
placed the Swatantra Party as Parliament's principal oppo­
sition and also as the second biggest opposition party from 
the point of view of the total number of assembly seats. 
Although the expectations of the swatantra leaders have­
not been fulfilled (they spoke of winning 100 seats in Lok 
Sabha) and capturing Gujarat and also Rajasthan by them­
selves, this party has undoubtedly attained a big status and' 
become an influential force in national politics. Its capacity 
to pressmise, manoeuvre and bargain has immensely in­
creased. Its leaders have been first to moot the idea of a 
coalition government at the centre. Many in the Congress· 
are receptive to the swatantra ideas. 

In this connection, it must be noted that efforts are being 
made to bring the Jana Sangh and the Swatantra Pa1ty 
closer. The latter is more eager. Those hvo patties account 
for 17.29 per cent of the votes and 77 seats in Lok Sabha. 
There are however difficulties. These two parties do not 
represent exactly the same social and class interests, the 
Swatantra Party being clearly wedded to the big businesc;,, 
princes and big landlords and to the Americans. VVhereas 
the Jana Sangh has a strong popular mass base whi.ch it 
cannot leave out of count, the Swatantra Party still relies: 
mainly on feudal influence and support for its c;eats in 
legislature. There are contradictions between the two parties 
which cannot be easily resolved and anti-communism 
is not proving efficacious under the impact of the popular 
anti-congress upsurge and the election results. 

It must be said that the weaknesses of the democratic 
movement aTe in no small measure responsible for the rapid 
growth of these parties. If the Swatantra Party is going· 
ahead by mobilising more and more feudal forces and big• 
money, the Jana Sangh exploits the Hindu communal and· 
revivalist sentiments to broaden its mass base. This was the 
motivation behind its pre-election cow-slaughter-ban cam­
paign. It is the urban petty-bourgeoisie (small traders, shop 
keepers including those in the rural areas) who today 
constitute the driving force in the Jana Sangh organisation. 

If the main challenge to the Congress in the previous 
three general elections was constituted of the left and demo-
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cratic parties with 'the CPI occupying the central place, that 
position no longer obtains. The challenge flung to the Con­
gress is now shared by both the left and democratic parties 
on the one side and Swatantra and Jana Sangh on the other. 
Incidentally, as the election results were being announced 
.in February, London's evening papers gave the head lines: 
"Shock after Shock in India's Elections-Right and Leff Hit 
Mrs. Gandhi" etc. 

It is understandable why the broad anti-congress masses, 
while searching for an alternative to congress misrule, look 
forward to some sort of an understanding among these and 
<Other opposition parties. The masses have become anti­
-congress but they are not always and everywhere politically 
-radicalised to see what really makes a true, democratic alter-
native to the Congress. The masses would require their own 
.experience to attain the desired level of political- conscious­
ness to realise this. 

But let it be said again that no matter which opposition 
party secured more votes than others, the people were all 
the same registering through ballot their protest against the 
:anti-people and anti-democratic congress policies. They were 
-certaiµl:,, not voting for what the swatantra princes or mono­
polists stand for, nor were they voting for Hindu communal­
ists to replace secularism.·

This must not, however, lead to any underestimation of 
the menacing rise of the parties of right reaction. 

PERFORMANCE OF LEFT AND DEMOCRATIC FORCES 

In the first and second general elections the democratic 
opposition came out with :flying colours, and most of the 
losses of the Congress were turned into gains of the demo­
,cratic opposition. In the 1951-52 elections, the CPI, ULF, 
PDF together polled six million votes. The Socialist Party, 
the KMPP and others of the democratic opposition polled 
well over 18 million votes. The total tally of the democratic 
-opposition came to roughly 25 per cen_t of the polled
:assembly votes. But the actual gains, politically and other­
wise, were greater than these figures would show. In Madras
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in the ranks of the communists has presented many seats 
to the Congress particularly in West Bengal and Andhra. 

Another feature of the fourth general election is that 
communists no longer occupy the first position among the 
parties of the democratic opposition on a national scale. 
This is a clear negative break from the past. In the Lok 
Sabha, the CPI and the CPM occupy the fourth and the 
sixth positions respectively in the opposition. In Andhra, 
they have lost their status as the principal opposition, singly 
as well as both together. 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY 

The results of the CPI in the fourth general election are 
to be viewed not only in the background of the general 
political situation but also of the split of the party and the 
communist movement. With big sections of the party gone 
outside it, with the .formation of a rival party and with that 
party ranged against the CPI in many ways in West Bengal, 
Andhra Pradesh and several other states, it became a prob­
lem for the party even to maintain it� position after the 
split. Many thought that CPI would emerge from the elec­
tion with diminish�d strength. As for the CPM leadership, 
it fed its ranks on the hope that the CPI would be turned 
into an insignificant force, with their party coming out as 
the real representative of India's communist m,ovement. 
None of these has however happened. The overall perfor­

. mance of the. CPI has not been an insignificant one and it 
has been certainly better than that of the CPM in most 
states. The latter has gained more seats or votes than the 
CPI only in Kerala, West Bengal, Tamilnad and in the 
union territory of Tripura. 

The CPI has improved its position in the Lok Sabha and 
its aggregate assembly seats are also now higher than what 
remained with it after the split. The CPI now holds 23 
{ + 1) seats in Lok Sabha as against 18 and 115 as against
about ll0 seats including the 27 pre-mid-term Kerala elec­
tion after the split in the assemblies. In seven states and in
one union territory it has definitely improved its position.
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The party has come down only in two states and in one 
union territory. In assembly the gains have been substan­
tial in Bihar, Assam, Kerala ( compared to the mid-term 
election) and Maharashtra. In Parliament it has improved 
its position from Bihar, UP, Maharashtra, Assam and 
Manipur. 

The pride of place in these elections has gone to Bihar 
which leads as far as the CPI' s position in legislatures is 
,concerned. 

The overall poll of the CPI in assembly election is 
r6,079,240 or 4.27 per cent. In the case of Lok Sabha the 
figure is 7,277,708 or 4.80 per cent. The party contested 612 
assembly seats and 101 Lok Sabha seats. The statewise 
break up is given in the table below : 

CPI PERFOR1IANCE IN THE 1967 ELECTION 

:State Votes Percentage Seats Seats 
Contested Won 

Andhra LS 1,551,223 11.42 20 1 
AS 1,027,643 7.48 101 10 

Assam LS 247,107 8.88 4 1 
J AS 152,482 4.90 22 

l3ihar LS 1,262,158 9.35 17 5 
AS 931,434 6.88 97 24 

•Guj.
Haryana LS 51,758 1.70 3 

AS 27,739 1.00 13 
J&K

Xerala LS 501,322 7.90 3 3 
AS 537,824 8.50 22 19 

MP LS 131,533 1.42 6 
AS 96,576 1.06 31 1 

Madras LS 273,253 1.77 6 
AS 256,140 1.68 31 2 

Maharashtra LS 701,074 4.90 7 2 
AS 669,827 5.13 41 10 

Mysore LS -
-

- -

AS 47,956 0.65 7 2 
Orissa LS 156,282 3.85 3 

AS 200,158 5.04 30 7 
,Punjab LS 183,341 4.26 3 0 

AS 205,916 4.85 20 5 

27 


