
nient time in the Election Commis-
sion's view {or holding an election in
the country.

The Srikal{ulam Story
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tation to the Nax'alite menace, pos-
ing it as a greater danger. Within
a f'Ortnight after being sworn in, he
made ,a trip to Srikakulam to lend
weight to the story he is putting out
about this great danger. Even the
GOViernor, in his opening speech to
the monsoon session of the State le-
gislature, characterised Naxalite acti-
vities as a "more fundamental threat
t'0 the peace and tranquillity of the
State".

In reply to the Prime Minister,
Mrs Indira Gandhi's letter in connec-
tion with the presidential election
controversy, the C'0ngress President,
Mr Nijalingappa, said, "Deliberately
and want Qnly an atmosphere of sus-
picion and doubt has been cr,eated, a
great deal of smoke has been gene-
rated without a· speck of fir.e any-
where. Governmental power, history
warns us, 'has this ,ability when the
rulers choose to exercise it". 'Well
said, 'Gappa! This aptly applies
to the present situation in Andhrra
Pradesh where the Naxalite danger is
being blown out of all proportions.

It is hardly one taluq land that
too in the forest areas of that taluq
in Srikakulam district :and a couple
of pockets in Khammam and Waran-
gal districts where Naxalite activi-
ties are cited. According to the De-
puty Chie~ Minister, Rs 100 crores
worth of property, mainly, g'0vern-
ment property was destroyed in the
seven-month-old Telengana agitation
but not ,a single caSe is pending in
any court, not one person is in
government cust'0dy f today except
a handful of their leaders in deten-
tion. Whereas, for the activities 'Of
Naxalites in a coupIe of pockets, two I

thousand people have been arrested,
dozens were shot dead, platoons of
armed police are stati'0ned in those
'Iareas. W/hat for? To put down
the, Nax;alites? No. It is to protect

Andhra Pradesh

JUST change the date and place.
It is the same story day ,after

day and week after week,. Naxali-
tes are killed by the dozen in Andhrra.

Way back in 1948-50, during the
height of the Telengana struggle, it
was the same story., Every day,
there Wias news about an encounter
and S'0me guerillas wer.e killed. But,
it transpired, that communists were
taken out of (their beds, taken some-
where and shot. And the story was
put 'Out that they were killed 'in an
encounter.

And how many police are being
killed now? They can be counted
on Y'0ur finger tips. Perhaps, the Na-
xalites are fools and so inexperienced
that they offer themseIv,es to the
armed police along with guhs, am-
munition, grenades-eV'ery conceiv-
able weapon is mentioned-and there
is no occasi'0n for the police to be
killed. At l,east the government wants
us to believe all this. If Marxist
and CPI leaders' issue statements
questioning the correctness of such
stories, they need not be taken se-
riously. What is the strength they
command lamong the people that
their Sltatements should be taken
seriously?

To the newsmen who are hungry
for news, it is readymade f'0od. Go
any day to the polioeland they have
a story of an encounter with the Na-

/xalites, it is the Naxalites wh'0 shoot
first and the police return the fire,
killing one Or two. The columnists
and special corresp'0ndents are all
busy writing ,about the increasing
menace, the danger to parliamentary
democracy, the need t'0 put down
violence and so on.

/ The new Home Minister, who
j'0ined the Brahmananda Reddy Min-
istry fafter having got tired of abus-
ing him far more than two years, is
busy trying t'0 divert the attention of
the people from the Telengana agi-
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So Mrs Gandhi's problems are just
beginning. The opportunist power
adjustment of the kind she is going
for, would call for compromises in
policy and the perpetuation of the
kulak add monopoly capitalist in-
terests amidst all the socialist sloga-
neering. The remaining nine points
of the AlCC's economic programme
would be dilu ted in the course of
implementation so that she can claim
to have execut~d everything
when the Congress faces the electo.
rate in 1972.\ But the question is
whether the Syndicate would let her
last in office until 1972. There are
parallel plans for a rightist coalition
and a rightist power adjustment and
for all one knows, Mr Sanjiva
Reddy might be the Syndicate's
choice because he is most acceptable
to the .lana Sangh arid the Swatantra
panies.
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the existing order' of exploitation in
those areas.

Let me quote copiously from the
story of the special c'Orrespondent
of the conservative daily 1',h~Hindu,
who visited the ,area frequently and

/answer,ed the most asked questi'On :
Why do Naxalites flourish in
Srikakulam ?

Origin of Movement
He traced the origin of the move-

ment not to the inspiration of the
Bengal Naxalites Or the thoughts of
Mao, but "to a trade uni'On move-
ment of Girijan (tribal) farm la-
bourers in 1956". A group of
sch'Ool teachers working in agency
villages built up the movement with
processions and hunger-strikes
across the years. "Even as late as
three years ago, the Naxalite leaders
who ar,e now in hiding were orga-
nising hunger-strikes in front of re-
venue offices seeking government in-
tervention for restoring land to
Girijans". These demands were ig-
nored until last year when the Chief
Minister, who toured -rthe agency
villages, sent a special deputy collector
t'O invalidate the land holdings of
plainsmen who have acquired vast
stretches of Girijan land through
exorbitant rates elf interest on petty
sums advanoed.

H'Ow much of this land was cleared
from the encroachers? "O~ly 77
acres" in the vast 500 square mile
agency area in the district !

What ab'Out implementing the Debt
Relief Regulation of 1958? "Till last
week, not a single Girijan had his debt
cleared by Government". "Not a
single lioence was sought f'Or nor given
all these decades" for moneylending,
though the law prohibited a money-
lender from giving loans to Girijans
without a special licence issued by the
District Conector.

I

Perhaps, the Government was mag-
nanimous in distributing cultivable
waste land which is its 'Own? Accor-
ding to the correspondent, "Till last
September (when this correspondent
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visited the agency areas), the banjar
lands distributed t'O Girijans in Agency
areas came to 4,377 acres (to 1,075
families 111 villages). Last week,
the 'figure was sti]\ stagnating at 4,377
,acres.

Why? "Distribution of banjar land
is a headache problem and revenue
'Officials are subject to political pres-
sures ,and strong local influences that
inhibit quick decisions".

The Swatan!ra leader, Mr G. Latch-
anna, is 1110Stexcited, mOr'e than the
Congress, about the Naxalite "menace"
and went all the way to talk to the
Centre. Congress leaders are of
course activle all the while through the
police machinery.' It is not at all
unnatural, for "the two parties derive
their strength from the landl'Ords ang
businessmen who have acquired vast
areas of Girijari lands and who have
charged l'f1xorbitan~ inte~st rates".
"Some of the landlords have also
brought strong political pressures on
the district administration t'O go slow
in matters wher,e the Government's
declared policy is in favour of the
Girijans". (All quotations are from
The Hindu dated August 8)

Much more need not be said about
what the Girijans are fighting for and
why the Naxalites are defending them.
If the conditions of the Girijans were
so shocking to the special correspon-
dent of such a oonservative paper,
how much more shocking they must
be who groan under them. But, they
are not shocking to the new Home
Minister, Mr J. Vengal" Rao, for
what he Sees in the N axalite acti-
vities is only the law and order prob-
~em, not the problems of the tribal
people whose discontent the Naxalites
are repqrtedly :~xploiting fOr their
own political purposes.

Armed Struggle
N axalites do not mince words;

they mean what they say about armed
struggle. . Whether they are tactically
correct, whether the manner in which
they are going about in implementing
their policy of armed struggle is pro-
per, is an'Other matter.

What kind of people they choose
to attack is described by a prominent
C'Ongressman of that disrtrict and a
former Congress legislator: "The
problem with the; Naxalites and the
difficulty in isolating them from the
people is this: they chOOSe the most
hated and worst exploiter of the
people in a village. The whole
village heaves a sigh of relief at his eli-
mination and in their heart of hearts
they are happy and feel indebted to
the Naxalites, though, when police and
other leaders go there, they shout ab-
'Out the N axalite menace and so on".

What is therefore in danger in
Srikakulam district Or elsewhere is
not the life of the common people,
but the system of exploitation, the
system of usurpation and it is this
system and those few individuals and
newspapers who have a vested interest
in the continuance of this s~tem that
are shouting at the top of their voices
about the Naxalite ·menace.

It is n'O wonder that the Home
Minister has been talking openly of
repeating the Nanjappa tactics
employed during the Te1engana
struggle of 1948-50 period. Indeed,
he is reporte to have told Pressmen in
his very 'first meeting with them after
he bedame Home Minister that the
best way to tackle the Naxalites is the
Nanjappa Plan., He is implementing
it with a vengeance. It is said here
that if he could nab quite a few
Naxalites during the last month, in-
cluding doct'OrS and students, it is not
becaus,e of ibis intelligence system,
but because of the betrayal of a top
Naxalite leader who blurted 'Out any-
thing and 'everything he knew or did
-not know.

The CPI and CPI(M) have of
course contested the story of the
",encounters" and the arrest of hun-
dreds of people styled as Naxalites,
but how much 'Of this is due to the
fact that quite a few of their followers
have been arrested as Naxalites, ha<;
to be seen.

The poliCe drive has come in ve!y
handy ~o the exploiters who call every-



ing nature. Take education, that
haphazard system wnich reduces
their chances of making a career. The
system is always in transition, there
is no guarantee that 'today's sys-
tem will not be scrapped tomorrow.
Innovations flow from the governing
bodies and ,are sooner or later given
up ,in favour of.a new but more chao-
tic system. Every new system embo-
dies some high-flown, pseudo-scien-
tific ideas which are exposed in
app~ication.

At the end of Class VIII, students
are supposed to be able to decide
what sort of career they are going to
take up. This proposition is strange,
considering that our elders could Inot
make this sort of a decision before the
end of Class X. Anyhow this system
was irr,stituted qnly <about a decade'
ago, but already the Kothari Commis-
sion has recommended many signifi-
cant changes. In an ,inadvertent ad-
mission that the prevailing system is
not practical, a recommendation has
been made to extend the period of
general education by another two
years, to be followed by streamlined
education. This implies an integra-
tion of Class XII into school level.
How the obv,ious incompatibility of
first-year college students with school
discipline has been overlooked is a
mystery.

Implementation of the Mudaliar
Commission's recommendation nas
cost the state a tremendous amount of
money and the students any certainty
about their career. It is in a way
responsible for the numfication of the
little value the degrees one had. In
their hurry to experiment with the
careers and lives of the students the
authorities do not take into considera-
tion the factOr of student reaction.
They are taken by surprise when the
students do react.

Liability
After his academic career the stu-

dent faces the somewhat unenviable
situation of finding his education mOre
of a liability than an asset. He
lfinds that it lis not enough to be or-
dinary Or merely above average, he
needs must be outstanding. Nobody
explains how everybody can be brilIi-

SUBRATA MITRA

The Student Rebellion

STUDENTS, slogans, crackers,
Naxalbari, chaos, goondaism,

the disruptive farce of the examina-
tion halls, the necess;ty of the anti-
rowdy drive-all these are associated
with the student movement SOfar as
the man in the street is concerned.
Not ,a single impression left by the stu-
dents is clear Or well de'fined. And it
is true that student behaviour as yet
does not conform to any de'finite,
purposeful pattern. But as economic
and social conditions predetermine
the mental attitudes and behavioural
patterns of people any pre-
.supposition that student viol~nce is
a self-induced phenomenon IS mista-
ken. Student violence is a reflection
of and a reaction to prevalent mate-
rial conqitions. There can be no ex-
ception to this rule, and instead .of a
cursory glance at th,is problem a close
scrutiny of every relevant factor is
necessary.

The Indian social scene is a
jumble of two different types of
society, feudal in the countryside and
capitalist ~n towns and cities. Tnough
this ~s confusing, it is ,also true that
/these conditions ,are not incompati-
ble with each other. Our urban so-
ciety is merely one step ahead of rural
society.

The students, the educated minority
of our country, come mainly from
urban society. They have experien-
ced capitalism. It is natural 'for
them to be attracted by communism
because they are apalled by tne
stagnation, the sheer pointlessness
of capitalistic t~nking. A form of
thinking that takes into considera-
tion only the present and how to
perpetuate ,it repels them. But it
is not for the sake of more dyna-
mic thought or because they are
swayed by fanciful whims that the
students take to communism as an
ideological goal and mi~itant activism
as a means of attaining that goal.
Their militancy is a reaction to social
surroundings and material conditions.
And the condit~on£ are of a disgust-

one whom they do not like in tbe village
.'a secret slupporter pf the Naxalites
land the polic'e are always there to
oblige them.

(To be concluded).
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"Police have to be fed for only
twelve anas per meal in hotels.
Because 'this is a 'temporary force,
the hoteliers get their money from the
police authorities very late .... In
some places, it has turned out to be
begari (forced labour) to Imeetall
the demands of the police."

NOTICE

According to another conservative
Telugu daily, Andhra patrika (July
29) more than the Naxalite activities,
the police are proving a headache to
the traders and the people in and
around the Parvatipuram area.

"It is the practice for Naxalites to
write red letters to landlords and rich
people. As soon as they receive
such letters they rush for police help.
The police who ,arrive to protect them
start squeezing them in all sorts of
ways. All their necessities have to
be met by those who seek their pro-
tection. People have no~ stopped
asking them for protection.

Articles cannot be returned
unless accompanied by return
postage.

The correspondent of the An,dhra
patrika also alleges that some top
leaders in the district have a share in
the "loot", that they take:a share
from the Naxalites, keep quiet and
so the Naxalites are having their way.
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