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VOLBTION

, August B - 1942, wltnessed a new “and hlgher stage in the- development

ffof the Indian revolutlon. Forced by the pressure of the'masses.b=low, as -
~"his’ adherents in Amtrlca ‘have- admlttcd, Gzndhi was’ compelled to formmlly o
“Vlnltlate ) campaign ‘against the Britigh Government. ‘Within the course. of a

. day, the movement had- gotten out of the. hards of the Gandhists.: This is ,
:shown. by several curcunstances.” First the stultifying cult-ef non-violence - °
“went completely by the board. .

the rural areas, the Indian masses began attacks on-the railways, police sta-

'tlons, courts, et cetera.: Seconaly, the attack was directed rct anly ‘against o

the English sahibs, but’ also against wealthy Indians.” Particularly si gnifi=-"

“eant is-the pulling of bourgeois ‘and officials from antomobiles with the ad-
monition, "learn to walk", "$his is democracy"-' Despite the failiwe of the

- ‘National Congress to call for a gereral strike there were widespreed strikes..

" In this first stage, of course, all the above actions were spontanéous.” There
'does not appear to have been’ any taking over of the lapsed Gendhist’ leadershlp
by any other organized political force. :This is a weakness, as spontancous
outbreaks, unless they lead to a' conscious political. attack, tend to dissipate
themselves.:
ing, thst in a course of a few hours Indian masses should even spontaneously

"-break -way from the- leadershlp of the Ind1an bourge0151e, cannot be over-s
ﬁ“estlmated.'

. Of part1cular 1mportance is the fact that this occurred in the midst of
~/imperialist war. This sharply marks off the present events from those of
1920-22 and 1930.  The -very exlstence of -the imperialist war.by itself gives
_ an added significance to the August-8 events. August B represonts- geveral
_-crises,” It is a crisis in the 1mper1allst war front, and thereby a blow to

" both . camps of capitalism: This may not be so obvious in the case of Japanese

Amperislism.  Apparently the events in India favor a military victory of . = = ~.

‘Japanese: imperlallsn. But thls is-only a short sighted view. An Indian rev- -
olution would not only strike 2 mortal blow at British imperialism but it
would be a most unrelenting enemy of the M1tsu1 and Mltsubtshls.

CRISIo FOR BOUPGEOIS AGENTS

As already p01nted out, August 8 represents the CrlSlS of Gandhlsm.

o -But, in addition, August B also represents a crisis: for bourgeois democracy.

:'For three years Churchill and Roosevelt have unctiously intoned the sacred
. litany of the various fréedoms of democracy. August. 8, 1942, stripped S
- priestly robes- from both these gentlemen.  All the: apOIOgls*s'of "democracy

vs. fascism" cannot spill- enough ink to_ obscure the fact that. August 8, 1942

‘“has done.dore to shatter their lie structure than an; other event durlng
the present 1mper1allst carnage.’

August Eb 1942 represents a tremendous crisis also for Stal1n1 sm. ‘:-
_ a Yesr the mass s'of the Sov1et Unlon hwve had dlnned into tuem

Par t1cu1arly in the citiee, but to some extent in .,,p

However, the historical 51gn1f1cance of such a. tremendous happen-, - -
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weeks.'

 letariat,

"is mute without a party.:
- an imperial council. ,

.. India."
“great responsibility.’

"nlght to oust British rule in favor =f its own,

bv_ role of wall Street in lndla.'

S a spark -that will set aflame the whole striucture of" meor1°11sm, break 't}
. imperialist war front, spread the conflagratlon not-only -throughout: the
" ‘onies but to the metropolis as well and usher in.another October period
.hWLll once ‘and. for all put an: end to- all ecp101tatlonm opprc031on,' '

attitude of the Stallnlst beaurocrats 1n disregardlng the world prolgtaramm e
and oppressed masses and relying on.one or other imperial ism” was accentﬂa&ed. :
Then came August 8. The Indian Stallnlsts werevlound aven to the right of =
Gandhi,” All this must have and will have its repercu551ons inside the Sov1et
‘The workers there will begln to wonder why it is that a second front
of a xevolutlon ry alliance between the Soviet Union and the prolétarian and -

vcolonlal revolutlons abroad is turned down for a nori-existent imperialist

second -front. Aueust 8, 1948 msrked riot only a crlsls for Gandhi but for o '7f“

: St111n as well.

From tlghtly censored Indla, llttle word has come 1n the past few v
‘But it is bos51ble to ‘predict ¢onfi derftly that the same forces whlch
led to the cXpIOSlon of August 8 will not and cannot stop there.” The pres=
sure of 1mp°r1a11sm upon Indian economy, tremendously aggravated by war con-

‘:dltlons muﬁt lead to an ‘extensidn of the Indian revolutlon to the conntryslde.

Above sll, it must leid to the leadershxp of the whole movement by the prow
Significant in this conmection is it that fo, important social’ ‘force -
in. India has raised the slogan of the constituent asuembiy. The proletarlat -
- The bourgc0181e only asks for .an Indlan maJOrlty on
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" “"What’is to be done now? The important task for the ICC remains the

giving of #11 possible material and polltlcal aid to the building of a real
j1Marx1st party in India.  ‘Without this any events'in India will remain a’ mere
- flash in the pan.
“specific tasks for’ its sections.  Upon the Len1n1st League of Scotland and
‘the Militant Workers Group of Australia falls:a

In addition to the general tash‘Tor the ICC, there are

a2 high historic task, that of -
d1rcctly combdtlng British 1mper1allsm and stifling cvery -endeavor of* ‘that.
lmpcrlallsm to crush the Indian revolution. . Upon the Red Front of Germany. B
devolves the task of: Oppusing the entry of Nazi legions.into a, revolutionary -
‘And upon the Revolutionary Workers Lcague, U.S.A., there is alsoa :
Located in the eountry whiclhi is one of‘the chief.an-
tagonists of British rule in India, a country which'is intriguing day and
it becomes necessary .for.
the RWL to expose these machlnatlons before the American masses.  This, 1t
must and should do"in its own name, wherever possible.’ Meetlngs must be
held in all citirs possible to denounce not only the Brltlsh rule but the

! . - , S
"If these things oxc donc, then the Indlan revolutlon can. and w111vbe}
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