

' 0nly

Solutions |

'

" The entire economy of the

State revolves round agricul- -
{ure but the per capita area
of land under cultivation 1s as
low. as 30 cents (one acre—100
Intensive ‘cultivation
under conditions ‘of assured
water supply and rapid indus-
trialisation with the aid of

‘cheap electric’ power are, it

has been realised by the State
Government, ' the only solu-
tions to the serious socio-eco-
nomic problems
the State. '

Kerala has heavy. rainfall,
copious mountainous ecatch-
ments and 43 rivers, big and
small, cascading into the Ara-
bian Sea. The rapid flow of
these river torrents erodes the
soil and floods the lands on
the flanks. before they waste
themselves into.the sea with-

out proper exploifation.
’ By careful planning and’

application of science, by
the constmction of a series
of reservoirs, ~canals, flood
banks, tunnels. and other
measures of water transfu-
. sion and conservancy,.
. rivers of Kerala might well,
in future, make the fields

and gardens yield golden -

harvests; 'they may also

cause an acceleration of the

industrial development . of
the State, . with the hydro-
electric power generated at
comparatively cheaper cost
than elsewhere in India, be-

sides Tacilitating the deve-

lopment - of a convenient
and cheap water transport
system from one end of the °
State to the other. .

Promise Of
Prosperity

All this involves the formu-
comprehensive
plan to make the rivers an
increasingly . constructive and
many-sided contributor to the
well-being of the - people at
large. - ‘The Master Plan now

confronting

the

evolved by the engineers’ of
Kerala holds .out abundant

promise of prosperity for the .
overpopulated, food-famished,

industrially backward State.
It may be recalled that ab
the 27th Annual Meeting of
the Central Board of Irriga-
tion and Power held at Bom-
bay, it was resolved that act-

ion should be initiated for the

.investigation of the water
potential in the States. , The
Kerala Government accord-
ingly passed orders, on’ Nov-
‘ember 22,1957, constituting an
Investigation Circle
commenced work -immediately

and prepared the Master Plan

in the course of an year.
;The Master Plan covering

-which -

The break-up of the Plan
is as follows:-

Plan

Hydro-electric .
Major irrigation
Salinity control
Medium and minor
irrigation
Lift irrigation
i Flood: control
! Seashore protection
and reclamation
Drainage and
reclamation :
Inland Navigation ,
Minor Poris
Fisheries
Urban and rural water
" supply
~ Tourism and water ..
sports
Total

Taking the first phase warks

- 1

programme,

have- " to be stretched and

{First Second Total

yhase . .~ phase

. (In crores of rupees) -

- 860 920 1780
410 - 390 -80.0
-2.0 20 4.0
5_0, 30 . 8.0
1.5 ‘1.5 3.0.
5.0, - 7.0 12.0
10.0 160 260

L a0 '16.0 - 200

160 . 330 4990 -

4.0 5.0 9.0
40 .50 9.0
/300 61.0 97.0
15 35 5.0

210.0 - 290.0 500.0

spread‘over a longer \period

to 'be, completed by 1971 the and priorities adjusted.: The

Malabar.

A view of the Malampuzha Project —itis already xrngatmg extensive areas in South

all the items of work proposed

tion, power generation, flood
control, sea-shore protection,
drainage, reclamation, inland
navigation, water supply, mi-
rior ports, fisheries and tour-
4sm will cost Rs.. 500 crores

spiit up into two phases, cost- -
. ing Rs: 210 crores and Rs.<290

crores each. The first phase is
for execution  during- 1961-71
and the second phase during
-1971-91. The average annual
expenditure will be about Rs.
20 crores in the first phase
and Rs. 15 crores in the second
phase.

to be executed under irriga-.

average expenditure to be in-

-curred in a year will come to

about Rs.20-crores. The total

provision in the Second Five-'

Year Plan under all the above

heads together is Rs. 40 crores, '

yielding an. average allotment

- of Rs. eight crores per year.

Inerease

in Pace

What is contemplated,
therefore, is a substantial in-
crease on the pursuit pace of
development. If funds do not
permit of such an ambitious

Plan includes existing schemes
as well as new schemes.
Some of the physical tar-
gets of the Master: Plan are
as-follows: -

‘ELECTRICITY — 18 2, 900 :

" 'at 60 per cent load factor

MAJOR IRRIGATION— to’

benefit: 896,300 acres

SALINITY CONTROL—to-

. benefit 61,900 acres-

-MEDIUM AND MINOR.

IRRIGATION WORKS—
© ~400,000 acres -
Lm'l‘ IRRIG ATION——
150,000 acres
It has been estimated that
the annual . run . off ‘of the

FOOD,

the Plan  may

I

West-flowing  rivers of the
State is about . 2,560,800 meft.

. Of this the hydel and irriga-
. tion schemes
* need about 560,000 meft. For

together - will

maintaining a steady draft in

- the rivers and canals, about

188,000/ meft. will be required.
Domestic and industrial ‘con-
sumption will require about
155, 000*mcft and ‘kari lands
about 176,000 meft.’

Kerala is even now sharing

her river waters with the nei-
ghbouring State of Madras.
Apart from the utilisation of
the. Periyar river;

waters used both for irrigation
and electricity, Madras " is

" using .about 52,000 mecft. from

the Aliyar branch of the Bha-
ratapuzha before
enters the Kerala State. After

meeting all these requirements -
of- 1,430,000 meft. -

a--balance
will flow down' the rivers into

the sea, the bulk being from'

the drainage area in the mid-
lands and coastal reégion dur-
ing the monsoon menths.

~_Peoénle’
Cooperation

- Under - the Parambikulami-
Aliyar ProJect the Madras

- Government has schemes pro-

posed-on the tributaries of
the Bharatapuzha Chalakudy
and Periyar tributaries which

lie in the Madras State. The
sharing - these ~
. waters which had been under °
" active discussion between the

question of

Madras| and Kerala'™ Govern-
ments has now beensettled. -
Reahsmg the need for
puhhc cooperation and pub-
lic participation in. - the
quick! and - efficient imple-
mentation of schemés it is
proposed to’ constitate River
Valley Boards one for each
river valley. The Boards will

-have} branches and sub-

branches for each project or.

canal or distributory. They
will consist of elected repre-
sentativos of the ryots be-
sides ‘officials directly con-
- cerned with -the projects. It
will be the duty. of the
Boards to. educate. ' the
people, secure their coopera~
tion and-assist the officials
in the development of the
projects ‘and their _Proper
upkeep.

Experts Are

ﬂptlmlstlo

Thus| does the’
State of the Indian Union pro-
pose tol untie the’' knots that-
strangle her. The abundant

optim1sm of the State’s plan- -

ning experts as to the ultimate
suceess Iof the scheme is based

which has -
- been ‘dammed at its early
reaches and the impounded -

“the river -

- decried:

i

! o |
on the, conviction that Nature
wisely ‘provides, in one form

.or another, for the sustenance

of life in every region of the
Earth And it is on her rivers,
two score and one (the most.
numerous, area for area, for
any single part of India) that
Kerala’s prosperity mainly'
depends.

The Minister i’or Irrigation
and Power, Sri V. R. Krishna
Iyer, who gave the inspira-

-tion, encouragement and im-

petus to the State S engineers

A view of the Peechi Dam and Peechi fl!ouse,-nea,r Tnchur

in preparing the Master ‘Plan’
in record time (few other
States have completed their

" Water Resources Pldn). stated
the other day after compli-'

menting- the officers: -
“I have myself been mspn'ed
by the Prime Minister’s mov-

‘ing message to the irrigation

and power engineers. I.am
convinced that ‘the .future of
Kerala depends, to a large ex-
tent, on-how. we enable Nature
to help us in irrigating ~our.
fields in order- to grow better

<

_crops, providing electric power:
-in order to, .vivify .our indus-

tries and openmg waterways
for cheap transport énd, in all’
these processes, .
work and food for our teeming .
population. ,And as for rivers,
these have 'been for s, from
one of the.
" have

the Vedic times,
primal elements th
compelled. our homa
rivers, accepted as holy and-

worshipped ‘as such, have also

been the symbol .of our abid-

ing unlty"-‘“r- - 4 L

was accepted by the middle-
classes and in which' it. had
been understood by the stu- .
dents, followers of Blok, ina
1950.7 .

But barely fifty pages
after all this, the attitude
" slips,” slides and finally
crumbles into one of total
rejection. In bétween these

) fifty pages nothmg has

happened except that the
Zhivago - family finding life
too physically hard in Mos~
- .cow have decided to go to a
‘town in Siberia, where the .
doctor turns a.mateur far-
mer. ! :
It is this: peevishness against
inevitable hardships at a time
of historic:change; that writes
pettiness info. Zhivagos atti-
tude. The- October Revolu-
tion which has'lit up the dark.
of the world was exchanged
against the” discomfort of a

‘logless winter. This is the .

“hero” of" the west
Now we have complaints:

“History hasn’t consulted me.

I have to put up with what-
ever happens.” Revolutio-
nary decrees- are sneered
at: “It - was their single-
mindedness that appealed to
us. But such things keep their
original purity only in the’

‘minds of those who have con--

ceived them, and then only on
the day they are published By
the day after the casuistry of .
politics thas turned them . in-
sideout:” (p.218) The philoso-
phy of the revolufion is now
“I don’t l;now of any
teaching more self-centred
and further from ‘the facts

- than Marxism.” (p 235)
smallest .

The complaining soon en-
ough changes to angry hos- .
tility, especially lafter the
partisans have recruited his'
services - as;'a physician —'
which at a time of distress ke
had deliberately‘ withheld.

1
i .

Zhivago’s partisans are the

’crudest caricature — men fill--
ed with - blood-lust,  aimless

‘chatterers and drug. addicts

The complaint has turned to -
_hatred since it- has found a’
‘point of .focus — life must be
.Jet alone, to try to change it

is ‘blasphemy. Here we have
a quietist hatred: “Reshaping
life! People who say that have
never understcod a thing
about life — they have never
felt its breath its heart ” (p.
305) .

Naturally"Zhiva,go cannot
-stand those who, finding
-life 'a “rotten thing under
. tsarism, set about shaping
it — at great cost and‘sacri-
fice '— to something more
‘humane, more -worthy. He

. says of the partisans; “Pll’

admit that you are Russia’s

liberators, her shining lights, .

that without you she would

be lost, sunk in misery and -
ignorance, but I still don’t ’

give a damn for any of you,
I don’t like you and you can
. go all to the devil” (p. 306)

The next step is taken —
flight from the partisans back
to Lara and a private affair,
shutting the world out. “Even
more than by what they had

in common, they were united .

by what separated them from
the rest of the world.” (p. 55)
- And in keeping with all this,
we have the formulation of
an alternative ‘'philosophy —
borrowed, one fears, from; the
stock-in-trade - of ‘Western
irrationalism - which ‘actually.
is as old as the fears of the

oppressors from time imme- -

morial: “All that’s left is the
bare, shivering human sou},

stripped to the last shred, the-

naked- force of the human
psyche for which nothing has
changed because it was always’

cold and shivering and reach--

0

hwvagﬂ)

as\te ma’fe’s Z

ing out toits nearest neigh-
bour, as © _Id as itself.” (p. 362)

“With this philosophy comes
self-destruction Zhivago al-
lows Lara to leave with Koma-

rovsky, her'old seducer, who ’

-strangely enough -pops up at
this moment -~ knowing full
well that her whole life has
been a flicht from the misery

and degradation -he repre- = -
sented. Zhivago himself drifts.
‘back to Moscow, picks’ up an-

other mistress and finds his’

aﬂording s

Our -

| xFROM PAGE 21
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friends: unbearable since they .

) believe |in the Soviet ‘way of
life, in spite of all'its

ard-

ships. He dies in the street

and Lara who retutns to Mos- _
cow oddly enough just-at the ~
time of his death cnes out i;he .
,epitaph T

“The - nddle ‘of hfe, the
5 nddle of death the beauty
. of gemus, ‘the ‘beauty of lov-

ing 4~ ‘that, yes, that we - -
" understood. As for us, petty -

trifies as reshaping - the
world — -these .things, no
thank you, they are not for

us.” (p.-448) ~— The miystic
.has understood heaven and

- missed this only earth of

. ours, with all its promise of
_histoncal liberation. © -
Thus |we have: the final col-'

lapse with -a few pages’ of .

conclusion ahd epilogue which E

have no relation to the rest of

the novel.' It is ‘the collapseﬁ

of individualism into a shape-
less mass of selfishness. - - And
since, :as Pasternak . says,

“beauty is the joy of possess- o -

ing form,” we have in Doctor
tzll:l:ago something other than
a i

When Zhivago says “Only

the - superfluous is sordid” he .

‘has written his own obituary

Pasternak has written that he -

will now write afresh. We

- awalt- with eagerness his re-

surrection - :from_ Zhivago's
futility. | : K
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ICFTU ' COLD-WARRIORS

" INJINDIA

TEHE Int;amational Corn Bihar, West Bengal and Orissa

. & federation of Free Trade~ insttl;ﬁ {li:atst.emt hz'onei;in sustan
" Uni : “has of late” ater, the

Unlons () ctivity in Times reported on September

! : ou -9, 1958, that a meeting of the

India to bring about a rap- "G Lt pod ,

- against:the

-prochement between the Central ‘Board of the Hindus-

INTUC and the HMS in
order to isolate the AITUC..

. i
* Seven members - .of (West)
German Federation of Labour
(DGB) have been touring our
‘country and are reported to
havé .called upon the INTUC
and HMS to close their ranks.
According | to them, “Unity
“among trade union organisa-
tions wedded .to democratic
methods [was essential - to
counteract the influence of the
 Communist - controlled All-
India Trade Union Congress.”
| (Hindustan Times, October 2,
‘1958) .

Earler Mr. J. H. Oldenbrock,
General Secretary  of the
ICFTU, personally
" India for|an

‘of infiuence.” His aim was “to

end [the .rivalry between the
two organisations so that they
can [present a united front
Communist-con-
trolled All-India Trade Union
Congress.” | :

R I
& l.lnit}ed' Front
—Against: Whom ? _

iS‘o the united front is to
be against not the greedy
mbonopolists— both foreign
and native—but against| the
AYTUC. Unity is not for de-
fending and advancing the
interests of the workers, but
is meant to isolate the AI-
- qUC. This is not building a

¥

came to .
“on-the-spot” - :
study and is reported to have.. -
suggested .to both the INTUC -
and .the HMS to “agree to & .
demarcatior of their spheres '

tan Mazdoor Sevak Sangh
was held to discuss the ques-
tion of bringing about closer

~

cooperation between the Con-
gress and the INTUC to com-

bat Communist and other
extremist influences in the’
trade union movemen A :

s

.5And The

Truth

The Congress High Com-
mand has since given a dir-
ective -that Congressmen
should not work in trade
unions other than those be-
longing to the INTUC. and

_that the INTUC should have
functional representation on
.Congress Committees at dif-
ferent levels. Still Sri Rama-

an independent organisa-
T otiom. . -
And tragically enough, as if
to. belie -‘Sri Ramanujam, the
National Herald, Lucknow,
very recently reported: .
«A Coordination Committee
to coordinate the activities
of the Congress and the IN--

TUC on State and district

levels: ;was formed....at &
joint meeting of the Labour

" -Sub-Committes of the UPCC

and the office-bearers of the
U. P. Congres Committee.”

"~ wphe Committee has been
formed .on the instructions of
the AICC in pursuance of a
decision taken at the meeting
of Presidents and Secretaries
of State Congress Committees
held at Delhi recently.”

_ The HMS, too, has certain

very bitter . memories of not
too distant a past when it

trade nnion movement—lit i5- tried unity with the INTUC

. a despicable effort to ))xeak

- miunism. This is spreading
- cold war into the ranks of
Indian labour. 1
Such are the red-baiting and
.union busting activities jthat
these - - germ-carriers ~of cold
war are intending to carry on
_amidst our labour ranks.
The .INTUC has only too
reddily agreed to fall in line
with these dictates from| ab-
road. But the HMS is reported

40 have rejected this plan be- -

calse of the INTUC's close

it on the basis of anti-Com-.

to its own detriment.
In the railways this unity

was tried. The All-India Rail- .

waymen’s Federation merged
with the National Federation
of Indian Railwaymen. It

* turned out to be not unity of
-railwaymen and further ad-

vance of their movement but
the tightening of theiINTUC
grip and the annihilation of
the railwaymen’s ‘movement.

The. AIRF is out again but is

much weaker. than: what it
was at the time of the merger.

alliance with the ruling Fal'g\ United

. and its consequent inability

maltters. affecting the working

" elass. . S

-Ramanujam’s
Cla|im'.'..', '
Sri G. Ramahtijam, the
TUC chief, is indignant af
suggestion and has said|that
th¢ INTUC is an “indepen dent
body”, and - the = “orly link”
- between it and the

gtubborn and not in favour of
Sri Ramanujam’s conten@:ion.
Some time ago the Search-

high level meeting of Congress
‘boSses, notable among them
sri Khandubhai Desai, Sri M.
John' and the: Labour Minis-
ters of Bihar, West Bengal and
Orissa. These dignitaries (were
reported to have discusse d the
;wa;.yé.and means of streng-
thpning the INTUC as ag?.ins'b
. the “rising tide of Commun-
1sr[n in the industrial areas of
A'GE

TEN

" tae an’ independent ling on

o
this™

’ Congress
is fideological.” But facts are:

~

Actions

T However
baiters of the ICFTU may
dislike and whatsoever may
the bosses of INTUC rave
in rage, the logic of life is
teaching the Inidan working

class a-very simple lesson—.

the lesson .of overcoming

the split, by certain “politi--
cians” on grounds of poli- .

" tics and ideology, and build
united action to win their
demands. . :

CATTLE FARM WORKERS

light, Patna, reported a very~ ON STRIKE

Eight hundred workers of

———————heing=Sri-Dhebar;" Sﬁ:Na:.nda;:th&Hissar;(‘n ttle_Farm_ are on

nujam says that INTUC is .

" ble.

much the réd._

The Calcutta tram strike,
the plantation strike in the

Teral and Dooars = region of
West Bengal and the recent -
Kerala plantation ‘workers’
general - strike of October 25
were all unitéd strikes, led by .
united action . committees.
Mobilisation of the mass of
workers on vital and easlly
understood demands was the

. force that brought all’ the’
When the .

unions together.
AITUC, the HMS and the
UTUC and the independent
unions come together, the ap-

peal is so strong. that sections .

of INTUC begin to- sympathe-
tically react and finally even
the official INTUC falls in line -
as happened in the-Calcutta
tramway action -and the
Statewide plantation
struggle in Kerala.

>Suchv is the workers’ choice.

" HIMACHAL PRADESH :

A STATE WITHOUT-
ANY LABOUR RULES

- HE young working class of
T the Hill state of Himachal
pradesh - is fast developing
into an organised force. :

£, 'f'i;__e warkers and employees

of’ the State Road Transport, .

‘the P.W.D. —the local bodies
and .such industries like the

Nahan Foundries have “all' .
fornied into good functlon%ng,j
rs,

trade unions. The teacht

100, have a very good State- .

wide organisation.

The plight of the -PWD,
workers in the State is horri-
‘There are.workers who
have worked for 30 years, but
are still «temporary”. The
Government now says that all
workers who have. worked for
three years will be considered
‘regular’ workers and those
who have worked for six years
will be made ‘permanent’.

. Quite an ingenious device to
cheat the workers!
nancy should as & matter of
course be. conferred on all lab-

- our. after six months.

There are no rules that .
govern the. service conditions
or the employer-employee re-’
1ations in the State Transport.

of Himachal Pradesh. Charge-

.sheeting’ and suspension on
the most flimsy and even-fri-
volous -grounds are’ & common
feature.

. And the hazards to which
_‘transport workers are sub-
jected are unimaginable.
They are expected to be at
sthe. steering wheel for even
13 to 14 hours. The steering

time proposed even by the:

Motor Vehicles Act does not
seem to apply to_ Himachal
Pradesh.
there are six fatal accidents
~every Yyear in Himachat
Transport. ’

-Judicial

labour -

-#tion Officer.

Perma-

_desh are getting are
than those of their counter- -

On an average-

applied for registration. The

‘Registrar, who ironically en~

ough is himself the Assistant
Secretary, referred
the case to the Law Depart-
ment to ascertain :whether it
could be registered as a trade
union. After eight-months the
reply came that it could be

‘registered. And yet registra-

tion is not in sight. - .

Agreements-Not

‘Implemented
_Himachal Pradesh has NO. s gahout Rs. five lakhs, profits: .

Y RA] BAHADUR GOUR, M.P.

Secretary, Al-India Trade Union Congress -

is sent to Sindri for manufae-

ture of fertilisers..”

The extraction work 1s donie’

by the Bikaner Gypsums, Ltd,,
in which the Rajasthan Gov-.
ernment has 40 per cent sha-
res and hence a. strong voice *
in its management. .

. Daily about 80 wagon-loads

_weighing .about 1,500 tons of
"gypsum are loaded from here -- -
for Sindri. The State Govern- ..

ment gets a royalty of‘one
rupee per ton on such .export.
This company is earning fabu-
lous profits—on a share capital

rules of its own for the Varlous. j,s¢ vear were 100 per cent. .

labour acts—such as the In-
dustrial Disputes Act, the
Payment of Wages and the
Minimum Wages Act ete. Nor
has the Government declared
that Central rules - for these -
Acts are applicable to Hima-
chal Pradesh. .

The Director of In'dustg:les
is also Development Commis-
sioner and also the Labour
Commissioner. The Deputy
‘Commissioner is the Conciali-
: r. And
hardly move. in these offices. .

It is amazing that even « also did not utilise its posttion. .

agreements reached bet-
ween the Transport Union,
and the Lt-Governor and
signed by both are not im-
plemented or are only partly
implemented. All questions-
: are referred to the Central
Government for approval

+ ~%ith the result that every-’

“thing is delayed. .

Such is  the inefflciency,
1ack of authority end bureau-
cratic methods of the Hima-

. chal Adminlst_ration.' -

/

‘Teachers’ services ﬂave beert
transferred to the Territorial
Council. Service under Terri-
torial Council is not Govern-
ment. service, it is only quasi-
-Government like that under a
local body and hence teachers
do not get any pension.

The Territorial Council has
adopted a resolution saying
that teachers’ services would
be treated on par” with Gov-
ernment service. . The resolu-
tion ‘has gone to the Central
Government for “gpproval”.

Such is the plight _‘ of the  greets. “For some days the-

Territorial Council.

Prices in Himachal Pradesh
are higher than those in the
Punjab. But the salaries that.
the teachers of Himachal Pra-
‘ lower

parts in the Punjab.
* They are protesting. But the
ddministration does not even
reply to their letters.

Such are the cdnditibns:tb
which workers. by hand and

Himachal Pradesh.
STRIKE IN

strike from November 7, 1958,

demanding wage Increase,
grades, fixed hours of work,
weekly holiday, .sleckness and
casual leave, and provision of
blankets, lanterns and medi-
cal aid facilities. .

The strike is complete and
peaceful. )

And surprisingly enough,
Himachal Pradesh has no re-
gular Labour . Department, no
machinery to settle ' disputes
and grievances. C

. The P.W.D. union was regis-

" tered five years after applica-,

.tion. One other union had
.
NEW AGE

* FEW miles from Bikaner

lies Jamser, the.centre of

the biggest and richest depo-
‘sits of gypsum in the whole
country. This gypsum which is
extracted by crude methods—
with pick-axes and shovels—

S
g

3

E

¥

¥

H

by bréin are subjected in -

_ But workers’ conditions
are miserable. They are
given wages at the rate of
about 14 anmas for every
maund of ore extracted.

The workers’ union, whlé§

is led by the PSP leader'Mur- -
‘lidhar Vyas, formulated de-

those for -
wage-increases, bonus of four -

mands including

months’ wages and other faci-
Jities.  Despite- months- of

the files effort the management has -
the de- .

refused to concede
mands and the ‘Government

as 40 per cent shareholder to
bring about a settlement. The
‘workers hayé finally gone on
-strike. Ca :

O_il Ndvqmber'lz, the strike

had already gone on for 40
days. Union: leader Murlidhar

Vyas had to undertake a two )

weeks' hunger-strike.

' B'rutal' 5

Repression

» The authorities have re-

‘sorted to the most reprehen-
sible methods of repression to
crush the -worker. Women
workers have been brutally
lathi-charged, goondas have
been let loose to terrorise the
workers, arrests . have been

made in large numbers. Work-

ers injured in the lathi-charge
were not given any medical
attention for six hours, women
workers were taken in trucks
and left in the jungle near the

Pakistan border, children were™ °
" foreibly removed - from their

mothers and ‘ thrown on the

company -even . stopped the
-supply of drinking water to
the striking workers.

* And every day. the strike’ i
. continues, the Sindri ferti-; ...
lisers. does not get abont . -

1,500 tons of gypsum, the
railways do not get freight
charges to the tune of about

Rs. 40,000, the State Govern- :

ment is losing royalties of
‘about Rs. 1,500.

fertilisers. But all this does
not matter to the company

refase to concede the work-
ers’ legitimate demands.

) _ *  The Rajasthan Trade Uhion;-" -3
GY'PSU M-MIN ES- . ' 'Congress_and.__other trade_.___H

" unions and democratic parties

‘have condemned the repres-
sion and the Government's

attitude. The demand is gain:
ing ground that since the Goy

ernment already owns 40 pey -
cent of the shares, the com-
pany should be nationalised. .

~ - - NOVEMBER 23, 1988

- West

- by step

- And the -
, peasant and the country are )
deprived of much-needed

and the Government,. they -

MONSTER OF MILITARISM REARS IT
Germany

: _ijteen years after it was crushingly rebuffed by
the ‘mighty Soviét Union, German militarism is again
- in full bloom. The same forces which reared up Hitler
after the First World War with the same objective—
“destroying Bolshevism”—are once again responsible
for raising this monster. All the postwar agreements

“ _arrived at between the' USSR on the one hand and

the USA, Britain and France on the other to root out
militarism from German life have been violated step

anything left of them. .

' T-'HE Government of the

German Democratic Re-
public on- November 12 releas-

ed the latest data on revival
of militarism in West Ger-

many and the threat to peace
created by the armament po-

~ « licies in a Memorandum  de-

livered to practically all mem-
ber States of the U.N.
“In West Germany,” ‘states

the Memorandum, “a new war’

is being ' prepared with all
means. Pursuing this end an
army ‘of aggression . is being

" built up there. By means of

revanchist propaganda, chau-
vinism and psychological war-
fare, the soil is being prepared
_ for ‘bloody adventures of ag-
gression.” - -

CORROBORATION

rican Time Magazine’s issue of’
the week carried the story of
‘the West German War Minis-
ter Strauss opening the Staff
College in Hamburg for train-
ing up officers with the ex-
hortation that German .sol-

. diers need not feel ashamed
of the German military tradi-
tions. s

‘guilt,” Time reported Strauss
telling the would-be officers,
“our Bundeswehr can-assume
8 new attitude
traditions.”

@ The recent traditions
. consisted of cold-,ﬁblooded
mass butchery of six*million
Jews all over Europe of whom
half were from Poland"alone,
the unspeakable crimes ¢om-
mitted in the concentration
.camps like Buchenwald..... .

@ ‘It consisted of the appal-

ling destruction and colos-

sal casualties inflicted by the
Hitlerites particularly in the
Soviet Union and other East

_European countries. War casu-
alties of the . Soviet Union
alone numbered 37% million,

incliding’ 12 million dead.
Six miliion Poles and 1.7 mil--
lion Yugoslavs killed by the

. Nazis were also part of this

tradition. .

- The German Democratic Re-
public’s Memorandum on West
German military preparations

- gtatés:.

The build-up of the West
German Wehrmacht is being
speeded up. Since. the intro-
duction of conscription the.

Federal Wehrmacht has deve- .

loped into a pronounced army
of aggression. - . o
" By the end of- 1958,
planned to have ready for.
* aetion in NATO nine West
German divisions, four air
squadrons, and 12 mnaval
squadrons. Already today
West Germany has the se-

~— eond strongest— NATOcon=

\tingen_t in Europe. It is plan-

ned to extend the basic pe~ -

© riod of conscription service
- 40 15 months or 18 months.
By 1961 the Wehrmacht

. NOVEMBER 23, 1958

_European sector,
Heusinger, Chief of Operations
in the General Stafi of the
Hitlerite Army. 1940 onwards
who is now ‘Chairman of the
.Military . Leadership Council
(the revived General Staff
and several others: .

towards -the .

it is -

by the Western _Power$ till now there is hardly

[ shall be 350,000 strong, made
up. of 220,000 men in ground

| forees, - 80,000 in. the air -

_|force, and 23,000 in’ the
%navy. : ) ;
; The aggressive character of
the West German.- forces is
underlined by the fact that

the decisive positions of com-’

mand are occupied by officers
of Hitler’s Wehrmacht. All the
104 Generals of the Federal
Wehrmacht - served in the
same rank, or. similar rank in
Hitler’s forces, and planned,
prepared and carried out the
attacks on the nations of Eu-
rope. -

The Memorandum quotes

~the instances of General Spei-
" del, Chief of the Department.
-of Foreign Armies in the West
in' Hitler’s General Staff who

Corroborating this the Ame- ¢

is| now Commander of NATO
Ground -Forces in the Central
of General

The German ‘Democra.‘tic

- “Free of false prejudice and - 'F‘eP-Ublic?S Memorandum

erroneous ideas . of collective

tates that West Germany

T

: “.the main European deploy-
ment area of NATO, and an

arsenal of frightful weapons -

of mass destruction in ac-
cordance with the plans of

_|the West German Geovern-
. jment...,

“The West German 1958

‘aptumn manoeuvres, Wwhich
were mainly devoted to test-
ing the so-ealled ‘Brigade 59°, equipment of the Federal

%%Khm_shchov Warns—-

Pl

turned the

People’s Republic,

_ circles of West Germany.

itlerite 1

is . increasingly . becoming- -

T HE imperialists have
German

_ question into an abiding
- source of international ten--
sion. The ruling cireles of
Western Germany ‘are doing
everything te whip up mib-
tary passions against the
German Demociatic Repu~
‘blic; - against the - Polish
against
all -the Socialist countries.
Speeches by . Chancellor:
Adenauer and War Minis-
ter Strauss, the atomic arm-
ing of the Bundeswehr and
various military exercises;
all speak of a definite trend

. in the policy of the ruling

© We want to warn the lea- -
ders of the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany: The road
" followed by . Western Ger-
many today is a road dan-

. gerous to peace in Europe
—and-fatal-to-Western-Ger——may;-the-imperialists
many herself. Indeed, can
realistically minded -politi--
cians today hope for the favour. NQr can they forget’

" a special unit organised and-
- ‘equipped
. principles of atomic warfare,

according to- the
made it quite plain that ato-:

" ‘mic warfare, Is being prepared.
.in West Germany. At & man-

oeuvre conference, General
Inspector Heusinger cynically
declared that the West Ger-.

_man army Is today faced ‘with

the same task as in 1939’.
“At the same time Heusinger
demanded the use once again

of the eriminal principles of .
breach of treaty, -which ~are.
contradictory to International
Law, warfa;e against . the
civilian . population, -and the
scorched earth tactics, he
said: ‘We should recall our
past, arid we should not neg-

‘lect the main principles of

leadérship which bring suc-
cess. Let us re-introduce the

-old principles which we used

to have.’” ] .
West Germany has become
the centre of atomic war dan- .-

- ger, says the Memorandum.

On March 25, 1958 - the
West German - Government,
with the |support of the
USA, pushed through the
parliamentary - decision on

" the atomic| equipment of the
Federal Wehrmacht, against
the openly, expressed will of

© the. overwpelming majority
of the German people. The .
equipment of the West Ger-
man forces with American
atomic- and rocket weapons
is in full swing: :

The preparations for the

success of\a new “March to
the East”? Hitler in his
time also did everything to
fan up war psychosis to’
JDrepare tpe ground for an
attack on the Soviet Union.
However, it is well known -
how it all ended. . = -

It is not hard to imagine
the fate.of those who would
try to unleash a new ag-
gression against the Social-
ist States. No speeches by
Chancellor Adenauer or his
Minister Strauss can chan-
ge the balance of forces in
favour of imperialism. To
march against the East
would be to march to death
for Western Germany.

It is high.time to realise
that the time when the im-
perialists ° could act from
. “positions, of strength” with
impunity ;have gone never
- to return, and try as they

not be able to change the
balance of forces in their

1

the geographical 'position
of Western Germany which
—with military techniques-
“such as they are today—
would not last a single day
of modern warfare, S8
. "We do not want another §°
military conflict. - It would, .
be fatal to' Western. Ger- ¢
many and would bring un-
told calimities to the peo-,
ples of other countries. The
Soviet Union and the other
Socialist countries are do-
ing everything to keep.the.
adventurists dreaming of
new wars from making /the
fatal ‘step. The West Ger- 5,
man policy-makers - would.

do well to consider more
soberly the existing situa-
tion and to desist from.
whipping up
sions. S

—From Khrushehovs

1958, - | .

]
-V:l..’ . i
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Wehrmacht . with weapons- of
mass.destruction started long

‘ago. In 1958 -training courses’

were held for officers of the
General ‘Staff in the former

fascist ~_training - schools - at
Sonthofen and Cologne;' the’

aim of these :courses was to
prepare the Federal Wehrm-
acht for-atomic warfare. Since
this date, this special training
for West German. officers has
been given in the USA, parti-
cularly in the. General Staff

_school at Fort Leavenworth,

Kansas.

* A number of facts show that
the Federal Government' is. no
longer satisfied merely to re-
ceive atomic weapons from
the USA; ‘the Government

‘wishes to equip the Federal

Wehrmacht with' atomic wea-
pons of its own construction.
The Federal Government
has -already ~-demanded the
revision of the Paris Trea-
ties, and it is today laying
suitable technical - founda-
tions which _‘'would make

" possible the production of
" atomic weapons in the near
_future. The Federal Govern-
ment granted 2 lump sum

.of seven million marks and
a yearly  contribution * of

five million- marks to'the
West - German - French' St.
. Louis Research Institute, in
" which under the direction

of Professor Schardin, one- -°
time head of the ballistic
* institute of the Air Warfare'

Academy . :in Berlin-Gatow,

100 leading West German

.rocket technicians are work-
_ ing. e
randum describes how propa-
ganda of the Hitler-Goebbels’
pattern is carried on to con-

‘dition the minds of “the peo- °
“war -of revenge” -
against the Soviet Union, the

ple -for a

Polish People’s Republic, the
GDR and Czechoslovakia, and

‘for starting the Germans on
-another march to the East.;

“Fifth columns” and espionage
activity on the Hitlerite pat-

-tern are spught to be organi-

military pas-

lish"- Friendship meeting
‘in Moscow, November 10,

The comprehensive memo-

sed i ftli the help.of U.8. dol-
lars besides German: tharks..
. How the West German Gov-

_~ ernment has destroyed demo-
- .eratic' rights - and liberties of

the people of West Germany
is described in detail. The Me-. -
morandum says: Since 1951 a

total of over- 200 democratic :
-parties and associations have .
been banned. An atmosphere-. ..
-of fear of free expression of
opinion hds been brought
about by brutal measures by
- police and -courts. ~ .V
P

| LIKE HITLER

‘Thé - Memorandum' --5ays:
«Liké under Hitler the Com--

_munist Party of Germany was. . .
“banned. This ban is a threat

to all other opposition part-

* ies and associations, including .

in particular the Social Demo-
cratic Party and- the West,
German trade unions. SRS
"|“This is proved by repeated
statements made. by leading'.
West .- German Government
politicians. -Theodor Blank,
Minister of Labour of the Fe-
deral Republic, made the fol-

lowing threat in-West German —~

parliament on June 27, 1958:
‘We shall force the German
Trade Union Federation into
a° position ‘of . neutrality. (on -
" the question of the equipment
of the: West ~ German -army.’
with atomic weapons—Ed.) or -
we shall draw-the consequen-
ces from its. attitude’.

"~ “In. a simildr open and -
. thredatening manner, Adenauer

called on the Social Demoera-
tic Party of Germany on Sep- -
tember 21, 1958, to abardon all "
- opposition to NATO and West -
.Germany’s ‘atomic -armament -
policy. - e
“War ‘Minister. Strauss did '
not refrain from using the -
word “traitor” for- ‘all those’
who support the = movement
‘Fight Against Atomic Death’. -
and threatened to have them .
tried for high treason.” -
‘Inherent in the nature of
the revived German Federal
‘Republic is its hostility to
' the national liberation mo-
i vement of the ' -peoples of -
‘:'_Asia;and Africa. . - .
| i o :
@ When the. Anglo-French -
© - aggression against -the
Egyptian people took place’in
1956 the: West German GoOv-.
ernment lined up- openly on
the side of the imperialist ag- -
gressors. In. the Federal Par- -
liament Adenauer described
as “legitimate political $ar-

- gets”.the efforts of the impe- o

rialists to regain’ the .Suez.

Canali-by force. T .

@ Even before the start of
-the attack on the Lebanon
the West German Govern-
ment transferred to the' Ame-. -
rican military authorites com- -
plete contrcl over = the West a
German- airfields from which
American troops .took off for -
their émployment in the Near
Bast:| . . o
. War, Minister, Strauss gave -
full support to the American
sdirborne troops which started

- in West Germany for targets
.in -the Near East. This support

went so far that West German -
planes were maile. . available
to,convoy American transport = -
planes. Adenauer justified all
this as vital to West Ger-’
many, . . T
It is against this background ..
that ohe has to see the cledr-
cut, unequivocal warning So-- :
viet. Premier N. 8. Khrushchoy . -

" has given to the West German :
e Kk -.. rulers and their allies. The ' -
__will_-_speech_at_the_Soviet-Po-_¢__situation_today_is not_what_it

was twenty years: ago.. The
Socialist camp is immeasura-
bly. stronger and .the balance

‘Has decisively - shifted . in it&

h
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WEST BENGAL

Statewide Campalgn;
. To Be Launched

T HE West - Bengal State
) Committee of the' Com-
mumst Party of India. met
. from November, 4 to 6 to re-
view the present national and
international situation and to

: formulate its immediate tasks

and took the followmg deci-
sions:-

l

The State Committee v1ew-
- ed with. grave concern
recent developments in nexgh-
: bourmg Pakistan. The hidden
hand of unperralxsm is evident
behind the military coup in
Pakistan—aimed not only at
liquidation . of popular liberties
but also at -aggravation of Indo-
tension, threats . of
war, and further consolidation

of {imperialist positions. = -

. These ommous developments
demand the nnmedxate mobili-
sation- of the w1dest sections of
the: Indian peoplet in deferice of
their own 'hard-won democratlc
and 7Fconstitutional rxghts ‘and
agalnst all theorles and mani-
‘festations of “authoritarianism”,

however 1nnocent1y cloaked
they may be. .
. ’I\'h‘e State Committee, there-
fore, resolved to conduct afpoli-
tlcal explanatory . campaign

throughout ‘West Bengal to"

rouse the people's vxghance and
determination to defend and
extend ctheir ‘democratic rights

agarnst all threats from dome- '

1
stic and forexgn reachonary
circles.

"in jparticular, to,focus attention
on| the.inherent dangers of. in-
creased - dependence on @ U.S.

- #aid” which has, in.many coun- |

trlés openied the way to impe-

- nahst intrevention, on the need
for| friendship between the peo-

ples of India and Pakistan, on.

the anti‘democratic utterantes
‘ of certain ‘Con-
gress leaders rand - monopoly
caprtahst c1rc1es, on the dan-
gerous-.implications ‘of Sri Jai~
prakash Narain’s new-fangled
theory of @ “party-less” demo-
racy, on the gross violations of
all | demnocratic princxples and
constrtutronal proprieties in’ the
attempt to discredit, obstruct,
and " overthrow ~ the - legally- =
elected State Government of
B Ke ala !

.| 'The State Commrttee dis-
cuss
tion in the! State and decided to
“mobilise the workers, peasants
and|‘middle-classes to demarnd a

properly-planned, - co-ordinated,

and - democratically-administer-.
ed food policy. The. present
acute crisis of soaring prices of
rice and other essential com-
: mod.ities can'be overcome only
if the West Bengal Government

: ,' is made to -abandon its policy of

appéamng the big traders;. rice

mrl]owners, hoarders and: spe-
culators, and to adopt an effec-
tive, procurement pohcyw and
"-anti-hoarding . and antr-pro--
fiteering measures. ;

The - Government must be
made to purchase at least five
lakh tons of rice from the next
“aman” crop, guaranteeing a

‘ ‘ fairj price to the peasants and

stable supplies through fair-
_price shops. This is perfectly
Government
takes a firm decision’ about pro-
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" performances

The State Committee decided, .

s

o

&4—‘*.-;74.4- .

MIDST the rich and col-

ourful_fare of dance, dra-
ma-and music provided by
-nearly 1,600 boys and girls for
ten days, was revealed again a
crop of promising talented
artistes. The high level of the
at the Fifth
Festival, according to many an
art critic, gave an index of the
impact of the cultural resur-
gence in the country on our
student population. Though
mostly of the amateur level,
quite a few items touched the
professional mark. University
teachers - who have attended

‘view that the standard this
year has definitely shown
s1gns of nnprovement

“- The Festival programme, as

range: of items—group songs,
-dances, classical dances in
‘Bharat - Natyani, :Kathakali,
‘Kathak and Mampuri styles,
classical music, both - instru-
‘mental and vocal, drama,
and soon. *
Group’ dances from our lolk
" ‘life, surely were the most
popular with the young par-
ticipants and the audience
too. In an enjoyable artistic

~ évent, it also- provided stu-

Get-T ogether |

* From A Speclal Correspondenti%r

The Inter-’Varsity Youth Festival, which or the
fifth time brought together some of the finest {talents
in our youth world to the Capital, has just co: cluded
leaving behmd a trail of vibrant, youthful

'and posing some new -problems.

-the fishermen

previous Festivals are of the
- show. 'Bhangra,

- THE PROGRAMME _

in previous years, had a wide .

our

- dents with opportunities to
develop a team spirit, and a
glimpse of the true-to-life
environment.

The attachment of our stu-

dents to the soil was seen in -

the selection of themes for
dance items. Here we got the
life of the peasants invariably
portrayed in dances. by the
young artistes, whether it be
through the harvesting story,
and nomadic
tribes or the Holi festival.
Only in a few cases were my-
thological subjects taken up.

Group dances chosely rela-
ted to folk traditions stole the
a: vigorous
dance of Punjab’s .peasants,
and the Naga ~dance from
Assam received, what was per-
‘haps-the biggest acclamationf
from :the audience.

The: Sputnik, too, had cau-
ght the imagination of young-
artistes. A tale of adventurous
boys flying a .rocket to ano-
ther planet and bringing
‘fairies to a feast of dance and
music was told in algroup
dance, Milky Way, presented
by Delhi students. Another
play centering on the’ Sputnik
was staged by the Agra group.

Choral songs gave a glimpse
-of the-rich and varied melo-,
dies of India. Here again the

: “students showed their prefer-
" ‘énce for-folk lore and songs’

depicting the people’s life and
dlsplaylng ‘patriotism. The
problem of our times, the pro-
blem of peace, was also the

. subject. of a number of songs.

- The dignity of labour, satis-
faction at the emancipation
from feudalism and:the dawn
of the industrial "age were
Dblended in one song by Paf{na
University . students.

Among the classical styles,
Bharat Natyam has undoubt-
edly occupied the pride of
place at the Festival. 'Critics
are of the view that two girls
from - Kerala - and Gujarat,
whose  performances = were
commended, and quite-a few
others who could not catch
the. eye of the judges, have
the makings of professional
artistes It also seemed, as if
stimulated by the success
of Bharat Natyam, students
from some of ‘the Northern
Indian Universities were try-
ing to compete in the promo-
tion of Kathak, which was re-.
presented. through a large
number of dances.

Moving among the parti-
..cipants and. watching their
performances, - one was
struck by two impressions:
the discipline  displayed by
the students and- their

.awareness to serve the coun-

try. .
Sri M.-N. Masud told me-

_that there was not a single

case of serious breach of dis-
cipline by the- Festival dele-
g_ates during the ‘ entire ten

| the economic situa- .
~and. urban areas,

curement, announces it publicly,,
expedites the setting up, as

“agreed, of popular food commit-

tees at all levels in both rural
fixes the
maximum prices.of all essential
commodities - under the Ordi-

nance promulgated some -time

ago and vxgorously enforces

them

The State Committee rerte—

" rated its opposition to the
Government's announced policy
of winding up all refugee camps

.and compelling the refugees to

go to Dandakaranya by stop-
ping payment of doles to them
and decided to give all-out sup--
port to the just struggle of the
refugees ‘

welcoming the re-
the

Whrle
commendatlons of -

Minimum Wages Committee’ for .

higher pay-scales and amenities
for ‘municipal , employees ‘in
‘West Bengal, the State Com-
mittee demanded that in view

of the extremely weak financial |
resources 0f most municipalities, -

the . Government’ should grant
necesary subventions to enable

“ them to meet the extra commit-

ments.

Among important organi-
sational decisions are:

'— To hold the next State

. Conference, of the Party in the

‘CALL FOR
-~ 'EXPAND

The State Commxttee has
issued a statement callmg upon
all Party Units, Party Members
and sympathisers Y{to launch a
mass drive for the collection of
an additional sum of Rs. 130,000

. for the rotary printing machine

for the Party’s Bengali daily,
Swadhinata, so as to enable
it to appear as an erght-pager
from next January '

Licerice . for 1mport1ng the
machme from Chma has been

NEW AGE.

‘first weelc of February 1959.

—To reintroduce the system
of a  compulsory, graduated
monthly levy on the incomes of
all Party Members (except
those earnmg less than Rs. 50)
in order to ‘augment the Party’s.
funds -and enable it meet 1ts
growrng commitments.

FUNDS TO
'DAILY

granted by the Government of
India. The machine is ready for
shipping.

Left: Group dance by students of the Jubbalpore Umvers:ty and Right The audience a.t the evemng’s show.

f ’Varsrty Youth

days. The student delegates
took the Festival with’all se~
riousness. Though they gave

free play to their youthful ’
_was ‘-

exuberance and there
quite of bit of galety, chirpi-

ness and hilarity-in the dele. .

gates’ camps and the. camp-

fires, they no less displayed a -

keen sense of duty and orga-
nisation.

A reflection of the spirit of
service to the country was to

be seen in some of the sym- -
posia, group songs and dances.

A student in a symposium
summed up perhaps the com-

mon sentiments of his com- .

munity when he said that stu-
dents have to return to .the

country with interest the in- -

vestment made on them,
which is five times the natron-
al per capita income.

Useful suggestions about the
forms which students’ contri-
‘bution in reconstruction work
can take emerged during the
discussions. These  included
campaign for adult lteracy,

:collectlon-. of statistics, "popu-" .
) lariding the aims of the Five-
Year Plans, imparting hygiene

knowledge to rural . .folk and
slum-dwellers and participa-
tion in Jocal " development
schemes. However, students

who had practical experience. :

of such work, were - aware of
the l1mitatlons of these activi-

‘ties and were particularly eri~

tical of the bureaucratic- admi-
nistration.:

. The Festival has posed a few
questions which  assume im-

portance:—What will be done

with ‘the talent discovered at
‘the Festival? Will it be allowed
to dissipate itself?
The
years is' that much more at-

tention has to ‘be paid and - .

. concrete. Steps:: need to be
taken in this du'ectlon, or

else-much .of the gains of -
the Festivals will be lost, -
should .

The Government
_ consider such steps as offer-
ing scholarships and facili-

ties for adequate ' training -

for the promising * talent
thrown up by each Festival.

Closely connected with this

is the need for improving faci-

lities for cultural pursuits and .

training in the institutions.
Every college and University
should have a whole-time
instructor in charge of cultu-

. ral activities.

- The current mass campaign
for Rs. 130,000—the additional-
amount required to transform
Swadhinata into .a full-fledged
national daily—is - the second
phase of the Rotary Fund drive.
During the first = phase, Rs.
155,988.17 nP was collected of
the target of Rs. 200,000.

Yet another problem posed
by the Festival'is the enlarg-
ing of the participation of the
students so a8 to bring it with-
in the reach: of considerable
numbers of students, apart.
from the actual performers.
At present they are unable to
have even a glimpse of the
shows.
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West Germany

‘of

Fifteen years after it was cr.ushmgly rebuﬁed by
the mighty Soviet Union, German militarism is again -
in full bloom. The same forces whlch reared up Hitler
after the First World War with the same objective—
“d oymg Bolshévism”—are once again responsible -

for raising this monster. All the postwar agreements
arrived at between the USSR on the one. hand ! 'and

- the USA, Britain and France on|the other to root out

militarism from German life have been. violated step
by step by the Western Powers tlll now there i is hardly

anything left of them,

T HE Government of the
German Democratic Re-
public on November 12 releas-
ed the latest data on. revival

~of mrlitarlsm in West Ger-.

many and the threat to peace
created by the armament po-

licies .in & Memorandum de- -

livered to practically all mem-
ber States of the U.N.

"“In West Germany,” states
the Memorandum, ‘“‘a new war
is-being prepared -with all
means.. Pursuing this end an

army of aggression is being
built up-~there. By means of
revanchist propaganda, chau-

vinism and psychological war- -

fare, the soil is being prepared
for bloody adventures of ag-
gression ”

CORROBORATION

Corroborafing this the Ame-
rican Time Magazine’s issue of
the week carried the story of
the West German War Minis-
ter Strauss opening the Stail
College in Hamburg for train-

" ing up officers with the ex-

hortation that German sol-

diers need not feel ashamed

of the German military tradi-
tions. -

“Free of false prejudice and
erroneous ideas of‘collective

" guilt,” Time. reported -Strauss

telling the would-be officers,
“our Bundeswehr can assume

a new attitude towards the
,traditions.” .
@ The recent traditions

consisted of cold-blooded
‘mass butchery of six million

" Jews all over Europe of whom

half were from Poland alone,
the unspeakable crimes com-
- mitted in the concentration
camps like Buchenwald..... .

) It consisted of the appal-

ling destruction and colos-
sal casualties inflicted by the
Hitlerites particularly in the
Soviet Union and other East

European countries. War casu- -

alties of the Soviet Union
alone numbered 37% million
including 12 million dead.
Six million Poles and 1.7 mil-

lion Yugoslavs Kkilled by the.

Nazis. were also part of this
tradition.

The German Democratic Re-
.public’s Memorandum on West
.German military preparations
.states: .

The build-up of the West
German Wehrmacht is being
speeded up. Since the intro-
duction of conscription the
Federal Wehrmacht has deve-

loped into a pronounced army

of aggression. .

By the end of 1958, itis -

‘planned to have ready for
action in NATO nine West
- German divisions, four air
squadrons, and 12 naval
squadrons. Already today
West Germany has the se-
cond strongest - NATO con-

tingent in Europe. It is plan-"

_med to extend the basic pe-
‘riod of conscription service
to 15 months or 18 months.
By 1961 the Wehrmacht
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shall be 350,000 strong, made
up of 220,000 men in ground
: forces, 80,000 in the air
force, and 23 000 in the'

naVY

The aggressive character of T
“the [West German. forces is

underlined by the fact that
the |decisive positions of com- -
rrand are occupied by officers
of Hitler’s Wehrmacht. All the
104 |Generals ~ of the Federal
Wehrmacht served in' the

samg rank, or similar rank in

Hitliers forces, and planned,
prepared and carried out the

attacks on the nations of Eu-

.TOpe. -

|
The Memorandum quotes

the instances of General Spei-
del,|Chief-of the Department
of Foreign Armies in the West :
in Hitler’'s General Staff who
is now Commander of NATO
Ground Forces in the Central
European sector, of General
Heusmger Chief of Operations
in- the General Staff of the
Hitlerite Army 1940 onwards
who is riow Chairman of the .
Mlhtary Leadership Couneil
(the revived General Staff) -
andi several others. ]
"l'he German Democratic

Rep ublic’s Memorandum _4

‘states that Wost Germany

“the main European deploy-
. ment area of NATO, and an
arsenal of frightful weapons
of mass destrauction in ac-
'cordance with the plans of
the West German Govern-
m,ent
“The West German 1958
autumn manoeuvres, which’
were ‘mainly devoted to test-
ing ithe so-called ‘Brigade 59’,

HE lmpenahsts have

turned ‘the - German
question into 'an abiding”
"source of international ten-
sion. The ruling circles of
Western Germany are doing
everything to whip up mili-
tary passions against the

blic, against - the Polish
People’s Republic, against
-lall the Socialist countries.
_ |Speeches by Chancellor

|Adenauer :and War Minis-
ter Strauss, the atomic arm-
: an of the Bundeswehr and

arious military = exercises,

iall speak of a definite trend’

in the policy of the ruling
circles of West Germany.
‘|- We want to warn the lea-

‘'ders of the Federal Repub-

lic of Germany: The road
|followed by Western Ger-

- many today is a road dan-

gerous to peace in, Europe
and fatal to Western Ger-

many herself. Indeed, can

. realistically minded politi-

rtlmte

‘a special uni't organised and

-.principles o
made it quite plain that ato- -
* mic warfare is lbelng prepared °

civilian population,
- said:

|German Demociatic Repu- .

cians today hope for the

ccording to the
atomlc warfare, '

equipped

in West Germany At a man-
oeuvre conference,

declared that the West Ger-

man army is today faced ‘with

the same task as in 1939".
“At the same ‘time Heusinger

‘demanded the use once again

\
!

of the cnminal pnnclples of
breach of treaty, which are

: contradictory to International
against- the '

Law, ' warfare|

and the
scorched earth tactics, he
‘We should recall our
past, and we. should not neg-
lect -the’ main |

cess. Let us re,introduce the

old principles which we uséd ‘

to have.'” '

West Germany has become -:'
‘the centre of atomic war dan-

ger, says. the Memorandum.

'On March| 25, 1958 the

West German Government,
with the support of the

parlramentary decision  on
the atomic equipment of the
.. Federal Wehrmacht against
~ the openly expromed will of
the’ over:whelmmg majority
of the German people. The
,eqmpment of the West Ger-
man forces 1Wrth - American
. atomic and rocket weapons
is in full swmg.
The preparations for the
equipment of| the Federal

wthrushchov Wams "

‘success of a new “March to
the East”? | Hitler in his
time also did everything to

- fan -up war | psychosis to

prepare the ground for an
attack cn the Soviet Union.

However, it lS well known -

how it all ended

It is not hard to imagine
the fate of those who would
‘try to unleash a new ag-

gression agamst the Social- .

ist States. No speeches by
Chancellor Adenauer or his
Minister Strauss can chan-
ge the balance of forces in

favour of imperialism. To

for - Western | Germany.

It is high time to realise
that the time when the im-
perialists could act from
“positions of strength” with:
impunity have gone never:
to return, and try as they:

may, the imperialists will -

‘not be:able to change the
balance of forces in their
favour. Nor can they forget

- NEW AGE
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.fascist
General -
Inspector Heusinger cynically :

- 'the USA;

principles. of
leadership which bring sue--

. R
is inc gly - beco g USA, pushed through the:

" military confliet.

march against the East.
would be to march to death :

m—————
—

Wehrmacht with -weapons of
mass destruction istarted long

,ago ~In 1956 training courses

were held for officers of the
General Staff in the former .
iraining schools at
Sonthofen ‘and Cologne; . the
aim of these courses was to
prepare the- Federal Wehrm-
acht for atomic warfare. Since

. this date, this special training:

for West German officers has
been given in the USA, parti-.
cularly in .the General Staff’
school at Fort: Leavenworth
Kansas.

A number of facts show that

. the Federal Government is no- .-
; longer satisfied merely to re- -
. ceive atomic Weapons from-,j.West G,erman Government.
Government ™ pohtlcrans Theodor -

the
wishes to equip - the Federal -

. Wehrmacht- wrth atomic wea-

pons of its own construction.

. The . Federal Government
has already demanded the
revision of the Paris Trea-
ties, and it is today laying
suitable technical’ founda-
"tions which - would make
possible  the production of
atomic weapons in the near
future. The Federal Govern-
_ment granted a Jump sum
of seven million marks and
a yearly contrrbutron of
five million ;' marks to .the
West - German - French St.

- Louis’ Research Institute, in
which under the direction

" of Professor . Schardin, one-
-time head of the ballistic
- institute of the Air Warfare
Academy in Berlin-Gatow,
100 leading  West German
rocket technicians are work-
ing. :

‘The comprehensive memo-
randum describes how .propa-
ganda of the Hitler-Goebbels’
pattern is cdrried on to con-

dition the minds-of the peo-

ple for a- “war of revenge”-

against the Soviet Union, the-

Polish People’s .Republic, the
GDR and Czechoslovakia, and "
for starting the Germans on’
another march to the East.;

“Fifth columns” and espionage
activity on the Hitlerite pat-

" tern are sought 'tp be organi--

the geographlcal . position
of Western Germany which
—with. military téchniques
such as they . are today—
would not last a single day
of modern warfare. -

We do not want another
1t would
be fatal to Western Ger-
many and would bring %n-
told calamities to the peo-
ples of other countries. The
Soviet Union and the other
Socialist countries are do-
ing everything to keep the
adventurists - dreaming of
new .wars from making the

“fatal step. The West Ger- $-

man policy-makers would
do well to . consider miore 3
soberly the existing situa-_
tion and to desist ‘from

'whrppmg up mlhtary pas-

srons.

—From Khrushchov’

" speech at the Sovret-Eo-
lish Friendship meeting
in Moscow, November 10, 2’
1958.

full support to

L»-

sed wlth the help of US. dol-

lars besides German marks.

-How the West German GOV- | '

ernment has destroyed demo-

“ eratic nghts and liberties of °

the people of West Germany
. is described-in detail. The Me-

. morandum says: Since 1951 a

total of ovér 200 -democratic-
parties and associations have:
been banned. An atmosphere
of fear of free expression of
opinion -has been ‘brought’
about by brutal measures by
pohce and courts . :

LIKE HITLER

- The - Memorandum
“Like under Hitler the Com-.
munist Party of Germany was’
‘banned. This ban is a threat
‘to all other " opposition part-:
"'ies and. assocjations, including
«in particular the Social Demo-

cratic Party and the- West .

-German trade unions. .
“This 1s proved by repeated
statements made by leéading .

. Blank, .
Minister ,of Labour of the Fe-
deral Republic, made’ the.fol-

“-lowing threat in West ‘German

parliament on June 27, 1958:
*We shall force the German
Trade Union Federation into
a posxtxon of neutrality (oax
the question of. ‘the equipment
of the West - German army

with-atomic weapons—Ed.) or -

we shall‘draw the consequen=
ces from 1ts attitude’. .
.“In al similar open and

threatenlng manner, Adenauer -

called on the Social Democra-

tic Party of Germany on Sep-

tember 21 1958; to abandon all
opposxtlon to NATO and West

Germany’s atomic armament . -

' policy.

“War Mihister Strauss. did
not irefrain- from using the
word “traitor” for all those.
who support the movement

‘Fight Against Atomic Death’-
and threatened: to have them

* tried for high treason.”

Inherent in the nature 'o!'

the revived German Federal
Republic is' its - hostility to
the ‘national liberation.meo-

-—vement of the = peoples of
Asm. and Africa. :

Egyptian people took place in

1956 the| West German Gov- . - ’
ermnent lined up ¢penly on ..

-the side of the imperialist ag-
gressors.. In the Federal Par-
* liament |Adenauer described

“legltlmate political tar-

the attack on the Lebanon
the ‘West German - Govern-

“says: |

0. When the Anglo-French .
‘aggression against. the '

e gets" the efforts. of the-impe- S
rialists to regain the Suyez’ -
-Canal by1 force. . B

® Even before the start of* -

ment transferred to the Ame-, °

- ‘rican mlhtary authorites com-
plete control over the West
. German airfields from which

. American troops took off for . ‘
their employment in the Near )

East..

War Minister Strauss gave ;
the American -

airb'o'rne troops which started
- in West Germany for targets

-iri the Near East. This support - .
went so far that West German -
- planes were made.

to convoy American transport
planes. ‘Adenauer justified all

available .

‘this as vital to, West Ger- .

many.

‘that one has to see.-the clear-

- cut, uneqmvocal warning So- .

: viet Premier N; S, Khrushchov

‘has given to the West German -

rulers-and their allies. The
siiuation today is not.what it
was twenty years agv.:
Socialist camp. is immeasura-

“has decisively - sh1fted in lts,
,favour ; . e
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It is against this background -

‘bly stronger and, the balance
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WEST BENGAL
Statewide Campaign
To Be Launched

i HE West Bengal State

Committee of “the Com-
mumst P of India met
from:November 4 .to 6 to re-
view the present national and
international situation and to

) -formulate its immediate tasks.

and took the following dec1-

sions:- :

- The State Committee view-
ed ;with grave concern

ecent: developments in neigh-

bourmg Pakistan. The hidden

. hand of imperialism 'is evident

behmd the military coup in
Paklstan—armed not only at
hquxdatlon of popular liberties
but also. at aggravatron of Indo-
Pakistani® tension, -threats = of
war, and "further consolidation
of imperialist ‘positions. .
Thesé. ominous developments:
demand the immediate mobili-
satxon of the widest sections of

. the Indian ipeople in-defence .of

then' own hard-won democratic

and constitutional .- rights and
against ‘all theories and mani-

estations of “authorrtarianism",
owever mnocently cloaked
heymaybe ) -7 S

' The State Commlttee there-
ore, resolved to conduct a poli-
ical explanatory - campaign

* rouse the people’s vigliance and

determination. to defend and
‘extend’ their democratic rights

" dgainst ‘all threats from dome-
" stic and  foreign

reactionary
circles.

| ) .
The State Committee decided,
m particular, to focus attention

- on the ‘inherent dangers of in-

creased dependence on US.
‘ﬁaxd" which has, in many coun-
tries, opened- the way to" impe-

rialist intrevention, on the need-
’ for
. ples of India and Pakistan, on

1endsh1p between the ‘peo=

the anti-democratic utterances
and activities of certsin Con-
gress leaders and monopoly
capltahst circles, on the dan-
gerous Imphcainons of Sri Jai-
prakash; Narain’s '~ new-fangled

' theory of a “party-less” demo-
: cracy, on the gross violations of

: prmcrples and

constztutlonal proprieties in the
obstruct,

d. overthrow the legally-

~

Thel State ‘Committee dis-
cussed the economic situa-
tion in the State and decided to
mobrhse‘ the workers, peasants.
a|nd middle-classes to demand a

plroperly -planned, 'co-ordinated,

- and democratically-administer-

e|d food | policy." The present_

: acute erisis of soaring prices of

rice - -and other essential com-
modltles can be overcome only

; 1f the ‘West Bengal Government

1s made 1o abandon its policy of

. appeasxng, the big traders, rice

mxllowners, hoarders and spe-
culators, and to adopt .an effec-
hve procurement policy and
anti-hoarding and ant.l-pro-

fiteering measures

The' ~Government imust be

.- made -to.'purchase at least five

lakh tons of rice from the next
“aman” crop, guaranteeing- a

- fair price to the ‘peasants and

is perfectly
if the Government

prxce shops. This
feasible

- -takes a firm decision about pro-
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Left: Group dance by students of the Jubbalpore Universxty and Right: The audience at the evenmg's show.

Get-Together 0 f ’Varsnty Yout!

; * From A Speclal Correspondent
i The Inter-’Varsity Youth Festlval, which for the

fifth time brought together some of the finest talents

in our youth world to the Capital, has just concluded
. leaving behmd a trail of vibrant, youthful vxgour
and posing some new problems.

MIDST the rich and col-

ourful fare of dance, dra-
maand music provided by
nearly 1,600 boys and girls for
ten days, was revealed again a
crop of promising talented
artistes. The high level of the
performances at the Fifth
Festival, according to many an
art critic, gave an index of the
impact of the cultural resur-

gence in the country on our -
Though -

student population.
‘mostly of the amateur level,
quite a few items touched the

professional mark. University-

teachers who have attended
previous Festivals are of the
view that the standard this
year -has definitely.- shown
signs of improvement.

‘THE PROGRAMME

" The Festival programme, as -

in previous years, had a wide
range of items—group songs,
dances, -classical dances in
Bharat Natyam, Kathakali,
Kathak and Manipuri styles,
classical musie, both instru-
Imental and vocal, - drama,
~and .so.on. .
.Group dances from onr folk
life, surely were the most
popular with the young par-

ticipants and the audience

. too.In an enjoyable artistic

event, it also provided stu-

=

. dents to the soil was seen.in-
of themes for -

dents with opportunities to
develop a team spirit, and a
glimpse of the true-to-hfe
environment.

Thé attachment. of our stu-

the selection
dance items. Here we got the
life of the peasants invariably,
portrayed in dances by the
young artistes, whether it be
through the harvesting story,
the fishermen and nomadic
tribes or the Holi festival.

Only in a few casés were my-

_thological subjects taken up.

" dance of Punjab’s’

Group dances closely rela-
ted to folk traditions stole the
show. Bhangra, a vigorous
peasants,
and .the Naga  dance
Assam received, what was per-
haps the.biggest acclamation
from thefaudience.

The Sputnik, too, had cau-
ght the imagination of young
artistes. A tale of adventurous
boys flying a rocket to ano-
ther planet and bringing
fairies to a feast of dance-and
music was told in a group
dance, Milky Way, presented
by Delhi students. Another
play centering on the Sputnik
was staged by the Agra group.

" Choral songs gave a glimpse
of the rich and varied melo-
dies of India Here again the

"the makings
‘artistes It also seemed, as if-

- of Bharat Natyam,

" from

students showed their prefer-

ence for folk lore and songs

- depicting the people’s life and

displaying patriotism. . The
problem of our times, the pro-
blem of peace, was also the
subject of -a number of songs.
‘ The dignity of labour, satis-
faction at the ' emancipation
from feudalism and the dawn
of the industrial age were
blended in one song by Patna
University students>

Among the classical styles,

Bharat Natyam has undoubt-

edly occupied the . pnde of
place at the Festival +Crities
are of the view- that ‘two girls

from - Kerala and Gujarat,.

whose  performances - were
commended, and quite a few
others who could not catch
the eye of the judges, have
of professional

success
students
from some of the Northern
Indian Universities were try-
ing to compete in the promo-
tion of Kathak, which was re-
presented- through a large
number of dances.

Movmg among the parti-

stimulated by the

..cipants and watching- their :

performances, was
struck by two

the discipline displayed by

one

.the ‘students - and their
awareness to serve:the coun-
try. - .

Sri M. N. Masud." told me
that there was not a single

case of serious breach of dis-.

cipline by the Festival dele-
gates during the entire ten

lected | State Government of -
B I<.era1a }

stable supplies - through fair-.

curement, announces it publicly,
expedites' the setting ‘up, as
agreed, of popular food commit-
tees at all levels in both rural
and  urban areas, fixes the

‘ the Government

maximum prices of all essential *

commodities under the Ordi-
nancF promulgated ' - some. time
ago and vxgorously enforces
them. . )
The State Committee reite-
rated its opposition to the
Government’s announced policy

' of winding up all refugee camps

and compelling the refugees to

go to Dandakaranya by stop-.

ping payment of doles to them
and decided to give all-out sup-
port to the just struggle of the
refugees

While welcoming the re-
commendations - of the
Minimum Wages Committee for

. hxgher pay-scales and amenities

for :municipal employees in
West. Bengal the State Com-
mittee demanded that in view

resources of most mumcxpalmes,

LN \
1

should grant
necesary subventions to enable
them to meet the extra. comrmt-
ments .

Among important orgam-

sational decisions are:

— To hold thé next State_

"Conference of the Party in the

CALL FOR"

first week of February 1959,

—To remtroduce ‘the system
of a compulsory, graduated
monthly levy on the incomes of
all Party - Members (except
those earning less than Rs. 50)-
in order {0 augment the Party's
funds and . enable it .meet its
growing commltments

: FUNDS TO

EXPAN D DAILY

The State Commrttee has
issued a statement calling upon

all Party Units, Party Members .
. and sympathisers _to launch a

‘mass drive for the collection of

-of the extremely weak financial -

an additional sum of Rs. 130,000
for the rotary printing machine
for the Party’s Bengali daily,
Swadhinata, so as.to - enable
it to appear as an exght-pager

_from next:January. )
- During the first : phase,

Licence for 1mportmg the
machine from China has been

~NEW AGE

'granted by the Government of

India. The machine is ready for
shipping. . o

" The current mass campaign
for Rs. 130,000--the additional
amount’ required to transform
Swadhinata into a full-fledged
national daily~is the second
phase of the Rotary Fund drive.
Rs.
155,988.17 nP was collected of
the target of Rs. .hoo 000.

H

impressions:.

-numbers of students,

ddys. The student delegates
took the Festival with all se-
riousness. ‘Though they gave

free play to their youthful -

exuberance -and there ‘was

quite of bit of gaiety, chirpi- -

ness and hilarity in the dele-
gates’ camps and the camp-

‘ fires, they no less.displayed a -
keen sense of duty and orga- -

nisation

A reflection of the spirit of
service to tHe country was to

be seen in some of the sym-. .
posia, group songs and dances.-

A student inh a symposium

summed up perhaps the com- _

mon sentiments of his com-
munity when he said that stu-
dents have to return to the

country with interest the: in--
-on them ;
- which is five times the nation-

vestment -made -

al per capita income.

Useful suggestions about thef.
forms which students’ contri-.-
bution in reconstruction work:

can take emerged ‘during the

discussions. These - included -

campaign for. adult literacy,
collection of statistics, popu-
larising the aims of the Five-

" Year Plans, imparting hygiene

knowledge to rural - folk.and
slum-dwellers and’ participa-
tion- in 1local development
schemes. However, students
who. had practical experience
of such work, were aware of
the limitations of these activi-
ties and were particularly eri-
tical of the bureaucratic admi-
nistration. —

The Festival has” posed a few
questions which _ assume im-
portance:
with the talent ‘discovered at
the Festival? Will it be allowed

 to dissipate itself?

The experience of five
years is that much more at-
tention has fo be paid and.
concrete steps need to be
.taken in this du-ectxon, or
else much of the gains of
the Festivals: will be lost.
The Government - should
consider such steps as offer-
ing scholarships and fdeili-
ties for adequate training
for the promising talent
.threwn up by each Festivail.
Closely connected with this.
is the need for improving faci-
lities for cultural pursuits and
training in the  institutions.
Every college and University-
should have 'a whole-time
instructor in charge of cultu-
ral detivities,

Yet another problem posed
by the Festival is the enlarg-

‘ing of the participation of the

students so as to bring it with-
in the reach of considerable

from the actual performers.
At present they are unable to
have even a glimpse of the
shows
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-Rather ° unexpectedly "Sri
‘Chief Minister of U.P., has acted véry cleverly.

LUCENOW, November 17
Sampurnanand,  the
He

has taken no new member into the Cabinet. Re-
shuﬂhng -of portfolios has been done and a few
- Deputy Ministers and Parhamentary Secretaries have
. been: promoted. That is all the Chief Minister has

done to fill up the gaps created by the resngnatlon of - .

nine members from the Cabmet

HE work of. the Ministry
is certainly nof going to
suffer on account of this deci-~
There were as many. as
28 ladies and gentlemen in the
huge Ministerial - set-up that
.the - Congress leaders of this
‘State had created in order to
previde: pelf and power to as
many of their cronies as was
possible. That was the larg-
est- number of men in any
* State Ministry in the country.
So the exit of a few of them
will only’ lessen. the unneces-
sary burden on the people,

Part Of

The Game

‘But .Srl Sampurnanand and,
his ‘astute’ advisers have not
been driven by any such
motive. What they have done

. is part of their game to some- °
perilous

~-how retain . - their
balance on the ‘sword’s edge
in the legislature party.

They used the vacancies, as
was mentioned in an earlier
despatch, to secure supporb
for their group. At that hour
of ‘danger, agents.of the Chief
Minister went round offering
places in the Ministry to al-
most everybody who seemed to
matter. The result was that
by the time the resignations

became-a fact, there were as .

_many as 150 candidates' for
*the nine vacant seats. Every-
body was dead certain that he
or she was being taken in the
" "Government. I myself had
oceasion to meet at least three
of these important gentlemen
_who  told me,. in whispered

. confidence, that they were, in .

any case, being included in

" the Ministry.
To have chosen nine out .

. of this crowd would have
-without doubt meant turn-
. ing the rest of them hostile
to the Ministry and throw-

‘ijng them into the arms of .

Sri C. B. Gupta. After that

the Ministry would not have

* lasted another week. And
. so, after long deliberations
and consultations with their
men in Delhi, -they have

“ decided to leave the candi-

dates ‘hoping’ and guessing .

till at least Sri Sampurna-
nand has re-secured a vote
of confidence from the Con-
gress Legislature Party. As
long as they are kept hop-
ing, most of them are not
. likely to

calculation.

Sri. Sampurnanand and his
trusted henchmen - are also
using this time to seal up
other sources-- of danger to
their positions - After all the

© Ministry itself is a divided

house. There are at least four
factions inside it, each :one.of
them lying in ambush to do

the others in and step into.

stheir position.

One of Sri Sampumanand’s‘

measures has been to clip the
wings of Sri Charan Singh by
taking away the 'important
portfolio of Finance from him.

The background to this step
is: during the. last crisis, Sri
Charan Singh was reported to
have carried on negotidtions
with the Gupta group to form

an alternative Ministry after_

NOVEMBER 23, 1958

. He had already levelled serious

- COme

‘the
. . Congress,
. Banaras (where Sahu-Jain are

associate with -
Gupta’s cliqgne — this is the

helping Gupta to overthrow
the present one. Sri .Charan
Singh was doing so because
he was reportedly fed up with
the corruption in the Ministry.

charges against' some of his
most important colleagues.
Obviously, such a man could
not be.trusted.

Secondly, since he had be-
Finance Minister, . this.
‘Jat |peasant’ of the Cabinet,
as he is often called, had
earned the wrath of some of
biggest financiers of the
the Kanpur and

setting up a huge Soda Ash
factory with Government’ aid)
capitalists - by ordering - en-
quirfes into the use of huge.

. sums of money that had been -
‘advanced to them by the UP.

Government. It is feared that
these enquiries would reveal .
some very ugly facts.

He had also irked  the

~Sahebs -of the Civil Service, »
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The steps that t

theu' proﬁteermg

I T all began with the
Government Jfixing - the
prlces of baby food at 50 nP

to. one rupee above the prices

in the open market.

The Government has now
issued another notification,
‘fixing .the maximum prices of .
about 451 items of - medicine.
In .this case also, it is abuns -
dantly clear that it s ‘the.
interests of a. handful of tra-
‘ders; 'and importers which have
weighed with Dr. BC Roy’s
Govemment .

This Is
Control'

The ‘main . features of this

. medicine “control” order are—

@ The prices of a large-
number of imported items
like .Peacock’s Bromide, Olive |
oil (Italian), Parke . Davies’
Terradol, Benadryl Syrup and
cream, etc., which are in short
supply due to. import restrie--
tions have not 'been fixed:
There is large-scale black-

"marketing in these medicines, -

and! their  prices have been .
‘forced up by 75 to 200 per,
cent in the past few months.
A pound of olive oil of Italian
make, for instance, now costs

. Rs. 141.70 15 as agalnst Rs.

five |six months ago. :
A/leadmg firm of chemists
and druggists in Calcutta is’
the sole importer .of such
medicines as Winthrop’s

But It Has Only Postponed The Show-Down

B
il
1

i

the Secretaries who actually
run the Government for the
Ministers = whose_ .. intrigues-
leave them no time for 'any-
thing, by stopping their plea-

.sure trips to the hills and
- other pla(;gls and by daring to~

look into the ﬁles himself,
Some of\ the relatives of'

some of the important Minis-

ters have also been after his

" blood because he has exposed

their dirty doings..
Sampumanand who needs
the support: of ‘both ~ the
millionaires and the minions
of the Secretariat in his
fight : for  survival against
Gupta, cannot keep sach a
man in such an important
" position. !

Sampumanand and ~ his

‘nearest men do :not trust

Mohanlal Gautam either tho-
ugh he is a sworn enemy of
Sri Gupta. And therefore, he
has been stricfly kept where

CALCUTTA, November 17

i ¢ West Bengal Government 'has
taken so far under the Anti-Profiteering Ordinance,
promulgated about three weeks ago, have only served
to bring grist to the mlll of big traders and to legalise '

[

Prenol, Aralen and Aralis
They are not easily avail-
able and; as such, they offer
big opportunities for profi-.
teering. - Yet, the prices of
these medicines are not fix--
ed. - The rumour goes that
this firm is some way close-.
1y connected with a big gun
in the West Bengal Cabinet. .
© Almost all the drugs which
are ‘absolutely necessary.
‘for dispensing doctors’ pres-.
criptions and are also indis-
pensible as ingredients for the

. manufacture of patent medi-

cines, have been left out of
the purview of the so-called .
control order in the sole inte-
rests of-a few importers, al-
though their prices have gone
up sharply in the past two or
three months.

To quote a few instances,
the price - of Phenacitin has
risen from Rs. Iﬁve to Rs. 9.50
per: pound -and that. of Thy-
mol from Rs. ten to Rs. 25 to
26 4 pound. :
© The lst | of oontrolled

medicines has been un-
necessarily inﬂated by the
inclusion of even those items
that are’ manufactured here
“and are easily available in the
open market. But, the price
of such an important medicine
~as Emetin has not been fixed.

Not only that. The. control
prices fixed by the Govern-
ment and the retail prices
quoted in the price-lists of the
: ﬁrms concerned are the samei

N'EW AGE"
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he is with his inconsequential
portfolios of Agriculture and

Coodperation. ; Sampurnanand . .

and his supporters think that
Gautam too would, at the least
opportunity of becoming the
Chief Minister ‘himself, turn
against him and join hands-.
with -anyone. It is a fight of
each against - ‘ally |

However, these ‘safety mea- .

sures’ ~ themselves --are . not
without danger. They may-
provoke ‘ thése gentlemen to
leave Sampurnanand-in the
lurch and precipitate his fall
sooner than otherwise. This

‘then is.the situation: which-

ever ‘direction they turn their
face they find danger. lurking,
because. it 'iS no more any
principles, except the princi-
ple - of self-aggrandisement,
that are guiding these Con-
gress leaders.

. 'There. is. gomg "to be no

peace in the fratricidal war.

Gupta’ _is-asdetermined as

Its Pron

The- actual position in the..
market 1s that these medi- -

cihes normally sell at ten to
15 per. cent' lower than the
quoted prices. .

The main beneﬁciarios of
this official generosity are,
as I said, a handfutl of tra-
" ders and manufacturers. To

" cite one instance B-Complex -
prepared by the Gluconate
. Co., Calcutta, which is re-

- ported to be a benamdari of
. a8 West Bengal Minister, was

. selling for Rs. two a phial
before its price was fixed at -
Rs. 2.75!

On The Food
!‘zont ‘

The way the Anti-Proﬁteer—
ing Ordinance .i1s being “en-
forced” clearly shows how the
West - Bengal Govemment is
going back ‘on its "‘promises.
But, that is not the only case

'.inpoint

A powerful struggle for food
'had forced the West Bengal

Government to give a number .

of definite assurances.

But, the last one-and-a -half
months have* proved beyond
any doubt that the Govern-
ment has no -intention of
keeping - its promises, This
cynical attitude was further
demonstrated at.the meeting
of the - State" Food _Advisory”
Committeé held on November
12. .

Asked by Opposxtlon mem--
bers as to why the Advisory
‘Committee was not being
consulted when .prices were -
fixed, the Food Minister, Sri
P.C. Sen, bluntly stated, “it
is not possible to fix the

" prices of hundreds of arti-

1

. loans:"

‘ ever to throw out his ‘oppo-
" nents. Confrary . to what’

found him more confident
‘than. ever before when I

many have- tried to-say, I. - '

" happened to rum into him-

accidentally the other.day.-

Asked what he proposed to -

do, he said very meaningly

and conﬁdently, “wait and L

see.” -
The Cbngress High Com-
_man@ has, I suppose at

Nehru's ., }insistence,

step! taken by Sri-Gupta and
his. clique against the Ministry

lent. its. -
supportﬂto Sampurnanand in -
- this’ ﬁght It means. that-any

now! will also amount to a'. .

step‘ ‘against the High Com-

the Ministerialists. were want--

ing to bring about. The result
disciplinary
- actions against many Con-"

may.  well . be

gressmen as well as. desertions
by some of them from the

Congress Party.

I‘ROM OUR CORRESPONDENT '

cles” and, “T do not consider

- advice of the. Commxttee on:
this matter!” - .
He refused to make any

commitment when’ Opposition

-members demanded. that the’

and. This is what, in a way, , '

it necessary” to -seek- the

- Government ' should - procure .

five lakh tons of_rice at @ - '

reasonable price di;ectly from.

the producers befare the. new-. -
paddy crop . started ‘doming ~ -

into the market. ¢
"The Government -had- given
‘axi assifance that additicnal.

& -

agricultural loans te the ex-. . -

tent of a crore of rupees would -
. be advanced to needy peasants’

by the end of November. The
-advanced - till- now
amount to only Rs. 27 lakhs.
Sri Sen, however declined to

give #any - indication of -how .

much more would be disbursed
in the coming weeks.

Contrary to. the’ promise'
made by the Government,
gratuitous relief is not. yet
given to those who are unable
to get employment in test
relief operations.

- The Government had agreed' LT
to set up all-parties Food

"Advisory Committees at - all,F

.levels. - Buf, these committees
have not. yet- been formed

‘either ‘at ~the district or . the

sub-divisional level, and the.
Food Minister categorically
stated that he was “personally -
"opposed” to the formation.of"
such comm1ttees at the umon
level! :

~ fThis ~arrogant attitude ot
the Goveinment, particularly:
at a time when the prices of’
daily ' necessities of life are
spiralling upwards only goes to-

‘intensify the Wrath of. the )

people

rPAC;E"'F]I'I‘E.Elt. :
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A fortnlght’s stay in East Paklstan mmedlately\
after the coup of October 7 has been quite a revelation =~ rates.
for me, because it gave me the overpowering impres- |
sion of a people bewildered by a sudden- political
earthquaké, unable to make out what really has hap- .

lpened
THE moment one crosses
the border and:reaches

the| frontier station of Dar-
sans on the Pakistan side, one
comes up against something
new.
Though even normauy, ‘the
passpott and customs check-
~~ing|are quite elaborate, what
is noticeable now is that
dian passport-holders have to
make a list of their jewellery
and| get it okayed by the Cus-.
toms Officer, the idea being to
keep a strict watch lest when
they leave they do not carry
g away any more gold from Pa-

" kistan than they had actually
. brought in with them. ~ .

Pakistanis going to India
also| have to submit a similar
.list jand they hdve to show
that they bring back the same

jewellery: when . -they return,

lest |no Pakistani gold ‘is left
behind in India.

What strikes the eye at
Darsana is also the fact that
customs officer,
there are two military person-
nel to see that no bribe is
taken by the customs. people.
very nose,
one could see smuggling going
on, there being no earnest co-
operatlon between the civil
and [the military staﬂ

F&anlwayman -

eaks i

I heard about the ng1dly

! enforced ban -on ticketless

travel. -Severe punishment
. is/meted out to offenders. A

- railway pointsman at Iswar-

: di| was- given a year’s rigor-
_ous imprisonment for travel-

-lhng ‘without = a ticket. A .

“newly married couple found
,themselves in a.lock-up for
havmg been unable to buy
thleir tickets in a hurry..

s

An old railway employee in
this section known to me came
and| talked to me almost in

- whispers lest the military per- -

sonnel noticed: him. He said:
“It has become almost 1mpos-
sxbie to keep my job. Can’t
»sleep or eat properly being

started charging cut-throat

even in the steamer, one has
to take tea with- “gur”
* (molasses), as sugar is re-
served only for the upper
5 : - class passengers. ' There is
always, under the fear of mak-.; also 3 deart of °ig‘“°tt°5
ing.a slip.r . : :
Talking: to him at length Eﬁrs
while travelling - in the ferry t Sh%k
to: Jagannathgunj, I could. get @Vd!l’

typical . Pakistani : reaction o
the new situation: on the one - Mymensingh City, .

when I

hand, he went on_cursing the.. reached. there, had. just reco- .

new regime, for all the worry : -vered .from the _first dose of
it has brought to him person-- - suspense ‘after the. army coup..
ally, how it has hit the busl- Peoplé ,had startéd moving
ness circles, how markets and. . -about,’ normally. ,One “‘could -

hats (weekly fairs). have near-:-even hear - discussions in tea-

ly ‘closed -down, how; Weavers ., stalls about the ~merits and
have become idle, and the.. demerits ' of the military re-
whole economy.: of.- Pakistan gime.
cracking up. - % When 1’ reached the town,
On ‘the, other hand—almost
in the very next  breath—he: .
commended-the military raj--
for it put in prison :the dis- -

.liness ‘drive; - Small shops, ‘in
temporary: hutments, near the
“railway station had: been puil-

> honest crooks going: about as..'ed down. The shop-keepers

political leaders. What a:good. : - were at first assured-that soon

they would be resettled at

it was in the throes of g clean=

thing .it has been to strike at :
the unscrupulous and profit- -

eering sharks among, the busi- *

nessmen: these were the peo-
ple -who were bringing  the
country down, and it was only

> the atmy that had saved the

nation. -

This’ is more or less the
average reaction in Pakistan

—the emphasis on criticism in -

_some cases being greater than. .
“the accent - in praise. of the.:
new regime. More people had
complaints. than praise

Only in = the

case of the K

another .maidan inside the
town. But then it was found
that it took - days to do the
‘levelling of the maidan, not to
speak of setting up shops. The
.shop-keepers. are now. . left
. without. any income and are
fagged out imploring the army
authorities. :

Hnsawe... . -
Frenzy

What , madness it was to
" start the cleanhness drive can

. have.a cheap. -meal at the

vested interests- ‘and also a
section of students around s be realised only when one goes
student. organisation- called through it." At that time, the
“Chhétra-Shakti” (strength first round- of. military orders
of students) which is- reported had been.announced-—most of
to. be thriving with American e oifences a =
money, was: there pralse alone ried . death . sentence or. 14.
for army bosses. . L " years!. rigorous imprisonment
.With the, drive agamst Just_about :this time’the order

" hawkers,. it was difficult to came for.immediate clean-up '
and the -apnouncement. that
" since the:dining military. authorities . would

nversxde,

', cars in the trains have make surprise inspections. The,
.~ Whale:town.went-into.a. fren--;

" zied .cleaning up of their resi—

- Associations. require fonds. -
-only through your help.
ge num ers of TB

B HELR FIGHT T

. There are hundreds of TB patients who though
¢ured may get a relapse after some time on account of
.hard work unsuited to their physicalcondition.  To - ]
protect such patients they should have sheltered occu- -, -
pation undér constant medical supervision. . This can . .
be undertaken by your TB Asseciations. . But the

You can help them by buy-

SEALS A{{E AVAILABLE FROM' :

;‘_' dences. :
Dustbins egan to overﬂow
and -could not: be. managed by -
the mumclpality Then the
- order came . that.: éverybody:
- should take:the refuse from
his house- to- the, riverside to a
particular .spot. , This haras-
_ sing order was. issued in every
» East Pakistan town. .
Another order of this kind
" was that- all houses-should be
whitewashed .within .24 hours.
Then -came “the ‘. curfew on
. two. sucgessive: : mornings to
. destroy stray dogs.. - But with
. the dogs, several human casu-
- alties-were also, reported. - -~ -
.\ Violation of - traffic.: rules
. were dealf with very. severely. .
In .one: ‘of..the small towns of -

-They can get- this fund . °

%y

NINTH TB. SEAL
SALE CAMPAIGN |
IN. INDIA. .

(Sponsored by the
"~ Tuberculosis -~
‘Association of lndla,
. New Delhl)

) hospitals, dispensaries,

1 Dr. R, Krishna, Honorary Secretary, Delhi Tuherculo-
- _sis Association, Room: No. 56,
N (Telephone No. 24577), Dr. B.
Delhi TB Centre, (Telephone No. 40982), Dr. H. B, L

ley, TB Hospital, Mehrauli, (Telephone No. 35325) and all’ " |*
cs, cinema - houses;. clubs, . {- -
;chl%‘ols and colleges, trading centres and other. agem:ies in ).,

Comilia, 28 rickshaw-pullers
: and two carters were fined Rs.
" 35 for.some oﬂences Lo
At Serajgunj, 1 was told
.| that.daily. -20 to 25 persons..,
weke. being rarrested - for not
* having. shown respect to the

0ld Secretariat, Delhi-8 -
K. .Sikand, Director, New - -
Ding-

" -Space donated by' .

"+ | National Flag

dividusls epuld -be. heard all.:

.\.

VB AGE:

~Where can we g0?
charits as a whole, -both- Hin- -
dus and Muslims, - are in'a -
state of panic. They generally

Stories. of harassment of in-

over the place._ At Dacea, "2

and “five lashes for having sold
four ‘bananas .sat eight annas.

At Mymensingh, a: papaya- -

seller’s nosé was rubbed on
the street for having asked

" Rs,” two for -the fruit. A
- . Hindu gentleman’s ‘ears were
K /" " boxed °for ‘having stirred out .

“ with a lungi on. At places,

punishment came for having
put the shirt sleeve up or
having 'worn -the _ wristwatch
‘on the right, hand

Semse QDE
Hnsecm'nty

What was heartemng was

’ the fact that even inthis
atmosphere of tension, Dur-
ga Pooja was celebrated at
many places. And what is
more noteworthy is' the fact

: that Muslims cameé to at-’

tend the pooja functions on
a large scale,

Yet there Is a sense of in-’

security among the Hindus.
The Hindus living in East

Pakistan towns today are al--

most all either lawyers or doc-
tors or businessmen. Depres-
sion- among the Hindus has
been - caused by the total ban
‘on hoondies (letters of credit

in a sense) which were used on

a large scale to carry on trans-
actions between India and

. Pakistan. And 'in the case of
' most of the Hindus their fami-
‘lies are left in West Bengal.
. &and now they can hardly send
" any remittance to them be-
.cause ‘of the rigid restrictions.

A Muslim merchant is re-

ported to have commented to -

a Hindu merchant: “You have

at least a place to go to, but

the price bhas gone down to Rs

T also noticed that banana-seller was fined Rs. 20 ‘nine and ten per. maund,

Yet the price of rice’ has
‘not gone down. It still con-:
tinues to be sold at Rs. 30
to 35 per maund. .In some
towns where there is ra-
tioning, rice is ‘sold at Rs. 22
per maund, but the quality

' is very xni’erior. Prices of
‘other things also have not
come down. Only imported
luxury’ goods have recorded ;
a fall in pnce. And the goods
~ whose: prlcos have come
down are, in most cases,.out
of stock. {ua.ny of the small-
-er_businessmen - have sur-
rendered ‘their import licen-

- ces, in many cases they have “

been cancelled. .

Yet in this pool of distress,
the common man has to face
more hardships. The order .
was issued that all arrears of :
municipal taxes were to.be -
cleared by October- 31. At -
Bogia town, within a week,
over Rs. 25 thousand was col-
legted. Those unable to clear»f
their dues. by October 31 were :
threatened with severe puni.
- shment. . i L

Most of the District Boards
“and municipalities have been . .
- dissolved ‘on the charge of in- .’
efficiency and corruption; and,
in’effect, army - officers have
- heen put in charge. So, there
is now greater pressure . to -
extort the. arrears.

There is a strong rumour

that a move would be made :

to collect all arrears in agri-
cultural tax, said to total Rs. .
20 crores, by the end of De- -
cember. Ayub. Khan even ré- ~
ferred to this in his Dacca
speech.

Tall talk about 1mprovmg
_agriculture is' being’ heard, ..
but . nothing . basic is -tou- - -
¢hed. The mjnimum price
for jute - export has been:
fixed, but the kisan gets no
relief until the - minimum -~
pnce in the internal market -
is fixed. There are ‘exhort-
ations  for grong more
food, but nothing is heard
of land reforms.

ut mer-~

used.to buy goods at-Dacea or
Chittagong and then sell them -
with ‘some profit' at distant
centres. Now with the advent
of - the military - regime, all
sorts-of -restrictions are en-

.forced-and. -prices have been

rigidly -fixed. In some cases,
-heavy fines have also - been

, imposed. Many meérchants now.

feel that it is better to close -
down their business._

A deputdtion of business--
men met the local mili
officer. He cursed them and
- called ~ them ~ bloodsuckers,
swindlers and exploiters

Kusans
Mt

Normally,
season  for: the “Pakistani
kisan.: The aman harvest -has
not yet been gathered, jute.
has to0 be sold and with the
returns, the kisan has to ‘buy -
‘his rice. Taking advantage of
this, the: jute- merchants have
reduced jute prices- ‘to cheat

vthe kisan: Just now,. inferior .

quality-jute is being sold at
-'Rs> 14-to" 18 per maund, and
superior- quality at. Rs: 20.:to
25 ‘per.maund. In some cases,

this is the lean -

Civil Servamts.
Are Amngry

The civil administration is
also badly affected. by the
military zoolum. »The order
was given that within a week,
all arrears of work were to be .
cleared. From -District Magis-
trate down to the petty clerk,
everyone -had to work :for 12
. hours and in some ¢ases even
more. The District Magistrate
. of Mymensingh had appled -
for léave. He was told ‘that he
could retire,,out of fear, he
did not press for his leave.’

Government ' jeeps . were .
seized from & Sub-Divisional *
- Officer and an Executive En-
gineer. In ‘the case of: the -
- 8D.0, the jeep was seized '
from him while on' the' road °
and he was packed off in a’
rickshaw.

Even an' ordinary soldier

treats civil officers with con-"" . :

tempt, not even police officers -~
being spared. A Sub-Inspector
of -police was --whipped for
having. arrested a gypsy girl.
A thang officer confided to his *
friend: “If my stomach trou- "
ble had grown.acute, I could -
“have got myself admitted: in -
- hospital - and ° saved myself "

I

“from this military ordeal"' cep

*SEE PAGE 135 |
/






