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T�E lN DIAN J{BVOLU,T ION 
- August Sj-:1�42:, ·wiinessecf a new· and higher stage i h  the·developm�nt

• of the Indfan revolution�. Forc,�d by �he pressure of the 'masses. b·':19,,._,, _ as 
'hii:( adherents ih America have 0..dinitt.cd, (}and,.111 was compelled ·to form1.lly . 
ih1\ia.1c,e a :¢ampaigri aga.1.hst _ the British _Government. Wi thi;:i the _cours e o

r
' a. • 

. day�· the movement had· gotten out of the. hand$
. 

of the ·G-and.hist.s. • This is 
shown by several curcumstences. • First the· stultifyinrr .cult· cf non..;violence 
went ,completely· by the board.· . ·Particularly in the· ci tier., but to some extent in
th� rural areas,: the Indian · masses began attacks ·on the railways _. police sta
tions� courts, et cetera .. • Secondly, the attack was directed not only against
the English sahi'bs, but also against weal thy Indians.-- -Pa.rticu1e.rJ:r. signifi::. 
cant· is the pulling of bourgeois and officials from automobiles· with the a.d-
moni tion, "learn to walk"., "$his is democracy 11 • .- • Despite thq falhtre of the 
National Congress .to call f.or, a gerieral strike there were widesprce.d strikes .. 
In· this first stage; of course, all the above acti-9ns were spont;:!.ncous. • -.'!'here 
does not appear to have b0en· any taking over of the lapsed Gandhi st i eadership 
by any ot.her orgapizcd political force. 'This is a wenkness, as spontan:?.OUS 
outbreaks, unless they- -lead to a cqnscious political. attack� tend to dissipate 
themselves.· 'However, .the historical significance of such· a trerriendouo h.�.ppen-. 
ing, thst ih a course· of a few hours Indian masses should· even spontaneously 

• break -.way· from. the- leadership. of the Indian bourgeo1sie; cannot be over-
,. estimated. • • 

. Of particular- importance is the fact that 1,hi s occurred in the midst of 
>'imperiali·st war� This sharplJ' mar.ks

.
off the .present events from thos� e>f . 

1920-22 _an_d l 930� • The very existence of -tbe imperialist war . by itself gives 
an 1d'ded sighificru1ce to .the August'- 8. events. August a repres:ants- �everal 

·crises.·. It is· a crisis in the imperialist war front, qnd thereby a b low to 
• · ·b.oth. camps of capitalism. This may not be so obvious in the· case· of Japanese

.imperialism. Apparently the- events in Indi�t favor a mili tar.y victorY of • 
Japanese imperialisnt� But this is orµy a short sighted view.· An Indian rev
olut:ion would no.t oniy strike :i n10rtal blow at British imperialism but ·it 
would be a most unrelenting rnemy of the Mi tsuis and Mi tsubtshis. • 

• CRISIS FOR BOURGEOIS AGENTS 

As already pointed out, August 8 represents ·the crisis of Ga.ndhism. 
• But, ih addition, Aug·ust 8 also represents a crisis for bourgeois. democracy.

•• For _.three yea.rs Ghurchi_ll and Roosevelt have unc:tiously intoned tht; sacred 
litany o(' the_ Various freedoms of democracy. August. 8, 1.942, stripped 

• · priastly robes from both tr1ese gentlemen.· All the e.poloi;i sts of • lldemocracy 
vs·;: fascism-" cannot 'spi11 enough ink :to _obscure·th'e _fact_ that Augus_� 8, _1942.

: • has done. more to shatter. their 1 ie structure· than ar:v• other· event during·_ 
· .. the. -present: imperialist carnage.· ;;�r_;.:;:;::::::,_�··:···.- • 

·\tJ/?· • · ·. · . • August. 8, 19� represents a tremendo�s crisis also for Stal i:hi sm. fi'or
•t/fi-}; .,:Ill0r'Ef.�hc¢'a.. year the masses of the Sov_iet .Union have had. dinned into them , .. ·
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atA!'Qld$.Of the Stalinist beaurocrats in ,disregarding- 'the worldpt'olft.�lllit. 
and oppressed masses and relying \m ori� or .other 1.mperia.l ism' was accftlt.ted ..
Then, came August a. The' Indian 9t_alihi sts 11,ere-found even to the ri gnt· • of • 
Gandhi•.: All this.must have cmd will have its repercussions insiqe the _Soviet 
Urritm. The wor.kets there will begin to wonder ·w'rry it b=i thai a se�orrd front •
of ·a revolutionary ·a:1i"iance be�·ween tfie· So,vi·et Union qlid the proletar:ia.l)_ and 
colonial revohitions abroad is turned-down for a nor1..:.existent· iinperial'ist 
seconc L front. ·August_ s,· 1943 :msrk�d riot only a cri'sis for· Gandhi but for • 
Stal.i:n _ ·as wcll. -�· • • • • 

·, 

' 'From tightly c'ens�red· India, it'tt.le Word. has :'come .in the past. few 
weeks�·- ·But it i's tioss'ible to 'ptedict 69qfideritly that the scime· forces whic:h .
1€.<l 'to ·the CJCplosion of Augus_t 8 will ·no·t and c_anno't stop there.·· The pres� 
sure.-of '-imperiaiism 'upon. Indian economy; tremendously :Q,ggravated by _wa.r con ... 
ditibns- must lead to an extensi-on ·or the -Indian revolut.Ion to the coantry.side. 
Above···a11,.-·-t t must· ie6.d to the leadership o( .the .whole movement by tn� pfo,--
letariat� Significant i�:tbis comiection is it that no._ irnportant_ ·soci,al 'fo rce
ih India has rdsed the ·iiogan of the constituent assembiy. The proletei.ria.t 
i·s mute without a party.· The· bourg-eo1sie only asks· 'for a,.n Indian' maj�r:-i ty· on 
an.imperial council. 

f.lPARK FOR NEW OCTOBER 
' ,· 

-· ·vJhat/is to be don,e-now? 'J.lrle iinport;mt task for the ICC·remaihs tpe 
giving of· ;;11 possible materi9,l and poli t�c-::i.i aid to the building of a real 

• Marxist· pilrty in India. Without this any events .in India will remaih a·rnE;re
flash in the· pan. In addition to the general task 1'or the IOC, there 'are 
speci:fi.'c • tasks fo{,i ts sections.· Upon the Lenirii'st - League of Scotland and·. 
the Mili tant WorJ�ers ·Grm.ip of Australia.· fa_lli:Pa. high hi'storic task, that_ of 
directly comb:itir:g .British 

.
iinperb.lism anC;l stifling every -endeavor or· that 

imperialism to crush the Indfo.n revolution. Upon the Red Front - of Germany. 
devolves the t:1sk of: Opp_osing the entry of Nazi leg-ions. ihto a. revolutionary

. India. , And· upon· the Revoluti011a.ry''workers League, U.S.A., there is also·a 
• great responsibility. Located ih th� ct)\mtry.which- is one of the chief.an
tagonists of British ·rule \n India, a country v.hich is intriguing day .arrd 
night to iJust British rule in f av,x • ef its own, it becomes necessary . for ..
the RWL to exp6se these Ill3.China.tions before the .American ffif'..SSes.· Thi's,· it 
must ·and should do in its own narrie, wh�reve·r possible .. • Meetihg_s must be 
held ih ::ill ci tirs possible to denounce not only the Briti'sh rule but the,
r�le -0f Wal_l Street in lt\dia._ , 

- .. ,. :,, 

If these things a.re: dorie, then tlie Indian revolution Gan _and. will he._ 
a spark ·that will set· aflrune the whole structure ·of i,mperi::;.lism, break ·th'e .. • ·' imperialist war front, spread the conf18,gration not only .throughout tl--,e _coi,.:.:.:
·oriies but to -the metropolis as wen· ·and usher in anotrier Qc-tobf.:r·peri 
will _once· and for all put an end t9 • all exploitationm opprE;ss1on, .· ......... • ........ , ... -i-., 

arul war.·.· 




